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GENERAL COLLECTION

OF

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS.

THE ASIATIC ISLANDS, AUSTRALASIA, AND POLTNESIA.

OMITTING the more ancient accounts of the Afiatic Iflands (namely the Philippines,

Borneo, Celebez, the Sumatran Chain, and the Moluccas) from that of Pigafotta,

who accompanied Magellan, the firfl: circumnavigator, as being rather curious than inte-

refting at the prefent period, our Accounts fliall begin with that of our great country,

man Dampier, the Cook of a former age.

DAMPIER'S ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES.*

CHAPTER I.

—

They rcfolve to go to Mindanao. — Their Departurefrom Guam.— Of
the Philippine Iflands.— The Ifle Luconia, and its chief Town and Port, Manila,

Manila, or Manilbo.— Of the rich Trade -jje might eflabliJJ} with tbefe [/lands.—
St. John''s yiand.— They arrive at Mindanao.— The IJtand defcribed.— /// Fertility.

— The Libby Trees, and the Sago nude of them.— The Plantain Tree, Fruit, Liquor,

and Cloth.— y^fmailer Plantain at Mindanao.— The Bonano.— Of the Clove-Bark,

Cloves and Nutmegs, and the Methods taken by the Dutch to monopolize the Spices,

— The Betel Nut, and Arck Tree.— The Durien, and the Jaca Tree and Fruit.—
The Beafls of Mindanao.— Centepecs, or Forty Legs, a venomous Infed, and others.

— Their Fozcls, Fiji}, Idc.— The Temperature of the Climate, with the Courfe of the

Winds, Tornadoes, Rain, and Temper of the Air throughout the Tear.

"TliJlULE we lay at Guam, we took up a rcfolution of going to Mindanao, one of

V V the Philippine Iflands, being told by the friar and others that it was exceedingly

well ftorcd with provifions, that the natives were Mahometans, and that they had for-

merly a commerce with the Spaniards, but that now they were at war with them.

• From his Voyages, vol. i. 7th edit. 1729, 4 vols. 8vo. The chapters .ire minibei-ed in the order they

arc now printed. A new edition of this valuable work is wanted, arranged in the order of the caunlries

defcribed.
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2 DAMPlER*S ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES.

This ifland was therefore thought to be a convenient place for us to go ; for befiJes

that it was in our way to the Eaft Indies, which we had rcfolved to vifit, and that the

weflerly monfoon was at hand, wliich would oblige us to fliclter fomewhere in a fhort

time, and that we could not expect good harbours in a better place than in fo large an

ifland as Mindanao : bcfides all this, I foy, the inhabitants of Mindanao being then, as

we were told (though falfely) at wars with the Spaniards, our men, who it fliould feem

were very fqueaniifli of plundering without licence, derived hopes from thence of get-

ting a commifllon there from the Prince of the ifland, to plunder the Spanilh fhips

about Manila, and fo to make Mindanao their common rendezvous. And if Captain

Swan was minded to go to an Englifli port, yet his men, who thought he intended to

leave them, hoped to get veffels and pilots at Mindanao fit for their turn, to cruize on
the coafl; of Manila. As for Captain Swan, he was willing enough to go thither, as

befl: fuiting his own defign ; and therefore this voyage was concluded on by general

confcnt.

Accordingly June 2d, 1686, we left Guam, bound for Mindanao. We had fair

weather and a pretty fmart gale of wind at eafl; for three or four days, and then it

fhifted to the fouth-weft, being rainy ; but it foon came about again to the eafl and
blew a gentle gale : yet it often fliuffled about to the fouth-eafl: ; for though in the

Eafl: Indies the winds fhift in April, yet we found this to be the fliifting feafon for the

winds here ; the other fliifting feafon being in Oftober fooner or later all over India.

As to our courfe from Guam to the Philippine iflands, we found it, as I intimated be-

fore, agreeable enough with the account of our common drafts.

The 2xft day of June we arrivsd at the ifland St. John, which is one of the Philip-

pine iflands. The Philippines are a great company of large iflands, taking up about

thirteen degrees of latitude in length, reaching near upon from the third degree of

north latitude to the nineteenth degree, and in breadth about fix degrees of longitude.

They derive this name from Philip II. King of Spain ; and even now do they mofl: of

them belong to that crown.

The chiefefl: ifland in this range is Luconia, which lies on the north of them all.

At this ifland Magellan died on the voyage that he was making round the world. For
after he had palled thofe ftraits between the fouth end of America and Terra del Fuego,
which now bear his name, and had ranged down in the South Seas on the back of

America ; from thence ftretching over to the Eafl: Indies, he fell in with the Ladrone
Iflands, and from thence fleering eaft ftill, he fell in with thefe Philippine Iflands, and
anchored at Luconia, vi^here he warred with the native Indians, to bring them in obe-

dience to his mafler the King of Spain, and was by them killed with a poifoned arrow.

It is now wholly under the Spaniards, who have feveral towns there. The chief is

Manilo, which is a large fea-port town near the fouth-eafl end, oppofite to tha ifland

Mindora. It is a place of great ftrength and trade : the two great Acapulco fliips be-

fore mentioned fetching from hence all forts of Eaft India commodities ; which are

brought hither by foreigners efpecially by the Chinefe and the Portuguefe. Some-
times the Englifti merchants of Fort St. George fend their fliips hither as it were by
ftealth, under the charge of Portuguefe pilots and mariners ; for as yet we cannot get

the Spaniards there to a commerce with us or the Dutch, although they have but few
fhips of their own. This feems to arife from a jealoufy or fear of difcovering the

riches of thefe iflands ; for moft, if not all, the Philippine iflands are rich in gold, and
the Spaniards have no place of much ftrength in all thefe iflands, that I could ever

hear of, befides Manilo itfelf. Yet they have villages and towns on feveral of the Iflands,

and padres or prierts to inftruft the native Indians, from whom they get their gold.

The Spanifli inhabitants, of the fmaller iflands efpecially, would willingly trade with

us
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US if the government was not fo fevere againft it ; for they have no goods but what
are brought from Manilo at an extraordinary dear rate. I am of the opinion that if

any of our nations will feek a trade with them, they would not lofe their labour ; for

the Spaniards ca;i and v\ill fmuggle (as our feamen call trading by ftcalth) as well as

any nation that I know ; and our Jamaicans are to their profit fenfible enough of it.

And I have been informed that Captain Goodlud of London, in a voyage which he
made from Mindanao to China, touched at fome of thcfe iflands, and was civilly treated

by the Spaniards, who bought fome of his commodities, giving him a ver)' good price

for the fame.

There are about twelve or fourteen more large iflands lying to the fouthward of

Luconia ; mod of which, as I faid before, are inhabited by the Spaniards. Befides

thefe, there are an infinite number of fmall iflands of no account, and even the great

iflands, many of them are without names ; or at Icafl: fo varioufly fet down, that I find

the fame iflands named by divers names.

The ifland St. John and Mindanao are the fouthernmoft of all thefe iflands, and are

the only iflands in all this range that are not fubjed to t^e Spaniards.

St. John's Ifland is on the eafl; fide of the Mindanao, and diftant froni it three or

four leagues. It is in latitude about feven or eight degrees north. This ifland is in

length about thirty-eight leagues, ftretching north-north-wefl: and fouth-fouth-eaft, and

it is in breath about twenty-four leagues in the middle of the ifland : The northern-

moft end is broader, and the fouthernmofl: is narrower. This ifland is of a good height,

and is full of many fmall hills. The land at the foulh-cafl: end, where I was afliore,

is of a black fat mould ; and the whole ifland feems to partake of the fame fatnefs, by

the vafl; number of large trees that it produceth ; for it looks all over like one great

grove.

As we were pafling by the foutli-eaft end we faw a canoe of the nati\es under the

fliore ; therefore one of our canoes went after to have fpoken with her ; but flie run

away from us, feeing themfelves chaced, put their canoe afliore, leaving her, fled into

the woods, nor would be allured to come to us, although we did what we could to

entice them ; befides thefe men, we faw no more here, nor fign of any inhabitants at

this end.

When we came on board our fliip again, we fleered away for the ifland Mindanao,

which was now fair in fight of us, it being about ten leagues diftant from this part of

St. John's. The twenty-fecond day we came within a league of the eafl; fide of the

ifland Mindanao, and having the wind at fouth-eaft we fl^eered toward the north end,

keeping on the eaft fide, till we came Into the latitude of feven degrees forty minutes,

and there we anchored in a fmall bay, about a mile from the fliore, in ten fathom water,

rocky foul ground.

Some of our books gave us an account that Mindanao city and ifle lies in feven degrees

forty minutes. We gucfl!td that the middle of the ifland might lie in this latitude, but we

were at a great lofs where to find the city, whether on the call or wefl; fide. Indeed, had it

been a Imall ifland, lying open to the eaflern wind, we might probably have foarched (irft

on the welt fide ; for commonly the iflands within the tropics, or within the bounds

of the trade-winds, have their harbours on the weft fide, as beft flieltered ; but the

ifland Mindanao being guarded on the eaft fide by St. John's ifland, we might as rca-

fonably expeft to find the harbour and city on this fide, as any where elfe ; but coming

into the latitude in which we judged the city might be, found no canoes or people

that might give us any umbrage of a city, or place of trade near at hand, though we
coafted within a league of the fhore.

B 2 The
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The ifland Mindanao is the biggefl of all the Philippine iflands, except Luconia. It

is about fixty leagues long, and forty or fifty broad. The fouth end is in about five

degrees north, and the north-weft end reacheth almoft to eight degrees north. It is a

very n ountainous ifland, full of hills and valleys. The mould in general is deep and

black, and extraordinary fat and fruitful. The fides of the hills are ftony, yet pro-

dudive enough of very large tall trees. In the heart of the country there are fome

mountains that yield good gold. The valleys are well moiflened with pleafant brooks,

and fmall rivers of delicate water ; and have trees of divers forts flourifhing and green

all the year. The trees in general are very large, and moft of them are of kinds un-

known to us.

There is one fort which deferves particular notice, called by the natives libby trees.

Thefe grow wild in great groves of five or fix miles long, by the fides of the rivers.

Of thefe trees fago is made, which the poor country people eat inflead of bread three

or four months in the year. This tree for its body and fhape is much like the pal-

meto tree or the cabbage tree, but not fo tall as the latter. The bark and wood is

hard and thin like a fhell, and full of white pith, hke the pith of an elder. This tree

they cut down, and fplit it in the middle and fcrape out all the pith, which they beat

luflily with a wooden peftle in a great mortar or trough, and then put it into a cloth or

ftrainer held over a trough ; and pouring water in among the pith, they ftir it about

in the cloth : fo the water carries all the fubftance of the pith through the cloth down

into the trough, leaving nothing in the cloth but a light fort of hufk, which they throw

away ; but that which falls into the trough fettles in a fliort time to the bottom like

mud ; and then they draw off the water and take up the muddy fubftance, wherewith

they make cakes ; which being baked proves very good bread.

The Mindanao people live three or four months of the year on this food for their

bread-kind. The native Indians of Teranate and Tidore, and ail the fpice-iflands, have

plenty of thefe trees, and ufe them for food in the fame manner, as I have been in-

formed by Mr. Caril Rofy, who is now commander of one of the King's fhips. He
was one of our company at this time ; and being left with Captain Swan at Mindanao,

went afterw^ards to Teranate, and lived there among the Dutch a year or two. The
fago which is tranfported into other parts of the Eaft Indies is dried in fmall pieces, like

little feeds or comfits, and commonly eaten with milk of almonds, by thofe that are

troubled with the flux ; for it is a great binder, and very good in that diftemper.

In fome places of Mindanao there is plenty of rice ; but in the hilly land they plant

yams, potatoes, and pumpkins ; all which thrive very well. The other fruits of this

ifland are water-melons, mufli-melons, plantains, bonanoes, guavas, nutmegs, cloves,

betel-nuts, durians, jacks, or jacas, cocoa-nuts, oranges, &c.

The plantain I take to be the king of all fruit, not except the coco itfelf. The tree

that bears this fruit is about three feet, or three feet and an half round, and about ten

or twelve feet high. Thefe trees are not raifed from feed (for they feem not to have

any), but from the roots of other old trees. If thefe young fuckers are taken out of

the ground, and planted in another place, it will be fifteen months before they bear,

but if let ftand in their own native foil they will bear in twelve months. As foon as

the fruit is ripe the tree decays, but then there are many young ones growing up to

fupply its place. When this tree firft fprings out of the ground, it comes up with

two leaves ; and by that time it is a foot high, two more fpring up in the infide of

them, and in a fliort time after two more within them ; and fo on. By that time the

tree is a month old, you may perceive a fmall body almofl: as big as one's arm, and

then there are eight or ten leaves, fome of them four or five feet high. The firfl:

4 leaves
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leaves that it flioots forth are not above a foot long, and half a foot broad ; and the
ftem that bears them no bigger than one's finger ; but as the tree grows higher the
leaves are larger. As the young leaves fpring up in the infide, fo the old leaves fpread
off, and their tops droop downward, being of a greater length and breadth, by how
much rhey are nearer the root, and at laft decay and rot off: but flill there are young
leaves fpring up out of the top, which makes the tree look always green and flourifliing.

When the tree is full grown, the leaves are fivcn or eight feet long, and a foot and
half broad; towards the end they are fmaller, and end with a round point. The
ftem of the leaf is as big as a man's arm, almofl round, and about a foot in length,
betvi'een the leaf and the body of the tree. That part of the flem which comes from
the tree, if it be the outfide leaf, feems to inclofe half the body as it were with a thick
hide ; and right againfl; it, on the other fide of the tree, is another fuch anfwering
to ir. The next two leaves in the infide of thcfc, grow oppofite to each other in the
fame manner, but fo that if the two outward grow north and fouth, thcfe grow eaft

and wefl, and thofe ftill within them keep the fame order. Thus the body of this

tree feems to be made up of many thick Ikins, growing one over another, and when
it is full grown, there fprings out of the top a flrong flem, harder in fubftance than
any other part of the body. This ftem fhoots forth at the heart of the tree, is as big

as a man's arm, and as long ; and the fruit grows in clufters round it, firfl

bloffoming and then fhooting forth the fruit. It is fo excellent that the Spaniards

give it the pre-eminence of all other fruit, as mofl conducing to life. It grows in a

cod about fix or feven inches long, and as big as a man's arm. The fhell, rind or
cod is foftj and of a yellow colour when ripe. It refembles in fhape a hog's-gut

pudding. The inclofed fruit is no harder than butter in winter, and is much of the

colour of the pureft yellow butter. It is of a delicate tafle, and melts in one's mouth
like marmalct. It is all pure pulp, without any feed, kernel or ftone. This fruit is

fo much eftoemed by all Europeans that fettle in America, that when they make a new
plantation, they commonly begin with a good plantain-walk, as they call it, or a field

of plantains ; and as their family increafeth, fo they augment the plantain walk,

keeping one man purpofely to prune the trees, and gather the fruit as he fees conve-

nient. For the trees continue bearing, fome or other, mofl part of the year ; and
this is many times the whole food on which a whole family fubfifts. They thrive only

in rich fat ground, for poor fandy will not bear them. The Spaniai'ds in their towns

in America, as at Havana, Cartagena, Portobel, &c. have their markets full of

plantains, it being the common food for poor people : their common price is half a

riol, or three-pence a dozen. When this fruit is only ufed for bread, it is roaftcd or

boiled when it's juft full grown, or not yet ripe or turned yellow. Poor people or

negroes, that have neither fifh nor ftefh to eat with it, make fauce with cod-pepper,

fait and lime juice, which makes it eat very favory ; much better than a cruft of bread

alone. Sometimes for a change they eat a roafled plantain, and a ripe raw plainta'n

together, which is inftead of bread and butter. They eat very pleafant fo, and 1

have made many a good meal in this manner. Sometimes our Lnglifh take five t-r

feven ripe plantains, and mafhing them together, make them into a lump, and boil

them inftead of a bag-pudding; which they call a bull"- jacket : and this is a very

good way for a change. This fruit makes alio very good tarts ; and the green plan-

tains fliced thin and dried in the fun and grated, will make a fort of flour which is

very good to make puddings. A ripe plantain fliced and dried in the fun may be pre-

ferved a great while ; and then eat like figs very Iwivt and plealant. 'fhe Darieii

Indians prcfei-ve them a long time, by drying them gently over the fire; mafliing them
lirfl.
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firft, and moulding them into lumps. The Mofkito Indians will take a ripe plantain

and roan; it ; then take a pint and a half of water in a calabafh, and fqiieezo the

plantain in pieces with their hands mixing it with water ; then they drink it all off

together. This they call Mifliiaw, and it is pleafant and fweet, and nourifhing
;

fomewhat like lambs-wool (as it is called) made with apples and ale: and of this

fruit alone many thoufand of Indian families in the Weft Indies have their whole fubfif-

tence.- When they make drink with them, they take ten or twelve ripe plantains and

mafli them well in a trough : then they put two gallons of water among them ; and

-this in two hours time will ferment and froth like wort. In four hours it is fit to

drink, and then they bottle it, and drink it as they have occafion : but this will not

keep above twenty-four or thirty hours. Thofe therefore that ufe this drink brew it

in this manner every morning. When I went firit to Jamaica I could relifli no other

drink they had there. It drinks briflc and cool, and is very pleafant. This drink is

windy, and fo is the fruit eaten raw ; but boiled or roafted it is not fo. If this drink is

kept above thirty hours it grows fliarp : but if then it be put out in the fun, it will

become very good vinegar. This fruit grows all over the Weft-Indies (in the proper

climates), at Guniea, and in the Eaft-Indies.

As the fruit of this tree is of great ufe for food, fo is the body no lefs ferviceable to

make cloaths ; but this I never knew till I came to this ifland. The ordinary people of

Mindanao do wear no other cloth. The tree never bearing but once, and fo being

felled when the fruit is ripe, they cut it down clofe by the ground' if they intend to

make cloth with it. One blow with a hatchet or long knife will ftrike it afunder

;

then they cut off the top, leaving the trunk eight or ten feet long, ftripping off" the outer

rind, which is thickeft towards the lower end ; having ftript two or three of thefe

rinds the trunk becomes in a manner all of one bignefs, and of a whiiifli colour :

then they fplit the trunk in the middle ; which being done, they fplit the two halves

again, as near the middle ns they can. This they leave in the fun two or three days,

in which time part of the juicy fubftance of the tree dries away, and then the ends

will appear full of fmall threads. The women, whofe employment is to make the

cloth, take hold of thofe threads one by one, which rend away eafily from one end of

the trunk to the other, in bignefs like whited-brown thread ; for the threads are

naturally of a determinate bignefs, as I obferved their cloth to be all of one fubftance

and equal finenefs ; but it is ftubborn when new, wears out foon, and when wet

feels a little flimy. They make their pieces feven or eight yards long, their warp and

woof all one thicknefs and fubftance.

There is another fort of plantains in that ifland, which are fliorter and lefs than the

others, which I never faw any where but here. Thefe are full of black feeds mixed

quite through the fruit. They are binding, and are much eaten by thofe that have

fluxes. The country people gave them us for that ufe, and with good fuccefs.

The bonano tree is exaftly like the plantain for fliape and bignefs, not eafily diftin-

guiftiable from it but by its fruit, which is a great deal fmaller, and not above

half fo long as a plantain, being alfo more mellow and foft, lefs lufcious, yet of a more
delicate tafte. They ufe this for the making drink oftener than plantains, and it is beft:

when ufed for drink, or eaten as fruit ; but it is not fo good for bread, nor doth it eat

well at all when roafted or boiled ; fo tis only neceflity that makes any ufe it this way.

They grow generally where plaintains do, being fet intermixed with them purpofely in

their plantain-walks. They have plenty of clove-bark, of which I faw a fhip-load : and

as for cloves Raja Laut, whom I fhall have occafion to mention, told me, that if the

Englifh would fettle there, they could order matters fo in a little time, as to fend

t • afhip
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a fliip-load of cloves from thence every year. I have been informed that they grow
on the boughs of a tree about as big as a plum-tree, but I never happened to fee any
of them.

I have not feen the nutmcg-trecs any where ; but the nutmegs this idand producotli
are fair and large, yet they have no great (lore of them, being unwilling to propagate
them or the cloves, for fear that fliould invite the Dutch to vilit them, and bring them
into fubjedlion, as they have done the reft of the neighbouring iflands where they grow.
For the Dutch being feated among the fpice-iflands, have monopolized all the trade
into their own hands, and will not AifFer any of the natives to difpofe of it but to them-
felves alone. Nay, they are fo careful to prefcrve it in their own hands, that they will
not fufter the fpice to grow in the uninhabited iflands, but fend foldiers to cut the trees

down. Captain Rofy told me, that while he lived with the Dutch he was fent with other
men to cut down the fpice trees ; and that he himfelf did at fevcral times cut down feven
or eight hundred trees. Yet although the Dutch take fuch care to deflroy them, there arc
many uninhabited iflands that have great plenty of fpice-trees, as I have been iiiformed
by Dutchmen that have been there, particularly by a captain of a Dutch fliip that I met
with at Achin, who told me, that near the ifland Banda there is an ifland where the
clpves falling from the trees do lie and rot on the ground, and they are at the time
when the fruit falls three or four inches thick under the trees. He and fome others

told me, that it would not be a hard matter for an Englifh veflel to purchafe a (hip's

cargo of fpice of the natives of fome of thefe fpice-iflands.

He was a free merchant that told me this. For by that name the Dutch and Englifh in

the Eaft Indies dil^inguifli thofe merchants who are not fervants to the Company. The free
merchants are not fuffered to trade to the fpice-iflands, nor to many other places where the
Dutch have fadlories; but on the other hand, they are fufiercd to trade to fome places where
the Dutch Company themfelves may not trade, as to Achin particularly, for there are fome
Princes in the Indies, who will not trade with the Company for fear of them. The fca-

men that go to the fpice-iflands are obliged to bring no fpice from thence for themfelves,

except a fmall matter for their own ufe, about a pound or two. Yet the mafters of thofe
fhips do commonly fo order their bufinefs, that they often fecure a good quantity, and
fend it afliore to fome place near Batavia, before they come into that harbour, (for it is

always brought thither firft before it is fent to Europe,) and if they meet any veflel at

fea that will buy their cloves, they will fell ten or fifteen tons out of one hundred, and
yet feemingly carry their complement to Batavia ; for they will pour water among the

remaining part of their cargo, which will fwell them to that degree, that the fliip's hold

will be as full again as it was before any were fold. This trick they ufe whenever tlicy

difpofe of any clandeftinely ; for the cloves v.hen they firft l ike them in are extra-

ordinary liry, and fo will imbibe a great deal of moifture. Thi.- is but one inftance of

many hundreds of little deceitful arts the Dutch feamen havein th^fe parts among them,
of which I have both feen and heard feveral. I believe there are no where greater thicv..'s,

and nothing will perfuade them to difcover one another : for fliould any do it, the reft

would certainly knock him on the head. But to rotu.'-n to the products of Mindanao.

The betel-nut is much cfteemed here, as it is in moft places of the Eaft Indies. The
betel-tree grows like the cabbage-tree, but it is not fo big nor fo high. Thp body
grows ftraight, about twelve or fourteen feet high, without leaf or branch, except at the

head. There it fpreads forth long branches like other trets of the like ; iture, as the

cabbage-tree, the coco-nut-tree, and the palm. Thefc branches are about ten or

twelve feet long, and their ftems near the head of the tree, as big as a mail's arm.

On the top of the tree among the branches the bctcl-nut grows on a tough ftem as big

as
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as a man's finger, In cluflers much as the cocoa-nuts do, and they grow forty or fifty

in a clufter. This fruit is bigger than a nutmeg, and is much like it but rounder. It

is much ufed all over the Eafl: Indies. Their way is to cut it in four pieces, and wrap

one of them up in an arek-leaf, which they fpread with a foft pafte made of lime or

plaftcr, and then chew it altogether. Every man in thefe parts carries his lime-box by

his fide, and dipping his finger into it, fpreads his betel and arek-leaf with it. The

arek is a fmall tree or flirub, of a green bark, and the leaf is long and broader than a

willow. They are packed up to fell into parts that have them not, to chew with the

betel. The betel-nut is moft efteemed when it is young, and before it grows hard,

and then they cut it only in two pieces with the green hulk or fhell on it. It is then

exceeding juicy, and therefore makes them fpit much. It taftes rough in the mouth,

and dyes the lips red, and makes the teeth black, but it preferves them, and cleanfeth

the gums. It is alfo accounted very wholefome for the ftomach ; but fometimes it

will caufc great giddinefs in the head of thofe that are not ufed to chew it. But this

is the efFed only of the old nut, for the young nuts will not do it. I fpeak of my own

experience.

This ifland produceth alfo durians and jacks. The trees that bear the durians are as

big as apple-trees, full of boughs. The rind is thick and rough : the fruit is fo large

that they grow only about the bodies, or on the limbs near the body, like the cacao.

The fruit is about the bignefs of a large pumpkin, covered with a thick green rough

rind. When it is ripe the rind begins to turn yellow, but it is not fit to eat till it

opens at the top. Then the fruit in the infide is ripe, and fends forth an excellent fcent.

When the rind is opened, the fruit may be fplit into four quarters ; each quarter hath

feveral fmall cells that inclofe a certain quantity of the fruit, according to the bignefs of

the cell, for fome are larger than others : the largeft of the fruit may be as big as a

pullet's egg. It is as white as milk and as foft as cream, and the tafte very delicious

as thofe that are accuftomed to them -, but thofe who have not been ufed to eat them

will diflike them at firft, becaufe they fmell liked roafled onions. This fruit muft be

eaten in its prime, (for there is no eating of it before it is ripe,) and even then it will

not keep above a day or two before it putrefies, and turns black or of a dark colour,

and then it is not good. Within the fruit there is a ftone as big as a fmall bean, which

hath a thin fhell over it. Thofe that are minded to eat the ftones or nuts roaft them,

and then a thin fhell comes off, which inclofes the nut, and it eats like a chefnut.

The jack or jaca is much like the durian both in bignefs and fhape. The trees that

bear them alfo are much alike, and fo is their manner of the fruits growing ; but

the infide is different : for the fruit of the durian is white, that of the jack is yellow,

and fuller of ftones. The durian is moft efteemed ; yet the jack is a very pleafant

fruit, and the ftones or kernels are good roafted.

There are many other forts of grain, roots and fruits in this ifland, which to give a

particular defcription of would fill up a large volume.

In this ifland are alfo many forts of beafts, both wild and tame ; as horfes, bulls and

cows, buffaloes, goats, wild hogs, deer, monkies, guanos, lizards, fnakes, &c. I never

faw or heard of any beafts of prey here, as in many other places. The hogs are ugly

creatures ; they have all great knobs growing over their eyes, and there are multitudes

of them in the woods. They are commonly very poor, yet fweet. Deer are here very

plentiful in fome places, where they are not difturbed.

Of the venomous kind of creatures here are fcorpions, whofe -fting is in their tail j

and centapees, called by the Englifh forty-legs, both which are alfo common in the

Weft Indies, in Jamaica; and elfewhere. Thefe centapees are four or five inches long,

as
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as big as a goofe-quill, but flattifli, of a dun or rcddifli colour on the back, but belly

vvhitifli, and full of legs on each fide the belly. Their fling or bite is more raging than
the fcorpion. They lie in old houfes and dry timber. There are feveral forts of
fnakes, fome very poifonous. There is another fort of creature like a guano both in

colour and fhape, but four times as big, whofe tongue is like a fmall harpoon, having
two beards like the beards of a fifli-hook ; they are faid to be very venomous, but I

know not their names. I have feen them in other places alfo, as at Pub Condore, or the
ifland Condore, and at Achin, and have been told that they are in the Bay of Bengal.

The fowls of this country are ducks and hens : other tame fowl I have not feen nor
heard of any. 'I'he wild fowl are pigeons, parrots, parroquets, turtle-doves, and abun-
dance of fmall fowls. There are bats as big as a kite.

There are a great many harbours, creeks, and good bays for fliips to ride in ; and
rivers navigable for canoes, proes or barks, which arc all plentifully florcd with fifh of
divers forts, fo is alfo the adjacent fea. The chiefefl: fi(h are bonetas, fnooks, cavallys,

bremes, mullets, ten-pounders, &c. Here are alfo plenty of fea turtle, and fmall

manatee, which are not near fo big as thofe in the Weft Indies. The biggeft that I

faw would not weigh above fix hundred pound ; but the flefh both of the lurtle and
manatee are very Iweet.

The weather at Mindanao is temperate enough as to heat, for all it lies fo near the

equator, and efpecially on the borders near the fea. There they commonly enjoy the

breezes by day, and cooling land-winds at night. The winds are eafterly one part of the

year, and vveftcrly the other. The eafterly winds begin to blow in Oclober, and it is the

middle of November before they are fettled. Thefe winds bring fair weather. The
wefterly winds begin to blow in May, but are not fettled till a month afterwards. The weft

winds always bring rain, tornadoes, and very tempeftuous weather. At the firft coming
on of thefe winds they blow but faintly, but then the tornadoes rife one in a day, fome-

times two : thefe are thunder fhowers which commonly come againft the wind, bringing

with them a contrary wind lo what did blow before. After the tornadoes are over, the

•wind fliifts about again, and the fky becomes clear, yet then in the vallies and the fides

of the mountains there rifeth a thick fog which covers the land. The tornadoes continue

thus for a week or more ; then they come thicker, two or three in a day, bringing

violent gufts of wind and terrible claps of thunder. At laft they come fo faft, that

the wind remains in the quarter from whence thefe tornadoes do rife, which is out of

the weft, and there it fettles till October or November. When thefe weft ward winds

are thus fettled the fky is all in mourning, being covered with black clouds, pouring

down exceffive rains, fometimes mixt with thunder and lightning, that nothing can be

more difmal. The winds raging to that degree that the bigg'dt trees are torn up by
the roots, and the rivers fwell and overflow their banks, and drown the low land, carry-

ing great trees into the fea, Tiius it continues fometimes a week together bjfore the

fun or ftars appear. The fierccft of this weather is in the latter end of July and ia

Auguft, for then the towns feem to ftand in a great pond, and they go from one houfe

to another in canoes. At this time the water carries away all the filth and naftinefs

from under their houfes. Whilfl this tempeftuous feafon lafts the weather is cold and

chilly. In September the weather is more moderate, and the winds are not fo fierce,

nor the rain fo violent. The air thenceforward begins to be more clear and delight-

fomc ; b'-t then in the morning there arc thick fogs, continuing till ten or eleven

o'clock before the fun fliines out, efpecially when it has rained in the night. Tu O£lo-

ber the eafterly winds begin to blow again, and bring fair \Neathcr till April. Thus
much concerning the natural ftatc of Mindanao.

VOL. XI. c CILVP.
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CHAP. II.— Of the Inhabitants, and civil State of the IJle of Mindanao.— The Min-

danayans, Hillanoones, Sologucs, and Alfoores.— Of the Mindanayans, properly fo

called ; their Manners and Habits. — ll^e Habits and Manners of their Wo?nen.—J
comical Cujlom at Mindanao. — Their Honfes, their Diet, and Wajhings.— The Lan-

guages fpoken there, and Tranfaclions "with the Spaniards.— Their Fear ofthe Dutch,

and feeming Deftre of the Englijh.— Their Handicrafts, and peculiar Sort of Smith's

Bellows. — Their Shipping, Commodities and Trade.— The Mindanao and Manilla

Tobacco.— A Sort of Leprofy there, and other Difiempers.— Their Marriages. — Ths

Sultan of Mindanao, his Poverty, Poiuer, Family, ^c.— The Proes or Boats here. —
Raja Laut the General, Brother to the Sultan, and his Family. — Their Way of Fight'

zng.— Their Religion.— Raja Laut's Devotion.— A Clock or Drum in their Mofques.

— Of their Circumcifion, and the Solemnity then ufed.— Of other their Religious Ob-

fervations and Superflitions.— Their Abhorrence of Swine's Flejh, 'iffc.

THIS ifland is not fubject to one Prince, neither is the language one and the fame ;

but the people are much alike in colour, flrength and ftature. They are all or mofl: of

them of one religion, which is Mahometanifm, and their cuftoms and manner of living

are alike. The Mindanao people, more particularly fo called, are the greatefl: nation in the

iiland, and trading by fea with other nations they are therefore the more civil. I fliall

fay but little of the reft, being lefs known to me, but fo much as hath come to my know-

ledge take as follows : there are, befides the Mindanayans the Hilanoones (as they call

them), or the Mountaneers, the Sologues and Alfoores.

The Hilanoones live in the heart of the country ; they have little or no commerce

by fea, yet they have proes that row with twelve or fourteen oars a piece. They enjoy

the benefit of the gold mines ; and with their gold buy foreign commodities of

the Mindanao people. They have alfo plenty of bees'-wax, which they exchange for

other commodities.

The Sologues inhabit the north-wefl; end of the ifland. They are the leaft nation of

all ; they trade to Manila in proes, and to fome of the neighbouring iflahds, but have

no commerce with the Mindanao people.

The Alfoores are the fame with the Mindanayans, and were formerly under the fub-

jeftion of the Suhan of Mindanao, but were divided between the Sultan's children, and

have of late had a Sultan of their own ; but having by marriage contraded an alliance

with the Sultan of Mindanao, this has occafioned that Prince to claim them again as

his fubjefts ; and he made war with them a little after we went away, as I afterwards

underftood.

The Mindanayans properly fo called, are men of nrean ftatures, fmall limbs, flraight

bodies and little heads. Their faces are oval, their foreheads flat, with black fmall

<yes, Ihort low nofcs, pretty large mouths ; their lips thin and red, their teeth black,

yet very found, their hair black and ftraight, the colour of their flsLin tawny, but inclin-

ing to a brighter yellow than fome other Indians, efpecially the women. They have a

cuftom to wear their thumb-nails very long, efpecially that on their left thumb, for

they do never cut it but fcrape it often. They are indued with good natural wits, are

ingenious, nimble and adive when they are minded, but generally very lazy and

thievifli, and will not work except forced by hunger. This lazinefs is natural to mofl:

Indians ; feut thefe people's lazinefs feems rather to proceed not fo much from their

natural inclinations, as from the feverity of their Prince, of whom they ft:and in awe :

for he dealing with tiiem very arbitrarily, and taking from them what they get, this

damps
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damps their induflry, fo they never ftrivc to have any thing but from hand to mouth.
They are generally proud and walk very (lately. They are civil enough to (trangers,

and will eafily be acquainted with them, and entertain them with great freedom ; but
they are implacable to their enemies, and very revengeful if they are injured, fre-

quently poifoning fecretly thofe that have affronted them.
They wear but few cloaths ; their heads are circled with a fliort turbat, fringed

or laced at both ends ; it goes once about the head, and is tied in a knot, the laced

ends hanging down. They wear frocks and breeches, but no (lockings nor flioes.

The women are fairer than the men ; and their hair is black and long, which they
tie in a knot, that hangs back in their poles. They are more round vifaged than the

men, and generally well featured ; only their iKjfes are very fmall, and fo low be-

tween their eyes, that in fome of the female children the rifing that (hould be between
the eyes is fcarce difcernible ; neither is there any fenfible rifmg in their foreheads.

At a diftance they appear very well ; but being nigh, thefe impediments are very ob-

vious. They have very fmall limbs. They wear but two garments ; a frock and a
fort of petticoat; the petticoat is only a piece of cloth, fowcd both ends together:

but it is made two feet too big for their waiils, fo that they may wear either end
uppermoft : that part that comes up to their waid, becaufe it is fo much too big,

they gather it in their hands, and twifl; it till it fits clofe to their waiRs, tucldng in the

tvvifled part between their waifl and the edge of the petticoat, which keeps it clofe.

The frock fits loofe about them, and reaches down a little below the waift. The
fleeves are a great deal longer than their arms, and fo fmall at the end, that their

hands will fcarce go through. Being on the fleeve fits in folds about the wrift, wherein

they take great pride.

The better fort of people have their garments made of long cloth ; but the crdl-

nary fort wear cloth made of plantain-tree, which they call Saggen, by which name
they call the plantain. They have neither flocking nor Ihoe, and the women have

very fmall feet.

The women are very defirous of the company of Grangers, efpecially of white

men : and doubtlefs would be very familiar, if the cuflom of the country did not debar

them from that freedom, w hich feems coveted by them. Yet from the higheft to

the lowed they are allowed liberty to converfe with, or treat ftrangcrs in the fight of

their hufbands.

There is a kind of begging cuflom at Mindanao, that I have not met elfcwhere with

in all my travels ; and which I believe is owing to the little trade they have, which is

thus : when ftrangers arrive here, the Mindanao men will come aboard, and invite

them to their houfes, and inquire who has a comrade, (which word 1 believe they

have from the Spaniards) or a pagally, and who has not. A comrade is a familiar

male friend ; a pagally is an innocent platonic friend of the other fex. All ftrangers

are in a manner obliged to accept of this acquaintance and familiarily, which niuil be

firft purchafcd with a fmall prefent, and afterwards confirmed with fome gift or other

to continue the acquaintance : and as often as the ftrangcr goes afhore, he is welcome

to his comrade or pagaily's houfe, where he may be entertained for his money to eat,

drink, or fleep ; and complimented, as often as he comes afliore with tobacco and

betel-nut, which is all the entertainment he mufl expcd gratis, 'i'hc riclieft men's

wives are allowed the freedom to converfe with her pagally in public, and may give

or receive prefents from him. Even the Sultan's and general's wives, who are always

coopt up, will yet look out of their cages when a ftranger paffeth by, and demand of

c 2 him
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him if he wants a pagally : and to invite him to their friendfhip, will fend a prefent of

tobacco and betel-nut to him by their fervants.

The chiefeft city on this ifland is called by the fame name of Mindanao. It is feated

on the fouth fide of the ifland in latitude feven degrees twenty minutes north on the

banks of a fmall river, about two miles from the fca. The manner of building is fome-

what ftrange, yet generally ufed in this part of the Eaft Indies. Their houfes are all

built on pods, about fourteen, fixtecn, eighteen, or twenty feet high. Thefe pofts

are bigger or lefs, according to the intended magnificence of the fuperftrufture. They
have but one floor, but many partitions or rooms, and a ladder or flairs to go up out

of the ftreets. The roof is large and covered with palmeto or palm-leaves. So there

is a clear paflage like a piazza (but a filthy one) under the houfe. Some of the

poorer people that keep ducks or hens, have a fence made round the pofts of their

houfes, with a door to go in and out ; and this under room ferves for no other ufe.

Some ufe this place for the common draught of their houfes, but building moftly clofe

by the river in all parts of the Indies, they make the river receive all the filth of their

houfe ; and at the time of the land-floods, all is waflied very clean.

The Sultan's houfe is much bigger than any of the reft. It ftands on about one
hundred and eighty great pofts or trees, a great deal higher than the common build-

ing, with great broad ftairs made to go up. In the firft room he hath about twenty

iron guns, all faker and minion, placed on field-carriages. The general and other

great men have fome guns alfo in their houfes. About twenty paces from the fultan's

houfe there is a fmall low houfe, built purpofely for the reception of ambaflfadors or

merchant ftrangers. This alfo ftands on pofts, but the floor is not raifed above three

or four feet above the ground, and is neatly matted purpofely for the fultan and his

council to fit on 5 for they ufe no chairs, but lit crofs-legged like tailors on the

floor.

The common food at Mindanao is rice, or fago, and a fmall fifli or two. The better

fort eat buffalo, or fowls ill dreft, and abundance of rice with it. They ufe no fpoons

to eat their rice, but every man takes a handful out of the platter, and by wetting his

hand in water, that it may not ftick to his hand, fqueezes into a lump, as hard as

poflibly he can make it, and then crams it into his mouth. They all ftrive to make
thefe lumps as big as their mouth can receive them ; and feem to vie with each other,

and glory in taking in the biggeft lump ; fo that fometimes they almoft choke them-

felves. They always vvafli after meals, or if they touch any thing that is unclean

;

for which reafon they fpend abundance of water in their houfes. This water, with.

the wafhing of their difhes, and what other filth they make, they pour down near their

fire place : for their chambers are not boarded, but floored with fplit bamboes, like

lathe, fo that the water prefently falls underneath their dwelling rooms, where it

breeds maggots, and makes a prodigious ftink. Befides this filthinefs, the fick people

eafe themfelves, and make water in their chambers ; there being a fmall hole made
purpofely in the floor, to let it drop through. But healthy found people commonly
eafe themfelves and make water in the river. For that reafon you fhall always fee

abundance of people of both fexes in the river, from morning till night ; fome eafing

themfelves, others wafhing their bodies or clothes. If they come into the river pur-

pofely to wafli their clothes, they ftrip and ftand naked till they have done ; then put

them on, and march out again : both men and women take great delight in fwimming,
and wafhing themfelves, being bred to it from their infancy. I do believe it is very

wholefome to wafti mornings and evenings in thefe hot countries, at leaft three or four

3 days
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days in the week : for I did ufe myfelf to it when I lived afterwards at Bencoolv and
found It very refrefhmg and comfortable. It is very good for thofe that have fluxes
to wafli and (land m the nver mornings and evenings. I fpeak it experimentally
for I was brought very low with that diftempcr at Achin ; but by wafhing conftantiv
mornmgs and evenmgs I found great benefit, and was quickly cured by it.

In the city of Mindanao they fpeak two languages indifferently, their own Min-
danao language, and the Malaya : but in other parts of the illand they fpeak only
their proper language, having little commerce abroad. They have fchools, and in-
ftrua their children to read and write, and bring them up in the Mahometan'rcligion
Therefore many of the words, efpecially their prayers, are in Arabic ; and many of
the words of civility the fame as in Turkey ; and efpecially when they meet in the
morning, or take leave of each other, they cxprefs themfelves in that lanfrua-re.

Many of the old people, both men and women, can fpeak Spanifh, fol- the' Spa-
niards were formerly fettled among them, and had feveral forts on this ifland ; and
then they fent two friars to the city to convert the Sultan of Mindanao and his people.
At that time thefe people began to learn Spanifli, and the Spaniards incroached oii

them, and endeavoured to bring them into fubjedion ; and probably before this time
had brought them all under their yoke, if they themfelves had not been drawn off
from this ifland to Manila, to refift the Chinefe, who threatened to invade them there.
AVhen the Spaniards were gone, the old Sultan of Mandanao, father to the prcfentj
in whofe time it was, razed and demolifhed their forts, brought away their guns, and
fent away the friars ; and fmce that time will not fuflcr the Spaniards to fettle on the
iflands.

They are now moft afraid of the Dutch, being fenfible how they have inflaved many
of the neighbouring iflands. For that rcafon they have a long time defired the Euf^lifh

to fettle among them, and have offered them any convenient place to build a for? in

as the general himfelf told us
;

giving this reafon, that they do not find the Englifli fo

incroaching as the Dutch or Spanifli. The Dutch are no lefs jealous of their admitting

the Englifli, for they are fenfibic what detriment it would be to them if the Enc^lifli

Ihould fettle here.

There are but few tradefmen at the city of Mindanao. The chiefefl trades are
goldfmiths, blackfmiths, and carpenters. There are but two or three goldfmiths

;

thefe will work in gold or filver, and make any thing that you dcfire : but they have
no fhop furniflied with ware ready made for fale. Here are feveral blackfmiths who
work very well, confidering the tools that they work with. Their bellows are much
different from ours : they are made of a wooden cylinder, the trunk of a tree, about

three feet long, bored hollow like a pump, and fet upright on the ground, on which

the fire itfelf is made. Near the lower end there is a fmall hole, in the fide of the

trunk next the fire, made to receive a pipe, through which the wind is driven to the

fire by a great bunch of fine feathers faftened to one end of the flick, which clofmg

up the infide of the cylinder, drives the air out of the cylinder through the pipe :

two of thefe trunks or cylinders are placed fo nigh together, that a man (landing be-

tween them may work them both at once alternately, one with each hand. They have

neither vice nor anvil, but a great hard flone or a piece of an old gun, to hammer
upon : yet they will perform their work, making both common utonfils and iron-

works about fhips to admiration. They work altogether with charcoal. Every man
almoft is a carpenter, for they can work with the axe and adz. Their axe is but

fmall, and fo made that they can take it out of the helve, and by turning it make an

adz of it. They have no faws ; but when they make plank, they fpUt the tree irt

two.



14 DAMPIER S ACCOXJNT OF THE PHILIPPINES.

two, and make a plank of each part, plaining it with the axe and adz. This requires

much pains, and takes up a great deal of time ; but they work cheap, and the good-
nefs of the plank thus hewed, which hath its grain prcfcrved entire, makes amends for

their coft and pains.

They build good and fervlceable fhips or barks for the fea, fome for trade, others

for pleafure ; and fome fliips of war. Their trading veifels they fend chiefly to

Manila. Thither they tranfport bees'-wax, which, I think, is the only commodity
befides gold that they vend there. The inhabitants of the city of Mindanao get a

great deal of bees'-wax themfelves : but the greatell quantity they purchafe is of the

mountaineers, from whom they alfo get the gold which they fend to Manila ; and with

thefe they buy their calicoes, muflins, and China filk. Tliey fend Ibmetimes their

barks to Borneo and other iflands ; but what they tranfport thither, or import from
thence, I know not. The Dutch come hither in Hoops from Ternate and Tidore,

and buy rice, bees'-wax, and tobacco : for here is a great deal of tobacco grows on
this ifland, more than in any ifland or country in the Eaft Indies, that I know of,

Manila only excepted. It is an excellent fort of tobacco ; but thefe people have not

the art of managing this trade to their bed advantage, as the Spaniards have at Ma-
nila. I do believe the feeds were firft brought hither from Manila by the Spaniards,

and even thither, in all probability from America : the difference between the Min-
danao and Manila tobacco is, that the Mindanao tobacco is of a darker colour ; and
the leaf larger and grolfer than the Manila tobacco, being propagated or planted in a

fatter foil. The Manila tobacco is of a bright yellow colour, of an indifferent fize,

not ftrong, but pleafant to fmoke. The Spaniards at Manila are very curious about
this tobacco, having a peculiar way of making it up neatly in the leaf. For they take

two little flicks, each about a foot long, and flat, and placing the ftalks of the tobacco

leaves in a row, forty or fifty of them between the two flicks, they bind them hard
together, fo that the leaves hang dangling down j one of thefe bundles is fold for a

"

rial at Fort St. George : but you may have ten or twelve pounds of tobacco at Min-
danao for a rial ; and the tobacco is as good, or rather better than the Manila tobacco,

but they have not that vent for it as the Spaniards have.

,
The Mindanao people are much troubled with a fort of leprofy, the fame as we

obferved at Guam. This diftemper runs with a dry fcurf all over their bodies, and
caufeth great itching in thofe that have it, making them frequently fcratch and fcrub

themfelves, which raifeth the outer fkin in fmall whitifh flakes, like the fcales of little

6fh, when they are raifed on end with a knife. This makes their fkin extraordinary

rough, and in fome you fhall fee broad white fpots in feveral parts of their body. I

judge fuch have had it, but were cured ; for their fkins were fmooth, and I did not
perceive them to fcrub themfelves : yet I have learnt from their own mouths that

thefe fpots were fro.n this diftemper. Whether they ufe any means to cure themfelves,

^or whether it goes away of itfelf, I know not : but I did not perceive that they made
any great matter of it, for they did never refrain any company for it ; none of our
people caught it of them, for we were afraid of it, and kept off. They are fometimes
troubled with the fmali-pox, but their ordinary diftempers are fevers, agues, fluxes,

with great pains and gripings in their guts. The country affords a great many drugs
and medicinal herbs, whofe virtues are not unknown to fome of them that pretend to

cure the fick.

The Mindanao men have many wives : but what ceremonies are ufed when they
marry I know not. There is commonly a great feaft made by the bridegroom to

entertain his friends, and the moft part of the night is fpent in mirth.

The
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The Sultan is abfolute in his power over all his fubjeds. He is but a poor Prince
;

fnr as I mentioned before, they have but little trade, and therefore cannot be rich.

If the fultan underftands that any man has money, if it be but twenty dollars, which
is a great matter among them, he will fend to borrow fo much money, pretending
urgent occafions for it ; and they dare not deny him. Sometimes he will fend to fell

one thing or another that he hath to difpofe of, to fuch whom he knows to have
money, and they mufl buy it, and give him his price ; and if afterwards he hath oc-

cafion for the fame thing, he mufl have it if he fends for it. He is but a little man,
between fifty or fixty years old, and by relation very good-natured, but over-ruled

by thofe about him. He has a queen, and keeps about twenty-nine women, or wives

more, in whofe company he fpends moft of his time. He has one daughter by his

fultanefs or queen, and a great many fons and daughters by the reft. Thefe walk
about the Itreets, and would be always begging things of us ; but it is reported, that

the young Princefs is kept in a room and never ftirs out, and that fhe did never fee

any man but her father and Raja Laut her uncle, being then about fourteen years

old.

When the fultan vifits his friends he is carried in a fmall couch on four men's

fhoulders, with eight or ten armed men to guard him ; but he never goes far this way;

for the country is very woody, and they have but little paths, which renders it the lefs

commodious. When he takes his pleafure by water, he carries fome of his wives

along with him. The proes that are built for this purpofe, are large enough to en-

tertain fifty or fixty perfons or more. The hull is neatly built, with a round head

and ilern, and over the hull there is a fmall flight houfe built with bamboos ; the

fides are made up with fplit bamboos, about four feet high, with little windows in them

of the fame, to open and fliut at their pleafure. The roof is almoft flat, nearly

thatched with palmeto leaves. This houfe is divided into two or three finall partitions

or chambers, one particularly for himfelf. This is neatly matted underneath and round

the fides, and there is a carpet and pillows for him to fleep on. The fccond room is

for his women, much like the former. The third is for the fervants, who tend them

with tobacco and betel-nut ; for they are always chewing or fmoking. The fore

and afterparts of the veflfel are for the mariners to fit and row. Befides this, they

have outlayers. fuch as thofe I defcribed at Guam ; only the boats and outlayers here

are larger. Thefe boats are more round, like a half-moon almoft ; and the bam-

boos or outlayers that reach from the boat are alfo crooked. Befides, the boat is

not flat on one fide here, as at Guam ; but hath a belly and outlayers on each fide :

and whereas at Guam there is a Uttle boat faftcned to the outlayers, that lies in the

water ; the beams or bamboos here are fattened traverfewife to the outlayers on each

fide, and touch not the water like boats, but one, three, or four feet above the water,

and ferve for the barge-men to fit and row and paddle on ; the infide of the veflel,

except only jufl: afore and abaft, being taken up with the apartments for the paffengers.

'I'here run acrofs the outlayers two tier of beams for the paddlers to fit on, on each fide

the veflel. The lower tier of thefe beams is not above a foot from the water ; fo that

upon any the leaft reeling of the veflfel, the beams are dipped into the water, and th(-

men that fit are wet up to their wafle ; their feet fcldom cfcaping the water. And

thus, as all our veflels arc rowed from within, thefe are paddled from without.

The fultan hath a brother called Raja Laut, a bravo man. He is the fccond man in

the kingdom. AW ftrangers that come hither to u-adc muft make their addrels to him,

for all fea-aftairs belong to him. He licenfoth ftrangers to import or export any com-

modity, and 'tis by his permiflion that the natives thcmfelves arc fuflercd to trade : nay,

2 ^^
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the very fifhermen mufl: take a permit from him ; fo that there is no man can come

into the river or go out of it but by his leave. Ho is two or three years younger than

the fultan, and a little man like him. He has eight women, by fomc of whom he hath

iflue. He hath only one fon, about twelve or fourteen years old, who was circumcifed

while we were there. His cldefl fon died a little before we came hither, for whom he

was ftill in great hcavinefs. If he had lived a little longer he fhould have married the

young princefs ; but whether this fecond fon muft have her I know not, for I did never

hear any difcourfe about it. Raja Laut is a very fliarp man : he fpeaks and writes

Spanifli, which he learned in his youth. He has, by often converfmg with (trangers,

got a great fight into the cuftoms of other nations, and by Spanifli books has fome

knowledge of Europe. He is general of the Mindanayans, and is accounted an expert

foldicr, and a very ftout man ; and the women in their dances, fing many fongs in his

praife. •

_

The fultan of Mindanao fometimes makes war with his neighbours the mountaineers,

or Alfoores. Their weapons are fwords, lances, and fome hand-creflets. The creflet

is a fmall thing like a bayonet, which they always wear in war or peace, at work or

play, from the greatefl of them to the pooreft, or the meaneft perfons. They do never

meet each other fo as to have a pitched battle, but they build fmall works or forts of

timber, wherein they plant little guns, and lie in fight of each other two or three months

fldrmilhing every day in fmall parties, and fometimes furprifing a breafl-work j and

whatever fide is like to be worfted, if they have no probability to efcape by flight, they

fell their lives as dear as they can ; for there is feldom any quarter given, but the con-

queror cuts and hacks his enemies to pieces.

The religion of thefe people is Mahometanifm. Friday is their fabbath : but I did

never fee any difference that they make between this day and any other day ; only the

fultan himfelf goes then to the mofque twice. Raja Laut never goes to the mofque,

but prays at certain hours, eight or ten times in a day ; wherever he is, he is very

pundual to his canonical hours, and if he be aboard will go afhore, on purpofe to pray;

for no bufinefs nor company hinders him from this duty. Whether he is at home or

abroad, in a houfe or in the field, he leaves all his company, and goes about one hun-

dred yards off, and there kneels down to his devotion. He firlt kiffes the ground,

then prays aloud, and divers times in his prayers he kifles the ground, and does the

lame when he leaves off. His fervants and his wives and children talk and fing, or

play how they pleafe all the time, but himfelf is very ferious. The meaner fort of

people have little devotion ; I did never fee any of them at their prayers, or go into a

mofque.

In the fultan's mofque there is a great drum, with but one head, called a gong

;

which is inflead of a clock. This gong is beaten at twelve o'clock, at three, fix, and

nine ; a man being appointed for that fervice. He has a flick as big as a man's arm,

with a great knob at the end, bigger than a man's fifl, made with cotton, bound fafl

with fmall cords : with this he ftrikes the gong as hard as he can, about twenty flrokes;

beginning to flrike leifurely the firft five or fix ftrokes, then he ftrikes fafter, and at

lafl flrikes as faft as he can ; and then he ftrikes again flower and flower fo many more
ftrokes : thus he rifes and falls three times, and then leaves oft" till three hours after.

This is done night and day.

They circumcife the males at eleven or twelve years of age, or older ; and many are

circumcifed at once. This ceremony is performed with a great deal of folemnity.

There had been no circumcifion for fome years before our being here ; and then there

was one for Raja Laut's fon. They choofe to have a general circumcifion when the

Sultan
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Sultan or general, or fomc other great' perfon hath a fon fit to be circumclfed ; for
with him a great many more are circumcifcd. There is notice given, about
eight or ten days before, for all men to appear in arms ; and great preparation is

made againft the folemn day. In the morning, before the boys are circumcifcd,
prefents are fent to the fiuher of the child that keeps the feaft, which, as I faid
before, is either the fultan or fome great perfon; and about ten or eleven o'clock the
Mahometan- prieft does his office. He takes hold of the foreikin with two flicks,
and with a pair of fciflars fnips it off. After this mofl: of the men, both in citv and
country being in arms before.the houfe, begin to aft as if they were engaged with an
enemy, having fuch arms as I defcribed. Only one acts at a time ; the reft make a
great ring of two- or three hundred yards round about him. He that is to exercife
comes into the ring with a great ftiriek or two, and a horrid look ; then he fetches two
or three large (lately ftrides and falls to work. He holds his broad-fword in one hand,
and his lance in the other, and traverfes his ground, leaping from one fide of the ring
to the other ; and, in a menacing poflure and look, bids defiance to the enemy whom
his fancy frames to him ; for there is nothing but air to oppofe him. Then he flamps
and fhakes his head, and grinning with his teeth makes many rueful faces. Then he
throws his lance, and nimbly fnatches out his creflet, with which he hacks and hews
the air like a mad-man, often fhrieking. At lad being almoft tired with motion, he
flies to the middle of the ring, where he feems to have his enemy at his mercv, and
with two or three blows cuts on the ground as if he was cutting off his enemy's' head.

By this time he is all of a fweat, and withdraws triumphantly out of the ring, and
prcfently another enters with the like flirieks and gcftures. Thus they continue com-
bating their imaginary enemy all the refc of the day ; towards the conclufion of which
the richeft men acl, and at lafl the general, and then the fultan concludes this cere-

mony : he and the general, with fome other great men, are in armour, but the reft

have none. After this the fultan returns home, accompanied with abundance of people,
who wait on him thei-e till they are difmiffcd. But at the time when we were there,

there was an after-game to be played ; for the general's fon being then circumcifcd,

the fultan intended to give him a fecond vifit in the night, fo they all waited to attend

him thither. The general alio provided to meet him in the beft manner, and therefore

defired Captain Swan with his men to attend him. Accordingly Captain Swan ordered

us to get our guns and wait at the general's houfe till further orders. So about forty

of us waited till eight o'clock in the evening ; when the general with Captain Swan, and
about one thoufand men, went to meet the fultan, with abundance of torches that

made it as light as day. The manner of the march was thus : firft of all there was a

pageant, and upon it two dancing women gorgeoufly apparelled, with coronets on their

heads, full of glittering fpangles, and pendants of the fame, hanging down over their

bread and ihoulders. Thefc are women bred up purpofely for dancing : their feet and

legs are but little employed, except fometinics to turn round very gently ; but their

hands, arms, head, and body, are in continual morion, efpccially their arms, which tlu^y

turn and twift fo llrangcly, tiiat you would think thent to be made without bones.

Befides the two dancing women, there were two old women in the pageant holding

each a lighted torch in their hantis, clofe by the two dancing women, by which

light the glittering fpangles appeared very glorioufly. This pageant was carried by

fix lufty men : then came fix or feven torches, lighting the general and Captain Sw-iii,

who marched fide by fide next, and we that attended Captain Swan followed clofe

after, marching in order fix and fix abreall, with each man his gun on his iJioulder,

VOL. XI. D antj
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and torches on each fide. After us came twelve of the general's men, with old Spa-

nifh matchlocks, marching four in a row. After them about forty lances, and behind

them as many with great fwords, marching all in order. After them came abundance

only with crefTets by their fides, who marched up clofe without any order. When we
came near the fultan's houfe, the fultan and his men met us, and we wheeled ofiF

to let then\ pais. The fultan had three pageants went before him : in the firft pageant

were four of his ions, who were about ten or eleven years old ; they had gotten

abundance of fmall ftones, which they roguifhly threw about on the people's heads :

in the next were four young maidens, nieces to the fultan, being his fitter's daughters

;

and in the third, there was three of the fultan's children, not above fix years old. I'he

fultan himfelf followed next, being carried in his couch, which was not like your In-

dian palankin, but open, and very little and ordinary. A multitude of people came
after, without any order : but as foon as he was pafl by, the general and Captain Swan,

and all our men, clofed in juft behind the fultan, and fo all marched together to the

general's houfe. We came thither between ten and eleven o'clock, where the great-

efl part of the company were immediately difmiffed ; but the fultan and his children,

and his nieces, and fonie other perfons of quality, entered the general's houfe. They
were met at the head of the flairs by the general's women, who with a great deal of

refpefl: conducted them into the houfe. Captain Swan, and we that were with him,

follov.'ed after. It was not long before the general caufed his dancing-women to enter

the room and divert the company with that paftime. I had forgot to tell you that they

have none but vocal mufic here, by what I could learn, except only a row of a kind

of 'bells without clappers, fixteen in number, and their weight increafing gradually

from about three to ten pound weight. Thefe are fet in a row on a table in the ge-

neral's houfe, where for feven or eight days together before the circumcifion day, they

were ftruck each with a little ftlck for the biggefl part of the day, making a great

noife, and they ceafed that morning. So thefe dancing-women fung themfelves, and

danced to their own mufic. After this the general's women, and the fultan's fons, and
his nieces, danced. Two of the fultan's nieces were about eighteen or nineteen years

old, the other two were three or four years younger. Thefe young ladies were very

richly drefled, with loofe garments of filk, and fmall coronets on their heads. They
were much fairer than any women I did ever fee there, and very well featured ; and
their nofes, though but fmall, yet higher than the other women's, and very well propor-

tioned. When the ladies had very well diverted themfelves and the company with

dancing, the general caufed us to fire fome fky-rockets, that were made by his and
Captain Swan's order purpofely for this night's folemnity ; and after tliat the fultan

and his retinue went away, with a few attendants, and we all broke up : and thus ended
this day's folemnity. But the boys, being fore with their amputation, went ftraddling

for a fortnight after.

They are not, as I faid before, very curious, or ftri£t in obferving any days, or times

of particular devotions, except it be Ramdam time, as we call it. The Ramdam time

was then in Auguft, as I take it, for it was fliortly after our arrival here. In this time

they fall all day, and about feven o'clock in the evening they fpend near an hour in

prayer. Towards the latter end of their prayer they loudly invoke their prophet for

about a quarter of an hour, both old and young bawling out very fl:rangely, as if they

intended to fright him out of his fleepinefs or negled of them. After their prayer is

ended, they fpend fome time in feafting before they take their repofe. Thus they do
every day for a whole month at leaftj for fometimes it is two or three days longer

before
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before the Ramdam ends : for it begins at the new moon, and lafts till they fee the
next new moon, which fometimcs in thick hazy weather is not till three or fuur days
after the change, as it happened while I was at Achin, where they continue! the Ram-
dam till the new moon's appearance. The next day after they have feen the new moon,
the guns are all difcharged about noon, and then the time ends.

A main part of their religion confifls in wafliing often, to keep themfelves from
being defiled ; or after they are defiled to cleanfe themfelves again. They alfo take
great care to keep themfelves from being polluted, by tafting or touching any thing

that is accounted unclean ; therefore fwine's. flcfh is very abominable to them ; nay,

any one that hath either tafted of fwine's flefh, or touched thofe creatures, is not per-

mitted to come into their houfes in many days after, and there is nothing will fcare them
more than a fwine. Yet there are wild hogs in the iflands, and thofe lb plentiful, that

they will come in troops out of the woods in the night into the very city, and come
under their houfes to rummage up and down the filth that they find there. The na-

tives therefore would even defire us to lie in wait for the hogs to deflroy them, which
we did frequently, by fhooting them and carrying them prefently on board, but were
prohibited their houfes afterwards.

And now I am on this fubjeft, I cannot omit a (lory concerning the general. He
once defired to have a pair of fhoes made after the Englifh fafliion, though he did very

feldom wear any; fo one of our men made him a pair, which the general liked very well.

Afterwards fome body told him, that the thread wherewith the fhoes were fewed were
pointed with hog's briflles. This put him into a great paflion ; fo he fent the flioes

to the man that made them, and fent him withal more leather to make another pair,

with threads pointed with fome other hair, which was immediately done, and then he

was well pleafed.

CHAP. III.— Their coaft'tng along the JJIe of Mindanao, from a Bay on the Eafi Side to

another at the South-eafi End.— Tornados and hoijlerous Weather.— The South-enfl

Coafi, and its Savannah and Plenty ofDeer.— They coajl along the South Side to the

River of Mindanao City, and anchor there.— The Sultan's Brother and Son come

aboard, and invite them tofettle there.— Ofthe Feaftblenefs andprobable Advantage of

fuch a Settlement from the neighbouring Gold and Spiee Iflands.— Of the befl Way to

Mindanao by the South Sea and Terra Anjlralis ; and of an accidental Difcovery there

by Captain Davis, and a Probability ofa greater. — The Capacity they were in tofttle

here.— The Mindanayans meafure their Ship.— Captain Swan's Prefentto the Sultan:

his Reception of it, and Audience given to Captain Swan, with RajaLaut, the Sultan's

Brother's Entertainment of him.— The Contents of two Englijh Letters jhcwn tlnnn by

the Sultan of Mindanao.— Of the Commodities, and the Punijhmcnts there. — The

General's Caution how to demean themfelves ; at his Perfuafion they lay up their Ships

in the River. — The Mandanayans* Carcffcs.— The great Rains and Floods ofthe City.

— The Mandanayans have Chinefe Accountants.— How their Women dance.—A Story

of one John Thacker.— Their Bark eaten up, and their Ship endangered by the Worm.

— Of the Worms here and elfewhere.—Of Captain Swan.— Raja Laut. the General's

Deceitfulnefs. — Hunting wild Kine. — The Prodigality offome of the EngliJIi. —
Captain Swan treats with a young Indian of a Spice- I/land.— A Hunting Voyage wjth

the General.— His punijhing a Servant of his.— Of his Wives and Women. — A Sort

offlrong Rice-Drink.— The General's foul Dealing and Exaaions. — Captain Sw.m'i

Uneafinefs and indifcreet Management.— His Men mutiny.— Of a Snake tici/ltrg
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clout one of iheir Necks, — The main Part of the Crew go aivay with the Shipy leav-

ing Captain Swan andfame of his Men : feveral others poifoned there.

HAVING in the two lafl; chapters given feme account of the natural, civil, and

religious ftate of Mindanao, I Ihall now go on with the profecution of our affairs during

our ftay there.

It was in a bay on the north-eaft fide of the illand that we came to an anchor, as

hath been faid. We lay in this bay but one night, and part of the next day. Yet
there we got fpeech with fome of the natives, who by figns made us to underftand,

that the city of Mindanao was on the weft fide of the ifland. We endeavoured to per-

fuade one of them to go with us to be our pilot, but he would not : therefore in the

afternoon we loofed from hence, fleering again to the fouth-eaft, having the wind at

fouth-weft. When we came to the fouth-eaft end of the ifland Mindanao, we faw two
fmall iflands about three leagues diftant from it. We might have paiTed between them
and the main ifland, as we learnt fince; but not knowing them, nor what dangers we
might encounter there, we chofe rather to fail to the eaftward of them ; but meeting

very ftrong wefterly winds we got nothing forward in many days. In this time we firft

faw the iflands Meangis, which are about fixteen leagues diftant from the Mindanao,

bearing fouth-eaft. I fhall have occafion to fpeak more of them hereafter.

The 4th day of July we got into a deep bay, four leagues north-weft from the two
fmall iflands before mentioned. But the night before, in a violent tornado, our bark
being unable to bear any longer, bore away, which put us in fome pain for fear Ihe was
overfet, as we had like to have been ourfelves. We anchored on the fouth-weft fide

of the bay, in fifteen fathoms water, about a cable's length from ftiore. Here we were
forced to flielter ourfelves from the violence of the weather, which was fo boifterous

with rains and tornados and a ftrong wefterly wind, that we were very glad to find this

place to anchor in, being the only fhelter on this fide from the weft winds.

This bay is not above two miles wide at the mouth, but farther in it is three leagues

wide, and feven fathoms deep, running north-north-weft. There is a good depth of

water about four or five leagues in, but rocky foul ground for about two leagues in

from the mouth on both fides of the bay, except only in that place where we lay.

About three leagues in from the mouth, on the eaftern fide, there are fair fandy bays,

and very good anchoring in four, five and fix fathoms. The land on the eaft fide is

high, mountainous and woody, yet very well watered with fmall brooks, and there is

one river large enough for canoes to enter. On the v/eft fide of the bay the land is of

a mean height with a large favannah bordering on the fea, and ftretching from the

mouth of the bay a great way to the weftward.

This favannah abounds with long grafs, and it is plentifully ftocked with deer. The
adjacent woods are a covert for them in the heat of the day ; but mornings and even-

ings they feed In the open plains as thick as in our parks in England. I never faw any

where fuch plenty of wild deer, though I have met with them in feveral parts of

America, both in the north and fouth feas.

The deer live here pretty peaceably and unmolefted, for there are no inhabitants on
that fide of the bay. We vifited this favannuh every morning, and killed as many
deer as we pleafed, fometimes fixteen or eighteen in a day j and we did eat nothing but

venifon all the time we ftayed there.

We faw a great many plantations by the fides of the mountains, on the eaft fide of

the bay, and we went to one of them, in hopes to learn of the inhabitants whereabouts

the city was, that we might not over-fail in the night, but they fled from us,

We
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We lay here till the twelfth day before the winds abated of their fury, and then Wv.
failed from hence, direfting our courfe to the weftward. In the morning we had a
land-wind at north. At eleven o'clock the fea breeze came at weft juft in our teeth,
but it being fair weather we kept on our way, turning and taking the advantage of the
land-breezes by night and the fea-breezes by day.

Being now part the fouth-eaft part of the ifland we coafted dowTi on the fouth fide,
and we faw abundance of canoes a fifhing, and now and then a finall village. Neitlier
were thefe inhabitants afraid of us, as the former, but came aboard

; yet we could not
underftand them nor they us but by figns : and when we mentioned the word Min-
danao they would point towards it.

The i8th day of July we arrived before the river of Mindanao, the mouth of which
lies in latitude 6 degrees 22 minutes north, and is laid in 231 degrees 12 minutes longi-
tude weft, from the Lizard in England. We anchored i-ight againft the river in fifteen

fathom water, clear hard fand ; about two miles from the lliore, and three or four miles
from a fmall ifland that lay without us to the fouthward. We fired fcven or nine guns,
I remember not well which, and were anfwered again with three from the fliore, for
which we gave one again. Immediately after our coming to an anchor. Raja Laut and
one of the Sultan's fons came oft" in a canoe, being rowed with ten oars, and demanded
in Spanifti what we were, and from whence we came ? Mr. Smith (he who was
taken prifoner at Leon in Mexico) anfwered in the fame language that we were Englifti,

and that we had been a great while out of England. They told us that we were wel-

come, and afked us a great many qucftions about England ; cfpecially concerning our
Eaft India merchants, and whether we were font by them to fettle a factory here ?

Mr. Smith told them that we came hither only to bu) provifion. They feemed a little

difcontented when they underftood that we were not come to fettle among them ; for

they had heard of our arrival on the eaft fide of the ifland a great while before, and
entertained hopes that we were fent purpofely out of England hither to fettle a trade

with them, which it fhould feem they are very dcfirous of : for Captain Goodlud had
been here not long before to treat with them about it ; and when he went away told

them, as they faid, that in fhort time they might expert an ambaffador from England

to make a full bargain with them.

Indeed, upon mature thoughts, I fhould think we could not have done better than

to have complied with the defire they feemed to have of our fettling here ; and to have

taken up our quarters among them. For as thereby we might better have confulted

our own profit and fatisfadion, than by the other loofe roving way of life ; fo it might

probably have proved of public benefit to our nation, and been a means of introducing

an Englifli fettlement and trade, not only here, but through feveral of the fpice-iflands

which lie in its neighbourhood.

For the iflands Meangis, which I mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, lie

within twenty leagues of Mindanao. Thefe are three fmall iflands that abound with

gold and cloves, if I may credit my author, Prince Jeoly, who was born on one of them,

and was at that time a flave in the city of Mindanao. He might have been purchafeJ

by us of his mafter for a finall matter (as he was afterwards by Mr. Moody, who came

hither to trade, and laded a fliip with clove-bark), and by tranlporting iiim home to

his own country, we might have gotten a trade there. But of Prince Jeoly I fliall

fpeak more hereafter. Thefe iflands are as yet probably unknown to the Dutch, who,

as 1 faid before, endeavour to engrofs all the fpice into their own h;mds.

There was another opportunity offered us here of fettling on another fpice-ifland

that was very well inhabited : for the inh:ibitants fearing the Dutch, and undcrftand-

ing that the Englilh were fcttlhig at JMindanao, their Sultan feat liis nephew to Minda-
nao
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nao while we were there to invite us thither. Captain Swan conferred with him about

it clivers times, and I do believe he had fome inclination to accept the offer, and I am
fare moll: of the men were for it ; but this never came to a head, for want of a true

underflanding between Captain Swan and his men, as may be declared hereafter.

Befido the benefit which might accrue from this trade with Meangis, and other the

fpicc-iilands, the Philippine iflands themfelves, by a little care and induftry, might have

afforded us a very beneficial trade, and all thefe trades might have been managed from

Mindanao, by fettling there firft. For that ifland lieth very convenient for trading

either to the fpice-iflands, or to the reft of the Philippine iflands ; fmce as its foil is

much of the fanie nature with either of them, fo it lies as it were in the centre of the

gold and tpice trade in thefe parts ; the iflands north of Mindanao abounding moft in

gold, and thofe fouth of Meangis in fpice.

As the ifland Mindanao lies very convenient for trade fo confidering its diftance,

the way thither may not be over long and tirefome. The courfe that I would choofe

Ihould be to fet out of England about the latter end of Auguft, and to pafs round

Terra del Fuego, and fo Tlretching over towards new Holland, coaft it along that

fhore till I came near to Mindanao ; or firft I would coaft down near the American

fhore, as far a? I found convenient, and then direft my courfe accordingly for the

ifland. By this I fliould avoid coming near any of the Dutch fettlements, and be

fure to meet always with a conftant briflc eafterly trade-wind, after I was once paft

Terra del Fuego. Whereas in paffmg about the Cape of Good Hope, after you are

ihot over the Eaft Indian occean and are to come to the iflands, you muft pafs through

the Streights of Malacca or Sandy, or elfe fome other ftreights eaft from Java, where
you will be fure to meet with contrary winds, go on which fide of the equator you
pleafe ; and this would require ordinarily feven or eight months for the voyage, but

the other I fliould hope to perform in fix or feven at moft. In your return front

thence alfo you muft obferve the fame rule as the Spaniards do in going from Manila

to Acapulco ; only as they run towards the north pole for variable winds, fo you
muft run to the fouthward, till you meet with a wind that will carry you over to

Terra del Fuego. There are places enough to touch at for refrefliment, either

going or coming. You may touch going thither on either fide of Terra Patagonia,

or, if you pleafe, at the Gallapagoes Iflands, where there is refrefliment enough ; and
returning you may probably touch fomewhere on New Holland, and fo make fome
profitable difcovery in thefe places without going out of your way. And to fpeak

my thoughts freely, I believe it is owing to the negleft of this eafy way that all that

vaft trad of Terra Auftralis which bounds the South Sea is yet undifcovered : thofe

that crofs that fea feeming to defign fome bufinefs on the Peruvian or Mexican coaft,

and fo leaving that at a diftance. To confirm which, I ftiall add what Captain Davis

told me lately, that after his departure from us at the haven of Ria Lexa, (as is

mentioned in the eight chapter,) he went after feveral traverfes to the Gallapagoes,

and that ftanding thence fuuthward for wind, to bring him about Terra del Fuego,
in the latitude of twenty-feven fouth, about five-hundred leagues from Copayapo, on
the coaft of Chili, he faw a fmall fandy ifland juft by him ; and that they faw to the

weftward of it a long tracl of pretty high land, tending away towards the north-

weft cut of fight. This might probably be the coaft of Terra Auftralis Incognita.

But to return to Mindanao : as to the capacity we were then in, of fettling ourfelves

at Mindanao, although we were not fent out of any fuch defign of fettling, yet we
were as well provided or better, confidering all circumftances, than if we had. For
there was fcarce any ufeful trade but fome or other of us underftood it. We had
fhwyers, carpenters, joiners, brickmakers, bricklayers, fhoemakers, tailors, &c.

4 we
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we only wanted a good fmith for great work ; which we might have had at Mindanao.
We were very well provided with iron, lead, and all forts of tools, as faws, axes,
hammers, &c. We had powder and fhot enough, and very good fmall arms. If we
had defigned to build a fort, we could have fpared eight or ten guns out of our fhip,

and men enough to have managed it, and any aiFair of trade bcfide. We had alfo

a great advantage above raw men that arc fent out of England into thefe places, who
proceed ufually too cautioufly, coldly and formally, to compafs any connderable
defign, which experience better teaches than any rules whatfoever ; befiues the danger of
their lives in fo great and fudden a change of air : whereas we were all inured to

hot climates, hardened by many fatigues, and in general daring men, and fuch as

would not be eafily baffled. To add one thing more, our men were almofl tired,

and began to defire a quietus ejl ; and therefore they would gladly have fcated them-
felves any where. We had a good fhip too, and enough of us (befide what might
have been fpared to manage our new fettlement) to bring the news with the efiects to

the owners in England : for Captain Swan had already five thoufand pounds in gold,

which he and his merchants received for goods fold moflly to Captain Harris and his

men : which if he had laid but part of It out in fpice, as probably he might have
done, would have fatisfied the merchants to their hearts' content. So much by way
of digrelllon.

To proceed therefore with our firft reception at Mindanao'; Raja Laut and his

nephew fat ftill in their canoa, and would not come aboard us ; becaule as they faid,

they had no orders from the Sultan. After about half an hour's difcourfe they took,

their leaves ; firii inviting Captain Swan afliore, and promifing to aflift him in getting

provifion ; which they faid at prefent was fcarce, but in three or four months' time

the rice would be gathered in, and then he might have as much as he pleafed : and

that in the mean time he might fecure his fhip in fome convenient place, for fear of

the wcflerly winds, which they faid would be very violent at the latter end of this

month, and all the next, as we found them.

We did not know the quality of thefe two perfons till after they were gone ; elfe

we fhould have fired foine guns at their departure : when they were gone a certain

officer under the Sultan came aboard and meafured our Ihip. A cuftom derived

from the Chinefe, who always meafure the length and breadth, and the depth of the

hold of all fliips that come to load there : by which means they know how much
each fhip will carry. But for what reafon this cufiom is ufed either by the Chinefe,

or Mindanao men, I could never learn ; unlefs the Mindimayans defign by this
,

means to improve their fkill in fliipping, againft they have a trade.

Captain Swan confidering that the feafon of the year would oblige us to fpend fome

time at this ifland, thought it convenient to make what intereft he could with the

Sultan ; who might afterwards either obflru<lt or advance his defigns. lie there-

fore immediately provided a picfent to fend afliore to the Sultan, viz. three yards

of fcarlet cloth, three yards of broad gold lace, a turkifli fcimiter and a pair of piltols

:

and to Raja Laut he fent three yards of fcarlet cloth, and three yards of filver lace.

This prefent was carried by Mr. Henry More in the evening. He was firft con-

duced to Raja Laut's houfe ; where he remained till report thereof was made to the

Sultan, who immediately gave order for all things to be made ready to receive him.

About nine o'clock at night, a meffenger came iiom the Sultan to bring the

prefent away. Then Mr. More was conducted all the way with torches and armed

men, till he came to the houfe where the Sultan was. The Sultan with eight or

ten men of his council were feated on carpets, waiting his coming. The prefent

thai
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that Mr. More brought was laid down before them, and was very kindly accepted

by the Sultan, who caufed Mr. More to fit down by them, and afked a great many
queftions of him. The difcourfe was in Spanifli by an interpreter. This conference

lafted about an hour, and then he was difmift, and returned again to Raja Laut's

houfe. There was a fupper provided for him, and the boat's crew ; after which he

returned aboard.

The next day the Sultan fent for Captain Swan ; he immediately went on fhore with

a flag flying in the boat's head, and two trumpets founding all the way. When he

came alhore, he was met at his landing by two principal ofliccrs, guarded along

with foldiers and abundance of people gazing to fee him. The Sultan waited for

him in his chamber of audience, where Captain Swan was treated with tobacco and

betel, which was all his entertainment.

The Sultan fent for two Englifli letters for Captain Swan to read, purpofely to let

him know, that our F.aft India merchants did defign to fettle here, and that they

had already fent a fliip hither. One of thefe letters was fent. to the Sultan from Eng-
land, by the Eafl: India merchants. The chiefeft things contained in it, as I remember,

for I faw it afterwards in the fecretary's hand, who was very proud to fliew it to us,

was to defire fome privileges, in order to the building of a fort there. This letter

was written in a very fair hand ; and between each line there was a gold line drawn.

The other letter was left by Captain Goodlud, directed to any Engliflimen who
fhould happen to come thither. This related wholly to trade, giving an account at

what rate he had agreed with them for goods of the illand, and how European goods

fliould be fold to them, with an account of their weights and meafures, and their

difference from ours.

The rate agreed on for Mindanao gold was fourteen Spanifh dollars, (which is a

current coin all over India) the Englifh ounce, and eighteen dollars the Mindanao
ounce. But for bee's-wax and clove-bark, I do not remember the rates, neither do
I well remember the rates of Europe corr.modities ; but I think the rate of iron was
not above four dollars a hundred. Captain Gcodlud's letter concludes thus : " Truft

none of them, for they arcj all thieves, but tace is Latin for a candle." We under-

flood afterwards that Captain Goodlud was robbed of fome goods by one of the

general's men, and that he that robbed him was fled into the mountains, and could

not be found while Captain Goodlud was here. But the fellow returning back to

the city fome time after our arrival here. Raja Laut brought him bound to Captain

Swan, and told him what he had done, defiring him to punifh him for it as he pleafed ;

but Captain Swan excufed himfelf, and faid it did not belong to him, therefore he
would have nothing to do with it. However, the general Raja Laut would not

pardon hiui, but punlflied him according to their own cufliom, which I did never fee

but at this time.

He was ftript flark naked in the morning at fun rifmg, and bound to a pofl:, fo that

he could not ftir hand nor foot, but as he was moved ; and was placed with his face

eaft;ward againfl the fun. In the afternoon they turned his face towards the weft,

that the fun might ftill be in his face ; and thus he ftood all day, parched in the fun

(which fliines here exceffively hot) and tormented with the mofkitos or gnats : after

this the general would have killed him, if Captain Swan had confented to it. I did

never fee any put to death : but I believe they are barbarous enough in it. The
general told us himfelf that he put two men to death in a town where fome of us

were with him ; but I heard not the manner of it. Their common way of punifliing

is to flrip them in this manner, and place them in the fun j but fometimes they lay

3 them



DAMPIEr's account of the PHILIPPINES. 25

them flat on their backs on the fand, which is very hot ; where they remain a whole
day in the fcorching fun, with the mofkitoes biting them all the time.

This adion of the general in offering Captain Swan the punifliment of the thief,

caufed Captain Swan afterwards to make him the fame offer of his men, when any
had offended the Mindanao men : but the general left fuch offenders to be punifhed
by Captain Swan, as he thought convenient. So that for the lead; offence Captain
Swan punifhed his men, and that in the-fight of the Mindanaians ; and I think fome-
times only for revenge ; as he did once puniili his chief mate Mr. Teat, he that came
Captain of the bark to Mindanao. Indeed at that time Captain Swan had his men
as much under command as if he had been in-a King's fhip : and had he known how
to ufe his authority, he might have led them to any fetllement, and have brought
them to aflift him in any defign he had pleafed.

Captain Swan being difmiffed from the Sultan, with abundance of civility, after

about two hours difcourfe with him, went thence to Raja Laut's houfe. Raja Laut
had then fome difference with the Sultan, and therefore he was not prefent at the

Sultan's reception of our captain ; but waited his return, and treated him and all his

men with boiled rice and fowls. He then told Captain Swan again, and urged it to

him, that it would be beft to get his fhip into the river as foon as he could, becaufe

of the ufual tempeftuous weather of this time of the year ; and that he fliould want
no afTiftance to further him in any thing. He told him alfo, that as we mufl of

neceffity flay here fome time, fo our men would often come afhore ; and he there-

fore defired him to warn his men to be careful to give no affront to the natives ; who
he faid, were very revengeful. That their cufloms being different from ours, he

feared that Captain Swan's men might fome time or other offend them, though

ignorantly ; that therefore he gave him this friendly warning to prevent it : that his

houfe fhould always be open to receive him or any of his men, and that he, knowing

our cuftoms, would never be offended at any thing. After a great deal of fuch

difcourfe he difmill the captain and his company, who took their leave and came
aboard.

Captain Swan having feen the two letters, did not doubt but that the F.nglifh did

defign to fettle a factory here : therefore he did not much fcruple the honefly of thcle

people, but immediately ordered us to get the fliip into the river. The river upon

which the city of Mindanao flands is but fmall, and hath not above ten or eleven foot

vater on the bar at a fpring tide. Therefore we lightened our fhip, and the fpring

coming on, we with much ado got her into the river, being afTifled by fifty or fixty

Mindanaian fifhermen, who lived at the mouth of the river ; Raja Laut himfelf being

aboard our fhip to direft them. We carried her about a quarter of a mile up, within

the mouth of the river, and there moored her, head and flern in a hole, where we

always rode afloat. After this the citizens of Mindanao came frequently aboard to

invite our men to their houfes, and to offer us pagallies. It was a long time llnce any

of us had received fuch friendfliip, and therefore we were the more eafily drawn to

accept of their kindneflls ; and in a very fhort time moft of our men got a comrade

or two, and as many pagallies ; efpecially fuch of us as' had good clothes, and flore

of gold, as many had, who were of the number of thofe that accompanied Captain

Harris over the IRhnius of Daricn, the reft of us being poor enough. Nay, the very

poorefl and meaneit of us could hardly pafs the ftreets, but we were even hauled by

force into their houfes, to be treated by them : although their treats were but mean,

viz. tobacco, or betel-nut, or a little fweet fpiccd water ;
yet their fceming fincerity,

fimplicity, and the maimer of bcftowing thefe gifts, made them very acceptable.
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When we came to their houfcs, they would always be praifmg the Engllfh, as declaring

that the Engilfh and Mindanaians were all one. This they expreft by putting their

two fore-fingers clofe together, and faying that the Englifh and Mindanaians were
" fanio, famo" that is, all one. Then they would draw their fore-fingers half a

foot afunder, and fay the Dutch and they were Bugeto, which fignifies fo, that they

were at fuch a diftance in point of friendfhip : and for the Spaniards, they would

make a gi-eater rcprefentation of diftance than tor the Dutch : fearing thefe, but

having felt, and fmarted from the Spaniards, who had once alnioft brought them
under.

Captain Swan did feldom go into any houfe at firft, but into Raja Laut's. There

he dined commonly every day ; and as many of his men as were aihore, and had no
money to entertain themfelves, reforted thither about twelve o'clock, where they had

rice enough boiled and well-dreft, and fome fcraps of fowls, or bits of buffaloe, drefl:

very naftily. Captain Swan was ferved a little better, and his two trumpeters founded

all the time that he was at dinner. After dinner Raja Laut would fit and difcourfe

with him mofl part of the afternoon. It was now the Ramdam time, therefore the

general excufed himfelf, that he could not entertain our captain with dances, and other

paftimes, as he intended to do when this folemn time was pafl ; befides, it was the

very heighth of the wet feafon, and therefore not fo proper for paflimes.

We had now very tempeftuous weather, and exceffive rains, which fo fvvellcd the

river, that it overflowed its banks ; fo that we had much ado to keep our fhip fafe :

for every now and then we (hould have a great tree come floating down the river and

fometimes lodge againft our bows, to the endangering the breaking our cables, and

either the driving us in, over the banks, or carrying us out to fea ; both which would
have been very dangerous to us, efpecially being without ballaft.

The city is about a mile long, of no great breadth, winding with the banks of the

river on the right hand going up, though it hath many houfes on the other fide too.

But at this time it feemed to ftand as in a pond, and there was no pafllng from one

houfe to anothtr but in canoes. This tempeftuous rainy weather happened the latter

end of July, and lafted moft part of Auguft.

When the bad weather was a little alTuaged, Captain Swan hired a houfe to put

our fails and goods in, while we careened our fliip. We had a great deal of iron and
lead, which was brought afliore into this houfe. Of thefe commodities Captain Swan
fold to the fultan or general, eight or ten tuns, at the rates agreed on by Captain

Goodlud, to be paid in rice. The Mindanaians are no good accomptants ; therefore the

Chinefe that live here do caft up their accompts for them. After this, Captain Swan
bought timber trees of the general, and fet fome of our men to faw them into planks,

to fheath the fhip's bottom. He had two whip-faws on board, which he brought out

of England, and four or five men that knew the ufe of them, for they had been lawyers

in Jamaica.

When the Ramdam time was over, and the dry time fet in a little, the general to

oblige Captain Swan, entertained him every night with dances. The dancing women
that are purpofely bred up to it, and make it their trade, I have already defcribed.

But befide them all the women in general are much addi£led to dancing. They
dance forty or fifty at once ; and that ftanding all round in a ring, joined hand in

hand, and finging and keeping time. But they never budge out of their places, nor
make any motion till the chorus is fung ; then all at once they throw out one leg, and
bawl out aloud ; and fometimes they only clap their hands when the chorus is fung.

Captain Swan to retaliate the general's favours fent for his violins, and fome that could
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dance Englifli dances ; wherewith the general was well very pleafed. They com-
monly fpent the biggefl part of the night in thefe fort of paftiincs.

Among the reft of our men that did ufe to dance thus before the general, there was
one John Thacker, who was a feaman bred, and could neither write nor read ; but
had formerly learnt to dance in the mufic-houfes about Wapping : this man came iato
the South-feas with Captain Harris, and getting with iiini a good quantitv of gold, and
being a pretty good hufband of his fliare, had dill fomc left, befides what he laid out
in a very good fuit of cloaths. The general fuppofed by his garb and his dancing,
that he had been of noble extradion ; and to be fatisfied of his quality, aflced of one
of our men, if he did not guefs aright of him ? The man of whom the general afked
this queftion told him he was much in the right : and that mofl: of our fhip's company
were of the like extraction, efpecially all thofe that had fme cloaths ; and that they
came aboard only to fee the world, having money enough to bear their exponces where-
ever they came ; but that for the reft, thofe that had but mean cloaths, they were
only common feamen. After this, the general (hewed a great deal of refpedt to ail

that had good cloaths, but efpecially to John Thacker, till Captain Swan came to

know the bufmefs, and marred all ; undeceiving the general, and drubbing the noble-

man : for he was fo much incenfed againft John Thacker, that he could never endure
him afterwards, though the poor fellow knew nothing of the matter.

About the middle of November we began to work on our fhip's bottom, which we
found very much eaten with the worm : for this is a horrid place for worms. We
did not know this till after we had been in the river a month ; and then we found our
canoes bottoms eaten like honey-combs ; our bark, which was a fingle bottom, was
eaten through ; fo that fhe could not fwim. But our fliip was fheathed, and the worm
came no further than the hair between the fheathing plank, and the main plank. We
did not miftruft the general's knavery till now : for when he came down to our (liip,

and found us ripping off the (heathing plank, and faw the firm bottom underneath,

he (hook his head, and feemed to be difcontented ; faying, he did never fee a fliip

with two bottoms before. We were told that in this place, where we now lay, a

Dutch fhip was eaten up in two months' time, and the general had all her guns ; and

it is probable he did expedt to have had ours : which I do believe was the main reafon

that made him fo forward in afiifting us to get our fhip into the river, for when we
came out again we had no afTiftance from him. We had no worms till we came to this

place : for when we careened at the Marias, the worm had not touched us ; nor at

Guam, for there we fcrubbed ; nor after we came to the ifland Mindanao ; for at the

fouth-eaft end of the ifland we heeled and fcrubbed alfo. The Mindanaians are fo

fenfible of thefe deftructive infefts, that whenever they come from fea, they imme-

diately hale their fhip into a dry dock, and burn her bottom, and there let her lie dry

till they are ready to go to fea again. The canoes or prows they hale up dry, and

never fuffer them to be long in the water. It is reported that thofe worms which get

into a fhip's bottom in the fait water, will die in the frefh water ; and that the frelh

water worms will die in f;dt water ; but in the brackifli water both forts will increafc

prodigioufly. Now this place where we lay was fomctimes brackifli water, yet com-

monly frefh ; but what fort of worm this was I know not. Some men are of opinion,

that thefe worms breed in the plank ; but I am pcrfuaded they breed in the fea : for

I have feen millions of them fwimming in the water, particularly in the bay of Pa-

nama ; for there Captain Davis, Captain Swan, and myfelf, and moft of our men, did

take notice of them divers times, which was the reafon of our cleaning fo often while

we were there : and thefe were the largcil worms that I did ever fee. I have alfo
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feen them in Virginia, and in the bay of Campeachy ; in the latter of which places

the worms eat prodigioufly. They are always in bays, creeks, mouths of rivers, and

fuch places as are near the fliore ; being never found far out at fea, that I could ever

learn : yet a fliip will bring them lodged in its plank for a great way.

Having thus ript off all our worm-eaten plank, and clapped on new, by the be-

ginning of December 1686, our fhip's bottom was flicathed and tallowed, and the

loth day we went over the bar and took aboard the iron and lead that we could not

fell, and began to fill our water, and fetch aboard rice for our voyage : but Captain

Swan remained afhore flill, and was not yet determined when to fail, or whither. But

I am well allured thut he did never intend to cruize about Manila, as his crew defigned

;

for I did once afk him, and he told me, that what he had already done of that kind

he was forced to ; but now being at liberty, he would never more engage in any fuch

defign : for, faid he, there is no Prince on earth is able to wipe oft" the flain of fuch

adlions. What other defigns he had I know not, for he was commonly very crofs ;

yet he did never propofe doing any thing elfe, but only ordered the provifion to be got

aboard in order to fail ; and 1 am confident if he had made a motion to go to any Eng-

lifli factory, mod of his men would have confented to it, though probably fome would

have Hill oppofed it. However, his authority might foon have over-fwayed thofe that

were refraftory ; for it was very (trange to fee the awe that thefe men were in of him,

for he punifhed the mofi: ftubborn and daring of his men. Yet when we had brought

the fhip out into the road, they were not altogether fo fubmiilive as while it lay in the

river, though even then it was that he puniflied Captain Teat.

I was at that time a hunting with the general for beef, which he had a long time

promifed us. But now I faw that there was no credit to be given to his word ; for I

was a week out with him and faw but four cows, which were fo wild, that we did not

get one. There were five or fix more of our company with me ; thefe who were

young men, and had Dalilahs there, which made them fond of the place, all agreed

with the general to tell Captain Swan that there were beeves enough, only they were

wild. But I told him the truth, and advifed him not to be too credulous of the

general's promifes. He feemed to be very angry, and ftormed behind the general's

back, but in his prefence was very mute, being a man of fmall courage.

It was about the 20th day of December when we returned from hunting, and the

general defigned to go again to another place to hunt for beef ; but he ftaid till after

Chriftmas day, becaufe fome of us defigned to go with him ; and Captain Swan had
defir^d all his men to be aboard that day, that we might keep it folemnly together :

and accordingly he fent aboard a buffalo the day before, that we might have a good
dinner. So the 25th day about 10 o'clock, Captain Swan came aboard, and all his

men who were afhore : for you muft underftand that near a third of our men lived

conftantly afhore, with their comrades and pagallies, and fome with women fervants,

whom they hired of their maflers for concubines. Some of our men alfo had houfes,

which they hired or bought, for houfes are very cheap, for five or fix dollars. For
many of them having more money then they knew what to do with, eafed themfelves

here of the trouble of telling it, fpending it very lavifhly, their prodigality making the

people impofe upon them, to the miking the reft of us pay the dearer for what we
bought, and to endangering the like impofitions upon fuch Englifhmen as may come
here hereafter. For the Mindanaians knew how to get our Iquires' gold from them
(for we had no filver), and when our men wanted filver, they would chan-xe now and
then an ounce of gold, and could get for it no more than ten or eleven dollars for a
Mindanao ounce, which they would not part with again under eighteen dollars. Yet

this.
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this, and the great prices the Mindanaians fet on their goods, were not the only way
to leflen their (locks ; for their pagallies and comrades would often be begging fome-
what of them, and our men were generous enough, and would beftow half an ounce
of gold at a time, in a ring for their pagallies, or in a filver wriflband, or hoop to

come about their arms, in hopes to get a night's lodging with them.

When we are all aboard on Chriftmas day, Captain Swan and his two merchants

;

I did expect that Captain Swan would have made fome propofals, or have told us his

defigns ; but he only dined and went afliore again, without fpeaking any thing of his

mind. Yet even then I do think that he was driving on a defign of going to one of
the fpice-iflands to load with fpice ; for the young man before-mentioned, who I faid

was fent by his uncle, the fullan of a fpice-ifland near Ternate, to invite the Englifh to

their ifland, came aboard at this time, and after fome private difcourfe with Captain

Swan they both went afhore together. This young man did not care that the Min-
danaians fliould be privy to what he faid. I have heard Captain Swan fay that he
offered to load his (hip with fpice, provided he would build a fmall fort, and leave

fome men to fecure the ifland from the Dutch ; but I am fince informed, that the

Dutch have now got poflfeffion of the ifland.

The next day after Chriflmas, the general went away again, and five or fix Eng-
liflimen with him, of whom I was one, under pretence of going a hunting ; and we
all went together by water in his prow, together with his women and fervants, to the

hunting-place. The general always carried his wives and children, his fervants, his

money and goods with him : fo we all embarked in the morning, and arrived there

before night. I have already defcribed the fafliion of their prows, and the rooms made
in them. We were entertained in the general's room or cabin. Our voyage was not

fo far but that we reached our fort before night.

At this time one of the general's fervants had offended, and was punifiied in this

manner : he was bound faft flat on his belly, on a bamboo belonging to the prow,

which was fo near the water, that by the velfel's motion, it frequently delved under

water, and the man along with it ; and fometimes when hoifted up, he had fcarce time

to blow before he would be carried under water again.

When we had rowed about two leagues, we entered a pretty large deep river, and

rowed up a league further, the water fait all the way. 'Ihere was a pretty large vil-

lage, the houfes built after the country fafliion. We landed at this place, where

there was a hov.fe made ready immediately for us. The general and his women lay at

one end of the houfe, and we at the other end, and in the evening all the women in

the A'illage danced before the general.

While we itaid here, 'he general with his men went out every morning betimes, and

did not return till four or five o'clock in the afternoon, and he would often compli-

ment us, by telling us what good truft; and confidence he had in us, faying that he

left his women and goods under our protedion, and that he thought them as fecure

with us fix, (for we had all our arms with us) as if he had left one hundred and nine

of his own men to guard them. Yet for all this great confidence, he always left one

of his priiicip?.l men, for fear fome of us fliould be too familiar with his women.

They did never (tir out of their own room when the general was at home, but as

foon as he was gone out they would prefently come into our room, and fit with us all

day, and afli a thoufand queftions of us concerning our Englifh women, and our cuftoms.

You may imagine that before this time fome of us had attained fo much of their lan-

guage as to uiiderfland them, and give them anfwers to their demands. I remember

that one day they afl^ed how many wives the King of England had ? We told them
but
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but one, and that our Englifli laws did not allow of any more. They faid it was a

flrange cuftom that a man fhould be confined to one woman ; fome of them faid it was

a very bad law, but others again faid it was a good law ; fo there was a great difpute

among them about it. But one of the general's women faid pofitively, that our law was

better than theirs, and made them all filent by the reafon which Ihe gave for it. This

was the War Queen, as we called her, for fhe did always accompany the general when-

ever he was called out to engage his enemies, but the refl did not.

By this familiarity among the women, and by often difcourfmg them, we came to be

acquainted with their cuftoms and privileges. The general lies with his wives by turns,

but Ihe by whom he had the firfl fon has a double portion of his company : for when it

comes to her turn flie has him two nights, whereas the reft have him but one. She
with whom he is to lie at night, feems to have a particular refpect flievvn her by the reft

all the precedent day ; and for a mark of diflinftion, wears a ftriped filk handkerchief

about her neck, by which we knew who was Queen that day.

We lay here about five or fix days, but did never in all that time fee the leaft fign of

any beef, which was the bufinefs we came about, neither were we fuffercd to go out

with the general to fee the wild kine, but we wanted for nothing elfe : however this

did not pleafe us, and we often importuned him to let us go out among the cattle.

At laft he told us, that he had provided a jar of rice-drink to be merry with us, and
after that we fhould go with him.

This rice-drink is made of rice boiled and put into a jar, where it remains a long time

fteeping in water. I know not the manner of making it, but it is very ftrong pleafant

drink. The evening when the general defigned to be merry, he caufed a jar of this

drink to be brought into our room, and he began to drink firft himfelf, then after-

wards his men, fo they took turns till they were all as drunk as fwine, before they fuf-

fered us to drink ; after they had enough then we drank, and they drank no more, for

they will not drink after us. The general leaped about our room a little while, but

having his load, foon went to fleep.

The next day we went out with the general into the favannah, where we had near

one hundred men making of a large pen to drive the cattle into : for that is the manner
of their hunting, having no dogs. But I faw not above eight or ten cows, and thofe

as wild as deer, fo that we got none this day : yet the next day fome of his men brought

in three heifers, which they killed in the favannah. With thefe vie returned aboard,

they being all that we got there.

Captain Swan was much vexed at the general's a£lions ; for he promifed to fupply us

with as much beef as we fhould want, but now either could not or would not make
good his promife. Befide he failed to perform his promife in a bargain of rice, that

we were to have for the iron which we fold him, but he put us off ftill from time to

time, and would not come to any account. Neither were thefe all his tricks ; for a

little before his fon was circumcifed, (of which I fpake in the foregoing chapter,) he
pretended a great flreight for money to defray the charges of that day, and therefore

defired Captain Swan to lend him about twenty ounces of gold ; for he knew that

Captain Swan had a confiderable quantity of gold in his poffefTion, which the general

thought was his own, but indeed he had none but what belonged to the merchants
j

however he lent it the general ; but when he came to an account with Captain Swan,
he told him, that it was ufual at fuch folemn times to make prefents, and that he
received it as a gift. He alfo demanded payment for the victuals that our captain and
his men did eat at his houfe. Thefe things ftartled Captain Swan, yet how to help

himfelf he knew not. But all this, with other inward troubles, lay hard on our cap-

tain's
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tain's fpirjts, and put him very much out of humour : for his own company were
prefling him every day to be gone, bccaufe now was the heighth of the eafterly mon-
ibon, the only wind to carry us farther into the Indies.

About this time fome of our men, who were weary and tired with wandering, ran
away into the country and abfconded, they being afTdted, as was generally believed, by
Raja Laut. There were others alfo, who fearing we (hould not go to an Englifh port,
bought a canoe, and defigned to go in her to Borneo : for not long before the Min-
danao veflel came from thence, and brought a letter directed to the chief of the Englifh
factory at Mindanao. This letter the general would have Captain Swan have opened,
but he thought it might come from fome of the Eafl: India merchants whofe affairs he
would not intermeddle with, and therefore did not open it. I fince met with Captain
Bowry at Achin, and telling him this flory, he faid that he fent that letter, fuppofing
that the Englifh were fettled there at Mindanao j and by this letter we alfo thought that
there was an Englifh factory at Borneo, fo here was a miflakc on both fides. But this

canoe wherewith fome of them thought to go to Borneo, Captain Swan took from them,
and threatened the undertakers very hardly ; however this did not fo far difcourage
them, for they fecretly bought another j but their defigns taking air, they were again
fruftrated by Captain Swan.
The whole crew were at this time under a general difafFetlion, and full of very dif-

ferent projefts, and all for want of aftion. The main divifion was between thofc that

had money and thofe that had none. There was a great difference in the humours
of thefe ; for they that had money lived afhore, and did not care for leaving Mindanao,
whiHt thofe that were poor lived aboard, and urged Captain Swan to go to lea. Thefe
began to be unruly as well as diflatisfied, and fent afhore the merchants' iron to fell

for rack and honey to make punch, wherewith they grew drunk and quarrelfome

;

which diforderly adtions deterred me from going aboard, for I did ever abhor drimken-
nefs, which now our men that were aboard abandoned themfelves wholly to.

Yet thefe diforders might have been crufhed if Captain Swan had ulcd his authority to

fupprcfs them : but he with his merchants living always afhore, there was no command,
and therefore every man did what he pleafed, and encouraged each other in his vil-

lanies. Now Mr. Harthop, who was one of Captain Swan's merchants, did very much
importune him to fettle his refolutions, and declare his mind to his men, which at lafl

he contented to do; therefore he gave warning to all his men to come aboanl the 13th

day of January 1687.

We did all eameflly expe£l to hear what Captain Swan would propofe, and therefore

were very willing to go aboard ; but unluckily for him, two days before this meeting

was to be. Captain Swan fent aboard his gunner, to fetch fomething afhore out of his

cabin. The gunner rummaging to find what he was fent for, among other things took

out the captain's journal from America to the iilaud Guam, ;uid laid down by him.

This journal was taken up by one John Read, a Briffol man, whom 1 have mentioned

in my fourth chapter. He was a pretty ingenious young man, and of a very civil

carriage and behaviour. He w-as alio accounted a good artill, ;md kept a journal, and

was now prompted by his curiofity to peep into Captain Swan's journal to fee how it

agreed with his own ; a thing very ufual among the feamcn that keep journals, when

they have an opportunity, and efpecially young men who have no great experience.

At the firfl opening of the book he lighted on a place in which Captain Swan had in-

veighed bitterly againfl mod of his men, efpecially againit another John Reeil a Jamaica

man. This was fuch fluff as he did not feek after : but hitting I'o pat on this fubjed

his curiofity led him to pry farther, and therefore while tlie guiuaor was bufy he con-

veyed
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veyed the book away to look over it at his leifure. The gunner having difpatched his

bufinefs, locked up the cabin-door, not milling the book, and went afliore. Then John
Reed fliewed it to his namefake and to the reft that were aboard, wlio were by this

time the biggeft part of them ripe for mifchief ; only wanting fome fair pretence to fet

themfelvcs to work about it. Therefore looking on what was written in this journal

to be matter futncicnt for them to accomplifli their ends, Capiain Teat, who as I faid

before had been abufed by Captain Swan, laid hold on this opportunity to be revenged

for his injuries ; and aggravated the matter to the heighlh, perluading the men to turn

out Captain Swan from being commander, in hopes to have commanded the fhip himfelf.

As for the feamen they were eafily perfuaded to any thing, for they were quite tired

with this long and tedious voyage, and moft of them defpaired of ever getting home,
and therefore did not care what they did, or whither they went. It was only want of

being bufied in fome a6:ion that made them fo uncafy ; thei-efore they confented to

what Teat propofed, and immediately all that were aboard bound rhemfelves by oarh to

turn Captain Swan out, and to conceal this defign from thofe that were afliore until the

fliip was under fail ; which would have been prefently if the furgeon or his mate had
been aboard, but they were both afliore, and they thought it no prudence togo to fea ,

without a furgeon ; therefore the next morning they fent afliore one John Cookworthy
to haften oft" either the furgeon or his mate, by pretending that one of the men in the

night broke his leg by falling into the hold. The furgeon told him that he intended

to come aboard the next day with the captain, and would not come before, but fent

his mate Herman Coppinger.
This man fometime before this was fleeping at his pagally's and a fnake twifted him-

felf about his neck, but afterwards went away without hurting him. In this country it is

ufual to have the fnakes come into the houfes and into the fliips too, for we had feveral

came aboard our fliip when we lay in the river. But to proceed ; Herman Coppinger
provided to go aboard, and the next day being the time appointed for Captain Swan
and all his men to meet aboard, I went aboard with him, neither of us diflirufted

what was defigning by thofe aboard till we came thither ; then we found it was only a
trick to get the furgeon off ; for now, having obtained their defires, the canoe was
fent afliore again immediately, to defire as many as they could meet to come aboard,

but not to tell the reafon left Captain Swan fhould come to hear of it.

The thirteenth day in the morning they weighed, and fired a gun ; Captain Swan im-
mediately fent aboard iVIr. Nelly, who was now his chief mate, to fee what the matter
v,'as ; to him they told all their grievances, and fliewed him the journal. He perfuaded '

them to ftay till the next day for an anfwer from Captain Swan and the merchants ; fo

they came to an anchor again, and the next morning Mr. Harthop came aboard ; he
perfuaded them to be reconciled again, or at leaft to ftay and get more rice, but they

were deaf to it, and weighed again while he was aboard. Yet at ]\Ir. Harthop's per-

fuafion they promifed to ftay till two o'clock in the afternoon for Captain Swan, and the

reft of the men if they would come aboard ; but they fuftered no man to go afliore,

except one William Williams that had a wooden leg, and another that was a fawyer.
If Captain Swan had yet come aboard, he might have daflied all their defigns ; but he

neither came himfelf, as a captain of any prudence and courage would have done, nor
lent till the time was expired. So we left Captain Swan and about thirty-fix men afliore

in the city, and fix or eight that run away ; and about fixteen we had buried there, the
moft of which died by poifon. The natives are very expert at poifoning, and do it

upon fiiiall occafions ; nor did our men want for giving offence, through their general
rogueries, and foraetimes by dallying too familiarly with their women, even before

2 their
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their faces. Some of their poifons are flow and lingering, for we had fome now
aboard who were poifoned there, but died not till fome months after.

CHAP, IV. — They depart from the River of Mindanao.— Of the Time lofl or gained
in failing round the World: with a Caution to Seamen about the Allo-jjancc they are to

take for the Difference of the Sun's Declination.— The South Coafl of Mindanao.
Chambongo Town and Harbour., with its neighbouring Quays.— Green Turtle. Ruins
of a Spanifh Fort. — The Weftermoji Point of Mindanao.— Two Prows of the Sologues
laden from Manila. — Jn IJJe to the Wefl of Sebo. — Walking Canes. — Ip of Bafts,
very large ; and numerous Turtle and Manatee.— A dangerous Shoal.— Theyfail
by Panay belonging to the Spaniards, and others of the Philippine I/lands. — ific of
Mindora,— Two Barks taken.— Afurther Account of the Ifle Luconia, and the City
and Harbour of Manila.— They go offPub Condore to lie there. — The Shoals cf
Pracel, ^c.— Pub Condore.— The Tar Tree.— The Mango.— Grape Tree.
The wild or Bajlard Nutmeg.— Their Animals.— Of the Migration of the Turtle
from Place to Place.— Of the commodious Situation of Pub Condore ; its Water, and
its Cochin-Chinefe Inhabitants.— Ofthe Malayan Tongue.— The Cuflom of proflitut-

ing their Women in thefe Countries, and in Guinea.— The Idolatry here, at Tunouin,
and amo7ig the Chincfe Seamen, and of a ProceJJlon at Fort St. George.— They refit

their Ship.— Two of them die of the Poifon they took at Mindanao They take in

Water and a Pilot for the Bay of Siam.— Pub Uby ; and Point of Cambodia
Two Cambodian Veffels. — Ifles in the Bay of Siam.^— The tight Vcffcls and Seamen of
the Kingdom of Champa. — Storms. —A Chincfe Jonk from Palimbam in Sumatra.— They come again to Pido Condore.—A bloody Fray with a Malayan Veffel.— The
Surgeon's and the Author's Defircs of leaving their Crew.

THE 14th day of January 1687, at three o'clock in the afternoon, we failed from
the river of Mindanao, defigning to cruife before Manila.

It was during our (lay at Mindanao, that we were firft made fenfible of the change of
time in the courfe of our voyage : for having travelled fo far weftward, keeping the fame
courfe with the fun, we muft confequently have gained fomething infenfibly in the

length of the particular days, but have loll; in the tale, the bulk or number of the days
or hours. According to the different longitudes of England and Mindanao this ifle

being wefl; from the Lizard, by common computation, about 210 degrees, the difil-rence

of time at our arrival at Mindanao ought to be about fourteen hours ; and fo much we
fhould have anticipated our reckoning, having gained it by bearing the fun company.
Now the natural day in every particular place muft be confonant to itfelf ; but this going

about with, or againft; the fun's courfe, will of neceflity make a difference in the calcula-

tion of the civil day beween any two places. Accordingly at Mindanao and all other

places in the Eaft Indies we found them reckoning a day before us, both natives and

Europeans ; for the Europeans coming eaflward by the Cape of Good Hope, in a courfe

contrary to the fun and us, wherever we met they were a full day before us in their

accounts. So among the Indian Mahometans here, their Friday, the day of their Sul-

tan's going to their mofques, was Thurlday with us, though it were Friday alfo with

thofe who came eaflward from Europe. Yet at the Ladrone iflands we found the

Spaniards of Guam keeping the fame computation with ourfelves ; the rcafon of which

I take to be that they fettled that colony by a courfe weflward from Spain ; tho Spa-

niards going firft to America, and thence to the Ladrones and Philippines. But how
the reckoning was at Manila and the reft of the Spanifli colonics in the Philippiae

VOL. XI. p iflands,
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iflands, I know not ; whether they keep it as they brought it, or correfted it by the

accounts of the natives, and of the Portuguefe, Dutch and EngUfli, coming the

contrary way from Europe.

One groat reafon why fcamcn ought to keep the difference of time as exaft as they

can, is that they may be the more cxad in the latitudes. For our tables of the fun's

declination, being calculated for the meridians of the places in which they were made,

diiFer about twelve minutes from thofe parts of the world that lie on their oppofite

meridians, in the months of March and September ; and in proportion to the fun's

declination, at other times of the year alfo. And fliould they run farther as we did,

the difference would fHll incrcafe upon them, and be an occafion of great errors.

Yet even able feamen in thefe voyages are hardly made fenfible of this, though fo

neceflary to be obferved, for want of duly attending to the reafon of it, as it happened

among thofe of our crew ; who after we had part 180 degrees, began to decreafe

the difference of declination, whereas they ought ffill to have increafed it, for it all the

way increafed upon us.

We had the wind at north-north-eafl:, fair clear whether, and a briflc gale. We
coafled to the weftward, on the fouth fide of the ifland of Mindanao, keeping within

four or five leagues of ihe fhore. The land from hence trends away weft by

fouth. It is of a good height by the fea, and very woody, and in the country we faw

high hills.

The next day we were abreaft of Cambongo ; a town in this ifland, and thirty

leagues from the river of Mindanao. Here is faid to be a good harbour, and a great

fettlement, with plenty of beef and buffaloe. It is reported that the Spaniards were

formerly fortified here alfo : there are two fhoals lie off this place, two or three

leagues from the fhore. From hence the land is more low and even
; yet there are

fome hills in the country.

About fix leagues before we came to the weft end of the ifland Mindanao, we fell

in with a great many a fmall low iflands or keys, and about two or three leagues to the

fouthward of thefe keys, there is a long ifland ftretching north-eaft, and Ibuth-weft,

about twelve leagues. This ifland is low by the fea on the north fide, and has a

ridge of hills in the middle, running from one end to the other. Between this ifle

and the fmall keys, there is a good large channel : among the keys alfo there is a

good depth of water, and a violent tide ; but on what point of the compafs it flows,

I know not, nor how much it rifeth and falls.

The feventeenth day we anchored on the eaft fide of all thefe keys, in eight fathom

water, clean fand. Here are plenty of green turtle, whofe flefli is as fweet as any

in the Weft Indies : but they are very fliy. A Uttle to the weftward of thefe keys

on the ifland Mindanao, we faw abundance of cocoa-nut trees : therefore we fent our

canoa afliore, thinking to find inhabitants, but found none, nor fign of any ; but

great tracks of hogs, and great cattle ; and clofe by the fea there were ruins of an

old fort ; the walls thereof were of a good height, built with ftone and lime, and by

the workmanfliip feemed to be Spanifli. From this place the land trends weft-north-

weft, and it is of an indifferent height by the fea. It runs on this point of the compafs

four or five leagues, and then the land trends away north-north-weft, five or fix

leagues farther, making with many bluft' points.

We weighed again the fourteenth day, and went through between the keys ; but

met fuch uncertain tides, that we were forced to anchor again. The twenty-

fecond day we got about the wcftcrmoft point of all Mindanao, and ftood to the

northward, plying under the fhore, and having the wind at north-north-eaft a frefh

gale.
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gale. As we failed along further, we found the land to trend norih-north-eaft On
this part of the ifland the land is high by the fea, with full blulf points and
very woody. There are fome fmall landy bays, which afford flreams of Vrcfli
water.

Here we met with two prows belonging to the Sologues, one of the Mindanaian
nations before mentioned. They came from Manila laden with filks and calicoes.We kept on this weftern part of the ifland fleering northerly, till we came abreaft of
fome other of the Philippine Iflands, that lay to 'the northward of us, then fteered
away towards them ; but ftill keeping on the weft fide of them, and we had the winds
at north-north-cafl.

The third of February we anchored in a good bay on the weft fide of the ifland, in
latitude nine degreei,_ fifty-five minutes, where we had thirteen fathom water,
good foft oaze. This ifland hath no name that we could find in any book, but lieth
on the weft fide of the iHand Sebo. It is about eight or ten leagues long, moun-
tainous and woody. At this place Captain Read, who was the fame Captain Swan had
fo much railed againft in his journal, and was now made captain in his room (as
Captain Teat was made mafter, and Mr. Henry More quarter-mafter,) ordered the
carpenters to cut down our quarter deck to make the fliip fnug, and the fitter for
failing. When that was done we heeled her, fcrubbed her bottom, and tallowed
it. Then we filled all our water, for here is a delicate fmall run of water.
The land was pretty low in this bay, the mould black and fat, and the trees of

feveral kinds, very thick and tall. In fome places we found plenty of canes, fuch as
we ufe in England for walking canes. Thefe were ftiort jointed, not above two feet
and a half, or two feet ten inches the longeft, and moft of them not above two feet.

They run along on the ground like a vine ; or taking hold of their trees, they climb
up to their very tops. They are fifteen or twenty fathoms long, and much of a bignefs
from the root, till within five or fix fathoms of the end. They are of a pale green
colour, clothed overj with a coat of fliort thick hairy fubftance, of a dun colour ; but
it comes off by only drawing the cane through your hand. We did cut many of
them, and they proved very tough heavy canes.

We faw no houfes, nor fign of inhabitants ; but while we lay here, there was a
canoa with fix men came into this bay ; but whither they were bound, or from
whence they came, I know not. They were Indians, and we could not underftand

them.

In the middle of this bay, about a mile from the fhore, there is a fmall low wooJy
ifland, not above a mile in circumference ; our lliip rode about a mile from it. This
ifland was the habitation ofan incredible number of great bats, with bodies as big as ducks,

or large fowl, and with vaft wings : for I faw at Mindanao one of this fort, and I

judge that the wings ftretchcd out in length, could not be lefs afunder than fcven or

eight feet from tip to tip ; for it was much more than any of us could fathom with

our arms extended to the utmoft. The wings are for fubftance like thofe of other

bats, of a dun or moufe colour. The fkin or leather of them hath ribs running along

it, and draws up in three or four folds ; and at the joints of thofe ribs and the extremi-

ties of the wings, there are fhurp and crooked claws, by which they may hang on any

thing. In the evening as loon as the fun was fet, thefe creatures would begin to take

their flight from this ifland, in fwarms like bees, diredling their flight over to the

main ifland ; and whither afterwards 1 know not. Thus we llvjuld fee them rifiiig

up from the ifland till night hiadred our fight : and in the morning as foou as it w.is

F 2 light,
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light, we fhould fee them returning again like a cloud, to the fniall ifland, till fun

rifing. This courfe they keep conftantly while we lay here, aftbrding us every mor-

ning and evening an hour's diverfion in gazing at them, and talking about them

;

but our curiofity did not prevail with us to go afliorc to them, ourfelves and canoas

being all the day time taken up in bufinefs about our Ihip. At this ifle alfo we found

plenty of turtle and manatee, but no fifli.

"We flayed here till the tenth of February, 1687, and then having completed our

bufinefs, we failed hence with the wind at north. But going out we ftruck on a rock

where we lay two hours : it was very fmooth water, and the tide of flood, or elfe we
fhould there have loft our fhip. We llruck off a great piece of our rudder, which

was all the damage that we received, but we more narrowly mift loofmg our Ihips

this time, than In any other In the whole voyage. This Is a very dangerous fhoal,

becaufe It does not break, unlefs probably it may appear In foul weather. It

lies about two miles to the weftward, without the fmall Batt Ifland. Here

we found the tide of flood fetting to the fouthward, and the ebb to the north-

ward.

After we were paft this flioal, we coafted along by the reft of the Philippine Iflands,

keeping on the weft fide of them. Some of them appeared to be very mountainous

dry land. We faw many fires In the night as we paffed by Panay, a great ifland fettled

by Spaniards : and by the fires up and down it feems to be well fettled by them ; for

this is a Spanifli cuftom, vihereby they give notice of any danger or the like from

lea, and It is probable they had feen our fliip the day before. This Is an unfrequented

coaft, and it is rare to have any fliip feen there. We touched not at Panay, nor any

where elfe, though we faw a great many fmall iflands to the weftward of us, and fome

fhoals, but none of them laid down in our draughts.

The 1 8th day of February we anchored at the north-weft end of the Ifland MIndora,

in ten fathoms water, about three quarters of a mile from the fliore. MIndora Is a

large Ifland, the middle of It lying In latitude thirteen degrees, about forty leagues long,

ftretching north-weft and fouth-eaft. It Is high and mountainous, and not very woody.

At this place where we anchored, the land was neither very high nor low. There was

a fmall brook of water, and the land by the fca was very woody, and the trees high

and tall ; but a league or two farther in the woods are very thin and fmall. Here we
faw great tracks of hog and beef, and we faw fome of each, and hunted them ; but

ihey were wild, and we could kill none.

While we were here, there was a canoe with four Indians came from Manila.

They were very fliy of us a while : but at laft, hearing us fpeak Spanifli, they

came to us, and told us, that they were going to a friar, that lived at an Indian

village towards the fouth-eaft end of the ifland. They told us alfo, that the har-

bour of Manila Is feldom or never without twenty or thirty fall of veflTels, moft:

Chinefe, feme Portuguefe, and fome few the Spaniards have of their own. They
faid, that when they had done their bufinefs with the friar they would return to Ma-
nila, and hope to be back again at this place In four days time. We told them that

we came for a trade with the Spaniards at Manila, and fhould be glad if they would

carry a letter to fome merchant there, which they promifed to do. But this was only

a pretence of ours, to get out of them what Intelligence we could as to their fliipplng,

ftrength, and the like, under colour of feeking a trade ; for our bufinefs was to

pillage. Now, if we had really defigned to have traded there, this was as fair an op-

portunity as men could have defired ; for thefe men. could have brought us to the

friar
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friar that they were going to, and a fmall prefent to him would have engaged him to
do any kindnefs for Us in the way of trade; for the Spanifh governors do not allow
of it, and we muft trade by ftealth.

The twenty-firfl day we went from hence with the wind at eafl-north-eaft, a fmall
gale. The twenty-third day in the morning we were fair by the fouth-call end of the
ifland Luconia, the place that had been fo long defired by us. We prefent ly faw a
fail coming from the northward, and making after her we took her in two hours time.
She was a Spanifh bark, that came from a place called Pangafanam, a fmall town on
the north end of Luconia, as they told us

;
probably the fame with Pongaffiny, which

lies on a bay at the north-wcfl fide of the ifland. She was bound to Manila, but had
no goods on board ; and therefore we turned her away.
The twenty-third we took another Spanifh veffel that came from the fame place as

the other. She was laden with rice and cotton-cloth, and bound for Manila alfo.

Thefe goods were purpofely for the Acapulco fhip : the rice was for the men to live

on while they lay there and in their return, and the cotton-cloth was to make fail.

The mafler of this prize was boatfvvain of the Acapulco fliip which efcaped us at Guam
and was now at Manila. It was this man that gave us the relation of what ftrcngth it

had, how they were afraid of us there, and of the accident that happened to them, as
is before mentioned in the tenth chapter. We took thefe two veffels within fcven or
eight leagues of Manila.

Luconia I have fpoken of already ; but I Ihall now add this further account of it.

It is a great ifland, taking up between fix and feven degrees of latitude in length, and
its breadth near the middle is about fixty leagues, but the ends are narrow. The
north end lies in about nineteen degrees north latitude, and the fouth end is about
twelve degrees thirty minutes. This great illand hath abundance of fmall keys or

iflands lying about it, efpecially at the north end. The fouth fide fronts towards the

refl of the Philippine iflands : of thefe that are its neareft neighbours, Mindora, lately

mentioned, is the chief, and gives name to the fea or Itreight that parts it and the other

iflands from Luconia, being called the flreights of Mindora.

The body of the ifland Luconia is compofed of many fpacious plain favannahs, and
large mountains. The north end feems to be more plain and even, I mean freer from
hills than the fouth end ; but the land is all along of a good height. It docs not ap-

pear fo flourifhing and green as fome of the other iflands in this range ; efpecially that

of St. John, Mindanao, Bat Ifland, &c. yet in fome places it is very woody. Some of

the mountains of this ifland afford gold, and the favannahs are well (locked with herds

of cattle, efpecially buffaloes. Thefe cattle are in great plenty all over the Eall Indies;

and therefore it is very probable that there were many of thefe here even before the

Spaniards came hither. But now there are alfo plenty of other cattle, as 1 have been

told, as bullocks, horfes, Iheep, goats, hogs, ;5fc. brought hither by the Spaniards.

It is pretty well inhabited with Indians, moft of them, if not all, under the Spaniards,

who now are maflers of it. The native Indians do live together in towns ; and they

have priefts among them to inllrud them in the Spanifh religion.

Manila, the chief, or perhaps the only city, lies at the foot of a ridge of high hills,

facing upon a fpacious harbour near the fouth-weft point of the ifland, in about the

latitude of fourteen degrees north. It is environed with a high flrong wall, and very

well fortified with forts and breaft-works. Tlie houfes are largo, (Irongly built, and

covered with pantile. The ftreets are large and pretty regular ;
with a parade in the

midft after the Spanifli fafliion. There are a great many fiiir buildings, belides churches

and other religious houfes ; of which there are not a few.

The
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The harbour is fo large, that fome hundreds of fliips may ride here ; and is never

without many, both of their own and ftrangers. I have already given you an account

of the two fliips going and coming between this place and Acapulco. Bcfides them,

they have fome fniall veflels of their own and they do allow the Portugucfe to trade

here, but the Chinefe are the chiefeft merchants, and they drive the greateft trade ;

for they have commonly twenty, thirty, or forty jonks in the harbour at a time, and

a great many merchants conflantly rcfiding in the city, bcfides fliopkecpcrs and handy-

craftlmen in abundance. Small veffels run up near the town ; but the Acapulco fhips,

and others of greater burden, lie a league fhort of it, where there is a ftrong fort ulfo,

and ftore-houfes to put goods in.

I had the major part of this relation, two or three years after this time, from Mr. Cop-
pinger, our lurgeon; for he made a voyage hither from Porto Nova, a town on the coaft

of Coromandel, in a Portugucie fliip, as I think. Here he found ten or twelve of Cap-

tain Swan's men ; fome of thofe that we left at Mindanao. For after we came from
thence, they bought a prow there, by the inftigation of an Irifhman, who went by the

name of John Fitz-Gerald, a perfon that fpoke Spanifli very well ; and fo in this their

prow they came hither. They had been here but eighteen months when Mr. Cop-
pinger arrived here, and Mr. Fitz-Gerald had in this time gotten a Spanifli Mullefa

woman to wife, and a good dowry with her. He then profeffed phyfic and furgery,

and was highly cfl:eemed among the Spaniards lor his fuppofed knowledge in thofe

arts ; for being always troubled with fore fliins while he was with us, he kept fome
plaifters and falves by him ; and with thefe he fet up upon his bare natural (lock of

knowledge, and his experience in liibes. But then he had a very great flock of con-

fidence witlial to help out the other, and being an Irifli Roman Catholic, and having the

Spanifli language, he had a great advantage of all his conforts ; and he alone lived well

there of them all. We were not within fight of this town, but I was fliewn the hills

that overlooked it, and drew a draft of them as we lay off at fea; which I have caufed

to be engraven among a few others that I took myfelf.

The time of the year being now too far fpent to do any thing here, it was con-

cluded to fail from hence to Pulo Condore, a little parcel of iflands, on the coafl; of

Cambodia, and carry this prize with us, and there careen if we could find any conve-

nient place for it, defigning to return hither again by the latter end of May, and wait

for the Acapulco fliip that comes about that time. By our drafts (which we were
guided by, being ftrangers to thefe parts,) this feemed to us then to be a place out of

the way, where we might lie fnug for a while, and wait the time of returning for our

prey. For we avoided as much as we could the going to lie by at any great place of

commerce, left we fliould become too much expofed, and perhaps be aflaulted by a

force greater than our own.

So having fet our prifoners afliore, we failed from Luconia the 26th day of Fe-

bruary, with the wind eaft-north-eaft, and fair weather, and a briflc gale. We were in

latitude fourteen degrees north when we began to fteer away for Pulo Condore, and

we fteered fouth by weft. In our way thither we went pretty near the ilioals of Pracel,

and other fhoals which are very dangerous. We were very much afraid of them, but

efcaped them v/ithout fo much as feeing them, only at the very fouth end of the Pra-

cel flioals we faw three Httle fandy iflands or fpots of fand ftanding juft above water

within a mile of us.

It was the 1 3th day of March before we came in fight of Pulo Condore, or the

ifland Condore, as Pulo fignifies. The 14th day about noon we anchored on the north

fide of the ifland, againft a fandy bay, two miles from the fliore, in ten fathoms clean hard

fand.
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fand, with both ftip and prize. Pulo Condore is the principal of a heap of iflands,

and the only inhabited one of them. They lie in latitude eight degrees forty minutes
north, and about twenty leagues fouth, and by eafl from the mouth of the river of
Cambodia. Thefe iflands lie fo near together, that at a diftance they appear to be but
one iiland.

Two of thefe iflands are pretty large, and of a good height ; they may be feen four-
teen or fifteen leagues at fea ; the refl; are but little fpots. The biggefl of the two
(which is the inhabited one) is about four or five leagues long, and lies eaft and weft.
It is not above three miles broad at the broadeft place ; in mofl places not above a mile
wide. The other large ifland is about three miles long, and half a mile wide. This
ifland flrctcheth north and fouth. It is fo conveniently placed at the weft end of the
biggeft ifland, that between both there is formed a very commodious harbour. The
entrance of. this harbour is on the north fide, where the two iflands are near a mile
afunder. There are three or four fmall keys, and a good deep channel between them
and the biggeft ifland. Towards the fouth end of the harbour the two iflands do in a
manner clofe up, leaving only a fmall paffage for boats and canoes, 'i'here are no
more iflands on the north fide, but five or fix on the fouth fide of the great ifland.

The mould of thefe iflands for the biggeft part is blackifti, and pretty deep, only the
hills are fomewhat ftony. The eaftern part of the biggeft ifland isiandy,yet all clothed
with trees of divers forts. The trees do not grow fo thick as I have feen them in fome
places, but they are generally large and tall, and fit for any ufe.

There is one fort of tree much larger than any other on this ifland, and which I have
not feen any where elfe. It is about three or four feet diameter in the body, from
whence is drawn a fort of clammy juice, which being boiled a little becomes perfeft

tar ; and if you boil it much it will become hard as pitch. It may be put to either

ufe : we ufed it both ways, and found it to be very ferviceable. The way that they

get this juice, is by cutting a great gap horizontally in the body of the tree, half throu^jh

and about a foot from the ground ; and then cutting the upper part of the body aflope

inwardly downward, till in the middle of the tree it meets with-the traverfe cutting or
plain. In this plain horizontal femicircular ftump they make a hollow like a bafon,

that may contain a quart or two. Into this hole the juice which drains from the

wounded upper part of the tree falls, from whence you muft empty it every day. It

will run thus for fome months, and then dry away, and the tree will recover again.

The fruit trees that nature hath beftowed on thefe ifles are mangoes, and trees

bearing a fort of ^rape, and other trees bearing a kind of wild or baftard nutmegs.

Thefe all grow wild in the woods, and in very great plenty.

The mangoes here grow on trees as big as apple trees : thofe at Fort St. George
are not fo huge. The fruit of thefe is as big as a fmall peach ; but long ;md fmalkr

towards the top: it is of a yellowifti colour when ripe; it is very juicy, and of a

pleafant fmell, and delicate tafte. When the mango is young they cut them in two

pieces and pickle them with fait and vinegar, in which they put fome cloves of garlick.

This is an excellent fauce, and much efteemed ; it is called mango-achar. Achar, 1

prefume, fignifics fauce. They make in the Kaft Indies, el'peciaily at Siam and Pegu,

feveral forts of achar, as of the young tops of bamboos, iv-c. Bamboo-acliar and mango-

achar are molt ufeil. The mangoes were ripe when we were ihcre, as were alio the

reft of thefe fruits, and they have then fo delicate a fragrancy, that we could fmell

them out in the thick woods if we had but the wind of them, while we were a good

way from them, and could not fee them j and we geaerJly found thciu out this way.

2 Mangoes
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Mangoes are common in many places of the Eafl: Indies ; but I did never know any
grow wild only at this place. Thcfc, though not fo big as thofe I have feen at Achin,

and at Maderas or Fort St. George, are yet every whit as pleafant as the befl fort of
their garden mangoes.

The grape tree grows with a flrait body, of a diameter about a foot or more, and
hath but few limbs or boughs. The fruit grows in clufters, all about the body of the

tree, like the jack, durian, and cacao fruits. There are of them botli red and white.

They are much like fuch grapes as grow on our vines, both in fhape and colour
;

and they are of a very pleafant winy tafle. I never faw thefe but on the two biggeft

of thefe idands ; the reft had no tar trees, mangoes, grape trees, nor wild nutmegs.

The wild nutmeg tree is as big as a walnut tree ; but it does not fpread fo much.
The boughs arc grofs, and the fruit grows among the boughs, as the walnut and other

fruits. This nutmeg is much fmallcr than the true nutmeg, and longer alfo. It is

inclofed with a thin (hell, and a fort of mace encircling the nut within the fliell. This

baftard nutmeg is fo much like the true nutmeg in fhape, that at our firft arrival here

we thought it to be the true one ; but it halh no manner of fmell nor tafte.

The animals of thefe iflands are fome hogs, lizards, and guanoes ; and fome of thofe

creatures mentioned in Chap. XI. which are like, but much bigger than the guanoes.

Here are many forts of birds, as parrots, paroquets, doves, and pigeons. Here are

alfo a fort of wild cocks and hens : they are much like our tame fowl of that kind,

but a great deal lefs, for they are about the bignefs of a crow. The cocks do crow-

like ours, but much more fmall and flirill ; and by their crowing we do firft find thent

out in the woods where we Ihoot them. Their flefti is very white and fweet.

There are a great many limpits and mufcles, and plenty of green turtle.

And upon this mention of turtle again, I think it not amifs to add fome reafons to

ftrengthen the opinion that I have given concerning thefe creatures removing from

place to place. I have faid in Chap. V. that they leave their common feeding places,

and go to places a great way from thence, to lay, as particularly to the ifland Afcen-

fion. Now I have difcourfed with fome fince that fubjeft was printed, who are of

opinion, that when the laying time is over they never go from thence, but lie fome-

where in the fea about the ifland, which I think is very improbable ; for there can be

food for them there, as I could foon make appear ; as particularly from hence, that

the fea about the ifle of Afcenfion is fo deep as to admit of no anchoring but at one

place, where there is no fign of grafs ; and we never bring up with our founding lead

any grafs or weeds out of very deep feas, but fand, or the like, only. But if this be

granted, that there is food for them, yet I have a great deal of reafon to believe that the

turtle go from hence ; for after the laying time you fhall never fee them, and where-

ever turtle are, you will fee them rife and hold their head above water to breathe, once

in feven or eight minutes, or at longeft in ten or twelve. And if any man does but

confider how filh take their certain feafons of the year to go from one fea to another,

this would not feem ftrange ; even fowls alfo having their feafons to remove from one

place to another.

Thefe iflands are pretty well watered with fmall brooks of frefli water, that run flufli

into the fea for ten months in the year. The latter end of March they begin to dry

away, and in April you ihall have none in the brooks but what is lodged in deep holes;

but you may dig wells in fome places. In May, when the rain comes, the land is again

repleniflied with water, and the brooks run out into the fea.

Thefe iflands lie very commodioufly in the way to and from Japan, China, Manila,

4 Tunquin,



DAMPIFr's account of the PHILIPPINES. 41

Tunquin, Cochin-China, and in general all this mofl eaftcrly coafl of the Indian con-
tinent, whether you go through the ftreights of Malacca, or the flrcights of Sunda,
between Sumatra and Java ; and one of them you mufl: pafs in the common way from
Europe, or other parts of the Eafl: Indies ; unlefs you mean to fetch a great compafs
round mofl of the Eafl India iflands, as we did. Any fliip in diftrefs may be refrefhed
and recruited here very conveniently ; and, befides ordinary accommodations, be fur-
niflied with mafls, yards, pitch, and tar. It might alfo be a convenient place to ufher
m a commerce with the neighbouring country of Cochin-China, and forts mi^ht be
built to fecure a factory

;
particularly at the harbour, which is capable of being well

lortified.

The inhabitants of this ifland are by nation Cochin-Chinefe, as they told us ; for one
of them fpoke good Malayan, which language we learnt a fmattering of, and fome of
us fo as to fpeak it pretty well, while we lay at Mindanao; and this is the common
tongue of trade and commerce (though it be not in feveral of them the native language)
in mofl of the Eafl India iflands, being the lingua Franca, as it were, of thefe parts.

I believe it is the vulgar tongue at Malacca, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo ; but at Ce-
lebes, the Philippine iflands, and the fpice-iflands, it feems borrowed for the carrying-

on of trade.

The inhabitants of Pulo Condore are but a fmall people in ftature, well enoufrli

fliaped, and of a darker colour than the Mindanayans. They are pretty long vifaged,

their hair is black and flraighr, their eyes are but fmall and black, their nofes of a mean
bignefs and pretty high, their lips thin, their teeth white, and little mouths. They
are very civil people, but extraordinary poor. Their chicfefl employment is to draw
the juice of thofe trees that I have defcribed to make tar. I'hey preferve it in wooden
troughs; and when they have their cargo, they tranfport it to Cochin-China, their

mother country. Some others of them employ themfelves to catch turtle, and boil

up their fat to oil, which they alfo tranfport home. Thefe people have groat large

nets, with wide meflies to catch the turtle. The Jamaica turtlers have fuch ; but I did

never fee the like nets but at Jamaica and here.

They are fo free of their women, that they would bring them aboard and offer them
to us ; and many of our men hired them for a fmall matter. This is a cuflom ufed

by feveral nations in the Eafl Indies, as at Pegu, Siam, Cochin-China, and Cambodia,
as I have been told. It is ufed at Tunquin alio to my knowledge ; for I did afterwards

make a voyage thither, and mofl of our men had women on board all the time of our
abode there. In Africa, alfo, on the coafl of Guinea, our merchants, fadors, and
fcamen that refide there, have their black miifes. It is accounted a piece of policy to

do it ; for the chief factors and captains of fliips have the great men's daughters of-

fered them, the mandarins* or noblemen's at Tunquin, and even the King's wives in

Guinea ; and by this fort of alliance the country people are engaged to a greater friend-

fhip ; and if there fliould arife any dilference about trade, or any thing elfe, which

might provoke the native to feek fome treacherous revenge, to which all thefe heathen

rations are very prone, then thefe Dalilahs would certainly declare it to their white

friends, and fo hinder their countrymen's defign.

Thefe people are idolaters ; but their manner of worfhip I know not. There are a

few fcattering houfcs and plantations on the great ifland, and a fmall village on the fouth

fide of it ; where there is a little idol temple, and an image of an elephant about five

feet high, and in bignefs proportionable, placed on one fide of the temple ; and a horfe

not fo big placed the other fide of it ; both (landing with their heads towards the fouth.
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The temple itfelf was low and ordinary, built of wood, and thatched like one of their

houfes, which are but very meanly.

The images of the horfe and the elephant were the mofl general idols that I ob-

fervcd in the temples of Tunquin, when I travelled there. There were other images

alfo of beafts, birds, and fifh. I do not remember I faw any human (hape there, nor

any fuch monftrous reprcfentations as I have feen among the Chinefe. Wherever the

Chinefe feamen or merchants come ("and they are very numerous all over thefe feas)

they have always hideous idols on board their jonks or fliips, with altars, and lamps

burning before them. Thefe idols they bring alhore with them ; and befide thofe they

have in common, every man hath one in his own houfe. Upon fome particular fo-

Icmn days I have feen their bonzies, or priefts, bring whole armfuls of painted papers,

and burn them with a great deal of ceremony, being very careful to let no piece efcape

them. The fame day they killed a goat which had been purpofely fatting a month
before ; this they ofl'er or prefent before their idol, and then drefs it and feafl: them-

felves with it. I have feen them do this in Tunquin, where I have at the fame time

been invited to their feafts ; and at Bancouli, in the ifle of Sumatra, they fent a

flioulder of the facrificed goat to the Englilh, who eat of It, and afked me to do fo too ;

but I refufed.

When I was at Maderas, or Fort St. George, I took notice of a great ceremony ufed

for feveral nights fucceflively by the idolaters inhabiting the fuburbs : both men and
women (thefe very well clad) in a great multitude went in folemn proceflion with

lighted torches, carrying their idols about with them. I knew not the meaning of it.

I obferved fome went purpofely carrying oil to fprinkle into the lamps, to make them
burn the brighter. They began their round about eleven a clock at night, and

having paced it gravely about the ftreets till two or three a clock in the morning,

their idols were carried with much ceremony into the temple by the chief of the

proceffion, and fome of the women I faw enter the temple, particularly. Their idols

were different from thofe of Tunquin, Cambodia, &c. being in human fliape.

I have faid already that we arrived at thefe iflands the fourteenth day of March
1687. The next day we fearched about for a place to careen in ; and the fixteenth

day we entered the harbour, and immediately provided to careen. Some men were
fet to fell great trees to faw into planks ; others went to unrigging the fhip ; fome
made a houfe to put our goods in, and for the fail-maker to work in. The country

people reforted to us, and brought us of the fruits of the ifland, with hogs, and forne-

times turtle ; for which they received rice in exchange, which we had a fliip load of,

taken at Manila. We bought of them alfo a good quantity of their pitchy liquor,

which we boiled, and ufed about our (hip's bottom. We mixed it firft with lime,

which we made here, and it made an excel lant coat, and .fluck on vei-y well.

We ftaid in this harbour from the i6th day of March, till the i6th of April ; in

which time we made a new fuit of fails of the cloth that was taken in the prize. We
cut a fpare main-top- maft, and fawed plank to flieath the fhip's bottom ; for fhe was
not {heathed all over at Mindanao, and that old plank that was left on then we now
ript off, and clapped on nev/.

While we lay here two of our men died, who were poifoned at Mindanao ; they told

us of it when they found themfelves poifoned,- and had lingered ever fince. They
•were opened by our dodor, according to their own requefl before they died, and their

livers were blacky light and dry, like pieces of cork.

Our bufinefs being finilhed here, we left the Spanlfh prize taken at Manila, and
moft of the rice, taking out enough for ourfelves } and on the 17th day we went from

hence
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hence to the place where we firft anchored, on the north-fide of the great ifland, pur-
pofely to water; for there was a great ftream when we firfl came to the ifland, and
we thought it was fo now. But we found it dried up, only it flood in holes, two or
three hogflieads or a tun in a hole : therefore we did immediately cut bamboos, and
made fpouts, through which we conveyed the water down to the fea-fide, by taking
it up in bowls, and pouring it into thefe fpouts or troughs. We conveyed fome of
it thus near half a mile. While we were filling our water. Captain Read engaged an
old man, one of the inhabitants of this ifland, the fame who I faid could fpeak. the
Malayan language, to be his pilot to the bay of Siam ; for he had often been telling

us, that he was well acquainted there, and that he knew fome iflands there, where
there were fiftiermen lived, who he thought could fupply us with falt-fifli to eat at

fca ; for we had nothing but rice to eat. The eaftcrly monfoon was not yet done

;

therefore it was concluded to fpcud fome time there, and then take the advantage of

the beginning of the wctlern monibon, to return to Manila again.

The 2 1 ft day of April 1687, we failed from Pulo Condore, directing our courfe

weft by fouth for the bay of Siam, We had fair weather, and a fine moderate gale of
wind at caft-north-eaft.

The 23d day we arrived at Pulo Ubi, or the ifland Ubi. This ifland is about forty

leagues to the weftward of Pulo Condore; it lies juft at the entrance of the bay of

Siam, at the fouth-wcft point of land, that makes the bay ; namely, the point of Cam-
bodia. This ifland is about feven or eight leagues round, and it is higher land than

any of Pulo Condore iflcs. Againft the fouth-eaft part of it there is a fmall key,

about a cables' length from the main ifland. This Pulo Ubi is very woody, and it has

good water on the north fide, where you may anchor ; but the belt anchoring is on the

eaft fide againft a fmall bay ; then you will have the little ifland to the fouthward of you.

At Pulo Ubi we found two fmall barks laden with rice. They belonged to Cam-
bodia, from whence they came not above two or three days before, and they touched

here to fill water. Rice is the general food of all thefe countries, therefore it is tranf-

ported by fea from one country to another, as corn in thefe parts of the world. Por

in fome countries they produce more than enough tor themfelves, and fend what they

can fpare to thofe places where there is but little.

The 24th day we went into the bay of Siam : this is a large deep bay, of which

and of this kingdom I Ihall at prefent fpeak but little, becaufe I defign a more parti-

cular account of all this coaft, to wit, of fonquin, Cochin-China, Siam, Champa, Com-
bodia, and Malacca, making all the moft eaiterly part of the continent ot Afia, lying

fouth of China: but to do it in the courfe of this voyage, would too much fwoll this

volume ; and 1 fliall chufe therefore to give a feparate relation of what I know or

have learnt of them, together with the neighbouring parts of Sumatra, Java, ;s:c. where

I have ipent fome time.

We ran down into the bay of Siam, till we came to the iflands that our Pulo Con-

dore pilot told us of, which lie about the middle of the bay : but as good a pilot as he

was, he ran us agroimd
;

yet we had no damage. Captain Read went afliore at thefe

iflands, where he found a fmall town of fifliermen ; but they had no fifh to fell, and fo

we returned empty.

We had yet fair weather, and very little wind ; fo that being often becalmed, we

were till the i 51 h d;iy of May before we got to Pulo Ubi again. There we found

two fmall vefleis at an anchor on the call fide : they were lad-n \vi;h rice and laqucr,

which is ufcd in japanning of cabinets. One of tlufe came from Champa, bound to

the town of Malacca, which belongs to the Dutch, who took it from the Portuguefe ;

c 2 and
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and this flicws that they have a trade with Champa. This was a very pretty neat vcflel,

her bottom very clean" and curioufly coated ; fhe had about forty men all armed with

cortans, or broad fwords, lances, and fome guns, that went with a fwivcl upon their

gunnel. They were of the idolaters, natives of Champa, and fome of the brifkefi:,

niofl fociable, without fearfulnefs or fliynefs, and the moll neat and dextrous about

their (hipping, of any fuch I have met with in all my travels. The other veffel came

from the river of Cambodia, and wiis bound towards the ftrcights of Malacca. Both

of them flopped here, for the wefterly winds now began to blow, which were againft

them, being fomewhat bleated.

We anchored alfo on the eaft-fidc, intending to fill water. While we lay here we
had very violent wind at fouth-weft, and a (Irong current fetting right to windward.

The fiercer the wind blew, the more ftrong the current fet againft it. This ftorm lafted

till the 2oth day, and then it began to abate.

The 2 ift day of May we went back from hence towards Pulo Condore. In our way

we overtook a great jonk that came from Palimbam, a town on the ifland Sumatra :

fhe was full laden with pepper which they bought there, and was bound to Siam :

but it blowing fo hard, flie was afraid to venture into that bay, and therefore came to

Pulo Condore with us, where we both anchored May the 24th. "jThis veflel was of

the Chinefe make, full of httle rooms or partitions, like our well-boats. I fhall de-

fcribe them in the next chapter. The men of this jonk told us, that the Englifh were

fettled on the ifland Sumatra, at a place called Sillabar ; and the firft knowledge we
had that the Englifh had any fettlement on Sumatra was from thefe.

When we came to an anchor, we law a fmall bark at an anchor near the fliore

;

therefore Captain Read fent a canoe aboard her to know from whence they came
;

and fuppofing that it was a Malayan veflel, he ordered the men not to go aboard, for

they are accounted defperate fellows, and their veiTfls- are commonly full of men, who
all wear creflets, or little daggers by their fides. The canoe's crew not minding the

captain's orders went aboard, all but one man that flaid in the canoe. The Malayans,

who were about twenty of them, feeing our men all armed, thought that they came

to take their velTel ; therefore at once, on a fignal given, they drew out their crelTets,

and ftabbed five or fix of our men before they knew what the matter was. The reft

of our men leaped over-board, fome into the canoe, and fome into the fea, and fo

got away. Among the reft, one Daniel Wallis leaped into the fea, vv'ho could never

fwini before nor fince
;
yet now he fwam very well a good while before he was taken

up. When the canoes came aboard. Captain Read manned two canoes, and went

to be revenged on the Malayans ; but they feeing him coming, did cut a hole in the

vefTel's bottom, and Went afhore in their boat. Captain Read followed them, but

they ran into the woods and hid themfelves. Here we ftaid ten or elven days, for it

blew very hard all the time. While we ftaid here Herman Coppinger our furgeon

went afliore, intending to live here ; but Captain Read fent fome men to fetch him

again. I had the fame thoughts, and would have gone afiiore too, but waited for a

more convenient place. For neither he nor I, when we were laft on board at Min-

danao, had any knowledge of the plot that was laid to leave Captain Swan, and run

away with the fhip ; and being fulliciently weary of this mad crew, we were willing to

give them the flip at any place from whence we might hope to get a pafliage to an Eng-
iifli faflory. There was nothing elfe of moment happened while we ftaid here *.

• He then proceeds to China, and returns to the Afiatic Iflands.

CHAP.
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CHAP.V.— The TJles to which they gave thet^amesofOrange^ Monmouth, Grafton, Bafljcf^
unci Goat IJlands, in general, the Bajhee IJlands.— A Digrcjfion concerning the different
Depths of the Sea near high or low Lands, Soil, 'isfc. as before.— The Soil, Fruits
and Animals of thefe Iflands.— The Inhabitants and their Cloathing. — Rings of a
yellow Metal like Gold— Their Houfes built on remarkable Precipices.— Their
Boats and Employments.— Their Food ofGoat Skins, Entrails, ?sfc.— Parcht Locufls.
Bapee or Sugar-cane Drink.— Of their Language and Original, Launces and Buffaloe
Coats. — No Idols, nor civil Form of Government.— A young Man buried alive by
them ; fuppofcd to be for Theft. — Their Wives and Children, and Hujloandry.—
Their Manners^ Entertainments and Trqffick. — Of the Ship's firjl Intercourfe with
thefe People, and Bartering with them. — Their Courfe among the IJlands ; their Stay
there, and Provifion to depart.— They are driven offby a violent Storm, and return.

The Natives Kindncfs to fix of them left behind.— The Crew, difcouraged by thofe
Storms, quit their Defign of cruifing off Manilafor the Acapulco Ship ; and it is re-

folved tofetch a Compafs to Cape Comorin, and fo for the Red-Sea.

THE fixth day of Augufl: we arrived at the five iflands that we were bound to

and anchored on the caft lide of the northermofl illand, in fifteen fathoms, a cable's
length from the fhore. Here, contrary to our expedlation, we found abundance of
inhabitants in fight ; for there were three large towns all within a league of the fea •

and another larger town than any of the three, on the backfide of a fmall hill clofe by
alfo, as we found afterwards. Thefe iflands lie in latitude twenty degrees twenty
minutes north latitude by my obfervation, for I took it there, and I find their longi-

tude, according to our drafts, to be one hundred and forty-one degrees fifty minutes.
Thefe iflands having no particular names in the drafts, fome or other of us made ufe
of the feamen's privilege, to give them what names we pleafe. Three of the iflands

were pretty large ; the weflermoft is the biggeft. This the Dutchmen who were
among us called the Prince of Orange's ifland, in honour of His prefent Majefty. It

is about feven or eight leagues long, and about two leagues wide ; and it lies almoft:

north and fouth. The other two great iflands are about four or five leagues to the

eaftward of this. The northermofl of them where we firfl anchored, I called the

Duke of Grafton's Ifle, as foon as we landed on it ; having married mv wife out of
his Dutchefs's family, and leaving her at Arlington houfe, at my going abroad. This

ifle is about four leagues long, and one league and a half wide, llretching north and
fouth. The other great ifland our feamen called the Duke of Monmouth's ifland.

This is about a league to the fouthward of Grafton Ifle. It is about three leagues long

and a league wide, lying as the other. Between Monmouth and tiie fouth-end of

Orange Ifland, there are two fmall iflands of a roundifli form, lying e:ilt and wjl.

The eaftermoft ifland of the two, our men unaniinoufly called Balhee ifland, from a

liquor which we drank there plentifully every day, after we came to an anchor at it.

The other, which is the fmalleft of all, we called Goat ifland, from the great numb.-r

of goats there ; and to the northward of them all, are two high rocks.

Orange ifland, which is the biggefl of them all, is not inhabited. It is high land,

flat and even on the top, with flieep clifls againit the fea ; for which rcafon we could

not go afliore there, as we did on all the relt.

I have made it my general obfervation, that where the land is fenced with ftoep

rocks and clifls againil the fea, there the fea is very deep, and feldom aflbrds anchor

ground j and on the other fide where the land falls away with a declivity into tlie fea,

(alihou'h
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(although the land be extraordinary high within,) yet there are commonly good
foundings, and confequently anchoring ; and as t!ie vifible declivity of the land appears

near, or at the edge of the water, whether pretty fteep or more floping, fo we com-
monly find our anchor ground to be more or lefs deep or fleep ; therefore we come
nearer the fliore, or anchor farther off as we fee convenient ; for there is no coaft; in

the world that I know, or have heard of, where the land is of a continual heighth,

without fome fmall valleys or declivities, which lie intermixt with the high land. They
are the fubfidings of valleys 01= low lands, that make dents in the fhore and creeks,

fmall bays and harbours, or little coves, &c. which afford good anchoring, the

furface of the earth being there lodged deep under water. Thus we find many good
harbours on fuch coafls, where the land bounds the fea with fteep cliffs, by reafon

of the declivities, or fubfiding of the land between thefe cliffs : but where the

declenfion from the hills or clills is not within land, between hill and hill, but, as on

the coafl: of Chili and Peru, the declivity is toward the main fea, or into it, the coafl:

being perpendicular, or very fteep from the neighbouring hills, as in thofe countries

from the Andes, that run along the fhore, there is a deep fea, and few or no har-

bours or creeks. All that coafl is too fteep for anchoring, and hath the feweft roads

fit for fliips of any coaft I know. The coads of Gallicia, Portugal, Norway and

Newfoundland, &c. are coafts like the Peruvian, and the high illands of the Archi-

pelago ; but yet not fo fcanty of good harbours ; for where there are fhort ridges of

land, there are good bays at the extremities of thofe ridges, where' they plunge into

the fea ; as on the coaft of Caraccos, &c. The ifland of John Fernando, and the

ifland St. Helena, &c. are fuch high land with deep fliore : and in general, the

plunging of any land under water, feems to be in proportion to the rifing of its con-

tinuous part above water, more or lefs fteep; and it muft be a bottom ahnoft level,

or very gently declining, that affords good anchoring. Ships being foon driven from

their moorings on a fteep bank : therefore we never ftrive to anchor where we fee

the land high, and bounding the fea with fteep cliffs; and for this reafon, "when we
came in fight of States Ifland near Terra del Fuego, before we entered into the fouth-

feas, we did not fo much as think of anchoring after we faw what land it was, becaufe

of the fteep cliffs which appeared againft the fea : yet there might be little harbours

or coves for fhallops, or the like, to anchor in, which we did not fee or fearch after.

As high fteep cliffs bounding on the fea have this ill conCequence, that they feldom

afford anchoring ; fo they have this benefit, that we can fee them far off, and fail clofe

to them, without danger ; for which reafon we call them bold fliores : whereas low

land on the contrary, is feen but a little way, and in many places we dare not come

near it, for fear of running a ground before we fee it. Befides there are in many
places fhoals thrown out by the courfe of great rivers, that from the low land fall into

the fea.

This which I have faid, that there is ufually good anchoring near the low lands,

may be illuftrated by feveral inftances. Thus on the fouth fide of the bay of Cam-
peachey, there is moftly low land, and there alfo is good anchoring all along fhore ;

and in fome places to the eaftward of the town of Campeachy, we ftiall have fo many
fathom as we are leagues oft" from land ; that is from nine or ten leagues diftance till

you come within four leagues : and from thence to land it grows but (hallower. The
bay of Honduras alfo is low land, and continues moftly fo, as we paft along from

thence to the coafts of Portobel, and Cartagena, till we came as high as Santa Martha ;

afterwards the land is lov/ again, till you come towards the coaft of Caraccos,

\yhich is a high coaft and bold fhore. The land about Surinam on the fame coaft is

a low
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low and good anchoring, and that over on the coafl; of Guinea is fuch alfo. And
fuch too is the bay of Panama, where the pilotbook orders the pilot always to found,
and not to come within fuch a dopth, be it by night or day. In the fame feas front

the high land of Guatimala in Mexico, to California, there is moftly low land and
good anchoring. In the main of Afia, the coafl of China, the bay of Siam and Bengal,
and all the coaft of Coromandel, and the coafl about Malacca, and agaiufl it the ifland

Sumatra on that fide, are mofUy low anchoring fhores. But on the well fide of
Sumatra, the (horc is high and bold ; fo moft of the iflands lying to the caflward of
Sumatra ; as the iflands Borneo, Celebes, Gilolo, and abundance of iflands of lefs

note, lying fcattering up and down thofe feas, are low land, and have good anchoring

about them, with many flioals fcattered to and fro among them ; but the iflands

lying againfl the Eall Indian ocean, efpecially the wefl fides of them, are high land

and fteep, particularly the well parts, not only of Sumatra, but alfo of Java, 'limor,

&c. Particulars are endlefs ; but in general it is feldom but high fhores and
deep waters ; and on the other fide, low land and fliallow feas are found together.

But to return from this digreflion, to fpcak of the refl of thefe iflands. Monmouth
and Grafton iflesare very hilly, with many of thofe fleep inhabited precipices on them,

that I fhall defcribe particularly. The two fmall iflands are flat and even ; only

the Bafhee ifland hatli one fleep fcraggy hill, but Goat ifland is all flat and very

even.

The mould of thefe iflands in the valley is blackifli in fomc places, but in mofl red.

The hills are very rocky: the valleys are well watered with brooks of frcfh water,

which run into the fea in many different places. The foil is indifferent fruitful,

efpecially in the valleys ; producing pretty great plenty of trees (though not very

big) and thick grafs. The fides of the mountains have alfo fliort grafs, and fome
of the mountains have mines within them ; for the natives told us, that the yellow

metal they fhewed us, (as I fhall fpeak more particularly) came from thefe moun-
tains ; for when they held it up they would point towards them.

The fruit of the iflands are a few plantains, bonanoes, pine-apples, pumpkins,

fugar canes, &c. and there might be more if the natives would, for the ground feems

fertile enough. Here are great 'plenty of potatoes and yams, which is the common
food for the natives for bread kind : for thofe few plantains they have, are only

ufed as fruit. They have fome cotton growing here of the fmall plants.

Here are plenty of goats and abundance of hogs ; but few fowls, either wild or

tame. For this I have always obferved in my travels, both in the Eaft and Weft
Indies, that in thofe places where there is plenty of grain, that is, of rice in one, and

maiz in the other, there are alfo found great abundance of fowls ; but on the contrary,

few fowls in thofe countries where the inhabitants feed on fruitt- and roots only. The
few wild fowls that are here are parakitcs, and fome other finall birds. Their tame

fowl are only a few cocks and hens.

Monmouth and Grafton iflands are very thick inhabited ; and Bafliec ifland hath

one town on it. The natives of thefe iflands are fliort fquat people ; they arc gcne-

raly round vifaged, with low foreheads and thick eye-brows ; their eyes ot a hazel

colour and fmall, yet bigger than the Chinefe ; fliort low nofes, and their lips and

mouths middle proportioned ; their teeth are white, their hair is black and thick,

and lank, which they wear but fhort ; it will jufl cover their cars, and fo it is cut

round very even. Their Ikins are of a very dark copper-colour.

They wear no hat, cap, nor turbat, or any thing to keep off' the fun. The men

for the biggeft part have only a fmall clout to cover their nakcdncfs ; fome of them
have
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have j tkets made of plantain leaves, which were as rough as any bear's fkin : I never

favv fuch rugged things. The women have a (hort petticoat made of cotton, which

comes a little below their knees. It is a thick fort of ftubborn cloth, which they

make thcmfelvcs of their cotton. Both men and women do wear large ear-rings,

made of that yellow metal before mentioned. Whether it were gold or no I cannot

pofnivcly fay ; 1 took it to be fo, it was heavy and <>i the colour of our paler gold.

I would fain have brought away fome to have fatisficd my curiofity ; but I had nothing

wherewith to buy any. Captain Read bought two of thefe rings with fome iron, of

which the people are very greedy ; and he would have bought more, thinking he was

come to a very fair market, but that the palenefs of the metal made him and his crew

diftruft its being right gold. For my part, I fliould have ventured on the purchafe of

fome, but having no property in the iron, of which we had great (lore on board,

fent from England by the merchants along with Captain Swan, 1 durfl not barter it

away.

Thefe rings when firft polifhed look very glorioufly, but time makes them fade,

and turn to a pale yellow. "Ihcn they make a foft pafle of red earth, and fmcaring

it over their rings, they cafl: them into a quick fire, where they remain till they be

red hot ; then they take them out and cool them in water, and rub oft' the parte ; and

they look again of a glorious colour and luftre.

Thefe people make but fmall low houfes. The fides which are made of fniall ports,

wattled with boughs, are not above four feet and a half high : the ridge-pole is about

feven or eight feet high. They have a fire place at one end of their houfes, and

boards placed on the ground to lie on. They inhabit together in fmall villages built

on the fides and tops of rocky hills, three or four rows of houfes one above another,

and on fuch rteep precipices, that they go up to the firft row with a wooden ladder,

and fo with a ladder ftill from every ftory up to that above it, there being no way to

afcend. The plain on the firft precipice may be fo wide, as to have room both for a

row of houfes that ftand all along on the edge or brink of it, and a very narrow ftreet

running along before their doors, between the row of houfes and the foot of the next

precipice ; the plain of which is in a manner level to the tops of the houfes below,

and fo for the reft. The common ladder to each row or ftreet comes up at a narrow

pafl'age left purpofely about the middle of it ; and the ftreet being bounded with a

precipice alfo at each end, it is but drawing up the ladder if they be aflaulted, and

then there is no coming at them from below, but by climbing up as againft a per-

pendicular wall ; and that they may not be aflTaulted from above, they take care to

build on the fide of fuch a hill, whole back-fide hangs over the fea, or is fome high,

fteep, perpendicular precipice altogether inacceflible. Thefe precipices are natural
;

for the rocks feem too hard to work on ; nor is there any fign that art hath been em-
ployed about them. On Bafliee ifland there is one fuch, and built upon, with its back

next the fea. Grafton and Monmouth ifles are very thick fet with thefe hills and

towns ; and the natives, whether for fear of pirates or foreign eneniies, or fa£l:ions

among their own clans, care not for building but in thefe faftnefles j which I take

to be the reafon that Orange ifle, though the largeft, and as fertile as any, yet

being level and expofed hath no inhabitants. I never faw the like precipices

and towns.

Thefe people are pretty ingenious alfo in building boats. Their fmall boats are

much like our deal yalls, but not fo big j and they are built with very narrow plank,

pinned with wooden pins, and fome nails. They have alfo fome pretty large boats,

which will carry forty or fifty men. Thefe they row with twelve or fourteen oars

I of
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of a fide. They are built much like the fmall ones, and they row doubled banked ; that

is, two men fitting on one bench, but one rowing on one fide, the other on the
other fide of the boat. They underftand the ufe of iron, and work it themfclves.
Their bellows are like thofe at Mindanao.

The common employment for the men is fifhing ; but I did never fee them catch
much : whether it is more plenty at other times of the year I know not. The womeu
do manage their plantations.

I did never fee them kill any of their goats or hogs for themfclves, yet they would
beg the paunches of the goats that they themfclves did fell to us : and if any of our
furly feamen did heave them into the fea. they would take them up again and the

(kins of the goats alfo. They would not meddle with hogs-guts, if our men threw
away any befide what they made chitterlings and faufages of. The goat-ikins thefe

people would carry afhore, and making a fire they would finge oif all the hair, and
afterwards let the ikin lie and parch on the coals, till they thought it eatable :

and then they would gnaw it and tear it in pieces with their teeth, and at laft fwallow ii.

The paunches of the goats would make them an excellent difli ; they drclfed it in this

manner : they would turn out all the chopt grafs and crudities found in the maw into

their pots, and fet it over the fire, and flir it about often : this would finoke and putf,

and heave up as it was boiling, wind breaking out of the ferment and making a very
favoury ftink. While this was doing, if they had any fifli, as commonly they had two
or three fmall fifh, thefe they would make very clean (as hating naflinefs belike) and cut

the flefli from the bone, and then mince the flefh as fmall as poflibly they could, and
when that in the pot vi'as well boiled they would take it up, and ftrcwing a little fait into

it they would eat it, mixed with their raw minced flelh. The dung in the maw would
look like fo much boiled herbs minced very fmall ; and they took up their mefs with

their fingers as the INloors do their piliavv, ufing no fpoons.

They had another di(h made of a fort of locufts, whofe bodies are about an inch

and an half long, and as thick as the top of one's little finger ; with large thin wings,

and long and fmall legs. At this time of the year thefe creatures came in great

fwarms to devour their potatoe-leaves, and other herbs ; and the natives would go out

with fmall nets, and take a quart at one fweep. When they had enough, they would
carry them home, and parch them over the fire in an earthen pan ; and then their

wings and legs would fall ofl", and their heads and backs would turn red like boiled

fhrimps, being before brownifh. Their bodies being full would eat very moilt, their

heads would crackle in one's teeth. I did once eat of this difh, and like it well enough,

but their other difh my flomach would not take.

Their common drink is water, as it is of all other Indians : befides which they make
a fort of drink with the juice of the fugar-cane, which they boil, and put fome f:nall

black fort of berries among it. When it is well boiled they put it into great jars, and

let it ftand three or four days and work ; then it fettles and becomes clear, and is pre-

fently fit to drink. This is an excellent liquor, and very much like ICnglifti beer both

in colour and tafte. It is very flrong, and I do believe very wholefomc : for our men,

who drank brifkly of it all day for feveral weeks, were frequently drunk with it, and

never fick after it. The natives brought a vafl deal of it ever)' day to iliofe aboard and

aihore : for fome of our men were afhore at work on Balhee Ifland ; which illanU they

gave that name to from their drinking iliis liquor there ; that being the name which the

natives call this liquor by : and as they fold it to our men very cheap, lo they did not

fbare to drink it as freely. And indeed from the plenty of this liquor, and their plenti-

ful ufe of It, our meu called all thefe iflands the 13aihee ifloxuls.

vol.. ai. H What
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What language thefc people do fpeak I know not ; for it had no afHaity in found to

the Chinefe, which is fpoke much through the teeth, nor yet to the Malayan language.

They called the metal that their ear-rings were made of bullawan, which is the IMin-

dauao word for gold ; therefore prjbably they may be related to the Philippine

Indians ; for that is the general name for gold among all thofe Indians. I could not

learn from whence they have their iron, but it is mod likely they go in their great

boats to the north end of Luconia, and trade with the Indians of that ifland for it.

Neither did I fee any thing befide iron and pieces of buffaloes' hide, which I could judge

that they bought of ftrangers : their cloaths were of their own growth and manu-
facture.

Thefe men had wooden lances, and a few lances headed with iron ; which are all

the weapons that they have. Their armour is a piece of buflaloe hide, fliaped like

our carter's frocks, being without fleeves, and fewed both fides together, with holes

for the head and the arms to come forth. This buff-coat reaches down to their

knees: it is clofe about their fhoulders, but below it is three feet wide, and as thick

as a board.

I could never perceive them to worfhip any thing, neither had they any idols ; neither

did they feem to obferve any one day more than another. I could never perceive that

one man was of greater power than another, but they feemed to be all equal ; only

every man ruling in his own houfe, and the children refpeding and honouring their

parents.

Yet it is probable that they have fome law or cuftom by which they are governed :

for while we lay here we faw a young man buried alive in the earth ; and it was for

theft as far as we could underfla:id from them. There was a great deep hole dug, and
abundance of people came to the place to take their laft farewel of him : among the reft

there was one woman who made great lamentation, and took off the condemned perfon's

eai--rings. We fuppofed her to be his mother. After he had taken his leave of her and

fome others he was put into the pit, and covered over with earth. He did not ftruggle,

but yielded very quietly to his punifhment ; and they crammed the earth clofe upon
him, and ftifled him.

They have but one wife, with whom they live and agree very well ; and their children

live very obediently under them ; the boys go out a fifhing with their fathers, and the

girls live at home with their mothers ; and when the girls are grown pretty flrong

they fend them to their plantations to dig hames and potatoes, of which they bring

home on their heads every day enough to ferve the whole family, for they have no rice

nor maize.

Their plantations are in the valleys, at a good diftance from their houfes ; where
every man has a certain fpot of land which is properly his own. This he manageth
liimfelf for his own ufe, and provides enough that he may not be beholding to his

neighbour.

Notwithflanding the feeming naflinefs of their difh of goat's maw, they are in their

perions a very neat cleanly people, both men and women ; and they are withal the

quietefl and civileft people that ever I did meet with. I could never perceive them to be
angry with one another. I have admired to fee twenty or thirty boats aboard our fhip

at a time, and yet no difference among them ; but all civil and quiet, endeavouring to

help each other on occafion : no noife nor appeai-ance of diflafle ; and although fome-
times crofs accidents would happen, which might have fet other men together by the

ears, yet they were not moved by them. Sometimes they will alfo drink freely and
xvarm themfelves with their drink, yet neither then could I perceive them out of

5 humour;
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humour. Thoy are not only thus civil among themfelvcs but very oblip;lnj^ and kind
to ftrangers, nor were their children rude to us as is ufual. Indeed the women, when
we came to their houfes, would modcftly beg any rags or fmall pieces of cloth to

fwaddle their young ones in, holding their children out to us ; and begging is ufual

among all thefe wild nations. Yet neither did they beg fo importunately as in other
places, nor did the men ever beg any thing at all ; neither, except once at the fijrd

time that we came to an anchor, as I fhall relate, did they fteal any thing, but dealt

juflly and with great fincerity with us, and make us very welcome to their houfes with
ba(hce drink. If they had none of this liquor themfelves they would buy a jar of drink
oi their neighbours, and fit down with us ; for we could fee them go and give a piece

or two of their gold for fome jars of bafliee. And indeed among wild Indians, as thefe

fcem to be, I wondered to fee buying and felling, which is not fo ufual, nor to con-
verfe fo freely as to go aboard Grangers' fliips with fo little caution, yet their own
fmall trading may have brought them to this. At thefe entertainments they and
their family, wife and children, drank out of fmall calabaflies ; and when by themfelves

they drink about from one to another, but when any of us came among them they

would always drink to one of us.

'J'hey have no fort of coin, but they have fmall crumbs of the metal before defcribed,

which they bind up very fafe in plantain-leaves, or the like. This metal they exchange
for what they want, giving a fmall quantity of it, about two or three grains, for a iar

of drink that would hold five or fix gallons. They have no fcales, but give it by guefs.

Thus much in general.

To proceed therefore with our affairs : I have faid before that we anchored here the

6th day of Augufl ; while we were furling our fails there came near a hundred boats

of the natives aboard with three or four men in each, fo that our deck was full of men.
We were at firfl afraid of them, and therefore got up twenty or thirty fmall arms on
our poop, and kept three or four men as centinels, with guns in their hands, ready to

fire on them if they had oftered to molefl: us. But they were pretty quiet, only they

picked up fuch old iron that they found on our deck, and they alfo took out our pump-
bolts, and linch-pins out of the carriages of our guns before we perceived them. At
laft one of our men perceived one of them very bufy getting out one of our linch-pins,

and took hold of the fellow ; who immediately bawled out, and all the reft prefently

leaped overboard, fome into their boats, others into the fea, and thoy all made away
for the fliore. But when we perceived their fright we made much of him that was in

hold, wlio ftood trembling all the while ; and at lad we gave him a fmall piece of

iron, with which he immediately leaped overboard and fwam to his conforts, who
hovered about our fliip to fee the illue ; then we beckoned to them to come aboard

again, being very loath to lofe a commerce with them. Some of tht boats came aboard

again, and they were always very honeft: and civil afterward.

We prefently after this fent a canoe afliore to fee their manner of living, and what

provifion they had ; the canoe's crew were made very welcome with bafliec drink,

and faw abundance of hogs, fome of which they bought, and returned aboard. After

this the natives brought aboard both hogs and goats to us in their own boats ; and every

day we fliould have fifteen or twenty hogs and goats aboard by our fide. Thefe we
bought for a fmall matter, we could buy a good fat goat for an old iron hoop, and a

hog of fcventy or eighty pounds weight for two or three pounds of iron. Their drink

alfo they brought olf in jars, which we bought for old nails, fpikos, and leaden bullets.

Bcfide the fore-mentioned commodities they brought aboard great quantities of yams

and potatoes, which we purchafeJ for nails, fpikcs, or bullets. It was one man's work

II 3 to
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to be all day cutting out bars of iron into fmall pieces with a cold chifel ; and thefe were

for the great purchafes of hogs and goats, which they would not fell for nails as their

drink and roots. We never let them know what ftore we have, that they may value

it the more. Every morning as foon as it was light they would thus come aboard with

their commodities, which we bought as we had occafion. We did commonly furnifh

ourfelvGs with as many goats and roots as ferved us all the day, and their hogs we
bought in large quantities as we thought convenient, for we failed them. Their hogs

were very fweet, but I never faw fo many meazled ones.

We filled all our water at a curious brook clofe by in Grafton's Ifle, where we firft

anchored. We flayed there about three or four days before we went to other iflands.

We failed to the fouthward, paffing on the eaft fide of Grafton Ifland, and then paffed

through between that and Monmouth Ifland ; but wc found no anchoring till we came

to the north end of Monmouth Ifland, and there we fl:opped during one tide. The
tide runs very flrong here, and fometimes makes a fliort chopping fea. Its courfe

among thefe iflands is fouth by eafl and north by wefl:. The flood fets to the north,

and ebbs to the fouth, and it rifeth and falleth eight feet.

When we went from hence we coafl:ed about two leagues to the fouthward on the

weft fide of Monmouth Ifland, and finding no anchor ground we fliood over to the

Bafliee Ifland, and came to an anchor on the north-eaft part of it, againft a fmall fandy

bay, in feven fathoms clean hard fand, and about a quarter of a mile from the fliore.

Here is a pretty wide channel between thefe two iflands, and ajichoring all over it.

The depth of water is twelve, fourteen, and fixteen fathoms.

We prefently built a tent afliore to mend our fails in, and fl:ayed all the reft of our

time here, viz. from the 13th day of Auguft till the 26th day of September ; in which

time we mended our fails and fcrubbed our fliip's bottom very well, and every day fome

of us went to their towns and were kindly entertained by them. Their boats alfo

came aboard with their merchandize to fell, and lay aboard all day ; and if we did not

take it ofl:" their hands one day they would bring the fame again the next.

We had yet the winds at fouth-weft and fouth-fouth-weft, moftly fair weather. In

October we did expefl: the winds to Ihift to the north-eaft, and therefore we provided to

fail, as foon as the eaftern monfoon was fettled, to cruize off Manila. Accordingly we
provided a ftock of provifion : we falted feventy or eighty good fat hogs, and bought

yams and potatoes good ftore to eat at fea.

About the 24th day of September the winds fliifted about to the eaft, and from thence

to the north eaft, fine fair weather. The 25th it came at north, and began to grow
frefli, and the flcy began to be clouded, and the wind frefliened on us.

At twelve o'clock at night it blew a very fierce ftorm. We were then riding with

our beft bower a-head, and though our yards and topmaft were down yet we drove.

This obliged us to let go our flieet-anchor, veering out a good fcope of cable, which

ftopt us till ten or eleven o'clock the next day. Then the wind came on fo fierce, that

Ihe drove again with both anchors a-head. The wind was now at north by weft, and

we kept driving till three or four o'clock in the afternoon : and it was well for us that

there were no iflands, rocks or fands in our way, for if there had we muft have been

driven upon them. We ufed our utmoft endeavours to ftop here, being loath to go to

fea, becaufe we had fix of our men afliore, who could not get ofl:" now. At laft we
were driven out into deep water, and then it was in vain to wait any longer : therefore

we hove in our fiieet-cable and got up our flieet-anchor, and cut away our beft bovver.

(for to have heaved her up then would have gone near to have foundered us,) and fo

put to fea. We had very violent weather the night enfuing, with very hard rain, and

were
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were forced to feud with our bare poles till three o'clock in the morning ; then the

wind flackened and we brought our (hip to under a mizcn, and lay with our head to

to the weftward. The 27th day the wind abated much, but it rained very hard all day
and the night enfuing. The 28th day the wind came about to the north-caft, and it

cleared up and blew a hard gale, but it flood not there, for it (hifted about to the eafl-

ward, thence to the fouth-eaft, then to the fouth, and at laft fettled at fouih-weft, and
then we had a moderate gale and fair weather.

It was the 29th day when the wind came to the fouth-weft ; then we made all the

fail we could for the ifland again. The 30th day we had the wind at wefl; and faw the

iflands, but could not get in before night ; therefore we flood off to the fouthward till

two o'clock in the morning, then we tacked and ftood in all the morning, and about

twelve o'clock the ifl day of Oftober we anchored again at the place from whence we
were driven.

Then our fix men were brought aboard by the natives, to whom we gave' three whole
bars of iron for their kindnefs and civility, which was an extraordinary prefent to them.

Mr. Robert Hall was one of the men that was left afliore : I fhall fpeak more of him
hereafter. He and the reft of them told me, that after the fhip was out of fight the

natives began to be more kind to them than they had been before, and perfuaded them
to cut their hair fhort as theirs was, oficring to each of them if they would do it a young
woman to wife, and a fmall hatchet and other iron utenfils fit for a planter in dowry ;

and withal fhewed them a piece of laud for them to manage. They were courted thus

by feveral of the town where they then were ; but they took up their head quarters at

the houfe of him with whom they firft went afhore. When the fhip appeared in fight

again they then importuned them for fome iron, which is the chief thing that they covet,

even above their ear-rings. We might have bought all their ear-rings, or other gold

they had, with our iron-bars, had we been alfured of its goodnefs ; and yet when it

was touched and compared with other gold we could not difcern any diflerence»

though it looked fo pale in the lump ; but the feeing them polifh it fo often was a new
difcouragement.

This laft ftorm put our men quite out of heart : for although it was not altogether

fo fierce as that which we were in on the coaft of China, which was fbll frefh in me-

mory, yet it wrought more powerfully, and frighted them from their defign of cruizing

before Manila, fearing another ftorm there. Now every man wifhed himlllf at home,

as they had done a hundred times before : but Captain Read, and Captain Teat the

mafter, perfuaded them to go towards Cape Comorin, and then they would tell them

more of their minds, intending doubtlefs to cruize in the Red-Sea ; and they eafily pre-

vailed with the crew.

The eaftern monfoon was now at hand, and the beft way had been to go through

the ftreights of Malacca : but Captain Teat laid it was dangerous, by reafon of many

iflands and (hoals there, with which none of us were acquainted. Therefore he

thought it beft to go round on the eaft fide of all the Philippine lilands, and fo keep-

ing Ibuth toward the Spice Iflands, to pafs out into the Eaft indium Ocean about the

illand Timor.

This feemed to be a very tedious way about, and as dangerous altogether for fhoals ;

but not for meeting with Englifh or Dutch fhips, which was their grcateft fear. I was

well enough fatisfied, knowing that the farther we went die more knowledge and expe-

rience I Ihould get, which was the main thing that I regarded ; ami ihnuld alfo have

the more variety of places to attempt an cfcapc from them, being fully rcfolved to take

the firft opportunity of giving (hem the flip.
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CHAP. VI.— T/jcy departfrom the EnJIjce IJlands, and pa/fing byfame others, and the

North End of Liiconia.— St. JohtHs Ifle, and other of the Philippines,— They flop

at the tivo Iflcs near Mindanao ; where they reft their Ship, and make a Pump after

the Spanijh Fafnon.— By the young Prinee of the Spice Jjlands they have Nezvs of
Captain Swan and his Men, left at Mindanao.— The Author propofes to the Crew to

return to him, but in vain.— The Story of his Murder at Mindanao.— The Clove

ijlands.— Ternate.— Tidore, Iffc.— The Jfland Celebes, and Dutch Town of Ma-
caffer.— They coafi along the Eafi Side of the Celebes, and between it and other Iflands

and Shoals with great Difficulty.— Shy Turtle.— Vafl Cockles.— A wild Vine ofgreat

Virtuefor Sores.— Great Trees : one excejjivcly big. — Beacons injiead of Buoys on the

Shoals. — A Spout; a Dcfcription of them, with a Story of one.— Uncertain Torna-

does.— Turtle.— The JJLind Bouton, and its chief Town and Harbour Callafufung.—
The Inhabitants.— Vifits given and received by the Sultan.— His Device in the Flag

of his Prow ; his Guards, Habit, and Children.— Their Commerce.— Their different

Efiecm (as they pretend) of the Englifj and Dutch.— Maritime Indians fell others for
Slaves.—Their Reception in the Town.— A Boy withfour Rows of Teeth.— Parakites.

— Crockadores, a Sort of white Parrots.— They pafs among other inhabited Ijlands. —
Omba, Pentarc,Timore, 'isfc.— Shoals.— Nezu Holland; laid down too much north'

ward.— Its. Soil, and Dragon Trees.— Thepoor winking Inhabitants : their Feathers,

Habit, Food, Arms, Iffc. — The Way offetching Fire out of Wood.— The Inhabitants on

the Ijlands. -^ Their Habitations, Unjitnefsfor Labour, 'is'c.— The great Tides here.— They defign for the {/land Cocos, and Cape Comorin.

THE 3d day of Oftober 1687 we failed from thefe iflands, {landing to the fouth-

ward, intending to fail through among the Spice Iflands ; we had fair weather and the

wind at well. We firft fleered fouth-fouth-weft, and pafTed clofe by certain fmail

iflands that lie juft by the north end of the ifland Luconia. We left them all on the

weft of us, and pafl on the eafl fide of it and the refl of the Philippine Iflands, coafl:ing

to the fouthvvard.

The north-eafl end of the ifland Luconia appears to be good champaign land, of an
indiflerent heighth, plain and even for many leagues ; only it has fome pretty high
hills Handing upright by themfelves in thele plains, but no ridges of hills or chains of

mountains joining one to another. The land on this fide feems to be mofl favannah or
pafliure : the fouth-eafl part is more mountainous and woody.

Leaving the ifland Luconia, and with it our golden projects, we failed on to the fouth-

ward, pafling on the eafl fide of tb.5 refl of the Philippine Iflands. Thefe appear to be
more mountainous and lei's woody till we came in fight of the ifland St. John, the firft

of that name I mentioned: the other Ifpake of on the coafl of China; this I have already

defcribed to be a very woody ifland. Here the wind coming foutherly, forced us to

keep farther from the iflands.

The 14th day of October v.'e came clofe by a fmall low woody ifland, that lieth eafl

from the fouth eaft end of Mindanao, difl:ant from it about twenty leagues. I do not

find it fet down in any fea chart.

The 15th day we had the wind at north-eafl, and we fleered wefl for the ifland Min-
ilanao, and arrived at the fouth-eafl end again on the 1 6th day. There we went in and
anchored between two fmall iflands, which lie in about five degrees ten minutes north

latitude : I meutioued them when we firfl came on this coafl. Here we found a fine

fmall cove on the north-wefl end of the eaflermofl ifland, fit to careen in or hale afhore ;

fo
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fo we went in there and prefently unrigf^ed our fliip, nnd proviii jd to hale our fhip.

afhorc to clean her bottom. Thefe iiknds are about three or four leagues from the

ifland Mindanao ; they are about four or five leagues in circumfer;.iKe, and of a pretty

good heighth. The mould is black and deep, and there are two fmall brooks of
frefh water.

They are both plentifully ftored with great high trees, and therefore our carpenters
were fent afliore to cut down fome of tliem for our ufe ; for h'^re they made a new
boltfprit, which we did fet here alio, our old one being very faulty. They mad>^ a new
fore-yard too and a foretop-mall : and our pumps being faulty and not ferviceable, tiiey

did cut a tree to make a pump : they firll fquared ir, then fawed it in the middle, and
then hollowed each fide exactly. The two hollow fides were made big enough to
contain a pump-box in the midit of them both when they were joined together ; and it

required their utmoft ikill to dole them exactly to the making a tight cylind.T for the

pump-box, being unaccuflomed to fuch work. We learned this way of pump-making,
from the Spaniards ; who make their pumps that they ufe in their fliips in the South.

Seas after this manner ; and I an\ confident that there are no better hand pumps in

the world than they have.

"While we lay here, the young Prince that I mentioned before came on Iwnrd..

He underflanding that we were bound farther to the fouthward, defired us to tranfport

him and his men to his own ifland. He ihewed it to us in our draft, and told us the-

name of it, which we put down in our draft, for it was not named there ; but I quite

forgot to put it into my journal.

This man told us, that not above fix days before this, he faw Captain Swan and fe-

veral of his men that we left there, and named the names of fome of them, who he
faid were all well, and that now they were at the city of iVlindanao ; but that they had^

all of them been out with Raja Laut, fighting undty- him in his wars againll his ene-

mies the Alfoores ; and that mofl: of them fought with undaunted courage ; for which

they were highly honoured and efleemed, as well by the Sultan as by the general Raja-

Laut. That now Captain Swan intended to go with his men to Fort St. George, and
that in order thereto, he had proffered forty ounces of gold for a fliip ; but the owner
and he were not yet agreed ; and that he feared the Sultan would not let him go
away till the wars were ended.

All this the Prince told us in the Malayan tongue, which many of us had learned ;

ajid when he went away he promifed to return to us again in three days time, and.

fo long Captain Read promifed to flay for him (for we had now ahnoft finilhed our

bufinefs), and he fcemed very glad of the opportunity of going with us.

After this I endeavoured to pc-rfuade our men to return with the fliip to the river of

Mindanao, and oiler their fervice again to Captain Swan. I took an opportunity when
they were filling of water, there being then half the fliip's company alhore ; and I

found all thefe very willing to do it. 1 defired them to fay nothing till I luul tried the

minds of the other half, which I intended to do the next day, it being their turn to fill

water then ; but one of thefe men, who feemed mofl: forward to invite back Captain

Swan, told Captain Read and Captain Teat of the project, and they prefently dilluadeA

the men from any fuch defigns. Yet fearing the worll, they made all pollible halle to-

be gone.

I have fince been informed, that Captain Swan and his men ftaycd there a great

while afterward ; and that many of the men got palliiges from thence in Dutch floops

to Ternatc, particularly Mr. Rofy, and Mr. Nelly. Tlierc they remained a great while,.

andi
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and at laft got to Batavia (where the Dutch took their journals from them) and fo

to Europe ; and that fome of Captain Swan's men died at Mindanao, of which num-
ber Mr. Harthrope, and Mr. Smitli, Captain Swan's merchants, were two. At laft

Captain Swan and his furgeon going in a fmall canoe aboard of a Dutch fliip, then

in the road, in order to get pafTage to Europe, were overfet by the natives at the mouth
of the river; who waited their coming purpofely to do it, but unfufpefted by them;
where they were both killed in the water. This was done by the general's order, as

fome think, to get his gold, which he did immediately feize on. Others fay, it was
becaufe the general's houfe was burnt a little before, and Captain Swan was fufpefted

to be the author of it: and others fay, that it was Captain Swan's threats occafioned

his own ruin ; for he would often fay paflionatcly, that he had been abufed by the ge-

neral, and that he would have fatisfaftion for it : faying alfo, that now he was well ac-

quainted with their rivers, and knew how to come in at any time ; that he alfo knew
their manner of -fighting, and the weaknefs of their country ; and therefore he would
go away, and get a band of men to afllft him, and returning thither again, he would
fpoil and take all that they had, and thqir country too. When the general had been
informed of thefe difcourfes, he would fay, " What, is Captain Swan made of iron,

and able to refill: a whole kingdom ? Or does he think that we are afraid of him, that

he fpeaks thus?" Yet did he never touch him, till now the Mindanayans killed him.

It is very probable there might be fomewhat of truth in all this ; for the captain was
paffionate, and the general greedy of gold. But whatever was the occafion, fo he was
killed, as feveral have affured me, and his gold feized on, and all his things ; and his

journal alfo from England, as far as Cape Corrientes on the coaft of Mexico. This

journal was afterwards fent away from thence by Mr. Moody (who was there both a

little before and a little after the murder), and he fent it to England by Mr. Goddard,
chief mate of the defence.

But to our purpofe: feeing I could not perfuade them to go to Captain Swan again,

I had a great defire to have had the prince's company ; but Captain Read was afraid to

let his fickle crew lie long. That very day that the prince had promifed to return to us,

which was November 2, 1687, we failed hence, direfting our courfe fouth-weft, and
having the wind at north-weft.

This wind continued till we came in fight of the ifland Celebes ; then it veered about

to the weft, and to the fouthward of the weft. We came up with the north-eaft end
of the ifland Celebes the ninth day, and there we found the current fetting to the weft-

ward fo ftrongly that we could hardly get on the eaft fide of that ifland.

The ifland Celebes is a very large ifland, extended in length from north to

fouth about feven degrees latitude, and in breadth it is about three degrees. It

lies under the equator, the north end being in latitude one degree thirty minutes

north, and the fouth end in latitude five degrees thirty minutes fouth, and by com-
mon account the north point in the bulk of this ifland lies neareft north and
fouth, but at the north-eaft end there runs out a long narrow point, ftretching

north-eaft, about thirty leagues ; and about thirty leagues to the eaftward of this

long flip, is the ifland Gilolo, on the weft fide of which are four fmall iflands clofe by
it, which are very well ftored with cloves. l"he two chiefeft are Temate and I'idore

;

and as the ifle of Ceylon is reckoned the only place for cinnamon, and that of Banda
for nutmegs, fo thefe are thought by fome to be the only clove-iflands in the world

;

but this is a great error, as I have already fliewn.

At the fouth end of the ifland Celebes there is a fea or gulph, of about feven or

4 eight
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eight leagues wide, and forty or fifty long, which runs up the country almofl dire£lly

to the north ; and this gulph hath fcveral fmall iflands along the middle of it. On
the wefl: fide of the illand, almofl; at the fouth end of it, the town of Macafler is fcated.

A town of great ftrength and trade, belonging to the Dutch.
There are great inlets and lakes on the eaft fide of the ifland ; as alfo abundance of

fmall iflands and fhoals lying fcattercd about it. We faw a high peaked hill at the

north end : but the land on the eaft fide is low all along ; for we cruifed almoft the

length of it. The mould on this fide is black and deep, and extraordinary fat and rich,

and full of trees: and there are many brooks of water run out into the fea. Indeed
all this eaft fide of the ifland feems to be but one large grove of extraordinary great

high trees.

Having with much ado got on this eaft fide, coafting along to the fouthward,

and yet having but little wind, and even that little againft us, at fouth-fouth-weft, and
fometimes calm, we were a long time going about the ifland.

The twenty-fecond day we were in latitude one degree twenty minutes fouth, and
being about three leagues from the ifland ftanding to the fouthward, with a very gentle

land wind, about two or three o'clock in the morning we heard a claftiing in the water,

like boats rowing ; and fearing fomc fudden attack, we got up all our arms, and flood

ready to defend ourfelves. As foon as it was day, we faw a great prow, built like the

Mindanayan prows, with about fixty men in her ; and fix finallcr prows. They lay

ftill about a mile to windward of us, to view us ; and propably dcfigned to make a

prey of us when they firft came out ; but they were now afraid to venture on us.

At laft we fliewed them Dutch colours, thinking thereby to allure them to come to

us, for we could not go to them ; but they prcfently rowed in toward the ifland, and

went into a large opening ; and we faw them no more : nor did we ever fee any otlur

boats or men, but only one fifliing canoe, while we were about this ifland ; neither did

we fee any houfe on all the coaft.

About five or fix leagues to the fouth of this place, there is a great range of both

large and fmall iflands, and many flioals alfo, that are not laid down in our drafts ;

which made it extremely troublefome for us to get through. But we paft between thcra

all and the ifland Celebes, and anchored againft a fandy bay in eight fathoms fandy

ground, about half a mile from the main ifland ; being then in latitude one degree

fifty minutes fouth.

Here we ftayed feveral days, and fcnt out our canoes a ftriking of tunic every day ;

for here is great plenty of them ; but they were very Ihy, as they were generally

wherever we found them in the Eaft India feas. I know not the reafon of it, unless

the natives go very much a ftriking here ; for even in the Weft Indies they are fliy in

places that are much difturbed : and yet on New Holland we found them fliy, as I

Ihall relate, though the natives there do not moleft them.

On the (hoal without us we went and gathered flielUfifli at low water. There were

a monftrous fort of cockles : the meat of one of them would fuflice fevcn or eight

men. It was very good wholefome meat. We did alfo beat about in the woods on

the ifland, but found no game. One of our men, who was always troubled with fore

legs, found a certain vine that fupported itfelf by clinging about other trees. The
leaves reach fix or feven feet high, but the ftrings or branches eleven or twelve. It

had a very green leaf, pretty broad and roundifli, and of a thick fubflancc. Thefe

leaves pounded fmall and boiled with hog's lard make an excellent falvc.
^
Our men

knowing the virtues of it ftockcd themfelves here : there was fcarce a man in the fliip

VOL. XI. I but
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but got a pound or two of it ; cfpccially fuch as were troubled with old ulcers, who
found great benefit by it. This man that difcovcred thefc leaves here, had his firft

knowledge of them in the Ifthmus of Darien ; he having had his receipt from one of

the Indians there : and he had been afliore in divers places fince, purpofely to feeic

thefe leaves, but did never find any but here. Among the many vaft trees hereabouts

there was one exceeded all the red. This Captain Read caufed to be cut down, in

order to make a canoe, having loft our boats, all but one fmall one, in the late ftorms

:

fo fix lufty men, who had been logwood-cutters in the bays of Campeachy and Hon-
duras (as Captain Read himfelf and many more of us had), and fo were very expert

at this work, undertook to fell it, taking their turn, three always cutting together

;

and they were one whole day, and half the next before they got it down. This tree

though it grew in a wood, was yet eighteen feet in circumference, and forty-four feet

of clean body, without knot or branch : and even there it had no more than one or

two branches, and then ran clear again ten feet higher ; there it fpread itfelf into many
great limbs and branches, like an oak, very green and flourifhing : yet it was periflied

at the heart, which marred it for the fervice intended.

So leaving it, and having no more bufinefs here, we weighed and went from hence

the next day, it being the 29th day of November. While we lay here we had fome
tornadoes, one or two every day, and pretty frefh land winds which were at weft. The
fea breezes are fmall and uncertain, fometimes out of the north-eaft, and fo veering

about to the eaft and fouth-eaft. We had the wind at north-eaft when we weighed,

and we fteered off" fouth-fouth-weft. In the afternoon we faw a fhoal a-head of us,

and altered our courfe to the fouth-fouth-eaft. In the evening at four o'clock we were
clofe by another great flioal ; therefore we tacked, and ftood in for the ifland Celebes

again, for fear of running on fome of the fhoals in the night. By day a man might
avoid them well enough, for they had all beacons on them, like huts built on tall ports,

above high-water mark, probably fct up by the natives of the ifland Celebes, or thofe

of fome other neighbouring iflands ; and I never faw any fuch el fewhere. In the night

we had a violent tornado out of the fouth-weft, which lafted about an hour.

The thirtieth day we had a frefli land wind, and fteered away fouth, pafling between
the two flioals, which we faw the day before. Thefe fhoals lie in latitude three degrees

fouth, and about ten leagues from the ifland Celebes. Being paft them, the wind died

away, and we lay becalmed till the afternoon : then we had a hard tornado out of the

fouth-weft, and towards the evening we faw two or three fpouts, the firft I had fecii

fince I came into the Eaft Indies ; in the Weft Indies I had often met with them. A
fpout is a fmall ragged piece or part of a cloud hanging down about a yard, feemingly

from the blackeft part thereof. Commonly it hangs down floping from thence, or
fometimes appearing with a fmall bending or elbow in the middle. I never faw any
hang perpendicularly down. It is fmall at the lower end, feeming no bigger than one's

arm, but ftill fuller towards the cloud, from whence it proceeds.

When the furface of the fea begins to work, you fliall fee the water, for about one
hundred paces in circumference, foam and move gently round till the whirling motion
increafes ; and then it flies upward in a pillar about one hundred paces in compafs at

the bottom, but leffening gradually upwards to the fmallnefs of the fpout itfelf there

where it reacheth the lower end of the fpout, through which the rifing fea-water feems
to be conveyed into the clouds. This vifibly appears by the clouds increafing in bulk
and blacknefs. Then you fhall prefently fee the cloud drive along, although before

it feemed to be without any motion ; the fpout alfo keeping the fame courfe with the

5 cloud.



DAMPIER S ACCOUNT OF THE PHILIPPINES. pg

cloud, and flill fucking up the water as it goes along, and they make a wind as they
go. Thus it continues for the fpace of half an hour, more or lefs, until the fuckiiiLr

is fpent, and then breaking oiF, all the water which was below the fpout, or pendulous
.piece of cloud, fails down again into the fea, making a great noife with its fall and
clafhing motion in the fea.

It is very dangerous for a Ihip to be under a fpout 'when it breaks, therefore we
always endeavour to fhun it, by keeping at a didance, if poffibly we can. "But for
want of wind to cariy us away, we are often in great fear and danger, for it is ufually
calm when fpouts are at work ; except only juft where they are. Therefore men at
fea, when they fee a fpout coming, and know not how to avoid it, do fometimes fire
fhot out of their great guns into it, to give it air or vent, that fo it may break ; but I
did never hear that it proved to be of any benefit.

And now being on this fubjeft, I think it not amifs to give you an account of an
accident that happened to a fhip once on the coalt of Guinea, fometime in or about
the year 1674. One Captain Records, of London, bound for the coaft of
Guinea, in a fliip of three hundred tuns, and fixteen guns, called the Blefling ;

when he came into the latitude feven or eight degrees north, he faw fevcral fpouts,
one of which came direftly towards the fhip, and he having no wind to get out of
the way of the fpout, made ready to receive it by furling his fails. It came on
very fwift and broke a little before it reached the fliip ; making a great noife, and
raifing the fea round it, as if a great houfe or fome fuch thing, had been caft into the
fea. The fury of the wind ftill lafted, and took the fliip on the ftarboard-bow with
fuch violence, that it fnapt off the boltfprit and fore-mall both at once, and blew the
{hip all along, ready to overfet it, but the fliip did prefently right again, and the wind
whirling round, took the fliip a fecond time with the like fury as before, but on the

contrary fide, and was again like to overfet her the other way. The mizen-maft felt

the fury of this fecond blaft, and was fnapt fliort off, as the fore-maft and boltfprit

had been before. The main-maft, and niaintop-mafl, received no damage, for the

fury of the wind (which was prefently over) did not reach them. Three men were in

the fore-top when the fore-maft broke, and one on the boltfplit, and fell with them
into the fea, but all of them were faved. I had this relation from i\I. John Canby,
who was then quarter-mafter, and ft;eward of her j one Abraham Wife was chief mate,

and Leonard Jefferies fecond mate.

We are ufually very much afraid of them : yet this was the only damage that ever

I heard done by them. They feem terrible enough, the rather becaufe they come
upon you while you lie becalmed, like a log in the fea, and cannot get out of their

way : but though I have feen, and been befet by them often, yet the fright was al-

ways the greateft of the harm.

December the i ft, we had a gentle gale at eaft-fouth-eaft, we fteered fouth ; ami at

noon I was by obfcrvaiion in latitude three degrees thirty-four minutes fouth. Then we
faw the ifland Bouton, bearing fouth-weft, and about ten leagues diflant. We had

very uncertain and unconftant winds : the tornadoes came out of the fouth-weft, which

was againft us ; and what other winds we had were fo faint, that ihey did us litile kind-

nefs ; but we took the advantage of the fmalleft gale, and got a little way every day.

The 4th day at noon I was by obfervation in latitude four degrees thirty minutes

fouth.

The 5th day we got clofe by the north-weft end of the iiland Bouton, and in the

evening, it being fair weather, we hoifted out our canoe, and knt the Molkito men,

of whom we had two or three, to ft.rike turtle, for here are plenty of thtm j but they

1 2 being
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being fhy, we chofe to ftrike them in the night (which is cuflomary In the We/l Indies

alio) ; for every time they come up to breathe, which is once in eight or ten minutes,

they blow fo hard, that one may hear them at thirty or forty yards diflance ; by which
means the ftriker knows where they are, and may more eafily approach them than in

the day, for the turtle fees better than he hears ; but on the contrary, the manatee's

hcarinsf is quickefl:.

In tne morning they returned with a very large turtle, which they took near the

Ihore ; and withal an Indian of the ifland came aboard with them. He fpake the Ma-
layan language ; by which we did underhand him. He told us, that two leagues

farther to the fouthward of us, there was a good harbour, in which we might anchor

:

fo having a fair wind, we got thither by noon.

This harbour is in latitude four degrees fifty-four minutes fouth ; lying on the eaft

fide of the ifland Bouton, which ifland lies near the fouth-eafl end of the ifland Celebes,

difl:ant from it about three or four leagues. It is of a long form, ftretching fouih-wefl;

and north-eafl: above twenty-five leagues long, and ten broad. It is pretty high land,

and appears pretty even, and flat and very woody.

There is a large town within a league of the anchoring place, called Callafufung,

being the chief, if there were more ; which we know not. It is about a mile from
the fea, on the top of a fmall hill, in a very fair plain, incompaflcd with cocoa-nut

trees. Without the trees there is a flrong flone wall clear round the town. The
houfes are built like the houfes at Mindanao ; but more neat : and the whole town was
very clean and delightfome.

The inhabitants are fmall, and well fhaped. They are much like the Mindanayans in

(hape, colour, and habit ; but more neat and tight. They fpeak the Malayan lan-

guage, and are all Mahometans. They are very obedient to the Sultan, who is a little

man, about forty or fifty years old, and hath a great many wives and children.

About an hour after we came to an anchor, the Sultan fent a meflenger aboard, to

know what we were, and what our bufinefs. We gave him an account, and he re-

turned afhore, and in a fhort time after he came aboard again, and told us, that the

Sultan was very well pleafcd when he heard that we were Englifli ; and faid, that we
ihould have any thing that the ifland aflbrded ; and that he himfelf would come
aboard in the morning; therefore the fhip was made clean, and every thing put in the

bcfl: order to receive him.

The 6th day in the morning betimes a great many boats and canoes came aboard,

with fowls, eggs, plantains, potatoes, kc, but they would dilpofe of none till they had
orders for it from the Sultan, at his coming. About ten o'clock the Sultan came
aboard in a very neat prow, built after the Mindanao fafliion. There was a large white

filk flag at the head of the mart, edged round with a deep red for about two or three

inches broad, and in the middle there was neatly drawn a green griffon, trampling on
awinged ferpent, that feemed to ftruggle to get up, and threatened his adverfary with

open mouth, and with a long fting that was ready to be darted into his legs. Other
Kafl Indian Princes have their devices alfo.

The Sultan with three or four of his nobles, and three of his fons, fat in the houfe

of the prow. His guards were ten mufqueteers, five ftanding on one fide of the

prow, and five on the other fide ; and before the door of the prow-houfe flood one
with a great broad fword and a target, and two more fuch at the after part of the

houfe ; and in the head and ftern of the prow flood four mufqueteers more, two at

each end.

The
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The Sultan had a filk turbat, laced with narrow gold lace by the fides, and broad
lace at the end : which hung down on one fide the head, after the Mindanayan fafhion.
He had a fky-colourcd filk pair of breeches, and a piece of red filk thrown crofs his
flioulders, and hanging loofe about him ; the greateft part of his back and waift ap-
pearing naked. He had neither flocking nor flioe. One of his fons was about
fifteen or fixteen years old, the other two were young things ; and they were always
in the arms of one or other of his attendants, •

Captain Read met him at the fide, and led him into his finall cabin, and fired five

guns for his welcome. As foon as he came aboard he gave leave to his fubjecls to
traffic with us ; and then our people bought what they had a mind to. The Sultan
feemed very well pleafed to be vifited by the Englifli ; and faid he liad coveted to have
a fight of Engliflnnen, having heard extraordinary charafters of their juft and honour-
able dealing : but he exclaimed againfl the Dutch, (as all the Mindanayans, and all

the Indians we met with do) and wifhed them at a greater diftance.

For Macaffer is not very far from hence, one of the chiefefl towns that the Dutch
have in thofe parts. From thence the Dutch come fometimes hither to purchafe
flaves. The (laves that thefe people get here and fell to the Dutch, are fome of the
idolatrous natives of the ifland, who not being under the Sultan, and having no head,
live flraggling in the country, flying from one place to another to preferve themfelves
from the Prince and his fubjects, who hunt after them to make them flaves. For the

civiUzed Indians of the maritime places, who trade with foreigners, if they cannot
reduce the inland people to the obedience of their Prince, they catch all they can of
them and fell them for flaves ; accounting them to be but as favagcs, juft as the Spa-
niards do the poor Americans.

After two or three hours difcourfo, the Sultan went afliore again, and five guns were
fired at his departure alfo. The next day he fent for Captain Read to come afhorc,

and he with feven or eight men went to wait on the Sultan, I could not flip an op-

portunity of feeing the place ; and fo accompanied them. We were met at the land-

ing place by two of the chief men, and guided to a pretty neat houfc, where the Sultan

waited our coming. The houfe flood at the further end of all the town before-

mentioned, which we pafl through ; and abundance of people were gazing on us as

we pafl by. When we came near the houfe, there were forty poor naked Ibldicrs with

mufquets made a lane for us to pafs through. This houfc was not built on ports, as

the refl were, after the Mindanayan way ; but the room in which we were entertained

was on the ground, covered with mats to fit on. Our entertainment was tobacco and

betel-nut, and young cocoa-nuts ; and the houfc was befet with men, and women and

children, who thronged to get near the windows to look on us.

We did not tarry above an hour before we took our leaves and departed. This

town flands in a fandy foil ; but w hat the refl of the iflaiid is I know not, for none of

us were afliore but at this place.

The next day the Sultan came aboard again, and prefenied Captain Read with a

little boy, but he was too fmall to be i'crviccablo on board ; and fo Captain Rend re-

turned thanks, and told nim he was ton little for him. Then the Sultan fent for a

bigger boy, which the Captain accepted. This boy was a very pretty tradable boy ;

but what was wonderful in him, he had two rows of teeth, one within another on each

jaw. None of the other people were fo, nor did I ever fee the like. The Cajnain

was prefented alfo with two he-goats, and was promifed fome buflalo, but I do believe

that they have but few of cither on the ifland. We did not fee any bullalo, nor many

goats, neither have they much rice, but their chiefefl food is roots. We bou^^ht here

J about
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about a thoufand pound weight of potatoes. Here our men bought alfo abundance

of crockadores, and fine large parakites, curioufly coloured, and fome of them the

finefl: I ever faw.

The crockadore is as big as a parrot, and fliaped much like it, with fuch a bill j

but it is as white as milk, and hath a bunch of feathers on his head like a crown. At
this place we bought a prow alfo of the Mindanayan make, for our own ufe, which our

carpenters afterwards altered, and made a delicate boat fit for any fervicc. She was

fharp at both ends, but we fawed off one, and made that end flat, faftening a rudder

to it, and flie rowed and failed incomparably.

We flayed here but till the 12th day, becaufe it was a bad harbour and foul ground,

and a bad time of the year too, for the tornadoes began to come in thick and ftrong.

"When we went to weigh our anchor, it was hooked in a rock, and we broke our

cable, and could not get our anchor, though we flrove hard for it ; fo we went away

and left it there. We had the wind at north-north-eall and we fleered towards the

fouth-eafl, and fell in with four or five fmall illands, that lie in five degrees forty

minutes fouth latitude, and about five or fix leagues from Callafufung harbour.

Thefe iflands appeared very green with cocoa-nut trees, and we faw two or three

towns on them, and heard a drum all night, for we were got in among fhoals, and

could not get out again till the next day. We knew not whether the drum were for

fear of us, or that they were making merry, as it is ufual in thefe parts to do all the

night, finging and dancing till morning.

We found a pretty fi:rong tide here, the flood fetting to the fouthward, and the

ebb to the northward. Thefe fhoals, and many other that are not laid down in our

drafts, lie on the fouth-weft fide of the illands where we heard the drum, about a

Jeague from them. At laft we pafl between the iflands, and tried for a paffage on

the eafl fide. We met with divers fhoals on this fide alfo, but found channels to

pais through ; fo we fleered away for the ifland Timor, intending to pafs out by it.

We had the winds commonly at wefl-fouth-wefl and fouth-wefl hard gales and rainy

weather.

The 1 6A day we got clear of the fhoals, and fleered fouth by eaft with the wind at

wefl-fouth-wefl, but veering every half hour, fometinies at fouth-wefl and then again

at wefl, and fometimes at north-north-wefl bringing much rain, with thunder and

lightning.

The 20th day we pafTed by the ifland Omba, which is a pretty high ifland, lying

in latitude eight degrees twenty minutes, and not above five or fix leagues from the

north-eafl part of the ifland Timor. It is about thirteen or fourteen leagues long,

and five or fix leagues wide.

About feven or eight leagues to the wefl of Omba, is another pretty large ifland,

but it had no name in our plats ;
yet by the fituation it fhould be that which in fome

maps is called Pentare. We faw on it abundance of fmoaks by day, and fires by

night, and a large town on the north-fide of it, not far from the fea j but it wasfucli

bad weather that we did not go afhore. Between Omba and Pentare, and in the mid

channel, there is a fmall low fandy ifland, with great flioals on either fide ; but there

is a very good channel clofe by Pentare, between that and the fhoals about the

fmall ifle. We were three days beating off and on, not having a wind, for it was at

fouth-fouth-wefl.

The 23d day in the evening having a fmall gale at north, we got through, keeping

clofe by Pencare. . The tide of ebb here fet out to the fouthward, by which we were

helped through, for we had but little wind. But this tide, which did us a kindnefs in

fetting
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fetting us through, had like to have ruined us afterwards ; for there are two fmall
iflands lying at the fouth end of the channel we came through, and towards thefc iflands
the tide hurried us fo fwiftly, that we very narrowly cfcapcd being driven afliore ; for
the little wind we had before at north dying away, we had not one breath of wind
when we came there, neither was there any anchor-ground. But we got out our oars
and rowed, yet aU in vain : for the tide fet wholly on one of thefe fmall iflands, that
wc were forced with might and main flrength to bear oiF the fliip, by thrufting with
our oars againfl the fhore, which was a deep bank, and by this means we prcfently
drove away clear of danger ; and having a little wind in the night at north, we (leered
away fouth-fouth-weft. In the morning again wc had the w ind at wefl-louth-wefl and
fleered fouth, and the wind coming to the weft^north-weft we lleercd fouth-wefl to get
clear of the fouth-wefl end of theifland Timor. The 29th day we faw the north-weft
point of Timor fouth-eafl by eafl, diftant about eight leagues.

Timor is a long high mountainous ifland flretching north-eafl and fouth-wefl. It is

about feventy leagues long and fifteen or fixteen wide, the middle of the ifland

is in latitude about nine degrees fouth. I have been informed that the Portuguefe
do trade to this ifland } but I know nothing of its produce befides coire for makinf
cables.

The 27th day we faw two fmall iflands which lie near the fouth-wefl end of Timor.
They bear from us fouth-eafl. We had very hard gales of wind, and flill with a great
deal of rain, the wind at weft and wcft-fouth-wefl.

Being now clear of all the iflands we flood off fouth, intending to touch at New
Holland, a part of Terra Auflralis Incognita, to fee what that country would afl'ord us.

Indeed as the winds were we could not now keep our intendcxl courfe, which was firft

wefterly and then northerly, without going to New Holland, unlcfs we had gone back
again among the iflands : but this was not a good time of the year to be among any
iflands to the fouth of the equator, unlefs in a good harbour.

The 31ft day we were in latitude thirteen degrees twenty minutes flill ftanding to the

fouthward, the wind bearing commonly very hard at wefl, we keeping upon it under two
courfes, and our mizen and fometimes a maintop-fail rift. About ten o'clock at night

we tacked and flood to the northward, for fear of running on a flioal whicii is laid down
in our drafts in latitude thirteen degrees fifty minutes, or thereabouts : it bearing fouth

by weft from the caft end of Timor ; and fo the ifland bore from us by our judgments

and reckoning. At three o'clock we tacked again, and flood fouth by well and fouth-

fouth-weft.

In the morning as foon as it was day, we faw the fhoal riglit a-head : it lies in thirteen

degrees fifty minutes by all our reckonings. It is a fmall fpit of land, jult appearing above

the water's edge, with feveral rocks about it, eight or ten feet high above water.

It lies in a triangular form, each fide being about a league and a half. We flcmmed
right with the middle of it, and flood within half a mile of the rocks, and Ibimded, but

found no ground. Then we went about and flood to the north two hours ; and then

tacked and flood to the fouthward again, thinking to weather it, but could not ; fo we
bore away on the north fide, till we came to the eafl point, giving the rocks a fmall

birth ; then we trimmed fharp and flood to the fouthward, palling clofe by it, and

founded again, but found no ground.

This fhoal is laid down in our drafts not above fixteen or twenty leagues from New
Holland, but we did run afterwards fixty leagues due fouth before wc fell in with it ;

and I am very confident, that no part of New Holland hereabouts lies fo far northerly

by forty leagues as it is laid down ia our drafts. For if New llollanu were laid down
true,
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true, \vc mufl of neceffity have been driven near forty leagues to the weflward of our
courfe ; but this is very improbable that the current lliould fet fo ftrong to the weft-

ward, feeing we had fuch a conftant wefterly wind. I grant that when the monfoon
fhifts firft, the current does not prefently Ihift, but runs afterwards near a month, but
the monfoon had been fhifted at leaft two months now : but of the monfoons and other

winds, and of the currents, clfewhere in theii* proper place. As to thefe here, I do
rather believe that the land is not laid down true, than that the current deceived us

;

for it was more probable we fhould have been deceived before we met with a flioal

than afterwards ; for on the coaft of New Holland we found the tides keeping their

conftant courfe, the flood running north by eaft and the ebb fouth bv eaft.

The 4th day of January 16S8, we fell in with the land of New Holland in the latitude

of 1 6 degrees fifty minutes, having, as I faid before, made our courfe due fouth from
the flioal that we pafl by the 31ft day of December. We ran in clofe by it, and find-

ing no convenient anchoring, becaufe it lies open to the north-weft, we ran along (hore

to the eaftward, fteering north-eaft by eaft, for fo the land lies. We fteered tiius about
twelve leagues ; and then came to a point of land from whence the land trends eaft

and foutherly for ten or twelve leagues, but how afterwards I know not. About three

leagues to the eaftward of this point there is a prettv deep bay with abundance of iflands

in it, and a very good place to anchor in, or to hale afhore. About a league to the

eaftward of that point we anchored January the 5th, 1688, two miles from the fhore

in twenty-nine fathoms, good hard fand and clean ground.

New Holland is a very large tract of land. It is not yet determined whether it is an
ifland or a main continent ; but I am certain that it joins neither to Afia, Africa, nor
America. This part of it that we faw is all low even land with fandy banks againft the

fea, only the points are rocky, and fo are fome of the iflands in this bay.

The land is of a dry fandy foil, deftitute of water, except you make wells, yet pro-

ducing divers forts of trees ; but the woods are not thick, nor the trees very big. Moft
of the trees that we faw are dragon-trees as we fuppofed ; and thefe too are the largeft

trees of any there. They are about the bignefs of our large apple-trees, and about the

fame heighth, and the rind is blackifli and fomewhat i-ough ; the leaves are of a dark
colour ; the gum diftils out of the knots or cracks that are in the bodies of the trees.

We compared it with fome gum-dragon, or dragon's blood that was aboard, and it was
of the fame colour and tafte. The other fort of trees were not known by any of us.

There was pretty long grafs growing under the trees, but it was very thin. We faw
no trees that bore fruit or berries.

We faw no fort of animal nor any track of beaft, but once ; and that feemed to be
the tread of a beaft as big as a great maftiff dog. "Here are a few fmall land birds, but
none bigger than a black-bird, and but few fea fowls. Neither is the fea very plenti-

fully ftored with fiflj, unlefs you reckon the manatee and turtle as fuch ; of thefe crea-

tures there is plenty, but they are extraordinary fhy, though the inhabitants cannot
trouble them much, having neither boats nor iron.

The inhabitants of this country are the miferableft people in the world. The Hod-
madods of Monomatapa, though a nafty people, yet for wealth are gentlemen to

thefe ; who have no houfes and flvin-garments, flieep, poultry, and fruits of the earth,

oftrich eggs, &c. as the Hodmadods have : and fetting afide their human fliape, they
differ but little from brutes. They are tall, ftrait-bodied and thin, with fmall long
limbs. They have great heads, round foreheads, and great brows. Their eyelids are
always half ciofed, to keep the flies out of their eyes : they being fo troublefome here,
that no fanning will keep them from coming to one's face, and without the afTiftance

of
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of both hands to keep them oft' they will creep into one's noftrils and mouth too, if the

lips are not fhut very clofe; fo that from their infancy being thus annoyed with thefe

infects they do never open their eyes as other people : and therefore they cannot fee

far unlefs they hold up their heads, as if they were looking at fomewhat over them.
They have great bottlc-nofes, pretty full lips, and wide mouths ; the two fore-teeth

of their upper jaw are wanting in all of them, men and women, old and young ; whe-
ther they draw them out I know not ; neither have they any beards. They are long
vifaged, and of a very unpleafing afpoft, having no one graceful feature in their faces.

Their hair is black, fhort and curk d, like that of the negroes, and not long and lank

like the common Indians. The colour of their (kins, both of their faces and the reft

of their body, is coal-black, like that of the negroes of Guinea.

They have no fort of cloaths but a piece of the rind of a tree tied like a girdle about

their waifts, and a handful of long grafs, or three or four fmall green boughs full of
leaves, thruft under their girdle to cover their nakednefs.

They have no houfcs, but lie in the open air without any covering : the earth being

their bed and the heaven their canopy. Whether they cohabit one man to one woman,
or promifcuoufly, I know not ; but they do live in companies, twenty or thirty men,
women, and children together. Their only food is a fmall fort of fidi, which they get

by making wares of flone acrofs little coves or branches of the fea ; every tide bringing

in the fmall fifh and there leaving them for a prey to thefe people, who conflantly

attend there to fearch for them at low water. This fmall fry I take to be the top of

their fifliery. They have no inftruments to catch great fifli fliould they come, and

fuch fcldom ftay to be left behind at low water ; nor could we catch any hfli with our

hooks and lines all the while we lay there. In other places at low water they feek for

cockles, mufcles, and periwincles: of thefe fhell-fifli there are fewer ftill, fo that their

chiefeft dependence is upon what the fea leaves in their wares ; which be it much or

little they gather up, and march to the places of their abode. There the old people

that are not able to ftir abroad by reafon of their age, and the tender infants, wait

their return ; and what Providence has beftowed on them they prefently broil on the

coals, and cat it in common. Sometimes they get as many fifli as makes them a plenti-

ful banquet, and at other times they fcarce get every one a tafte ; but be it little or

much that they get every one has his part, as well the young and tender, the old

and feeble, who are not able to go abroad, as the flrong and lufty. "When they have

eaten they lie down till the next low water, and then all that are able march out, be

it night or day, rain or fhine, it is all one, they muft attend the wares or elfe they muft

faft, for the earth affords them no food at all. 'I'hcre is neither herb, root, puife nor

any fort of grain for them to eat, that we faw ; nor any fort of bird or beaft that they

can catch, having no inftruments wherewithal to do fo.

I did not perceive that they did worlhip any thing. Thefe poor creatures have a fort

of weapon to defend their ware, or fight with their enemies, if thoy have any that will

interfere with their poor filhery. They did at firft endeavour with their wcaptms to

frighten us, who lying afliore deterred them from one of the ir fifliing-placcs. Some

of them had wooden fwords, others had a fort of lances, 'ihc fword is a piece of

wood fliaped fomewhat like a cuthifs. 'J"hc lance is a long ftraight pule Iharp at one

end, and hardened afterwards by heat. I faw no iron nor any other fort oi metal ;

therefore it is probable they ufe ftone-hatchets, as fome Indians in America do, dcfcnbed

in Chap. IV.

How they get their fire I know not, but probably as Indians do out of wood. I have

feen the Indians of Bon-Airy do it, and have myfelf tried the experiment : they take a

VOL. XI. K ^-'t
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flat piece of wood that is pretty foft and make a fmall dent in one fide of it, then they

take another hard round Itick, about the bigncfs of one's little finger, and fharpening

it at one end like a pencil, they put that fliarp end in the hole or dent of the flat foft

piece, and then rubbing or twirling the hard piece between the palms of their hands,

they drill the foft piece till it fmokcs, and at lafl takes fire.

Thefe people fpeak fomewhat through the throat, but we could not underftand one

•word that they faid. We anchored, as I faid before, January the 5th, and feeing men
walking on the fliore, we prefently fent a canoe to get fome acquaintance with them :

for we were in hopes to get fome provifion among them ; but the inhabitants feeing

our boat coming, ran away and hid themfelves. We fearched afterwards three days in

hopes to find their houfes, but found none
;

yet we faw many places where they had

made fire. At lad, being out of hopes to find their habitations, we fearched no far-

ther, but left a great many toys afliore in fuch places where we thought that they would

come. In all our fearch we found no water, but old wells on the fandy bays.

At laft we went over to the iflands, and there w^e ibund a great many of the natives :

I do believe there were forty on one ifland, men, women, and children. The men at

our firfl coming afliore threatened us with tlieir lances and fwords ; but they were

frighted by firing one gun, which we fired purpofely to fcare them. The ifland was

fo fmall that they could not hide themfflves ; but they were much difordcred at our

landing, efpecially the v.omen and children, for we went diretlly to their camp. The
lufl:iefl: of the women fnatching up their infants ran away howling, and the little children

run after fqueaking and bawling, but the men flood ftiil. Some of the women, and

fuch people as could not go froui us, lay fl;ill by a fire, making a doleful noife, as if

we had been coming to devour them ; but w hen they faw we did not intend to harm
them, they were pretty quiet, and the reft that fled from us at our firft coming returned

again. 1 his their place of dwelling was only a fire with a few boughs before it, fct up
on that fide the v/ind was of.

After we had been here a little while, the men began to be familiar, and we clothed

fome of them, defigning to have had fome fervice of them for it, for we found fome
wells of water here, and intended to carry two or three barrels of it aboard ; but it

being fomewhat troublefome to carry to the canoes, we thought to have made thefe

men to have carried it for us, and therefore we gave them fome old cloaths : to one an

old pair of breeches, to another a ragged fliirt, to the third a jacket that was fcarce

worth owning ; which yet would have been very acceptable at fome places where we
had been, and fo we thought they might have been with thefe people. SVe put them on
them, thinking that this finery would have brought them to work heartily for us ; and
our water being filled in fmall long barrels, about fix gallons in each, which were made
purpofely to carry water in, we brought thefe our nevvf fervants to the wells, and put

a barrel on each of their flioulders for them to carry to the canoe. But all the figns we
could make were to no purpofe, for they ftood likeftatues, without motion, but grinned

like fo many monkics, flaring one upon another : for thefe poor creatures fcem not

accullouied to carry burthens, and I believe that one of our fliip-boys of ten years old

would carry as much as one of them. So we w ere forced to carry our water oui-felves,

and they very fairly put the cloaths off" again, and laid them down, as if cloaths were
only to work in. I did not perceive that they had any great liking to them at firfl:,

neither did they feem to admire any thing that we had.

At another time our canoe being among thefe iflands fecking for game, efpied a

drove of thefe men fwimming from one ifland to another ; for they have no boats,

canoes, or bark-logs. They took up four of them, and brought them on board ; two

of

I
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of them were middle-aged, the other two were young men about eighteen or twenty
years old. To thefe we gave boiled rice, and with it turtle and manatee boiled. They
did greedily devour what we gave them, but took no notice of the fliip, or any thing

in it, and when they were fet on land again, they ran away as fall as they could. At
our fiift coming, befoi'e we were acquainted with them, or they with us, a company
of them who lived on the main, came jufl agaiiifl: our fhip, and Handing on a pretty

high bank, threatened us with their fwords and lances, by fliaking them at us. At laft

the captain ordered the drum to be beaten, which was done of a fuJden wiih much
vicjour, puri)ofely to fcare the poor creatures. They hearing the noife, ran away as

fait as they could drive ; and when they ran away in hafle, they would cry " gurry,

gurry," fpeaking deep in the throat. Thofe inhabitants alio that live on the main,

would always run away front us
;

yet we took feveral of them. For, as I have already

obferved, they had fuch bad eyes, that they could not fee us till we came clofc to

them. We did always give them victuals, and let them go again, but the iilanders,

after our firft time of being among them, did not (lir for us.

When we had been here about a week, we haled our fliip into a fmall fandy cove,,

at a fpring-tide, as far as ihc would float; and at low water Oie was left diy, and the

fand dry without us near half a mile ; for the fea rifeih and falleth here about five

fathom. The flood runs north by eafl, and the ebb fouth byweft. All the neap-

tides we lay wholly aground, for the fea did not come near us by about a hundred

yards. We had therefore time enough to clean our fhip's bottom, which we did very

well. Mofl: of our men lay afliore in a tent, where our fails v/cre mending ; and

our flirikers bi'ought home turtle and manatee every day, which was our conflant

food.

While we lay here, I did endeavour to perfuade our men to go to fome Er.glifli

factory ; but was threatened to be turned afliore, and left here for it. This made me
defift, and patiently wait for fome more convenient place and opportun.ity to leave

them than here, which I did hope I fliould accomplifli in a fliort time ; becaufe they

did intend, when they went from hence, to bear down towards Cape Comorin. In

their way thither they defigned alfo to vifit the ifland Cocos, which lieih in latitude

twelve degrees twelve minutes north, by our drafts ; hoping there to luid of that

fruit
J

the ifland having its name from thence.
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OBSERVATIONS

ON

rHE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS AND THE ISLE OF FRANCE.

From the French of M. de Guignes,

Refident of France in China, attached to the Miniftiy of Foreign Relations, and Corvefpondent of the

firft and third Clafs of the Inftitute. (Paris, 1808.)

VOYAGE TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE, AND MANILA.

ON my return from Pekin, finding myfelf perfeftly at leifure, and being without

news from Europe or the coaft of India, and without expectancy of any, as all

commercial intercourfe between the French and China was fufpended by the war, 1

refolved on a voyage to the Ifle of France, as well to obtain fome knowledge of that

colony, as to place myfelf in the way of vifiting Manila before I returned to Canton.
This was indeed a circuitous voyage ; but I was deficient of funds, and had been ever

fince 1793, and was induced to take this courfe as much by the hope of recruiting my
finances as by the defire I have before expreffed of feeing two important colonies.

I therefore embarked at Wampoo, on the 13th of January 1796, on bo^rd an Ame-
rican Hoop of ninety-four tons, which failed in company with five other veffels of the

fame nation, and on the 14th we paffed Macao with a wind at firft favourable and
pleafant, but which, increafing gradually, at length terminated in a violent gale of
feveral days' duration.

Notwithftanding the currents in the China feas run towards the weft, we faw nei-

ther Pub Sapate nor Pulo Condor, the firft land we defcried being Pulo Aor,
which we doubled on the 22d. On the 24th we anchored under Munopin, and the

next day entered the Straits of Banca by favour of the currents, which here run
towards the fouth. On leaving thefe ftraits the fix American veffels, keeping in a line,

coafted along the weftern fliore of Lucepara ; when this ifland was brought to bear
north we fteered fouth by eaft and fouth by weft for the Two Sifters, and large of
certain Shoals on our ftarboard fide.

On the 30th we anchored at North Ifland : we failed thence on the ift of February
in hopes of clearing the Straits of Sunda the fame day ; but at the inftant of our leaving

the mouth of them a wefterly wind fprang up, and blew with fuch violence as obliged
us to feek fhelter under Sambooricoo, where we were detained ten days.

The 1 2th, in the evening, we diftinguiflied Chriftmas Ifland, of which in the night
we were abreaft : it is lofty towards the middle, well wooded, and of fome extent.

The wind did not ftiift to the fouth till the 1 8th of February ; afterwards it blew from
«he fouth-fouth-eaft and fouth-eaft until our arrival off the ifland of Rodriguez, which

9 ^ye
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we got fight of the 14th of March. On part of the 15th we wore becalmed ; the

1 6th we defcried the mountains of the Ifle of France; and on the 17th anchored in

the harbour, not indeed without difficulty, as the wind blew conftantly from the fouth-

eaft.

The Ifle of France has a very pifturefque appearance from the fea : it is wholly co-

vered with mountains, the mofl: remarkable of which are Pitrebot, or Pieter Both, and
Le Pouce. The firft derives its name from a Dutchman ; and the fecond from the re-

femblance of a i-ock on the fummit of the mountain to a thumb.

Mount Pitrebot, of the form of a fugar-loaf is furmounted by a rock in fliape of an
inverted cone, which at a diftance has a fmgular effedl. The rock appears of inconfi-

derable dimenfions, although it is faid to be fixty feet over at the top.

The mountains of the Ifle of France are of flight elevation. M. de la Callle afTigns

them no more than four hundred and fome few toifes above the level of the fea*.

Thofe in the vicinage of the port are chiefly bare of trees. The furrounding territory

is arid, *id almoft wholly covered with (tones.

I remained on the Ifle of France till the 17th of July, when I quilted it for Manila.

We made Bourbon the rext day at one in the afternoon ; but our captain, who had

never been at this ifland, apprehenfive of pafllng Saint Denis, took in fail during the

night, by which we loft ground prodigioufly, and did not arrive at Saint Paul before

the 2ift in the afternoon. The next day we attempted to double Bourbon to wind-

ward ; but being unable to effeft our purpofe, we paflTed on the oppofite fide, and

loft fight of the ifland on the 23d, with a wind from the fouth-eaft. This wind con-

tinued until we had attained the twenty-feventh degree of fouthern latitude, when it

veered to the north, and afterwards to the weft and fouth-weft by weft, blowing with

violence and with fudden gufts.

As we increafed our latitude, and approached the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth de-

grees, the wind began to flacken, blowing from the weft, the weft-north-weft, and

north-weft till the nth of Auguft, when, having defcended to the twenty-fixth and

twenty-feventh degree, it blew from the fouth-weft, fouth, and fouth-eaft, and finally,

from the 20th to the 27th, we had eaft and north-eaft winds. Owing to

thefe contrary gales, and the currents, we miflfed the Straits of Sunda, and on the 30th

of Auguft found ourfelves before the Ifle Engano (the Deceiving Ifle).

We were now obliged to traverfe in order to heighten our latitude, when having at-

tained eight degrees fouth, and the wind beginning to be favourable we entered the

Straits of Sunda on the 8th of September, and the next day anchored at Anicrcs.

I noticed that the currents along the coaft of Sumatra bear to the fouth-eaft, that

is to fay into the ftrait ; but on quitting the coaft their direftion is weft, north-weft,

and north-north-weft. On this account it is imprudent to run too large on tacking,

efpecially when about the middle of the ftrait ; from not attending to this we were

twice carried out of fight of land, notwith ftanding we had proceeded fo far as to ha

abreaft of the Ifle of Candy.

We left Anieres on the loth, and on the 14th entered the Straits of Banca. Thefe

we cleared on the 15th with a fine breeze from the fouth-eaft, which enabled us to

ftem the current, though it 'ran very ftrong.

^ The elevation of Pitrebot, according to L'Abbc de la Caille, is four hundred and twcnly-foiir toifes,

or two thoufand fcven hundred and eleven Englidi feet. The height of I.e Ponce, according to

St. Vincent (Voyage aux lies Afric, toni. i. chap. 5.), exceeds that of Pitrebot, or any in the iiiand.

—Translator.
The
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The 1 8th, by four in the afternoon, we were abrcafl: of Pulo Aor, the current run-

ning eaft.

llie 2 2d we had fight of Pulo Condor, and on the 30th of Pulo Luban. On the

night of thic lad day we aiichortd under Point Mirabel, having had the wind from our

leaving the Straits of Sunda fouth-eaif , loath, fouth fjuth-weft, fouth-weft, fouth, weft,

and iouth-weft.

The lit of 0£l:ober we hoift^d fail at five in the morning, and paflcd between the

Monja (the Nun) and the ifland of the Corregidor. Li Monja is an infulated rock

which has deep water very dole to it. '1 h;^ iiland of the Corregidor, in front of the

entrance of the bay of Manila, leaves but two paifages into the bay, one on the north,

the other on the fouth. On this ifland the Spaniards have conftructed land-marks, and
in the neighbourhood keep fome guard-boats, one of which was difpatched to vifit our

velfel.

Making for the bay, we for fome time kept to larboard to avoid the fhoal of St.

Nicholas ; the fea ran high, but was placid from the inftant we tacked to ft;irboard

to reach the port of Cavite. On entering, a fort is perceived on the point : this muft

not be approached too near, as the bottom rifes, and we, fol" want of the precaution

recommended on pafTmg the fort, for an inftant grounded.

As foon as we had anchored, the captain landed in order to make his declaration

,
and requeft a fearch, as previous to this formality no one is allowed to quit ths

fin'p.

After fix weeks ftay at Manila, we quitted that city on the 15th of November, the

wind blowing north-eaft.

During the monfoon of the north and north-eaft winds, in failing for China, it is

ncccffary to coaft along Manila under favour of the land breeze, that from the caft,

which conftantly blows at night ; as in the day the north, north-north-weft, or north-

weft winds, regularly prevail. It is likewife requifite that attention be paid not to keep

at greater diftance from the coaft than a league, or at moll two, as farther out the

currents have a north-weft diredion, whereas within thefe limits their courfe is

north.

From Point Capones, towards and as far as Boulinao, the coaft muft not be neared

too clofely, that the fliallows may be avoided, but thence as far as Cape Bojador, a veflel

may keep in ftiore with fafcty : the currents in the firft courfe run fometimes towards

the fouth, and at others northward, but in the fecond conftantly towards the north.

Scarcely had w-e doubled Cape Bojador before we experienced a very heavy fwell,

and had a violent gale from the north-eaft. "We then fteered north by weft, in order

to pafs to leeward of the bank de la Plata, in latitude twenty degrees fifty-five minutes

north.

The 26th we made the coaft of China, and Pedra Blanca, an infulated white

rock in the middle of the fea, fituate, according to Sir Erafmus Gower, in latitude

twenty-two degrees nineteen minutes north, longitude eaft of Paris one hundred and
twelve degrees thirty-feven minutes*. Mr. Dalrymple, in his chart of the coaft of

China, marks this rock as fomewhat more towards the eaft.

On the 27th of November we anchored in Macao roads, the wind at firft blowing
hard from the north : it at length gradually abated and permitted our weighing, and
reaching Canton. I remained in this city until the 2Sth January 1 797, when I embarked

* One hundred and fourteen degrees tliirty-fcven minutes eaft of Greenwich.

at
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at Wainpoo, on board the fame Amorican velTel which brought me to China, bound
firfl for Manila, and thence for the Ifle of France.

On the 31ft we loft fight of the coafl of China.

On the 4th of February we coafled along the fhorcs of Manila, and had hopes of
reaching the bay the fame day, when, of a fuddcn, the wind fell, but rifing again blew
fo hard that, after ineffedually endeavouring for fevcral days to double the Corregidor
by the northern paflage, we were fain to feck fhelter behind the mountain which forms
Point Mirabel. The wind at length declining we ftecrcd to leeward of the idand of
the Corregidor, that is, by the fouthern pafTage, for the bay, where we made feveral

long tacks in order to fetch the anchoring place; this we reached on the nth of
February.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE PHILIPPINE ISLES.

OF the numerous colonies belonging to the Spaniards, as one of the mofl important,
muft indifputably be reckoned the Luconcs (pr. J.ufones), or Philippine Iflands. Their
pofiiion, their great fertility, and the nature of their produdtions, render them admirably
adapted for adlive commerce ; and if the Spaniards have not derived much benefit

Irom them, to themfelves and to their manner of trading is the fault to be afcnb:'d.

Magellan, who left Seville the loth of Auguft 15 19, and was killed on the idand of
Zebu, one of the Philippines, was the firfl European who made his appearance in this

part of the world. He it was who fecured the poffeflion of thefe iflands to the King his

mailer, in right of difcovery, but the Spaniards did not obtain fovereignty of them, in

right of conqucft, until 1564, under Lopez de Legnfpe ; at this epoch they gave to the
Lu(^onc Iflands the name of the Philippines, although, according to fome authors, they
received this appellation much earlier, that is, when Lopez de Villalobc^ with his fleet

vifited them in 1543.
The Spaniards on their arrival at the Lufoncs found there feveral different races of

people, and among them fome Chincfe. Thefe lafl in 1603 would probably have
wrcfted from them this important colony, but for the bravery and ability of Pedro
Acugna, who refilled the eflorts of that adive and enterprizing, but at the fame time,

unwarlike people. Since this attempt the Spaniards have tranquilly enjoyed poifeflion

of the Philippines ; and if the cruizes, or unimportant attacks of thofe Moors be
excepted, who inhabit fome of the contiguous iflands, maintain undifturbcd peace with

all the different inhabitants of this thickly ffudded Archipelago.

The Philippines extend from the fixth to nearly the twentieth degree of latitude north,

and from the hundred and fixteenth to the hundred and twenty-lixlh degree of longi-

tude eaft of Paris *.

Under the denomination of the Philippines a confiderable number of iflands arc com-
prized ; but as the detail of the whole of them would be tedious, I ftiall confine myfclf

to a dcfcription of the larger only, and thofe moff deicrving attention.

The climate is hot and moift, yet, notui;hllanding the iflands are fituate in the torrid

zone, the heat is lefs confiderable than might be imagined, on account of the lea breezes,

and till I'e from the land, which render it tolerable.

The foil is highly fertile, and the crops of rice md wheat arc abundant.

Minos of gold exilt, but thefe are not wroug'it ; the only portion of this metal col-

le<^ed is that obtained in fmall grains walhed down by the rivers. The iflands are

fubject to earthquakes.

• Paris is fituatc two decrees twenty minutes cull vi Gaiiiwitli.

The
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The inhabitants differ as well in their origin as fJieir language.

The Tagales are the progeny of Moors and Malays ; on the arrival of the Spaniards

they occupied the coails of Manila. The Bi/hyas, or Pintados (painted men), come
from Macaflar, and are found on many of the iflands. Thefe two races are partly

tributary, and apply themfclves to commerce, the arts, navigation, and agriculture.

The indigenous inhabitants, or Negrillos, in no refpeiS refemble the Tagales or

Bifayas ; they are much like the blacks of Guinea, are of lower ftature, have hair

curly and crifp, and go almofl: entirely naked ; the women wear a piece of cloth round

the body woven from the fibres of trees, and called tapifs. Thefe people, chielly, live

wild among the mountains, and are not tributary.

Some Chinefe yet remain at Manila, but the number of them is greatly diminilhed

fmce the year 1603.

The tribute paid by the Indians is fixed at ten reals for married couples, and five for

each male unmarried, from the age of eighteen to fixty ; females unmarried, twenty-

four years old and under fixty, pay a like fum. The Indians who are tributary, and

who, according to the enumeration made through the different provinces, form the

twelfth part of the whole population, are reckoned to number three hundred thoufand.

The King receives but the third of the contribution of the Indians, the remainder being

the property of certain lords poflcfling fiefs, or encomicndas, and thence denominated

encomicndadorcs. Proprietors moreover pay additionally two reals per head for the

maintenance of the troops, and two more for the rector of the parifli.

MINDANAO.

The fite of this ifland is between fix degrees thirty minutes and nine degrees forty-

five minutes of northern latitude, and one hundred and twenty and one hundred and

twenty-five degrees eafl of Paris. From eaft to weft it meafures ninety leagues, and is

upwards of fixty from north to fouth *; it has a number of bays and capes, the chief

of the latter Sant Aguftino, Suliago, and Sambooangue ; it is watered by confiderable

rivers, among which are moft diftinguifhed the Buhaycn, in the province of the fame

name ; the Betuan, in the fouth ; and the Sibuguey, in the province of Dapitan. It

moreover cqntains two lakes ; one of them of large dimenfions in the fouth-eaft

gives its name of Mindanao to the whole ifland ; the other in the north-weft is called

Melanao.

l"he capital of Mindanao is fituate in fevcn degrees twenty minutes north, yet not-

withftanding its proximity to the line the heat is moderate, as it is tempered by the

fea and land breezes. The atmofphere, during the prevalence of the eaftern mon-

foons, is pure and ferene ; but when the weftern monfoon blows, tempefts prevail

with rain.

The foil is remarkably fertile, and produces in abundance rice, fago, tobacco, and

wild cinnamon gathered in the provinces of Sambooangue, Dapetan, and Cagayan.

In its rivers gold is found ; and fulphur about its volcanoes, of which in the ifland are

feveral. Off the coafts pearls are obtained, and a multitude of fifti. The interior is

full of mountains. The zoological inhabitants are horfes, hogs, buffaloes, goats, wild-

boars, ftags, rabbits, monkies, and abundance of fowls and pigeons ; of reptiles and

infefts, vipers, fcorpions, fcolopendrse or millipeds, a fpecies of venomous infeft, and

* According to the accompanying map, from eafl to wefl it meafures two lamdrcd and ninety -five

Englifli ftatule miles, one hundred and ninety-five at its greatcil breadth in the call from north to fouth,

and fixty in the weft ; its figure, allowing for indentations, would be that of an ifofceles triangle, but for

its being truncated at the weftern extremity,— Translator,
in
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in the rivers fwarms of worms deftruftive to the bottoms of fhips and boats which are

not coppered.

The ifland is divided among five nations, the Mindanaos, Caragos, Lutaos, Dapitans,

and Subanos. The Mindanaos occupy the fouthern part, which is the beft and nioft

fertile ; the Dapitans and the Caragos dwell in the north-eafl ; the Lutaos on the

coafts and banks of rivers : thcfe addicl themfelves to commerce and fifliing ; the

Subanos arc tributary to the laft : fifliermen like their maflers, they refide in the

weftern part of the ifland.

The houfes are raifed from the ground on ports, and are entered by means of a

ftaircafe ; they confifl but of one "floor divided into different apartments : the walls,

floors, cieling, fides and partitions are made of cane ; the roof is covered with palm-

leaves. The inferior part below the houfe ferves as a ftable for cattle ; it is alfo the

receptacle of filth of all kinds, which is fuifered to accumulate until carried away by
the floods of the rainy feafon.

The ifland is fubjcft to two Sultans, each of which has under him a zarabandal,

who governs the people and holds them in a perfect flate of vaflTalage. The Princes

are termed Cahil, the nobles Tuam : thefe have rendered themfelves independent.

Such lords as have numerous vaflals are denominated Otamayas.

The inhabitants are of middle ftature, but well made, and of a tawny complexion
inclining to a bright yellow : they poflefs intelligence, are induflirious, and (killed in

diff^erent works in wood and iron, although the number of their tools is fmall. They
are pafllonately fond of dancing, entertainments, hunting and bathing. Their chief

J^ault is idlenefs. The Mahometan is the predominant religion.

Thefe people are friendly to ftrangers ; but circumfpedion with them is very necefl!ary,

as they are lofty, favage, and revengeful.

The Mindanaos are treacherous ; the Caragos, valiant ; the Dapitans, brave and con-

fiderate : thefe lafl: gave great afliftance to the Spaniards on effefting their conqueft

of the ifland.

XOLO, OR JOLO *, AND BASILAN.

Xolo and Bafilan are dependent on Mindanao, and feparately belong to the two
Moorifli Kings who govern the lafl; defcribed ifland.

Bafilan is but little diftant from Mindanao, and yields abundance of rice, fugar, and

bananas. Its coafts abound in fifli, and among them is the turtle. The ifland is watered

by large rivers, and contains fl:ags and wild boars.

Xolo, thirty leagues from Mindanao, lies under the fixth degree of latitude north,

and is a rendezvous for the Moors, who much refort to this ifland to traffic. It yields

pearls, ambergreafe, and birds' nefts, highly prized by the Chinefe. Thefe nefts are

conftruded by a fpecies of fwallow, called in the country falangan.

BOHOL.

Bohol is fituate under the tenth degree of latitude north, and may be ten leagues

in length by a breadth of fix f } it produces palm-trees, and fome gold ; the inhabitants

are Tagales.

LEYTE.

• X and J in the Spanirti language are pronounced alike, the found is a guttural afpirate unknown in

Englifh pronunciation, but rcfcnibling the n of the Hebrews, the cb of the Scotch, in loch, and the ^4 of

the Iridi.— Translator.

f Round, if an angular projcftion at the caflcrn and weftcm extremity be excepted, this ifland is up.

wards of fifty miles from call to wcil, and forty Irom north to foulh. The remark ii made from the

VOL. II. L chart.



74 M- 15E GUIGNHS* OBSERVATIONS ON

I.FVrE.

This ifland extends from the tenth to the twelfth degree of latitude north. Ft

is divided from north-wefl; to fouth eaft by lofty mountains, which occafion fo fen-

fible a difference in the climate, that on one fide winter holds its fway, while the

other enjoys fine funimer weather. The air at Leyte is more refrcfliingiy cool than

at Manila.

The forefls produce ufeful timber, and flicltcr and fupport a number of flags, buffa-

loes, and wild boars. The foil is remarkably fertile, and yields abundance of rice,

pulfe, and other vei;etablcs ; cotton and wax are likcwife found in the ifland. 1 lie

inhabitants are a gentle race, chiefly employed in the manufadure of cloths and in

the fifhcry.

PANAMAO.

Panamao h'cs north of Leyte, on which ifland it depends ; it is reputedly fixteen

leagues in circumference, is mountainous and well watered : among its productions

are remarked quickfilver and fulphur.

ZEBU.

This ifland, oppofite to Leyte on the weft, is the firfl of which the Spaniards made
themfelves maflers ; it is twenty leagues from north to fouth and about eighty * in cir-

cumference : it exports an abundance of tobacco, cotton, wax, civet, and white hemp
for cloths and cordage. .

The fmall ifland of Matta, which lies oppofite and at a fhoit dilhmce from Zebu,

with that forms a Me flielter for fliipping. On the fouth-eaft is another iflet called

Fuegos, the inhabitants of whigh are generous and brave.

NEGRCS.

Wefl of Zebu the ifland Negros is a hundred leagues in circumference ; it is rich,

populous, and watered by numerous rivers which render it fertile. l"he governor

refides in fort Iloilo, built on a cape fronting the ifland of Imams ; this lafl ifland is only

ten leagues in circumference, and is feparated from Panay by an arm of the fea, which

ferves as a port. In Panay are many Negrillos. The port of Saint Anne lies three

leagues dillant from Iloilo.

CUYO.

Weflward of Punay is the iflet Cuyo ; it is rich in all kinds of animals and fruit, and

yields abundance of pulfe, vegetables, and rice.

PARAGOA.

This ifland, the mofl: wefl.ern of all the Philippines, is a hundred leagues In length by
from twelve to fourteen in breadth. Its centre lies under the tenth degree of latitude

chart, and chiefly for the purpofe of noticing that, although in the inftance of Mindanao the French
league of twenty to a degree is ufed, in the prcfent the Spanifh league of fixteen to a degree muil be that
referred to by our author. — Translator.

* There is an error either here or in the chart ; the league is the Spanifh league, fixteen to the degree,
and the circumference fliuuld be Hated fifty, Zebu being rcprefe.i.tcd ,i ]o:ig and narrow ifland. Eighty
appears to have been placed by the printer for fifty. — Translator.

north.
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north. The Sultan of Borneo poffefles the fouthern part of Paragoa, the fouth-eaflern

extremity of which is no more than twenty leagues diitant from Borneo. The face of
this ifland is mountainous ; it is covered with wood, and abounds in animals. It yields

wax in great plenty, but of grain a very flender quantity.

CALAMIANES.

The three Calnmianes are fituate north-north-eafl of Paragoa, and together with

nine contiguous illets form one province of fimilar name. On thcie iflands birds' nefts

are found, and wax ; on the coafts pearls are fifhed. The inhabitants are remarkable
for their gentle nature.

MINDORO.

This ifland, fituate in thirteen degrees and fome minutes of northern latitude *, and
on the fouth of Manila, is about feventy leagues in circuit f. Covered with towerini^

mountains it yields little grain, but cocoa-nuts, and fruit in great plenty. The inha-

biiants who dwell on the coafts are mild and fociable ; thofc of the interior a favau-e

race.

MARINDLQUE.

North-eaft of Mindoro, in thirteen degrees thirty minutes north, lies the ifland Ma-
rindcque. It confifts of elevated land, produftive of rice in fmull quantity, but abound-
ing in fruit, efpecially cocoas : wax and pitch are likewife among its productions,

MASBATE.

The ifland of Malhate, north of Z.bu, and under the twelfth degree of latitude

north, is thirty leagues in circumference by eight in breadth. Its ports are fafe and
commodious, with excellent anchorage in deep water. Its produce wax, fait, civet,

ambergrcafe, and gold.

TIC.VO.

North of Mafbate, and eight leagues from the cmboradcro, or entrance of the fli-ait

of San Bernardino, lies the ifland Ticao. It has a good port to which velTels refort for

refrefliments, Mofl of the inhabitants live in a wild ftate.

CAPOUL.

This ifland is fituate in twelve degrees thirty minutes north, near the mouth of the

ftrait. It is only three leagues in circuit, but is neverthelefs of importance, owing

to its great fertility.

SAMAR, OR IBABAO.

Saniar extends from eleven degrees thirty minutes to thirteen degrees of northern

latitude. With Cape Baliquaton and the Point of Manila it forms the mouth of the

flrait of San Bernardino, through which the galeon paflTes, as well on leaving the Phi-

lippines, as on its return from Acapulco.

* Where but one point of latitude and longitude of an ifland is markeJ, the center is meant to be exprcf-

fed.— Translator.
t The form of Miiuloro Is that of a triangle, the bafe running north-weft hy nortli and fouth-caft by

eaft, about one hundred and twenty i nglifh ftatutc mile; in length, the northern fiJe one hundred miles

long, tliat on the eaft feventy. The northern and fouth-wcftern fides have c.ich fome bays, the northern*

rciaarkablc promoniury about the middle ; the caftern fide forms a very regular line.—Transiator.

L 2 South-
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South-wefl; of this ifland between Samar and Leyte is the ftrait of Juanillo, another

paffage of the Philippine Iflands.

Samar is an iiland covered with mountains, but poflefling vallies of great exuberance.

Here it is the bean of St. Ignacius is grown j a fruit in high eftimation with the In-

dians for its medical virtues, but the ufe of which the phyficians ot Europe confider

dangerous.

In this ifland it is always cooler than at Manila, the air being continually refrefhed

by bi'eezes from the ocean.

LUBAN AND AMBIL.

Thefc are but iflets. Luban is only five leagues in circumference, and Ambil ftill

fmaller** : on the latter is a very lofty volcano. They yield wax, and a kind of black

hemp.
BABUYANES AND BATANES.

Thefe iflets are fituate about the nineteenth degree of latitude north. The neareft is

fubjed to the Spaniards, and produces wax, ebony, cocoas, and bananas.

MANILA.

This ifland, the moll confiderable of the Philippines, ftretches from latitude twelve

degrees thirty minutes to eighteen degrees forty minutes north : it is upwards of one
hundred and twenty leagues f long, by a various and very unequal breadth, being very

narrow in certain parts, and in others from thirty to forty leagues broad.

It is divided into feveral provines, that is to fay, Balayan, Tayabas, Camarines, Pare-

cala, Cagayan, lUoccos, Pangafinam,Pambangan, Bulacun, Bahi, and Manila ; to thefe •

the ifland of Camadnanes being added, makes the whole number twelve.

Balayan lies on the weftern fide at about the fourteenth degree north : it poflefl"es

two confiderable bays Bambon and Batangas. The iflands of La Cafa, and the

Corregidor are dependent on this province.

Tayabas is fituate eafliward of Balayan ; on the fouth-cafl: and north-calt, it is waflied

by the fea. This province is of great extent and very populous.

Camarines, fouth-eafl: of Tayabas extends as far as to the fl:rait of Samar. On its

weftern fliores is the port of Sorfocon of great extent and well adapted for building of

fliips. On its eafl:ern fide is the bay of Albay, near which is a lofty volcano.

Cantaduanes is an ifland |, eafl of the province of Camarines in fourteen degrees

north ; it is thirty leagues in circuit, and forms of itfelf one province. It yields much
rice, palm, oil, cocoa nuts, honey and wax ; the inhabitants colle£l fome gold from
the rivers, and carry on a confiderable tratfic with Manila in boats : to remedy the

inconvenience which the tranfport of thefe one by one would occafion, they build them
of different fizes, and place the one fucceflively within the other. The planks of

which thefe boats are made are not joined together with nails, but are fewed or joined

together with cane and rattans. The inhabitants of the ifland are warlike, and paint

their faces.

Parecala
||
has mines of gold, and produces loadftone. The cacao tree and the

palm yielding wine grow in this province : it has two bays, the one called Lampon,
the other Mauban.

* Thefe iflets, at the entrance of the ftraits of St. Bernardino, lie, Ambil north-eaft, and Luban fouth-

fouth- weft of Cape Baliquaton, each a few miles diftant.— Translator.
\ French leagues, twenty to the degree.

:j; Nearly of oblong form, thirty-five Englifh ftatute mik» from north to foutb, tranfverfely about

twen'y-five broad.— Translator.

jl
North of Tayabas, on the coaft.

Cagayaa
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Cagayan extends along the eaflem coaft * from the fifteenth degree to Cape Engano t
in latitude eighteen degrees thirty minutes. This province though filled with moun-
tains is neverthelefs very fertile in rice ; it alfo produces abundance of wax, a wood
fit for dyeing called fiboucao, and ebony, but this of a qualitity interior to that of the
ifle of Fiance. 1 he inhabitants of the province are partly a wild race.

Illoccos lies on the weltern coaft of IVIanila |. This province is forty leagues in
length from north to fouth, by a breadth of eight from eaft to weft ; it is watered by the
river Bigan, and in the laft is bounded by mountains peopled by favages, whofe only
traffick confifts in bartering their gold for rice, tobacco, and other neceffary articles :

the province is rich, populous, and produces abundance of cotton.

Pangafman is fouth of Illoccos. Its mountains are covered with favages who carry
on a traffic fimilar to that of their neighbours. In this province alfo is found the
fiboucao tree.

Pampangan, fouthward of the preceding, is extenfive and fertile ; it fupplies
Manila with an abundance of cattle and provifions, and likewife a great quantity of
timber. The inhabitants are partly fubjedl to the Spaniards, and partly independent
favages.

Bulacan, fouth of Pampangan, is a province of no great extent ; ftill does it yield

abundance of rice, and from its palm-trees a large quantity of wine.

Bahi is an inconfiderable province, and remarkable only on account of a lake of
the fame name ; this lake is about thirty leagues in circumference, and gives origin to

the river Bahia, or Aro, which falls into the bay near the city of Manila. The Indians

, who dwelt on the banks of lake Bahi feed on immenfe bats, the extended wings of
which meafure from three to three and a half feet. The areca tree and that which
bears the betel nut are found in this province.

CITY OF MANILA.

Manila, fituate in latitude fourteen degrees thirty-fix minutes eight feconds, north
longitude eaft of Paris, one hundred and eighteen degrees thirty-one minutes fifteen

feconds, is a city built on the banks of the river Bahia. Its figure is irregular, wide in

the middle, but narrow at the two extremities. It is reputedly a league in circuit.

Gomez Perez de las Marinas, fent to govern the Philippines in 1590, was the firft who
erefted fortifications about Manila. They are now in a good ftate ; the walls are

mounted with artillery, and the ditch and coimter ditch are full of water: it has

alfo fome advanced works ||.

At

• North of Parecala. f Tlie north-weftern promontory- J At the northern extremity.

II
This city was foundeJ June 24, 157 1 , by Miguel Lopez <Je Legafpi, a man famous throughout America

for his bravery and conduft. He was appoiifted gcneial of the expedition to the Philippines by the viceroy

of New Spain under fpecial authority from Philip II. and failed to make tiie conquell of them from the

Port de la Natividad, now called ^Vcapulco, on tlie 2 ill of September 1564. Pliihp empowered tlie

viceroy to nominate tlie general and fit out the expedition, but under his own feal gave direclioji to an
Auguilin monk called Fray Andres de Urbancta, to take charge of what regarded the navigation

of the armament. This man, one of the firll mathematicians and bell failors of his time, after ferving in

the army in Italy, had embarked for America, and held the rank of captain under LoayCi and Saavedra

in their maritime expeditions, during which he acquired much praifticai knowledge refpcCting the Philip-

pine illands. On his return thence to Mexico he refigncd liis employ, and entered tlie convcat of
baint Anguftin.

. he expedition committed to the care of Uibaneta confifled of four hundred picked men, a number of
monks, and an Indian interpreter, eiiiiftene'l in Tidure by tlie name of George, at the time that iilaiid

received the e^uipmeut of Villaluboa. Complete fuccefs atteudcd its eSvns, which were fecouded much
by
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At one of the extremities of the city, and in front of the bay, the Spaniards have

erefted Fort St. James. This fort defends the entrance of the river, and protedls two

jetties which advance into the fea at a diilance from each other of nearly four hundred

fathoms : they are cafed with flone and kept in good condition ; but, to render them

of greater utility, they require to be prolonged, efpecially that on the fouthern fide;

indeed it might be well to continue them to the bar, as in that cafe it would be an

eafy matter to deepen the channel, and render it fafe of paffage for (hips as well as

the country coafters, which at prefent run a rifk of grounding, and are fearful of

attempting to pufs it when the wind is anywife high. The fea is generally rough on

the bar, on wiiich even at height of tide there is fcarcely twelve feet water.

' Mairi4a has fix gates, thofe of Los Almacenes, Santo Domingo, Parian, Sta. Lucia,

La Puerte Reale, and a poftern.

The city is handfome, and airy ; the ftreets moftly flraight : the governor has caufed

them to be paved with granite from China, and to be lighted with lamps, fo that

paflengers may walk them in fafety by night as well as by day.

The houfes confift of but one ftory above the ground-floor. The lower part is

built of (tone and vaulted ; the walls of great thicknefs. The upper part is of wood
covered with plaifter. The roof is fupported by thick polls, placed upright, and

refl.ing on the inferior walls, in which they are inferted. Thefe pods are connecled

by the beams which fuftain the roof, and the whole is ftrongly joined together with

pegs, fo that when earthquakes happen they play witfiout disjoining : but as the

apartments are not cielcd, the fight of the fl^eleton of the building has a very difagree-

able eflf"eft.

The rooms are fpacious and but flightly furniflied ; they do not I'eceive the light

directly from without, but communicate by doors with galleries of wood which fur-

round the houfe, and have large windows formed of tranfparent (hells, the fafhes

of which Aide one over the other. This contrivance is excellent for introducing a

coolnefs into the apartments, but externally offends the eye.

The public edifices and churches are folidly confliructed ; the belfrys in particular

are very mallive. The cathedral is of great fize ; attached to it is an archbifhop

and twelve canons. Manila was eredted into a bifliop's fee in 1 58 1 , and was afterwards

in 1595 raifed to the dignity of an archbifhopric. The fuffragans of the metropolitan

are the three bishops of Zebu, Nueva Cazeris and Nueva Segovia.

The government-houfe is large, but prefents nothing extraordinary. The fquare

in front is fpacious and regular ; the governor has planted it with trees and furniflied

it with lamps. The embellifliment has certainly a fine effect, though a more
fit appropriation of the fquare would certainly have been to have made it a parade

for troops.

1))' the conciliating mcafiires of the general, and the perfuafions of the mifTionaries; and after finding the
{ni\. town in the ifland of Zebu, which from his own name he called San Miguel Lcgafpi, in Jime 1565
fent back the commodore's {hip with Father Urbaneta, as previoufly concerted with the viceroy.

Urbaneta liappily arrived at Acapulco, after a voyage of four months, and on his arrival produced a very

circumftantial account of his courfe, togetlier with a much l deemed and very exaft journal, which
afterwards formed an excellent guide for the navigation between Acapulco and Manila.

It was not until after he had fubdued and pacified the chief illand, that of Luzon, tliat Legafpi
founded Manila, made numerous wife regulations for the divifion of property, and adminiftration of
juftice, and declared the city to be the metropolis of New Cailile, the name he gave to this region.

EJiabHcimientos Ultramarinos de las Naciones Europeanas, per Edvardo Malo de Laque. Ttjmo •u.pag. 197.
tt feq. Madrid, 1790.

—

Translator.

At
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At Manila convents occupy at leaft one third of the city. The Jefuits had formerly
two churches here, thofe of St. Ignacius and Saint Jofeph ; thefe are flill highly
decorated. The Dominicans have two colleges, and the Augudins a convent. I'here
is alfo a convent ol St. Claru for forty nuns, and a houfe termed the monaflery of
Mercy, deflined for female orphans of Spaniards as well as of Creoles. Thefe
orphans ultimately receive a bounty if they become nuns, and a portion if they
marry.

On leaving the city a bridge prefents itfclf, built in part of flone in part of wood;
it is wide enough to admit of two carriages abreaft, and ferves to join the city and
the different fuburbs ; there are twelve in number, to wit : Parian, Min indo, Sta
Cruz, Ilao San Michael, San Sebaftian, Bagambaya, San Jago Ntra, Sra del Eremito,
Tondo, Malati, and Chiapo. •

Parian, which fronts the city, is reckoned the mod: confiderable ; it has feveral flreets

and is inhabited by Chinefe, called Sangleyes, who all cf them are artizans, fmiths, or
merchants ; the number at prefcnt is three thoufand. It was vaftly more confiderable

in 1603, but at that epoch twenty thoufand perifhed*. A very ftricT: watch is kept
over thefe Chinefe : an alcalde and a number of Spanifh officers have the fuperin-

tendence of the police, and exact from them, as is faid, confiderable fums of money,
chiefly at the new year. The fimple licenfe of playing at metooa (odd or even) being
purchafed by them at the rate often thoufand dollars.

Minondo and Sta.Cruz are inhabited by Spaniards andlndians. The Spaniards, whofe
houfes are conlbucted in the fame ftyle as thofe of Manila, prefer a refidence in thefe

tv.o fuburbs, oii account of enjoying greater freedom, as the gates of the city are clofed

at an early hour : as for the Indians, their dwellings are raifed on pofts, the walls are

of plaifler or matting, and the roof is covered with the leaves of the palm. This
mode of building is ungrateful to the eye, but it fecures the inhabitants of fuch dwell-

ings from injury, by floods or earthquakes.

San Sebailian likewife has fome good houfes. In this fuburb is a long caufeway
•raifed by the government, as a promenade for the inhabitants ; hither efpecially the

ladies of Manila refort much in their carriages. The Chinefe are faid to have defrayed

the expence of making this mall with money extorted from them for exemption from
fome obflructions purpofely ordained by the Spaniards : the mall is pleafant, is (haded

by a number of areka trees, and commands a fine profped over the country.

Tondo is the moft northern of the different fuburbs ; formerly it was a Imall town :

its church was the firlt conftructed by the Spaniards in this country.

A number of canals divide tiiele different fuburbs, and greatly facilitate the tranfport

of merchandize.

The country about Manila is remarkably fine ; the foil appears to be vcr}- rich ; it

is flat at firfl, but afterwards rifes gradually. The villages are commonly furrounded

by trees, and the beauty of the proiped would be greatly heightened were the houfes

lefs wretched. In every village is a flone church, as well as a parfonage-houfe, for

the redor, who is confhmily one 'of the monks. Thefe lafl:, who all of them are

Europeans, are very much refpccted by the Indians ; while the fccular clergy, who mod
commonly arc Creoles, are held in contempt : hence the government fhews great de-

ference to the redors ; for, generally ipeaking, the Indian always confults them on en-

tering upon any enterprize, and even as to paying his taxes. The monks who

* Previous to the infurreflion anJ fiibfcqmiit flaiiglit.'r of tlic Cliiiicfe in 1603, liy Aciina, tlic fuburb

of Parian contnitu;.! 30,000 Sanglcyes.—Ed. Malo dc Luquc Hill. Polit. dc los Eilab. Ultr. &c. Tom.

vi. p. 203, Madrid. 1790.
2 officiate
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officiate in the dIfFercnt parifli churches are the Auguftins, Francifcans, and bare-

footed CarmeUtes.

On afcending the river from the town, a number of country houfes are feen on its

banks, with each a bath on the margin of the river inclofed with matting. To thcfe

during the prevalence of hot weather the wealthy inhabitants of Manila much refort

:

both men and women bathe together, but for the fake of decency the nien wear drawers,

and the women a wide (hift.

Two miles above the town is the royal hofpital. On advancing higher fome

old houfes are feen almoft level wlih the ground ; for the Englifli after taking Manila,

not being able to quit the city without expofmg themfelves to be (hot by the Indians,

entrenched in thefe dwellings, to remedy the inconvenience reduced them to the ftate

in which they have continued to the prei'ent time.

The garden of the Philippine Company is likewife out of the town ; it is much
neglefted, and no longer exhibits any of the rare trees or plantations of mulberries it

once pofleffed. In the midft^a monument, refembling a fountain more than a maufo-

leum, is erected in memory of Mr. Pineda, who died in the expedition of M. de Ma-
lefpina : it is furrounded by four enormous termini, works furely of no utility in a

garden.

At fome dillance from Malati, a village fituate near the bay, and a league diftant from

Manila, the Spaniards have conftrufted a polverijia, or powder magazine. This little

fort is in a very unfit pofition ; for, being too far from the town to be fuccoured,

it could readily be taken by an enemy who (hould effed a defcent, to whom it would be

of confiderable fervice.

Mr. D'Aguilar, a governor of the Philippines when 1 was there, being apprehenfive

of an attack on the part of the Englifh, caufed a canal to be cut from near the polverifla

communicating with the river, fo as to allow gun-boats to enter the bay, and leave it

without danger, or to feek flielter under the jetties which protedl: the entrance. In

conflrufting the canal * the wild palm was ufed (palma brava) : the wood of this tree

is hollow, hard, tough, and very durable in water : it is likewife ufed for making the

gutters which furround the houfes, and condudt the rain water into the cifterns, with

which almofl every houfe in Manila is provided.

PORT OF CAVITE.

This port lies three leagues fouth of Manila. Veffels take refuge in it during the

fouth weft monfoon ; and return to anchor in front of the city in the feafon when
winds from the north and north-eafl: are prevalent.

The town of Cavite is fmall, and ftands on a tongue of land ; it has but one fuburb,

called San Roch. The fort is built at the extremity of the town ; it is weak, and

could not hold out againfl a veflel of war. In doubling the point, attention fhould be

paid not to keep too near, as there is a flioal in its vicinage. The Spaniards have an

arfenal at Cavite, and here it is that large merchant fhips are built.

BAY OF MANILA.

The Bay of Manila, being every way eight leagues over, the depth of it is likewife

great. The margin is partly covered with wood, and partly with villages. The ifland

of the Corregidor is at the entrance of the bay ; hence it is that fignals are made on

• Probably for fupporting the banks.

4 vefiels
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veffels coming in fight. The Spaniards have erefted no battery on the Ifland, left

the Englifli fhould make themfelves mafters of it to their prejudice.

The bay is entered by the paflages on either fide of the ifland ; but that on the fouth be-
tween Pulo Cavallo and the main is the broadeft, and has a fmoother fea even during the
prevalence of the north-eaft winds, than the north paflagc, which from Point Mirabel to

the ifland ©f the Corregidor, is fcarcely a league acrofs. The fea being deep in this

part, veflTels frequently prefer it ; but the winds here blow violently, and when thefuni-
mits of the mountains are feen capped with clouds it is efpecially to be avoided. The
rocks called puercos (hogs) which are ofl^ Point Tagale, and which advance fome dif-

tance into the fea, are likewife to be fhunned.

La Monja may be neared pretty clofe, as may El Fraile, but Pulo Cavallo on the
north has fome reefs. In order effedually to protect the bay, it is efl"ential the Spa-
niards fhould ereft batteries and redoubts on all the advanced points, as well of the

main as of the contiguous iflets, and in addition, have a flotilla of gun-boats conftantly

equipped near the ifland of the Corregidor. In the prefent fl;ate of the bay, nothing
prevents a fquadron from entering it and cafl:ing anchor in front of Manila, almolt as

foon as its arrival could be known.
A garda-cofl:a, it is true, is placed before Manila, but is there of no utility what-

ever ; for when we entered the bay this veflel was unable to come up with us, though
we had only our topfails up ; nay, we were even obliged to take in every fail before flie

could overtake us.

There is plent)'^ of water in every part ofthe bay, except on the bank of San Nicholas,

the extent of which is not fo great as laid down by Mr. D' Apres ; it may be parted

either in the north or the fouth ; but the latter during the fouth-weft monfoon is pre-

ferable ; the fwell on this fide is lefs confiderable, the wind lefs violent, and the fhore

may be neared without apprehenfion, as there is deep water. We made a number
of tacks in the bay of Manila, and afcended as high as to its northern extremity ; the

only caution requifite is, not to approach the fliore nearer than three quarters of a
league. VeflTels anchor without the port of Manila at three quarters of a league diftance,

and beyond the bar : this alfo is the anchorage for fuch veflels as having entered the

river cannot pafs over the bar with their whole cargo on board.

Inhabitants of Manila.

The population of the city of Manila is reckoned to amount to three thoufand, of

whom fuch as are of any note never leave the houfe but in a carriage. The go-

vernor is drawn by fix horfes and is preceded by feveral men on horfeback. When
he partes it is curt:omary for others to halt. The procurator-fifcal, the auditoi-s, the

King's lieutenant, and thebifhop, have four horfes to their carriage : individuals are al-

lowed but two. Poftiilions fiand in lieuof coachmea. The carriages generally come from
Bengal, but fome are built at Manila on the model of Englifli ones. The maintenance

of an equipage is far from cofl;Iy ; a pair of horfes may be hired tor twenty or thirty

dollars per month, and their keep, with the wages of the coachman, amounts but to fix

or eight dollars more.

The lady of the governor, and fome other ladies of diflin£tion, alone drofs in the

European (lyL- ; the reft wear no powder ; they cither have their iiair turned up arid

knotted on the back of the head, or plaited and hanging over the flioulders
; gene-

rally fpeaking, they fliew but little tafle in their manner of drefling tlieir hair : their pet-

ticoats arc fliort ; they wear (lays with bulks, and the heels ol their flioes are very high.

Round the neck, almoft univerfally, a chain of gold is worn, to which a mcilallion is

VOL. XI. M fufpcnded.
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fufpcnded, contaming relics. The ihen di-efs better, but have fomething affeded in

their manner.

The wife has the whole management of domeftic affairs, the only bufmefs of the

hufband being to furnifii money, which he fetches from the bodiga or magazine ; when
one bag of a thoufand dollars is emptied, the wife applies for another.

The divcrfions of Manila are few ; the different circles meet in the evening. So-

ciety is on a dull and dillant footing ; the young ladies fing and play on the piano

:

the women are generally feated on one fide, and the men on the other.

The women have a flirill voice, and fing from the throat ; they all fmoke ; the

cigars for the women are about five or fix inches long, and thick as a good fized

finger.

At Manila, I was prefent at feveral balls, among others at that given by Mr. Avala,
commandant of the marine fcrvice. The governor, his wife, and all the people of
diftinclion in the city were invited. The archbifliop and the grand vicar were there,

but kept themfelves in an apartment adjoining that in which the ball was held. Coun-
try dances, minuets, and even the fandango, but in a very model!: manner, were
danced. Voleros alfo, after the manner of the Spaniards, were fung, airs which to

me feemed very pleafing.

The women in private houfes likewife dance minuets, but in a manner fomewhat An-
gular, blending with them occafionally fome lleps of the fandango : in general they ap-

pear but litttle accuftomed to this dance, for the minuets would laft through the night,

were the dancers not admoniflied of the time to conclude. I {hall not defcribe the

dances of the Creoles, and fome Spaniards in private : they are lafcivious in extreme.

Being invited to a ball in a Spanifli houfe, I faw that attention had been paid to cover

a Chrift at the bottom of the hall in which the dancing was. The rector of the parilh

prefented himfelf to fee the dancing, but flood without the door. On all thefe occa-

fions a great quantity of fweetmeats, paftry, and cooling beverages are confumed.

The complexion of the Spaniards born at Manila is flightly tawny, but thole born

in Europe preferve their natural colour. Both the one and other are of excellent

difpofition, civil and obliging ; and, during my refidence at Manila I had every reafon

to be fatisfied with the treatment I experienced : of the governor Mr. Aquilar I mufl

fay the fame, as well as of the other gentlemen in ofSce, whofe kindnels on feveral

occafions I have to acknowledge.

The Indians are ugly, and refemble the Malays ; their flature is of the middle fize,

and their complexion tawny ; of the women no better can be faid. The drefs of the

men is a fhirt, pantaloons, a hat and flippers ; the beaux among them in addition

wear a black jacket, with a handkerchief in each pocket, a third round the neck, and
a fourth in the hand. Thefe handkerchiefs come from Madras, and as they are after-

wards embroidered at Manila they are very coflly. The Indians fraoke cigars four or

five inches long, and thick as the little finger.

The female Indians wear a half fliift and petticoat, and wrap round them moreover
a long and narrow piece of (tuff called tupifs made of the fibres of the banana tree.

Their flioes are very fmall, and frequently the little toe is left out of the flioe. Their

hair is turned up, and knotted at the back of the head : at times thefe women go
wholly enveloped in a large black cloak reaching to the ground, from the peck of

which two fmall and narrow bands hang down over each Ihoulder.

The fhirouts or cigars of the Indian ladies and Creoles are a foot in length, by an

inch. and a half in diameter, and are calculated to laft for a fortnight; fo large

are they in fhort that, in order to put them in the mouth, they require flattening.

The
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The Indians, in common with all Malays, are pafllonately fond of cock-fighting, but
they are not permitted to indulge at pleafure this inclination. An Indian rarely walks
out without a cock, and as foon as he meets another Indian with one under his arm,
the two birds are fet down and immediately engage ; but battles with fteel fpurs are

only permitted in a place formed for the purpofe, which is farmed from the King at

a rent of twenty or twenty-five thoufand dollars : here the Indians afiemble, and
frequently bet on their favourite cocks the whole of what they are worth. The fate

of the gamefters is foon decided, for the cocks being armed with fharp fpurs, one or
the other is killed almoft in an inftant.

The Indians at Manila follow all kinds of trades and fill every employ ; they are

merchants, artizans, labourers, coachmen, lacqueys, and porters ; and are fkilful in

managing boats.

The Chinefe alfo follow different occupations, but prefer fuch as require more
ingenuity ; for example, they are the goldl'miths, fmiths, gardeners, &c. They are

permitted to marry ; their wives woi-k as well as themfelves, but lay afide their gains
;

and fhould the huiband, after making a for;une, choofe to leave the country to return

home, he leaves a part of his property with his wife, who retains and brings up the

children.

The Chinefe who inhabit Manila profefs Chriflianity, but this only for form's fake ;

for when they leave the Phillippines they throw their images and chaplets into the

lea, and ceafe to be Chiillians as foon as they lofe fight of Mirabel point.

Meat and provifions in general are cheap and abundant at Manila ; the fifli caught

in the bay is good, but that taken on the bar and near the dykes is heavy of digeftion,

ov\!ng to its feeding on the filth waflicd' down by the river. Generally, in the city

and luburbs ciftern water is drunk ; each houfe has its refervoir, which is replenifhed

with rain-water by means of gutters and pipes : thofe felicitous of Ipring water are

obliged to fetch it from Sta. Aniia. The city lacks mills ; but the governor who ruled

in 1797, and whofe whole attention was devoted to the means of improving the colony,

had lent for a Genevefe mechanic from Canton, purpofely to attempt the ftrudure of

fome upon the river.

Boats.

On the river and along the Hiores of the bay a number of boats are feen, very

fliarply built, and furniflied with yards, which ferve as balances, on the windward

end of which, when it blows hard, the failors place themfelves to counterpoiJ'e the effedt

of the wind on the fail : this contrivance however does not always infure fafety, for

at times the bamboo which forms the balance beam breaks, in which cafe the boat

founders, and the crew are loft. The river is crofTed in fmall boa's called pangues,

made of the hollowed trunk of a tree ; thefe generally will contain but two or three

perfons, though fome larger built are capable of accommodating Irom twelve to

fifteen : they are propelled with oars, and fail lightly through the water.

Temperature.

Manila enjoys a healthy air ; ftill to me it appeared rather heavy, a quality to be

attributed to the quantity of moifiure it contains, owing to the heated vapours which rife

from the large furface of water formed by the inundation of the low grounds in the

rainy feafon, and to the ungrateful exhalations from the muddy Ifrand in front

of Tondo, which is conftantly bare at low water. In the countr), where the ground-

M 2 is
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is more elevated and dry, the atmofphere is much more pure. The tcmpefts and

rain during the monfoons from the weft, the fouth-\ve(l, and the fouth, are violent and

heavy : thefe winds reign throughout the months of June, July, and Auguft ; the

meadows arc then flooded, and intercourle is maintained only by means of boats. In

Ottober the wind begins to blow from the north and north-eaft ; in December it veers

to the eaft and fouih-eaft, and in thefe quarters remains until May j ttiis is the fine

feafon or fummcr of the year. The mixture of heat and moifture experienced at

Manila difagrees with foreigners, but the Indians, habituated to the climate, live to a

great age ; moreover their dwellings being raifed much above the waters, they are in

meafure (licltered from the efted of their vapour, and as the air circulates without

obftruftion it ferves to refrefh them, and make the natural warmth of the climate

more tolerable.

Earthquakes.

The Philippines are fubjeft to earthquakes : that which took place in 1545 over-

threw a part of Manila. I experienced the fhocks of one myfelf during my flay, fo

violent that many Spaniards who had been at Lima, affured me they had known of few

more fo. It began at two o'clock in the afternoon ; at firfl I thought fome one was

drawing my chair ; all the houfes cracked, many walls were thrown down, many key-

ftones of vaults were difplaced, and the water was thrown out of the gutters and wells.

In the houfe I inhabited three inches of water were ejefted from a large ciflern which

happened to be full ; the lamps ofcillated, and a carriage under the gateway moved as in

parting over a flreot half unpaved ; on my going down into the court the earth trembled

under my feet, the houfe leaned now in one and now in an oppoLite direction, and at

every inftant I reckoned upon its falling : when the fhocks ceafed I was perfedly ftupi-

fied, and experienced pains in my knees. On returning into the houfe, I found that

the chief pillar which fupported the roof was fplit in twain. The veffels at anchor in

the port felt nothing of the fhock, but an Englifh fliip at fea, eleven leagues from Manila,

was aifefted by it : every part of it cracked, the main-maft was driven upwards out of the

flep or focket, and required to be fupported with broken mafls. The concufTions of this

earthquake lafted three minutes and fourteen feconds, and were renewed at intervals

for feveral fucceeding days, fometimes with violence. On the firfl day, there reigned

a calm, the fky was grey and cloudy, the atmofphere heated and heavy ; occafionally

gufts of wind were experienced, and at intervals gentle fhowers of raia : fuch are the

prognoftics by which earthquakes are anticipated here.

On thefe occafions, of elfe general conflernation, the Indians are free from alarm ;

their houfes ply in every direction with the fhock, and vibrate with the ofcillations of
the earthquake ; their only dread are hurricanes, which to them are of deftrudtive

confequence, and fometimes fweep away the houfes with thofe they wont to fhelter :

meantime in turn the Spaniards refl in peace, confident in their dwellings, whofe foli-

dity braves the ftorm. Thus it is with man : he even fees with indifference the

adverfity of another, and feels but for his own fecurity. Aftuated by this fentiment,

and in order to implore of Heaven exemption from future accidents, the clergy and
all the inhabitants of Manila aiTemble in proceflions, and parade with great fumptu-

ofity the image of a faint, whofe mediation is commonly invoked on fimilar occurrences.

Government of Manila,

The governor is the abfolute mafter anJ prefident of the council, which is compofed
of four aut!i ors, and a procurator-filcal.

The
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The King's lieutenant and the officers of the crown are held in high eftiinatlon.

The governor difpofes of all offices, and nominates the alcaldes and the captain of

the galeon. His fituation, which is held for eight years, is reckoned to be worth

annually from thirteen to fourteen thoufand dollars *. When the governor is fuper-

feded it, is cultomary for him to undergo an examination, which lalls three months :

within this fpace all who have fubjed of compla.nt againft him prefer their charges ; this

meafure, the inftitution of which was equitable, is not exactly enforced : in fome cafes

it might prove fatal to the ex-governor ; its effectuation is therefore commonly pre-

vented by a prefent to the new governor : inflances are faid to have occurred where

the bribe on fuch an occafion has amounted to a hundred thoufand pialtres.

Coininerce of the Spaniards.

The Spanifh commerce of Manila, which might be very confiderable, is limited to

that carried on with Acapulco by the galeon, and with China by coaflers ; of the latter

the number has much diminifhed fmce the Philippine Company has been accufloraed

to difpatch its own veffels to Canton, and retain factors at that city.

The Acapulco trade is not open to every one ; the right of freightage of the galeon

is divided into fifteen hundred portions, of which a large number is referved for the

convents, and the reft is allotted to individuals, either as rewards or bounties.

Thefe portions are fold by the poffeflbrs to fuch merchants as are inclined to Hiip.

The value of the cargo is fixed at fix hundred thoufand dollars, but commonly it is

twice as much. It confifts of muflins, India cloths, raw filk, fluffs, and ftockings of

China filk, of the laft article about fifty thoufand pair ; the remainder of the cargo is

compofed of gold and filver plate, wrought either at Canton or at Manila by the Chi-

nefe ;
jewellery, fpices, gold dull, and different mercery. Great pains are taken in

flowing the cargo, and not a foot of vacant fpace is left. The value of the galeon

taken by Anfon was a million three hundred and thirteen thoufand dollars, exclufive

of thirty-five thoufand fix hundred and eighty-two ounces of pure fdver, of cochineal,

and of other valuable articles.

The cargo of the galeon at Acapulco yields a profit of cent, per cent., paid for partly

in filver, and partly in cochineal, mercury, jewels, cloth, and Spanifli wine. The total

value of the return cargo may amount to from two to three millions of dollars, of which

from two hundred and fifty to three hundred thoufand on the account of the King.

Commonly but one galeon is difpatched in the year, but fometimes there are two :

this veffel, after receiving the bk-ffing of the Virgin from the ramparts, leaves Manila

in the middle of July, paffcs the flrait of San Bernardino, but oftentimes not till a

month or fix weeks after its departure, and diretts its courfe afterwards to the north

as high as thirty degrees to fall in with weflerly winds : it then iteers eaftward to the

coaft of Cahfoniia, and arrives at Acapulco hi December or January conmionly, but

at lateft in February. The fale of the cargo is quickly completed, and the galeon

lioilts fail in return about the middle of March : it defcends to the latitude of fourteen

or thirteen degrees, and thence bears to the eaft till in fight of Guam t, one ot the

Marian

• Under the following head of " Commerce of Munila," De Guignes fays, which is perhaps nearer

truth, twenty thoufand dollars.

t Four hundred leagues eaft. of the Philippines lie the Mariana iflands, which form a chain extending

from thirteen to twenty-two dega-cs of latitude north, tlirou^h a fpace of one hundred and fifty leagues.

Thj chief of thefo, called Guajam, or Guam, (pronounced Hhooan,) is lituatc in latitude thirteen d.-^ree*

Iwenty-oiie minutes eiglitee.i fecouds, one h.iiida-d and liity degrees fifty lis; ininites thirty locoaJs

«all ol the obforvatory oi Cadi^, according to obfervalions^of Seigiior MaUfpiua, made in the Hiy ot

Humata
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Marian iflands, where it waits for intelligence from Manila, renews its water, and takes

in provifions : it then continues its way, making for Cape Efpiritu Santo, in the ifland

of Samar, enters the ftrait of San Bernardino, and arrives at Manila in June. On its

arrival there is conftantly another velTel ready prepared to depart.

The galeons are the property of the King : they mcalure from twelve to fifteen

hundred tons, and mount from fifty to fixty guns. The King appoints the officers, and
pays the crew. The captain has the title of general, and bears the ftantiard of Spain

at the main niafl ; his place produces him annually twenty thoufand dollars ; on this

account it is given by the governor only to thofe he favours. Each failor receives

three hundred and fifty pieces of eight, of which feventy are priid him at Manila and

the refiduc at Acapulco. The complement ol men, including palfengers, is fix hun-

dred. On returning, as the cargo is not bulky, the lower tier of guns is mounted,

which when outward-bound is lodged in the hold, and the veflel is reinforced by the

addition of two companies of marines.

It is aflonifliing that the Spaniards, in quitting the ftrait of San Bernardino, do not

bear to the north-eaft, or even more towards the north, inftead of cad-north- eaft,

which is their common practice ; and that when they attain thirty degrees north they

fiiould continue to preferve that latitude, fince, if they afcended as high as thirty-fix or

even forty degrees, they would have fironger winds from the weft, and would confe-

quently much fhorten their voyage ; but the captain of the galleon is obliged to follow

his inftruclions, however unfavourable to his fpeedier arrival in the region of rain, an

article indifpenfablc for the prefcrvation of his crew. Will it be believed that men can

Humata in April 1787 : the circumference of the iflaiul is from thirty to forty (Spnnifh) leagues ; the

port is denominated San Luis de Apra ; three leagues dillant from i: is the city of Agana, the capital of

the Marianas. Of the iflands which form this chain, feventcen in number exclufive of iflets, tlie only ones

peopled arc Guam, Rota or Scypan, called alfo St. Jofeph.

Thefe iflands were called ongmaUy de /os Lii^rorus (the Iflands of Thieves) by the Spaniards, who fird

vifited them or account of the pilfering difpofition of the natives. Magellan difcovered them in 1521 ;

Legafpi fubjcifted them to the dominion of Spain in 1565 ; and the Jefuits introduced Chrilllanity in 1668.

The miflion of this order was under the fpecial patronage of the Queen Dona Mariana of Aullria, in me-

mory of whom they afterwards received their prefent name, and who fouuded an annual bequcfl; of twenty-

one thoufand dollars for the fnpport and defence of the colony ; fcparate from one of three thoufand for the

maintenance of a college dedicated to the infliruiHion of the Indians ; and another for the (lipcud of five

monks, formerly of the order of St. Ignatius, but now Augullins.

In no part of the world are colonills treated in a better manner. They are maintained by the crown,

but pay no tribute ; and are regarded as his fcholars by a careful mafter, his children by a benevolent

father.
,

When Mr. Marion in 1771-2 failed on the expedition to the South Seas, in which he unfortunately,

with twenty-two failors and fome officers, periflied by the hands of the natives of New Zealand, and when
the command in confequcnce devolved on the Chevalier Duclefmeur, the latter, after fuirering great

hardfliips, iiad the good fortune to reach the ifland of Guam, which appeared to him a tcrreftrial paradife.

And at this dirtance from any civilized country, it fuivly could be deemed no fmall blefTuig by a diilreffed

crew to arrive at the only port in the vafl; expanfe of this fea, in which the fickly and exhaufl:ed mariner

could hope fpcedily to recruit his llrength, where all provifions and neceffary refitments were in abundance,

and where a city was to be found, built in the European mr.nner, wjtii ftraiglit (Ireets, a church, fortifica-

tions, public buildings, and a civilized population. The healthiuefs of the ifland is heft evident from the

proof afforded on th s occafion. Of two liundred men fick of the feurvA' ( iccording to the account ren-

dered by M. de Crizct, of the Mafcarin, the compiler of the narrative of this voyage,) not one died, but

all fpecdily recovered, thanks to the air, the food, and tl»e liberal afTillance afforded by Don Marialio

Tobias, the governor of the iflands. '

Tlie Abbe Raynal, who received his inforinati >n refpe£ling thefe iflands, moft probably, from officers

in this expedition, however prone thereto in moft inftances, has here nothing exaggerated in his account of

them. Hift. Pol. de Ids Eilab. Ultram. de las Naciones Europ. per Edv. Malo de Luque, torn. r.

p. I4l,etfeq. Madrid, 1790.

2 be
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be fo venturefome as to undertake a long voyage without a due ftore of water, and with

the fole dependence for fupply on what may fall from the clouds ? Yet this is the faft.

The Spaniards avail themielves of every vacancy in the veflcl to ftow their goods in ;

and inflead, like us, of carrying out flore-cafks of water, they merely carry out jars

which are iufpcnded from the rigging to catch the rain when it falls.

After the commerce of Acapulco, comes that carried on by mailers of coafters and
different individuals of Manila. I'hefe difpatch fmall veflels laden with rice to Macao,
which they exchange for various merchandize of China. The Spaniard here is

rarely himfelf an adventurer ; either he lends his money to the Indians who put it to

profit, or la)s it out in the purchafe of raw fugars to fell again.

The rich perfons of Manila do not carry on trade even with Acapulco with their

own money, but borrow funds for the purpofe of the convents, which they return

with intercft on the return of the galeon. In this cafe the net profit of the fhipperis

eltimated at from, twenty-five to thirty per cent.

Commerce of Foreigners.

At times the port of Manila has been open to all friendly nations, but, mofl com-
monly, trade with foreigners * has been prohibited. When I was there. It was free.

'I'he Englifh trafficked thither under the Swedifh and Danifh flag, Armenians like-

wife from the Indian coaft, the Portuguefe, and the French. The Chinefe at all

times trade thither in junks.

Importation.

The import trade confifls of various articles from Europe, to wit : anchors, (heet,

fquared, and bar iron, and iron wire, grapplings, anvils, German Heel, nails from one to

ten inches long, cabinet makers' and carpenters' tools, fheet-copper and copper faften-

ings, tin in plates, brafswire, fail cloth, thread, needles, knitting-needles, cables, cordage,

lead in fheets and in pigs, fand hour-glalTes, window-glafs, drinking-glaffes, European
cloth, wines, brandy, liquors and fweet wines, effences, eau de Cologne, hats, filk

(lockings, glafs lamps, pearl and coral for rofaries, rofe-diamonds, and brilliants unfet,

lace, and Brittany linen.

The articles imported from India are cambayas, handkerchiefs, malmoles, plain,

embroidered, and worked with gold and filver, cambricks, elefantas, cotton cloths from
the nrtrth, percalas, bordered petticoats, bafquinas, handkerchiefs with devices, bafetas,

garras, and Mafulipatam handkerchiefs without glofs, with fome handkerchiefs and
cambayas from Anticour, &c.

The merchandize brought from China is, different filk fluffs, filk flockings, nan-

keens, gold and filvcr plate, porcelain, &c.

Exportation.

The fliipments outwards are compofed chiefly of fugar. Indigo, tobacco, leather,

tallow, honey, wax, rice, chocolate, corn, bifcuit, cattle, wax candles, dying woods,

ebony, birds'-ncfls, pearls, mother of pearl, and rattans*.

On

* That is to fay, Europeans.

—

Translator.
f The following is an account of the articles, the produce of the Philippines, imported into Old

Spain, in the years fevcrally affixed to them :

In 1788, by the fliip Conception:—indigo ijoolbs. ; filk 1 1 jibs. ; cotton iSolbs. ; Sibucao wood
70olbs ; chintzes 150 pieces.

Id
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On the arrival of a (hip at Manila it has to produce its manifeft within twenty-four

hours ; and the captain (houid fee that it be exaft, for if any article be landed not

mentioned in his declaration it is confifcated. The lift of the cargo is commonly (hewa
firft to the governor, and the officers of the crown, who mark the articles they wifli to

purchafe ; to fell thefe to any one elfe would be conftrued an oiTence. The governor
and the officers pay very regularly ; and the merchant would have reafon to be fatisficd

if they took the whole cargo, but they fcrupuloufly exaft, on the other hand, and with

juftice, that the bulk of what they buy fhould correfpond with the fample.

The cargo is difchargcd at the cufiom-houfe and depofited in warehoufes, to which
the carriage is expenfive, as the porters are very flow in their movements. At the

cuftom-houfe there are but five perfons to take cognizance of what is landed, and to

receive the duties ; it follows, as a confequence, that the goods are long in being ex-

amined, fo much fo, indeed, that were twenty vefiels to arrive at Manila it would take a
year to clear them. When once the goods have paffcd the examination they may be
removed. The cuflom dues are eight per cent, on the prefumed fale price, and the

afleffment of them depends on the chief cuftom-officer. This affeffmcnt fometimes

exceeds the price for which the goods fell, but fliould it, no reftitution is made, as the

fiat of this plenipotentiary is irrevocable. At times, however, this officer is found fo

complaifant, for inftance when 1 was there, as to allow the goods to remain in the

cuftom houfe without paying duty, except in cafe of fale.

Ce>mmerce at Manila is fubjeft to much difficulty and obftruclion. Every thing re-

lative thereto is carried on flowly, and with great trouble ; at every ftep requefts are

neceflary on flamped paper ; for example, on unloading or loading a cargo, and when
laden, for pcrmiffion to fail. It alfo takes a length of time to receive a cargo on board,

as the boats are fearful of venturing over the bar in cafe of the wind blowing in the

leafl frefh ; moreover, a fhip is not free to fail at pleafure, but muft wait for a licence,

which on account of the feftivals and proceffions fo frequent in this country, and
during which no bufmefs is tranfadted, is long delayed. De ejpacio, give breathing time,

is the anfwer of the Spaniard to the impatient felicitations of the captain, who muft
reckon himfelf fortunate if he leave the bay before the monfoon changes, and confe-

quently before the adverfe winds fet in.

Advantageous Pofttion of Manila.

The grent importance of the Philippines is apparent from what has been defcrlbed.

Thefe illands from their pofition might carry on an immenfe trade with China, Cochin-

China, Camboja, Borneo, the Moluccas, the Indian coaft, and that of America ; but

the Spaniards, intent on their commerce with Acapulco, have fo much neglected every

other, that but few velTels are freighted by them of the great number they have means
to employ.

The Philippines produce a variety of merchandize for exportation, to which might be
added cotton, areca, and pepper. Did they follow a wife policy the Spaniards would
ftimulate the induftry of the Indians, and induce them to cultivate thefe three articles.

They would fupply them with objeds of firft ncceffity to barter with China for its

In 1789, by the Ships Santa Riifma, Noftra Pcnora de las Nieve.-.and Noftra Senora dela Conception : —
indigo 45 ,825lbs.; filk jjSylbs ; do manufaftiired 364 pieces ; Sibucao wood 35Jolbs.; cotton 29 bales ;

yoolbs. fpun ; 570 pieces manufaflurcd ; pimento 63ilbs ; fugar i20olbs. ; nutmegs 244lb3. ; wax
looolbs ; algaiia 3Silbs. ; mother of pearl i2,74olbs ; 2 ingots of gold, and 24 golden chains; 55
tabks of different, kinds of wood.—Appendix to Hill. Polit. de Las Nac. Europ. torn. v. p. 120. et feq.

3 filks
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filks ; would prevent the emifllon of filver to that country, and occafioii the dollars of

America to take their courfe to Old Spain. Nor would thefe be the only advantages

accruing from fuch meafures.

The Spaniards by promoting on a large fcalethe culture of cotton, would be enabled

to undcrfell the Englifli in China ; in this cafe the demand for the cotton goods of

Bengal would diminiih, and the Enghfh Ead India Company, no longer finding the

fame nourifluncnt for.its fpeculations, would be forced to make encreafed remittances

from London, and confequently have to carry on a trade, prejudicial in extreme to its

interefts. In this conteft the Spaniards have nothing to hazard, but much to gain.

The proximity of the places of intercourfe, and the moderate charge for freight,

would neceffarily put it in their power to offer their cottons at a much lower price than

the EngliOi ; and the Chinefe would naturally prefer the cottons from Manila, for

which they pay in filks, to thofe they purchafe of the India captains, who conftantly

receive filver in part payment, and find means, notwithftanding the prohibition of the

mandarins, of carrying it out of the country.

Manila might alfo become an entrepot, not only for the refort of Spanifh but, if go-

vernment (hould allow it, of foreign veffels alfo. In facl this colony furniflicd with

the merchandize of China, either by means of Manila coafters or the Chinefe junks,

which annually refort thither from Emouy, merchant (hips from Europe would rather

take in here their return cargoes than proceed for the purpofe to Canton, as by thefe

means they would not only fave time but likewife the charge of the faclories and re-

fidence, and of the tonnage payable at Canton.

The Spaniards of !\Ianila might even themfelves proceed to the coafl of India with

filver, indigo, and merchandize from China, and there obtain in exchange cambayas,

muflins, cloths, and handkerchiefs, either for inveuments on European (hips or on
thofe for Acapulco. Trade conduced in this manner would become brifk, and be

profitable to the colony. Still if any great advantage be fought it will be requifite to

place the colony on a refpeftable footing of defence by maintaining fome European

troops ; by fortifying the entrance of the bav, and the iiland of the Corregidor ; by
fitting out fome frigates to cruize along the coads, and prevent the Moors from making
incurfions upon the Spanifli territory ; and by diminifliing and fimplifying the cuftom

duties, and affording greater facility and difpatch to commercial tranfaftions. High
duties payable on articles of import into any country are not a tax on the foreigner

but on the fubjcct, as the vendor conftantly augments the price of what he fells in pro-

portion to the impoft he pays; thus the purchafer pays the duties, and fo much more
money goes out of the country*: moreover, proportionally as the duties are heavy is

the importer encouraged to elude them ; and as in what is fmuggled the whole duty

is loft, the ftate becomes the lofer.

Let the duties exacted, as well from the natives as from foreigners, be leffened to

a trifle, and let a greater facility be affected to purchafes and fales, and commerce will

increafe a hundred fold : moreover, in proportion to its increafe will be the augmenta-

tion of the duties ; and the revenue will be found not only to equal the expcnces, but

the fovereign, in addition, will withdraw an excels from a colony which at prefent an-

nually exacts a remittance from Spain for its fupport.

• This laft conclufion is erroneous. If a liundrcd pounds he the value of a parcel of goods imported,

and the duty on them be eight pounds, when the buyer pays for thefe goods one liundred and eight

pounds, only one bundrcd pounds leaves the country, as eight had before been paid by the importer to

the treafury of the country.

—

Translator.
VOL. XI. N ' - For
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For the internal difciplinc, the government fhould nominate as alcaldes none but

men of probity ; a council compofcd of merchants fliould be inftituted for the fuper-

Intendencc of commerce, for propofing ul'eful meafures, and putting them in execu-

tion ; a fimilar council fliould be eftabllflied for the furtherance and fuperinrpeftion

of agriculture ; and lalUy, the Indians be endeared to the government by being placed

on par with Spaniards in refpcd to tribute, and thus be induced to marry. Thefc
fliould be roufed from their fluggifhncfr., and infpirited to an active life, by prefenting

them a profuable market for their produftions; they fliould be encouraged by pre-

miums to addift themfelves to agriculture, to works of art, and to become gold and

fdverfmiths, black and white fmiths. But for the promotion of thisobjed a redutlion

of the Chinefe refidents would be indifpenfable : a certain number of thefe might be

tolerated. It would alfo perhaps be advifable to invite ftrangers, and afford them af-

fifl:ance in eOiablifliing themfelves. But in both thefe cafes much caution would be re-

quired ; for too great a number of foreigners might introduce danger, and originate a

combination with the Indians for the expulfion of thofe who received them with kind-

nefs.

By meafures fuch as I have propofed the Spaniards would be awakened from the

lethargy which appears to abforb their faculties ; commerce, in a languifliing ftate, and
nearly at its lafl; gafp, would be called into life and aftivity ; individuals, in a free com-
munication between China, Acapulco, and Manila, would find an immenfe fource of

wealth; and government, in feconding their efforts, would be a gainer of money and

failors, would acquire a refpedable navy, and with it competence to repel any at-

tack, however unexpedled.

From what I have faid it is eafy to perceive that with flight efforts the Spaniards might

carry on a very extenfive commerce in the Philippines, and reap considerable profit

from a colony, the produftions and refources of which are incalculable; but they are

fo regardlefs of the advantages to be derived from thefe iflands, that under Philip II.

and Philip III. it was a fubjed of deliberation, in the council at Madrid, whether or no
Manila fhould be abandoned.

Nothing could have been more defirable than that thefe iflands fliould have

been ceded to the French. Their poffeliiou of them, according to Cardinal

Alberoni in his political will, would not have been lefs ufcful to the French them-

felves than beneficial to the colony. But, if the Spaniards are to remain mafters

of them, that they fliould look with diligence to their fecurity is moft effential. A
nation, ambitious of monopolizing the commerce of the world, looks with anxious eye

on the ifland of Manila : once for a fliort period miltrefs of this rich colony, (he

repents its refl:itution, and fliould it a fecond time come under her dominion, will

never yield it again. Spaniards! look ferioufly therefore to the prefervation of the

Philippines: the lofs of them would be irreparable ; anticipate the confequence of a

difafter, and have not to feek a remedy when too late.

DEPARTURE FROM MANILA, AND RETURN TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE.

WE left Manila the 7th of March 1797*, at five in the evening, and on the 13th

doubled Pulo Sapate, keeping its weffern fide. This courfe fhould be avoided on ac-

* The (hods of Boulinao and MalTmlou, without the port of Manila, are laid down loo much towards

the eaft in the charts ; they lie more weftcrly, and nearer to Scarborough bank,

2 count
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count of a flioal which runs out nearly two leagues to fea from the north-no rth-weftern

part of the ifland, on which there is but little water.

The 2 1 ft we entered the Strait of Banca, the currents then running out and in at

the fame time.

We reached the Strait of Sunda on the ill of April, and left it on the 3d, with a

wind from the north-weft, which afterwards veered to the north, increafmg in violence

till on the 14th it fwelled to a tempeft. For twelve hours we were driven along, the

gunnel conftantly under water, and were obliged to throw our guns overboard to

lighten the veffel. I'he wind at length abating, we again hoiftcd fail, and continued

our courfe towjirds the ifland Rodrigues, which we dcfcried on the 28th. "We kept

to leeward of this ifland to avoid the Englifli cruizers ; and, after coafting under the

fouth fide of the Ifle of France, during the whole of the ift of May, we caft anchor
in the port in the evening.

The latitude of the ifland is twenty degrees nine minutes forty-five feconds ; its

longitude fifty-five degrees eight minutes eaft of Paris. From north to fouth its length

is about fourteen leagues, its breadth ten, and its circumference forty.

The Ifle of France has two ports ; but though in my two voyages hither I made the

circuit of the ifland, at only a fliort diftance from the coaft, 1 did not fee the Grand
Port, or that on the eaftern fide of the ifland. The air is temperate, and even cool in

the pens* ; the heat of the climate is powerfully felt only in the town, where the fur-

rounding mountains prevent the cooling influence of the fouth-weft wind.

1 he fouth-weft generally prevails at the Ifle of France, except from Oclober to

April, in which inter\'al the winds are variable ; this period alio is the rainy feafon.

At times violent hurricanes occur: the ri\^ers are forced from their beds, plants and
trees are torn up by the roots, and houfes are levelled with the ground ; vefl'els are

not always in fafety even in the port, I myfelf having feen fome on thefe occafions

driven on fliore. The months in which hurricanes are common are thofe between

the end of September and March ; they owe their origin apparently to winds con-

tending with the monfoons j and to a fimilar caufe muft the fudden gufts be attributed

in the China fcas.

The ifland is furrounded with reefs, which in fome places extend more than a league

from ftiore ; the fouth fide is more fteep, and the fea breaks againft it, except in fome
few fpots.

Every thing denotes the exiftence, in fome former time, of a volcano in this ifland;

the ground is almoft in every part overfpread with volcanic ftones, round, of various

fize, generally compact, but occafionally porous, and of a greyifli colour, inclining to

black. The mountains are numerous, and feem to have been convulfed, fplit, and
broken by earthquakes, but they are not of volcanic origin ; their ftrata are more or

lefs inclined towards the horizon ; according to the general difpolition of the fpecies

of ftone of which they are compoled.

The foil is tolerably good, but di:y ; in many cantons it is of a readifli colour. The
earth is not worked deep, and is broken up with a pick-axe : the roots of plants ftrike

beneath the ftones, and thus are kept cool and beyond the parching inlluence of the

fun. Wheat is here cultivated, barley, oats, rice, maize, manioc (^maniot Iiidorum),

cotton of excellent quality, the fugar-cane, indigo, and coftee, the laft inferior to that

of Bourbon. Here alfo plantations of cloves are feen, furrounded by hedges of jam-
rofa to defend them from the wind, by which they would otherwife be readily .broken.

• A Creole term for houfos and plantations in the countr)-.

N 2 Nutmeg
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Nutmeg trees are not equally common : in the plains of Wilhem I diftinguiflied fome

foap trees (faponaria Americana.)

Ill the gardens part of the vegetables of Europe are grown, and fome fweet

potatoes. The mofl common fruits are the banana, mango, ananas or pine-apples,

panglemoufl'e, guavas, the ate, papaya, and the peach. Cocoa-trees fucceed well, but

the number of mangooflans (mangoutiers) is inconfiderable. Oranges, which are very

fweet in the Iflc of Bourbon, are not good on this ifland.

The Ifle of France is watered by a great many rivulets ; fome proceed from the

center of the ifland, and are of fufficient fizc to obtain the name of rivers j the coafls

furnifli a moderate fupply ot fifh.

The ifland was at one time wholly covered with wood, but part of the trees have

gradually been felled, either for the fake of clearing the ground, for fawing into planks,

or for the ftrudure of houfes ; in felling the trees no management has been obferved,

and none are planted in fucccilion. The (oil, wholly in parts dcfpoiled of its flieltcr,

has in confequence become dry and arid, as much from its expofure to the great heat

of the fun, as from nothing remaining to arrell the vapours necefl'ary for the formation

of clouds, and confequently of the rains which kept up its fertility. For this mifma-

nagement a remedy has been fought in the culture of a tree called black wood ; but

this tree is at beft tit for nothing but firing, and has not every where fuccecded, owing

to the too great aridity of the foil, or from the earth having been waflied away by the

rains from the removal of the impediment oppofed by the woods, and affording no
longer a fuflicient fuflenance for the roots.

To the caufcs of the ifland being thinned of trees before noticed, others mufi: be

added. In the hrft place there grows in the Ifle of France a thick and coarfe grafs^

which ferves as fodder, and which, after attaining a confiderablc height, becomes dry

towards the clofe of Auguft. This grafs is fet on fire by the negroes in the month
of September, and the flame which fprcads to a diftance dries the trees and caufes

them to perifli. Secondly, the allowance granted to the negroes to cut faggots in the

mountains impedes much the growth of trees, as they lop off branches without paying

any attention to whether or no they injure the tree. And lafily, the goats belonging

to the Indians who inhabit camp Malabar, and which feed on the heights, brouze on
and deilroy every thing. From the aggregate of thtfc caufcs the woods are gradually,

but rapidly, deilroyed.

Among the trees of the Ifle of France muff be noticed that which produces ebony>

the tacamahaca, the milk tree, and the mat tree with large and fmall leaves, the cin-

namon tree, the olive, and the flinking tree. The wood of thefe is well adapted for

cabinet and carpenters' work.

When I arrived in the Ifle of France, in 1 796, the hedges in every quarter wera
formed of the opuntia, or Indian fig ; but fome one fince then having brought into

the colony a quantity of the eggs of the kirmes, that infecl multiplied with fuch ra-

pidity, as to have entirely deflroyed thefe trees.

The woods abound in flags, wild goats, wild hogs,^ hares, monkeys, and rats and
mice in multitudes ; the three laft animals very deflrudive to plantations. In the woods
alfo are found paroquets, pintados, bengalis (a little red bird), and a fpecies of par-

tridge.

The infeds mofl troublcfome are carias kakcrlaques, mufquitos, fcorpions, fcolo-

pendrje, and wafps. It is affirmed that ferpents cannot exifl in the Ifle of France.

The affertion is difficult of prcof j but, what is mofl fare, there are none to be
found.

4 Cattle
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Cattle are not abundant, flieep are rare, and the beef, excepting that from Mada-
gafcar, is not good : the cows brought from Europe yield a tolerable quantity of milk,
thofe of the illand but little.

If the Ifle of France had been a foreign colony, I fhould give a fketch of the man-
ners and cuftoms of the inhabitants ; but as all I could fay is already known, I fhall
fimply point out its utility and importance to the metropolis.

Importance of the JJle of France.

By the death of thoufands, and by confiderable pecuniary loffes, have moft of the
nations of Europe purchafed the eftablifhments they nave formed in Afia. Whatever
confequence may ultimately refult from the poffeflion of thefe diftant colonies, to fup-

port and preferve them is a matter of abfolute ncceffity, as long as any one European
power continues to maintain a commerce with India. This commerce in itfclf may be
a matter of indifference to us, and even ufelefs, if any can truly be fo confidered in .i

great ftate ; but fliould we difcontinue it, we fliould be placed in a ftate of dependence,
and render ourfelves the tributaries of thofe by whom it might be continued.

Colonies have always been formed for the advantage of the mother-country : in

this light they have ever been contemplated ; and Ihould they at times have failed to

anfwer the purpofed end, the caufe of the failure is more to be attributed to radical

vices in the eftablifhment of them, than to unfortunate occurrences, or fuch as could

not have been forefeen.

In looking to the value of a colony two things are to be duly weighed ; firfllv,'

the draught of men and money from the metropolis which they occafion, and fecondly,

the refources and advantage prefented by their pofition and their commerce.
Under the firft afpeft, if the expences of the eftablifhment are not counterbalanced

by confiderable profits or other material benefit, the confequent lofs of men and money
is burthenfome to the (late ; but on the other hand thofe colonies which by their pofi-

tion can readily be clofed againft foreign commerce *, and the population of which
fails to increafe in proportion with their wealth, are of fingulai- utility to the me-
tropolis.

Now, infular colonies prefent this double advantage, they can at pleafure be laid

open to or clofed againfl: foreign trade ; and they hold out no profpedt of ever be-

coming hurtful to the mother-country by their increafing wealth or population.

Continental colonies, on the reverfe, poffcfs in themfelves many inconveniencies >

and though perhaps they prefent more extended refources in their larger population,

and the greater adivity and value of their trade, in thefe very momentary advantages

they carry with them the feeds of diforder and revolt, feeds perpetually difpofed to

germinate and ripen to maturity. In faft, after occafioning their mother-country

material l;icrifices of both men and money, when once they attain a certain pitch of

profperity and power, they rebel againft their parent, and ceafe to acknowledge her

authority, ot which we fee an example in the condud or the United States of America

in the laft century.

* Trade with its colonics naturally belongs to the metropolis, and other nations ftioiild be admitted

to traffic with them only at the option of the fovercign government. In this cafe alfo the foreigner

ouglu to pay an extra tax on tlie importation as well as on the export of mercliandi/.e ; for, if he were

permitted to hny or fell without paving fuch extnt duties, the colonill, at all times inclined to buy as_

cheap as poffiblc, would fell his produce in many inftances in preference to the llranger, to the ruin ot

the merchant of the mother-country. To this evident injury is to be added the rife of price of colonial

produce, and the diminution of that of Kuropean commodities, confequent on a full market and the com-

petition of foreigners, the fatal effect of which is the dcllrudion of the commerce of the mother- country,

and the annihilation of its navy.

The
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The Englifli cflabliniments in India, purchafed by the cfFufion of fo much blood,

by the expenditure of fuch heaps of rreafure, thefe eftablifhincnts mufl terminate foon

or late, cither in the return of the people to the dominion of their former mailers, or in

their erefting themfelves into feveral different flates independent of Britifh fway.

Time, events, and political changes produce in continental colonies, as a natural re-

fult, inevitable revolutions ; while infular eftabliflmients, more concentrated and of

courfe more eafy of fupcrinfpection within, and more readily protected againfl external

foes, promifc from their nature a perpetuation of their union with, and conftant benefit

to, their mother-country.

Among the numerous colonies belonging to France, the Ifles of France and Bourbon
mull be regarded as highly important, not fo much on account of their productions as

their pofition.

The Ifle of Bourbon defended by itfelf is from its contiguity indifpenfably neceflary

to, and intimately allied with, the Ifle of France.

The Ifle of France, on a refpectable footing of defence, has nothing to apprehend

from its enemies. The Englifh may fend out expeditions againfl this colony, but its

diflance from them will ever be an impediment to their arriving in good condition
;

and when arrived in its vicinage, the winds, want of provifion, and obflacles of every

defcription, will foon oblige them to abandon their enterprise.

This ifland may be deemed the key of India : France may fend hither men and
veffels, and here in fecret prepare its expeditions unknown to England.

From the fituation of the Ifle of France, faid the Englifli council of Bengal, in

1768 *, the French poffefs a device of their point of attack, and their defigns cannot

be fathomed but at the moment of their being carried into effeft upon the coafl of

India.

But not only does the Ifle of France contribute from its advantageous pofition to

affift the military operations of government, this favourable fitc may alfo greatly pro-

mote the growth of the commerce of France ; it is fufceptible of becoming the en-

trepot of the merchandize of Afia, and of furnifhing therewith, in addition to the

produce of its foil, return cargoes to thofe veilels difpatchcd from Europe principally

•with wines, which have neither time nor means to proceed to India, for the merchan-
dize they need to complete their cargoes.

Commerce, as it increafes, will fumilh augmented means of fubfiflence, and the

population will in confequence become great in proportion, efpccially it government
render aififtance to and encourage thofe individuals folicitous of eftabiifliing themfelves

in the Ifle of France.

By fuch meafures it would attach to the foil a number of proprietors who, too poor
to leave it, would render it fertile by careful and fedulous culture ; whereas at pre-

fent three-fourths of the inhabitants, inceffantly tormented by the common but fre-

quently chimerical anxiety of making a rapid fortune in order to return to Europe,

are ncgleftful of their plantations, and thinking but of the prefent moment, take

little heed of the future.

To launch into a minute detail of the productions of this ifle, and of what value

it might become, would be of no utility : I have fought merely to imprels an idea of
its importance j and fhould what I have mentioned fail of this effect on the reader, I

intreat him foberly to weigh this obfervation of a famous chara£ter well known for

his political ability :
" While the French," faid Lord Chatham, " keep poffeffion of

the Ifle of France, the Englifh cannot be deemed mafters of India."

* View of the rife of the iinglifh governmei.t, &c., by VcrelJ}.

RETURN
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RETURN TO EUROPE.

95

THE capture of Pondicherry in 1793 having delayed the remittance of the cuf-

tomary funds for the maintenance of the French eftablifhment at Canton, as well for

that as the fucceeding years, I determined, as before obferved, on failing to the Ifle

of France in 1796, in view of obtaining there the payment of my arrears. Deceived
in my expedations from this quarter, the laws of the ifland not allowing the emiflion

of money for any purpofe foreign to the fervice of the colony, I was indebted wholly

to the kindnefs of M. de Malartie, the governor, and M. Dupuy, the intcndant, for

a fmall loan of four hundred dollars, which enabled me to return to China at the

clofe of 1796, but was infufficient to maintain me at the refidence. I therefore, in

1797, again left Canton for the Ifle of France, as I had there a better chance than at

Canton of receiving advices from the minifter, to whom I had already written, and to

whom I again wrote on my arrival, requefting a remittance of funds in cafe of my
continuance in China, or an order for my return to Europe.

After refidence of three years at the Ifle of France in continual expeftatlon of an

anfwer, receiving none, I refolved on leaving that colony, and quitted it 2 1 fl: March
1 801, on board a Danifli fliip. We lofl: fight of land the 23d, and on the 12th of
April paflfed Eel Bank (Le Banc des Aiquilles) in latitude thirty-fix degrees fourteen

minutes. The fear of meeting with cruifers prevented our making the Cape of Good
Hope, St. Helena, the ifland of Afcenfion, or theAzores, fo that the firft land we defcried

after pafling north of Ireland and Scotland was the northern part of the ifland of

Ronaldflia : at length, on 11 th June we anchored in Norway at Fleckerhoe, a Ihort

difl:ance from Chriftianfand, after a paflage of two months and nineteen days.

TJie Englifli being at war with the Danes I took my paOTage in a floop of this lafl:

nation ; after traverfing the Categat, coafl:ing along Jutland, and a portion of Fionia,

I arrived at Korfer, whence I repaired to Copenhagen ; I left this city after a fhort

time for Holland, and thence repaired to Paris, where I arrived 4th Augufl: 1801, after

an abfence of feventeen years.
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VOYAGE

TO AND FROM THE ISLAND OF BORNEO,

IN THE EAST INDIES

;

WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THE SAID ISLAND
;

Giviiip; an Account of the Inhabitants, their Manners, Cuftonr;, Rch'gion, Produft, Chief Ports, and
Trade: togetlier with the Re-eftablifhment of the Engli(h Trade there, An. 1714, after our Fadory
had been deilroyed by the Banjareens forae Years before.

yi/s9 a Description cf

THE ISLANDS OF CANARY, CAPE VERD, JAVA, MADURA ',

OF THE STREIGHTS OF BALLY, THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, THE HOTTENTOTS,
THE ISLAND OF ST. HELENA, ASCENSION, &C.

With fome Remarks and Diredlions touching Trade, &c.

The Whole very pleafant and very ufeful to fuch as ftiall have Occafion to go into thofe Parts.

By Captain Daniel Beeckman *.

TO THE HONOURABLE SIR GREGORY PAGE, BART. .

Sir,

nPHE indefatigable pains and care you always took in promoting the advantage of the
*- Honourable Eaft India Company ; the eminent zeal that has always appeared in

you for the good of your country in general ; together with the obligations I am
under for the many favours I have had the honour of receiving already at your hands,

have induced me to take the liberty of imploring, mofl: humbly, your patronage to

this work ; begging your acceptance thereof, as a fmall teftimony of that gratitude

I owe you.

The great and uncommon qualifications you are endowed with, render you the

ntteft perfon I know of to countenance a work of this nature : and I do not queflion,

but the protection of a gentleman of fo extenfive a knowledge in trade, will make it

meet with more regard and refpeft than it could otherwife expeft. If what obferv-

ations I have here made may be fo happy as to merit your approbation, I fhall think

my pains well bellowed, and my chief end is entirely anfwered, by fhewing with how
profound a refpeft I am. Sir,

Your mofl humble, and mod obedient Servant,

D. BEECKMAN.

• London, 1718, 8vo.
* ^
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TO THE READER.

$7

IT is a common faying, and Indeed generally proves true, that old men and tra-
vellers do give themfelves great liberty in relating ficlitious and improbable ftories

:

the diftance of time being as great a protedlion to the former, as that of place is to
the latter : but I can affure my reader, that the cafe is otherwife here ; for I made it

my fludy to adhere, as much as poflible could be, to truth, efpecially in thofe thintrs

which fell within the pale of my own knowledge, having always made it my maxim
to have a greater regard to utility than pleafurc. As to what I had by hearfay from
the natives, I neither have inferted the hundredth part of what they told me, neither
do I much infill ou the truth of what I have inferted, though more probable than
what I omitted ; but do leave it to the reader's choice to believe or reject as he (hall

think fit.

1 am fenfible that I might have rendered this work more agreeable to fome per-
fons, and made it fwell to a much larger volume, in following the fteps of feveral

other authors, by fluffing it with many flrange improbable relations, whereby it mi'rht

be as acceptable as the bundle of lies publiihed by the famous Terdiuando Mendez
Spinto, &c. But my defign is not either to amufe, or abufe the public, or to pleafe

fuch as delight in fabulous romantic legends or (lories. On the contrary, I have
endeavoured herein to be as ufeful as poflible to thofe who may hereafter have occa-

fion to go into the countries I have given an account of, by laying down fuch direc-

tions and rules in regard to trade, ike. as they may the better govern themfelves by,

and avoid a great many inconveniencies that might otherwife happen.

I mud own, that I had fome reluctancy to undertake fuch a ta(k, as not thinking

myfelf of a genius or talent proportionable thereto ; but confidering, that among fo

many printed voyages to and from the Eaft Indies, there is but little or no account

given of Borneo, (the greatefl ifland of all the Indian feas, and where as confider-

able a branch of trade might be fettled, with due care, as any the Honourable Eaft

India Company is in poifeiTion of) and that the other fupercargos, and myfelf,

were the only Englifhmen that ever had fuch an opportunity of knowing both the

humour of the people, the way of dealing with them, the country, producl, and price

of their commodities, as having been a confiderable time converfant among the na-

tives ; and having ventured often far up into their country, whereas the faclory fet-

tled here before were forced to trade v.-ith them, as it were, fword in hand, and con-

fequently could have but very little knowledge of thofe matters : confidering, I fay, all

this, I thought it was my duty to publifli what, in my opinion, muil needs be very ad-

vantageous to the public, and in particular to the Honourable Kail India Com])any.

Moreover, the ilrcights of Bally having feldom or never been before navigated by the

Englidi, efpecially during the weflern monfoons, which is the only time wo have oc-

cafion to make ufe of that paflage, bccaufe more expeditious for home-bound (liips, I

thought it nccelfary to be as particular as I could, thereby to make it more ealy to thofe

who (hall hereafter have occafion to fail that way, being forewarned of the diiiiculties I

met with there, and of the method I was at lalt forced to take to get through.

One thing I will make bold to fay, that I have been fo particular in relatioii to the

Banjarecns, it being all of my own knowledge, that \^hoever goes to the port o( Banjar-

Maifecn, though never fo great a llraiiger to the way of trading, cannot fail to

VOL. XI. o manage
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manage his affairs there with far greater fucccfs, by following the inftru£lions I have

Jiere laid down.

That the whole may prove to be of as great ufe as intended, is the fole aim of.

Your humble Servant,

D. B.

CHAPTER I. — Giving an Account of the Canary, Cape Verd, and Chrifimas IJlands ;

•with a Defcription of Batavia, ^c.

AS fo many accounts of voyages to and from the Eafl Indies have been already

made public, I think it fuperfluous to trouble the reader with a particular journal of

this voyage, either going or coming ; therefore I fliall only relate fuch things as I

judge mofl material to the prefent fubjed.

I failed out of the Downs on the 12th of October, anno 17 13, in the Eagle-galley,

in the fervice of the Honourable Eafl India Company, with full orders and inftrudions

from them to ufe my utmoll endeavours (in concert with the other fupercargos) to re-

eftablilh a trade at the port of Banjar-Maffeen in the ifland of Borneo, from which

place the natives, fome years before, had expelled the Englifh, and deftroyed their fort

and habitations, putting many of them to death, as (hall, be more particularly related

in the latter part of this work.

Several attempts of renewing a correfpondence and trade with them have been fince

made, as well by the Englifli as the Dutch, but in vain ; until fortune favoured us

with fuccefs. I doubt not but to make it fully appear, that it may be improved much
to the advantage of the Eaft India Company.
On the 2gth we paffed clofe by the ifles, or rather the rocks, called the Salvages,

lying in the latitude of twenty-nine degrees twenty-five minutes north, and longitude

of fixteen degrees thirty-fix minutes from London. We failed along to the fouthward

(the weather being exceeding pleafant for three days) in fight of mofl: of the Canary

iflands, but could not as yet fee the top of Pico-Teneriffe, becaufe of its being fo

much higher than the vafl: body of clouds that encompaffed it ; though fometimes

(when clear of clouds} it may be feen at above fifty leagues diflance at fea. On the

ifl of November we were between the iflands of TenerifFe and of Grand Canary.

Thefe iflands were by the ancients called Infula Fortunata, or the Fortunate iflands;

but by the moderns Canary iflands, from the ifle of Grand Canary, which is the chief

and largeft of them. They were well known to the Romans ; but after the fall of that

empire, they lay hid in oblivion and undifcovered by the Europeans, till about the

year 1330, or rather 1334. However the natives, a rude and ignorant people, who
were governed by their own Kings (each ifland having one), continued in pofleflioa till

the year 1417 ; when Catharine, daughter to our John of Gaunt duke of Lancaflier,

and widow of Henry the Third of Caftille, during the minority of her fon John the

Second, fent forces thither, and fubdued four of thofe iflands, viz. Lancerota, For-

teventura, Gomera, and Ferro. The other iflands remained under their own Kings
till the year 1483, when Ferdinand, firnamed the Catholic, fubdued them all ; ever

fmce which time they remained annexed to the Crown of Spain, and are the general

rendezvous of the Spanifli Weft India fleet homeward bound.

They are fituate wefl;\vard of Biledulgerid, between twenty-four degrees thirty

minutes, and twenty-eight or twenty-nine degrees of north latitude, if we comprehend
the
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the Salvages
;
they are ten or twelve in number, but only feven remarkable, viz. Lance-

rota or Lancelotta, Forteventura, Canaria, Teneriffa, Palma, Gomera, and Ferro;'the two
firft are towards the eaft, the two lafl; towards the weft, and the three other in the middle.
The ifle of Lancerota is about thirteen leagues in length from north to fouth, nine in

breadth, and forty in circuit.

Forteventura is in length from fouth-wefl to north-eaft about twenty-five, the
breadth being very irregular ; for in the middle it is but four leagues only, there
being an ifthmus dividing -it into two peninfulas, which formerly had a wall ac'rofs it

•

the circuit is about feventy leagues, becaufe of the two gulfs that are on each fide of
the iflhmus.

Canaria, commonly called Grand Canary (which gives its name to all the reft) is

equally large as it is long, being about thirteen or fourteen leagues either ways, and in
circuit about forty : the town of Canary is a biftiop's fee, and the rcfidence of the
Spanilh governor.

The length of Teneriffa is varioufly reported, fome making it twenty-two leagues, others
more, and fome lefs ; its breadth is very irregular, viz. from three to fifteen, and the
circumference about fixty leagues ; towards the middle is that famous and vaft hill

or peak fpoken of before, called by the Portuguefe El Pico, counted the higheft in the
world, being about two miles and a half perpendicular ; it rifes like a pyramid, or
rather a fugar loaf. Here the Dutch place the firft meridian; but the French place
it on the ifle of Ferro ; as Janfonius does on Corvo, the moft wefterly illand of the
Azores ; and Hondius on St. Nicholas, one of the Cape Verd iflands.

The three other iflands are lefler, each not exceeding ten leagues in length, five in

breadth, and twenty-five in circuit.

The air of thefe iflands is very wholefome, though very hot ; the foil moft fertile,

producing a great abundance of wheat, barley, millet, and excellent wine ; the vines

(as they fay) being tranfplanted hither formerly from the Rhine by the Spaniards, in

the reign of Charles the Fifth, Emperor of Germany and King of Spain ; where, by
the change and nature of the foil, inftead of fliarp Rhcnifli, they produce that fweet

delicious wine which we call Canary, and which is vended fo much all over Europe,
that fome relate fifteen or fixteen thoufand tuns have been yearly tranfported into Eng-
land only.

Here are alfo a great number of palm-trees that bear dates; dragon-tress, from
whence is drawn a red thick liquor called dragon's blood, with fig, olive, pomegrate,

citron, and orange trees, the fruit whereof is moft excellent ; likewife plenty of fugar,

woad, honey, wax, and plantons, which is a fruit not unlike a cucumber in (hape, and

when thoroughly ripe eats as delicious as any fweetmeats ; they have alfo a great num-
ber of wild goals and aflfes, the milk and hides whereof are a good commodity.

The ifle of Ferro is very dry, and in fome places barren for want of water ; but this

defcft is in a great meafurc fupplied by a tree that grows in the middle of the ifland,

the trunk whereof is about two fathom round, from the leaves of which does conti-

nually diftil as much water as fills a large ftone ciftern, or rcfervatory, built by the in-

habitants on purpofe, containing about twenty thoufand tuns, which fupplies the cattle

and whole ifland with wholefome frcfli water. This miracle of nature is faid to pro-

ceed from the vaft body of clouds that hang about the tree all night and a great part

of the day.

The inhabitants are, for the moft part, Spaniards originally ; there are foine few of

the aborigines, who are a very nimble fort of people and vaft eaters ; they live gene-

rally in caves among the mountains, feed upon milk chiefly, and are faid to be

o 2 Pagans
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Pagans by religion ; though I believe there is hardly any of that perfuafion now, the

Spaniards being fo zealous to propagate the Chriftian doftrlne according to their own
wav.

On the 2d of Oftobcr, in the morning, we had a fight of the top of El Pico ; here-

abouts we met with the trade-winds, fo called becaufe they always blow between the

eaft-north-eaft, and north-north-eafl, they continued with us till we came near the

equinoctial line ; which was no Imall advantage, as well as plcafure, to us in our out-

ward-bound paffage ; not only for the expedition we made through the means of their

brilk gales (our fliip running at lead one hundred and twenty miles in twenty-four

hours) but alfo for the coolness and mighty refrefhmcnt we received from them in fo

hot a climate ; and likewife for the diverfion we had from the prodigious numbers of

dolphins, albocores, bonetos, flying- fifli, &c. many of the latter flew on board our fliip,

when purfued by the dolphins, or other fifli of prey, whereof there are vafl; multitudes

in thofe feas : we caught a great number of dolpliins, &c. with large hooks, which we
towed to the ftern of the fliip, baited with either an artificial or real flying-fifli, or fome-

times with a bit of fat pork or beef, they being fo prodigious eager that they will fnap

at almofl: any thing ; the poor failors make many a hearty meal of them, efpecially when
frefli provifions begin to be fcarce.

In this pleafant manner we continued from the Canary Iflands, fl;eering away Touth-

we(l by fouth neareft, till the loth, when we got fight of the iflands of Cape Verd, which

are ten in number, viz. St. Antonio, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, St. Nicolas, Sal, Bonavifl:a,

Mayo, St. Jago, Fuogo, and Brava. Thefe were by the ancients called the Hefpe-

rides, or Gorgades ; their orchards of golden apples, kept by a never fleeping dragon,

are celebrated much by the Greek and Latin poets ; they are now inhabited by the

Banditos, or baniflied Portuguefe. Thefe iflands afford a mofl: pleafant vido to thofe

that fail between them.

The ifland of St. Jago is the largefl: of all, being in length about forty-five leagues,

in breadth ten, and in circuit ninety-five.

St. Nicolas and St. Lucia are each in length about twenty-five or twenty-fix leagues,

in breadth about feven or eight, and fixty in circuit. St. Vincent and St. Antonio are

not of above half the extent of thefe, and the other five are fl^ill leflTer ; for the greatefl

of them is not ten leagues in length, and twenty in circuit ; the air in general is un-
wholefome ; the foil of fome is ftony and barren, as particularly that of Sal, Bonavifl;a,

and Mayo. The firft has a great number of wild horfes, as alfo the lafl: : but befides,

it has a much greater multitude of wild goats, and fuch a prodigious quantity of fait,

that it could load (as is reported) above two thoufand fail of fliips, fo that they are all

named, by fome, the Iflands of Salt. The other iflands are more fertile, and produce
rice, maiz, or Indian wheat, bananos, lemons, citrons, oranges, pomegranates, cocoa,

nuts, figs, and melons ; there is fome wine, cotton, and fugar canes, which they gather

twice a year. The goats generally bring forth three or four kids at once, and that very

often thrice a year. The chief merchandize is fait and goat fliins, of which are made
thebeft: cordevants. They are called the Ifles of Cape Verd, becaufe they lie oppofite

to the Cape fo called, being the wefl:ern point of the ifland that lies in the mouth of the

river Niger, formed by the north and middle branches thereof, called Senega, and
Gambea ; when they were firfl; dircovered(viz. anno 1440) by a Genoefe, they were
all defert, and fo continued for thirty years, when they began to be inhabited by the

Portuguefe.

The ifland of Fuogo, or of Fire, has its name from a burning mountain that is in it

;

it is mofl: terrible to fee (in the night efpecially) what prodigious flames and vaft

'3 cloudf



A VOYAGE TO BORNEO. lOl

clouds of fmoke it vomits up continually, which we could perceive afterward in a clear
day, though we were above fixty miles diflant from it.

Here I refolved, by the advice of the chief officers of the fhip, to go into the port of
Praya in the ifland of St. Jago, to take a frefh fupply of water and provifions, but parti-
cularly to ftop a dangerous leak inthe bowof the fhip, which {he had I'prung in a
great ftorm that happened to us in the Bay of Bifcay, where we were all like to have
perifhed. Another confideration that moved me thereto was, that by recruiting here
I might avoid touching at the Cape of Good Hope outward bound, whereby my paf-

fage would be much fliorter. Accordingly on the 1 2th of November we anchored in
the aforefaid port, which is in the latitude of fifteen degrees north, and the longitude
of twenty-three degrees thirty minutes from London, having made my paflage thither

from the Downs in thirty days. I faluted the caftle with five guns, but had no return
;

there was a fmall Portuguefe fhip in the road bound for Brafil ; at our firft coming flic

was jealous of us as we were of her, both fuppofing each other to be pirates, it being a
place much frequented by fuch.

About a mile eaftward of the port, is another bay fo much like this, that without

the following inflrudtions one may bemiftakcn ; but it is not by much fo good a road;

in the former bay you have the ifland of Mayo open off the eafl: point of the bay, which
in the port of Praya, is for fome time fhut in before you run high cnougii into the bay
to anchor ; and you have the top of the ifland of Fuogo over the welt point of the

bay, when you are in the port. I never was in this port before, but my chief mate,

and fcveral others of the fhip's crew had been there ; however, they were deceived,

and fleered the fhip up the wrong bay, where they were like to have caft anchor before

they perceived their miflake ; but whoever follows the foregoing obfervation, can
never err in this particular. During our ftay here, which was five days, we caught

with our nets and hooks a great quantity of fifli, as mullets, beams, large craw-fifh, and
a fifh called a foldier, being of a blood-red colour, having fcalcs as large as half-a-

crovvn, in fhapelike a carp, and fome weighing eighty pounds ; there is alfo plenty of

feveral other forts of fifh.

The country is exceedingly pleafant, and abounds with ail things nccelTary for the

ufe or delight of man ; but the natives ai-e a poor, lazy, ignorant fort of people, pro-

digious thieves, and mofl of them as black as negroes or at leaft mulattos ; by religion

Roman Catholics, as they are told ; but, God knows, their ignorance and ftupidity is

fuch, that they know little more than the name of religion. Their churches are

meanly adorned, and as meanly built, not much exceeding our country barns ; their

houfes are very ordinary, fcattered here and there ; here is the remains of an old de-

cayed caftle, very little of which is fcanding bcfides the wall, whereon are planted kven

or eight old iron guns without carriages, which are of no defence, but ferve only for

falutes. The French with eighty or one hundred men took the ifland a few years

ago, but abandoned it in a little time, having carried away what plunder they could find.

Here are great numbers of fmall oxen, hogs, goats, ducks, geefe, and other fort of

fowls, which the natives bring down to the port to fell, or rather to exchange for old

cloaths, black cafes, hats, knives, oil, butter, checfe, or alniolt any thing of foreign

growth or manufafture, be it never fo old or indifieront ; for though the ifland be of

itfclf very plentiful, yet their flolh is fo great that they make no improvenienis ; and

their pride fuch, that if you afk a poor forry fellow .that has fcarce the necell^tries of

life) who he is, he will immediately reply, that he is nearly related to fome nobleman

in Portugal ; that himfelf or his forefathers were banifhed thither on fufpicion, but

very
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very unjuftly ; and to be fure he is fome officer, for mofl: of them are either colonels,

captains, or lieutenants ; they are very nimble fingered as well as nimble footed, for

whatever they can lay their hands on, they take, and then trufl to their heels : they

bring down their cattle tied eiiher by the legs or horns with rotten cords, which as

fbon as they have fold and delivered to us, and received the price in cither money or

barter, they fail not to make fome hideous noife and wliillling at a diftance, at which

the cattle (that are already fufficiently frightened at the fight of a white face) begin to

caper and bound about, until they either break the rope, or force it out of the hands of

him that holds it, and immediately run up into the mountains from whence they came.

Mod of their fowls have bones as black as jet, and fkins as black as the natives ; but

the flefii is as white or whiter than ours, and altogether as good, though not fo pleafant

to the eye.

I had the governor on board of my fliip, treated him handfomely, and gave him

fome guns ; he defired my company on fliore, with fome others belonging to the fliip,

that he might have the opportunity of returning the favour he had received. The next

day we went to his caftle ; he treated us, according to his flovenly manner, tolerably

well, as we at firft thought ; but foon after we found to our cofl: the effeds of his per-

fidious banquet, by which we perceived ourfelves to have been adually poifoned. As

foon as we got on board, we took fuch antidotes as the furgeon (who was one of the

guefts, and fared no better than the reft,) thought mofl proper on fuch an occafion ;

we felt the violent cffedls of our difafler for four or five days, being taken firfl with a

nioft terrible vomiting and loofenefs, and afterwards with violent convulfions both in

cur bowels and limbs, and at laft became raving mad ; the furgeon did not begin to

vomit till the third day, but fwelled in a prodigious manner ; after the fifth day we
began to recover both our fenfes and health, but two lay languifhing for feveral months

during the voyage, and at lafl died. We had neither time nor power enough to revenge

fo execrable a piece of villany.

We took our departure from thence on the i6th of November, and made the befl

of our way towards the Eafl Indies. On the 2 2d day, being in the latitude of eight

degrees north, the meridian diflance eafling one hundred and eighty-one miles from

St. Jago, we lofl our trade wind, and met with much rain, thunder, lightning, and a

large rolling fea from the fouth. This day I tried the current, and found it fet to the

fbuth-eafl and by eaft almoft one mile in an hour. On the 3d of December I had an

opportunity of trying the current again, being in the latitude of three degrees twenty-

fcven minutes north, and forty-five miles to the weft of the meridian of St. Jago, and

found it fet direftly the contrary way, viz. fouth weft by wefl about one mile an hour,

which made a great difference in the reckoning of the fhip's way, there being little or

no variation of thecompafs here. The 10th of December, about eleven in the morning

we pafTed the cquinodial one hundred and ninety-eight miles to the weft of St. Jago.

I lliould have acquainted you before, that in the latitude of four degrees north, we met

the fouth-eaft trade-wind, (fo called becaufe it always blows between the fouth-fouth-eaft

and eaft-fouth-eaft) which commonly holds to twenty-four or twenty-five degrees fouth,

or fometimes much farther, and blows from within twenty or thirty leagues from the

coafls of Africa, acrofs that vaft ocean, to within twenty or thirty leagues (and fome-

times quite home) off the coafts of Brazil. This fouth-eaft trade- wind we meet withiii

various latitudes, according to the fundry feafons of the year ; which from the beft ac-

counts, and my own obfervations both going and coming, I find to come near to the fol-

lowing table.

4 January
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latitude of ten degrees, thirty-one minutes fouth, and is four thoufand fix hundred and

eighty miles to the ead of the cape. I found my own reckoning very good, becaufe

I fell in wiih the faid ifland exactly to an hour's account.

This iiland looks exceedingly plealant, being covered with lofty trees, and may
eafily be known by the following directions : — Coming from the north weftward it ap-

pears pretty high, with a faddle in the middle ; the weflermofl: land is the higheft,

trenching away to the northward to a low flat point ; the eaftermofl. point is low, but

bluff. I founded within eight miles of the low point, but had no ground, though with

one hundred fathom of line out : the ifland is about feven leagues from eaft to weft.

On the 6th of April I fell in with tlie ifland of Java about one hundred and twenty

miles to the eafl;ward of Java -head, and coafted till the 13th along the fhore, which

part of the ifland I find very well laid down in the Englifli Pilot, though feldom navigated.

That day I anchored underMew Ifland, an uninhabited ifland in the Streights of Sunda,

where we recruited from a town on the coaft of Java, with wood, water and frefh

provifions, particularly fowls, which are very cheap, twenty of the largefl; being

generally ibid for a piece of eight. Here is aUb plenty of tortoife, and many wild

beafl;s, efpccially tigers. A few days before my arrival, the natives killed one that

had the boldnefs to come to the very paliflfadoes of the town (that are built to keep off

thefe wild beafts), and there deft;royed a woman. The Javans are of a middle ftature,

tolerable good features, black complexion, long hair, and a verj' civil fort of people
;

they fpeak the Mallayo language. They will come off to an Englifli fliip (at hoifting

your colours) five or fix leagues to fea, in their fmall boats called praws, which
generally arc not above eleven inches over, and about twelve feet long. Thefe boats

bring oft" two or three perfons with fowls, tortoife, eggs, and fruit of all forts,

whereof they have great plenty, and which they fell very cheap, or truck for knives,

fcifl'ars, &c. We kept turning to the windward till the 2®th of April, when we
fafely arrived at our firft defigned port of Batavia in the faid ifland, being in all five

months and feven days in our paffage.

We fpent here forty-two days partly in re-vicbualling and refitting our fliip, the

boltfprit being fprung, and the heads of our mafts difabled : but the chief caufe of
fo long a ftay, was the barbarous and unchriftian.like ufage we met with (as all Eng-
lifli fubjefts do) from the Dutch general, who refufed to let us have any manner of

neceflaries, as wood, water, rice. Sec. without which it was impoflible for us to pro-

ceed on our voyage : neither would he grant any Englifliman the liberty of lying on
Ihore (the mornings and evenings being the only time in that hot climate to difpatch

bufinefs) though he refufes not that privilege to the Portuguefe, or any other nation

of Europe. All our provifions and water we got off privately, and the latter in bulk
in open boats without caflcs, which could only be done in calm weather. This ftay

gave mean opportunity of being able to give the fliort abftracl following of that place;

not but that I know it has been defcribed more at large by feveral, whofe long refi-

dence there has given them a much better opportunity than my fliort time and hurry
of bufinefs would permit.

The city of Batavia (fo called from the Latin name of Holland) ftands on the north-

weft end of the ifland, and is the principal place the Dutch have in the Eaft Indies ;

where the general or chief governor refides, to whom all other Dutch governments in

that part of the world are fubjed. It was formerly called Jacatra, when inhabited by
the Javans : it is well built, and ftrongly fortified, having a ftone wall, and a large

ditch that furrounds the city ; a citadel, with four regular ballions, which ftands

where Jacatra did formerly. Here the governor has a veiy handfome palace, the

road
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road fecured toward the fea by fome iflands, is without difpute the beft in ail the
Indies, being capable of receiving above a thoufand Ihips at once, and having excellent
good anchor ground. It is a place of very great trade, and much reforted to,

efpecially by the Chincfe, who come thither yearly, with a vafl: many junks laden with
all forts of China merchandife, as tea, quickfilver, vermillion in cakes, fticklack,
camphire, copper bars, tutenague, fans, pidurcs, all manner of china, and lackered
ware, foye, gumbodge, fago, and benjamin, with lundry other drugs and merchan-
difes too tedious to name. A certain annual toll is impofed on the Chinefe here for
the liberty of wearing their hair, which brings in no fniall income to the government,
they being much more numerous than the Dutch themfelves. This liberty of wearin^T

their hair is denied them in their own country (as I am informed; by the Tartars, who
in the year 1643, having pafled that prodigious wall four hundred leagues long, built

between China and Tartary, conquered the whole empire in lefs than feven years.

The Chinefe are very proud of having this liberty, and many leave their own country,
to live where they may be allowed it : the cutting it off being a mark of fubjeftion,

which the Tartars impofe upon them.

The country is very flat all round the city, but exceeding pleafant, adorned with
many curious feats, fine gardens, fountains, and large canals, which are let in, and
run through feveral fl:reets of the city, whereby it is rendered both neat and cool

:

on each fide of thefe canals, are planted rows of fine trees, that are always green,
which, with the beauty and regularity of the buildings, make the flreets look very

agreeable, fo that I think this city, for the bignefs, one of the neateft and moft; beau-

tiful in the whole world. There are alfo two large piers, that run out about half a

mile into the fea, and ferve to drain all the canals and inland water that run through
the city. They are likewife very ufeful for fmall veillls that lie along the piles, where
they load or unload their cargoes. Above one hundred flaves are employed in taking

up the mud, and in fcouring the fpace between thefe peers, which otherwife would
foon be choaked up with what is wafhed out of the city and country. At the mouth
of this place are many alligators or crocodiles ; and if a dead dog, or any other carcafe

comes down the ftream, it goes not far to fea, but is immediately devoured by them.

Yet, which is very llrange, 1 have feen the natives naked up to the middle in the water

netting for fhrimps among thofe monftrous creatures, and they are feldom hurt by them.

I cannot omit mentioning here, how narrowly we efcaped a hellifli plot, formed

by fome of our own 'fliip's crew. On the 29th ot May iollowing, my gunner, and

about twenty-two of the feamcn, went in the long boat to Father Smith's iiland to do
fome bufinefs for the fliip : in the interim, I fent the gunner's mate down into tlie

powder room for a gun-cafe ; where, to his great furprile, he found both the doors

open, (the flaple of the outer door being drawn) and dilcovered a lighted match,

laid on a dried horfe hide (doubtlefs by fome of thofe that were gone afliore, as (liall

appear more fully hereafter) to a largetrain, and thetrain continuedto fix barrclsof powder

which if he had not then by good fortune gone down, muit have taken in Id's than a

quarter of an hour, anddellroyed us all. He had prefence of mind enough to Ih'de one of

his hands gently under, holding the other over to hinder the powder dull from rifing,

and withdrew the match from the train, which was fo large that he could take the

power up by handfuls. This unaccountable piece of villainy (neither the author or

caufe being known) did greatly afionifli us. I ufcd my utmofl endeavours to find out

the bottom of it : after fecuring the powder room, I took the key myfelf, and impa-

tiently waited the long boat's return, which did not come back till evening : in the

mean time I loaded fome piltols and blundcrbuflcs, and loJged them that niglu i" the

VOL. XI. P great
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great cabin, where I pafl'ed the night with fevcral others whom I might confidp in, and

placed a triifly centinel at the door; neither did we go to bed, but lay down in our

cloaihs by turns, imagining that thofc perfons who could be guilty of" fo wicked a dcfign,

would not flick at any treacherous means to murder us. The next morning I called

together all the fliip's company upon deck ; and the better to difcover the conlpirators,

I gave all the promifes and affurances imaginable, that if any one would make a dii-

covery of the truth, he fliould receive fifty pounds reward, and all the protection I

could give him. I tried fhem likewife by fcparate examination, but all to no purpofe,

every man feeming equally furprized : and feeing that my bcfl endeavours to bring

this affair to light were unfuccefsful, I was obliged to purfuc my voyage with thofe

people on board, more dangerous than even the very Indians I was going to, among
whom the Englifh were fo iil-ufed lately. Accordingly on the 2d of June I fet fail, in

company with the fhip Borneo, Captain Thomas Lewis commander (bound to the fame

place, and on the fame account, in the fervicc of the Honourable Eafl India Company),
and alfo with the fhip Daulbin, Captain Boadum commander, belonging to Maderals,

who was bound on a trading voyage. We failed together along the north coaft of Java.

In this time of the year the winds between this coafl: and Borneo, as alfo along the

coafl of Sumatra are always eaflerly in the offing, and are called the eafterly monfoons
;

but near the fliorcs there are land and fea breezes ; the land breezes come off in the

morning about one, two, three, or four o'clock, generally with a fmall fhower, a guff:

of wind, or fometimes thunder, which gives always a timely warning. Then we weighed

anchor and kept the wind, which fometimes would run us a great way along the fhore;

but as the day came on, the wind turned always more about to the eafl:, and would run

us out of fight of land by noon or thereabout, at which time it grew generally calm.

Then we anchored in the offing with a flream-anchor in twenty-five or thirty fathoms

water to hold our own, left the current fhould carry us to the weftward, till about one

or two in the afternoon, v.'hen we had a frefh gale of wind right from the fea, with

which we made fuch flants in towards the fhore, that we might be fure to get fo near

land as to anchor in about four fathoms water before the fea-breeze was pafl, otherwife

we fliould lofe much of the benefit of the next morning land-wind. This method of

turning along the fhore is very pleafant, by reafon of the certainty of the winds and

finenefs of the weather ; by which means I had the opportunity of having an exadt

view of the coaff, which is very agreeable, being always green ; and when the land-

winds come firft off they bring with them a moft delicious fmell. ' This coall abounds

in all forts of provifions, whereof great quantities are carried to Batavia, efpecially

from the north-eaft part, where there is mofl plenty. There is no port of note from
Batavia till you come to Charabon, which is fifty-fix leagues to the eafl of it : but you

fee Samarang, Japara, and Roombong, places where the Dutch have fettlements : at

the laft they get great quantities of oak for building, but I think it much inferior to

our Englifh oak. Thefe parts alfo afford great plenty of rice, fait, fugar, white fugar-

candy, tamarinds ; and as for other provifions, there are oxen, goats, eggs, ducks, and

almofl all forts of fowls, &c. Wherever you fee a grove of cocoa-nut trees (which

abound here) as you fail along the fliore, there you are fure to find a fmall town of

the Javans, who are very civil, and will fupply you with what you pleafe of the produce

of their country, at a much cheaper rate, and with much more humanity than the Dutch.

I was informed that the Dutch government reaches no farther than a place called

Sooroobaya, which is a fmall pleafant village of the Javans, where I touched and
bought fome provifions ; but it is no good place to water at. I will not trouble you
with the defcription of it (nothing here being remarkable) but proceed to a place

called
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called Arabaya, on the ifland of Madura, that lies on the north-eafl: end of Java. It is

a place very convenient both for vidualling and watering, and the inhabitants are a
very civil people.

The town Hands on the north-weft end of Madura, about eight leagues from the
weftermoft land, about a quarter of a mile up a fmall river, which lies to the weftward
of the firft large and moft north point of hind ; though in all the fea-charts that I ever
faw it is laid down to the eaftward of the point : it is at the bottom of a deep bay, in

which you may anchor, but more commodioufly off the point. You cannot niifs your
way into the river, becaufe there are ftakes ftuck on both fides of the channel for a
quarter of a mile out to fea. In the dry feafon it affords water fuflicient at half tide

for a large long boat loaden to go over the bar, and in the rainy feafon at low water.
When I was there, I faw two Chinefe, who called themfelves Shabanders, which fig-

nifies governor of a port, and were very ferviceable in keeping the natives in fubjeclion,

and managing the whole trade of the place. The town is large, and the plealantefl: I

have feen belonging to the Javans. On the muddy banks of the river, at low water,
are great numbers of alligators, and variety of fea-fowls ; we fhot feveral of both kinds,

they fuffering us to come very near them.

The 14th of June 17 14, we all anchored under the little illand of Carimon-Java,
Captain Boadum's cargo being partly faltpetre, we agreed with him for fifteen tons

a piece, the better to enable our fhip to make fail when laden with pepper : but when
we came to pay for it we foon found the reafon of the black defign hatched againft us in

the road of Batavia ; for having called for a certain fmall clicft of the Company's treafure,

containing about five hundred pounds fterling, to our great furprife it was not to be
found ; and notwithftanding all the drift fearch and enquiry we made among the Ihip's

company, we could hear nothing of it. We fent for another cheft, which when brought

we opened, and found upon examination half the money gone which it Ihould have

contained according to the invoice ; fo that what was miffing of this, with the other

entire cheft, amounted to near one thoufand pounds. This made the cafe plain, that

whoever ftole the money, the fame were the perfons tiiat attempted to blow up the

fhip, with all thofe that had not a hand in their villainy, that there might be nobody left

to call them to an account ; as it has often happened that thieving fervants, when they

have robbed their mafter's houfe of plate or money, fet it on fire in the night, and if

they can, burn the whole family in order to cover the theft. This was a heavy mif-

fortune, and particularly affefted me, being the firft time I ever had the honour to

ferve the honourable Eaft India Company. This villainy would not have ftopped here,

but would have been of farther evil confequence, had it not been prevented, as ftiall

appear hereafter.

However, we paid Captain Boadum ; and having weighed anchor the 17th in the

evening, we parted with him, and made the bcft of our way towards the port of Banjar

Maffeen, where we arrived the 29th of June at twelve o'clock at night, and anchored

in the road without the bar, called Tomberneo, in eight fathoms water. At five next

morning we held a confultation, and agreed to run over the bar a little way up the

river, where we might have a better opportunity of proceeding on our defigns ; which

I accordingly did, keeping the little ifland of Poolo-Cocket open olf the call point of

the river half its breadth. 1 came to anchor at twelve at noon about a quarter of a

mile within the river's mouth, in four fathoms and a half water, over againft a river

called Biajo fmall river. The Borneo had not fo good fortune as we in getting over the

bar, for fhe ftuck faft aground until the next tide, when flie got off and came to anchur

juft by us.
^ ^ P 3 CHAP.
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Chap. II.—a De/cnption of the IJlandof Borneo ; ofthe Inhabitants, Manners, Cnjloms,

Produd of the Country, ^c.

THE ifland of Borneo, fo called from a city of that name, lies on the north of Java,

and on the caft of Sumatra and of the pcninfula of Malacca. It is fitiiate between

I'evcn degrees thirty minutes north latitude, and four degrees ten minutes fouth, under

the equinoctial, which divides it into two unequal parts, feven degrees thirty minutes

lying northward of it, and four degrees ten minutes louthward ; fo that it is in length

feven hundred miles, in breadth four hundred and eighty, and in circuit about two

thoufand. It is counted thebiggeft ifland, not only in the Indian Sea^ but in the whole

world, except perhaps California in the South Sea.

The air, confidering the climate, all round the ifland along the fea coafl; is pretty

temperate, becaufe of the refrefliing fea-brcczes that blow always about eleven in the

morning on the fouth parts, othcrwife the heat would be infupportable ; but it is very

unwholefome becaufe of the moiftnefs, in the fouth parts efpecially. For about tha

river of Banjar Mafleen, many fcore miles near the fea, the country looks like a forefl,

being full of prodigious tall trees, between which is nothing but vaft fwamps of mud.
At high water you may fail in a great way among thefe trees in fevera! places, but at

low water it is all mud, upon which the fun, efpecially in the equinox, darting his

fcorching beams perpendicularly, raifes noifome vapours, fogs, &c. which afterwards

turn into mod violent fhowers, that fall more like cataradts than rain, and are very

cold, being followed generally by cooling winds ; fo that the weather changing fud-

denly from fcorching heat to chilling cold, caufes the air to be fickly and unhealthful.

In the beginning of the rainy feafon there is no fleeping for the noife which the ft-ogs

make, whereof there is a vafl multitude in thefe fwampy woods ; and a great number
being left, with their fpawn and other flime and filth on the nmd, when the dry feafon

begins (which is commonly in April, and holds till September) they die, and the car-

cafes lie rotting, and occafion a very noifome ftink and corruption in the air. During

all this dry feafon the wind is eaflerly between the fouth coafts of Borneo and the

Ifle of Java ; and this is by much the more healthy part of the year ; but from Sep-

tember, or thereabouts, to about April, the wefl:erly winds reign, with violent ftorms,

prodigious rain, thunder and lightning almoft daily ; for during this feafon it is rare to

have two hours of fair weather in twenty-four on the fouth coaft of this ifland ; and

though the other feafon is fo fair, yet you are fure to have a fliower for about an hour

every day at the coming in of the fea-breezes, which cools the air, and makes it very

agreeable.

The country abounds with pepper, the befl; dragons'-blood,bezoar, moft excellent cam-
phor, pine-apples, pumble-nofes, citrons, oranges, water-melons, mufk-melons, plantains,

bananas, cocoa-nuts, and with all forts of fruit that is generally found in any part of the Eafl

Indies. The mountains yield diamonds, gold, tin, and iron ; the forefts honey, cotton,

deer, goats, buHaloes, and wild oxen, wild hogs, fmall horfes, bears, tigers, elephants,

and a multitude of monkies. Here are fmall hog-deers (the feet of which are often

ufed for tobacco ftoppers, when tipped) which they catch in this manner : when
they find the track of thefe creatures, they dig fquare holes in the earth, about five

feet over and four feet deep, which they cover over with a little draw, or fuch like,

and fift fome duft thereon, fo that the hog-deer in paffmg over falls in. The monkeys,

apes," and baboons are of many different forts and fliapes ; but the moft remarkable

are thofe they call Oran-ootans, which in their language fignifies men of the woods

:

thefe grow up to be fix feet high ; they walk upright, have longer arms than men,
tolerable
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tolerable good faces (handfomer I am fure than fome Hottentots that I have feen)
large teeth, no tails, nor hair but on thofe parts where it grows on human bodies ; they
are very nimble-footed, and mighty ftrong

; they throw great ftonos, (licks, and billets,

at thofe pcrfons that offend them. The natives do really believe that thefe were for-
merly men, but metamorphofed into beafts for their blafphcmy. They told me many
ftrange ftories of them, too tedious to be inferted here. I bought one, out of curiofity,
for fix Spanifh dollars; it lived with me feven months, but then died of a flux- he
was too young to fliew me many pranks, therefore I fliall only tell you that he was a
great thief, and loved flrong liquors ; for if our backs were turned, he would be at

the punch bowl, and very often would open the brandy-cafe, take out a bottle, drink
plentifully, and put it very carefully into its place again. He flept lying along in a
human poflure, with one hand under his head. He could not fvvim, but I know not
whether he might not be capable of being taught. If at any time I was angry with
him, he would figh, fob, and cry, till he found that I was reconciled to him ; and
though he was but about twelve months old when he died, yet he was ftronger than
any man in the (hip.

As to the birds, I met with none fuch as we have in England, except the fparrow^
Here are parrots and parroquets of various forts and fizes, from the bignefs of a bul-

finch to that of a raven ; particularly a fort, called by the Banjareens luree, that are

brought hither by the MacalTars, which they fo much admire for their beauty, docility,

and fweet fmell, that there are few houfes without one of them ; they give fometimes
fix or feven pieces of eight for one ; I bought fevcral, but the cold weather at fea

killed them. Here are fuch vaft multitudes of bats, that at particular times (viz. jud
before the fetting in of the welterly monfoon) towards evening I have feen the fky al-

mofl: darkened by them, when at Tatas, flying from the weft towards the eaft for the

fpace of two hours. I (hot one in the woods, whofe body in (hape, colour, and fmell was
like a fox, having head, ears, and teeth, Sec. as big as a young one : the wings when
fpread, meafured, from the tip of the one to the tip of the other, five feet four inches.

The rivers and the fea coafts afford plenty of fi(h, as mullets, breams, c^c. a Ibrt of fi(h

called cockup, the beft tafted foreign fi(h I ever met with ; and many other forts which wo
have not in Europe, particularly the cat-fi{h, which is much efteemed by the natives, but
feldom eaten by the Englifli. I think the flefh of the young ones is of a tolerable relifii,

but very lufcious. There are fome of five or fix feet long, they have no fcales, their heads
are large, not unlike a cat's head, having barbs very like a cat's whilkers. The river

Banjar difchargeth its waters into the fea, in the latitude of three degrees eighteen

minutes fouth. It is remarkable, that at the latter end of the dry feafon, when the

fprings are low the water is of a brackifli tafte up as high as China river ; at which
time the cat-fifh follow the boats in great numbers, and getting under the bottom of
them make a dreadful groaning; it furprifed me much at firft. In this river are

caught prawns generally fix or eight inches long ; alfo very large rock oyfters at a little

ifland called Pooloobatoo,

The natives arc of two forts, viz. thofe that inhabit in or near the ports of trade

Cas particularly the Banjareens), and the inhabitants of the inland country ; for the

former are of a middle ftature, rather under than over, well flraped and clean limbed,

being generally better featured than the Guinea negroes: their hair is long and black,

their complexion fomewhat darker than Mulattos, but not quite fo black as the aforcfaid

negroes ; they are affronted if you call them black men. Both men and women value

themfelves in a particular manner if they are whiter than ordinary. They arc very weak
of
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of body, which is occafioned chiefly by their lazy unaftive life, and mean diet, not having,

the opportunity of walking, or of any land cxercifc, and working feklom, but are always

in a fitting pofture, either in their boats or houies ; neither do they llir without it be

out of abi'olute neceflity. They ufcd to laugh at us for walking about in their houfes,

telling us that it looked as if wc were mad, or knew not what we did :
'" If," fay they,

" you have any bufinefs at the other end of the room, why do you not (lay there

;

if not, why do you go thither ; why alwavs (talking backwards and forwards ?" If

the Banjareens have but a quantity of rice and fait, they think themfeives very richj

for if they throw a carting net at their door, they need not fear the want of a dinner,

fo great abundance of fiHi is in that river.

The women are very little, but very well fliaped, having much handfomer features

and better complexion than the men ; they walk very upright, and tread well, turning

their toes out, which is contrary to the purchafe of moft Indians. I believe it is a

cuflom forced upon them by their walking on the logs that float upon the river before

their doors from houfe to houfe, as I fliall explain more at large by and by. They
are very conftant when married, but very loofe when fingle; neither is her former

compliance counted a fault in a wife ; and the mothers do often proftitute their

daughters at eight or nine years of age for a fmall lucre. They generally marry at

that age, and fometimes under; but as they are foon ripe for matrimony, their fer-

tility foon decays, for they are generally part childbearing at twenty or twenty-five j it

is rare that a woman holds till thirty. They live to a tolerable good age, and ufe

daily bathing in the rivers, and are expert fwimmers. Every day whilfl; we remained

at Tatas we faw the river full of men, women, and children, even fome in arms,

which they carry in for health's fake, to which this way of bathing mufl: needs

be very beneficial and refreflimg in fo hot a climate.

In burying their dead they take care to lay their heads towards the north, and put

into the grave with them a great deal of camphor, and feveral things neceflTary for the

fupport of life ; for what end the camphor is depofited there I know not ; but the

latter is according to an old Pagan cuflom, that has been handed down to them, as

believing that thofe provifions were ufeful to them in their journey to the other world :

but now being Mahometans they fay they do it only as a mark of refpedl. They carry

them in boats as near as they can to the burying-place, attended by their friends in

great order and ceremony, being dreffed all in white, with lighted torches in their

hands, though it be in the day time. >

The inland inhabitants are much taller and ftronger bodied men than the Banjareens,

fierce, warlike and barbarous. They are called Byajos, an idle fort of people, hating

induflry or trade, and living generally upon rapine and the fpoil of their neigiibours ;

their religion is Paganifm, and their language different from that fpoken by the Ban-

jareens. They go naked and only have a fmall piece of cloth that covers their private

parts ; they ftain their bodies with blue, and have a very odd cuflom of making holes

in the foft part of their ears when young, into which they thrufl large plugs, and by
continual pulling down thefe plugs the holes grow in time fo large, that when they

come to man's eftate, their ears hang down to their very fhoulders. The biggeft end
of the plug is as broad as a crown piece, and is tipt with a thin plate of wrought gold.

The men of quality do generally pull out their fore teeth and put gold ones in their

room. They fometimes wear, by way of ornament, rows of tigers' teeth flrung and
hung round their necks and bodies. Thofe of them that were fubjeft to the Sultan

of Caitangee (whom I fhall have occafion to mention often hereafter) are now in re-

4 bellion
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bellion agalnfl him ; he that headed them made pretences to the crown, and was fet

up by thefe mountaineers againfl: the prefent Sultan, to whofe government they are
very averfe, who was chofen by the general confent of the people, at leafl of the civi-

lized trading part of them. But this pretender, before I came away, was difpatchcd

by poifon. However, fome of thefe people, viz. thofe that live near the ports of
trade, are in fubjeftion to tlieir different Kin^;s or Sultans ; the others live in clans by
themfelves, without Kings, or any form of government. I have feen fome of the

former come down the river to the port of Banjar MalTeen in very ill-fiiaped prows j

and bring down gold dud, diamonds, bczoar-ftones, rattans, and fundry other mer-
chandifes. The Banjareens will not fuffer the Europeans to have any acquaintance or

trade with them, but do purchafe the goods from them, which they fell to us at a
greater price. And I do verily believe, that the many frightful ftories they tell of
thofe people's barbarity and cruelty, are only invented on purpofe to deter us from
having any acquaintance or commerce with them, which would be a great difadvantage

to the latter ; though fome of thefe reports may bo true ; as to their women I never

faw any of them, and fo can give no account of them. The ifland is divided imo dif-

ferent kingdoms, having their particular Kings or Sultans, whom they call Rajas.

There are in this ifland four chief ports of trade, viz. the city of Borneo, fituate oa
the north, in the latitude of four degrees thirty minutes north ; Pafleer on tiic eafl

fide, in the latitude of one degree fifteen minutes fouth ; Succadana on the weft,

in the latitude of fifteen minutes fouth ; and the port of Banjar MafTeen on the

fouth, in the latitude of three degrees eighteen minutes fouth. Here was formerly

a town called Banjar, about twelve Englifh miles from the fea, built partly upon floats

of timber, partly upon ftilts ; it was near it the Englifli factory was cftablilhcd, but

there is not fo much as the remains of a town to be feen now, the inhabitants having

removed to other places, but moft to Tartas or Tatas, a city about fix miles further up

the river. As to the three former I can give no particular account of them trom my
own obfervation, but by what I learnt from the Banjareens. As to thejaft I fliall be

very particular, all that I fhall mention touching it being of my own knowledge, and

have taken more pains than ordinary that I might be more capable of informing the

Honourable Eall India Company of the methods that may be ufed in order io fettle a

trade there : and I dare fay, no perfon ever had a greater opportunity of knowing thofe

matters than myfelf. I fliall only fay that there are feveral Kings or Rajas in the in-

land country ; as alfo the cities of Borneo, Succadana and PalTeer have each of them

one; that formerly all the other Rajas (as well as he to whom Banjar MaflTeen be-

longs) were fubjedt to the Raja of Borneo, who was a fupreme King over the whole

ifland ; but now his authority is mightily decreafed, and there^ are other Kings equal,

if not more powerful than himlclf, particularly the Sultan of Caitangee. His name is

Pannomboang, and ftylcs himfelf Sultan of Caitangee, which is the city where he re-

fides, fituate within one hundred miles of the port of Banjar Rlafleen. His brother

is another King, and ftyles himfelf Sultan of Negarree, a city about three hundred

miles up the main river, where he refides. But the former is the greateft, by realon

of the trade and the culloms he receives from this port, which may be computed to

amount to fix or eight thoufand pieces of eight per annum. But 1 think I have laid

enough of thefe general matters, and it is time to give an account ot our particular

proceedings after our arrival in the river.

After we had call anchor as aforeHiid, we efpied a finall praw or boat nmkT the

fhore ; we fent in a very civil manner to the perfons that were in it, and intreattd
'

thciu
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them to come on board. We lay then with our Englifli colours flying, at which they

were much furprized, knowing how fcvcrely they had ufed our countrymen, when
lad among them. However, partly through fear, and partly through our kind invita-

tion, they came on board. They were very poor-looked creatures, that had been at

Tomberneo, and were returning to Tatas. We expreffed all the civility imaginable

towards them, gave them fome fmall prefents, and dcfired that they would acquaint

their King or grandees in the country, that there were two Ent^lilh fliips come to

buy pepper of them ; that we were not come to quarrel, but to trade peaceably, and
would pay them very honeftly, and comply with all reafonable demands according to

w hat fliould be hereafter agreed on. They inquired whether w-e were Company fliips,

to which we did not readily anfwer them ; but before we did, they proceeded and faid,

that if we were, they, as friends, would advifc us to depart the port forthwith, becaufe

their Sultan and their oran-cays, or great men, would by no means have any dealings

with us. We defigned to have fent our boat that uight to their town called Tatas,

which is about thirty miles above the place where we lay, that flie might arrive there

by day-light the next morning ; but thofe perfons diffuaded us from it, affuring us

that we fliould foon have news from their Sultan ; and that fpnie of their men would
not fail to be down with us the next day. Then they took their leave of us, returning

us many thanks for our prefents.

The next day came on board of us a boat, with one Cay Rouden Tacka, and Cay
Chetra Uday, being meflfengers from the King. We received them as civilly as pof-

fible. The firfl: thing they inquired, was whether we were Company fliips, or feparate

traders ; that if the former, we need not w^alt for an anfwer, and that it would be our
befl; way to be gone ; defiring earnefl:ly that what anfwer we fliould return them might
be fincere ; for that whatever we faid to them fliould be told the Sultan. Finding no
other method to introduce ourfelves, we were forced to aflure them that we were pri-

vate traders, and came thither on our own account to buy pepper. This we did, be-

lie\iug we might in time have a better opportunity of making our honourable mafl:ers

known, and of excufmg the heavy crimes laid on their former fervants, whofe ill

conduft had been the caufe of the factory's being defl:royed. They afked us why we
came thither rather than to any other place, fuice our countrymen had fo grofsly abufed

them ? We anfwercd, that we were ftrangers to that affair; and that at firfl we defigned

to go to Pallambam ; but being informed that pepper was much cheaper here, we
were wflling firfl to try this market. They alfo inquired what number of men and
guns we had, and caft their eyes flily about to endeavour to guefs of what flrength we
were ; for they are exceeding jealous of all Europeans.

Towards night they departed, and we gave them fome guns. They left two per-

fons on board, with whom they defired that our linguifl; would come up to the town
the next day, to give anfwer to fuch other queftions as might be afked. We gave in-

itruftions to our linguifl: to tell them, that we were two fmall feparate flock- fliips
;

that we were informed at Batavia, that pepper was very cheap at this port, fo chofe

rather to come hither than to Pallambam, : we ordered him to learn on what conditions

they would offer to trade with us, and who were the properefl perfons to apply to

;

to prefs a fpeedy meeting : and if they aflced what we had to purchafe pepper with,

to tell them Mexico pieces of eight, (for the pillar-dollars they will not take) ; to

give them kind invitations to come on board ; to write down all queftions and anfvvers:

and if any thing of confequence fliould be further aflvcd, to give no afl'urances or
anfwers of themfelves, but to plead ignorance, and to refer all to the merchants, (for

fo
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fo they were to'call us, and not fupercargoes, which would have created a iealoulV
that we belonged to the Company ;) to take care to keep the failors fober, and iu good
order ; with feme other inftructions lefs material.

Having given them thefe general diredlions, we fent them away the ad of July
two o'clock m the morning. One of the linguifts was an Englifliman, the other .

Javan, whom we hired at Batavia ; but we put moft confidence in the firft. Thcv re-
turned that very night, and told us, we fhould have an anfwer in feven days from' the
Sultan of Caytangee, and in eleven from the Sultan of Negarree. They alfo brought
us a caution from the Banjareens to beware of fome large pirate praws manned with
about a hundred of the Byajo men, that lay fkulking thereabouts. But before this
advice came, we were like to have felt fome of the cruel effects of their barbarity
through our own inadvertency : for that day about noon we faw three large praws
under the fhore, which had fliot up the river a little above our ftiips : whereupon,
imagining they were Banjareens, and hoping to get fome better information in relation
to trade, I went into the long-boat in company with Mr. Bartholomew Swartz, chief
fupercargo of the Borneo, Mr. John Beacher, chief fupcrcargo of my (hip, and Mr.
John Gerard, our afliftant and purfer, with five men and a boy. We carried only two
mufkets, and a fmall fowling-piece, with two cartouch-boxes ; but had we thought of
meeting with fuch barbarians as we did, we fliould have been much better provided.
We hoilled our fail, and flood towai-ds them ; but they rowed with all their might
from us ; and finding we were like to come up with them, they ran their three veflels

up a creek among the trees, which were exceeding thick, hanging over the water, and
gave fo great a flicker that there was no wind for us to fail up the creek after them :

however, we made in, thinking they were bound no further. But being come clofe

to the mouth of the creek, we faw their praws a little way up, and no men in ihem :

for they, being about a hundred in number, were got alhore among the trees, defign-

ing to draw us in, and deftroy us all j which they might eafily have done, had they

all equalled the courage and refolution of their leader : for the creek was not above
ten yards over, and they exceeded us in number above ten to one, being armed with

javelins, fampits, and poifoncd arrows. We called aloud, and afked them what they

had to fell, with fome other queftions, but received no anfwer till we were got up into

the creek ; when on a fudden we heard a horrible (hout, after the manner of thefe

barbarians ; and at the fame time their captain advanced boldly towards the boat,

threw a javelin at us, and immediately after fliot an arrow. It was fortunate for us

that his men were not fo forward, and feemed difmayed, keeping back among the

trees, but let fly a fliower of their poifoned arrows among us, which however did us

no damage. We immediately put ourfelves in a pofture of defence, and prefcnted

our fmall arms, but were at firll unwilling to fire, leaft fuch a proceeding (liould fruf-

trate our defign of trading in the port. But feeing no other remedy, and perceiving

by their drefs and language that they were not Banjareens, we difcharged our pieces

at them, which put them to flight, fcouringin amongthe trees; though even in theirrctrcat

they ceafed not to let fly their arrows at us, after themaner of the anticntParthians. Whillt

Mr. Gerard was loading our guns again, we ufed our pocket-pifl;o!s, firing wherever

we faw a bufli wag. In the meantime the failors were in great confufion, but not

idle, haling the boat by the means of the boughs and flirubs, until they got her out

;

before which we had difcharged our pieces a fecond time. But we faw no more of

thefe villains, thev being frightened at the noife, and danger of our fire-arms. We
were not a little pleafed at our narrow cfcape. What lofs the enemy had we know

not; but our good fortune brought us olf without fo much as one wound. We
vojL, XI. Q brought
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brought away feme darts that ftuck in the fide and fail of our boat. Thefo people

go naked, having only a chawat, or fmall piece of cloth, about the breadth of a

hand, to cover their privy parts. Their bodies were all over ftained with blue ; and
they feemed to be flrong, tall men, like the mountaineers fpoken of before.

We remained on board without any further anfwer until the 6th of July, when Cay
Rouden Taka, and Cay Chetra Uda came on board. They brought us prefents of

fruit, fowls, eggs, &c. which we had rather been without, knowing that our return

for thofe trifles mufl; be expenfive, though we were too often troubled with fuch mer-
cenary civilities.

They told us, that the Sultan's pleafure was, that we fhould come up to Tatas to

hold a bechara, or confultation, with Pangarang Purba Negarree, or Prince of

Negarrec, (who is a Prince of the royal blood) promifing that they would fl;ay as a

pledge till our return. Whereupon the other fupercargoes went away on the yth of

July, about eleven in the morning, Captain Lewis and myfelf remaining on board to

entertain thofe grandees. When they arrived at Tatas, they were introduced to the

Prince; who, upon enquiry, underftanding that they were not the captains, he ordered them
to bring us along with them to the next confultation. He examined them fliridtly whe-
ther we were feparate traders ; which being affirmed, he faid, that we were welcome

j

and afking what quantity of pepper would load us, he was anfwercd four or five thou-

fand peculls. We had prefented him with an extraordinary good filver watch, and in

return he promifed mighty fervices ; but at the fame time told them, that the Sultan

being now at war with the rebels, who inhabit the pepper country, that commodity
was grown very dear ; therefore he could not come to an exad price, nor fign a con-

trad, becaufe the Sultan's great feal was not there, with which all fuch contracts are

ligned. It is remarkable, that no bufmefs can be done in thofe parts, nor fcarce admit-

tance gained to any of their great men, till he underdands by his fervants that the perfoa

is not come empty handed.

The next evening the fupercargoes came back, and on the i ith the aforementioned

Cays returned on board, and defired us to go with them to the Prince. They flayed

with us that night, and we made them very merry ; for though it be againft their re-

ligion to drink flrong liquors, yet we foon perceived that they were no enemies to

arrack or wine. The next day I fet out about two in the morning with the other

fupercargoes ; fome in mine, and the reft in the Borneo's pinnace ; having ordered

my two trumpeters to attend us, that we might appear with more advantage.

We went up the river for about twenty-two miles, where we turned off into a nar-

row branch of it. This river is extremely pleafant, being about twice as broad as the

Thames at Gravefend, having a vaft number of prodigious tall trees on each fide that

are always green. I remarked here four very agreeable iflands at fome miles diflance

one from another, each being fituate about the middle of the river. The firft is called

Pooloococket, being covered with trees, fome of which are of a vaft height. You may
fee it before you enter the river, and it ferves as a land-mark to fail over the bar.

There is a large fand fpits out all around it, but flioots itfelf out fartheft at the north

and fouth end, which muft be carefully avoided ; for if a fhip ground, the ebbs are fo

very ftrong, becaufe of the land-waters, that it might wring her to pieces ; befides,

great drifts of trees come down the river continually, which in fuch a cafe would be of

ill conicquence. Befides, it is fomewhat dangerous, becaufe of the often ftiifting of the

fand : the beft advice I can give is to anchor any where about a mile or two within the

river's mouth, where the ground is clear, and water enough from fide to fide : then

fend your boat to found off the aforefaid ifland, and buoy it ; which after you have

paffedj
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pafled, keep the {larboard fliore on board within your fliip's length ; or, if you plcafe,
nearer, at any time of tide, but bed on the flood ; for the ebbs run fo ftrong in foine
feafcns, that for want of wind, wliich the trees keep off, you will find it very difficult

to get a-head when you come to open the firfl river on your (larboard fide, which is

pretty broad, and is called China river as you go up. You muft (heer off towards the
middle, to avoid a fpit that fhoots out from the larboard entrance of that river's
mouth ; but you have gradual foundings.

The tide flows here but once in twenty-four hours, and that always in the day-time

;

in the fpring-tides the water rifcs about twelve feet ; but in the night there is only a
kind of flagnation of the water when the tide comes in, and never rifes above half a
foot, unlefs it be in very dry weather : the reafon is, that befides the ilrong current of
the inland waters, the land-winds, which blow always in the night with more vi"-our

than at other times, make fo great a refiftance that the flood cannot rife to any con-
fiderable height.

This river China runs up as far as the town of Tatas, and is navigable not only thi-

ther, but a confiderable way farther for the biggefl; fliip in the world. All the China
junks go up the faid river, and from hence I fuppofe it has its name. All other fhips

that will go up fo far mufl: take the fame courfe ; but our fliips lay higher up the

main river, oyer againfl: the faQory, which was at the entrance of another river,

fmaller than the former, and which you meet next on the ftarboard fide alfo as you go
up : it is called Tatas Small River j between which place, if you keep nearefl: the

ftarboard fide, there is no danger. We palfcd China river about nine or ten in the

morning, and about eleven got to the fmall river lad mentioned, which is much the

nearefl: way for fmall veiTels or boats. It was no little diverfion to us in our pafTage, to

fee the prodigious multitude of monkeys and baboons of all forts that fwarmed on the

trees on each fide of us ; feveral with their young ones hanging about their necks.

We fliot many of them ; but at the report of a gun they make a terrible buflle with

V'ith their jumping and fcouring from tree to tree : they would flrake oiF their young

ones, and make the woods ring and echo w ith their loud fquealing ; the found of our

trumpets had the fame cffefl; on them. The natives never hurt them, which makes

them fo void of fear, that they will let you come very near them. We faw many
alligators funning themfelves on the mud, feveral of which we fliot at, but to no

p^urpofe.

We had eight mile§ to go up this river, which is very crooked, where the fcorching

heat of the fun would have been as troublefome to us as thcfe fights were diverting ;

but it being narrow, and the trees wonderful high on each fide, we were pretty well

fliaded from the heat. We could not fee the town till we were juft entering iiuo it.

bccaufe of the tallnefs of the trees that ftand clofe together. It confifls of about three

hundred houfes, mofl; of them built on floats in the river, which is here about a hun-

dred yards over ; but the houfes of the poorer fort arc built on flilts in the mud on

each fide. The owners are forced at high water to make ufe of boats to get into the

houfes ; and at low water they have large logs that lie from houfe to houfe, on which

they walk. The houfes on the floats are built on vaft logs or trees laid and trunneled

together, or bound flrongly with cables made of rattans, and faflened by the like

cables to the trees on fliore, and to one another. Each houfe confifls only of one

floor, divided into fundry apartments, according to the family ; the fides being only

fplit bamboo plated crofs-wife ; and they arc thatched on the top with cajans, much

after the manner of the Javans, and other Malayans. Though thcfe houfes are tolerably

liifji for the fake of air, yet the eaves hang over the fides within five feet of the logs

Q 2 or
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or ftage they are built upon, to keep out the fun. Here runs a very ftrong ebb,

which Ibmetimes breaks their moorings, or what faftens them to the fhore ; andyou

may fee three or four houfes adrift at a time. I have been informed, that fome houfes

having broke loofe m the night, whilft the people were afleep, drove out into the main

river, and thence to fea ; which is very probable, becaufe the flood fometimes runs

very weak, when, on the contrary, the ebb is exceeding rapid and ftrong.

When I firft got into the town, I was furprifed to fee thefe floating houfes, and

the people in great numbers paddling up and down from houfe to houfe in fmall but

neat built canoes or praws. The curiofity of feeing us had brought a great many to

town from all parts of the country, which caufed it to be more crowded with people

and boats, than it had been in many years before. On our firft entrance I ordered the

trumpets to found ; the fine echo from the woods and waters added to the harmony

of our mufic. Moft of the natives were aftoniflied at the fudden noife, and fome

fled one way and fome another in their little boats, with all the confufion of a frightened

multitude. The number of ugly black feri7 men was fo great, the ftink of the oil

or ointment wherewith they befmear their bodies daily lb noifome, and the fultry

heat fo exceflive, that I had almoft perfuaded myfelf I was pafllng the river Styx, or

Phlegeton in Hell. We were conducted to Cay Arrea's houfe, who is the principal

trader in town, but not a very ftrift obferver of juftice, and was afterwards intro-

duced into the Prince's prefence, who fat crofs-legged at the upper end of the room,

with Cay Arrea on his left, and Cay Demon on his right. There was alfo the chief

of the Chinefe, who lives there, and is a very confiderable trader, befides feveral

other great men. We were ordered to fit down crofs-legged, juft oppofite to the

Prince ; which we no fooner did but the houfe was immediately filled with other

Indians of the meaner fort, who fat down behind us ; fo that we were almoft ftifled

with heat, and the ftench proceeding from their abundant perfpiration. Our crew

waited with the pinnaces at the door.

The Prince, with a very referved countenance, after a profound filence, fpoke firft

to us, and let us know that they had great reafon to be jealous of all Europeans ; and

that the Sultan did infift that we ftiould bring up our ftiips into the narrow river, or

even into the town, as a fecurity for the fafety of his fubjefts ; and that it would

forward our loading, and be other ways advantageous. We excufed it in the hand-

fomeft manner we could, telling him that our men being ufed to a colder climate,

could not live in that warm fituation without the fea-breezes. This indeed was one

reafon ; but the chief was, that if we fhould comply, we muft be fubjeft to their

power to ufe us as they pleafed, fliould they at any time difcover that we were Com-
pany fliips, by way of reprifal, and in revenge for the injuries they complained to have

been done by our former faftory ; and knowing that they were as willing to take our

money as we their pepper, we abfolutely refufed to yield to that propofal ; and told

him, that we would return to our fliips, and ftay three days for an anfv/er, but no

longer. We difcourfed on divers fubjects for about three hours : and when we were

about to depart, the Prince defired our longer ftay, becaufe the Sultan had given ftrict

orders to Cay Arrea to entertain us whenever we came very handfomely at his charge.

And immediately feveral large gold and filver bowls neatly wrought were brought in

full of rice, boiled fowls, hard eggs, &c. We eat plentifully, and drank our own
wine and punch ; their beft liquor being the river water that runs before their doors.

After we had done, what was left was given to our boat's crew in brafs bowls. The
Prince, while we were at dinner, withdrew, and dined by hiuifelf ; after which he

came in again. He was drefled after their manner, in fcarlet and blue, having on a
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fmall clofe-bodied waiftcoat, without a fhirt, and over that a chawat, wrapped round
once or twice, that hung down to his knees ; he wore drawers, but his hands, legs
and feet were bare. On his left fide, in a neat belt ftuck a creice or dagger, richly
fet with diamonds ; before him was a table about two feet long, and one and a half
broad, of folid gold, much like a hand tea table ; on which always flood his furniture
for his betle nuts, feree leaves, and lime, which he chews continually ; as it is the
cuftom for men, women and children to do in that country, and to fmoke tobacco.
The box that held the nuts was not unlike a rummer, with a cover to it ; that for the
leaves like a (landing fnuffer-cafe ; and that for the lime was a fmall, round, flat box,
all of the fineft gold, very neatly wrought in filigrcen, and fet with large flones, fome
diamonds, and others that I knew not.

Having refolved not to bring our fhips up, nor to flay longer than the time we men-
tioned, we took our leave about four in the afternoon, and the fame night we arrived

onboard, being extremely fatigued. On the 13th we failed up the river about twenty
miles, and anchored over againfl the mouth of China river.

On the 1 6th came on board the fame meffengers from the Prince, and fignified,

that he defircd to fpeak with us again. We feigned an indifferency, and told them,
that we were then ready to depart, fmce we could not agree. We foon perceived

that this news did not pleafe them. However, we told them, we would go up once
more ; and accordingly next day early in the morning we fet out, and arrived there

about two in the afternoon. We were again introduced to the Prince ; and after

feveral houi'S difcourfe, we over-ruled the propofal of bringing our fliips up to town

;

and only complied with his requefl of taking a houfe in town, where the fupercargos

Ihould refide, receive and pay for all goods on the delivery of them. But as their

demands and expetSations of prefents were very exorbitant before they would fign the

contracl, or agree with us, they demanded and infifled on twenty firelocks, and two
barrels ofpowder, telling us what a mighty fervice it would be to their Sultan towards

reducing the rebels, and obliging them to bring down great ftore of pepper, which
they had hoarded up, and would foon enable them to load our fliips, and that they

would pay us any reafonable price for them. When we had agreed to this point, and
thought that all matters had been agreed on, there arofe another difficulty, viz. to pay
a fooco, or quarter part of a dollar cuftom for every pecuU of pepper (which is one
hundred and thirty-two poundsj that we fhould buy. After many debates we were
forced to comply with this alfo. Then we figned a contract to them in Englifh, and
they to us in the Malayo language and charader, with the Sultan of Caytongee's great

feal to it. I defired our linguifl to tranflate it verbatim ; and it is as followeth, witliout

any amendment of their method or manner of expreffion.

" A contract made between the Kings of Caytongee and Negarree, and the Prince

Purba of Negarree, with the fons of Englifhmen, come hither this year to fill both

their fhips, and go away ; not to make any foldiers, or build houfes or forts. The
price of the pepper to be four dollars and half per pccull, and a great deal of it,

amounting to four or five thoufand peculis, and to flay here three months for it ; and

farther to pay one fooco cuflom per pecull to the King. The pepper to be weighed

at the town of Tatas, and to pay for it when weighed."

We fignified to them our great defire of paying our refpe£ls to the Sultan of Cay-

tongee, the capital city, about forty miles further up the narrow river. This was

readily granted : they at the fame time told us, that our countrymen did not ufc to

trufl themfclves fo far up into the country j and that they were not a little picafcd to

fee



Il8 A VOYAGE TO BORNEO.

fee that we put fo much confidence in them ; afluring us that wc fliould be very civilly

received' there ; and prote£ted, if need were, from the infults of the common people.

Having thus, as we thought, overcome all the difficulties, and fully eftabliflied

our trade, we took a formal leave after dinner, and relurned on board, where we
arrived about eleven at night, the padage being very pleafant. We always carried a

chefl of fmall arms, with powder, granadocs and match in our boats ; not fo much
for fear of the Banjareens, as of the Byajos, who trade there. On the 21 ft of July

we took a houfe, and agreed to pay forty-five dollars for the ufe thereof whilft we
Hiould ftay there, having divided it into proper apartments. I refided there with

the other fupercargoes

The 2 2d we fet out in our two pinnaces about eleven at night on our journey to

Caytongee ; and having rowed all night, we arrived there about nine in the morning.
We had a guide boat to fliow us the way, and a guard boat, with fome great men of

the country, to accompany us. They chufe the night to travel in for its coolnefs :

but they had much the advantage of us, for both the rowers and paffengers are fheitercd

over head with a covering made of cajan leaves, from the prodigious dews that fall in

the night ; whereas the cold dew fell in fuch abundance on our poor failors, who
were exceeding hot with rowing, that their fliirts were as wet as if dipped in the river

;

which pi'oved of fatal confequence to one of them, who died foon alter. We paiTed

thatnight veryunpleafantly, havinglittle room, no fleep, and our cloaths very wet ; neither

had we the fatisfa£lion of m.aking any remarks on the country or river, it being dark.

We only heard the noife of fiirange beafts in the woods on each fide. But the molt
intolerable plague was a vaft number of mufchetos, or flies, which fl:ung and (o

disfigured us, that in the morning the eyes of fome were fwelled up, others mouths
drawn awry ; and, in fhort, our faces fo full of tumours, that when day-light came,

we fcarce knew one another, but only by the voice or habit. Though the fun rifes

always at or about fix, yet we could not fee the tops of the trees till almoft nine,

becaufe of the great fogs : for the greateft part of the country, from the river's mouth
•for near a hundred miles one way, and above two hundred the other, is nothing but

an entire marfli or fwamp, and that full of an infinite number of trees of an incredible

hze. I'his fpace at low water is but mud ; and at high water it is all overflown, as

I have already mentioned. This vaft body of water draining itfelf down the channels

caufe the rivers to be fo deep, and the currents, or ebbs, fo very rapid. I was
refolved to return by day-light, that I might have the advantage of feeing the country.

The houfes are built upon floats, except the King's, Princes, and fome few grandees.

It is almoft four miles long, and our men were more tired in rowing to the upper end
of it than in all the reft of our journey : for the current is fo very ftrong there, and
we obliged to keep the middle by reafon of the houfes on each fide, that

fometimes in half an hour we did not go the length of a furlong. After above two
hours hard labour we pafled the Sultan's palace, to whom I ordered my trumpets to

found a levit ; from hence we had orders to pafs on to the houfe of Cay Demon our
guide, where we were very civilly treated. It was no fmall refreflimcnt to us to have

room to ftretch out our legs that had been almoft forty-eight hours cramped up in

the boat.

This city has much the advantage over Tatas, becaufe it is much more agreeably

fituated ; and at this time of year, (which is called the fair feafon, becaufe the

eafterly monfoon or wind blows) there are good dry banks on each fide of the river,

firm land, and pleafant fields full of deer, goats, and other animals ; when, on the

.

contrary, in the rainy feafon, or wefterly winds, all is overflown, and the wild beafts

4 and
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and cattle forced into the mountains ; as I fliall have occafion to menticn more par-
ticularly hereafter.

About two in the afternoon the Sultan fent for us ; the meflengers enquired what
prefents we had brouglit, of which we informed them. There is no approaching
empty handed ; and therefore care ought to be taken to begin fo as the llock may
hold out. Our ignorance of this cuftom was of ill confequence to us. They brought
handfome bafkets, with covers of wrought filk, into which we put the prefents.

We went in our boats along with the meflengers, who carried the prefents. We
put ourfeives in as good habits, and as much order as we could, knowing what effedt

a good outward appearance has on thofe people. We marched up, with our trumpets
founding before us, to his council-houfe, which is built on ftilts or pofts, about feven

or eight feet from the ground, to fecure it againft the overflowing feafon : but then

the land was firm and dry, covered with very high grafs, which was ordered to be
mowed down for the greater conveniency of our walking thither. This houfe is open
on all fides, and covered on the top, being about fifty yards in length, and thirty in

breadth. At the wefl: end was placed feveral of their muficians, who played on all

forts of that country mufick. In the middle flood the Sultan's throne, being a rich

gilt wooden chair, and over it a large filk canopy wrought with gold and filvcr. This

houfe flands without the bounds of the Sultan's palace. The reafon why it is fo open
is, becaufe all aft'airs of a public nature, wherein the people in general arc concerned,

are tranfactcd there ; and perfons of all conditions and capacities are allowed the

liberty of coming upon the flage, keeping their refpeftive diftance. Six or eight guns

of about one thoufand v/eight a piece were placed round the houfe, but without any

Ihelter or battlements, or fcarce carriages. By the time we got to it there were above

five hundred people in it, who were ordered to ftand clear to make room for our

entrance : the Prince of Negarree met us, and complimented us very civilly to fit

down crofs-legged on a carpet that was laid over againft the throne, within ton or

twelve feet of it. Many thoufands of people were round about us both on the

flage, and in the fields about the houfe, to fee and hear what was concluded. We
did not fit long before we perceived the Sultan coming out of his palace, who is a man
of a very good prefence, and honeft mien, but as fvvarthy as the reil, drcfled in a

clofe-bodied waiilcoat, having breeches not unlike rope-dancers, and fcarlet flockings,

with flippers, a loofe China atlice gown, wrought with gold and filvcr, with a rich dag-

ger let with diamonds in his girdle. Before him were carried in men's arms two young

beautiful children, drelled very prettily, the one in fcarlet, the other in yellow rich

filks, with tuibaas. They were guarded by twelve men, armed with blundcrbufles

and muikets, and as many more, with their own country weapons, viz. iampits or

hollow trunks, with bayonets fixed to the end of them, and fliort daggers or creices

fluck in their girdles ; the latter are worn by men and boys, rich and poor : with the

fampits they flioot poifoncd arrows, and they are very dangerous weapons. Upon the

King's mounting the ftage, or council-houfe, all his fubjeds lifted up their hands in a

praying poflurc, and bowed down their faces to the ground, as they fate crnfs-logged.

We immediately flood up and bowed according to the European cuftom, which is looked

upon there as a great aflront ; for none mull Hand in his prefence, or near him : but

•when they approach him to deliver any thing, they go creeping almofl double ; and

when they withdraw, they creep back in the fame manner. We foon perceived our

jiiiftake, excufed ourfeives, and he as readily forgave us, being naturally a man of admi-

rable temper, good, juft and merciful.
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According to cuftom he fat filent a few minutes, looking us full in the face j

then thanked us for our prefent without feeing it, though I believe he was privately

informed what it confifted of. He bid us welcome, and faid he hoped we met with

nothing but civility from his fubjefts. We thanked His Majcfly, and aflured him we
had no reafon to complain ; and that on our own parts we would ftudy how to keep up a

good correfpondence with them. He alfo enquired whether we were Company fliips,

or feparate traders ; and being anfwercd the latter, he began to lay heavy complaints

on our countrymen, telling us how that at their firll arrival they came like us, and

contrafted with them in the fame manner, obliging themfelves to build no forts, nor

make foldiers ; but that under pretext of building a warehoufe, they mounted guns,

and infulted him and his fubjefts in a moll bafe manner ; that he bore it patiently for

a great while, till feveral of his fubjeds were beaten, wounded, and fome killed by
them, as they palled by in their boats on their lawful occafions ; that they forced

from them fuch duties and cuftoms as belonged only to him, and afted very contrary

to reafon, or honefty, in all their proceedings. All this, fays he, I bore with great

patience. Then he told us with very great concern how they fired feveral of their

great lliot at the Oueen-Mother, which frightened her fo, that ever fince fhe continued

almoft diftracled ; and that they would have taken her prifoner, for what reafon he
could not imagine : This, fays he, I had not patience to bear. He likewife told us

of one Captain Cockburn, and fome others, (whofe names I have forgot) who were
taken prifoners, and there put to death, and the manner of their fuffering. But,

continues he, this is not at prefent our affair. After an hour's difcourfe, having

told us he would fend for us again Ihortly, he difmiifed us, and we went to the houfe

of Cay Arrea, (who has one here as well as at Tatas) where we bought a parcel of

pepper, and hired boats to carry it down.
We continued there weighing of peJDper during the four days following, when in

the afternoon the Sultan fent for us again. He then received us not in the council-

houfe, but in his own palace, in a large room, where there was a multitude of people.

He fat in his chair of ftate, the reft of his fubjeds fitting crofs-legged on mats, and we
on a large carpet. He bid us welcome in a very friendly manner, and faid he had
provided us a dinner, which was accordingly brought in, and ferved up in bowls, fome
of gold, fome of filver, and others of brafs, laid on the carpet, without cloth or

napkins. We had above fifty feveral diflies of broiled and boiled fowl, curree, or

ftrong broth, rice dyed with turmerick, hard eggs, buffalo flefli and venifon ; which

laft was very good, and drefled in a very relifhing manner. He had no better liquor

to give us than water ; however that defect we fupplied with our own punch and
wine. The King, who is a great bigot to his religion, would tafte of none ; neither

did any of his fubjefts dare to do it in his prefence, though they often ufed to drink

plentifully with us, when in private. During dinner-time we had the King's mufic,

and fometimes our trumpets, which he was mightily pleafed with. Dinner being over,

the betle-tables were brought, and we fell to difcourfe of many affairs, till at laft he

brought about the ftory of his fubjecls in rebellion. He prelfed us to fpare him more
arms and ammunition, to which we pleaded inability ; alledging, that we had a long

voyage of many months failing to our own country ; that feveral pirates were abroad ;

and that if we fhould fpare him any more arms or powder, we fhould not be in a con-

dition to defend ourfelves. Then he defired us to lend him thirty of our men to

affift him againft the rebels : but we excufed ourfelves, telling him, that it was not in

our power to oblige them to go : at which he feemed furprized, afking us, if we were
not their commanders.

Then



A VOYAGE TO BQRNEO. 121

Then he told us, that he would favour us with a fight of fome of his diverfions,

which indeed we found to be very comical. At a diftance from us, behind a fort of

a fcene, fate an old woman with a white wand in her hand. The King caiifed the

mufic to play, and taking himfe'lf a large ill fhaped, ill-tuned fiddle, nodded to the

old woman, who on a fudden flruck a blow with her wand on the floor : upon which

fignal immediately entered four very beautiful girls of about feventeen years of age,

three much of a height, but one taller than the i-efl ; all dreflTed in rich filks after a

pretty antic manner, with coronets of pure gold on their heads, their hair hanging

down in a carelefs, though pretty order ; their necks, breafls, arms, legs, and feet

were bare, but painted with a 1 ght yellow, which they count beautiful. They alfo

wore weighty gold rings, as big as a man's thumb, about their wrifts, and round the

fmall of their legs. The tallefi was the richefl: dreffed, and feemed to rcprefent a

queen. They entered the room following clofe behind one another ; and as foon as

they came on the carpet before the King, they fell on their faces to the ground ; then

rofe on their knees, and lifting up their hands, bowed low three times ; this being

the refpeft due to him. After which they fell into an odd fafliioned fort of dance,

which confifled chiefly in fcrewing their bodies into feveral antic and lafcivious pofl;ures,

fcarce ftirring their feet from the ground. The old woman (who I fuppofed to be

their teacher) would often ftrike the floor with her wand, whereupon they would all

immediately fquat down almofl: on their breech, and rife in fo flow and whimfical a

manner, as cannot be well defcribed. This lafl:ed above half an hour to our great

fatisfadion. Then they made their obedience as before, and withdrew.

He afl^ed us how we liked it. We anfwered very well, and fignified that we fhould

be very glad to fee fomething more of this nature, which he readily condefccnded to :

but we were told by his prielt, who fat by him, that we mufl: wait half an hour ; for

that now was an unlucky, or improper time, and therefore God would be dilpleafed

at it : that the Sultan was a good man, loved God, his women, and all honefl men ;

fo they all muttered fomething to themfelves ; I fuppofe fome prayers, or rather fome

fuperflitious incantations. After which we had a fecond part of the aforementioned

diverfion, and then took our leaves. He advifed us very civilly not to ramble far by

ourfelves, neither in the evening, or late at night : for, fays he, there may as yet be

fome perfons willing to revenge the injuries they fufliained by your countrymen in the

lofs of a father or brother, &c. We returned him our moft: humble thanks for his

kind and generous admonition, and departed to our lodgings at Cay Demon's houfe,

who is a man of as much integrity as any in that country ; but is very old, and could

not be fo ferviceable to us as he wiflied.

We employed our time in buying up pepper, as aforefaid, till the zSth of July,

then we took our leave of the King ; and upon his earnefl: and reiterated requefl:, did

at lafl: promife to fpare him our two gunners to go about three hundred miles up the

country, to fliew them how to ufe their cannon againft the rebels. We fet out for

Tatas again, having been fix days abfent from our fhips and houfe.

Our paflage down in the day'was as pleafant, as our fatigue was great in coning

up in the night : for we had a very flrong current, by means of which we made forty

miles in lefs than five hours. The water in fome places, and at certain times, is as

rapid as under London Bridge at half flood : the river is about thirty yards broad at

the wideft, and is mighty pleafant, becaufe of the thick woods, and lofty trees on

t'ach fide always green ; full of ftrange birds and monkeys, a great many of which

we fliot. There is a fmall town that lay on our ftarboard fide, or right hand, in our

return, about three miles from Caytongee ; and another fomething larger on our lar-
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board fide, about eighteen miles from the faid city. Thefe we did not fee as we went

up, becauie it was dark. The latter has an ill-fhaped wooden caflle, with about eleven

guns pointing down the river ; but fo ill mounted, and the caflle, or rather fhed, fo

ill contrived that it is of no defence : I believe an open boat, with twenty armed men,

might drive the inhabitants out of both town and caflle. We paffed through another

larf^e town that alnioft joins to the upper part ol Tatas, and is called Quaen ; and about

nine at night we arrived at Cay Arrca's houfe in Tatas. He obliged us to flay with

him that night, though we had rather he would have excufed us, being very inuch

fatigued : but he being the chief trader in the country, we durfl not dilbblige him.

He told us. that his daughter was to be married on the morrow, and that we mufl flay

and fee the wedding ; which was indeed exceeding pleafant, far furpailing any cere-

mony of that nature I ever faw : I believe he made it the much more magnificent

upon the account of us flrangers being there. I fhall endeavour to give the befl account

of it I can.

The partitions of one of the largefl houfes in the town were pulled down, fo that

it was one entire room, to which another great apartment was added, to make fufli-

cient room for the guefls, being fome hundreds in number of the befl people in the

town : the cieling was hung with white linen reaching on each fide to the floor, which

was covered with curious cane mats. Round the room they hung the finefl of their

apparel ; and I believe what they had not of their own they borrowed of their neighbours.

At the upper end of the room was built a handlbme throne, or foufraw, having a canopy,

or teafler over it, not unlike our fine beds. There were many cufhions and pillows

piled up, but no perfons thereon. All the night before the wedding day their mufic kept

jangling (for fo I may properly fay), confifling of feveral brafs-pans, called gongs, from

the tenor to the bafe, which they beat moll unmercifully upon, whilft another tolTes up

and catches again a jingling chain ; others beat on fmall crooked irons, and fome keep

clinking of brafs-plates together : which jargon I can compare to nothing more like

than the rough mufic that the butchers make with their marrow-bones and cleavers,

the noife of a copper-fmith's Ihop, or even the thumping and jingling of chains by the

mad-folks in Bedlam. We laid down (where we were appointed) not far from the

mufic, in order to take a Httle reft ; but you may guefs how little we flept, our heads

being dinned with the noife of fuch a horrid concert. In the morning there was a

great number, of fmall flags and ftreamers hung round the door. All their large vef-

fels difplayed their colours, firing very often with their guns : and 1, to honour this

wedding, ordered our men to draw up and continue firing all the day in vollies, with

which the father was very well pleafed, and returned me many thanks. I'here were

alfo many of the Banjareens placed round about the houfe, who ceafed not firing and

fhouting all day long.

About three in the afternoon was ready a great feafl, according to cuftom, and vafl

numbers of people were placed together, according to their fundry flations or quality.

After they had eat plentifully, each man, rich and poor, had a finall bafl<.et given him

to put up and carry away the fragments in. I and my companions dined by ourfelves,

and what we eat not was given to the failors. Beetle, ceeree, and opium went about plen-

tifully, and had the fame efFeft among them as llrong liquors among us. Immediately

after dinner we faw driving down with the current, from the upper end of the town,

the feeming hulk ofa large fhip, of about two hundred tuns, very neatly built with canes

on a ftage, and covered with cloth painted, fo as to reprefent the fides of a real fhip : in

the middle of the quarter-deck was feated on a throne the bridegroom, with a coronet of

gold on his head, and a green bough in his hand j his body dyed yellow, having a linen

8 cloth
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cloth about his waift, his breafls gilt, and liis eye-brows fliaved clofe. Before him on the
deck flood a figure reprefenting anoftrich,orapelican,Ihave forgot which, of a large fize,

and gilt with gold; on the back of which was a charger filled with rice dyed with turmeric.
This fhip was full of people, and on the prow or forepart flood a man in a very antic
drefs, with a broad fword in his right hand, and a fliield on his left arm, in a chal-
lenging or defying pofture ; while round the vefTel were numbers of boats, and fmall
veflels called guntins, that fired continually on pretence of attacking the large fhip

wherein the bridegroom was. At length fhe was drove down to the houfe clofe to a
flage that floated before the door, and a ladder was put down, by which at firft came
out of this fhip twelve young vi^omen, with gold, filver, and brafs bowls, containing pre-
fents for the bride, who fat on a throne in the houfe, at the upper end of the room : flie

likewife fent prefents to the bridegroom, who flopped at the door, and was met by the
prieft ; who, after faying a few words, fcattcred fome dyed rice over him as a token or an
omen of plenty, which caufed a great fliout among the people, and an extraordinary
firing of guns. Then he was conduced to the bride, and fat down on her right hand.
After a little while all the people withdrew, and only they two were left together.

This was his fecond wife, the firft living with him alfo, for polygamy is no fin among
them ; and a man has the liberty of marrying as many wives as he can purchafe and
maintain. They all buy their wives, and on the leaft difgufl or offence they turn them
home to their parents again. A man indeed in any coniiderable flation mufl, for his

grandeur, keep up the number of his wives : fo that if one is turned away, or dies, he
muft purchafe another ; and generally a young one, when perchance he is old enougl)

to be her grandfather.

On the 6th of Augufl we received a compliment of welcome from the Sultan of Ne-
garree, with a fmall prefent of the fruit of that country ; for which we were obliged to

make a return, they always expedling fomething of greater confequence in lieu of
what they give, which is no more than a genteel way of begging. We were now
fettled in our floating houfe. where we had a vafl; number of vifitants, which at firft

was troublefome to us, as well as a hindrance of our bufinefs. But we were forced to

bear it patiently, becaufe it is a cuflom among the Banjarecns to keep their houfes free

and open to one another. We were chiefly plagued with this inconveniency when we
were at dinner ; for then our fii-ft room was crowded with a great number of them,

who in a rude manner would have always fomething to fay to us. We had no other

place to eat in, and to meet and agree with them, or to weigh our pepper. But we
were not long troubled at this rate, before we had a hog's head roafted, without any

defign to affront them ; which, when brought upon the table frightened them all

away, and we were left to ourfelves ; it being againll the principles of their religion to

eat, touch, or even be where any fwinc's flelh is.

The Banjarecns are the greatefl lovers of opium imaginable ; it works the famcefFeft

on them as wine and other flrong liquors do on us. When it is taken moderately it

exhilarates and revives the fpirits, and diflipatcs all drowfincfs or fleep ; but when taken

to excels it caufes heavinefs, fleep, flupidity, and illnefs. Their method of taking it is

by boiling a quantity of opium in water to a thick confiftency ; then ftccping their

tobacco in it, they roll it into fmall pellets as big as grains of peafe ; and having thus

prepared it, when they defign to be merry, a large difh is brought with a lighted lamp

in it round which the company fits crofs-legged in a circle ; the malter of the feafl

begins, and taking a large pipe, puts into it one of thefe pellets and fmokes it, blowing

the fmuke out both at his mouth and non;rils, which feldom holds longer than three

or four whilFs at niofl ; then he gives the pipe (for they ufe but one, let them be never

R 2 fo
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fo many in company) to the next perfon on his right hand, who does the fame ; and

fo they continue fnioking fcveral rounds till they are very much intoxicated. They
are fenfible that it fliortens life, yet the pleafure is fo great they cannot abftirin from it.

Befules, their women, who are very wanton and falacious in that hot climate, exhort them

to it, with views to their own fatisfaftion and pleafure, it being a great incentive to

venery. I was once prevailed upon to fnioke one of thefe lumps, and indeed I found

it had the fame elFect as if I had drank, a bottle of the flrongeft wine, only with this

difference, that I found a more than ordinary livelinefs, delight, and fuch a merry dif-

pofition, that I think human nature cannot long bear the pradice of it. However they

do not take opium to that excefs as the Javans do : for the latter will fometimes take

fuch a quantity as makes them diftractcd, running in a defperate manner through the

flreets, with their creice or dagger drawn, and killing all they meet. This they call

runing ammook. When a perfon is fallen into fuch a fit of madnefs, it is lawful for

any man to difpatch him by what means he can, but they are generally fhot, or run

through with fpears by the foldiers. I was told a remarkable Itory of this kind by a

perfon that was eye-witnefs to the faft : a certain Javan who ran ammook in Batavia,

and had killed feveral men, women, and children (the place being very populous),

but was at lafh met by a foldier, who ran him through the body with a pike ; notwith-

flanding which the wretch prefTed and thruft himfelf forwards on the pike (which was

half through him) towards his adverfary, till he got near enough to flab him with his

dagger, fo they both died on the fpot. They reckon that opium makes them valiant,

as well as lafcivious.

1 have given fome hints ah*eady In general of the commodities of this country. Thofe
of this port are more particularly pepper, of which they can generally fupply you
with two or three thoufand tuns every year ; alfo long pepper, dragons-blood, the beft

in the world, bezoar of niofl forts, and particularly the fine monkey bezoar, gold,

jambe canes, rattans, the befl camphire unrefined, and fundry drugs brought thither

by the Chinefe. Here are alfo rough diamonds, from three carats downwards : I faw

none to be fold of greater weight. I fhall hereafter give the bell inftruftions I can

towards managing a trade with them ; and alfo the price current of fome goods I

bought there. I muft own they were dear bought ; but we being the firft fhips of

our country that went thither fince the deflruftion of the fafliory, were obliged in

fome meafure to comply with many inconveniences : but if fhips were fent thither con-

Ilantly in the fame manner as we were, there would be greater variety of goods to be

fold, which with good management might be procured much cheaper.

They have no particular handicrafts among them, except carpenters and goldfmiths

;

but every one in general has a genius to carving, and with their fmall ill formed knives

they carve the heads of their creices in a very pretty manner. Thefe heads are gene-

rally of ivory, but fometimes of wood.

I'hey have a fort of boats which they call flying praws, from their fwiftnefs in failing.

They are made of the trunk of a tree hollowed, and fharpened at both ends, not much
unlike the flern of our wherries. They have no keel nor rudder, but are fleered in a
different manner from ours, over the quarter, with very long but fmall paddles,

whereof one, that is thirty feet long is not above twelve or fourteen inches over. Their
feats are acrofs, raifed above the gunnel or fide of the boat, where they fit with their

legs in the bottom ; and to prevent their overfetting, they fix two long poles or out-

layers, one acrofs the fore-part, and another acrofs the after-part of the boat, each
end being run into a large bamboo. Being thus fixed, and fitted with a large mat fail,

they will run fometimes at the rate of twenty-four miles an hour j and when it blows

9 hard.



A VOYAGE TO BORNEO. I25

hard, the people run out and in on the outlayers, according as the gale is frellicr or

abates, to keep the boat upright.

The Chinefe that live among them are the only perfons that have fhops tolerably

well furniihed : they fet them off with coarfe chintz, calicoes, baftees, tea, drugs.

China-ware, and many other things.

Their current money is dollars, half and quarer-dollars ; and for fmall change they

have a fort of leaden calh, being fmall rings llrung on a kind of dry kaf.

The pepper is not cured till about the middle of September ; however we con-

tinued buying feveral quantities that were of the lafl: year's producl ; but when it was
cured, they brought fome every day to the door of our houie in their praws, but in

very fmall parcels ; fometimes under a pecul, and fometimes four or five, which we
weighed by a large dotchin or flilliard that belonged to the town, the truth of which
we had tried by our own weights. We paid them for it on the delivery, and fometimes

went to their houfes in our long-boat, and weighed off thirty or forty peculs at a
time, for which we paid them prefently, and brought it to our houfe. We were now
put to great flreights for room to flow it in, till we had an opportunity to fend it on
board, which we were prevented by rain, wind, and many other accidents, for two or

three days. We had loaded our houfe fo deep that we feared its finking ; fo we
thought proper to buy a veffel, that might ferve us in lieu of a ftorehoufe. We accord-

ingly bought one of Cay Arrea for fifty pieces of eight, which held about two hundred
peculs. This alfo ferved to carry it down to our Ihip. We continued buying and
weighing of pepper till the igth of Augufl, and feveral of the great men of the

country came to fee us, fometimes on board, but oftener at our houfe, to whom our

interefl obliged us to Ihew great civility. We were daily entreated to lend money to

feveral of thefe Oran-Cays, with mighty promifes of being faithfully repaid in pepper j

mofl of which propofals we put off, but were obliged to comply with forae, and always

took care to have fuch fecurity as not to make bad debts.

On the 20th we had another invitation to go to Caytongee, from the Sultan of Ne-
garree, who came thither above two hundred miles to fee us. Accordingly I went,

together with Mr. Swartz and Mr. Becher, leaving a proper perfon behind to buy
what pepper fhould offer in our abfence. We arrived there the 21 ft, and had admit-

tance to him, having made him a prefent. He thanked us for the fmall arms we had

fpartd his brother the Sultan of Caytongee, but heartily preffed for more ; but we
excufed ourfelves. Our reception was much the fame as we had from the Sultan of

Caytongee, therefore I will not trouble the reader with the particulars. I fliall only

add, that he is a man of a middle flature, well proportioned, and of a good countenance.

The next day we made a vifit to the Prince of Negarree, at his houfe at Martapoora,

or Matapoora, a town fo called, about ten miles wide of the city of Caytongee on the

banks of a finall river, that falls into the former, and is fo narrow that in fome places

we had not room enough for our oars. This part of the country is never overflown,

and is exceeding pleaiant. The Prince's palace is as good as that of the Sultan at Cay-

tongee ; there area few guns placed round it, and he has a finall armoury, confilting of

firelocks, match-locks, blunderbuflcs, piftols, brafs rantackers or fwivel guns. Thofe

people look upon him as the greatefl of generals, and he is as renowned among them

for his courage, conduft, and fuccefs as the great Uuke of Marlborough Is ail over

ot'r part of the world. Both the Sultans of Caytongee and Negarree (who are bro-

t/iers) have their chief dependence on his conduct and management of their wars,

imagining him to be invincible. He entertained us very civilly, and treated us with an

excellent dimiec of vcnifon, ;kc. He was plcafcd to give us an account of the ftate of

the
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the rebels, and of the caufe, which I hinted at before, of their rifing ; how that he had

headed the Sultan's forces twice againft them, and having routed them each time, had

brought down feveral of their chief prifoners to His Majefty, who thinking to win their

affeftions by clemency, pardoned them, and having loaded them with feveral prefents

and marks of his tender indulgence, he fent them back, exhorting them to continue

ftedfaft in their duty and loyalty towards him for the future. However, that this had

no eifect upon their ftubborn ungrateful minds, but that they rebelled a fecond time.

That he was now defired again by the Sultan to march againft them ;
" but (adds he)

if I do, I fhall take care not to bring them hither to be puniflied."

The day proved very rainy, which prevented the defign he had of giving us the

diverfion of ftag-hunting, for which purpofe he had ordered horfes to be got ready for

us. He told us their method of hunting, viz. feveral men well mounted, with fpears

about fix feet long in their hands, take out one or two of their mongrel dogs, who

foon rouze the game, which is in a very little time run down (the deer in that country

being very fat, and confequently eafy to be overtaken) by the dogs and horfes, and

then they ftick them with their fpears. We diverted ouifelves in the afternoon with

fhootinq; at a mark with his cannon, over which he had caufcd a flied to be built while

we were at dinner, to flielter us from the rain, which was very violent. I have great

reafon to believe that they get a great part of their gold at the head of this river, which

cannot be much farther up the country, by reafon of the prodigious high hills that arc

not far from hence. One Cay Deponatee informed me, that this river fprings from

the top of one of the higheft of thefe mountains, from which it falls in a moft wonder-

ful cataraft. Having taken our leave of the Prince, we returned that night to Cayton-

gee, and lay at Cay Demon's houfe, which we preferred to Cay Arrea's, by reafon we

had there much better lodgings and entertainment. The next day we returned to our

factory. At this time the rainy feafon was begun, but the land was not yet overflown

about the city of Caytongee.

Whilft we continued here buying our cargo, the gunner of the Borneo, and mine,

went up with the Indians on the 3d of September, according to the promife we made

to the Sultan, to aflift againft the rebels. Thefe wars retarded very much our loading,

and the rains being now come, we were very much afraid that the enemy could not

be fubdued this vear ; if fo, it was impoffible for us to load both our fhips : but on the

14th we were fonicwhat encouraged by the coming of the Prince of Negaree with fix

praws of war, and a great number of men, it being in his way ; for he muft have come

down this fmaller ftream to go up the main river againft the rebels. He caufed his

fhips to anchor before our houfe, and did us the honour to come to fee us. He made

us the compliment of telling us, that it was chiefly for our fakes that he was prevailed

upon to go againft them any more, and that if he had fuccefs he would immediately

difpatch our loading. However the rains continued fo violently, that we were very

dubious of the poifibility of his attacking them, or of the pepper's being cured that

feafon. This made us confider, whether it was proper to keep both our fhips there in

expedation, or to difpatch one to Bencouli in the ifland of Sumatra, before the wefterly

monfoons were fet in ; for if not, fhe muft have lain fix months longer on demurrage

in this port : and flioulJ we not find pepper enough for us both, it would have been

a great and needlefs trouble to us, and expence to our mafters. After having con-

fidered thereon, we refolved to fend away our confort the Borneo. Our gunners were

now returned from Negarree, and gave us an account that the rebels had been forced

to retire, by reafon of the rains that had already overflown a great part of the country

about that place ; that they had attacked the caftle, but were repulfed.

We
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We fent meffengers on the 29th of September, to acquaint the Sultan of Caytongce,
that the expiration of our time was near at hand (there being but fifteen days to come),
and that we had not yet the fourth part of our loading ; and moreover that the Chi-
nefe and feveral of his fubjeds had hoarded up their pepper, in hopes to fell it for a
greater price to the Chinefe junks, when they (hould come, which was not accordintj-

to our contract : that in cafe we were not foon fupplied, we Ihould have the wefterly

monfoons to encounter with : that likewife his fubjetts refufed to take two-thirds of our
money, though it be fuch as all other nations accept of: and in fine, we defired that

he would be pleafed to think of fome expedient to load us both, otherwife we ihould

be obliged to fend one away to fome other port. On the 3d of Oftober the meflen-

gers returned, and told us, that His Majefty expreffed great concern for our difappoint-

ment, and was againfl: our fending away one of our fhips, affuring us that he would
oblige his fubjefts to bring in all their pepper at the contracted price, and hoped to

find an expedient for our light money. Accordingly he fent fome perfons the next

day down to fearch both Tatas and Ouaen, with orders to feize all fuch pepper as the

people fliould relufe to fell us at the price firfl agreed on. However we found no
probability of loading both ; therefore we difpatched away the Borneo with the over-

plus of our money (being eleven thoufand pieces of eight), -alfo two hundred and
twenty-four bags of faltpetre, rel'erving to ourfelves as much as would be fulficient, as

near as we could guefs, to purchafe the remainder of my loading.

On the 2 1 ft of October I, with two other fupercargoes, went in my long-boat over

the bar with the faid fhip, and took our leave of the captain about nine at night, in

order to return to mine. We rowed and failed moft part of the night for the river's

mouth ; but it being very dark we loft our way, and had like to have gone up the

river Byajo, amongft the wild Indians ; but perceiving our miflake we came to anchor,

and waited till day, keeping a ftrift watch tor fear of being furprifed by any of the

Byajo men. The evening following we arrived on board, much tired, and from thence

we proceeded towards Tatas, where we arrived the 23d, towards night.

We were not long there ere we were fenfible how exaftly the King's orders were

put in execution for feizing the pepper, and forcing the owners to bring and fell it to

us. There was alfo a larger quantity brought into town than we could i)ave imagined,

by reafon of many dry days that happened, which is very uncommon in this feafon, fo

that now we began to repent that we had fent away xhc other lliip ; therefore, hearing

that fhe was ftill not far oft' on the coaft, we difpatched our long-boat with orders for

her return, but could not find her. This pepper foon filled my ihip, and the overplus

of the money I employed in buying gold, 'fhe price and manner of purchafing it I

fhall hereafter mention.

My fliip being loaded, I failed out of the port of Banjar Maffeen on the ift of No-

vember 17 14, and anchored on the other fide of the bar, in four fathoms and half

water, about four leagues from the (hore, having good anchor ground there. We had

now our water to fill and provifions to bring on board, becaufe I was willing lo go

over the bar as light as I could to prevent our grounding, which we performed very

happily, though it was in the night, and we drew thirteen feet eight inches water : and

whatever may, or has been faid of that bar, if care be taken to find out the dcepeft

water of it, any fliip, though fhe draws fifteen feet water, may go over with great

fafety.

The next day about three in the afternoon (having taken care to fee the fliip well

moored) I fet out in my pinnace towards the factory, the wind blowing very h.ird : at

night we reached the river's mouth, and fo rowed all night, till about four in the

morning
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morning we got to Tatas. During our flay here, from the beginning, ve had great

plenty of fifl], fowl, fruit, potatoes, yams, cucumbers, deer, goats' flefli, &c. brought

to our door every morning early in fmall boats by women, oi whom we bought what

-we wanted, and that at a very reafonable rate. This was, they owned, the grcatell

opportunity they ever knew of getting fo much money in fo fhort a time ; for when
the Englifli faftory was there before, there was always fuch enmity and inveterate

hatred between them, that the natives declared they never carried to them the tenth

part of -what they did us, being willing to have as little to do with them as pofTible.

They owned to us that they poifoned one Captain Barry, who was chief of the fcttle-

inent, and that they did it fo cunningly that the reft of the Englifli had no fufpicion of

them. It is moft certain that they had a great hatred againft all that belonged to that

factory, and even the whole Englifli nation for their fake, which made us meet with

more difEcuIties than ordinary. It was an imprudent thing of thofe gentlemen to have

given them occafion of having fo barbarous a notion of the principles and behaviour of

all their countrymen. It is true, we took all the pains imaginable by an honeft, civil,

complaifant way of behaviour and dealing, to remove this great prejudice out of their

minds ; though I muft own we found it a pretty hard tafk, they being fo prepofTefTed

with an opinion of our bafenefs and barbarity. I believe, indeed, that the great confi.

•dence we put in them, by converfing civilly and familiarly with them, eating, drinking,

and fmoking frequently with them, and trufting ourfelves fo far up in the country

among them, did not contribute a little to make them have a greater value for us than

for other ftrangers. They are certainly the moft peaceable people in the world to one
another, quarrelling feldom or never among themfelves, and avoiding above all things

any occafion of giving an affront, becaufe when once it is given, it is never to be for-

•got ; for they exceed even the Italians in revenge. They were ftrangely furprifed to

fee two of our failors fight with one another at handy-cufis ; and when the battle was
over, and perhaps both veiy bloody, to fee them fit down in a friendly manner over a

bowl of punch, fhaking each other by the hand, as merry and as intimate as if they had
never quarrelled. To fatisfy them on that point, we told them, that if our quarrels

were never fo great we never bore each other malice. I cannot omit mentioning an
inftance of their timidity and fear of feeing their own or any other perfon's blood :

one day I being indifpofed, ordered the chirurgeon to bleed me, Cay Ueponattee and
feveral others of the natives being in the room, and being ftrangers to fuch an opera-

tion, were in a great amaze to know what we were about to do j till at laft the vein

being opened, they faw the blood gufh out, whereupon they ran immediately out of
the room in a great fright, crying out, " Oran gela attee" that is, the man's heart or

mind is foolifli ; telling us, that we let out our very fouls and lives willingly, which
they faid was very ill done ; to which I anfwered, that their diet being mean, and
their drink only water, they had no occafion for bleeding ; but that we who drank fo

much wine and punch, and fed upon fo much flefh, which rendered the blood hot and
rich, had an abfolute necefBty of doing it, otherwife we fhould be fick. " Aye, (fays

Cay Deonattee,) I think that fhews you to be ftill greater fools, in putting yourfelves to

fuch great charges on purpofe to receive pain for it."

To convince him that bleeding on fome occafions was abfolutely necefTary, I put
him in mind of the wonderful effeft he had formerly feen it produce ; for he, with

others, being entertained by us on board, to honour them we fired feveral great guns.
Therfe was on quarter-deck a young monkey lately caught, which was fo frightened at

the noife, and overcome by the fmell of the powder, that he fell down dead to all

appearance. Mr. Henly, chirurgeon of the Borneo, being prefent, offered me to bring

him
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him to life again. I told him he would do very well to fliew fuch an experiment before
thefe ignorant perfons ; whereupon he bled him in the fore leg, which immediately-
revived the monkey, and made him ftip about as briflcly as ever. This feemed no
fmall miracle to them, and gave them a great opinion of our ability : " for (faid they)
if you can bring a dead beaft to life, no doubt but you can bring a dead man alfo."

They efleem him the beft qualified and mofl ingenious man, that can mofl: over-
reach and cheat his neighbour by falfe weights, meafurcs, &c. neither do they reckon
it a fault, but glory in it as a mafi;er-piece of wit. They often ufed to call us fools

when we have prevented their cheating themfelves by a millake in weighing goods, &c.
Sometimes they would bring to our faftory poor ignorant fellows out of the country
(having a parcel of pepper to fell) who could neither read, write, or underftand the
weights : and the perfon in whom they confided in town to fee juftice done to them
in difpofmg thereof to the beft advantage, ufed to whii'per one of uf, that in weighing
the pepper we ftiould fay eighty pounds when there was one hundred or thereabouts,

and fo fet it down ; that, fays he, we may divide the overplus between us ; which we
always refufed to do, and rejefted his propofal with indignation ; telling the fimple
owners, that whenever they came by themfelves, though they underftood not the

weights, yet they fhould not fail to have juftice done them, and that we fcorned to take

any more than our due. We took all occafions to make them have the beft opinion

of us that poflibly could be, to the end that if ever we were fent thither again, we
might not only be the more able to ferve the Honourable Company, but alfo that we
may thereby give them a good opinion of all Chriftians in general, that may have occa-

fion hereafter to go thither. By our equitable way of dealing we infinuated ourfelves

very much into the Sultan's favour, who, as I mentioned before, is really a Prince of
very honeft moral principles ; and alfo into the good efteem of the generality of his

trading fubjefts, who had a great value for us upon the account of our plain honeft

dealings.

Having now in a manner finiftied my affairs in this country, I fliall give a fhort

account of my laft journey to Caytongee to take my leave of the Sultan. I fet out

from Tatas on the 8th of November, in company with Mn Swartz and Mr. Becher
before mentioned, in a praw rowed up by the Indians ; for we were now fo intimate

with them, that we could as well truft ourfelves with them alone as with our own men.
We arrived there on the loth, and took up our quarters at our old friend Cay De-
mon's houfc, where we were made heartily welcome. We fat very merry till about

eight at night, when, preparing to go to bed, we heard all on a fudden a moft terrible

outcry, mixed with fquealing, hallowing, whooping, firing of guns, ringing and clatter-

ing of gongs, or brafs pans, that we were greatly ftartled, imagining nothing lefs but that

the city was furprifed by the rebels. I ran immediately to the door, where I found my
old fat landlord roaring and whooping like a man raving mad. This incrcafed my
aftoniftiment, and the noife was fo great that I could neither be heard, nor get an an-

fwer to know what the matter was. At laft I cried as loud as pofiibly I could to the

old man to know the reafon of this fad confufion and outcry, who in a great fright

pointed up to the heavens, and faid, " Ixatjoo Shatan dca Macon Boolon ;" which fig-

nifies, " Look there, fee the devil is eating up the moon." I was very glad to hear

that there was no other caufe of iheir fright but their own ignorance. It was only a

great cclipfe of the moon. I fmiled, and told him that there was no danger ; that in a

little while the moon would be as well as ever. Whereupon catching faft hold of my
ileeve, as I was returning to bed, he afkcd me if I was Aire of it, for they take us white

men to be very wife in thofe matters, i allured him I v. as, and that we always knew
VOL. XI. s many
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many years before when fuch a thing would happen ; thatit proceeded from a natural

caufe, according to the courfe and motion of the fun and moon, and that the devil had

no hand in it. After the cclipfo was over, the old man being not a little rejoiced, took

me in, and after much difcourl'c upon the nature of fuch a thing, I proinifed to give

him an account to an hour when fuch another fliould happen ; which I did accord-

ingly fome few days after. He feemed to be doubtful of the truth, but told me, that

if what I faid fliould happen true, though not to an hour, but within twenty-four

hours of the time I had calculated it to, he would then believe his pricfts no longer

touching that fubjeft.

Finding that we were like to flay here fome days before we could have admittance

to the Sultan, we propofed in the interim to go to fee the Prince at Martapoora : as we
went, we met him hunting by the river-fide. He told us, that he Ihould come to

Caytongee before our departure thence, wherefore we returned back. That night we
had news from the fadory, that our gunting was loft in Tomborneo-road, jnlf a-ftern

of our fliip, the men having narrowly efcaped with their lives ; alfo that our houfe

having broken its moorings, drove feveral miles down the river, and might have gone

to fea had it not been for the kind afliftance of our neighbours, who came with their

boats and ropes, and towed it up the next flood. The next day we had admittance to

the Sultan, who received us now in a private manner, without any ftrange company or

retinue as formerly. He expreffed fome concern for our departure, and, becaufe the

other fhip was gone away without her loading from his port, he gave us mofl; prefllng

invitations to return again ; affuring us that there fhould be pepper enough pi'epared to

load tvi'o or three (hips without lofs of time, though they fliould be much bigger than

ours. We thanked His Majefl;y, and at firft pretended an indifi:erency, telling him, that

the price was very great, that we came a vafl: long way, and feared that we flipuld get

nothing by it. He anfwered us, that ere we came again it would be much cheaper.

He further defired me to bring him fundry things, which he made me write down,

and' faid that he would pay exactly for them, and that the price fliould be allowed us

out of the cuftoms. He caufed three gold plates to be made of the form and fize

here marked, of which he gave one to me, another to Mr. Swartz, and the third to

Mr. Becher ; and told us, that was a token of his friendfliip, and a chop or grant of
,

trade, having the flamp of his great feat on it ; that on the producing it at our return,

he would not only protect us, but grant us the liberty of trade in any part of his domi-

nions ; then he wifhed us, in a hearty manner, a good voyage, and a fpeedy return. I

have here inferted the words that are on the gold chop, as alfo the Englifli of them, as

near as I can, viz.

De ca Tavvon Zeib, daen ca Boolon Dulcaidat,

Eang Sultan Derre Negvee Caytongee, dea

Cafle enec Chop pada anacooda Becckman.

That is,

In the year Zeib, and the moon Dulcaidat,

The Sultan of Caytongee gave this chop to Captain Beeckman.

The prince alfo defired us to bring him feveral things, and obliged me to write them,

down. After this, we took our leave, and proceeded on our return to Tatas. The
country was then all overflowed, and afforded a difnial profpefl: : the fields where the

cattle ufed to graze, when we were there lafl:, were now covered with water, and the

people obliged to go from houfe to houfe in boats. Thofe mighty inland floods drove

us down with great expedition by reafon of the rapidity of the currents. We fpent

the remaining part of our time in buying gold, and in clearing all matters, that we
I might
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might part as fairly and friendly as poffible : in the mean time, I thought proper to go
<io\vn on board to fee how forward our affairs were there, and whether there was any
room for more pepper. Accordingly, on the i2lh of November, a'bout ten in the

morning, I fet out in the long boat, with fix men only and the mate, flic being deep
laden with provifions, arrack, and canes : about five at night we got to the river's

mouth, where we caft anchor, refolving to lie there that night, and not venture to fea

in the dark, by reafon the mate had forgot to bring a compafs in the boat. We had
not been there long, when the fairnefs of the weather made us alter our refolution ; fo

we weighed, in hopes to get that night on board the fliip that lay about feven leagues

from the river's mouth : but we had not been at fea above two hours, when there

arofe a very great ftorm, and fo much rain, that we could fee neither fliip nor fhore

:

our cafe was very defperate, having an old leaky boat, a long dark night, and no com-
pafs. We fpent the night driving up and down till daylight ; neither were we then in

a better condition, for the wind began to blow much more violently, the florm increafed,

and the vi'eathcr fo hazy, that we could not fee the length of ten or twenty yards on
either fide of us : So that finding the fea fwell moil boifteroufly, we found that unlefs

we lightened the boat, we muft inevitably perifli. Hereupon I cauf.^d two thjrty gallon

cafks of arrack, that were in the bows of the boat, to be (laved, and the liquor to be

heaved overboard in buckets. This made the boat more lively ; however we could

not get fight of our fliip till about ten o'clock. We were mightily overjoyed when we
faw her, and made the befl; of our way, expeding to be on board in a fliort time : but

alas ! how eafily are human hopes fruflated. On a fudden the wind flew about to the

fouth-wefl: and blew much harder, though we were now fo near her that we waved our

hats at each other, yet we could get no aflifl:ance, neither could we hold the w^ind any

longer ; but were forced to go before it, let it drive us where it would : notwithfl:anding

all the art we could ufe, we lofl: fight of the fliip again in lefs than half an hour. We
could expedl nothing then but death ; for the feas increafed fo prodigioufly, that we
were forced to fl;ave two cafks more of arrack, and heave it over, befides fe\'en hundred

canes that lay in our way ; and as an addition to our misfortune, a fmall cagg that had

fome boiled fowls and bread in it, was in the hurry thrown overboard alfo : fo that we
had no viftuals left, nor drink but arrack, which laft was the only thing that kept life

in us ; for the rains had held us now almcft forty-eight hours, which fo extremely

chilled us, that our teeth chattered in our heads ; and we were in a flirange fickly con-

dition, by being fo long a time fopped in rain and fait water. At lafl: we difcovered fome

trees a-head ofour boat, which was rather a terror to us than a comfort; for firfl we were

tofled with fuch violent feas, that we feared our boat would be daflied in pieces againfl: the

fliore, which it was not in our power to keep clear from. We knew of no harbour, or

what fort of people we might fall in with, or whether there were any inhabitants or no;

and then we had neither fire nor provifions; and our pieces were fo wet that they could

not be ferviceable to us, either in killing wild fowl or beads for our fufl:cnance, or in

defending ojrfelvcs againfl: any barbarians among whom we might be call, befides the

danger of being drowned; fo that we were in a mofl; deplorable condition, liowever,

when no hopes feemed to be left, and nothing appeared but (as the poet fays) Plurima

7)wrtis imago, " a manifold image of death," it pleafed God to drive our boat againfl: the

mouth of«^ fmall creek ; there was a bar, or bank of fand, before it, againfl: which our

boat being toflTed by a ftrong fea, flie ftuck at the firfl: blow, it being ebb, but the feas

continued to break over our heads, and fometimes over the very top of our mafl:.

However, the fea falling ofl" foon by reafon of the ebb, we were left dry on the laid

bank, about a mufliet's length from the fliore, there being a confiderable depth of

s 2 water
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water between us and land. As faint and benumbed as we were, being ftarved both

with hunger and cold, we plucked up our fpirits, and the wind being fomewhat

abated, we leaped overboard up to our middles in the fea, and as the tide came in

fo we launched the boat a head, till at length we got her over the fand into deeper

water, and fo into the narrow creek about twenty feet over, and covered with trees.

Now night was coming on again, and the rains Itill continuing made it mofl intolerably-

cold, we having nothing to fliifr us, or fire to warm ourfelves. The boat being moored,

we fent two of our men on fliore to fee if there were any houfes or inhabitants: they

faw nothing but an old hut, covered up one fide with Cajan leaves to keep out the

wefterly winds ; alfo a little pathway, which they having followed for about half a mile

returned back again, being afraid to go farther, left, being unarmed, they might be

attacked by the wild bcafts. They having brought us no comfortable news, we began

to fearch the boat, and found fome potatoes that had been all the while foaking in

arrack and falt-\^ater : however, we eat them raw very greedily. Before it was quite

dark, we efpied a man making down towards the fea, who, as we afterwards found,

had fome fifhing-gear there: he was mightily ftartled when we fpoke to him. We
told him, that the Itrefs of weather had drove us into that place; that if he could help

us to fome fire, rice, or other provifions, we would pay him honeftly ; and further to

gain his favour, we gave him a knife, a burning glafs, and fome other trifles that I had

in a little box. This pleafed the old man, who offered us his hut to lie in ; but we
refufed, thinking ourfelves lafer in our boat, though not fo well fheltered. He made
a fire by rubbing two fmall pieces of dry wood together (which we afterwards endea-

voured to do but could not), and gave us fome rice, and a fmall earthen pot to boil

it in. Then he went to the place where his ware was, and in a little time brought us a

mullet and a cat-fifli : in the mean time, we found a fmall piece of raw falt-beef, that

had been trod under foot in the bottom of the boat, which we boiled with the cat-fifh,

the broth whereof I thought then was the belt that I ever eat. He told us, that there was

a town about three miles ofl'; but that he, his brother, and his daughter, lived at this hut,

getting their livelihood by what fifh they could catch, and fell to the townfmen. The
river that runs here into the fea, is called Bowalajoong : when you are in Tomberneo
r-oad, bring Tanjong Salatan to bear fouth-fouth-eafl, and Tomberneo fouth-eaft quarter

fouth, then Bowalajoong river fliall bear eaft quarter fouth of you. I take it to be a

better place to water at than Tomberneo.
We were now come to life again, and had almoft forgot our late melancholy fcene.

We lay there in our boat three days and three nights longer, ere the wind and rain

abated: then we got our boat over the bar, and fet to fea. After fome time, the wea-

ther being then pretty clear, we got fight of our fhip again, and arrived happily that,

day on board, having been fix days and fix nights in our boat expofed to the ifrefs of

weather, and all the dangers of perilliing imaginable. We had fuiiered fo much by
cold, hunger, and wet, that all our lives were in danger

;
particularly one Mr. Law-

rence Orchard had got fuch a terrible cold by it, that he died in a few days after,

and another efcaped very narrowly ; for my own part, though I held out the beft of

any of the company, after the firft night's reft in my bed, 1 was fo ftiff, and had fuch

a pain all over my bones, that I was hardly able to ftir. Our people on board, as

well as thofe at the faftory, had given us over for loft. *

I fet out again for Tatas on the 30th of November, and arrived there next morning
;

where I found Mr. Becher very dangeroufly ill of a fever, and light headed. There
was one Cay Deponattee, a very honeft man, who often ufed to vifit us : he happened

8 to
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to come one day, when Mr. Becher was delirious, and perceiving him to be very
earnefl: in fpeaking, he afked us what he talked of? We told him, he was feila, that

is, light-headed ; and we explained to him what extravagant things he faid. Where-
upon he told us, that he was polleffed with the devil, and that it was not he that fpoke,

but the devil that was within him. He begged that we would carry fome fowls, rice

and fruit, and offer it to the devil in the woods, where they have certain places for

that purpofe, and that then the devil would leave him ; for, fays he, what fignifies

the expence? We anfwered him, that we knew better things, and that his illnefs did

not proceed from what he imagined ; that we Chriftians feared not the devil, for

that he had no power to hurt any, but thofe that put their truft in him, and not

in God, The old man laughed at our notions, and faid, that their Sultan was of

our opinion, but that for his own pavt he knew otherwife by experience. The next
4ay he came to fee him again ; and upon his enquiring how he did, Mr. Becher (being

then fenfible) anfwered him, that he was fomething better, but that he had a great pain

acrofs his ftomach. "Aye," fays the old man, " I told you yefterday what the matter was,,

but you are fools, and would not believe me, nor be ruled by me 5 for though the

devil is gone, he has fniote you on the ftomach ; and without you follow my direclions,

you will certainly die in a very little time." Then he delired that his wife might go
and make fuch offerings ; but Mr. Becher anfwered, that flie might do what flie

pleafed, but not on his account ; for that he would rather lofe his life, than be
beholden to the devil for it.

The manner of thefe offerings is thus : when any perfon is very ill, efpccially in

the condition Mr. Becher was, imagining hini to be poffeffed, they buy the aforefaid

provifions ; and having dreffed them with as much care as if they were to make a

fplendid entertainment, they carry this banquet into the woods to a certain houfe or

filed, built always under the largeft trees near the water fide, where they leave it..

As to what ceremonies of prayer, &c. they ufe' on this occafion, I know not parti-

cularly ; only that they invite the devil very kindly to it, aifuring him that it is very

good, and well dreffed, and begging him to accept it. Now thefe woods are fo full

of monkies, that if never fo much was left at night they would devour all before

morning, which thefe ignorant creatures believe to be eaten by the devil ; and if the

perfon recovers, they think themfelvcs very much obliged to him for his civility and

good nature, and by way of thanks they fend him more : but if the perfon dies,

then they rail againft him, calling him a crofs ill-natured devil ; that he is often a

deceiver, and that he has been very ungrateful in accepting the prefent, and then

killing their friend : in fine, they are very angry with him. I fav; one of thefe

houies on the banks of the narrow river, where we paffed almoft daily, under a valt

tree, which is called the devil's tree. Tliey have befides, feveral other ways of

inchanting away diftempers, and fixing them fometimes on other pcrfons, as they

think. ()ne particular manner is thus : they make a thing in the form of a boat, but

fo little, that one may carry it in his hand ; into this they put fome offerings, and

fct it on the water, and let it go adrift ; but woe be to him, as they imagine, that

takes it up. 1 was once going to take up one of thofe diabolical ftorc-lliips as it floated

down the river ; but the natives cried out immediately, charging me not to touch it,

for that I fliould inftantly die, the devil would be in that rage with me, for intercepting

his provifions. I often enquired of them, whether they over faw the devil ; and being

anfwered in the affirmative, 1 offered to go any where with them to fee him ; but they

refufed to go purpofely on that account, by reafon he would be very angry at it, and

they
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they did not care to provoke him, he being mifchievous enough of himfelf. I afkcd

them in what fhape he did appear to them; they anfwered, like a flame of fire, and
that they only fee him in the woods. This convinced me that what they take for the

devil is only what we call in the country. Will in the wlfp, or Jack-a- lantern, fecn

chiefly in fuch fwampy wet grounds.

Thus much and more they retain of their Pagan cufloms. As to what they hold of

the Mahometan religion, which is what they pretend to profefs, I know that they allow

polygamy ; they keep Friday as a fabbath, and fafl: all the Bairam, as other Mahometans
do, in the day-time, and make great illuminations and feaftings in the night only. Some
are fo fl:ria that during the Bairam time, they will not fwallow fo much as their fpitlle

in the day. They fay their women have no fouls, but die like beafl:s ; and that they

are only defigned by God to gratify men's appetite; for which reafons the women are

never fuftered to ufe any divine worfliip. Some of the wifefl: of them hsve not fuch

averfion for Chrifliianity as other Mahometans, who generally are profeflTed enemies

to it : but thefe fpeak very refpeftfuUy of Jefus Chrift, and fay that he was a great

prophet. They believe that Adam was the firfl: man; that the world was once drowned,

which they have great reafon to do, feeing yearly fuch great deluges in their own
country ; and that there are people in the world, though none amonglT: them,

that they call Oran Moofa "(meaning the Jews), who they fay follow only the law of

Mofes, rejecling the doftrine of both Mahomet and Jefus.

I cannot think it would be a difficult matter to cfliablifh the Chriftian religion among
them. It is true, the Romifli miffioners attempted it formerly ; but aher making
many profelytcs they ruined their own defign, and lofl: their lives by their own obfli-

nacy and indifcreet zeal. Cay Deponattce, a man of the greateft character of probity

among them, told me, that feveral years ago there came into thofe parts a Portuguefe

padre, or monk, who by his courteous behaviour and endearing ways had gained a

great many to the Chriftian religion, but not content to preach among them, he miifl

needs venture up into the country among the barbarous inland people, called Byajos,

by whom he was cfuelly murdered. That feme few years ago (it being long after

the former was dead), there came another who fpoke the language as well as if he
were a native of that country ; that by his prefents, particularly of linen, and his fhew

of having fo little value for money, aflTuring them that his voyage thither was not out of

any motive of worldly interefl:, but to fave their fouls, he infinuated himfelf mightily into

their favour, and made great progrefs whilfl: among the Banjareens ; but that after

fome time he told them that the fpirit of his deceafed brother had appeared to him,

when in his own country, acquainting him how he was flain up in the inland country,

and ordering him to come thither ; that accordingly he was then come, and mufl: go
to the place where his brother was murdered. The Banjareens had great love and
refpefl: for him, and ufed all means to dilTuade him ; and particularly this Cay Depo-
nattee, who is my author, and was very intimate with him, preffed him extremely not

to venture himfelt, for that he could expecl nothing among fuch barbarous people but

to meet with the fame fate as the former had. However, all was in vain, for he was
refolved to go ; and faid, that if they put him to death he would glory in his fuffer-

ipgs. Accordingly, he went and made many profelytes, who built him a church, and
were ready even to worfhip him ; till at lafl they began to be difcontented and murmur
at the great expence he had put them to in adorning their church with gold, &c. and
more efpecially becaufe he had not performed his promife of fliewing them all their

deceafed friends ; whom indeed he promafcd they fhould fee in the other world, but

they
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they underftood it was to be in this world, neither could he beat that notion out of
their heads. So that taking him for a falfe prophet and an impoftor, fince his words
did not prove according as they underftood them, they put the poor man to a moft
cruel death, and demolifhed the church, which they looked upon as a decoy to cheat

them of all their riches. Now had he ftayed among the Banjareens I doubt not but he
might have fucceeded in hisdefigns, and have converted the whole civilized part of the

country : by which means and by the influence and power of thefe people, the gofpel

might have been more eafdy propagated among that other barbarous favage nation.

Neither was there lefs imprudence in endeavouring fo foon to perfuade them to part

with their riches, which they are fo fond of, to embellifh churches ; for that could be
done in due time, when they were better inftrufted in the principles of Chriftianifm.

Nor do 1 fee what necellity there was for fuch mighty ornaments more than the apoftles

required in the primitive times, among much more civilized and fenfible nations. But
no good ever comes of blind obftinate zeal.

There is but one mofque, or Mahometan church, in the town of Tatas, and is called

by them Mefajit. Every one that enters muft wafli his feet, and there hangs a piece of

linen at the door to wipe them dry. As to their manner of worfhip I can fay nothing,

for they will fuffer none to enter but fuch as are of their own religion ; but I have heard

them at prayers fometimes all night long. They circumcife their children when they are

about eight years of age, at which time the boys begin to cover their nakednefs ; but

the girls begin fooner, by rcafon they are at that age generally marriageable.

We hired a large gunting on the 6th of December, to carry on board a parcel of

pepper, that we had bought to complete our loading, together with our baggage and

the furniture of our houfe. Many perfons came to vifit us, and wifh us a happy

voyage, expreilmg a general concern for our departure : for we had lived fo long and

fo friendly with them, that we were in a manner naturalized there. Before our depar-

ture, our old friend Cay Deponattee defired a private conference with us. He ac-

quainted us, that the Sultan had enquired of him what he thought we were, whether

Company's fliips or feparate traders ; faying, that he was fometimes jealous that we
were not what we pretended j that however, be it how it would, we had behaved our-

felves very well, and had done nothing unfair, and therefore he fliould be glad to fee

us again. I then afked his opinion, whether he thought the Sultan would fuffer the

Company to trade, in cafe they fent thither again lie anfwered, that he did not know

but he might, provided proper perfons were fent, but that they had not yet forgot the

late ill treatment which they received from the Company's fervants. After this we
fell into fundry difcourfes in relation to the Company ; and I took no fmall pains to

give a true idea of the honour, riches, and fair dealings of that honourable body. I

found that their notions v/ere very odd of them, believing them to be a body of people

at variance with the goveinment in England, in the liune manner as the Byajcs are

againft their Sultan. How they came by this notion I know not, unlefs it were put in

their heads by.fomc feparate traders that ufed to load there, during the time of the

Company's fettlemcnt ; thinking by defaming them to eftablifii the better their own

intercft. He told me likt. wife, that the barbarous behaviour of thofe fervants had con-

firmed them in that opinion, but I perfuaded him as much as I could to the contrary.

On the loth, about noon, we departed out of town with colours Hying and trumpets

founding, in the fame manner as we came in ; leaving a perfon behind as itcurity till

the vefTel ret.urned. That night we anchored in China river, and the next day by noon

we got fafe on board. On the 14th Mr. Bcchcr, the chief fupcrcargo of njy fhip, died

oa
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on board of a violent fever ; and on the i8th our lin^uifl;, whom we had left at Tata*,

came on board very fick, for the rainy fealon being now well fet in, we all began to be

very mihealthy.

We weighed anchor the 21 ft, about fix in the morning, with a fmall gale of wind

at north-weft, and the next day about eight in the morning I took my departure from

Tanjong Salatan, whiclj fignifies the fouthermoft cape or head-land, it bearing eaft half

north feven leagues tliftance. I then direfted my courfe to pafs through the fti eights of

Bally, according to the orders I had received from my honourable mafters. Being now
at fea, where very little worthy ofremark happens, I ftiall take the opportunity of making

a fmall digreflion ; and, for the benefit of thofe who hereafter may be fent to this port,

give the beft inftrutlions and remarks I can, whereby a trade may be continued with

great advantage in the port of Banjar Maffeen.

If the fliips be there by the beginning of Auguft, it is foon enough to make the con-

trafts, and alfo to purchafe what pepper remains, if there be any of the laft year's crop,

which may forward your difpatch ; befides, it is better than what you buy afterwards,

as being better cured by the length of time, and confcquently will not wafte fo much in

weight in bringing over as the other. At your firft arrival I think it moft advifeable

to anchor below Poolo Cocket, where you need not wait long ere you have an oppor-

tunity of fending an account to the Sultan of your arrival and bufmefs, and receive his

anfwer ; for ftiould you immediately fend up your pinnace to Tatas, it would greatly

furprife them, unlefs there was fome perfon therein that they knew very well. How-
ever, you cannot lie there long before fomebody comes on board, who will alk innu-

merable queftions, and be very careful to know your fize, number of men and guns.

They can prefently tell very near what quantity of pepper your ftiip is able to carry.

You ought to be very cautious of fliewing any fear or diftruft of them, or of arming
any centinels, &c. which will give them great caufe of fufpicion, that you look more
like warriors than traders. The former they have the greateft averfion imaginable to,

being naturally cowards. They will expe£l a prefent as often as they can have the leaft

colour for it ; efpecially by their frequent fuperfluous vifits, and feigned pieces of fer-

vices, and ftories from their oran-cays. But remember there is no end to their expec-

tations ; and before you have done with them, though you be never fo good an econo-
mift, you will find them amount to a confiderable value. We were led into an error

for want of knowing this, and on our firft arrival we gave pretty handfomely, think-

ing that doing it at once was fufficient. But as they go on gradually with their fer-

vices, fo you muft with your prefents ; for I have been obliged to ftay eight days at

Caytongee befpre I could have admittance to the Sultan, when he had been informed
by his emiffaries that I came empty-handed, though his former prefents had been large

and confiderable. They are fo mercenary that the beft of oran-cay, or great men, will

receive four or five dollars wrapt up in a piece of paper. I am the longer upon this

head by reafon you will find it a material article
;

proper things may be provided

cheaper in England than at Batavia. I cannot give inftruftions touching a price or
agreement with them, for that is according to the plenty or fcarcity of pepper, and
according as there are more or lefs China junks in the port ; but be fure to make
your contract very full and fpecial, for if there be the leafi room for a further demand
they will be upon you. It is proper to infift in the contradt upon a houfe to dwell in

among them, and a warehoufe. Thefe they will be glad to allow you for their own
advantage ; however, if you do not mention it in your contract, they may make fome
other demands upon you afterwards.

If
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If two fmall fliips were fent, I conceive it would be more advantageous than one that

would carry as much as both ; for. if any difference (hould arile out of the nativeb'

jealoufy, &:c. the two would undoubtedly be better able to defend thenifelves, and to

keep them in awe till they could give a proof of their behaviour, which ought to be
extreme civil towards them, without the leaft (hew of fear or diftruft. However you
cannot be too much upon your guard. Moreover, two fhips could fooner difpatch

loading, for c le could go up to the town, and fiay there whilft the other fliould anchor
againft the mouth of China River. This would fave the lofs of many a day, when the

rains prevent rhe bringing down the pepper fo far to the fliip, befides the time fpent in

going and returning ; whereas the fhip that lies in town and alongfide or near the houfe

(being according to cuflom cajaned or thatched over the deck) might take in and
garble the pepper in all forts of weather, having one mill on fliore and another on
board, which v\'ould certainly fave two-thirds of the time it would take in carrying it

down in boats ; and when Ihe had thus got her full loading fhe fhould fall down the

river, and the other might come up in her room : but both fliould by no means be

trufted up at one time, unlefs the trade were better eft^blilhed than it is as yet. The
Company did fend with us inftruments for garbling the pepper, but we did not ufe

them, having made there a kind of mill much eafier to be built than defcribed, wherewith

we garbled or cieanfed ten times the quatitity of pepper in, a day more than the other

would, and with much lefs trouble, as being more convenient in every refpect. As to

your pepper-dufl you ought not to heave it overboard, for the natives will drive down
after it in their boats, fcum a great part thereof up, dry it, then mix it with their

pepper and fell it to you again, befides, I doubt not but the Chinefe would give fome-

thing for it : for, as the Banjarcens informed me, they make no difference between

that which is free, and that which is full of dull, but load all together in their junks

without garbling. You will every day have the provifions above mentioned brought

to your door by the men's wives in the town ; but you muff be very careful to keep

your folks from affronting them, and you need not fear being fupplied while you

lie there.

You will be firfl mightily crowded with people of all forts, under pretence of

buying or felling ^ and you mull bear a little with their impertinence : but to prevent

the ill confequence of aflVonting them, and to hinder them from pilfering, which the

poorer fort are much addifted to, it is but hiring a houfe large enough, which you may
do for about fifty pieces of eight, and feparate it into different apartments, according

to your ftations, and leave one large room to meet thefe people in, and to weigh and

pay for your pepper : not but that you will be obliged to carry into your private apart-

ments fome of the topping dealers, with m hom you are obliged to have private confer-

ences; but you muff refufe that liberty to the ordinary people from the very firft.

One of the reafons why I propofe your having a houfe there, as we had, is the great

advantage you will have of keeping your fhip clear, which otherwife would be like a

fair, full of perpetual comers and goers ; whereof fome, under pretence of buymg and

felling, would not only pilfer whatever they could lay their hands on, but greatly hinder

your folks from doing their duty, and often create differences between them and the

failors.

You ought to look upon the Chinefe there as your enemies at bottom ; however

be always civil to them, as they to outward appearance are always to you : you may
alfo turn a penny with them in many things that the Banjarecns are ilrangers to. They

arc complete merchants, and know very well the value of all forts of drugs, diamonds,

and other goods.

VOL. XI. T T^lie
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The Banjareens are flrangers to the price of your commodities, which I fhall men-

tion hereafter, and you muft alk twice as much as you intend to take : for though

you deal with the beft of them, and aflure them that what you afk is only a fmall

profit, yet, having firft defired you not to be angry at the price they are going to bid,

they will offer you one quarter, or never above half what you afk. They are cunning

wheedlers, and always complain of poverty ; but be fare that whatever they fell you,

they will alk enough, and often ten times more than they will take ; therefore you

ought to be cautious in bidding little enough. If you barter for goods, truft not their

fample, nor their weights, but try the latter by your own, and take care they (hift them

not, for they are as dextrous at that as (harpers are in fhifting dice at play, though

they aflure you never fo much to the contrary. You muft fort your goods and theirs,

and as you deliver the one, take the other; however, you will not be long there ere

you find out the faireft dealers in town. To prevent your buying knowledge fo dear

as others have done, I recommend, as a very honeft man, Cay Deponattee, fo often

mentioned by me, otherwife entitled Kin Abec, a very topping trader, whom, if ftill

alive, you will foon meet with there ; as alio Pangeran Purba, Prince of Negarree, Cay
Rattattee, and Cay Demon, may claim the name of candid honeft men. The fha-

bander is likewife a man of a fair character, and one whom you ought to keep in with.

His bufinefs is to colleft and look after the Sultan's cuftoms
;

you will find him a

ferviceable man. They will infift, if you buy your pepper by weight, to have it

weighed by their dotchin or ftilliard, which you may do ; but be fure try it firft by

your own weights, and keep it in your own cuftody ; not trufting it back again to

them while you lie there, left they fliould deceive you by another like it ; for they

want no cunning nor defign, efteeming it no difhoneft thing to cheat another with falfe

weights and meafures ; for very few are honeft among them but by good looking

after : therefore when you buy their goods, truft not to themfelves to weigh them, for

which they will at firft cavil very much, they having a method of cheating thereby

more than you are aware of.

Their great weights are a pecull and a catte : a catte is twenty-two ounces neareft

;

one hundred cattes make one pecull, which is one hundred and thirty-two pounds Eng-

lilh avoirdupoife weight. Their fmall weights are a tiail, mas, tela, and mata boorong.

Three mata boorongs make one tela ; fix telas one mas ; fixteen mases one tiall

;

one tiall is one ounce eight pennyweights troy weight.

You ought to carry no dollars under feventeen pennyweights nine grains; for the

Banjareens will take them on no account ; therefore it is very proper to weigh a parcel

of your dollars, ere you arrive there, and referve the heavieft till laft ; otherwife they

will cavil at taking thofe of feventeen pennyweights nine grains. If you have more
money than will purchafe pepper enough to load your fliip, there is gold to be pur-

chafed, which will turn to good account, if well bought : and alfo diamonds, brought

from Succadana, from three carats downwards. You buy your gold paying fo many
dollars in filver for one dollar weight of gold. Now if your dollars be more than

feventeen pennvweights nine grains, they will ftiffly infift on having fo many of thofe

your dollars for feventeen pennyweights nine grains of gold ; which muft by no means
be complied with. The following table may be of fervice to the ready payment, ef-

pecially of the Chinefe, who dwell there, and might be brought more readily to take

your weight of filver fo, being their own cuftom in China.

A Table
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A Table of Dollars of Banjar reduced into Troy Weight.

Dollars,
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A Table of Troy

Ounces.

I

2

3
4
5
6

7

9
lO
20

3°
40
50
60

70
80

90
100
200

300
400
500
600
700
800
900
1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000
7000
8000
9000
10000

Pennyweights.

I

2

3
4
5
10

20

ight reduced into Weights
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The Banjareens cad up the fums or accounts, as the Chinefe do, by fmaU things
like button-moulds, on fundry (ticks placed in two rows in a box. Thele they (hove
up and down very nimbly witii their fingers, and art? very exad and expeditious. They
are naturally very docible and inquifitive, for moil; of the beft traders had learnt from
us, the little time we were there, to underftand our figures and way of countin>:T • and
when they fold us pepper, would fet down their fundry draughts, (tens in a fum) then
add their totals together at laft.

If the trade was continued annually, it would improve greatly ; for on the ccrtaintv
of the China junks meeting here with the Englilh fhips, you might be well fupplied
with China goods near as cheap as if you were to go to China for them, confiderino-
how much longer the voyage is, the great expences thereof, the Emperor's culloms^,

the port-charges, and other extraordinary fums exacted from the furpercargoes by the
hoppos, &c. they can fettle the trade, and leave the port : 1 am fure at lead that
fome advantage may be made hereof. Moreover, the Maccaffer praws come in here-

yearly about the latter end of September, and bring flaves, cloves, nutme"-s, mace,
gamboge, caflia-lignum, and fundry other merchandizes ; with whom fome money
may be laid out to advantage.—^Note, that we paid no cuftom here but for pepper.
The Banjareens have only one crop of pepper every year, though I have been told

that they had two ; for the latter is only what fprouts out of the ftocks afcer the chief

crop is gathered, and it never amounts to any great quantity. It is gathered only by
the poorer fort, whom neceffity obliges to do it : however, the gathering thereof doth
much prejudice the enfuing crop.

Of black pepper they have three forts : the firft and beft is called Molucca, or Lout
pepper ; the fecond, or middling fort, is called Caytongee pepper ; and the worft, Nep-ar-

ree pepper, of which laft fort they have the greateft quantity : it is a fmall, hollow, ifght

pepper, and the moft full of duft ; therefore in bargaining at firft with them, vou niuft

agree to buy by weight, and not by meafure, otherwife they will ftiuifle you off with
the lighteft and worft fort, referving the Molucca and heavy fort for the Chinefe, who
buy by weight. If you are not cautious, they will mix fmall black ftones with the
pepper, which are not eafily difcerned, neither can your garbling-mill throw them out

;

which would be a double lofs in paying pepper-price and freight for ftones. Their
meafure is the ganton, which contains about a Winchefter gallon.

They have white pepper, which is commonly fold for twice the price of the black.

They tell you that it is made white by a certain bird, which they call ballaree, that

lives on black pepper, digefting nothing but the hulk, and dunging out the fubftance,

which through this means becomes white, and is gleaned up bv the poor people, of
whom we always bought it by very fmall parcels at a time. Their belt long pepper,

free from duft and worms, is fold at about four dollars per pecull.

Befides pepper, they have plenty of birds'-neft, the beft in the world, which are fold

at ninety or one hundred dollars per pecull ; the whiteft and cKarcft is the beft. It

is fo called from certain birds, much after the nature of a petrcll, or fwallov.-, which
(as they tell us) having fwallowcd the fcum, fpawn, and froth of the fea, fly into the

holes of the rocks, and high clifis near the lea, whore they vomit it, and beat it up'

with their wings into a confiftency, which fervcs them that feafon as ncits, (for they

make new ones every year) and after they have abandoned them, the natives do gather

them, being then a hard fubftance, and fell them at the aforementioned price. This

bird's-neft is counted a great provocative to venery. '> >vii> "^ ,il'; •

Their fltnguis draconis, or dragons' blood, is alfo the beft and fincft in the world
;

it is the juice of a tree, whofe fruit is as red as a cherry : the belt is known by its

9 bright
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bright colour, -when rubbed on paper. They bring it to you in fmall drops about an

inch long each, wrapped up in leaves, or flags, and will endeavour to perfuado you

to huy it fo ; which you muft not comply with, unlefs you are willing to buy a pig in

a poke, by trufting to their honefly. The bed is fold out of the leaves at about forty

dollars per pecull.

Here are Jambe canes, which, if you pick them, they fell for four dollars per hun-

dred. We bought feveral of them, which to the eye feemed very beautiful, but in

two or three days proved to be good for nothing, being flirivelled up ; which hap-

pened by reafon they were not cut in a proper feafon, and not come to their full

growth, or rightly cured, which is done by fire and bees'-wax ; whereby the outward

rind is hardened, and hindered from falling in and Hirivelling, as aforefaid. They have

alfo plenty of rattans, iron-ftone, and very good loadftonc.

Their gold is of three forts, diftinguilhed by head, belly, and foot. The head,

called alfo Molucca gold, is in grains as big as bay-falt, of a very irregular fhape. We
bought fome (and I reckon it dear) at eleven weights of filver for one of gold. The
belly is a fmaller fort, like fand or brafs-filings, and is fold at ten weights of fiiver for

one of gold. The foot-gold is the fame to outward appearance ; but is fold at nine

for one : however, I do not queftion but, when a trade is fully fettled with them, it

may be bought cheaper. I find the belly-gold, according to the differences of the

aforementioned prices, the moll profitable to buy.

If you buy any in bars, cut them half way with a chizzcl, then break, and touch

them ; for very often they will cover a bafe metal fo artificially with gold, that if you

cut it quite through with your chizel, inftead of breaking it, you will dnuv the gold

over with it, and prevent the difcovery. The IVIolucca gold has no artificial allay, and

comes up in finenefs to about twenty-two carats Englifh : the belly and foot gold,

being more uncertain, is often found with more or lefs quantity of iron dull, or fome-

thing much refembling it, and comes fo out of the rivers. The natives do clear it by

the help of a loadftone, which they rub amongfl: the gold dull in a Ihell or difli

;

whereby the loadftone draws out moft of the iron particles ; but for want of better

knowledge, they can never get it clear out ; therefore you cannot be too circumfpedt

when you buy any. They efteem the higheft coloured gold the beft, provided it be

without allay, as it always is when in duft. Now I have fpoken of their gold, I call

to mind a pleafant notion that they generally believe to be true. I often enquired of

them why they held up the price of their gold and diamonds fo very high, fince the

•country afforded fo great a plenty of both ? They always anfwered me, that they had

great trouble, difficulty, and danger, in getting thereof out of the earth ; that the

devil, who is the fole mafter of all the gold and diamonds that lay hid in the earth,

often appeared to them in the mines, ftriking fome of them dead on the fpot, affliding

others with ficknefs, kc. and that when he fuffered them to get any into their poiTef-

fion, it was chiefly to ferve his own ends, by fetting them, and the reft of the world

together by the ears about it. This notion proceeds from the damps that frequently

kill thofe who work in mines : and as to feeing the devil, it is only what we call Will in

the wifp, as I have already mentioned.

They have likewife the beft unrefined camphire in the world ; but that being out

of my knowledge, I bought none ; neither can I tell the price, or different forts thereof.

The fine monkey bezoar is here fold at four or five times the weight in filver. The
beft is of a greenilh, or olive colour. You will find fome in fize from a penny-

weight, to an ounce and upwards. I queftion whether thefe very large ones are

monkey, or goat bezoar : however, the natives value them at a greater rate for being

2 large.
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large. They are very dexterous at making falfe ftones, which appear fo like the trua
bezoar ftones, that unlefs you take great care, you will be often deceived. The bed
way to try them is thus : rub on a piece of white paper fome white-lead, lime, or chalk-
then rub your bezoar thereon : if it be good, it will turn the white-lead, &c. to a
greenilh colour. Here is alfo a fort of bezoar, called by the natives go'lega" derre
landack, which gives a pleafant bitter tafte to wine, water, &c. when infufed a fmall
time therein ; and yet there appears no vifible diminution of its fubftance.
As to an inveftment outward, a fmall matter for a private trader, may turn to ac-

count, viz. iron bars, fmall fteel bars, fmall looking glaflbs, hangers with buckhom
handles, flieet-lead, beautiful callimancoes, knives without forks, proper mixture of
cutlery-ware

; the fmallefl fort of fpike nails, twenty-penny nails, fmall grapplings
of about forty pounds weight, and fmall guns from one to two hundred weight, with-
out carriages

; red leather boots, fpeftacles, proper fortment of clock-work' fmall
arms, brafs-mounting bell-mouth-iron blunderbufles, ordinary horfe piftols', gun-
powder, a few fcarlet-worfted ftockings, &c. But now I think it is time to p'roceed
on the journal of my return through the Straits of Bally, wherein I fhall be the more
particular, by reafon thofe ftraits were feldom or never navigated by any of our country
before, efpecially in the wefterly monfoon, which is the only time we are obbVed to
attempt it.

^^

CHAP. III.

—

Giving a Defcription of the JJland of Madura, the City and Kingdom of
Ballamboang, the Straits of Bally, Cape of Good Hope, the IJlands 'of St. Helena and
Afcenfion, l^c.

WE fteered our courfe by log fouth-fouth-weft having little wind at weft by north,
in order to get fight of the eaft end of the ifland of Madura : and the next day, being
the 25th of December, I faw the ifland called Arients, bearing fouth by weft diftant

about fix leagues. At firft I took it to be the ifland called Nifle Solombo, but found
my miftake, being carried away by the current near eight leagues to the eaftward of
my reckoning in fo fmall a run, having little wind and fair weather : not being able
to weather it, I ftood along the ftiore, and had good foundings ; but we were greatly

lurprized when we found the water on a fudden ftioaling from twelve fathoms to three

and three-fourths ; and upon examination, the water being clear, we could fee rocks
at bottom, and found all along the fliore uncertain flielves of rocks and depths of
water, which you may be hurried on or over by the great currents ; fo that it is very
dangerous coming near that ftiore, without you are very well acquainted with it, and
have a commanding gale, l^he wind coming about to the northward of the weft, we
laid up pretty well, and at fix in the evening we faw the iflands Solombo and Nifle

Solombo, but came not near enough to be able to give any particular account of

them : however, I have been credibly informed that beef eipeciali}-, and other pro-

vifions, are very cheap there. We fteered away fouth-weft all night, with little wind,

fair weather, and a very fmooth lea, founding every hour fill fevcn the next morning
;

and had from thirty to forty-three fathom water. At twelve at noon this day, being

the 27th, Poolo-Pondy bore fouth, and the eaft end of Madura fouth-weft by weft half

weft about five leagues ; and I found by my reckoning, that the end of Madura lies

fouth-half-weft diftance fixty-feven leagues from Tomberneo road. At this time of

year there is a ftrong current fets to the eaft-north- eaftward.

December the 27th, we had the wind at north-weft, fqually the firft part, the latter

fair weather : I ftood along ftiore between Poolo-Pondy and Madura, according to the

beft direftions of the drafts, and our own judgments, in order to get into the fouih-

eaft
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eafl; great bay to buy feme provifions, and recruit our frefli water, believing this might
be the lafl place we ftiould touch at till v/e came to the Cape of Good Hope. I found
very good gradual foundings according to the direftions of our fea-cards, till I came to

the northernmofl: point of the bay, which is the eafternmoft point of the ifle of Madura,
where on a fudden the water (hoaled from four fathoms and a half to fourteen feet, and
my fliip ihuck fait on a fhelf of coral rocks at four in the afternoon, which happened
the more unfortunately becaufe it was at the time of high-water : we endeavoured to

back her oft", hut to no purpofe, fo that in lefs than a quarter of an hour the ebb came
on fo Itrong that we could not get out an anchor, neither could the long-boat row a- head
with feven oars. Finding no remedy but patience till the next tide, we ftruck the yards

and topmafts to cafe her ; for the tide fetting on her broadfide at the rate of five or fix

miles an hour, had wrung her over feveral rocks, fo that had fhe not been very ftrong

it might have ruined her ; for at half an hour after ten at night, it being low water,

and the (hip fewed eight feet, we could fee where befl to lay our anchor, which accord-

ingly we did, and at eleven the tide fet ftrong to the north-north-caft, it being on the

change of the moon, whereupon we got her ofF without any vifible damage at that

time, and anchored in the offing in five and a half fathoms water, and oozy ground.
In coming from the northward on going into this bay, or through between the aforefaid

iflands, you will fee a pleafant town on the ftarboard fide ; and if you come no nearer

the fliore of Madura than five fathoms water you can receive no damage.

December the 28th, wind at north-weft, fqually weather, we weighed and run into

the bay, giving the point aforefaid a large birth, at two in the afternoon, where we
anchored in five fathoms water. This bay lies in the latitude of fix minutes forty-

eight degrees fouth, and longitude one hundred and eleven minutes twenty-two de-

grees from London ; the fouth-eaft end of Madura bearing fouth-weft by fouth, the

eafternmoft land north-by-weft, and Pooly Pondy eaft-north-eaft. Here is very
good riding, and alfo good viftu-alling very cheap : as oxen, buffaloes, fowls, eggs,

fait, tamarinds, fugar, lemons, oranges, and moft forts of other fruit. We lay here

feven days, fitted up our boats, fiflied the bolt-fprit, falted up provifions, and filled

our water. We went afliore about a mile within the north point of the bay, where
lies almoft at high-water mark a prodigious large fcull of a whale, which has been
there above three years. This fcull may be feen from the ftiip, if not gone, and will

ferve to direfl: where to land, it being the propereft place. As you go afhore with
your boat, you will find in founding a long fhelf of land and rocks that lie between you
and the fhore, which thofe who fail that way ought to be acquainted with, fhould they

have occafion to turn their fhip farther up the bay : the faid fhelf is neareft the fliore.

The natives are very treacherous, therefore you ought to go well armed, and not
fl'raggle far up into the country. They are in ftature, countenance, and drefs much
like the Banjareens, by religion pagans, and are governed by a Raja of their own.
I'he foil is of a reddifh colour, but very fruitful

;
part thereof being covered with plea-

fant woods and groves
;

part fine fields inclofed with hedges that are full of filk-cotton

trees, which afford both profit and delight. The houfes are built with bamboos, and
covered with cajan-leaves, the floors being generally laid over with curious mats. Their
towns are fituated among agreeable groves of cocoa-nut and pomegranate trees. I faw
no other grain but rice and maize, or Guinea corn.
We pitched a tent by the fea-fide, where we lodged fome of our men'night and day,

but I would not advife the practice thereof again, it being very dangerous, as will appear
hereafter. Hither the country people, men, women and children came down to us
with all forts of provifions. We killed our beef about fun-fetting, then cut it up and
lalicd it before fun-rifing, it being the cooleft time. The water we got there was but

indifferent.
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rndifferent, the wells being near the fca-fhore, ebb and flow with the tide ; fo that the
water cannot be very frefh, being drained only that (liort fpace through the veins of the
earth : it is always belt at low water.

In all thefe parts you find fomebody who has the title. of Shabander, and feems
to govern the reft in refpeft of trade, and exchanging your money, to whoin fome
fmall prefent muft be made. We had not been long on fliore ere the old Oiabander
came to us, and charged us, as a friend, to be gone from the place, or elfe it would
be worfe for us ; whereupon we all went on board the fame evening, which, if we
had not done, I do not queftion but we fhould have repented it. I did not know the
danger thereof till afterwards. The reafon it feems was, that after we had fettled the
prices of the provifions we wanted with the fhabander, feveral of their own people ftole

their neighbours' oxen, &c. and in the fhabander's abfencc brought them to us, and
fold them at a cheap rate, then ran away with the money and hid ihemfelves, and
left us to be puniflied for what we were innocent of. This, it feems, is a trick they
commonly put upon ftrangers, therefore I thought fit to give other perfons a caution

thereof that they may avoid it, which may be done by buying only of the fliabander,

or fuch of his friends as you will foon find out, or in his prefencc.

Having got all things ready, we weighed on the fifth of January, about fix in the

morning, and ftood away fouth-fouth-weft, and fouth-weft-by-fouth, from the fouth

point of the bay. Note, that in running out this bay, if you are bound for the ftreights

of Bally, it is beft to keep the fouth point on board, in about eight, nine or ten fathoms
water, and not farther from the fhore j to which you have gradual good foundings

;

but farther in the offing are fundry fhoals, funk rocks and uncertain depths, which
are not laid down in any fea-cards as ever I faw. We were like to have run on one
of thefe fhoals in the day-time ; but feeing the water coloured, we avoided it, brought

to, and fent the boat to found where we found no more than eleven feet water,

though a fhip's length farther we found fourteen fathoms, fo that there is no warning,

by foundings there. This fhoal is a quarter of a mile long, lying north-eaft, and fouth-

weft neareft. When you are on the rocks or flioal the fouth-eaft end of Madura will

bear weft-half-fouth, and Poolo Pondy north-half-eaft. Thefe fhoals are the more
dangerous, becaufe of the uncertain ftrong currents; but whoever follows the fore-

going directions may go fafe in and out of this bay.

The courfe from the fouth-eaft point of Madura to Cape Zandareen is fouth-fouth-

eaft diftant about twenty leagues, and no danger between, but what is called in our

cards Muyden's rock, which is there very crroneouily laid down ; its bearing from
the north-eaftermoft point of Java is fouih-by-weft, diftant eight miles. Neither is it

a rock as the cards rcprefent, but feveral flioals of fand that lie eaft aiid weft, a mile

and more in length. Some at high water are juft covered, and the higheft is not to be

fecn above a mile in the day-time. I failed all round them, and had no ground

with eighty fathoms of line, when we were within mufket-fliot of the faid fhoals.

The laid north-eaft end of Java is exceeding mountainous, and may be fecn plainly

from the aforefaid Bay of Madura. South half eaft, from the faid point, diftant about

two leagues, is the cape called Cape Zandareen, being a low rocky point, but flcep

withal. From Cape Zandareen to Poolo Gilleboang, which is a fuiall illand lying

about a third part over the entrance of the ftreights of Bally, the courfe is Ibuth-by-

eaft half-eaft diftant about four leagues. The ifland is low, full of trees and breakers

all round, but you may liiil on cither fide, giving the illand a good birth. I failed to

the wcftward, between it and Java, and could get no ground with our lead. The
PaiTage there is very narrow, but between the illand and Cape Zandareen is a large

VOL. XI. u bay
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bay, where there is good anchoring. Near ihe (hore are two or three fifheries, where
feveral rivulets fall into the fea, and one large cataract of water from a very high hill

that falls not above one hundred yards from the fea-fhore.

I anchored one evening there, and being willing to take in frefh water, I went
with the long boat, manned and armed, to fcek fome. We difcovered a fmall village

near the fliore, which we made towards, and perceived that on our approach the

people were in a great fright and confufion ; for, it feems, very few of them had

ever before feen any Europeans, or white men ; the women and children flew into

the neighbouring woods, and the men made down towards the ftrand, being in

number between twenty and thirty, all armed with long fpears, and poifoned daggers ;

their bodies flained, and naked, all but their privities : they are tall, ftrong men, and

fpeak the Malayo language. I ordered the boat on fhore at once amongft them,

where I landed with one Mr. Richardfon, a paffenger, having left all the arms in the

boat, except our pocket piftols, and ordered our men to keep in it, and make no fhew

of arms without they fhould fee them offer to affront us. One whom I fuppofe to

be their chief, feeing only us two, advanced from the reft, and met us half way

:

we took each other by the hand, in a very friendly manner ; and after the firft falu-

tations, I informed him that we were not Dutchmen, (whom thefe people have a great

hatred for,) whereupon he gave a fignal, and the reit laid down their weapons, and

came in a peaceable manner to us. They informed us where we might water ; and

indeed, were very kind and generous ; for I thought they would never have done
prefenting us with dried venifon and falt-fifli ; in return of which, I gave them
tobacco, arrack, knives, and empty bottles, which we had in the boat, and were very

acceptable to them. After we had fpent an hour in chatting with them on the beach

(for we went not to the town,) the night approaching, we returned on board. As we
rowed clofe along the fhore, it being dark, we were mightly ftartled at a great noife,

ruftling and bounding that we heard in the neighbouring wood ; but we found after-

wards that it was a large herd of deer, who were drinking at a fmall river, and
being frightened at the noife of our oars, made this buftle in rulhing through

the woods.

That night we had a violent tornado, that forced us to fea, with the lofs of a new
anchor and cable, and drove us over to the aforefaid bay on the ifland of Madura.

From our firft failing from the faid bay, to get through the ftreights of Bally, we
were fifteen days, though it be not above thirty leagues, and in the wefterly monfoon ;,

at which time a perfon, who is a ftranger to the coaft, would think it not above

twenty-four hours work. At laft we fell into the following knowledge and method,

otherwife we could not well have got through at all ; for once in twenty-four hours

you have a foutherly wind from the fea, blowing through the ftreights, and. is right

againft you, coming on like a tornado, and blowing with fuch force, (being always

attended with violent rain) that at firft coming on you will be obliged to hand all

your fails, till the ftrength of it be over. The reafon I take to be, (for on the other

fide of the ftreights, in the i-Oad ofPalamboan, or Ballamboang, you fhall only fee it,

and never feel it,) becaufe the ftreights, not beuig wider than in the river Thames,
and having fteep mountains on each fide, whofe tops generally overlook the clouds,

the wind coming out of the wide fea, though in a gentle manner, gathers, hangs to,

and is encreafed by thofe clouds ; fo that it is obftruded and contracted by the narrow-

nefs of the paflage, till it forces its way through at once, in a manner like wind forced

through a tube, or through the nozzle of a pair of bellows, but feldom lafts above an
hour or two ; though not a (quarter of an hour m its greateft violence.

You
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You always have timely notice before it comes, fo that when you would pafs to
the fouthward, it is advifeable to keep the coafl of Java on board, {leering along fhore,
within a mile or two with the northerly fea-breeze, which lafts till the other comes
from the fouthward, till you run four or five leagues to the fouthward of the north-eafl
end of Java. Then you will open a black fandy bay, which reaches to Poolo
Gilleboang : and when you fee the tornado beating up in the flreights a-head of you,
which may be difcerned for about an hour before it reaches you, then get near enough
into that bay to anchor ; for it will fuddenly fall calm, and the current will horfe
you out again : however, the current runs not always to the fouthward, but vou
will find many eddies ; fo you muft night and day attend the northerly breezes, and
anchor in that bay, before the other comes on ; otherwife you will lofe by the latter

more than you gain by the former, and never get through. Note, that there is no
fafe anchoring before you reach that bay.

On the 1 5th of January we were in the ftreights ; and it was but a very difmal
profpeft to fee thofe vaft mountains on each fide, which by the narrownefs of the
paflage feem ready to fall upon your head ; and the noife which the lea makes in the
hollows of the rocks is mofi frightful. Sometimes you have gulls of wind from the
hills flying round the compafs in three minutes time, and then as fuddenly it becomes
calm ; fo that I would advife you to keep a boat a head, to prevent your being fwung
round by the circling eddies, occafioned by the rapidity of the current to the fouth-

ward ; by which means, when once you are entered the narrowed part, you are
foon through, and the danger is not by half fo great as may be imagined.

The next day we anchored in a bay over againfl: a pleafant town on the ifle of Java,

called Ballamboang, or Pallamboan, where we defigned to fill all our empty water-cafks,

and take in new fupplics of what we wanted. This town and road lie fo convenient
for watering and viftualling, that I fhall enlarge a little upon it.

Ballamboang is fituated on the fouth-ea(t part of Java, near the paflage, between
that and the ifland of Bally in the latitude of eight degrees thirty minutes fouth, and
in the longitude from London of one hundred and eleven degrees thirty minutes, having
fine meadows, and a pleafant champaign country for many miles round it. Near
the fea the foil is fandy, and there are feveral fmall rivers on each fide of the town,
where you may go w ith your boat, and water at half tide over the bars ; but you mufl
not forget to carry a grappling, for you have fometimes an ugly furf on the fhore.

The country affords plenty of oxen, the bed and largeft I ever met with out of
England ; alfo buffaloes, deer, hogs, ducks, geefe, fowls, eggs, goats, rice, Indian

corn, potatoes, yams, cucumbers, and all forts of delicious fruits ; all which are

wonderful cheap : alfo plenty of very fine fifh, either frefli or dried.

This town, or rather city, is the capital of the kingdom ; it is called in our maps
Palamboan, and in fouie Palambuam ; but the natives pronounce it Ballamboang, and
it gives its name to the whole kingdom. Here the King generally refides, but fome-
times alfo at a place about fifteen miles up in the country, which is called Cota,

fignifying a caftlc. He ftyles himfclf Raja Mas Boogoos Pettey. His kingdom
extends itfelf about feventy or eighty miles from the eaft end of Java, along the

fouthern parts and from north to fouth, along the eafl: end of Java, about fifty or

fixty miles. As to the north and wefl bounds, I can give no account. Me is a great

Prince, and very abfohite ; by religion a Pagan, as are moft of his fubjefts. There
are fome Mahometans, and a few Chinefe.

On our firfl anchoring they were under an alarm, and had fcnt to their King, who
was in the country, and came down iunnediately to them before oiu- boat had got

u 2 afliore.
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afliore, in which went our purfer, and Mr. Richardfon, who fpcaks the language. I

gave them arms, and cautioned them to be always upon their guard, to ufe them

civilly, and let them know that we wanted only provifions, wood and water ; for

which we would pay very honeflly. Now there was a Chinefe among them, as a

fliabander, who, feeing our colours, knew us to be Englifli, and told the King what
we were, affuring him that we were not Dutch, of whom they are very jealous ; and

indeed not: without reafon, many cruelties having been exercifcd by them in the

weftern part of the ifland. Upon thefe aflurances, the King feeing the boat make towards

fhore, came himfelf in a flying praw, with his colours difplaycd, gongs beating, and

feveral attendants in other boats, to meet ours a little way off from fhore.

After knowing by enquiry, who they were, and what they wanted, the King told

them they were welcome, and fhould be fupplied ; defiring them to tell their captain,

that he would be glad to fee him on fhore the next day. In the evening the boat

returned with fome fruit, &c. and gave me the foregoing account ; adding, that they

feemed to be hearty, civil people.

Accordingly, next mornnig, I went myfelf, with feveral others, befides about

twelve failors, being all well armed. Before I reached the fliore, I was met by the

King, with his attendants, who welcomed me and told me, he was very defirous

to fee my fliip, having never feen one in his life. I was much furprized at his

freedom, in venturing fo fuddenly on board.; but afterwards I underffood it was
owing to the aforefaid Chinefe, who alTured him that the Englifli were very generous,

civil people ; that they traded to his country, though the Dutch were not fuffered

to come there, &c. I told him I would return with him, and afked if he would
pleafe to come into my boat, which he readily complied with. He was dreffed in a

ihort black velvet jacket, trimmed with narrow gold lace, an ill-fliaped red cap on his

head, with abundance of gold and ftone rings on his fingers. When we arrived on
board I made him heartily welcome, treating him with arrack and wine ; the former

he drank very plentifully of, but the latter he did not fo much care for. He enquired

my name, and fet it down, as 1 pronounced it, in his own writing, which he feemed

to be very dextrous at ; then he pronounced it very properly, and faid he would

remember me if ever I came again. We then fet out all together in my boat for fliore.

I ordered the gunner to fire fome guns, which he did, as foon as we got clear of the

ihip ; wherewith the King was wonderfully pleafed, and returned nie many thanks.

His attendants were fuch prodigious thieves, that we had much ado to watch, and

keep them from ftealing during their flay on board. As to the King, for a rough,

unpolifhcd man, I think I never met a better in my life. When we landed, he con-

duced us to his palace, which was a large fquare, palifadoed in, with feveral little

rooms and apartments for his women, &c. We were not long fat crofs-legged, when
he made us an apology, and having drawn up five or fix of hii oldiers, with match-

locks, he faluted us by way of thanks for our great guns. Then he gave us a dinner,

according to their beft manner, confifling of venifon, currees, rice, fowls, &c. His

oran-cays kept all at a great diftance, and fhewed him very great refpedt. He took

great delight in making fome of his attendants drunk with our arrack. We had not

long dined ere about thirty of his wives or concubines entered the place, and pafTed

by us one by one, each having a flaVe to attend her ; who bore on their heads fundry

forts of the beft fruit, and prefented us with fo great a quantity, that it was more than

our boat could carry off at once. The King alfo prefented us with two oxen, three

large deer, one bufl'aloe, and feveral bags of rice, with ducks, geefe, hens, &c.
amounting full to the value, if not more, than what I prefented to him,

9 After
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After dinner two of our gentlemen rode out on horfeback a little way into the
woods ; which abound with deer, wild peacocks, and feveral other kinds of fowls.

Their horfes are fmall, but very beautiful and fiery ; a remarkable inftance of which
I was eye witnefs to : for the King knowing that they were gone out on horfeback,
faid he would fhew me fome fport, by which I might know which of thefe two Englifli

gentlemen was the beft horfeman. I wondered what his projeft was ; when he led

me out by the hand, feveral of his men following us to the wood-fide : he had placed
two of his foldiers unknown to me behind a bufli ; who, as foon as the horfemcn
came by, fired their match-locks acrofs the horfes nofes, which made them ftart,

Idck, caper, and bound in a flrange manner ; fo that they were not to be governed.
One of the riders was thrown oft", the other with much difficulty kept his faddle. The
King feemed much delighted with his project, and laughed vei7 heartily ; but you
may imagine how the gentlemen were frightened, efpecially atfirft.

We ftaid here fix days, in which time we had vidualled, watered, and cut wood
enough, they being all the while very civil to us. He told us, that he tarried there

only tor our fake, left there fhould happen any quarrel between his fubjetls and us,

or left they fhould fteal any thing from us, Sic. However, about noon he went up
into the country ; neither was he long gone, v.hen fome of us had reafon to be forry

for his departure : for the purfer having fome little bufinefs to fettle with the fhaban-

der, as he was paffing through a narrow lane tov^ards the boat, being accompanied by
the King's brother and another man, the former having afked him what it was o'clock ;

the purfuer pulled out his watch, and upon his defiring to fee it himfelf, he gave it

into his hand, which he no fooner got hold of, but he took to his heels, the other

man holding a fpear to the purfer's breaft whilft the King's brother ran away, whom
he afterwards followed, and left the poor purfer to purfue his way to the boat by
himfelf, being glad to come off fo. You may guefs what a princely fpirit the

brother had.

Few or none of the natives ever faw any white men before, this coaft being hardly

ever navigated by any Europeans : however, this place is mighty convenient for all

fhips that make their paflage this way home through the ftreights of Bally, to prevent

their being forced to lie during the wefterly monfoon, and lofing fo much time on
d-morage, which would be a great charge to the Company. If you ride well in the

bay in about five or fix fathoms water, you will have good anchoring.

I made great inquiry of the product of their country, but found them in many differ-

ent ftories, yet generally they acknowledge that they have gold, pepper and cotton

in great plenty ; however I believe they are not willing to let any foreigners, much
lefs Europeans, know the riches or trade of their country, left they IhoulJ force a

fettlement, which is no difficult matter to accomplifh.

On Sunday the 23d of January 1714-15, about eight in the morning, I failed from

thence towards the Cape of Good Hope. We ftood away to the fouthward with the

wind at weft-north-weft and weft-fouth-weft, moftly in hopes of meeting the fouth-eaft

trading-wind in the latitude of twelve or thirteen degrees fouih, as in other parts of that

fea, but found the contrary ; for the monfoon blows between this place and New
Holland fix months one way and fix another, viz. from October to April between the

weft-north-weft and weft-fouth-weft, and from April to October again at eaft-fcuth-eaft

neareft. We got into the latitude of twenty degrees fouth, but faw no land

;

therefore do find the coaft of New Holland to be laid down in all our cards near twenty

leagues more northward than it really is. I was almoft out of hopes of getting into the

fouth-eaft trade-wind time enough to fave my paflage round the Cape, having fpcnt fo

much
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much time In beating to the windward, but in vain, for we met with very hard gales

:

therefore I tacked to the north-weftward on the 1 9th of February, having the wind at

fouth-we(l and fouth-weft-by-weft, and on the 21ft following, in the latitude of eighteen

degrees fouth, having gained two hundred and feventy miles to the weflward of the

fouth-ealt end of Java, I met with uncertain vs^inds : and on the 23d I met with the

fixed fouth-eaft trade wind, ftout gales, which held us till the 24th of iVIarch follow-

ing, to the latitude of thirty-three degrees forty-eight minutes fouth, and four thoufand
three hundred and twenty-three miles to the weft of the fouth-eaft end of Java. 1'his

made us amends for the former lofs of time, running us to the rate of one hundred and
forty to one hundred and feventy miles in twenty-four hours time.

Now our fair trade-wind had left us, and we had nothing but uncertainty to depend
on, being feven hundred and eighty miles diftant from the Cape ; and our water

falling fhort, we were forced to allow but a quart each man for twenty-four hours.

On the 4th of April we came to an anchor in Table-Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope,
in the latitude of thirty degrees fouth, and longitude from London fixteen degrees

thirty minutes. Our men were moft of them fick and down with the fcurvy, occa-

fioned by the length of our paffage, fo that we had fcarce men enough to furl the fails

and bring the fliip to an anchor without great trouble and lifk. We fpent here thirty-

eight days, being obliged to have our fick men afliore ; however the repairing our
Ihip, which had fufFered very much in beating betwixt the flreights of Bally and New
Holland, and alfo re-victualling our fhip, was the occafion of our tarrying here fo long.

During our flay here I buried my chief mate, which was no fmall lofs to us, for he
•way a very good officer, and my cooper.

This place for its pleafantnefs, fertility, wholefome air, and convenient fituation for

the fupply of both homeward and outward bound Eafl India fliips, is not to be paral-

leled, whereof the Dutch to whom it belongs are not a Httle proud. The to\Vn is fituated

on a fmall afcent on the fide of the bay, and confifts of about two or three hundred
houfes built with Itone, about two or three ftories high, having pleafant rows of trees

before the doors. There was formerly a drain of water that ran through the town :

this they have lately turned into two canals, and built the fides up with ftone, which adds
much to the beauty of the town. Here is one large church, a handfome hofpital, and
a pretty large caftle, garrilbncd and kept in good repair, which commands the bay : it-is

not very ftrong, but fufficient to anfwer the defign it was built for. The governor has a
handfome dwelling-houfe therein. At the upper part of the town is a very large fine

garden belonging to the Dutch Eaft India Company, which is furrounded partly with a
wall, and partly with aditch,confifl:ingofmany very beautiful walks, and feveral banks and
canals, which have indeed been lately noglefted, and are much run to ruin, but the then
prefent governor was about repairing them. Here is great abundance of good fruit, and
variety of phyfic-plants and trees, as aloes of different forte, dragons-blood, and camphire-
trees, with feveral others pafl my obfervation. In this garden is likewife a houfe, built for
that purpofe, wherein is kept a colledtion of the fkins of a multitude of Itrange beafts

which Africa is famous for, fo artificially and nicely ftuffed, that at firft you would be
furprifed at them, and would believe them to be really live creatures, viz. lions, tigers,

leopards, elephants, rhinocerofes, wild cats, antelopes of feveral forts ; many large

unfizeable deer, and a creature called a ftripcd afs, which they fay can never be tamed,
though taken young : it is a beautiful creature, refembling a fine httle horfe with an
afs's tail, and is ftriped and coloured like a tiger. There is alfo an amphibious creature,

called by them manitee, or a fea-cow, which when alive could weigh no lefs than twenty-
five or thirty hundred weight. She comes up the frelh rivers in the night-time, and

8 then
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then gets on fliore to graze : fhe has a large body, a bcUv hanging low almofl: to the

ground, fliort thick neck and legs, and feems to be a very unwieldy flow creature : her

teeth are large, with huge long tulks, which are counted good ivory. They fay the

flefh of the young ones makes excellent bacon.

At the hither end of the garden is the flave-houfe, where all the Company's flaves

are lodged and dieted ; their children are taken care of, and taught to write, read, kc,

but continue flaves : you may fee the Dutch failors frequently go in and oat to the flave-

women, which is connived at by the government, and are very acceptable to them who
are negroes, and are very proud when their children prove whiter than themfelves.

There are no Hottentot flaves ; for as ignorant and brutifli as thofe people are, they

have a great love for liberty, and an utter averfion to flavery ; neither will they hire

themfelves in your fervice longer than from morning to night, for then they will be

paid, and fleep freemen, and no hirelings.

Here is a Itore-houfe, wherein are kept all forts of mails, anchors, cables, guns,

rigging, &c. to fupply their own fhips : but fliould an Englifli fhip unfortunately lofe

u maft, or ftand otherwife in need of their afliilance, they may perifli fooner than be

fupplied, unlefs it be by fome clandeftine method which the government do not allow of,

and then pay a mod exorbitant price for what they want.

The country all round is very pleafant and fertile, affording great plenty of all forts

of provifions, efpecially beef and mutton, which are both of a price, viz. about two-

pence a pound, though the latter is much better in its kind, and not inferior to ours

in England. As for carrots, cabbage, turnips, and falletting, they are not behind

hand with us ; which things are very agreeable to our palates, after fo long an abfti-

nence from fuch diet as we were ufed to in our native country. It abounds alfo with

all manner of fruit, as oranges, lemons, citrons, muik, and water melons ; apples,

pears, cherries, pomegranates, grapes, &c. They have lately improved their vine-

yards, fo that they have plenty of red and white mufcadello wine, and another pleallmt,.

though fmaller white wine. The mufcadello is fold from twenty to twenty-four pounds

the leaguer, which contains one hundred and fixty gallons, and the other at ten or

twelve pounds. The neighbouring vallies are full of herbs (very many being medicinal)

and flowers : the rivers and bordering lea aftbrd plenty of lifli, as the woods do vcniibn

and honey.

Neither is there a lefler plenty of wild fowl, as duck, teal, widgeon, curlew, par-

tridge, pheafant, and many other forts, as we have in England ; befides, fuch as are

peculiar to thofe parts, as ofl:riches, whofe eggs are fold very cheap, and are good eat-

ing, one being fufticicnt for two or three men at a meal. Here are great numbers of

Canary birds. You may fee the fea, efpecially to the caftward of the Cape, almolt

covered with a fmall beautiful fpeckled fowl, about the bignefs of a wood-pigeon, which

they call pintado birds, fo named, I fuppofe, by the Portuguefe, by rcalou of their

fpeckled and, as it were, painted feathers. They are very tame, and will fwim after

you in light winds : and fometimes in the worft of weather, when the fliip tries under

little or no fail, they will furround it in great numbers, fwimming and playing on every

wave. The failors, for their diverfion, do often put out hooks, or crooked pins, at the

end of a piece of twine, baited with tallow or fat meat, wherewith they catch a vaft

many of them, but they arc of fo fifliy a tafte that they are hardly fit to eat. You
fliall alio fee frequently in the bay, as you are at anchor, whales and other great filhes

fporting about, particularly great ihoals of feals, which will often follow your boat,

whofe ikins are very line, and I believe the belt in the world.

The
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The money that paffes here is the fame as in Holland, viz. ftlvers, doublekees,

fkellings, and rix-doUars. Two ftivers make one doublekee, three doublekees one
Ikelling, eight ikellings one rix-dollar.—Note : that if you pay away your Englifh

crowns or Spanifh dollars, they will take them at no more than eight fkellings a-piece,

which is twenty-five per cent, lofs : therefore if you defign to touch at the Cape out-

ward-bound, I would advife you to flock yourfelf with fuch goods in England as may
be proper for that market, to fupply your wants, or otherwife you muft furnifli your-

felf with Dutch money ; though goods, if properly chofen, may produce forty or fifty

per cent, profit. Small pale ale in calks of about fix pounds per tun, ftrong beer in

bottles, tobacco, butter, cheefe, flint- glafles, watches, and other proper fortment of

clock-work, with flight fcarlet, black, or iky-colour {lockings, will turn to as good
account as any thing you can carry thither.

Though fo many accounts have been given of the Hottentots, or Hotmendods, as

our failors vulgarly call them, by perfons of greater capacities than I can pretend to,

yet I cannot leave the place without faying fomelhing of them : they inhabit the

country adjacent to the Cape, being the ancient inhabitants, or aborigines thereof.

They are called Hottentots from their frequent repetitions of that word in their danc-

ings ; the men are tall, flrong fet, and very fwift runners ; having broad flat nofes,

blubber lips, great heads, difagreeable features, fliort frizzled hair, and take them
altogether nothing can be more ugly. Their fkin is like our chimney-fweepers, not

that they are naturally fo black, but they make themfelvcs fo by daubing themfelves

with foot and (linking greafe, which makes them fmell mofl intolerably, and where-

with their fliort curled hair is fo clodded and fliff, that I can compare it to nothing

better than a frozen mop ; they wear no cloaths, but throw a iheep's fkin, or the hide

of fome other beafl over their flioulders, the hairy fide being turned inward. They
cover their privy parts with a cafe of proportionable length made of the fame fluff as

the aforefaid mantle, which flicks out in a mofl unfeemly manner. They bruife to

pieces the left teflicle of their male children when young, for what reafon I know not,

unlcfs it be in hopes that they may beget more males than females : being perhaps of

the opinion of fome naturaliits, who hold that the male femen comes from the right

teflicle, and the female from the left. The women are generally Ihort fquat creatures,

but flrong built, altogether as ugly in their kind as the men, having long flabby breafts,

odioufly dangling down to their waifl ; which they can tofs over their fhoulders for

their children to fuck, whom they generally carry on their backs : they wear the fame
garb, and cover their privities with a fmall flap ot fkin about five or fix inches fquare,

tied round their waifl with a thong of leather : they befmear themfelves as the men do,

in order to have their bodies asfweetly perfumed, and their complexion as well painted

as they. However they furpafs them in one point of drefs, for they adorn their legs and
arms with raw flieeps' guts, not as much as waflied from the ordure, but blown up with

wind, and hung to the fun till they are pure dry and llinking. Thefe they wear by way
of ornament, though if they happen to be hungry they will foon ftrip them ofi^", and
make a hearty meal of them. You may guefs that thefe filthy animals, for they hardly

deferve the name of rational creatures, if at London, would be much greater cufloraers

to our butchers, kitchen-wenches, and chimney-fweepers, for their drefs, &c. than to the

mercers, perfumers, &c. of Ludgate-hill or Covent-garden. There is no carrion fo

tainted and naufeous but what they will make a dainty meal of ; which makes me
think that they are born without the benefit of either fmell or taflie, for they covet not

better food than what I mentioned before. They are great lovers of tobacco and
arrack.
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arrack, or any other fort of ftrong fpirits : and what is remarkable, and fhews a good
temper in them, is, that when one of them has earned two or three doubk-kees, he
fails not to call others of his acquaintance to partake with him, and will furely fpend
it all before night in tobacco and arrack, fitting down in the ftreets ; where they get
drunk, and fleep all night, though the weather be fometimes very cold. They are not
really unlike monkeys or baboons in their geftures and poftures, efpecially when they
fit funning themfelves, as they often do in great numbers. I could not learn that

they have any religion ; neither did I fee any thing like a prieft among them ; fo that

I am apt to believe they are wholly ftrangers to any manner of divine worfhip. How-
ever, they are very ferviceable fellows ; they ferve in town as porters : neither will

they willingly fuffer a ftranger to carry any burden, but will endeavour to fnatch it

away in fpite of him, and carry it where it ought to be, as one of them did to a failor

of mine, crying, "you Englifhman, you no Hottentot :" fo that they look upon them-
felves to have the privilege of being ticket-porters at the Cape. They are fo honeft,

that you may truft them almoft with any thing ; and they will carry it fafely where
directed, though nobody follows, or looks after them. This fliews the afperfion to

be groundlefs which fomc authors ("particularly Mr. Morden, in his book of Geography
Redlified) caft upon them, faying, that they are fuch great thieves that they will Ileal

with their feet, while they (tare in your face : others affirm, (and particularly Dr.
Heylin) that they feed upon human carcafes : it is true, their diet is very beaflly ; but:

upon inquiry, I never could find that to be true.

Their language is fo very harfh and guttural, that I never heard of any European
that could pronounce fcarce any one word of it ; and when they fpeak, they feeni

rather to cackle like hens or turkeis, than fpeak like men. However, thofe that

live near the Cape, do generally fpeak a little Dutch, and fome few words of Engliili,

which they pronounce intelligibly enough.

The Dutch do never punilh theni for any crime, but fend the delinquents to their

own people, by whom they are punifhed, for ftriking or quarrelling with a Dutchman,
but more feverely if they have offered to fteal. By the Dutch laws it is death for a

Dutchman to lie with a Hottentot woman ; though I think they need not have laid

that reflrldtion upon them, the very fmell and looks of fuch hideous creatures being

a fufficient antidote againft lechery. The arms of war are generally fmall javelins

;

but I was informed, that the inland people ufe the long-bow and arrow very

dexteroufly.

Having completed my affairs here, I failed away on the 12th of May, for the

ifland of St. Helena, according to the orders I had from the Honourable Eaft-India

Company. We had a flout fouth-eaft gale which run us the length of Penguin

ifland and then fell calm. This ifland is fmall, low and fandy, lying at the entrance of the

bay. The inhabitants are only Dutchmen, who, for offences not punifhable with

death, are banifhed thither from the Cape for ninety-nine years. And as a farther

addition to their misfortunes, they are denied the privilege of any women to live

among them : their talk is to gather bafkets full of fhells every day, of which ihey

make lime. Thofe that are guilty of capital crimes, are punifhed by racking, impaling

on fpit or flake, burning and hanging ; for the Dutch governor and council have

a power of life and death. This ifland takes its name from a bird fo called, which,

as I am informed, is an amphibious creature, walks upright like a man when on fhore,

and has fliort wings, but cannot fly, his wings being only an aflilhmce to him in running.

It lives wholly on fi(h j there are many hereabout, though I law but one at a diftance

wimming in the fca.

VOL XI, X We
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We fpent fourteen days in very tempeftuous weather, which made our paflage the

longer ; but on the ninth of June at five in the evening, we get fight of the ifland of
St. Helena, and about eleven the next day we anchored at Chappel-Vailey.

The iiland of St. Helena is fo called, becaufe it was firft difcnvered by the Por-
tuguefe on St. Helena's day, being the aoth of April. It lies in the latitude of
fixteen degrees fouth, and longitude from London three hundred and fifty-three

degrees forty-three minutes, being about twc nty two miles in circumference. When
it was firil difcovcrcd, it had not only no inhabitants, but even not as much as a

four-footed beall, fruit, or any eatable herb except wild purflain, with which it abounds :

but the Portuguefe ftored it with goats, hogs, hens, &c, and alfo with fig, orange, and
lemon trees, &c. which have throve there ever fince very well.

The Spaniards took it from the Portuguefe, and afterwards it was alternately

pofTefled by the Englilh and Dutch ; till at laft the Cape of Good-Hope being quitted

to the latter, the Engiilh remained fole poffeflbrs of this iiland, though the Cape be
preferable by far to it. But he that was chief of the Englifli fettlement at the Cape
being, as I am informed, bribed by the Dutch, reprefentcd to the government of

England, that the natives were cannibals, and moft terrible cruel creatures, fo that it

was impoffible to hold out againft them, (which was utterly falfe) he had orders to

quit it. Whereupon the Dutch fettled themfelves there, and have kept it ever

fince in a mofi; flourifhing condition.

The air of this ifland is very wholefome, and recovers very foon thofe perfons that

are fet on lliore there fick, their diftemper being generally either a fever, or the

fcurvy. The inhabitants are all Englifli, except their flaves ; whereof they have a

great number. The women, even thofe born there, (as mofl: of them are,) have

generally a very fair complexion, notwithftanding the heat of the climate. They all have

a great defire to fee England, which they call home, though many of them never faw

it, nor can have any true idea thereof.

The ifland is fo high, hilly, and of fuch difficult afcent, that it is a common
faying, that a man may chufe whether he will break his heart in going up, or his

neck in coming down. It is very ftrong by nature, becaufe of the fteepnefs of the

rocks, and the impollibility of landing, except in thofe places which have of late been

fo fortified, that it is in a manner impregnable. We were formerly forced to afcend

by a rope ladder, which gave the place the name of ladder-hill ; but now the afcent

is made much eafier by the care of the prefent governor Pike, efpecially that path

where the ladder was. His whole fludy is employed for the advantage of the ifland,

and the Company's interefl ; of which I could give feveral inftances, which I omit,

as being foreign to the prefent purpofe.

The country is very pleafant, and affords almofl: all things necelTary for the ufe of

man, as oxen, hogs, goats, and fome Iheep lately tranfported thither, whereof

the governor takes care to improve the breed ; alfo hens, turkeys, ducks,

partridges, pigeons, larks, moor-hens, and a fort of long-legged birds like our

wheat-ears, which eat very fweet, but are not fo fat as ours. Here is a great variety

of fea-fowl ; and at certain feafons you may fill your boat with their eggs, which you

find on the rocks. They are fo tame, that they will fuff'er you (when they lie on their

eggs) to take them up with your hands. But more of this when I come to the ifland

of Afcenfion. The gardens abound with fruit, as pomegranates, figs, apples, &c.

and the valleys with lemons and oranges. It is in vain they fay, to fow corn, for

there is fuch a multitude of rats, that they would devour the feed before it would have

time to fpring up. Here are alfo a vafl: number of cats, that went away from the

4 houfes.
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houfes, and became wild, living among the rocks, where they find good prog, feeding

on young partridges ; and will come fometimes and make great deflruclion among
the poultry, fo that they are become as great a plague as the rats ; but it is hoped,
that by the great encouragement the governor gives, they may both be deftroyed

in time.

Here is plenty of milk, very good butter, kidney-beans, and yams, whereon the poorer
fort of people chiefly live. The yam is a large root that grows in the vallies, in

moift ground, bearing a broad leaf; it is very hearty food, and well tafled when
thoroughly boiled ; but it is not to be eaten raw, for it fetches the fkin off your mouth.
They have abundance of cabbages, falleting, kc. but few carrots and turnips, through
their own negleft. They have no trees of any fize, only flirub-wood that bears a fort

of gum called benjamin, but in no great quantity : however, it is good fweet firing ;

but very troublefome to the failors that cut it, being obliged to afcend one of the

highefl hills, where there is a very pleafant wood of it ; but the trouble of getting it

down is Hill greater. The greatefl conveniency of this ifland for fhips is the plenty and
goodnefs of the water.

The chief and only town flands in Chappel-Valley, confiding of about feventy or
• eighty houfes, which are inhabited by the planters, who come down when fliips are

here ; otherwife they generally keep at their plantations up the country, which is

more profitable and pleafant to them. And upon a certain alarm given from a high

hill when any (hips appear, they repair down immediately to their rcfpetlive pofts, to

aft, if occafion be, for the defence of their country. Here is the only place where
fhips can ride. It is open to the fea north-weflward, but the wind blowing always one
way, viz. fouth-eafl nearefl, and this being the lee-fide of the ifland, you ride there

very fafely. The fort or caftle is pretty well fortified. The governor generally re-

fides there, but fometimes at a pleafant houfe which he has in the country. They
have one church in the town, which makes but a very indifferent figure without, but

within is fomewhat tolerable. They ufe great formality in going to church ; for about

nine o'clock in the morning, the council, the minifl;er, and their wives, together with

fuch commanders of fliips as have a mind to it, do wait on the governor in the caflile.

After which the bell being ordered to ring, a company of foldiers, with a ferjeant, in

good liveries, are drawn up in the caftle, where they make a lane (refl;ing their arms)

as a paffage to the gate, where there is another ferjeant and a company, which march

with beat of drum before the governor to the church. After follow the gentlemen

and ladies in their refpeftive order. As foon as the foldiers get into the church-yard,

they fall off to the right and left, making a lane to the church-door. The governor

has a handfome large feat, with books, where he generally dcfires the commanders ot

fhips to fit, the ladies being feated by themfelves.

During our ftay here, fome of thofe reftlefs villains, who doubtlefs had a hand in

the aforementioned wicked defign at Batavia, were by one of the inhabitants overheard,

when drunk on fhore, curfing and damning the fhip and voyage, laying their heads

together, as far as he could underftand, for a defign of farther mifohief ; wherefore

this perfon thought fit to acquaint the governor therewith, who, upon llrid enquiry,

found that a knot of twenty-two of the under officers and failors had figned a paper in

order to ftand by one another. They cloked their villainy with a pretext of petition-

ing the governor for more viftuals, which they pretended to be in w ant of ; whereupon

the governor and council, having taken the trouble of going on board, and examining

the matter ftrictly, they found no caufe f(M- fuch a complaint, the allowance being

feven pounds of good beef for five men a day, with as much rice as they pleafcd to eat.

X 2 This
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This foon convinced them, that their defign muft be to get a greater flock of pro-

vifions on board, and then to take the opportunity of my being afhore, cut her

adrift out of the road, and fo go a pirating ; which might have eafily been accom-
plifhed.

Here we were a fecond time time dehvered from the hellifh defign of thofe repro-

bates. The governor and council, after having flridtly and impartially examined the

whole matter, ordered the ringleaders to be feized and punifhed, according to their

defert, by whipping at the flag-flaif, and then put on board another fhip in irons, in

order to be brought to England ; they not being fit to be trufted among honefl: men.
Many of my failors, being good, quiet, harmlefs fellows, were drawn in to fign this

paper innocently ; for thefe fellows had perfuaded them that in fo doing they (hould

have a larger allowance of arrack, &c. This, they confelTed, was the only reafon why
they figned the paper ; but what further defign the ringleaders had in their heads
they were ignorant of.

Thefe troubles detained me here much longer than I had defigned ; alfo the fhip

Hanover, Captain Ofborne commander, was detained feveral days on demorage by
order of the governor and council to accompany me home, for fear there might be yet

fome hidden fpark of villainy, that might blow up to a fatal confequence, if I were at

fca alone : for mutiny is very epidemical on board the merchant fhips, where the cap-

tain has fcarce the power of giving the leaft correftion to his crew, though for never

fo great faults, without being plagued with fuits of law, when he comes home ; the

failor's pretended caufe being generally undertaken by fome common barretor of
Wapping, on the condition of no purchafe no pay : in which cafe they never want
witneffes enough : for they never fail to take one another's part, and fwear tightly, for

one another ; whereby the captains are often put to great trouble and charges, for

want of witneffes to juflify his conduft, by a knot of forfworn rogues that hang all

together. I cannot but think, that if all the employers of captains were pleafed often,

or ever, to look into the merits of thofe matters, and, by diligent enquiry, learn

whether fuch punifhment be defervedly infiided, or not ; and if defervedly, that they

would take the captain's part, and ftaiid by them, and not fuffer them to be torn to

pieces ; this would contribute much to difcourage thefe rogues, and to overfet their

unjufl defigns ; and would be a great encouragement to commanders, and other chief

officers, to have a greater authority over their men on board ; whereby they might
prevent many evil confequences that happen from the want thereof.

On the 7th of July 1715, I received my difpatches from the governor, and failed

away about feven in the evening, in company with the Hanover, and fleered for Eng-
land, On the third day following my fhip fprung a dangerous leak in the bow. So
that we refolvcd to put into the ifland of Afcenfion, which lay in our way, within

three or four days fail ; and accordingly on the fifteenth we anchored in Afcenfion

.
road, where we lay only-twenty four hours ; then having completely Ropt, and fecured

the leak, we fet fail, making the befl of our way towards England.

This ifland lies in the latitude of feven degrees fifteen minutes fouth, and in the

longitude of three hundred and forty-five degrees fifty-two minutes. It is a barren

place, not inhabited, and feems as if it had been formerly on fire ; a great part of the

rocks being burnt to a pumice. Here are many wild goats, which are fo unaccuflomed
to fear, that a great flock of them fuffered our men to come very near ; but having no
arms they could not kill any. The ifland is fomewhat larger than St. Helena ; has

more level ground, and feems more capable of being improved, but is not fo well

watered : fome fay that in the very dry feafon there is no frefh water at all, which I

can
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can fcarce believe. When our men landed, they were furprized to fee the vafl number
of large fea-fowl that fat on the rocks ; fuch as boobees, nodees, men of war, tropick
birds, &c. that fuffered themfelves to be taken off from their eggs ; they fit only upon
one egg, and that without any manner of nefl, only laid in a hollow part of a rock.
The failors filled their caps and hats with them, while the birds fluttered about them
and followed them, being ready to fettle on their heads ; a great number of which
they knocked down with their flicks. We fpent two or three hours in the pinnace
near the rocks, where we caught a prodigious number of various filh ; which were fo
plenty, that in one hour there were more caught than was fufficientfor forty men to
eat in a day : but we were often plagued with young fliarks, that w^ould run away
with our hooks and lines. The water was fo clear that we could fee the fifli take the
bait ; and when we faw a fhark coming towards it, we made what hafte we could to pull
up our lines

; yet they were fo quick that they would catch the bait fometimes on the
very furface of the water. Some of our men that were on the fliore fifhed among the
rocks on the fea-fide, and caught a great number of large conger eels. Here is alfo

great plenty of oyfters, limpets and other fhell-fifli. There is no place more flored
with fea-tortoife. The method of taking them is thus : feveral perfons go afliore in
the night, but they mufl: not make the leafl: noife, nor any fliew of fire, not fo much as

a lighted pipe of tobacco ; they mufl watch the coming of the tortoife afhore, which
they do at certain feafons of the year to lay their eggs in the fand, that are hatched by
the natural heat of the fun : then they come, and with a boat-hook, or hand-pike, turn
the tortoife on the back, which is no eafy taik ; for if it be not at a pretty diflance from
the water, fhe will often fcramble away from them, being very flrong and heavy to be
turned. I have been informed that fome were taken here which weighed five or fix

hundred weight a piece, having a vafl many eggs, which are very delicious food.

Some of our fhip's company went afhore that night, for that purpofe ; but the great

rain that fell prevented their diverfion. We often take a fmaller fort at fea, which in

calm weather we fee fleeping on the furface of the water; we row up gently in the boat,

and take them ere they wake : we took feveral, which we kept alive on deck without

any food for the fpace of two months.

There is a large crofs fixed formerly by the Portuguefe on a high hill, which is feen

from the road, and ferves as a land-mark to know it, there being feveral other bays

before you arrive at it, whereby you may be miflaken ; but if you bring the aforefaid

crofs to bear fouth-eaft, half-fouth, and the highefl peak on the ifland to bear eafl-fouth

eaft, then the north-eaft point ofthe bay will bear north-north-eafl half-eaft and you will

have ten fathoms water, being as good anchoring as any in the bay. I have been told

that letters are often left at this crofs in bottles, to fecure them from the weather : and
that when the Portuguefe come, they go up thither, it being but a little way ; and
whatever letter they find, they forward it according to direftions.

We kept on our way towards England, with fine pleafant weather ; and on the

nth of September, in the latitude ot four degrees fix minutes north, we met a fhip

called the Elizabeth of Briflol, which informed us of mighty diflurbanccs in Great

Britain, and of a pr6bability of a war with France ; that the late Uuke of Ormond,
and feveral others, had left the nation ; that there was great prefhng of men, and pre-

parations making for war. The mafler told us, that he departed from Cape Clear, on
the fouth-wefl coafl of Ireland, about ten days before ; and that it bore off from us

weft 213 leagues. Confidering thefe matters, and the time of his departure, with the

time we fliouid take to get into the Downs ; fearing lefl a war might be declared with

France before our arrival, we thought proper, for the better fecurity of our fliips and

3 cargoes,
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cargoes, to make the coafl: of Ireland, where we might get further intelligence ; and
where, in cafe a war fhould break out, we might lie for a convoy, or further orders

from our mafters. Accordingly, on the •24th day we faw Cape Clear, and fleered

along the ihore for Kinfalc. 'I'here arofe fuddenly a violent ftorm at fouth-weft, and
fouth-weft by weft, that increafed fo as to force us to bear away before the wind, our

rigging and fails being very bad and rotten ; and at four in the afternoon we got fafe

into Kinfale harbour : the Hanover being a large fhip, and much better fitted with fails

and rigging, kept the fea, and did not put in with us. On the 29th of Oftober

ioUowiiig, we arrived fafe in the Downs ; having been two years and fifteen days iiv

my voyage.
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ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA.

FROM THE yOTAGES OF STAFORINUS *.

CHAP. I.— Situation of Java.— Straits of Sunda.— Prince's IJland.— Dinars in

den Weg.— Bay of Anjer.— Clai?n of the Dutch Eaji India Company to the Sove-

reignty of the Straits of Sunda. — Bay of Bantam.— Road of Batavia. — King-
dom of Bantam. — Tributary to the Company.— Speech made on the Appointment

of a Siicceffor to the Throne. — Empire of Jaccatra. — Of Cheribon.— Of the Soe-

foehoenam, or Emperor of Java. — Of the Sultan. — Principality of Madura. —
Political Conduct of the Company towards the native Princes.

nPHE ifland of Java, which is one of the largefl: of thofe conflituting the great
-*- oriental Archipelago, is fituated between fix degrees and nine degrees fouth lati-

tude, and extends from one hundred and twenty degrees to one hundred and thirty.

one eafl longitude from TenerifFe, being one hundred and fixty-five Dutch miles in

length. It lies nearly in the direftion of eaft and wefl. To the fouth, and to the

weft, its fliores are waftied by the fouthern Indian ocean ; to the north-weft of it lies

the ifland of Sumatra ; to the north, Borneo ; to the north-eaft, Celebes ; and to the

eaft that of Bali : from which laft it is feparated by a narrow paflage, called the Straits

of Bali. The arm of the fea which runs between Java and Sumatra, is known by

the appellation of the Straits of Sunda. The length of this channel is, on the Su-

matra fide, taken from the Flat Point, to Varkens, or Hog Point, fifteen German
miles ; and, on the Java fide, from the firft point, or Java Head, to the point of

Bantam, full twenty. In the mouth of the Strait lies Prince's Ifland, about a league

and a half from the coaft of Java, and full fix leagues from that of Sumatra.

Prince's Ifland is low, and only about four leagues in circumference. It has,

however, two hills, one at its eaft end, and the other a little more to the fouth, which

make it vifible at a moderate diftance, cfpccially the hill which lies at the eaft end,

and which is accordingly called the high hill by navigators f.

There is a ftone reef at its fouth-weft fide, which, according to the charts, ex-

tends a league and a half out to fea, and is dangerous for the ftiips which pafs through

the paflage between this ifland and Java. Prince's Ifland is covered with trees, and

affords an agreeable profpeft to the pafling feamen : it is inhabited by Javancfe, who
fubfift by fifliing.

* A Dutch admiral. Tranflatcd by Mr. Wilcocks, who has added valuable notes from various Dutch

authors ; London, 1798, 3 vols. 8vo.

f The Engli(h call it the Pike : in Lieutenant Cook's voyage in the Endeavour, there is a more

ample account of this ifland. Tr.

By
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By the fituation of this ifland, at the entrance of the Straits of Sunda, are formed
two paffiiges ; the one, running between Prince's Ifland and Java, has been called the

Behouden, or Secured Paflage, and is made ufe of, for the moft part, by thofe fhips

which have to pals the Straits during the fouth-eafl: monfoon, in order that, failing

dole in with the fhore of Java, they may foon get within anchoring-depth, and not be

in danger of being driven out to fea again by the currents, which at that time of the

year fet ftrongly out of the vS'a-aits to the weilward.

The other paffage, which is called by feamen, Het Groote Gat, or the Great Chan-

nel, fometimes ferves alfo as an entrance to the Straits, during the fouth-eall mon-
foon ; but it is with the greatefl difficulty, and after a continued ftruggling with the

fouth-eafterly winds, and the currents, that this can be eifefted ; and it is not an

unfrequent circumftance that five or fix weeks are fpent, in working up a diftance,

which, in the weft monfoon, is often failed over, in twice as many hours.

The Eaft India Company's fhip, Luxemburg, Captain Roem, affords an inftance

hereof: fhe failed on the ad of June 1768, from the bay of Punto Gallo, and came
in fight of the Flat Point of Sumatra, at the entrance of the Straits, on the 24th of

July, but could not gi^t upon the anchoring-ground, under the fliore of Java, till the

2 I it of November. It was, however, remarkable, that the fhip Torenvliet, which

failed in company with the Luxemburg from Punto Gallo, reached Batavia full three

months before her ; and hence appears how much fometimes one fhip is either a better

failer or has better fortune than another, though feamanfhip and knowledge be upon
an equal footing.

Notwithftanding the difficulty of entering the flraits on this fide, when thefe con-

trary winds and currents are in force, yet almoft all the fhips which fall to leeward,

upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, as well as thofe which come from Surat, Malabar,

Ceylon, Coromandel, Bengal, or other places in the weft of India, are obliged to

pafs through this channel, as it is fcarcely pofTible for them to reach the windward

fhore of Java, in the teeth of the fouth-eaft monfoon, and they therefore cannot avail

of the other pafTage. That this, however, is not wholly impiafticable, appeared by
the fliips the Young Lieven and the Afia, who in the month of June 1770 effeded

it
;

yet fuch cafes are extremely rare.

The entrance of the ftraits, on this fide, affords an uncommonly pleafing profpefl:,

near the Sumatran fhore. Firft, the Flat Point, which is low, and covered with trees,

and behind it the majeftic mountains of Sumatra, rifing with a gradual afcent, and
reaching to the clouds ; a little more forward, the Keizers, or Emperor's Ifland, lifts

its high and fpiry fummit ; farther on, the iflands Kraketau, Slybzee, and Pulo Bicie,

or the Iron Ifland, fhew their mountains covered with ever-verdant woods. The op-

pofite coaft of Java is not inferior to this, and improves continually in appearance, as

you pafs along it, affording at the fame time good anchorage, which is not to be met
with on the Sumatra fide. The numerous groves of cocoa-nut-palms, and the rice-

fields in the back ground, give the moft pleafing ideas of the fertility of the foil.

Twelve or thirteen leagues from Prince's Ifland, in the narroweft part of the ftrait,

and oppofite to Varkens, or Hog Point of Sumatra, lies an ifland that, on account of

its fituation, exaiftly in the middle of the channel, has, with great propriety, obtained

the name of Dwars in den Weg, Thwart the Way, or Middle Ifle. It is low, and of

little extent, with fome fmall reefs, which ftretch out from it here and there. Like

all the iflands in thefe feas, it is covered with wood, and, as far as I know, it is

uninhabited.

A ftrong
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A ftrong current runs through the paflages on either fide of this ifland during the

whole year, fetting, with the prevailing eafterly or weflerly winds, either to the north-

eaft or to the fouth-weft, akhough it fometimes happens that the current runs con-

trary to the diredion of the wind, for a fliort time. Between Dwars in den Weg and
the coafl: of Java, and farther on to the point of Bantam, there appears to be a fettled

current, independent of the wind ; at lead I found when, in the month of June, coming
from Bengal with the (hip Cornelia Hillegonda, I lay at anchor, for a day and a half,

in the bay of Anjer, over againft Dwars in den Weg, that the current changed its

courfe to a contrary direftion, twice in four-and-twenty hours ; that, however, which

flowed towards the ftraits was full as flrong again as that which fct the oppofiie way :

the fouth-eaft monfoon was then at its height. I experienced the fame thing in the

month of November of the fame year, with the fhip Huis ter Mye, though it was then

in the latter end of the monfoon.

Ships pafhng out through the ftraits of Sunda often anchor in the bay of Anjer, in

order to take in their laft fupply of frefh water, from a rivulet which luns from the

mountains into the fea at this place, clofe to a little grove of cocoa-nut trees. There is

likewife a Javanefe village, which is under the jurifdiclion of the King of Bantam, and
which has erroneoufly been reckoned by fome travellers, among the large cities of Java,

though it has nothing that can be conftrued into a town.

Not far from this place there is an iflet or rock, entirely overgrown with brufhwood,

which is called the Brabandfch-hoedje ; and a little farther to the north a fimilar one,

called the Toppers-hoedje *
; this laft is fteep and bold, having fifty fathoms depth

clofe to it.

The Dutch Eaft India Company claim an abfolute fovereignty over the ftraits of

Sunda, and this is acknowledged by all the other powers. The Company require the

falute, and have the right of interdifling this paflagc to all other nations, though

they do not put their right in force t- This right is maintained as proceeding

from the circumftance, that the land on both fides of the ftraits is tributary to the Com-
pany ; viz. the kingdom of Bantam on the Java fliorc, and on the other fide the land

of Lampon, with that which lies farther weftward, being conquered provinces belonging

to Bantam. There is a refolution on this fubjedt of the council of India, and articles are

included in the fecret orders, which are given to the Company's ftiips bound to the

weft of India refpedling the falute to be required of the fliips of other nations ; which

order is not to be opened, unlefs they chance to meet with fuch.

From Anjer to the point of Bantam the country appears in general with high moun-
tains inland, and a foreland more level. From this point, which is the northermoft

extremity of Java, the land declines to the fouth-eaft, and makes a deep bay ; and in

the fartheft part of the bight is fituate the city of Bantam, of which I have already made
fome mention, and ftiall fay more refpefting it hereafter.

From the point of Pontang, which forms the caftern extremity of the bay of Bantam,

as that which we have juft mentioned does the weftern, the land is every where very

low
;

yet there are high mountains inland, among which the Blue Mountain towers

above the reft. Although this mountain lies at a great diftance, towards the fouth

* Thcfe fmall iflaiids are called the Cap and Button, by the EngliHi navigators. Tr.
\- Tills claim has never been openly made by the Dutch, except indeed tlieir putting fnndry queftions

to all ftrange fliips who pafs the ftraits, as cireumllantially related in Cook's voyage in the Endeavour,

may be conftrued into fuch a claim ; and it would probably not be allowed by the other nations who
trade to India, if infiftcd upon. Tk.

VOL. xr. V The
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fide of the ifland, and fouth-eaft from Batavia, yet it is fecn before Bantam. It was

formerly, as is related, a volcano, but nothing of this kind is at prefent perceivable.

The navigation from this place to the road of Batavia, aifords the mofl agreeable

profpeds, by the numerous fmall iflands, covered with perpetual verdure, which are

ilrewed, as it were along the fea. The anchoring-ground is every where very good,

but there are many rocks, which are from ten to eighteen feet under water, and which

fometimes occafion much damage to the veffels that do not carefully avoid them. Ihe
government of Batavia, however, have caufed buoys to be placed upon them, moored

by heavy anchors ; and upon fome of them beacons are erected ; but when thefe are

waflied away by the currents, the navigator mufl: avoid the rocks, by taking the bear-

ings of the feveral iflands.

The road of Batavia is juftly efteemed one of the bed in the world, as well with

regard to the anchoring-ground, which confifts of a foft clay, as with regard to the

fafety it affords to the fliips which anchor in it, and to the number which it can contain.

Although the road is open from the north-weft to eaft-north-eaft and eaft, yet fliips lie as

fecure and quiet as if they were landlocked, on account of the numerous iflands which

lie on that fide, and break the force of the waves. Ships, therefore, are never obliged

to moor ftem and ftern here ; and the current which runs within the iflands is not

ftrong, but wnthout them it is very violent.

In the road, neareft to the town, lies a guardfhip, commonly called the admiral-fhip,

with an enfign at the top, from which, both in the day and in the night, fuch fign ds

are made to the other fliips in the road as the commanding officer fliall think needful.

For feveral years paft it has been regulated, that one of the captains of the fhips in the

road, fhould keep guard on board this fhip, in order that, in cafe of accident by fire

or otherwife, there may be always fomebody at hand to give the necelfary directions,

as the other captains of the velTels generally pafs the night in the city. On fuch occa-

fions, a fignal is made from the admiral- fliip to give information, in order that the

neceffary afTiftance be immediately fent from the fliore.

Before I fay any thing of Batavia, it will not be improper to relate how far the power

of the Eaft India Company extends over the whole idand of Java. This is divided into

four empires, or kingdoms, which are, either wholly or in part, fubjecl to the domi-

nions of the Company.
The firft, to begin from the weft, is the kingdom of Bantam ; this is governed by its

own Kings, with full power of life and death over their fubjeds, yet they are tributary

to the Company, paying a yearly acknowledgment of a hundred bhars of pepper, or

thu"ty-feven thoufand five hundred pounds weight. Befide which there is a ftrict engage-

nient entered into by the King, not to fell any pepper, or any thing elfe of the produce

of his country to other nations. It muft all be delivered to the Company, for a certain

llipulatcd price. And this does not ibicly regard the pepper produced in his dominions

in Java, but likewife all that is grown in his other territories, his conquered provinces,

iituated in the great ifland of Borneo, and in Sumatra, which likewife yield much
pepper ; and the Company have accordingly refidencies eftablifhed, in the firft at

Banjermafiing, and in the laft at Lampon Toulabouwa, which ferve in the fame way
as Port Speelwyk does at Bantam, to enforce the fulfilment of the treaties, and to

prevent a contraband trade.

The King of Bantam is alfo deprived of the power of appointing his own fuccefTor,

and the Company nominate one of the royal family to fucceed him, as latterly took

place in the year 1767.
The fpcech made on that occafion by Mr. OfTenberg, ordinary counfellor of India,

who
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who was deputed thither from Batavia, to reprefent the united Dutch Eafl: India Com-
pany, as lord paramount, appeared to me, from its peculiarity, well worthy of being

literally inferted in this place, as tranflated out of the Malay, which was the language
in which it was delivered, as follows :

" His Excellency the Governor-general and the Honourable the Council of
India, having thought fit and relblved to appoint me as their comuilirary plenipotentiary

to the court of Bantam, in order, at the requeit of the King, to propofe and appoint His
Majefty's eldefl fon Pangorang (Prince) Gufti, as hereditary Prince, and fucceflbr to

the empire of Bantam'; and this defirable period being now arrived, in confequence I,

the commiffary aforefaid, in the name and behalf of the general Eafl: India Company of
the Netherlands, appoint the faid Pangorang to bePangorang Ratoo, or hereditary Prince,

and heir to the crovvn and the whole empire of Bantam, by the title of Abul Mofagir
Mohamed Ali Joudeen.
" The commiffary expefts that the faid Pangorang Ratoo will, at all times, confider

this his important promotion as a peculiar favour, and a great benefit conferred upon him
by the Honourable Company, being adopted from this moment as the grandlbn of the

Eafl: India Company of the Netherlands ; and that he will henceforward, on all

occafions and in all times, behave with integrity and gratitude towards them, obcyinfr

the commands of the Honourable Company, and of the King his father, during his

whole life."

After the appointment this harangue was again read, by order of the commiffary,

in the Malay language, in the prefence of the King his father, of all the grandees of
his court, and a number of the Company's fervants, who had come from Batavia, and
belonged to the retinue of the commiffary ; and the ceremony concluded with the

playing of gomgoms and other demonflrations of joy.

The fecond empire in Java is that of Jaccatra, which is bounded to the eafl; by that

of Cheribon, and to the weft by the kingdom of Bantam. Jaccatra was formerly

governed by its own Kings, but the laft of thefe, having been fubdued by the arms of

the Company in the year 1 6
1
9, they have ever fince poffeffed it, by the right of conquefl.,

as fovereigns. It is under the immediate government of the governor general and the

council of India, and all the Javanefe of Jaccatra are therefore born the Company's
fubjeds. Before this revolution Jaccatra was the capital of the empire, but Batavia,

which is built very near the former, is now the chief place.

The third empire is that of Cheribon. This is at prcfent under the dominion of

three different Princes, who are independent of the Company, and fovereigns in their

refpedive diftricfs. Yet they are their allies, and, in the fame manner as the King of

Bantam, they are bound, by treaty, to fell all the produce of their territories exclufively

to the Company, and not to permit any other nation than the Dutch to enter their

dominions; for the due maintenance of which conditions the Company likewife take

care to guard and garrifon their fea-ports.

Thefe Princes would be the only ones in Java who poffeffed not only nominal, but

alfo real fovercignty, were it not for the fituation of their dominions, which lie between

Jaccatra and the empire of the Soefoehoenam, or Emperor of Java, who is alfo a

dependent on the Company, of whom they muft of courfe ftnnd in awe, and whofe

wiihes they muft in every refpeft obferve ; for if they do not, the Company make no
fcruple of dethroning one Prince, and cftablifliing another in his ftead.

The Company exercifed their power in this refpcd, in the conunencement of the

year 1769. One of thefe Cheribon Princes, not treating his fubjecls well, was put

under arreft, by orders from the council of India, and banilhcd to the caftle Victoria in

the ifland of Amboyna ; while another Prince of the Blood was elevated to the vacant

Y 2 dignity.
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dignity, upon the condition, however, of his furnifliing a certain annual Aim of money
for the fupport of his imprifoned predeceflbr.

The fourth empire is that of the Soefoehoenam, or Emperor of Java, which is often

called Soefoehoenam Mataram, from the place of his refidence. This empire compre-

hended of old the greateft part of the illand : that of Cheribon once formed part of it,

and it was then very powerful, but, fmce our nation has been eftabliflied here, it has

loft much of its luftre and importance. Yet it remained undivided till about the middle

of the prefent century, when the Emperor, found himfelf fo much embarraffed, in con-

fequence of the rebellion of Manko Boeni, a Prince of the Blood, that he made a ceffion

of his territories to the Company, who, in return, granted him the half back again as

their vaflal, and promifed him their protection, engaging at the fame time never to make
any one Emperor of Java who was not a Prince of the Imperial family.

The empire being thus fplit into two parts, the other half was, in the fame manner,

given to ]\Ianko Boeni, as the Company's vafl'al, under the title of Sultan, with the

like promife of protection, and the like engagement, never to nominate any other than

Princes of his family, as fucceflbrs to his dignity^ This other half, therefore, conlti-

tutes the fifth empire of Java.

To thefe may be added a fixth, though it does not properly belong to Java, being a
feparate ifland, but clofe to it. I mean the illand and principality of Madura, which is

divided from Java by a narrow flrait. It is under the government of a Prince, who
is equally a vaflal of the Company, who, on this account, alfo difpofe refpeding the

fucceffion.

All thefe Princes are under engagements (as has already been noticed with refpeft

to Bantam and to Cheribon) to deliver the produce of their refpeftive countries to the

Company alone, and not to fell any of it to any other nation ; likewife, not to enter

into any connexions or treaties with other powers ; and great care is taken to enforce

thefe conditions by the Company, whofe numerous forts and garrifons along the whole
north coafl: of Java, render the contravention of them extremely difficult, if not wholly

impoflible, to the native Princes.

Were they, however, all to unite againfl: the Company, the latter would be in a very

difagreeable predicament ; but their mutual and unceafing jealoufies and animofities are

fafeguards againft this. Though the Company's government do not perhaps foment,

yet they do not extinguifh the flames of difcord ; which being always kept fmoulder-

ing, make one native Prince prevent whatever another may defign againft the Company,
by giving them immediate advice thereof.

It was likewife for very folid political reafons, that the empire of Java was allowed, or

rather contrived, to be divided into two ftates ; for fuch an extent of territory as it-

formerly comprehended, would always have made whoever was its fole mafter a dan-

gerous neighbour to the Company, wTiereas being now under the dominion of two
different men, who are likewife irreconcileable enemies, it is eafily kept in entire

fubjection.

CHAP. II. — Situation of Java.— Climate.— Latid and Sea Winds.— Monfoons.—
Tbimderjlorms.— Rivers.— Produdions.— Pepper.— Rice.— Sugar. — Coffee.—
Cotton Tarn,— Salt. — Indigo.— Timber. — Fruits.— Vajl Variety of them. — The
Natives.— Their Character. — Drefs. — Cujloms.— Dwellings.— Food.— Diver-

fions.— Religion. — Phyficians, — Agriculture.

JAVA is fituated, as we have before obferved, to the fouth of the equator, in a

climate, which was thought uninhabitable by the ancients, on account of the fcorching

9 heat.
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heat, which they believed rendered the land there fo arid and barren as to be unable to

produce any thing for the fubfiftcnce of man. This opinion originated from their total

ignorance refpedting the interior parts of Africa which lie between the tropics, as well
as refpe£ting the Indies, and the great peninfula beyond the Ganges. The improve-
ments of navigation, in modern times, have exploded this error, and proved that the

lands near the equinoclial, far from being infertile and uninhabited, on the contrary,

yield the palm in nothing to lefs torrid regions, and are able to feed full as many inha-

bitants as the mod fertile country in the temperate climates, provided the land be but
properly cultivated.

The idea that the heat muft be utterly infupportable in thefe parts is not fo abfurd,

for the fun is twice a year vertically over them, and its rays fhoot almofl always in a

perpendicular line ; fo that it would for certain be nearly as bad as was fuppofed, if

nature herfelf did not come to their afiiftance, by the refrefliing land and fea-brcezes

which blow here alternately throughout the year, and fo far moderate the heat as to

make it bearable by mod men. As the rifing and fetting of the fun is likewife always

nearly at the fame hour, and fcarcely differing more than a few minutes, the long

nights confequently cool the air fo much, that in the morning for an hour or two before

day-break, it may be rather faid to be cold than warm, efpecially for fuch people as

have refided here for fome time.

From the month of July to November, which was the time of my lafl: flay at Batavia,

the thermometer of Fahrenheit was always, in the hottefl: part of the day, between
eighty-four and ninety degrees, excepting only one day when it rofe to ninety-two

degrees ; and in the greateft degree of coolnefs in the morning, it was feldom lower

than feventy-fix degrees. This thermometer was placed in the open air, in the city,

Ihaded both from the rays of the fun, and from their reflexion.

The barometer undergoes little or no variation, and ftands for a whole year at

twenty-nine inches ten lines, as I was informed by the Rev. Mr. Mohr, who made
daily annotations thereof.

The warmth of the air decreafes greatly, on approaching the mountains, which lie to-

wards the fouthern parts of the illand. Credible people have affured me, that at the coun-

try feat of the governor general, which is called Buitenzorg, (rural care), and is fituated

full fixteen Dutch miles fouth from Batavia, at the foot of the Blue Mountains, the

cold Is fo great in the morning, that not only thick clothes are requifite, but it is

difficult to become warm even with them *.

The land and fea-winds, of which mention has already been made, blow here every

day, without exception. The fca-breeze, which in the eaft monfoon is generally con-

fined between eaft-north-eaft and north, but in the well monfoon runs as far as north-

weft, and farther, begins to blow about eleven or twelve o'clock in the forenoon.

It increafcs in the afternoon by degrees, till the evening, and then dies gradually

away, till about eight or nine o'clock it is perfeftly calm. The land wind then

begins at midnight, or jufl before, and continues till an hour or two after funrife,

when it generally again falls calm, till the fea-breeze comes on at its accuflomcd

hour.

* Dr. Thunbcrg, wlio vifited both Buitenzorg and tlie Blue Mountains, fays, tliat tlic climate there

was very healthy and refrefliing, and the air, efpecially in the morning and evening, not only cool,

but abfolutely cold, infomuch that, not having brought a great coat with him, he was " chiUed,-

and perfectly fliivered with the cold evening air, in a country that lies almofl diredly under the

equator." Tr.
The
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The year is divided into two feafons, one of which is called the eaft monfoon *, or

dry feaion, and the other the weft monfoon, or rainy feafon.

The eail, or good monfoon (goede mouiVon), commences in the months of April and

May, and ends in the latter end of September, or the beginning of October. The
tradewinds then blow, about four or five leagues off fliore, and through the whole

of the Indian feas, to the fouth of the line, from the fouth-eafl and eaft-fouth-eaft, at

times, however, running as far as fouth -fouth-eafl:,with fine dry weather, and a clear Iky.

The weft, or bad monfoon (kwaade mouffon), generally begins in the latter end

of November, or the beginning of December. The wind then often blows with great

violence, and is accompanied by heavy torrents of rain, which render this feafon very

unhealthy, and a time of the grcateft mortality. The fi\me winds are likewife found

to prevail every where to the louth of the Hue. I'hcy continue to the latter end of

February, or the beginning of March, and then are very variable, till April ; in which

month, as I was informed, the eallerly winds begin to blow : hence thefe months,

as likewife October and part of November, are called the fhifting months ; and thefe

times of the breaking up of the monfoons, are efteemed at Batavia, the nioft un-

healthy of all.

It is very remarkable, that when the weftcrly winds blow as far as nine or ten

degrees to the fouth of the line, the contrary takes place, at the fame time, and to

the fame diftance, to the north of it ; and vice verfa, when the wefterly winds prevail

to the north, the eafterly winds blow to the fouth of the line ; which alternation is

greatly helpful to the navigation weftward of Java.

For fome years paft, it has been obferved at Batavia, that the commencement of the

monfoons begins to be very uncertain, fo that, neither their beginning, nor their end,

can be depended upon, with fo much certainty as formerly ; the caufe of which has

not hitherto been difcovered.

Thunder-ftorms are very frequent at Batavia, efpecially towards the conclufion of

the monfoons, when they occur almoft every evening. They however, moflly pafs

away without doing any damage. I have noticed in my journal the only two times,

during my refidence there, that they did any ; the one in the month of Auguft, 1769,

when I was at the ifland Onruft, where the lightning fell upon the powder-magazine,

wholly deftroying the tiled roof, while it fortunately happened, that there was no powder,

at that time, in the magazine ; the other, when it ifruck the fhip, the Admiral de

Ruiter, in Oftober, 1770 ; both which accidents were however unaccompanied by the

deftruction of any perlon.

To the beft of my knowledge, there are no large rivers in Java, navigable by

veffels of even a moderate burden, but there are many fmall ones, which flowing

down from the mountains, in a northerly direction, run into the fea, all along

.the north coail ; they are however, moifly choaked up at the mouth, by fands,

or mud banks, which render their enti-ances, at low water, very difficult to the fmal-

left veffels.

On the bank, or bar, before Batavia, the flood rifes about fix feet, though at fpring-

tides, as evei y where, it is more. High and low water, likewife, only occur once in

four-and-twenty hours.

* The word monfoon, (in Dutch, mouffon), is derived from mouflim, which, in the Malay language,

fignifies feafon. See Valcntvn, Dcfchryvlng van Ooll-Indie, vol. ii. p. 136.

Mr Marfden, in his hiltory of Sumatra, page 13, fays, that the word mooffeem, of which the tenn

jnonfoon appears to be a corruption, fignifies a year, both in Arabic, and in Malay, Tr.

2 The
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' The produftions which the ifland yields, are confiderable, and of great importance

to the company : more particularly for the lad thirty years, in which period the

cultivation of coffee, and other articles, has been afllduoufly profecuted and en-

couraged.

The chief produce is pepper, which is nioftly grown in the weftern part of the

ifland. This ipice is produced from a plant * of the vine kind, which twines its ten-

drils round poles, or trees, like ivy or hops. The pepper corns grow in bunches,

clofe to each other. They are firft green, but afterwards turn black. When dried,

they are firfl feparated from the duft, and partly from the outward membranous coat,

by means of a kind of winnow, called a harp, and then laid up in warehoufes. This
winnow or harp is an oblong frame, with a bottom of iron wire clofely twifled, fo

that the pepper-corns cannot pafs through it ; this is fet floping, and the ungarbled
pepper rolling along it frees itfelf from moft of its impurities.

The empire of Bantam, with its dependencies at Lampon, yields annually to the

Company more than fix millions of pounds of this fpice. This pepper is efteemed the

next beft to that which comes from the coafl: of Malabar. That from Palembang, of

which likewile a very confiderable quantity is delivered to the Company, as well as

that of Borneo, is of a much inferior quality f.

The price for which the King of. Bantam is obliged to fell all the pepper, produced

in his dominions, is fixed at lix rix-dollars, or fourteen gilders and eight flivers per

picol, of one hundred and twenty-five pounds |.

It has been the opinion of many, that the white pepper is the fruit of a plant, dif-

tinft from that which produces the black; this, however, is no t the cafe ; they are

both the fame production ; but the white is manufactured, by being laid in lime,

which takes off its outer coat, and renders it whitilh. This is done before the pepper

is perfectly dry.

Ricj § is the fecond product of Java, and is collefted in large quantities, efpecially

in the empire of Java Proper. It grows chiefly in low, fenny ground. After it has

been fown, and has (hot up about two or three hand breadths, above the ground, it

is tranfplanted by little bundles, of fix or more plants, in rows ; then by the dam-
ming up of the many rivulets, which abound in this country, the rice is inundated, in the

rainy feafon, and kept under water, till the ftalks have attained fufficient (trength ; when
the land is drained, by opening the dams, and it is foon dried by the great heat of the fun.

At the time of the rice harvelt the fields have much the fame appearance as our

wheat and barley-fields, and afford an equally rich fcene of golden uniformity.

The fickle is not ufed in reaping the rice, but inflead of it a fmall knite, with which

the ftalk it cut, about a foot under the ear ; this is done, one by one, and they are

then bound into (heaves, the tenth of which is the reward of the mower.

The paddee, which is the name given to the rice, whilft in the hu(k ||, does not

grow, like wheat and barley, in compact ears, but like oats, in loofe fpikes. It is not

* Piper nigrum.

f See the exaft quantities of the imports of pepper at Batavia, for one year, from all thefe places, ia

book Iv, chap. i. of Mr. Stavorimis's fecond voyage. Tr.

J Equal to about twenty-two (liiUings fterliiig per hundred weight Englifh, or nearly twopence half-

penny per pound. Tr. ^ Oryzafativa.

II
1 he following, befides many others, are names applied to rice, in its different ftages of growth and

preparation; paddee, orginal name of the feed : ooifay, grain of lad leafon ; bunnee, the rice-plants before

tranfplantation ; brafs, or bray, rice ftripped of its huJk ; charroop, rice cleaned for boiling ; naflee,

boiled rice. &c. Tr.

threfhed.
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threfhed, to feparate it from the hufk, but flamped in large wooden blocks, hollowed

out ; and the more it is (lamped the whiter it becomes when boihJ. The native

Indians, throughout the eaft, ufe this grain as bread, and as their principal food.

Java has been called the granary of the eaft, on account of the immenfe quantity

of rice which it produces. The other iflands in this neighbourhood, yield little or

none, except Celebes, where enough is grown to provide likewife Amboyna with this

ftafl" of Ufe.

In the year 1767, the quantity of feven thoufand lafts, or thirty-one millions of

pounds of rice * was required, and furniflied, for the confumption of Batavia, Ceylon,

and Banda, from the iiland of Java.

Sugar is likewife an article, which is produced in large quantities in Java, and
brought to Batavia. The quantity of thirteen millions of pounds, manufactured in the

year 1768 in the province of Jaccatra alone, is fuiiicient to fliew with what luxuriance

the fugar-cane t fiourifhes here. Much of it is exported to the weft of India, to Surat

and the coafl; of Malabar, and the reft to Europe. Moft of the fugar-mills are kept

and worked by Chinefe.

A fourth, production of the ifland is coffee. The plantations of it are, however,

peculiarly confined to the provinces of Cheribon and Jaccatra. The tree | which pro-

duces this berry was firlf introduced into Java in i;z22, or 1723, under the govern-

ment of the governor general Zwaardekroon, who greatly encouraged the culti-

vation of it among the Javanefe. It is at prefent fo much multiphed, that in the

year 1768, Jaccatra furniflied four millions four hundred and fixty-five thoufand five

hundred pounds weight to the Company, who paid no more, according to the beft of

my knowledge, than three rix- dollars and a half, or eight gilders eight ftivers per

picol, of a hundred and twenty-five pounds §.

Cotton-yarn is likewife an important objett of trade, which Java furniflies to the

Company. It is fpun by the Javanefe, from the cotton which is produced in great

plenty in the interior parts. The province of Jaccatra yielded, in 1768, no more
than one hundred and thirty-three picols, or fixteen thoufand two hundred and
twenty-five pounds, which was one thoufand eight hundred and feventy-five pounds
lefs than ought to have been delivered by the Indians, according to the quota impo-

fed upon them ; but this deficiency was occafioned by a feafon of uncommon drought,

by which the cotton-crop had been materially injured.

Salt, much of which is brought from Rembang to Batavia, is equally an article

of trade for the Company, who difpofe of it for a handfome profit at Sumatra's

weft coaft.

Another produft of the country is indigo, which is moftly fhipped to Europe.

The culture of the plant which produces this dye
||

is profecuted with vigour in the

province of Jaccatra. In the year 1768, the natives were affeffed at fix thoufand

one hundred and twenty-five pounds, though they only furnifhed two thoufand eight

hundred and feventy-five pounds.

* Fourteen thoufand tons, or two hundred and eighty thoufand cvvt. Tr.
+ Saccharuin officinarum. j: Coffea.

§ Mr. Stavorir.us corredls this ftatement, with refpeft to the price, in his fecond voyage, where he

informs us, that the rate at which the Company paid for the coffee was four rix-dollars per picol,' being

equal to about fourteen (liilliugs and five pence i\erliiig per cwt ; but other accounts make this article ftand

them in the fame proportion as the pepper, two pence halfpenny per pound, or about one pound two
(hillings per cwt. the firft is probably what is paid to the cultivator's and the fall the mvoice-value, being

with the addition (f the charges. Tr.

II
Indigofcra tiiidoria.

Large
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Large quantities of heavy timber are alfo brought from the north-ead coafl of Java,

to Batavia. This is not, in reality, a branch of trade for the company ; but it is of

great importance for fhip building, and other purpofes *.

From all this, the great importance of this ifland to the company, is very apparent.

It produces fome of their moft confiderable articles of commerce, and provides the

greateft part of their Indian poiTeflions with food, not to fay any thing of the lafl;

mentioned advantage, of furnifhing materials for fhip building.

The ifland is extremely abundant in fruit-bearing trees. In the firfl: place, there

is the cocoa-nut-palm f, which is well known. The furi-tree, which yields the palm-

wine, or toddy. China-oranges
J, of which there are two forts, one of a large, and

the other of a fmaller fize. The tamarind-tree § , whofe fruit confifls in pods, con-

taining the tamarind, a fpungy fubftance, in which the beans or (tones are inclofed.

The pompelmoes, or fhaddock ||, the fruit of which is one of the mo{l wholefome,

on account of its refrefhing quality and tafte.

Next the durioon, or drioon-tree ^, the fruit of which is inclofed in a hard fliell,

of the fize of a man's head, and fometimes larger ; it has a mofl: difagreeable fmell,

which is extremely ofFenfive to thofe who have never eat of it ; when once, however,

the fruit is tailed, the loathing which its odour is apt to excite, is quickly overcome,

and ufe makes it, in the end, fo femiliar, that it is generally preferred beyond all

other fruits. It is a ftrong ftimulative, and is therefore much prized by the Chinefe.

The furfak-tree **, has a fruit of a fimilar kind with the durioon, but it is not accom-

panied by fuch a fetid fmell.

The mango- tree ttj deferves equally to be noticed ; its fruit, when ripe, has a thin,

oblong ihape, and is about the fize of a goofe's egg. Its coat is not thick, of a yellow

colour, and foft. When peeled, it has a flefliy fubfl:ance. Within, it is of an orange colour,

like a melon, with which its flavour has likewife fome analogy ; but if the mango be

a good one, it is much more delicious. In the centre, is a large kernel. When
green, it is made into attjar J| ; for this, the kernel is taken out, and the fpace filled

* See the more ample account given of the articles of trade of Java, in book iv. chap. i. of Mr.

Staverrinus's fecond voyage. Tr.

"t"
Cocos nucifera. J Citrus aurantium. § Tamarindus indica.

II
Citrus decumanus ; the fhaddock is a large lemon, of the fize of a child's head; the juice is mode-

ratel' acid, and quenches thirft ; it is cooling, antifeptic and antifcorbuiic. Tr.

^1 The botanical rank of the durioon though it is particularly noticed in Cook's voyage in the Endeavour,

as well as by Dr. Thunburg, fecms not to have been yet afccrtained ; the following account of the tree

which produces it, from Marfden, may perhaps be helpful to the botanift : " The tree is large and lofty ;

the leaves are fmall in proportion, but in themfelves long and pointed. The blofoms grow in chillers, on

the ftem and larger branches. The petals are five, of a ycllowifii white, furrounding five bunches of

ftamina, each bunch containing about twelve, and each ftamen having four anthers. The pointal is

knobbed at top. When the llamina and petals fall the cmpalement refembles a fungus, and is near

the fhape of a Scotch bonnet. The fruit is not unhkc the bread fruit, but larger and rougher on the

outfide." It has by fome been confounded with the bread fruit. Dr. Thunburg fays, it is confidercd

as diuretic, ami fudorific, and ferviceable in expelling wind. Tr.
•* This fecms to be the nauca, or jakes of Cooke, and the boa nanca (raJermachia) of Thunburg ;

or what is commonly called tiie jack,' by the Englilh ; at Batavia, it is generally of the l\/.c of a large

melon : its fmell fumewliat refembles that of mellow apples, mixed with garlic : the outer coat is covered

with angular prickles, and contains a number of feeds, or kernels (which, when roalled, eat like chefnuts)

inclofed in a flelhy fubftance, of a rich, but to ftraiigers, too llrong a flavour, but which gains upon

the tailc. Tr..

-j-f Mangifera indica.

%% Articles preferved in vinegar, with pepper and other fpices, arc called attjar ; befidcs mangoes, the

rind of melons, cucumbers, and in particular the aromatic routs of the bamboo tree, with various other

roots, fruits and vegetables, are made into attjar. Tr.

VOL. XT. Z up
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Up with ginger, pimento, and other fpicy ingredients, after which it is pickled in

vinegar, and is fent to all parts, as prefents, or othcrwife.

The mango-tanges, or mangofteen *, is efleemed the niofl: delicious fruit that is

produced in the Indies. It is generally of the fize of an apple, and refembles a pome-
granate in appearance, only it is larger and thicker, and its coat is not fo tough. The
fruit, when ftrippcd of the outward rind, appears like a little apple of a fnow-white hue,

compofed of fix or feven lobes, of the fize of a joint of a finger, having a black flone

in the infide ; they are very foft and juicy, and their flavour is fo delightfully refrefli-

ing that it is indefcribable. The tafl:e feemed to me to approach the ncareft to that of

the peach, but it is rather more mellow to the tafte. The tree which produces it

is about the fize of a common plum-tree. I met with people who aflured me, they

had been cured of a dyfenteiy of long fi:anding, by eating large quantities of this

fruit ; though others were of opinion that it produced a contrary eifect. The rind

has a ftrong aftringenl power, and might perhaps be ufed as a dye, for a fine deep red

colour j.

Lemon | and lime-trees are here likewife in great plenty. There is alfo a certain

fruit called katappa §, which is like our walnuts, but better tailed. It grows upon a

high tree, which affords an agreeable fhade, and is inclofed in a green hulk in which it

lies in rolls, and is as white as milk.

Pineapples
||
are produced in large quantities, and are therefore little efteemed at Ba-

tavia ; they are generally fold for the value of a ftivcr (penny) a piece, and fometimes

for lefs.

Befides thefe, there are many other kinds of fruit produced upon the ifland, which

are too numerous for me to mention here^.

The

* Garciiiia manganofta. f The Chinefe ufe the rind of the mangofteen for dying black. Tr.
:j: Citrus medica. § Terminaha catappa. ||

Bromeha ananas.

^ The fruits moft -vvorthy of remark, befides the above, are the following : the pifang, or bananas

(mufa paradifiaca) of which there are feveral forts, the beft, pifang radja, is a delicious and wholefome fruit,

with a thill coat, and an inner pulpy part, which is fweetilli, and fomewhat mealy ; it is eaten both raw,

and drefled in various ways, 'the jamboo (eugenia malaccenfis), which is of a deep red colour, nnd oval

fhape ; the largeft are not bigger than a fmall apple; it is pleafant and cooling, though it has not much
flavour. The jamljoo eyer-mauer (eugenia jambos), which both fmells and taftcs like conferve of rofcs.

The papaya (carica papaya), which is as large as a fmall melon, and the yellow pulp within, has nearly

the fame tafte. The fweetfop (annona fquamofa), which confifts of a mafs of large kernels, from which

the furrcunding pulp, which is very fweet, and of a mealy nature, is lucked. The cullard-apple (annona

reticulata), which derives its Eiigliih name from the hkenefs which its white and rich pulp bears to a cuftard.

The rambutan (nephelium Icppaceum), which grows in large clufters. and very much refembles a chefnut,

with the hu(k on ; the eatable part is fmall in quantity, but its acid is rich and pleafant, and perhaps

more agreeable than any other in the whole vegetable kingdom. The bihmbing (averrhoa belimb), the

bilimbingbeir." (averrhoa carambola), and the cherimelle (avenhoa acida), which are three fpecies of one

genus, and though they differ in fhape, are nearly the fame in tafte ; the firft is oblong, of the thicknefs of a

fino-er, and fo lour, that it cannot be eaten alone ; the bilimbing beiTe, is an egg-Tike pentagonal fruit,

about the fize of a pear, and is the leaft acid of the three; the lift is extremely acid, and of a fmall

roundilTi, irregular (hape, growing in clufters clofe to the branch, and containing each a llngle feed
;

they all make exctllent pickles, and four fauce. The guava (pfidium) which is well known in the Weft
Indies. The boa bidarra (rhamnus jujuba) which is a round yellow fruit, about the fize of a goofebeiTy

;

its flavour is like that of an apple, but it has the aftringency of a crab. The nam-nam (cynometra cau-

lifiora ), which in ftiape fomewhat refembles a kidney ; it is about three inches long, and the outfide is very

rough ; it is feldom eaten raw. The funtul (trichiha) which, within a thick llcin, contains kernels liki

thofe of the mangofteen, but which are both acid and aftringent. The madja (limoni) which contains,

under a hard brittle (hell, a lightly acid pulp, which cannot be eaten without fugar. The falac (calamus

rotang zalacca), which is the fruit of a pricicly bufti, and has a fingular appearance, being covered with

fcales, like thole of ahzard ; it is nutritious and well tafted, in flavour fomewhat refembhnga ftrawbem.-.

The
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The native mliabitants are all commonly called Javanefe, whether they belong to th-^

kingdom of Bantam, or to any other part of Java ; thofe of Madura bear the name of

Iheir ifland. They are of a middling fize, and in general well-proportioned, of a light

brown colour, with a broad forehead, and a flattifli nofe, which has a fmall curve down*
wards at the tip. Their hair is black, and is always kept fmooth and fliining with

cocoa-nut-oil. They are in general proud and lazy, as well as cowardly. Their

principal weapon is a kris, which is a kind of dagger, like a fmall fized couicau de

chaffc^ and which they always carry with them. I'he handle or hilt is made of difi'erent

materials more or lefs valuable, according to the wealth or dignity of the wearer.

The blade is of well-hardened fteel, of a Terpentine fliapc, and thus capable of making

a large and wide wound. It is often poiibned, and in that cafe caufes immediate

death. Arrogant towards their inferiors, they are no lefs cringing with rcfpeft to their

fuperiors, or whoever from whom they have any favour to expecl:.

Their drefs confifls in a piece of cotton, which they wrap round the waift, and

drawing it between the legs faften it behind. They are otherwife naked, except that

they wear a fmall cap on the head. This is the drefs of the common people. Thofe

of more confideration wear a wide Moorifh coat of flowered cotton, or other ftuff,

and in general turbands, infl:ead of the little caps. They fufier no hair but that of the

head to grow, and eradicate it carefully wherever it appears elfewhere.

The drefs of the women is little better than that of tiie men ; it confifls in a piece

of cotton-cloth, which they call faron, and which wrapping round the body, jufl covers

the bofom under which it is faftened, and hangs down to the knees, and fometimes to

the ancles ; the flioulders and part of the back remain uncovered. The hair of the

head, which they wear very long, is turned up and twifled round the head like a fillet,

faftened with long bodkins of different forts of wood, tortoifefliell, filver, or gold,

according to the rank or wealth of the lady. This head-drefs is called a conde, and

is alfo in vogue among the Batavian ladies. It is often likewife adorned with a variety

of flowers.

Both men and women are very fond of bathing, efpecially in the morning. The

children of both fexes go entirely naked, till about eight or nine years of age. Twelve

or thirteen is their age of puberty.

The Javanefe are polygamifls ; they marry as many wives as they can maintain, and

take their female flaves befides for concubines. This, however, of courfe does not

take place with the common people, who mufl: be content with one wife, becaufe they

cannot afford to keep more. The women are proportionally more comely than the

men, and they are very fond of white men. They are jealous in the extreme, and

know how to make an {European, with whom they have had a love affair, and who

proves inconflant, dearly repent both his incontinence and his ficklencfs by adminif-

tering certain drugs to him, by which he is difqualified from the i-epetition of cither.

People of the utmofh credibiUty at Batavia, have related to me too many examples of

this refinement of female revenge to render the circumflance at all doubtful.

—
. *_ *

The fokke fokkes (fo)anum mclongena), wliich is of a purple blue colour, in fliape like a pear, and of

various fizes ; it has an agreeable tafte when boiled. Watermelons (arbufcs), wlifch arc in great plenty,

and very good. Grapes, melons, pumpkins, pomegranates, and figs,. appear to be the only European

fruits to be met witii at Batavia j though llniwberries, and fome others ai-c faid to thrive in the interior

jparts of the country. Tr.

2 ^ Their
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Their dwellings may with greater propriety be called huts than houfes. They are

conftrudled of fplit bamboos, interlaced or matted, plaiftered with clay and covered
with attap, or the leaves of the cocoa-nut tree. The entrance is low, and is without a

door or Ihutter. The whole houfe ufually confifts of but one apartment, in which,

hufband, wife, children, and fometimes their poultry, of which they keep a great

nrany, pig together on the ground. They always choofe a fliady place to build in, or

plant trees all round. Such as poffefs more property, are provided with a little more
comfort and convenience ; but it is always in a wretched paltrv manner.

Their chief food is boiled rice with a little fifh, and their drink water. They do

not, however, reject a little arrack, when they can obtain it. They are almofl con-

tinually chewing betel, or pinang, and likewife a fort of tobacco produced here, and

therefore denominated Java tobacco, which they alfo fmoke through pipes made of

reed ; they fometimes put opium into their pipes with the tobacco, in order to invigo-

rate their fpirits, but the continual ufe of it rather deadens them ; I faw feme who
had been too immoderate in this indulgence, who fat like ftatues with open fixed eyes,

and fpeechlefs.

They have no tables or chairs ; but fit upon the ground, or upon mats, with their

legs crolTed under them. They do not either make ufe of any knives, forks, or fpoons,

but eat with their fingers.

They have a certain kind of mufical inftruments, called gomgoms, confiding in.

hollow iron bowls, of various fizes and tones, upon which a man llrikes with an iron,

or wooden flick, which do not make a difagreeable harmony, and are not unlike a fet

of bells.

They are very fond of cock-fighting, for which they keep a peculiar breed. Though
they may be ever fo poor, they will fooner difpofe of every other part of their pro-

perty, than fell their game-cocks. They are, befides, obliged to pay a tax to the com-
pany for thefe fowls ; and this duty is yearly farmed at Batavia, and forms part of the

revenues of the province of Jaccatra. In the year 1770, it amounted to four hundred

and twenty gilders per month *
; it is, however, only in that province that they are

liable to it.

A kind of tennis-play is alfo a favourite diverfion among them, and they are very

handy and dexterous at it. They ftrike the ball with their feet, knees, or elbows,

whither they chufe, and receive it back, thus keeping it for fome time in continual mo-
tion, without its touching the ground: the ball is generally of the fize of a man's head,

hollow, and made of matted reeds.

Their manner of falutation confifts in touching the forehead with the right hand,

accompanied by a flight inclination of the body.

The Mahometan religion is predominant over the whole iiland. It is faid, that far

inland, over the mountains, towards the fouth fide of the ifland, there are ftill fome

of the aboriginal idolatrous natives to be met with. Mofques, or places of prayer of

the Mahomedans, are eredted all over the ifland ; there is a very famous one near

Cheribon, but I did not fee it. They are very particular and nice about the tombs of

their faints, and will fuffcr nothing unbecoming to be done upon or near them ; an in-

ftance of which has been already related.

They have both male and female phyficians, who have been known to eftefl: very

fuxprifing cures, by means t)f their knowledge of the medicinal and vulnerary herbs,

* About 35I. los. or 426I. per anmira. Tr.

produced
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produced in their country. They have fometimes greater pradtice among the Euro-
peans at Batavia, than thofe phyficians who have been regularly bred and come over
from Europe ; yet they have no knowledge whatever of anatomy. Much friftion of
the affected parts is one of their chief means of cure. This is done with two fingers
of the righ^ hand, which are prelTed down by the left, and paffed continually down-
wards, after having firfl apointed the part with water mixed with fine ground wood,
or with oil.

For the purpofes of agriculture, they ufe buffaloes inftead of horfes, though there
are enough of the lafl, but of a diminutive fize. Thefe buffaloes are very large ani-

mals, bigger and heavier than our largefl oxen, furnifhed with great ears, and horns
which proje£l flraight forward, and are bent inwards. A hole is bored through the
cartilage of the nofe, and thefe huge animals are guided by a cord which is pafiTed

through it. They are generally oF an afh-grey colour, and have little eyes. They
are fo accuflomed to be conducted three times a-day into the water to cool themfelves,
that without it they cannot be brought to work. The female gives milk, but it is little

valued by the Europeans, on account of its acrimonious nature.

CHAP. III.— Batavia.— The River of Jaccatra.— The Water-fort. — The Bar at

the Mouth of the River.— The Cajlle. — Buildings in and near it. — Walls of the

City.— Gates. — Admiralty-wharf.— Quarter for the Work?nen.— Churches. —
Houfes. — Chinefe Hoifes.— Maffacre of the Chinefe, in 1 740.— Affcffment on

Rents. •— Bank of Batavia. — Suburbs.— The Chinefe Campon. — Character of the

Chinefe. — Their Appearance.— Drcfs. — Religion. — Temples.— Divination. —
Tombs.— Environs of Batavia. — Roads.— Streets.

THE city of Batavia, flyled by our own and foreign travellers, who have formerly

vifited it, the queen of the eaft, on account of the beauty of its buildings, and the

immenfe trade which it carries on, is fituated very near the fea, in a fertile plain, in

the kindom of Jaccatra, upon the river of that name, which running through the

middle of the town divides it into two parts. To the north of the city is the fea-

{hore ; behind it to the fouth, the land rifes with a gentle and fcarccly perceptible

acclivity up to the mountains, which lie fifteen or fixteen Dutch miles, or leagues in-

land ; one of thefe, which is very high, bears the name of the Blue Mountain.

The fingular circumftances, which gave rife to the building of this city, are too well

known in hiflory, and too circumftantially related by Valentyn, that I fhould repeat

them here *. I fhall only make mention of fuch changes, as have taken place in the

city, fince the time his work was written (1726) ; at leaft, in lb far as I had occafion

to obferve them.

* The beft account in the Engli(h language of the foundation and rife of Batavia, is to be found in the

Modern Univcrfal Hillory, vol. x. page 304, &:c. This is compiled from Valentyn's great work, entitled

Oud en Nieuw Ooll-Indie, and from other Dutch writers. It wis in 1619, that the governor general

John Pietcrfen Coen, took the town of Jaccatra, which he in a great mcafuredeftroyed, and founded an-

other city, not exadly on the fame fpoi, but very near it, to which lie gave the name of Batavia, though

it isfaid, that he much wifhed tohave called it New Horn, from the place of his nativity, Horn in North

Holland. Although then an inconfidcrable place in point of ihength and beauty, he <Ieclared it the

capital of the Dutch fettlemcnts in India ; his choice of the fituation was fo jull, his plan fo well con-

trived, and every thing throve fo fad under his care, that Batavia rofe with unpandlelcd rapidity to that

magn ficence and importance which have rendered it both the admiration and the dread of all the more

eaftern nations of the Indies ; and which (till dazzle and overawe them, although llic city has for thefe

lall.ftfty years greatly declined both as to opulence and population. Tr.

The
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The city is an oblong fquare, the fhortefl; fides facing the north and fouth, and the

longeft the eaft and welt.

Through the middle of the city, from fouth to north, runs as before faid the river

of Jaccatra, over which there are three bridges, one at the upper end of the town,

another at the lower part near the caftle, and the third about the middle, |>eing thence

called the IMiddlepoint bridge. Two of thefe are built of Hone. Clofe by the middle-

inoit, there is a large fquare redoubt, provided with fome pieces of cannon, which com-
mand the river, both up and downwards.
The breadth of the river within the city, is about one hundred and fixty or one

hundred and eighty feet. It runs into the lea, pall the caftle and the admiralty-wharf.

On both fides of the mouth are long piers of wood and brick-work, about three

thoufand eight hundred feet in length, taken from the moat of the city- The eaftt-ra

pier, wiiich was repaired and in a great meafure rebuilt a few years ago, colt the Com-
pany thirty-fix thoufand two hundred and eighteen rix-dollars in timber, and thirty-

fix thoufand three hundred and twenty rix-dollai's in mafonry, making at forty-eight

ftivers, _/. 174,091.4.*; which is, in fafl:, a large fum, when it be confidered that

the timber cofts the Company but little money, as it is produced in abundance in

Java.

The veffels belonging to the free merchants are laid up and repaired between thefe

piers, on the weft. fide ; but along the eaft fide, the palfage remains open for the

lighters which go iji and out of the city, with the cargoes of the fiiips.

At the outward point of the eaftern pier there is a flied which ferves for a ftable for

the horfes, which draw the fmall veffels and boats up and down the river.

Oppofite to this is a horn-work commonly called the Water-fort, which was built

during the government of the governor general Van ImhofF, at an immenfe expence
to the Company ; for feveral large fliips were obliged ^to be funk on account of the

depth of water on the fpot, in order to lay a good foundarion for building the fort.

It is conftruded of a kind of coral-rock, and defended by feveral heavy cannon f. It

has barracks within it for the garrifon; and there is no other approach to it than along

the weftern pier. It is at prefent very much out of repair, and the walls begin to

•fink and fall down in many places.

The objeds for which this fort was erefted, feem to have been the defence of the

road, and of the entrance of the river
;

yet, in both thefe refpefts, it is now of httle

advantage, for the anchoring-place is now fo far removed from this fortification, by
the encreafe of the mudbank which lies before the river, that, although its guns might

reach the ftiips In the road, little damage could be done on either fide, at fuch a dif-

tance
J ; and as to what regards the defence of the river's mouth, that is of very

trifling importance ; for the daily and continual increafe of the bar renders the water

much too fl^allow for large veffels, and an enemy would never feek to effetb a landing

there, but would always prefer an eafy firm fea-beach, fuch as is to be met with be-

yond Ansjol §.

The
* About l6,oool. fterling'. Tr.

f In 1793, when Lord Macartney viCted Batavia, this fort had mounted and difmounted fourteen guns
and two howitzers. Tr.

X Ary Huyfers, who wrote an account of the Dutch fettlements in India in 1 789, and had been at Ba-
tavia a few years before, fays that, in his time, a trial had been made of the heavy artillery at the mouth
of the harbour, and that it was found fufficient to command and protetl the whole extent of the
road. Tr.

§ At Ansjol, and at Tanjongpoura, to the eaftward of the city on the fea-coaft, there are ftroag

forts, and to the weftward at Ankay, Tangorang, and the Kwal. On the landfide Batavia is fui-ther

8 covered
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The above-mentioned tank, or bar, lies dire£Hy before the mouth of the river, and
extends a great way to the weft, and but a Httle to the eaft, for which reafons fuch

veffels as are deeply laden muft go round by the eaft fide, clofe along the eaftern pier,

in order to get within the bar. It is continually incrtafing towards the road, by which
the place where the ftiips lie is more and more removed from the city. To the weft-

ward it is dry in fome places.

Right before the mouth of the river, from which the flialloweft part of the bank is

diftant about fix hundred or fix hundred and fifty feet, there is at low water no more
than one, or one and a half foot ; fo that a common {hip's boat cannot get over it,

but muft alfo go round its eaft end. When the fea-brecze blows frefli, it makes a

troublefome and cockhng fea ; and a weft or bad monfoon feldom pafles without the

lofs of fome veffels upon it.

This fhoalnefs of the water is faid to be the confequence of a violent earthquake,

which took place in Java in the latter end of the laft century, and by which the river

of Jaccatra was partly ftopped up. Yet the greateft increafe of the bank has been

fmce the year 1730 ; and it is to be apprehended, that the river will in time become
wholly unnavigable and ufelefs by it.

The caftle or citadel of Batavia, which forms the north boundary of the eaftern

divifion of the city is a regular fquare fortrefs, with four baftlons, which are conne^ed
by high curtains, except on the iouth fide, where the curtain was broken down during

the government of Baron Van Imhof. The walls and ramparts are built of coral-rock,

and are about twenty feet in height. It is furrounded by a wet ditch, over which, on
- the fouth fide, lies a drawbridge. Between the moat and the buildings within the fort,

on this fide there is a large area or cfplanade. In the centre of the buildings that

look towards the city is a great gate, and then a broad paffage, with warehoul'es on

each fide, leading to another efplanade on the north fide, enclofed between tlic ram-

parts and the buildings, all of which is appropriated to the ufe of the Company *.

The government-houfe, which forms the left wing of the buildings looking to the

fouth, is provided with nutnerousand convenient apartments, but is at prcfent uninha-

bited. In it is a large hall, in which the council of India generally aflemble twice a

week; this is adorned with the portraits of all the governors general, who have ruled

in India, fince the eftablifliment of the Company.
Clofe by Is a little church, or chapel, ufually called the Caftlc-church, and a little

more forwards is a corps-de- garde, where a party of dragoons always mount guard.

Over the caftle-bridge there is a great plain, or fquare, planted with tamarind-

trees, which alibrd a very agreeable ftiade. The entrance to It from the city Is over a

bridge, and through a large and ftately gate. This Is mounted by a bold cupola, from

whicli an oftagon turret rifes, containing a large clock, which is the only public one

covered by the forts at Jaccatra, the watering-place, Ryfwick, &c. ; though thofe arc merely'dcfcnecs

agai'ilS the nativef, and arc moll of them little better than fortified hoiifcs. Tr.
• Captain PariHi's accoinit of this fortrefs in Macartney's Embalfy to China, I 793, is as follows :

—
" A little above was the calUe ; a regular fquare fort, but without ravelins or otlier out works. It had two

guns mounted on each flank, and two or fometiraes three on each face ; thfy were not en larlictic, nor

properly en cmhrajurc, but in a fituation between both, having both their difadvantages, without llie

advantages of eitlier. Tiie wall was of mafonry, about twenty-fovu- feet liigh. It had no ditch, but

a canal furrounded it at ftnie diftance. It had no cordon. Tlie length of the exterior lule of the work

was about ieven hundred feet." iSome further particulars, both of the town did ol the calUe, aie given

in Mr, Stavorinus's fecond voyage. Tr.

to
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to be met with at Batavia. It was built under the government of Baron Van Imhof,

as appears by an infcription over the gateway, and forms no trifling embellifliment of

the city.

On the left fide of the gate is a large building, which ferves as a corps-de-garde,

having in front a long gallery, refting upon a row of pillars. A captain's guard of

grenadiers are generally pofted here.

On the weft fide of the fquare ftand the Company's artillery-houfe, and the difpen-

fary, or provifion-magazine, both of which reach behind to the river fide, fo that the

goods are taken in and out of the lighters with the greateft eafe. This is an ad-

vantage which is pofTefTed by almoll all the Company's warehoufes and repofitories in

Batavia.

On the oppofite fide is the iron magazine, and what is termed the grafs plat, being

the place of execution for criminals : this is an artificial fquare eminence, upon which

there is a gallows and fome pofts, behind it is a fmall building with windows, looking

towards the place of execution, whence the counfellors of juftice behold the completion

of their fentences *.

There a number of pieces of artillery, both iron and brafs, and of all forts and fizes,

together with other warlike implements, ranged upon the plain. Any one may ride

through the gate we have juft mentioned as far as the drawbridge of the caftle, but not

over it, unlefs he have the rank of fenior merchant, or higher.

The city is encircled by a wall of coral rock f, defended by twenty-two baftions, or

bulwarks, all provided with artillery, and furroundcd by a broad moat, in which there

is feldom any v/ant of water, that being conveyed into it out of the river.

Batavia has five gates ; one at the eaft fide, which is called the Rotterdam gate

;

two to the fouth, the New gate, and the Dieft gate ; one to the weft, the Utrecht gate
j

aud one on the north fide, to the weft of the river, called the Square gate.

Near to the laft-mentioned gate, and oppofite to the caftle, is the admiralty wharf

;

and not far oft", the warehoufes for naval ftores, as likewife the workftiops of the car-

penters, coopers, fail-makers, and fmiths, with other offices that relate to the ftiipping.

Here are alio the houfes of the commandants, and comptrollers of equipment, who
were formerly obliged to refide upon the wharf ; but for fome years paft this regu-

lation has not been obferved, and they now live in other and more pleafant parts of

the town.

In the fouth-eaft corner of the city, clofe to the ramparts, lies what is called the

Ambagt{kwartier, or the workmen's quarter, in which all the mechanics and labourers

who are employed by the Company in their buildings, have their abode. The journey-

men work here under mafters of their refpedive trades, carpenters, fmiths, plumbers,

braziers, mafons, and others, who are all accountable to the chief of the quarter, who
is called fabriek, or head workman, and has generally the rank of merchant. Befides

a great number of Europeans who are employed here there are full a thoufand Haves

who belong to this quarter, by which the Company incurs an enormous expence, with

little benefit from their labour, which generally turns to the advantage of individual

members of the government.

* It is ciiftomary throughout Holland, and its dependencies, for the magiftrates, or judges, who
have pafled fentence upon criminals, to prefide at the execution of it. This is in Europe generally-

done upon fome open place before their town-halls, from the windows of which the magiftrates, drefled in

their robes of ceremony, behold the execution. Tr.

f Sir George Staunton fays, that part of the town-wall is conftrufted of lava, which is of a dark blue

colour, of a very hard, denfe texture, emits a metallic found, and refembles very much fome of the lava

of Vefuvius. Tr.

4. There
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There are three churches for the reformed religion within the city, in which fervicc

is performed in the Dutch, Portuguefe, and Malay languages, and one without the

gates, which is called the outer Portuguefe church. Befides thefe, there is a Lutheran
church, which was built during the government of Baron Van Imhof. not far from the

caftle ; this lafl is provided with a fine organ, and a very handfome pulpit.

The town-hall and other public buildings are circumftantlally defcribed by Valentyn,

and I (hall not, therefore, make further mention of them.
The houfes at Batavia are moftly of brick, run up in a light and airy manner, and

fluccoed on the outfide, with fafli windows. Within they are almoH: all built upon a

fimilar plan, the fronts being in general narrow, though there are a few that are more
extended.

On entering the door there is a narrow paffage, and on one fide a parlour ; then you
come into a large and long room, that receives its light from an inner court, which
trenches upon this apartment, and renders its form irregular. This is called the gal-

lery, and is the place where the family ufually live and dine. The floors are of large,

fquare, dark red (tones. No hangings are to be feen, but the walls are neatly fluccoed

and whitened. The furniture confifts in fome arm-chairs, two or three fofas, and a

great many looking-glafles, which the Europeans in thefe regions are very fond of.

Several chandeliers and lamps are hung in a row, along the length of the gallery,

which are lit up in the evening. The flairs leading to the upper rooms are generally

at the end of this apartment. Six or feven fteps up there is one which (lands over the

llore-room, or cellar, in which the Rock of wine, beer, butter, &c. is kept. Up flairs

the houfes are diftributed almofl fimilarly as below. They are, in general, but poorly

provided with furniture, and the fetting out of rooms in order is not fo much in vogue

here as in Holland : nothing is added that is fuperfluous, or more than is wanted for

ufe. Behind the gallery are the lodgings for the flaves, the kitchen, &c. There are

but few houfes which have gardens, contrary to what Salmon erroneoufly affcrts in his

" Prefent State of ail Nations ;" and there are not even the leafl vefljges left of there

having ever been gardens behind the houfes. In feveral the windows are clofed with a

lattice-work of rattans, in the room of being glazed, for the fake of air.

The above relates only to the houfes of Europeans, which are the greatefl in number.

The few Chinefe who live at prefent within the city have very wretched houfes, the

jnfide of which is very irregularly didributed. Mod of them dwell in the fouthcni

and weftern fuburbs, which are called the Chinefe Campon. Before the revolt of ihc

year 1740, they had the bed quarter of the city allotted to them, to the wed of the

great river ; but when, in that commotion, all their houfes were burnt to the ground*,
the

* Several relations have been given to tlie public, at different timc9, of the horrid tranfadlion here

alluded to ; of which the moll circuiiillautial is in the Modern Univcrfal Hiftor)', b. xiv. chap. 7. N<>

two, however, agree; and the following account, exti-adlcd from a very recent and intelligent Dutcii

writer, Ary Huyfcrs, who was long refidciit at Batavia, may tlicrefore not be unacceptable. It is to b«

found in his Life of Reinier de Klerk, 1788.—" A little before the perpetration of this inalTacre, fcvcral

thoufand Chinefe adventurers and fortune hunters had rcforted to Batavia, allured by the profpcrity of their

V.,UillU(tll\ . AIMS <U1VH,L W.in imUr(.)M-U *-»J) «lliU Ilium, viiu*,*.!* «v4»w..^v*. .. ^ -- -

feizcd, and put in irons ; but imprudently feveral Cliincfc of property were fecurcJ by the uiidcr-ofTicers,

vot. XI. . A A c>'="g'--<i
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the whole quarter was made into a pafTar, or market, where, at prefent, all kinds of

provifions are every day expofed to fale.

The poundage, or alleflhient, which is paid annually by every houfe, confifts in half

a month's rent. This money is expended in dragging and cleanfing the canals, and

in repairing the townhall, and other buildings belonging to the city. Permiflion mud
be requefted every year, of the Company's government to levy this afleflhient, in

behalf of the city, which is feldom refuled.

The houfes are not let by the year, but by the month ; the rents run from five to

forty rix-doUars per month. A good houfe, in an agreeable fituation, may be hired

for twenty or twenty-five rix-dollars *.

The churches are repaired out of the duties levied upon funerals.

A bank of circulation, has been eftablifhed here for fome years, which is united with

the lombard, or bank for lending money on pledges. It is under the adminiftration of

a director, who is generally a counfellor of India, two commiffaries, a cafhier, and

a book-keeper.

A fee of five rix-dollars is given at the opening of an account, and (lamped bank-

bills, figned by the director and commifiaries, are delivered for the money placed in

charged with the execution of the order, and were only liberated on paying large fums of money. This
occafioned great murmurings, and led the rell of the nation to credit a report which was fpread abroad,

that thofe who were unable to pay would be drowned or otherwife put to death. They in confequence

retired by thoufands from the city, toward3 the interior parts, and ftrengthened themfelves fo much, as to

render the fate of Baiavia itfelf precarious. In this dilemma, the council firft offered an amnefty to the

difcontented Chinefe, but this they rejetted with fcorn ; and purpofmg to exterminate the whole Chriftian

fettlement, began by ravaging the country in the wildeft manner, burning the fugar-works, and marching

down to the gates of the city. Here, however, they met with a fevere rebuff. The civil and military

inhabitants united in repelling them, and drove the rebels back again into the country. During thefe

commotions the Chinefe who refided within the town kept themfelves perfectly quiet ; and in order that

thefe innocent people might not be expofed to infult, the government ifTued an order, prohibiting them
from leaving their houfes after fix o'clock in the evening, and ordering them to keep their doors fhut.

This prudent precaution was not, however, fufEcient to protect them from the fury of the irritated fol-

diery and failors who were in the city, and had witnefTed the deVaflations of the Chinefe without the gates.

On a fudden, and unexpeftedly, an inftantaneous cry of murder and horror refoundcd through the town,
and the mofl difmal fcene of barbarity and rapine prefented itfelf on all fides. All the Chinefe, without
diftinftion, men, women, and children, were put to the fword. Neither pregnant women, nor fucking

infants, were fpared by the relcntlefs affaflins. The prifoners in chains, about a hundred in number, were
at the fame time flaughtered like (heep. European citizens, to whom fome of the wealthy Chinefe had
fled for fafety, violating every principle of humanity and morality, delivered them up to their fanguinary

purfuers, and embezzled the property confided to them. In fhort, all the Chinefe, guilty and innocent,

were exterminated. And whence did the barbarous order, by which they fuffered, emanate ? Here a

veil has induftrioufly been drawn, and the truth will probably never be known with certainty. The go-
vernor-general Valkenier, and his brother-in-law Helvetius, were accufed by the pubhc voice of diredtmg

the maffacre, but it was never proved upon them." It is remarkable, that when Valkenier was afterwards

condemned to imprifonment for life, at Batavia, among the numerous charges brought a^ainft him for mal-
adminiftration during his government, no notice was taken of hi? prefumcd inllrumentality in this dreadful

maffacre. Much apprehenlion was entertained that this occurrence would excite the indignation of the Em-
peror of China, and deputies were fsnt to him the following year to apologize for the meafure. The letter

written to the emperor on the occafion, is given at length by Huyfcrs : the only remarkable circumftance in

which it differs from the above relation is the allegation, that fome Chinefe within the city had fct fire to it

in different places, and were preparing to rife upon the Europeans ; but the extermination of the innocent
with the guilty is acknowledged, and attempted to be excufed on the plea of neceflity Thefe deputies
were agreeably furprifed on finding that the emperor calmly anfwered, that " he was little folicitous for

the fate of unworthy fubjefts, who, in the purfuit of lucre, had quitted their country, and abandoned
the tombs of their anceflors." Tr.

• A rixdollar at Batavia is worth forty-eight flivers, or about four fhillingsand fourpence fterling. Tr.

I - the

I
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the bank. Its capital is computed to amount to between two and three millions of
rix-dollars *.

.. The fuburbs of Batavia are remarkable, on account of their confiJcrable extent,
uncommon pleafantnefs, and great population. They are inhabited by Indians of
various nations, and by fome Europeans. The Chinefe quarter is the moft populous
of all, and feems itfelf a city, with numerous flreets

;
yet their houfes are mean,

and little. It is crowed with fhops, containing all kinds of goods, as well thofe of
their own manufadure, and fuch as they receive annually from China, as what they
buy up of thofe imported from Europe. The number of the Chinefe, who live both
within and without the walls of the city, cannot be determined with precifion ; but it

muft be very confiderable, as the Company receive a poll-tax from them of more than
forty thoufand rix-dollars.

Every Chinefe, who has a profeflion, is obliged to pay a monthly poll-tax of half a
ducatoon f ; women, children, and thofe who have no trade, are exempted from the

tax ; fo that their number can only be gueffed at. They are under a chief of their

own nation, who is known by the appellation of Chinefe Captain ; he lives within

the walls, and has fix lieutenants under him, in different diftrids. A Hag is hoifted

at his door, on the firfl: or fecond day in every month, and the Chinefe liable to the

tax are then obliged to come to him to pay it.

Like the Jews in Europe, they very are cunning in trade, both in the largefl dealings

and in the moft trifling pedlery. They are fo defirous of money, that a Chinefe will

run three times from one end of the city to the other, if he have but the profpecl of
gaining one penny. In doing any bufmefs with them, the greateft care mull be taken

to avoid being cheated.

Their ftature is rather fliort than tall, and they are in general tolerably fquare.

They are not fo brown as the Javanefe. They fhave their heads all round, leaving a

bunch of hair on the middle of the crown, which is twilled with a ribbon, and hangs
down the back. Their drefs confifts in a long robe of nankeen, or thin filk, with

wide fleeves, and under it they wear di-awcrs of the fame which cover their legs.

In every houfe, there is a niche or place, where the image is hung up, of one of

their jooftjes, or idols, painted on Chinefe paper. Before it they keep one or more
lamps always burning, as alfo a kind of incenfe, which is made into little thin tapers.

This idol is generally depifted as an old man, with a fquare cap upon his head, and
a female, defigned for his wife, next to him. About an hour's walk out of the city,

jufl: beyond Fort Ansjol, they have a temple, (landing in a grove of cocoa-nut-trees,

by the fide of a rivulet, and in the midft of a moll pleafant fcenery. The building

is about twenty feet in length, and twelve or thirteen in breadth. The entrance is

through a railing, into a fmall area, and then into a hall, behind which is the fanftuary.

In the middle, jufl within the door is a large altar, on which tapers, made of red wax,

are kept burning, night and day. There is alfo an image of a lion richly gilt. In a

niche behind the altar, are reprefentations of an old man and woman, both with

crowns upon their heads, and about two feet in height, which are their idols ; and

as they look upon their jooftje to be an evil fpirit, they continually fupplicate him not

to do them any harm. In their adorations, they proflrate themfelves before him, and

endeavour to exprefs the awe and reverence they entertain, by ftriking their head

continually againfl the ground.

* Or between four hundred and thirty-five thoufand and fix hundred and fifty thoufand pound*

fterling. Tr.

f A ducatoon is fixty-fix (livers, or fix (hiUings fterling. Tr.

A A 2 They
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They likewife confult their idol when they are about any important undertaking.

This divination is done by means of two fmall longitudinal pieces of wood, flat on

one fide, and round on the other. They hold thefe with the flat fides towards each

other, and then letting them fall on the ground, augur of the effect of their prayers,

and the good or bad refult of their purpofed enterprize, by the manner in which they

lie, with the round or flat fides upwards. If the prefage be favourable, they offer a

wax-candle to their god, which the priefl;, or bonze, who attends at the temple,

immediately turns into ready money.
In this temple, I faw a Chinefe, who let thefe little fl.icks fall, above twenty times

before they promifcd him fuccefs : he feemed to be but very little pleafed with thefe

repeated evil prognoftications, and fliaking his head at every time^ with a mofl dif-

contentcd look, he threw himfelf upon the ground, and thumped his head againfl; it,

till at laft, the omen proved agreeable to his wiflies ; and he then joyfully lighted a

thick wax-candle, and placed it upon the altar of his jooftje.

Befides this temple, the Chinefe have feveral others, which are tolerated by the

government ; but it is worthy of obfervation, that whilfl: the pradice of the mofl

abominable idolatry is allowed, the exercife of the Roman Catholic religion is oblli-

nately prohibited.

The Chinefe are of a very Iufl:ful temper. They are accufed of the mofl: deteftable

violations of the laws of nature ; and it is even faid, that they keep fwine in their

houfes, for purpofes the mofl fliameful and repugnant.

Their tombs, on which they expend a great deal of money, are partly built above,

and partly under ground. They are arched over. The entrance, which is made like

a doorway, is clofed with a large ftone, covered with engraved Chinefe letters. They
are to be feen in great numbers, about half an hour's walk from Batavia, on the road

to Jaccatra.

They vifit the graves of their ancefl:ors and relations, from time to time : they fl:rew

them with odoriferous flowers ; and when they depart, they leave a few fmall pieces of

filk or linen before the entrance, and fometimes boiled rice, or other victuals j

which is fpeedily made away with at night.

The environs at Batavia are very pleafant, and are almofl: every where interfered

with rivulets, by which the circumjacent rice plantations are inundated, and fertilized

in the proper feafon.

There are five principal roads, which lead from the city towards the country, and
which are all planted with high and fliady trees.

That which runs to the eaftward, to Ansjol and the feacoaft, is laid along the fide of
a rivulet, the fl:ream of which running down an imperceptible flope is very flow,

which makes it refemble the canals for inland navigation in Holland. Both fides of it

are adorned with gardens ; but they are beginning to be neglected, fave one or two
belonging to the direftor general.

At no great difl:ance from the fea-fliore, whither this road finally leads, there is an
oyfl;er-bed ; and on the beach (lands a houfe of entertainment, which is reforted to by
the Europeans for the purpofe of eating this fliell-fifli.

The fecond road has the appellation of the mango-doa, from its having been for-

merly planted with a double rov/ of mango-trees. I'his runs more fouth than the for-

mer one, and farther inland. Along this road there are likewife many gardens, but
they are none of them fo fplendid and pleafant as thofe which border and embellifli

the road to Jaccatra : for there the fineft picture that can be conceived prefents
itfelf to the delighted eye, both with rcfped to the grandeur of the buildings and

the
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the elegance of the grounds. Mod of the houfes belonging to them, have their
fronts towards the road, and from the back, rooms they have a profped of the river of
Jaccatra.

This road is nearly two hundred feet broad, and is clofely planted with trees. I

do not know that I ever beheld a more delightful avenue. It terminates at a fmall
fort, which is called Jaccatra, fituated about half a Dutch mile from Batavia, and
though the road is continued thence to Weltevreeden, the country-feat of the governor
general, and beyond it farther into the country, it aifumes, on the other fide of
Jaccatra, the name of Goenong Sari.

The fourth is called the Molenvliet, or mill-drain, becaufe part of the water of the
great or Jaccatra river is diverted through a channel, along this road, for the purpofe
of turning a powder-mill, which ftands fcarcely ten minutes walk from the city. The
road leads along the canal for full half a Dutch mile up the country, and is equally

adorned on both fides with handfome houfes and pleafant gardens. It then proceeds
to Tanabang, where a large market is held every Saturday, for all kinds of proviiions,

which are brought thither from the interior parts.

The fifth road leads through the Chinefe Campon, alfo along a river, to Fort Ankay,
and is, in like manner, bordered on both fides with gardens.

None of thefe roads nor any of the ftreets in the city are paved ; the ground
confifts of a hard clay, which is made very fmooth and plain ; only in the city, along

the fides of the ftreets, by the houfes are ftone footpaths of about three or four feet

in breadth *.

CHAP. IV.

—

Government of Batavia— Council of India—Governor-General—DircHor-

General— Counfellors ofIndia—Council ofJuftice— Board ofScbcepcns— Puniflvncnts

— Impalement—Mucks— Orphan Chamber— Society for the Opium Trade— Chiefof
the Marine— Commandant and Upper Comptroller ofEquipmctit— Vice Commandant—
Military— Militia— Of Ranks and Precedency— Sumptuary Laws — Clergymen—
Coins— Weights— Mcafures.

THE chief government of Batavia, and of all the poflefiions of the Dutch Eaft

India Company in Afia, is vefted in the council of India, with the governor-general at

their head.

This council confifted, when I was there, befides the diredor-general, of five ordi-

nary counfellors, including the governor of the Cape of Good Hope, nine extraor-

dinary counfellors, and two fecretarics.

Five of the extraordinary counfellors were governors of the out-fadories of Java's

north-eaft coaft, Coromandcl, Amboyna, Ceylon, and Macaffer.

This council determines affairs of every kind, thofe which relate to the adminiftra-

tion of juftice alone excepted. Yet in civil matters, an appeal may bo made irom the

fentence of the council of juftice to the council ol India.

All appointments and promotions to olliccs are cffeded by the council of India, not

excepting that of the governor-general \ but this mull be confirmed by the allcmbly of

feventeen, in the Netherlands!.
The

The ftreets and canals at Batavia are planted on each fide with large trees ;
generally the onophyllum

calophyllom and calaba, the caiiariiim commune, and fome others IHII Icarcer. Tr.

-f
Ecclefiaftical preferments, and the appointment of the minilli rs of jiillice, proceed immediately from

the diredtiou iu Holland, In the couutil of India, the governor and dircttor general, ;.nd the five ordmary

couiUcUors



l82 ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA.

The authority of the governor-general is almoft unbounded ; and ahhough he is

obliged to give cognizance to the council, and confult them on fome matters, he pof-

feffes a moft arbitrary and independent power in all : for there are few or no members
of the council who do not fland in need of his good offices in fome inftance or other

;

for example, in order to obtain lucrative employments for their relations or favourites*;

and if this be not fufficient to make them obey the nod of the governor, he is not defli-

tute of the means of tormenting them, in every way, under various pretences : nay, of

fending them prifoners to Europe ; as was done, with refped to MM. Van Imhof, de

Haaze, and Van Schinnen, in the year 1 740, by the governor-general Valkenierf. As,

therefore, thofe who are immediately next to him in rank, depend upon and fland in

awe of him, it follows, that the fervants of the Company who are in inferior ftations

feel flill deeper reverence, and tremble before him, as in the prcfence of one from
whofe arbitrary will and power their happinefs or mifery wholly depends : the flavilh

fubmiflion with which his commands are received and executed is, in confequence,

fcarcely credible; for how is it poflible that freeborn Hollanders fliould bow them

-

felves fo low, beneath the ignominious yoke

!

His excellency the governor-general, at prefent, ufually rcfides at his country feat,

called Weltevreeden, about an hour and a quarter's walk from Batavia, and which is

a fuperb manfion.

He gives public audience here every Monday and Thurfday ; and on Tuefdays and
Fridays at another feat, fituated nearer to the city, on the Jacati-a road. On the other

days of the week, he is inacceflible to every body, and cannot be fpoken to unlefs on
affairs of the greatell importance and urgency. Nobody goes thither without having

fome bufmefs to call him ; for it would be taken extremely ill if any one was to pay
a vifit of mere ceremony. The time of audience is from fix o'clock in the morning
till eight. Every one waits in the open air, in the court before the houfe, till he is

called in by one of the body guai'ds.

When the governor rides out, he is always accompanied by fome of his horfe-

guards. An officer and two trumpeters precede his approach, and every perfon who

counfellors alone conclude upon moft matters that are brought before them ; tlic other nine members are

properly only afleflbrs, who may give their advice, but have no votes, except in the queftion of war or
peace witli the Indian-:, in the pardoning of criminals condemned to death, in the cledtion of a governor
general, and in a few other important points. The power and influence of this body in the Indies are

unbounded. It is the reprefentative of the ftate and of the Company, and millions of Indians are fubjeft

to its fway. Kings and princes are crowned and dethroned by its mandates. " I have been witneis,"

lays Ary Huyfers, a writer to whom we have before had occalion to refer, «' to the depofition of two
powerful kings of the Moluccas, and the hereditary prince of Tidore. One of thefe died miferably in a
little village near the place of my refidence. I faw the venerable old man before his death ; he was
feventy-two years of age. When I exprefTed my commiferation at the deep humiliation he had under-
gone, he anlwercd, with a figh, in the Malay language, pointing to heaven, ' It is the will of God."
Other inftances of the tyranny of the Dutch Company over the natives princes, are related ia the prefent

work. Tr.
• By the fecond article of the oath taken by the governor general, as likewife by the counfellors of

India, on their appointment, they engage " never to receive any gifts or prefents, direttly or indireftly,

from any one under their authority ; neither in refpeft, or in the hope or expeftation thereof, nor of any
advantage, favour, or other private confideration, either of relationfliip, friendfliip, or otherwife, to appoint,
or caufe to be appointed, any other individual to an office, place, or ftation, than fuch as they believe and
find to poiTefs the moft experience, the moft integrity, the moft fidelity, and the moft ability for the fame."
So much do men regard oaths! Tr.

f Valkenier, who was the perfonal enemy of the above gentlemen, tyrannically abufed his authority,
in fo far, that when the council of India refufed to fanftion this arbitrary meafure, he furrounded the
council table with a body of armed men, and thus conftrained them to affent to his wifhes. Tr.

meets
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meets him, and happens to be in a carnage, mufl flop, and flep out of it, till he has
rode by*.

A company of dragoons always mount guard at Weltevreedcn. He has befidcs fome
halberdiers, who are employed in carrying meflages and commands, and who always
are attendant on the governor's perfon, wherever he goes. They are drefled in fiiort

coats of fcarlet cloth, richly laced with gold, and follow in rank upon the junior en-
fign in the Company's fervice.

When his excellency enters the church, all perfons, both men and women, the
counfellors of India not excepted, ftand up, in token of refpeftf. His lady receives

the fame honours, and is equally efcorted by a party of horfe-guards, when fhe rides

out.

The governor-general, who was in office at that time, was Mr. Peter Albert Van der
Parra, a native of Colombo, the chief fettlement of the Dutch in Ceylon. He was a

man inimical to all pomp, and in this refpeft very different from mod of his predeceffors.

He was remarkably temperate, generally drinking pure water, and feldom taking any
wine or beer. He was commonly occupied the whole day ; and when he did not

aflift at the council-table, he was clofeted with his fecretary and clerks.

The diredor-general, who is the eldefl connfellor of India, is the next in rank. The
diredtion and controul over the trade of the Company, throughout all India and to Eu-
rope, together with every thing that relates to it, is exclufively cntrufted to him. The
governor-general does not in the leafl meddle in thefe matters, if the direftor have but

the needful ability.

Next in order follow the ordinary and extraordinary counfellors of India. Thofe
who refide at Batavia are alfo ufually prefidents of different boards or courts. Every
counfellor of India has likewife the correfpondence with one of the out-fadtories allotted

to him ; the general himfelf has that of one or two fettlements, and no one is excufed,

in this refpcd, but the diredtor, on account of his multifarious other avocations.

Although every member of the council lies under this obligation, there are but few

of them who take the trouble of the charge upon themfelves ; molt of them caufe it

to be effected by perfons of a lower rank ; and the bed inltitutions are thus perverted

by felfiihnefs and iloth.

When a counfellor of India, or his lady, enters a church, all the men ftand up, in

the fame manner as for the governor general, but the women remain fitting. Oi>

* This humiliating homage, as well as that paid to the Edi-le heeren, or counfellors of India, as will be

prefently noticed, are equally required from forei^jners. Thefe ceremonies are generally complied with

by tlie captains of Indiamen, and other trading fhips ; " but," fays Captain Carteret, who was at Ba-

tavia, in 1768, " having the honour to bear His Majedy's commiflion, I did not think myfelf at liberty to

pay to a Dutch governor any homage which is not paid to my own Sovereign : it is, however, conllantly

required of the King's officers ; and two or three days after my arrival, tlie landlord of the hotel where

I lodged told me, he had been ordered by the Ihcbandar to let me know that my carriage, as well as others,

mufl flop if I fhould meet the governor, or any of the council ; but I delired iiim to acquaint the fhebandar

that I could not confent to perform any fuch ceremony ; and upon his intimating fomething about the

black men with flicks, who precede the approach of tliefe great men, I told him that if any iiifult (liould

be offered me, I knew how to defend myfelf, and would take care to be upon my guard ; at the fame time,

pointing to my pittols, whicli happened to lie upon t!ie table: upon tliis he went away and about three

houis afterwards returned, and told me lie had orders from the governor to acquaint me that I might

do as I pleafed." Since tliat time, the Enghfh officers have never been required to comply with this

degrading cuflom ; yet when they have been in an hired car] iage, nothing has deterred the coacliman

from flopping and alighting in honour of the Dutch grandee, but the mofl pcremptor)- menace of imme-

diate death. Tr.

f This etiquette was abolifhcd upon the acccffion of R. de Klerk to the government in 1 777, as appears

in the fequel. Tr.
meeting
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meeting one of them in a carriage, every body muft flop, rife up, and bow to them, and
ftay till they are gone by. When they go out they have two flaves, who run before

them with fHcks, while other people are allowed but one.

There are always two fecretaries of the government, who take down in writing all

the propofitions or refolutions which have been difcufled in the council, and lay thetn

before the governor-general, when the aflcmbly is broke up. He examines them, and
gives diredions what is to be made into decrees, and what is only to be inferted hi

the journals for notification. The refolutions being then drawn up in writing, by
the firft fecretary, they are again prefented to the governor, who makes fuch alterations

in them as he thinks fit ; and at the enfuing feffion of the council, they are read over,

and approved.

The falary of a counfellor of India is a thoufand rix-dollars per annum ; befides

which he has fix hundred rixdollars for houfe-rent, feven hundred for his trouble in

figning difpatches, three hundred towards providing his table, together with a confi-

derable allowance of provifions from the Company's warehoufes. Taking every thing

together, he can reckon upon a yearly income of four thoufand rix-dollars, or nine thou-

fand fix hundred gilders*. Befides the above, the firfl fecretaiy has the emoluments at-

tending the making out of the commiflions, which do not amount to a trifle, efpecially

when many appointments of governors, direftors, or commandants occur, who pay libe-

rally for their commiflions ; fometimes giving fees to the amount of a thoufand rix-dollars.

Yet none of them can fave any thing from this income, which they amply want for their

houfehold expences, forwhich reafon they are generally favoured with the government or

diredorfliip of an out-fettlement, after they have been three or four years in the council.

The private fecretary of the governor-general is ufually promoted to be fecretary

to the council, upon a vacancy.

Thirty-fix or forty clerks are daily employed in the fecretary's office, which is next
to the government -houfe, in the caftle. They have, for the niofl: part, the rank of

junior merchants ; neverthelefs, they are not able to earn more than a bare fufficiency

to fubfifl on.

Juftice is adminiftered to the fervants of the Company by an affembly having the

appellation of council of juftice. This body is, by its conflitution, independent of the

council of India ; but, as the members of which it confifls have equally many wants
and wiflies to be fulfilled, they likewife endeavour to be near the fountain head of
promotion and advantage ; and, as well as all others, follow the inclinations of their

lovereign ruler, in all cafes that are brought before them. This council confifts of a
prefident who ranks next to the junior counfellor of India, eight ordinary members,
and two adjutors, taken from the Company's fervants. Their falary is, as I was in-

formed, no more than two thoufand two hundred rix-dollars ; which is fcarcely fuffi-

cient for the fupport of their eftablifhments : they are, befides, obliged to ferve the

office of counfellor of juftice for the fpace of ten years before they may be candidates

for any other office. There are two fifcals belonging to this council, one of which
bears the title of advocate-fifcal, or attorney-general, but whofe office relates only to

the perfons in the Company's fervice both by fea and by land. The other isftyled the

water-fifcal, and through whom all indiQments relative to navigation are made. This
was formerly one of the moft lucrative employments of all India, and it is ftill very

advantageous, though not fo much fo as before, becaufe the private trade is nothing

like fo flourifliing as it was in former times. The methods by which fortunes were

* About eight hundred and feventy-five pounds fterling. Tr.

3 made
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made in this office, will eafily be conceived by feafarlng people. The fecretary of the

council of juftice has the rank of merchant.
Ihe citizens and free merchants of Batavia, who are not in the Company's fervice,

are amenable to a feparate municipal court of juflice, being what is called the board of
fcheepens, or aldermen, who are eight in number, with a prefident, who is a member of
the council of India.

To this court belong a fherifF for the matters which relate to the city, and a con-
flable of the territory of Batavia ; both of which are very lucrative offices, and are

never beflowed but on great favourites.

The punifhments inflided at Batavia are exceffivcly fevere, efpecially fuch as fall upon
the Indians. Impalement is the chief and moft terrible.

In the year 1769, I faw an execution of this kind, of a Macafler flave, who had
murdered his mafler ; which was done in the following manner. The criminal was
led in the morning to the place of execution, being the grafs-plat, which I have be-

fore taken notice of, and laid upon his belly, being held by four men. The execu-
tioner then made a tranfverfe incifion at the lower part of the body, as far as the os

facrum ; he then introduced the fharp point of the fpike, which was about fix feet

long, and made of polifhed iron, into the wound, fo that it paffed between the back-

bone and the fkin. Two men drove it forcibly up, along the fpine, while the execu-

tioner held the end, and gave it a proper diredlion, till it came out between the neck
and fhoulders. The lower end was then put into a wooden poll, and rivettcd fait

;

and the fuffisrer was lifted up thus impaled, and the poft fluckin the ground. At the

top of the port, about ten feet from the ground, there was a kind of little bench, upon
which the body reftcd.

The infenfibility, or fortitude, of the miferable fufferer was incredible. He did not

utter the leafl: complaint, except when the fpike was rivetted into the pillar ; the ham-
mering and fhaking occafioned by it, feemed to be intolerable to him, and he then bel-

lowed out for pain ; and likewife once again, when he was lilted up and fet in the

ground. He jfat in this dreadful fituation, till death put an end to his torments, which

fortunately happened the next day, about three o'clock in the afternoon. He owed this

fpeedy termination of his mifery to a light fhower of rain, which continued for about

an hour ; and he gave up the ghofl half an hour afterwards.

There have been inftances at Batavia of criminals who have been impaled in the dry

feafon, and have remained alive for eight or more days, without any food or drink,

which is prevented to be given them, by a guard who is flationed at the place of exe-

cution, for that purpofe. One of the furgeons of the city affured me, that none of

the parts immediately necefiary to life are injured by impalement, which makes the

punifhment the more cruel and intolerable ; but that as foon as any water gets into the

wound, it mortifies and occafions a gangrene, which diredly attacks the more noble

parts, and brings on death almoft immediately.

This miferable fufferer continually complained of unfufferable thirfl, which is pe-

culiarly incident to this terrible punilhment. The criminals arc expofed, during the

whole day, to the burning rays of the fun, and are unceafingly tormented by numerous

flinging infects.

I went to fee him again, about three hours before he died, and found him con-

vcrfing with the by-ltanders. He related to them the manner in which he had mur-

dered his good mailer, and exprefled his repentance and abhorrence of the crime he

had conmiitted. This he did with great compofure }
yet an inflajit afterwards, he

VOJL. XI. B B bmlt
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burfl: out in the bitterefl: complaints of unquenchable thirft, and raved for drink,

while no one was allowed to alleviate, by a fingle drop of water, the excruciating tor-

ments he underwent.

This kind of punifhment, notwithftanding its great cruelty, is afferted by many to

be of the higheft neceffity, in a country where a treacherous race of men, unreftrained

by any moral principles from the perpetration of the greatell crimes, perform the

daily menial and houfehold fervices of the Europeans. The flaves that come from the

ifland of Celebes, and efpecially the Bouginefe, are guilty of the molt horrid murders :

mod: of thofe who run mucks belong to that nation.

Thefe afts of indifcriminate murder, are called by us mucks, becaufe the perpe-

trators of them, during their frenzy, continually cry out, " amok, amok," which
fignifics, kill, kill. When, by the fwallowing of much opium or by other means,

they are raifed to a pitch of defperate fury, they fally out with a knife, or other weapon
in their hand, and kill, without difliuftion of fex, rank, or age, whoever they meet in

the ftreets of Batavia ; and proceed in this way, till they are either (hot dead, or

taken prifoners. 1 heir intoxication continues till death ; they run in upon the arms
oppofed to them, and often kill their opponents, even after they are themfelves mor-
tally wounded.

In order, if poffible, to take them alive, the officers of juftice are provided with a

pole, ten or twelve feet in length, at the end of which there is a kind of fork made
of two pieces of wood, three feet long, which are furnifhed within with fharp iron

fpikes ; this is held before the wretched objeifl of purfuit, who, in his frenzy, runs into

it, and is thus taken prifoner.

If he happen to be mortally wounded, he is immediately broken alive upon the

wheel, witliout any form of trial, in the prefence of two or three of the counfellors of

juftice.

Many inftances of mucks occurred, during my refidence at Batavia j they were
mcftly done in the evening *. rp,

* It is remarkable, that at Batavia, where the afTaflins juft now defcribed, when taken alive, are broken
on, the wheel, with every aggravation of punifhment that the moft rigorous juftice can inflift, the mucks
)et happen in great frequency ; whilft at Bencoolen, where they are executed in the moft fimple and ex-

peditious manner, the offence is extremely rare. ExcetTes of fevcrity in punilhment may deter men from
deliberate and interefted afts of villainy, but they only exafperate ftill further the atrocious enthufiafm

of defperadoes. The Indian who runs a muck is always firft driven to defperation by fome outrage, and
always firft revenges himfelf upon thofe who have done Iiim wrong ; they are generally flaves, who indeed

are moft fubjeft to infults, and leaft able to obtain legal rcdrefs. It has been ufual to attribute mucks
to the confequences of the ufe of opium ; but the words of Mr. Stavorinut, who fays that they are occa-

iioncd " by the fwallowing of opium, or by other means," feem to confirm the opinion entertained by-

Marfdcn, that this fliould probably rank with the many errors that mankind have been led into by tra-

vellers addi.Hed to the marvellous. That thefe furious quarrels and fanguinary attacks do actually and fre-

quently take place in fome parts of the eaft, cannot be controverted ; but it is not equally evident that they
proceed from any intoxication except that of their unruly paffions; and many mucks might upon fcrutiny

be found to be of the nature of one which Mr. Marfden particularizes, of a (lave, who probably never in-

dulged in the ufe of opium in his life, a man of ftrong feelings, driven by excefs of injury to domeftic re-

bellion ; or of that related in Lieutenant Cook's voyage in the Endeavour, of a free inhabitant of Batavia,

whofe brain was fired more by the maddening fury of jealoufy, than by any adventitious intoxication.

It is true tliat the Malays, when bent upon any daring enterprize, fortify themfelves with a little opium,
in order to become infenfible to danger ; as the people of another nation are faid to take a dram ; but it

muft be obferved, tiiat the refolution for the aiil precedes and is not the effect of the intoxication. They
take the fame precaution, previous to being led to public execution ; but on thefe occafions, fhcw greater

figns of ftupidity than of frenzy. Upon the whole it may reafonably he concluded, that the fanguinary

achievements for whicli the Malays have been famous, or infamous rather, are more juftly derived from

5 the



ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA. 187

The orphan-chamber at Batavia ferves at the fame time for the whole of the Dutch
poffeffions in India. Every out-fadi;ory has, it is true, its own orphan-chamber, but
they muft render account of their adminiftration, to that of the capital, and remit the
effects which are not claimed, or the heirs to which do not refide on the fpot. I'hat of
Batavia correfponds with the orphan-chambers of the different cities where the chambers
of the Eaft India Company are eftabliflied *.

The board confifts of a prefident, who is a counfellor of India, and fix weefmeefters,
or regents, who are appointed by the council of India ; with a fecretary, and a fworn
clerk. The capital flock, remaining in the hands of the orphan-chamber, amounted
in the year 1766 to/. 2,393,566 f.

There are feveral other courts, or boards, as the commifTioners of dikes and fluices,

thofe of bankruptcies, a court of common pleas, a board of controul over marriages,

and others.

A fociety was eftablilhed at Batavia, during the government of Baron Van Imhof,
for the opium-trade, which is ftill in exiftence.

The flock of the fociety is divided into fhares of two thoufand rix-dollars each, on
which the half has hitherto only been furnifhed, but the remainder may be required

at any time.

The dividends are unequal, yet very large, and the fhares are fold at a high pre-

mium ; they are generally in the hands of the counfellors of India.

The management of this trade is entrufted to a direftor, who is a counfellor of India,

two acling proprietors, a cafnier, and a book keeper.

Every chefl of opium flands the Company in two hundred and fifty, and fometimes

in three hundred rix-dollars, and is delivered to the fociety for five hundred, and
fometimes more. On the other hand, the Company is bound to fell this drug to no
other. The retail of it produces large profits, as the fociety make eight or nine

hundred rix-dollars, and more, of every chefl. The gain would be more confider-

able, if this monopoly could be flridly enforced, for the whole quantity of opium,

confumed in the caflern parts of India ; but, notwithflanding the Company have in-

terdided this trade to their fervants, and efpecially to the feamen, upon pain of death,

and have prohibited the importation into any of their poffeffions, by foreign nations,

upon pain of confifcation of fhip and cargo, yet very great violations of thefe laws are

dailv praftifed in fecret on account of the important profit which this branch of trade

affords ; by which the fociety is much injured, although on their ] art they do all they

can, on the arrival of fliips from the Ganges, to difcover if any contraband opium be

on board : but thofe who engage in this illicit trade take too many precautions to run

any danger of detedion. The fmuggling trade which the Englilh carry on in this ar-

ticle, in the eaflern iflands and by way of Malacca, is alfo extremely detrimental to

the fociety.

the natural ferocity of their difpofition, than from the quahtics of any drug whatever. At Batavia, if an

officer take one of thcfc amoks, or mohawks as they have been called by an eafy corruption, alive his

reward is very confiderable, but if he kill them nothing is added to his ufual pay ; yet fuch is the

fur)' ot their defperation, that three out of four arc of neeeflity deftroyed in tlie attempt to fecurc

them. Tr.
* Weeflcamers, or orphan-chambers, are cftablilhments which are difperfed throughout the United Pro-

vinces, for the adminiftration of the eftates of all who die inteftate, and the apportionraeut of them among

the heirs. Tr.

f About two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds flcrling. Tr.

B B 2 Whetv
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When any fiilps arrive in the road of Batavia, from fuch places whence contraband

goods can be brought, two of the members of the council of juflice, with the water-

fifcal, and the provofl-marflial, are difpatched the next day, in order to examine whe-

ther any prohibited wares are on board ; the examination however is only perfonally

done by the laft-named officer, who reports the refult to the others.

A chief of the marine, or port admiral, has been ellabliflied at Batavia fince the year

1762. This office was filled by Mr. N. Houtingh, vice-admiral of Holland, of the

northern divifion. He is in rank equal to a ccunfellor of India, but takes place after

the junior counfellor. He has the fame privileges ; has equally the ftyle of Edele heer,

and may be prefent at their aflemblies, but may not deliver his fentiments, except in

matters relative to his department.

His chief occupation confifts in fuperintending the reparation of Ihips ; in exa-

mining the fliips' journals ; in figning the faiUng orders, and the warrants for delivery

of ftores to the fliips ; and further, in keeping all that relates to maritime affairs in due
order.

Upon this officer follows the commandant and upper comptroller of equipment, to

whom the management of the ftores is confided. He has likevi^ife the fuperintendance

over the difcharging and loading of the fliips, the manning of them, and the furnifh-

ing them with provifions. This is alfo one of the mod lucrative, but at the fame time

one of the molt troublefome, employments at Batavia. Since he has a head placed

over him; however, the former quality has greatly decreafed, while the latter has re-

mained in full force. He is affifted by a vice-commandant and under-comptroller of

equipment, to whom he generally delegates the fuperintendance of the loading and un-

loading of the fliips, and who fupplies his place in cafes of ficknefs or abfence. This

gentleman has the rank of poft-captain.

The Company have granted to thefe three officers, as an emolument, the privilege

of fnipping fome tons of goods (contraband wares excepted) by every fhip that fails

to India, according to the fize of the veffels ; and if a fliip's captain do not buy up
thefe goods of them, at a very high rate, he is fure to find very fcanty opportunities of

difpofing of his own.
The commanders of velTels, with their lieutenants and mates, follow next in order;

the firft rank equal with merchants : when I was at Batavia, in 1770, there were thirty-

nine of them who refided there or commanded country fliips.

The whole of the land-forces of the Dutch in India are under the command of one
head, who was formerly ftyled captain-major, but has now the title of brigadier. In

rank he follows upon the chief of the marine. He has two lieutenant-colonels under
him; one of whom has the command of the military at Batavia, and the other at Cey-
lon; there are befidcs fix majors, two of whom refide at Ceylon, one on the Malabar
coaft, one at the Cape of Good Hope, and two at Batavia ; one of thefe laft is, at the

fame time, chief of the artillei*y.

There is a regiment of dragoons, which ferve as a body guard to the governor ge-

neral. The infantry are divided into two battahons, and are quartered within and with-

"

out the city.

Befides thefe regular troops, two companies called pennifts are embodied, confifting

in merchants, junior merchants, book-keepers, and affiftants^ One company are called

pennifts ot the caftle, and the other pennifts of the city. The former are commanded
by the firft fecretary of the government, and the latter by one of the fenior merchants
of the caftle. They are reviewed once a year by the governor general and the council

}

and each company have a diftindt uniform.

The
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The Other Company's fervants are alfo formed into two companies, one confiding in

ihe marines and others belonging to the admiralty wharf", with the commandant and
upper comptroller of equipment at their head ; the other of the workmen of the am-
bagis kwartier, with the fabriek as their captain.

Independently of thefe, all the free inhabitants, or citizens, are likewife enrolled in

two companies of horfe and of foot, which are commanded by a counfellor of India,

as colonel, and mount guard every night at the town-hall.

All the practitioners of furgery are fubordinate to a chief, who has the controul

over all the furgeons, and furgeon's mates, as well on board of the fhips as in the hof-

pitals ; and who has the rank of fenior nierchant.

It will not be unfuitable in this place, to make fome mention of the diflinftions of
precedency and rank, which are fo minutely attended to in all the Company's poffelfions

in India, and which may, on no account, be neglected ; more efpecially in all public

companies and aifemblies. Every individual is as Itiffand formal, and is as feelingly

alive to every infraction of his privileges, in this refpect, as if his happinefs or mifery

depended wholly upon the due obfervance of them. Nothing is more particularly

attended to, at entertainments and in companies, by the mafter of the houfe, than the

feating of every gueft, and drinking their healths in the exact order of precedency.

The ladies are peculiarly prone to infift upon every prerogative attached to the ftation

of their hufbands ; fome of them, if they conceive themfelves placed a jot lower than

they are entitled to, will fit in fullen and proud filence for the whole time the enter-

tainment lafts. It does not unfrequently happen, that two ladies of equal rank, meet-

ing each other in their carriages, one will not give way to the other, though they

may be forced to remain for hours in the ftreet. Not long before I left Batavia, this

happened between two clergymen's wives, who chancing to meet in their carriages in a

narrow place, neither would give way, but flopped the pafTage for full a quarter of an

hour, during which time, they abufed each other in the moil virulent manner, making

ufe of the mofl reproachful epithets, and whore and flave's brat were bandied about

without mercy : the mother of one of thefe ladies, it feems, had been a flave, and the

other, as I was told, was not a little fufpccted of richly deferving the firfl appellation

:

they, at laft, rode by one another, continuing their railing till they were out of fight

;

but this occurrence was the occafion of an aftion, which was brought before the council,

and carried on with the greateil virulence and perfeverance.

To provide againfl thefe difputes on the fubjedt of precedency, the refpective ranks

of all the Company's fervants were afcertained by a refolution of government, w hich

was renewed in 1764 ; and a regulation refpefting the pomp of funeral proceflions,

was at the fame time added to it, which is flill in force.

Regulations were likewife introduced with refpeft to drefs, during the government

of the governor-general IMoflel ; by which perfons of a certain condition were alone

allowed to wear embroidered or laced clothes ; but this is but lit'tle attended to at

prefent, for alaioft every one who choofes now goes drefled in this forbidden finery,

and fumptuary laws foon grow into difufe here as well as in other places. Velvet coats

are, however, not common, and they are abfolutely prohibited to be worn by any

one under the rank of fenior merchant *.

When

• The aa by which thefe rcguhtions were eflaWiflicd, is compofeJ, togcthr-r with a rupplement, of a

hundred and tliirty-one articles, and relates to all the Dutch fettlcmcntj in India. It enters into themolt

muiute detail rcfpcling the carriages, horfes, chairs, iervants, drefs, &c. of tlie C >nipany's fervants, and

exhibits a llrangc piaure of meanucfs and lUiberality in the midll of uffeaed jjrandcur. By the 8th article,

liiile
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When their number is complete, there are twelve clergymen of the reformed reli-

gion at Batavia, fix of whom preach in the Dutch, four in the Portuguefe, and two
in the Malay languages ; there are likQwife three Lutheran minifters, who preach

in Dutch.

Service is performed every Sunday in the above three languages ; in Dutch, at two
churches in the morning, but only at one in the afternoon. An examination of cate-

chumens takes place every Wednefday evening. So that upon the whole thefe

reverend gentlemen need not complain, when their number is complete, of too fevcre

labour in the vineyard of the Lord. The morning fervice commences at half paft

eight o'clock, and is generally over by ten, when the greateft heat of the day begins

to come on.

Ecclefiaflical difputcs are never heard of here. The Company's government, who
are extremely anxious to avoid every thing that could interrupt the public tranquillity,

would fcon terminate the quarrel, by the fummary argument of force ; an example
whereof is to be met with in Valentyn.

It is nmch lo be wifhed, that upright and learned clergymen were alone fent hither.

Yet that this is not always the cafe, appears from a refolution taken by the government
there in the year 1768, earneflly to requeft that the affembly of feventeen would dif-

patch fome minifters of the gofpel, poflefled of virtue and learning, to Batavia, with an

augmentation of falaries and emoluments. Their falary was then one thoufand eight

hundred gilders per annum, but with their allowances for houfe-rent, board, &c. they

could reckon upon three thoufand *, which is certainly not enough to live upon at

Batavia, with a family, and on an equal footing with the fenior merchants.

Once in every year, or fometimes only once in two years, one of the clergymen of

Batavia, goes upon a vifitation to the Company's poffeffions on Sumatra's weft coaft.

little chaifes for children, drawn by the hand, miift not be gilt, or painted, but in the exadl proportion of

the rank of the parents. By the 31ft, it is ordained, that no one lower in rank than a merchant lliall

make life of a parafol, or umbrella, in the neighbourhood of the caftle, except when it rains. Ladies,

whofc hufbands are below the rank of counfellors of India, may not wear at one time jewels of more in

value than fix thoufand rix-dollars ; wives of fenior merchants arc limited to four thoufand, others to three

thoufand, and a thoufand. Article 49th, permits ladies of the higher ranks to go abroad with three female

attendants, who may wear " ear-rings of fingle middlc-fized diamonds, gold hair-pins, petticoats of cloth

of gold, or filver, or of filk, jackets of gold or filver gauze, chains of gold, or of beads, and girdles of gold,

but neither pearls, nor diamonds, nor any other kind of jewels in the hair." Wives of fenior mercliants

may have two, and ladies in an inferior ftationone maid, who may wear "car-rings of fniall diamonds, gold

hair-pins, a jacket of fine linen, and a chintz petticoat, but no gold or filver iluffs or filks, or any jewels,

true or falfe pearls, or any other ornaments of gold." By article 65, none but pcrfons of the highelt rank
are allowed to have any trumpets, clarions, or drums among the mufic, with whicli it is cuftomary to enter,

tain guefts during dinner. There is a wife recommendation in the 83d article, to the officers of the Com-
pany in Bengal, not to furpafs their predecefTors in pomp of drefs or appearance, and efpecialiy not the

governors or chiefs of the other European fettlements. Perhaps the i loth article is the moil curious of
all. It allows to the direCior at Surat when he goes out in ilatc, among other things, four fans, made
according to the fafhion of the country, with the feathers of birds of paradife, and cow-hair, with golden

cafes and handles. It is in this fame att of the council that the orders before noticed, refpedling the

homage to be paid by every one on meeting the members of the government in their carriages, or when
they enter the churches are inferted. It likewife fixes the duties to be paid upon all carriages, horfes, 5cc,

It is worthy of obfervation, that thofe upon carriages incrcafe downwards, from the higher to the lower '

ranKs ; members of the government pay fifty rix-dollars per annum, captains of the military, merchants, &c.
100, junior merchants, &c. 125, book-keepers. Sec 180, citizens of no fpecial rank, and native inhabitants

of confideration aoo, and the common natives 300 rixdollars, for keeping of carriages. Larger or fmaller

fines are the penalties attached to the infraftion of almoft all thefe fumptuary regulations. Where wealth
and pride unite, they are therefore of little avail to reftrain an excefs of luxuiy, Tr.
* About 275I. llerling. Tr.

Some
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Some of them well know how to avail of fuch occafions, to the advantage of their

pockets, by taking with them as much merchandize for fale as they can find room for

in the fhip, by which they take their paflage.

The coins current at Batavia are the following : the milled Dutch gold ducat,

which is worth fix gilders and twelve ftivers : the Japan gold coupangs, of which the

old go for twenty-four gilders, and the new for fourteen gilders and eight ftivers : the

Spanifh dollar, or piafter, rifes and falls accordi;:g to the quantity in circulation, or the

degree of demand ; its value is generally between fixty-three and fixty-fix ftivers : the

milled filver ducatoon, which is the curr^ ut coin of tiie Company, throughout their

pofTeflions, except on the continent of India ; its proportionate value according to the

other coins is fixty-fix ftivers ; but in Indian money it goes for eighty, at which rate

it is current at Batavia ; at the Cape of Good Hope it is worth feventy-two, and at

Cochin feventy-five ftivers : the untnilled ducatoon is two ftivers Icfs at Batavia : the

milled Batavia rupee called the filver derhara d'Java, which was formerly coined at

Batavia, is made good in the Comp:iay's books at twenty-four ftivers, and in circula-

tion it is taken at thirty ; it is the only rupee that goes for fo much at Batavia, and is

current at Amboyna, Banda, Ternate, MacalTar, and Malacca, at the fame rate, but

on the coaft of Malabar, it is eight per cent, lefs in value than the Surat rupee ; all

other rupees generally go for twenty-feven ftivers ; the Perfian rupees are the moft

current ; there are alfo half and quarter rupees in circulation : the fmaller coins are

fkillings, dubbeltjes, or two-penny-pieces, and doits ; there are two forts of fldllings,

the old, which are the fame as are current in Holland, go for fix ftivers, but the new,

•which are here called fhip-fkillings, are worth feven and a half : two-penny-picces,

which are old and worn, go for two ftivers, but the new for two ftivers and a half

;

no other doits are taken in change than thofe that are ftamped with the mark of the

Eaft India Company, and thefe are equal to a farthing in value : the rix-doUar, which

is the money ufed for accounts in private trade, is a coin, which is worth forty-eight

ftivers, thus three new or milled ducatoons are equal to five rix-dollars *.

Moft merchants' goods are calculated at Batavia by picols of one hundred and

twenty-five pounds, Amfterdam weight f, and thefe are fubdivided into a hundred

cattis, each weighing one pound and a quarter.

Rice and other grain is meafured by coyangs, which differ in weight. On the

receipt of the rice by the Company at Java, they muft weigh three thoufand five hun-

dred pounds. They are fliipped to Batavia for three thoufand four hundred, and

landed there for three thoufand three hundred. The warehoufe-keepers difpatch them

for the out-fa£lories for three thoufand two hundred, where they are unloaden tor three

* The following is a table of the value in ftcrling money of the above coins, at the par exchange of/.li

per pound ; viz.

The old Japan gold coupang
The new ditto

The milled Dutch ducat

The filver milled ducatoon

The unmilled ditto

The Spaiiifli dollar from

to

The rix-dollar

The Batavia rupee

Other rupees, about

•t
Riciud, in hiilraiti de CWwrw, makes the picol, at Batavia, equal to iiSjlb. Amfterdam weight.

thoufand
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thoufand one hundred, and, finally, they are delivered for confumptlon for threir

thoufand pounds at the out-faftories, namely, thofe that receive their rice from Batavia,

as Malacca, the Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, Sumatra's well coafl:, &c. thus every

coyang lofes five hundred pounds in weight *.

Sugar is taken by canaflers of three picols, or three hundred and feventy-five

pounds, neat, each : the grofs weight is about four hundred or four hundred and five

pounds.

The ganting is a finall rice meafure, of thirteen pounds and a half in weight.

Every bag of coffee, which is Ihipped from Batavia to Holland, weighs two hun-

dred and fifty-two, and a bale of cinnamon, eighty pounds.

CHAP. V. — Modi^ of Living of the Europeans at Batavia.— Women.— TLeir early

Marriages.— Complexion. — Temper. — Manner of Life.— Edtieation of Children.

— Bathing.— ExceJJive Jealoufy of the Indian Ladies. — Cruelty to their Female

Slaves. — Short Widowhoods. — Their Drefs.— Diver/tons.— Carriages.— Nori-

mons.— Carts drawn by Buffaloes. — Further Particulars of the Managernent of the

Co?npany^s Trade.— Senior Merchants of the Caftle. — Adminifirators, or Warehoufe-

keepers. — Commiffaries at the Warehoiifes. — Exportation ofGold and Silver to India.

EUROPEANS, whether Dutch or of any other nation, and in whatever ftation they

are, live at Batavia nearly in the fame manner. In the morning at five o'clock, or

earlier, when the day breaks, they get up. Many of them then go and fit at their

doors ; but others ftay in the houfe, with nothing but a light gown, in which they

fleep, thrown over their naked limbs ; they then breakfafl upon coffee or tea ; after-

wards they drefs, and go out to attend to the bufinefs they may have. Almofl: all,

who have any place or employment, muft be at their proper ftation at or before eight

o'clock, and they remain at work till eleven, or half paft. At twelve o'clock they

dine ; take an afternoon's nap till four, and attend to their bufinefs again till fix, or

take a tour out of the city in a carriage. At fix o'clock they affemble in companies,

and play or converfe till nine, when they return home ; whoever choofes to Itay to

fupper is welcome ; and eleven o'clock is the ufual hour of retiring' to reft. Convi-

vial gaiety feems to reign among them, and yet it is linked with a kind of fufpicious

referve, which pervades all ftations and all companies, and is the confequence of an
arbitrary and jealous government. The leaft word, that may be wrefted to an evil

meaning, may bring on very ferious confequences, if it reach the ears of the perfon

who is aggrieved either in facl or imagination. I have heard many people affert, that

they would not confide in their own brothers, in this country.

No women are prefent at thefe affemblies, they have their own feparate com-
panies.

Married men neither give themfelves much concern about their wives, nor fhew
them much regard. They feldom converfe with them, at leaft not on ufeful

fubjefts, or fuch as concern fociety. After having been married for years, the ladies

* This deficiency is an allowance which h made to the Comnany's fervants who refpefl'vely have the
management of the rice, for inftance, for every 3,30: received at Batavia, tlie warehoufe-keepers are only
bound to deliver 3,200,&c. Out of this difference they muft make good all lofs by duft, &'c. and what they
can keep over is a perquifite to themfelves. Similar allowances are made on moll of the goods in which the
Company trade, a:id they are all very particularly fixed by a refolution of the council. They form a very
material part of the income of the Company's fervants ; who, however, are bound to fell again to the
Company what they have gained in this way of all fpices, coffee, faltpetre, japan copper, and tin ; the
other articles they are allowed to difpofe of as they pleafe. Tr.

4 are
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are often therefore as ignorant of the world and of manners, as upon then- wedding-
day. It is not that they have no capacity to learn, but the men have no inclination to

teach.

7'he men generally go drcfled in the Dutch fafliion, and often wear black.

As foon as you enter a houfe, where you intend to flop for an hour or moi'e, you
are defired by the mafter to make yourfelf comfortable by taking off fome ot your
clothes, &;c. This is done by laying afide the fword, pulling ofi" the coat and wig (for

moft men wear wigs here), and fubftituting in the room of the lall, a little white

night-cap, which is generally carried in the pocket for that purpofe.

When they go out on foot they are attended by a flave, who carri;.'s a funfliade

(called here fambreel, or payang) over their heads ; but wlioevcr is lower in rank

than a junior merchant may not have a flave behind him, but mull carr\- a fmall fun-

fhade himfelf.

IMoft of the white w^omen, who are feen at Batavia, are bom in the Indies. Thofe
who come from Europe at a marriageable age, are very few in number. 1 ihall there-

fore confine my obfervations to the former.

Thefe are either the offspring of European mothers, or of oriental female flaves, who
having firfl: been miflreffes to Europeans, have afterwards been married to them, and
have been converted to Chrilfianity, or at leafl have affumed the name of Chriftians.

The children produced by thefe marriages, may be known to the third and fourth

generation, efpecially by the eyes, which are much fmaller than in the unmixed pro-

geny of Europeans.

There are likewife children who are the offspring of Portuguefe, but thefe never

become entirely white.

Children born in the Indies, are nick-named Liplaps by the Europeans, although

both parents may have come from Europe.

Girls are commonly marriageable at twelve or thirteen years of age, and fometimes

younger. It feldom happens, if they are but tolerably handfome, have any money,

or any to exped, or are related to people in power, that they are unmarried after

that age.

As they marry while they are yet children, it may eafily be conceived, that they do

not poffefs thofe requifites which enable a woman to manage a family with propriety.

There are many of them who can neither read nor write, nor poilefs any ideas of

religion, of morality, or of focial intercourfe.

Being married fo young, they feldom get many children, and are old women at

thirty years of age. Women of fifty in Europe look younger and freflicr, than thofe

of thirty at Batavia. They are, in general, of a very delicate make, and of an extreme

fair complexion ; but the tints of vermillion which cmbellifh our northern ladies are

wholly abfent from their cheeks ; the fkin of the face and hands is of the moft deadly

pale white. Beauties muff not be fought amongft them ; the handfomell whom I

law would fcarcely be thought middling pretty in Europe.

They have very fupple joints, and can turn their fingers, hands, and arms, in al-

moft every direction ; but this they have in coiumon with the women in the ^V\(t

Indies, and in other tropical climates.

They are commonly of a lifllcfs and lazy temper ; but this ought chiefly to be

afcribed to their education, and the number of flaves, of both lexts, that they always

have to wait upon them.

They rife about half part, fcvcn, or eight o'clock, iu the morning. They fpcnd the

VOL. XI. c c forenoon
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forenoon in playing and toying with their female flavcs, whom they are never withouf,

and in laughing and talking with them, while a few moments afterwards they wilt

have the poor creatures whipped mofl unmercifully for the mereft trifle. They loll,

in a loofe and airy drefs, upon a fofa, or fit upon a low ftool, or upon the ground,
with their legs crofTcd under them. In the mean time, they do not omit the chewing
of pinang, or betel, with which cuflom all the Indian women arc infatuated : they

likewife mafticate the Java tobacco ; this makes their fpittle of a crimfon colour, and
when they have done it long they get a black border along their lips, their teeth

become black, and their mouths are very difagreeable, though it is pretended that this

ufe purifies the mouth, and preferves from the tooth-ache.

As the Indian women are really not deficient in powers of underflanding, they would
become very ufeful members of fociety, endearing wives, and good mothers, if they

were but kept from familiarity with the flaves in their infancy, and educated under the

immediate eye of their parents, who fhould be afliduous to inculcate, in their tender

minds, the principles of true morality, and polifhed manners. But alas ! the parents

are far from taking fuch a burthenfome tixik upon themfelves. As foon as the child

is born, they abandon it to the care of a female flave, who generally fuckles it. and
by whom it is reared till it attains the age of nine or ten years. Ihefe nurfes are often

but one remove above a brute, in point of intelleft ; and the little innocents imbibe

with their milk all the prejudices and fuperftitiou-s notions which difgrace the minds of
their attendants, and which are never eradicated during the remainder of their lives,

but feem to ftamp them, rather with the character of the progeny of defpicable flaves,

than of a civilized race of beings.

They are remarkably fond of bathing and ablutions, and they make ufe of a large tub

for this purpofe, which holds three hogflieads of water, and in which they immergc
their whole body, at leafl; twice a week. Some of them do this, in the morning, in

one of the running flreams out of the city.

In common with moft of the women in India they cherifli a mod exceflive jealoufy

of their huftands, and of their female flaves. If they difcover the fmallefl: familiarity

between them, they fet no bounds to their thirfl: of revenge againft thefe poor bondf-

women, who in mofl: cafes have not dared to refill the will of their mafliers, for fear

of ill-treatment.

They torture them in various ways ; they have them whipped with rods, and beat

with rattans, till they fink down before them, nearly exhaufl:ed : among other methods
of tormenting them, they make the poor girls fit before them in fuch a pofl:ure that

they can pinch them with their toes in a certain fenfible part, which is the peculiar

objeft of their vengeance, with fuch cruel ingenuity, that they faint away by the

excefs of pain.

I fliall refrain from the recital of infl:ances, which I have heard of the mofl; refined

cruelty practifed upon thefe wretched viftims of jealoufy, by Indian women, and which
have been related to me by witneffes worthy of belief ; they are too repugnant to

every feeling of humanity, and furpafs the ufual bounds of credibility.

Having thus fatiated their anger upon their flaves, their next objed is to take equal

revenge upon their hufbands, which they do in a manner lefs cruel, and more pleafant

to themfelves.

The warmth of the climate, which influences ftrongly upon their conflitutions, to-

gether with the diflblute lives of the men before marriage, are the caufes of much
wantonnefs and diflipation among the women.

1 Marriages
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Marriages are always made at Batavia on Sundays, yet the bride never appears
•abroad before the following Wednefday evening, when fhe attends divine fervice ; to

be fooner feen in public would be a violation of the rules of decorum.
As foon as a woman becomes a widow, and the body of her hufband is interred,

which is generally done the day after his deceafe, if fhe be but rich (he has immediately
a number of fuitors. A certain lady, who loft her hufband while I was at Batavia, had
in the fourth week of her widowhood a fourth lover, and at the end of three months
Ihe married again, and would have done it fooner if the laws had allowed of it.

Their drefs is very light and airy ; they have a piece of cotton cloth wrapped round
the body, and faftened under the arms, next to the fkin ; over it they wear a fliift, a

jacket, and a chintz petticoat ; which is all covered by a long gown, or kabay, as it is

called, which hangs loofe ; the fleeves come down to the wrifts, where they arc faftened

clofe with fix,or feven little gold or diamond buttons. When they go out in ftate,

or to a company where they exped the prefence of a lady of a counfellor of India, they
put on a very fine muflin kabay, which is made like the other, but hangs down to the

feet, while the firft only reaches to the knees. When they invite each other, it is

always with the condition of coming with the long or the fliort kabay. They all go
with their heads uncovered ; the hair, which is perfeQly black, is worn in a wreath,

faftened with gold and diamond hair-pins, which they call a condc* : in the front and
on the fides of the head, it is ftroked fmooth, and rendered ftiining by being anointed

with cocoa-nut oil. 1 hey are particularly fet upon this head-drefs, and the girl who
can drefs their hair the moft to their liking, is their chief favourite among their flaves.

On Sundays they fometimes drefs in the European ftyle, with ftays and other fafliion-

able incumbrances, which however they do not like at all, being accuftomed to a drefs

io much loofer, and more pleafant, in this torrid clime.

When a lady goes out, fhe has ufually four or more female flaves attending her, one

of whom bears her betel-box. They are fumptuouily adorned with gold and filver,

and this oftentatious luxury the Indian ladies carry to a very great exccfs f.

They feldoni mix in C(Miipany with the men, except at marriage-teafts.

The title of My Lady is given cxclufively to the wives of counfellors of India.

The ladies are very fond of riding through the ftreets of the town in their carriages,

in the evening. Formerly, when Batavia was in a more ilourifliing condition, they

were accompanied by muficians : but this is little cuftomary at prefent, no more than

rowing through the canals that interfed the town in little pleafure boats; and the

going upon thefe parties, which were equally enlightened by mufic, was called orang-

bayen.

When I came to Batavia, there was a theatre there ; but it was given up before my
departure.

The coaches ufed at Batavia are fmall and light. No one is rcftrained from keep-

ing a carriage, but all arc limited with refpeft to its decoration and painting. Thefe

are fcrupuloufly regulated according to the refpedive ranks. Glafs windows to coaches

* The Englidi travellers, who have vilitcd Batavia, have all ailmircd the tafte of this heaj-drefs, which

they have thought iiicxprefTihly elegant. When the ladies pay thcireveniiig vilits to each other, the wreath

ot hair is fiirroimded by a chaplet of flowers, in which the grateful fragrance of the nyctanthes f.iinbac,

or Arabian jedamine, unites with the modeft fwcetnefs of the polianthes tuberofa, and is beautifully inter-

mixed with the golden liars of the miniufops elengi. Tr.

f See the note in the foregoing chapter relative to the fuinptuary regulations introduced at Batavia, of

which this fcems to be a notorioub infradlion. Tr.

CCS arc
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are alorle allowed to the members of the government, who have alfo the privilege of
painting or gilding their carriages agreeable to their own tafte.

It is ordained that a flave fhall run before every wheel-carriage, with a flick in his

hand, in order to give notice of its nearnefs, and prevent all accidents ; for the ftreets

not being paved, the approach of the carriage cannot be otherwife eafdy perceived.

A yearly tax is paid to the Company for keeping a carriage ; but molt people hire

one, at the rate of fixty rix-dollars a month, of the licenfed flable-keepers, by whom
the duty is paid *. Counfellors of India, and a few others of the Company's upper

fervants are exempted froin it.

Sedan chairs are not in ufe here. The ladies, however, fometimes employ a con-

veyance that is fomewhat like them, and is called a norimon. This is a kind of box,

narrower at the top than the bottom, and carried by a thick bamboo pole faffened

over the top. They fit in it, with their legs croiTed under them, and have then juft

room enough to fit upright without being feen.

The carts drawn by buffaloes, which ferve to convey goods inland, are of a very

fimple and no lefs clumfy conflruclion. A long pole which ferves for a beam, goes

through an axle-tree, which turns two wheels, or rather round blocks like quoits,

which are fawn out of the trunk of a thick tree, being about four feet in diameter, and

having a round hole in the center through which the end of the axle-tree is inferted.

At the farther end of the beam there is a crofs piece of wood, of four or five feet in

length, "with four (tout pegs, which is laid upon the fhoulders of two buffaloes, in the

manner of a yoke, fo that their necks fit between the pegs, and this ferves both to

bear the weight of the cart and to drag it along. The carts themfelves are fmall, and
cannot carry a great weight ; they have a covering made of leaves to preferve the load

from the rain.

The trade of the Company, as we have before faid, is managed by the diredor-

general. The burthenfome duty of his office, is greatly alleviated by two afliftants,

who are fenior merchants of the caflle. Their bufinefs confifts chiefly in fuperintend-

ing the houfing in the Company's warehoufes of all goods which are brought to Ba-

tavia by their fliips, and the delivery of them again ; all returns on this fcore are firfl

made to them. The fenior of them has the fuperintendance over all the goods that

arrive, and the other over thqfe that are difpatched. Deliveries are made on warrants

figned by one of them. All papers relative to trade, which are received from the out-

faftories, are examined by them, and they report their contents to the diredor. They
are both likewife adminiftrators of the great treafury, but derive little emolument from
it. Their office is one of the moft troublefome of any in the Company's civil fervice

at Batavia, and is not equally lucrative in comparifon with others, to which lefs labour

is attached, and whence much greater profits accrue ;
yet it is an office of much con-

fideration, as it gives the precedency before all other fenior merchants.

All merchandize is houfed in the Company's repofitories, which are fituated partly

in the city of Batavia, and partly on the ifland of Onruft, under the dire<5i:ion of adminif-

trators, or warehoufe-keepers, who mud render account of the fame.

This branch of bufinefs is divided into feveral departments, each of which has two
adminiftrators, two commiffaries, and a book keeper. Some of thefc adminiftratorfliips

are very lucrative employments, efpecially that of the illand Onruft, on account of the

large quantities of goods which are laid up there. A certain per centage is allowed to

* Tlie annual tax paid by the (table keepers, I'sfiglity rix-dollars if living within, and fify if without, the

city. On a fcrmer occafion, the diffciciit laics of the duty 011 carriiigts paid by difFeient perfons havs
been notxed. Tr.

2 all
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all the admlniftrators, upon the whole of the goods which they deliver for wade, lofs in
weight, and damage, when the delivery is efFefted within a twelvemonth after the
receipt ; but when the goods have lain more than a year in the warehoufes, the allow-
ance is greater.

The occupation of the commiflaries at the warehoufes is, to take care that the Com-
pany fuffer no prejudice at the receipt or delivery of goods. They are obliged to be
prdent at the weighing of every thing, and to be attentive to the accuracy of the
weight

J an oath of fidelity in the difcharge of their duty is adminiftcred to them annu-
ally by the council of juflice.

The quantity of goods fent from Europe to India is inconfiderable, in comparifon
with thofe which arc conveyed from one part of the Indies to another, or to Europe.
The chief article of exportation to India is gold and fdver, both bullion and coined *.

CHAP. VI.— A Jljort Account of the Out-fa6lories.— Amboyna.— Banda.— Ternate.— Macajfcr. — Timor. —Benjcrmajhig. — Malacca.— The north-cajl Coajl ofJava.— Cuajl of Coromandel. — Ceylon. — Bengal.— Siirat. — Coajl of Malabar. — Weft
Coaji of Sumatra. — Bantam. — Palembang.— Cheribon.— Trade to Japan.— To
China. — Abandonment offederal Fadories, and Trading-places. — Decay of the Com^
panfs Trade in the IVcfi of India, chiefly owing to the Preponderance of the Englijh.—
Premiums to the Ship's Crews that return from India. — Decay of Batavia^ by the

Decreafe of private Trade. — Unhealtbinejs of the Place. — Admini/?ration of the

Province of Jaccatra.— Imports at Batavia. — The IJland of Onrujt.— De Kuiper.— Purmerend. — Edam.

THE Company's poffeflions in Indin, are diftinguiflied into thofe fituated to the

eaftward, and thojb to the weftward of Batavia. To the eaftward, the government or
province of Amboyna holds the firfl rank j to it belong the neighbouring iflands, and
part of the ifland of Cerani. The Company's fervants appertaining to Amboyna, are

in number about eight or nine hundred.

The only article of trade produced here is cloves ; thefeare grown in fuch quantities,

that the government at Batavia fometimes order a large number of clove-trees to be
extirpated, and that no more than a certain fixed number fhall be planted.

Thus, by a refolution of the year 1768, they ordered that the propagation of the

clove-trees fhould ceafe till their number was reduced to five hundred and fifty thou-

fand ; the number ot trees both youngiand fruit-bearing was then feven hundred and
fitty-nine thoufand and forty. In tlie year 1770, an extraordinary fine crop produced
upwards of ^wo million two hundred thoufand pounds of cloves ; each pound fcarcely

ftands the Company in more than five (fivers f.

Banda is the fecond government to the eaftward. It confifts of fevcral fmall iflands \.

The number of Europeans in garrifon or otherwife in the fervice of the Company there

does not much diOVr from that at Amboyna.
It

* The annual exportation of the precious metals to India, by the Dutch Ea(l India Company, has

been calculated at/ f.,cco,occ, or nearly r,;c,ocol. Tk.

f On Mr Stavorinus's fecond voyaire he vifittd Amboyna, and has there, in book ii. given a very copi-

ous account of it We refrain, therefore, from iriakinir any additions to hla (hort notice of it in this

chapter ; a:Kl (liall only enlarjre on thofe fttllements wlilch he did not himfilf touch at, and of which he

gives no furllicr, or a viry flglit account. Tr.
\ The province of liamla is nhout three or four weeks fail from Batavia; it confiftsof fix fmall iflandi,

which lie clcfe to e.ich (-thtr; upon Neita, wln\ h is fituate in four dcRiets thirty minutes fouth latitude.

Hands the chief fitdenient of the province r it his a fpncious and commodious harbour hut very difficult

to be entered ; (hips anchcr under tiie cannon of two forts, culled Bclgic.r and Naliau ; the firil (lauds

upon
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It has little to fear from enemies, being as it were fortified by nature, and almoft

every where inaccefllble, on account of its fteep (hores. The violent currents and nar-

row paflages likewife make the navigation very dangerous *. The Company's Ihips

are obliged to be warped in with the aflillance of many boats.

The produce confills in nutmegs and mace ; the former ftand the Company in about

one and a quarter fliver per pound, and the latter in about nine ftivers f. rpi

upon an eminence, and commands the wholeextent of the iflandand of the harbour, as well as fort NatTaii

;

it would however at lead require a garrifon of four hundred men to be capable of defence, and the whole

number of military in all the illands fcarcely ever exceeds three hundred ; the next ifland is that of Lon-

thoir, or Banda Proper. The rtfidencies of Wayer and Oerien are on this ifland, and it has a fort and

two or three redoubts; the third and fourth in importance are Fuloway and Pulo-run, upon the firll of

which there is a fmall fort, and upon the other a redoubt, and thefe four iflands are the only places where

the cultivation of the nutmeg-tree is allowed by the Company ; the other two are Rozlngin, on which

there is a redoubt, and to this ifland the Company often banifli their llate-prifoneis ; and Gunungapi,
which has a volcano, conllantly emitting fnioke and often fl-imes. To this government likewife belong

feveral other iflands in tlie neighbourhood, known by the appellations of the fouth eaftern and fouth-

weftern iflts. Their inhabitants are in alliance wih the Company, and furnifli a confidcrable quantity of

provifions, confilling of wild boars, (lags, fea-cows, and other articles of food, which they barter at Ncira

for piece-goods and other neccffaries. Their trade, however trifling, is of much benefit to the inhabitants of

Banda ; and it is fuppoled that the province would reap greater advantage from it, if the Company would

allow Neira to become a more commercial place ; but the fnlpicious policy of the government has always

been direifled to prevent the frequency of communication with the fpicc iflands, that as little opening might

be left as poffible for the profecntion of a clandclline trade, or for the knowledge of the fuuation, and

ftate of defence of thefe poflcflions. Tr.
* The eftablifltment at the iflcs of Banda confided, in 1776 and 1777, of 55 perfons in civil employ-

ments, 3 clergymen, 16 furgeons and afiiilants, 35 belonging to the aitillery, S2 leamtn and marines em-

ployed on fliore, 2S3 foldiers, and ^o mechanics ; in all ij 14 Europeans, belidts 21 of the natives in the

Company's fervice ;
yet the orders of the Company require that the garrilon here fliould amount to 700

men. Befides the ufual falaries, the Company allow thiir ftrvants at B^nda c percent, onthefaleof

goods imported, and 7 per cent, furphis weight on the nutmegs colleftc-d ; 5^- of which emoluments be-

long to the governor, -^^ to the fccond in command, and the red is dldributcd by fixed portions among
the other Company's fervants; 6 per cent, is likewiie allowed on the nutmegs, and 12 per cent, on the

mace fliippcd off, for lofs in weight by drying, crumbling, &c. ; the profit accruing by which is divided

equally between the governor and the waiehoufe-ket-pers ; the governor has hkewile an allowance of

/".240, or about 22I. per month, for table money. When the Enghfh Admiial Rainier took pofielTion of

the iflands of Amboyna and Bandn, in February and March 1796, the fird, and indeed the only article of

the capitulation was, that " the fenior and junior officers of the civil e aMlfiimcnt, the clergy, the military,

and the marines fhould continue to receive their ufual pay." Notwiilidjnding the natural means of de-

fence of thefe iflands. they fell an eafy prey to the Englidi ; no rcfillauce was made, either here or at Am-
boyna, nor was there a diot fired, or a man killed on either fide. Tr.

f This is nearly conformable to the prices dated by Abbe Raynal, who fays that the Company paid nine

ftivers per pound for tiie mace, and one and an eighth for nutmegs ; but the fa6t is, that the planters were

formerly obliged to furnidi all their fpice to the Company upon pain ot death for felling to any other, at

14 pennings, or | of a ftiver for the found nutmegs ; half as much for thofe which were worm-eaten ;

8 flivcrs 5^ pennings for the mace, and half as much for the dud of mace ; but in the year 1 778 a violent

hurricane having ruined mod of the plantations, the price was advanced to 3!- Itivers for the nutmegs, and

10 ilivcrs for the mace ; the charges of /hipping both articles are about one gilder per cwt. ; and taking

into calculation the per centages allowed on the weight, as before mentioned, the invoice value of each

would be as follows

:

jcoolb. nutmegs, delivered by the planters.

7clb. for 7 per cent, allowed upon the colltftion

93rlb. paid to the planters, nt$[ d. per lb. - /.l6z. 15

561b. for 6 per cent, allowed upon the fhipment.

8741b. neat. Charges of fliipping, /.I . per cwt. - 8. 15

8741b. nutmegs, therefore, ftood the Company in - /•i7t- lo

or 13I.



ACCOUNT OF JAVA AND BATAVIA. jOg

The third government is that of Ternate, to which the ifland of Tidore is fub-
ordinate. The garrifon is computed to amount ahogether to fcven hundred men.
Ternate is not a fubjeft of fo much follcitude as the iflands juft mentioned, for all

the fpice-trees which it poflefledj are extirpated, and no others may be planted in their

Head *.

This

or 15I. IIS. led. (lerling, being abou^ 4,\d. per pound.
IGOolb. niace, paid to tlic planters, at 10 ft. per lb. - /coo. o
I2jlb. for 12 per cent, allowed upon the fliiptneiit.

88olb. neat. Charges of (hipping,/". i. per cwt. - 8. 16

. 88olb. mace, therefore, flood the Company in • /S°^- '^

or 46I. 5s. fteriing, being about iz/^d. per pounds

The real quantity of thefe precious fpiccs, produced in the Banna ifles, lias never been exaflly known.
The largeit quantity of nutmegs fold by the Eall India Company in Holland, at one time, was aSo.oSjIb.
in the year 1737 ; in 1756 was fold 241,4271b. ; and in 1778, 264.i>'9lb. ; the average lias been taken ac

250,0001b. annually, fold in Europe, at 75 llivers per pound, befides about looooolb. difpofed of in tlic

Indies, at no lefs a late. Of mac.-, the average fold in Europe has been go.ooolb. annually, at /.6 per
pound, and io,ooolb. in the Indies. Againll, however, the amazing profits accruing upon thefe articles

mull be confidcrcd, the important expences of the ellablifhment at Panda. Three large (hips are difpatched

thitlier every year horn Java with rice and other nccelTaries. In the year 1779 the charges amounted to

y.146,170, and the revenues proceeding from the duties on imports, &c. to/.9350, leaving a furplus in the

charges of/'. 1 36,820, or about 12,440!. ilerling; although the able and intelligent governorGencralMolTel, in

liis plan of reform of the Company's aflairs in Indl;i, calculates that the revenues of Banda could be incrtafed

to/.90,000, taking, at the fame time, the charges of the edablilhmcnt at/. 155,000, by which the ultimate

expciice would be reduced by one halt. Thcle iflands, however, can never be expefted to yield any advan-

tage befides that derived from the fpice trade, Entirely cut ofi from all the other parts of India, and de-

prived of all commerce, fave the trifling bartering ti-ade we have noticed with the indigent natives of the

ioulh-eaftcrn and fouth vvtllern ifliiids, they are even deflitute of the means of fubfillence for their own
inhabitants, and muft be fuppled with every iieceffary from without. Nature, who has lavi(hly btftowcd

upon them articles of luxury and fuperfliii:y, has denied t)\cm thnfe of indifpenfable nccefiity. Banda is

Jikewife accounted a moll unhealthy pbce, efpecially at the chief fcttlcment of Ncira. borne attril)ute

this circumliance to the neighbourhood of tlie volcano, in the iflind ot Gunung Api, and others Co a

dckteiious quality in the water.

When Admiral Rainier took pofRfiion ot Banda, he found in the trcafury 66,675 rixdollars, and in ftort

84,7771b. iHitmtgf, and i9,5S7ib. ir.ace. The Enghfli Kail India Company (old 30,ooolb. nurmegs,

and 25,ooolb. mace at llicir iall fpring fale, which was the fiifl public fale in Englcnd of thefe valuable

articles. Tr.
• The province ofTernate inchidesthe iflands of Ternate, Tidore, Molir, Machian, and Bachian ; which

arc what are propirly the iMohiccas ; they are the original places of growth of the finer fpices, and la>ger-

nutmegs are ftill found in the woods of Ternate, than any that are produced at Banda On the ilhnd of

Ternate, in'one degree noilh latitude, is lltuate Fort Orange, which is the refidcntc of the governor. The-

1 Spaniards had a footing in the Molucca* as late as the year 1663, at which period they abandoned their

cdablifliment at (jiammalamma, which was formerly the iclidence of the Kings of rcrnate ; and the Dutch
F.all India Company proving the (liongcll in their wars in i<'i8o, with the confederated Kings of the Mo-
Juccas, the King of Ternate became tributary to ihem, .Tnd the Kings ot the other illands were fo far ren-

dered dependent upon tlitni, that, in the year 1771*, upon lufpicion of their having let fomc machination*

on footagainft the Company, ihc two powerful Kirgsof 'i'idore and Bachian were dcpofed, and fent in

ixilc lo Batavia, and their thrones given to other Princes, upon condition of their becoming tin vadais of

the Company. Some places, fituated in the callerii part ot the iiland Celebes, belong likcwifc to this govern-

ment ; the chief of them are Gorontalo and Manado ; and the object ot the Company in Uttling there, is

piincipally to furnilii provifions for Ternate, that part of Celebes being very fruitful in rice and other

'teceffarioi. They alfo yield a confiderable qnantilv of gold, about 24,000 taels, of a dollar and a half ia

weight.
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This province cofts more to the Company than any profits that accrue from it. It

is, however, of great importance, to defend the fpice-iflands, to which together with

five or fix other linali iflands it ferves as a key. Thefe are properly the Mohicca
iflands.

A few years ago the Englifh eflabliflied themfelves at a fmall iflimd, not far diflant

from Ternate, which is called Sullock, but they abandoned it again in 1766.

The charges which the Company incur at Ternate amount to about one hundred
and forty thoufand gilders per annum, and the profits on the goods which are confumed
among the natives, to fixty or feventy thoufand *.

This illand fufFered greatly in the month of Auguft 1770 by earthquakes. More
than fixty violent fliocks were felt in the fpace of four-and-twenty hours, and the for-

tifications were much injured.

Macaffer is the fourth government ; it is fituated on the ifland of Celebes, part of

which is under the dominion of the Company, while they are in alliance with mofl of

the native fovereigns of the remainder. The eftablifhment here is equal to thofe of the

before-mentioned governments. There are fortreffes, which are difperfed over the

ifland, to keep the natives in awe ; but the chief power of the Company confifts in

the policy of fomenting the mutual jealoufy of the Indian Princes, their allies, by which
they are prevented from uniting, and are, in confequence, unable to undertake any thing

againft the Dutch.

The profits of the Company amounted in the year 1755 to eighty thoufand, and their

charges to one hundred and fifty-five thoufand gilders.

weight, yearly, amounting, at 5I. per tael, to I20,oool. and efculent birds' nefts, which a'-e eilecmed a

great deh'cacy by the orientals, and efpecially by the Chinefe, in exchange for wiiich the inhabitants take

opium, Indollan piece-goods, chiefly blue cloth, line Bengal cofTats and huminuins, together with fome
cutlery. Ternate does not, in general, lequire ;iny fnpply of provifions from Java as the ifles of Banda
do. Some have given as a reafon for this difference, that from the commencement of the dominion of the

Dutch in the Molucca iflands, the lives of the inhabitants have been fpared ; whereas in Banda they were

all exterminated under the pretence that they were a perfidious nation upon whofe engagements no dcpend-

ance could be placed ; and now that the cultivation of the foil there has fallen into the hands of a mixture

of Europeans and Indians, either as proprietors or lefFees of the fpice plantations, they have not been able

to attend to the propagation of rice or other articles of food. In 1776.1777 the ellablilhment of Ternate

confiflcd of 59 perfons in civil employments, 3 in ecclcfiaftical fituation;., 10 furgcons and affiftants, 38
belonging to the artillery, 2 14 feamen and marines employed on fhore, 456 foldiers, and 67 mechanics, in

all ¥47. In addition to his falary the governor has a yearly allowance of /" 2,400, or about 2 2g1. Iterling,

lor the expencc of enteitaining the native princes; the governor and the fecond in command have
5
per

cent, divided equally between them on the falc of all goods imported ; and 1 per cent, is allowed on the

collection of gold, to be divided betvi'een the governor and the collector. Tk.
* The Company pay a yearly fum of /'.32,250, 01 nearly 30C0I. Ikrling to the Kings of the Molucca?,

in confideration of which tiiey engage to dellroy all the fpice trees, whicii are difperfed through the woods
of their extenfive iflands, and detachments of Europeans are fenl out from time to time to fee tliat this

extirpation be duly executed. The Company do not retain poffefllon of the Moluccas on account of their

intrinlic value, but for political reafons, in order to keep other nations from the neighbourhood of Am-
boyna and Banda, to tlie fecuiity of which the pofftfrion of Ternate was fuppoicd greatly to contiibute.

The cxpences of government at the Moluccas, were calcul.^ted by the governor General Moffcl at

_/' 144,5:0 per annum, and the revenues at /.gOjOOO ; butjin 1 ^79, after the revolution mentioned in a pre-

ceding note, the former were found to amount toy".2 29,406, and the latter to /'. i 14,997, leaving a deficit

of /. 1 1 i,.|C9, or about 10,400!. flerling, whicli is a large lum, when we confider that the mother-country
<3erivts no advantage from this fettlemcnt; for the profits on the gold and birds' nefls beforementioned

are confumed in India, and fcarccly fuffice to make good the charge of fending a fhip thither, as is done
e^ery year from Batavia, with llo."-e3 and necclfaries for the government. Tn.

Slaves
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Slaves and rice are the chief objects of traffic here ; but the cflabllflinicnt is like-

wife confidered of great importance, for the fecurity of the Moluccas and the fpice-

iflands *.

Upon the ifland of Timor, part of which belongs to the Portuguefe, and part to the

Dutch, the Company have a iinall fettlement, the profits and expenccs of which are

nearly equal f.

At Banjermafling, fituatcd on the fouth fide of the great ifland of Borneo, the

charges and revenues are equally nearly upon a par. Its chief product is pepper |.

Malacca

* See the further ample account of the fettlement at MacafTcr, in Mr. Stavorinus's Second Voyape. Tr.

f Timor is an ifland lying in the dlreftiofl of noith-cad between tight dec;recs forty minutes and ten de-

grees thirty minutes, fouth latitude ; the Dutch fettlement is at a fort called Coupang at the fowtli-wed

part of it, in latitude ten degrees twelve minutes fouth, and in longitude, according 'o the Dutch charts, ore
hundred and twenty-one degrees fifty-one minutes eaR, but according to Captain liligh, in one hundred and
twenty-four degrees fotty-one miiuites eaft. The chief of the fettlement has the rank of merchant, with an
additional falary of/.200c, and the eftablifliment confifted in 1776 1777 often pcrfons in civil, and two in

ecclefiaftical employments, two furgeons, five belonging to the artillery, eight marines, forty fnlditrs, and
three mechanics, in all feventy Europeans. The north eaft and fouth fides of the ifland belong to the

Dutch, whofe governor has equally the controul over the neighbouring fmall iflands of Rotti, Savu, and
fomc others, which are governed by their own native Princes, but who are dependent of the Company, and
pay yearly acknowledgments of fmall value, confiding principally in wax, whirh is the chief article produced
in their domains The Portuguefe have a fmall faftory, called Liffau, on the north fide of Timor. The
charges of the Dutch eftablifliment here amounted in 1779 to /.1 1,712, and the receipts to / 13,619.

And upon the whole, they have been compu'cd to be nearly upon a par. Timor furniflies a number of

llaves for private ufe, who are of a pliant difpofition and temper, and are much employed at Banda in the

cultivation and preparation of nutrr egs and mace. The Company likewife receive from Timor a coi fider-

able quantity of fandal-wood, and bees-wax (though the former article is now fcarce), in exchange for

piece-gocxls, on the fale of which five per cent, is allowed, in equal proportions, to the two fiill ofiiccrs
;

the profits on this h'ttle trade are more than ndequate to make good the charges of the fliip, which is

annually difpatched from Batavia, for the purpofcs of fetching theni, and of carrying a cargoof ncccnarics

to the government, Tr.

J The faflory at Banjermafruig lies in three degrees fouth latitude. There Is a fmall fort, where a junior

merchant as tefident, with about twenty-five or thirty foldieis are fiationed. The objcifl of this eflablifli-

mcnt is chiefly the colledhon or purchafe of the pepper and rough diamonds produced in the country.

Five per cent, on the pepper collected is all( wed to the refident. The cnntrafl entered into with the King
obliges him to deliver 6o3,Oco pounds, at three liivtrs per pound ; and this is the only article which in-

duces the Company to retain this poffcfrion, for the profits on the rough diamonds, gold, wax, canes, and

fago, whuld not be fufficlent to make good the charges. The refpeftlve qualities of thefc latter articles

are alfo fo inferior that the trade of the Company in them is confined to a mere trifle. The circumjacent

Indian nations, and the Chinefe, carry on a great trade with Borneo. The Engllfli have fome cftablifli-

ments on the north coaft of Borneo, but their fettlement at Balambangan was deflroyed in 1775, by the

Soloos, and we know not whether it has been re-eftabliflied. They have endeavoured to rear the nutmeg at

thcfe places. T hey fuccceded toltr.ihly in the beginning, but either tlulr plants have degenerated, or

they had not originally the genuine kind, for the nutmegs they now produce are much lefs in value than

thofe which are grown at Banda, and ore, In hO, what are called wild nutmegs, being of .•\n oblong fliape,

and a lefs fplcy nature than the true ones. Bunjcrnianing is of no Importance to the Company as a fource

of revenue, for they do not pon"ifs a foot of land without their fort, and are obliged to be conftantly on

their guard agalnli the infidlous attacks of the natives ; though In 1769 an o der, which was made in

1754, for all captains of vcfl'els going thither, " not to land all the caflt they had on board for the fscloiy

at one time," was withdrawn ; the fort being then thought fnflieiently flrong to withlland ai'y affault of

the Indians. The charges of this ellnbllflimcnt were, in : 779, / 12 051, aboutlicol llciling, which,

together with thofe of conveying the pepper to Batavia, aic fearcely covered by the profits accruing on

this fcanty trade.

Landak and Succadana are pofTedions which the Dutch Company have obtained in Borneo, by giant

from the King of Bantam, to whofe crown they were appendages, being provinces formeily conquered

by the Bantamtfe ; in the year 1778 he ceded the entire property of them to the Comjrany, who iiu-

mediattlv fent a fliip from liatavia, with an adtquate force to take poffeflTion of them, and enter int<- a

treaty with the ijultan of the country. Both thefc objeAs having fuccecdcd, the Company fettled ihem-
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Malacca is the fifth government, and a place of great importance, for it commands
the paffage through the ftraits of that name to the eaftem parts of Afia, as all fhips

going to China, Tonquin, Siam, the Molucca, and Sunda iflands, mufl: either pafs

by here, or elfe through the ftraits of Sunda ; both which paflages can be blocked up,

by means of the Company's poffeffions. The whole eftablifhmeut at Malacca is com-
puted to amount to five hundred men *. The revenues and charges of the govern-

ment are each about one hundred thoufand gilders f.

The fixth government in order is that of the North-eaft Coafl; of Java ; the head of

which generally refides at Samarang. The Company draw almofl: all their rice and

timber from this province. All the fea-ports along this coafl, as far as Cheribon,

where chiefs or refidents are ftationed by the Company, belong to it. This is faid

to be at prefent the moft lucrative of ali the governments in India +.

The feventh is that of the coafl of Coromandel. Befides the head fettlement, Nega-

patnam ||, all the Company's other faftories along this coafl belong to it. Thefe are

Sadrafpatnam,

felves in a fmall fort, called Puntiana, fituatcd on a river of the name of Lava. The eftabh'fhment, as

may be conceived, is not large, it remaining yet to be proved whether the commerce that may be carried

on here, will anfwer the expence. Between thirty and forty men are garrifoned here ; and in 1779 the

charges amounted to f.g-jiG, about 884I. and the profits which had then been made upon the fale of piece-

goods, and other trifles, were no more than/.i764, about i6ul. but hopes have been entertained that thefe

places will in future be of great advantage to the Company, groimdcd upon the various articles of trade

which Borneo is known to produce, namely rough diamonds, camphor, benzoin, canes, iron, copper, be-

zoar, fago, wax, bird's nefts, gold, &c. Yet, taking into confideration the propenfity of the Borncans to

theft, and to illicit trade, as well as that feveral of the above produftions are not to be met with within

twenty days' journey up the country, it may well be doubted whether any benefit can be fpeedily or ulti-

mately derived from thefe fettlements. Tr.
* In 1776-1777 the eftablifhment at Malacca confided of 39 perfons in civil, and 3 in ccclefiaftical em-

ployments, 7 furgeons and afiiftants, )6 belonging to the artillery, 129 feamen and marines, 262 foldiers,

and 43 mechanics, in all 499 Europeans. This city is fituated in three degrees ten minutes north lati-

tude, and was taken from the Portuguefe by the Dutch in 1640, after a rnofl obftinate defence. It is

reprefented as a llrong place. It was taken poireffion of by the Englilh in Auguft 1795.

\ Governor Moflel Hated the charges of this fettlement in his time at /. lo2,coo, and the revenues at

/.89,ooo per annum; in 1779, however, the former amounted to/.ii3, 235, and the latter to y.162,520,

leaving a balance in favour of the colony of /.49, 285, or about 4480I. fterling. This revenue proceeds

from the duties laid on imports and exports, a great trade being carried on here by the Indians, and free

European merchants of all nations, and from the profits on the goods vended by the Company. Of the

export-duty of 6 per cent, one fourth is allowed, as aperquifitc, to the Company'.s fervants, of which the

governor has 40 per cent., the fecond in command 15, and the reft is dillributcd, in different proportions,

to the inferior officers. The governor has alfo an allowance of one gilder, about is. 9d. per picol, on

all the tin colleded. A large quantity of this article, three or four hundred thoufand pounds weight, is

purchafed here every year, at about f.'^o pur hundred pound, equal to about 5fSs. fterling per hundred

weight, which is generally difpofed of in Afia. In 1778, however, one hundred thoufand pounds was fold

in Holland aty".40 per hundred pounds. This fettlement likewife yields fome gold, areca, brimttone, and

rofin, together with very good mafts, for the fmall vcffels which are built at Rembang and at the ifland

Onruft. Upon all thefe the profits art not inconfiderable, as the whole of thefe articles are in great requell

throughout the Indies. The commUrioners for the trade on both fides of the llrait have five per cent, on

all purchafes and fales, and one per cent, on the gold they coUcft, out of which they muft defray their

own travelling expences. The territorial extent of this government is not very great ; it is confined to

the city of Malacca, and the neighbouring fmall province of Pera, where the Company have a fort for

protefting the coUeftion of the tin, which is dug tliere. In 1783 Rio, or Riow, fituated near Malacca,

which was the refort of a notorious ncit of fmugglers, was fubdued by Commodore Van Braam, and has

fince been added to the jurifdiftion of Malacca. Tr.

t We refer the reader to the fecond voyage of Mr. Stavoriiius, for particulars refpefting the Dutch
fettlements along the north-eall coaft of Java. Tr.

II
Negapatnam is a ftrong fortrefs and walled town in the kingdom of Tanjore, and eleven degrees north

latitude. It was formerly the chief fettlement of the Dutch on this coaft, and coll them much money in

maintaining
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Sadrafpatnam, Palicol, Jagernakpouram, and Bcmelipatnam*. The articles of trade

which it furnifhes, are all forts of cotton piece-goods.

Ceylon is the eighth government, to which likewife belongs Madura, fituate on the
oppofite ihore f.

This

maintaining the garrifan and fortifications. In the war of 1780, it was however taken by the Englifh,
3rd ceded to them by the treaty of peace in 1783. The (latements adduced below, both of the ellabhfti-

ment on the coaft, and of the revenues and cxpences, are taken from dates preceding this event ; none
fubfcquent to it have been attainable ; nor has it been poffible to afcertain the fpecific proportion of Ne-
gapatnam in either: fo that greater uncertainty muft prevail on this fubjett than in any of our o:her ad-

ditions. Tr.
• Our author here omits the fettlement of Palliacatta, where the Dutch eftabliflicd themfelves as early

as 1609, when they built a fquare fort, called Geldria, and whither, fince the lofs of Negapatnam, the
chief government of their fettlements on the coaft has been tranfpofed. The fort is in thirteen degrees
thirty minutes north latitude, the city which adjoins to it lies in the dominions of the Nabob of Arcot.
The trade here, and indeed all along the Coromandel coaft, in arraek, fugar, Japan copper, fpices, and
other articles, brought from Batavia, is very brifk. Sadrafpatnam is a town equally in the duminioni of
the Nabob of Arcot, from whom the Company have farmed it ; they have a fortified lodge here, and have
frequented this place fince 1647 : it lies in twelve degrees forty minutes north. Palicol Is a village belong-

ing to the Company, in fixteen degrees forty minutes north, and in the country of Neirfcpore ; together
with the two following places, it is fituated in the kingdom of Golconda. Jagernakpouram, lies in feven-

tecn degrees twenty minutes north: the territory upon which it Hands, together with the factory at

Daatijcrom, and two villages near it, which are ufed for the bleaching of calicoes and other piece-goods,

are the property of the Company ; the faflory is defended by ramparts of earth. Bcmelipatnam, the

north latitude of which is nearly eighteen degrees, is a place which the Company hold in farm ; ihey have

a new fort here, and the road before it, as well as that at Jagernakpouram, is prafticable from December
to September. The Dutch Company likewife carry on a confiderable trade at Mafulipatnam, and they

have a refident at Porto Novo, which is under the Nabob of Arcot for the purchafe of cottons, on which
they pay an export duty of one per cent. In 1776-1777, their eftabliftiment on the coaft of Coromandel
conlifted of one thoufand one hundred and feventy-five Europeans : namely, one hundred and forty-two

in civil, and nine in ecclefiallical employmenis; fourteen furgeons and afliftarits ; feventy-nine belonging to

the artillery ; one hundred and eighty-four feamen and marines, employed on (hore ; feven hundred and
thirty-fix foldiers, and eleven mechanics, befides one hundred and thirty-feven natives. The revenues and

the profits on the merchandize difpofed of, amounted in 1779, for all thcfe fettlements, Negapatnam in-

cluded, to /.42 7, 13 1, and the charges to /492, 1 33. The intelligent MofTel, who was particularly ac-

quainted with the local circumftances of this coaft, as he was five years governor of the Company's Coro-

mandel fettlements, calculated that the former might be made to amount to/.520,ooo, and the latter re-

duced to/. 260,000. One or two fliips are annually difpatched direft to Europe, with piece-goods, and

caliatour-wood, the reft go firft to Batavia. The value of the piece-goods fold in 1778 in Holland, was

/.2,coo,ooo, about 1 81, Si 81. flerling ; and of caliatour-wood 200,oco pounds were fold at/.2o per 100

pounds. It is computed that twenty-five per cent, is gained on both articles. The whole of the Dutch
fettlements on this coaft are now in pofTeffion of the Engliftt. Tr.

f Ceylon lies between fix degrees and nine and a half degrees north. The ftruggles between the Dutch
and Portuguefe for this ifland lafted from 1638 to 1655, in which lall year the latter were entirely driven

from it, by the lofs of Colombo. This place, which is well fortified, is the chief fettlement, and the re-

fidence of the governor ; it it fituated on the weft fide of the ifland, and at the broadcft part of it. Candy,

the metropolis of the ifland, and the feat of the emperor, lies about fixteen Dutch miles inland from

Colombo; it was taken in 1764 by the Dutch, but reftored to the emperor by the fubfcquent peace.

The dillricl of Colombo extends about twenty leagues in length, and eight in breadth ; it abounds in cin-

namon groves and rice fields, black cattle and poultry, and is very populous. There is a fcminarium at

Colombo, for the propagation of the Chriftian religion j and it is computed, that there are three hundred

thoufand native Chriftians in Ceylon. The load of Colombo is unfafe, and only pradicable for a few

rnonths in the year. Five leagues north of Colombo is Ncgombo, a fortrefs of lefi confideration, but the

cinnamon produced in its diftriA is the beft of the ifland ; it likewife yields a large quantity of coir for

cordage. Jaffnapatnam is a place of confcquence, ftrongly fortified, lying oppofite to and not far from the

continent of Indolian; it is the capital of what was formerly a kingdom, nearly fixty leagues in circum-

ference ; elephants form the only objed of trade of this country for the Company ; this, liowcvcr, yields

D u 3 io
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This extenfivc ifland may be faid to be entirely under the dominion of the Company,
fmce the treaty of peace concluded in 1766 with the Emperor of Candy ; for they
now pollefs in fovereignty all the fca-coafls and harbours round the ifland : nothing
but the interior parts has been left to the Emperor, and he is wholly inciofed in them,
without any accefs to the fea, except by palling over the territory of the Company.
This is in faft the chief if not the fole advantage derived from that expenfive wai-,

which it has been computed coft the Company more than eight millions of gilders*. The
Dutch embaiiadors who were fcnt to the court of Candy, were formerly obliged to

conform to the oriental ceremony of approaching the throne upon their knees ; but
it was made a condition of the treaty of peace, that this fervile cuftom fhould no more
take place and that they fliould remain ftanding in the prefence of the King.
The chief and almoft the only produce of this ifland is cinnamonf. The pearl-

fifliery likevvife, however, yields the Company in general a benefit of one hundred thou-

fand

in general a profit ofy.jcooo, about 4550I. (lerling, yearly. A confiderable number of tbefe animals
are delivered annually to the company, by the native Princes in tbis dillrift, who are on that confideratioa

left in potrcflioii of the fovereignty over the country and the inhabitants. Ttinconomale is on the op-
pcfite fide of the ifland, thirty-five leagues from Jaffnapatnam. Fort Oollenburg, which Hands upon a
cliff projefling about fifteen hundred paces into the fea, was built by the Portugueic with the materials of
a famous pagoda which Uood there and was deliroycd by them : the Dutch poffeffed themfelves of it in

1639 ; and notwithilanding its feeming natural ftrcngth, it has not proved fufficicnt to refill the attack of an
European enemy, having been taken twice in the prtfent century ; its harbour is celebrated as one of the

moll commodious and extenfive in the world, and it is peculiarly favourably C^tuated for keeping up a cor-

relpondcnce with the King of Candy, and of courfe for engroffing the trade of the cinnamon grown ii»

his dominions. About eighteen leagues farther is Batticaloa, which is a fort of but little (Itength, but oa
account of the fertility of its dillritt in all kinds of provifions, of fome importance to the Company.
Punto Giillo is a fecure harbour at the fouthern extremity of the ifland, in the fertile province of Mature,
vhere fome coffee and pepper are produced : in this harbour all the (hips for Holland are laden in No-
vember and in February, wiih the various produfts of Ceylon, and thofe taken in trade at Colombo, all

which mull be conveyed to Punto Gallo, to be (hipped to Europe. BtCdes thefe, there arc feveral fmaller

forts, ("aliture, Kalpetty, Putelang, Chilau, and IVianaar, which fervc chiefly to cover the mofl open parts

of the coall : and tlie faftoties, on the oppofite fhore of India, appertain alfo to the government of Ceylon ;

thcle are, Tutucorin, Kilcare, Ponnecail, Cape Comorin, and Mannapaar, where a quantity of piece-goods

is collefted and fent to Ceylon. In September and Odober 1795, Ceylon and its dependencies were rc-

rcduced by the Britifh forces. Tr.
* About 727,3001. Herling. Tr.
-j- Of the various fpecies of the cinnamon tree, and the manner of flrippiiig the bark, preparing and

flilpping it off. Dr Thnnberg has given an ample and curious account in the fourth volume of his Travels.

It is grown chiefly in the diftiidls of Colombo, Gale Cotle, Negombo, and in the dominions of the King
of Candy ; it uftd formerly never to be regularly pl.rnted, but was always fi)ught for in the woods by the

chonlias, one of the lowed calles of the Cingalefe, whofe peculiar occupation was the barking of cinnamon 1

it i^ however now cultivated by the Dutch Company, who have laid out extenfive plantations of it in the

djftrids of Colombo and Gale Corle. They liave proceeded with greater ardour in this plan, fince the

laft ^ ar with the King of Candy, on account of the great decrtafe in the quantity coUtftpd fmce, com-
paied with that ufually procured before. Notwitliftanding the acqiiifition of a large extent of territory,

a the conchifion of peace, it has been found that inllead of ?ooo or io,oco bales of cinnamon, of 8S
pounda each, which was the quantity ufually drawn from Ceylon before that war, only 6000 or 7COQ
bales have been furniflied. This deficiency has been afcribed to the ill-will of the coiut of Candy, on ac-

count of the humiliation to which it w.is reduced by that war; and although the King is bound by the

condiiions of peace to deliver all the cinnamon produced in his country to the Company, for five pagodas

(an Indian gold coin of ninety lliveis, or about ; s. ad Itcrling) per bale of jS pounds, he either negledls

to have the cinnamon duly collefted, or fends a great part of it, of an infciior quality, or in an adulterated

or fpoilcd Hate. The cinnamon which the Coiupany colleft, or cultivate themfelves, is computed to

Hand them in neatly the fame rate. Befides this precious fpicc, fume ci;lfee and cardemons are the only

aiticles of the produce of the ifland, which are exported to Europe; piece-goods from the failories oi\

the
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fand r!x-dollars annually. No pearls ufed formerly to be fifhed, but upon the oyfler-beds

of Tutocorin ; but they are now likewife got from thofe on the Ceylon fide, near Ma-
naar and Aripo. The fifliery, however, does not take place for certain every year ; for

this depends upon the condition in which the beds are found. When the fifhing feafon

approaches, the oyfters are examined by the Ceylon council, and it they are found of

a proper fize, publication is made of the time when the pearl fifliery is to commence,

and the number of boats and men to be employed in it are determined upon : the

number of divers is at prefent ufually fixed at ninety-fix. A certain pcr-centage

is allowed to the governor of Ceylon, on what the Company receive from the farming

of this fiihery*.

The trade of the Company in Bengal is entrufted to a direclor, as they pofiefs only

a very fmall territory there, by permiliion of the Emperor of Indoltan, or the Great

Mogul. It is the fame at Surat, where, as in Bengal, they have a lodge, or faftory,

for the fecurity of their goods, and their jurifdifton does not extend far beyond its

limits. From Bengal, they receive piece-goods, faltpetre, and opium. From Surat,

piece-goods, various forts of Indian dreffes, &c.

the oppofite coafl:, pepper from tlie coaft of Malabar, cowries from the Maldives, faltpetre from Bensral,

and fome Surat goods, help to form, however, the cargoes of the vcffels which are difpatclicd from Puiuo

Gallo ; and in 1778, the fales in Europe, of the imports from Ceylon, were as follow :

6oo,ocolb. cinnamon, at about /.6 (us. fterling) per pound.

4,03clb. catdcmoms, at 33 llivtrs (3s.)

5 ocolb. coffee, at lO llivers.

300,coolb. cowries at 7' llivers.

zo.ooolb. cotton yarn, and

piece-goods to the amount dfy.aco,©©© (about iS,l8ol.)

A confiderable quantity of cinnamon is alfd yearly lent to Batavia, for the confumption of the eaff.

The cinnamon lound at Leylon in 1795, was purchafej of tlie captors by the Englilh l.all India Com-
pany, for l83,oocl. (lerling. In the latter end of 1797, the quantity of i;!,893 bale^;, containing

l,23:,y6 lb. cf cinnamen was brought to England ; and the Ead India Company fold 3;o,OLolb. at thcfr

enfuing fpring fale. Tr.
* The advantages which accrued from this fource amounted only to one hundred thoufand gilders, not

rix-doUats, annually ; but the Company have been deprived of them entirely fince the year 1771 : at that

period, the nabob of the Carnatic attacked and took pofTelTion of Marrua near Tutucorin, whofe prince

was in alliance with the Dutch ; the nabob immediately laid claim to the pearl-fifhery, and the Company
thought fit to give up the point, and have abandoned it ever fince. The famous Van Inihof, in his poit-

humous elaborate memorial rcfpeAing the Hate of India, confiders Marrua as an important barrier, or

frontier place of Ceylon. Many precious Hones are found in Ceylon, the principal of which are rubies,

fapptiirts, topazes, and garnets; different kinds of chryllals, and quartz, are fold there under the pompous

denominations of diamonds, amethylls, &c. Dr. Thunberg has given a curious lill of all the kinds which

he met with at Ceylon The digging of them is farmed out by the government ; and though trifling, is

one of the objcfts of revenue of the illand. Thefe amounted in 1779 altogether to/.fi 1 ,704, while the

charges of the whole ellablifliment were / 1,243,038, which makes the cxpence of the Company in main-

taining Ceylon ultimately amount to /63l,334, or 57,^94! Iterling ; but this is ealily borne by the im-

menle ptolits attached to die exclufive cinnamon irade, and the other aitieles brought from this illand,

as before noticed. In I -55, however, when Moffcl drew up his ffatements, Ceylon appeared in a very

d.ff.rtnt light: he made the revenues and profits amount to / 1,1 68 00--, and the charges only to

/.90-,5CO, by which it appears that the illand was then fully able to maintain itfelf. Yet there are many

caufes which may be fuppoftd to contribute to this difference : the failure of the revenue from the

pearl-liffiery ; the augnuniation of the territory of the Company by the peace of I766, and conlequent

jncrcife ot their military force, &c. In 1776 1777, the ellabli(hm(nt at Ceylon c.nfiiled ot four hun-

drcd and fixteen peifons in civil, and thirty-three in eccleliallical offices, fifty-lour fingeous and alTillants,

ihiee hundred and fifteen belonging to the artillery, fix hundred and liftem feamtn and maiincs cmpKiycJ

on ffiore, two thoufand three luindied and niuciy-feven foldlirs, and two Imndnd and torty-lhrce me-

chanics ; in all four thoufand and fcvenly-three Europeans, btlidcs one thoufand two liuodrtd and twenty-

five natives. Tr.

3
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The Company's pofTefllons on the coafl of Malabar are under a commandant. The
chief produce is pepper, which is efleemed the beft of all India *.

From the weft coaft of Sumatra are brought gold, camphor, and pepper f.

Bantam is a commandery from which the Company draw the greateft quantity of

pepper.

On the inner, or eaftecn coaft of Sumatra, they have a fettlement at Palembang,

whence they receive pepper and tin |.

Moft

• Mr. Stavorinus enlarges refpefting Bengal, in the next book ; refpefting Sural in the 2d and 3d
books of his fecond voyage ; and rcfpefting the coaft of Malabar, in the 13th and 14th chapters of the

4th book. Tr.

f Befides Lampon, which has been mentioned among the dependencies of Bantam, the Dutch have a

fettlement at Padang, on the weft coaft of Sumatra, to which the faftories at Pulo Chinco, Priamam, and
Ado-erhadja are fubordinate. At Padang there is a fort, with a garrifon of fifty or fixty men, and the

chief of the fettlement has the rank of merchant. Some pepper, camphor, and benzoin are furnifhed

from this coaft, but ever fince the eftablifhment of the Englifh fettlement at Bencoolen in this neighbour-

hood, the Dutch complain that pepper is procured in very fmall quantities ; they, however, likewife col-

lect and expoit annually to Batavia, about two thoufand five hundred tials of gold, the quantity never

exceeds three thoufand tials, ncr falls ftiort of two ; a tial is twenty-fix pennyweights twelve grains ; the

purchafe price is high, being nearly 3I. 5s. fierling, per ounce. There is a vein of gold which runs clofe

to Padang, and fome years ago it was worked, but not finding returns adequate to the expence, the Com-
pany let it to farm, and, in a few years, it fell into fuch low repute as to be difpofed of at a rent of two
Spanifti dollar?, by public auftion. lu 1779 the books of Padang ftiewcd a balance in favour of the

cliablil'hment of/. 20,902, about 1900I. Ilerling, the charges being /-j 5,675, and on the other hand, the

profits accruing on the fale of piece-goods, fait, &c. /74-,577 ; which is fufficient to defray the expence of

fending a (hip thither annually from Batavia, with neceftaries for the fettlement. Padang and its depen-

dencies are, at prefent, in the hands of the Englifn. The whole eftabliihment of the Dutch on the weft

coaft of Sumatra, including Lampon, was, in 1776-1777, thirty perfons in civil employments, five fur-

geons and affiftants, two belonging to the artillery, thirteen marines, one hundred and four foldiers, and

twenty-one mechanics ; in all, one hundred and feventy-five Europeans, befides ninety-feven natives in the

fervice of the Company. Tr.

:j; Palembang lies about ten or twelve days fail from Batavia. The dominions of the King of Palem-

bang are extenfive ; they reach as far as the hills of Lampon to the fouthward, and comprehend the

ifland of Banca, which lies oppofite to the river of Palembang. This ifland is celebrated throughout Afia for

the fame caufe, its tin-mines, to which England owed its celebrity in Europe, in very ancient times, before

its arts and arms had fpread its fame around the globe. The tin-mines in Banca, which were firft dif-

covered in 1710 ori7ii, have yielded immenfe quantities of ore, and appear inexhauftible. There are

feven chief places where it is dug, which are under the direftion of Chinefe managers, who provide and

pay for the labour of the miners, who are alfo, in general, of that nation. The tin is delivered by thefe

chiefs to the King of Palembang, for five rix-doUars per one hundred and twenty-five poimds, and by hira

to the Dutch for fifteen rix-dollars, equal to about 58s. fterling per hundred weight Englifh. The Com-
pany do not, however, always take all that is brought ; for in 1770 the government at J3atavia refolved,

" not to receive more than twenty-five thoufand picols of one hundred and twenty-five pounds each, from

Palembang every year, and as 50CO picols more had been delivered that year, no more than twenty thou-

fand ftiould be accepted in the next, of which due notice fhould be given to the King." And yet the

Dutch endeavor.r to prevent the tin from being difpofed of to any others, and keep veftels continually

cruifing along the (hores to prevent the fmuggling of it j but their vigilance is eluded, and the commerce

is largely patticipated by private adventurers. Kaynal and others Hate the quantity of tin received by
the Dutch Company at two million pounds ; but from the above it appears, that they take at leaft three

million pounds. But very little of it comes to Europe ; in 1778, feven himdred thoufand pounds were

fold in Holland at/42 per hundred pounds ; the greateft part goes to the China market, where it is pre-

ferred to European tin, and the profit upon it is fuppofed by a late intelligent traveller. Sir George Staun-

ton, not to be lefs any year than 150,0001. Ilerling, though, by the Dutch account of their China trade,

which is given a little farther on, this feems to be an extravagant computation. The King is under ftrift

engagements to the Dutch, to allow them an exclufive trade throughout his dominions, and to deliver all

the tin and pepper produced in them at Batavia, fending them thither in his own ftiips, and at his own
expence. The quantity of pepper brought annually from Palembang is about two million pounds, which

is parchafcd at the rate of two llivers per pound. The Company likewife take about one thoufand carats

cf rough diamonds, and a confiderable quantity of canes and rattans. Very few goods are given in ex-

change
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Moft of the coffee fold by the Company is brought from their fettlement at Cheri-
bon in Java.

One of their moft advantageous branches of commerce is that which they carry on
to Japan ; they fend one or two (hips thither every year, and are admitted to trade
there exclufively of all other nations, the Chinefe alone excepted.

A fmall ifland called Decima, in the harbour of Naiigafakki, has been ceded to them •

and the merchandife they import is landed and houfed there *.

This trade is confided to a chief, who is fent out from Batavia every two years.

The charges of this eftablifhment amount to full one hundred thoufand gilders

every year; the half of which is the value of the annual prefents to the Emperor of
Japan f.

The principal articles that are fhipped to Japan are tortoife-fliells, Baros camphor
from Sumatra and Borneo, Dutch woollens, and fugar ; in return for which we receive

Japan camphor, copper, china, and lacquered ware |.

The trade to China generally employs four fliips every year ; thefe are difpatched

diredtly from Holland, and only touch at Batavia, in going out, in order to take in a

cargo of Banca tin, which is difpofed of to much advantage in China : but when they

return to Europe they only anchor at North Ifland, not far from the ftraits of Sunda,

change for tliefe articles, and a large fum in fpecie is yearly required to balance with the King. In i7"g
the profit on the few things difpofed of at Palambang amounted only to f.'>()iz, and the charges of the
fettlement were /.49,677, making It (land the Company for one year in/.45,7^5, orabout 4160I. fterling.

In 1771 they rebuilt their old ruinous fort, in a pentagonal form, and the coll of the new one was com-
puted to be /8o,540, about 7322I. fterling. The eftabliHiment here confided, in j 776-1777, of one
hundred and fifteen Europeans, viz. fix in their civil fervicc, one clergyman, two furgeons, fixty-one fea-

men and marines, twenty-nine foldiers, and fixtcen mechanics. Tr.
* Decima is fituated in forty-two degrees north latitude. The voyage from Batavia to Japan generally

lafls about thirty days. The navigation is very dangerous, and the Dutch have, for the lalt iiundred years,

loll one out of every five fhips that go thither. For an account of the exceffive jealoufy and fufpicion of
the Japanefe, and their treatment both of the Dutch and of the Chinefe, as well as of numerous other parti-

culars relative to Japan, and before little known in Europe, the reader cannot be better referred than to the

ample and curious relations to be found in the third and fourth volumes of Dr. Thunbcrg's Travels. Tr.
-j- The Company have only about ten or twelve of their fcrvants rcfident in Japan. T'he charges

amounted, in 1779, toy.96,356; the greatell part whereof confills, as above, of preients to the Emperor,
and the expences of the journey undertaken yearly to Jedo, for the offering of them : on the other hand,

the profits arifing from the fale of goods wercy". lc6.6o2, leaving a furplus of full y.io.cor, or nearly

loool. flerling ; fo that nothing remains to be deduiled from the profits on the returns (for which fee the

next note) but the cxpencts of the fhips fent, and the calculated lois, as before mentioned, of one vcftel

in five. Tr.

\ The two fhips which go yearly to Japan, ufually take the value of /.jbo.ooo, about 45,450]. in

fugar, fapan-wood, elephants' teeth, tortoife-fhell, camphor, tin, lead, quickfilver, chintzes, cottons, Dutch
woollens, vermillion, wax, cloves, nutmej;s, pepper, China root, and lome filver in ducatoons. Their

returns confill, for the greatell part, in Jiipan copper, which is in fmall bars of about fix inches long, and
about one third of a pound in weight ; of thefe tliey receive eight or nine thoufand boxes, each containing

one hundred and twenty-five pounds, which they payat the rate ofy. 3 I per box, and difpole ot it in Bengal,

athurat, and on the coalls of Coromandcl and Malabar, tor/go, andy.pi : they likewifc take about fifty

thoufand pounds of Japan camphor, two- fifths of which is retailed in India, and the rell comes to Europe ;

and alfo a trifling amount in foy, china, lacquered ware, and large lilk niglit-gown-s. The private trade of

the Dutch officers and (hips' crews to Japan is alfo very confiderable, as well as profitable ; they carry out

camphor, China root, faffron, Venice treacle, Spanifh liquorice, rattans, fpiClacles, looking-glailcs, watches,

manufafturcd glafs., and uiu'corns' horns (the horn of the monodon monocfrot) I and receive in return foy,

lilks, filk night-gowns, china, lacquered ware, fans, and fine rice. Trj

4 tt>
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to take in water, uithout touching at Batavia. The time when they fet fail from
Batavia for China is generally about the beginning of July *.

The Company ufed formerly to trade to Cochin-China, Tonquin, Siam, Pegu,

Aracan, Periia, and Mocha ; but they have now abandoned all commerce with thefe

places. Their connections are, at prefent, limited to thofe I have before fhortly no-

ticed : and among thefe there are feveral which, in my opinion, are more prejudicial

than advantageous to the Company, efpecially thofe in the weft of India ; which mull

be afcribed to a change of times, and of circumftances.

When the Company eftabliflied their commerce in thofe parts, their rivals were

very inconfiderable ; the Englifh were not a match for them, and the Indian Princes

traded rather with the Dutch than with their neighbours. But this is now entirely

altered.

The Englifli, who did not then come into any confideration, are now as ftrong, and

perhaps ftronger, in the weft of India, than the Dutch Company are in the eaft. They
have prefcribcd laws to the Emperor of Indoftan, and are, in confequence, mafters of

the whole trade of his dominions, efpecially at Surat and in Bengal, where the Com-
pany ufed to make important profits, both by the goods which they imported, and thofe

which they exported.

If the fea-rilk, the fliips' charges, and the intereft of the money employed, were
accurately computed, their prefent gains would, perhaps, be found to be extremely

trifling.

* The Dutch faiflory at Cantor- Is not, like all their other fettlements and places of trade in India,

fubordinate to the government at Batavia, but hns, for upwards of forty years, been under the manage-
ment of a fpecial committee of directors in Holland

; yet everything relative to it, is communicated to

and tranfafted in concert with the government at Batavia. The cargoes of the four or five (hips which the

Dutch fend annually to China amount in value to /.2,400,000, or y.:, 500. ceo, about 225,000! fleiling,

one half of which corfifts in filver, either in bars or Spani(h dollars, and the other half in tin, lead,

pepper, cloves, and nutmegs, upon which articles a profit of at haft f.60o,ccc, about fio.cool. fterling is

made. For the above capital the Company's agents purchafe between four and five million pounds of

tea, of all fortf, and a quantity of filks, nankeens, china, turmeric, &c. We fubjoin a lift of the quantities

of tea exported in Dutch fliips from China, for the twenty years between 1776 and 1795 :

Years.
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Not only the EngliHi but almofl all the naval powers of Europe have, at prefont,

Ihips trading to the Indies, and cftablilhments of more or lefs conl'equence in the

weftern parts.

The trade in piece-goods which, in former times, produced fuch confiderable benefit

to the Company, is now alraofl entirely in the hands ot the Englifli ; at leaft they are

very detrimental to the portion of it that ftill remains with us, by their competition

for purchafes.

I fhall not fay any thing of the honefly and fidelity of the Company's chiefs at their

out-faftories, that is out of the line I propofe following ; when I was in Bengal, I had

an opportunity of obferving fome inflanccs, not very confonant with the above virtues
j

and it is not many years ago that the Company had proofs of the like, in the government

of the Coromandel coalt.

On the other hand, the number of officers, and their appointments, remain the

fame ; and a numerous body of ufelefs placemen, and too many military, are maintained

by the Company.
If the trade in Bengal, at Surat, and on the coaO: of Coromandel were reduced to

the fame regulations as that of China and Japan ; and if, inftead of expenfive fortifica-

tions, trading-houfes, or fadtories, were only retained, the profits which are aftually

made, would remain, and the prefent charges would be amazingly diminifhed. It can-

not, in my opinion, be of any real advantage to the Company, that they pretend to

appear as a fovereign ftate, where they have not an exclufive trade, and where they

cannot interdid the trade of every other nation. At Ceylon, Java, and the other

iflands in the eaftern parts, where they have the territorial property, and the fovereign

power, it is neceflary both to difplay and to maintain their dominion ; for there they

can, and juftly, difpute the right of all others, whether authorized traders or inter-

lopers ; but it is money thrown away to pretend to make a fhew of fovereignty at the

before-mentioned places, for it augments neither their commerce nor their refources.

The goods which they carry thither, and which cannot be furnifhed by any other

nation, the Dutch being the fole dealers in them, fuch as the finer fpices, and Japan

copper, are of a nature which renders them indifpenfable in the weft of India. Their

fhips loaden with thefe articles, would be, with pleafure, fucceflively received, and

they would fpeedily and gladly be bartered for cargoes of other commodities.

Moreover, there would be the advantage, that the conductors, having to fuperintend a

lefs extenfive concern, would the better be enabled to difcover and reform all errors and

abufes : whereas the extent of the objeft under their controul aflbrds, at prefent,

innumerable openings for mifconduft and miftakes, which undermine the whole

fupcrftrudure.

The Englilh have not only been very prejudicial to the trade of the Company in the

weft of India, but have alfo endeavoured, if not to fupplant them in the entire poffef-

fion of Ceylon, at leaft to participate in the advantages of that rich ifland.

At the time of the laft war in Ceylon, when the Company had blocked up all the

harbours with their ftiips, and the Emperor was nearly reduced to be beficgcd in his

capital, the Englilh fent an ambaflador from Madras to the Emperor, with an offer of

affiftance to expel the Dutch from his dominions, for which purpofe they would pro-

vide a large number of ftiips. But their own pertinacity was the rcafon that the alli-

ance was not formed in time ; for the ambaflador would not comply with the oriental

cuftom of addrefs, which is efpecially prevalent in Ceylon, and to which the Dutch

were ufed to conform ; that is, he refufcd to proftrate himfclf upon the ground, or fail

upon his knees, when he was firft introduced into the prcfcnce of the Emperor.

VOL. XI. i; E Several
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Several weeks thus elapfed before he had an audience ; and in the mean time, matters

had taken a ftill more decided afpe(5t in our favour, fo that the clandefline attempts of

our fecret enemies were, in this inftance, fruftrated.

I was exceedingly furprized when I faw at Baiavia, that, although the trade in piece-

goods, and in opium, was prohibited to private individuals of our own nation, the Englifh

were not only allowed to bring whole cargoes to Baiavia, and to difpofe of them there,

but were facilitated in every refpedl in the difpofal. Thefe indulgences were not

confined to the above, but were extended to all forts of commodities, both Indian and

European, to the great detriment of our own fliips' oflicers and crews, who were not

allowed to import their wares ; and they who did bring fome privileged goods were

forced to fell them at a lofs, on account of the glut occafioned by the quantities im-

ported by the Englifli. The exportation of fugar too was likcwife prohibited to our own
people, but the Englifh were furnilhed with as much as they allied for, out of the Com-
pany's warehoufes. Their fliips, upon paying for the work done, were allowed to be

repaired by the Company's fervants at the illand Onruft. In Auguft 1769 I faw eight

Englifli (hips, lying at that ifland, and three more in the roads of Batavia. In the fol-

lowing year, however, the government feemed, in fome meafure, to have a different

opinion ; for they then reftrifted the Englifli to the taking in of water and wood,

which every one hoped might be of long continuance.

The Company have another objeft of expence, fince the year 1742, which did not

perhaps then appear in fo detrimental a light as at prefent. I mean the premiums

which are given to the fliips' crews returning home, and which were allowed as an

indemnification for the articles of trade, which, before that time, they were permitted

to bring home with them from India ; but this was fo much abufed, that the Com-
pany's fhips were crammed with the private property of the crews, in fo far that now
and then a fhip was loft in confequence of being too deeply loaden.

In how far, by putting a ftop to this private trade, fuch accidents have in reality

been prevented, may be beft feen by comparing the number of the fhips loft for thirty-

years before the year 1742, with thofe loft fince. For my own part, I believe, that

very little difference would be found. It is of courfe, that the veffels loft in Table

Bay, or other roads, which cannot be attributed to overloading, muft not be taken

into the account. The Company have already expended the fum of eighteen millions

of gilders in thefe premiums, as will appear from the rough calculation fubjoined, in

which I have taken rather too little than too much.

The premiums for every fhip returning home (eftimating the crews, one with an-

other, at one hundred and twenty hands for each fhip) amount to full /. 18,000, as

follows

:

I Captain receives for premium - - f.2coo

I Captain's mate - - - 500
1 Second mate ... 400
1 Surgeon - - - 400
2 Other mates, /.300 each - - 600

1 Chaplain - - - 300
20 Under officers, one with another /.200 each 4000

24 Seamen, earning upwards of /.lo, monthly

wages, y. 150 each - - - 3600
66 Ditto, and boys, under/. 10, /. 100 each - 6600

117 Men /.1 8,400

3 Suppofed
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117 Brought forward - - /. 18,400

3 Suppofed to have died on the other fide of the

Cape of Good Hope, who receive nothing

120 Men

So that every fhip's crew receive for premiums /. 18,400

Which, however, in order to make a round fum, I

only take at - - - /. 18,000
And computing that fince the year 1742, twenty-five

fliips have annually returned from India, confider-

ing one year with anotb.cr, the whole amount in

premiums for one year is - - /.45o,ooo

Since the navigation has been put upon th"s footing,
"""

that is, from 1742 to i77i> twenty-nine years

have elapfed ; fo that during that period the Com-
pany have paid premiums to the amount of _/". 13,050,000

The intereit of this capital for twenty-feven years,

at three percent, per annum, which is annually

augmented by/.i3,5oo, amounts to* /.5, 103,000
So that the Company have loft a fum, for which they

have no adequate benefit, of - jfCi 8, 153,000

May rot the decay of Batavia, whofe chief fupport is the free trade of its inhabitants,

be in fome meafure likev/ife afcribed to this caufe ? People well worthy of credit, who
have lived for forty years and more at Batavia, have aflured me that there is an incon-

ceivable difference between the aftual ftate of the city, with refpeft to trade, and its

flourifhing fituation before the year 1740. Free inhabitants, who had never been in the

fervice of the Company, ufed then to return to Europe loadcn with riches, very fe\^^

inftances of which occur at prefent. Here in Holland, we may in confequence plainly

perceive, that there is little chance of making money at prefent at Batavia by private

trade, and it is well known that it grows worfe from day to day.

It is true, that the Company at home are unable to reform all the abufes which
have crept in from time to time in fuch an extent of territory, as they poflefs in the

Indies ; but they are too well acquainted with the aclual ftate of Batavia ; and the

profperity or decay of that city, which is the centre, and as it were the pivot of ail

their poffefiions, is of too great and real importance to their intercfts, than that they

ought not to endeavour to raife it out of that languid ftate into which it is progreilively

falling.

Another thing which is a great drawback upon the profperity of Batavia, is the

unhealthinefs which has been perceived there for feveral years back. The moft pro-

bable caufe hereof may be fought in the great increafe of the mud-banks along the

fea-coaft ; the water only juft covers them ; or they are flooded by the tide, which,

when it recedes, leaves a thick flime behind it, together with a great deal of animal
t

• Iiirtcad of fimple intercft, at tlircc per cent, per annum, for twenty-feven years, we (hould take com-

pound iiiteieif, at the liinie rate, for twc\ity-ni!ic years, wln'ch woiil.! .Tmmin; to/. .7,516,500, and the

wliulc fum loH to the Company, during that period, by this regublioii, would be/. 20,306,500 or

about 1,8:1,500!. Tr. 1

X k. 2 matter.
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matter, thrown up by the fea, various kinds of blubber, and other marine produ£tions,

which immediately putrify by the burning heat, and contaminate the air, uniting with

the noxious exhalations ot the fwamps and moraffes near the town. The opinion that

the unhealthinefs of the place may be chiefly attributed to this caufe, feenis to be cor-

roborated by the circumllance, that the ravages of ficknefs and death are much
lefs in the upper parts of the city, which lie the farthefl from the fea, than in and
near the caftle, which is clofe to the mud-banks and fwamps. The mud thus thrown
up already reaches, on the eafl fide of the river, more than two thoufand feet out from
the dry ground.

I have already faid fomething of the province of Jaccatra ; namely, that it is a

pofleflion of the Company, fubdued by their arms, whofc natives are their immediate

fubjedts, governed by the council of India, and more particularly under the eye of the

governor-general.

A perlon is appointed by the governor, under the title of commiflary of inland af-

fairs, who reprefents the fovereign in the interior of the country.

He adjufts all differences which arife between the native grandees, with the pre-

knowledge of the governor-general, and exaQs all penalties and fines which are laid

upon them, the greatefl part of the profits by which accrue to him. He is feared and
refpefted like a prince in the interior parts, as the happinefs of every individual, is

almoft entirely in his power.

The regents, who are his coadjutors in the adminillration of the land, are taken

from among the natives. The firfl in rank, are the adapatis, to whom the govern-

ment of a large diftrict is entrufled. Then follow the tommagongs who are, however,

much lower in rank, having the diredion over a proportionate fmaller extent of coun-

try ; although each of them ftands alone in his local jurifdiftion. Thefe have inghe-

bees under them, who are as much as lieutenants, and before whom difputes of little

importance between the inhabitants of their diftrids are fettled
;

yet the parties may
appeal to the commiflary.

It is only when very important matters occur, in which the Company have a parti-

cular interefl:, that they are brought to the cognizance of the government at Batavia,

and fettled by them ; but this does not often happen.

The commiiTary, who refides without the city, has a guard of natives every night at

his houfe, and twenty or twenty-four armed attendants, who are Javanefe, and (land

jready to execute his commands ; all being in the pay of the Company.
The chief produdions yielded by this province, are fugar, coffee, indigo, and cotton-

yarn. The revenues which the Company draw from it, amount annually to full one

million of gilders.

The original letters which are written by the council of India to the Indian Princes,

are compofed in the Dutch language, and figned by the governor-general, and by the

fecretary, in the name of the government ; but tranflations are always added, in the

Malay, Javanefe, or whatever other language be that of the Prince to whom the letter

is addreffed. For this purpofe, there are feveral tranflators at Batavia, who are well

paid, and have the rank of merchants.

The letters, which are fent by the Indian Princes to the government, are written

upon gold or filver flowered paper *, and are brought to the council with much
ceremony.

The

* In the eaftern parts of India, paper is prepared from the bark of trees : at Ceylon^ and on the adja-

cent continen-, the leaves of the boraffus palm tree (borallus flabelliformia), and foraelimes of the talpat

tree
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The letter which the Emperor of Candy fent to the government at Batavia, after

ihe conclufion of peace, containing the full powers of his embafladors to negotiate
concerning certain matters, which could not be adjufteJ at Ceylon, was written upon
a leaf of beaten gold, in the fhape of a cocoa-leaf; the letters were engraved upon it

with a fteel pen, in a mofl curious manner. This leaf was rolled up, and inferted in

a cylindrical cafe of gold, which was wound all round with a row of pearls, flrung
upon gold thread. This cafe was in a box of maily gold, and this again in one of
filver, which was fcaled with the emperor's great feal, imprcflcd in red wax. The
filver box was inclofed in one of ivory, which was put in a bag of rich cloth of gold

;

and finally, a bag of fine white linen, fealed up with the emperor's lelTer fignet, en-

circled the whole.

When thefe einbafladors had their audience of the council of India, they were re-

ceived with extraordinary honour ; all the members of the aflembly (landing up, both
when they came in and when they went out, though without uncovering their heads.
When the embaffadors left Batavia, they were each prefented with a gold chain by the
council.

All goods which are carried into or out of Batavia are fubjecl to duties, which are
levied at the bar, at the entrance of the city. Thefe, as well as the other taxes and
imports, are annually farmed out, generally to Chinefe. The whole of them amount
together upon an average, to 32,000 rix-doUars, or f.y6,Soo per month, making
y.92 1,600 per annum*.

Of the feveral iflands which lie before Batavia f, there are no more than four which
are made any ufe of by the Company, and of thefe that of Onruft is the principal. This
ifland lies about three leagues north-well from Batavia ; it is nearly round ; it rifes

fix or eight feet above the furface of the water, and is of fmall extent, being about

four thoufand eight hundred feet in circumference. In the centre of the ifland, and
within a fort, confiding of four baftions and three curtains, fland the warehoufes and
other buildings. On thefe fortifications, and on three fmall out-works which are con-

ftrufted at the water's edge, the walls of all which are whitened with lime, are mounted
fixteen pieces of cannon, of various fizes

J.

la

tree (licuala fpinofa), are ufed inftead of paper. The leaves of both thefe palm trees, lie in folds like a

fan, and tlie fllph Hand in ntcd of no further preparation, than mtrely to be feparated, and cut fmooth
with a knife. Their mode of writing upon them conliUs in engraving the letters with a fine pointed lleel

;

and in order that the characters may be the better fccn and read, they rub them over sviili charcoal, or

fome other black fiibllance. The iron point made life of for a pen is either fct in a brafs handle, and car-

ried about in a wooden Cdfe, of about fijc inches in length, or tU'c it is formed entirely of iron; and to.

gethcr with the blade of a knife, dtrfigncd for the purpofe of ciitt-'ng the leaves, and making them fmooth,

fct in a kniff iiandle, common to them both, and into which it (huts up. When a fingle flip is not futTi-

cient, feveral are bound togetlicr by means of a hole mjde at one end, and a thread on which they are

ftrung. If a book be to be made, they look out piincipally for broad and handfome flips of talpat leaves,

upon which thry engrave tlic charafters very elegantly and accurately with the addition of various figures,

by way of ornament. All the flips have then two holes made in ihcm,and are llrung upon a filken cord, .-nJ

covered with two ihln lacquered boards I5y means of the cords, the leaves are held even together, and by
being drawn out when they are wanted to be ufed, they may be feparated from each other at pleafure. Tr..

• About Jij.Hocl llerling. Tr.

f They are in all fifteen m number, and have the following names given to them : Onrull, de Kuipcr,

Purmerend. Engcls Onrull, Rolterd.im, Schiedam, Mlddltburgh, Amllerdam, Horn, Harlem, Edam,
Enkhui/.iu. Alkmaar, Leyden, and Vadir ismit. The two firll are the innermoil, aiid arc fronting and
within fight of the city. Tr.

J
" Tlie lortificd island of Oiirutl," fays Captain Parish, " is wtU fitnatcd to command the channel

that affuida the principal pifi'agc into the load. The work upon that iflaud was uf a pentagonal form ;
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In the year 1730, under the government of the governof- general Durven, a fmall

church with a fteeple was erefted here ; where fervice is performed on Sundays by a

clergyman, who comes hither from Batavia, for that purpofe, every week.

The Company have here ten or twelve large vvarehoufes, which are almofl always

quite full of goods : pepper, japan copper, faltpetre, tin, callatour-wood, fapan-wood,

&c. They are under the diredion of two adminiltrators, who, as we have before men-
tioned, have very lucrative places.

On the north fide of the ifland ftand two faw-mills ; and on the fouth fide there is a

long pier-head, on which are three large wooden cranes erefted for the purpofe of

fixing niafts in Ihips, or unftepping them. Three fliips can lie here behind each other,

alongfide of the pier, in deep water, to be repaired, or to receive or diicharge their

cargoes. There is another pier a little more to the weftvvard, called the Japan pier,

where one more fliip can lie to load or unlojid.

There is twenty and more feet water againft the piers, and it rifes and falls about

five feet once in four-and-twenty hours. All the Company's fliips that require it are

hove down at the wharfs along the piers, and receive every necelTary reparation with

eafe and difpatch*.

The government of the ifland, and the diredlion over the repairs of fliips which

take place here, is entrufl;ed to a niaflier carpenter, who has the management of every

thing, except what relates to the departments of the adminiftrators of the warehoufes.

His office is efl;eemed a very profitable one, and he has the rank of fenior merchant.

Though the ifland is but fmall, the number of people dwelling upon it is fuppofed

to be near three thoufand, among whom there are three hundred European work-

men.
About fixteen hundred feet from Onrufl:, is the ifland de Kuiper, or Cooper's Ifle,

which is one-third lefs in fize than the former. I'he Company have feveral ware-

houfes upon it, in which coflr'ee is chiefly laid up. There are two pier-heads, where

veflels may load and difcharge, at its louih-fide. There are feveral large tamarind

trees interfperfed over the ifland, which aflbrd an agreeable fliade. The workmen
who are employed here in the day-time are fetched away at night to Onrufl;, and only-

two men remain behind as a watch, together with a number of dogs, who are remark-

ably fierce, fo that no one dares to fet his foot on the ifland at night.

To the eaftvvard of Onrufl, and at twice the diftance of Cooper's Ifle, is the ifland

Purmerend, which is half as large again as Onrufl. It is planted with fliady trees ;

and in the centre is a buildmg which ferves for a hofpital, or lazaretto, for perfons

afllifted with the leprofy, or other incurable difeafes, who are fent thither from Batavia.

It is fupported by the alms of both Europeans and Javanefe, but the latter contribute

the largefl; fliare.

its baftions were fmall and low, not more than twelve feet tlie higheft ; and not always connected by cur-

tains. A few batteries were lately conltrudlcd on the outfide of this work, that bore towards the fea.

On thtfe, and on the baliions, about forty guns were mounted, in different dirtftions. South of this, was
anothtr iiland" (this mull be that tailed de Kuiper) " at the dil^ance of a few hundred yards, on whicb
two batteries, mounting together twelve gutis, had been lately erected." This account dates in 17931
and proves that the Dutch have become feiifible of what is alleged in this work, page 25J, that the forti-

ficatiuns at the mouth of the river are infufTicieiit to proteft the road. Tr.
* " It would be iujullice," fays Captain Cook, " to the officers and workmen of this yard, not to de-

clare, that, in my opinion, there is not a marine-yard in the world, where a ship can be laid down with

more convenience, fafcty, and difpatch, nor repaired with mure diligence and &i;i." Tk.
The
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The ifland of Edam lies about three leagues north-north-ead from Batavia. It Is

about half an hour's walk in circumference. It is very woody, ind has abundance of
' large and ancient trees. Among them is one, the trunk of which is fo large that

twenty men wilh their arms extended are not enough to encompafs it ; its outward
branches flioot downwards, and taking root, as foon as they reach the earth, grow up
again into trees"; I faw fome of them that were already two feet thick ; it is efteemed

holy by the Javanefe, and is much venerated by them*. The Company have fome
warehoufcs on this ifland for fait ; but the chief ufe they make of it, is as a place of
exile for criminals, who are employed in making of cordage j and over whom a Ihip's

captain is placed as commandant.

* This is the banian-tree, ficua indica, or Indian fig-tree. Tr.
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ACCOUNT OF CELEBES, AMBOYNA, &c.

FROM THE FOrJGES OF STAFORINUS.

IN order to throw more light upon the affairs of Macafler, it is neceflary to become
acquainted with the principal kingdoms and ftates of Celebes, and to have a (ketch

of their hiftory down to the prefent time. A manufcript on this fubjeft has fallen into

my hands, which Mr. Blok, formerly governor of Macafler, compoled from authentic

records, and continued down to his time, that is, till 1759 : in order, however, not to

repeat too much of what Valentyn may already have written, whofe account of Ma-
cafler I have not by me, I fliall only ftate the molt prominent parts of the hiftory of

Celebes fince the beginning of the prefent century.

CHAPTER I.

—

Account of the Kingdm of Macaffer.— Their ancient Traditions.—
Sketch of their Hiftory.— Oath of Fidelity to the Company taken by the Kings of Boni

and of Goach. — Conjlitution of Goach. — Laivs. — Religion.— Former Profpcrity of

the Macaffers,— Kingdom of Tello.— Of Sandrabony.

THE empire or kingdom of Macaffer. which, before the conqueft of it by the

Dutch, was fo clofely united with thofe of Tello and Sandrabony, that it made, as it

were, but one ftate, extended along the fea-coaft, from Boeleboele, in the bay of Boni,

to the point of Laffem (called Laffja, in our maps), and thence weftward to the point

of Touratti, or Tanakeke, and alo.ig the weft coaft northward, to Tanette, or Aga-

nondje, and reached inland as far as Boni and Soping, through the whole of which

the original language of the Macaff.-rs then prevailed.

The Kings of Goach and Tello are both called Kings of Macaffer, although

each is a feparate ftate, taking their names from their refpedive capitals, Goach and

Tello.

The ancient fabulous traditions of Macaffer, according to a manufcript, tranflated

out of their language, of which I had the perufal, make mention of four Kings, be-

fore the coming of Toemanoerong, which fignihes one defcended from heaven.

It happened, as thefe traditions relate, at a certain time, after the death of thefe

four Kings, that a beautiful woman, adorned with a chain of gold, defcended from
heaven, and was acknowledged by the Macaffers for their Oueen, under the aforefaid

denomination of Toemanoerong.

Upon hearing the report of the appearance upon earth of this celeftial beauty, the

king of Bantam went thither and fought her hand in marriage, though he had before

wedded a princcfs of Bontain. His fuit was granted, and a fon was begotten in this

marriage, of whom Tormanoerong was two or three years pregnant, fo that the child

could both walk and talk immediately after he was born ; but he was very much dif-

torted in fliape. His name was Toema-Salingaberieng. When he was grown up, he

4 broke
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broke the chain of gold, which his mother had brought with her from heaven, in two
pieces, after which, flic, together with her hufband and his brother, vaniflied in a mo-
ment, taking with her the one half of the chain, and leaving the other and the empire
to her fon. This chain, which the Macaflers fomctinies fay is heavy, fometinies light,

at one time dark coloured, and at another bright, was ever afterwards one of the

principal regalia of the Kings of Goach, till in the revolution of Grain Bontalancas, it

was lofl:, as I was informed, together with feveral other regal infignia.

The nianufcript I alluded to, traces the origin of the Princes of Goach from this

fon of Toemanoerong, who, together with his three fucceflbrs, it is added, did not die,

but vaniflied in the fame manner as their parents ; and the eighteenth King after him
began his reign under the name of Paducca Siri Sultan Shah Badin Ifmael.

Although this King did not long occupy the throne, he waged a furious war againft

the King ot Boni, who was reinforced by the arms of the Company.
He was depofed by the nine efliates of the country of Goach, and they elected in

his ftead the King of Telle, who was called Mappa Orangie, but, as King of Goach, he
took the name of Paducca Siri Sultan Sira Joudeen.

In the year 17 18, the Macafler Prince, and afterwards famous rebel Caraing, or

Grain Bontalancas, fled from Goach, having killed a daughter of the former Kino-,

and fought an afylum among the Dutch, living under the Company's protection, in

the campon Baro. lie afterwards went from here to Sumbawa, and alii (ted in the war
which raged between the Sumbawers and Baliers, in which the King of the former
was killed. He wedded the daughter of this Prince, who was afterwards Queen of

Sumbawa, and whofe mother, marrying with the King of Goach, perfuaded her

daughter to be divorced from Grain Bontalancas, and to marry a Prince of Sum-
bawa.

In the year 1724, the King, Sira Joudeen, gave up entirely to his fon the kingdom
of Tello, and taking upon himfelf the fole adininifl:ration of that of Goach, foon gave

fo much umbrage to the Macafler Princes, and cfpccially to Bontalancas, that the latter,

who was become both furious and defperatc, from his forcible feparation from his

wife, formed a refolution of taking ample revenge upon the King. In order to com-
pafs this purpbfe, he procured, not only feveral of the difcontented Macafler Princes,

but likewife many Bouginefe of high rank, to take part in his confpiracy ; and he

afterwards entered into the moft folemn engagement with the famous pirate Aroe Soen-

kang, and his Captain Touaifa, to dethrone the Kings of Goach and Boni, and wholly

to expel the Dutch from Celebes.

Accordingly he kindled the flames of war, in the year 1734, in Bontain, whence

they foon fpread far and wide. In the beginning of the war, Bontalancas gained many
advantages, and made fo much impreflion upon the King of Goach, that on the 5th

of November 1735, he fled from Goach to Tello; upon which the Macaflt-r eflates

immediately elected his grandfon, furnamed Malawangefe Abdul Haerman Shoer,

twentieth King of Goach. But he likewife was forced to yield to the arms of the re-

bels, and abandon his capital, which was immediately taken pofll-flion ot by Grain

Bontalancas ; while the King, together with a confiderable number of Macalfers, fled

as far as Fort Rotterdam, where in the year 1739, he put himfelf under the protection

of the Company.
Grain Bontalancas, being mafter of the country of Wadjo, and of part of the king-

dom of Boni, came down a fliort time before to the northern provinces of the Com-
pany, and caufed himfelf to be infl:alled King of Goach.

VOL. XI. t' f Soon
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'' Soon afterwards, he fummoned Fort Rotterdam in the name of the three united

empires of Boni, Goach, and Wadjo. But the governor not being fpeedy enough
in his determination, the whole force of Goach and Wadjo foon appeared upon the

plain before the fort. The garrilon, reinforced by a body of Bouginefe, who were
attached to the Company, and by the Company's fubjects, marched againfl the enemy
the fame day, being the t6th of May 1739, and falling upon them with great fury,

foon put them to flight, and throwing up a battery of fixteen pieces of cannon, where

a good number of them took port, they returned in triumph to the fort.

The enemy, on the other hand, intrenched themfelves againfl: us, and daily fkir-

mifhes took place, till on the 14th of July, when the country being fufficiently dry,

that the artillery could be tranfported, the garrifon made another fally, and being

joined by their Bouginefe allies, and other auxiliaries, together with the Company's
fubjects and the Macafler refugees before-mentioned, they fell upon the enemy early

in the morning of the 1 7th of July, by furprize, and after an obftinate refifl;ance, and

a bloody battle, which lalted till four o'clock in the afternoon, they gained a complete

victory.

This viftory was of the greater importance, as by it the treacherous hopes of the

Macafler refugees were fruflirated ; for though they had joined our troops, they were
almofl: all inclined to the rebel party, and had concerted with their chief, that, as foon

as the balance turned the leaft in his favour, they would join him, and turn themfelves

againfl us.

Three days after this, when the rebels again tried their chance, they were beat anew,

and put to flight by our troops, leaving behind them many dead and wounded. Grain

Bontalancas, who had thrown himfelf into Goach with all his troops, was himfelf

wounded. Our men purfued them hotly, and at three o'clock in the afternoon they

came before the town, and immediately threw up fome batteries, which were ready in

the evening, and played with fo much effeO. during the night, that at four o'clock the

next morning our commander in chief. Admiral Smout, received intelligence that the

enemy had abandoned the town, and had fled to the mountains ; by which the war, on
this fide of Celebes, was put an end to. The regalia of Goach were immediately col-

lefted, and, together with the kingdom of MacaflTer, were refliored to the monarch
who had lafl: fled from Goach, Abdul Haerman Shoer, and to the regent of the

empire.

Mofl: of the adherents of Grain Bontalancas then came in, and fubmifllvely entreated

for pardon. Among them, was a man of upwards of a hundred years of age, Grain

Alamanpang, a younger brother of Grain Pomliaan, who had been a fugitive of the

former century. On furrendering his kris, he fpoke as follows :

*' I have beheld this city of Goach in its proudefl: lufl:re, when it ruled over the

v/hole ifland of Celebes ; I afterwards was a witnefs to its firfl: humiliation, when we
were fubdued by the Company ; it was then thought its fame and honour were greatly

tarniflied, yet it was ftill populous and refpected ; but now I look around me, and be-

hold nought but ruins and diflionour. I furrendered my kris the firfl: time at Sam-
boepo, once more at Sourabaya, and now here, for the third time, to the conquering

arms of the Company ; leave to an old man now the only confolation that remains—to

die in peace."

He received a free pardon, and his kris was refl:orcd to him.

A fliort time afterwards, intelligence was received that Grain Bontalancas had died

of his wounds.

King
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King Abdul Haerman Shoer dying on the 27th of July 1742, in the feventeenth

year of his age, his brother, Mappa Babafla, a child of eight years old, was chofen

fucccflbr to the crown of Goach, under the giiardianfliip of the regent Grain Madjen-
nang. Nothing material occurred during his reign. He died on the 2 ifl: of December,

1753, and was fucceeded by his fon Amas Madina, furnamed Pattema Tharie, whq
was the twenty-fecond king of Goach, and in the year 1758, was re-named Ba'.tara

Goach, by the regent, who was, at tlie fame time, his grandfather.

Thus far the manufcript of Mi-. Blok. What follows, was related to me at

Macafler.

After the death of his grandfather, the regency fell into the hands of the uncle of

king Battara. This man, urged by the ambition of enjoying the crown himfelf,

caufed fo much vexation to his nephew and fovereign, that the latter abandoned his

kingdom and Celebes, and fled to the weftward, no one knew whither.

But the regent, feeing that matters were not yet fufficiently ripe, nor the nobles of

Goach properly prepared to admit of his ufurping the crown himfelf, contrived that

a younger brother of the King Ihould be exalted to the throne ; whofe life, however,

he equally found means to embitter fo much, that he alfo quitted his dignity and

country in defpair *. Upon this, the artful regent was confecrated King, and he took

upon himfelf at the fame time the office of regent, or prime minifter, in order to

avoid another's playing the fame part which he had acted before.

This Prince was on the throne in the year 177 "5, when I was there. He was dc-

fcribed to me as a very wife monarch, who dillributed impartial juflice to his fubjects,

and kept a watchful eye over all the foreign relations of his country ; efpecially over

the kingdom of Boni, for which, in common with all the other Kings of Goach, he

entertained the mofl inveterate hatred ; for its prefent profperity and power were

founded upon the decline and ruin of Macafler. An equally deep-rooted mutual hate

exifls at Boni, where they leave nothing untried, by means of their more Uriel: con-

nexions with the Company, to humble the power of Macafler, and render its fidelity

fufpected.

An inflance hereof occurred in the year 1770, upon the arrival of the prefent go-

vernor of Macafler, Mr. Van der Voort. The King of Boni, having received informa-

tion that a new governor s\as expefted from Batavia, caufed an intimation to be con-

veyed to the King of Goach, by a third or fourth hand, that one of the fugitive

Princes was coming over with the governor, who was to be reilored to the throne of his

ancen:ors, while the ufurper would be taken prifoner, and fent into baniflmicnt.
_
In

order to efl'ccl the latter purpofe, it was allcdgcd, that the opportunity would be availed

of, when the King of Goach, according to ancient cuftom, came to renew the oath of

fidelity to the Company, upon the acceflion of a new governor f.

This

• Tt v,-as in t»ie year 17(57, that tlic king of Goacli, thinking hiir.fclf inlccurc on his throne, abandoned

hh kingdom, and fled to Binia, where he wa-. overtaken and fent to Batavia. lie was a weak and pulil-

lanimotis Prince, and prefeircd a petition to the Dutch governirer.t that lie might be exiled to Ceylon,

where he lived for many years, in the caftle of Colembo, receiving a monthly allowance of fifty rix-dollars

(about 130I. ilerh'ng per annum; from the Company. Huyfers befchryving dcr Oofl-Indifche Etablille-

meiiten, page 42. Tr.

t Tnc oath of fi'lillty, and alliance to the Company, I^ taken bv the Kings of Goach and of rfoni, with

the following ceremonies: The King, drefled in eh.ih of gold, and wealing the chain which the Company

have piefenttd to him, in token of alliance, and eveiy link of which rcprefents a flower made ot mally

old, with a medal pendant from it, with the initial letters of the united Eall-India Company engraved

pon it, prefeiits himfelf with his couitiers and lifeguards at the govcrnmcnthoiifc in 1-orl RoUcrdam,
(ipon

F . 2
Hi»
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This Prince, deceived hereby, came at the appointed time to Fort Rotterdam, not

with his ufual fuite, but accompanied by five or fix thoufand well-armed men, and
refufed to enter the walls of the fortrefs without thefe troops, faying, at the fame time,

the reafon why he came in this manner ; but when the Company's fervants pointed

out to him the groundlelTnefs of his fufpicions, and the evident falfity of his informa-

tion, he was prevailed upon to lay afide his diltruft, and every thing pafTed off without

further difficulty ; fo that the King of Boni was difappointed in his objedt. Yet the

King was fo fearful, and upon his guard, at the feaft which the governor gave that

day to the native Princes, that neither he nor his attendants would touch any wine, nor

any of the provifions which were fet before them.

I faw this Prince twice ; he is rather corpulent, grave in his appearance and conver-

fation, and attentive and referved in his manners.

The King of Goach is not an abfolute fovereign : he is fubjedl to the laws of the

land, and may not perform any important regal fundions without the concurrence and

approbation of the body of nobility. Crimes are punifhed according to laws, and not

by the arbitrary will of the monarch. His privy counfellors are called tomani lalangs.

Every negree, or townfhip, has a chief, called galarang : this rank Vvas inffituted by

the eighth King of Goach, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, perhaps at the

inftance of the Portuguefe, who firfl arrived at Celebes, and obtained a footing there

during the reign of that King, in the year 1512.

His fucceffor appointed and regulated meafures and weights for general ufe ; he fixed

prices upon the articles of trade ; he manufactured gunpowder, and firft mounted artillery

upon the walls of Goach. He afterwards not only allowed the Malays to fettle in his

ftates, but, together with other privileges, he granted them that of building a temple,

and openly profeffing the Mahomedan faith. This religion gained fo nmch ground
here, that the MacaiTers, by means of the Malays, difpatched an embaffy to Mecca,

to fetch a fladja, or prieft, from that place, for t^e purpofe of inftruding them in the

religion of the Arabian impoftor, which was at lafl univerfally eflablifhed throughout

the MacafTer empire, in the year 1603, under the thirteenth King, Sultan Allah Ou-
deen ; and three years afterwards they forced the people of Boni equally to fubfcribe

to the doftrines of the Koran.

The power of MacafTer was at its highefl: pitch about the middle of the lafl: century,

when its Princes no: only ruled over almofl the whole of Celebes, but had likewife

rendered Loma, Mandelly, Bima, Tambora, Dompo, and Sangar, tributary to them,

and had conquered Bouton, Bungay, Gapi, the Xulla iflands, and Sumbawa. They
moreover held the government of Saleyer, which had been given to MacafTer by Baab
UUach, King of Ternate ; they were in flrifl; alliance with the inhabitants of Bali, and
coined the lirft gold coins which were probably the gold mas, of the value of fixty

Dutch ftivers.

About that time alfo the alliance between Goach and Tello was renewed ; and thefe

two ffates were fo firmly united together, that it was a common faying, that there were
" two lords, but one people." By the articles of imion it was fettled, that all levies

His attendants firft dance their war-dance, with their krifTes and affagays. A chapter of the Koran, re-

lating to the taking of oaths, is then read to the King, in Arabian, to which he liftens with great atten-

tion and veneration. He then folds his hands, and lays them three times upon llie book, and afterwards

Uf)on his head. Next he takes his kris of ftate, and dipping the point of it in a filver horn of water, flirs

it about with it, and lets a few drops wliich remain upon the point fall upon his tongue ; by which the

oath is completed, in the molt fo'.emn manner. S.

4 and
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and contributions from conquered provinces, &c. fhould be divided into five parts,
two of which were to be given to Goach, and two to Tello, while the fifth fhould fall

to the fliare of the eldeft of the two Kings ; that the eldeft of the Kings fhould always
exercife the office of regent, or prime minifler, to his junior colleague ; that they
fhould both be equal in dignity ; and, laftly, that they fliould both enjoy the title of
Sambanco, fignifying as much as Emperor.
The empire of Macaffer has at prefent fo much declined, under the influence of the

powerful arms and the artful policy of the Company, that the King of Boni is now
much fuperior to Goach, both in extent of territory and number of fubjeds ; althouo-h,
in war, a Macaffer is better than three Bouginefe, on account of their martial charader
and undaunted courage, which, notwithfhnding all the adverfities which have fallen

upon them for a century pafl, have never been fubdued or diminiflied *.

It is worthy of remark, that the Kings of Macaffer have a new name given to them
after their death, and that their fucceffor mufl be nominated before their interment.
The kingdom of Tello was bounded, in the year 1667, to the north by the Coerces,

two iflands fituated a little to the fouthward of the river Maros, and to the fouth it

reached as far as Fort Rotterdam. The intimate conne£lion between this kingdom
and that of Goach has before been mentioned ; and both have, in confequence, partici-

pated in the fame changes of fortune.

The ninth King of Tello, Abdal Carie, died in January 1709, and was fuccecded by
his fon Mappa Orangie, who was elefted King of Goach in the year 1712, and ruled
over both kingdoms till the year 1724, when he gave up that of Tello to his fon Man
Radja, or Radja Mouden. To him fucceeded, according to the records of the Com-
pany, but in what year is not mentioned, his brother Mappa Enga, or Jappee Oeden ;

this Prince, known by the name of Crain Tello, was the grandfather, and regent of the

King of Goach, in the year 1759, and an inveterate enemy of the Company. After
his death, his daughter, the prefent reigning Queen, fucceeded to the crown.

The kingdom of Sandraboni, lying within the bounds of Macaffer, on the weflem
coafl of Celebes, between the Company's lands at Galiffong and Poelonbanheen, is fmall

in extent, yet independent of Goach. In the time of Toena Parie, King of Macaffer,

in the beginning of the fixteenth century, the Queen of Sandraboni entered in an alli-

ance with the Macaffers, its liberties and immunities remaining, however, unimpaired
;

and fince that time it has, as well as Tello, been fubjeded to the fame fortunes as

Goach.
Mappa Doelang, afterwards King of Goach, ruled over this fmall flate, at the time

of the war conduded by General Speelman, and, together with his nobles, accepted

and fwore to the engagements with the Company in 1667 and 1669. The Kings of

Sandraboni are mofUy related to the royal family of Goach.

The city fbnds a little inland, on the banks of a river, whence tlie kingdom derives

its name. It was built about the fame period as Samboupo and Tello. This is all

that I learnt refpeding it.

'

* In 1778, a finidiing ftroke was given to the indtpendcnce, and power of rcfiflance, of Goach ; the

reins of government were, at that time, on account of tlie nonage of the King, in the hands of his mother

Q^cen Radja Polakka, a woman ot an amliitioiis and intiigiiing difpofition, wlio, probably aiinjiig at ihc

total emancipation of her country from the yoke of tie Company, raifed a rebellion againll it, in which

her forct's tvcre ful)ducd, the city of Goach taken by afTault, its fortifications razed, and the government

new inodelkd, fo as to be euiirely conformable to the views of the conquerors. Tr,

CHAP.
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CHAP. IX. — Account of the Kingdom rf Botii.— Sketch of its Hijlory. — Their firjl
Kings. — Origin of their Enmitx to Goach.— Singulf.r Revolutions under Queen Bat'

tara Todja.— Piracies of Aroc Secnkang.— War ivith Wadjo.— Arone Tanete a
Cannibal. — Method of accufing and punijliing Criminals.— Story of a Duel between

i-ivo Princes, Grandfons of the reigning King. — Ci-uelty of the King towards the ObjeEt

of their Difagreement.

AT the time of the Boni contraft, that kingdom extended along the weftern fliore

of the gu'.ph, which is ftill called the Bay of Boni *'
, from the river Chinrana to the

river Salenico, a length of about twenty leagues ; inland it boriiered upon Soping,

Lamoere, Macafler, and Boeleboele. This kingdom was independent of and n "con-

nected with any other in very ancient times. Their traditions affirm, that their lirfl

King likewife defcended from heaven. When he came upon earth h.e had no name,
but was afterwards called Matta Salompo by the people, fignifying as much as, all-

feeing. He married a Princefs of Toro, who was equally of celeflial origin ; he had
by her one fon and five daughters, from whom all the fucceeding Kings of Boni are

defcended, and of whofe pofterlty, born from marriages with royal i'rinceffcs, fuch

only being, in every refpeft, entitled to the crown, according to Mr. Blok's account,

no other remained alive in 1759 than Aroe Palakka, the grandmoiir.-r of the then

reigning King of Goach. She was Hill living v,'hen I was at Macafler in 1775, and
governed as Queen of Tannetta.

This, their firfl monarch, inftituted the laws of the country, which are ftill ob-

ferved ; he made the royal ftandard, called Woror.g Porong, and appointed feven elec-

tors, under the denomination of Matoua Petoes. Thefe are hereditary in feven families,

though it has fometimes happened that two, and even three of them, have been of the

fame lineage. This high office defcends upon women as well as upon men. All matters

of importance, relating to the kingdom, muft be determined by them : their power, in

particular, extends over the election and depofition of the Kings, and the making of
peace and war j.

King

* Called Sevva by the natives, and Bugguefs, or Long Bay, by the Englifii. The following account
of it, given by Captain Foreft, from the information of a Bugguefs noquedah, or sea-captain, may not be
unacceptable :

" Haviiig pafled the ilrait between Celebes and Saleyer, called the Budgeroons, keep on
in a direftion north-eaft-by-north, about one hundred and thirty miles, and you will find near the weft

coall of the Sewa a fmall ifland called Baloonroo : it is vifible eight or ten leagues off, and has fome rocky
iflets at its eaft end. Farther on, about a day's fail, which I fix at fixty miles, is the mouth of the river

Chinrana: this river takes its rife in the Warjoo country, the capital of which is called Tofforo, and lies a

day's journey by water from the mouth of the river; it afterwards palfes through Boni: it has a good
muddy bar, paffable by large fliips, and is navigable a good way up ; it has feveral mouths, and there are

many towns on its banks, where a great trade is carried on in gold, rice, fago, caffia, tortoife-fhell, pearls,

•xc : the anchorage is good off the river's mouth. Half a day's fail farthec north, along the weft coall of the

.Sewa is tlie river Peeneekee, not very confiderable. Farther on are two places called Akolingan and Tellu-

dopin, which are pretty well inhabited. Continuing ftill north, you come to the river Sewa, not very con-
fiderable ; then to the river Loo, famous for boat-building: then you come to Mankakoo, where there is

gold, and nuicli fago, very cheap ; they have aifo caffia and feed-pearl. Being now come to the bottom
of Bugguefs Bay, the fago-tree abounds very much ; and in many parts of the Sewa, there are fpots of foul

ground on which they fifh for fwallow, which they generally carry to Macall'er. to fell to the China junk.
On the eaft !iJe of the Sewa the country is not fo well inhabited as on tl'.e weft fide. The fiuth-eall point
of the Sewa is called Pajungan: here is a clufter of iflands, rather fmall, with good anchorage amongll
ihem." Tr.

f According to ForeC, Boni is governed by a Prince, who is called Pajong. He is tleJled for life by
feven nobles, a fixed number, which maybe kept up by the Pajong (but not incrcafed), from the dyons

(certain
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King Malta Salompo, fay the natives, after having reigned forty years over them,
afcended into heaven with his Queen.
The Bouginefe, and Queen Tarre Toeppoc, who then ruled over them, were com-

pelled, in the beginning oi tlie feventeeth century, to conform to the Mahomedan religion,

and the condition was, moreover, impofed upon them, that the enemies of Macafler

fliould likewife be the enemies of Boni, but not the enemies of Boni thofeof Macafler.

This was the firft blow which was given to the greatnefs of Boni, although they

were able to bring feventy thoufand fighting men into the field.

The hatred which, by this means, was excited among the Bouginefe againfl; the

Macaffers, was greatly inftrumental to the fuccefs of the arms of the Company againfl

Macafler. Radja Paiacca, a Bouginefe Prince, whofe exertions in particular contri-

buted much to the completion of the conquefl: of Macaflfer, was afterwards chofen King
of Boni, by the electors, and rendered himfelf fo famous and powerful, extending the

bounds of his kingdom in every way, that he was called by his people Toenee Som-
baya, fignifying, a King before whom all others mufl: humble themfelves.

He died on the 6th of iVpril 1 696, and was fucceeded by his fon I.apatoua, as

fifteenth King of Boni, who, after having been the caufe of much unedinefs to the

Company, died in the year 17 13.

His daughter Battara Todja, likewife called Aroe Toemoerang, fucceeded him, as

the fixteenth fovereign of Boni. After reigning a fliort time, fhe refigned the govern-

ment in the year 1715, into the hands of her half-brother Lapadany Sadjati, furnamed
Toapannara Aroe Paiacca ; but his ill treatment of his fifter and her huiband, whom he

caufed to be rampafled, or beaten with flicks, and whom he threw into confinement at

Boni, without any fliadow of reafon, or legal pretence, was fo much difapprovcd of and

refented by the nobles, that fliortly afterwards, on the 20th ofJanuary 1720, he was not

only depofed, but, together with his wife, was thrown into prifon. After this the Bougi-

nefe again gave the kingdom to Battara Todja, who, however, directly refigned it

anew to her eldefl: half-brother, the dethroned King of Goach, Sappualee, then fur-

named Madanrang ; he likewife was depofed in the year 1724, after a fhort and tur-

bulent reign, on account of his dilTolute conduct, and his younged brother Topawanoi,

or Aroe Mano, afterwards called Grain Beflei, was chofen in his ftead ; on the fourth

day after his appointment he was alfo fet afidc, and in his room Battara Todja was

chofen Oueen for the third time ; flie became at the fame time Datoua, or Oueen of

Loehoe, and not long afterwards Queen of Soping alfo ; her huiband was appointed

co-regent with her of the kingdom ; he died in the year 1725 ; after which fhe was

married, for the fourth time, to Aroe Kayoe, who was, fliortly after his nuptials, equally

made co-regent of the kingdom. But the Queen being at variance with her brothers,

one of whom flie had caufed to be killed, and being diflatisfied with Mr. Goubius, at

that time the Company's governor at Macafler, went away to Soping, where flie caufed

herfelf to be inaugurated as Queen.
Her hufband, the regent, Aroe Kayoe, now thinking himfelf King of Boni, refolved

to fupplant his Queen and coiifort, and to take again to his bed his firfl beloved wife

Grain Bonto Majcne, whom he had repudiated in order to marry the Queen ; but

when this defign was difcovered, iu the year 1728, he was iimncdiately declared

(ccrlain freeholdfrs}. The Pajoiiff is oFtcn rcftraiiictl by a fort of parliament, clcifled by the freeholders:

it confilis of four hundred members, two hundred of which are called mntloua, one hundred ;.re called

pabicharro, and one hundred are called gal.ir^ng. " But of this (he addb), 1 never kariic a dillinA

account ; and I mention it only as a hint for future travellers." Tr.

3 unworthy
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unworthy of the regentftip, and his life was fo much endangered, that he was obliged

to fly by night to Tello, where he received protcft'on. He afterwards became con-

nefted with Grain Bontalancas, and lofl; his life in the commotions excited by that

famous rebel.

In the year 1730, the three remainincf brothers of the Queen of Boni came from

Bouton, whither they had fled for fear of their fifl:er, and took refuge under the pro-
^

teftion of the Company, who allowed them to refide in the campon Baro.

The Queen, in the meantime, continued difcontcnted with the Company, becaufe the

province of Bontain was withheld from her ; while her madanrang, or general in chief,

and her tomarilalangs, or privy counfellors, conduced every thing at Boni according

to their own wiflics, and adhering to the enemies of the Company who arofe about this

time, Aroe Seenkang and his followers, and the rebel Grain IBontalancas, they pre-

pared the way for the ruin of the kingdom of Boni, which was effedled in the follow-

ing manner

:

Aroe Seenkang, a difcontented Wadjorcfe Prince, had for fome time, together with

his captain, hut, or admiral, toufla, been committing piracies ; he had taken Paflir and

Coety, and had even attacked the veffels of the Company.

Thefe freebooters, therefore, in the years 1735 and 1736, carrying their depreda-

tions to a great excefs in the neighbourhood of Mandhar and Gajelie, were encountered

by the cruifing veflTels of the Company, but to no purpofe ; and, in the beginning of

the year 1736, they landed in fight of Fort Rotterdam, on the adjacent iflands, belong-

ing to the Company, where they plundered the inhabitants, and burnt their houfes.

Upon this our government equipped fome veflels at MacaflTer, who attacked the enemy,

but the battle was (topped by the evening coming on ; and in the night, the enemy
having eftefted their purpofes, cunningly gave us the flip, and got away to Wadjo,
without having fuflered any material damage.

The Wadjorefe, notwithftanding the earnefl reprefentations of the Company's fer-

vants, obftinately refufed to deliver up Aroe Seenkang ; and the Bouginefe in confe-

quence declared war againft them. But it was profecuted with very little vigour
;

for the general and the counfellors of Boni, as we have before feen, were in collufion

with the enemy ; whdnce this war had an unfortunate iflTue.

The Queen of Boni perceiving the treachery, though too late, fent for the Princes,

her brothers, who had left Bouton, and were gone over to the Company, and gave

the command of the army to the eldeft ; but matters had already taken fo bad a turn,

that there was fcarcely any pofTibility of retrieving them, fo that they were compelled

to make peace with Wadjo.

A little before, our people, at the requefl: of the Soping nobles, had let Aroe Tanete,

furnamed the Mad Duke *, go to Soping, to defend that country againft the Wadjorefe

;

but he, attending little to the war with Wadjo, procured, by his intrigues, the So-

pingers to depofe their Queen, and ele£t him for their Datoua, or King, in her ftead
;

after which he likewife contrived to have himfelf chofen King by the Bouginefe, of

which election they gave communication to the Company's fervants at Fort Rotterdam,

but it met with their marked difapprobation ; and when the Queen herfelf came for-

ward, he was obliged to give way to her by flight.

Upon this, the Wadjorefe made themfelves mafters of Boni, appointed an-

other Queen, acknowledged the rebel Grain Bontalancas for King of Goach, and

• Of this Aroe Tanete, it was related, that, like the ancient inhabitants of Celebes, he was a cannibal,

and remarkably fond of human flefh, fo that he even ufed to fatten his pi ifoneis. and cutting their heart

out alive, he tac it raw, with pepper and fait, elieeming it the mo.l delicious morfel of all. S,

declared
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declared themfelves, in this manner, as three united countries, and enemies of the

Company.
In the month of April 1739, they came down, took poffcnion of Goach, and fum-

mojied Fort Rotterdam to furrender. What happened afterwards I have before related

ill the account I have given of Goach.
When the Company were faved by the fortune of arms, the next ftep to be taken

was to relieve Boni ; but this, for fome unknown reafon, was only done by halves
;

for when the Wadjorefe were twice beaten, they were not purfued as far as their capital

Toflbra ; and thofe people who refufed to renew their engagements with the Company,
were fuffered to do as they liked, while the difputes with Wadjo, as well on the part of

the Company as on the part of Boni, remain unfettled to the prefent day. [Written
in the year 1759.]

In the mean time, in order, as was pretended, to forward the reftorafion of the public

tranquillity, the queen of Boni was prevented from profecuting her juft claiui againfl:

Aroe Tanete, or the Mad Duke ; and, to her further chagrin, the grant of Bontain,

which province had been given to that princefs, in the fame manner as to her prede-

cefTors, as a reward for paft fervices, by the Dutch government at Batavia, was
annulled.

She died in the year 1749, and her half-brother Lama Oflbng, was chofen fuc-

ceffor to the crown of Boni, under the name of Abdul Zadfhab Djalaloedeen, who
'

was the reigning king when I was at Celebes, in 1775. He was then a man of up-

wards of eighty years old, and he dwelt in the Bouginefe campon, which is not far

from our town of Vlaardingen, and, like moft of the native villages, is a place of little

confideration.

He did not fhow much efleem for the Europeans ; he governed his fubjefts

in an arbitrary manner, with much feverity, and paid very little regard to the laws of

the country, which he always explained according to his will.

All criminals are accufed before the king, who commiflions his prime minifter, and

one or two more of the nobles, to examine into the affair. As foon as a report is

made concerning it, if the culprit be thought worthy of death, the king gives a fign

with his eyes, and he is immediately carried out and killed with a kris. If aggravating

circumflances occur, the king gives directions for a more fevere punifliment ; the cri-

minal is then bound to a tree, and he is pricked full of Ikin-decp wounds with kriffes,

and rubbed with fugar or molaffes ; the whole body is foon entirely covered with ants,

and the poor wretch is not relieved by death before he has fuffered the greatell torments.

But one of the grandees of the kingdom, or a man of noble birth, is never otherwife

put to death for any crime than by the more merciful method of plunging a kris into

his bofom.

Mr. Van Pleuren related to me the following inftance of the cruel charader of this

monarch, which had occurred about two years before.

I'wo princes, grandfons of the King, became both enamoured of the fame perfon,

a young princefs, who was fcarcely more than twelve years old ; fhe was an exquifite

beauty, poffeffed of every accomplifliment that an education at the court of an eaffern

monarch could procure her. Both the lovers, notwithllanding their earned folicita-

tions that flie would make choice of one who Ihould be the favoured yout]i, could not

prevail upon her, for a long time, to decide between them ; overcome, however, at length

by the vehemence of their entreaties, flie at lafl; declared in favour of the youngeft.

This, as might be fuppofed, occafioned an implacable enmity between the two piinces,

which was carried to fuch a height, that they drew their kriffes againfl: each other in a

VOL. XI. r. r. folitary
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folitary place, with fuch fury, that, had they not been fortunately feparated by fome
people who came in time to prevent a fatal cataftrophe, they would probably have both

fallen vidims to "their jealoufy and love.

As foon as this occurrence came to the ears of the King, he fent for both princes,

and reproached them with great afperity, that they were near depriving him of two

of his children by their rafli and foolilh conduft, which was the more unpardonable,

being merely for the fake of a woman. He then commanded them immediately to

difmifs their animofity, and to live thenceforward together with their accuftomed fra-

ternal affeclion.

Thus far all was right. He next fent for the young princefs, and fternly alked her,

how fhe dared to avow a choice between two of his grandibns? The poor girl,

trembling and in tears, could make no other reply, than that Ihe had not done fo

before flie was abfolutely compelled to it, and was afraid of fatal confequences, if flie

had remained obflinate in her refufal.

This difculpation was of no avail to foften the indignation of the King ; he knew,

he faid, a way to preferve his children both from fuch debafmg loVe and from the

dangerous confequences of it, and that it would be an unheard-of event that one of

his fons fhould lofe his life for the fake of a boyiih attachment. He then gave the

wonted fign of death, and the wretched object of the violent love and furious hatred

of the two princes, was carried out and pierced to the heart, without there being any

one found who durft pretend to be her advocate, or that her youth and beauty made
the lead irapreffion upon the obdurate heart of the cruel monarch.

CHAP. X.— Account of the Kingdo?n of Soping ; — Sketch of its Hi/iory. — Loehoe ; —

-

Its Produ6liom.— Dijfolute Conduct oftheprefent Queen.— Tanete ; — Its Eijlory. —
The Country of Man'dhar ;— Its Government— History.— Toadja, or Wadjo ; — Its

fingular Conjlitution.

THE kingdom of Soping was anciently one of the moft powerful fiates of Celebes ;

it lies partly along the weftern (hore of the bay of Boni ; to the north it is bounded by the

great lake called Tamparang Laba, and to the fouth it borders upon Lamoeroe, whichj

together with feveral other fmall ftates, formerly belonged to it, but which afterwards

became either independent or united to Boni.

It yields nothing but paddee. In the year 1661, after the flight of Radja Palacca, it

became a fief of Macafler ; but in the year 1667, it was reftored to its liberty by the

Company.
The Kings of Soping have been allied by marriages to thofe of Boni from time im-

memorial. The Sopingers pretend, in the fame manner as thofe of Macafler and Boni,

that their firfl: King equally defcended from heaven. After him a feries of fovereigns,

as well Kings as Oueens, ruled over them, of whom the prefent reigning King of Boni

is the twenty-fecond, who, with the confent of the nobles of Soping, governed the

kingdom by means of a viceroy ; at prefent, however, namely in 1775, it is again under

its own King, who married the daughter of the King of Boni. He is a faithful ally of

the Company, and follows in all things the advice of the governor of Macafler,

although by the bravery of his people, for one Sopinger is better in war than three

Bouginefe, he could do much more than the King of Boni. His fon is educated at

the court of his maternal grandfather.

The part which this kingdom took in the troubles at the time of Grain Bontalancas

and Ai'oe Tanete has before been mentioned.

a The
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The kingdom of Loeboe, or Loehoe, was the moft powerful and moft extenfive of
all the Itates of Celebes, before thofe of MacalTer and Boni attained their fubfequent
Celebrity. It ftretches at prefent from Pelopa, the capital of the country, to Larompo,
being an extent of about twenty leagues along the weftern Ihore of the bay of Boni,
and from the other fide of the city, over the whole of the fouth-eaftem part of
Celebes, between Bugguefs Bay and the eaflern coaft of the ifland, as far as the Al-
forefe will fuffer them inland ; to the weft, it is bounded by Wadjo, and to the north
by Toraiija.

The laud is fertile in paddec ; it yields likewife good iron, and much gold is found
in the rivers *.

Mr. Blok had not obtained any inf9rmation refpefting their antient hiftory or Kings.
The firlt Iving of whom mention is made in the records of the Company, is called
Crain Haroo ; he was fubdued by the arms of the Company, at the fame tiine with the
Macaflers at Bouton.

The Oueen who ruled over the country, when the account of Mr. Blok was written,
was called Tanralele, and fometimes Afha ; flie was, at the fame time, Queen of Tanete ;

but (he was afterwards deprived of the crown by the machinations of the King of Boni,
on account of her alleged diffolute life ; for, notwithftanding fhe was already very far

advanced in years, fhe had the fineft men daily brought to her for the fatisfadion of
her fhameful licentioufnefs ; while, if fhe met with any one whom fhe did not approve,
fhe had him immediately killed and thrown into the river : a grandfon of the King of
Boni was appointed King in her Head.

This kingdom is likewife in alliance with the Company, and coofequently dependent
upon them.

The kingdom of Tanete, or Aga Nonfha, fignifying a bridge or ford, lies halfway
between Fort Rotterdam and the bay of Sorian. It is bounded to the eaft by the prin-

cipality of Wariovi-wavo, to the north by Barroe, to the fouth by Sageree, and to the

weft by the fea. It ftood, in former times, on friendly terms with MacafTer ; after-

wards, upon a war breaking out between them, although Tanete was conquered, it was
ftill reputed independent and a free ally of Macafler ; but when the King gradually

began to extend his power over this country, it was, and juftly, looked upon as a ftate

dependent upon that of Macafler, as it is called in the reports of the conference of

Macaifcr, on the 7th of September 1668.

At the time of Mr. Speelman, one King Ibrahim reigned here ; who, during the

peace of Bonaye, joined the Company, and was received as one of their allies, after

having entered into and fworn to the engagements dictated at that time by the Com-
pany, to which his fucceflTors have ever fince adhered.

The prefent Queen Tanralele, upon her being made Queen of Loehoe, and going

thither, gave up the government ol Tanete to the King of Boni, and to the Company j

but having, fome years afterwards, been driven from the throne of Loehoe, fhe came
back, and refumed the adminiflration of her own ftate.

The country of Mandhar borders upon the fea to the weft, upon Cajelie to the

north, upon Bionangis to the fouth, and to the eaft upon a tradt of defcrt mountains,

which afford a fecure refuge to the inhabitants when they are attacked by too power-

ful enemies ; they then abandon to them their deferted villages on the fca-coalt, and

do not return to their habitations till they have been left by the invaders.

• The j;<>l<l of Celebes is generally gor, as on Sumatra, from the beds of rivers 3ik1 torrents, and there

are many fprintrs itTuing from crevices of rotlt5, that bring fome gokl jloiig with the water, which, running

through » vcflel bottomed with fand, leaves its treafure behind. Tr.

<; o 2 The
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The government of this country was vefted, in former times, in ten nobles, or
eftatcs, uho had all entered into engagements with the Company; three of them
voluntarily ; the feven others are commonly called Princes of the feven rivers. They
formerly were fubjcft to the Macaflers, and, in token of allegiance, were obliged to

fend a yearly tribute of long fhields ; they even were forced to receive a governor
from MacafTer, whom they, however, rejected in the year 1658, though they remained
otherwife faithful to that country.

By the contract of Boni, the Macaflers refigned all claim to the dominion over

Mandhar ; after which their Princes, or eftates, were feveral times fummoned to enter

into treaty with the Company ; but they all, except one, obftinately refufed to do it.

On this account, they were made war againft by the Company, and by the Bouginefe,

but were never fubdued, as they always fled to the mountains ; but, in the year 1674,
fearing that they fliould be attacked by Radja Palakka, they humbled themfelves before

the Company, and figned and fwore to the engagements required. Yet they never

much obferved them, efpecially not thofe articles which bind them not to navigate any
veffels without pafles from the Company, and which forbid them to admit any velTels into

their harbours which are not provided with fuch paffes. Neverthelefs they are deferv-

ing of praife and efteem for the refpedt which they otherwife pay to the Company and
to Boni, and for the readinefs which they fhewed in aflifting the Company in the lafl war.

Toadja, as pronounced by the Macaflers, or Wadjo, as pronounced by the Bouginefe,

is fituated north of the river Chinnanfe Boni, which divides this country from that of

Boni, extending to Panekee, which, though a free Itate, is eflieemed a dependency of

Wadjo, and which reaches to Cotenga. Behind Panekee and Kera, Wadjo ftretches

northwards to Larompo, or Loehoe. To the weft it touches upon the Borders of Adja
Tamparang, or Sedeenring.

It is governed by forty Princes, or Regents, amongft whom women are admitted

equally with men. Thefe nobles are all obliged to remain in Wadjo ;
yet, when requi-

fite, they are allowed to go for a (hort time to their lands, in order to effeQ. what may
be necefllary ; but as foon as this is done, they muft immediately return to Wadjo.
The forty are divided into three diftinft bodies, or eftates, each of which has a chief

banner or flag, to which they belong. Out of each of thefe three again two chiefs are

chofen, one for warlike affairs, who is ftyled patara, and the other for the civil admi-

niftration of the government, ftyled padenrang, who have for their prefident the mat-

toua, or elcfted King, who belongs to neither of the three eftates, and conftitutes the

fortieth Prince, fo that each divifion confifts of thirteen members.
Thefe laft feven chiefs, to which high authority no woman is admiflible, form an

affembly in whom the chief government in every thing is vefted, in the name of the

forty nobles of Wadjo, except in the point of making war or peace, for which the

grand council of the forty are aflfembled, in whofe deliberations the mattoua has, if

neceffary, a double or cafting vote *.

Upon

* Though our Dutch traveller had undoubtedly the bell opportunities for becoming acquainted with

the ftrvcral republican, or rather feudal, conftitmions wlu'ch appear to prevail in the petty ftates of Celebes,

It may not be unpleafuif; to compare his account with that of Captain Forrelt, who navigated in the

cailern parts of India, at different times, from 1763 to 1776, and whofe information on this fubjedl svas

obtained from the Indians. " Warjoo, or Tuadjoo," he fays, " is governed by an eleftive Prince, called

y^ramatnoa. He is cleded for life by the four nobles of the highelt rank, called oran cayo batta bazar

(nobles of the great flag), from the body of an inferior nobility, called oran cayo batta ampat palo (nobles

of the forty flags, there being forty in number). When elefted, if he (hould fay, ' I am poor,' which may
be the cafe, the reply made to him by the nobleman who prefidcs at the election is, ' Warjoo berennee,

Warjoo caio, Warjoo guaflb,' which fignifies, Warjoo is biare, rich, and powerful ; intimating, no doubt,

that
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Upon the deceafe of this eminent chief, the three eflates, or the thirty-nine nobles
as they are then reduced to, are equally affembled, who eleifl one of their own body
to fucceed to his dignity, without paying any particular attention to his family : but
fuch rcgentfhips of the forty as happen to be vacant, are filled up from the neareft
relations of the deceafed King, provided they are not born of a bondfwoman.

Thefe people had their fhare in the general opprcflion which was the confequcnce
of the extenfion of the power of Macaifer, but they redeemed their freedom by the
payment of one hundred cattis, being one hundred and twenty-five pounds of gold.

They live very peaceably among themfelves, and follow their commercial purfuits

with much aftivity. I'hcy are the greatefl: merchants of Celebes, and at prefent alfo

the richeft and mofl: redoubted nation of the ifland. They pay no regard to anv
engagements either with the Company or with Boni, alleging that they have been
cancelled by the lafl war ; fiiice, after that time, Wadjo has increafed in power in pro-

portion as the confideration of Boni has declined.

CHAP. XI.— Account ofthe Kingdom of Tourattca.— The Country ofLinques. — Tou-

radja. — The People called Botidjoos. — The Kings of F.rcka and Letha.— The
Country of Cajelie. — Its ProduHions.— Toerongan. — Its Dependencies. — Boele'

bocle.— The Ifuind Bouton. — Various petty States upon the IJland Suinbaiva. —
PaJJir and Coeti, in Borneo.

TOURATTEA extends from the river Tjeeko, along the fea-coafl: to the fouth

and eaft to the river Tino, the eaflern bank of which belongs to Bontain ; it is

bounded on the north by Macaffer, and on the weft and fouth by the fea.

In ancient times it was inhabited by a free people, living under feveral independent

Princes ; the chief of whom were thofe of Binano and Bankale. The country of

Linques lies between the two lafl named ftates, not far from the bay of Tourattca.

By the contraft of Boni, their independence was allowed by the Company, although

the King of Boni looks upon them as his fubjefts, without admitting them to be

equally allies of the Company.
Touradja is a large country, lying inland, bordering to the north upon the Alforefe

mountains, which feparatc it from the bay of Tominee ; to the eail upon Loehoe

and Wadjo, to the fouth upon Sedeenring, and to the weft upon the Mandharefe

mountains.

A large proportion of the Touradjefe are mountaineers and idolaters. Another

part live upon the water, and their veflels are continually roving round Celebes, the

ifland of Ende and Sumbawa. Thefe fubfift by fifhing, by the preparing of

tripangs *, and by catching of tortoifes for the fhells j they are llkewife called Boad-

ioos, and are efteemed flaves of Boni, or of Coach f.

The

that he (hall vant for nothing. He then accepts of the government. Bi fides the four high, and the

forty inferior nobles, tl.crc is Hill a kind of freeholders called dyons, as in Boni. The aramatooa can only

kctp up the nunibei of the four high and forty inferior nobility, when they are, by want of heirs, extinct ;

but he cannot increafe the number. In Warjoo, the nobility is hereditary." Account of Celebes, added

to Forrelt's X'oyagc to the Mtrgui Archipelago, p. 75.
• The fame with fwallow, or fea Hug, mentioned in the following note. Tr.

f The Boadjoo people, who arc llkewife called man laut, or men of the fea, are a kind of itinerant fiflier-

mcn, faid to come originally from Joliore, at the call entrance of the Straits of Malacca, though fome are

of opinion that they mull have come either from China or Japan. They live chiefly in fmall covered boats

on
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The Kings of Ereka and Letha, two fniall diftrias, in the weftem part of Touradja,

are alfo in alliance with the Company.

Cajelie lies upon the weflern fhore of Celebes, towards the north, between Mandhar

Mamoedje, and Sinlenfa, which is the fouthernmofl place belonging to the government

of Ternate.

By the treaty of Boni, this country was ceded to the King of Ternate ; . but the

government at Batavia afterwards iflued orders that it fhould be confidered as belong-

ing to the government of Macaffer.

It uled formerly to yield much cocoa-nut-oil, and to furniih as much of this article

as was wanted by the Company ; but fince the year 1730, it has beenfo much ravaged,

firlt by the internal diffentions between their own nobles, and afterwards by the

Mandharefe, that all the cocoa-nut trees were felled for the purpofe of making bent-

ings : the land lies now almoft uncultivated and defert, and is fubject, for the greateft

part, to the Mandharefe.

The petty Kings of this country requefted the aid of the Company, feveral years ago,

againft the Mandharefe ; upon which fome veflels and troops were fent thither,

but they behaved fo ill, that the natives forely repented having ever had recourfe to

the Dutch for afliftance.
^

From the report of the chief perfons employed on that occafion by the government

of M-acafler, it appears that the country was then very productive in paddee ; as like-

wife that it yielded much gold, and that in the neighbourhood of Pavigi, which is fuu-

on the coafts of Borneo, Celebes, and the adjacent idands. Others dwell clofe to the fea, on thofe ifl.uids,

their houfcs being raifcd on ports, a little diiiance into the fea, always at the months of rivers. Tiiey are

Mahomedans. They have a language of their own. but no written charafter. Many Boadjoos are fettled

on the north-weft coait of Borneo, who not only filh, but make fait, and trade in fmall boats along the

coaft. They make fait in the following manner : they gather fea-weeJs burn them, make a ley of afhes,

filter it, and form a bitter kind of fait in fqiiare pieces, by boiling it in pans made of the bark of the anee-

bong, or cabbage-tree ; thefe pieces of fait are carried to market, and pafs as a currency for money. Thofe

fettled on the north-well coail of Borneo ufed to fupply the Englifh at Balambangan with rice, fowls, and

other provilions. Many of them are fettled at the mouth of the river of Pafiir, who employ themfelves chiefly

in catching fmall fhrimps with hand-nets, which they pu(h thiough the mud ; the fhrimps, after being

well wafhed in fea-water, are expofed to a hot fun ; they are then beat in a mortar, and made into a kind

of parte called blatchong, which has a ftrong fmell, and is much in requell all over India. Thefe lail Boad-

joos may be called fixed or rtationary, compared with thofe who live always in their boats, and who, at

the monfoon fhifts on the iflands Bo>-neo and Celebes, fhift their filuation to leeward, fo as to be always

under the lee of the land, for the fake of fine weather. Moll of thofe who rove round Celebes, though

tliey chaiitre their fituation with the monfoon, confider Macaffer as their home. V\ hen Captain Carteret

lay at liontain, a fleet of more than a hundred fail of their boats anchored there ; they weie from twelve to

eighteen and twenty tons burden, and carried from fixteen to twenty men : they ^^ ere all under Dutch

colours The Boadjoo boats which Captain Forrelt faw at the little Paternol!er Iflands, between Borneo

and Celebes, were about five or fix tons burden : feveral had women and children on board, and their

women are faid to be capable of managing their velTels, even in heavy feas : they lay at anchor filhing for

the fwallow or fca-flug in feven o- eight fathoms water. They fee the fwallow in clear water, and ftrikc

it as ii lies on the ground, with an inllrument confi:'ing of four bearded iron prongs, fixed along an almoft

cylindrical Hone, rather fmaller at one end than at the other, about eighteen inches long ; .m iron (hot is

f;xed at the end of the (lone, next the point of the prongs. The fwallow is dried in the fmoke, and fent

to the China market. They alfo dive for it, the belt being got in deep water. The black is reputed the

bell • but there is fome of a lightei col nii, found only in deep water, which is of more value in China than

the black, and fold even for forty dollars a picol ; the pieces are much larger than the general run of the

black fwallow, Jbme of them weighing half a pound. The white is the word, and is eafily got in (hoal

water, and on the dry land, among coral rocks, at low water : its value is about four or five dollars a picol.

The Boadjoos are very ufeful to the Dutch Eall-lndia Compan.y, in tarr)'ing intelligence fpeedily from

place to place. Tr.
ated
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ated upon the gulph or bay of Toniinee, gold is found by digging about four feet

under the furface of the earth.

Toerongan is fuuated inland. This ncgree, or townfliip, and eight others apper-
taining to it, bear the denomination ofWauwo Woele, or the klfer mountains. 'I'hey

were formerly all free, and dependent upon no one ; afterwards, and poflerior to the

conqueft of Samboupo, fix of them were admitted, at their earneft requeft, intj the alli-

ance of the Company ; and not long after the people of Touraayo, fituated behind
Goach, at the foot of the mountains, and fome others in that neighbourhood, were
equally, at their own defire, included in the treaty of Boni.

In time of war thefe places are of great importance, but mofl: of them are at prefent

united with Boni; as is the cafe with Boele-boele and its appurtenances, which is

fituated in the bay of Boni, at and near the river of the fame name. To the weft it

has Wauwo Woele, to the fouth the river Cafla, to the north the river Tanka, and to

the eaft the fliores of the bay. This country is likewife fometimes called Tellolimpoe

;

it has three chief negrees, or townfhips, namely Boele-boele, Lamante, and Radja,

which are all independent of each other.

Before and during the war of 1667, thefe people were the faithful allies of the Ma-
caflers, who, by the treaty of Boni, gave up all claim to this country and its inhabitants.

After that war it was poffefled by the Radja Palacca, and it was governed by him in

behalf of ihe Company, remaining one of their moft obedient allies ; but after his

death, it continued under the dominion of Boni, whofe Kings now look upon it as an
appendage of their crown.

Thefe are the piincipal matters relative to the kingdoms and ftates of Celebes,

which I found particularly mentioned in the aforefaid manufcript account.

I flull, in conclufion, fay fomething of the more diftant countries, which, though they

do not peculiarly belong to Celebes, have much relation to the Company's government

at Macafler.

Bouton is a pretty large illand, lying eaft of Celebes, of which I ftiall fay ihore, in

the account of my voyage from Macafler to Amboyna.

The Kings of this ifland hive equally acceded to tht; treaty of Boni, though they

have not conftantly ftuck to it ; for in the year 1752, they fuffered the Company's ftiip

Ruft en VVerk (reft and work} to be plundered by pirates, for which the Boutonncrs

received a fevere correction from the Company in the year 1755 » ^^^Y ^^'^'^ fought

for aid from Boni and Ternate, but not fucc^cding in this, they began, by degrees, to

incline towards peace, and (hewed an inclinatijn to keep their engagements with the

Company, without however, either renewing them, or paying the penalty which was

impol'ed upon them by the Company, on account of the perfidioufnefs they had been

guilty of.

The petty ftates which are fituated on the oppofite iHand of Sumbawa, viz. Dima,

Dompo, Tambora, Sangar, Pape'kat, and Sumbawa, arc independent of each other,

but united together by a defenfive alliance, as far as regards their polTellions on the

ifland Sumbawa. They are likewife all fejjarately the allies, and under the protedion

of the Company.
Bima lies at the eaft end of Sumbawa, about forty-five leagues fouth of the fouth-

weft point of CeKbes, and the palfage over can be effecU^d, in a good vcftel, the whole

year round. It is a free ftate, under whofe jurifdidion are comprehended the Straits

of Sappy, the whole of Mangery at the well point of the ifland of Ende, and the ifland

Goenong-api, which laft lies a little to the north of Bima.
The
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The Princes of Bima, Dompo, Tambora, Sangar, and Papekat have, in general,

obferved their engagements with the Company pretty well ; but thofe of Sumbawa
have paid little attention to them, by the inftigation of the Macailors and Wadjorefe,

who refort in great numbers to thefe illands, efpecially the latter, who are great mer-
chants and adventurous navigators, and, with their country boats, they keep the fca in a

mod furprizing manner ; they are even faid to go as far as the Englifli fettlement at

Bencoolen, on the weft coaft of Sumatra*.
Paflir and Coetl are two little dates, or fea-ports, fituated on the eafl; fide of the

ifland Borneo, and were anciently conquered by the Macaffers f.

Their Princes ufed formerly to vifit thefe places alone, or only accompanied by their

relatives, prohibiting their other fubjefts or allies from going thither. But thefe ftates

were received into alliance with the Company in the year 1686.

In 1726, they were taken by the famous fugitive Wadjorefe Prince and pirate Aroe
Seenkang, and have ever fince paid an annual tribute to him |.

CHAP. XII.— Account of Fort Rotterdam, and of the La7ids of the Company around it.

— Difputes with the Macaffers about the Limits.— The Northern Provinces.— Occur-

rences relating to them.— Maros.— Siang.—Labaccan.— Sageree.— Southern Pro-

vinces.— Poelembankeeng.— Galiffong.— IJIands on the Coaji. — Tanakeke, and the

Three Brothers.— Bontain. — Charader of its Inhabitants. — Defcription of the Bay
and Fort.— Boelecomba. — Produdions. — Its Road and Fort. — Bera. — Ship-

building.— Defcription of their Proas.— The Inhabitants.

HAVING given an account of the principal matters relative to the allies of the

Company, I fhall next proceed to defcribe the Company's own lands, which belong

to the government of Macaflef.

Of the Company's poflefTions in Celebes, Fort Rotterdam is the chief. It lies in the

kingdom of Macafler, and belonged formerly to the jurifdiftion of Tello. It is on the

weft coaft of Celebes, in the fouth latitude of five degrees feven minutes, and is the

head fettlement of the Company here. It is called Oedjong Pandang in the treaty of

Boni, by which it was ceded to the Company, together with the diftrift belonging to

it. None of the contrafts point out the exaft diftance to which the jurifdidion round

the fort ought to be extended, on which account the Macaffers endeavour to circum-

fcribe it to the north within the exterior bounds of the town, or negree, of Vlaardlngen

• Captain Forreft mentions to have feen fifteen prows, from Celebes, at a time, at Bencoolen, loaded

with a mixed cargo of fpices, wax, caffia, fandal-wood, dollars, and the cloths of Celebes, called cam-
bays. Tr.

f Forreft informs us that Paflir was a colony from Wadjo, and that the Wadjorefe equally formed fettle-

inents on Sumbawa, and at Rhio, in the Straits of Malacca. Tr.

J PalTir feems now to be entirely freed from the influence of the Dutch, the tribute mentioned by the

author being ottenfibly requited for the proteftion of the freedom of the port; and in 1772, when the

Englifh Eaft India Company's fliip Britannia was there, a faftory was Intended to be eftabliflied chiefly for

the fale of opium, Indoftan piece-goods, and the purchafe of the precious commodities, fpices, gold, wax,

&c. brought thither by the Biigguefles ; this plan was only frullrated by a commotion taking place in

the town, at which the Englifh commander, rather needlefsly took the alarm, and quitted the country.

Paflir was then a place of great trade ; with two fathoms water on the muddy bar of a river that led up to

the town, forty-five miles, the tide running a good way up above the town ; this confifted of about three

hundred wooden houfes on the north fide of the river, moft of them inhabited by Bugguefs merchants : the

houfe and wooden fort of the Sultan was on the fouth fide, a very little way from the river. The Bri-

tannia lay about fifteen miles off the river's mouth, in fix fathoms, muddy ground. Tr.

I and
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and its fuburbs ; to the fouth wiihln the outward h"ne of the campon Baro ; and to the
eafl they define it to extend no fiirther than to Bontualack.
The difference in this, and in many other refpeSs, between the Macaffers and the

Company arifes from the circumflance, that the treaty of Boni remained in full force
after the conqucfl of Samboupo, or rather that it was never altered and amended, or
at leaf!: explained, upon the change of affairs, although the Company have fmce been
three times at war with the Macaffers, and the iffue has every time been fucli that
they had only to prefcribe their conditions

;
yet this iicceffary emendation, it feems, has

never been thought of.

The prefent jurifdidlion of the Company, as claimed and maintained by them, ex-
tends from Sambong Java to what is called the Kraal ; thence northward along the
fait marfhes behind Bontualack, as far as the river Patinga Loung not far from Ocdjong
Tana.

The northern provinces include the lands of Maros, with the half of Sodian and
Barras, or Cabbe Siangj Labaccan, with Bongcro and Sageree, which are the plains

lying between Telle and I'anetc, the proper granaries of Celebes ; then the places
which are fituated between thcfe plains and the mountains ; and laftly, the mountain
villages, or negrees.

Thele lands, which border upon each other, have the fea to the weft ; Tanete and
Maros to the north ; Lamoeroe to the eafl: ; and the kingdom of Macaffer to the fouth.
They were all conquered during the reign of the Macaffer King Allah Ocdeen, who

reduced them to fervitude, and divided them by villages and lots among the nobles of
Macailer, who received from the inhabitants, as from their own property, the tenth of
the produce, and ilic ufual feudal fervico;-, till Odober i668, when, upon the rupture
with the Macaffers, Maros was taken by the Company and their allies, but it fell again

into tlie hands of the enemy on the 20th of November cnfuing ; however, upon the

conquefl: of Samboupo, this province was alfo fubducd by our people.

In the year 1736 or 1737, when the northern provinces were overrun by the rebel

Crain Bontalancas, all of them either voluntarily or by force abandoned the fide of the^

Company, and took up arms againfl: them ; but when Maros was retaken in Auguft

1737, by Governor Smout, mofl: of the chiefs returned to their former allegiance,

while the others abfconded, though they were afterwards purfued and taken, and
underwent a well merited puniflunent.

Thofe who returned to their duty, together with other chiefs newly appointed, were
fummoned in January 1738 to the fort, where thofe who were guilty, but had returned

of themfelves received a pardon ; and all of them, Labaccan excepted, abjured for

ever the dominion of Macaffer, and were accordingly again received as faithful fubjcds

to the Company.
A junior meixhant has the fuperintendence over all thefe provinces ; he refides in

that of ]\Iaros, between the palifadocd fort called Valkenburg and the negree Socryje-

rang ; the lands around the Company's pagger, or palifadoed fort, in the king-

dom of Tanete, on the river Pantjana, are alio under this refident. The number of

negrees, or townships, over which the Company's jurifdidion and the authority of

the refident at Maros extends, amounts to three hundred and feventy.

For the government of the inhabitants under the refident Maros has, befides five

native regents, who are eleded by the elders of the people, from the neareft relatives

of fuch as have died, and are presented to the governor and council at Macaffer, who
confirm the cledion, with a referve neverthclefs for the approbation of the govern-

ment at Batavia.

VOL. XI. H H Siang
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Siang has one regent chofen from among the natives, who is called Loma.
Labaccan has a! Id one native regent, who has the appellation of Grain.

Sageree has five of thefc regents, the chief of whom is Grain Mangalong.
The greateft part of the inluibitants of thefe plains, however, are Bouginefe, who

are very indiiflrious in agricultui-e : thefe again have their own peculiar chiefs, who
are appointed by the King of Boni ; but they are, as well as the fubjects of the Gom-
pany, liable to the levy of the tenth part of the rice-harvcft.

The other provinces lying between thefe plains and the mountains, have likewife

their own regents appointed to rule over them in behalf of the Company, moft of them
under the title of Grain, with the adjeftion of the name of the negree, wliich is under
their authority. Thefe lafi: furnifli the timber and bamboos wanted for the Company's
poft at Soeryjerang and logs for repairing the wooden pier at Fort Rotterdam,

Befides thefe regents they have likewife among themfelves feveral interior chiefs,

whom they call galarangs. They live quietly under their own laws, and in the enjoy-

ment of their own religion ; and perform the feudal fervices required of them by the

Company, as their rightful lord paramount.

To the fouth of Fort Rotterdam, on the weft coaft, the Company poffefs the fmall

provinces of Poelem Bankeeng and Galiffong, being within the kingdom of Macafler

Proier, between the filh-pools of Aing and the river Tjikoa ; but the little ftate of

Sandraboni lies in the middle. Thefe plains were fubdued by the Company in the

war of 1667.

The inhabitants of both thefe diftridls make good foldiers, and thofe of Galiffong

are efteemed here the beft feamen : when the Company want failors at Macaffer, they

are obliged to ferve without any other pay than their fubfiftence.

To the province of Galiffong belong the ifland Tanakcke, and the fmall iflands

called the Three Brothers, which equally by right of conqueft, are the property of the

Company, and the inhabitants of them their fubjefts ; as is the cafe with all the other

iflands which are fcattered along the weft coaft of Celebes, from the point of Tourattea

to Tancte. The Macaffers have a colony of Touradjefe upon the ifland Great Barnang;
but many of thefe iflands are uninhabited, fome of them are inhabited by the fubjeds of

the Company, and a few by Bouginefe.

On the fouth coaft and on the eaft ft)ore of the Bay of Boni, the Company poffefs the

kingdoms of Bontain, Boele Gomba, and Bera, together with their dependencies.

Bontain is bounded on the weft by the river Tino, which divides it from the king-

dom of Tourattea ; on the north by the mountains which bear its own name ; on the

oaft by the river Kalekongang, and on the fouth by the fea.

It was anciently confidered among the dependent allies of Macaffer, and was ruled by
their Kings ; but it has twice been conquered by the arms of the Company and their,

allies, and was ceded to them in property by the treaty of Boni.

It is a very pleafant country, and is fertile in rice. There is a larger bay for ftiips

and veffels of all defcriptions, and the people of this land, and thofe of Boele Gomba
and Bera are the beft natured, moft peaceful and tradable, of all the fubjects which
the Company have in the whole ifland of Celebes '

.

This

* Captain Carteret gives us feveral inftances of tlie patient and unrefenting temper of the inhabitants-

of Bontain,. wlilch occurred while he lay there. The bay he defcribts as a large one, where fbips may lie

ill peifeft fafcty during both the monfoons ; the foundings are good and regular, and the bottom foft mud
;

nor is there any danger in coming in, but a ledge of rocks which are above water, and are a good mark
for
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This kingdom was once given by the Company to Radja Palacca, as a reward for

the great fervices rendered to them ; but, from default of male heirs, falling again to

them, it was afterwards confidered as a too important pofleiTion ever to part with it

again, without the nioft urgent neceillty.

It is governed by two native regents, who bear the title of Crain ; namely one who
rules over Bontain, and one oyer Tompoboele, under whom there are feveral galaranfs,

or village-chiefs. All thcfe, together with the ferjeant who commands at the Com-
pany's pagger, or palifadoed fort, are under the authority of the refident, whofe jurif-

diftion likewife extends over Boele Comba, which was alfo anciently a feparatc king-

dom, but was brought under the yoke of the Macaifcrs in later times.

It flretches from the river Kalekongang, which divides it from Bontain, to Bera,

or rather to the river Banpang, which runs between them ; to the north of it lie the

mountains of Kyndang, which feparatc it from Boni, or rather from the highlanders

of Touraayo ; to the fouth it is wafhed by the fea.

This province is likewife one of the conquefts of the Company, and its inhabitants

are, therefore, their fubjects ; and they have, together with thofe of Bontain, the fame
duties to fulfil, and enjoy the fame privileges, as thofe who dwell in the Company's
northern provinces.

Two head regents are in like manner appointed to rule over this diftricb, namely,

Crain Gantarang and Crain Oedjonglowe, who have feveral galarangs under them.

The land is fei^tile in rice, and abounds in game and extenfive forefts ; but the tim-

ber is not adapted to the conftrudion of houfes.

In the welt monfoon, the road before Boele Comba is dangerous for fliips ; fmall

vcflels, however, can run into the river Kalekongang at high water. At or near the

mouth of this river Hands the Company's palifadoed fort Carolina, in which the refi-

dent, who is a junior merchant, has his abode.

l"o him is equally entruiled the fuperintendence over Bera, which province reaches

from the river Bampang eaftward along the fea-coalt to the point of LalTcm (called

Laflba in our chart,), and thence northward to the point of Cadjang ; on the land-

fide it borders upon Boele Comba, Tourang, and Kadjang, belonging to Baele-

boele.

The whole of this country was ceded to the Company by the treaty of Boni. It i:;

barren and rocky, and yields to its inhabitants nothing but ocbce* in the room of rice

or bread; if they 'want paddee, they mufh have recourfe to Boele Comba, or Bima.

It has fome woods, from which the inhabitants, and thofe of Boele Comba, obtain

for anchoring. The liighcft land in fight is called Bontain Hill ; and when a (liip Is in the ofling, at the

dillance of two or three miles from the land, fliL' flioiild bring this hill norlh, or noith half well, and then

run in with it and anchor. In this bay there are feveial [nuill towns; that which is called Bontain h'i.s

in the norih-caft part of it, and here is a fmall palifidoed foit, on which tight guns are mounted, tnat

carry a ball of about eight pounds weight: it is jiill fuflicienl to keep the country people in fubjcclion,

and is intended for no other purpofe : it lies on the fouth llde of a fmall river, and ihcre is water fora flilp to

come clofe to it. Wood and waterare to be procured Iicrc in great plenty ; hkewife plcii'.y of frefh provifions,

at a reafonable rate : the beef is excellent, but it would be dilTicuIt to piocuic enough of it for a fquadron.

Rice may be had in any quantity, fo may fowls and fruit : there are alfo abundaree cf wild hogs in

the woods, which may be purcliafed at a low price, as the natives, being M:itu-,mcdans, never eat them
;

and fi(h may be caught with the feine. The latitude of Contain Hill is five degrees thirty minutes fouth.

The tides are very irregular ; commonly it is but once high and once Kiw water in toirand-twcnty hours,

and theie is feldom fix feel difference between iluni. Tr.
• Panicum corvi.

H It c middling
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middling good timber for building proas ; the chief building yards of the Macaffers

were formerly at this place *.

The men of Bera are in general good warriors, both at fea and at land ; the

richeft among them are merchants ; the others employ themfelvcs in building of

proas, and in manufacturing a fort of coarfe white cloth, from the cotton which grows
in tolerable abundance here ; a fmall annual tribute of thefe cloths is paid to the Com-
pany.

This country has ten regents, of whom the chief is Grain Bera. I'hefc come once

a year to Fort Rotterdam to difcharge their tribute.

CHAP. XIII. — Account of the IJland Saleyer. — Its Produd:ions, — Government.—
Charadcr of the Inhabitants. — I/lands of Bonaratte and Calauwe. — Intricacy and
Difpculty of the Government of Maca/fer. — Contract, or Treaty, of Boni. — Mijiaken

Policy of the Company. — Declining State of their Authority. — Encroachments and
clandefiine Trade of the Englijh. — Difficulty of preventing them. — Alarm excited at

Macaffer by the Arrival of Captain Carteret, in 1768. — Account of that Affair.—
Bad Cotifequences of the Second neverfucceeding to the Governor/hip. — Emoluments of
the Governor at Macaffer.— The other Servants of the Company.— The Company's

Trade. — Private Trade.— ImpofftbUity of preventing Smuggling. — Opinions of Go-

vernor Moffl'l on thefe Subjects.— Receipts and Charges of this Settlement. — Memorial

of Mr. Van Pleuren on the Trade of the Company.— Eflablifloment cf Macaffer.—
Malays.— Their Chief or Captain.— Trade of the Chinefe to Celebes. — Defcription

of their Junk.— Departure from Macaffer.

THE ifland Saleyer lies nearly fouth of the point of LafTem, full two leagues ; in

the flrait between them are the Budjeroons, called by our feamen the Boeferoens, which

are three fmall, uninhabited iflets.

There are feveral other iflands which lie round and near Saleyer, and belong to it, of

which however only two are inhabited, namely, Bonaratte and Calauwe.

The Macaflers, who had poffeflion of Saleyer, made a ceffion of it, by the treaty of

Boni, to tile King of Terna'.e ; but it has fmce, in the lapfe of time and by flow degrees,

been wrtfled from the Ternatefe, by the Company.
Saleyer is very mountainous -and woody, and there are many deer in its forefts. It

produces ocbee and batta: the lad is a fort of millet, which conftivutes a chief part of

the food of its inhabitants. Much coarfe blue and white Itriped cloth is made here

of the capas, or cotton, which it likewife produces!. rpi .

* They biiilJ their proas, which they call paduakana, very tight, by dovvlliiri; tlie planks together, as

coopers do the parts that furm the head of a caflv, and putting the bark of a certain tree between, which
fvvells, and then tit timbers to the plunks, as at Bumbay ; but do rot rabbet, as it is called, the planks,

as is done there. In Eniope we biiild reverfely ; we fet up the timbers fitlt, and fit the planks to them
aftciwards. They are bigotted to eld models and fixtures in fitting their vtffcls. The largell never exceed

fifty tons. They have their bow lowered, or cut down, in a very awkwaid manner, fo as to be often under

water; a bulk-head is raifed a good way abaft the ftem, to keep off the lea. They have a tripod mail,

with a high pointed fail : the tripod maft is made of three ftout bamboos ; two rifiiig from the fides, and
one from the fore-part of the veflel, iallied togetiier at the top : the two feet abread are bored at the lower

end acrofs, with holes about thiee inches in diameter; and thefe holes receive the two ends of a piece of
timber, which goes acrofs, like a main thaft ; on thefe the two abreall parts of tjie tripod turn, as upon a

hinge : the fore part of the maft is fixed firwaid like a main Hay, to a knee a-mid(hips, with a forelock;

by unlocking the forelock, the mall is ftruck In a moment. Tr.
j- Captain Foreit, who was caft away, in the Bonetta ketch, on a fmall, defert, fandy ifland, eaft of

Saleyer, travelled acrofs the latter in 1763, accompanied by the refideiit. They were carried by men up
the
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This ifland is ^ovorned by fourteen rsgents, who lefort one? a year, in the monLh
of October, to For' R 'erdam, with two hundred and fifty or throe huiidreil .1 their

countrymen, to pc-rforni the cuflomary duties ot valfalage, and to let forth luch difputes

as they may have among themfelves, in order to obtain a deeifion in them.
This people are pufdlanimous and fervile, and, at the fame time, qu irrelAime and

perverfe; mioniuch, that if their fituation be not exaftly to their own lilcing, they im-

mediately emigrate with the whole of their family to another country.

A junior merchant is placed here as r.fident in behaU of the Company, who has

his abode near or in a palifadoed pagger, or redoubt, called Defence, which lies, as I

was informed, in five degrees fouih latitude.

The before-mentioned iflands Bonaratte and Calauwe were given in fief to the old

Radja Palacca. He made ufe of the firfl; for a place of education and inflruclion for

his dancing girls ; to which purpofe his fucceffors in the kingdom of Boni likewife

appropriated it ; lience thefe iflands are moflly inhabited by Bouginefe, and but very

few Saleyers are found upon them.

From thefe fhort (ketches and defcriptions ai the nations who inhabit the great ifland

of Celebes, may eafily be deduced the ditferent relations, in which they (land towards

each other, and towards their neighbours, both with refpect to their internal policy,

and their foreign connections ; and hence may likewife be feen, how intricate and
troublefome the office of governor of MacaflTer muft be, in order to reconcile the jar-

ring intercfl: of all thefe numerous petty ftates with each other, and w-ith the intereft

of his employers.

The contract, or treaty, of Boni, which has been fo often mentioned in the preced-

ing pages, was the foundation upon which the fuperftrufture of the Company's power

and inriuence in Celebes was erefted more than a century ago. Boni, who firfl en-

tered into this engagement, and whence it has always been called the contract of Boni,

has for that realbn been ever efleemed the firfl: and oldefl; ally of the Company. It

was at that time in danger of being fubdued by the Macaifers ; and not pofll-iring

fufficient power to oppofe lb redoubted an enemy, it may therefore be eafily conceived

that the Bouginefe i-eadily embraced the opportunity of entering into the (trictcfl: alli-

ance with the Company, whofe power was fo great, and fo renowned throughout India,

that whoever were their allies might divefl: themfelves of all fear of being maflered.

This was in fact apparent in the fequel. Macafler was fubdued, and Boni, being thus

freed from the fear of their hereditary adverfaries, increafed more and more in great-

nefs and lullre, more cfpccially during the government ot Radja Palacca. It became

an adopted political maxim, that Macafler fhould be continually kept under; and this

has been till the prefent time fo fl;ric^ly adhered to, that Boni has been rendered fo

groat and powerful, that it is at prefent out of all queflion to pivfcribe rules or bounds

to that kingdom, although the millake is now moft clearly perceivable : it even happens

from time to time, and every year, that dirterent portions of territory, which apper-

tain to the Company by right of cunqueft, are fullered by the negligence or indul-

gence of the governors to be wrefted from them by Boni, under fome plaufible pretext

or other ; while thefe encroachments are likewife afterwards unaccountably ratified by

the government at Batavia.

the very ftecp hills, that run along the middle of the ifland from north to lonlh, on bamhoo chairs, made

on the fpol . and they wi-nt ov.;r the fldt lands on horfeback. He computes the inliabitants of Saltyer

to amount to about fixty thoufand. They drink much of a liquor called f.iguirc, drawn from the palm-

tree : they burn tallow from the lallow-tree, as in China. Tr.
^

The
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The prefe'nt Ibvereign of Boni has brought it fo far that one of his grandfons lias

afcended tlie throne of the powerful kingdom of Loehoe, and which the Company
have been obliged to wink at

;
perhaps the danger to their interefls, which lies in this

vail increafe of the power and influence of the Bouginefe monarch, has not been fuffi-

.ciently infilled upon by their fervants, or it may even be, that it has been rcprefentcd

in a favourable light.

Hereby, and by feveral other circumflances, the authority of the Company has fo

much declined in Celebes, that their pofllflions in the ifland may be confideied as very

inferior in importance to others. Little regard is now paid to the treaty of Boni,

upon which every thing hinged heretofore. The King of Boni has even prefumed to

:prefer a claim upon the campon Baro, clofe to the fort, becaufe he refided for fomc
time in it, when he had fled to the Company for proteftion againft his fifter Aroe
Palacca. It is not impoflible, that when this prince is dead, other darker clouds may
arife : for this is certain, that all the native princes are jealous of the footing which

the Company have obtained upon the ifland, and envy them their poffeflions ; and if

they could but remain united among ihemfelves, they w. uid not let flip any opportu-

nity of freeing themfelves from their dependence, by expelling the Dutch from Celebes,

or at leaft curtailing their power and influence. This it is what confliitutes the mofl;

important, as well as the mod difficult and delicate, part of the adminiftration at

Macafler, namely, to infpire the principal nations with jealoufy and difl.n.ift of each other,

at the fame time preventing and avoiding, as much as poflible, all aftual hoflilities and
interference, in order not to be forced to join either one or the oiher.

The Company are not only menaced on this fide, but their hereditary rivals in trade,

the Englifli, feek likewife to efl:ablifli themfelves here, which they had nearly effeded,

about the river of Sadraboni, a few years ago. The Bouginefe, Wadjorefe, and Mand-
harefe are much attached to them, and affifl: them in the purchafe of fpices from
Ceram and other iflands. Their new efl:ablifliment at Balambangang gives them op-

portunities of connexion with the merchants and other individuals of the different

nations who refort to Paflir and Soeti, or have fettled there, and of drawing them over

to their interefts : and if they were to perfevere in their endeavours, it would be very

difficult to prevent them from obtaining a footing in Celebes ; efpecially upon confider-

ing what happened with refpeft to the little Engiifli floop of war, the Swallow, in 1768,
whofe itay at Macafler I mendoned in my former voyage ; and though the circum-

itances attending it, were contradicted to me now that I was at Macafler, it was in

fuch a manner as rather confirmed my belief in the credibility of Captain Carteret ; if

a little floop of twelve guns, with a fick and exhaufl:ed crew, was enough to caufe fuch

an alarm, what would be the event if a greater force were to appear in thefe feas*.

If

* When Captain Carteret reached Mncaffer, from the South Seas, his fhip's company were in a dying

, condition, and it was in order to procure refrelhment for tliem, and fhelter againft the approaching bad
nionfoon, that he touched there. His arrival excited the greatcil alarm, and all the iloops and vcfTtls that

were proper for war were fitted out with the utmoll expedition. He, however, thought to have been an
overmatch for their whole fea-force, had all his people been well ; but they were fo reduced, that a boat
'having been dlfpatched on ihore, the united Itrength of the remaining men was not lufficient to weifrh the

anchor, though a fmall one, in order to proceed nearer to the town. As foon as it was known who he
was, he was commanded, by a letter from the governor, " inllantly to depart from the port, without

coming any nearer to the town ; and not to anchor on any part of the coall, or peimit any of his people

to land in any place that was under the governor's jurifdidlion ;" and notwithllanding all his remonllrances,

and occular demonfiration of the emaciated and diltrefTcd Hate of the crew, the (hort and Hnal anfwer of the

deputies of the governor, who brought the letter, vas, " that they had abfolute and indifpenfablc orders

y from
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If there be any government among the Company's pofTeflions, tliat requires a chief
who is a man of knowledge and of (bund judgment, vigilant and zealous in difcovering
every machination and defign that are concerted in the furrounding kingdoms and pro-
vinces, it is that of Macafler. As thcfe qualities are feldom found in fuch perfons as
are raifed to the head of affairs from the defl-;, or other employments which have no
affinity with the art of goverment, it is evident that their adminiftration cannot but be
produdive of the moff; prt^judicial cunfcquences ; and, for my own part, I entertain no
doubt that there have been governors fent thiiher from Batavia, who have never
become acquainted with even the names of the greateft part of the nations with whom
they had to deal, much lefs with the various and intricate connections fubfifting between-
them and the Company.

I think it a radical defecl In the management of the Company's affairs, that fcarcely

ever the fecond perfon, in any adminiff;ration, fuccceds to the office of chief governor,
in the fettlement to which he is attached. He muff incontrovertibly poflefs more local

knowledge than one who only knows the place by name, and who has never affifted

at the deliberations of the local council. Yet the mode which I condemn is fo uni-

verfally adopted, that it muff even be furmifed to be a maxim laid down by perfons in

high authority, the motives of which it is impoffible to divine.

At the fame time, the government of Macaffer not being a very lucrative one, the
governors feldom wifli to remain long in it ; and they do not, therefore, take much
pains to dive deep into the knowledge of affairs-, each thinking that it will lall his

time.

Befides what the Company allow the governor out of the profits upon trade, and
the territorial revenues*, there are other private advantages, which help to make out'

his othervvife inconfiderable income. In the firfl: place, the colledion of the tenth of
the produce of the earth, at which the governor is prefcnt, one year in the northern, and
the other year in the fouthern provinces. Secondly, the yearly letting out to farm the
duties on articles of confumption, for a preference in which two or three thoufand
piafters are generally given as a prefent. Thirdly, prefents are likewife given to the
governor when vacancies occur among the petty kings of the oppofite iflands by their

fucceffbrs, to procure his favour. In the fourth place gifts are likewife offered by

from tlieir maflers, not to fuffcr any fliip, of whatever nation, to ftay at that port, and that thefe orders

they muft implicitly obey." To this Captain Carteret replied, that perfons in their fituation had nolhing-

worfc to tear tlian what they fuffered, and that therefore it they did not immediately allow him the liberty

of the port to purchufe refrefhmenLs, and procure (lielter, he would, as foon as the wind would permit,

in defiance of all their menaces, and all their force, go and anchor clofe to the town ; that if, at iall, he
(hould find.liimfclf unable to compel them to comply with requifitions, the reaionablenefs of which could

not be controverted, he would run the (hip afjround under their walls, and after felling their lives as dearly as

they could, bring upon them the dilgrace of having rcdud-d a friend and ally to fo dreadful an extremity. It.

wa- not till after he h.id begun to put his threats in execution, by getting under fail, and proceeding towards

ihe town, that a treaty was entered into with him, by which, alter much altercation, he was |iermitted to

go to the bay of Bontain, in order to procure the ncctHary fupplies of provifions and water, to crcfl an

hofpital for his Tick, and to find Ihtlter from the bad monfoon, till the return of a fit feafun for failing to

tlie weltward. Tr.
* The Dutch Company fiipply their eaftern fettlements with the cloths of Indufian at 33* per cent,

advance on the prime colt ; whatever they fell for more is the profit of their fervants. Five per cent, for

commilhon and del credere on the fie of ill .•rticles, is divided between the pfovernor and tlie fecond at

lilacaiTei ; the former his likeivife an allowance of/3C00 (about 275I. flerling) per annum, to m kc

good the expencc he is at in entertaining the native piiucc'S and grandees. '1"r.

Others,

9
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Others, upon his coming to the government ; as for example, by thofe of Bera, who

are obliged to prefent him with a new proa, made in refpeft to fize and fliape according

to prcfcribcd rules, and fuch as, being fent to Bima, or Sumbawa, fomjtimes fetches

fifteen hundred piafters. And others of lei's importance; the mode of obtaining which

is not known to me.

The other head fervants in the Company's employ, at this place, confifls of the fol-

lowing officers

:

The vice-governor, or fecond, who has the title and rank of fenior merchant. The
trade that is carried on here, chiefly relates to his department. He is at the fama

time commercial book-keeper, and has an ailiftant, who writes the Company's ledger.

As is cuftomary in all the Company's fettlements, the fecond in command is prefident

of the council of juftice, and of other boards. All his otllces, however, put together

yield but little. Mr. Van Pleuren, who had filled this (lation for eight years, allured

me more than once (and I have no reafon to doubt what this worthy man told me in

this refped, having heard it confirmed by feveral intelligent and unintere/tcd perfons),

that taking one year with another, his income had net exceeded five hundred rix-

doUars, or twelve hundred gilders, per annum, for the whole time he had been the

fecond at Macaffer. This fum might, indeed, eafily have been quadrupled by unlaw-

ful means ; as by receiving prefents, in the quality of prefident of the council of

juftice ; by giving undue preferences to Chinefe merchants, or others, in the difpofal

of the Company's piece-goods ; by winking at monopolies in trade ; and by other evil

means, which are fufficiently notorious.

The commander of the military is the third in order ; he has the title and rank of

fenior merchant.

Next follow the fliebandar, or mafter of the port, and the fifcal, who are both mer-

chants in rank.

The fecretary of police and cafhier, the winkelier, or purveyor, the refident of

Boele-combe and Bontain, the refident of Maros, and the foldy-boekhouder, or pay-

mafter, are junior merchants in title and in rank, and thefe, together with the preceding

officers, form the council of polity.

The refident on the ifland of Saleyer, has the rank of book-keeper, equally with the

firft interpreter in the Macaflfer and Bouginefe languages ; the latter was at that time

thought a very good office ; he has two affiftant interpreters under him.

To the military belong further, two lieutenants and fix enfigns ; of which laft, one

is commandant at Bima.

The lieutenant of the artillery is at the fame time fabriek, or infpc£l:or, of the

fortifications and buildings, and may, in certain points, be here confidered as

engineer.

The equipment of, and control over, the Company's veflels, which confift of ten

or twelve panchallangs * and floops, employed in cruifing along the coaft, in order to

prevent fmuggling, are vefted in an infpeftor of equipment, who has the rank of fea-

lieutenant.

The Company's trade here confifts chiefly in the fale of piece-goods, efpecially of

coarfe cloths, which are, therefore, prohibited to be imported by private traders. At
the time of Governor MoflTel, that is, in the beginning of his government, 1752, he
calculated that the yearly amount of the piece-goods fent to Celebes, was one hundred

* Country veffels, with one maft and a large pointed fail. Tr.

S thoufand
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thoufand gilders, upon which the profifs were eflimated at forty thoufand ; but as the

contraband trade with the Ei:glif]i has greatly increafed fince that time, and the

orders from Batavia for cloths have not been properly executed, with other addi-

tional influencing circumftances, this vent and the confequent profits, are much cur-

tailed.

" It is fo impofliblc," fays Moflfel, in his State of India, " to prevent fmuggling at

Macafler, on account of the many creeks and inlets of Celebes, which afford oppor-

tunities for a contraband trade, that I hold it expedient and neceffary that all private

trade from the Spice Iflands thither ceafe and be prohibited." This private trade, how-
ever, is continued as heretofore, at leaft to Amboyna and back.

U'his free or private trade is chiefly carri:'d on from Macaffer to Amboyna and Ba-
tavia in rice, flaves, tripangs, and the cloths which are made there ; from Amboyna
back fpecie is moftly brought ; and from Batavia provifions and fuch piece-goods as are

not prohibited. ,

The little that the Company draw from Macafler and its appurtenances confifls in

fapan-wood of Bima '', and fomecadjang. A fliip is, at prefent font thither every year,

which carries a cargo from Batavia, in the month of March or April, and returns to the

capital of India, by way of Bima and Sumbav.a.

Governor Moflel was of opinion that this expence might be avoided, as the neceflary

fupplies for the fettlement at Macalfer might be fent by the fliip for Banda, which calls

there for rice, and the Bima fapan-wood might be fetched away by the fliip annually

returning from Tcrnate ; while the flaves which the Company require for their own
fervice from Celebes, might be difpatched to Batavia by the veffels employed in the

private trade, for which a contradt exifts betw-een the Company and the free mer-

chants, but which is not now availed of; according to which fixty rix-dollars, or one

hundred and forty gilders per head, is agreed to be paid by the Company for the com-
veyance of flaves to Batavia.

That gentleman further calculated the clear receipts of the Company, at the time,

at eighty thoufand gilders ; in which fum were included the excife and cufl;om-duties,

with the territorial revenues, which were taken at forty thoufand gilders.

I cannot determine whether any diminution has taken place in the latter fince the

year 1752; but the forty thoufand gilders profits, which were then made by the

Company upon the trade in piece-goods, and upon opium, liquors, and other articles

of in-.portation, have undergone great alteration to the difadvantage of the Company ;

as at prefent Celebes is provided with the two firft articles in no inconfiderable quan-

tities, by the contraband trade of the F.nglifli ; and it is not without reafon, that

* In 1778, 580,0001b. Bima fapan-wood was fold in Holland at /.15 per icolb. (equal to about zCe.

per cwt.) ; and upon this article the profit is fuppofcd to be between lilty and fixty per cent. ; which,

however, ii icarctly noie than enougii to cover the charges of conveyance to Europe. In April l/ig,

the Kng of Siam, whence the Duteli iifcd to receive much f.ipan-wood, but the trade to which country

they had abandoned for fonne time, fent a letter to the government at Batavia, informing it that fanqnlllity

was rpain rrflorcd tlierc, and that Siam had recovered from the ravages of the Avanefc ; rcquelling, at

the fame lime, that the Company would re-cftablifli their failory, and that lliey would furnifh him with

one thoufand mufkcts. To tiic firll point an anfwcr was given, that the Lompriny could not ytl accede to

liis dtfirc ; and as to the f<cond, they fent him live hundred mulkets, iHpuIaling iliat their price (hould be

p;iid in fapan-wood, at/ij per picol of iijlb. or, if need Ix, in wax, at ihc cmrcnt rate of the day. The
Kiam fapan-wood would thus (land the Company, with fnif^ht. Sec. in aj tix dollars per picol, at the

liijihift, or/.4. 16. per loolb., and the rate at which the NlacalTir fnpan-wood was fold, as abovemcn-

tioncd, v,3bj 15 pet lOolb. But it does not appear that this .irliclc has, fince thai time, been prociirtJ

from Siam. '1 r.

VOL. XI. II apprehenfions
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apprehenfions are entertained that that enterprizing nation will endeavour to profeciife

it more and more, as they are now alinofl the lole mafters of the trade in piece-

goods from Bengal, and they feem to aim at eftablifliing themfclves likewife in tho

caftern parts of India. Yet the Company's charges do not decreafe in the fame propor-

tion with their receipts : it is true, that by the good management of Mr. Van Plcurcn,

in the concerns committeil to his care, the charges have been lowered thirty-three

thoufand gilders in the fpace of eight years, and in the laft year he reduced them even

to three thoufand gilders below the lateft memorial of oeconomy : but what can this

avail, if we confider that by the above means the profits have been reduced by one
half, and perhaps more, and that MacalTer is yet a lofing eftablifhment to the amount
of upwards of eighty thoufand gilders a year ; while it cannot be expected that all who
fucceed Mr. Van Pleuren in his office fliall equal hin\ in integrity, and fliall facrifice

their own intercft to promote that of their employers *.

The memorial drawn up by the above-mentioned Mr. Van Pleuren, for the improve-

ment of the Company's trade in Celebes and the oppofite iflands, feemed to me to be

a judicious and elaborate c(5mpofition. The chief point on which he infifted, was the-

prevention of the clandcftiue trade of the Englifh, and the reduction, under the Com-
pany's influence, of Salemparre, a kingdom whofe Prince is attached to the Englifh,

and has always refufed to become the ally of the Company ; for he would thereby have

obliged himfelf not to fuffer any other nation to refort to his dominions, againfl: which

he moll flrenuoufly objected, alledging that his country was open to all ftrangers who
behaved with propriety, and regularly paid him his duties.

When the eftablifliment is complete at MacafTer it fliould amount to eight hundred

Europeans f; but this number is not nearly complete, on account of the great morta-

lity on board of the Company's outward-bound fhips, by which means fewer men are

brought to Batavia than are wanted, and they are confiderably thinned by the un-

healthinefs of that place, and of Bantam, whereby not only Macaffer, but likewife

almoft all of the Company's pofleffions are in want of men.

Befides the Europeans, the Company have, in time of war, a great number of Ma-
lays in their fervice. Thefe people, who have emigrated in the fixteenth century fron:i

Johore, Patanee, and other places on the Malay coails, and have fettled tbemfelves here,

dwell in a fort of town, feparate from the Bouginefe, which is called after them Campon
Maleyo. They are under one captain, or chief, who is nominated by the Company,
They have always been infeparably allied to the Company, and have rendered them,

very fignal fervices both by fea and land.

The Company have given the ifland Tanakeke to their captain, for his u-fe. He
came on board of my fhip, with his brother, in order to accompany Mr. Van Pleuren

as far as the point of Tourattea : he appeared to me to be a peculiarly friendly and

epen-hearted man, and they both polfeffed much fenfibiiity ; for when they took their

lall leave of Mr. Van Pleuren the tears rolled down their cheeks ; they told me afide,

that they lofl in him their befl friend and benefactor. Indeed, I heard the fame a few

days before he went away from Macaffer from many others, both Europeans and In-

dians, who fincerely lamented his departure, as that gentleman had made himfelf uni-

verfally beloved, by his great affability and his generous difpofition.

* In 1779 the receipts of this government amojiited to /.63, 190, and the charges to fy^^,'! jj, leav.

inp a deficiency of/.I00,053, or about 9100I. '^'^''''''g- Tr.

f In 1776-1777 the ellabliftiment at Macaffer confided of 57 perfons in civil, and 3 in ecclefiaftical

employmenis, 13 iurgeons and afliftants, 27 belonging to the artillery, 178 feamen and marines, 502 foU

4iers, and 72 mechaaics; in all 852 Europeans. Tr.

9 The
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The Company have, for many years, allowed a Chinefe junk to come here, direcl

from China, every year, to bring thither the goods which nre exported from that

country, and which otherwife would be clandcilinely introduced into the ifland by
that intriguing nation, whom it would be impofiiblu to exclude ; and the Company's
cuftoms are now benefited by it, as, if I am rightly informed, every junk pays three

thoufand Spanifli dollars in duties. The pafles for thofe vclfels are granted by the

government at Batavia, where they are obtained by the chief of the Cliinefe nation,

who fends them over to the merchants in China, and for which it is faid that he receives

full eighteen thoufand rix-dollars *.

As foon as thefe goods are landed, every merchant, for there are feveral of them
who come in fuch a junk, expofcs his commodities for fale in a large houfe, which is

peculiarly adapted for that purpofe. This houfe is the daily refort of a great number
of people, particularly Macaflers, Bouginefe, and Wadjorefe, fo that the merchandize

imported is fpeedily difpofcd of.

Thefe merchants take in return tripangs, and Spanilh dollars, both which render

them good profit in China ; and they are generally able to obtain forty thoufand

dollars, as the governor here Mr. Van der Voort aflured me f.

On my former voyage, when I was at Batavia, I wanted very much to have feen the

infide of a Chinefe junk. Thefe are called here wankon, and as thore was one lying

alongfidc of my (hip in the road, I took the opportunity of gratifying my curiofity.

* About 3900I fttrling, Tr.

f Some judgment may be formed of the trade carried on by the Chinefe to the eallern iflands, frora

the fcUowiiig curious and interefting (tatemcnt of the outward and return cargoes of a Chinefe junk, from

China to Sooloo, an ifland, or rather an archipelago of iflands, north of the Molucca^!, as given us by the

intelhgent Captain Forrert.

" Lift of articles that generally compofe the cargo of a Chinefe junk, of which two come annually from
Amoy to Sooloo

:

" 2COO fJalangs (falvars of brafs), feven to a picol .

100 Picols iron, in fmall pieces like Bengal iron

S'igarcandy, a quantity, per picol . .

50 Raw filk, ditto

30CO Pieces black kowfongs, a kind of nankeen, per piece

5C00 Pieces konipow, white llrong linen

500 Kangans, tiienty-five in a bundle, called gandangs, per

gandang
200 Quallis, an iron thin pan, three feet diameter each

500 Ni-rts of quallis, three in a ncft

ijCCOjCoo Pieces chinaware, per hundred • .

2CO Pieces of flowered filks
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As foon as 1 came on hoard, with the company that were with me, we were received'

with great politenefs by the Chiiiefe chiefs, and tea, confeftionery, and fruits were fet

before us, previous to our taking a view of any thing. This vcffel carri^jd three marts,

of which the largeft and middlemofl was nearlv of the fl\me thicknefs as the main-mafl
ot my fiiip the Ouwerkerk (a fliip of one hundred and lifty feet in length), and it was
made of one entire piece of timber. The length of the junk, from the exterior of the

Ilcrn to the extreme point of the head was, according to my computation, one
hundred and forty feet. The hull was feparatcd hito as many different divifions as

there were merchants on board, each having a didindl place to ftow his commodities

in. The water was likewife diftributed in feveral rcfcrvoirs, and being darted in bulk,

v;as drawn up by buckets through hatches which opened in the deck. The furnace

for cooking was by the larboard fide of the main-mall upon the deck ; for thefe veffels

have but one deck ; and we faw the viftuais dreffed there, in i much cleaner and
neater manner, than is practifed on board of European fliips. At the Item were feve-

ral tiers of little cabins, or huts, made of bamboos, as well for the officers of the veflel

as for the merchants. Exaftly in the middle between thefe was the fleerage, and in

the center of it was a fort of chapel, in which their jofs, or idol, was placed ; they

bring every year a new one with them from China, which is then placed in their

temple, a«d the old one of the former year is taken away, and carried back to China

;

and they never begin to land any part of the cargo until the image of this idol, which
is made of gold, and is about four inches high, has been fent on Ihore out of the junk ;

both on board and on fliore they continually burn lights and incenfe, and in the even-

ing fome filver paper, before the idol. The rudder is not attached to the veffel by
pintles and googings, but it is hung in ropes made of cane, and is very different in

fhape from thofe we ufe. Their anchors are crooked pieces of timber, to which heavy
flones are tied to make them fink. The whole of their tackling, both cordage and
fails, is made of cane.

On the 15th of February my fliip's company were muftered by the fifcal and depu-
ties from the council of jultice of Macaffer. Thirty-one hands belonging to the Ihip

were left behind here in the hofpital, mofi; of whom were afflifted with bad ulcers on
the legs, and had not been properly treated by the lliip's furgeon, as the furgeon of
the place gave us to underftand ; we received on board, in their room, feventy-fix

other European failors.

The following day, at half pafl; feven in the morning, Mr. B. Van Pleuren, with his

lady and two children, came on board, being, by appointment of the fupreme Indian
government, of the 7th of November 1774, made governorof the province of Amboyna,
after having had the chief adminiflration as fecond of the government of Macaffer.

The ceremonies which were obferved on the occafion of his departure were as

follows : at half paft fix o'clock the governor of Macaffer Mr. P. G. Van der Voort,
with ail the members of the council of polity, thofe who were married being accom-
panied by their ladies, came to the houfe of Mr. Van Pleuren, in order to conduct him
to the pier-head, where he was to embark, the garrifon being in the meantime under
arms, and the drums beating a march : after having taken fome refrefhments, the
former walked with Mrs. Van Pleuren, and the latter with Mrs. Van der Voort, fol-

lowed by all the members of the council, from the fort to the pier, where a boat lay

ready to convey Mr. Van Pleuren, his lady, his children, and the deputies from the
government, on board. As foon as the boat put off, a falute of twenty one guns was
fired from the fort, which was anfwered by the Company's bark, the Moffel, which
was likewife deftined to go to Amboyna, with nmeteen, and by the other veffels,

both
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both thofe belonging to the Company, and thofe of private perfons, with a leffer
number.

When Mr. Van Pleuren and his company were on board, a falute of twenty-one guns
was fired by the Ouwerkerk, and at the Jafl: gun the flag was hoifted at the maft-head.
We fliortly afterwards weighed anchor, and fleering between the reef of Great Lyly

• and the rock, we faluted the fort with one-and-twenty guns, and were anfvvered wiih
the fame number: in half an hour afterwards, having got out to fea, the deputies froai
the government returned on fhore, and we faluted them with nine guns.

CHAP. XIV.— P'lf'ge to Amboyna.— Strait of Tanakeke. — Viczu of Bontain The
IJland Saleya:— The Bud^croons. — Propofal for fortfying thent. — View of the
IJJands Cabyne— Paffanganc— Bouton.— Account of the latter. — Contrail of the
King with the Dutch. — Extirpations cf Spice-trees. — Dangerous Paffhgc between
Bouton and the Toucan-bcfjls. — Dwaal, or Miflake-bay.—View of the' IfIand Bouro.— Account of it. — View of the Ifland Amblauw.— Of Amboyna, andftx of the Ijlands

belonging to it. — Strange Negled with refpeel to Signalflags. — Short Account of the
Bay of Amboyna.— Anchorage in it. — Ceremonies ufon the Arrival of the new
Governor.

AT three o'clock, P.M. we were conftrained by contrary winds and currents,
to come to an anchor clofe to the ifland Galilfong, where we lay that night.

The next day, being the 17th of February, we weighed anchor at daybreak, and
fct fail, fleering along the coalt of Celebes, for the paffage of Tanakeke, which we
reached at ten o'clock, and about eleven we had pafled the narrowed and mort: dan-
gerous part of it.

The fpace between this ifland and that of Celebes, is, of itfelf, large enough, but
the paflage is narrowed, by more than one half of the difl;ance over, by a reef which
ftretches out from Tanakeke towards Celebes, and by a funken rock, which lies about
half a league fouth-wefl from the point of Sandraboni. The depth in the palfao-e is

from twelve to ten fathoms. At funfct we had doubled the fouth-wefl extremity

of Celebes.

At funrife, on the following morning, we were abreafl of Bontain, which is re-

markable by its very high hills, being the termination of the range of mountains run-

ning through Celebes from north to fouth. At the fame time we came in fight of
the ifland Saleyer, and fleered for the point of Laffoa, which ii the fouthennofl land of
Celebes. In the afternoon we faw the Budgeroons lying eaft of us.

Thefe are three fmall iflands, which lie nearly in a line, in the dlivclion of north-

weft and fouth-cait. They aliuofl entirely block up the paifage between the foutheru

part of Celebes, and the northern part of Saleyer, the whole fpace between which
is about a league and a half. Tlie northernmoft and fouthernmofl of thefe iflets

lie, refpcdively, fo clofe to the point of L.afl'0.1, and to the north end of Saleyer, that

there is no paffage for fhips between them and the larger iflands, and not even for

fmall vcffels, but attended with danger ; they therefore pafs this flrait between the

fouthernmoil and middlemofl, or between the latter and the northernmoft of the

Budgeroons. Both thefe paffages feemed to me, by the eye, to be about three-

eighths of a league in breadth. The fliorcs of the middlemoft illand are perfcdly

clear all round, and fo very bold that there is no foundings with a line of one hundred
fathoms.

This
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This IS one of the moft dangerous parts of the navigations for fliips falling to or
from the Moluccas, or the fpice-iflaads, and there is no avoiding it without going
round to the fouth of Saleyer, which is a much more hazardous route, on account of

the great number of flioals and funken rocks which abound there, and are either not

laid down, or placed extremely inaccurately in the charts ; though I know of a recent

inftance of a Company's fliip, which was obliged to take that route, having been
•driven to leeward by the currents.

For this reafon, I am furprized that the Company have not erefted a few good
batteries, provided with heavy artillery, upon the middlemoft of the Budgcroons, in

order to block up this palfage to foreign vcflels, which mud fail clofe under this ifland,

and would, therefore, be forced to run under the guns of the batteries, whiUl they

would have enough to do to work their fails, and would not be able to return the fire.

The objeiflion which might be made to this plan, namely, that this fpot does not afford

any thing for the fubfiltence of the men who might be placed there, and perhaps not

even that moft necelTary of articles, frefh water, is eafily obviated, for the Company's
refidencies of Boelecomba and Saleyer, could conftantly provide thofe who were garri-

foned here, with every thing they wanted ; befides, many men would not be required,

for there could be no danger of ever being obliged to refift the attack ot an enemy
upon the ifland ; for it would be impoffible for a boat to land if there were any bat-

tery \ipon it.

As foun as we had come within two cables' length of the middlemoft ifland, in

order to pafs between it and the northernmofl, we were encountered by a ftroug cur-

rent fetting with the utmoft violence to the weftward, fo that we were obliged to aflifl

the lleering of the fliip by manoeuvring with the fails. The current ran with fuch

force, that although we had a (Hlf gale nearly aft, and the fliip feemed to advance

-upon the water full five leagues, we made, in eff'eft, little or no progrefs towards

getting through the ilrait. In about half an hour, however, the current decreafed,

and eight o'clock, P.M. we had cleared this dangerous paflfage, and fleered for the

ifland of Cabyne.

In the mean time, a fmall velTel, which had been difpatched by the refident of

Bontain and Boelecomba, with refrefhments for Mr. Van Pleuren, came alongfide of

us, while we were ftruggling with the force of the current ; there was the greatefl

danger of its being flove to pieces againft the fhip's fide by the violence of the rip-

pling, and the Indians who were in it cafl off the rope, and we thereby loft one of our
failors, who had been ordered into the boat to aflifl in handing over the things they

brought. As foon as the veflTel fell aftern fhe fteered for Saleyer, and we very foon

loft fight of her.

On the following morning at funrife, we faw the ifland Cabyne, bearing eaft-north-

eaft and eaft by north, eight or ten leagues : we were ftill likewife in fight of the coaft

of Celebes, and of the ifland Saleyer. We fteered for the fouthern point of Cabyne
;

but we were prevented by calms from coming abreaft of it till the 21ft of February,

when we alfo got fight of the iflands FafTangane and Bouton, which form the ftraits

of Bouton.

Bouton is a large, middling high, and woody ifland. It is a kingdom of itfelf, to

which the neighbouring iflands likewife belong. The King of Bouton is in alliance

with the Company, who pay him a yearly fum of one hundred and fifty rix-dollars in

new Dutch coin, upon condition that he fhould not only permit the extirpation by the

Company of all the clove-trees in this and the neighbouring iflands, but alfo afiift them

in
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in effefting it. For this purpofe the Company annually fend out a ferjeant, who is

ftylcd the extirpator, and who goes through the woods in all the iflands, and caufes

all the clove-trees which he meets with to be cut down. The King of Bouton is ob-
liged to provide him guides and interpreters, as likewife with vcfTcls, if he ftand in

need of them. But, as for fevcral years, he has been very negligent in fulfilling his

engagements, and has feveral times, upon various pretences, hindered the extirpator

in his fearch after the fpicc-trecs, the government in India have thought fit to withhold
the abovementioned pecuniary allowance this year, in order to try, by that means,
whether the fear of lofing this annual revenue (for one hundred and fifty rix-dollars,.

or three hundred and fixty gilders*, is really a confiderable fuin in the treafury of this

prince) will not fuffice to make him flick niore clofely to his contract, and be more
aclive in ailifting the Company to deflroy this rich production in his country, for the

benefit of Amboyna and Banda.

By the calm weather which accompanied us from Cabyne, till we were without the

Toucan-be0is, which is a dillance that is coninioiily failed over in one day, or in a

day and a half, it w'as not till the 26th of February that we could accomplifli this part

of the navigation. We had no violent currents, either for or againfl us, though we
met with fonle, but they neither held any regular courfe, nor did the moon feem to

have the lead influence upon them.

The paflage between the ifland Bouton and the Toucan-beflis is the fecond dangerous
part of the navigation for (hips going to the Moluccas, or fpice-illands. The channel

is, it is true, wider than that of the Budgeroons, for, by my calculation, it is about

four leagues over, from thenearefl part of Bouton to the wefternmod of the Toucan-
beflis, but the danger is of longer duration, by the numerous little iflands which form
the chifler called the Toucan-belfis, all of them either conneded or furroundcd by
rocky flioals, over and between which very rapid currents fet ftrongly to the eaft-

ward : a great and dangerous flat called the Hoefyzer, or Horfeflioe, lies one and a half,,

or two leagues fouih of them, upon which many vcflels of the Company have been

wrecked.

Along the fhore of Bouton, there is, indeed, no danger to avoid but the land itfelf,

but in the narrowed part of the pallagc begins a large bay, which runs into the land,

weft and north, into which there is much danger of being drawn by the currents

which fet into the bay, if the point oppofile to the Toucan-beflis be approached too

near in calm weather ; and if you have once fallen into the bay, there is no getting out

till the wed monfoon lets in again, and it may even be confidered a fortunate cir-

cumftance to fucceed in getting out then : fome of the Company's fhips that have beea
drifted in, have been five or iix months before their repeated at^, inpts to get out have

fucceeded ; and among other indances, when Mr. de Clerk wen; as governor to Banda,

he was detained a whole year in this vexatious gulph, before ho could profecute his

voyage ; our navigators have, on this account, given it the appropriate name of Dwaal,.

or Midakcbay.
The two principal of the Toucan-beflis iflands lie, by the eye, about half a league

north-north-ead and fouth-fouth-wed from each other ; I faw the northernmod, which.

Is the highed, at the didance of nine leagues ; they are inhabited by a people who do
hot fufFer any ftrangers, and efpecially no Europeans among them.

On the evening of the id of March, at funfet, w'e difcovered the ifland Bouro, bear-

ing eaft-north-ca(i full thirteen or fourteen leagues off by computation.

* 32I. 145. 6d. fterling. T».

Th":s
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This ifland is of an oval fliapc, the longed diameter of which extends eafl: and weft.

Part of its northern coaft is inhabited by a people who are fubjeds of the Company,

and arc governed by their Oran Cayos, who have each a dap, or deputy, under

them. The interior parts, which confifb of very high mountains, are the haunts of

the Alforefe, or wild mountaineers. The fouth coaft is now deferted, on account of

the continual invafions of the Papuas.

The Company have a fmall fortrefs in the bay of Cagely, at the north-eaft end of

the. ifland. A book-keeper, who belongs to the eftablifliment at Amboyna, is the

chief there.

On the 4th of the fame month we faw the ifland Amblauw, which lies about two

leagues fouth from, the eafl point of Bouro. It is but thinly inhabited. A corporal

and four men were formerly Rationed here to defend the inhabitants from the incurfions

of the Papiias *
; but at prefent there are no Europeans upon the ifland. It now be-

longs to the fettlement of Larike upon the ifland of Amboyna, whereas it formerly was

reckoned an appurtenance of Bouro.

On the 6th of March we weathered this ifland, and faw Amboyna at a diftance,

bearing eaft-north-cafl:.

The next day, at funrife, we were in fight of fix iflands belonging to the govern-

ment of Amboyna, iramely', Amboyna, Ceram, Kelang, .Manipa, Bouro, and Am-
blauw ; and an hour afterwards we likewife faw the ifland Bonoa ; we fteered for the

point of Alang, which is the weftern extremity of Amboyna.
About three o'clock m the afternoon we got fight of the enfign at the fadory of

Larike, fituated on the weit coaft of Hitoe, which is the northern peninfula of Am-
boyna, and on approaching Larike to within half a league, we were faluted by the fort

with thirteen guns, which we anfwered with five.

Hence we failed, at the dillance of a cable's length from the fhore, to the point of

Alang, where we faw the fignal flag of recognizance for my fhip flying, about five

o'clock ; this was red above, and white belov/ ; and on the otiier hand the fignal flag

which we fiiould have hoifted in return, was to have been, agreeably to the fealed

inftruftions given me at Batavia, one with three horizontal ftripes, red, white and
red ; but fuch a flag had been totally neglefted to be put on board at Batavia : the

like occurrence happened to me before, when I failed to Bengal, in the year 1769.
Of what ufe are fignal flags of recognizance, if one is unprepared to hoift the an-

fwering fignal ? A fhip's captain can never hinifelf take the neceffary care to be pre-

pared for them ; for the letter of inftruftions, containing thefe fecret-fignals is put

into his hands fealed, with directions not to open it till in a certain latitude ; as in this

inftance I was not to open mine till 1 had made the ifland Bouro.

Having got to about an eighth of a league from the point of Alang, the pilot of

Amboyna came on board of us, with a written order from the governor of the province

to pilot the fhip into the bay.

This bay, which is formed by two large peninfulas, Hitoe and Leytimor, connedled

together, to the eaftward, by a very narrow ifthmus, called the Pafs of Baguevvala,

and which conftitute the ifland of Amboyna, is, at the entrance, between the points of

* In March and April the Papuas of Neiv Guinea and the iflands Salwatty, Aroo, and Myfol, are apt to

affcmble in great numbers, and make war on Giiolo, Ceram, Amboyna, Bouro, Amblauw, and ns far as

Xulia bttTy. About the year 1765 the Papuas phindtrcd the ifland of Amblauw, and carried off many
of the inhabitants. In 1770, upon an inciirfion of a number of the Papua boats, who failed up the ftrait

of Patientia, which divides Eachian from Giiolo, the Dutch took the Kajah of Salwatty prifoncr, and he
was feut into banifhmeni to the Cape of Good Hope. Tr.

8 Alang
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Alang on Hitoe and Nofanipe on Leytimor, vvliich lie eafl and weft from each other,

fcarcely two marine leagues over, and it gradually narrows as it goes farther in. It is

only in fome parts of it that there is any anchoring-ground, and then it is at no more
than one cable's length from the fhore, in thirty and more fathoms water ; nearly the

whole of the remainder is without foundings, not even with a line of one hundred
fathoms : a conftant current likewife fets into the bay on one fide, and out again on the

other : this makes it very difficult to enter, cfpecially if you have not a leading wind :

if you are becalmed, which is not unfrequcutly the cafe under the lee of high land,

and get into the ftream that runs out to fea, you are foon driven entirely out of the

bay by it, and may be in danger of being drifted to leeward of the ifland, and thereby
of lofing the voyage entirely. The place where the Ihips anchor is clofe to the Ley-
timor fliore, under the guns of Fort Victoria, in twenty-five fathoms ; it is three-

fourths of a cable's length fi-om the fhore, and there is no ground a fliip's leno-th

farther out.

We plied to and fro the whole of the following night, in order to work farther

lip the bay, the wind being north-eaft, and thus in our teeth.

On the morning of the 8th of March, at daybreak, we found ourfelves about half

a league from the point of Alang, fo that we had advanced but little. The fmall

veflels, which are called corrocorros and orembays *, ten or twelve of which had

come to our afliftance in the night, to tow us in, had been of very little fervice ; for the

flighteft puft'of wind moved the fliip fafter than they could row or paddle.

At noon we were at the Laha, which is a point that runs out from Hitoe, one
Dutch mile from Fort Victoria : at two o'clock the deputies from the government at

Amboyna, namely, the fenior merchant, and fecond Villeneuve, and the fiical. Schilling,

accompanied by the lady of the latter, and the lady of the captain commandant of the

military, Van der Brinke, came on board, in order to congratulate the governor upon
his fafe arrival thus far, and to conduft him and his lady on fhore.

We foon afterwards had a frefh breeze from the north-wefl, which carried us at

three o'clock to the road, where we dropt our anchor in twenty-five fathoms, fandy

bottom. We faluted the fort with twenty-one guns, and were anfwered with the fame

number ; at four o'clock Mr. Van Pleurcn went on fliore, with his family and the de-

puties, in a country-boat, upon the maft of which a flag with a pendant under it, was
hoifted, and we again faluted with twenty-one guns.

As foon as His Excellency landed, he was received upon the pier by the ex-governor.

Van der V , together with the other members of the council of polity, with their

ladies, and paffing through a double file of native burghers, or mardykers, who were

drawn up before the gate of the fort, he went into it, and out again at the landgate,

where the whole garrifon flood under arms, and where likewife the Chinefe flood

ranged in order with their little flags, to the houfe of Governor Van der V . As
foon as he was feated, the garrifon fired three volleys, which was each time anfwered

* A corrocorro is a vcdcl fitted with outrip(];ers, having an higl\archcd ftcm and flern, like the points

of a half-moon. They are cliicfly ufed by the iiihahiiants of the Molucca illands, and the Dutch have

fleets of them at Amboyna, which they employ as guardacollas. They have them from a very fmall

fize, to above ten tons burthen. On the crofs-pitccs, which fuppoit the outriggers, arc often put, fore

and aft, planks on which the people fit and paddle, bcfidcs thole who fit in the vclTtl on each gunnel. In

fmooth water they can be paddled very fall, as many hands may be employed in different ranks or rows.

They are (leered with two commoodies (broad paddles) and not with a rudder. When they are high out

of the water they ufe oare, but on the outriggers they always ufe paddles. An orembay wc conceive to

be a fmall corrocorro, without outriggers. 'I r.

VOL. XI. K K by
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by a gun from the fort, as was alfo done upon the three volleys of the burghers,

after which, a few more guns were fired from the fort, which concluded the ceremony
of the day.

CHAP. XV. — Account of Amboyna.— IJlhmus of Baguewala. — Projcd for cutting

through if. — Abandoned ivhcn haf completed. — Dcfcription of the Bay of Amboyna,
— Its natural Strength.— Difficulty of Anchorage. — Roiid of Fort Vidoria. — Cur-

rents fetting in and out of the Bay.— Peninfulas of Leyiimor and Hitoe. — Their

Soil and Appearance.

THE province of Amboyna, which is the firfl in rank among the pofieflions of the

Company in India, becaufe it was the fird which was fubdued by their arms, comprizes

eleven iflands, both great and fmall, or twelve, if the little illand of Molina be taken

into the account ; thefe are, Amboyna, Ceram, Bouro, Amblauw, Manipa, Kelang,

Bonoa, Ceram-laut, Noufla-laut, Honimoa, or Sapparoua, and Oma, or Harocha

;

the three lafl of which are likevvife called the Uliaflers.

As, however, Valentyn has been very ample in his account of this province, for

which he had the beft opportunities, as he refided in it for feveral years, and, as his

work is to be met with in moft libraries *, I fhall confine myfelf to fomefhort remarks,

and to fome particulars which I thought worthy of obfervation, and committed to

paper while I was there.

According to my own obfervation, the middle of the ifland of Amboyna lies in

three degrees forty-five minutes fouth latitude, and one hundred and forty-five degrees

eaft of TenerifFe. It confifts of two peninfulas conncfted together by a narrow iflhmus

of about three hundred and fixty roods acrofs, which is calkd the Pafs of Baguewala,

from a village, or negree, ftanding near it, upon the peninfula of Hitoe, over againft

the negree of Hoetoemoeroe, upon that of Leytimor, which are the names given to

the two peninfulas conftituting the illand of Amboyna.
As the fmall veflels which go from the fort to the UlialTers, mull, on account of

this pafs, or ifthmus, take a great circuit, or elfe be dragged over it, Mr. Padbrugge,

the governor of this province, about the year 1683, formed a defign of cuttmg

through the ifthmus entirely ; nature feemed as it were to have pointed out the pro-

priety of doing this, by the branch of a little river which runs out of Hitoe, and is

called Maxta-paffo, or the eye of the pafs, by the natives. The work was begun,

from that place to the eaftward, right acrofs the iflhmus, and it would foon have

been crowned with complete fuccefs, had not two idle fancies have been the caufe of

its interruption : the firfl: was, that an idea was ftarted, that as foon as this cut fhould

be efFefted, the currents v^'ould fall through it with fuch violence into the bay of Am-
boyna, that the Kaaimanfhoek, or Alligators Point, which is a point of land projetling

far out from Hitoe, about the middle of the bay, would be wafhcd away, and that (hips

would in confequence be no more able to come near the fort ; the other was, that

the Amboynefe, who were employed in the work, refufed to proceed farther with it,

becaufe they made one another believe that in digging blood had been found to iflue

from the earth, which was an infallible fign of fatal confequences ; and however ridi-

culous the latter might be, it was not by any means pofTible to get them to go on.

* The work here alluded to is a defcription and hiftory of the Eaft-Iiidies, in Dutch, in five volumes
folio, ^ubliHicd at Amllerdatn 1111724. Tr. <

a The
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The former objeftion was fcarcely lefs abfurd, as it appears undeniably that the fea,

eaflvvard of the pafs, is not at all more elevated than the water in the bay of A:nboyna,
as the intelligent engineer Von Wagner, who has accurately furveyed both fhores, has

found, and allured me. There was thus not the leafl probability that the currents could

have fallen through this opening, and have had the evil effeCl which was io ground-
lefsly apprehended. This work of public utility, and of particular advantage to the

Company, was therefore flopped, and no one has fince thought of undertaking it

anew ; ahhough Mr. Von Wagner has even told me, that he has frequently demon-
flrated how eafy the cut could be completed, there being now no more than about

ninety roods of land to cut through, yet always to no purpofe.

The arm of the lea which is now included between thefe two peninfulas, bears

the appellation of the bay of Amboyna. I do not believe that there is any harbour in

the world which is naturally fo ftrong as this. From the point of Alang to -the Pais of
Bagucwala it is about five leagues, but from the point of Nouffanivel to the fame fpot,

fcarcely three and a half leagues, deep: the breadth is unequal; it is narroweil be-

tween the point of the Laha and the oppofite Galghoek or Gallows Point, where it

is about one Dutch mile over, and between the Kaaimans or Alligators Point, and
that which projects eait of the land of little Hativa, where, at low water, by means
of a rocky flioal on the Lcytimor, and a fand on the Hitoe fide, the pafTage is fo con-

tracted that adventurous pcrf'ons have more than once crofled it on horl'eback, although

the water between them is full eighty fathoms deep.

The diredion of the bay, according to that in which the two peninfulas lie, which

bend round and meet each other at the pals, is north-ead and fouth-v%'eft.

The point of Alang, or the weft point, on Hitoe, and that of Nouffanivel, corruptly

called Nofanipe by our feamen, or the eall point of the bay, lie about two leagues

eaft-half-fouth, and weft half-north from each other.

From the point of Alang, or p.ifl Lillibooi, to the point of the Laha, there is no
anchoring-ground at all, except clofe to the rocks which border the whole length of

the fliore, and upon which, eipccially in the eall monfoon, a tremendous high furf

continually breaks ; but juil pail the point of the Laha, there is an inlet, or bay (Laha

in the Amboynefc language fignifying a bay), in wliich a fleet of five-and-twenty fhips

can anchor in fafety, particularly in the weft monfoon, in twenty-five and thirty

fathoms, good fand ground ; the anchorage is about a piftol-fliot from the fliore, where,

in cafe of neceffity, fhips may likewife be careened. This was the place where the

Dutch fleet, under command of their admiral Stephen Van der Hagen, lay at anchor,

wien the day afterwards tliey crofled the bay and took the Poriuguele fort.

From this inlet to the Kaaimans Point, there is again no anctiorage, except upon

the edge of the before-mentioned fand, yet, in cafe of need, one might anchor near the

pafs, clofe to the Matta-paffo.

On the oppofite fhore, along Leytimor, there is, withnutfide the bay, about half a

league beyond the point of Nouffanivel, a reef of about one league in length, on

which one may likewife caft anchor, in cafes of neceffity, when apprehenfions are

entertainLci of bring driven pad the bay by the current, in twenty, eighteen and fif-

teen fathoms, fand ground. This anchoring place, which is of great importance to the

fhips bound to Amboyna, is not laid down in the Company's charts of thefe parts,

perhaps intentionally ; but it is inferted in that which is found in Valentyn's work:

1 alio faw it pointed out in the lall map which has been made in the bay of Am-
boyna. When I was at Amboyna, in the month of April 1775, I faw a Chincfe

veflel lying at anchor upon it. Between the reef, however, and liie land which forms

K K 2 the
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the point of Nouflanivel, the depth is again fathomlefs, and the fliore is bold and

rocky.

Paft this point, on the infide of Lcytimor, there is a bend, the deepeft part of

which affords good anchorage, in the eafl monfoon, but it is only quite clofe to the

Ihore. This is called the Portuguefc-bay, but I am ignorant why this name has been

given to it.

Thence, till paft the Galghock, or Gallows Point, there is no tolerable anchorage

;

but you then come to the Vrymans, or free merchant's road, which is juft paft that

point, whence a fmall rocky reef projedls out into the channel
;
you niuftbe particularly

careful not to anchor too near to the point, for worms are fo abundant at and near it,

that in lefs than a month's time not only the (heathing, but likewife the planks of the

veffei's bottom are completely eat through.

Upon this follows the road of Yon New Victoria, but here the anchoring-ground is

equally clofe in ftiore ; for direftly before the fort, and at one and a half cable's length

off, there is no bottom with a line of feventy fathoms.

From this place to the point of little Hativa the Ihore is guarded by an uninter-

rupted range of funken rocks, which prevent all approach, and from thefe to the

pafs, there is likewife no rifing bottom, except clofe to the fliore. In the middle of

the bay there are no foundings with a line of eighty, or one hundred fathoms.

The nature of this bay conftitutes the ftrength of the ifland. It is only in a few

parts of it that there is any anchorage, and then always quite clofe to the ftiore ; and it

would be a difficult matter for an enemy's fleet to enter it, and much more fo to block

it up. The Laha is the only place where fhips can aflemble, and this may be made
fo ftrong that all fear of its being availed of might be difmifled ; this has, indeed, now
been determined upon, as 1 fliall have occafion to notice farther on.

No rocks, or fands, are to be met with in this bay, fave thofe which have been

mentioned, and which lie near the ftiore.

As there is nothing of this kind to avoid, the whole art, therefore, of failing into, or

out of the bay, or of working into it, confifts herein, namely, always to keep well in

with the windward ftiore, and never to fall farther off" from it than midchannel. The
windward fliore is Hitoe, in the good or weft monfoon, and Leytimor in the bad or

eaft monfoon.

The currents here are not regular : neither has the moon any conftant or equal

influence upon the tides ; high and low water fometimes occur once, and fometimes

twice, in four-and-twenty hours ; the difference is from fix to nine feet : one or

two days before the full moon, the water is found to rile the higheft, and fall the

loweft.

It is a natural confequence of this deep bay, although at Amboyna it is thought fome-
thing very fingular, that when the current fets into it along Hitoe, it niuft run out, in

an oppofite direftion, along Leytimor, and vice verfa in the contrary cafe.

Both the peninfulas, as well Leytimor as Hitoe, are very mountainous : on the

former, the fummits of Soya, and on the latter, thofe of Capaha, tower above the

reft ; they are almoft entirely overgrown with trees and underwood, between which,

at intervals, fome clove-trees are planted and cultivated by the Amboynefe. Thefe
mountains, like moft others, are in general rocky, and covered with a ftratura of
earth, the depth of which is very various ; in forae places it is no more than three feet,

or lefs ; in others, it is twenty, or more, feet in depth : the foil is moftly a reddifii

clay, and in the valleys, where there are no rocks, it is a little more blackifii, and
mixed with more particles of fand.

CHAP,



CHAP. XVI. — Cliinate of Amboyna,— Monfoons. — Rivers. —Hills impregnated ivitb

Sulphur.— Soil. — Produ&ions. — Plants. — Herbs. — Trees. — Cloves. — Extir-
pations of Clove-trees. — Ciijiom of the Ambovnfc to plant a Clove-tree upon the Birth

of n Child. — Nutmegs.— Cultivation of Pepper and Indigo.— Sugar and Coffee
fnight like-wife be produced.

THIS, as well as all the other o.*" the Company's poiTcflions in the Moluccas, is

fituatcd in the torrid zone. Dui-ing the three months which I fpent at Amboyna, the
medium height of a Fahrenheit's thermometer was between eighty and cifrhty-

two degrees ; the greateft heat was ninety-one degrees, and the fevereft cold feventy-
two degrees; a difference which, in thefo parts, is fo confiderable, that if fuch
changes were to occur every day, it would, in my opinion, be exceedingly prejudicial
to the conftitution of the body : this is greatly occafioned by the high mountiiins of
Soya, at the foot of which Fort New Victoria, and the town of Amboyna are
fituated, whereby the rays of the fun are impeded from fhining upon thefe places,
till it has been three quarters of an hour above the horizon; and on the other hand,
at noon, when the fun is to the north of the line, as was the cafe during my abode
there, and its rays flrike againfl; thefe mountains, which form, as it were, an am-
phitheatre, it cannot be, but that the heat muft be greatly encreafed by the reverbe-
ration ; at leafl, when I was at the Laha, which lies in a level plain on the oppofite
fide, I did not perceive the exceflive heat which is felt at the fort.

The changes which occur, with refpecl to the weight of the atmofphere, are not
fo great ; during my flay of three months, they could fcarcely be faid to amount to

two lines, or to one-fixth of an inch ; neither rain, wind, or fine weather, feemed to
have any influence in this refpeft.

The monfoons are exadly the contrary here, to what they are along the iflands of
Java, Borneo, Bali, Lomboc, Sumbawa, the weft coaft of Celebes, &c. ; for when the
ibuth-eaft monfoon prevails at thofe places, it is accompanied by fine, dry, and pleafant

weather, on which account this feafon is called the good monfoon: whereas it is then
the bad feafon at Amboyna, Ceram, Banda, the eaft coaft of Celebes, and in the
countries and feas lying between them; it then rains almoft inceffantly, accompanied by
violent thunder and lightning, and fudden whirlwinds, to which I have frequently been
wiincfs at Amboyna ; but all this ceafes, and turns to the fineft weather, upon having
pafll'd the flrait which feparates Saleyer from Celebes.

Many rivers precipitate themfelves into the bay of Ambonia, from the mountains,
though they only deferve that appellation during the rainy, or bad monfoon; for in the

good feafon they are mere rivulets, and many of them are nearly dry. I was witnefs to

the remarkable difference occafioned in them by ihe time of the year ; for on my arrival,

when the dry ieafon was not over, the four rivers, which run into the fea, near the

town and the adjacent villages, namely the Way Tome, the Way Alia, the Way Nito,

and the Bato Gadja, or Kkphant's river, were, at that time, no more than rivulets,

in which there was fcarcely two or three feet water ; but at my departure, the con-

tinual heavy rains had fo fwclled them, that they carried away in one night the ftrongeft

and largeft bridges, thirty and more feet in length, that were thrown over them, or at

leaft damaged them very confidcrably.

Minerals are not met with here, though fomc of the hills yield abundance of good
brimftone, with which their whole furface is incruitated. There is one, in particular,

on the peninfula of Hitoc, which is famous ou that account, and is thence called

Wawani,
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Wawani, or Brimflone-hill. The hills likewife to the north of Soeli begin, as it is faid,

to yield fulphur.

A tough reddifli clay is found in fome parts, of which bricks are made, which are

as ^ood as thofe made in Holland.

Salutary plants and medicinal herbs are not wanting here, with which, I was told,

many diiorders and infirmities are cured. Aniongfl: others the boati * is faid to

have a fingular antifebrile efficacy. Then there is the cajpput-tree t, from the leaves

of which the hot and ftrong oil, called cajeput-oil, is diltilled. The fafl'afras-tree
J,

the bark of which yields the coftly Coelilawang §, and its roots the falfafras-oil. Not
to fay any thing of the clove and nutmeg-trees, for which this ifland and the Uliaffers

are famous.

The wood which is called Amboyna wood, or properly Lingoawood |], is moftly

produced in Ceram ; as is the Salmoni-wood * *, which is yet more beautful, but is too

fcarce to be ufed for building, the timber for which is moftly brought from Java,

though the Jati-wood 1 1 is likewife propagated here with tolerable fuccefs; but a fuf-

ficicnt

* Tlie Bor-nti, whicli (ignifies heart-fniit-tree, bfcnufe its fruit is In ttie fliape of a heart, is called by the

Teriiattfe Sonlamoo, tlcnoticig a panacea, or univcifal oiedicine, being held as a fovercigii remedy in al-

tnoil all difotdtrs bv the Iiidi.nis; its fruit is fo extremely bitter that it is generally called the king of bit-

ternef?. Valtiityn fjys, that, intufcd in b'andy, or other fpiiits, it is g'uid for colic, pleiiriiy, and other

difoidcrs; and that when tiled for an ague, four or Hve of the kernels are taken : it is alio id^d with fuc-

cefs as an antidote againft poifon, afline, in the firil inftance, as a ftrong emetic : 'i'hunbcrg fays, it is

ufed pounded, in the colic, both by the Malays and the javancfe. Tr.
•j- Malaleuca leucadendra. Valentyn defcribes four different forts ol cajcput, or properly caj le-pocteli-

trees, llgnifyiiig white-xvood-trees ; it is from the little cajoepoeteh-tree that the oil in queltion is dif-

tilled : Dr Thunberg calls it a famous and excellent oil ; when taken internally it is a great fudoiiric, and

five or fix drops is the largeft dofe that is given ; externally applied, it is excellent in all cafes of llifFnefs

or pally. 'J'r.

j Laurus faffafras, but a different fpecies from the faflafras-tree of America. Tr.

^ Corlit-lawang is the Amboynefe name of the tree, and fignifies clove-bark, and the Englilh likewife

call the bark by the fame appellation of clove bark ; it is of a greyilh caft, arid when upon the tree is

fmooth, but when diied it becomes rough and flirivclltd ; it is red within, and that taken from the

bottom of the tree has a lirong clove fmell and tafte, but higher up it is not fo ftrong, and i< more
aftringent ; it is dried in the fun, and mull be kept in an airy place; it is much moie ellcemed than the

M'sffov-bark. thinigh its flavour and fmell fooner decay. I he very excellent and pciietrating oil extracted

from this bark is almoft as fine as od of cloves, and poff ffcs the fame qualities: the Dntch Company
referved to themfelves the extraflion of coelit-lawang oil, and prohibited individuals Irom diililling it,

upon a penalty ot five hundred rix-doUars. Tk.

II
Of the Lingoa wood Valentyn defcribes three forts, the red, the white, and the lione-hard lingoa.

The red lingoa is a h gh and llately tree, with a thick trunk, fmooth fappy branches, and lung leaves

of a blight green colour Many limbs of the root appear above ground, and thtfe afford the moll beauti-

ful pieces of timber. The wood of the tree is whififh immediately under the bark, but grows red towards

the centre, and is of fo deep a tint, that it has by fome been tai;cn for red landal wood, though it is

much coarfer grained ; it has a pleafant fpicy fmell. and is fnmetiines made up into fniall articles; but,

together with the white lingoa, it is more generally ufed for ratters, and beams in huufes, and for all

kinds of carpentering. The white lingoa has a larger and longer leaf, the wood is of a much paler hue,

and of a more open and coarfer texture. Th.e third fort, or Hone lingoa. has a fmaller and rounder leaf,

and is a much harder and clofer grained wood than eithtr of the others ; it is fcldom met with but in the

high mountains of Ceram ; it is a very heavy wood, and fink^ like a Hone in water. The lingoa-wood

is fufccplible of the higheft polilb, and its beautiful appearance, when matiufatlured, is dcfcribed by
Valentyn in the moft ghiwing colours. Tr.

* * The Salmoni, or Salemoeli-tree, as Valentyn calls it, affords a mcft beautiful wooi! ; it rcfembles

walnut-tvee--,vood in colour, but is veined and variegated in a much handfomcr manner ; the planks obtained

from it arc fidom m 're than one foot and a half in breadth, though fometimcs fome are gut of two, and
two a d a h !f f et bi'>ad, and f ur feet long. It is alfo called baftard-ebony. Tr.

ft The iati, or le k tree, as it is called in the weftcrn parts of India, has its firll namt f om a Javanefe

word, fignil)ing duiaole. It is the piide of the eallcrn woods, and one of the highell and largefl trees

of



ACCOUNT OF CELEBES, AMBOYNA, &C. 255

ficient quantity has not yet been reared to fupercede the neceflity of a fupply of timber

from Java.

There are many other fpecies of wood, befides the above, the half of which I am
entirely unacquainted with ; they are amply defcribed by Valentyn.*

Of the producls of the country confidered as articles of trade, the firft rank is occu-

pied by its fbple commodity, cloves. The tree f on which they grow is too well

and too minutely defcribed by V-dcntyn, than tliat I fhould be required to do it here.

Two large crops of cloves never fucceed each other ; if the crop be one year very

large, that of the next year will be fmall : the firll generally takes place in uncommon
dry feafons ; and epidemical fevers are then very prcvalept.

When the cloves are almoll ripe, they muft be foon gathered, or they fhoot out in

a few days into mother cloves. The cloves which are dried over the fire, inflead of

of the foreft. There are two foits, which, by the timber they yield, are didinguifhed by the names of
male and ftmale; the former is the darkell in hue, and very veiny; it is cafier to be wrought than tlie

latter, which is paler and lefs veiny. Tr .

* " A conception may be formed," fays Valentyn, " of the great plenty of timber- trees of all kinds
" at Amboyna, for the con(lru:iion of fliips and houfes, and for the finell and moll coftly articles of
" furniture, from the circnmllance that Mr. Rumphius (author of the Hortus Amboinenfij) had pro-
*' cured a little cabinet to be made, which was inhid with nearly four hundred forts of only the choiceft

" and handfomelt woods, and which, togctlur with other curlofitics, that gentleman fent as a prefent,

" in the year 1682, to the great Duke of Tufcany, Cofmo the Third. If then there arc fo many forts

" of fine and cliolct woods fit for veneering, how many muft not the common foits be !" He particularly

defcrlbes a great number, among which are fcveral different fpecies of tl\e ebony-tree ; the iron-tree ; the

cafuarina ; tlie wild clove tree; the famatna tree, which is a ba Hard fort of teak; the nani-tree, which
yields a timber that is almolt imperifliable ; the Chimfc ufe it for anchors and rudders; it withltands all

weathers, and yields but flowly to the powerful agency of tire ; it is, however, on account of its hard-

nefs, very difHcnlt to be wrought : the cajiclauguittree, which has received the proud title of the tree

of heaven, or of the firmament, as it feems to lift its lofty and fpreading fummit to the clouds ; &c. At
the conclufion of his account of the trees of Amboyna, he affures the reader that the moft laborious exer-

tion of a long life would not fuffice to become acquainted with all the trees which grow on the lofty and

v?oo;!y mountains, the cxtenfive and impenetrable forefts of Amboyna, and that the vaft nua.ber

which ht has noticed, feventy-two of which he gives reprefentatious of, are but a fmall portion of the

whole. Tr.

f Caryophyllus. The clove is produced on a very handfome tree, fomewhat refembling a large pear-

tree ; iis llem is Ifr.iight, and at tlic dillance of five feet from the ground its branches begin ; the bark is

thin and fniooih, and adheres clofely to the wood ; the wood is heavy and hard ; the leaves (land two and

two oppofite, they are about a hand-breadth in length, and two inches broad, ])oin;ed, ribbed and reddifh

on t):e upper, hut fmooth and of a brigiit green colour on the under fide, they have a very aromatic

fmell when bruifed between the fingers. When a trte is nine years old, and has been well attended

fo, it begins to yield cloves ; they appear In the beginning of the rainy feafon ; they are then little dark-

green longifli buds, and become perftft cloves in ihape in the month of Augull or September; they

then turn yellow, and afterwards red, which is the time for gathering them ; if they are fuffered tore-

main three or four weeks longer, they fwell and become what arc calkd mother-cloves, which are proper for

propagation, or for candying, but not for drying as a fpice. The chives giow on feparate lialks, but in

bunches of three or more together. Valentyn dtfcribes four forts : that which he rails the male clove, is

the fort ufed for drying ; the female produces cloves of a pale colour, which aie the bell for cxtrafting of

oil; the king's clove is a very fcarce Ipecics, bearing larger and double cloves ; he mentions one tree of

this kind that Hood in the iflaud Machian, and a few others that were difcovered in 166S, and 1682, in

Hative and in Hitoe : the fourth fort are called rice cloves ; they are very fmall, but likewifc very rare :

the clove produced upon the wild clove-tree has no kind of fpicyncfs. At the time ot gathering the

cloves, the ground is carefully fwept under the trees, that none may be loll; they are generally pulled off

by long hooks. The ufual lime of the clove crop is in Oflober, and it lalts till December. The oil of

cloves is well known in the Materia Medica ; an huiulrid weight of cloves uled to be employed in former

times to procure a quait of oil, but that quantity is now drawn from forty pounds though it is in cou-

fequeuce not fo powtiful; the cxtradlion of the oil is llridly prohibited by ihc Dutch Company to all

individuals. Tk.,

ia
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in the fun, are not good ; thefe may be diRinguifhed by their colour, being more in-

clining to black, and that they bend between the fingers ; while thofe which are pro-

perly dried arc on the contrary not flexible, but brittle, and fnap afunder upon being

filliped with the finger ; they are alio of a reddilh caft.

Th^ crop of cloves depends much upon the temperature of the weather, in the

months of June and September. An after-crop is fometiuies made, but the time is un-

certain, and it does not often happen.

Although this fpice is not an indigenous production of Amboyna, but a native of the

Molucca iilands proper, whence it was brought hither fome centuries ago", it profpers

exceedingly well here, and efpecially upon the iflands of Honimoa, Oma, and Noufla-

laut, commonly called the Uliaflers, which, together with Amboyna, are the only fpots

where the Company allow it to be cultivated f, and they conflantly caufe it to be de-

ftroyed in every other place within their reach, efpecially on little Ceram, or Hocwa-
moehil

| ; exclufive of the extirpations which take place, from time to time, in the

fpice-iflands themfelves, in order to moderate the great abundance of the article, with

which their warehoufes overflow both at Batavia and in Holland.

Thus the fupreme Indian government ordered, by their letter of the 26th of De-
cember, 1769, that the number of clove trees fhould not be allowed to exceed

500,000 § ; and it was further ordered, in the year 1773, that 50,000 more fliould

be deft:royed, fo that at prefent (1775), after three extirpations, the number of clove

trees, as near as could be afcertained, amounts to 513,268 ; whereof

320,491 fruit-bearing trees,

104,866 half-grown,

87,91 1 young plants,

513,268

* A (Tiort time before the coming of the Portuguefe in Amboyna, the Cerammers of Cambello fecvetly

brought fome mother-cloves in hollow bamboos from Machian, whence they were propagated all over

Ceram, Amboyna, and the neighbouring iflands, and in the fpace of fifty or fixty years the whole of
Hoewamoehil was covered with them. This was told to the Dutch when ihey lirft came to Cambello,
and fome of the trees firll planted were fliewn to them, behind the hill of Maflili ; the memory of it is

likewife preferved in the traditionary fongs of the Amboynefe. The brave and enterprifing inhabitants of
Caitibello were rewarded for the opennels with which they (hewed the Dutch their treafurcs, by the

deftruftion of all their clove trees, and the deprivation of the fruits of their indullry and exertion ; the im-
placable enmity which they in confequence entertained for the Dutch, and their repeated attacks upon the

forts their enemies ella lifhed in their country, have been fligmatized by the Dutch writers, as a bafe and
wicked fpirit of dlfobedience, and an unjuft and cruel lull of blood and warfare ;

" fo that," fays Valen-
tyn, " it would have been better, if, inftead of extirpating their trees alone, we had, at the fame time,

exterminated this revengeful and fanguinary nation.'' 1'r.

f I believe too, that whr.tever pains foreign nations may take to propagate thefe fpice trees, in other
places, they will never fuccecd, except in the neighbourhood of the Moluccas, unlefs in fimilar countries,

iituated in the fame latitudes, which, like thefe, heated by fubterraneous fires, afford, by the adion of this

natural laboratory, fufficient heat to the fpice trees, to give their fruit their ftrong pungent and aromatic
flavour. S.

,

The clove tree has, however, been fuccefsfully Introduced in the Weft-India iflands, and though the
quantities hitherto brought from them, have been very infigniticant, yet their conftant increafe fuffices to
(hew that the culture is in an improving ftate ; in 1797, jjolbs. were imported to London from Mar-
tinico, and in the prefent year zoolbs. from that ifland, and 2,9Silbs. from St. Kitts. Tr,

X Hoewamoehil is a peninfula joined to Ceram by an iflhmus, called the Fafs of Tanoeno ; it was not
only very fertile in elove trees, but produced likewife large quantities of nutmeg trees ; of thefe laft, what
was called the Great Nutmeg Tree Forell, was deftroyed in 1667, and in another place 3,300 nutmeg-
trees. Tr.

§ One hundred and twenty- five clove trees are allowed to a plantation, or douflbn, as it is called by the
Amboytiefe, and of thefe there arc 4000., which makes the number of 500,000 trees. Tr.

4 Befides
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Befides 22,310 tatanamangs, which are trees that are not comprehended. In the clove
plantations, but fland intcrfperfed here and there, near the hoiifes. E^ery Aniboy-
nefe plants fuch a clove-tree when a child is born to him, in order by a rough cal-

culation to know their age. Although they do not oppofe the extirpation of the clove-

trees in the plantations, when the Company think it Ht, yet to touch their taranamangs^

would fpeedily be the caufe of a general infurredion among them ; this was manifeft

on the occafion of one of the lafl extirpations, when the extirpators ignorantly, at leaft

as they pretended, cut down fome tatanamangs. The whole country was immediately

up ; and had not the then governor. Van der V , fpeedily provided againfl: it, they
would have deftroyed all the other clove-trees, fet fire to their habitations, and flying

to the mountains, they would thus have withdrawn themfclves from their obedience to

the Company.
I have been affured that a clove-tree will continue to bear fruit for the fpacc of

eighty years*.

Befides the clove, nutmeg-trees likewife grow here with tolerable luxuriance;

but they are all deftroyed by the orders of the government, whenever they arc

found f.

In proportion as the clove trees were more and more eradicated, the government
at Batavia began to think on the means of giving the Amboynefe an equivalent for the

diminution of that production, as the crop of cloves brought but little money into

circulation, in proportion to the number of inhabitants, of which I Ihall fay more hcre-

* Valentyn mentions a clove-tree upon Hoewamoehil, that was known to be one hundred and thirty-

years old, and to have yielded in one feafon two bhars, or i,ioolb. of cloves. Tr.

f As we had no opportunity, in the fhort account given of the iflands of Banda in the firft volume, to

defcribe the nutmeg-iree, it may be well to introduce an account of it here. The myriflica mofchata, or

true nutmeg, is a handfome and fpreadlng tree; the bark is fmooth, and of a brownifli grey colour; the

leaves arc cliptlcal, pointed, obliquely nerved, on the upper fide of a bright green, on the nndcr whitifli,

and I'and alternately upon footftalks ; they afford a mod: grateful aromatic fcent when bruiftd. If a
branch of the tree be broken off, a fap runs out of it, which is of great prejudice to the tree; and it never

thrives well afterwards. It does not bear fruit till its eighth or ninth year. When it begins to produce
fruit, little yellowlfh buds make their appearance, out of which fmall white flowers are blown, hanging
two or three together, upon flender peduncles; in the centre of the flower is an oblong rcddifh knob,
from which the fruit is produced, though no more ihan one blolTom out of three commonly ripens to a
nutmeg. The fruit is eight or nine months arriving at maturity ; but blolToms and ripe fruit are (ound at

the fame time upon the fame tree, and the nutmegs are generally gathered three times in a year. The
fruit appears like a fmall peach, both in fljape and in colour, only it is pointed towards the llalk ; when it

ii ripe, the outer coat, which is almoil half an inch thick, opens and fhews the nutmeg, in its black and
fhining (hell, encircled by a network of fcarlct mace ; the outer coat is generally whitilh, a little hard, and

is very good prcferved in fugar, or flewed ; you then come to ihe mace, which is of a fine bright red colour,

and under it a black fliell, about as thick as that of a filbert but very lia'd ; it is opened by being firll

dried fucceflively m five different petaks, or drying places, made of fplit bamboos, upon which the nutmegs
are laid, and placed over a flow fire; in each of thtfe petaks they remain a week, till the nutmegs are

heard to Hiake within the (hell, which is then eafily broken ; the nutmegs arc then fi)rted and delivered

to the Company ; each lort is tlien feparately put in baflcvts, and foaked three times In tubs with fca-watcr,

much impregnated with lime ; they are then put into diltinft clofcts, where they are Ictt for (ix weeks,

to fweat ; this is done that the lime, by doling the pores of the nuts, may prevent their (Ircngth from

evaporating, and likewife becaufe fuch a prepared nutmeg is not fit for propagati )n. Some trees alFord

longer, and fome rounder nutmegs, but which arc of the fame quality the long ones are called male nut-

megs ; but there are likewife wild male nutmegs, which have little flavour, and arc not valued. The Dan-
danefe enumerate feveral forts of nutmegs; but they appear only varieties in the fruit of the fame tree.

The myrillica fatua, or wild nutmeg, grows in all the E.illern ifljnds ; it feems to have been this fort that

Forrell obtained at Dory harbour in New Guinea, and planted on the ifland of Buiiwoot : it is produced

likewife in the Well Indies, at the ifland of Tobago. An eiTcntial oil is e.\traclcd both from nutmegs and

from mace ; it is reckoned that three catti of Banda, making about feventecn pounds and a quarter Am-
flerdam weight, yield about a quart of oil. Tr.

VOL. XI. I. L after
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after. For that purpofc, His Excellency Governor Moflel propofed (in his Secret

ConrKlerations on the State of India, offered to the gentlemen in authority at home,

under the head of Amboyna,) to encourage the cultivation of pepper and indigo there,

as much as poflible, in order to furnilh a better means of fubfiftence to the natives;

but the little inclination which the rulers of Amboyna have fliewn to comply with this

propofal, and the little attention they have beftowed upon the fubje6t, or, as they

allege in their own exculpation, the indolence of the Amboynefe, have almoft wholly

fruftrated the attempts which have been made in this line.

The indigo that is produced upon Leytimor is thought to be much better than that

of Buro : a pound of the former ftands the Company in fix gilders *
; but it is very

little inferior in point of brilliancy of tint to Pruffian blue.

The government then adopted the mode of taking it by contrafl, promifing to pay

forty-eight Rivers for the firft, thirty-fix for the fecond, and twenty-four for the third

or worfl fort f ; but neither did this fucceed, while its failure is equally attributed to

the lazinefs of the natives.

The following quantities were delivei-ed to the Company in 1 748 and 1 749, accord-

ing to the report of Governor Roozeboom :

From Hila. From Bouro.

1748 - . 1851b. 28 lib.

1749 - 2oolb. 225|lb.

3851b. 5o6Ub.

385

In all 89 1 lib.

The cultivation of pepper in Bouro fucceeded no better, though the pepper-vine

it is faid grows very well there, and produces a large corn ; but which is not of fo

hard a fubftance, nor fo ftrong a flavour, as that of Bantam, or the Malabar

coaft.

I am much furprifed that the government has not hitherto taken any pains to profe-

cute the cultivation of the fugar-cane in the iflands of Amboyna, for it grows as lux-

uriantly, and as full of fap here, as in Java or any where elfe ; which I know by having

frequently feen and examined the canes which have been planted here and there by
the Haves for their own ufe. This would not only alleviate the poverty of the Amboy-
nefe, as their clove- trees are deftroyed from year to year, but it would, on the other

hand, be no lefs profitable to the Company, as the article would be conveyed hence,

without any additional expence, by the clove-fliips, on board of which it could be flowed

as a lower tier, and ferve for ballaft. Perhaps, however, this has never been put in

practice, in order that the competition of the fugars from Amboyna might not be of

prejudice to the fugar-works of Jaccatra, in which perhaps the gentlemen in the direc-

tion of affairs are interefled.

Coffee likewife grows here in fufficient luxuriance to encourage the Amboynefe
in the cultivation of it j and the quality of it is by no means inferior to that of

Java.

• About 118. fterling. Tr.

f About 43. 4d. for the firft; 3s. 3d. for the fecond^ aod 2S. 2d. for the third forti Tr,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVII,— Defeription of the Sago-tree, and of the Marnier in which the Sago is

prepared. — The Ela. — Sago-bread.— Gabbe gabba. — Atap,— Sago-woods of the

. Company. — Fruits.— The Sagwire-iree, and the Liquor drawn from it. — Animals.

— Deer.— Wild Hogs.— Babi-rou(fa, or Hog-deer. — Fijl^es.— Wonderful Stories of
the Aniboynefe. — A Fijlo called Jacob Evertfen. — Reptiles. — Snakes. — Domeflic

Animals.

THOUGH the clove-tree yields the richefl: produ£lion of this ifland, the fago-tree

is of much greater utility to the Amboynefe.
This produftion, which a wife Providence has beflowed as an univerfal article of food

upon the inhabitants of Amboyna, Coram, and the furrounding iflands eaft of Celebes,

(for on Celebes it grows not *, though it is again found in Borneo, where on the con-

trary, rice, as a primary article of food, is wanting^ propagates itfelf by offsets, or flioots,

which for a long time appear only like bufhesf, and which all proceed from the roots,

or from the bottom of the trunk of a full grown tree.

I fliall not fet down all that appeared to me worthy of obfervation on the fubjeft of

this tree, as Valentyn, in his dei'cription of the trees and plants of Amboyna, is ample

in his account of it ; but I fhall only make mention of what he has not noticed.

The ftem, vihen it begins to form itfelf out of the bufli, flioots up as ftraight as an

arrow, to the height of between forty and fixty feet, without any Literal branches, jufl:

like the firi and cocoa-nut trees, to which genus it likewife belongs, forming a hand-

fome crown at the top, which affords an agreeable fliade,

A grove of thefe trees, with their erefted fl:ems, which, when arrived at maturity,

confift of nothing but a fpongy and mealy fubflance, furroundcd by a hard bark, of

about half an inch thick, and their beautiful leafy crowns, have a very charming ap-

pearance, and form a pleafant and cool i-etreat.

I'his white, fpongy, and mealy fubflance is the fago, which fer\'es the natives in lieu

of bread \.

As the manner in which I have feen the fago pockelcd, or made into meal, differs in

feme rcfpefts from that which Valentyn relates, I fliall here fliortly particularize it.

A tree is firfl made choice of, the pith of which it is certain has attained its full

maturity, and this is perceived by its beginning to be of a yellowifli white cafl; jufl

under the foliage §, The fl:em is then cut through as clofe to the ground as poffible,

in order to lofc the lefs of the farinaceous contents.

When the tree is thus felled, it is cut through in the middle of its length into two

or more pieces, and the hard bark of each piece is fplit afunder by the infertion of

wedges; the fago then appears uncovered, jufl like the fpongy fubflance in our elder-

trees. They then make a certain inflruuient, refenibling an adze, out of one of the

• O'.licr travellers inform us that the fago likewife grows on Celebes, efpccially, and In much abundance,

at the bottom of Buggiicfs Bay. Tr.

f Yet ihcfe bii(hcs are about fifteen or fifteen feet In height. Tr.

X The fago tree docs not produce any fruit till it has loft its flrengih and is about to die, when the

branches likewife appear covcrrd with meal; it then | rodncos at the top a bunch of fmall fruit, like

pigeon's eggs which aie firll green, and afterwards yellow; the kernel is very aftringcnt. It dihghiB in

wet and moralTy fituatlons, and will not grow except in low giounds. It does not live above thirty

years. '1'r.

% They likewife f)melimes try it by chopping a hole In the tree, out of which they take fome of the

pith to examine whether it be ripe enough : if not, they clofe the hole again ; but cllc they immediatily

fell the tree, as if fufTertd to remain too long, and till it produces fruit, they know that the pith will

turn entirely into green filaments, and yield no fago. Tr.

L L 2 branches
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branches of the tree they have felled, with which they loofen the fago all round from

the bark, and reduce it to the appearance of faw-duft.

The whole tree being thus poekeled out the raw fago is put by portions into a trough,

like a canoe, and water is poured upon it, and well mixed with the fago, by which

means the meal is feparated from the filaments.

Thefe filaments, which might be denominated the bran of the fago, are called ela,

and are made ufe of to feed hogs, poultry, &c.
_

The water, thus impregnated with the fi\go-mea], having flood flill for fome time,

the meal fubfides by its own weight to the bottom, the water is then poured off, and it

is a fecond time purified in the fame manner ; after this the wet meal is laid upon fiat

wicker-bafkets to dry, and it is then kneaded together, and into little cakes of three

inches Ion"-, two inches broad, and half an inch thick ; finally, it is put into moulds of

the fame fize and Ihape, and baked over the fire till it is done enough, and becomes

dry and hard*.

The tafle of the fago-bread does not much vary from that of the caffava, or manioc,

of the Weft Indies, but it appeared to me to be more nutritive ; it is not unplcafant to

eat when it has been firft a little foaked, and afterwards fried in butter, yet it is very

difficult of digeftion.

The fineft part of the meal is mixed with water, and the parte is rubbed into little

round grains, like fmall Ihot, and dried. This preparation is not difagreeable in foups,

in lieu of Italian macaroni : the fago that is produced in Borneo is efteemed the beft for

this purpofe.

A preparation is Hkewife made of this fineft part of the meal which is called popeda,

and has much refemblance to the porridge of buck-wheat meal which is made in

Holland, but it is much more gelatinous. This is eat off of little fticks, which being

dipped into the popeda, take with them a part of it which adheres to them ; they are

then dipped in fifli-broth, and, together with a little fifh, conftitute the beft difh of the

Amboynefe, and even of thofe who are defcendants of Europeans.

A toma, or twenty-five pounds weight of fago-meal, is fold here in general for feven

or eight ftivers ; and an ordinary tree, which can commonly be poekeled from its

twelfth to its twentieth year, yields five or fix hundred pounds of it.

Befides the farinaceous part for food, the fago-tree yields other things of utility to

the Indians.

The ftcm or bark, after the meal has been poekeled outj is made ufe of by the natives

to form little bridges over rivulets, or little creeks.

What are called the branches, which are channelled on the upper fide, and convex

on the under, ferve alfo fometimes for the fame purpofe ; but the chief ufe which the

Amboynefe make of them is for the walls and roofs of their houfes, and for packing-

cafes, &c. This article is called gabbe-gabba.

The leaves, laced together, form what is called atap, and ferve inftead of tiles for

covering of houfes, and to preferve things from the rain ; but roofs of atap muff be

renewed every fix or feven years f.

Although

• The mould, or oven, for baking fago-bread is made of earthenware ; it Is -generally nine inches fquare,

and about four deep, divided into two equal parts by a partction parallel to its fides. Each of thofe parts is

fubdividcd into eicrht or nine, about an inch broad, fo that the whole contains two rows of cells, about

eight or nine in a row. The oven is turned firll on one fide and afterwards on the other upon the fire, and

the cakes are fnfTiciently baked in about ten or twelves minutes. Tr.

f The fago-tree has, like all the trees of the palm kind, a cabbage, which is eaten by the natives,

though it is not fo good or wholefome as that of the aneebong, or proper cabbage-palm. When a fago-

tree
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Although the fago-tree grows on almoft all the iflands of this province, it Is upon that
ofHoewamochil, or Little Ceram, that the largefl: woods of it are found, of which the
Company referve the property to themfelves, and annually difpofe of their produce to
their own emolument. The woods of Loehoe and Hanitello yielded to the Company,
in one year, according to the report of Governor Roozeboom, the quantity of one
thoufand and fixty-feven pounds. It is dillinguilhcd into three forts, which the Cora-
pany have refpedtively fold at the following prices :

The maha poctey, or befl: fort, at 1 rix-dollar per lb.

The majou baroe, or fecond fort, at J rix-dollar per lb.

The fcri boa, or third fort, at 4. rix-dollar per lb.
*

In how far now thefe fago-woods of Little Cerara are the fource of revenue to the
governor of Amboyna, I will not here examine into.

Fruits and vegetables for food or refrefliment are but fcarce. The fhaddock f, which
is by no means as good as at Batavia, a few fweet oranges, mangos |, mangofleens §,
the bilembing ||,

and water-melons, are almoft the only_ fruits, and they are not very
abundant. The few vegetables which grow here, require infinitely more attention in

rearing them than at Batavia.

The fagwire is a liquor drawn from a tree, which, according to the little knowledge
I have of botany, belongs to the fame genus with the cocoa-nut, fago, firi, and date-

trees. It is of the fame nature as the toddy, or palm-wine.

When it firft comes from the tree it is clear, and looks much like pure water. Its

tafte is fweet, but refrefliing. It becomes acidulated by degrees, and at laft turns quite

four, which, however, can be prevented by preparing it by means of a certain bitter

wood ^, which being put into it preferves it good for a long time : although it then

tree has been felled, the ela, or refiife, is frequently left in the woods, and the wild hogs fatten upon it ; a
kind of niufliiooms, which are much clleemed by the natives, grow upon the heaps of ela. The fago-tree

is even of benefit after it has been deprived of its pith, and lett to rot where it was felled ; for when rot-

ten, a fort of very fat white worms, called fago-worms, with brown heads, are found in it, which the In-

dians roall, and think a great delicacy. A computaiion has been made by Forrell of how many perfons

may live on an acre planted with fago-trecs. A fago-tree he allows to take up 100 fquare feet ; now the

contents of an acre are 43,51,0 fquare feet, which allows 435 trees to grow within that fpace ; but fup-

pofing only 30c, and that, one with another, they give 300 weight of flour, then three trees, or 900
weight, would maintain one man for a year, and an acre to be cut down would maintain ico men for the

fame time ; now, as fago-trees are fevcn years a-growing, 100 divided by feven will allow fourteen men to

be maintained for a year on the produce of one-feventh part of an acre, immediately, or on the produce of

a whole,acie, progreffively cut, onc-fevcnth part at a time, allowing frcdi trees to fprout up. By Dr. Forf-

ter's computation, ten or twelve perfons live eight months upon the produce of an acre planted with bread-

fruit-trees at Otaheite. Tr.
* The inconfiilcncy of this paragraph with what has gone before, mud be afcrlbed to fome very material

errors of the prefs, in numerical charaiilers, iu the original ; the quantity of 10671b. of fago h barely the

produce of two trees, according to what has preceded, and thereiore is palpably ablurd as applied to the

produce of the largcil woods ; fuppohiig it even ouglit to have been printed 106,700, it would fall con-

liderably Ihort of what that exprcllion would lead us to expecl, as it would then be no mjre than the pro-

duce ol about 200 trees. How, too, fliuU we reconcile the prices of t ], and I rix-dollar per pound, with

that of feven or eight (livers for twenty five pounds? No clue has been found in any of the writers con-

fulled to lolve theie difficulties, and there was therefore no alternative to leaving ths text as it (lands in the

original.

f Citrus decumaniis. % Mangifera indica.

§ Garciiiia mangollana. ||
Averrhoa belimbi.

^ For this purpofe the roots of a tree called the fofoot-tree are ufed, which occiifion a fermentatioa ia

the fagwire, and in about eight hours make it li: fur keeping. Tr.

lofes
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lofes its plcafant tafl:e, and turns thickeft, looking like orgeadc, or almond- milk, it is

efteemed more wholefome, and has an inebriating quality ; it is afterwards kept in

bottles well corked.

The tree which yields this liquor has always a faded appearance, with many yellow

dead leaves, which look much like thofe ot the fago-tree. One of thefe leaves, or

rather branches, is cut oiF, and the fagwire trickles out of it by drops, which are caught

in a bamboo, hung under it for that purpofe, and when this is full, the contents are

drawn off by a tap at the bottom ; this operation is called tyffering.

The woods are filled with deer, and with wild hogs, tlie flefli of which animals is

almoft the only meat that is eaten here. It is ufed frefh, faked, and dried : in the lafl

manner it is called dingding ; it is broiled a little over the fire, and eaten with rice : it

is a chief article of food of the Europeans, and the Amboynefe eat it likewife when they

can afford to purchafe it.

Among the wild animals, which inhabit the woods of the ifland Bouro, there is one
which bears the name of babi-rouffa, or the hog-deer ; it has been fully defcribed by
Valentyn, who has given us a reprefentation of it ; but it appeared to me, when I

compared the figure with one of the animals alive, that its legs were longer than they

are there reprefented *.

The bay ufed formerly to abound in fifli ; but they are not fo plentiful now, on
account of the violent earthquake of the year 1 754. Mod of the fiffi that are found

here" are peculiar to thefe feas.

Many very ftrange fifhes muff have been met with here, in the time of Valentyn f ;

and in this region of wonders, it is not fufficient that the really fingular produ(5tions of

nature are beheld and admired, or feared, but fuperftition has multiplied wonders upon
wonders. Inter alia, there is, fay the Amboynefe, and likewife the Macaffei^s, a mon-
fter that has its abode in thefe feas, which they defcribe as having a thoufand legs, all

of them fo large, that if it lay but one of the thoufand upon any veffel it muH imme-
diately founder ; and yet this monfter is believed to be afraid of a common cock ;

whence thefe poor fuperftitious mortals will never put to fea without having chanticleer

for a guardian angel on board.

There is likewife, it is laid, a large fifh near the pier-head at .'\mboyna, to which the

name of Jacob Evertfen has been given, and they pretend that it takes away one man
every year. I am not qualified to fay whether any fifh of the ffiark kind does, or does

not particularly refort to that fpot, altough many reputable people at Amboyna believe

the whole ftory ; but it is certain, however, that on the evening of my arrival here,

* Tlie habi roiifia, which is a Malay appellation fignifying hog-deer, partakes, as its name denotes, of

the rattire bnlhcfthe hog and of the deer. The chief fingularity of the animal confids in two of its upper

teeth bluing curved round, and, penetrating through the boneof ihe forehead, appear juft above the fnout

like two frmicircular horns ; they aie fomctimes fo far b^nt round, that they grow into tlie bone of the head

ar^ain ; it lias likewife twotuflvs placed in the under jaw, like other wild boars : the feraaie is without any of

thel'e projctfiing teeth : it has a foft thin (l<in, with fhort hair, and has no briilles ; the fiiout is more pointed

than ill at of the other wi'd hogs, and the tail is longer, with a bunch of hair at the end ; the ears are pretty

•fhort, and the eyes fmall ; its feet have each tivo long and two fhort toes, but the lore legs are much fhorter

than the liinder ones; thefe animals are eafily hunted down, but they frequently hurt the dogs with their

iowcr tn(l';s ; the upper tulks are too far recurvatcd to admit of their defending themfelves with them.

Their flcfh more refembles venifon than poik; there is little fat upon it, it being moJlly foiid meat. They
do not live, h'ke the other w.ld hogs upon fago and canari, a fort of almonds, but chiefly upon grafs and
the leaves of trees. They never aflbciate with the wild iiogs, and ivhen hunted they generally take to the

water, where they are very expert in fwimming and diving, and fometimes f*im over from one ifland to

the other. T r .

f Valentyn defcribes and gives reprefentations of five hundred and twenty-eight different forts of fifti,

jnoflly peculiar to thefe feas. Tr.

2 about
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about nine o'clock, a failor of one of the floops that lay jufl belilnd my fliip, on his

fwininiing afhore to fetch his pocket handkerchief which he had left, was fo dreadfullv
bitten by fonie fifli or other in the head that he died the fame night ; and he would
probably have been dragged to the bottom and devoured, had not immediate alliRance

been given to him, upon his loud cries for help, as well from my fhip as from the
other vefiels.

From lions, tigers, wolves, and other beads of prey Amboyna is free. The mofl
noxious animals are fnakes, of which there are feveral forts in the woods and fields,

which are amply defcribed by Valentyn.

I one morning, walking in the garden behind my houfe, found the oelar bifa nepis,

or thin poil'on fnake *, fo clofe to me, that I ihould probably have trodden on it, had
it not firft difcovered and hiifed at me, whereby I had jult time to retire from the

dangerous neighbourhood ; I caught it a little while afterwards, and preferved it in

fpirits.

The fnakes with legs appear to me to belong rather to the lizard tribe, than that of
fnakes. Among the fingularities here we may reckon the flying lizard,

1 fhall not fpeak of the other animals and infeds, crocodiles, alligators, gek-koss,
lizards, fcorpions, centipedes, nor of the very curious infetl called the walking leaf, as

they are all fufliciently defcribed by Valentyn f.

Of the domeflic animals, among which are enumerated buffaloes, cows, horfes,

flieep, goats, and hogs, the lafl-mentioned only are natives of the country ; the others

have been brought hither, as well by the Portuguefe as by the Dutch, from Java,

Celebes, and the fouth-weftern ifles.

1 he cows here give much lefs milk, and worfe butter than in Java ; the price of the

butter remains the fame as it was eighty years ago, in the time of Valentyn, viz. one
rix-dollar per pound.

CflAP. XVIII.— InhMtants of Amboyna.— The Alfocrcfe ; — Account ofthem by Rum-
phius. — The Amboymfe ; — Their Stature ; — Appearance ; — Temper. — The
Women ; — Their Lafciviovfnefs.— The Religion ofthe Amboynefe ;— Their Idolatry ;— Vice:.— Amboynefe Chrijiians ; — Their Superflition ; — Their Government.—
The Chinefe.— Account of a Chinefe Marriage at Amboyna.— Dcfcendants of Portu-

guefe.— Foundation and Extenfion of the Poiver of the Duchy here.

THE inhabitants of Amboyna, and of the adjacent iflands belonging to this govern-

ment, may properly be divided into four clalTes, viz. the Alforele, the Amboynefe,
the Euroi)eans, and the Chinefe.

Ihe Alfoers or Alfocrefe are, in all probability, the firfl and moll ancient inhabi-

tants of thefe countries; at the prefent day they (till remain feparate from the other

Inhabitants, and dwell in the mountains of Bouro and Ceram, where they live accord-

• Nearly twenty difTerent forts of fnakes are defcribed by Valentyn. Amonp them the oelar bifa biroe,

or blue poifun fnake, is the mcfl venomous ; it is no more than a foot and a hilf in length, Snd about two
inches lliick ; it is remarkably quiik, and its bite is moitnl. The oliar hifa ncpis, or thin poilon Inake, is

fcarctly a quaitcr of an incli thick, and about a foot and a half, or two feet in length ; its bite is equally

incurable. Tr.

f The inellimable work of Valentyn, to which the reader is fo frequently referred, is fcarce even in

Holland
J

it confifts of five large folio volumes, containing upwards of one thonfand copper-plates. The
trai flatoi is In polllfrinn of a copy, which he procured at much pnins and expence ; and would his limits

allow of it, he would be more copious in his txtrads from it, as it is a trealure locktd up in a chcll, of

which few baic the key, no traiillatioa having ever been made of it. Tx.

ing
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ing to their ancient cuftoms, and avoid all intercourfe with the inhabitants of the fea-

coafls, except when they are in want of fach articles as are not to be met with in the

interior parts of the iflands, which chiefly confifts in iron and fait, againfl: which com.
modities they give in barter the productions of their mountains.

The few which I faw of this nation appejired to me not fo dark in colour, and both

handfomer and more fmewy than the Amboynefe.

I met with the following account of them, in the defcription of Amboyna compofed

by Rumphius, which having been prohibited by the government at Batavia, has never

been printed, but of which a manufcript copy is preferved in the fecretary's office at

Amboyna.
" Mofl; of the Alforefe inhabit the wild mountains and interior parts of Ceram.

They are large, ftrong, and favage people, in general taller than the inhabitants of

the fea-fliores ; they go moflly naked, both men and women, and only wear a thick

bandage round their waift, which is called chiaaca, and is made of the milky bark of

a tree, called by them facka (being the ficamorus alba). They tie their hair upon the

head over a cocoa-nut fhell, and {tick a comb in it ; round the neck they wear a firing

.

of beads.
" Their arms are a fword made of bamboo, together with a bow and arrows.

" They are fliarp-fightcd, and fo nimble in running, that they can run down and
kill a wild hog at its utmoft fpeed.

"* An ancient, but moft deteftable and criminal cuftom prevails among them, agree-

able to which, no one is allowed to take a wife, before he can fhew a head of an enemy
which he has cut off: in order to obtain this qualification for matrimony, fix, eight,

or ten of them go together to a ftrange part, where they ftay till they have an oppor-

tunity of furprifmg fome one, which they do with great dexterity, fpringing upon the

unwary paffcnger like tigers : they generally cover themfelves with branches of trees

and buflies, fo that they are rather taken for brakes and thickets than for men ; in

this pofture they lie in wait for their prey, and take the firfl: opportunity that prefents

itfelf of darting their toran or fagoe fa fort of miffile lance) into the back of a paf-

fenger, or fpring upon him at once, and cut off his head, with which they inflantly

decamp, and fly with Ipeed from the fcene of their wanton barbarity.

" If they want to build a new houfe, or a new baleeuw, which is a kind of council-

hall, they mufl equally firfl: go and fetch fome human heads. They are not to be
• broken of this horrid cuftom ; and it is the only objection they make to embracing

the Chriftian religion, that they mufl: then abandon it ; for no one attains a higher

degree of fame and refpedt, than he who has brought in the moft heads ; and in proof

of his prowefs, he wears as many little white ftiells round his neck and arms, as he has

murdered men.
" The heads thus brought in are fhewn upon a ftone in the village, confecrated to

that purpofe, and are afterwards heaped together in dark groves, in the receffes of the

mountains, where they pradlife their diabolical rites, for they do not perform the

demonolatry they are addided to in any temples, but here and there in folitary places,

and in dreary woods, where the devil anfwers their interrogatories, and often carries

away fome of them, efpecially children, for three or four months, after which time he
brings them back again, after having prefented them with painted canes, to which
feveral little ftrings of Chinefe copper money are attached *.

" They

* Thefe circumftances afTume a more probable appearance in the more ample relation whicli Valentvn
gives of the religion of the Alfortfe. " They have (he fays) in Ceram, and elfcwhere, temples which

4 " they
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*' They fubfifl; upon the wild animals which they catch in tlie woods ; nor do they

even difdain fnakes.

" Their women are of a tolerably fair complexion, well proportioned, and alto-

gether by no means difagreeable.

" Among thefe Alforefe there is another kind of favage people, who do not dwell
in any houfes or huts, but upon high warinje and other trees, which fpread their

branches wide round : they lead and intertwine the branches fo clolely together, that

they form an eafy refting-place ; and each tree is the habitation of a whole family :

they adopt this mode, becaufe they dare not truft even thofe of their own nation, as

they furprize each other during the night, and kill whoever they take hold of."

Thus far the relation of Mr. Rumphius, who being a man of fome experience and
much reputation, dcferves credit in fome inilances.

I could not meet with any other intelligence refpe£ling thefe people at Amboyna, as

they are but feldom vifited, and flill more rarely by people either able or willing to

obferve and record what is curious among them.

The Amboynefe are alfo very ancient inhabitants of thefe iflands ; but the difference

of their make, and the rather darker fhade of their complexion, feem to point out that

they are not defcended from the fame progenitors as the Alforefe.

They are of a middling fizc, rather thin than otherwife ; their colour is nearer ap-

proaching to black than to brown ; both men and women have regular features, and
among the latter there are very many who are handfome : it feemed very probable to

me, that the country or the climate contributed much to this, though how or why I

cannot tell, for the children of Europeans born here are almoft all pretty, and much
more fo than in Java or at Batavia.

Neither the thick lips nor the deprefled nofes, which, according to our ideas of
beauty, deform the " human face divine" in other hot countries, are feen here ; but
on the contrary, and efpecially among the females, perfectly fymmetrical countenances

are the general characteriftic of the inhabitants.

They are indolent and effeminate, and both want and violence prove but feeble

motives to incite them to labour. Yet this is no more than is almoll univerfally the

cafe with all nations who bow their necks under a foreign yoke, efpecially in the

Afiatic regions, and other warm countries : and I think it probable, though the heat

of the climate is alone fufficient to produce inactivity, and a repugnance to every thing

that fatigues the body, that they had been flaves inureil to fcrvitude under the domi-
nion of ftrangers, long before the Europeans came hither. The fervency of the cli-

mate, united to the eafy mode of procuring fubfiflence from the fago-tree, and from
the copious fupply of fifli, which was formerly within their reach, in the bay of Am-
boyna, have been the caufes that they have never been obliged to have recourfe to the

fatiguing labours of agriculture, to adminiller to the wants of nature. Hence they

have eafily fallen a prey to the nations who aimed at fubduing them, as was manifell

they call march, and llkcwife toetoe-wo, made of gabbe-gabba, wliich Hand in the dcepeft part of the

woods, and under the darkcll trees. In ihtiii parents dclivt;r iheir cliildren, under twelve years of age, to

the prielU, to be inllru(!ttd in the fcrvice of their demon or god, and the priclls receive ilie cliildren, with-

out the parents being able to fee any thing in the temple, on aconnt of the almolt utter d.iikncfs that Dn-
vails in it. Immediately after they hear the moll difmal cries, and fee bloody pikes iticking through the

roof of the temple ; and though this would feem to denote that their children are muidercd, they receive

them back in three months. Each of thofe children then receives a painted ilick of thin white cane, upon
which fome tigvires are burnt, and to wliieh a few lliings of Chincfe copper coins are hung ; thty arc then

rubbed with yellow paint and aromatic oils, and lent .ibout the village to beg for gongs, clothes, and

othei things, for the chief priell." The remainder of the account he gives ot the Alforefe, though far

more copious, is perfectly fimilar to and confilltnt with that of Mr. Kumpliius. Tr.

vet. XI. M M in
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in the war with the Ternatefe, the Portuguefe and the Dutch. Neither were they at

all the caiife that the princes of Celebes have not extended their dominion fo far to

the caftward, for the three abovementioncd nations have always prevented it;

although at that time the kings of Nouilanivel took the high-founding and proud title

of " Kings of ten thoufand fwords."

The Company muft not, therefore, ever think that the Amboynefc would be of any
help to them, in cafe a foreign power were to endeavour to wrcft thefe pofTeffions from
them; for, were there no other reafons to induce them to look upon any change as

being for the better, their indifferent, indolent, and timorous dil'pofition would be

fufRcicnt to prevent them from joining either fide. It is true, that thofe of Hitoe for-

merly fhevved a little more courage in the civil commotions which took place in the

lafl century, when they fought for independence, as they could no longer bear the

oppreflion of their inhuman talk-mailers ; but in the cafe we have fuppofed, it would
be the fame to them beneath which European yoke they had to bend ; as, let the

event be as it might, they would always have to wear the chains of the conquerors

;

befides that, as attached to the Mahomedan religion, they are the fworn enemies of

all Chriftians.

The women, though they are not fo indolent as the men, are, on the other hand,

excelTively lafcivious ; they poffefs no chaftity either in a married, or an unmarried ftate,

and there is nothing that can reftrain them from fatisfying their paflionate defires. It

is very ufual among them that a girl gives proofs of her fruitfulnefs before marriage,

which is never the lead bar to getting a hufband; and, on the contrary, frequently is

a reafon for being preferred to others, of whom it is lefs certain that they are capable

of becoming mothers.

The Amboynefe were in former times, as the Alforefe are at prefent, idolatoi's
;

but the Javanefe, who began to trade hither in the latter end of the fifteenth, and in

the beginning of the fixteenth century, endeavoured to diifeminate the doctrines of

Mahomet here, and they fucceeded fo well, that in the year 1 5 1
5, that religion was

generally received.

The Portuguefe arriving here in the mean time, endeavoured likewife to make the

Roman catholic religion agreeable to the inhabitants, and to propagate it amongrt:

them; which, in particular, took place, according to Rumphius, in the year 1532,
on the peninfula of Leytimor, but thofe of Hitoe have, to the prefent day, remained

firmly attached to the Mahomedan faith, whence, in contradiftindion to the Leytimo-

refe, they are called Moors.

When our people came to Amboyna, and the Portuguefe were expelled from the

ifland, the proteflant religion was gradually introduced
;

yet the unpleafing refult of

thefe frequent changes of religion has been, as might naturally be expefted, that, from

blind idolaters, they have firfl become bad Roman catholics and afterwards worfe

proteftants.

The pradice of idolatry cannot yet be wholly eradicated ; this, added to the pre-

valence of the fuperftitions which difgrace chriftianity among the followers of the

Roman catholic perfuafion, and the almofl univerfal negligence and want of zeal of

our cc-lefiaflics in thefe regions, almofl entirely takes away the hope that the falutary

doftiinss of the gofpel will ever be deeply rooted here, and that the Amboynefe will

ever be cured of their deplorable blindnefs.

I cannot either fay much good refpeding their moral condud ; I have before men-
tioned that the women are univerfally unchafte, and the men are, in this refped, no
better. Theft is likewife one of the moft prevalent vices among the Amboynefe, and
they are not a little dexterous in contriving the means of pilfering ; I had twice expe-

I rience
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rience of their adroitnefs in this rcfpccl, during my refidence among them. Malice
and envy are predominant paffions in their breads, and are carried to great excefs

;

they envy each other the lead degree of benefit or profperity
;

yet this is feldom pro-

diidtive of public aflaffination or private murder among them, for being a pufillani-

mous and fuperftitious race of men, death is to them, more than to any other nation,

a king of terrors.

when thefe Amboynefe Chriftians go in their veflels pafl: a certain hill on the fouth

coail of Ceram, they make an blFering to the Evil Spirit, which they believe refides

there, in order that he may not do any harm to them or to their veffels. This
otlering is made in the following manner : they lay a few flowers, and a fmall piece

of money into empty cocoanut-fliells, which they fet a-floating in the water: if it be in

the evening, they put oil into them, with little wicks, which they fet a-light, and let

burn out upon the water : they are periuaded that by this means they have appeafed
the Evil Spirit, and that he will not raife any llorni againll them.

Valentyn has been fufficiently ample in defcribing their drefs, houfes, difeafes,

cuftoms, Sic. * to preclude the neceflity of my faying more about them ; I wiili only

to obferve that that writer has placed almoft every thing in the molt advantao^eous

The inhabitants of Amboyna feem, from time immemorial, never to have been
united under one head ; but, as the mod ancient accounts and traditions relate, each

negree, or village, was governed by its own chief. It is true, there have been, and
there are at prefent, unions of four or five negrees under one chief ; but they are the

lead in number : among thefe, the principal is Nouflanivel, whofe rajah, or king, has

three other negrees under his dominion.

Thefe chiefs are didinguifhed into three clafTes, or ranks ; thus, there are rajahs, or

kings
;
pattis, who may be faid to be dqkes or earls ; and oran cayos, which fignifies as

much as rich men. Their chiefs, however, do not poffefs an abfolute authoritv : every

negree has given as council to their chief, confiding of the oldell and mod rei'pectable

men of the village, who are called oran touas, that is, elders ; and the rajah, patti,

or oran cayo, of the negree is bound to confult with them at the caleeuw, or council-

hall, on all the concerns of the community. •

Every negree has likewife its marinhos, who do not aflid at the councils, but are

exalted above the commonalty, and ferve for exhorters and encouragers of the people

in ever)' public work.
Befides feveral little fervices which the common people are obliged to perform for

thefe chiefs t, the lad have likewife an income proceeding from the crops of cloves,

which the Company have bedowed upon them.

The Company pay, for every bhar of five hundred and fifty pounds weight of

cloves, fifty-fix rix-dollars, or one hundred and thirty-four gilders, and eight divers |

;

but of this, the planters receive only fifty-one rix-dollars, the remaining five

being divided among the village-chiefs, three being allotted to the rajah, patti, or

oran cayo, one and a half to the oran touas, or elders, and one-half rix-dollar to the

marinhos.

* In cliaptcr i, il. iii, and iv. of the fourth, and chapter i. of the fifth book of vol. ii. of Valcntyii's

" Oiul c-n nicuw Oft Indien." Tr.

t They are obliged to build the houfes of their chiefs, and tofurnifli all the timber, gabbe-gnbba, atap

and other mateiiah neceffary for the conftruftion, but the chiefs mull maintain tliem while they are at

work. Tr.
+ The cloves coft the Dutch Company, at Amboyna, full fix {livers per pound, or about 6Jd. fter-

linij. Tr.

M M 2 For
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For thefe and other rcafons, the offices above alluded to, are eagerly fought after,

and arc only obtained for a certain fuin of money, of which fome of the governors

who have ruled here in behalf of the Company, have not a little availed ; I could

enumerate fome who have come here with very little property, and in the courfe of a

few years, by thefe, and other means, have accumulated confiderable wealth, and who,
immediately upon their return to Batavia, have, in confequence, folicited leave from
the government to tranfmit large funis of money to Europe.

The fale of thefe rejcnlfliips is not, however, an innovation of late date ; for, from

the beginning, every oran cayo paid fifty rix-dollars for his nomination, a patti, one

Jiundred, and a rajah Hill more ; fo that the rajah of Noufl'anivel was even once obliged

to give a gratification of three thoufand rix-dollars.

The Chinefe who frequent this illand, as well as all the others in the eaftern parts

of India, where the Company have poflefTions, are not, however, very numerous

at Amboyna, becaufe there is very little trade, and fcarcely any agriculture, two pur-

fuits, to which, in general, that nation are very averfe to. If a calculation of their

number were to be made from the head-money which they pay, all the Chinefe would

fcarcely be found to amount to one hundred individuals ; but the frauds which are

pradifed in the declarations made in this refpeft, are the caufe that this cannot be

confidered as a proper rule.

They dwell here in a ftreet, which is called after them, where they keep their fhops,

with all forts of provifions, &c. for fale.

They are under the authority of a chief of their own nation, who is called captain,

and who has at prefent a lieutenant under him, which was not formerly the cafe ; but

one of the governors was induced to inftitute this lieutenant's office, by means of a

prefent of five hundred rix-dollars.

They do not intermarry with the Amboynefe, but marry amongft each other ; and if

it happen that they are in want of women, they take Macaffer or Bouginefe girls for

concubines.

In the month of April of the year 1775, a Chinefe youth came purpofely from
Batavia to Amboyna, to marry the daughter of one of his countrymen who
was fettled here, and was a man of property. I went to fee the ceremonies that

were made ufe of; I came too late to fee the beginning of them, which, I was told,

confiftcd principally in the throwing backwards and forwards of an egg into the wide

lleeves of the bridegroom and of the bride. I found them both fitting next to each

other in a parlour, with their eyes fixed on the ground, as if meditating on what had
been done, without fpeaking a word to, or looking at each other. An oblong little

table flood before them, covered with red filk, which was embroidered with flowers

of gold ; upon it were fet, before each of them, a little cup of tea, and three or

four little china diflies with confeftionary and boiled birds' nefts. The bridal bed was
in the fame apartment; it was likewife hung [round with red fiIk ; but there was a

partition made in it, feparating the place where the bridegroom was to lie, from that of

the bride ; the former, however, occupied about two-thirds of the bed. The bride,

who was a plump jolly maiden, nearly white, and pretty enough, wore a robe of red

(ilk, with long and wide fleeves ; a chain of gold hung round her neck, and down
upon her bofom : on her head flie wore a black bonnet, tapering upwards to a point,

and adorned with three rows of jewels. The bridegroom was drefled in a fimilar robe

of blue filk and cotton. They both kept their arms and hands conftantly tucked
into the fleeves. When the bridegroom flood up, he did it fo flowly aud cautioufly,

and without moving his eyes in the leaft, that he appeared perfeftly like an image of
wax, or an atomaton moved by invifible mechanifm.

3 The
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The young couple were forced to endure the repetition of this tedious ceremony for

three fucceflive days, and always in fight of their nuptial bed, before they were allowed

to perform the eflential rites of marriage.

There are flill many defcendants of the Portuguefe here, who, when their country-

men were forced to give up the dominion of the ifland to ours, chofe to remain under

the government of the Dutch.

The principal Amboynefe Chriftians flill bear Portuguefe names, which their an-

ceftors received at their baptifm ; but the Portuguefe language is lefs fpoken here than

in any other part of India, and the number of the abovementioned defcendants ot

Portuguefe is not Ifirge.

Our countrymen who, in the year 1605, under the command of their admiral

Stephen Van der Hagen, took, the caftle of Vidoria, which was the chief fettlement

of the Portuguefe upon the ifland, are now here abofolute mafters, as well over the

peninfulas of Hitoe and Leytimor, as over the Uliaffers, which comprehends

the iflands of Oma, Honimoa, Nouffa, and Molaria, and likewife over Manipa,

Kelang, Bonoa, the north coaft of Bouro, Little Ceram or Hoewamoehil, and fome

places on Great Ceram ; although a great part of the laft century was elapfed before

they were in full poifeflion of the coafl of Hitoe, as well as of Little Ceram, on

account of the oppofition they met with from the Ouimelahas, or Ternatefe gover-

nors, the king of Ternate looking upon part of thefe countries as his territory ; and

from the four chiefs of Hitoe, who refufed to be deprived of their independence, and

openly refided the arms of the Company. But thefe obftacles being now removed,

the Company have little more to do than to oppofe the attempts of foreign nations,

and to prevent a clandeftine trade with them, of which I Ihall fay more hereafter.

CHAP. XVIIL — Government at Amboyna.— Connfcl of Polity. — Revenues of the

Governors.— Vice-Governor.— Conunandant of the Military.— Refident of Hi/a.—
C/jief of Separotuj. — Ftfcal. — Chief of Harouko.— Refident of Larike. — Chiefs

of houro and Manipa. — Other Servants of the Company.— Allowance to the Corn-

fanfs Servants out of the Crop of Cloves. — Repartition of it amo7ig them. — Council

of Jiifiice.— Great Influence of the Governor.— Shameful Abufes.— Injiance of un-

exampled Cruelty and Injujiice.— Other Courts or Boards.— Clergymen and Eccle-

Jiafiical Matters.

THE general adminiftration of the affairs of this province is vefted in a governor,

who is appointed by the council of India, and is commonly one of the fecretaries of

the council, or one of the Company's fervants at other out-fadories j the fecond has

feldom fucceedcd to the command, the rcafon of which I am ignorant of.

A council is appointed to afTifl the governor, confiding of thefirft quaUfied fervants

of the Company, whofe advice and concurrence he is bound to have, in planning,

arranging, and executing all matters of importance, as is the cafe in all the out-

faftories ; but in how far the power of the governor is hereby circumfcribed, is

eafily deducible from the confideration, that he polfefTcs the power of difmiiring the

coiinfellors from the Company's fervice, and fending them to Batavia, where it does

not often happen that a fuperior is cafl in any dil'pute with an inferior ; and the in-

jured party feldom finds either redrefs or confolation, unlefs he have powerful friends

to make interelt in his behalf. Befides that fuch a governor is able by a thoufand

different means, and in indirect ways, to treat fuch as he is difpleafed with in lb moz'-

tifying a manner, and to curtail their income and emoluments to fuch a degree, that

they would rather thank heaven to be out of his hands.

But
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But this evil has, alas ! been of long {landing ; it will always be one of the moft
corroding cankers that confume the vitals of the Company, and will at lafl: bring the
fociety to deftrudion.

The revenues of a governor at Amboyna being but fmall, on account of the little

trade which is carried on here, and the confequent extreme degree of fraud and op-
prefTion that prevailed here, induced the government at Batavia, with the approbation
of the diredlors at home, to come to a refolution in the year 1755, to provide againfl

the growing evil ; and they therefore determined to give the governor a yearly addi-

tional allowance of fix thoufand rix-doUars, or fourteen thoufand four hundred
guilders *.

This, added to other emoluments which long prefcription has legalized, is fufficient

to enable the governor to live according to his rank, without his being obliged to put
fuch means in pradtice as one of the governors, whofe name I Ihall not here mention,
ufed to employ to double his revenues.

The vice-governor, or fecond perfon in rank, is a fenior merchant, and at the fame
time head adminiftrator, filling likewife, as is the cuftom in all the out-fa£tories, the

office of commercial book-keeper j he is alfo prefident of the council of juftice^ and of
the orphan-chamber.

The third in rank is the commandant of the military, who has the rank, title, and
pay of captain. He is the chief of all the troops in the whole province, the promotion
of all the fubaltern officers ufed formerly to be folely effefted at his recommendation

;

but the advantages of this office were confiderably curtailed by Mr. * * *, who even
publicly fold the places of ferjeants and corporals in the military for fifty, or one
hundred rix-dollars, both to the Amboynefe and to the Europeans, without the

commandant daring to complain of his proceedings, and it now yields but a poor
fubfiftence.

Upon this officer follows the chief or refident of Hila, who has the greatefl: part of

the north coafl of Hitoe, and Little Ceram Hoewamoehil, under his management

;

next to Saparoua, his dillrifl; is the mofl: famous for the coUeflion of cloves : he has a

good income, and the rank of merchant.

The fifth in order is the chief of Saparoua ; this faclory lies in the ifland Honimoa ;

not only that ifland but alfo Nouffa Laut, and part of Great Ceram belong to his jurif-

diftion. The firfl named iflands are very fertile, and yield more than half the annual

quantity of cloves which are gathered in the province. The income of this refident is

computed to yield only in amount to that of the governor.

Next follows the fifcal, who is equally a merchant in rank ; his duty, as every

where, is to take care that the property of the Company be not injured : he has like-

wife a concluding vote in the council of polity.

The fixth is the chief of Haroeko, upon the ifland of O.ma, to which alfo belongs a

part of Ceram : he is generally a junior merchant.

The feventh is the chief of Larike. This faftory flands on the fouth-wefl coafl of
the land of Hitoe, and the ifland of Amblauw, which formerly belonged to Bouro, has
lately been put under the jurifdidlion of Larike.

The Soldyboekhouder, paymafter, or garrifon book-keeper, is the eighth ; who
is, at the fame time, curator ad Htes, and prefident of the board of controul over
marriages.

Thefe eight, together with the winkelier, or purveyor, who, as well as the lafl-

mentioned officers, is a junior merchant, make the nine, who are appointed as a

* About 1300I. fterling. Tr.

council
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council of polity, to watch over the interefts of the Company in conjunftion with the
governor.

They have a fccrctary, who has alfo the rank of junior merchant.

Upon thefe follow the refidents of Bouro and Manipa, the cafliicr, the fecretary of
the council of juflicc, who is at the fame time firft clerk in the office of the fecretary

of the council of polity, the negotie, en foldy-overdraagers, or the writers of the com-
mercial and military ledgers, who are all book-keepers in rank ; and laftly, the comp-
troller of equipment, who had before the rank of fea-lieutenant, but now that of
fea captain.

To this province further belong four lieutenants of the military, and eleven enfigns.

In order to afibrd a better means of fubfiftence to all thefe placemen, a yearly

repartition is made among them, according to their refpc6livc ranks, out of the annual
crop of cloves ; and I fubjoin a ftatement of the repartition which was made in the

year 1755, agreeable to the regulation eilabliihed by the government at Batavia, on
the 31ft of May of the fame year, which will at the fame time give an idea of the
quantity of cloves annually colleded.

In the year 1755.

Faftories.
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tliat the greatefi and mod fliameful crimes of pcrfons of high rank, or of favourites>

remain unnoticed and unpuniflicd. I fliall adduce one inftance of this rank abufe of
authority, from which a judgment refpecling others may be formed.

The chief of a certain faftory upon one of the adjacent iflands, having for fome time

beheld, with eyes oi dcfirc, a young giri, fcarccly fourteen years of age, and remarkably
beautiful, who had been adopted by a jjerfon at Amboyna, and brought up in his own
houfe, gave him and his family an invitation to pay him a vifit. The man accepted it

with confidence and pleafure, and went thither witli his wife, his daughter, and this

girl. When, in the evening, the guells retired to refl, it was lb arranged by their

hoft, that the objeft of his licentious purfuit was conduced to a bed in a diftant and
folitary apartment ; there being, as it was pretended, no beds, or room, in or near

thofe occupied by her friends.

In the dead of the niglit, when all but the wakeful eyes of lufl were clofed in deep
rcpofe, this wretch ftole to the apartment of the innocent maid, whom he had thus

inveigled into his fnares, and completed his long-concerted fchcme of villany, by the

niofl brutal violation of her charms. The poor viiTxim of his luft was found the next
morning bathed in tears ; and fjarcely knowing that ihe wr.s undone, related the whole
exadly as it happened. The perpetrator of this deed of violence mod drenuoufly

denied the accufation, but he pretended that he very well knew who v.'as the raviflier

;

it was, he faid, one of his flaves, an Amboynefe, who had frequently before made ufc

of his mader's name to attain his purpofe, and cover his enormities. Neither the drong
denial of the flave, nor the mod folemn afleverations of the girl, that the mader, and
no one elfe, had perpetrated the bafe aiSlion of the night, could ought avail : the monder
added murder to rape ; and the wretched Have w-as tied up and whipped fo unmercifully

and inceifantly that he expired in a tew minutes.

As this man was a gentleman of rank, and one of the particular minions of the

governor, the matter was never enquired into, and all reports concerning it were
imothercd as much as poflible.

A kind of provincial court is likewife edablidied here, confiding in part of the Com-
pany's fervants, and in part of the heads of fome negrees, of whom the rajahs of

Nouffanivel and Soya are the fird, and follow in rank upon the members of the

council of polity.

The governor likewife convokes from time to time an alTembly of the native chiefs,

in which he makes fuch orders public as he may have received from the government

at Batavia, or which he may think nccefTary, and commands them to fee them executed
;

for example, when a certain number of clove-trees arc to be planted or dedroyed, and

other fimilar matters.

Befides thcfe, there are an orplian-chamber, a court of adignees for bankrupt or

intcdatc edates, a board of controul over marriages, and a court of common pleas.

The number of clergymen belonging to this government is, I believe, when com-
plete, fix *, viz. four at the chief fettlement and fort of New Viftoria, one at Hila,

and one at Sapoura ; but when I was there, there was but one, the others being gone
on a church-vifitation to Banda, and the foulh-wedern iflands belonging to that

government.

He that remained had been for a long time a journeyman bricklayer in the province

of Gelderland ; but his trade not fuccceding to his liking, he went out in the year

* On looking into tlic mcnioiial of Governor Mofltl, rcfpeiTling tlic gencrnl (l.itc of India, of tl)C jcth
November 1753, ^ peri-'cive that the number of clcri^'ynicn in tlic province of Amboyna, was then fcltlcJ

at three. S.

VOL. XI. N N 1769,
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1769, as krankbezoeker * to India; and, together with feveral others, he was fent

back to Holland at the expence of Governor Van der Parra, to be fitted for taking

orders, and he had returned the preceding year as a qualified divine, and had fliortly

afterwards been fent to Amboyna, where there was little likelihood of his evangelical

miffion being remarkably exemplary or fuccefsful.

As this perfon did not underftand the Malay language, and had alfo very little in-

clination to attain it, the divine fervice at prefent adminiRered in the Malay church,

was confined to the reading of a fermon written in that language, which was efte£led

by a krankbezoeker, who performed the office of clerk, and who was, as the above-

mentioned clergyman was pleafed to fay, when he had been fcarcely a day or two at

Amboyna, the only religious man on the ifland. However uncharitable and rafli the

expreflion of this opinion was, it is, however, a faft, that I met with very few people

here who had a tolerable knowledge of the doftrines of the reformed religion, or even

of the moral duties prefcribed by it.

There is a very confiderable number of nominal Chriftians, and who have received

baptifm, as well on the peninfulas of Leytimor, as at other places. By an annotation

in a refolution of the council of polity at Amboyna, of the nth of March 1774, it

appeared, that the Reverend Mr. Van Einbrug found, on a church-vifitation (which he

had, however, by fome obftacles been prevented from completing), in a part only of

the places belonging to this government, the number of twenty-one thoufand one

hundred and twenty-four nominal Chriftians, but only eight hundred and forty-three

church members.

The fuperftitious refpeft which thefe nominal Chriftians pay to our clergymen, and

a few outward figns of religion, are the principal marks by which they are diftinguiflied

from the reft of their countrymen.

Befides the regular clergy there are kranbezoekers, and likewife ftationary and
itinerant fchool-niafters, who are all paid by the Company, and inftruft the children of

the Amboynefe in reading, writing, and pfalmody, for which purpofe a fchool is efta-

blifhed in every negree, to which each inhabitant fends his children free of expence.

CHAP. XIX.— The Europeans at Amboyna ; — Their Mode of living.— The Women.
— Drefs. — Sedan-chairs. — Account of the Toivn ; — Streets ; — Churches ; —
Stadhoufe, or Town-hall ; — Hofpital ;— Houfes.— Springs ; — Rivers. — Garden

of the Governor. — Fortrefs of Neiv Vidoria ;— Its Adv.intages and Defeds.— Na-
tural Strength of the Bay. — Propofals for new Fortifications.— Other little Forts in

this Province. — Buildings in the Cajlle, not yet completed.— Expence of the Ercdion

of the Fort, Iffc.

THE number of Europeans, at leaft of thofe who have any quality in the fervice of

the Company, is fo fmall, that little can in general be faid with refpe£l to any peculiar

mode of living they may obferve. One thing, however, is immediately an objeft of

remark to ftrangers, and that is, that in the forenoon more ftrong liquor is drank,

either anMck or geneva, than at Batavia, or in the weft of India, though at MacafTer

it is almofl the fame ; ten or twelve drams is not an uncommon whet in a morning at

Amboyna ; and on fetting down to dinner, a glafs of fpirits is the firft thing prefented

to the guefts to ftrengthen the ftomach, and raife an appetite.

* Krankbezoeker is perfeflly fynonimous with zlekcntroofter, for an explanation of which term fee tlie

note to page 51 5 of the firft volume; the former is literally "avifitor of the fick," as ziekentroofter is a
" comforter of the fick." Tr.

8 I found
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I found little pleafurc or fociability here ; which, I was told, was to be afcribed to

the late governor, whofe dirtruftful temper made him look upon all focial meetings

with jealoufy ; this did not feem improbable to me, as I found that a fliorr time before

he left the illand, and when he was not an objedt of apprehenfion or hope, as before,

both focial intercourfe and innocent gaiety became daily more prevalent, which
afforded much fatisfaclion to the new governor.

The common Europeans, both foldiers and mechanics, have very little opportunity

of earning any money here, and their pay affords them little elfe than fago, and at moll

rice, with a little fifh, for food, and water, fagvvire, or arrack, for drink. The foldiers

make a very fliabby appearance ; their uniform is made of blue linen, and hangs in

tatters about them, without fiioes or ftockings, excepting, indeed, the body-guards of

the governor : they attend the parade bare-footed, and are badly difciplined ; to this

picture may be added, an unhealthy, dropfical, and feeble habit of body, occafioned by
the immoderate ufe of fagwire, to which, too, is attributed the circumltance of their

all having fwoln and ulcerated legs ; though this latter complaint is as rife among the

failors and mechanics as among the military: their number is never complete, not-

withftanding the fupplies that are fent every year from Batavia.

There are very few women here born -of European fathers and mothers ; but there

are a great number of a mixed race, as many Europeans take Indian women for concu-

bines, whofe children are afterwards legitimated, and incorporated into the European
nation *.

Married women live here very retired ; they do not often mix in company with the

men, and ftill more feldom enter into converfation with them ; every thing that is

addreffed to them is anfwered by a fmgle affirmative or negative. I was told, that

being always accuflomed to fpeak the Malay tongue, they felt awkward, and were

apprehenfive of expreffmg themfelves wrong in the Dutch
;

yet I obierved the fame

referve, and want of power to carry on a converfation when they were fpeaking in the

Malay language, as vi-hen they were addreffed in Dutch. Society is, then, here divided

mto male and female, by which, in my opinion, all company is rendered dull, formal

and difagreeable.

The drefs of the ladies is like that of thofe at Batavia. The men drcfs in the Euro-

pean falhion, with this peculiarity however, that the greatefl contrail in colours is fought

after, for indance, blue fdk breeches, with fcarlet waiftcoat, and black or dark brown
coats, and vice vcrfa.

No carriages are feen here ; indeed there are no roads fit for them, for the country

is every where both mountainous and rocky, fo that it can even fcarccly be traverfed on
horfeback. A fort of fedan-chairs arc made ufe of in the room of carriages, with

which the Amboynefe run up and down the mofl dangerous paths in the mountains,

without there being hardly a fingle example of their letting them fall, or overturn-

ing them.

The town of Amboyna, if a place without gates or walls may dcferve that name,

lies on the peninfula of Leytimor, at the north-well fide, about half way between the

point of Nouffanivel and the pafs of Bagucwala, in a floping plain at the foot of the

mountains of Soya, which furround it behind, and end at the Rooden-bcrg, or Red
hill, about two hundred and twenty roods, eaft-north-eafl from the caftle.

• At Amboyna, the children of European fathers and Indian mothers arc called Mixticcs, \'/ho are of

an oh've compkxion ; the children of a Mixtice and an European are called Pocllices ; and tliofc of a Poef-

ticc and an European are Callicts, who arc nearly as fair as Europeans ; afur whicli no dillin<ilioa is made »

but the children proceeding fFom further unions are reckoned among the Europeans. Tr.

N N a The
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The town itfelf, without the adjacent negrees, which may be confulered as fuburbs*-

forms an oblong, irregular fquare, bounded by the Bato gadja, or Elephant's river, on

one fide, and the Way tomo on the other. According to the plan of the town made
and delineated in the year 1718, fince which time no material alterations have been

made in it, its length is full three hundred roods, from north-eaft to fouth-welt, and its

breadth full one hundred, from the bfiy, fouth-caftward.

The interfcftions, called ftreets, crois each other at right angles ; many of them are

pi'etty wide, but none of them are paved.

Of the public buildings, the Dutch and Malay churches were both much damaged.

and nearly deftroycd by the violent earthquake of the year 1755 ; the former in fo tar,

that it was forced to be wholly pulled down, in order to be entirely rebuilt : in this

work, however, little progrtfs had been made, when I was there, and fervice was,

in the mean time, performed under a (hed, built of gabbe-gabbas, and covered with

atap : the Malay church was fplit in fuch a manner from top to bottom, that for many
years it has not been feafible to perform any fervice in it, which is now done on Sun-

day afternoon in the fiied appointed to ferve as a fubftitute for the Dutch church.

The ftadhoufe, or town-hall is likewife an old and ruinous building ; behind it is a

large fquare area, round which are many little apartments, which lerve for places of

confinement for prifoners.

The hofpital ftands juft out of the town, on the other fide of the Way tomo. It

was entirely rebuilt a few years ago. Near it is a houfe appointed for the refidence

of the fuperintendant of the hofpital. This hofpital is one of the beft, and fitted for

the purpofe, belonging to our Company, which I have feen in India : the building is a

ven' good one, the fick are well treated in it ; and by the excellent attention of the

prefent fuperintendant, Mr. Hengeveld, they are kept extremely clean and neat.

The houfe of the governor, which was formerly the Company's cloth warehoufe,

and is ftill known by that name in their books, has not nmch to recommend it 5 its

appearance is meaii, and there are few, and thofe very indifferent, rooms in it.

The houfes are, in general, of one ftory, many of them are built of wood, and al-

moft all are covered with atap ; this mode of building is adopted becaufe of the dread-

ful and frequent earthquakes to which this country is fubjed. The houfes are com-

modious enough, according to the cuflom of the country, but have not 'a very elegant

appearance. Inffead of glafs, frames of matted cane are ufed for the fake of air, and

likewife, I believe, not a little in order to fave expence. Mofl of them have little

gardens, or large fquare yards behind them, in which there is commonly a well of

very good water.

Springs are very numerous here : going only along the fhores of the bay, and fcoop-

ing, where there is the leaft bit of beach, a little hole with one's hand in the fand, it is

immediately filled with fweet frefli water, and that even fometimes at no greater dif-

tance than five or fix feet from the fait water. This owes its caufe, in all probability,

to the nature of the foil, which is every where porous and fandy, and imbibes the ram
almofl as foon as it has fallen. I have feen that in moft places, after the mod inceflant

and violent rains, which laded three days, and raifed torrents of water rudiing through

the town, there have been no ^ ifible marks left, at the end of only two hours, of its

having rained at all : and I was aflured that it was exactly the fame cafe, when the

rains continued for three or four weeks, as frequently happened during the bad

monfoons.

The rivers which run along or through the town, or the adjacent negrees, are the

Bato gadja, or Elephant's river ; the Way tomo, which runs between the town to the

fouth-
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fouth-weft, and the negrees Soya and Mandhika to the north-eafl: ; the Way nitoe,

which di\'ides the negrce of Italong in two ; and the Way atlat, which runs between
this lad and the Moorifii negree.

The three firft have their fource in the mountains of Soya, and the hifl dcfcends

chiefly from the Roodenberg.
I have before obfervsd that thefe rivers in the good monfoons, or dry feafons, can

only be looked upon as little rivulets, moirtening but a fmall part of their beds ; but

that in the bad monfoons, or rainy feafons, they fwell up to a confiderable height, and
run with fuch force and rapidity, upon the rain continuing any time, that they carry

away all before them, and even the bridges which are built over them.

Jufl above the town, upon the Bato gadja, a garden has been laid out, and a good
houfe built by Governor Van der Stel, at the expence of the Company, which very

much refembles that called Vengleegen, which his brother, when governor at the Cape
of Good Hope, made in Hottentot Holland, alfo at the expence of the Company.
This is the only garden of confideration that I faw at Amboyna, though there are here

and there a few others which are called gardens, but which folcly confifl: of a wood of

fago trees, and a plantation of cocoa-nut trees ; that, however, of Hativc excepted,

w hich at prefcnt belongs to the engineer Van Wagner, and which may be called a

handfome piece of ground for Amboyna..

As the keeping of the firft-mentioned gartlen was a confiderable annual expence to the

Company, the government at Batavia thought fit, in the year 1 769, to transfer the fame

to the governor for the time being, for a certain fum of money, for which his fucceffor

is obliged, in his turn, to take it over : Mr. Van der V paid, if I am not millaken,

two thoufand rix-dollars * for it to the Company.
Near it is a menage rie, in which are kept, among others, fome very beautiful

fpecklcd deer.

The governors generally refide at this place., when there is nothing to call tor their

prefence at the town, or when there are no fliips in the bay.

The chief, if not the only fortrefs which the Company have at Amboyna is the caflle,

or fort ; which, after it was rebuilt, was called New Viftoria, as the old fort, called

Victoria, which had been erefted by the I'ortugucfe, being an oblong fquare, with fom-

baflions, was fo much damaged by the earthquake of the year 1755, that it was thought

more eligible to build an entire new fort, than to repair the old one.

It flands clofe to the water-fide, a little to the weft of the mouth of the Way Nitoe»

and exaftly oppofite to the road, where fliips commonly lie at anchor.

I took much pains to procure a plan of it, but the llricl: integrity of the prefcnt afting

engineer, Mr. H. E. Von Vv''agiier, was proof againft the folicitations of friendfliip, and

however much in other things he proved both willing and anxious to give me every

teftimony of his inclination to render me fervice, I could not in this inftance, perluade

him to lend me a plan of the fort for ever fo fhort a lime, in order to take a copy of

it ; I cannot therefore fay any thing refpeding the dimcnfions of the works, and fhall

only dcfcribe the general appearance of the fort.

Its fliape is very irregular : on the land-fide it has three entire and one demi-baflion,

which, with their curtains, form part of a regular heptagon ; on the water-fiue

there are two baflions, in the curtain betvy-een which flands the water-g;ite, in

the fame manner as the land-gate opens between the two oppofite baflions on the

land-fide.

• About 4400I. ftcrling. Tr.
The
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The curtain, or battery, which runs north from the eafternmoft land-baftion, is met

by a finiilar one coming from the ealtemmoil: fca-baftion, making an obtufe angle

of between ninety and one hundred degrees, fo that the hue of defence of the eaftern-

moft land-baftion runs exadtly upon this angle ; and the flanks of thefe baftions are

therefore without defence, which is an unpardonable fault in the firft conflruftion of

tlie fort, as the nature of the ground did not require this irregular mode of fortification :

Mr. Von Wagner intended to remedy this fault, as much as poflible, by making a

detached baftion before the angle made by the two batteries, by which thefe two flanks

would be defended.

From the demi-baftion on the weft fide, a battery runs northward, and being met

by another coming from the wefternmofl: fea-baftion, they form together an inverted

obtufe angle.

The fea-baftions, which are liable to be attacked by the greateft force, are carried

up fomewhat higher, and are rather larger than the others ; they are covered with

bonnets in the middle of their faces, in order to be the better provided againft an

enfilade.

A horn-work extends before thefe baftions, and covers the curtain between them
;

its projedfing angles command the fhore both above and below the caftle, by which a

landing any where near- it is rendered very difficult, if not impoflible.

All thefe works are built of brick, for which purpofe many brick-kilns have been

erefted here, where very good bricks are^ made.

They were then about making a covered-way, to begin from the flank of the weftern

fea-baftion, and to run round the fortrefs to the other fide of the eaftern fea-baftion.

The whole is encircled by a wet ditch, which is the fame that formerly run round

the outworks of the old fort.

This is certainly the beft fortification belonging to the Company, that I have feen,

in India. Yet it is by no means favourably fituated on account of the near ileigh-

bourhood of the Roodenberg, and the lownefs of its fcite, by which, in my opinion,

it would not be able to make any long or efFeftual refiftance, if the enemy were once

landed, and could get their artillery on fliore, fo as to ered batteries on the furround-

ing heights.

The fame defefl: occurs likewife on the fide that looks towards the bay ; for ftiips,

if properly moored, can enfilade moft of the lines of defence at high water ; the water

rifing here in fpring tides full ten feet ; and the horn-work, which is full one-half

lower than the main body of the place, is confequently ftill more expofed.

I purpofely add the fuppofition that the fhips be properly moored ; for the greateft

ftrength of the place refts upon the imprafticability of bringing fliips to attack it in

a proper fituation. As there is no anchoring ground except clofe to the (hore, the

fliips are expofed to the fire of forty or fifty pieces of heavy artillery long before they

are able to let go their anchors, and put fprings upon their cables, in order to haul

the veffels round ; and all this is not fo eafily done under fuch a fire, if the artillery

upon the batteries be but well ferved.

The nature of the bay too, the prevailing winds which blow here, and the calms

which are not unfrequent, together with the ftrong currents fetting continually in and

out of the bay, are formidable obftacles to prevent fhips from forming their attack

whilft under fail, and much more from making good a landing here ; for which reafon

a landing muft be attempted at a more convenient place, which might perhaps be found,

either in the bight near Hamahoefe, or in the Portuguefe bay.

And
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And although the old fort of Viftoria is not to be compared in point of ftrength

to the prefcnt one, I do not believe that our people would ever have fucceeded in the
year 1605, in getting pofleflion of Amboyna, or rather of the pcninfula of Leytimor,
attacking it at leaft as they did at this place, had the Portugufe defended this fettle-

ment with the fame bravery as they did their other poffeffions, and not given it up in

fo cowardly a manner.

There is another great defed:, at lead it appeared in that light to me, namely, the
great extent of the fort. It is fo large, that if all the works were to be properly man-
ned, all the military to be found here would fcarcely be fuflicient to defend one half
of them. Moreover, no lefs than a hundred pieces of cannon are requifite to provide
all the batteries as they ought to be, and there are no more than fifty or fixty can-
noneers in the whole province.

In order to fortify the bay ftill more, the engineer. Von Wagner, has propofed to •

eredl two new batteries, viz. one a fhort mile Ibuth-weft of Victoria, at the mouth of
the Elephant's river, to command the part of the bay called the Vryman's, or Free
Merchant's Road, and to be able to rake the fliips which may lie to the weflward of
the caftle ; and another upon the point of the Laha, for which all fhips coming up
the bay muff fleer in a flraight diredion, in order to keep clofe in with the windward
fhore ; which propofal has met with the approbation of the fupreme government at

Batavia.

Perhaps another battery near or upon the point of Alang, would be of {till greater

utility ; for (hips entering the bay muft equally fleer flraight for and very clofe along

it, in order not to be in danger of bting driven to leeward of the bay by the

currents.

I did not fee any of the other little forts which the Company have at Hila, Sapoura,
Harouko, and Larike ; but according to the information I received refpeding them,
they are of little confequence, and at moft flrong enough to keep the natives in

awe*.
The buildings within the fort of New Vidoria are not yet all finifhed j there are,

however, already two powder magazines, the rice and fpice warchoufes, the naval

ftorchoufe, the provifion-warchoufc, the dvvelling-houfe of the comptroller of equip-

ment, and the guard-houfe at the land-gate; but no beginning has yet been made with

the government-houfe, or the dwellings for the fenior merchant, and the captain-com-

mandant of the military ; the water-gate is likewife not entirely completed.

Mr. Van der V told me, that the credion of this fortress had already cofl the

Company two milHon of gilders f: but the engineer Von Wagner ftated the expence
of it confiderably lower.

• The other forts in this province are : upon the ifland of Amboyna, Fort Amftcrdam, which mounts
fixteen guns, at HiKn; Fort Rotterdam, at Larike; the redoubt Middliburp, at the pafs of Daguewala

;

and a fmall triangular fort near Oerien, cailid Fhifliini; : upon Boino, the palifadocd fort Defence, mmint-
ing fourteen iron guns : upon Manlpa, the ndiuibt Wantrnuw, ot Dillrull, of tlie fame force ; upon Hce-
wamoeliil, Fort 1 lardenberg at Canibello, and Fort Cvcrburg at l.ochoe : upon NonfT.ilaut, a imall redoubt

of lour guns, called Beverwyck : upon Honimoa, the rtdonbt Velfen, having live guns, at the point of

Tetau-.iroe ; the redoubt Delft, ol fix guns, at Forto, and Fort DunrlUcJc at Sapoura ; and upon Oma,
Fort Zttlandia at Harouko. The capture of Amboyna and Danda by the Engbfh. will nfTord opportu-

nities to us of becoming fully acquainted with every paitieular refpefling thole itmotc but valuable and

interelling fetihmcnts. It is lo be hoped that fome of the gentlen.en of the navy or army who went
upon ih.Tt expedition, will favour the public with an account of thtfe acqui^ltion^; men of genius and ob-

fervation are not wanting cither among our naval or military utTiccrs, and a narr.ilfvc of the cxpeditioa

alluded lo, may not only be faid to be dtliftdj but alfo tu be txpeclcd, from fome of ihim. Tr.
•j- About i8i,20ol. llerling. Tk.

CIIAp.
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CHAP. XX. — The Clove Trade ; — Endeavours of ihe Dutch to retain it cxclufively is

ihew/ehes ;— Attempts of the Englijb to participate in it. — Garrifons and Fjhiblijh-

ment at Amboyna.— Profits and Charges of this Province. — Reflexions on the Clove

Trade ; — Large Stock of Cloves ; — F.ndcavoured to be diminijhed by Extirpations,

and by burning ;^reat Quantities. — The Hongitop, or yearly Expediton of ihe Governor

round Ceram, tifc.— Earthquake at Amboyna.

THE chief, if not the fole advantage derived to the Company from the poffeffion

of Amboyna and its dependencies, is the collection of cloves, and the maftery of this

article to the exclufion of all other nations, by which they are enabled at pleafure

to raife or lower the price.

This gave rife, at an early period after the conqueft of the ifland, to much jealoufy

and animofity between the Dutch and the Englilh ; and thefe difputes did not termi-

nate with the expulfion of the latter from the ifland, but were made a pretence many

years afterwards for declaring war agalnft the republic : they were not finally fettled

till the conclufion of the peace of Breda, in the year 1667.

The Company would not, however, ever have fucceeded in fecufing to themfelves

the exclufive trade In this fpice, which is fpontaneoufly produced in all the adjacent

Molucca iflands, had they not endeavoured wholly to transfer and confine the cultiva-

tion of it to Amboyna ;
partly by fubduing the princes of thofe iflands by force of

arms, and prefcribing to them fuch conditions cf peace as they found convenient, the

principal of which had relation to the clove-trade, efpeclally with' refped to the Kings

of Ternate, Tidore, Machian, and Bachian, compelling them not to fell any of the

cloves produced In their dominions to any other nation ; and partly by forcing them,

about the middle of the lad century, to deflroy all the clove-trees which grew in their

territories, for which they were to receive an equivalent in money.

In the fame manner the Company have entered into a contraci: with the King of

Bouton, to whofe dominion many places belong which yield ipices, that he fliall not

only allow the extirpator, whom they difpatch every year on an expedition through the

iflands, to perform the fervice on which he is fcnt, but fliall alfo afford him every

afTillance In doing it.

Yet, notv/ithftanding all this, and how far foever they may be able to extend their

extirpations In the circumjacent countries, they will never be able wholly to prevent

other nations from procuring fplces without their Intermediation. There are too many
iflands, and too widely difperfed, that produce thefe commodities, of which neither

they nor their allies are in poffefTion, or poffibly can be, without entirely exhaufling

themfelves by the ereftlon of numerous fortreffes, which are indlfpenfably neceffary,

if all intercourfe with foreign nations mufl be prevented*.

Thus

* However affifluous the Dutcli are in the ck-ftruf-.ion of fpicc-trces, they never have or can fiicceed

in extirpating thtm all. It is only in places of eafy accefs, and near the fta, that tliey are generally cut

.down, but they grow abundantly in many letired fpots of the large and woody ifland ct Gilolo, in the re-

ceffcs of Ceiam, upon Ouby, Myfol, in the fort (Is of Bachian, as well as upon Cadoepan, and many other

iflands, where tlicy are inaceffible to the deilrudlive ax of the txlirpator ; and what is aftually deltroyed.,

is not. perhaps, the hundredth part of the trees producing the precious fpices. The parties fent out on

I'uch bufintfs generally confift of a military officer, or fome civil fervant belonging to the Dutch, with three

or four European attendants, and perhaps twenty or thirty Bngguefs foldiers, with their officer. They
generally make it a party of pleafure ; and the Bugguefs officer (while the chief is regaling himfelf in the

heat
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1

Thus the Englifh formed a fettlement feme years ago upon the ifland Xullock,
lying north of the Moluccas; but as the indifferent quality of the foil, and other cir-

cumftances, did not anfwer their purpofes in forming fuch an effablifhment, they

changed it for Balambangan, an ifland on the north-eafl: coall of Borneo, in order to

lay the foundation there for a place of trade, whither the clandeftine dealers in fpice

might bring their goods, and thus furnifli our rivals with the articles out of which we
endeavour to keep them.

The garrifons which the Company keep in this province, were fixed, in the year

1752, at nine hundred men, including the feamen and the pennifts. His Excellencv,

Governor Moflel, fays, in his further memorial, written in the year 1753, that

this number is fufficient, fmce Amboyna has nothing to fear from an European
enemy*.
By that memorial, the profits which accrue annually to the Company upon the fale

of goods, are effimatcd at forty thoufand gilders ; the proceeds of the rent of lands,

excife duties, a duty of five per cent, upon the fale of real property, the ftamp duties,

and the produce of the permits granted for the importation and exportation of private

merchandize, are computed to be thirty thoufand gilders ; and all the receipts are,

confequenily, taken at feventy thoufand gilders ; which fum, by a further memoriil
of economy, was reduced to fixty-fi.x thoufand gilders : and even this latter fum is not

now drawn from thofe objefts ; fixty or feventy bales of coarfe piece-goods, which are

annually difpofed of here at an advance of from feventy to eighty per cent., the good
vent whereof likewife depends much upon the fuccefs or failure of the crop of cloves,

do not fuflice, with the other revenues, to make up that amount.

According to the abovementioned memorial of Governor Molfel, the annual charges

of this government ought not to exceed one hundred and eighty-five thoufand gilders,

in order that the defalcation on the four eaftei'n provinces fliould not be more than

four hundred thoufand gilders a year ; but, by the latell memorial, the charges of Am-
boyna were flated at y. 176,518. o. o ; and, in the five lafl: years, they have averaged

yearly /.265, 549. 10. 11, fo that they actually amount to/.89,o3i. 10. 11 every

year more than' MolTel ftated them at f.

Thefe

heat of the day) fcts off to the woods with fome of his men, where he executes his comminion juft as It

fuits his convenience; taking care to bring back plenty of branches, to (hew his alTiduity, whrn, perhaps,

they are all from one tree. Sometimes a fcrjcant at an outpoll, to get into favour with his chief, fends an

account of his having difcovcrtd, on a certain fpot, a parcel of fpicetrecs, with news, perhaps, at the

fame time, that he has dellroyed them all : poffihiy the chief's domellic might inform him of many more
fuch fpots at liand, but they arc too wife to fay much on fo delicate a fubjecl. Tk.

* In 1776-1777, the whole ellablifhment at Amboyna confiiltd of tifty two in civil empl.iymentj, three

clergymen, twenty-eight furgeons and afiillants, forty-fix belonging to the nililkiy, 174 feamen and

marines, 657 foldiers, and III mechanics, in all 107 1 Europeans; bcfides liftyninc natives in the Com-
pany's fervice. Tr.

f The calculations of General Moffel of the revenues and charges of the fcveral ertablilhmcnts of the

Dutcli Ead-India Company, are always partic\i'arly mentioned in this work, and contralled with the

aftnal amounts of each in the year 1779 (that is, from the ill of September, 1778, to tlic 3 1 ll of

Augult, 1779), that year being in the books of the Company one which they call het boekjaar, or year

in which a general review is taken of all their concerns, as is done every ten years ; becjufc the calculation*

of tliat gentleman have not only formed the balls upon which the revenues and charges of each f.-tilcmtnt,

a* Hated in the famous " Hilloire Philofophique et Politique," of Abbe Raynal, have been computed,

but have alio obtained a great and almoll decilive authority in eltahlilhing the advantages or diladvantages

reaped by the Dutch from their Indian potTefTions. In the courfe of this work they frequently appear to

be conllderably dilTcrent from the aiftual amount of the receipts atul expenditure, and are, in fa't, rather

TOL. XI. o o calculation!
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Thefe, as u ell i^s the cliarges of the government of Macaffer and Tcrnare, muft be
defrayed out of the profits upon the cloves, nutmegs, and mace, which muft, likewifc,

contribute towards making good the expences of the Company at Batavia and at

home ; but can any favourable expeftations of future advantage be entertained on this

head, when we confider the great decreafe which is experienced in the fale of the firil

named fpice? Three millions of pounds remaining ftill in the warehoufes at Batavia,

of which no more than one-fifteenth part can be annually difpofed of in the Indies,

together with a flock on hand in Holland, large enough to fupply the confumption of

Europe for the fpace of ten years, and the quantities of cloves that from time to time

are committed to the flames by the Company, in order to leflen their fuperabundant

flock, form proofs enough of the decreafe of the clove-trade, and do not require further

animadverfion than the bare mention of them *.

calculations of what thefe ought to be, than what they really arc. In i -79, the charges of Aniboyiia were

/.2CI 082 ; and the whole of the revenues, incliidiiifr the profiis upon the fale of goods (<ive percent on

tiie fale being allowed to the governor and Iccond, two-thirds to the former, and onc-third to the latter),

amounted to no more than /.4S, 747, leaving a balance againll the Compai^y of y.152,335, or about

13,8501. llerling. Tr .

* Every clove-tree is calculated to produce annually, upon an average, two, or two and a half pounds of

cloves, fo that the yearly crop is at leaft one million pounds per annum from the joo.cco clovt-trees allowed

to be cultivated ; much larger crops are frequently made, though in fome years they fall materially fliort,

and yield but a trifling quantity. One of the large ft fales of cloves made in Holland, was in the year 1714,
when 435 427 pounds were fold ; in 1J^8, no more than 200,oco pounds were fold ; in 1778, 234,271
pounds ; and in ly^H, 4CO,COO pounds ; and about 150.00c, or 200,000 pounds are annually difpofed of

in the Indies. The quantities of cloves always remaining over in the hands of the Company notwithllanding

their contir.ual extiipations, mull, therefore, be Immenfe ; they endeavour to moderate this fuperfluity by
burning large quantities of fpices from time to time ; Sir V^ illiam Temple fays, in his Obfervations upon
Holland, that a Dutchman, v.ho had been at the Spice-iflands, told him, that he faw. at one time, three

lieaps of nutmegs burnt, each of which was more than an ordinary church could hold ; in i 60, M Beau-
Tnare faw at Ami'.erJam, near the ar'miralty, a fire of fpices, ihe fuel of which was valued at i ooc,cOO of

livres, and as much was to be burnt on the day followuig ; the trajiHator of this work has hrmfilf been

vvitnefs to the burning of large quantities of cloves, nutmegs, and cinnamon, upon the little idand of New-
land, near Middlckurgh, in Zealand, the aromatic fcent whereof pcifumed the air for many milts around.

Although the Duich have thus, by all the means in their power, endeavoured to counteraft the indulgent

bounty of heaven, they have not, in any inliance attained their ohjeft ; for, exclufive of the impoflibility

of preventing the fpontaneous production of fpices in the extenfive uoods of tiundreds of iflands, of
which they f arcely know the names or fituation, and the conltaut clandeftine trade carried on in fpices,

by the Papuas Cttan tr.ers, Buugincfe, and Chinefe, the confumption of, and demands fot cloves have fo

much decteafed, that the monopoly is no more worth the expences of retaining it exclufively : and in regard

to nutmegs, they have been the dupes of their own avaiice ; for, confining as much as poffible, the cul-

tivation of that Ipice to the itlands of Banda, it was nearly annihilated there in the year 1778, by a violent

hurricane and earthquake, and few fupplies of confidcratiou have been obtained for feveral years afterwards.

When Admiral Rainer took podeffion of Amboyna, in 1 796 he found in the treafury, 81,1 12 rix-dollars,

and in (lore 5i5.94clb. of iloves. The importations into England, by the Ealt-India Company, fince

the capture of the Spicc-iflands, till the prefent time (Odobcr 179b), have been as follows:

cloves, 817,312 pounds,

nutmegs, 9-;, 7 ^2 do.

mace, 46,73c do.

befides corifiderable quantities of each in private trade and privilege goods, namely,

' '^^/^
j- clovesj weighing, we fuppofe, about 30,0001b.

81 cafes T

76 calks > nutmegs, do. 36,000

jp cherts

7 boxes

I 2 cafes

J 67 bafks

1131 chefts

mace, do. 240,000

On
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On a fupcrficial view, \vhcn we ai-e told that every pound of cloves only (lands the

Company in 4I ftivers, the mace in 9 ^ ftivers, and the nutmegs about half as cheap

as the cloves, it fliould feem that the fpice-iflands afford an inexhauflible fource of

riches, fmce the felling price exceeds the cofl in fo uncommon a degree; but if we
go farther, and confider that thcfe three articles of trade mufl bear the whole ex-

pence of all the four eaflern provinces, to which muft be added the charges of feven

or eight fhips, employed in fetching them, it will be found that they, in fa£l, cod

very dear *.

The great fuperfluity of cloves has, indeed, been endeavoured to be prevented by

diminifliing the number of clove-trees, from time to time, by extirpations ; but by this

means the Company ruin their Amboyncfe fubjccts ; and if fortune fliould ever again

favour them, and the vent of this article be again as large as heretofore, they

would find that they were poflefTed of the foil for producing them, but not of clove-

trees, which require more years to arrive at Tnaturity, than moments to be dellroyed.

I fhould now have to make fome mention of the hongitogt, or yearly expedition of

the governor of Amboyna, with a fleet of corrocorros, round Ceram, and the neigh-

bouring iflands, if Valentyn had not fo amply related every particular of it, that I

can only add, that it did not take place during the time I was at Amboyna, the month
of October being the period appoir.ted for it f.

Between

* See " Sccreete bedcnkiiigcn over den waarcn ftaat der Nederlandfche Compagnie," by J. MofTcI,

SeiSions lilt, and liv. S.

{• Thchongi, or fleet of armed corrocorros of Amboyna, was inflituted by Govcinor Hoiitman, in the

beginning of the fevcntcenth century. In the month of Oftober, the faireft feafon of tlie year, they

afTemble in tlie bay of Amboyna ; all the difTerent rajahs, and orancayos, are then l.ound to appear with

corrocorros, in oidtr to accompany the governor in this annual expedition round the iflands under his jur;f-

diftion. It is undertaken for tlie purpole of examining into and deciding upon ail difpules that may arife

among the Indians that are fiibjeft to the Com.pany ; of preventing and difcovering all illicit trade ; and of

deftroying fucl> fpice- trees as are found growing in. places whore they are not allowed : one chief purpofe,

however, is, that numbers of the common people, who are obliged, by their tenure, 'o ferve the Company
during one month in the year, arc by this means taken away fiom the colledion of the crop of cloves which

falls in about this time, and which is, in confcquence, much IcfTeiicd for want of hands, it being, as wc

have before feen, a great objtft of policy in the Compsnv to prevent a too abundant fupply. '1 hey are

obliged lo maintain themlclvcs during this expedition, which lalls five or fix weeks, except that the Com-
pany allow each man one and a half, or two pounds of rice ptr day ; and to the orangcayos, when they fet

out, three gallons of arrack, twelve pounds of pork, or beef, and a mcafure of rice. This expedition

hat, at difTtrent times, been nejjkdcd; but the annual pcrfoimance of it has been frctpiently enjoined by

the government at Batavia, and in particular in the years 1680, 1688 and 1693, when the coalls of Ceram

were greatly infelled by the incurfions of the Papiias. The Hongi-flcet generally confills of forty, filty,

or fixty veficls ; when complete, it fhould confjil of fixty-one corrocorros, viz.

6 from the ifland of Oma
3 from the coalt of Ceram, under Oma
4 from the ifland Manipa

14 from the dirtri<f\ of Fort Viftoria, upon Amboyna
6 from the peninfula of Hitoc

I from thecoall of Ceram, under Hitoc

8 fiom the illand Honimon

3 from the ifland Nouffa-laut

St from ihe ifland Ceram

3 from the dillrift of I.arike

and 5 from the ifland of Bouio.

61

002 If
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Between the 18th and 19th of April, we felt here an earthquake, which laded

full five minutes. The dull rumbling noife that accompanied it, and the undulating

motion, feemed to run in a direction from fouth-wefl to north-eaft. The thermo-

meters did not undergo any change before, during, or after the fhock. The air

was clear, and the weather was dead calm. The water in the bay was alfo much
agitated : my (hip, which lay, at that time, at the pierhead, received a very violent

fhock, being impelled forwards, and driven back again, with great force. The north-

eafl wall of the newly-erefted rice-warehoufe in the caftle was rent by this earth-

If any village is unable to join the fleet with their appointed corrocorros, or is cxcufed from the fervicc

by the governor, they muft burn a kiln of lime for the Company ; and if they wilfully negled it, they

are fu'^jeft to arbitrary punifhmcnt. The governor ufcd torincrly to carry his flag on the corrocorro of

the rajaii of Noutfanivel, but the rajah of Titaway has now that privilc;je ; this corrocorro is one of four

gnadjos, or ranks of paddlers, and is provided with two or three handfome apartments for the accommo-
dation of the governor, who is attended by a guard of fifty or fixiy foldicis. 1 he fleet is divided into

three divifions, the firft being all corrocorros of Chriltian chiefs, the ftcond of Mahomtdans, and the third

paitly of Chriftians and partly of Pagan chiefs. In order to give an idea of the force of (uch a fleet, we
fubjoin a ftatement, from Valentyn, of that which went on the Hongi expedition of the year 1706, under

Governor Van der Stel ; it confilled of fifty-fix corrocorros, namely,

Con
coti

Manned with

Paddlers. Other men

Seven of four gnjdjos, or banks of paddlers (quadiiremes)

Armed with

Swivels. Mufquetoons.

77
7'

67
64

9S
70
70
70
70
65

65
tz

61

61

60
60
^.o

60

to

59
53
58
58
58
56
55
55

55
55

24

36
22

18

20
20
12

10

25
21

20

*4
16

zo
20
20
10

10

10

'5
26
20

'5
12

»4
22

20
20
16

2

I

o
o

I

5
2

o

orros
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quake in an horizontal diredion, juft below where the rafters were inferted that

fupport the roof, forty feet in length ; and a fummer-houfc made of bamboos, clofeiy

covered with flirubbery, which flood behind my houfe, was thrown down ; befides

which, no damage was found to have been done any where.

CHAP. XXI.— Departurefrom Amhoyna.— View of the TJland Amblauw.— Of the

Iflands of St. Malthczu.— Of the Toucan-bcffis.— Of Cadotpan.— Of Bouton.— Of
Caybyne and Li7.ard-ifland.— Of Saleyer.— Celebes. — PaJJ'age of the Budgeroous.—
The IJlar.d Tanakeke. — View of the Tonyns, or Tunny Iflands.— Of Great Colombo.— Of Madura. — Mandeliquc. — Anchorage off' Japara. — Navigation along the

Coafi of Java.— Anchorage in the Road of Batavia.— Obfcrvaiions refpeQing the

Navigation to Amboyna.— Great Inaccuracy of the Charts.— Strong Currents. —
- Calms.

AFTER my fliip had been unladen, and had taken in a new cargo, we left the road ;

we were the whole of that day and the foilow'ing night in working down the buy,

keeping always on the windward fide, which was the flioreof Leytimor, as, on entering,

it had been that of Ilitoe.

On the 9th of June, at funrife, we were abreaft of the Portuguefe bay, and at ten

o'clock A. M. we were out at A a.

At funfet we got fight of the ifland Amblauw, and on the next morning, of the-

ifland Bouro, abreaft of us, to north-north-eafl.

On the I ith, in the evening, we law the iflands of St. Matthew, from the maintop,

and lay-by during the night, on account of our vicinity to the 'I'oucan-beflis.

In the morning of the next day we again purfued our courfe, but made but little

fail, as the air was very thick, by the rain, and we had no good view, in order not

to fall unexpectedly upon the Toucan-befTis ; at leven o'clock, however, we fuddenly

faw them before us, about a league a-head ; we inltantly tacked and flood oft", till

the weather cleared up a liitle, and till, at eight oclock, we could purfue our voyage

again. We jjaifed thole dangerous iflands, and had likewife a view of the ifland' Ca-
doepan, where it is faid that many cloves are produced ; fleering for the eall point of

Bouton, which we doubled about midnight.

On the 13th, at funfet, we faw the ifland Cabyne and Hagediffen, or Lizard-ifland
;

on the morning of the next day, the ifland Saleyer, and two hours afterwards the

coafl of Celebes, with the little iflands the Budgeroons lying between them ; at ten

o'clock, A. M. we pafTed this narrow fl rait in I'afety, running betwesn the fouthern-

mofl and middlemoft of the Budg eroons, at the diitance cf one-eighth of a league

from the former.

In the afternoon we founded, for the firft time, in thirty-four fathoms, ililF clay,

being then abreaft of Boela-£omba, about three leagues off fhore.

Sailing by the lead, during the night, along the coaft of Celebes, we were, on the

morning of the next day, by the ifland of Tanakeke; whence we fleered our courfe

fo as to pafs the Laars, or Boot, at a proper place. At noon we faw the Tonyns,.

or Tunnv iflands, and at funfet the iflands of Salinas, bearing north, five leagues,

founding continually with a line of twenty-five fathoms, without Itriking ground

upon the Laars.

On the 16th we again flruck foundings, which we afterwards kept.

On the 17th we got fight of the ifland Great Solombo, wiiich we found to be of a

moderate height, and placed too far fouth in the charts, by thirteen minutes, or three

leagues
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leagues and a quarter. Hence we fleered, in order to make the Ifland Madura, of
which we came in fight the next day at noon.

On the 2oth, at lunrife, we pafied Mandelique, and anchored at two o'clock, P.M.
in the outer I'oad of Japara, and fending our boat on Ihore for refreflimen'^s, we
received a plentiful fupply the next di.y from the worthy refident, Mr. Van dt;r B.-ke ;

at the fame time I received information that my fhip, Ouwerkerk, was appointed, by
the government of Batavia, to go a voyage to Surat.

In the afternoon we favv the point of Pamalang, and the lofty fummit of Mount
Tatjjal.

On the 23d, the hill of Cheribon was abreaft, and the point of Indramaye nearly

a-head of us ; in the afternoon we faw the Boomptjens iflands ; and in the evening we
reckoned that we had paiTed the rock upon which the fhip called the Caftle of

Woerden was loft.

The following day, in the morning, we faw the high trees of Sedary, and at funfet

we came to an anchor ofi" Murderer's Point, and in fight of the ifland Edam.
On the 25th, at eleven o'clock, A.M. we got under fail, and palTmg between the

little iflands of Leyden and Enkhuizen, we fteered for the road of Batavia, where
we caft anchor at three o'clock, P.M.

Before I go any farther, I think it neceffary to fay fomething refpefting the navi-

gation to Amboyna, as it is deferving of much attention, and has always beon held a

very dangerous voyage.

There are three circumftances which often unite to make it very hazardous, and

are the chief caufes of the difficulty and peril which are complained of:

Firft, the bad and inaccurate charts of this pafTage, which are made ufe of, and
which are certainly extremely defedivc, notwithflanding the governor general, Molfel,

alleges, in his further memorial, that at that time (the year 1753) the charts had -

been fo improved, that, for two or three years before, none of the fhips trading to the

eaft had been ioft. I am therefore not at all furprized that, before that time, fliips

were loft every year, if they were without any other aid than that of fuch deceitlul

guides. If I may judge from the charts which are thus pretended to be improved,

and which are at prefent given to the lliips that perform that voyage, they muft un-

doubtedly have plunged many an intrepid feaman, who had not before ploughed thefe

dangerous feas, into uncertainty and defpair, and have driven him headlong into the

midft of unknown and unavoidable datigers.

The firft and chiefeft requifite of a good fea- chart i'?, that in it the iflands and coafts

be accurately laid down in their proper latitudes ; and all the charts from Java to

Amboyna, are glaringly defedtive in this particular : one ifland is placed too far north,

another too far Ibuth ; and this is occafioned by the obfervations, whence thefe charts

have been made, not being exaft. This might be adduced as a difculpation of the

hydrographer, were it not that the navigators of later times have conftantly noted

down, and pointed out thefe defers in the journals of their Amboyna voyages. My
obfervations agreed with three of them, which I took with me for reference, when
I went to Amboyna. Yet has not all this fufSced to produce the removal of this

hurtful defeft.

The fecond neceffary requifite of a chart is, that the true direflion of the coafts, and
the exac\ pofitions of the iflands, and their bearings with refpeft to the neareft land,

be duly and accurately attended to. The defedive ftate of the charts in queltion,

in this particular too, is not a little complained of, and remains equally unrcclified,

although many reports have been made by navigators on the fubjed. And laftly,

8 that
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that the refpeclive diftances be laid down as exafbly as podible, which has, in thefe

charts, been totally neglected ; of which glaring defeds I have from time to time

made mention in my journal.

The fecond caufe of the danger and difficulty of the eaftem navigation are the

currents, which fet with fo much violence between the iflands and along the coafts of

this archipelago, that if I had not experienced it myfelf, I fhould fcarcely credit the

account : in addition to this, they have no regular courfe, and fometimes run contrary

to the wind, and at uncertain times.

Add to thefe, as a third caufe, the calms which prevail fo much in thefe climates,

and the dangei-s which furround navigators in this paflage will be very manifeft ; for

vefl'cls are driven, in dead calm weather, by the violent currents, upon unknown
flioals and rocks, fo that the moft experienced feaman is unable, in fuch cafes, to fave

the (hip and cargo entrufted to him.

It has likewife been obferved, that fuch of the Company's captains as have per-

formed fevcral voyages to the caftern provinces are, for this reafon, continued in that

navigation, which is not difadvantageous for the intcrefl of the Company, but unfor-

tunate for thofe captains, as thefe voyages afford but little profit, and they do not, in

confequence, feel much attachment for the fervice of the Company.
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PIGAFETTA'S VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD.

THE FIRST VOTAGE ROUND THE WORLD,

Effefted in the Years 1J19, 1520, 1521, and 1522,

By the Chevalier PIGAFETTA, on board the Squadron of MAGELLAN;

An Extraft from the Treatise on Navigation, by the fume Author ; fome Obsertations

on the Chevalier Martin Behaim, and a Description of his Terrestrial Globe.

Paris, An IX. (i8oo.)

INTRODUCTION,

By the French Tranjlator, the Editor of the Edition in modern Italiaa.

I. TN the fifteenth century the Italians poffefTed, almoft exclufively, the trade m
A thofe articles which Afia fiirnifhes to Europe, efpecially fpices ; that is to fay,

pepper, cinnamon, cloves, ginger, nutmegs, kc. vegetable produftions, formerly as

now in conftant demand, lefs on account of their agreeable flavour than their intrinfic

virtues. Thefe aromatics were brought from fome iflands near the equator, either by

the inhabitants of thofe iflands themfelves, or by their neighbours, to that part of India

intermediate between the place of growth and Europe, whither the European merchants

went to purchafe them *. Before the Arabs overran and laid Egypt wafle, commerce

with India was carried on by the way of the Red Sea, as in the time of the Phoenicians.

From the fliores of this fea the merchandize was tranfported on the backs of camels

to the Nile, after vain attempts to form navigable canals between that river and the

Red Sea. Down the Nile thefe goods were carried in boats to the ports of Egypt,

where they were laden on veflels belonging to Venice, to Genoa, Amalfi, and Pifa.

But, when the Arabs, whether in confequence of religious motives, the policy of

defpotifm, or that anarchy always favourable to pirates, drove commerce from its chan-

nel by the gulf of Arabia, the merchants of India reforted to the Perfian Gulf and

* The Europeans were not accuflomed, at the period adverted to, to fttch the fpices in which they

traded from any part of India t from that country, either by the Indians themfelves, or by Perfian mer-

chants who went to India for the purpofe, thefe valuable commodities were tranfported on the backs of

camels to the Cafpian Sea, and were there put on board veffels, navigated indiffciently by Indians or Per-

fians, to be landed, part at the mouth of the Kur, whence overland they were conveyed to the Black Sea,

and there received by the Genoefe and Venetians eftabllflied in the Crimea ; and part at Aftracan, whence by

the merchants of Novogorod they were conveyed overland co the Baltic, and afterwards diftributed over

Europe by the members of the Hanfeatic league connefted with the merchants of Novogorod, Eng. Tr,

Indian
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InLlian Sea, whence, by the Euphrates, and by the Indus and Oxus, the prodactions of

India were conveyed to the Cai'pian, or the Black Sea, and thence into the Mediterra-

nean, wliiiher the Italians went to purchafe and tranfport them to all the fhores of

Europe, and even to the interior of the continent as far as to the frozen regions of

Mufcovy and Norway where they had their faftories *.

II. It v.'ill readily be inferred that the price of thefe commodities at firil hand, com-

pared v/ith the price at which they were ultimately retailed, mad have been very low ;

the cofl to the confumer being necelTarily much enhanced by the charge of tranfport

and the great rifks rim, whether in navigating tlie Red Sea, or in paffiiig the deferts ;

to which mufl be added the profit exacted by the different individuals through whofe

hands they pafled. We are informed by one Barthelemi, a Florentine merchant, who,

towards the clofe of the fifteenth century, had refided the fpace of fqur-and-twenty

years in India f, that they paffed through twelve diff^-rent hands before they reached

the confumer, and that the ultimate price of them was increafed tenfold h'om the firft

cofl |; this great increafe however was much afliilcd by monopoly. When the ami focial

Arabs had perfedly annihilated the commerce of the Red Sea, the Genoel'e combined

with the fchifmatic Emperor of Couitantinople in cflablifhing an exclufive commerce
by the way of the Black Sea, by Tatary [Samarcand], and Perfia : and whsn the Sultan

of Egypt, after fubduing the Arabs, re-opened to trade the channel by the Mile, his

allies the Venetians fupplanted the Genoefe, and cxclufively fupplied the nations of

Europe with the rich merchandize of India {|. Finally, by one means or other, the

Italians fo perfedly engroifed the trade with India, as to render all other nations of

Europe their tributaries ; and the price for fpices, towards the middle of the fixteenth §
century, from another circumflancc, became farther enhanced : at this epoch the

Moors rendered themfclves mafters of the iflands which almofl exclufively produce

the valuable fpices ; and, better acquainted with the value they bore in Europe than

were the natives, would no longer part with them without an increafe of price ^•
III. The

* This is an error, tlie diflributors of tlie corrmoditics of India to the north of Emopc, (as may be feed

in Tookc's View of the Ruffian Empire, ir. Coxe's Northern Tour, in Guthrie's Travels to the Ciimea,

and in Pallas's Southern Tour,) at tlie period of the ellahhflinient of the Venetians at Conflantinople, and

of the Genoefe at C«ffa, as is obl'erved in the preceding note, were tlie mcrcliants of Novouoid, conncftcd

witli the rianfeatic league. Their predcceflors in tins lucrative Cimnierce were the Golden Horde, and

theirs again the I'crmiaiis, inliabitants of the country wefl of the Ural mountains ; th'.fe people, even earlier

than the days of the great Alfred, maintained a profitable intercourfe with India. Eng. Tr.

f Rather, perhaps, in 'J^Mkey, as Benedetto Dei in his chronicle, (cxtiads of wliieh are before the

writer,) on noticing tlie different Hates with whom the Florentines traded direct at this time, does not

incntion India. Benedetto Dei was contemporary with Barthelemi, had been deputed reprefeiuatlvc of

the Hate of Floiencc to the Sultan Ottoman, and in his chronicle throws great ligl't on the trade ot Elo^

rtiicc as well as of Venice at this period, a period fo difnflrous to the Venciians. and at whicli Florence

(lione with its grealcft fplendor. Eng. Tr. from Delia Decima e delle altre gravizze, della monita, e della

mercatura dcgli Fiorentini, tomo fecondo, Lifbona e Lucca, 1765.

X This alfo is corroborated by the remarks on the map of the world of Behaim, of whicl) I fliall fpeak

In the Iwclftli paragraph. Fk inch Tr.
II
Again, this is not perfectly the (.tSt ; at the period alluded to. the Genoefe continued to compete

with the Venetians, as did the Florentines by means of the poit of Pifa. The treaty made die 6 meiifis

Mohaira, anno F.gira 894 (an. Chr. 1474-^) bttwicn the Florentine nation, by means of tlieir ambatfador

Luigi di M. Agnolo della Stufa, and the Sultan of Egypt Kafiim Aboo Elooazer, the Florenlincs were

•.tdniitled to trade with Egypt, iqualiy with the Venttiaiis, had protection adiired to fuch as chofc to refide

In the country, and were fecured in their rights and privileges In not only the fame, but even a more.imple

degree than the Venetians. Eng. Tr. from Della Decima, &c. before quoted, tomo fecondo, p. 213-

§ Fifteenth it fliould be.

f HKloriaiis telate tlie fafl of the invafion of the Moluccas by the Moors; and our author himfcif

adverts to the circumflance in the following words, which arc literally copied from the maaufcii^t that the

vet. xt. p ? reader
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III. The love of gain, and a difpofition to lolTon the difficulties and expences inci-

dent on the traffic with India, originated fchcmes tor obtaining its merchandize
direftly from the firfl hand ; thefe fchemes were planned at the epoch of the regenera-

tion of literature, that at which the art of printing, newly difcovered, had already dif-

fufed through a greater number of hands ihe knowledge tranfmitted to polfcrity by
ancient writers on navigation and the figure of the earth. It became known that

certain Phoenician navigators, failing from the Red Sea, entered the Mediterranean by
the Strait of Gibraltar *; it confcquently was conjcclured, it would be poffible to fail

from the Atlantic to the mouth of the Red Sea, and, by purfuing an eadern courfe,

to reach the Spice Iflands. Moreover, it ceafed any longer to be doubted that the

ancients were acquainted with the fpherical form of the earth, and the exiftence of our
antipodes, an opinion which, in the age of ignorance, was not only confidered to be
antiphilofophical, but alfo a herefy. Travellers who, treading in the fleps of the Ve-
netian Marco Polo, had traced all the fea-coaft of Afia, affirmed that the earth defcribed

a curve from eafl: to weft ; and the Portuguefe who, in the beginning of the fifteenth

century, had vifited all the fliores of Guinea, by uniting their information to that of the

navigators of the north of Europe, made evident, from their account of the elevation and
depreffion of the polar ftar, that the earth, from north to fouth, in a fimilar manner
was marked by a curve. From thefe two data it confequently followed that the earth

was of a fpherical form, and that it would be poffible to make the circuit of it. The
dedudion correfponded well with the obfervations of aftrologers, who, notwithftanding

the ridiculous obje£t by which they were acluated in their obfervations, that of devining

the future, had yet much advanced the fcience of aflronomy. Narratives alfo were
current, though of a vague defcription, of certain failors faid to have been tranfported

to the iflands between Europe and America, and thence to the new continent then

unknown. On thefe grounds were built the hope of reaching Malucho (the name
then given to the Spice Iflands, now termed the Maluccas,) either by coafting along

the fhores of Africa and afterwards fleering eaft, or by keeping a weftern courle acrofs

the Atlantic Ocean. So little obftacle was expefted to this latter courfe, that the mofl

celebrated geographers, in their charts, placed only a few iflands between the weftern

fliorcs of Europe and Africa and the eaftcrn coaft of Afia, as will be feen in para-

graph XII. This was indeed an error, but an error very excufable in the geographers

of that time; for, though the ancients had pretty correctly afcertained the circumference"

of the earth f, and had even laid down certain rules to determine the longitude of

places.

reader may be quallRed to judge of the ftyle of Pipafetta ; and for the fame reafon as often as occafion may
prefent itfelf to quote his words the fame plan will be followed. The words of Pigafetta are, Sono forjl

iinquauta aimi, che quefl't mor'i habltano in Malucho; prima It habitano j;e!itl/i : p. 20 j. " The Moors have

inhabited Molucca about fifty years ; before them it was peopled by Pafrans."

* Herodotus, 1. iv. c. 4 ; Strabo, 1. i. ; and others enumerated by Riccioli Geogr. 1. iii. c. 20.

French Tr.

t Ariftotle (de Coelo, lib. !i.) fpeaks of it as an eftabllflied faft. It appears that the mathematicians

of Egypt meafured a degree in the latitude of Memphis, that is to fay in thirty degrees north, upon their

determining on the pofition and fize of the pyramids ; for each of the fides of the largcft pyramid is -j 'gth

part of a degree in length, whence it may be fair to conjefture, that they divided the degree into a thoufand

parts, and gave to each fide of the pyramid the length of ^,-5 th parts of a degree. (Vcnini Delle Mifure

Fiancefe. Opufc. Suiti, torn. xx. p. gS.) French Tr.
A degree in latitude thirty degrees meafures ^65,724 Englifh feet, according to the tables of ProfeflTor

Pond. The 500th part of a degree is confequently 727^ Englifh feet. Now, as will be feen in the notes to

the relation refpefting Egypt of Abd Allatif, in that portion of this work which comprizes the Travels 10

Afiica,
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places, for want of thefe rules being thoroughly comprehended they were but little

regarded. To the general ignorance at this time therefore of the dimenfions of the

earth, and ot the longitude of places, is to be afcribed the expectation of reaching in a

fhort time, by a weflern courfe, thofe iflands, the diftance of which from Europe was
only known towards the eaft and the fouth.

IV. The mind of Chriftopher Colon was wholly occupied by refleftion on this

matter; this great man, who combined with a theoretic and practical knowledge
of navigation all the information that could be gathered from preceding navigators,

and the intrepidity requifite for a grand entcrprize, this great man, convinced of the

fpherical form of the earth, faw no difficulty in croffing the Atlantic Ocean by means
of the compafs, with the variation of which, and with the means of correcting it he
was acquainted *. He applied to the Genocle, who had no other means of reviving

their commerce, for fliips and means of putting liis plan into execution ; bat the Ge-
nofefe, occupied on trivial fpeculations, and perpetually embroiled by domelUc factions,

which rendered them now fubjett to the Kings of France, and at other times to the

Dukes of Milan, refufed him alliitance. To the King of Portugal he next made appli-

cation, but ineffectually, as, intent on reaching the Moluccas by doubling the fouthern

cape of Africa, his propofition was not regarded by this monarch ; at length, after long

and repeated memorials, the court of Spain refolved on trufting him with fonie fliips.

Still Colon merely touched at the iflands of America (the difcovcry of that continent

being referved for his fuccefTors), and flattered himfelf in vain with fmding a paflage

to the weft of Mexico, and by the ifthmus of Panama.
V. The voyage of Colon engendered difputes between the Spaniards and Portuguefe

refpeding certain iflands difcovered by them, and ftill more refpeding the lands which
they hoped to difcover in future. The latter, on undertaking their voyages along the

coafl of Africa, had the forefight to avail themfelves of the general opinion of the

time, that the iucceflTor of St. Peter, as the vicar of Jefus Chrift, had the power of dif-

pofing of fuch kingdoms as did not pertain to Chriftian potentates. The Popes,

Martin V. Eugenius IV. and Nicholas V. had already invefted Portugal with the empire

of all the countries they had hitherto difcovered on the coaft of Africa. Alexander VI.

to whom, after the voyage of Colon, Spain and Portugal preferred at the fame inflant

their different pretenfions, marked out a line which traverfing the two poles, divided

the terreftrial globe. The ifland Ferro, one of the Canaries, through which paffed the

firfl meridian of Ptolemy, was the point through which this line, called the Line of

Demarcation, ran to either pole. From this line all eaftward was granted by the Pope
to the Portuguefe, to the Spaniards all they fhould difcover weft. But when the

Africa, the fides of tlie groat pyramid, according to tlie French geometrician';, meafure at prcfent 716
French feet fi inches, or 764 '^

Englifh feet, without the caling of marble with which it was formerly

covered ; with that cafing it is computed to liave meafurcd 734 French ftel 6 inches, or 782^', Eiigh'lh

feet. Now, taking the hitter meafurcment, ilie proportion of the fide of the great pyramid to a degree in

latitude thirty degrees will be nearly as 1 to 464, and not as i to 500. Eng. Tr.
It is moreover known that Hypparchus, tlirce centuries before the vulgar xra had determined the lati-

tude and longitude of feveral ftars ; and that Ptolemy in the fecond century afccrtained by his method
the geographical pofition of feveral places on the earth with a nicety from which we may inter that they

were the refult of albonomical oblervations. Rolerlfon. An Hilloiical Difquifition rcfpcding Ancient
India. Se..'!. II. Fkench. Tr.

* Terabofchi. Storia delle Lettcrc Ital. Tomo vi. However, the knowledge of the variation of the

needle muft at this time have been far from generally dilTufed, fincc it was unknown to the pilots of the

t<]uadron of Magellan. (See forward Book II.)

p p 2 Portuguefe
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Portuguefe made themfelves mafters of the Brazils, and infifted on comprehend in;:;

this country within the eaft of the line, the line of demarcation was extended thirty

degrees weflward from the firft meridian of Ptolemy,

VI. While Spain in the wefl; was extending her conqueflis, and her chiefs multi-

plying their cruelties and crimes, the Portuguefe, under Vafco de Gama, in 1497,
doubled the Cape of Good Hope*, difcovered in 1455 by Cadamoflo a Venetian navi-

gator. They coafted along the eaftern fhorcs of Africa and the iflands which lie

between that portion of the world and Afia, and arrived at Calicut, whicii then was the

mart for fpiccs. After wars and battles, as well with the natives as with the Moors,

who had invaded a confiderable portion of this country, they extended their voyage to

the Molucca iflands; and here, in 1510, they formed an euablifliment, and engrofled

almoft an exclufive traffic in pepper and cloves, fpiccs chiefly exported from thefe

iflands f.

VII. The duke of Albuquerque was at this time governor and viceroy of llie Portu-

guefe efl:ablifliments in India, and by his genius and intrepidity had rendered abortive

the machinations of the Venetians, who, being at that time the allies of Soliinan the

Magnificent, exerted all their means to prefcrve in its channel, by the Red Sea, the

commerce which the Portuguefe were anxious to tranfport to Lifbon ];. In the fuite

of this viceroy it was that Magellan remained five years in India §. He was a Portu-

guefe gentleman, had cultivated the fciences, but efpecially thofe branches which relate

to navigation (a ftudy then much in vogue among the nobility of Portugal), and had

undertaken this voyage that he might make himfelf known at court, and fecure to him-

felf an employment fuited to his genius. From Calicut he went to Sumatra, where he

captured a flave. It does not appear that he extended his voyage to the Moluccas, not-

withflanding the affertions of Angera, Ramulio, and other writers
||

; for if he had

proceeded to them he would have known that they are under the equinoctial line, and

confequently would not have gone in fearch of them to the fourteenth degree of north

latitude, as he is feen to have done in his chart. From the Indies he returned to

Lifbon. In the mean time Albuquerque fent to the Moluccas Francis Serano, a friend

and relation of Magellan, with directions to conftruft a fort there ; but this he was

unable to efFefl:, as, from an infenfate pride, each of the kings of the iflands contended

for its being built on his own territory ; and as Serano himfelf, anxious to fubdue

them all at once, afted rather as a fovereign than a peace-maker, which title he

aflTumed. In courfe of the work will be feen in what manner he became the victim of

his ambition.

VIII. I am ignorant what pretenfions Magellan may have had to favours from court

;

but his whole condud feems to fliew that he was equally intrepid and well informed,

notwithftanding the aflTertions of the Jefuit Maftei ^, who charges him with poflfeffing a

* This cape was laid down in 1450 by Brother Maiiro, carnp.lJule of tlie convent of Murano near

Venice, on a map of the world which I faw in 1790, and which, as is faid, is ftiU tliere to be feen.

French Tr.

f At leaft if credit be due to our author, who, at page 176, ftatos his having^ met. in Ijji.with Pedro

de Lornfa, and learnt from him, Como ja fedi%i nnnt /lava tie la India, ma x in Mahtcho, e Ijnl'i erano che

Ma:ucl]o Jtaiia difcoperlo afcofamente. " Tliat he had then been fixtcen vcars in India, but ten in the

Moluccas, as long back as which they had been difcovered, though the difcovery had been kepi feeret."

Fr e n ch Tr.

X Rohertfon. Loco citato, feft. iv.

§ Petri Anglerii, Opu^ Epift. Epift. 767.

U Hi.!oire Ge.ierale de Voyages, tom. i. p. 126. Edit, de Paris.

f Hift. Rer. Ind. lib. vlii.

f larger
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larger fliare of vanity than of real merit ; though, if our author be believed, we
niufl allow his claims to have been exceedingly moderate, fmce tliey were limited to

an increafe of pay of nearly fix franks (five fliillingsl per month. As, moreover, the

King of Spain inveftcd him with the order of St. James of the Swcrd, and entrulled

him with the command of a fqiiadron, there is reafon to believe that, in the fervices

rendered by him to Portugal, he had exhibited evident proof of valour and ikill.

IX. During the flay of Magellan in Portugal, as Maifei relates *, he kept up a con-
ftant correfpondence with his friend Se'rano, who invited him to return to India, and
even to repair to the Moluccas, the diitance of which iflands from Sumatra, an ifland

well known to him, he pointed out. But if conjecture be allowed, and the tracing of
cauios from refults, it is not unlikely that Magellan will have complained to Scrano of
the injullice of the court of Liiton towards him ; that Serano, pollibly menaced by
the viceroy for not having followed his orders in building the fort, will have offered

to furrender thefe iflands to Spain ; and at the fame time have given information to

Magellan, acquired from the inhabitants of the moft eallern itlands, of the poflibility

of falling in with the cape of the continent difcovered by Colon, of doubling it, or of
finding fome ftrait in that direction ; and this the more from the Portuguefe being at

that time in poffelhon of the Brazils, difcovered in 1500 by Cabral, a country in

which John Carvajo, of whom Pigafetta frequently fpeaks, had refided for four years,,

and in which John de Solis, while feeking a paflage to the Indies, was affallinated and
devoured by cannibals, together with fixty of his crew.

X. It is not altogether improbable that Magellan was enabled by thefe means to

obtain fome intelligence refpeding a paflage from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean ;

but it was by other modes that he became fatisfied of the aftual exiflence of tliis paf-

fagc, as he informed Pigafetta and the companions of his expedition when he found

himfelf in the flrait. While foliciting advancement at the court of Lilbon, he paid

fuch clofe attention to the ftudy of geography and navigation as to render himfelf one

of the bed geographers and navigators of his timef. In confequence of tliis charader

he was allowed to examine all the charts which had hitherto been collected, and which

were preferved with great care in the royal treafury. The infant Don Henry, who
firft planned the undertaking of voyages for the difcovery of new countries, and thofe

who fucceeded him, had here colledcd all the fpeculations on this fubjed, and all the

geographical maps they could obtain, by means of thofe geographers, navigators, and

aflronomers who, in hopes of reward, came to tender their works at LifI)on. In thi^

treafury it was that Magellan found a chart of Martin of Bohemia, on which the llrait

was marked which communicates with the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean.

XL In order to be convinced that Magellan really fought this paflage in confequence

of feeing it marked on the chart of Martin of Bohemia, one need only read what Piga-

fetta fays on this fubjed, whofe words are here exadly copied from the manufcript in

our poflTefllon |. It is fingular this fad fliould be denied, as it might have been found

in the extrad from Pigafetta, publiflied in French by Fabre, and in Italian by Ramufio ;

but it is flill more fingular that this fad, fo honourable for Martin of Bohemiiij or

* Hift. Rer. lud. lib viii".

t t'gli piu giujljnienu cte homo fojfi al mondo carleava, el navi^ava. " He di;.w charts and navi^jated

with more txaclitudt lliaii any one living."

% It capilano-gencrak, che fipeva Je du-ver fare la fita navega-zioneper uno Jlrelo mollo a/co/b, como vitf nc la

the/oraria del re de Portugal in una larta fata per quello exallemi/Jtmo huomo Martin de Boemia, mando due

naii, tsfc. Page 40. " The captain general, wlio knew he hid to navigatt tliio'.njh a vuy fecret lUalt,

which he had fecn, in the treafury of the King of I'ortugal, marked in a chart drawn up hy that niolk

excellent man Martin dc Boemia, ordered two (hips," 5<c.

rather
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rather Beliaiin *, fliould have been denied by Mr. de Mur, on publidiing a work in

honour of him f. An examination into this difputcd point, materially conneded as it

is with the mofl: interefting part of the voyage I am about to publifli, will not here be

mifplaced. M. Otto, in a memoir inferted in the fecond volume of the Philofophical

Tranfaclions of the Society of Philadelphia, has fought to prove that Colon was not

the firft who difcovered America, nor Magellan the firfl; explorer of the ftrait which

bears his name ; and that the honour of both thefe difcoveries is peculiarly due to

Martin Behaim of Nuremberg. In fact, this Martin Behaim was one of the firft geo-

graphers of his age ; and one of the firft who, in 1492, formed a map of the world,

which he bequeathed to his country, and in which it is yet preferved ; was one of the

firft who crolfed the line with the famous navigator jaques Cano in 1482; who,
having married the daughter of Huerter, a feudatory of the ifland of Fayal, one of the

Azores, palTed feveral years on that ifland, occafionally at different times making voy-

ages to Europe ; and who, efteemed and confulted by the learned men of his time, as

well as by the court of Lifbon, had ample means of acquiring the moft rare, as well as,

for that age, the moft extenfive information with refpeti: to what relates to geography.

Still there is no foundation for pretending that Colon difcovered America poiteriorly

to Behaim, as was clearly demonftrated by the prefident Count Carli, loft to the republic

of letters and Milan, in 1795 |. M. Otto refts his opinion on a chronicle of Nurem-
berg, which ftates that " he difcovered the iflands of America before Colon, and the

ftrait, which afterwards was called the Magellanic, even before Magellan himfelf;" and

on the teftimony of Hartman Schedel, who fays, that Magellan and Cano in courfe of

their failing found themfelves in another world. But the prefident Carli obferves that

the chronicle of Nuremberg is not contemporary ; and Mr. de Murr convinced

himfelf that the ftatement afcribed to Schedel is interpolated in the manufcript in

different hand-vv'riting. In h& it is not found in the firft edition of his work, which

is in our library. Add to this, the expreftion, " In alterum orbem accepti funt," may
indicate their having pafled the line.

XII. With ftill lefs reafon does Mr. Murr aflume that IMartin Behaim never had the

leaft idea of the Strait of Magellan. " Having had the means," fays Mr. Murr, '' of

examining the archives of his heirs, I found among them no trace of this dicovery. More-
over, the terreftrial globe which he prefented to the city of Nuremberg fufficiently proves

that Martin Behaim did not even fufpeft the exiftence of America." This globe, the

hemifphere of vihich, comprifing the weftern part of Europe and Africa and the

eaftern part of Afia, was publifhed by Mr. Murr, this'globe, I fay, fhews, that at that

time it was conceived a veflel might proceed diredly from the Azores to the kingdoms

of Tungut, Cambalu, and Thibet, without meeting with any other land than the ifland

of Cathay, in the whole extent of ocean to be crofted in the voyage. From the

Canary iflands likewife it was imagined a courfe was open to the ifland Antilia, and

on this account Colon gave the name of Antilles to the iflands in front of America.

From the Cape Verd iflands, on the globe of Behaim, the courfe was defcribed as open

and with no land intervening to Cipangu (Japan), made known to Europe by Marco
Polo, and mentioned by Pigafetta, who fancied he pafTed at but a fhort diftance from

* It is Well known that his real name was Behaim. Cluveiius fays he was called of Bohemia becaufe

his anceftors came originally from that country, or had fettled there for the purpofe of carrying on

trafHc.

\ Notice fur le Chevalier Martin Behaim, celebre navigateur Portugais ; avel la defcriptlon de fon

globe terreftre. See the DifTertation at the clofe of this work.

X See Opufcoli Scelti di Milano, tomo xv. p. 72.

it.



pigafetta's voyage round the world. 295

it. From Japan the fea was open to Cambaya, and, turning fouthward, to the larger
and fmaller iflands of Java, placed under the fame meridian. It is therefore plain that

the globe alluded to does not notice America. As therefore Behaim in 1492, knew
nothing of America, he could impart no information to Colon, who failed in that year ;

but this fa6l by no means proves that, between that epoch and the year 1506, which
was the laft of the life of Behaim, he had not become acquainted with all that was
known up to that time, and marked the fame on a geographical chart. His different

voyages, his extenfive correfpondence with all the learned men of the day, his various

occupations at the court of Lifbon, and, above all, his refidence at the Azores iflands,

furnifhed him with means of acquiring all the information which chance or rcfearch

had produced among navigators, Varenius * pretends that Nunez de Valboa, in

1513, was convinced of the exiftence of the ftrait in queftion from currents, which are
only found in channels open at the two extremities, and never in a bay. Why in this

cafe fhould it be deemed unlikely that fome other navigators fhould have made the

fame obfervation in the time of Behaim, and have communicated it to him. ? Mr. de
Murr indeed allows the poffibility of fuch an incident, but pretends that it did not take

place; and, that it was Marc-Antonio Pigafetta, who in his Itinerary, publiflied in

London in 1585, fii-fl: fpread the fable of the difcovery of America by Behaim ;
" and

I am ignorant," adds he, " whether Philip Pigafetta, in his Relation refpecting Congo,
does or not allude to Martin Behaim." We may gather from the manner in which
Mr. de Murr exprcffcs himfelf, that he fcarcely knew the names and titles of the books
of the two other Pigafettas (Marc-Antonio and Philip) ; and that he was altogether

uninformed refpefting our knight Antonio Pigafetta, of his " Relation of the Difcovery

of India ;" or of the extrafts publifhed from that work ; nay, that he had not himfelf

read the Itinerary of which he fpeaks, fur it contains no mention whatever of Martin

Behaim. Neither does Philip Pigafetta, in his Relation refpeding Congo, printed at

Rome in 1591, or in his Itinerary of Egypt, make any mention of him, as I learn in

the latter inftance from my friend Mr. Malacarne, profeffor of furgery, in whofe pof-

feflion this manufcript is. ^"here is therefore little room to doubt that Magellan had
feen the flrait to which he gave name marked on the chart of Martin Behaim : but it

mufl at the fame lime be allowed either that he placed no implicit reliance on the chart,

or that the chart in queftion was very incorreft ; as otherwil'e, when in latitude forty-nine

degrees thirty minutes north, he would not have difpatched his veflel the San Jago to

reconnoitre the coafl: on which it was fliipwrecked while feeking the ftrait in fifty-two

degrees ; nor would he have determined on proceeding fouth as high as feventy-five

degrees in cafe he fhould not find it.

XIII. Let us now return to the hiftory of Magellan, and of our author. Whether
in view of avenging his fancied v/rongs, whether to obtain that promotion he fought,

Magellan repaired to Spain, and offered his fervices to Charles V. in taking command
of a fquadron to fail to the wefhvard of the line of demarcation as far as to the Spice-

iflands, which were better known from the report of the Italians, who had proceeded

thither caflward, than from the narratives of the Portuguefe, who had then been

ten years eflablifhed there, but who kept in greatefl focrecy the difcoveries they made
j

fo much fo indeed, fays Caflagnada, that in the courfe of time the memory of the

voyage of Gama would have been loft, had he not himfelf taken the trouble of writing

and connnitting it to the prefsf. Charles V., or rather Cardinal Ximencs, his prime

• Gcog. gencr. c. 12.

{• Hiftoria delta conquifta Jclle Inilic Oiientale, preface.

8 miniller.
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ininifter, wlio frovcrned Spain during hir, nbfcncc, paid great attention to the projoifl

of Magellan J who not only convinced him o{ the poilibility of reaching the Spice- Illands

by failing towards the weft, but affured him that they were comprifed within that

portion of the globe which, in virtue of the line of demarcation, belonged to Spain;

for, had it not been for this reprefentation, the Cardinal would affiiredly not have

fanftioned the invafion of a country vefted in another by the Pope. In order to fatibfy

him that the Moluccas were in the SpaniOi hemifphere, Magellan brought forward

the teftimony not only of Crilloval llara, who ftated that he was convinced from the

information given him by fadors belonging to different cftablifhments he had in India

of the real geographical pofition of thefe iilands*, but alfo of the famous aflrologer

Rodrigo Falciro, who fliev/td, by a map of the world and by the conipafl'cs, that thcfe

iflauds were fituate within the one hundi-ed and eightieth degree of longitude weft.

And as the Cardinal continued yet to entertain fome doubt of the fact, Faleiro

inftrufted Magellan in a method to calculate the longitude, fo as not to overpafs the

line t oi demarcaiion. In order to clear the point, it was indeed propofed that Faleiro

fhould accompany Magellan ; but, as the former was an aftrologcr, he excufed

himfelf from being a party in the voyage, pretending he had computed it, and found,

if attempted, it would prove fatal to him. It did indeed prove fatal to Martin de

Sevilla, who went in his (lead, but who had not forefcen that he would be aflaflinated,

as will be feen he was at the ifland Zubu.
XIV. We have a proof of the importance of inquiries into the longitudes, during

this voyage, in the defcription I am about to publifti. Scarcely had the fquadron

reached the Pacific Ocean ere the Cavellero Pigafetta made a point of noting on his

journal, not only the latitude, but alfo the longitude of the hne of demarcation
;

and in order to obviate any mifconception, he remarks that this line is thirty

degrees weft of the firft meridian, which itfelf is three degrees weft of Cape Verd
J,

After having expreffed himfelf with fuch exactitude, it is highly furprizing that

Fabre, who has given an extraft of his narrative, fhould not have comprehended him,

and inftead of degrees of longitude " from the line of demarcation," have conftantly

written " from the line of departure," or " the degree of longitude whence they

departed ;" and in that part where he ftiould have marked the pofition of the line,

the fame as our author has done, he fays, " and thirty degrees from the meridian,

which is three degrees more towards the eaft than the Cape of Good Hope."
It is evident his mode of expreflion is marked by a want of fenfe, and in confequence

Ramufio, on tranflating the work of Fabre, has wholly omitted this paffage ; that

in copying the author before him, in lieu of " Longitudine dalla linea di divifione,"

he fhould have given " Longitudine dal luogo donde li eran pariiti," is certainly ex-

cufable ; but by thus writing he encreafes the errors of the longitude noticed by
Pigafetta by foity degrees.

XV. But the Portuguefe, interefted in determining the real latitude of the Moluccas,
accufed the Spaniards not only of being in error, but with perfidy ; and Pietro

Martir D'Angei*a, a Milanefe gentleman, and hiftoriographer of the court of Spain,

pleafantly ftates in one of his letters §, that twenty-four pilots and aftronomers were
chofen, Spanifh and Portuguefe, who, after numerous fyllogifms, at length decided

• Epillola (3i MalTimlli ano Tranfilvano, preflTo Ramufio, torn i. p 348.

f Caftagnedf, loc cit.

X La linea de la repartitione e trenta gradi long! dal meredionale ; el raci idionale e tre gradi al

levante long! da Capo Verde, page 56.

§ Epiftie 797.

that
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that the qucRIon could no othcnvife be fettled than by the mouMis of cannon ; Charles V.
however, computed that it would be preferable he (liould accept the offer made
him by John III. of Portugal of one hundred and fifty thoufand piftoles in lieu of all

claim
; and he confequenlly ceded his pretenfions. It is moreover clear that thefe iflands,

placed by Pigafetta between the one hundred and fixtieth and one hundred and
feventieth degree weft of the line of demarcation, are in reality fituate beyond one
hundred and eighty degrees weft of that line, and that they of courfe, by the bull of
Alexander VI., belonged to Portugal. Putting out of queftion their exad pofition^

the King of Spain, fatisfied that Portugal ufurpcd a property inherent in himfelf,

and already difpofed to grant a fquadron of caravellas * to Eftefano Gomez for a

voyage of difcovery, confided the command of it to Magellan, who, in order to

remove all obftacles, entrufted one of the veffels to the pilotage of the fame Gomez,
a confid<"nce which he foon had reafon to repent.

XVL While this matter was in agitation at the court of Madrid, Antonio Piga-

fetta, a gentleman of Vicenza, was at Rome, whither all Italians of genius, or who
fought to make their fortunes repaired, efpecially in the brilliant asra of Leo X. He
was of a tolerably noble family, originally from Tufcany, and probably was the

fon of that Matteo Pigafetta, a doftor and knight, who at feveral epochs was employed
in the miniftry of the afiairs of his country f. Alike anxious for fame and fortune,

he felt inclined to feek both in diftant countries, and even in the new world recently

difcovered by Colon and Americo Vefpucci, and in which a number of Italians had
already acquired wealth and renown. lie went to Spain in the fuite of Signor

Francefi Chiericuto, his fellow citizen, who was deputed from Rome as orator or

embaflador to Charles V. in order thence to commence his travels. Every thing

fucceeded with him to the full extent of his wiflies ; and in the epiftle in which he
dedicates his work will be feen the manner in which he obtained permiflion from the

Emperor to accompany the fquadron of Magellan.

XVII. Pigafetta certainly was not very well informed, notwithftanding the affertion

of Marzari, a Vicentine hiftorian, " that he was famous throughout Europe for his

fkill in philofophy, in the mathematics, and aftrology J;" but he had ftudied geography

• Caravclla was a term given by tlie Poitugiiefc, at this time, to vefTcIs which carried on the trade with

India, and is a diminutive of caravan. The fpiccs and filks of India, as before has been noticed, were

formcily conveyed by camtls, over-land, from Samarcand, the Gulf of BafTora, or the Red Sea. For
fecurity's fake the merchants travelled in large bodies, denominated caravans: as thciefore the word
caravan v.as applied to the affemblage which brought Indian commodities to the hands of Europeans,

the fliips employed on a fimilar oliject, appropriately received the diilinftion Caravcl.'as. Esc. Tr.
-j- Angel Gibrieli de Sta. Maria, Biblioteca e Storia de' tcrittori Vicentini, vol. iv. p. I.— I have

tnade fonie enquiries at Vicenza refpe>5ting the perfon and family of our traveller, but have been able to

obtain but little information. In a manufcript entitled Genealogica Storia delle famiglie nobile Vi-

cer.tini, vol ii. it is faid he was the fon of Domitio qm. Antonio and Bartolomea ^farollica ; and

that he was elcfled Jurifconfultus in 1470, v.liich ill accords with tlie Cavallcro Antonio, unlcfs indeed

his father was the Jurifconfultus. For what regards the Cavallcro Antonio, there arc only two lines of

an epitaph placed in the church of the nuns ot St. Dominic by the Cav.;llero Capta, who inherited

the cllutc of Philip Pigafetta. " Philippus Pigafeta— Perigrinandi ciipidus, tt Antonii gentills fui cq.

hierof lim, qui primus terrarum orbem circumiit, glor'x asmulu?, abditifllmas regioncs adivit," etc. His

houfi; is Itill vifiblc at Viccnr.a in the llreet Della-Luiia ; it is of Gothic architcdurc, and was built by.

his family in 1481 ; but on his r'.turn he caufed the portal to be ornameriicd by a felloon of rofes, and

engraved thereon the following words 11, • n-'ect rose • sans • f.?pin E ; having no doubt in view the

rli'ry he had acquired by his circumnavigation, and the fufferings he had undergone. I owe thefe par-

ticulais to the Condes Francefi di Thicni, and Francefi di ian Giovanni, to wjiom I tecl it equally a duly

and a picafuie thus publicly to acknowledge my obligation. Fr. Tr.

J Storia di Vicenza, al' anno 1480.

VOL. XI. Q Q .
and
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and aflronomy fufficiently to comprehend the ufe of the aflrohibe, and determine the

latitude of a phice ; he was Hkewifc acquainted with the theory of celeftial plienomena

fufficiently well to make thole obfervatlons of the ftars by which the variaiions of the

needle are afcertained, the run of a fliip is computed, and the longitude found. His

knowledge in thefe appendages on the art of navigation will be feen in his Treatifc

on Navigation, of which an extract is given at the conclufion of the- narrative of

his voyage.

XVIII. His anxiety to obtain further knowledge equalled and even furpaffed his

acquirements. Of this we have a fpechnen in the (ludious attention he paid, during

his vovagc, to the acquifition of the idioms of the different nation^ he vifited, and to

forming vocabularies of lels or greater volume, as circumflances admitted. He fought

to be an eye-witnefs of every thing himfelf, and had frequent means of gratifying his

wiflies in this refpcft, owing to the private miflions in which he was fent to the Kings

of the iflands vifited by the fquadron. We fhall in the courfe of his narrative per-

ceive, that he fcarcely ever failed of making excurfions for the purpofe of examining

the mofl important branches of culture of the different countries ; the natural hiflory

of thefe he gives in the beft manner nx his power ; not, indeed, with the exactitude of

a botanill, but with the precifion of a man of fenfe. Not contenting himfelf with

what he law, he fought for information refpe6ting thofe countries at which the

fquadron did not touch, by means of thofe Indians who, of their own accord or

by compulfion, were on board the fquadron. It muft, at the fame time, be allowed,

that he v/as deficient of the requifite knowledge of natural hiftory and phyfics to be

qualified to appreciate duly all he faw, and to diflinguifh truth amid the fables and

falfities related to him ; of the inhabitants of the Orellana, for example, and the

Amazons, of Pygmies, &c. defcrljitions of whom, given as if he ferioufly credited

them himfelf, excites one's rifible faculties.

XIX. But though he was not either a fl-cilful botanill, naturalift, or aflronomer,

as are mod of the navigators of the prefent age, Pigafetta is far from meriting the

obloquy thrown on him by iVI. de Paw, who calls him " a barbarous exaggerator, a

credulous and ignorant man, v.ho, with no duty, and with no appointment, failed

in the Victory '." But again, what value is affignable to the obloquy of M. Paw ?

Does it afls. more than a curfory view of his " Recherches fur les Americains," to

be fatisfied that he is' a writer who, by " hazardous affertions, taking them in the

mofl: favourable light, and without underftanding v/hat he fpeaks about," as M.
Pernetty juftly obferves f, propofed to himfelf no other objedt than of writing a book

which might be palatable to the felf-titled philofophers of the day, either by the

novelty of the delufive fyfl:em it broaches reipecling America, or by its fcandal, and

the irreligious fentiments it contains. Indeed, this author was unacquainted with any

other than the wretched extract of the work of Pigafetta, publiflied by Fabre
;

yet

does he prefume to condemn both the writer and the work itfelf, as if he had feen it

in its perfedl ftate. It is true, on the other hand, other writers, among which is to

be ranked the celebrated Tirabofchi, thought little of the Voyage of Pigafetta ; but

this could only arife from their having conceived that he wrote nothing but what they

had feen in Fabre and Ramufio.

XX. Pigafetta, moreover, is fpecially deferving of praife, for the care he has

ihewn in noting daily all he faw and heard, and all that occurred to himfelf and

* Reclierches fur les Americains, tome i. p. 289.

f Preface a la DifTcrtation fur ks llccherches.

his
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his companions in the fquadron ; he was furfhermore fo fortunate as never to have
been out of condition to write ; for, while almoft the whole of the crew were groanin^r

under tedious maladies, he uninterruptedly enjoyed his health in fufiicient degree to

be qualified to make his daily obfervations ; hence, when on his return he reached the

iflandvS of Cape Verd, and enquired the day of the week, he could not be perfuaded

that he had loft a day, owing to his having regularly kept his journal. Pigafctta is

not the only one who has felt furprizc on making the tour of the globe, at having

loft a day ; this lofs, which was undoubted, feemed at that time fo inexplicable, favs

Angera*, that it was rather believed that our navigators had not made the tour of the

world, until the aftronomers and Cardinal Contanni domonftrated tliat fuch a lofs

was a natural confequence which muft happen to all who fliould circumnavigate the

globe, failing from eaft to weft.

XXI. At the clofe of three years, fays Angera tj of two hundred and thirty-feven

perfons, of whom the equipment confiftcd at its outfit, and of the five vclTels of which

the fquadron confilted, but eighteen men and but one veffol, in u fliattered and leaky

condition, returned to Seville, the place from which they failed ; of thefe eighteen

was Pigafetta. Every one on board the remaining ftiip made a point of relating all that

had occurred, and this the more from the difpofition of the court of Spain to publifli

the account of a voyage fo truly important ; for before thefe no one had circumna-

vigated the globe. Pieiro Martyr DMngera, whom we have recently quoted, a

member of the council for India aflairs, and w.'io had already written an account of

the Voyage of Colon J, was cntrufted to collect all that could be obtained from the

wretched remains of the crews. Into his hands probably will have been delivered all

the journals which had been preferved on board the veffel that returned ; but it feems,

Pigafetta retained that which he had kept, for he himfelf informs us that he went to

Valladolid, to prefcnt himfelf before the Emperor §; and prefumptively, on this oc-

cafion, he tendered him a copy of his journal written by himfelf, rcfcrving the original

notes. To the ordei-s given by the Emperor for D'.Angera to write the hiftory of

this expedition, were added the requeft of Pope Adrian VI. with whom D'Angera
was on terms of clofe intimacy at the time, he having filled the ftation at court of pre-

ceptor to Charles V. D'Angera therefore wrote this hiftory, and himfelf tells us, that

he fent his manufcript to Rome to the Pope, who intended to have it printed in the

moft beautiful ftylc; but this event did not take place until after his death ||. Ra-

mufio adds ^, that this manufcript was either confumed by fire, or perifiied on occafion

of the pillage of Rome in 1527.
XXII. The fame Ramufio, one of the earlieft and moft learned compilers of

voyages, adds, on this occafion, that the memory of an cnterprize fo great would

nearly have been entirely loft, " had not a ikilful Vicentine gentleman, M. Antonio

Pigafetta, given a curious and minute account of it :" of this, as we fliall prefently

• Epift. 770. f Epift. 767.

|. I'eiri Martyris ob Angleria. De rilnis Occaiiis ct oibc novo.

^ I'nilfn tioine da Sei'iglm andai a Fiillndolil, ove nprcfrntai a l.i farra m^ijrfla dt D. Ci'rio, non oro ne

ergento ma cofe da rjfcre ajfai aprccialt da un fitnil Sis'iorr. Fra k altre co/r li delli uno lilro frrifilo d.' una mano,

de tutic le cofi paffolf de giorno in ^ioruo ml -viaggio nn/lro, p3g. 230 On leaving b'cvilla I proceeded to

Vallad'-lid," wlitie 1 pictinttd to His Sacred MajcHy Don Cailo'i, not indeed gold or filver, but tliingi

pre in the eyes of fuch a f-fior. Among others, I gave to h!m a book written by myfclf, conr-

prizh. ,^ lurnal of all that occurred in couvfe of our voyage.

II
Epift. ip-].

_

^ Difcovfo fopra il Viaggio fatto dagli SptignuoU intorno il mondo, lorn. 1. p. 346.

Q Q 2 fee.
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fee, an extraft in French was made, which lie himfclf tranflatcd into Italian fur his

colleftion. Now, this book is ftill in exillcnce in the Ambrofian library of Milan ;

and, as it appears, not only has never been publilhcd, but was not even known to

thole who wrote the hiftory of this furprix;ing expedition. This work, properly

fpeaking, is not the journal prefented to the Emperor by Pigafetta, but a much more
copious narrative, written by himfelf in Italy, in compliance with the requeil of Cle-

ment VII. to whom he went to pay his court, at Monte-rofi, on his return*; and

more efpecially with that of the Grand Maftt.T of Rhodes, Viilers do Lille-Adam,
whom he frequently addreilcs, even in the body of the narrative. And as in this

book Pigafetta conftantly allumes the title of Cavaglicro, we mull conclude that

this work was written by him at fome time pofterior to the 3d of Odober 1524,

the day on which he was inftalled f. But, if we poffefs proofs that this book

was not written until feveral years after his return, we have like wife reafon for

believing that Pigafetta, in writing it, had his original notes before him, for he often

ufes the term oggi (this day) in copying what he wrote on the day it occurred.

Moreover, he would otherwife have been unable to have recollected an infinite

number of novel objeds and extraordinary circumftances, (which I have fometimes

brought together, but without alteration, in order to give more connedion to the work)

in purfuing, as he does, the courfe of events according to the time, rather than

according to their relation to each other.

XXIII. After having written his book for the Grand Mailer of Rhodes, and after

prefenting a copy of it to the Sovereign Pontiff", a copy noticed by Paulus Jovius |,

he fent another copy into France to Louifa of Savoy, regent of the kingdom for

her fon Francis I. (that monarch being then involved in the unfortunate war in Lom-
bardy, in which he was made prifoner, and during which Pigafetta prefented himfelf

to him on his return to Italy, and tendered fome productions of the other hemifphere).

The Queen gave this book to Antoine Fabre, a Parifian, reputed to be an excellent

philoibpher, and fuppofed to underftand Italian, as he had been a long time at

Padua; but Fabre, to fave trouble, merely made an extraft, and omitted what, per-

haps, he did not underftand ; the remainder was printed in French, with a number
of faults §. Notwithftanding all its faults, Ramufio, who was defirous of inferting

this circumnavigation in his grand colledion, tranflated it into Italian, and publilhed

it with two other narratives of lefs importance {{.

He changed but very few words ; abridged the preliminary difcourfe ; fupprefled

the number of one hundred and fourteen chapters, into which Fabre divided the

work, and added titles to the chapters into which he himfelf divided it. He likewife

copied the groifeft errors ; for he tranllated the word veilles by vcle, which fignifies

guards. See Paragraph XXXIV. of this Introduction.

* See the Dedication,

\ See Ruolo gencrale dc' Cav. glerofoliminis di Fr. Bartolomeo del Pozzo, Torino 1 7 14, where, j't

is worthy of remark, that the author merely recounts the names, dignities, and employments of the other

knights, but in noticing the Cavagliero Pigafetta, after listing him to be " Commander of Norfia," he
adds, " Lmous for his voyages in the Indies."

X Hiftoria fui temporis, lib. xxxiv.

^ Ramufio, loc. cit.

II
1 firll conceived Rumufio to have been the tranflator, for he exprefles himftlf in fuch terms as lead

one to infer that it was he who firll rendered into Italian the Extrait du V( yage de Pigafetta par
Fabre, and the letter of Maximilian the Tranfylvanian : but 1 have fince found that he did but copy a
tranllation printed at Venice in 1536, in fmall quarto, under the title, II Viaggio fatto dagli Spag.
nuoli atorno il raondo, MDXXXVI.— Amoretti,

There
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There Is likewife feme difference in what he fays of the infibulation of the Inhabitants

'

of Zubu, as will be fecn in the body of the work.

There remains^ I fhould obferve, that no bibUographer knew of this tranflation,

which our Ubrarlan latterly by chance acquired.

XX [V. 1 have been unable to difcover what has become of the copies which the

author prefented to the other perfonages noticed. The celebrated Prefident Debrolfes,

who collected with equal care and intelligence every thing which had tranfpired up

to his time relating to the difcovery of Europeans in the Auflral regions, in fpeaking

of the narrative ot Pigafctta, direftly ftates it to be loft *. It appears that in the time

of Montfaucon this narrative was not in cxiftence among th^^ manufcripts of the royal

library ; for in his catalogue f he only gives us the title of the French work, that is

to fay, of the extraft of Fabre, and he would, without doubt, have given the Italian

title, if he had found the original. Father Angelo-Gabriell de Sta. Maria, who wrote

the literary hilfory of Viccnza, affirms preremptorily, that there is a copy of it in the

Mulkum Saibanti at Verona, and another in the library of the \'atican at Rome ; but

with refpeft to the firft part of this aflertion, there is none in the Saibanti Mufzeum,

nor ever was, as I am aflured by my friend M. Delbene, fecretary of the Italian

Society, who took the trouble of examining the catalogues, both ancient and modern,

of this mufaeum ; as to the Vatican, I have juft received a note from SIgnor Marina,

prefident of the library of the Vatican, in which he informs me, that after every

requlfite fearch, not only did he not find this work among the manufcripts of that

library, but he had been further afTurcd, that it was not contained either in the

Urbine, Palatine, Ottobonlan, or Capponian libraries. It mull alfo be conjeiSured

that copies of this work were not only very uncommon, but that even the family itfelf

of our author did not poffefs one, fince Philip and Mail-Antonlo PIgafetta, of whom
we have fpoken In Seftion XII, and the latter of whom has written a hlftory of

the Eaft Indies, make no mention of the voyage, nor of the work of their brother

Anthony, which renders It fair to prelume it had never been read by them. I fee

by the hlftory of Caftagnedar, that this writer had before him a journal of this

voyage, on which he fays the degrees were marked differently irom what the

Spaniards gave out, in view of extending their pretcnfions farther towards the weft
;

and Maffei likewife informs us that Barros the Spaniard, wrote the hlftory ot the

fame voyage from the narratives and journals of the failors. I am ignorant of what

has become of the journals which the hiftorlans made ufe of but tor certain they

never were publifhed.

XXV. It might be conceived that our manufcrlpt is that which was prefented by

our author to the Grand Malter of Rhodes ; for it is tolerably well written, in a

charafter called at that time CanccUeres co J, on good paper, fmali In folio; the

geographical charts are Illuminated, and the book itfelf is tolerably well bound. It

might alfo bo fancied to be that copy prefented to the Pope, according to what Palus

• Navigations aux Terns Auftrales, torn. i. p. izi.

f Biblioihirca blhliothccarum, p. 185, b. in bibliolhcca regis. No. 10270. There is at prefent In

the national library of Paris, two manufcripts of a French tranflation, of the Voyage d'Antoine

Pigafetla; the one on paper, which appe-rs 10 be the olrltrll, under the No. 10270 ; the otiuron vellum.

No. 45 -;7. The Uft comts from the library of La Villltre. They are without Hale, and are not faid to be

the tranflation of Fabre, quoted here by M. Amorctti, and from which they differ even in the title ; Na-

vigation el dccouvrcment Je la Indie fuperieuic faite par moy Antoine Pigafetta vicentin, chcvallier de

Rhodes.

I The charader thus denomioated differs immaterially from that ufed now by lawyers, and termed

engrofling.

g Jovius
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Jovius fajs, that Pigafetta (whom by niiflake he denominate Jerome) prefenlcd him,

as well in painting as in wriiing, the mofl remarkable things belonging to the countries

he vifited *. Add to this that our learned Hbrarian Saffi, who in 17 12 formed a

catalogue of our manufovipts, wrote againft the title of this : it is pcrlraps the

eriginal. Yet, notwithftar.ding ali thefe conjedtures, I think our manufcript is but a

copy of thofe prefentcd to the illurtrious perfons of whom I fpeak, and on thefe

grounds do I found my opinion. Firit, at the title page, and at the head of the De-

dicatory Epiftle I fee the name of the author written Pigafeta, at the bottom of the

letter it is given Pagapheta, and at the end of the Treatife on Navigation, Pigaphetta ;

fecondlv, tiie manuicript is fo defetlive in orthogi'aphy, language, fyntax, and

logic, as oftentimes to have no meaning', as will be feen by reference to the paffages I

fliall occafionally quote in the notes ; thirdly, a third part of the volume cinfifts of

blank paper, which gives room for conjeclure that this copy was defigned for fome

one who wiflied to add other matters, and that the Cavallero Pigafetta never even law

it ; for had he, afluredly he would have correfted the groifer faults, and would not

probably have added his Treatife on Navigation ; or, if he had, he would not have

omitted to have given in this lafl work the figure to which he refers the reader, and

which does not appear.

XXVI. But, though this manufcript fhould not be of the hand-writing of Pigafetta,

it is not the lefs valuable ; fince it was, as we fhall prefently fee, written in the life-

time of that celebrated traveller, and fince it is authentic, as will be gathered from

its accordance with all we know of this voyage, and the countries of which it fpcaks.

This accordance, moreover, is efpecially diltinguifliable in the vocabularies. Indeed

the errors thenifelves, and the fables contained in the work, prove the authenticity of

the writer, who has detailed the relations made to him, and the phenomena he

obferved, as they prefented themfelves to his fenfes. Finally, this manufcript is

unique. I have been unable to learn whence the Cardinal Frederic Barromeo, (a name
ever dear to fcience,) and above all, thofe interefted in the library he founded, obtained

this manufcript. I fliall merely obierve, that on the infide of the cover is written,

*' Ce livre e(l du Chevalier Forrete :" and, as the hiflory of Malta informs us, that,

at the time of the Grand Mailer Villers De L'llle-Adam, and of Pigafetta, there were

two knights of Jerufalem, by name de Forret and de la Foreft f, it probably belonged

to either one or the other of thefe.

XXVII. Now, the tranflation of this manufcript is what I am about to publifli. I

have, if fuch an expreffion be permitted, tranilatcd it into pure Italian, from the

original idiom, which is a mixture of Italian, Venetian, and Spanifli ; for, had I

publiflied it as it appears in the manufcript, inflead of affording inflruftion and

ainufement, this voyage would affuredly at once have tired and dilgufled the reader.

From the Italian I tranflated it into French ; but in the notes I have frequently

given the paffages in the very manner they occur in the manufcript. I have made
ufe of the fame names given by the author, in fpeaking of the new countries

he faw, pointing out in the notes thofe by which they are at prefent known. For

the fame reafon as influenced me in this inllance, I have left the errors in phyfics and

natural hifl:ory as I found them in Pigafetta, contenting myfelf with pointing them
out to the reader. Certain cufl;oms, which the author relates to have either feen

himfelf or to have heard related, where the language was too loofe for the prefent age,

* Malta admlranda obfcrvandaque pofteris pifluia et fcriptis adnotata depofuit lococitato.

f Philibert de la Foreft lived in i 5: ^, and Jean de Fonct was in Rhodes when that place was befieged

in 1J22. BofTo, Iftoriadella facra religione e ill-s ma milizia Geiofoliiiiitana, part ii.

have
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have been clothed in a more decorous garb. I am not ignorant that In the narrative

of our traveller ufelefs things frequently occur ; and occalionally fome which are inap-

propriate or filly ; but I reafon with the Prefident DebrolTes *, " that one is naturally-

anxious of knowing in what manner things were regarded by thofe who faw them for

the firft time ; and that one ought to /hew refpeft to the obfervations of the mofl

early travellers, though oftentimes their conceptions are but of limited extent f;" and

as many celebrated writers have handed down to us, even by extracts, the faults and

miltakes of their authors, I have thought right in publifhing this voyage to imitate

their example.

XXVIII. There remains I fhould fpeak of the geographical charts which adorn our

manufcripts. They are in number twenty-one ; on thefc Pigafetta has traced South

America, and all the iflands of the Pacific Ocean and of the Eaft Indies, where our

navigators anchored, which they law in palling, or which were pointed out to them as

laying on the line of their courfe. Thefe charts are coloured ; the fea is blue, the

earth the colour of foot, the mountains green, and the huts and houfes white. In one

of the charts is a pirogue, a boat ufed among thofe people, carrying two men ; and in

another is the clove-tree. The charts are very incorrect ; but we fee by them that the

author has prelented objects either as they llruck or were pointed out to him ; on
which account he has placed the north on the bottom of the page, and the fouth at top ;

fo that, in order to give to the feveral places the pofition commonly given by geo-

graphers, they require to be reverfed ];.

XXIX. To afibrd an idea of the manner in which Pigafetta defigned his charts, and

to render the whole work more intelligible, I have given two geographical charts, and

a view of the Strait of Magellan as laid dov/n by the moderns, thus enabling the reader

to compare them with the defign by the' author. The firft chart is a terreftrial plani-

fpliere, on which the voyage of Pigafetta is marked by points. In one of the notes of

Book II. will be fecn the data from which it is formed. The fecond chart prefents,

under one point of view, a collection of the charts of the manufcript, in which our tra-

veller has reprefentcd the archipelago of the Philippines and the Moluccas, from the

Mariana iflands to that of Timor ; and in this alfo I iiave indicated by dots the courfe

which the veflel purfued between fo many iflands, forming as it were a labyrinth in a

fea, which even in the prefent day embarralies the navigator. At nrfl fight, the

charts of Pigafetta appear to be drawn froui fancy, or, at leaft, to be ufelefs to

navigation, feeing there is no relation between one and another, and that the degrees

of latitude and longitude are not laid down. But when thefe charts are joined

together in the fucceilion the author fpeaks of the iflands marked in them, it will be

feen they may be reduced to one ; and that Pigafetta, with a precifion far beyond what

could be expected for the time, has been the fird to furnilh materials for the geography

of thefe feas. 1 have mjfelf, with much patience, coniiecfed thefe charts, reducing

their dimenfions, but at the fame time preferving as much as pofllble their relative

proportions j and have given in one map the whole of this archipelago, omitting only the

• Hlft. dtrs Voy.ijjcs aiix Tt-rres Aiillralcs, torn i. p 97. i"
Tome i. preface.

t Otlitr geopjraplicrs, and cfptcially Kamiifio and Uibani) Monti, gave a fimilar piliiioii in ihcir cliirts

to llic places of which llicy fpo-;e. The latter, whom 1 fliall have octalion fictiuently to qimlc, was a

Milancfe gentlemen, who, in I Jyo, difi^^ned and caiifcd to bo en^jraveii a geographical chart which com-

prizes the whole of the earth known in his time. It is conipifed of fixty-fuur Ihicts, and thefe forming

four tlipfoides, feem to have l)een intended to cover a glol.e. 'i'o c.ch flicet the author affixed a very

detailed defcription of the political, uiigious, civil, and nalutal hillory of the country tl ere reprefentcd.

Till- whole wotk was ready for the prefs, but the platej aljuc have been publilhcd. This manufcript is

ia our library, and is rociitioncd by Safli.

iflands
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iflands De los Ladrones, and the Unfortunate Iflands, owing to their too great diftance

from the others. This chart it is which the reader fhould keep before him on tracing

the courfe of Pigafetta, from the inflant of his leaving the iflands Dc los I.ad rones to

that at which he enters again upon the Afiatic ocean, which he terms Laut Chidol, or

the Great Sea. The dots will point out the run of the fliips and the fpots where they

anchored. In order to place the iflands in their true pofitions, I conlulted the charts

of Bellin and Robert, in which they are oftentimes marked under the fame names, or

names differing but immaterially. I am not ignorant that there are forae errors in this

chart, in what regards the pofitions of the iflands ; and that the latitudes and longi-

tudes in which they are placed by the author are fometimes difl^erent from thofe in

which they are laid down ; but I likcwife know that thefe errors are not uncommon
even with the navigators and geographers of the prelent day, who have fo much
more ample means to determine pofitions with exactitude. It mufl: further be ob-

ferved, that Pigafetta only faw a part of the iflands he defigned, and that the others

were many of them traced from the defcription of the inhabitants, or Indian pilots, on
board his fliip. In fliort, he drew fome of his charts in the fame manner ag Father

Cantova in 1722 laid down the Caroline iflands (fee the extraSs from De Arofle's

Collection of Voyages in the South Seas, in this volume) : and as the celebrated Cook
has, in our days, traced the iflands of the South Sea from the relations of the Ota-

heitan Tupia.

XXX. This method, however inexadt, poflTefles the precious advantage of the names
of the iflands being indicated by Pigafetta by the names applied to them by the indi-

genous inhabitants ; this is very ufeful in a geographical point of view, as the names of

places have frequently become unintelligible, from each navigator, either from igno-

rance of the proper denomination, from vanity, or to pleafe his patrons, applying to

ncwly-difcovcred countries the names of faints, their kings, friends, and protedtors, or

of their native country, whence much confufion and uncertainty are occafioned, as

may be feen on cafliing an eye over the charts publiflied in different countries by the

people who fucceflively formed eflablifliments in the iflands of the South Seas. Often-

times the difference is only that of pronunciation ; and this will not appear extraor-

dinary to thofe who know that the fame name pronounced by the fame perfon has

differently fliruck the ear, and been differently written by the navigators of our time;,

for example, Meffrs. de Bougainville, Cook, Anderfon, Fofter, &c. However, to

render my author better underftood, I have joined to the names ufed by him thofe

adopted by other geographers, as well ancient as modern ; and thefe, at the fame time,

furnifli an additional proof of the truth of his narrative.

XXXI. With the fame obje£t of confirming and throwing light on what Pigafetta

fays, I have, in notes, added to the names of the different animals and plants given by

our author, thofe adopted by naturaliils, chiefly Linnseus. I have alfo endeavoured to

reftify the mifl:akes which he often makes, cfpecially when fpeaking of phenomena,
either feen by himfelf or related to him by others.

XXXII. Pigafetta, as I have already faid, endeavoured to form vocabularies of the

languages of the new people he vifited ; but I have conceived by uniting them at the

clofe of the voyage they will not only be of greater utility, but, while they will be lefs

tedious to the reader, will enable him at once to compare them. See the preliminary

obfervations at the head of this preface. I fpeak there alfo of a Treatife of Navigation

by the fame author, which follows the defcription of his voyage. An extradl of it is

given, and I befeech the reader to perufe the preface to it, that he may become fenfible

how interefting it is, even bv its errors, to the hiftory of aftronomy and navigation.

XXXIII. After
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XXXIIt. After what I have dated I flatter myftlf my work will be deemed of
fome utility, notwiibflanding we have already a relation ot this lame voyage in fome
coll-clions. Ali that has yet been known ot it, however, has ehieily ho'.n taken from
the work of Fabre, of whom I have fpoken in Section XXill. Now, Fabre has merely-

given an extradl of it ; for he fays himfelf, Cy finit I'extr.itcl du dit livre, tranjlate de

Italien en l'ran(jjh. " Here terminates the extraft of the faid book, tranflated frotn

Italian into French." I fliall, moreover, add, that the extrad: he has given is faulty ;

that he has omitted many things, to fpare himfelf the trouble of tranikiting them, as

Ramufio very jullly obferves ; and that he has been guiky of many errors, wliich are

not in the origmal, as I have already noticed with refpcft to the line of demarcation,

Section XIV. I cou'd even cite feveral others, which I difcovered in comparing the

extract of Fabre with our manufcript. I fliall give one fpecantn of them in copying
the firfl: page of this extract.

Lc Voya^^c ct Navigation aux IJlcs dc Molluquc, dcfcrit et faicl de noble homme Anthoine

Pigapbctta^ Vincentin Chevallier de Rhodes ; eomence le did Voyage Ian mil cinq cem dix

fKuf, et de retour mil CCCCCXXII le huytiefme iour de Scptcnibre, life. iffc.

" The Voyage and Navigation to the Iflands of Molluque, defcribed and cffedled by
the noble man Anthoine Pigaphetta, Vincentin Knight of Rhodes ; the faid Voyage
begins in the year one thoufand and nineteen, and [the date of the] return [to port]

was the 8th of September one thoufand CCCCCXXII."

CHAPTER I. — The firjl Chapter contains the dedicatory Epijile, and how Jive

Ships departed from the Port of Chc-villc ; — The chief Captain -ivas Fcrrant Magagli-

ones ;— And of the Signals which the Navigators made by night ii-:th Fires before, for
all to know what was to be done ;—And oj the Order of the Ships, and of the Watch
kept in them.

BY comparing this paflage with the tranflatlon given by me to the public it will be
feen, th t Fabre relates in an unintelligible manner, and in a few lines, what Pigafetta

has difliinctly given in a number of pages. Neverthelefs, 1 do not aflTume that the

extract is curtailed throughout as in the firft page, but Fabre is generally very concife,

very cbfcure, and feldom exa£t.

Fabre, and after him Ramufio, divided the work into a number of fmall chapters ;

but as no fuch divifion appears in the work of our circumnavigator, I fliall not in this

point follow their example. It appears, however, that Pigafetta hasfeparated the parts

of his voyage according to the itations, and, after his example, I fliall likewife part

into four books the tranflation of it given here, which I trufl will be regarded as a

novel, interefling, and initructive work, and one rellecljpg honour on Italy.

VOL. XI. R R VOYAGE
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VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD,
BY THE

CAVALLERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA, a Gentluman of Vicenza,

Publifhed originally in Italian from a Manufcript in the Ambrosias Library at Milan, with Notes by

CHARLES AMORETTI,
One of the Librarians and Doflors of tlie Ambrofian t ollege ; formerly Secretary of the Patriotic Society of Agriculture and

the Arts; one of the XL. of the Italian Society ; Member of the InlUtute of Bologna, &c.

And afterwards tranjlaled by him into Frencht

VOYAGE AND DISCOVERY OF UPPER INDIA,

. EFFECTED BY ME

ANTONIO PIGAFETTA,
A Gentleman of Vicenza, and Knight of Rhodes.

DEDICATED TO

THE VERY EXCELLENT AND ILLUSTRIOUS LORD PHILIPPE DE VILLERS LISLE ADAM,
GRAND MASTER OF RHODES.

AS there are men whofe curiofity would not be fatisfied with merely hearing related

the marvellous things I have feen, and the difficulties I experienced in the courfe

of the perilous expedition I am about to defcribe, and who are anxious to know by
what means I was enabled to furmount them ; and as due credit by fuch would not be

given to the fuccefs of a finiilar undertaking if they were left ignorant of its mofl

minute details, I have deemed it expedient briefly to relate what gave origin to

my voyage, and the means by which I was fo fortunate as to bring it to a fuccefsful

termination.

In the year 1519, I was in Spain at the court of Charles V., King of the Romans*,
in company with Signor Chiericato, then apoftolical prothonotary and orator of Pope
Leo X, of holy memory, who by his merits was raifed to the dignity of Bifhop and

Prince of Teramo. Now, as from the books I had read, and from the converfation of

the learned men who frequented the houfe of this prelate, I knew that by navigating

the ocean wonderful things were to be feen ; I determined to be convinced of them by
my own eyes, that I might be enabled to give to others the narrative of my voyage, as

well for their amufement, as advantage, and at the fame time acquire a name which

ihould be handed down to poflerity.

An opportunity foon prefented itfelf. I learnt that a fquadron of five vefTels was
under equipment at Sevilla, deftined for the difcovery of the Molucca iflands, whence

* Charles V. was elefted Emperor the 28th of June 1519; he confe^uently was but King of the

Romans when Pigafetta repaired to Barcelona.

we
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we derive our fpices ; and that Fernandez Magt-IIan, a Portuguefe gentleman, and
commander of the order of St. Jago de la Spata, who had already more than once
travcrfcd the ocean with great reputation, was nominated captain-general of the expe-

dition. I therefore immediately repaired to Barcelona, to requeft permiflion of His
Majefty to be one on this voyage, which permiflion was granted. Thence, pro-

vided with letters of recommendation, I went by fea to I^.Ialaga, and from that city

over-land to Sevilla, where I wailed three months before the expedition was in readi-

nefs to fail.

On my return to Italy, His Holinefs the Sovereign Pontiff Clement VII.*, of whom
I had the honour of an audience at Monterofi, and to whom I related the adventures

of my voyage, received me with great kindnefs, and told me I fhould much oblige him
in affording a copy of the journal of my voynge ; I confequently made it a point of

duty to fatisfy, in the befl: manner I was able, the wiflies of the Holy Father, notwith-

ftanding the little leifure my avocations allowed.

I have defcribed every thing in this book ; and to you is it, my Lord, that I prefent

it, befeeching your Lordfliip to perufe the fame when the cares of the ifland of Rhodes f
will admit ot your giving it attention. This, my Lord, is the only reward to whicii I

afpire, in devoting myfelf entirely to the fervice of your Lordfliip.

VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD, BT THE CAVALLERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA>

BOOK L

Departure from Sevilla, and thence to leaving the Strait of Magellan.

THE captain-general Fernandez Magellan | had refolvcd on undertaking a long
voyage over the ocean, where the winds blow with violence, and ftorms are very

frequent. He had alfo determined on taking a courfe as yet unexplored by any navi-

gator ; but this bold attempt he was cautious of difclofing, left any one fliould ftrive

to diflfuade him from it by magnifying the rifle he would have to encounter, and thus

difhearten his crew. To the perils naturally incident on a fimilar voyage was joined

the unfavourable circumflance of the four other vcflcls he commanded befides his own
being under the diredlion of captains who were inimical to him, merely on account of

his being a Portuguefe, they themfelves being Spaniards.

Before his departure he made fome regulations, as well refpecling fignals as the

difcipline of the fquadron. That the fliips might conftantly be kept together, he
eftabliflied the following rules for the pilots and mafliers : his velfel was conftantly to

* Of the Houfc of Medici : lie was elefttd Pontiff in 1523, and dIcJ in I 534.

\ The Turks had juft rendered themfelves mailers of the ifland of Rhodes, and means were then in

agitation for its re-conque(l, or, otherwife, to form another e'^abliflimcnt for ihe order of knighli of
St. Joiin of Jcrufalem. For thi; latter piirpofe, the Emperor Charles V. ceded Malta 10 them in 1530 j

and, in the interim, the Order had ellabiiflled its feat at Viterbo.

\ Pigafetta writes Magaglianes, the Portuguefe Magalhacns, the Spaniards Mngallancs, the French
Magellan.— Amoritti. Kach of tliefe nations have altered the orthography to prefervc the foimd of hi3

nsme. The Englifli, on the contrary, have neither preftrved the iound mir llie oiiginal nioile of fpelling

of the Portuguefe name, but have adopted the orthography of the Frcmh : following the practice of the

other nations, if the found were preferved, the name (hould be written in Eiiglilh Miij^liclyong, or Maghel-
yawncs. Eng.Tr.

R R a lead
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L ad the van ; and, in order that the other veiTels fhould not lofe fight of it during the

night, he had a torch of wood called farol, burning on the poop. If befides the

farol he lighted a lanihorn, or a rope made of ruflies *, the other veflels were to do
the fame, that he might be certain of their following him. When he fliewed

two lights without the farol, the veflels were to alter their courfe, either to make flower

progrefs, or on account of adverfe" winds. When three fires were lighted, it was the

fignal for lowering the bonnet f, a fail affixed beneath the niainfail in fine weather to

accelerate the fpeed of the fliip. The bonnet is lowered when a florm is threatened, in

order that it may not be in the way of the mariners on reefing the mainfail. If four

lights were fliewn, it was a fignal to take in all the fails ; but if they were prcvioufly

reefed, thefe fires were a direction for fetting them. A greater number of lights, or the

firing of a few bombards
J,

denoted the approach to land or fhallows, and, confe-

quently, that much caution was to be ufed in fleering. He had alfo another fignal for

carting anchor.

The night was divided into three watches, the firrt: at the beginning of night ; the

fecond, called medora, taking place at midnight ; and the third towards the morning.

The crew in confequence were formed into three divifions : the firfl: watch was under

the orders of the captain ; the pilot commanded the fecond, and the mafl:er the third.

The commander in chief enforced the mofl rigid difcipline, the better to fecure fuccefs

to the voyage.

Monday morning the loth Auguft 15 19, the fquadron having every thing requifite

on board, and a complement of two hundred and thirty-feven men, its departure was

announced by a difcharge of artillery, and the forefail was fet. We dropped down
the river Betis to the bridge of Guadalquivir, pafling near Juan d'Alfaraz, formerly a

thickly-peopled city belonging to the Moors, where there was a bridge, of which no
veflige now remains but two piers, which are yet ftanding in the river below the fur-

face, and which muft be guarded againft ; indeed, in order to run no hazard, this

part fhould not be navigated without pilots on board, and but at high water.

Continuing to defcend the Betis we paflTed by Coria, and feveral other villages to

San Lucar, a caftle belonging to the Duke of Medina Sidonia. Here is the port which

opens on the ocean, ten leagues difl:ant from Cape St. Vincent, in thirty-feven degrees

of latitude north. From Sevilla to this port the difl:ance is feventeen to twenty

leagues §.

Some days after the commander in chief, and the captains of the other veflels,

arrived in boats at San Lucar from Sevilla ; and the flock of provifions was completed.

Every morning we landed to hear mafs in the church of N. D. de Barrameda ; and

* This kind of rope is called in Spanirti flrenghc, and is made of a fpecies of efparto, which is firft well

foaked in water and afterwards dried in the fun or in fnioak ; it is well adapted for the objeft in view.

Amor.
f In order the better to explain certain fta-terms but little underllood, the figure of the fliip B, in a

plate annexed is given. This figure is copied from a drawing in one of the charts of Monti, with this

infcription : Kate fitloria fu ciii il cav. P'lgafsttafec'i il giro del globo. A is the mizen-mall, B the main-

maft, C the gallery for the centinel on the look-out, D the foremaft, E the poop, F the forecaftle. G the

anchor, H the bonnet, or ftayfail, which then was placed under the mainfail, but which now is fixed on

the fide. Akor.
X Plgafetta conllantly ufes the term bon:ibards ; but it is well known that, at this time, the denomina-

tion of bombards was given to cannon, and that cannon were oftentimes loaded with ftones in lieu of fhot.

Amor.
§ The league ufed by our author is that of fifteen to the degree of latitude, as will more diftindlly be

feen as we proceed.—Amor. It is equal to 4.64 Englilh miles and decimals. £nc. Tr.

before
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before we failed the commodore obliged every man to go to confeflion ; he alfo ftridly

forbade any woman being taken on board.

1 he 20th September we failed from San Lucar, fleering towards the fouth-wefl,

and on the 26th reached one of the Canary iflands called TenerifFe, fituate in twenty-

eight degrees of latitude north. AVe flopped here for three days, at a fpot where we
could take in wood and water : afterwards we entered a port of the fame ifland called

Monte Roffo, where we pafied two days.

A fingular phenomenon was related to us refpecling this illand ; viz. that it never

rains here, and that it has neither fpring nor river, but that it produces a large tree,

the leaves of which continually diftil excellent water ; this is collected in a pit at the

foot of the tree, and hither the inhabitants go for what water thcv want, and all the

animals tame and wild to quench their thirfl. This tree is perpetually encircled by a

thick mill whicli doubtlefs fupplies its leaves with water *.

On IVIonday 3d Oftober we made fail direftly towards the fouth. We pafled be-

tween Cape Verd and its iflands in latitude fourteen degrees thirty minutes north.

After coafting along the fhores of Guinea for feveral days we arrived in latitude eight

degrees north, where is a mountain called Sierra Leona. We here experienced con-

trary winds, or dead calms with rain, which continued to the equinottial line ; the

duration of the rainy weather was fixty days, a circumllance that controverts the

hypothefis of the ancients f.

In latitude fourteen degrees north we experienced very impetuous fqualls, which,

joined to the currents, prevented our advancing. On the approach of thefe fqualls

we had the precaution of taking in our fails, and laid to until the wind abated.

In clear and calm weather, large fifli called tiburoni (fliarks) fwam about our velTe!.

Thefe fifli have feveral rows of frightful teeth ; and if unhappily they chance to meet

with a man in the fea they inllantly devour him. We caught feveral with iron

hooks ; the lai-gc ones are by no means good to eat, and the fmaller are but of little

efteem |.

In llormy weather we frequently faw what is called the corpo fanto, or St. Elnie.

On one very dark night it appeared to us like a brilliant flambeau on the fummit of a

large tree, and thus remained for the fpace of two hours, which was a matter of great

confolation to us during the temped. At the inifant of its difappcaring, it ditiufcd

* This is a tale of ancient date. The learned pretend that tliis ifland is the [ Iiivialis, orOmbrion, men-

tioned by Pliny, (hb. vi. c 37.) and placed by Kim among tlic Canaries : he fays that in the tiril rain-water

only is drunk, and that in the fecond it never rains ; but tl.ac the inhabitams colleA the water which dillils

from the braiicesof a tree. Later-navigators who have vifited the ifland, 1 y nothing of this phenomenon.

Amor. The tree i.s affirmed to have had exillence by Bory de St. Vincent, on rcfpedable authority.

Eng. Tr.
j- The ancients imagined that no rain fell between the tropics, and confequently deemed this

region uninhabitable. •• Amor. For fome entirely novel, valuable, and ingenious remarks relpccling the

influeiiCK of the fun on the equatorial region, fee the termination or Chap. III. of a Voyage ot Difcovery

to tiie Southern Iflands, in this collection of voyages. Ekg. Tr.

% There aie many fpecies of Iharks, 'I'lie celebrated Spallanzani, lately loft to the univcrfity of Padua,

is the naturalifl, who of all otiiers has bell defcribed this fifh, efpccially as to what rcfpefts its torm, its

habits, and the ufe of its teeth. (Viaggi alle due Sicilie, torn iv.) We have in the mufcum of our library

the licad of a (hark, the mouth of which, when open, meafures two feet perpendicular ; it has five rows of

teeth, and each tooth is an inch and a lialf in length, from which we may conchuie how large the animal

muft have been to which it belonged. It is probable Septala found the teeth he iiientioiis in the bills of

Turiona (fceMuf. Sept. p. 225.), where I rayfclf difcovcrtd fomc at ihc period of rebuilding the tallle.

Amor.
fucil
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fuch a rcfplendent blaze of light as almofl blinded us. We gave ourfelves up for

loft ; but the v.'ind ccafed momentaneoufly *.

We faw birds of many kinds. Some appeared to us to have no rump ; others make
no ncfts for want of feet ; but the female lays and hatches her eggs on the back of the

male in the midft of the fea f. There are others called cagaffela, or caca uccello (fter-

corarius), which live on the excrements of other birds; and I have myfelf oftentimes

feen one of thefe birds purfuing another without interruption until it voided its excre-

ment, upon which it feized with avidity
J.

I likewife faw many flying-fifii, and other

fifli in fuch amazing flioals, they refemblcd a bank in the fea.

After we had paffed the i?quinoclial line, we loft fight of the polar ftar. We then

fteered fouth-fouth-weft, making for the Terra di Verzino
j|
(Brazil), in latitude twenty-

three degrees thirty minutes fouth. This land is a continuation of that on which Cape
Auguftin is fltuate in latitude eight degrees thirty minutes fouth.

Here we laid in a good ftock of fowls, potatoes, a kind ot fruit which refembles the

cone of a pine-tree (the anana or pine-apple), but which is very fweet, and of an ex-

quifite flavour, fweet reeds §, the flefti of the anta, which refembles that of a cow *[]",

&;c. We made excellent bargains here : for a hook or a knife we purchafed five or

fix fowls ; a comb brought us two geefe ; and a fmall looking-glafs, or a pair of fcilfars,

as much filh as would ferve ten people ; the inhabitants, for a little bell or a ribbon,

gave a bafl^et of potatoes (patates**), which is the name they give to roots fomewhat
refembling our turnips, and which are nearly like chefnuts in tafte. Our playing*

cards were an equally advantageous object of barter ; for a king of fpades I obtained

half a dozen fowls, and the hawker even deemed his bargain an excellent one.

* In all ages thefe meteors have been perceived on the tops of mails during tlie prevalence of ftorms, and
they have likewife conftantly been regarded as fymbols of the protcftion of heaven. Idolators fancied them
to be Caftor and Pollux ; and Chrillians have reckoned them to be faints, efpecially St. time. When the

number of meteors has equalled that of the mails, they have obtained credit as reprefenting btfides St. Elme,
St. Nicholas and St. Clare. The Englilh fallors, who ridicule the idea of their being faints, yet regard

them as Will o'the Wifps, or fpirits, and call them Davy Jones. It Is merely within the laft century that

naturalills have diicovered them to be an effeftof the eledlric fluid, which, being fometimes more and fome-
times lefs abundant, fometimes poluive and fometimes negative, appears more or lefs vivid ; and, as this

fluid is the canfc of the ftorm, it is natural that that fhould ccafe at the inliant the elcftricity becomes
no longer vifihle in thefe lights on the top of the mails. Thus is a phyfical caufe affigned for thefe phe-
nomena, which Figafetta frequently mentions.

f It was anciently imagined ihat the bird of paradlfe, of which more elaborate mention will be made in

Book III. had no feet, and conilruCled no nells ; and that the female hatched her eggs on the back
of the male : but here the author fpeaks of another aquatic fowl with legs covered with feathers, but
io fhort as to feem dellitute of them ; and, although this bird builds its nefts on fhore, the motlier bears its

young to fea on its back almoll as foon as hatched. Of thefe birds M. de Bougainville faw feveral at the

Falkland Iflands.

. J The llercorarius, larus parafitus, Linn. Is a bird of prey, which not being amphibious, awaits in

order to obtain fifh the inRant of -thofe leaving the fea who dive for their prey; they then attack and
purfue the latter until they force them to drop the fifh they have taken. This prey which they let fall it

is that has been millaken for excrement.

11
Verzino, or Brdfil Wood, Is the name given to a red wood formerly drawn from Afia and Africa, and

which at prefent is almoil exclufively imported from the Brazils, a kingdom to which this name has been
^iven on account of the abundance in It of this kind of tree. Amerigo Vefpucci, who was here In i;02,
when he gave his name to America, faid that he found here infinUo verzino, e moke buono, Bartolozzi,

Ricerche Storiche fuUe Scoperte d'Afrierlgo Vefpucci.

§ The fugar-cane, arundo faccharifera. Linn.
^ The anta is the tapir Americanus of Linnc. A fpecies of large fwlne.
** The patate, or batate, fortunately needs no defcription ; it is the folanum, or hiliotropium tubero-

"fum of Linne.

We
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1

We entered this port * on St. Lucy's day the 13th of December. The fun at noon
was vertical, and we fufFered much more from the heat than on pafling the line.

The land of Brazil, which abounds in all kinds of productions, is as extenfive as

Spain, France, and Italy united : it belongs to Portugal.

The Brazilians are not Chriftians ; flill they are not idolaters, for they worfhip
nothing ; natural inftinft is the only law they acknowledge. They are very long lived,

for they generally reach a hundred and five, and fometimes a hundred and forty f.

They go entirely naked, the women as well as the men. Their houfes are long cabins,

termed by them boi, and they lie on nets of cotton, called hamaks|, faftened bv the

two extremities to two llrong polls. Their hearths are on the ground. One of thefe

bois fometimes contains a hundred men, with their wives and children ; there is con-

fequently always much noife in them. Their boats, which they call canoes, are formed
of the trunk of a tree, hollowed by means of a fliarp ftone ; for flone is their fub-

flitute for iron, of which they are dellitutc. Thefe trees are fo large that a fingle

canoe is capable of containing thirty or even forty pcrfons, who paddle with oars

fimilar to bakers' fliovels. On feeing them fo black, naked, dirty, and bald, one
might miflake them eafily for Charon's ferrymen.

The men and women are well made, and formed as we are. They fometimes eat

human flefh ; but only that of their enemies. It is neither from want or inclination they

follow this pradicc, but owing to a cuflom the origin of which they thus relate. An
old woman had but one fon, who was killed by the enemy. Shortly after the mur-
derer of her fon was taken prifoner, and brought before her : full of revenge the

mother flew upon him like a bead of prey, and tore away part of his flioulder with

her teeth. This man had the good fortune not only to efcape from the woman, but

to rejoin his own people, to whom he exhibited the print of teeth on his flioulder, and
' whom he made believe (what perhaps he himfelf fancied to be the cafe) that the

enemy were dilpofed to devour him alive. That they might not be inferior in cruelty

to the others, thefe refolved on really devouring the enemies they might take in battle,

and thofe again retaliated. Still they do not devour their prifoners at the inftant, nor

while alive; they cut them in pieces and divide the parts among the conquerors.

Each individual carries away with him his allotment, dries it in fmoke, and every

eighth day cooks a fmall portion. This faft I learn from Johan Carvajo §, our pilot,

who pafFcd four years ia the Brazils.

The Brazilians paint their bodies, and efpecially their faces, in a flrange manner,

and in different figures, the men as well as the women. They have Own and woolly

hair on the head, but none on any other part of the body, for they root it out ||.

They have a vefl: made of the interwoven feathers of the parrot, and fo arranged that

the large quills of the pinions and tail form a circle round their loins, which gives

them a whimfical and ridiculous appearance. Almoft all the men have the lower lip

pierced with three holes through which they run a cylindrical ftone, very narrow and

" Now calkd Rio Janeiro.

f Vcfpucci relates the fame : lie likcvvife notices how, by means of pebbles, ihiy compnleJ their age ;

and the proofs they gave of ihcir h)ni;evity, by piefenting to him the fon, grandlon, great- grandfoii,

and tlie grandfon's grandfon, ftlll living. Lctterc di Amtr. Vtfp. Baitolozr.i, loco citato.

;|;
Whence evidently our word hammock. Eng. Tr..

§ In ovn- manufcript he is fomcti i es called Latrnaio at others Cariiaio ; it cannot however be doul>ted

but he is the individual Johan Carvallhos, of whom Caftagncda and other writers ol that time make

mention.

II
Many barbarous nations follow the fame praftice even now, making ufc for llic purpofe of bivalve

lliells iu lieu of pincers

8 about
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about two inches long. Women and children do not wear this incommodious orna-

ment *. Add to this, tlie front of their bodies is pcrfedly uncovered. Their colour

is more an olive than a black. Their Kinj; is called a Cacique.

The country produces an immenfe number of parrots, fo many indeed that a fmall

mirror will purchafe eight or ten. They have likewife very handfome monkeys of a

yellow colour, and relVir.bling fmall lions f.

The inhabitants eat white bread made into a round fhape, but which we did not

fancy. It is made wiih the pith, or rather the epidermis of a certain tree |, v\liich has

much refemblance to curdled milk. 'J hey likewife have hogs, which fecnied to us to

have their navel on the back §; and large birds, the beak of which refembles a fpoon,

but which are without tongues
|(.

Occafionally, for a hatchet or cutlafs, they offered us one or more of their young
daughters ^, but never their wives ; nor indeed would thefe confent to have con-

nection with any but their hudwnds ; for notwithftanding the freedom allowed to

unmarried girls, when married fo great is their modolly that they never fub:)iit to the

embraces even of thofe to whom they are efpoufed but under the veil of nighr. They
are fubjcft to the moft laborious toil, and often are they feen defcending from the

mountains, with bafkets on their he^-d, very heavy laden ; never however do they go
alone, their hufbands, who are highly jealous, conitantly accompanying them, the bow
In one hand and arrows in the other. The bow is made of Brazil wood, or the black

palm. If the women chance to have young children they hang them in a net of cotton,

which is fufpended from the neck. I could relate much more refpeding their manners,

but to avoid prolixity I pafs over the refl.

Thefe people are exceeding credulous and well inclined, whence their converfion to

Chriflianity would be no difficult talk. As chance would have, we excited refpcfl: and
veneration. A great drought had long prevailed in the country, and as rain fell on
our arrival, they attributed it to our coming. When we landed to fay mafs they

liftened with fdence and an air of inquiry ; and feeing us unfiiip our boats which hung
from the fides, or which followed the fliips, they imagined them to be the children

of the veffels, and thefe the mothers who gave them fuftenancc.

* Vefpncci (Lettera al Confalon. Sodcrini in Ramiifio, tomo !. p. I^l.) likewife faw thefe cylinders

in ufe with the iiihabiiaiits of Brazil ; Cook alfo noticed them among liie Calitornians, and Stedman with
the inhabitants of Surinam. Keate, in his occoniit of the Pclcw Iflands, conceives thefe cylinders to have
been originally formed of odoriferous wood; and that they were run throu-^h the cartilage of the nofe

that the wearers of them might conllantly enjoy a fragrant fmell.

\- This monkey is the aquiqui. Hift. Gener. de Voy. tome xx. p. 5^2. Amor. It is called alfo the

king monkey, is the link between the ape and baboon, and has a large btard fo well fafhiontd as to feem
as if trimmed by the barber. It is heard at a great dillance ; and when u chatters, ufes fo much exertion

as to foam at the mouth. Bomare. Eng. Tr.

J All who have navigated towards the fouih fpeak of fago, which is the pith of a fpecies of palm
called the cabbage-palm. Stedman's Voyage to Surinam.

§ This hog is the pecari or tajaffu ; it has a kind of purfe or odoriferous gland on the back near the

rump, which has a flit in it two or tiiree lines in length, but upwards of an inch in depth, from which
exudes an odoriferous liquor. This animal is gregarious, like the genus of which it is a ("ingular variety,

and even its young, although capable of becoming dumefticated, are never made familiai . On killing

the animal the purfe on ihe back and the teilicles are inllantly cut away, as otherwife, in lefs than half

an hour the meat would be fpoilcd, and unfit to cat. Bomare. Eng. Tr. (Sus dorfo ciftifeio. Linn.)

II
Spatuls, a kind of duck found in parts of Europe. (It is the anas roltro piano ad vciticem

dilatato. Linn
)

% This ilrange pradlice is common with all the inhabitants of the South Sea. (Cook's Second
Voyage, book v.)

The
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The captain-general and myfelf were one day prefent at a fingular incident. The
young girls frequently came on board to barter their favours with the crew ; one of

the molt handfome among them on this occafion made a vifit with this intention to

our velTel ; but perceiving a nail about as long as my finger, and thinking herfelf

unobferved, (he feized it, and chofe a fingular place for its concealment. Was it truly

for the purpofe oF concealment ; or was it for decoration fake ? This we could never

learn *.

We flayed thirteen days at this port ; after which, refuming our courfe, we coafted

along this country as far as thirty-four degrees forty minutes fouth where we found a

large river of frefli water. Here it is that cannibals refide, or anthropophagi. One
of them of gigantic fize, and whofe voice was loud as the bellowing of a bull, ap-

proached our veflel for the purpofe of enheartening his comrades, who, apprchenfive

of injury from us, were withdrawing from the coaft, and retiring with their effects to

the interior. That we rtiight not lofe the opportunity afforded of feeing them at hand,

and converfing with them, we landed about a hundred of our men, and purfued them
with an intention of catching one or another of the party : but they made fuch huge

flrides that even though we ran and jumped we were unable to cover any thing like

a fimilar fpace.

This river contains feven fmall iflands : in the largefl called Sta. Maria, precious

ffones are found. It was formerly imagined that this was not a river, but a channel

which communicated with the South Sea; but it was fhortly found to be truly a river,

which at its mouth is fevenieen leagues acrofs. Here John de Solis, while on a voyage

of difcovcry like us, was with fixty of his crew devoured by cannibals, in whom they

placed too great confidence.

Coafling conftantly along this land towards the antarftic pole, we (topped at two

iflands f, which we found peopled by geefe and fea-wolves alone. The former are fo

numerous and fo little wild that we caught a fufficient (tore for the five (liips in the

fpace of a fingle hour. They arc black, and feem to be covered alike over every part

of the body, with (hort feathers, without having wings with which to fly ; in fad they

cannot fly, and live entirely on fifh : they are fo fat that we were obliged to finge them,

as we could not pluck their feathers. Their beak is curved like a horn.

The fea-wolves are of different colour, and nearly of the fize of a calf, with a head

much like the head of that animal. Their ears are round and fhort, and their teeth

very long. They have no legs ; and their paws, which adhere to the body, fomewhat

refemble our hands, having alfo finall nails. They are, however, web-footed like a

duck. Were thefe animals capable of running they would be much to be dreaded for

they feem very ferocious. They fwim with great fwiftnefs, and fubfift on fi(h.

We experienced a dreadful dorm between thefe iflands, during which the lights of

St. Elme, St. Nicholas, and St. Clare were oftentimes perceived at the tops of the

mafts ; inrtantly as they difappeared the fury of the tempefl abated.

" In Fabre and Ramufio this incident is not mentioned, but inflcad it is faid that at the Inftant the

TelTcls approached the (hoic they landed Come pregnant flaves who were on board, and wlio left the fhip

by thenifelves, were their own midwives, and brought back tlie new born in their arms 10 tlic (hips.

Pigiitttia mentions no fiich matter ; nor does it wear the leall appearance of piobabih'ty. W e have leen

in the beginning of the chapter tliat Magellan gave the llriifleil orders that no woman whatever (hould

be taken on board.

t 'rhey ftoppcd at Port Defire, where are two iflands, one called the Ifle of Penguins, the otherthe

Ille of Lions. Pigafctta calls the former geefe, the latter wolves. The one is the aptenodita demerfa,

Linn. ; the other the phocat urfina, Linn, commonly called feals, or fea-dog«.

VOJL. XI. 8 S ^^
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On leaving thefe iflands to continue our courfe, we afcendcd as high as forty-nine

degrees thirty minutes fouth where we difcovered an excellent port ; and as winter

approached (the month was May), we thought bed to take flielter here during the

bad weather.

Two months elapfed without our perceiving any inhabitant of the country. One day

when the leafl; we expeded any thing of the kind, a man of gigantic figure prefented

himfelf before us. He capered almoft naked on the fands, and was fmging and dancing,

at the fame time calling duft on his head*. The captain fent one of our feamen on
fhore, with orders to make fimilar geftures as a token of friendfliip and peace, which

were well underftood, and the giant fuffered himfelf to be quietly led to a fpall ifland

where the captain had landed. I likewife went on fhore there with many others. He
tellified great furprife on feeing us ; and, holding up his finger, undoubtedly fignified

to us that he thought us defcended from heaven.

This man was of fuch immenfe ftature that our heads fcarcely reached to his waifl: f.

He was of handfome appearance, his face broad and painted red, except a rim of

yellow round his eyes, and two fpots in fliape of a heart on his cheeks. His hair,

which was thiUj appeared whitened with fome kind of powder. His coat, or rather

his cloak, was made of fnis, well fewed together, taken from an animal which,

as we had afterwards an opportunity of feeing, abounds in this country. This animal

has the head and ears of a mule, the body of a camel, the legs of a flag, and the tail

* Tlie inhabitants of the iflands of the South Seas call water on their heads in token of peace. Cook's
Second Voyage, book ill.

f M. de Paw, o( vvliom I have fpokcn in the Introduflion, (Par. XIX.) that he might fupport his

fyfteni refps-Cxing America, which he pretends is a country newly emerged from the water, where nature

is in a degraded Uate, is unwilh'njj to admit the exillence of thefe Patagonian giants, as they would militate

againfl his fyllcm : he fays that Pigafctta had a wrong view of thcle men, and added much to their natural

dimenfions in order that he might have miracles to rcl .te. M. de Paw certainly is not equally worihy of

credit with Pigafetta, who was an ocular witnefs, and always faithful and worthy of relidiice, where what
he himfelf has feen is a matter in dlfcuflion. As he found the Brazih'ans of the common foim and llature,

he fays, "Sonodifpofti hc.mini e femine como noi." Hence, when he affures us that the Patagonians were
giants, there is reafon to believe they appeared to him to be of gigantic liature. It cannot reafonably be
imagined that he was miftaken, for he lived with them a length of time, compared their dimenfions with

his own, frequently converfcd with them, learnt many words of their language, and was aftoniflied at their

voice, their weight, their ftrength, and the amazing quantity of food and drink they confumed ; fo that

every thing correfpondcd with their bulk. Thefe are the precife words of our traveller: " Veni uno della

flatura call como uno g'gante nella nave capitacia. Haveva una vocefimile a uno toro. Fugendo facevano

tanto gran pafTo, che noi faltando non potevano avanzare li fuoi pafii. Venni uno huomo de ftatura de

gigante. (^efto era tanto grande che li davan-.o alia cintura, e ben difpoHo, haveva la faza grande et

depinta. Ccriamcnte queftl giganti coreno piu che cavalli. Ognuno di li duo che pighafTenio mangiava

una fporta de belcoto, et beveva in una fiata mezo fccchio de hacqua et mangiava li forgi fenza fcorticarli."

I might neverthelcfs allow M. de Paw to entertain his doubts refpe6ting the aflcrtions o: our author,

were they not confirmed by oiher travellers. The celebrated Prtlident Debrofles (Navig. aux Terres

Auftrales, tome ii. p. 324,) has collected the tcllimony of all who have feen Paiagonians, and who
have fpoken ot them as men of extraordinary fize. The navigators who have touched at this country

fince the appearance of his woik, Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Cook, and Forller, have all of them confirmed

his opinion, after well examining this monllrous race, on the exillence ot which much doubt was enter-

tained It is true (hat Wlutcr, and Narborough, and finally M. Bougainville, fay, that the Patagonians are

but fix feet and a hall in height ; but is their negative aflertion to be placed in competition wiih fo

many pciitive witnefTes who fj eak of what they have feen, examined, and nieafuied r Mr DtfbrofTes has

obfervtd that thefe different tellimcnies may be reconciled notwiihftandmg their apparent contradiciion.

The inhabitanls of the moll fouthern coal!s of America are not commonly of gigantic nature, but indi-

viduals of certain tribes may be cf this unufual height. As they do not conlhuuly inhabit the fame fpot,

it will have liappened that fome navigators fliall not have feen them. Pigafetta, who did fee them, was
.

able to fpeak on the fubjeiSl.

of
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of a horfe ; and like this laft animal, it neighs *. This nnn lik?wife wore a fort of

flioe, made of the fame fkin f. -He held in his left hand a fliort and madive bow, the

firing of which, fomewhat thicker than that of a lute, was made of the inteflines of the

fame animal ; in the other hand he held arrows, made of fhort reeds, with feathers

at one end, funilar to ours, and at the other, inftead of iron, a white and black flint

ftone. With the fame ftone they likewife form inftruments to work wood with.

The captain-general gave him viduals and drink, and among other trifles prefented

him with a large fteel mirror. The giant, who had not the leaft conception of this

trinket, and who faw his likenefs, now, perhaps, for the firfl: time, fl:arted back in fo

much fright, as to knock down four of our men who happened to fland behind him.

We gave him fome little bells, a fmall looking-glafs, a comb, and feme glafs beads
j

after which he was fet on fliore, accompanied by four men well armed.

His comrade, who had objeQed to coming on board the fliip, feeing him return,

ran to advife his comrades, who perceiving that our armed men advanced towards

them, ranged themfelves in file without arms, and almofl naked : they immediately

began dancing and finging, in the courfe of which they raifcd the fore-finger to

heaven, to make us comprehend that it was thence they reckoned us to have

defcended. They at the fame time fliewed us a white powdei", in clay pans, and

prefented it to us, having nothing elfe to offer us to eat ; our people invited them by
figns to come on board our fhip, and proffered to carry on board with them whatever

they might wifli. They accepted the invitation ; but the men, who merely carried a

bow and arrow, loaded every thing on the women, as if they had been fo many beads

of burthen |.

The women arc not of equal fi?.e with the men, but in recompenfe they are much
more lufly. Their brcafts, which hang down, are more than a foot in length ; they

paint, and drefs in the fame manner as their hufbands, but they have a thin fl-cin of

ibnie animal, with which they cover their nudity. They were, in our contemplation,

far from handfomc, neverthelefs their hufoands feemed very jealous.

The women led four of the animals, of which I have previoufly ipoken, in a firing,

but they were young ones. They make ufe of thefe young to catch the old ones

:

they faften them to a tree, the old ones come to play with them, when from their

concealment the men kill them with their arrows. The inhabitants of the country,

both men and women, being invited by our people to repair to the vicinage ot the

fhips, divided themfelves into two parties, one on each fide the port, and diverted

us with an exhibition of the mode of hunting before recited.

Six days afterwards, while our people w-erc employed in felling wood for the fliips,

they faw another giant, dreifed like thofe we had parted with, and like them armed with

a bow and arrow. On approaching our people he touched his head and body, afterwards

raifing his hands to heaven, gcftures which the men imitated. The captain-general,

informed of this circumfiance, fent the fkilF on fliorc, to conduft him to the iflet, in

• This animal is the guanaco (camtlus luiaiiacus, Linn.), of wtiic!i genus natiiralifls cftcem the lama

and vicuna, a fpecies of camel, or rather Hicep, well known from its valuable (k-cce. The dcfcriptioo

given of this animal by the author perfeftly correfponds with the guanaco ; and all travellers relate that

the Pntagonians are clothed in its (kin. We have, in our muf^eum, a leg of this animal, which cxaftly

correlpor.ds with the defcription given of it by Buffon. (Supplcm. lorn. vi. p. 204). This leg is one

foot ten inclies long, though cut ofl below the knee.

f It is on account of this flioe, which made the feet of this man refcmblc the foot of a bear, that

Magallan called this people Patagonians. See Dedry, Americx, lib. iv. p. 66.

X It is an obfervation generally made in M countries, and in all ages, that women are treated in pro-

portion to civilization, well or ill, and moll coarfely where the leall civilization cxiiU.
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the port, on which a houfe had been erefted, to ferve as a forge, and a magazine for

different articles of merchandize.

This man was of higher flature, and better made than the others ; he was more-
over of gentler manners ; he danced and fprang fo high, and with fuch might, that

his feet funk feveral inches deep into the fand ; he remained with us fome days ; we
taught him to pronounce the name of Jefus, to fay the Lord's Prayer, &c. which he
did with equal eafe with ourfelves, but in a much ftronger tone of voice. Finally,

we baptifed him by the name ot John ; the captain-general made him a prefent of a

ihirt, a veft, cloth drawers, a cap, a looking-glafs, comb, fome little bells, and other

trifling things : he returned towards his own people, apparently well contented. The
next day he brought us one of the large animals, of which we have made mention,

and received other prelents to induce him to repeat his gift ; but from that day we
faw nothing of him, aiid fufpefled his companions had killed him on account of his

attachment to us. At the end of a fortnight four other of thefe men repaired to us
;

they were without arms, but we afterwardsTound they had concealed them behind

fome bulhes, where they were pointed out to us by two of the party, whom we
detained. They were all of them painted, but in a diiferent manner to thofe we had
feen before.

The captain wiflied to keep the two youngeft, who, as well, were of handfomeft

form, to carry them with us on our voyage, and even take them to Spain ; but, aware
of the difficulty of fecuring them by forcible means, he made ufe of the following

artifice. He prefented them a number of knives, mirrors, glafs-beads, &c. fo that

both their hands were full ; he afterwards offered them two of thofe iron rings ufed for

chaining felons, and when he faw their anxiety to be pofTeffed of them (for they are

paffionately fond of iron), and moreover, that they could not hold them in their

hands, he propofed to faften them to their legs, that they might more eafily carry

them home, to which they confented ; upon this our people put on the irons and
faftened the rings, by which means they were fecurely chained. As foon as they

became aware of the treachery ufed towards them they were violently enraged, and
puffed and roared aloud, invoking Setebos, their chief demon, to come to their

affifiance.

Not content with having thefe men, the captain was anxious of fecuring their wives

alfo, in order to tranfport a race of giants to Europe: with this view he ordered the

two others to be arrefted, to oblige them to conduct our people to the fpot where they

were; nine of our flrongeft men were fcarcely able to caft them to the ground, and
bind them, and ftill even one of them fucceeded in freeing himfelf, while the other

exerted himfelf fo much that he received a flight wound in the head from one of the

men ; but they were in the end obliged to fhovv our people the way to the abode of
the wives of our two prifoners. Thefe women, on learning what had happened to

their hufbands, made fuch loud outcries as to be heard at a great diftance. Johan
Carvajo, the pilot, who was at the head of our people, as night was drawing on, did

not choofe to bring away at that time the women to whofe houfe he had been con-

duced, but remained there till morning, keeping a good guard. In the mean time

came there two other men, who without expreiTmg any diffatisfaftion or furprife,

continued all night in the hut ; but foon as dawn began to break, upon faying a
few words, in an inflant every one took to flight, man, woman, and child ; the

children even fcampering away with greater fpeed than the reft. They abandoned
their hut to us, and all that it contained ; in the mean time one of the men drove off,

|o a diftance_^ the little animals which they ufed in hunting ; while another, concealed

behind
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behind a bufli, wounded one of our men in the thigh, who died immediately *.

Though our people fired on the runaways, they were unable to hit any, on account

of their not efcaping in a flraight line, but leaping from one fide to another, and

getting on as fwiftly as horfes at a full gallop. Our people burned the hut of thefe

favages, and buried their dead companion.
Savage as they are, thefe Indians are yet not without their medicaments. When they

have a pain in the ftomach, for example, in lieu of an operative medicine, they thruft

an arrow pretty deeply down the throat, to excite a vomit, and throw up a matter of

a greenifh colour, mixed with blood f. The green is occafioned by a fort of thilllc,

on which they feed. IF they have the head-ache, they make a gafli in their forehead,

and do the fame with the other parts of their body, where they experience pain, in

border to draw from the aft'efted part a confiderable quantity of blood. Their theory,

as explained to us by one of ihofe we had taken, is on a par with their praftice :

pain, they fay, proceeds from the reluftance of the blood to abide any longer in the

part where it is felt ; by releafing it, 'confequently, the pain is removed.

Their hair is cut circularly like that of monks, but is longer, and fupported round

the head by a cotton firing, in which they place their arrows when they go hunting.

When the weather is very cold, they tie their private parts clofely to the body. It

appears that their religion is limited to adoring the devil : they pretend that when one

of them is on the point of death, ten or twelve demons appear dancing and finging

ai'ound him. One of thefe, who makes a greater noife than the reft, is termed

Setebos, the inferior imps are called Cheleule ; they are painted like the people of

the country. Our giant pretends to have once feen a devil, with horns, and hair of

fuch length as to cover his feet ; he caft out flames, added he, from his mouth and

his pofieriors.

Thefe people, as I have already noticed, clothe themfelvcs in the {kin of an animal,

and with the fame kind of fi^in do they cover their huts, which they tranfport

whither fuiis them beft, having no fixed place of abode, but wandering about from

fpot to fpot like gypfies. They generally live upon raw meat, and a fwect root

called capac ; they are great feeders : the two we took daily confumed a bafket full

of bread each, and drank half a pall of water at a draught, they cat mice raw, and

without even flaying them. Our captain gave thefe people the name of Patagonians.

We fpent five months in this port, to which we gave the denomination ot St. Julian,

and met with no accidents on fhore, dunng the whole of our ftay, fave what I have

noiiced.

Scarcely had we anchored in this port before the four captains of the other veflels

plotted to murder the captain-general. Thefe traitors were Juan of Carthagena,

vehador
J

of the fquadron ; Lewis de Mendoza, the treafurer ; Antonio Cocca, the

payniafler; and Gafpar de Cafada. The plot was difcovered, the firft was flayed

alive, and the fecond was (tabbed to the heart ; Gafpar de Cafada was forgiven, but

* It is wtU known that favages make ufc of poifoned arrows, and our tiavcllrrs liad even oilier example*

of ihi>.

t Dcbry has given the reprtfentatinn of a Pata{roni.iii in this attitude. It Is podible that they may

thruft an arrow into the gullet, to free iheniftlves liy vimiilinp, from i[niigillion. Sometimes favages put a

wand into iheir mouths, in prefenre of their idols, to prove to them that they have nothing impure in

their lody. See BtNZ.nNi, publiflied by Debry.

I Vehador, or vcador, in (he ancient I'ortugucze, fijjnificd the manager of a focirty of monks : in

Spanifti, thi officer is called veedor, from veer, to look alter. Some wiiicrs pretend that John of

Carth-igena was a bilhop ; but Pigafetla would not have omitted mention of this tircumlUMCc, and

Magellan would not have punilhed him in fuch a cruel manner, had lie been iovcllcd with this dignity.

a few
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a few days after he meditated treafon anew. The captain-general then, who dared

not take his Hfe, as he was created a captain by the Emperor himfelf, drove him from

the fquadron, and left him in the country of the Patagonians, together with a pried,

his accompHce *.

Another mifliap befel part of the fquadron while we remained at this Ration.

The {hip St. Jago, which had been detached to furvey the coaft, was ca(t upon rocks ;

neverthelefs, as if by a miracle, the whole of the crew were faved ; two feamen

came over-land to the port where we were to acquaint us of this difafler, and the

captain-general fent men to the fpot immediately, with fome facks of bifcuit. The
crew flopped two months near the place where the veffel was flranded, to coUedt the

wreck and merchandize, which the fea fucceflively cafl; on fhore ; and during all this

time means of fubfillencc was tranfported them over land, although a hundred miles

diftant from the port of St. Julian, and by a very bad and fatiguing road, through

thickets and briars, among which the bcafers of provifion were obliged to pafs the

whole night, without any other beverage than what they obtained from the ice they

found, and which they were able with difficulty to break.

As for us, we fared tolerably in this port, though certain fliell-fifh, of great length,

fome of which contained pearls, but of very fmall fize, were not edible. We found

oflriches t here, foxes, rabbits much fmaller than ours, and fparrows. The trees yield

franknicenfe.

We planted a crofs on the fummit of a neighbouring mountain, which we termed

IVlonte Chrifto, and took pcffeifion of the country in the name of the King of Spain.

We at length left this port (sift Augufl) and keeping along the coaft, in latitude;

fifty degrees forty minutes fouth, difcovered a river of frefh water
J,

into which

we entered. The whole fquadron nearly experienced fliipwreck here, owing to the

furious wuids with which it was aifailed, and which occafioned a very rough fea ; but

God and the Corpora Sanfta (that is to fay, the lights which fhone on the funimits of

the mafts) brought us fuccour, and faved us from harm. We fpent two months here,

to ftock our veffels with wood and water ; we laid in provifion, alfo, of a fpecies of

fifh nearly two feet in length, and covered with fcales ; it was tolerable eating, but

we were unable to take a fufficient number of them §. Before we quitted this fpot

our captain ordered all of us to make confeffion;, and, like good Chriflians, to re*

ceive the communion.
Continuing our courfe towards the fouth, on the 2 iff Odtober, in latitude fifty-two

xfegrees, we difcovered a ftrait, which we denominated the flrait of the Eleven

Thoufand Virgins, in honour of the day. This ftrait, as will appear in the fequel,

4s four hundred and forty miles, or one hundred and ten maritime leagues in length
j

* When Gomez, who commandetl the Sto Antonio, after deferting the fquadron in the ftrait, returned

to St. Juh'an, he look them both on board again, and carried them back to Spain. Lettrc de Maximilien

le Tranfilvain.

f The American oftrich is much fmaller than the African. The Brazilians call it nhandahuacu ; and
Linnseus Ihuthio rhca.

X This river is that of Sta. Cruz, which Cook has laid down in latitude fifty-one degreesfouth. This
Tiame was given to the river from its being entered on the 14th September, the anniverfary of the exaltation

of the crofs.

§ It is known for certainty, that while the fquadron remained in this river, viz. on the I Ith Oiflober,

there was an eclipfe of the fun, of wiiich all thofe take notice who have written the hiftory of this voyage

;

and which is marked in the aftronomical tables. Authors even pretend that Magellan availed himfelf of it

to afcertain the longitude. Pigafetta, however, takes no notice of the eclipfe, nor ought he fo to have

done J for this eclipfe was vifible to us indeed, but not to thofe in the fouthern part of America.

8 it
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it Is Iialf a league in breadth, fometimcs more, fometimes lefs, and terminates in

another fea, which we denominated the Pacific Ocean. This flrait is inclofed between
lofty mountains, covered with fnow,and it is likewife very deep, fo that we were unable to

anchor, except quite clofe to fhore, where was from twenty-five to thirty fathoms water.

The whole of the crew were fo firmly perfuaded that this Itrait had no weftern
outlet, that we fhould not, but for the deep fcience of the captain-general, have
ventured on its exploration. This man, as fkilful as he was intrepid, knew that he
would have to pafs by a flrait very little known, but which he had feen laid down on
a chart of Martin de Boheme, a moll excellent cofmographer, in the treafury of the

King of Portugal *.

As foon as we entered on this water, imagined to be only a bay, the captain fent

forward two veflels, the Sto. Antonio, and La Conception, to examine where it

terminated, or whither it led ; while we in the Trinidad and the Vittoria awaited them
in the mouth of it.

At night came on a terrible hurricane, which lafted fix and thirty hours, and forced

us to quit our anchors, and leave our veffels to the mercy of the winds and waves ia

the gulph f. The two other veflels, equally buffeted, were unable to double a cape |,

in order to rejoin us ; fo that by abandoning thcmfelvcs to the gale, which drove them
conltantly towards what they conceived to be the bottom of a bay, they were appre-

henfive momentarily of being driven on fliore. But at the inflant they gave themfelves

up for loft, they faw a fmall opening §, which they took for an inlet of the bay, into

this they entered, and perceiving that this channel was not clofed, they threaded it,

and found themfelves in another ||, through which they purfued their coarfe

to another ftrait ^, leading into a tliird bay flill larger than the preceding. Then, in

lieu of following up their exploration, they deemed it moft prudent co return, and
render account of what they had obferved to the captain-general.

Two days paflTed without the two veflels returning, fent to examine the bottom

of the bay, fo that we reckoned they had been fwallowed up during the tempeft
;

and feeing fmoke on fliorc, we conjedured that thofe who had had the good fortune

to cfcape, had kindled thofe fires to inform us of their cxiftence and diftrefs. But

while in this painful incertitude as to their fate, we faw them advancing towards us

under full fail, and their flags flying ; and when fufliciently near, heard the report of

their bombards, and their liud exclamations of joy We repeated the falutation ;

and when we learnt from thjin that they had feen the prolongation ot the bay, or,

better fpeaking, the ilrait, we made towards them, to continue our voyage in this

courfe, if poflible.

When we had entered into the third bay, which I have before noticed, we faw two

^openings, or channels, the one running to the fouth-eaft, the other to the iouth-weft * *.

The captain-general fent the two veltels, the Sant Antonio and La Conception to the

fouth-eaft, to examine whether cr no this channel termhiated in an open fea. The firft;

* Sec tlic Introiliiftion, parai^. xi. nn 1 tht followinff.

f Plate ii. reprrfcnts the t( puj^raphy ot the ftr.iit of Magellan, cxtrafteJ from a chart of M. do Bou-

paii;ville In the other chart annexed, Is given the fouthcrn part of Amerlea, as it is in the inaiuifcript ot

Fiifattila. The draught i^; fur from cxaiJl j but the jjeographera of tlie li.xteenlh century have left us

nothing' I etter, as may be fccn by the geography of Hoitelius. The bay of whieli Pigafetta fpeaks,

is PiiflefTion Bay.

X Cape of Pofffflion. § Fir II Gut.

II
Biiuca'ilt Bay. ^ Second Gut.

" • The channel on the fouth-eaft is that near Cape Monmouth, called Detroit Suppofc, in the chart

of M. de Bougainville.

fef
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fet fail immediately, under prefs of canvas, not choofing to wait for the fecond,

which the pilot wifhed to leave behind, as he had intention to avail himfelf of the

darknefs of the night to retrace his courfe, and return to Spain by the fame way we
came.

This pilot was Emanuel Gomez, who hated Magellan, for the fole reafon that,

when he came to Spain to lay his projeft before the Emperor of proceeding to the

Moluccas by a weftern paflage, Gomez himfelf had requeued, and was on the point

of obtaining, feme caravellas for an expedition of which he would have had the com-

mand. This expedition had for its obj eft to make new difcoveries j but the arrival

of Magellan prevented his requeft from being complied with, and he could only obtain

the fubaltern fituation of pilot ; what, however, no lefs ferved to increafe his irritation,

was the refleftion of his ferving under a Portugueze. In the courfe of the night he con-

fpired with the other Spaniards on board the fhip. They put in irons, and even wounded
the captain, Alvaro de Mefchita, the coufin-german of the captain-general, and carried

him thus to Spain. They reckoned likewife on tranfporting thither one of the two

giants we had taken, and who was on board their Ihip ; but we learnt, on our return,

that he died on approaching the equinoftial line, unable to bear the heat of the

tropical regions.

The veilel, the Conception, which could not keep up with the Sant Antonio, con-

tinued to cruize in the channel to await its return, but in vain.

We, with the two other veflels, entered the remaining channel, on the fouth-wefl:

;

and, continuing our courfe, came to a river which we called Sardine river *, on
account of the vafl; number of the fifli of this denomination we found in it. "We
anchored here to wait for the two other Ihips, and remained in the river four days

;

but in the interim we difpatched a boat, well manned, to reconnoitre the cape of this

channel, which promifed to terminate in another fea. On the third day the failors

fent on this expedition returned, and announced their having feen the cape where the

ftrait ended, and with it a great fea, that is to fay, the ocean. We wept for joy :

this cape was denominated II Capo Defeado (Wilhed for Cape) for in truth we had
long wifhed to fee it f.

We returned to join the two other veflels of the fquadron, and found the Con-
ception alone. On enquiring of the pilot, Johan Serano, what had become of the

other veflel, we learnt that he conceived it to be loft, as he had not once feen it fince

he entered the channel. The captain-general then ordered it to be fought for every

where, but efpecially in the channel into which it had penetrated. Ha fent back the

Vittorla to the mouth of the ftrait, with direftions, if they ftiould not find it, to hoift a

ftandard on fome eminent fpot | at the foot of which, in a fmall pot, ftiould be placed

a letter, pointing out the courfe the captain-general would take, in order to enable the

miffing ftiip to follow the fquadron. This mode of communication, in cafe of a
divifion, was concerted at the inftant of our departure. Two other fignals were
hoifted in the fame manner on eminent fites in the firft bay, and on a fmall ifland of

* Later navigators make no mention of the river of Sardines, which probably defcends from the
mountains of Terra del Fuego. They do not cither notice the great abundance of Sardines alluded to by
ojr author, but this is not aftonifhing, for thefc fifh on their migrations remain but a fliort lime at one
place.

f II Capo Defeado forms the weflern extremity of the fouthern coaft, along which the boat fleered ;

but the fhip» coafted clofe to the northern (hore, and left America at Cape Vittoria, fo called from the
fhip which firft doubled it, and which was the only one that returned to Europe.

X The mountain called by M. de Bougainville Pere Ayraon.

the
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ihe third bay*, on which we faw a number of fca-wolvcs and birds. The captain-

general, with the Conception, awaited the return of the Viclory, near the river of
Sardines, and ereftcd a crofs on a fmall ifland, at the foot of two mountains, covered
with fnow, where the river had its fource.

Had we not difcovcred this flrait, leading from one fea to the other, it was the
intention of the captain-general to continue his courfe towards the fouth, as high
as feventy-five degrees, where in fummer there is no night, or very little, as

in winter there is fcarcely any day. While we were in the fcrait, in the month of
October, there were but three hours night.

The fhore in this ftrait, which, on the left, turns to the fouth-eaft, is low. Wc
called it the Strait of the Patagonians t. At every h^if league it contains a fife port,

with excellent water, cedar-wood, fardines, and a great abundance of fhell-filh.

There were here alfo fome vegetables, part of them of bitter tafte, but others fit to

eat, efpecialiy a fpecies of fweet celery |, which grows on the margin of fprings, and
which, for want of other, ferved us for food. In Ihort, I do not think the world
contains a better (trait than this.

At the very inftant of our launching into the ocean we witnefTed a fingular chace,

of fifli, purfued by others. There are three fpecies, that is to fay, doi-ados, albicores

and bonitos, which purfue the fifh called colondrins, a kind of flying-filh §. Thefe,

when followed clofe, ilTue from the water, extend their fins, of fufficient length to

ferve them as wings, and fly the diflance of a crofs-bow's fliot ; after this they return

into the water, hi the mean time their enemies, directed by the Ihadow of them,

continue the purfuit, and inftantly as they re-enter the water, make them their prey.

Thefe flying-fifli are upwards of a foot in length, and are excellent eating.

During the voyage I talked with the Patagonian giant on board our Ihip, and by
means of a fpecies of pantomime, enquired of him the Patagonian name of a number
of objedls, and was thus enabled to form a fmall vocabulary. He had accufl:omed

himfelf fo perfeftly to this pracVice, that no fooner did he fee me take my pen in

hand, than he came immediately to tell the name of the different things before him,

and of what was pafling. Among other things he fhcwed us the manner of kindling

fire in his country ; that is to fay, by rubbing one piece of pointed wood againft

another, until fire catches to a kind of pi'.h of a tree, placed between the two pieces

of wood. One day -when I (hewed him and kiflTed the crofs, he gave me to underfland

by his geftures that Setebos would enter into my body, and caufeme to burft. When
at death's door, on his laft illnefs, he called for the crofs, which he killed j he alfo

begged to be baptifed, which was done j he receiving the name of Paul.

" The ifle of Lions.

•}• This llrait, it is needlefs to mention, afterwards received the name of Magellan, from that navigator.

% Apium dulce. Cook alfo found this vegetable here, as well as abundance of i'curvy-grafs ; and,

owing to the plenteoufntfs of anti-fcorbutfc vegetables, deemed the paifage of the lliait preferable to that

round Cape Horn. (Firft Voy. book ift.)

§ Trlgla volitans, Linn. Perhaps the fifh alluded to by the author is the Exocetus volitans.
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BOOK II.

Departure from the Strait, and thence to the Death of Captain Magellan, and our

lea-ding Zubu.

ON Wednefday, 28th November, we left the flrait, and entered the ocean to which
we afterwards gave the denomination of Pacific, and in which we failed the fpace of
three months and twenty days, without tafting any frefh provifions. The bifcuit we
were eating no longer deferved the name of .bread; it was nothing but diift, and
worms which had confunied the fubftance ; and what is more, it fnielled intolerably,

being impregnated with the urine of mice. The water we were obliged to drink was
equally putrid and oftenfive. We were even fo far reduced, that we might not die of
hunger, to eat pieces of the leather with which the main-yard was covered to prevent

it from wearing the rope. Thcfe pieces of leather, conflantly expofed to the water,

fun, and wind, were fo hard that they required being foaked four or five days in the

fea in order to render them fupple ; after this we broiled them to eat. Frequently

indeed we were obliged to fubfift on faw-duil, and even mice, a food fo difguiling,

were fought after with fuch avidity that they fold for half a ducat a piece *.

Nor was this all, our grcateft misfortune was being attacked by a malady in which
the gums fwelled fo as to hide the teeth, as welt in the upper as the lower jaw,

whence thofe aifedled thus were incapable of chewing their food f. Nineteen of our
number died of this complaint, among whom was the Patagonian giant, and a

Brazilian, whom we had brought with us from his own country. Befides thofe who
died, we had from twenty-five to thirty failors ill, who fuffered dreadful pains in their

arms, legs, and other parts of the body ; but thefe all of them recovered. As for

myfelf, I cannot be too grateful to God for the continued health I enjoyed ; though
furrounded with fick I experienced not the flightcfl illnefs.

In the courfe of thefe three months and twenty days we traverfed nearly four

thoufand leagues in the Ocean denominated by us Pacific, on account of our not having

experienced throughout the whole of this period any the leafh tempeftuous weather |.

We did not either in this whole length of time difcover any land, except two defert

iflands ; on thefe we faw nothing but birds and trees, for which reafon we named them
Las Iflas Defdichados (the Unfortunate Iflands.) We found no bottom along their

fhores, and faw no fifh but fliarks. The two iflands are two hundred leagues apart. The
firfl lies in latitude fifteen degrees fouth, the fecond in latitude nine degrees §. From

* It is no uncommon thing for failors, from hiincjer, to be obliged to eat mice, or even leather. In 1 540,
a moufe on board the fquadron of Pizarro fold for four crowns. Tlie crews of Bougainville (torn, ii,

p. 173.) and of Cook, (Third Voyage, b. I. p. 28.) were fain to eat leather.

|- EtFefts of the Scurvy.

\ Quiros, Bougainville, and Cook affuredly were not equally fortunate.

^ Pigafetta docs not prefent us with fufficient documents to determine exaftly the pofition of Las Iflas

Defdichados. Our manufcript merely points out the one to lay north-wcfll of. the ntlier. But from his

narrative, allowing it to be correft, they belong to the Society Iflands, north and north-eaft of Otaheite ;

for Pigafetta fays that on leaving the llrait they failed north-wefl by well ; afterwards north. well to the

equinodlial line, which they pafled, one hundred and twenty- two degrees well from the line of demarcation,

that is to fay, in one hundred and fifty-two degrees weft from the firll meridian. Now, if fiom this point

we trace a line from north-well to fouth-eaft, it will pafs between the Society Iflands on the north, and
Otaheite on the eafl. On this line therefore fhould the Unfortunate Iflands lie. Jaillot and Nolin have
confeqnently placed them out of their true geographical fite. It is not improperly, however, that they
have given them the names, one of St, Peter, and tiie other of Tibuion, for the anonymous Portuguefe gives

them the fame names. The Tranfylvanian fays, our navigator flayed here two days to fifli.

8 the



riGAFETTA's VOVAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 323

the run of our fliip, as eftimated by the log, we traverfed a fpace of from fixty to

feventy leagues u day ; and if God and his Holy Mother had not granted us a fortunate

voyage, we fhould all have perilhed of hunger in fo vaft a fea. I do not think that

any one for the future will venture upon a fimilar voyage *.

If, on leaving the ftraits, we had continued a weilern courfe under the fame parallel,

we (hould have made the tour of the world ; and without feeing any land fhould have

returned by Wiflied-for-Cape (II Capo Defeado), to the cape of the Eleven Thoufand
Virgins, both of which are in latitude fifty-two degrees fouth.

The antarftic has not the fame li:ars as the ardic pole ; but here are feen two clufters

of fmall nebulous ftai-s, which look like fmall clouds, and are but little diftant the one

from the other f. In midfl of thefe cluflcrs of fmall (tars two are diltinguiftied

very large and very brilliant, but of which the motion is fcarcely apparent ; thefe indi-

cate the antarctic pole. Though the needle declined fomewhat from the north pole,

it yet ofcillated towards it, but not with equal force as in the northern hemifphere.

When out at fea, the captain-general direded the courfe the pilots Ihould fleer, and
enquired how they

J
pointed. They unanimoufly replied they bore in that direction

he ordered them : he then informed them that their courfe was wrong, and directed

them to corred the needle, becaufe, being in the fouthern, it had not an equal power to

defignate the true north as in the northern hemifphere. When in midil of the ocean

we difcovcred, in the wefl, five liars of great brilliancy, in form oi a crofs ||.

We fleered north-wefl by wefl till we reached the equinodial line in one hun-

dred and twenty-two degrees of longitude, wefl of the line of demarcation §. This

line is thirty degrees well of the meridian ^, and three degrees wefl of Cape Vcrd.

In our courfe we coafled along two very lofty iflands, one of which in latitude twenty

degrees fouth, the other in fifteen degrees fouth. The firfl is called Cipangu, the

fecond Sumbdit Pradit **.

After

* Fifty years elapfed before another navigator made the circuit of the globe. Drake in 1578 was the

firl>, after Magellan, who crofTtd this fea.

f Due mibecule, that is to fay, two cinders of ftars, are marked by aflronomers at the foutliern pole t

one of thefe is above the other below the hydra. Near the ])ole feveral (lars arc fccii whi.h lonn tlie con-

ftcUation the oftant ; but as thefe liars are of the fifth or fixtli magnitude, the two large ai d brilliant liars

mentioned by Figafetta mull be the y and $ of the hydra.

X How iUtry pointe/i by the compafs, in what direction they (leered. To correS ik: needle, is to add or

diminifh the degrees of its variation, that the cumpafs may point to the true nonh.

II
Dante (Purgat. lib. i.) fpeaks of this crofs in thefe verfes :

I mi volli a man deftra, e pofi mente
All'altio polo, c vidi qnattio (Idle

Non vllle niai fuorche alia prima gente.

Goder paieva il ciel di lor fiammelle.

Oh ! fctlcntrional vedovo fito,

Poiche private fci di mirar quelle.

§ An Imaginary line which, feparating the globe Into two hcmlfpheres, divided the conquefts of Por-

tugal from thofe of the Spaniards according to the bull of Pope Alexander VI. See the Introdudion,

parag. V.

*i
Id eft, the firrt meridian.

** Cipangu is Japan ; it bears this name on the globe of Behalm, on which it is termed the rlchclt

ifland of the call. Snmbdit-Pradit is perhaps the Antjllia of the fame globe, called alio Septe Ritade.

But on this j;lobe thefe two illands are in the northern hemifphere, one in twenty degrees, the other in

twenty-four degrees. Ramulio (tom. i. tav. 3.) places Cipangu in twenty five dtgiees, but in chart 19.

of Urban Monti I find Sumbdit in latitude nine degrees fouth. Delille, on what authority I know not,

places them in icventeen degrees and twenty degrees fouth. ll mull, however, be obfervcd, that Pigafetta

T T 2 doCi
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After we had crofled the line we fleered weft-by-north. We then ran two hundred-

leagues towai-ds the weft ; when, changing our courfe again, we ran weft- by-fouth until

in the latitude of thirteen degrees north* ; we trufted by this courfe to reach Cape
Gatticara which cofmographers have placed in this latitude, but they are miftaken, this

cape lying twelve degrees more towards the north. They muft, however, be excufed

the error in their plan, as they have not like us had the advantage of vifiting thefe

parts f.

When we had run feventy leagues in this direction and were in latitude twelve

degrees north, longitude one hundred and forty-fix degrees, on Wednefday the 6th of

IMarch, we difcovered in the north-weft a fmall ifland, and afterwards two others in the

fouth-weft. The firft was more lofty and larger than the other two. The captain-

general meant to ftop at the largeft to vidual and refrefli
I ; but this was rendered im-

pofTible, as the iflanders came on board our ftiips, and ftole, firft one thing and then

another, without our being able to prevent them. They invited us to take in our
fails and come on fhore, and even had the addrefs to fteal the fkiff which hung aftern

of our veffel. Exafperated at length, our captain landed with forty men, burnt

forty or fifty of their houfes, and feveral of their boats, and killed feven of the people.

By a£ting thus he recovered his fkifF ; but he did not deem it prudent to ftop any
longer after fuch afts of hoftility. We therefore continued our courfe in the fame
direction as before.

On our entering the boats to land and punifli the iflanders, our fick people befought

us, if any of them fliould chance to be killed, to bring them their inteflines, perfuaded.

that they would foon effeO: their cure.

When our people wounded any of the iflanders with their arrows, (of which weapon
ihey had no conception,) and chanced to pierce them through, the unfortunate fuf-

ferers endeavoured to draw out thefe arrows from their bodies, now by one end, now
by another ; after which they looked at them with aftonifhment, and fometimes died

docs not mention having touched at the iflands, but that he coafted at a fliort diftance along them ; that is

to fay, what he fancied to be Cipangu and Sumbdit ; and which he might conceive the iflands he faw to be,

from Marco Polo having pu'nlifhed that Cipangu was t!ie mod eallern ifland of the Indian feas ; and what he

terms Cipangu being the firft he faw coming from the welt. On his return to Spain (book 4.), he fpeaks

of Snmbdit-Pradit as an ifland fituate near the coafl of China.

* From thefe data it h that I liave pointed out on the chart the run of the fqu:idron from the (Irait to

the Ladrones iflands. T drew a line in a direftion north-well by wefl from Lape Viiftory towards the

etpiator. Afterwards, leaving the equator at one hundred and tvvcnty-tvvo degrees from- the lineof demai-

cation, I traced a line to meet the former, running from north-wtil to fouth-eaft, and forming with it an

obtufe angle, where the fqnadron changed its courle. North of the equator 1 drew a line running vveft-by-

north, about eight hundred miles, to thirteen degrees of latitude north, and thence to the Ladr^'Uts iflands.

I am well aware that the degrees of longitude being inexaft, the reft mull be very imcertain ; but tlie

courfe traced prefents no diffienlty, and feems to have a foundation. The track laid down as purfued

by Magellan by other gcographcis is purely ideal.

-}- Cape Cattigara, which our author ctrms Gatticara, was placed by Ptolemy in one hundred and eighty

degrees of longitucie from the Canary iflands, and fouth of the equator, but Magellan knew very well that

it was on the north ; it is in fact in eight degrees twenty-feven minutes north : in coniequence, before he

reached this cape he imagined he mu;l fall in with the Molucca iflands. The modern name of this point

is Cape Camorin. Vefpucci was ftill more in error as to its latitude ; for he millook for it a weflern cape

of the continent, to which he gave this name. (Bartolozzi, loc. cit.)

J This ifland, at which Magellan touched, is probably the ifland Guahan which Maximilian the Tranfyl-

vanian terms Ivagana. It may be the ifland Rota, on which George Menriquez, captain of a veffel in the

fleet of Loaifa, (who In 1526 went from Peru to the Mariana Iflands,) found Gonfalvo de Vigo, one of the

failors of Magellan, who had voluntarily fettled here ; but again, this Vigo might have pafTed hither from
Guahan. (Debioffes, torn. i. p, 156.)

of
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of their wounds, a circumflance that did not fail to excite our pity. Still, when they

faw us about to depart, they followed us with more than a hundred canoes, and fhewed

us filh as if difpofed to fell it ; but when near us they pelted us with flones, and took

to flight. We failed through the midfl of them under full fail, but they avoided our

veflTels with much dexterity. We likewife faw in their boats, crying and tearing their

hair, fome women, whofe hufbands probably had been killed.

Thefe people are ignorant of any law, and are guided merely by their inclinations.

They have no king, nor any chief; adore no Being or image, and go naked. Some
among them have a long beard, and black hair, tied over the forehead and hanging

down to the girdle. They likewife wear fmall hats made of palm. They are of
good fize and well built. Their complexion is an olive brown, but we were told they

are born fair, and become dark as they increafe in years. They poflefs the art of ftain-

ing their teeth red and black, which with them is a mark of beauty *. I'he women
are pretty, of handfome fhape, and Icis dark than the men. Their hair is very black,

fleek, and hangs to the ground. They go naked like the men, except their privities,

which they cover with a very narrow {trip of cloth, or rather of the inner bark of the

palm-tree. Their whole employment is in their houfes, in making mats and bafkets of

the leaves of the palm-tree, and in other fimilar works. Both men and women anoint

their hair, and the whole of the body, with the oil of the cocoa-nut and fefeli f.

Thefe people live on birds, flying-fifli, potatoes, a fort of figs half a foot long J,
fugar-canes and other fimilar productions. Their houfes are of wood covered with

planks, over which leaves of their fig-trees four feet in length are fpread §. They
have tolerably decent rooms, with rafters and window frames j and their beds are

pretty foft, being made of very fine matting of the palm-tree laid upon ftraw. Their

only arms are a lance tipped with pointed fifli-bonc. The inhabitants of thefe iflands

are poor, but very dextrous, and above all at thieving ; for this reafon we gave the

name De los Ladrones
||
to the iflands.

Their chief amufement confifts in failing about with their wives in canoes fimilar to

the gondolas of Fufine near Venice ^, but they are (till more narrow ; all of them are'

painted, either black, white, or red. The fail is made of the leaves of the palm-tree

fewed together, and has the fhape of a latine fail. It is always placed on one fide ; and

on the oppofite fide, to form an equipoife to the fail, they faften a large wooden log,

pointed at one end, v/ith poles laid acrofs and fixed in it, which keeps the boat fteady *•,

and admits of their failing without apprehenfion ; their rudder refembles a baker's-

fhovel, that is to fay, it confifts of a pole faftened into a plank. They make no differ-

ence between head and flern, as they have a rudder at each end. '1 hey are excellent

fwimmers, and have as little fear of the fea as dolphins ft.

• The ciillom of blackciiin;r tlie teeth filll prevails in the Pelew Iflands adjoining to tliofc of Mariana.

Their inhabitants form a kind of palU- from certain herbs, which they apply to the teeth for fomc days

for this purpofe (Keale, an Account of the Pclew Iflands, p 3 4.)

f A fptcies of fmall oily grain, very common in China, the Ruphanus oleifer Hncnfis, Linn.

j Tiiefe ligs are bananas, or tlie frnit of the nui'^a (nuifa pifang, Linn.;. In future I fh-iU always ufc

the term banana ii.ftead of fig, v^hich is that liie author has employed.

§ Snch are the leaves of the bananier.

II
They were afterwards called Las Ifias de las Velas, from the number of fails continally palling ; and

in the time of Philip IV. of Spain they were called the Marianas, in honour of Maria of Aullria, his Qileen,

Noort obfcrvcs that, even in his time, they well dcfcrved they name of the iflands.

f Small long gondolas extremely narrow, iifcd between Fufine and Venice.

** Anfoivand Cook faw vedels navigated by the individuals of the fouth leas of the flruftire and plan

liere defcribed, and much commend the ingenuity of the contrivance.

tt On this account, is it, perhaps, that au ifland contiguous to the Mariana Iflands is denominated the

Iflaud of Swimmers.
They
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They were fo much aftoniflied at the fight of us, that we had rcafon to believe they

had never feen any other than the inhabitants of their own ifland.

The 1 6th of March, at funrife, we found ourfelves near an elevated land, three hun-
dred leagues from the iflands De los Ladrones. We foon difcovered it to be an ifland.

It is called Zamal *. Behind this ifland is another not inhabited, and we afterwards

learnt that its name is Humunu f. Here the captain-general refolved on landing the

next day to take in water in greater fecurity, and take fome reft after fo long and
tedious a voyage. Here likewife he caufed two tents to be ereded for the fick, and
ordered a fow to be killed |.

On Monday the 1 8th, in the afternoon, we faw a bark with nine men making towards
us. The captain-general hereupon iflued orders that none fliould make the leaft mo-
tion, or utter a fingle word without his leave. When they had landed, the chief of the

party addrefl*cd our commander, and teftified by figns the pleafure he experienced on
ieeing us. Four of the beft dreft remained with us ; the refidue went to fetch then*

companions, who were fifliing, and returned with them.
The captain, feeing them fo peaceable, placed food before them, and at the fame

time offered them fome redcaps, fmall looking-glafles, combs, bells, boccaflius §, ivory

trinkets, and other fmiilar articles. The iflanders, delighted with the kindnefs of the

captain, prefented him fifli, a vafe full of palm-wine, which they call uraca, bananas
more than a fpan long, with others of a fmaller fize and fuperior flavour, and two
cocoa-nuts ||. They fignified at the fame time by their geftures, that they had nothing
elie to offer us at that time, but that in four days they would return, and bring us

rice, which they call umai, cocoa-nuts, and other provifion.

Cocoa-nuts are the fruit of a fpecies of palm-tree, which furniflies them with their

fubftitute for bread, with wine, oil, and vinegar. In order to obtain wine they make
an incifion at the top of the palm-tree, penetrating to the pith of the tree, from which
drops a liquor refembling white muft, but which is rather tart. This liquor is caught
m the hollow of a reed tfie thicknefs of a man's leg, which is fufpended to the tree, and
which is carefully emptied twice a day, at morning and night. The fruit of this palm-
tree is of the fize of a man's head, and fometimes larger. Its outward rind is green,
and two fingers thick : it is compofed of filaments of which they make cordage for

their boats. Beneath the outward rind is a fiiell much harder and thicker than that of
the walnut. This flicU they burn, and referve for making into a powder which they
ufe. Within, the fliell is lined with a white kernel about as thick as a finger, which is

eaten in lieu of bread with meat and fifli. In the center of the nut encircled by the

kernel, a fweet and limpid liquor is found, of a corroborative nature. After pouring
this liquor into a glafs, if it be fuffered to ftand, it aflfumes the confiftence of an apple. To
obtain an oil, the kernel and the liquor are left to ferment ; they are afterwards boiled,

and yield an oil as thick as butter. To obtain vinegar, the liquor itfelf is expofed to the

fun, and the acid which refults from it refembles that vinegar we make from white wine.

* III more modern charts it i? called Samar ; and it is aftiially fituate about fifteen degrees, which make
fomewhat lefs than three hundred iea leagues weft of Giiahan. L'Abbe Prcvot, ( Hilt. Gen. de Voy.
tome X. p. 198 ) truding to the extract of Fabrc, makes Samar no more than thirty leagues from the
Marianas

t Hnmunu. afterwards called the Enchanted Ifland, (Hift. Gen. de Voy. toine XV. p. 198.) is fituate
near Cape Guigan in the ifland Samur.

J He, no doubt, obtained this fuw at the iflands De los Ladrones, where all modern navigators have met
with hogs (DcbroflTts, tome I. p.55.)

§ Boccaflins are a fort of linen formerly much in ufe.

fl
Locos tuicifera, Linn. We have in our mufenin feveral fpecimens of the fruit of the eocoa-trce, fome

©t which txceed in fue a man's head, others have a rind compofed of filaments.

We
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We likewife made a beverage which refembled goat's milk *, by rafping the nut, mixing
it with the liquor, and {training the liquor through a cloth. The cocoa-trees refeinble

thofe palm-trees which produce dates t, but their trunks, without being very fmooth,
have not lb large a number of knots. A family often perfons might be fupported froin

two cocoa-trees, by alternately tapping each every week, and letting the other reil, that

a perpetual drainage of liquor may not kill the tree. We were told that a cocoa-tree

lives a century.

The iflanders became very familiar with us, by which means we were enabled to

learn i'rom them the names of many things, efpecially furrounding objeds. From
them alio we learnt that their ifland, which is not very large, is called Zuluan. They
were polite and well behaved. Out of friendfhip towards our captain they took him
in their canoes to the warehoufes where they kept their merchandise, cloves, for ex-

ample, cinnamon, pepper, nutmegs, mace
J,

gold, &c. &c. ; and by figns informed us

that the countries towards which we directed our courfe produced thefe articles in

abundance. The captain-general in return invited them on board his veifel, where
he fpread before them whatever by its novelty was likely to fix their attention. At
the inftant they were about to depart he caul'ed a bombard to be tired, which ftrangely

frightened them, fo much indeed that they were on the point of throwing themfelves

into the fea in order to getaway ; but, with little difficulty, we fucceeded in perfuading

them that they had no caufe for apprehenfion, and they left us at length tranquillized,

and with courtefy affured us, as they had promifed before, that they would return

immediately. The defert ifland on which we had landed was called Flumuna by the

iflanders ; but we gave it the name of Acquada degli Buoni Signali (tlie Watering-place

of Good Promife), on account of our finding here two fountains of excellent water,

and the firft indices of gold in this country. Here alfo white coral is found ; and
there are fome trees, the fruit of which, fmaller than our almonds, refemble the kernel

of the pine cone§. IVIany kinds of palm are likewife feen, fome of which yield fruit

good to eat, while others produce none.

Perceiving around us a number of iilands on the fifth Sunday of Lent, which alfa

is the feaft of St. Lazarus, we called the archipelago by the name of that faint ||. It

lies in ten degrees of north latitude, and one hundred and llxty-one degrees of longitude

from the line of demarcation ^]

.

On Friday, the 22d of the month, the iilanders kept their word, and came with two
canoes full of cocoa-nuts, oranges, a pitcher-full of palm-wine, and a cock, in order

to fhew us that they had poultry. We bought the whole of what they brought us.

Their chief was an old man ; his face was painted and he wore pendants in his ears.

• In 1 684 a mifHonary taught Cowley to make a milk of cocoa in this manner, which ht foiinJ excellent.

( DebrolTes, tome xi. p. 55 )

f Phccnix duflylifera, Liim.

J Our author calls it matia : it is the fecond liiiJ he iiiitmeg, which has four : ii is much in requcft

for its aiomatic talle. Micis ofticiua Lmii.

§ PofTibly the pillachio tret ( I'iftaeia tenbinthus. Limi.)

II
They afterwards leceived tlie name of the l'liilippii;e?, from Philip of Auftria, the fon of Charles V.

<([ The Philippines are fituatc betwtcn 225 and 235 degrees of the ifland of Ferro ; confecjucntly

between 19; and 205 dcgrcta of the line of demarcation, as is feen on the general chart. This archipe-

lago is not therefore in l6l dei;rres of longitude from this line I am ignorant whether in dettrmininjj

the longitude Magellan and hi^^ flftrologtr S.in Marlino really ^ave that tliey computed, or whether ihcy

merely Hated it thus that they might compnfe the Moluccas within the 180 degrees. It is however certain

that before Dampier there was an error in the computationu of the longitude of 25 degrees. See De-
broITcs. tome ii. p. 72.

The
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The people in his fuite wore bracelets of gold on their arms, and handkerchiefs round
their heads.

We laid eight days ofF this ifland, and the captain every day went on fliore to vifit

the fick, taking with him the wine of the cocoa-tree, which was highly ferviceable to

them.

The inhabitants of the iflands contiguous to that at which we were, had fuch large

holes in their ears, and the ends of them were drawn down fo much, that one might
thruft an arm through the orifice*.

Thefe people are CafiVes, that is to fay Gentiles t- They go naked, merely wearing

a piece of the bark of a tree to hide their privities, which fouie of their chiefs cover

with a girdle of cotton cloth, embroidered with filk at the two extremities. They are

of an olive colour, and generally pretty plump. They tatoo themfelves, and greafe

the body all over with the oil of the cocoa-tree and gengeli, in order, they fay, to pre-

ferve themfelves from the fun and wind. They have black hair, of fuch length it

reaches to their waift. Their arms are cutlaffes, bucklers, clubs, and lances, adorned
with gold. The fifhing inftruments they ufe are darts, harpoons, and nets made nearly

in the fame manner as ours. Their boats likewife refemble thofe in ufe with us.

On Holy Monday, 25th March, I was in the moll imminent danger. We were
about to fct fail, and I was intent on fifhing : being about to place myfelf for greater

convenience on a yard wetted by the rain, my foot flipped, and I fell into the fea with-

out being perceived. Fortunately a rope, belonging to one of the fails, which was
hanging in the water, prefented itfelf within my grafp ; I feized it and holloed with

ail my might, till I was heard, and the fkiif was fent round to relieve me from peril.

My falvation was certainly not to be attributed to my individual merit, but to the mer-
ciful protedion of the Holy Virgin.

We left the ifland the fame day, and fteered weft-fouth-weft between four iflands

called Cenalo, Huinangan, Ibuffon, and Abarien.

On Thurfday, 28th March, having diflinguiflied fire during the night on an ifland

near us, we fleered for it in the morning, and when but little diflant faw a fmall

bark, called a boloto, with eight men in it, making for our veflel. The captain had a
Have on board, a native of Sumatra, anciently called Tapobrana + : we endeavoured
to converfe with the inhabitants by his means, and found they comprehended his

language §. They came to within a fliort difl;ance of us, but would not come on
board, and feemed even to be fearful of approaching us too clofely. The captain,

feeing their mifl;rufl:, threw into the fea a red cap and fome other trifles, attached to

a plank. They took it, and feemed greatly pleafed, but immediately after departed :

we afterwards learnt that they haftened to make their King acquainted with our arrival.

* All navigators (peak of the large ears of newly difcovered people. In other parts the author relates

on this fubjedl matters which are fabulous.

f After the Monguls had made themfelves niafters of India thefe countries were inhabited by two
different nations, that is to fay, Moors and the indigenous race, which latter our author denominates
fometimes Caffres and fometimes Gentiles. The Moors obtained this name from their being Mahometans
like the Moors of Spain. The two nations continue mingled in mod of the iflands, in many inftances

fuhjeft to Europeans ; but the Gentiles daily decreafe in population and power, and now inhabit little

elfe than the mountains. (Sonnerat, Voyage aux Indes, tome i. p. 35.) The Moors have equally over-
powered and leiTened the number of the natives in the centre of Africa. I Mungo Park, Travels in
Africa.)

J The Taprobana of the ancients is the ifland of Ceylon, and not Sumatra.

5 From the Philippines to Malacca the Malay tongue is univerfally fpoken. It is therefore by no
means aftonifhing an inhabitant of Sumatra fliould be underllood In the Philippine Iflands,

9 Two
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Two liours after we faw two balanghals proceeding towards us (for thus do th9y
call their large boats), which were tull of people. The King was in the largefl; under
a fort ot canopy formed of matting. AVhen the King came near enough to our
veflel the (lave of the captain fpoke to him, and was uiiderftood, for the monarchs
of thefe iflands fpcak feveral languages. He ordered fome of the men who accom-
panied him to go on board the fhip, but himfelf remained in his balanghay ; and as

foon as his people returned he took his departure.

The captain gave a very kind reception to thofe who came on board, and made them
prefents. The King, informed of this, was defirous before he parted of prefentiiig

the captain in return with an ingot of gold and a baflcet full of ginger ; but he refuled

the prefent, expreflincr thanks for his civility. Tov.ards the evening the fquadron
anchored near the King's houfe.

The next day the captain fent the flave on fliore, who ferved him as an interpreter,

to tell the King if he would furnifh us with provifions we would pay him liberally
;

alTuring him at the fame time that we had not come with any hoflile intention againft

him, but as friends. Upon this the King himfelf came on board in our boat, with fix or
eight of his chief lubjefts. He embraced our captain, and prefented him with three vafes

of porcelain full of rice, and covered with leaves, two pretty lan^e dorados, and fome
other articles. The captain in turn offered him a robe a la Turque, made of red and
yellow cloth, and a fine red cap. He alfo made feveral prefents to the people who
accompanied him : to fome he gave mirrors, and to others knives. At length he
caufed breakfaft to be ferved up, and direcled the flave who afted as interpreter to tell

the King he wifhed to live with him on brotherly terms, which fcemed to afford him
great pleafure.

He afterwards fpread out cloths of different colours before the King, linens, coral *,

and other merchandize. He likewife fhewed him all our fire-arms, and the great guns
;

and even caufed feveral to be fired, the report of which created great conlternation in

the inhabitants. He caufed one of us to be completely clothed in armour, and direded
three men to cut at hiui with fwords, and ftrive to flab him, in order to fhew the King
that nothing could atfedl a man armed after this fafliion ; this occafioned him great

furprize, and turning towards the interpreter he obferved that a man fo guarded
would be able to fight with a hundred : " Yes," replied the interpreter, in the name
of the captain ;

" and each of the three velfels has two hundred men armed in the

fame manner." He was afterwards allowed to examine feparatcly each diftinct piece

of armour, and all our arms ; and the men went through the different excrcifes with

them before him.

After this the captain conducted him to the hind-caflle, or poop, and caufing the

chart and a compafs to be brought forward, he explained to him, through the

interpreter, by what means he had difcovered the flrait which led to the fea in which
we were, and how many moons he had palled at fea without fight of land.

The King, aitonifhed at all he had feeii and heard, took leave of the captain, befeech-

ing him in return to fend two of his people to view the curiofitiesof his country. For
this purpofe the captain deputed me and another to accompany him on fhore.

As foon as we landed the King raifed his hands up to heaven, and afterwards turned

towards us ; we, as well as all who accompanied us, then did the fame. The King

then took me by the hand, and one of his chief people did the fame with my comrade,

* Ramufio fays knivts (coltclli), wliicli appears more likely ; hut our raanafcript fays corali, and we
know that navigators liavc oftentimes eatiicd on a profitable traffic in coral.

VOL. XI. u u in
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in wliich manner we ivp;iiiL>d to a fort of flied formed o+" reeds, under which was 2
bahui^hay iibout htiy feci lung rv.fjmbli;)g a g'Hey. VVe feited ourfelves on the poop,

and endeavoured by geltures to rend :^r ourfelves underflood, as we had no interpreter

with us. Tliofe in the fuite of the Knig encircled hun round, itanding, and armed with

fpears and bucklers.

They now ferved up a difh of pork, with a large pitcher of wine. At every mouth-

ful of meat we took a fpooniul of wine; and when vvf- did not wholly empty the fpoon,

which feldom was the c<de, the refidue was poured into another pitcher. i"he ipoon

from which the King drank was alw^ays covered, and no one but himfelf was fufFered

to touch it. Previous to drinking, the King conlhmtly raifed his hands to heaven be-

fore he took the fpoon, afterwards turning them towards us; and on taking it with

the right hand, extended his left clofed towards me, in fuch a manner that, on his hrft

ufing this ceremony, I thought he was about to give me a blow with his fift ; in this

attitude he remained the whole time he was drinking
;

perceiving that all the others

insitated him in this I did the fame. In this manner we finifhed our repaft, and I was
unable to difpenfe with eating meat notwithftanding it happened to be on a Good-
Friday.

Before fupper I prefented feveral articles to the King, which I had brought with me
for the purpole ; and at the fame time enquired of him the names of feveral things ia

his language, which he was furprized to fee me write down.

For fupper two large difhes of porcelain were fet before us, one containing rice, the

other pork in the liquor in which it was boiled. At fupper the fame ceremony was
obferved as at the collation. After fupper we repaired to the King's palace, which
refembled in form a hay-flack. It was covered with the leaves of the bananier, and
was fupported at fome height in the air by four large pofts. So that we were obliged

to ufe a ladder on afcending to it.

W hen we had entered the palace the King caufed us to be feated on mats of reeds,

with our legs acrofs like tailors. Half an hour afterwards a difh of broiled fifli was
brought in cut in flices, fome ginger frefh gathered, and wine. The King's eldeft fon

now coming in, he was directed to feat himielf befide us. Two other difhes were then

ferved up, one of boiled fifh fwimming in its liquor, the other of rice, that we might
eat with the heir apparent. My companion drank to excefs, and was intoxicated.

Their candles are made of a kind of gum *, which they call anime, and whiqh is

enveloped in the leaves of the palm or fig-tree.

The King, after iignifying he was about to retire to reft, went away and left us with

his fon, with whom we flept on a matting of reeds, our heads being fupported on
pillows of leaves.

The next day the King came to fee me in the morning, and taking me by the hand
led me to the fpot where we fupped the preceding evening, that we might breakfafl

there together; but as our boat had come for us, 1 excufed myfelf, and departed with

my companion. The King was extremely good humoured ; he kifled our hands, and
we kifled his in turn.

His brother, who was King of another iflandf, accompanied us, together with three

* Rather a refin.

t We fiiall prcfently fee that the Kings in queftion ruled over two countries on the eaftern coall of
Mindanao, one of which was called Butuan, the othrr Calayan. The tirft has retained its name, the
I'econd i$ now called Caragia. The King of Butuan was at iht fame tirat King of Maflana, or Mazzana,
iirobably the Limaffdva of BelUn,

Other
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other perfons. The captain-general retained him to dinner, and made him a prefent

of feverai trifles.

The King who accompanied us informed us that gold was found in his ifland in

lumps as large as a walnut, and even as an egg, mingled with earth ; that ihey ufed a

fieve for fifting it ; and that all his vcflels, and even many of the ornaments of his

houfe, were of this metal *. He was handfomely drefl; in the fafliion of his country,

and was the finell man we faw among thefc people. His black hair fell down over

his fiioulders : his head was covered with a filken veil, and in his ears were two gold

rings. From the waift to the knees he wore a tunic of cotton cloth embroidered with

filk ; at his fide was a fpccies of fword or dagger with a long golden hilt, and a

wooden fcabbard of exquifite workmanflnp. On each of his teeth were three golden

dotsf, fo placed one would have thought his teeth had been faltened with this metal.

He was perfumed with ftorax and gum benjamin. His fkin was painted, but its ground
colour was an olive. He refides generally in an ifland, in which are the two countries

of Butuan and Calagan t ; but when the two Kings wifli to hold a conference they

repair to the ifland Maflana, at which we then were. The finf King is denominated

Rajah Colambu, the other Rajah Siagu.

On Eafl:cr day, which fell on the laft day in March, the captain-general early in

the morning fcnt our almoner on fliore with fome finlors to make preparations for

faying mafs ; and at the fame time he fent a meflage by the interpreter to the King, to

inform him that we fliould land on his ifland, not to dine with him, but to perform a

religious ceremony : the King approved our intention, and at the time of fignifying his

pleafure fent us two hogs jufl: killed.

We landed, fifty in number, not completely armed, but at the fame time armed
and drefl: in the befl manner poflible : at the infliant our boats touched the fliore fix

guns were fired as a falute. We jumped on fliore, where the two Kings, wlio had
comedown to meet us at the water-fide embraced our captain, and placed him between

them. We proceeded thus in an orderly manner to the fpot where mafs was to be
faid, which was but a fliort diftance from the fea.

Before mafs was faid the captain fprinkled the two Kings with fweet fcented water.

At the period of the oblation they kiifed the crofs as we did, but made no oftering.

On the elevation of the hofl: they adored the eucharifl; with joined hands, imitating us

in all we did. At this infliant, upon fignal given, a general difcharge of artillery was
fired from the fliips. After mafs fome of us received th« communion ; which eff"efted,

the captain exhibited a dance with fwords, with which the two Kings feemed much
delighted.

After this he caufed a large crofs to be brought, gamiflied with nails and a crown
of thorns, before which we profl;rated ourfelvcs ; and in this action were again imitated

• Sonnerat (tome ii. p. 117.) likewife fpeaks of Mindanao as an ifland abounding in gold. On thi'i

account the Pliilippines have hi-en thought to be the Ophir of Solomon.

f Fabre and Ramufio fay ili..t rn every finger they wore three golden rings; but our manuf.Tipt dif-

tinftly fays, " in ogni diiite havcva Ire mactiie d'oro, che parevano toflcno legati con oro." 'I'his will

appear the lefs extraordinary, when it is knowii that in Macaflar, an ifland but Utile dillant from the

Pliihppine.'!, fomt'of the inhabitants have tiieir teeth drawn in order to liave poldcn tceih inferted in their

Itesd. (Hift. Ccn. des Voyages torn. XV. p. 97.) Amorutti. And rtlU the lets exir;iordiiiary will it

appear by reference to the voyage of difcovery in the Aiidral Seas by Peron, a work which makes patt

of this Colleftion of Voyages. In Book VIII. mention is made of fniall plates of fdver being faftcntd,

hy a maflic fo ao to be immoveable, to the front teeth of fome of the inhabitants of Timor. (Voy. dc

Dec. aux Terrcs AuH. tome i. p, 161.) Eng. Tr.

!f.
That ;? to fay, Mindanao.

u u 2 by
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by the iflanders. The captain then told the two Kings, by means of the interpreter,

that this crofs was the ftandard confided to him by the Emperor his mafter, to plant

wherever he landed; and that in confcquence he fliould ere£l it on the ifland, to uhich

this fymbol would moreover be aufpicious ; as all European fhips which in future

fliould vifit it would know, on feeing tiie crofs, that we had been received as friends,

and would Vefrain from any violence to the perfons or property of their fubjefts

;

and fliould any be taken prifoners, they would only have to make the fign ot it to

regain their liberty. He added that this crofs fliould be placed on the niofi lofty fpot

in the neighbourhood, lb that every one might fee it, and that every morning it was to

be worfljipped. To this he added further, that by following fuch advice neither ftorms

or thunder would hereafter do them injury. The Kings, who gave implicit faith to

all the captain faid, thanked him, and alfured him by means of the interpreter that they

were perfeiUy fatisfied, and would with plealure do as he defired.

He enquired what their religion, and whether they were Moors (Mahometans) or

Gentiles (Pagans) ? They replied that they adored no terreftrial objeft, but, raifing

their hands towards heaven, one Supreme Being only, whom they called Abba *
; which

afforded much pleafure to our captain. The Rajah Colambu then, raifing his hands

to heaven, expreffed his defire of fliewing him fome marks of his friendfliip. The
interpreter having inquired of him wherefore provifions were fo icarce, he anfwered

that it was owing to that ifland not being the place of their refidence, but only a fpot

to which he cafually reforted for hunting, or to hold intercourfe with his brother ; and
that he generally dwelt on another ifland where his family then was.

The captain told the King that if he had any enemies he would vv'illingly combine
with him to combat them with all his velfels and warriors. The King anlwered that

he was indeed at war with the inhabitants of two iflands ; but that the prefent was not

a fit time to attack them, and returned him thanks. In the afternoon we determined

on erecting the crofs on the funimit of a mountain, and the feflival terminated with a

difcharge of mufquetry,our men being formed into battalions; after this the King and
the captain embraced, and we returned to our fhips.

Dinner ended, we all landed, dreft merely in our jackets; and, accompanied by the two

Kings we afcended the higheft mountain in the neighbourhood and there planted the

crols. In the interim the captain expatiated on the advantages which would accrue

from it to the inhabitants. We all adored the crofs, and the Kings did the fame. As
we came down the mountain we traverfcd fome fields in culture, and proceeded to

the fpot where the balanghay was, to which the Kings ordered refrefhnients to be

brought.

The captain-general had previoufly inquired which was the befl ports in the neigh-

bourhood for obtaining provifions and for traffic, and learned there were three ; to

wit, Ceylon, Zubu, and Calaganf; but that the bell of thefe was Zubu ; and as

he refolved on failing thither, they offered him pilots for the purpofe. The ceremony
of adoring the crofs being ended, the captain fixed upon the next day for our de-

parture, and offered to leave an hoftage with the Kings to anfwer for the fafe return

of the pilots, which they accepted.

In the morning, when on the point of heaving anchor, King Colambu caufed to be
intimated to us that he would willingly himfelf ferve us as a pilot, but that he was obliged

* In Hebrew and in Arabic Abba is fatber.

•f
Ceylon is (he Ifland Leyte, which Pigafttta has divided in twain, givinc; to the northern patt the

denomination B;ybay, wliieli is the name ot a pf>rt. C.ila^an is Caiagua in the iiland Mindanao; and
Zubu is the ifland Scbu ot which copious mention will be made.

to
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to defer his departure for feme days in order to gather the harvefl of rice and other

produce of the earth : he at the fame time entreated the captain to lend him part of
the crew in order to haflen the conclufion of the harveft. The captain accordingly

fent him fome men ; but the Kings had eaten and drunk fo much the day before, that

whether their health fuftered in confequence, whether they had not yet recovered from
inebriety, they were unable to give any directions, and our men were confequently
idle. I'he two fucceeding days they worked very hard, and completed what they had
to do.

We pafTed feven days on this ifland ; in the courfe of which we had full opportunity

of noticing the manners and cufloms of the people. The men go naked, merely
covering their privities with a piece of cloth, and their bodies are painted. The
women wear a petticoat made of the rind of a tree which defcends from their waifl

downwards. Their hair is black, and fometimes fo long as to reach to the ground.
Their ears are bored, and adorned with rings and pendants of gold. They are great

drinkers ; and are conltantly chewing a fruit called areca *, which refembles a pear :

they cut it in quarters, and fold it in the leaves of the fame tree called betref, which
refemble thofe of the mulberry, and mix with it a portion of lime : after well chewing
it, they fpit out the maflicatcd fruit, &c. and their mouth is deeply reddened with the

juice. , I'here are none of thefe iflanders but chew this fruit of the betre, which, as

they pretend, ferves to enliven them ; I am even affured that were they to abflain from
this pratlicc they would die. The animals of this ifland are dogs, cats, hogs, goats,

and fowls ; and of edible vegetables are found rice, millet, panicle, maize, cocoa-nuts,

oranges, lemons, bananas, and ginger. Wax alfo is found on the ifland.

Gold abounds, as is evident from two facts to which I was witnefs. A man brought

us a large bow 1 of rice and figs for which in exchange he demanded a knife. The cap-

tain in lieu of a knife, offered him fome pieces of money, and among others a doubloon ;

but he refufed the money and preferred the knife. Another offered a large ingot

of mafTive gold for fix firings of glafs beads ; but the captain forbade the bargain, left

the iflanders fhould thence comprehend that we placed a higher value on gold than on
glafs and other merchandize.

'l"he ifland Mafl'ana lies in latitude nine degrees forty minutes north, and in longitude

one hundred and fixty-two degrees weft of the line of demarcation. It is twenty-five

leagues diftant from the ifland Humunu
J.

We failed from this ifland on the i;ih April 1521, and fteercd fouth eaft, threading

between five iflands called Ceylon, Bohol, Canigan, Bavbay, and Gatigan§. In this

laft we iaw bats as large as eagles. Oae of thein we killed and ate, and found it

much relembled a fowl in talte j|. Here alfo are pigeons, doves, parrots, and other

birds, black and as large as fowls, which lay eggs eaqul in fize to thofe of the duck, and

an excellent food. We were told that the female lays her eggs in the f.md, and that

• Thr pradtlce uf thtfwiiipr arcca 'areca catechu, Linn.) folded in leavt-; of held dill fiilifilb.

f This is betel. Tlu btnifit ticrived from the ufc of bitil with lime, in CDuntrits fitualc between the

tropics, whtre the warmth and nioidiire of ihe atmofphcre tuid fo much to dcbiii aic the liiimnii frame,

is noticed with much difcernmeiit by M. Pcron. (Vo);ige iT Difc. to the Aullral Regions, chap. vili. ;

dnd cliap. XX. feft. 7.) EnC. Tr.

X LinuifTava is iildeed in the latitude ftated ; but in the longitude, as elfcwiiere, tlic error ij con-

fidirablt.

5 Bohol retains its^name. Candlu'an and Giitij;ai\ are found in old charts, and tfpecially in chart xvlii.

€>f U'b no Monti. Bellin places thefe iflunds in his map, but without uainci.

U Vtfptiiillio Vanipyrus. Linn.

they
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they are hatched by the heat of the fun. From Maflana to Gatigan the diftance Is

twenty leagues.

On leaving Gatigan we fleered weftward, and, as the King of Maflana was unable

to keep pace with us in his pirogue, we waited for him near three iflands called Polo,

Ticobon, and Pozon *
: when he had overtaken us we caufed him, with fome of his

attendants, to come on board our veflTel, which greatly pleafed him ; finally we arrived

at the ifland Zubu. From Gatigan to Zubu, the diftance is fifteen leagues.

On Sunday, 7th April, we entered the port of Zubu. We pafled by feveral villages,

in which we faw houles built upon trees. When near the town the captain ordered

all our colours to be hoifled, and all our fails to be taken in; and a general falute was

fired, which caufed great alarm among the iflanders.

The captain then fent one of his pupils, with the interpreter, as ambalTador to the

King of Zubu. On arriving at the town they found the King furrounded by an ini-

laenfe concourfe of people alarmed at the noife occafioned by the difcharge of out

bombards. The interpreter began with removing the apprehenfion ot the monarch,

hiforming him that this was a cuflom with us, and meant as a mark of refpeft towards

him, and as a token of friendfliip and peace. Upon this afTurance the fears of all

were dilFipated.

The King enquired by his minifler what brought us to his ifland, and what wc
wanted. The interpreter anfwered that his mafler who commanded the fquadron was

a captain in the fervice of the greateft monarch upon earth, and that the objeft of his

voyage was to proceed to Malucho ; but that the King of Maflana, at whofe ifland we
had touched, having fpoken very highly of him, he had come hither to pay him
his refpefls, and at the fame time to take in provifions and give merchandize in

exchange.

The King replied he was welcome, but at the fame time he advifed him that all

veiTels which might enter his port in view of trading were fubjed: previoufly to pay

duties : in proof of the truth of which he added, that four days had not yet elapfed

fince his having received port dues for a junk t from Ciam, which had come thither

to take in flaves and gold ; he moreover fent for a Moorifli merchant, who came from
Ciam with the fame view, to bear witnefs to what he flated.

The interpreter anfwered, that his mafter being the captain of fo great a king could

not confent to pay duty to any monarch upon earth ; that if the King of Zubu wilhed

for peace, he brought peace with him ; but if he wifhed to be hoftile, he was prepared

for war. The merchant from Ciam then approaching the King, faid to him in his

own language, " Cata rajah chita ;" that is to fay, " Take care, Sire, of that^ Thefe

people," added he, for he thought us Portuguefe, " are thofe who conquered Calicut,

Malacca, and all Upper India." The interpreter, who comprehended what the Moor
faid, then remarked that his monarch was one vaftly more powerful than the King of

Portugal, to whom the Ciamefe alluded, as well by fea as by land ; that it was the King

of Spain, the Emperor of the whole Chriftian world ; and that if he had preferred to

have him for an enemy rather than a friend he would have fent a fufliicient number of

men and veflTels entirely to deflroy his ifland. The Moor confirmed what the inter-

preter faid. The King then, finding himfelf embarraflfed, faid he would advife with

his minifl:ers, and return an anfwer the next day. In the mean time he ordered a

* Polo and Pozon, iflands which, as well as the others, are feen in the charts of Monti and Raraufie ;

but are there placed too far afunder.

f A junk is a large velTel, of which eifewhere Pigafetta gives a defcription.

8 breakfaft.
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breakfall, confifling of feveral difhes, to be fet before the deputy of the captain-general
and the interpreter, all the diflies confifting of meat ferved up in porcelain.

After breakfaft our deputies returned, and reported what had taken place. The
King of Mafl'ana, \\ho next to that of Zubu was the mod powerful monarch of thefe

iflands, went on Ihore to announce to the King the friendly intentions of our captain-
general with refped to him.

Ihe next day the fecretary of our fiiip and the interpreter went to Zubu. I'he
King advanced to meet them, accompanied by his chiefs, and after caufmg them to be
feated before him, told them that, convinci d from what he had heard, he not only
defined from exacting any dues, but was ready himfelf to become tributary to the Em-
peror. They then anfwered that they exaded no other conceflion on his part than
that of an exclufive commerce with the ifland. To this the King agreed, and charged
them to affurc the captain that if he truly wiihcd to be efleemcd his friend he had only
to draw fome little blood from his right arm and fend it him, and he would do the
fame, which on either fide would be a compact of true and fubftantial friendfliip.

The interpreter anfwered for this being cffecled *
. The King then added, that all

friendly captains who vifited his port made prefents to him, and received others in

return ; and that he left to the captain the choice of being the firli: to make or receive

them. On this oblervation the captain remarked, that as he fecmed to lay luch ftrcfs

on this ufage, he had only to fet the example, which he confented to do.

Tuefday, in the morning, the King of Maifana came on board our vefiel, in company
with the Moorifli merchant, and after fainting the captain on the part of the King of
Zubu, told him he was authorized to communicate that the King was buficd in col-

lecting all the provifinns he could to make a prefcnt of them to him, and that in the

afternoon he would fend his nephew with fome of his minifters to confirm a treaty of
peace. The captain thanked the deputation, and at the fame time exhibited to them
a man armed cap-a-pie, obferving, in cafe of a neceflity to fight, we fiiould all of us be
armed in the fame manner. The Moor was terribly frightened at fight of a man
armed in this manner ; but the captain tranquillized him with the afl'urance that our
arms were as advantageous to our friends as fatal to our enemies ; and that we
were able as readily to dilperfe all the enemies of our fovereign and our faith as to

wipe the fweat from our brows. Tlie captain made ufe of this lofty and threatening,

tone purpofely that the Moor might make report of it to the King.

As promifed, the prefumptive heir to the throne came on board us in the afternoon

with the King of Maflara, the Moor, the governor or minifter, the provofl-major, and
eight chiefs of the ifland, to edabliih a treaty of peace. The captain received tlieni

v/ith great ftate : he was feated in a chair covered with red velvet, and other chairs

covered in the fame manner were afiigned to the King of MafTana and the Prince ; the

chiefs were feated on chairs covered with leather, and the reft of the party on mats.

The captain inquired by means of the interpreter, if it was ufual with them to form
treaties in public, and if the Prince and the King of Maifana were duly authorized to

conclude a treaty with him. The aniwer was, that tiicy were duly autliorizcd, and
that the conditions might be publicly diicuffed. The captain then made them fenfible

of all the advantages to be derived from this alliance, called on ihe God of Heaven to

witnefs it, and added many other things which ml'pired them with love and veneration.

* Thi"! practice is not prciili^r fn tlie ifland of Zubu or the Plillippincs ; It li.is recently hcen noticed

to iufvdil " 'I'lnior, uiid even in Madagiifcar. Sec I'tron's Voyage lo ihc Soiiilicrn Regions, book viii. in

this Lolii-tltion.

for
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for our religion. He enquired if the King had any male children, and learnt that he
had none but females, the eldeft of whom was the wife of his nephew, who then was
his ambaffador, and who, in virtue of this marriage, was regarded as the hereditary

prince. On fpeaking to them of the courfe of I'ucceffion, we learnt that when parents

attain a certain age they are no longer, held in efleem, and that their authority thea

devolves to their fons. Our captain was much difpleafed at hearing of this ufage,

which he flrongly condemned, feeing the Almighty who created heaven and earth, as

he obferved, has ilrictly commanded children to honour their parents, and threatened

with eternal fire thofe who (hould trangrefs this commandment ; and to make them
the better apprehend the force of this divine precept, he told them that we were all

alike fubjed: to the fame divine laws, as we were all alike defcended from Adam and
Eve. He added other obfervations from holy writ, which afforded much pleafure to

thefe iflanders, and infpired them with defire of being inftruded in our religion ; fo

much fo indeed that they befought the captain to leave with them, at their departure,

one or two men capable of teaching them, who would not fail of being held in great

honour. But the captain informed them that the mofl; effential thing was that they

fhould be baptifed, which could be effeded before he fliould quit the country ; that he
could not on this occafion leave any of his people behind him ; but that he would
return on a future day, and bring with him priefls and monks to inftrufl: them in all

things belonging to our holy religion.

At this they expreffed their fatisfaclion, and added that they themfelves would be
glad to receive baptifm ; but that beforehand they wifhed to confult their monarch on
this fubjett. The captain then admoniflied them by no means to be baptifed through

any dread with which we might have infpii'cd them, nor through any expectation of

temporal advantage ; for it was not his intention to moleft any one on account of his

preferring the religion of his fathers : he did not, however, difguife that thofe who
fhould become Chi-iftians would be more beloved and better dealt with. Every one
upon this exclaimed that it was neither out of dread of nor complaifance towards us,

that they fought to embrace our religion, but from a fpontaneous emotion, and of their

own will.

The captain then promifed them, in confonance to orders he had received from
his fovereign, to leave with them arms and a complete fet of armour ; t)ut he told them
at the fame time that it was requifite their wives fhould likewife be baptifed, as other-

wife they mufl be divorced from and hold no communication with them if they would
efcape fin. Learning that they pretended to be tormented by frequent apparitions of
the devil *, he allured them that if they became Chriftians the devil* would not after-

wards dare to appear before thetn, but at the hour of death. Thefe iflanders, much
affeded and firmly perfuaded of the truth of all they heard, anfwered, that they placed

full reliance in him : on this the captain, weeping for joy, embraced them all.

He then took hold of the hand of the Prince and that of the King of Maffana, and
faid that by the trufl he had in God, by his allegiance to his fovereign the Emperor,
and by the drefs he wore t, he now eflablilhed and vowed perpetual peace between
the King of Spain and King of Zubu. The two ambaffadors made a fimilar pro-

feflion.

* Cavendifh and Noort (Hid. Gen. des Voyages, tome xv. p. 222.) fpeak of the dread entertained by
the inhabitants of the Philippine I Hands of apparitions of the devil.

t Probably it was the upper drefs of the order of St. lago della Spada, of which he was a com-
mander.

After
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After this ceremony breakfaft was ferved up. The Indians then prefented to the
captain, on the part of the King of Zubu, large bafkets full of rice, hogs, goats, and
fowls, making excufes at the fame time for the unfuitablenefs of the prcfent to the
dignity of fo great a perfonage.

'1 he captain-general in return prefented to the Prince a very fine piece of white
woollen cloth, a ixd cap, fomc firings of glafs beads, and a glafs goblet gilt, glafs being
in high requcft among thefe people. He made no prefent to the King of Maflana,
as he had jufl previoully given him a Cambayan vefl and feveral other things. He
made prefents at the fame time to all the fuite of the embufly.

Alter the iflanders had left us, the captain lent me on (hore, in company with another
perfon, to carry the prefent deligned for the King, which confifted of a vefl of yellow
and violet coloured filk, made after the Turkifh fafliion, a red cap, and fome
firings of cryflal beads in a filver difli ; with two gilt glaffes, which we carried in

our hands.

On reaching the town we found the King in his palace furroundcd by a large con-
courfe of people. He was feated on the ground on a mat of palm. He was naked,
a girdle excepted which he wore about his loins, and which ferved to hide his fexual

parts ; around his head he wore a veil embroidered with the needle, on his neck a
collar of great value, and in his ears two gold rings of great fize fet with precious

floncs. He was fmall in flature, plump, and painted with diflerent figures burnt into

the fkin *. Before him on another mat, in two vales of porcelain, were fome turtles'

eggs, of which he was eating, and near them four pitchers of palm wine covered with
odoriferous herbs. In each of thefe pitchers was a hollow reed, by means of which
he drank f.

After falutation on our part, the interpreter informed the King that the captain

returned thanks for the prefent made him, and on his part had fent him certain articles,

not as a compenfation, but as tellimonials of the fmcere friendfhip he had lately con-
tracted. After this preface we clothed him in the vefl we brought, put the cap on his

head, and proffered the other prefents. Before I gave him the glafs goblets, I kiffed

and raifed them above my head : the King on receiving them did the fame. He then
made us partake of his eggs, and drink of his wine through the reeds he ufed himfelf.

While we were regaling, thofe who had come from the fliip related to hini what the

captain had faid refpecling peace, and the manner in which he had exhorted them to em-
brace Chrillianity.

I'he King wifhed us to flay and fup with him, but we excufed ourfelves and took

our leave. The Prince, his fon-in-law, conduced us to his own houfe, where we found

four girls playing on mufic after their manner : one was beating a drum funilar to our
own, but placed on the ground

J ; another had two kettle drums befide her, and in

each hand a fmall drumltick, tiie end of it armed with cloth made of the palm, with

which Ihe Rruck firit one and then the other; the third was beating in the fame
manner a large kettle-drum ; and the fourth held in her hands two fmall cymbals,

which fhe alternately llruck one againil the other and which rendered an extremely

* At prrfcnt \he favajjes no longer ufi.- fire for tattooing themfclves, but either make inciHuns, into

willed tlicy iiifiife culoiirinj^ liquids, 01 apply cm lio juices to the fkiii for the pur;),le

j- The prailice of drawing up their drink through reeds was remarked among thifc people by

Noort

I Even now in the iflands of the South Sea drums and cymbals aic the chief inllruments of mnfic in

life with the Inhabitants.

VOL. XI. ^ ^ pleafing
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pleafing found. Tliey all of them kept fuch excellent time, that we conceived them to

pofll'fs great knowledge of mufic. The kettle-drums, which are of metal or bronze,

are made in the country of the Sign' Magno *, and ferve the people of that country

in lieu of bells; they are called agon f. Thefe iflanders likewife play on a kind of

violin, the ftrings of which are of copper.

Thefe girls were very pretty, and ahnofl: as fair as Europeans ; and although they

were adult, they neverthelefs were naked : part of them however had a piece of cloth,

made of the inner bark of a tree, faltened round their waifts, which defcended- as low

as the knees ; but nothing veiled from the eye any part of the body of the rcfidue.

The hole in their ears was very large, and was turnifiied with a wooden ring to keep

it extended and preferve it of a round figure |. Their hair was black and long, and
their head was encircled by a fmall veil. They never wear fhoes nor any covering

whatever for the legs and feet. We partook of a collation with the Prince, and after-

wards returned to our (hips.

One of our people dying in courfe of the night, I returned to the King on Wed-
ncfday morning, loth April, accompanied by the interpreter, to beg permiilion of him
to inter the corpfe, and to requefl: he would point out to us fome fpot for the purpofe.

The King, who was encircled by a number of people, replied, that as the captain was

at liberty to difpofeof himfelf and all his fubjeds, he might with full propriety do what

he pleafed with their lands. I added that, before we could bury the defund, it would

be neceflary we fhould confecrate the ground, and creiSl; a crofs there. The King not

only gave his approbation to this meafure, but ftated that, as well as we did, he would
adore the crofs.

We confecrated, as well as we were able, the whole ground in the town fet apart

for fepukure of the dead, according to the rites of the church, that we might infpire

the Indians with a good opinion of us, and here we interred the dead body. The fame
evening we again buried another.

Having this day landed a quantity of our merchandize, we placed them in a houfe

affigned for the purpofe by the King, which he took under his prote£tion, as well as

four men which the captain left in it for the purpofe of trading by wholefaie. Thefe

people, who are great lovers of juftice, have their weights and meafures. Their

fcales are made of a beam of v/ood fupported in the middle by a cord. At one end is

the fcale to receive the things to be weighed, on the other a leaden weight equivalent

to that of the fcale, to which the different weights are fufpended. They have likewife

their meafures of length and capacity.

The inhabitants of thefe iflands are addided to pleafure and idlenefs. We have

already remarked the manner in which the girls play on the gongs : they have alfo a

fpecies of bag-pipe which much refembles ours, and which they call fubin.

Their houfes are conftructed with beams, planks, and reeds, and are hke ours divided

into apartments. They are raifed on ports ; fo that beneath them there is an empty

* The Sinus Magnus of Ptolemy, which is the Gulf of China.

f The gong is a Chinefc inftrument, which is gently ftruck at firft to excite a weak vibration of the metal
ef which it iscompofed, and afterwards gradually harder, till the vibtation iiicreafing becomes exceedingly

fonorous, the lound being continual, as before it dies away a fiefli and hard blow renews the vibratory

motion of the rr.etal The fliape of the gong is that of a frying pan, but with the circumference greater

at the bottom which is ftruck than at the nether edge of the rim. It is made of a mixture of copper and
tutenag. Eng. Tr.

X Cook (Second Voyage, book ii.) explains the mode, by means of elaftic tings made of the leaves

ef rced»^ with which the holes at the end of the ears are enlarged.

fpace.

I
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fpace, which ferves as a farm and poultry-yard, in which they keep their hogs, goats,

and fowls *.

We were told that in thefe feas arc birds of a black colour, rcfcmbling our crows,
which, when the whale appears on the furface of the water, watch the niomcnt it opens
its mouth to fly into it, and thence proceed dircftly to pluck out iis heart, which they
carry away with them to fome other fpot to feed upon. The only proof thcv have how-
ever of this fact: is their having feen this black bird feeding on the heart of the whale,
and their finding the whale dead and without a heart. They add that this bird is

called lagan ; that it has a dentated beak, and a black fkin ; but that its flefli is white
and fit to eat !•

On Friday we opened our warehoufe, and exhibited our different merchandize,
which excited much admiration among the iflanders. For brafs, iron, and other weighty
articles, they gave us gold in exchange : our trinkets, and articles of a lighter kind,

were bartered for rice, hogs, goats, and other edibles. For fourteen pounds of iron

we received ten pieces of gold, of the value of a ducat and a half. The caplain-gcneral

forbade too great an anxiety for receiving geld ; without which order every failor

would have parted with all he had to obtain this metal, which would have ruined our
commerce lor ever.

The King having promifcd our captain to embrace the Chriftian faith, Sunday the

14th of April was fixed upon for the ceremony. With this intent a fcatfold was
raifed, in the place we had already confecrated, which was covered with tapeftry and
branches of palm. About forty of us landed, exclufive of two men armed cap-a pie,

who preceded the royal fiandard. At the inflant of our landing the vcifels fired a

general falute, which did not fail of alarming the iflanders. The captain and the King
embraced. We afccnded the fcaffold, on which were placed two chairs for them,

covered with green and blue velvet. The chiefs of the ifland were feated on cufliions,

and the reft of the aflemblage on mats.

The captain then told the King that among the other advantages that wobld accrue

to him from embracing the Chriftian faith would be that of his being (Irengthened, fo

as with greater facility to overcome his enemies. The King anfwcrfd, that without

this confideration he felt himfelf difpofed to become a Chriftian ; but that he certainly

fhould be much pleafed at being enabled to enforce refpeft from different chiefs of the

ifland who refufed him homage, faying they were men as v>ell as himfelt, and would

not obey his mandates. The captain having fummoned them before him, gave them,

through the interpreter, to underftand that, if they failed in obeying the King as their

liege lord, he would caufe them all to be put to death, and give their poffellions to

the King. Upoft this the intimidated chiefs univerfally promifed to acknowledge the

King's authority.

The captain furthermore promifed the King that, after he fliould have rctunied to

Spain, he would come back to his country with forces ftr more confiderablc, and that

he would render him the mort; powerful monarch in all thefe iflanJs ; a recompence

which he confidered due to him for being the firft who had embraced the Ciniftian

faith. The King, raifing his hands to heaven, returned him thanks, and carneftly

• The fame account rendered by Plgafitta of thehotifcs of the Indians of the Pliilippinr 1 (lands is given

hy De Guigiie in liiu Voyage a I'lfle de France et a Manille, tome iii ; a voyage wlilcli niakvs a part of

lltiii Collcftion. ]"nc. Tr.
+ Tills 18 one of ihe tales of Pic3fetta which he relates as if he crcdiu-l. In favonr of the ril.ition

having been made to him mull be oLfirvtd, that many birds feed on dead whsles. A trow fttn in ihe

mouth of a dead whale hy fome of thefe iflander* may polTibly have been llic fn ll origin of this llory

.

X X 2 entrcateJ
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entreated him to leave fome of his people behind him, to inflruft him in the myflcrles of

the Chriftian religion ; which the captain promifed he would do, but on condition that

two of the fens of the chief men in the ifland fhould be allowed to accompany him to

Spain, where they fliould be taught the Spanifli language, in order that on their return

they might give account of all they might fee and hear.

After erecting a large crofs in the middle of the place, a proclamation was ifliied

ordering that all who were inclined to become Chriflians fliould deftroy their idols

and fubflitute the crofs in their (lead. The captain then taking the King by the hand,

conduced him to the platform, where he was dreft entirely in white, and was baptifed,

together with the King of Maffana, the Prince his nephew, the Moorifli merchant, and

others, in number five hundred. The King, who was called Rajah Humabon, received

the name of Charles, after the Emperor : the othei'S received other names. Mafs was

afterwards celebrated, after which the captain invited the King to dinner ; but his

Majefty excufed himfelf, accompanying us however to the boats which took us back

to the fquadron, on which another general falute was tired.

Soon as we had dined we went on fliore in great numbers, with our almoner, to

baptlfe the queen and other women. We afcended the platform with them. 1 fhewed

the Oucen a fmall image of the Virgin with the infant Jefus, with which flie was much
aftecbed and delighted. She begged it of me to replace her idols, and with great wil-

lingnefs I acceded to her requefl *. The Queen received the name of Jane, from the

mother of the Emperor ; the Prince's fpoufe that of Catherine, and the Oueen of

Maffana that of Ifabella. On that day we baptifed altogether more than eight hun-

dred perfons, men, women, and children.

The Queen, a young and handfome woman, was completely drefl; in black and

white cloth ; on her head flie wore a very large hat in the fhape of an umbrella, formed

of the leaves of the palm-tree, and furmounted by a triple crown formed of fimilar

leaves and refembling the papal tiara. This hat (he conltantly wears, never going

abroad without it. Her mouth and nails were of a very lively red.

Towards evening the King and Queen came to the fea-lhore where we were, and

liflened with fatisfaftion to the innocent noife of our guns, a noife which before had

occafioned them fo much alarm.

At this time all the inhabitants of Zubu and the neighbouring iflands were baptifed,

thofe of one village in one of the iflands alone excepted, who refufed obedience to the

injunctions of the King or our captain-general : after burning the village, a crofs was

erected on the fpot, becaufe it was a village of idolaters ; if the inhabitants had been

Moors, /. e. Mahometans, a pillar of ftone would have been raifed to mark the hard,

nefs of their hearts.

The captain-general landed every day to hear mafs, on which occafion many new
Chrifliians alfo attended, for whom he made a kind of catechifm in which many points

of our religion were explained.

One day the Queen alfo came in flate to hear mafs. She was preceded by three

voung girls, with each one of her hats in their hands : flie was drefl: in black and

white, and with her head and flioulders covered by a large veil of filk ftriped with gold.

Many women accompanied her, each wearing a imall veil furmounted by a hat ; they

•* Chance, or the care of fome inhabitant who looked upon it as an idol, occafioned its prefervation to

the year 1598, at which time the Spaniards, having returned with the miflionaries, found and caufed great

refpeft to be (hown it ; on this occafion it was that they gave the name of Jefus to the town they built

en the ifland. (Hilloire GL-nerale des Voyages, tome xv. p. 35.)

were
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were otherwife naked, fave a fmall girdle of palm cloth about their middle : their hair

hung loofe. The Queen, after bowing to the altar, feated herfelf on a cufhion of
embroidered filk ; and the captain fprinkled her and her attendants with rofe water,

a fcent in which the women of this country much delight.

That the King might obtain more refpeft and be better obeyed, our captain-general

caufed him to attend mafs one day drell in fiik, and ordered his two brothers to be
conduced to the ceremony, one of whom was called Bondara, and was the father of
the hereditary prince, the other Cadaro ; with thefe alfo were brought thither feveral

chiefs, whofe names were Simicut, Sibuaia, Sifacai *, Magalibe, &c. From thefe feve-

rally he exafted on the altar an oath to obey the King j after which all of them kifled

his hand.

The captain next caufed the King of Zubu to fwear that he would continue fub-

miflive and faithful to the King of Spain. After his having taken this oath, the captain-

general drew his fword before the image of Our Lady, and told the King that after a
fimihir engagement, a man ought rather to die than fail in obfcrvance of it ; and that

for his part he was ready to undergo a thoufand deaths rather than falfify an oath thus

fwoni by the image of Our Lady, by the life of the Emperor his mafter, and by his

own habit. He then made him a prefent of a velvet chair, recommending him to

caufe it to be carried before him by one of his chiefs wherever he went, and inflrud-

ing him how this was to be eflefled.

l"he King oromifed the captain to do cxaftly as he was defired ; and to give hira a

frefh mark of his perfonal attachment to him, he caufed fome jewels to be worked,

which he defigned as a prefent for him : thefe confifted of two gold pendents for the

cars, of pretty large fize, two bracelets of gold for the arms, and two others for the

fmall of the leg, all of them ornamented with precious ftones. Thefe rings are the

chief ornaments of the Kings of thefe iflands, who conftantly go naked and without

any fliocs or (lockings, their only veftment being a bit of cloth which hangs down from

the waifl: to the knees.

The captain, who had direcled the King and the other newly made Chriflians to

burn their idols, which they had promifed to do, feeing they not only continued to

prefcrve them but made facrificcs to them of meat according to cuflom, complained

loudly of and highly blamed this breach of promife. They did not deny the facl

;

but fought to cxcufe themfelves by faying, it was not on their own account they made
thefe facrifices ; but for a fick pcrfon to whom they hoped the idols would reflore

health. This fick man was the brother of the Prince, who was looked upon as the

wifed; and mod valiant pcrfonage in the ifland ; and his illnefs had attained fuch a

height that four days had already elapfed fince he had 1 >ft his fpeech.

The captain hearing this, animated with holy zeal, faid, if they had truly fiiith in

Jefus Chrift, they muft immediately burn all their idols and cauf^ the fick man to be

baptifed, who would then recover. He moreover added that he was fo perfectly con-

vinced of what he faid, that he would confent to lofe his head if what he promifed

did not immediately take place. The King confented to all he required. We then

made a proceflion with all imaginable pomp from the place where we were to the

houfe of the fick man, whom we found in reality in a very fad condition, fuch indeed

that he could neither fpcak nor move. We baptifed him, together with two of his

wives and his ten daughters. The captain then a(ked him how he found himf^lf, and

he anfwercd, of a fuddcn recovering his fpeech, that, thanks to the Lord, he found

• It appears that Si ot Ci placed before a mao's name is a tide of honour.

himfcif
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himfelf very well. We were all of us occular witneffes of this miracle. The Captaia

then, with greater fervour than the reft of us, returned praife to God. He adminifter-

ed a reftorative cordial to the fick man, and repeated the fame every day until he was
perfectly recovered. He at the fame time fent him a mattrefs, blankets, a coverlid of

yellow linen, and a pillow.

On the fifth day the fick man was perfedtly recovered and quitted his couch. His

firft care was was to caufe an idol which was held in great veneration, and which was
fecreted with greateft care by fome old women in his houfe, to be burned in prefencs

of the King and all the people. He likewife caufed feveral temples to be demolifhed

which were built on the margin of the fea, and where the people affembled to eat the

meat offerings prefented to the idols. All the inhabitants approved of thefe doings, and
determined on utterly deftroying every idol, thofe even which ornamented the King's

houfe, crying at the fame time, " Viva la Caftilla," in honour of the King of Spain.

The idols of thefe countries are of wood hollowed behind ; their arms and legs are

extended and their feet turned up ; they have a difproportionately large face with four

very large teeth in front fimilar to thofe of the wild boar *. Generally fpeaking they

are painted.

Now i am fpeaking of their idols, I ftiall relate to your lordlhip t fome of their fuper-

ftitious ceremonies, one of which is blefling the hog. The ceremony begins with beat-

ing large gongs. Three large difhes are afterwards brought, two of which contain

broiled fifti, and cakes of rice and millet folded in leaves; on the third are Cambayan
cloths and two fillets of cloth made from the palm tree. Two old women then advance,

each of which holds in her hand a large trumpet | of bamboo. They place themfelves

upon the cloth, falute the fun, and clothe themfelves in the other cloths which were in

the difti. The firft of thefe old women covers her head with a handkerchief tied round
her forehead in fuch manner as to prcfent two horns ; and taking another handkerchief

in her hand fhe dances, and at the fame time founds the trumpet, invoking the fun at in-

tervals. The other old woman takes one of the fillets of palm tree cloth, and in a like

manner dances and founds the trumpet, and turning towards the fun addreffes fome
words to that luminary. The firft then fnatches up the other fillet of palm tree cloth,

throws away the handkerchief fhe held in her hand, and both together the two found

their trumpets and dance round the hog, which is tied and lies on the ground. In the

mean time the firft old woman addrefles the fun in a low tone of voice, and is anfwered

by the other. After this a cup of wine is prefented to the firft which fhe takes, but
without ftopping her dancing or her addrelfes to the fun, and brings the cup to her

moulh four or five times pretending to drink, but the liquor fhe pours over the heart of

the hog. She then returns the cup and receives a lance which fhe brandifhes, ftill

continuing to dance and fpeak, and diretts it repeatedly to the heart of the hog, which

in the end fhe pierces with a fudden and forcible blow. As foon as the lance is with-

drawn from the wound it is clofed and dreffed with falutary herbs. During the whole
of this ceremony a flambeau is kept burning, which the old woman, who pierced the

hog through the heart, feizes and extinguifhes by thrufting it into the mouth of the

aniir.al. The other old woman dips the end of her trumpet in the blood of the hog,

and with the blood on it ftains the forehead of all perfons prefent, beginning with her

* Vifhnou, in one of his Incarnations, is reprcftnted with the vlfage of a wild boar. Sonnerat, tool. i.

page l^i

.

t Pigafitta here addriflls liinifclf to llie grand mafter of Rhodes. Eng. Tr.

J Among the mvifieal inlliuincnts of the Indians, Sonnerat favv and has given the reprefentation ofa
lar^e trumpet fiinilar lo tlic cue here defcribed. See plate xxvii. fig. 4.

i hufband

,
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hufliand ; but {lie did not come towards us. This being finiihod, the two old women
undrefs themfclves, eat what had been brought in the two firfl: plates, and then invite

the women, but not the men, to partake with them. The hog is then feared. Never
is this animal eaten before it has undergone a fimilar purification, and none but old

women officiate on the occafion.

At the death of one of their chiefs the ceremonies praiflifed are, likewifc, very fmgu-
lar, as I have myfelf witneffed. The moft diftinguifhed women in the country repaired

to the houfe of the defunft, in the middle of which the corpfe was placed in a cafe,

round which a barrier of cords was made. To thefe cords branches of trees were faft-

ened ; and between thefe branches hangings of cotton were fufpended fo as to form
alcoves. Beneath thefe alcoves the women alluded to feated themfelves, covered with

a white cloth. Each woman was attended by a fervant who cooled her with a fan of

palm. The other women with mournful countenances were feated round the chamber.

One among them had a knife with which flie gradually cut off the hair of the dead.

Another, who had been the principal wife of the decafed, (for though a man may have

as many wives as he pleafes, there is but one miftrefs,) ftretched herfelf in fuch manner
on the corpfe that her mouth, hands, and feet were oppofed to thnfc ot the dead.

While the one was cutting off his hair, the other was crying; and flie began to fmg as

foon as the work was completed. All round the chamber vafes of porceiaine were

placed containing fire, into which at intervals myi-rh, ftorax, and gum benjamin were

caff, which diffufed a mofl: pleafing fragrance. Thefe ceremonies continue five or fix

days, during which the corpfe remains in the houfe; I believe the precaution is ufed of

embalming it with camphor to prevent putrefaction. At length the body is faftened

down with wooden pins and interred in the cemetery, which is an enclofure covered

with canopies.

We were affured that every night a black bird, the fize of a crow, came at midnight

and perched on the houfes, and by its fcreams frightened the dogs, who never ceafed

barking till break of day. We never were able to learn the caufe of this fingular phe-

nomenon of which we were all of us witneffes.

1 (hall mention another of their flrange cuffoms. I have already faid that thefe

Indians go naked, or with only a piece of cloth of the palm to cover tiieir privities.

All the men, young as well as old, have a fort of fibula confiding of a bar of gold or tire

cf the fize of a goofe quill, which traverfes the prepuce from one" fide to the other over

the glans, leaving an opening in the middle for the paffagc of the urine; this bar, at the

two ends, is faftened by means of heads fimilar to thofe ot our large nails ; thefe even

are oftentimes jagged with points fo as to reprefent a ftar.

They informed me that this extraordinary ornament is never removed, not even in the

aft of coition ; that it was their wives who invented and infifted on this ufage ; and that

it was they themfclves who prepared their children for its affixture from their early

infancy *
; what, however, is certain, notwithftanding this ftrange invention, all the

women gave us a preference to their huibands f.

Pro-

• In tlic firfl tranflatiun into modirn Italian ofthr Fxtrait de Pi^jafrtia, is rr.ul : Grandi e piccoli

Iianno il mcmbro bucato da una p:irto all' altra apprclTa il capo, c in qiul buco hanmi mtlTo come una

vcrghetta d'orogroffa come una ptnna d'oca ; i allri mcttono come una lUlla acuta fnpra la tella del mem-

bro p\ir d'oro.

t For decency's fake the text U much abridged: the oiiginal runii thus. Grandi et picccll hanno

patTato il fui) membro circa dr la lifta di lima paitc a laltra con uno fcio de oro hnvcro de (lanio gronb

comir una prnna do ocha, e in urn) capo tt laltro del mcdtfimo frro al^'uni como una Delia con ponte fmira

li capialtrl como una tcUa di chiodo da cmo alTailTii.ic vi>ltc I" voUi vcilire di molti cnfi vcqni cmo jo eni

perche non \o pottva credere nel mtzo dtl fcio e un buto per il quale urinano il fero e le lUllc fcmprc ilanno

fcime
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Provifions abound in this ifland. Befides the animals I have already mention'^ -1, there

are dogs and cats which, like the others, are both of them eaten. There alio grow

rice, millet, panicle, and maize, oranges, lemons, fugar canes, cocoa nuts, pompions,

garlic and ginger ; honey alio abounds, with various other productions
;
palm wine is

made ; and a great quantity of gold is collected.

When any of us went on fliore, whether it happened by day or by night, the Indians

conftantly invited us to eat and drink. They never thoroughly drefs their meat, and

fait it very much, which excites them to drink, and at their meals they drink often, by

means of hollow reeds, from the vafes which contain their wine. They commonly re-

main five or fix hours at table.

In this ifland are many villages, the chiefs of each of which are one or feveral in

number, and perfons much refpefted. The following are the names of the villages and

their refpedive chiefs: Cingapola, its chiefs Cilaton, Cighibucan, Cimanenga, Cimaticat,

and Cicanbul ; Mandani, its chief Aponoaan ; Lalan, its chief Teten ; Lalutan, its

chief Japaa ; and Lubucin, the chief of which is Cilumai. All thefe villages were fub-

jeft to us, and paid us a kind of tribute.

Contiguous to the ifland Zubu is another called Matan, which has a port of the fame

name, in which our vciTels laid at anchor. The chief village of this ifland is likewife

called Matan, over which Zula and Cilapulapu prefided as chiefs. In this ifland the

village of Bulaia was fituate, which we burnt.

On Friday 26th April, Zula, one of thefe chiefs, fent one of his fons with two goats

to the captain-general and obferved, that if he did not fend him the whole of what he

had promifed, the blame was not to be imputed to himfelf, but to the other chief

Cilapulapu, who would not acknowledge the authority of the King of Spain : he further

ftated, that if the captain-general would only fend to his afliftance the following

night a boat with fome armed men, he would engage to beat and entirely fubjugate his

rival.

On receiving this meflTage the captain general determined on going himfelf with thefe

boats. We entreated him not to hazard his perfon on this adventure, but he anfwered,

that as a good paftor he ought not to be away from his flock.

At midnight we left the fhip fixty in number, armed with helmets and cuirafl'es. The
Chriilian King, the Prince his nephew, and feveral Chiefs of Zubu, with a number of

armed men, followed us in twenty or thirty balanghays. We reached Matan three

hours before day. The captain would not then begin the attack ; but he fent the

Moor on fhore to inform Cilapulapu and his people, that if he would acknowledge the

fovereignty of the King of Spain, obey the Chriilian King of Zubu, and pay the tri-

bute he demanded, they fhould be looked upon as friends, otherwile they (hould expe-

rience the ilrength of our lances. The iflanders, nothing intimidated, replied, they

ferme. Loro dicono che le fue moglie voleno cuffi et fc fofTero de altra forte non ufariano con elli Qiiando

q'jttti viigliono uzare loro medifime lo prgliano non in ordiiie .... Quefti popoli nzDnno quello perclie

fono di debille natura .... A tuetr da fey anni infu apoco apoco li aproiio la nalura per cagionc, ecc
It will he no matter of fmprife to thofe who have read in the rclailons of tiavclleis of the manners and
the indiillry of the women of thefe ifl.inds in matters of this kind, that their lubiicity fhould have given rife

to this invention. See the letter of Amerigo Vefpucci in Ranuifio torn. i. p 31. ; and raw Recherches

fur les Amevicains, part i. Noort and Cavendifh, wlio faded through the fame ftas in 1600, found this

practice ilill continued ; and to them it wa5 rcLutd to be an invention ot rhe women to prevent the praiSice

of unnatural propenfitles in the men. Hill Gen. dc^ V(iyages, torn x. p 357. The two authors above

noticed do nut hovvc. er mention that it was not occafionally removed. This cullom mull have ceafcd, as

xnodern navigators make no allufion lo it.

2 had
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had lances as well as we, although they were only flicks of bamboo pointed at the end,

and ftaves hardened in the fire. I'hey merely requcfted that they might not be at-

tacked in the night, as they cxpeded reinforcements, and fliould then be better able

to cope with us : this they faid defigncdly to induce us to attack them immediately, in

hope that thus we fliould tall in the dykes they had dug between the fca and ilicir

houies.

We accordingly waited day-light, when we jumped into the water up to our thiglis,

the boats not being able to approach near enough to land, on account of the rocks and
fhallows. The number which landed was forty-nine only, as eleven were left in charge

of the boats. We were obliged to wade fome diltancc through the water before we
reached the fiiore.

We found the iflanders, fifteen hundred in number, formed into three battalions, who
immediately on our landing fell upon us, making horrible Hioufs ; two of thcfe bat-

talions attacked us in flank, and the third in front. Our captain divided his company
into two platoons. The mufqueteers and crofs-bowmen fired from a diftance the fpace

of half an hour without making the leafl imprelfion on the enemy ; for though the

balls and arrows penetrated their bucklers made of thin wood, and even wounded
them at times in their arms, this did not make them halt, as the wounds failed of occa-

fioning them inftant death as they expefted, on the contrary, it only nude them more
bold and furious. Moreover, trulling to the fuperiority of their numbers, they

ihowered on us fuch clouds of bamboo lances, ftaves hardened in the fire, floncs, and

even dirt, that it was with difficulty we defended ourfelves. Some even threw fpears

headed with iron at our captain-general, who, to intimidate and caufe them to difperfe,

ordered away a party of our men to fet fire to their houfes, which they immediately ef-

fefted. The fight of the flames ferved only to increafe their exafperation : fome of

them even ran to the village which was fet on fire, and in which twenty or thirty

houfes were confumed, and killed two of our men on the fpot. They feemcd mo-

mently to increafe in number and impetuofity. A poifoned arrow ft:ruck the captain in

the leg, who on this ordered a retreat in flow and regular order ; but the majority of

our men took to flight precipitately, fo that only feven or eight remained about the

captain.

The Indians perceiving their blows were ineffeftual when aimed at our body or head,

on account of our armour, and noticing at the fame time that our legs were uncovered,

direfted againfl: thefe their arrows, javelins, and ftoncs, and thcfe in fuch abundance,

that we could not guard againfl: them. The bombards we had in our boats were of no

utility, as thelevelnefs of the ftrand would not admit of the boats being brought fuf-

ficiently clofe in fliore. We retreated gradually, Hill continuing to fight, and were now
at a bow's-fliot from the iflanders, and in the water up to our knees, when they renewed

their attack with fury, throwing at us the fame lance five or fix times over as they

picked it up on advancing. As they knew our captain, they chiefly aimed at him, fo

that his helmet was twice ftruck from his head ; ftill he did not give himfelf up to

defpair, and we continued in a very fmall number fighting by his fide. This combat,

fo unequal, laftcd more than an hour. An iflander at length fucceeded in thrulling the

end of his lance through the bars of his helmet, and wounding the captain in the fore-

head, who irritated on the occafion, immediately ran the aflailant through the body

with his lance, the lance remaining in the wound. He now atreinpted to draw his

fword, bAt was unable, owing to his right -.u-m being grievoufly woundctl. The In-

dians, who perceived this, prefled in crowds upon him ; and one of ihcn-i having given

him a violent cut with a fword on the left leg, he fell on his iace : on this they imme-

voL. XI. V Y diately
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diatcly fell upon him. Thus periflied our guide, our light, and our fupport. On fall-

ing, and feeing himfelf furrounded by the enemy, he turned towards us feveral times,

as if to know whether we had been able to fave ourfelves. As there was not one of
thofe who remained with liim but was wounded, and as we were confequently in no
condition either to afford him fuccour or revenge his death, we inftantly made for our
boats, which were on the point of putting off. To our captain indeed did we owe our
deliverance, as the inftant he fell, all the iflanders rufhed towards the fpot where he
laid.

The Chriftian King had it in his power to render us alTiflance, and this he would no
doubt have done ; but the captain general, far from forefeeing what was about to hap-

pen when he landed with his people, had ordered him not to leave his balanghay, but

merely to remain a fpedator of our manner of fighting. His Majefty bitterly bewailed

his fate on feeing him fall.

But the glory of Magellan will furvive him. He was adorned with every virtue ; in

midfl: of the greateft adverfity he conftantly poffeffed an immoveable firmnefs. At fea

he fubjefted himfelf to the fame privations as his men. Better (killed than any one in

the knowledge of nautical charts, he was a perfed maflier of navigation, as he proved in

making the tour of the world, an attempt on which none before him had ventured *.

This unfortunate battle took place on the 27th April 1521, which fell on a Satur-

day, a day chofen by the captain himfelf, being that which he held moll propitious to

his enterprize. Eight of our men, and four of the Indians, who had received bap-

tifm, periflied with him ; and few of -thofe who remained regained the (liips without

being wounded. I'he men who were in the boats attempted, when they faw us pufh-

ed, to aflifl us by firing the bombards, but the diflance was fo great from which they

fired, that they did us more harm than to the enemy, who neverthelefs lofl fifteen

men.
In the afternoon the Chriftlan king, with our confent, caufed to be intimated to the

people of Matan, that if they would reflore the bodies of our dead foldiers, and efpe-

cially of our captain-general, we would give them whatever merchandize they re-

quired ; but they anfwered, that they could not be induced by any confideration, to

part with the body of a man like our chief, which they would preferve as a monument
of their victory over us.

On learning the death of our captain, thofe who were left in the town to carry on
trade, caufed all their merchandize immediately to be tranfported on board. We then

eleded in his Head two governors, that is to fay, Odoard Barbofaf, a Portuguefe, and

Juan Serano, a Spaniard.

Our interpreter, called Henry, the flave of Magellan, having been flightly wounded
in the battle, made this a pretence for going no more on fhore, where his prefence was
neceffary for our fervice, and paffed the whole day in idlenefs extended on his mat.

Odoard Barbofa, commander of Magellan's fhip, reprimanded him feverely on the

occafion, and told him, that though his mafter was dead he was ftill a flave, and that

on our return to Spain, he would deliver him up to Donna Beatrix, the wife of

* Magellan only made the circuit of half the globe on this occafion ; but Pigafetta fays with fome rea-

fon, though not quite correftly, that he made tlie tour of the world, for the Poituguefe were well ac-

quainted with the remainder of ihe route from the Molucca iflands to Europe by the Cape of Good Hope,
and Magellan had already been at Malacca.

f Odoard Barbofa had already been to the Moluccas by the way of the Cape: he has given a very
interefting account of the Indies. Ramufio, torn. i. p. 288. One of his companions alfo wrote a (hort

account of this voyage. See the Introdudion to this Work, par. xxiv.

Magellan
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Magellan ; he moreover threatened to have him beaten with rods, if he did not imme-
diately go on fliore for the fervicc of the fquadron.

The Have hereupon arofe, and feemed to hold no refentment for the reprimand and
menaces of the commander. On landing he repaired to the Chriftian King, whom he
told that we intended fhortly to take our departure, and that, if his advice was taken,
he might render himfelf malter of all our vcifels and merchandize. The King turned
a favouring ear to his propofals, and conjointly they laid a plot againll us. The flave

then returned on board, and (hewed greater activity and more underftanding than we
had ever noticed in him before.

On the morning of Wednefday, ift May, the Chrifhian King fent to our two gover-
nors, to inform them that he had prepared a prefent of precious ftones for the King of
Spain, and that he might deliver it into their hands, he begged them to come that day
and dine with him, and bring with them fome of their fuite. They accordingly went,
taking with them our aflrologer, San Martino of Seville, and, of the different {hips

companies, as many as made up twenty four for the entire number of the party. I

was not one on the occafion, my face being fwollen by a wound I had received from a
poifoned arrow on the forehead. Johan Carvajo and the provoft, fufpetting the In-
dians of entertaining fome bad intentions, returned immediately to the fliips ; it feems
their fufpicions arofo from having feen the nobleman who had been miraculoully
cured, feparate the almoner from the party.

Scarcely had they related thus much to us on board, ere we heard loud cries and
moans. Heavinganchor immediately, we laid the veffels clofe in with the fliore, and
fired a number of fhot at the houfcs. We then faw Juan Serano, whom they were
leading, wounded and tied hand and foot, towards the fhore. He entreated us to de-

fifl from firing, as otherwife, he faid, he fliould be mailacrcd. We enquired what had
become of his companions and the interpreter, and learned that the former had all been
murdered, and that the interpreter had taken part with the natives. He conjured us

to ranfom him with merchandize ; but Johan Carvajo, though his fellow-goflip, joined

with others in refufing to treat for his releafe, and would not allow any of our boats to

approach the fhore. The reafon for this conduct of Carvajo was, in cafe of the death

of the two governors, the command of the fquadron devolved on himfelf. Juan Serano
continued to implore the compaflion of his fellow-goflip, by afTuring him he fliould be
maffacred the inftant we fet fail ; and finding at length that all his entreaties were vain,

he uttered deep imprecations, and appealed to the Almighty on the great day of judg-

ment, to exatt account of his foul from Johan Carvajo, his fellow-gofTip. He was
however diiVtgarded ; and we fet fail without ever hearing afterwards what became of

him.

The ifland of Zubu is large ; it has an excellent port, with two entrances to it, the

one on the weft, the other on the north-cafl. It lies in ten degrees of latitude north,

and in one hundred and fifty-four degrees of longitude from the line of demarcation.

In this ifland it was, before the death of Magellan, that we obtained the firfl intelli-

gence refpeding the Molucca Iflands.

Y Y a BOOK
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BOOK III.

From our Departurefrom Zubu, to cur leaving the IJlands of Molucca.

ON quitting the ifland of Zubu, we proceeded to an anchorage off the point of an

ifland called Bohol, eighteen leagues diftant from Zubu ; and, feeing our crews

were diminilhed fo greatly by the lolfes we had fuflained as to be no longer adequate to

manning the three veflels, we determined on burning the Conception, after taking out

of her whatever was ferviceable. We then fleered fouth-fouth-weft, coafting along

an ifland called Panilongon, the inhabitants of which are as black as Ethiopians.

Continuing our courfe, we came to an ifland called Butuan *, where we caft anchor.

The King of the ifland came on board our Ihip, and, as a fymbol of fricndfliip and al-

liance, drew blood from his left hand, with which he befmeared his bread:, and touch-

ed the tip of his tongue, a ceremony which we imitated. We then entered a river f,

in which we faw a number of men filhing, who offered fifli to the King. The King,

like all the inhabitants of this and the neighbouring iflands, was naked, wearing no-

thing but a piece of cloth which concealed his fex, which even he laid afide, as did the

chiefs of the ifland who were with him ; after which they feized their oars and began

rowing, fmging at the fame time. We palTed by a number of houfes built on the

fide of the river, and at two hours after night-fall reached the King's houfe, which was

two leagues diftant from our anchorage.

When about to enter the houfe, we were met by a nuinber of attendants carrying

flambeaux made of canes and palm-leaves rolled up, and enclofmg gum anime. While
fupper was preparing, the King, with two of his chiefs and two of his wives, who were
tolerably pretty, emptied a large vafe full of palm wine without eating. They invited

me to drink with them, but I excufed myfelf by obferving, that I had already fupped,

and drank only once. In drinking they obferved the fame ceremony as the King of

MalTana. The fupper was compofed of rice, and fifli highly faked, ferved up in China
bowls. The rice they ate in heu of bread. The manner in which they cook their

rice is as follows : in an earthen pot, fimilar to our ftew-pans, they firft put a large

leaf, which entirely covers the infide ; in this they place the rice and water, and cover

the pot ; the rice is then fuffered to boil till it attains the confiftence of our bread, and
is taken out in lumps. This is the manner in which rice is cooked in all the iflands of

thefe parts.

Supper ended, the King caufed a mat of reeds to be brought in, with another of palm,

and a pillow made of palm leaves. This was for my couch, on which I laid down to

refl with one of the chiefs. The King went to refl; in another apartment with his

two wives.

The next day, before dinner, I made an excurfion into the ifland ; I entered feveral

houfes, which were built in the fame manner as thofe before defcribed in the iflands we
had previoufly vifited, and in which I law many utcnfils of gold, but few provifions.

I afterwards rejoined the King, and dined with him on rice and fifh.

I fucceeded, by figns, in making the King comprehend that I wifhed to fee the Queen,
and in a hmilar manner he intimated his confent ; we, in confequence, proceeded to-

wards the fummit of a mountain where was her abode. On entering I bowed to her,

* A part of Mindanao. f The river which forms the hay of Chipit.

and
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and {he returned the compliment. I fat befide her while fho was employed in makin<T
mats of palm for a bed. Her houfe was handfomely furnifhed with vafes of porcelain,

which were lufpended from the fides of the apartments, as were four gongs, one of
which was very large, another of a middling fize, and two others fmnll. She had a
number of flaves ol both fcxesto wait on her. We took our leave and returned to the
King's houfe, and breakfafted on fugar-canes.

We found in this ifland hogs, goats, rice, ginger, and in fhort every thing we had
feen on the others. What, however, mod abounds is gold. Vallies were pointed out
to me, in which, by figns, they made me comprehend there were more lumps of gold
than we had hairs on our heads ; but that, for want of iron, the mines exatt greater

labour to work than they feel inclined to bellow.

In the afternoon, on my requeuing to go on board of fhip, the King, with feveral

chiefs of the ifland, offered to accompany me in their balanghay. As we fell down the

river I faw on a fmall mount on the right three men hanging from a tree. On enquir-

ing the reafon of this, I learnt they were malefatlors.

This part of the illand, which is called Chipit, is a continuation of the fame land as

that on which Butuan and Calavan are fituate : it ftretches above Bohol and approaches

Mallana*. 'Ihe port is a tolerably good one. It is fituate in eight degrees of lati-

tude north, longitude one hundred and fixty-feven degrees from the line of deinarcation,

and is fifty leagues diftant from Zuba. In the north-weft lies the ifland of Luzon f two
days fail away. This ifland is large, and every year there arrive at it fix or eight

junks from the people called Lequies, for the purpofe of trafficking. I fhall fpeak of

Chipit in another place.

On leaving this ifland, ftecring weft-fouth-weft, we caine to an anchor off an ifland

almoft a defert. The inhabitants, who are very few in number, confift of Moors
banifhed from an ifland called Burne (Borneo). They go naked like the inhabitants

of the other iflands, and for their arms ufe farbacanes J and arrow s, for which they have

quivers, that likewife ferve to hold the herbs with which their arrows are poifoned.

They alfo have poignards, their handles wrought with gold and precbus flones, lances,

clubs, and fmall breaft-plates made of the buffalo's hide. They looked upon us as gods

or faints. In this ifland the trees grow to a great fize, but provifions arefcarce. It is.

fituate in latitude feven degrees thirty minutes north, and forty-three leagues from Chi-

pit ; it is called Cayay;in |(.

Leaving this ifland, and continuing the fame courfe, that is to fay weft-fouth-weft, we
arrived at a large ifland, in which we found abundance of all kinds of provifions ; this

to us was fortunate, for we were lo hungry and lb badly provided with food, that we
were feveral times on the point of abaniloning our fhi|)s and eltablllhing ourfelves in

feme of thefe countries there to end our days. This ifland, which is called Palaoan §,

furnifhed

• This is the Ifland Mindanao, which our author writes Majtigrlanao In ihe chart of Bfllin, as in that

of our manufcript, the ports of Chipit, Butuan, and Caligan arc laid down ; a extends beyood Bohol, and.

its northern point is contiguous to MaiT.ina.

f Lu^iin or Manila.

4 Sarcabanea are hollow reeds ufed in Borneo and the neighbouring iflands, throuii;h which the natives

of tlie iflands blow fmall poifoned arrows at an enemy. Tlicy iire very expiil in tlie ufe of llitm, and fend

an arrow lo a confidirablc diftaiice by the force of their bi'.alh. Enc. Tr.

II
In table xvlii of Urbano Monti, the ifland nf Cayayan, fiinjunik-d by fmall iflands, is marked as

layinK in a fimilar dirtftion It is in like manner laid down in the .itlas i>f Robert.

§ In ancient chins I'alaoan is placed north-well of Manila ; this Ifland could not confequcntly be In

the route of our circumnavigator, for Manila is north-talt of Cayayan. But in this courfe is fcen the

ifland
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fiirnifhed us with hogs, goats, fowls, bananas of feveral fpecies ; fome of thefe were a

cubit in length and as thick as a man's arm ; others were but a fpan in length, while

others an-ain, and thefe were the molt excellent, were of ftill inferior fize. It likewifc

produces cocoa-nuts, fugar-canes, antl roots funilar to turnips. They cook, their rice in

hot embers, placing it in canes or wooden bowls, and find, by this procefs, that it keeps

much longer than when boiled in pots. From the fame rice alio, by means of an alem-

bic, they extract a wine ftronger and fuperior to palm wine *. In one word this ifland

was to us a land of promife. It is fituate in latitude nine degrees twenty minutes north,

longitude one hundred and feventy-one degrees twenty minutes from the line of demar-

cation.

"We prefented ourfelves before the King, who contraftcd an alliance and friendlhip

with us ; and to convince us of his fincerity, he begged a knife of us, which he made
ufe of for drawing blood from his breafl, with which he touched his forehead and

tongue. We repeated the fame ceremony.

The inhabitants of Palaoan, like all the other people of thefe parts, go naked ; but

they are partial to wearing ornaments, fuch as rings, fmall chains of brafs, and little

bells. What, however, they are mofl delighted with is brafs wire, to which they fallen

their hooks for fifliing.
.

Almoft every individual cultivates his own lands. They ufe farbacanes and large

wooden darts more than a fpan in length, headed with a harpoon ; fome of them have

a fifli-bone for a point, others a fharp piece of bamboo poifoned by means of a certain

ifland Paragua or Paragoia ; and I fee this fame ifland called Palaoan on a globe four feet in diameter,

belonging to the family of Ciifani, in which I have had the happinefs of living upwards of thirty years;

and with pleafure I take this opportunity of publicly tellifying my gratitude for the kindncfs I liave ex-

perienced at their hands. This globe, as well as a celeilial globe of fmiilar dimenfions, was made about
the middle of the ftventeenth century by Father Sylveftro Amangio Moroncelli di Fabriano, a Celelline

monk. In the chart annexed to Macartney's Voyage, this ifland is denominated Palawan or Paragua,
which proves that Palaoan or Paragua, or Paragoia, are only the fame name or rather different names of
the fame ifland.

* This is arrack. The flill made ufe of by the natives of this ifland is not defcribed, but it is lil;ely to
refemble that ufed in the fimple but ingeninu.s procefs of dillillation common in various parts of continental

India. A hole is dug in the ground fuited to the fize of the jar they employ for containing the fermented

extraft of the rice. With the bottom of this hole is a fubterranean communication with the atmofphere
to feed the lire with air, and in the fide of the hole a chimney which fen es as well to add frefli fuel by as

for a chimney. A fire of dry wood is kindled in the hole, and when the ground is thoroughly heated the
pot or rather jar is fixed in the hole, and earth placed about it fo as to prevent the efcape of heat. To
the neck of the jar a pan is placed, with a hole in the middle to fit the neck of the jar, to which the pan is

perfeftly luted : this pan has the bottom of it lower at the circumference than at the hole in the middle,

and near the top is covered with a thin (heet of tin or other metal, or with a fhallow earthen pan with an
extremely thin bottom, which ferves in lieu of a worm and vat to condenfe the vapour as it afcends. To
the bottom of the lower pan, v^hcre two are employed, a long piece of bamboo is luted, through which
the vapour, condenfed and formed into fpirit, runs to a pitcher or veflel placed to receive it. Another
piece of bamboo is luted into the bottom of the upper pan, or, where but one is ufed, communicating with
the upper furface of the metal plate through which the liquor for cooling the vapour runs to the water
veffel. This vefTel is at fiifl nearly filled with water. When the heat of the fire below begins to caiife

the fermented liquor in the jar to rife, an Indian with a pot or kettle pours a gentle (iream of water from
the veflel adjoining into the upper pari or on to the plate of tin, and continues to do this until the procefs
IS complete. The extreme cold excited by the evaporation of the water occafions the vapour which rifes

from the jar to be immediately condenfed, and to run off throu.;li the pipe of bamboo to the receiver in a
trickling Ifream ; and the fpirit which runs off thus is found to be at leaf! as cold as that obtained by
paffing through the worm of the cooler of European didilleries. This cheap, ingenious, and truly philo-
fophical procefs, fo much fuperior to that in ufe in this country, might perhaps admit of fuch improve-
ment as to caufc it to fuperfede the neceffuy for and great expence of our prei'ent apparatus for diftilling.

Eng. Tr..—Communication of a proprietor in Bengal.

herb

;
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herb ; thefe arrows are not trimmed at the end with feathers, but with a flri,; of
very foft and light wood. To the end of the farbacane they taften an iron head wl en
their arrows are expended, and ufe it as a lance.

They have hkewife large tame cocks, which, from fuperftition, they do not eat ; but
which they keep for fighting ; at mains of thefe birds confiderable wagers are laid, and
prizes are afligned to the owners of the conquerors.

From Palaoan, fleering fouth-wefl, after failing ten leagues, we fell in with another
ifland. On failing along its fhores, it feemed to us to afcend *. We coafled along it

the fpace of fifty t leagues at lead before we met with an anchorage. Scarcely had we
anchored before a tempefl arofe. The (ky was overcafl, and we faw the light of
Saint I'^lme fettle on our mafl.

The following day, 9th of July, the King fent to the vcfTels a handfome pirogue, the

prow and poop of which were adorned with gold. On the prow was a blue and white

pavilion, furmounted by a tuft of peacocks' feathers. In this pirogue were muficians

who played on the bagpipe and drums, and with them a number of other perfons.

The pirogue, which is a kind of galley, was followed by two almadies or fifhing-boats.

Eight of the chief people of the ifland who were in the pirogue came on board our
veifel, and took their feats on a carpet fpread for the purpofe in the hind-caftle, where
they prefented us with a wooden vafe full of betel areca, which they continually chew,
together with orange flowers and jeflamine : the whole was covered with a cloth of
yellow filk. They Hkewife gave to us two bafkets of fowls, two goats, three vafes of

diftillcd wine, and fome fugar canes. To the other veifel they made a fimilar prefent,

and after embracing us they went their ways.

The wine extracted from rice is as clear as water, but fo flrong that many of our

crew were intoxicated with a very moderate ufe of the liquor. The name they give it

is arach.

Six days after, the King fent three other pirogues beautifully ornamented, which were
rowed round our velTels, the muficians on board playing all the while on the bagpipe,

gongs, and drums. The people on board faluted us bv taking off their caps, which are

fo little they fcarcely cover the top of the head. We returned the falute with a dif-

charge of our bombards, but without loading them with Hones. They brought us fe-

veral different difhes of rice, varioufly prepared, now in oblong pieces enveloped in leaves,

now in the fhape of a fugar loaf, and now made into cakes with eggs and honey.

After thefe prefents on the part of the King, they informed us that he readily granted

us permifTion to wood and water on his ifland, and that we were at liberty to trade to

any extent with the inhabitants. On this intimation fevcn of us were difpatclied wiilj

prefents for the King, the Queen, and their minifters. The prefent for the King c.>:i-

iifled of a Turkifh drefs of green velvet, a chair covered with violet-coloured lilk, live

yards of red cloth, a cap, a glafs goblet gilt, and three quires of paper ; that for the

Queen confifled of tliree yards of yellow cloth, a pair of fhoes embroidered with filver,

and a filver etwee full of pins. For the chief minifter we carried three yards of red

cloth, a cap, and a glafs goblet gilt ; for the king at arms, or herald, who came with the

pirogue, a Turkifli drefs of red and green cloth, a cap, and a quire of paper ; for

the feven other perfonages who came with him, we hkewife took prefents, iome yai'ds

of cloth for example, a cap each, and a quire of paper. When all the prefents were

ready, we entered one of the three pirogues.

• Tint la to fay, move in a contrary dirct'^ion, owing to tlu- advcife currents.

t Fahie f.i)sten leagues and Rainufio five : our nianiifcripi plainly cxjircirts fifty, which is the real

diftantc fiom the foullicin point of P.\ragoa to the city of Uorneo.
On
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On reaching the town we were forced to wait two hours in the pirogue for the ar-

rival of two elephants covered with filk, and twelve men, each of which was the bearer

of a vafe of porcelain covered with filk, to hold our prefents. We afcended the backs

of the elephants, preceded by the twelve men who carried our prefents, and in this

manner proceeded to the houfe of the minifter, who had a fupper confifting of feveral

diflics ferved up for us. We flept on mattrefles fluffed with cotton and covered with

lilk, and for coverlids had Cainbaian chintzes.

The next day we fpent the morning idly at the minifter's houfe ; at noon vi^e pro-

ceeded to the King's palace. We rode on the fame elephants as brought us from the

pirogues, preceded by the men who carried our prefents. From the govei-nor's houfe

to the King's palace all the ftreets were lined with men armed with lances, fvvords,

and clubs by fpecial order of the King.

We entered the court of the palace on our elephants, where alighting, we afcended

a Hight of ftairs accompanied by the governor and fome ofHcers : we afterwards were

ufhered into a large faloon full of courtiers, which we fhould denominate barons of

the kingdom : here we feated ourfelves on a carpet, and the prefents were placed

near us.

At the extremity of this faloon was another apartment, fomewhat fmaller, hung with

filk, where two curtains of brocade pulled up, exhibited two windows which gave

light to the apartment. We faw here three hundred of the King's guards armed with

poignards, the point of which they refted on their thighs. At the extremity of this

apartment was a large door covered by a curtain of brocade, which, as thofe of the

windows, had been before was drawn up, and fliewed us the King feated at a table

with a fmall child, and chewing betel : behind him there were only women.
One of the courtiers then informed us that we were not allowed to addrefs the King

;

but if we had any thing we wifhed to communicate to him we might deliver its fub-

ftance to him ; that he fhould then tell it to a courtier of higher rank, who would
repeat it to the brother of the governor's, a minifter who was in the fmall apartment,

and who, by means of a farbacane fixed in a hole in the wall, would impart it to one

of the principal officers about the King's perfon, to be by him reported to the King.

He informed us that we had to make three inclinations to the King, at the fame

time raifing our hands joined together above our heads, and raifing firft the one and

then the other leg. Having complied with thefe requifite ceremonies, we informed His

Majefty that we were fubjeds of the King of Spain, who defired to live in friendfhip

with him, and afked nothing farther than the liberty of carrying on a commerce with

his ifland.

The King replied, that he was well pleafed that His Majefty of Spain fought his

friendfhip ; and informed us that we were welcome to wood and water in his domi-

nions, and to follow any traffic we chofe.

We then prefented to him the different things we had brought ; and on each fepa-

rate article being difplayed, he made a flight movement of the head. To each of us

was given brocade, with cloths of filk and gold, which were firft laid on our left fhoulder,

and afterwards taken off to preferve for us. A breakfaft of cloves and cinnamon was
then placed before us, after which all the curtains were let down, and the windows
clofed.

All thofe who were in the King's palace had a cloth of gold tied round their waifts

to conceal their privities, poignards with golden handles, let with pearls and precious

ftones, and a number of rings on their fingers.

We now again mounted the elephants, and returned to the governor's houfe. Seven

8 men
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ttl6n, who bore the prefcnts made us by the King, marched before us ; and when we
came to the governor's houfe, the prefent intended by his Majefty for each of us was,

as before, laid on our left flioulder.

We afterwards faw nine men coming to the houfe where we were, each carrying a

tray of wood, with on it ten or eleven bowls of porcelain, containing different kinds

of meat, that is to fay, veal, capons, fowls, pea-fowls, and others, with many kinds of
fifh ; of flcfh and fowl alone there were upwards of thirty different kinds.

We fupped off" the floor, feated on a mat of palm. After each mouthful, as was
their cuftom, we fipped fome of the fpirit diflilled from rice out of a porcelain cup,

about the fize of an egg. We likewife ate Ibme rice and other articles, prepared with

fugar, ufing golden fpoons for the purpofe, fimilar to thofe with us.

We flept in the fame place we had done the night before ; and in this apartment

two wax flambeaux were conffantly kept burning in filver candleflicks, and two large

lamps fupplied with oil, and with four different lights to each. Two men kept watch
all night long to attend to them.

The next day we repaired to the fea fliore, where we found two pirogues deflined

to carry us on board our Ihips.

I'he city is built in the fea, the King's palace and the houfes of the principal per-

fons excepted. It contains twcnty-tive thoufand hearths, or families*. The houfes

are built of wood upon large piles, to keep them from the water. When the tide

rifes, the women, who are the chief venders of necefliaries, traverfe the town in boats.

In front of the King's palace is a large wall, built with bricks of great fize, with em-
brazures, or rather port-holes, as in a fortrefs ; and on the wall are mounted fifty-fix

bombards of brafs, and fix of iron : in courfe of the two days we pafl'ed in the city,

they made feveral difcharges from thefe guns.

The King, who is a Slahometan, is called Rajah SIripada. He is very corpulent,

and may be about forty years of age. He is waited upon by women alone, the

daughters of the chief inhabitants of the ifland. No one is allowed to addrefs him
otherwiie than in the manner I have defcribed, through a farbacane. He has ten fe-

cretaries conrtantly employed on different matters of (late, who write on a very thin

epidermis of certain trees which is called chiritoles. He never leaves his palace upon
any occafion other than to hunt.

On the morning of the 29th July we faw more than a hundred pirogues ad-

vancing towards us, divided into three fqiiadrons, with as many tungulis, which is

the denominition given to their fmall barks. As we were apprehenfive of fome

treacherous attack, we immediately fet fail, and that in fuch halte that we left one of

our anchors. Our fufpicions encrcafed on paying attention to feveral large junks,

which the day before had come to an anchor in the rear of our fliips, and which made
us fearful of being aiVailcd from all fides at once. Our firfl: care was to relieve ourfelves

from the junks, at which we fired and killed a number of thofe on board. We made
prize of four junks ; four others faved themfelves by running on fliore. In one of

the junks taken by us was the fon of the King of Lozon, who was the captain-general

of the King of Burnc, and who with his junks had come fromfubduing a large city-

called Laoc t, built on a point of the ifland oppofite to Great Java. In this expedition

he

• Tin's numlici appears to he exagg^eratcd. At prcfcnt it comprifes no more than twoorilirce thotifand

houfes. Hiil. Gen dcs Voyagts, torn. xv. p. 138.

f Laoc is not a city, bnt a fmall ifland itf the fonthern point of Burnt'. PIgafi-ita not having been

there, no duutic, mifunderftood what was told him refpeiling it. Amqri;tti. At ihc lime Pigafctta

VOL. XI. i Z »TOlt,
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he pillaged the city on account of its inhabitants preferring obedience to the Gentile

King of Java, and difowning the authority of the King of Burne.

Johan Carvajo, our pilot, without confulting us, rollored the captain to libertv, hav-

ing been induced to this meafure, as we afterv/anis learnt, by a bribe of a large futn

in gold. Had we retained this captain, the Rajah Siripada would no doubt have given

any thing we might have required for his ranfoui *
; for he had rendered himfelf for-

midable to the Gentiles, who are perpetually at war with the Mahometan king.

In the port in which we were there is another city, inhabited by Gentiles, like that

of the King of Siripada, built in the fea, and of much greater fize than the capital of

the Mahometan King. The King of the Gentiles is equally potent as his neighbour,

but is not fo oflentatious ; nay, it appears probable that Chriftianity might with much
facility be introduced in his country f.

The Mahometan King, on being informed of the damage we had done his junks,

caufed us to be informed by one of our people fettled on fliore for the purpofe of
trade, that his velfels had had no hoftile intentions towards us, but were merely on
their way to attack the Gentiles ; in evidence of which fome of the heads of thefe

people who had been killed in battle were fhewn us. We then fent word to the King,

that if this was the cafe, he had only to fend away the two men who were on fhore with

our merchandize, and the fon of Johan Carvajo, but this the King refufed. Thus was
Johan Carvajo punifhed by the lofs of his fon (born in the Brazils), and whom he un-

doubtedly would have recovered in exchange for the captain-general, but for his avarice

and thirfi after gold. We retained on board lixteen of the chief men of the ifland

and three women, whom we reckoned on tranfporting to Spain, with intention of pre-

fenting thefe latter to the queen ; but Carvajo kept them for himfelf.

The Mahometans here go naked, like all the other inhabitants of this climate. They
are very partial to quickfilver, which they take internally, regarding it not only as

a remedy in different diforders, but alfo as a prefervative of health. Ihey adore Ma-
homet and follow his law, conefquently they eat no pork. They wafli their pofteriors

with their left hand, which they never ufe in eating ; and when they void their urine,

floop for the purpofe. Their faces they wafh with the right hand ; but they never rub
their teeth with their fingers. They circumcife like the Jews. They never kill either

goats or fowls, without firft addreffing the fun. They cut off the pinions of their

fowls, and their feet, after which they fever them in twain. Never do they eat of any
animal but fuch as is killed by themfelves.

This ifland produces camphor, a fort of balfam which exudes by drops from between
the bark and the wood of the tree : thefe drops are as fmall as particles of bran. If

wrote, there was mnft probably a confidcrable city. In the chart of the Eall Indies, pubh'fhed in 1709,

by Mull, a city of this name is marked at the mouth of I'refh river, in lat. x"^ S. long. 1 1 1 E. of London ;

and bcfides this, olT the foulh-wellcrn point of Borneo the ifland Laoot or Laut, that to which Amoretti
alludes. Eng. Tr.

• Upon no joft grounds whatever could l;h!s captain have been retained. Carvajo certainly was guiky of
great ingratitude in ading fo haftily as he did, efpecially after the op-n and generous conduft of the King
of Borneo towards the Spaniards. Pigafetta perhap; veils the real caufe for their unprovoked lioftility.

The junks could not have anchored in the harbour without exciting enquiry on the part of the commander
ot the fquadron ; he would have learnt in confequence that they returned rich with the plunder of Laoe,
and, mindlcfs of his obligations to the Sovereign of the country, prcfumptvely, then rtfolved by murder
and piracy to make himfelf mailer of the wealth on board : the appearance of the Heet in this cafe will

have furnirtied him with the fiimly pretence for following up his plan, which Pigafetta dates. Eng. Tr.
f The i'ortuguefe introduced ChrilUanity among them, which flourillied until 1590 Sonnerat loco

«itato ; where alfo he fays, that the Mabomcdans have obliged the Pagans to quit the fea (hore, and retire

ta the mountains.

the I
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the camphoi' be expofed to the air it infenfibly evaporates. The tree which produces it

is called capor *. Here alfo cinnamon grows, ginger, mirabolans, oranges, lemons,

fugar-canes, melons, citrons, radiflies, onions, &c. Among the animals are elephants,

horfes, buffaloes, hogs, goats, fowls, geefe, crows, and manv other birds.

It is faid the king of Burne has two pearls as large as pullets' eggs, and fo perfectly

round that when placed on a polifhed table, they never remain at reft. When we
carried him our prefents, I made fign of my defire to fee them, which he pro-nifed I

fhould do ; but this never came to pafs. Some of the chiefs told me they knew of

them.

The Mahomedans of this country have brafs money perforated fo as to firing it.

On one fide it has four charaders of the great King of China. Ihis money is called

pici !• In our commerce with the Borneans for a cathil of quickfilver, they gave us

fix china bowls. The cathil weighs two pounds
J.

For a quire of paper we received

ftill more. A cathil of brafs purchafcd a fmall vafe of porcelain ; and for three

knives we obtained one of larger fize : for a hundred and fixty cathiis of brafs we ob-

tained a bahar (344 lbs. avoirdupois) of wax. The bahar is a weight equal to two

hundred and three cathiis. For eighty cathiis of brafs v/e purchafed a bahar of fait

;

and for forty cathiis of that metal a bahar of anime, a kind of gum ufed for paying of

(hips, for in this country they have no pitch. Twenty tabils make a cathil. 1 he mer-

chandizes mofl in requeft here are copper, quickfilver, cinnabar, glafs, woollen cloths,

linens, and, prized above all others, iron and magnifying glafles.

The junks we have before mentioned are their largeft veffels. They are conflirucled

m the following manner : the fides to within two fpans of the dead work are of plank-

ing faftened one piece to another by wooden pins, and nicely finiflied : in the upper

part they arc formed of large bamboos, which projeft in a falient angle from the junk

to form a counterpoife ||. Thefe junks will carry as great a burthen as our vefTcls.

The marts are made of the fame bamboos, and the fails of the bark of trees.

Having noticed a confiderable quantity of porcelain at Burne, I made fome inquiries

refpefting it. I learnt it was formed of a very white kind of earth, which is left for

half a century under ground to refine, fo that they hence hold as a proverb, that the

father buries himfcif for the welfare of his fon. It is pretended, that if poifon be put

into thefe vafes of porcelain, they immediately break.

Theifland of Burne is fo extenfive, that it requires three months to fail round it.

It lies in latitude five degrees fifteeen minutes north, longitude one hundred and

feventy-fix degrees, forty minutes from the line of demarcation §.

On
* The bed camphor at prefcnt cnniea from Borneo. Hid. Gen. des Voy. loc. cit. p. 140.

t The pici or pice is the coin of fmallell value current in the Eaft Indies. It is as dcferibed made ia

China.

J The cathil of Batavia, in the ifland of Java, weiglis 1,355 lbs. and decimals avoird'.ipois ; it is of 16

ta'fls, as in China ; if the tail, or as Pigofctta calls it, tabil of Borneo, be equivalent in weight to that of

Java, as ihc cathil confids of 20 tails in Borneo, the weight in Englifh avoirdupois will be l/;94 lbs. In

the Mttrologie of Biernorod, Paris, 180^ the weight of the cathil of Java, Siam, Malacca, and Sumatra,

are oiven. In the three firft places it is nearly the fame, viz. equal to 1,355 lbs. avoirdi'.poi?. hut the

cathil is only of Ibtsi'ls. Now 1,69.). lbs. avoirdupnis, the cathil of 20 tails, is iqual to 1,878 lbs. of

Barcelona, or nearly two Spaniflt pounds. The bahar of Borneo maybe icckoncd equal to 344 lbs.

avoirdupois. Eng. Tr.

II
This ferves to balance the junk or keep it fteady. The text does not aftually ftate that the tted work

extends from ihc fides of the junk, but allows the interpretation given, fince the author ftatei that it fervei

as a counterpoife. Amoretti.

j This is the latitude of the city of Borneo. The longitude U not exafl, Borneo lying in j6:>", lO' eaft

of the line of demarcation. The Chevalier Pigaletta marked in his plan of the ifland of Borneo thcdillancc

2 z 2 froa
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On quitting this ifland, we retraced our courfe to fcek a fpot fit for repairing our
vefTels, one of which leaked greatly, and the other, for want of a pilot, had ftruck on a

fand bank near an ifland called Bibalen *
; but, thank God, we got it afloat again. We

likeuife ran a great riik of being blown up : a failor after fnuffing a candle, through
inadvertence, threw the lighted wick into a cafe of gunpowder ; but he drew it out
again fo quickly that the powder did not take fire.

On the way we faw four pirogues. We took one loaded with cocoa nuts deftined

for Burne ; but the crev efcaped to a finall ifland. The three others avoided us by
retiring behind fome other iflets.

Between the north cape of Burne and the ifland of Cimbonbon, in latitude eight de-
grees feven minutes north, we found a very commodious port for careening our fhips; but
as we were delfituteof many things neceflary for this purpofe, it took us forty-two days
to finifli this work. Every one did his bed, one taking one part, another a different

• one. What caufed us moft trouble was getting wood from the forefts, as the whole
country was covered with brambles and thorny bufhes, and we were barefooted.

In this ifland there are very large boars. Of thele we killed one as it was fwimming
from one ifland to another. Its head was two fpans and a half in length, and its tuflcs

very long f. Here alfo are crocodiles, which live on land as well as in the water oyfters

and (hell fifli of every defcription, and turtle of a very large fize. We caught two, the

meat alone of which weighed, of the one, twenty-fix, of the other, forty-four pounds.
We likewife caught a fiOi, the head of which, refembling that of a hog, had two horns.

Its body was cloathed with a bony fublfance, and on its back was a kind of faddle, but
not very large.

What to me feemed more extraordinary was to fee trees, the leaves of which as they

fell, became animated. " Thefe leaves rcfemble thofe of the mulberry-tree, except in

not being fo long, their ftalk is fhort and pointed, and near the ftalk on one fide and
the other they have two feet. Upon being touched they make away ; but when
cruflied they yield no blood. I kept one in a bo^ for nine days ; on opening the box
at the end of this time, the leaf was alive, and walking round it: I am of opinion

they live on air
J.

On quitting this ifland, that is to fay the port, we fell in with a junk coming from
Burne. We made fignal to it to lay to ; but as it paid no attention to us, we purfued,

took, and pillaged it. It had on board the governor of Pulaoan, with one of his fons and
his bi-other, whom we obliged to pay for his ranfom, within the fpace of a week, four

hundred meafures of rice, twenty hogs, a fimilar number of goats, and a hundred and
fifty fowls. Not only did he give us all we required, but to thefe he added fponta-

neoufly cocoa-nuts,bananas, fugar-caneSj and vafes of palm-wine. In recompence for his

from the north point to the port at fifty leagues, and Lace at the fouthern point of the ifland. Not
having henrd any other parts of it mentioned, lie gave to the ifland the form of a triangle, and laid down
the itt-o ciiics on the hay of Borneo.

* Now called Balaba.

f This is the babirofla (Siis babirufTa Linn.) which has tlie faculty of fwimming, and whofe fnout is

armed with long tuflis. See the defcription of this animal in the Voyage par ie Cap. de Bonne Efpcrance
ct Batavia, a Cjamarang, a Macaflar, a Amboine ct a Surate

; par Stavorinus, lorn. i. p. 254, in which
alfo its figure may be feen.

t Other travellers have feen fimilar leaves, and have examined them witli greater attention. Some have
fancied thefe leaves to be moved by an infcdt contained in them. Hill. Gen. dcs Voy. tom. xv p. 8 ;

others have remarked that tliey are not really leaves, but a fpecies of lociill covered witii four wings of an
oval form, and about three inches in length, the upper ones of which bend in fuch manner the one over
the other as to referable perfedly a brown leaf with its fibres. Stedman. Voyage to Suiinam, book ii

liberal
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liberal demeanour we reflored him part of his poniards and fufils, and gave him a
(landard, a drefs of yellow dama{k, and fifteen yards of linen. To his fon we made a
prefent of a cloak of blue cloth. Sec. His brother received a drefs of green cloth. We,
likewife, made prefents to the people who were with them, fo that we parted in a
friendly manner.

We now fleered to pafs on a backward track between the ifland of Cagayan and the-

port of Chipit, our courfe being eaft by fouth, and our deftination for the iflands of

Malucho. We coafted certain iflpts where we noticed the fea covered with herbs,

notwithftanding it was here of very confiderable depth : we feemed to be in another

fea*.

Leaving Chipit on the eaft, we difcerncd on the wefl the two iflands Zolo f and

Taghima |, where, as is faid, the finefl pearls are fifhed. Here thofe were taken be-

longing to the King of Borneo, of which I have fpoken ; the manner in which he ob-

tained pofTefTion of them was as follows : This King had married a daughter of the

King of Zolo, who one day told him that her father owned thcle two large pearls.

1'he King of Burne, on hearing it, was anxious to have them, and one night he Hnled

with five hundred veffels full of armed men, feized on the perfon of his father-in law

and his two fons, and made the furrender of thefe two pearls the price ot their

liberation.

Keeping now a courfe eaft by north we pafTcd by two villages called Cavit and Su-

banin, and failed by an inhabited ifland called Motroripa, ten leagues from the iflets

which 1 have mentioned. The inhabitants of this ifland build no houfes ; but con-

flantly live in their boats.

The villages of Cavit and Subanin ftand on the iflands Bulnan and Caligan, in which

the beft cinnamon grows. Had we been able to remain there any time we might have

loaded our velTel with that fpice ; but we were unwilling to lofe the favourable wind

•which then prevailed, for we had to double a point and pafs fome fmall iflands which

furround it. Sailing along we faw fome iflanders who came off to us, and gave us

feventeen pounds of cinnamon for two large knives we had taken from the governor of

Pulaoan.

Having feen the cinnamon tree I am enabled to give a defcription of it. It is from

five to fix feet high, and no thicker than one's finger. Never has it more than three

or four branches : the leaf is fimilar to that of the laurel : the cinnamon we ufe is

merely the bark of the tree, which is ftripped off twice in the year^ The wood itfelf

even, and the green leaves have the fame aromatic flavor as the bark. It is called by

the natives cainmana (whence the name cinnamon is derived.) from cain, which figni-

fies wood, and mana, fweet.

Changing our courfe now for a north-eaftcrlv diredlion, we fleered for a town called^

Maingdunao |(, fituate in the fame ifland with Butuan and Calangun, our object in

making which place was to obtain precile information refpedting the fite of the iflands

IMalucho. Meeting a bignaday on our way, a bark refembling a pirogue, we detcruiined

on capturing it ; but as in cfleding this we encountered refiflance, we killed leven of

• Stcdman, in nearly the fame latirude in the Atlantic Ocean, found the fea covered with herbage.

Amorf.tti. The French navifjators nitt with the fame phenomenon in the Pacific Ocean in Ricdie Bay.

See chap xili. of the Voyage of DIfcovery to the Auitral Regions by Peron, in this collcdioa. The
vegelahle is the fiicus giganteiis, often from 2^0 to 500 feet long. EnG. Tk.

f Blllii calls It Jolo Cook, Sooloo, | Now Bafilan.

II
Miingdunao is the fame as Mindanao, a town on a lake of fimilar name with the ifland on which it

Hands.

the
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the eighteen men flie had on board. The prifoners were better made, and more robufl:

than any we had hitherto feen. They happened to be certain chiefs of Maingdunao,

and among them was the king's brother, who aflured us he perfeftly well knew the

pofuion of the iflands of Malucho.

Upon the account we received from him we changed our direction to the fouth-eafl.

We were then in latitude fix degrees feven minutes north, thirty leagues diftant from

Cavit.

We were told that at a cape on this ifland near a river are hairy men, great warriors

and excellent bowmen. They hav2 daggers a fpan long, and when they make
prifoners they eat the hearts of them raw with orange or lemon juice. They are

called Benaians *.

We paifed on our way four iflands, Ciboco, Beraham, Batolach, Sarangani, and Can-

digarf. On Saturday 26th October, juH after the clofe of day, we experienced a

hurricane, during which we took in our fails, and prayed to God for proteftion. Here-

upon we faw our three faints fettle on our mafls, who difperfed the darknefs. They
rem.ained there upwards of two hours, Saint Elme on the main malt. Saint Nicholas on

the mizen, and Saint Clare on the foremaft. In gratitude for the favour they had

done us, we vowed them each a flave, and accordingly made them an offering each

of one.

Purfuing our courfe we entered a port about the middle of the ifland Sarangani, to-

wards Candigar ; we anchored here, near a collediion of houfes in Sarangani, where

is abundance of pearls and gold. This port lies in latitude five degrees nine minutes

north, fifty leagues didant from Cavit. The people are Gentiles, and go naked like

the reft of the inhabitants of thefe latitudes.

We flopped a day here, and feized forcibly on two pilots to condu£t us to Malucho,

By their advice we fleered fouth-fouth-weft, and threaded eight iflands partly inhabited

and partly defert, which formed a kind of flreet. Their names are as follow : Cheava,

Caviao, Cabiao, Cumunuca, Cabaluzao, Cheai, Lipan, andNuza; at the end of this

ftreet we found ourfelves oppofite to a tolerably handfome ifland
J ; but having a

contrary wind we were unable to double the point of it, but all night long were

conftrained to be conflantly tacking. On this occafion it was that the prifoners we
had made at Sarangani jumped overboard and made their efcape by fwimming, toge-

ther with the brother of the king of Maingdunao ; but we learnt afterwards, that the

fon of this prince, not having been able to keep his feat on his father's back, was

drowned.

Finding it impofllble to double the cape of the great ifland, we paflfed to windward

of it. by feveral fmall iflands. This large ifland, which is called Sanghir, is governed

by four kings, the names of whom are as follow : Rajah Matandatu, Raja Laga, Raja

Babti, and Raja Parabu. It lies in latitude three degrees thirty minutes north, twenty-

feven leagues from Sarangani.

Continuing the fame courfe, we pafl'ed by five iflands called Chioma, Carachita,

* Benaian Is the foiittifrn cape of an idand of iimilar name.

t In the chart of Bellin I find but two ifl.inds here, one of which is called Saranjra. Sarangani is named
in the note of the eighty-two iflands, which in the year 1682 belonged to the King of Ternate. Hift.

Gen. dcs Voyages, torn. xi. p. 17. This ifland has an excellent port for vcflels to vidtnal in.

^ The iflands mentioned here belong to the jjr.onpe, among which modern geographers place Kararo-

tan, Linop, and Labrocana, after waich comes Sanghir, the tolerably handfome ifland noticed by our
author. South-fauih-wcil of this ifland are many iflets mentioned as he proceeds by Pigafetta. Cabiou,

Cabaloufu, Limpang, and Noufla, are mentioned in the lift of iflands which in 16S2 belonged to the King
of Ternate.

Para,
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Para, Zangalura, and Ciau *, the lad of which is ten leagues diftant from Sanghir,

Here is feen a pretty large mountain, but of no great elevation. Its King is called

Raj;\h Ponto.

We reached the ifland Paghinzara f, on which are three high mountains : its King

is named Rajah Babintan. Twelve leagues eafl of Paghinzara we found, befides Talant,

two fniall inhabited iflands, Zoar and Mean|.
On Wednelday, 6th November, having pafled thefe iflands we diflinguiflied four

otheis, pretty lofty, fourteen leagues eadward of the laft. The pilot, whom we had

taken at Sarangani, informed us that thefe were the iflands Malucho. We now re-

turned thanks to God, and as a fignal of rejoicing fired a round from all our great

guns ; nor will it excite aftonifliment that we fliouid be elated, when it is confidered

that we had been at fea now twenty-feven months all but two days, and had vifited an

infinity of iflands in fearch of thofe we had now attained.

The Portugucfe have given out that the iflands Malucho are fituate in midfl; of a fea

impaflable on account of (hallows which every where abound, and the conflant cloudi-

nefs and fogs to which the atmofphere is fubjedl ; we however found the contrary,

and never had we lefs than a hundred fathoms water all the way to the Malucho
Iflands themfelves.

On Friday, 8th of November, three hours before fun-fet we entered the port of an

ifland called Tadore § . We came to an anchorage near the land, in twenty fathoms

water, and difcharged all our guns.

The next day the King came in a pirogue and made the tour of our fliips. We
went to meet him in our boats to exprefs our thanks: he caufed us to enter his pirogue,

in which we feated ourfelves by his fide. He was feated under a parafoL of filk, which

perfeftly ftiaded him. Before him were one of his ions, who bore the royal fceptre,

two men, each holding a vafe of gold with water to wafli his hands, and two others

with two fmall gilt boxes containing betre (betel).

He complimented us on our arrival, telling us that a long time back he had dreamt

that fome fliips would arrive at Malucho from a diltant country ; and that to be cer-

tain w'hether his dream was true he had confultcd the moon, by which he found the

veflTels would actually arrive, and that it was as he expeSed.

He next came on board our fliips, and we all of us kifled his hand. We condu£led

him towards the hind-caltle, where, that he might not be forced to (loop, he refufed

to enter otherwife than through the opening at the top. There we caufed him to be

feated in a chair of red velvet, and threw over him a Turkifli vedment of yellow

velvet ; and the more ftrongly to mark our refpccl we feated ourfelves oppofite to him

on the ground.

When he underflood who We were, and the obje£l of our voyage, he told us, tliat

he himfelf and all his people would feel happy in the friendfliip of the King of Spain,

and glad to be confidered his vaffals ; that he would receive us in his ifland as his own
children ; that we might come on fliore and remain there as fafe as in our own houies

;

and that as a token of his aftedion for the King our Sovereign, his ifland fhould no

longer bear the name of Tadore but be called Caftille.

• In ttie Atlas of Robert there are lure a inimScr of fmall idands, among which are Rcgalarda and Siapi,

names which bear a fimilitude co Zaii)raliira and Ciaii, or Siau. Sonnerat alfo fpcaksof this lad. lii the

note of the iflands of the King of Tcrnaie apjxar Karkitanp, Para, Sangalonhan, and Siau.

•} Paghinzara, Tulaut, and M diono arc contained in the lanric note

J Zour and Mean are ill ihc larac fpolB oq which Robert has placed Saraiibal and Mcyan.

6 Now Tidor.

We
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We then made a prefont to him of the chau* on which he fat, and the drefs he wore: wC
likewife gave him a piece of fine cloth, four yards of fcarlet, a veil of brocade, a yellow

damafk cloth, fome other Indian cloths of filk and gold, a very fine piece of Cambayan
chintz, two caps, fix firings of beads, twelve knives, three large mirrors, fix pair of

fciflars, fix combs, fome glafs goblets gilt, and other things. 'I'o his fon we prefented

a piece of Indian cloth of filk and gold, a large mirror, a cap, and two knives. We
likewife made prefents to each of the nine pcrfonages who attended him, of a piece of

filk, a cap, and two knives ; and to the remainder of his fuite, of each a cap, knife>

&c. continuing our gifts till the King defired us to ceafe. He faid he was ibrry that

he had nothing with which to prel'ent the King of Spain that was worthy of his ac-

ceptance but himfelf. He recommended us to moor our veffels near the houfes, and

authorized us, in cafe any of his people fliould attempt to rob us during the night, to

fire at them. After this he departed highly fatisfied with us ; but on no occafion

would he bend the head, notwithflanding we frequently bowed to him. On his

departure we fired a falute from all our guns.

This King is a Moor, that is to fay an Arab*, about forty-five years of age, tole-

rably well made, and of handfome countenance. His drefs confilled of a very fine

fliirt, the fleeves of which were embroidered with gold ; from the waifl; to the feet he

wore a loofe drapery ; his head was covered by a veil of filk, and over this veil he

wore a garland of flowers. His name is Rajah Sooltaun Manzoor. He is an eminent

aflrologer.

On Sunday, i oth November, we had a fecond interview with the King, who en-

quired what our feveral appointments were, and what our pay ; in which articles we
fatisfied his curiofity. He likewife begged us to favour him with a feal of the King

and a royal ftandard ; being folicitous, he faid, that his ifland, as well as that of

Tarenate f, over which he intended to place as fovereign his grandfon, who was called

Calanogapi, fhould henceforth be fubjetl to the King of Spain, for whom he would for

the future contend : moreover, he added, if he fhould be fo unfortunate as to be over-

come, he would in his own vefTels proceed to Spain, and carry with him thither the

royal fignet and ftandard. He afterwards bcfought us to leave with him on our de-

parture fome of our people, whom he would hold more dear than all our merchandize,

which would not, as he obferved, fo long remind him, as the fight of thefe Spaniards,

of our monarch the King of Spain.

Remarking our folicitude to haften the lading of our fhips with cloves, he told uSj

that not having a fufficient quantity in the ifland in a dry ftatc to anfwer our demand,

he would fetch more from the ifland Bachian, where he trufled he fhould find the

quantity we needed.

This day being Sunday we made no purchafes. The fabbath of thefe iflanders is

Friday.

It will no doubt be pleafing to you, my lord, to receive information refpefting the iflands

which produce cloves. Thefe are five in number : Tarenate, Tadore, Mutir, Machian,

and Bachian
J.

Tarenate (Ternate) is the chief : the laft King was fovereign of almoft

the
• By Moor and Arab Pigafetta alike means Mahomedan.
+ Now Ternate.

:{; It was formerly ttiouglit that cloves were only found in thefe five iflands, properly called the Moluc-
cas ; but tlicy were afterwards found in other ifl:iiids, to which, on this account, the name of Moluccas was
extended ; lo that at prcfent are compriftd under this name all the iflands between the Philippines and
Java. The Dutch, in order to monopolize the trade in cloves, -ndcavourcd by force and ilratagem to

defiioy all the clove trees in the iflands not dependent on them, but Jid not fucceed. Sublequent on the

French



PIGAFETTa's voyage round the WORLd. j5i

The whole of the other four. Tadore (Tidor), where we then was, has Its own king.

Mutir and Machian are independent republics ; and when the Kings of Tarenate and
Tadore are at war with each other, thefe two democratic dates furnifh foldiers to either

party. The lafl; of the iflands is Bachian, which has its diftincl fovercign. The whole
of this diflrici:, in which cloves grow, is called Malucho (the Moluccas).

Upon our arrival at Tadore, we were told that eight months before a Portuguefe

died there, of the name of Francis Serano. He was captain-general of the King of

Tarenate, who was at war with the King of Tadore. Serano obliged the latter to give

his daughter in marriage to the former, and mofli of the male children of the chief

people of Tadore as hoftages;—by thefe means peace was eifei^ed. From this mar-

riage iffued the grandfon of the King Calanopagi, of whom we have before fpoken

;

but the King of Tadore never fmcerely forgave Francis Serano, and fwore to be

revenged : in faft fome years after this occurrence, when Serano repaired one day to

Tadore to buy cloves, the King had poifon adminiltered to him in leaves of betre,

and he furvived but four days. 1 he King wifhed to have him interred after the cuftom

of his country ; but three Chriftian domeftics, which Serano had taken with him, re-

filled his intention. Serano, at his death, left a boy and girl yet infants, the iifue of a

marriage contracted by him in the ifland of Java. The whole of his property confifled,

almofl exciufively, in two hundred bahars of cloves (68,8oolbs. avoirdupois weight).

Serano was an intimate friend of, and was even related to our unfortunate captain-

general ; and him it was who influenced him in undertaking this voyage : for while

Magellan was at Malacca, he learnt from Serano that he was at Tadore, where a very

advantageous traffic might be carried on. Magellan did not lofe fight of this informa-

tion, when Don Emanuel refufed the fmall increafe of pay he folicited of a teftoon per

month *
; a recompenfe which he thought his fervices to the crown had amply de-

ferved. In revenge, therefore, for the denial of a requefl; fo moderate, he repaired to

Spain, and propofcd toHis Majefty theEmperor a voyage to Malucho by a weflern courfe,

which propofition was liftened to, and originated the expedition on which we failed.

Ten days after the death of Serano, the King of Tarenate, called Rajah Abuleist»

who had married the daughter of the King of Bachian, declared war againfl his fon-

in-law, and drove him out of his ifland. His daughter left then her exiled hufband

to mediate between her father and him, and while with her father for this purpofe fhe

adminiflcred poiion to him, which took him ofl" in the courfe of two days. At his

death he left nine fons : Chechili-Momuli |, Jadore-Vunghi, Chechilideroix, Cihman-

zoor, Cilipagi, Chialioochechilin, Catara-vajecu, Serich, and Calanogapi.

On Monday, iith November, Chechilideroix, one of the fons of the King of

Tarenate whom we have before mentioned, approached our vefl'ol with two pirogues,

in which were men playing on gongs. He was dreft in a robe of red velvet. We
were afterwards informed that he had with him the widow and children of Serano.

Still he did not venture to come on board j and on our part we dared not to invite

French revolution (Treat cliaiiges took place in the South Sea. Pignfctta, who has given the Molucca Iflands

in his charts, has likcwift iltlineattd on one of them a clove tree, which bears no rcltrnblancc to it whatever.

Amoretti. As well as in the South Sea, the clove-tree flouridies in the Ide of France; as will be fcen

in the Voyage to the Ifle of France and Manila, t)y M. dc Guigiies, which forms a part of this CoUef^icn.

• The tcltoon of this tifne was of the value of half a ducat, or about five (liillings.

f When Brito or Breo was fent as a governor to the Molucca iflandi In 151 1, Abulcis was then

fovereign of Tcrnatc, .ind is called Rajah Bcglif.

X It appears that when Pigafetta i:fcs the ch it has, after the manner of the Ttalians, the found of i,

and not that of the ch i>f the Engliih and Spaniards. Eng. Tr.

VOL. XI. 3 A him
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him without permiffion from the King of Tadore, who was his enemy, and in whofe

nort we were : we confequently fent to learn his pleafure. His anfwer was that we

had full liberty to do as we pleafed. In the mean time Chechilideroix, feeing us hefi-

tate, became fufpicious, and kept a greater diftance, on which we were induced to fend

a boat to him, with a piece of Indian cloth as a prefent, fome mirrors, fciffars, and.

knives, which he accepted with reluftance, and afterwards failed away.

He had with him an Indian who had turned Chrillian, and was called Manuel ; this

man was fervant to Alphonfo de Lorofa, who on the death of Serano had come from

Bandan to Tarenate; he underftood the Portuguefe, and with the boat we fent came

on board our veffel, and informed us that the fons of the King of Tarenate, though at

enmity with the King of Tadore, were well inclined to abandon the King of Portugal

for the monarch of Spain. By his means we conveyed a letter to Lorofa inviting him

on board, and affuring him of our friendly intentions. In the fequel we fliall fee that

he attended to our invitation.

On enquiry into the cufloms of the country, I learnt that the King may have as

many women as he pleafes, but that only one of them is regarded as his queen, the

others being reckoned flaves. Without the town he had a large houfe, in which were

two hundred of his mod handfome women, with an equal nuinber to wait upon them.

The King always cats by himfelf, or with his queen, on a fort of elevated platform,

which commands a view of all his women, who are feated round him; and after dinner

he felefts which of them pleafes him befl: for his companion for the night. After the

King has dined, provided he allows of it, his women all eat together; otherwife each

dines in her chamber by herfelf. No one is allowed to fee the King's women but by
exprefs permiffion from him ; and were any daring individual to approach the place

of their abode, whether by day or by night, he would inftantly be put to death. In

order that the King's feraglio may be well fupplied. each family is obliged to furnifli

him with one or two girls. The Rajah Sooltaun Manzoor had twenty-fix children j

of which number eight were boys and eighteen girls *. In the ifland of Tadore there is

a kind of bifhopf, who had forty women and a vaft number of children.

On Tuefday, 12th November, the King caufed a flied to be raifed for receiving our

merchandize, which was completed in a fmgle day. Thither we carried all we defigned

to barter, and three of our men were fet to guard the fame. The value fixed on the

merchandize we meant to exchange for cloves was thus fixed : for ten yards of red

cloth of a fine quality, a bahar of cloves was to be received. The bahar is four

quintals and fix pounds |, each quintal being one hundred pounds. We likewife

were to have in barter the fame quantity of cloves for fifteen yards of inferior cloth,

for fifteen axes, or thirty-five glafs goblets. After this ratio we difpofed of all our

glafs to the King. Moreover, a bahar of cloves was the price given for feventeen cathils

of cinnabar, for a fimilar weight of quickfilver, for twenty-fix yards of linen, or twenty-

five of a finer quality, for a hundred and fifty pair of fciffars, or as many knives, for ten

yards of Guzzerat cloth § , for three gongs, or a hundred weight of copper. We fhould

* Forfter (Cook's Tlu'rd Voyage) obferves that wherever men or even animals have many fenr.ales, more
of the feminine are born thiin nf the mafculine gender; a circumftance eafy of explanation on tl^e principle

of the orgar.ic moleculx of Buffon. The family of the King of Tidor is in proot of this ufFertion.

f That is to fay a mufti

X It is not clear what pounds PIgafetta alludes to, whether Spanifh or Portuguefe; if the pound of
Seville, the bahar of Molucca will be equivalent to four hundred and twelve ; if of Lifbon to four hundred
and ten pounds avoirdupois.

§ The Guzzerat was a kingdom in India, fubjtft to the King of Cambaya, of which B.irbofa, a com-
panion of Pigafttta, raakss msntion in Rnmufio, tome i. P'295.

have
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have made great profit of our looking-glafles, but moH; of them were broke by the way,
and the refidue were almofl; wholly app>-opriated to himfelf by the King. Part of the

merchandize I have mentioned was t.ikcn out of the junks we captured. We thus
carried on a highly advantageous traffic ; but we fhould have made it ftill more lucra-

tive but for our eagernels lo return to Spain. Befides cloves, we every day laid in a
confidcrable ftock of pVovifions, the Indians conftantly repairing to us in their barks,

bringing goats, poultry, cocoa-nuts, bananas, and other edibles, which they gave us for

things ot little value. We at the fame time laid in a large quantity of an extremely
hot water, which after an hour's expofure to the air becomes very cold. It is pre-

tended that this quality of the water is owing to its ifTuing from the mountain of

cloves *. In this we recognized the impofture of the Portuguefe, who have ftudied to

enforce a belief that there is no frefh water in the Malucho Iflands, and that it mufl
be obtained from very diftant countries.

The next day the King fent his fon Moffahap to the ifland Mutir in fearch of cloves,

that we might the fooner complete our lading. The Indians, who we had taken on
the way, chofe this opportunity of fpeaking to the King, and of interefting him in their

behalf. He accordingly begged them of us, in order, as he faid, that he might fend

them home, accompanied by five of the iflanders of Tadore, who by this means
V'ould have an opportunity of fpeaking in praife of the King of Spain, and thus render

the Spanifh name dear to and refpedtable among thofe nations. We delivered up to

him in confequence the three women we intended to prefent to the Queen of Spain, as

well as all the men we had taken, thofe only of Burnc excepted.

The King begged of us another favour : it was that we would kill all the fwine we
had on board, for which he offered us ample compenfation in goats and poultry. We
accnrdingly complied with his requefl:, and killed them between decks that the Moors
might not fee them ; for fuch is their abhorrence of this animal, that when by chance
they meet one they (hut their eyes and put their fingers to their nofe, that they may
neither fee it nor fmell the odour it diffufes.

The fame evening the Portuguefe, Peter Alphonfo de Lorofa, came on board our
vcffel in a pirogue. We were informed that the King had fent to admonifh him
previoufly, that, though he was from Tarcnate, he mufl take efpccial care, as he fhould

anfwer ior a ditlerent conduct, to be fincere in his replies to the queflions we might
put to him. In iact, on his coming on board, he gave us information on every matter

intercfling to us. We Icai-nt from him that he had been fixteen years in India, of

which he had pafTcd ten in the Malucho iflands, whither he had come with the firft

Portuguefe, who had adtually been eftablifhed there that fpace of time, though this was
kept a profound fecrct. He added, that a large vefTel, eleven months before, had ar-

rived at the Malucho Iflands from Malacca, to load with cloves, and had effediveiy

taken in a cargo ; but that it had been detained for feveral months by bad weather at

Bandan. This vcfTel came from Europe; and the Portuguefe captain, who was called

Triflan di Mcnezes, told Lorofa, that the moft important news at that time was that

a fquadron of five vefTels, under tlie command of Fernandez Magellan, had failed from

Seville, to make the difcovery of Malucho in the name of the King of Spain ; and

that the King of Portugal, who was the more vexed at this expedition from its hdng
a fubjeft of his who fought to do him the injury, had fent vefVels to the Cape of Good

• It lias been remarkcJ lliat many iflands of the Sou'.li Sea arc volcanic ; donfcqiicntly the hot water

U mtrtriy a rtfult of this circnmQancc, or the cxiltencc of pyrites in the fubtetraneau channels throujjh

which the water run» previous to its rifmg to the day.

3 A 2 Hope,
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Hope, and to Cape Sta. Maria * in the country of the cannibals, to intercept his pafTage

into the Indian Sea, but that they had not met with him. Having received informa-

tion of his pafling by another fea, and that he was gone to the Mahicho iflands by a

wedern pafl'age he had ordered Don Diego Lop-z deSicheraf, his captain-in-chief

in the Indies, to T'nd fix (hips of war to Malucho againfi Magellan ; butSichera being

informed that the Turks were at this time preparing a fleet againfl; Malacca, had previ-

oufly been obliged to difpatch fixty fhips aguinlt them to the Strait of Mecca in the land

of Judah
I ; and having found the Turkifli galleys here c ift on fhore near the ftrong

and handlome town of Adem, they fucceeded in burning them all. This expedition,

prevented the Portuguefe captain-general efleding what he was ordered againfl; us ; but

fhortly after he prepared a galeon of two tier of bombards to attack us, commanded by

Francis Faria, a Portuguefe. Neither did this galeon proceed to the Malucho Iflands

againfl us ; for, whether owing to running on the fhoals near Malacca, or to currents

and contrary winds, it was obliged to return to the port whence it came. Lorofa added,

that a few days before, a caravella with two junks had come to the Malucho Iflands to

obtain intelligence refpedling us. The junks went in the interval to Bachian to load

with cloves, having feven Portuguefe on board, who, notwithftanding the remon-«

ilrances of the King, refufing to refpefl: the perfons either of the women or the inha-

bitants, nay, or the King himfelf, were all of them maflacred. On learning this, the

captain of the caravella judged expedient to fail as quickly as pofTible, and return to

Malacca, leaving the two junks at Bachian, with four hundred bahars of cloves (be-

tween feventy and eighty tons), and a fufliciency of merchandize to barter for a hun-

dred more.

He likevvife told us that a number of junks go every year from Malacca to Banda,

to buy mace and nutmegs, and thence come to the Malucho iflands to load with cloves.

The voyage from Banda to the Malucho iflands is effected in three days, and that from

Banda to Malacca in a fortnight. This commerce is the mofl: profitable to the King
of Portugal of any carried on with thefe iflands, and in confequence the greatefl; care

is ufed in keeping it fecret froin the Spaniards.

"What Lorofa coinmunicated was very interefting to us ; we therefore endeavoured

to perfuade him to embark with us for Europe, holding out to him the expeftation

of fome valuable appointment from the King of Spain.

On Friday, 1 5th November, the King told us he was about to proceed to Bachian

to take poffefllon of the cloves left there by the Portuguefe, and requefl;ed prefents of
us for the King of Mutir, to whom he meant to give them in the name of the King
of Spain. He amufed himfelf in the interval of their preparation, while on board our
Ihip, in feeing the exercife of our different arms, that is to fay, the crofs-bow, the

berfil § , a weapon larger than the fufil, and the mufket. He fhot thrice from the crofs-

bow, but could not be induced to fire the mufket.

Oppofite to Tadore is a very large ifland called Giailolo
[|, inhabited by Moors and

Gentiles. The Moors have two kings, one of whom, as we were informed by the

* The northern cape of tlie Rro della Plata.

f BoiTmele, Hllloire de la Marine, fays that Lopez de Sichera went to the Tndies in 159'?.

J Kailier Jedda on the Red Sea, a port through which the commerce of Mecca is carried on.

nnaicQ. t ne Venetians turniltiea trie Uttoman tor this purpole with the rtquili

»he {hips, and the artillery. (Robertfoii, Uifquifition on Ancient Indii, ftft.iii.j

§ The berfil is a large kind of crofs-bow. || Gilulo.

King
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King of Tad-^re, had fix hundred, and tlie other five hundred and twcntv-five chil-

dren. The Gentiles have not fo many wives as the Moors, nor are they fo fupcr-

ftitious. The firft thing they meet in the morning is the objeft of their adoration

during the day. The King of the Gentiles is called Rajah Papua : he is very rich in

gold, and inhabits the interior of the ifland. Here are feen, growing among the rocks,

reeds as large round <is a man's leg which are full of excellent water *
; of thefe we pur-

chafed a number. The ifland of Giailolo is fo large that a boat with difficulty can
make the tour of it in four months.

Saturday, i6th November, one of the Moorifli Kings of Giailolo came, with a num-
ber of boats, on board our vefl'el. We made him a prefent of a green damaik veft-

ment, two yards of red cloth, fome looking-glaffes, fciffars, knives, combs, and two
glafs goblets gilt, which much delighted him. He told us very politely that as we
were friends of the King of Tadore he efleemed us alfo as his friends, fince he loved

that monarch as dearly as his own fon. He invited us to vifit his country, affuring

us we fliould be treated with great dillinclion. This King is very powerful, and muclx
refpedled in all the neighbouring iflands. He is of great age, and is called Juflu..

The next morning, Sunday, the fame King made us a fecond vifit, and wiflied to.

fee the manner in which we fought and difcharged our bombards ; at the exhibition

we made in confequence of his requeft, he appeared to be greatly pleafed, for in his

youth he had been of a very martial difpofition.

The next day I went on fhore to fee the clove-tree, and notice the manner in which
it fruits ; the refult of my obfervations was as follows : the clove-tree attains a pretty

confiderable height, and its trunk is about as large as a man's body, varying more or
lefs according to its age. Its branches extend very wide about the middle of the

trunk, but at the fummit terminate in a pyramid. Its leaf refembles that of the laurel,

and the bark of it is of an olive colour. The cloves grow at the end of fniall branches,

in cluflers of from ten to twenty ; and the tree, according to the feafon, fends forth

more on one fide than the other. The cloves at firfi: are white ; as they ripen they

become reddifh, and blacken as they dry. There are annually two crops gathered, the

one at Chrifimas, the other about St. John the Baptifi's day, that is to fay about the

time of the two folftices, feafons in which the air is more temperate in this country

than at the other periods of the year, though the hottcfl: of the two is that of the

winter folfiice, when the fun is here at its zenith. When the year is hot, and the

quantity of rain that falls is little, the amount of the crop of each ifland is from three

to four hundred baharsf. The clove-tree grows only on the mountains, and dies if

tranfplanted to the plain |. The leaf, the bark, and the woody part of the tree, have

as ftrong a fmell and a flavour equally potent with the truit itlVlf. If this lad be not

gathered juft at the proper feafon it becomes fo large and fo hard that no part of it

remains good but the rind. There are no clove-trecs of prime quality but in the moun-

tains of the five iflands oi Malucho ; for though fome grow in tiie ifland oi Giailolo,

and on the iflet Mare between Tadore and Mutir, the fruit of them is inferior. Lt ii

faid that fogs give them their fuperior degree of pertcftion in thefe iflands; however,

this may be, we certainly did remark every day that a fog, refembling thin clouds,

* The hamboo, a ifcd which natural'y contains a liquor very jjood to drink.

f Friini tifty-five to fivmiy thitc ions for each ifland, or for the whole five, from two hundred and

fevci'ty-fivc 10 three hnTid'td nnd fi tylive tons ; an ani.izinj; qunniity certainly, but not more than adrqiiate

to the confiiniption nt Alia, Europe, and America, which are fupplicd even now chiefly fiom tlitlt illandft

with cloves. F.NG. I'r.

I The Dutch have fince found that they fucceed equally well in the plain.

enveloped
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enveloped firfl: one and then another of the mountains of thefe iflands. Each inhabltaJlt

pofleflcs fome clove-trees, which he attends to himfelf, and the fruit of which he

gathers, but he ufes no fpecies of culture. In different iflands cloves bear different

names : they are called bongalavan at Sarangani, at Tadore ghomodes, and in the

refidue of the Malucho iflands, chianche.

This ifland likewife produces nutmeg-trees *, which refemble our walnuts as well

in the appearance of the fruit as in the leaves. The nutmeg when gathered is like a

quince in fliape, colour, and the down with which it is covered^ but it is fmaller. The
outward hulk is of the fame thicknefs as the green one of the walnut ; beneath, a thin

membrane or tiffue envelopes the mace, which, of a very lively red colour, inclofes the

ligneous fhell containing the nutmeg.

Ginger alfo grows on this ifland ; in a green ftate it is eaten in the fame manner

as bread. Ginger is not, properly fpeaking, the produce of a tree, but of a fort of

flirub, which flioots up fuckers about a fpan in length, fimilar to the fiioots of canesj

the leaves, too, like thofe of the cane, except in their being more narrow. Thefe Ihoots

are of no value, the root only being the ginger ufed in commerce. Green ginger is

not fo ftrong by much as when dried ; and to dry it lime is ufed, for otherwife it

could not be preferved.

The houfes of thefe iflanders are built in the fame manner as thofe of the neigh-

bouring iflands, but they are not raifed fo high from the ground, and are furroundcd

with canes fo as to form a hedge.

The women of the country are ugly : they go naked, as the females in the other

iflands, merely covering their fexual parts with a cloth made of the bark of trees.

The men in like manner go naked ; and, notwithflianding the uglinefs of their wives,

are very jealous of them. They were efpecially very angry at feeing us land with our

brayettes f open, as they were apprehenfive this mode of drefs might aft as a pro-

vocative to their women. Men and women alike go unfhod.

They make their cloths from the bark of trees in the following manner. They
take a piece of bark and foak it in water until foftened ; they then beat it with flicks,

to make it ffretch to the length and breadth they think proper ; after which it reiembles

a piece of raw filk, with the membrane interlaced beneath as if it was woven
J.

Their bread is thus made from the wood § of a tree which refembles the palm.

*rhey take a piece of this wood, and after clearing it from certain black and long

thorns, pound it, and make it into a bread they call fagou. Of this bread they lay in

ftore when they go on voyages.

The iflanders of Ternate came every day to us in their boats to offer us cloves ;

but as We expected others from Machian, on the return of the King, we refufed to

buy of the other iflanders, at which thofe of Ternate were much hurt.

On Sunday riight, 24th November, the King returned to the found of gongs, and

paffed between our veffels. We faluted him, to fliew our refpeft, with feveral dif-

charges of bombards. He informed us that, in confequence of orders he had given,

* Mytiftica officinalis. Linn.

+ This has reference to the flit drefTcs anciently worn by the Spaniards.

X At the prefent day a fort of cloth is manufaftiired, in the manner here dtfcribed, from the bark of

trees; an account of which may be feen in Cook. (Firil Voyage, book ii.)

§ It is not of the wood bnt of the pith of the todda-panna of the hortus malabaricus that fago is pre-

pared. In the Mohicca Iflands the tree is called landan ; it is of the palm fpecies : of the down of its

leaves a cottony cloth is made ; its fibres fcrve for making cordage ; its leaves to cover houfes ; like other

palms it yields wine ; and its pith the noiirifliing fago. £ng. Tr.

8 we
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we fhould have, in the four fuccceding days, a confiderable quantity of cloves. la
faft on Monday we had brought to us a hundred and feventy-one cathils *, which
were weighed without dedufting the tara, or tare, allowed on buying for the confe-

quent diminution of the u t ight of fpices when taken frelh. Thefe cloves fent by the

King being the firll we took on board, and forming the chief objeft of our voyage,
we difchargcd fjveral guns as a fignal of rejoicing.

On I'uefday, 26lh November, the King came to pay us a vifit ; and told us he had
done for us, in leaving his ifland, what none of his predeceflbrs had ever done for any
one before ; but that he had refolved on giving this mark of friendfhip to the King of
Spain and to us, that we might the fooner complete our cargoes and proceed home,
and the fooner return with additional forces to revenge the death of his father, who had
been killed in an ifland called Buru f, and whofe corpfe had been caft into the fea.

He added, it was cuflomary at Tadore, when a veffel received the firfl: part of her cargo
of cloves, for the King to give an entertainment to the failors or merchants of the
veffels, and offer up prayers for their happy return. He, at the fame time, intended

to give a feafl in honour of the King of Bachian, who, with his brother, had come to

pay him a vifit j and for that purpofe he had caufed the flreets and highways to be
iwept clean.

This invitation generated fufpicion, and this the more from our learning that at the

fpot where we took took in water three Portuguefe had been murdered a fhort time
before by iflanders concealed in a neighbouring wood. Moreover the inhabitants of
Tadore were frequently feen converfing with the Indians whom we had made prifoners;

hence, notwithflanding a difference of opinion among us, fome feeling inclined to

accept the invitation of the King, the remembrance of what had happened at the fatal

feaft of Zubu prevailed in caufmg us to decline being of the party. We, however, fent

to return our thanks for his civility to the King, and to excufe our non-attendance on
the occafion, befeeching him to repair as foon as poilible on board our (hips, that we
might deliver to him the four flaves we had promifed, as we intended to fail the firfl

fine weather.

The King came on board the f;\me day, without the loaft fymptom of miftrull:. He
faid he came among us as into his own houfe ; and affured us he felt verv much hurt

at a departure fo fudden and fo unufual ; as veffels in general are thirtv days in taking

in their cargoes, though we had completed ours in fo much Icfs time. He added, if he

had affifted us, even by the unprecedented flop of leaving his own ifland, to haften our
lading with cloves, he had no intention thereby of precipitating our departure. He
afterwards noticed that this was not a fit feafon to navigate thefe feas on account of

the fhallows near Banda ; and admonifhed us of the probability there exifted at this

inflant of our meeting with veffels of our enemies the Portuguefe.

When he faw that all he had faid failed cf its efi'ed, " Very well then," added he,

" 1 fliall return you the prefents made me in the name of the King of Spain ; for if

you depart without allowing me time to get ready the prefents fuitable to the dignity

of your King, which I am now preparing, all the kings my neighbours will efleem the

Sovereign of Tadore one of the moft ungrateful of men, in accepting favours from a

monarch fo powerful as that of Caflille, without making a return. 1 hey will further

fay that you went away in this hurry merely from apprehenfion of fome treachery oil

my part, and thus (hall I be ftigmatized for the remainder of my life with the odious

• Mod probably this fhould be baharsindead ofcatliilfi.

f Cooroo, of which more will be faid in courfc of ibe narrative.

name
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name of traitor." After this fpeech, to remove all fufpicion of his good faith, he caufed

the koran to be brought to him, devoutly kiffed it, and placed it four or five times oii

his head, uttering lowly certain words, which were an invocation called Zambihan.

Then, in the prefcnce of us all, he obferved aloud, that he fvvore by Allah (God) and

the koran which he held in his hand, that he would conftantly remain a faithful friend

of the King of Spain. Ke delivered the whole of this harangue almofl with tears in

his eyes, and in fuch an affecting manner that we were induced to procraftinate our

flay at Tadore a fortnight longer.

We then delivered him the King's feal and the royal ftandard. We were after-

wards informed that foine oi the chiefs of the ifland had advifed him to maflacre the

whole of us, and thus ingratiate himfelf with the Portuguefe, who would be able to aflifl

him better than the Spaniards, in revenging himfelf on the King of Bachian ; but the

King of Tadore, faithful and loyal, repelled the propof^l with indignation.

On Wednefday, 27th, the King caufed an advertifement to be publifhed, bearing

that any one was at liberty to fell us cloves, which afforded us an opportunity of pur-

-chafing a great quantity.

Friday, the King of Machian arrived at Tadore with feveral pirogues ; but he would
not go on fhore, as his father and brother, banifhed from Machian, had taken refuge on
that ifland.

Saturday, the King of Tadore came on board our veffel with the governor of

Machian, his nephew, of the name of Hoomai, about twenty-five years of age ; and
learning that we had no more cloth remaining, he generoufly fent home for and gave

us three yards of a red colour, to enable us, with the addition of fome other articles,

to make a prefent to the governor, worthy of his rank ; this we did j and on their

departure faluted them with our artillery.

On Sunday, ill December, the governor of Machian took his leave; we were
informed that, bcfides what we had given, the King had likewife made him prefents,

to induce him to expedite the fending us cloves.

On Monday the King undertook another voyage with a fimilar purpofe to the pre-

ceding.

Wednefday being the feftival of St. Barbe, and at the fame time that we might fhew
refpeft to the King who had now returned, we fired a general falute from our great

guns, and in the evening exhibited fire-works, with which the King was extremely

delighted.

On Thurfday and Friday we purchafed a large quantity of cloves, which were
afforded us at a low rate on account of our being near the time of our departure.

We received a bahar (four hundred and ten pounds) for a few yards of ribband, and
a hundred pounds weight for a few fmall chains of brafs, which only coft a marcel *.

And as every failor was anxious to carry to Spain as much as he could, every one bar-

tered his property for cloves.

Saturday, three fons of the King of Tarenate with their wives, who were daughters

of the King of Tadore, came to our fhips. The Portuguefe, Pedro Alphonfo de
Lorofa, was with them. We made a prefent of a glafs goblet gilt to each of the bro-

thers, and gave to the three women fciflars and other trifles. We likewife fent fome
trinkets to another daughter of the King of Tadore, widow of the King of Tarenate,
who objefted to coming on board our Ihip.

• The marcel is a fmall Venetian coin, ftruck by the Doge Nicolo Marcello, in 1473, and worth
about five-pence fterling,

Sunday
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Sunday, being the day of the Conception of the Virgin Mary, we fired, in order to

celebrate the fame, a number of bombards, threw fcvcral fhclls, and let off many
rockets.

On Monday, the 9th, the King came on hoard our fliip with three of his women,
who carried his betre. I mud here obferve that kings and the members of the

royal family alone have the privilege of taking their wives abroad with them. The
fame day the King of Giailolo came a fecond time to fee us exercife our guns.

As the day fixed for our failing drew nigh the King was frequent in his vifits, and

it was very vifible that he felt great concern on the occafion. He told us among
other flattering things that he was like the fuckling about to lofe its mother's brealt.

He begged of us fome berfils for his defence.

He counfelled us not to navigate during the night on account of the (hallows in

tliefe feas ; and on our informing him that we intended to fail by night as well as by
day in order the fooner to arrive in Spain, he replied, in that cafe, he could do nothing

better than pray himfelf, and caufe prayers to be offered up to the Almighty for the

fuccefs of our voyage.

In the mean time Pedro Alphonfo with his wife came on board our vcfTel bringing

with him all his efleds to return with us to Europe. Two days after Chechilideroix,

fon of the King of Tarenate, came in a boat well manned, and invited him on board
;

but Pedro Alphonfo, who fufpetted him of fome bad intention, declined compliance

with his invitation, and at the fame time advifed us not to fufter him to enter our fhips,

which counfel we followed. We afterwards were informed that Chechilideroix, being

on very friendly terms with the Portuguefe captain of Malacca, had formed a plan to

feize Pedro Alphonfo, and deliver him into his cuftody. When he found himfelf

prevented, he grumbled much, and threatened to punifh thofe with whom Lorofa had

lodged, for fuilering him to leave the ifland without permiliion from him.

The King had informed us that the King of Bachian was about to make him a vifit,

with his brother who was to marrv one of his daughters, and intreated us to honour

their arrival with a falute. In fad on the 15th December he arrived, and \\'2 did as

requefted, not firing however the guns of largeft calibre, on account of the heavy

lading we had on board.

The King of Bachian with his brother, defigned for the hufbnnd of the daughter

of the King of Tadore, came in a large galley with three tier of rowers on each fide,

in all a hundred and twenty. The veflel was adorned with feveral pavillions formed

of parrots' feathers, yellow, red, and white. As it failed along the rowers beat time

with their oars to the mufic of gongs and other inflruments. In two boats were the

young girls to be prefcnled to the bride. They faluted us by making the tour of the

veifel and the port.

As etiquette forbids one king fefting foot on the territory of another, the King of

Tadore paid a vifit to the King cf Bachian in his gallcv. The latter, on feeing the

King arri\e, rofe from the carpet on which he was fcated in order to give him the ftMt

of honour, but the vifitor from civilitv declined the uillini^Hon and feated himl 'if

beyond, leaving the carpet between. The King of Bachian then tendered rive hun-

dred patollos as a fort of conipenfation for the wife to be bellowed on his brother.

Thefe patollos are cloths nf filk and gold, manufaclurcd in China, and much fought

after in thefe iflands. In barter for each of them three bahars ol' cloves, more or

lefs, are given according to the quantity of gold on the cloth and the value of the

workmanfliip. At the death of any of the chiefs of the country, the parents wear

thefe clothes.

VOL. XI. 3 B <^^»
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On Monday, the King of Tadore font a dinner to the King of Bachian carried by

fifty women drefl in garments of filk extending from the waift only to the knees.

They marched two and two with a man between them. Each of them carried a large

difh in which were fmall pLues containing different ragouts. The men carried wine

in large vafes. Ten (if the oldell women performed the ofiice of miitrelfes ot the

ceremony. In this order they proceeded to the veffel and prefented the whole to the

King who was feated on a carpet beneath a red and yellow canopy. On their return

the women faftened on fome of our people whom curiofity induced to be prefent on

the paffing of the proceflion, and who were unable to releafe themfelve s until they had
made them fome trifling prefents. The King of Tadore next fent provifions to us,

confining of goats, cocoa-nuts, wines, and other edibles.

The fame day we hoifted a new fet of fails on which were painted the crofs of

St. lago de Compoflclla, with this infcription : questa e la figura dela nostra
BUENAVENTURA*.
On Tuefday, we prefented to the King fome of the mufquets we had taken from

the Indians when we feized their junks, together with fome berfils, and four barrels

of gunpowder.

On board each of the veflels we {hipped eighty tons of water ; we had to take in

wood afterwards at the ifland of Mare, near wliich our courfe laid, and where the King
had fent a hundred men to get us a itock in readinefs.

The fame day the King of Bachian received permiffion from the King of Tadore to

come on fhore to contraft an alliance with us. He was preceded by four men who
carried each a poignard raifed in their hands. He declared, in prefence of the King
of Tadore and all his fuite, that he Ihould ever be ready to devote himfelf to the fervice

of the King of Spain ; that he would referve for him alone the cloves which the Por-

tuguefe had left in his ifland until another Spanifli fquadron fhould come to take them
on board, and would difpofe of them to no other perfon without his confent ; and that

he fliould fend him, by us, a flavc and two bahars of cloves : he would indeed have

fent ten, but our veflels were fo deeply laden they could take no more on board.

He likewife prefented for the King of Spain two beautiful dead birds. They were
of the fize ot a thrufli, with a fmall head, long beak, legs of the length of a fpan, and
thick as a writing pen : the tail of thefe birds refembles that of the thrufli alfo ; and
they have no wings like other birds, but, infliead, long feathers like tufts of different

colours : the whole of the feathers, thofe only excepted which are in lieu of wings, are

of a dull colour. This bird never flies but when it blows. It is faid to come from
the terreftrial Paradife, and is called bolondilallah, that is to fay, the Bird of God f.

The King of Bachian appeared to be feventy years of age. A very fl:range matter

was related to us concerning him : whenever about to combat his enemies, or to under-

take any thing of importance, he previoufly fubmitted himfelf twice or three times

to the enjoyment of one of his fervants, deftined for this purpofe, in the fame manner
as, according to Suetonius, Caifar was wont to fubmit himfelf to Nicodemus.

One day the King of ladore fent to advife the people who kept the warehoufe In

which our merchandize was lodged, not to leave their home during the night, becaufe,

* This is the imagje of our good fortune.

\ Pigafetta is pofTibly the firll who undeceived the Europeans refpefting the bird of Paradife, (avis

piradlfi.'ca, Linn.) which previous to his relation was believed to have no legs or feet, (on acco int of

their being cut from all that came to Europe ;) and fo ftrongly did this opinion prevail, that the great

naturalill Aldrovandus 'De Avib. book i. p. 807.) condemns our author for attributing legs and feet to

thera } Aldiovaudus alfo gives a reprefeutation of the bird without them.

8 as
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as he obfervcd, there were iflanders who, by means of certain ointments, nffumod tii»

figure of men without heads, and who, if they chanced to nieet any one they difliked',

laid hold of them by their hand and anointed the palm of it with their unguents, in

confequence of which the perfon fo anointed became ill and died in three or four days

time. Whenever they meet with three or four perfons together, they do not touch

but poflefs 'the art of ftupifying them. The King added that he found it requifite to

keep watch for them, and that he had already caufcd many of them to be hung.

Before any new houfe is inhabited it is cudnmary to furround it with a large fire,

and give fevcral entertainments ; afterwards a fpecimcn of every good thing produced

in the ifland is faflened to the roof, and the people are then perfuadcd that the perfon

about to dwell in the houfe will never know want of any thing.

By Wedncfday, in the morning, every thing was made ready for our departure. The
kings of Tadore, Giailolo, and Bacliian, as well as the fon of the King of Tarenate

came to accompany us as far as the ifland of Mare. The fhip La Vittoria failed firfl,

and flood out for fca awaiting the Trinidad ; but this veifel was a long time in raifmg

the anchor, and when this was ctlbded the failors perceived Ihe leaked fad in the hold.

The Vittoria then returned to her auchorag-e. Part of the car^ro of the Trinidad was

unfliipped, to allow of fearching for and flopping the leak ; but notwithflanding for

this purpofe the /eflel was laid on her fide, the water flill entered rapidly, as from a

fpout, but the leak could not be found. The whole of this and the next day the

pumps were kept going but without the ieafl fuccefs.

Upon intelligence of this, the King of Tadore came on board to aiTifl: us in difcover*

ing the leak, but his efforts in this view were ineffectual. He ordered five divers,

accuflomed to remain a long time under water, to examine the fhip exi-ernally : they

continued under water more than half an hour, but could not find the leak ; and as,

notwithflanding the pumps were kept continually going, the water flill increafed on

us, he went to the other fide of the ifland for three men capable of keeping a longer

time under water than thofe who had dived before.

The next morning early he returned with them. Thefe men dived into the fea,

with their long hair loofe, in expcftation that the water flreaming through the leak,

by bearing their hair with it would point out the fpot *
; but after an hour fpent under

water, in a vain fearch, they came up again to the furface. The King fecmed much
afl'efted at this misfortune, fo much fo indeed, that he offered to go himfelf to Spain

to acquaint the King with what had befallen us ; but we informed him, that as we had

two vefl'els we might complete our voyage in the remaining one, whicii however

mud fail Ihortly, to take advantage of the cad winds which then began to blow ;

that in the mean time the Trinidad might be careened, and afterwards under

favour of the wed winds reach Darien, which is on the other fide of the fea, in the

land of Diucatanf. The King then remarked that he had two hundred and fifty fhip-

wrights, who fhould be cuiployed in refitting the veflel under direction of our peopl.';

and that fuch of our crews as remained for the purpofe fhould be treated as his own

children. This promife he made in a manner fo truly afteding, as to draw tears

froni our eyes.

* This might have happened ; the floating hair, if the Jivcrs haJ been near the fpot, by being draw*

to the link would have pointed it out. At prcfcnt hards of hemp :irc put into a fail, whicli is pafTed

under the (hip's bottom ; tlic water carries thcfc hards witti it through the chinks or lioles, and liius de-

lignatcs the leak.

f Yucatan in America, near the Gulf of Mexico, where is the Illhmus of Darien. Tliis vefTcI,

however, remained at Tidor, and became prize to the Portuguefc. (Hift. Generale de» Voyages,

tomexiv. p. 99.)
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We who were on board the Vittoria, apprehenfive of her being too heavily laden,

which might occafion her foundering at fea, determined on landing fixty quintals of

cloves, and caufed them to be tranfportcd to the houfe in which the crew of the Tri-

nidad were lodged. Some of our party, however, rcfolved on remaining in the Maluclio

Iflands, either from fear of our vefTel being unable to fuftain a voyage of fuch length,

or from retnembrance of what they had already endured before they reached thefe

iflands, and dread of perilhing of hunger in midft of the ocean.

On Saturday, 21ft December, St. Thomas's day, the King of Tadore brought us

two pilots whom we paid beforehand to take us through the channels of the iflands.

They told us the feafon for beginning our voyage was excellent, and that the fooner

we failed the better it would be; but being under necefllty of waiting for the letters

of our comrades, who remained at the Malucho iflands, to their friends in Spain, we
did not weigh anchor till noon. The two veiTels then bade adieu to each other by a

reciprocal difcharge of artillery. Our comrades followed us as far as they were able

in their boat, and we parted in tears. Juan Carvajo remained at Tadore with fifty-

three Europeans and thirteen Indians.

The governor, or minifter, of the King of Tadore, accompanied us as far as the

ifland Mare ; and fcarcely had we arrived there before four boats came alongfide our

veflel, laden with wood, which in lefs than an hour was taken on board.

All the Malucho iflands produce cloves, ginger, fago (the tree of which bread is

made), rice, cocoa-nuts, figs, bananas, almonds of larger fize than ours, pomegranatea

fweet as well as acidulous, fugar-canes, melons, cucumbers, pumpkins, a fruit called

comilicai *, extremely refrefliing, and of the fize of a water melon, a fruit refembling a

peach, and called guavaf, befides other vegetables gcod to eat ; oil is likewife extraftcd

from the cocoa-nut and gengili. As for ufeful animals, here are goats, fowls, and a

fpecies of bee, not larger than an ant, which builds its hive in the trunks of trees, in

which it depofits its honey, of excellent flavour. There is a great variety of parrots,

among others white ones, called catara, and red ones denominated nori, which are the

molt valued, not only on account of the extreme beauty of their plumage, but alfo

for their fpeaking more plainly the words they are taught than the others do. A
parrot of this fpecies cofts a bahar of cloves.

Scarcely fifty years are paft fince the Moors firfl; came to and fubdued the Malucho
Iflands, and introduced their religion. Before this they were peopled by Gentiles, who
paid but little attention to the clove-trees.

The ifland Tadore lies in latitude twcnty-fcven minutes north, longitude one hundred-

and fixty one degrees from the line of demarcation. It is nine degrees thirty minutes

fouth-eait by fouth of the firlt ifland of this archipelago, called Zamal.

The ifland Tarenate lies in latitude forty minutes north. Mutir is exactly upon the

equinoClial line.

Machian is fituate in latitude fifteen minutes fouth. Bachian in latitude one degree

fouth.

Tarenate, Tadore, Mutir, and Machian have high and cone-fliaped mountains oit

which the clove-tree grows. Bachian, though the largefl, is not diftinguiflied from
the four other iflands, Its mountain of clove- trees is not fo much elevated nor fo

pointed at its fumniit, as thofe of the other iflands, but its bafe covers a larger

area.

• A fpecies cf anana, or pine apple. -j- Plldliim pyrifera, Linn.

BOOK
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BOOK IV.

Return from the Malucho IJlands to Spain.

KEEPING on our courfe we paffed between feveral iflands, the names of which are

as follow: Caioan, Laigoma, Sico, Giogi, Cafi, Laboan *, Tollman, Titameti, Bachianf,

of which we have already fpoken, Latalata, labobi, Mata, and Batutiga. We were
told that in the ifland of Cafi, the inhabitants are fmall as pigmies : they are fiibjeft to

the King of Tadore.

We (leered weftward of Batutiga, on a courfe weft-fouth-wefl:. Southward we faw

feveral fmall iflands. Here the pilots from the Molucha Iflands recommended we fliould

anchor in fome port, that we might not be fubjcct to run afhore on the numerous iflets

and fhallows. We confequentiy tacked to the fouth eafl, and made an ifland fituate in

latitude three degrees fouth, diftant fifty-three leagues from Tadore.

This ifland is called Sulach |. The inhabitants are Pagans, and have no king : they

are anthropophagi, and, both men and women, wearno other clothing than a fmall piece

of cloth, made of the bark of trees, two fingers broad, which conceals their fexual

parts. There are in the neighbourhood other iflands, the inhabitants of which feed on
human flefh. The names of fome of them are : Silan, Nofelao, Biga, Atulabaon,

Lertimor, Tcnetum, Gonda, Kaiabruru, Manadan, and Benaia §.

We afterwards coafted along the iflands LamatolaandTenetum.
After a run of ten leagues in the fame direction from Sulach, we came to an an»

chorage on a large ifland called Buru, where we found provifions in abundance ; for

example, hogs, goats, fowls, fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts, fago, a difh compofed of bananas

called canali, and chiacares, known here by the name of nanga. Chiacarcs
||

are 3

fruit refembling water melons, but ot which the rind is full of knobs. Internally it is

full of fmall red feeds, fimilar to the feed of the melon ; they have no lignous rind,

and are of a medullary fubllance, fimilar to that of our white beans, but larger; they

are very tender, and in tafle refemble chefnuts.

We likewife found here another fruit fimilar in its exterior to pine cones, but of 3

yellow colour ; internally it is white, and when cut beai-s fome refemblance to a pear;

it is however much more tender than that fruit, and is of exquifite flavor : it is called

comilicai ^.
The inhabitants of this ifland have no fovereign : they arc gentiles, and, like the

people of Sulach, go naked. The ifland of Buru lies in latitude three degrees thirty

minutes fouth, feventy-five leagues from the Malucho iflands **.

• Xaboan, or Labocca, is regarded at prefent as forming part of the ifland Bachian. (Hift. Generale de»

Voyages, tome xi. p. 14.)

f Uachiaii, one of the live principal iflands called the Moluccas. ATmoft all thcfe iflands are laid down

in chart xviii. of Monti, who, however, docs not ttatc on what grounds he gives them. Many of the

namia of theft iflands occur in the note of the dominions of the King of Ternate, in Prtvot's Coll. of

Voy.im's, Inc. cit.

X 'I'lic Xulla of Robert, and of Moll, the Xoula of the Dutch charts.

§ The author, giving the names of the iflinds merely from the account of the piloti, is oftentimes in-

correct. He mentions ten iflands, and has laid down only fix ; and of the ten he fpcaks of three or four

he names again fliortly after. Lcytimor is only a peninfula of the ifland of Amboyna.

II
Perhaps the cucurbita vcrrucofa, Linn. ^ The pine-apple.

•• Mr. do Bougainville calls this ifland Bocro. He places it in the (ame latitude marked by our author r

and in his xviith chart has given isuUa, Boero, Kilang, and Bouva, the Sulach, Buru, Kailaruiu, and

Bi-uaia, of Pigafctta.

Tea
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Ten leagues eaflward of Buru there is a ftill larger ifland, which is little diftant from
Giailolo, and is called Ambon*. It is inhabited by Moors and Gentiles ; the former
dwell near the fea, the other in the interior. The latter are anthropophagi. The pro-

dudions of this ifland are thelimieas thofe of Buru.
Between Buru and Ambon are three iflands furrounued by fhallows : to wit, Vudia,

Kailaruru, and Benaia f. Four leagues fouth of the ifland of Buru lies the little ifland

Ambalao \,

At a diitancc of thirty-five leagues from Buru, in the direi!il:ion fouth-wefl; by fouth, is

the ifland of Banda, with thirteen other iflands. In fix of thefe iflands mace is grown,
and nutmegs. The largefl: is called Zoroboa; the fmaller are Chelicel, Saniananpi,

Pulai, Puluru, and Rafoghin § ; the other feveu are Univeru, Pulan, Barucan, Lai-

laca, Mamican, Man, and Meut j|. In thefe iflands nothing is cultivated but fago,

rice, cocoa-nuts, banana, and other fruit trees. They lie very near each other, and are

all of them inhabited by Moors who have no fovereign. Banda is fituate in latitude

fix degrees fouth, longitude one hundred and fixty-three degrees thirty minutes, from
the line of demarcation. As it laid out of our courfe we did not go thither.

Steering fouth^weft by weft from Buru, after traverfing eight degrees of latitude, we
found ouifelves off three iflands, contiguous one to the other, called Zolot ^, Nouma-
mor, and Galian. While failing between thefe iflands we experienced a tempeft, which
made us apprehenfive for our lives ; fo that we rn^de a wow to go on pilgrimage to our
Lady of Guida, provided we efcaped the threatened danger. We went diredt before

the wind, and made for a tolerably lofty ifland, called Mallua, where we anchored, but
before we came to our anchorage, we fuflered much from the currents and fqualls

which came from the gullies in the mountains.

The inhabitants of this ifland are favages, and referable beafts more than men ; they
are anthropophagi, and wear no other clothing in common than a narrow flip of cloth

made from the bark of trees, to hide their privities ; but when they go out to fight they

cover their breafts, back, and fides, with pieces of the buffalo's hide, ornamented with
comiole**, and the teeth of fwine : behind and before they attach tails made of goat's

fliin. Their hair is turned up and faftened with combs, having large teeth. Their
beard they wrap up in leaves, and enclofe it in boxes made of reed, a cuftom which
made us laugh immoderately. In one word, they are the ugliefl people we met with in

the whole courfe of our voyage.

They have bags made of leaves of trees, in which they place their food and drink ;

their bows as well as their arrows are made of reeds. When their women firfl: per-

ceived us, they advanced towards us with their bows in their hands in a menacing atti-

tude, but on our making them fome trivial prefents we became good friends.

We paffed a fortnight on this ifland in repairing the fides of our veffel, which were
much ftrained in the florm : we found on it goats, poultry, fifli, cocoa-nuts, wax, and
pepper. For a pound of old iron we received in barter fifteen pounds of wax.

* Ambon is Ceram. From the native appellation the Dutch derived Ambaya, a name given to a fort

on the fouth-wellern fliore of Ceram, and Amboyna the appellation of a fort and town conftrufted in an
ifland contiguous to Ceram. Eng. Tr.

t In the Atlas of Robert are feen the iflands Menga, Kelani, and Bone ; and in the Dutch chart,

(Hift. Gen. des Voyages, tome xi.) Manipa, Kelain, and Bonoa. % At prefent called Amblan.
§ In the Dutch chart are found Guananapi, Puloay, Pulorhun, and Rofingen.

Ij
The Recueil de Voyages pour I'ellabliflement de la Campagnie des Indes, tome xi. p. 213, mentions

the iflands Vayer, Tonjonbnrong, and Mumuak.
^ The Solor of modern charts.
*• The corniole alluded to appear to be univalve (hells, fuch as terebratulf, &c.

There
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There are here two kinds of pepper, long and round ; the fruit of the long pepper-tree

rcfcmbles the flowers of the hazel. The plant, like th j ivy, is a climber, which adheres

to the trunks of tree s ; but its leaves are fimiLir to thofe of the mulberry. This pep-

per is called luli. Ri-und pepper grows on a like climber, but its fru't, as maize, is in

ears, and is beaten our as thai grain ; this fpecics of pepper is called lada. The fields

ot the country are covered with pepper plants, formed into bov/ers.

At Mallua we took a man on board who engaged to condud; us to an idand more
abounding in provilions. The ifland Mallua lies in latitude eight degrees thirty minutes

fouth longitude, one hundred and fixty-nine degrees forty minutes from the line of de-

marcation.

Our old pilot from the Maluccas related to us on our way that in thefe parts is an

ifland called Arucheto, the inhabitants of which, men as well as women, are not more
than a cubit high, and have ears as long as their body, fo that when they lie down to

reft one ferves as a mattrafs to lie upon, and the other for a coverlid'. Their hair

IS fliorn, and they go entirely naked : their voice is fnarp, and they run with much
fv\iftnefs. Their dwellings are caverns under ground, and their aliment fith and a kind

of fruit they obtain from between the back and ligneous body of a certain tree. This

fruit, which is white and round as comfits made of coriander, is called by them ambu-
lon. "We would willingly have vifited this ifland, but were prevented by the fliallows

and currents.

On Saturday, 25th January, 1522, at twenty-two o'clock, (half-paft two), we failed

from the ifland Mallua, and after a courl'e fouth-fouth-weft of five leagues, reached a

tolerably large ifland called Timor. I went on fhore alone to treat with the chief of a

village, called Amaban, for hogs. He offered me buffaloes, hogs, and goats ; but when
the merchandize to be given in barter was mentioned we could not agree, as he re-

quired much, and we had little remaining to give. Upon this we determined on re-

taining the chief of another village, called Baiibo, who had come on board of his own
accord, bringing his fon with him. V/c told liim if he wilhed to recover his liberty he

muft procure for us fix buffaloes, ten hogs, and as many goats. This man, who was

apprehenfive of being put to death immediately, gave the necefl'ary orders for all we
required to be brought to us ; and as he had but five goats and two hogs, he gave us

feven buflaloes inftead of fix. This eflefted, we fent him again on fliOro, v/ell fatisfied,

as on releafing him we gave him fome linen, a piece of Indian cloth, filk, and cotton,

fome axes, Indian cutlalfes, knives, and mirrors.

The chief of Amaban, to whom I firft went, had none but women to wait on him,

who went naked like thofe of the other iflands. In their cars they wear fmall gold ear-

rings, to which they fafl;en fmall Jkcins of filk. On their arms they wear fo many
bracelets of gold or brafs, as to cover the arms to the elbow. The men are likewile

naked, but round their neck they have a collar of round plates of gold, and their hair

is faftened up with combs of bamboo, ornamented with gold. Some, in lieu ot golden

rings, wear in their ears circles made from the neck of the pumpkin dried.

White fandal is found on this ifland alone. It contains, as we have fliewn, buffaloes,

hogs, and goats, bcfides fowls and parrots of diflerent plumage. Here, hkewife, grow

• It is worthy of remaik that this fingular fable Is to be fecn in Strabo (Geogr. lib. xv. ) Strabo copied

it from Megallhenes, one of the captains of Alexander the Great. Even in oiir lime thcle iflanileis airmfc

thcmkKcs with relating fimilar wonderfnl lloi ies to travellers. Some of them wifhul to make Cook believe

that in a certain ifland the men were of llature fo gigantic, and of fuch amazing ilcciigth, that they would

be able to carry Lis fhip away witii them.

rice
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rice, bananas, ginger, fugar-canes, oranges, lemons, almonds, and French beans ; and

wax is alfo abundant.

We caft anchor off" that part of the ifland on which are fome villages inhabited by

their chiefs. In another quarter of the ifland are the refidences of four brothers, who
are its kings. The villages where thefe refidences are, are called Orbifli, Lichfana, Sinai,

and Cabanaza ; the firlt of them the mod confiderable. We were told that a mountain

near Cabanaza produces abundance of gold, and that the inhabitants purchafe with the

grains of it they colled, whatever articles they ftand in need of. Plere it is that the

people of Malucca carry on a traffic in fandal wood and wax. We found there, like-

wife, a junk newly come from Lozon, to load with fandal wood.
Thefe people are Gentiles. I'hey told us that when they go to cut fandal wood a

demon prefents himfelf under different forms, and afks them in a very courteous manner
what it is they want. But notwithftanding his civil demeanor the apparition frightens

them fo much that they are always ill in confequence for feveral days together *. They
cut fandal at particular phases of the moon, at which alone it is good. The merchan-
dize belt fuited for bartering for fandal is red cloth, linen, axes, nails, and iron.

The ifland is wholly inhabited ; it extends confiderably from eafl to weft, but from
north to fouth is very narrow. It lies in latitude ten degrees fouth, longitude from the

line of demarcation one hundred and feventy-four degrees thirty minutes.

In all the iflands of this archipelago vifited by us, and in this more than any other,

the malady of Saint Job is very prevalent. It is called, For Franchi, that is to fay, the

Portugueze difeafe f.

We were told that at a day's Htil weft-north-weft of Timor is an ifland called Ende,
where much cinnamon grows. The inhabitants of it are Gentiles, and have no king.

Near it is a chain of iflands ftretching as far as Java Major and the Cape of Malacca,
the names of which are, Ende, Tanabuton, Crenochile, Birmacore, Azanaran, Main,
Zubava, Lumboch, Chorum, and Java Major, which the inhabitants call Jaoa, and not
Java.

The largeft villages of this part of the world are in Java, and the chief one is called

Mugepaher, the King of which, while living, was reputed the greateft monarch of the.

iflands of this part ; his name was Rajah Patiunus Sunda. Much pepper is gathered

here. The other iflands are, Dahaduma, Gagiamada, Minutarangam, Ciparifidain,

Tubancrefll, and Cirubaia. Half a league diftant from Java Major are the iflands of
Bali, called Little Java and Madura : thefe two iflands are of fimilar dimenfions.

We were told that it is cuftomary in Java to burn the bodies of the chiefs who die

;

and for the wife cheriflied moft to be burnt alive in the fame fire. Adorned with

garlands of flowers, (he caufes herfelf to be carried by four inen on a feat through the

town, and, with a tranquil and finding countenance, comforts the relations who bewail

her approaching end, telling them, " I am going this evening to fup with my huftjand,

and fhall fleep with him to-night." On her arrival at the funeral pile flie again com-
forts them with fimilar fpeeches, and throws herfelf into the confuaiing flames. Were

* Bomare fays that the people employed in felling tlie fandal tree (fantalum album, Linn.) are much
affcflcd by a miafrrala, or rather effluvia which exhale from tlie tree.

f Were the malady of St. Job, a? fiilpedlcd to be, anotlier dcfiijnation for the venereal difeafe, it is

here found in the Moluccas and the Philippines at the beginning of the fixteenth century ; and as it is here
called the ortugucie difeafe we are led to conclude that it was carried tliilher by that nation. It is in-

deed irut that the term Franchi is appropriate to all Europeans ; but it is alfo true tiiat of thefe the Por-
tugucfe wa;. the only people which, till this expedition, had vifited the Southern Ifl uids. However the
Wiilady of Saint Job may puflibly be the term here applied to the leprofy, a diforder common enough in

Afia.

2 {he
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flie to refufe to zQ. thus, flie would no longer be regarded as a reputable wonianj or a

good wife.

Our old pilot related to us a (till more extraordinary prafclce : he aflirmcd that

\vhcn the young men are amorouily inclined, and wifli to obtain the favors of any par-

ticular female, they faflcn fmall round bells on them between the glans and the pre-

puce, and thus dance under the window of their miftrefs whofe paihons they excite by
the found of thefc bells. The lady conflantly infills on the lover wearing thefe trinkets.

He told us moreover that an illand called Ocoloro, below Java, is peopled by women
alone, who are rendered pregnant by the wind. Should they produce a boy they kill

him immediately ; if a girl it is preferved. If a man at any time prefumes to vifit the

ifland they put him to death.

Other tales were likewife related to us. North of Java Major, in the Gulf of
China, called by the ancients Sinus Magnus, there is faid to be a vei7 large tree, called

campanganghi, on which certain birds rooft, called garuda, of fuch iminenfe fize, and
fo ftrong, as to be able to fly away with a buffalo or an elephant, when they carry it to

apart of the tree called puzathier. The fruit of the tree, which is called buapan-
ganghi, is larger than a water-melon. The Moors of Burne told us they had feen two
of thefe birds, which their fovereign had received froni the King of Ciam. This tree

cannot be approaclied on account of the whirlpools about the ifland, which extend three

or four leagues from fliore. To this account was added that the hifl.ory of this tree

became known in the following manner : A junk was drawn in by thefe whirlpools, and
Shipwrecked on the fliore near the tree, and the whole of thofe on board periflicd on
the occafion, a fmall child only excepted, who was miraculoufly faved by means of a
plank. On reaching the tree he climbed up it, and concealed himfelf under the win"-

of one of thefe large birds, without being perceived. The next day the bird flew to

the main to feize upon a buffalo, when, on its touching the ground, the child flipped

from beneath the wing, and elcaped. By this means the hiilory of thefe birds was
known, and of the fruit of fuch confiderable fize fo often found in thefe feas.

The Cape of Malacca lies in latitude one degree thirty minutes fouth. Eaftward of
the cape are many villages and towns, of which thefe are the names : Cingapola, fituate

on the Cape itfelf ; Pahan, Calantan, Patani, Biadlini, Bcnan, Lagon, Chireyigharan,

Trombon, Joran, Ciu, Brabri, Banga India (refidence of the King of Ciam, called Siri

Zacabedera), Jandibum, Laun, and Langonpifa. Thefe towns are all of them builf

after our manner, and belong to the King of Ciam.

We were likewife told that on the banks of a river of this kingdom there are large

birds who live on dead carcafes only ; but which never devour the carrion until fonn;

other birds have made their prey of the hearts of them.

Beyond Ciam lies Camoyia. The king of this country is called Saret Zacabedera ;

next follows Chiempa, the king of which is the Rajah Brahami Martu. In this country

it is that rhubarb grows *, which is found in this manner: a company of twenty or

five-and-twenfy men go together into the woods, where they pafs the night in trees, to

be fecure front the attacks of lions and other wild beafts, and at the (lime time the better

to diflinguiflt the rhubarb, which they feek by the Imell, the odour ot it being borne by

the wind. Rhubarb is the puind wood of a large tree, and acquires its finell from the

putrefuftion it undergoes : the belt part of the tree is the root, though the trunk, which

is called calama, pofleffcs equal medicinal virtue.

• The defcrlption of rhubaib afTordcH by Pij^afftta is far from corrcift ; but attention miift be paid to

(be circumilancc of our autbor having collected all thefc talci from a Mahometan onboard his fhij). I'abrc

ilatcs that no credit was given to thefe llories.

vol.. XI. 3 c T»
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To Chicmpa fucceeds the kingdom of Couhi, the fovereign of which is called Rajah

Siri Bumniipala. After this follows Great China, thj king of which country is the

mofl: powerful monarch upon earth. His name is Santoa Rajah. Seventy fovereigns

wearing crowns are dependent on him, and each of thefe have from ten to fifteen others

fubjecf to hin . The port of this kingdom is calhd Guantan *, and among its numerous

cities the two principal are Nankin and Comlaha : the king refides in this laft. In his

palace he has four prime miniflcrs, each of whom gives audience in one of the four

fi-onts of it, which look towards the cardinal points. All the kings and lords of Greater

and Upper India are obliged to ereft in the middle of the fquare, as a mark of depen-

dence, the image of an animal ftronger than the lion, called chinga, which image is alfo

engraven on the royal fignet, and all ved'els entering the port of this monarch have the

fame image in ivory or wax on board. Whenever any of his lords flievv figns of dif-

obedience, they are flayed alive ; and their fkins, dried, pickled, and fluffed, are placed in

feme confpicuous part of the fquare, the head bent, and the hands tied over the head

in the aft of making the zongu, or reverence to the king f. This monarch never

fhews himfelf to any one ; and whenever defirous of feeing any of his fubjefts, he

caufes himfelf to be carried on a peacock, made with much ingenuity, and richly orna-

mented, accompanied by fix women dreffed entirely like himfelf, fo that one cannot be
diflinguifhed from the other. He then places himfelf in the hollow image of a ferpent,

called Naga, fuperbly decorated, which has a glafs windov/ in its breaft, through which

the king fees what he pleafes, without being feen himfelf.— He marries his fifters, that

fo the royal blood may not be intermingled with that of his fubjefts. His palace is fur-

rounded by feven walls, and to every wall are ten thoufand guards, which are relieved

every twelve hours. Each wall has its gate, and every gate likewife its guard. At the firft

gate is a man with a large whip in his hand ; at the fecond, a dog ; at the third, a man
with an iron club ; at the fourth, another with a bow and arrows ; at the fifth, again

another with a lance ; at the fixth, a lion ; and at the feventh, two white elephants. In

the palace of this monarch are feventy-nine halls, which contain women alone for the

fervice of the king, and which are conftantly lighted with flambeaux. It takes an en-

tire day to make the tour of the palace. At the extremity of the palace are four halls,

whither the minifters repair when they wifh to fpeak to the king. The walls, the vaulted

roof, and even the floor of one of thefe halls, are ornamented with bronze ; in the fe-

cond, the ornaments are of filver ; in the third, of gold ; and in the fourth, of pearls

and precious flones. In thefe halls are depofited the gold and other valuables given in

tribute to the king. I have feen nothing of all this which I now relate, but merely re-

peat the account of a Moor, who aflTured me that he had himfelf been witnefs of what
he delivered.

The Chinefe are fair, and wear clothing ; like us they eat off tables. With them
crolTes are likewife feen, but of the ufe they put them to 1 am wholly ignorant.

From China it is that mufk is brought : the animal which produces it is a fpecies of

civet, which feeds entirely upon a foft wood of the thicknefs of the finger, called cha-

maru. In order to extraft mufk from this animal a leach is fattened on it, which, when
well filled with blood, is cruflied, and the blood received on a plate that it may be dried

in the fun the fpace of four or five days, in order to perfeft it. Every one who keeps

one of thefe animals is bound to pay a certain tribute. The grains of mufk brought to

Europe are no other than fmall pieces of goat's flefh fleeped in real mufli. The blood

* Canton.

f Bruce (Travels to difcover the Sources of the Nile} more than once faw grandees of Abyffinia, who
jliad revolted, punilhed in this manner.
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is fomctlmes clotted, but it is readily purified. The cat which produces mufk is called

the caflor, and the leach is termed linta.

Coafting along China many different nations are found ; to wit : the Chiencis, who
inhabit the iflands near which pearls are fifhed, and which produce cinnamon. The
Lecchii inhabit the main oppofite to thefe iflands. The entrance into the port of thefe

people is under a large mountain, whence all junks and vefifels on going into or leaving

the port, are obliged to lower their malts. The king of this country is called Moni, and

is fubjeft to the King of China, but he has twenty fovereigns under his command. His

capital is called Barunaci, and here it is the Eaftern Cathay is fituate.

Han is an iiland very lofty and cold, produftive of copper, filver, and filk : it is under

the dominion of Rajah Zotru. Mill, Jaula. and Gnio, are three countries on the conti-

nent, of rather cold temperature. Friagoula and Frianga are two iflarlds which yield

copper, filvcr, pearls, and filk. BafTi is a low country on the main. Sumbdit Pradit

is an ifland very rich in gold, in which the men wear a ring of gold round the leg at the

ancle. The neighbouring mountains are inhabited by people who kill their parents

after they have attained a certain age, in order to prevent their fufiering the maladies

incident on old age. The whole of the people we have defcribed are Gentiles.

On Tuefday, 1 1 th February, at night, we quitted the ifiand of Timor, and entered

the great fea called Laut Chidol. Bending our courfe weft-fouth-wefl, we left north-

ward on our right, from dread of the Portuguefe, the ifland of Zumatra, anciently called

Taprobana ; Pegu, Bengal, Urizza, Chelim, inhabited by IVIalays, fubjects of the King

of Narfmga ; Calicut, dependent on the fame nionarch ; Cambuia, inhabited by the

Guzzarats ; Cananor, Goa, Armus *, and the whole of India Major.

In this kingdom there are fix clafTes of people ; to wit : the Nairi, Panicali, Franai,

Pangelini, Macuai, and Poleai. The Nairi are the chiefs ; the Paniculi, citizens ; thefe

two claifes converfe together : the Franai colled: palm-wine, and bananas ; the iVIacuai

are fifhcrmen ; the Pangelini failors ; and the Poleai fow and gather in rice f. Thefe

lift conftantly inhabit the fields, and never enter towns. When any thing is given to

them, it is put on the ground for them to take. When on their journey any where

they conftantly keep exclaiming, po, po, po ; that is to fay, take care of me. It was

related to us that a Nairi who accidentally had been touched by a Poleai, caufed himfelf

to be put to death, unable to furvive fo great an infamy.

In order to double the Cape of Good Hope we afcended as high as forty-two degrees

fouth ; and we were obliged to remain nine weeks oppofite to the Cape with our fails

lowered, on account of the weft and north-weft winds which conftantly blew, and which

terminated in a dreadful tempeft. The Cape of Good Hope lies in latitude thirty-four

degrees thirty minutes fouth, fixteen hundred leagues diltant from the Cape of Ma-
lacca. It is the largeft and the moft dangerous cape known.

Some of our men, efpecially the fick, were defirous of making the fhore at Mozam*
bique, where is a Portuguefe cftablilhmcnt, as our volfel was very leaky, the cold we
endured extremely fevere, and above all, as we had no other than rice and water to

live upon; for all the meat which, for want of fait we had been unable to ]5ickl.?, had

become putrid. But the major part of the crew being ftill more attached to honor than

to life, we determined on ufing every exertion to return to Spain, however great the

perils we might have to undergo.

At length^ by the help of God, on the fixtli of May we doubled this terrible cape;

• Omnia.
+ Thcfc daffts, calltd cafts, exiftcd in India in the time of Alexander, and have conftantly been prc-

fcived down to the pttfcnt day. Strabo Geog. lib. xv. Diodor. lib. ii. Sonnerat, Voyage au'x Indcs.

3 c 2 but
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but to cfft'ft this we were forced to approach within five leagues of it, as otherwife, front

the conftancy of weft winds, wc could never have effected this end *.

We afterwards fleered north-weft for two whole months together, (the months of

May and June) without any reft, and in this interval loft twenty-one men, including

Indians. We made a fingular obfcrvation on throwing them into the fea ; the corpfes

of the Chriftians floated with the face towards heaven, but thofe of the Indians with

the face downwards.

We were now almoft wholly deftltute of provifions, and had not heaven favoured us

with fine weather, we fhould all have periflied with hunger. On the gth of July, on a

Wednefday, we diftinguifhed Cape Vcrd Iflands, and anchored off that called Sant Jago.

As we knew we were in an inimical country, and expected we might excite lufpicion,

we had the precaution of enjoining the men in the long boat, whom we fent on fhore

for provifions, to fay that we had touched at this port on account of our foremaft being

fplit on croffmg the line, which occafioned us to lofe fo much time, that the captain-

general, with two other veffels,had continued his courfe to Spain without us. We more-

over fpoke in fuch manner as to caufe them to imagine we came from the fhores of

America, and not from the Cape of Good Hope. We obtained credit, and our long-

boat was twice laden from fhore with rice, in exchange for different merchandize.

In order that we might difcover if our journals had been regularly kept, we enquired

on fliore what day it was, and was anfwered Thurfday ; this occafioned us much fur-

prife as, according to our journals, it appeared to be Wednefday. We could not be

fatisfied of having loft a day ; and for my part I was ftill more aftonifhed at the circum-

ftance than the reft, for I had enjoyed fo perfeft a ftate of health as to be able, with-

out interruption, to mark the days of the week, and the months. We afterwards

found that there was no miftake in our calculation ; fince, having conftantly travelled'

weftward and followed the courfe of the fun, on our return to where we departed from

we ought naturally to have gained twenty-four hours on thofe who remained on the.

fpot ; this, to be convinced of, requires but a moment's refleftion.

The long-boat on its third trip, we perceived, was detained, and we had reafon to.

fufpeft by the movements of certain caravellas, that a defign was meditated againft our
ihip ; in confequence, we refolved on immediate flight. We afterwards were informed

that it had been flopped on account of one of the failors having divulged our fecret, by
relating that the captain-general was dead, and that our fhip was the only one of the

fquadron of Magellan which had returned to Europe.

Thanks to Providence, on Saturday, 6th September, we entered the bay of San
Lucar ; and of fixty men of which our crew confifted on our leaving the Malucho^

Iflands, but eighteen remained, moft of whom were fick. The refidue had either ran

away from the fhip at the ifland of Timor, had for different crimes there been puniflied

with death, had died of hunger, or become prifoners to the Portuguefe at Sant Jago.

From our departure from the bay of San Lucar to the day of our return, we
reckoned to have failed upwards of fourteen thoufand fix hundred leagues, having cir-

cumnavigated the globe from eaft to weft.

On Monday, 8th September, 1522, we caft anchor near the Mole of Seville, and
fired the whole of our artillery.

On Tuefday, we repaired in our fliirts, barefooted, and carrying a taper in our hands,

to the church of our Lady of Viftory, and to that of Sta. Maria de Antigua, as we
had vowed to do in the hour of danger.o

* The fame occurred to Captains Di'xon and Landsdown. (Dixon's Voyage.)

3 On
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On leaving Seville, I went to Vagliadolid, where I prefented to His facred Majefty

Don Carlos (Charles V.) neither gold nor filver indeed, but things far more precious

in his eyes : among other articles, I prefented him a book written with my own hand,
in which, day by day, I had fet down every event on our voyage.

I left Vagliadolid as early as I was able, and repaired to Portugal, to prefent to King
John a narrative of what I had feen. Afterwards I travelled through Spain to France,
where I prefented different articles from the other hemifphere to the Queen Regent,
mother of the Mofl Chriftian King, Francis I.

At length I returned to Italy, where I devoted myfelf for ever to the fervice of Signor
Philippe de Villers I'lle-Adam, Grand Mafler of Rhodes, to whom alfo I gave the nar-

rative of my voyage.

IL CAVAGLIERO ANTONIO PIGAFETTA.

EXTRACT
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EXTOACT FROM TPIE TREATISE ON NAVIGATION

OF IL CAVAGLIERO ANTONIO TIGAFETTA.

Preface of amoretti,

Tranjlator of the Voyage Into modern Italian and into French.

rT^HE Treatife on Navigation, which, in our manufcript is found at the end of the

JL Voyage, is not afluredly a work calculated for the inftrudlion of navigators of the

prefent day ; neverthelefs it deferves publication in my efteeni, as much on account of

the honor it does its author, as its ferving to throw light on the hiftory of the human
mind, by fhewing the progrefs made in the art of navigation at the commencement of

the fixteenth century.

AH, acquainted with the fclences, at this time know the method by which the latitude

and longitude are determined any where, even in the open fea, and are alfo apprized of

the variation of the magnetic needle ; but in the time of Pigafetta the knowledge of

thefe matters was a myftery to all except the higher clafs of the learned. The nautical

inftruments were the aflrolabe and the compafs, of the variations of which latter even

pilots, in general, were ignorant, as is deduced from the fpeech of Magellan to his

fquadron *. Regiomontanus had indeed already invented his meteorofcope f, to deter-

mine the diftances of places from each other, as well in longitude as in latitude ; and by

means of a fimilar inftrument it was that Amerigo Vefpucci, in 1499, after a tempefi:

in which the whole of thofe on board his veffel had loft their reckoning, afcertained his

pofition in midft of the Atlantic Ocean, by an obfervation of the conjunftion of the

moon with Mars, which had been calculated by Regiomontanus himfelf for the latitude

of Ferrara \. But the ufe of thefe inftruments, as well as fuch calculations, were fo

little known, that Vefpucci was regarded by the ftiip's company as a wonderful man, to

whom, in confequence, they gave the command of the veflel : he was afterwards en-

trufted with other grand enterprizes, in one of which he found occafion to give his

name to the new continent.

Now, thefe methods, with which few perfons at that time were acquainted, and of

which Pigafetta had made himfelf mafter, are nearly the fame as thofe now in ufe. The
latitude of a place is afcertained by taking the elevation of the pole at night, and by
obfervations of that of the fun at noon. The elevation of the pole is found by that of

fome ftar the latitude of which is known, generally the polar ftar, which, in the fpace

of twenty-four hours, defcribes a fmall circle round the pole. This circle was known
to Pigafetta; and he was not affuredly very wrong in his ftatement, for its radius was
3" '7' 2)7"^ notvvithftanding it is now but 1° 46', the polar ftar approaching gradually

towards the pole, after a rate which, in the lapfe of fo many years, has occafioned this

difference. In order to find the vertical diftance of the polar ftar from the pole, as now,
it was the cuftom then to obferve the pofition of fome ftar about the polar, under the

* See Book ii. of the Voyage of Pigafetta, page 323.

t See the Introduflion to above Voyage, parag. iii. and note.

\ Bartolozzi Ricerche criiiche fulla vita d' Amerigo Vefpucci.

8 fame
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fame meridian, or making feme known angle with it. In the prefent day it is ufual to

obferve the ftar y of Cafliopea, which is called the Girdle *, and is nearly under the

fame meridian. In the time of Pigafetta they obferved the relation the polar ftar bore

to the liars p and y of the LelTer Bear, which form a triangle with the polar ftar and
the pole. After which they faftened a triangular rule on the centre, or pole, of the

aftrolabe, by the obtufe angle on which it turned t- Even now a rule nearly fimilar is

ulcd, and the inftrument uied for this purpofe is called nofturlabe
J. But, fpite of the

different pofit.on and diflance of the ftars, and notwithltaiiding the inftruments ufcd in

the prefent day are diflimilar to thofe at that time adopted, it is vifible that the method
of afcertuining the latitude by the height of the pole at ni<jht, and of the fun by day,

arc ilill the fame ; and thefe methods it is that our author teaches for finding the lati-

tude at fea.

With refpeft to the afcertainment of the longitude, Meflieurs de la Lande and
Bougainville conceive the method by taking the horarv angles of the moon is the fafefl

and moft convenient § ; and Tricfnekcr ||, with Bouguer^[, affirm, that the belt method
is by the conjunftion with, and eclipfes of the ftars by the moon. Our author recom-
mends the fame in the two firll of the thrjc methods he gives for this purpofe. And
as he fails to fpeak of the mode of finding the longitude by fblar eclipfes, it is evident

that with this he was unacquainted, and confequently that he did not fee Magellan prac-

tice it at the river of Sta. Cruz, as Calfatneda affirms **.

I am aware that all the obfervations made were computed upon the almanacks of the

day, and that thefe almanacks were far from calculating with that precifion which is

admired in the cphemerides of the prefent time the different phenomena of the hea-

vens : I know that the lunar tables were then much lefs perfedt than they now are, and
that Pigafetta had not the advantage of being enabled, as the telefcope had not yet been

invented, to obferve the eclipfes of the fateliites of Jupiter. All rcfults then refted on
obfervations made with very imperfed inftruments, and efpeciallv the aflrolabe, of which

Pigafetta often fpeaks, the meteorofcope, the torquetum, the backflafF, and the univerfal

circle, inftruments and machines which were neither certain in their refults nor eafy or

commodious to ufe, as are now the fexiant of Hadlcy, the Engliih quadrant, the circle

of Borda, and other inftruments fo formed that the motion of the veffel is no impedi-

ment to their being ufed, nor capable of affeding their exaditudc. The corrednefsof

the refult of obfervations for determining the longitude nccelfarily depends on the pre-

cifenefs of the tiine at which the obfervations are made, and the relation it bears to that

of the country the longitude of which is known, or fuppofed to be known : at that

period the only means of determining the hour was by the fand glafs, in the conftruc-

tion and ufe of which it is impoflible to be exad, fo that indeed Pigafetta himfelf did

not rely on it. But at prefent we havG excellent chronometers and fea-watches,

which are not liable to any variation, or which, if they experience any, are readily cor-

reded. By means of thefe it is that we obtain that precifion of time which allows of

the longitudinal diftance being afccrtaincd with the utmofl exaditude, a matter as diffi-

cult until this invention as it was material for navigators ; and for the dilcovery of

• Fou^ucr, Traitc de Navigation.

f Thcfc machines are to be ftcn in Apiano. Aflronomicum Cxfareum ; and in Liicini. Arcano del

marc. •

J Didlionnaire de la Marine, artic. Nocturlabe, where the figure of this inftrument is given.

^ Bougainville Voyagi-, tome \\ p. 65.

II
Ailgenuinc Geocjr Eplicin. Jan. 1798.

^ 'I'roitc de Navigation.

•• Page xx:iix. note li.
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xvhich Spain and Holland, and after them England and France, have proffered, and
already given very confiderable rewards. It is therefore evident that P'gafetta,

having no exaft data, could only give doubtful refults ; but this does not taks away
from the aflronomei-s and navigators of his time the merit of having conceived, nor

from our author that of having praftifed, methods which, in modern times, have been

brought to perfeftion, by removing theuncenainry refulting from the ufe of bad inlLru-

ments, and a want of corred aitronomical and phyfical obfervations.

The celebrated nan'gator, Bougainville, fi>me fliort time back read a memoir to the

National Inftitute of Paris *, in which he drew a comparifon between the means p^f-

feffed by Magellan and the immortal Cook: were I to repeat his remarks, we fliouid,

without doubt fee that, if Cook made more extenfive and important voyages, Magellan,

dcftituteas he was of the grand means poffefTed by the F.pglifli Commodore, undertook

a voyage which exafted a man of far fuperior talents to his contemporaries, as well as

of much greater energy of character. And, as Pigafetta wrote his trealife after the

Voyage t, it is highly probable that he received from Migellan liirnfclf the nautical in-

ftru£tions he has given, and that this captain-general was taught th.-m by theallronomer

Faleiro, whofe knowledge was fo admirable in his time as to caufe him to be fufpeded

of being infpired by fome demon.

One cannot, it is true, attribute praife to our author v/hen he attempts to explain the

movements of the planets and ftars by the fyftem of Ptolemy, the abfurdity of which

is now demonilrated ; but on the other hand this error cannot b? confidered as blame-

able in him, when we refleft, that it was then in mcafure confecrated, and call to mind
the misfortunes of Galileo, which were owing to his daring to oppofe the fyftem of

Copernicus, a century even later. Pigafetta was moreover in error when he pretended

to have difcovered the longitude by means ot^ the variation of the magnetic needle ; but

even this error is excufable on referring to the age in which he lived, and confidering

that he was deceived by a falfe theory ; for he imagined that there were in the heavens

fome fixed fpot towards which the needle conflantly pointed
J ; and he was in fome

meafure confirmed in his opinion by the faft ; for at that time the magnetic needle on
the firfl meridian, fixed by Ptolemy at the ifland of Ferro §, was fubjecl to little, if a.i\j

deviation, and in other places the degrees of longitude correfponded with the degrees

of deviation of the needle from the north. Add to all this that the author of the

Arcano del Mare, a clafFicat book on navigation, among other means of finding the

longitude at fea, recommends the paying attention to the variation of the compafs
|) ;

and that the celebrated Halley, after attentively noticing the obfervations of navigators

on the deviation of the needle, conceived it pofTible to form circles by means of which

the longitude of places might be determined by the variation, he himfelf being ignorant

that this variation is progrefTive, and inconftant in its progreflion, and that confequently

it cannot be fabjecled to calculation j and moreover that computation, as was obferved

• Allgemeine Geoprr. Ephem. Decemb. 1 79!?, p. 553.
+ In the Trpatifc he quotes his Voyage, in which he fpcaks of the ftars round the fouthern pole.

f It muft tieverthelcfs be obftived that he only adopts this explanation of the phenomenon for want of
a better.

§ By the table of the declenfions of the magnetic needle, publidied by the learned Lambert in the

«phinieride3 of Berlin, ( Aftrr.noinifche Jahrbuch for the year 1779) it will be found, by means of a (hort

calculation, that at the be£jinning of the llxteenlh century the magnetic equator, or the " of deviation, was
near the iflH.^d of Tenerllfe. At prefint it is diftant, and every day btcomes further from it. M de
Bougainville fnnud the declenfion of the needle in this part to be i.j.^ 4.1' W. ; and Staunton, who acconrv.

panitd Lord Macartney on his Embafly to China, 17° 35' W.
II Tome i. p. xi,

by
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by Cook *, will always be vague, on account of the variation in the fame place and at

the fame time being different with different needles.

,
Among the means of afcertaining every day the longitude of any fpot while at fea,

Pigafetta does not mention the log-book or log,— not becaufe he was unacquainted with

it ; for he obferves that they meafured the way they made by means of the chain f,
which is the fame thing ; but probably becaufe he knew the inadequacy of this mode,
cfpecially in navigating from one parallel to the other, in the direSion of fecondary

winds, and where borne away by currents the rate of which cannot be duly afcertaiiicd.

After indicating the means of determining the latitude, Pigafetta gives a long cata-

logue of the latitudes, boreal as well as auftral of the countries, ports, promon-
tories, &c. known to navigators in his time ; but this catalogue, being merely a copy
of what may be fecn in books of geography of the fixteenth century, I have thought
it unneceffary to publifli.

I fiiould occafionally have found it highly difficult to comprehend this Treatife on
Navigation, adapted by the author to the information, but cfpecially to the inftruments

of his time, but for the mufieum of our library, which furniflied me with aftrolabes,

compaffes, the machine pointing out the winds, and other inftruments and books ufed

by navigators at the commencement of the fixteenth century. By comparing thefe

inftruments and drawings in the books with what he wrote, I fucceeded at length in

comprehending a number of words and phrafes made ufe of by him. Still I think it

juft to declare to the reader, that, generally fpeaking, I have much abridged this

treatife, not only becaufe in many parts it contained trivial information, and that fome-

times repeated, but alfo, and that more cfpecially, on account of the text being fre-

quently unintelligible, more, 1 have no doubt, owing to the negligence of the copyift,

than that of the author. I thought it better, where this has been the cafe, wholly

to omit what was not eafy of comprehenfion than to torture my brain with en-

deavours at gueffmg the meaning of the author, and putting in his mouth poffibly

words that he never uttered.

P

EXTRACT OF THE TREATISE ON NAVIGATION OF PIGAFETTA.

Dcfcription of the Armillaty Sphere.

THE armillary fphere, the defign of which Pigafetta promifes to give, is ufed by

him to explain the fyftem of the univerfe according to Ptolemy, and might be ufed as

an aftrolabe ; for on the top of it is a kind of femicircle, or ring, which fcrves for its

fufpcnfion when employed as an aftrolabe. Pigafetta begins his treatife with a dofcrip-

tion of the fyftem of the world, in imitation of all thofe who have preceded or followed

him in writing on the elements of the art of navigation.

" The earth," he kiys, " is round ; it is fufpended and motionlcfs in midft of the

celeftial bodies. The primum mobile is refident in the axis of the two poles, the

Hr£tic and antarftic ; which two poles arc fuppofed to be united through tlie poles of

• Third Voyage, book f. t Book ii. gf thi« Voyage*

VOL. XI, 3 B ^^*
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the earth : this axis revolves from eaft to weil, and in its revolution carries with It the

planets and all the ftars. Bcfides this there is an eighth fphere, the poles of which

are 23" 33'* from the equinodtial line; the axis ot this fphere turns from weft to

eaft.

" The circumference of the earth is fuppofed to be divided into three hundred and

fixty degrees, and to each degree are afligned feventeen leagues and a half: the cir-

cumference of the earth is conl'equently fix thoufand three hundred leagues. The
league by land is three miles, the fea-league is fourf.

" The ten circles of the armillary fphere, the fix larger of which have the fame

centre as the earth, ferve to determine the climates and geographical fcite of places.

The ecliptic fhews the courfe of the fun and planets. The two tropics point out the

diftance to which the fun diverges from the equator, northward in fummer, and in

winter fouthward. The meridian, ever variable as it pafTes through all the point of the

equator, cutting it vertically, defignates the longitudes, and on this circle it is that the

latitudes are marked."

Of the Latitude.

After a defcriptlon of the fyftem of Ptolemy, and after explaining every part of the

armillary fphere, the author teaches the manner of taking the height of the pole, by
which means the latitude is found. He places the pole at o and the equator at 90° |.

It is well known that at prefent we reckon from o to 90, beginning from the equator

and proceeding to the pole.

" I. The polar ftar," he fays, " is not precifely on the point correfponding with

the axis of the earth, but like all the other ftars it revolves about this point. In order

to know the true pofition of the polar ftar with refped; to the pole, that of the guards

* The declination of the ecliptic, which anfwers to the poles of the eighth fphere of oun author,

is now 23" 28' js)".

f Suppofing the terreftiial globe under the equator to be fo divided that half its circumference /hould

confift of land and half of water, and giving confequcntly to each league three miles and a half, we fliall have for

the circumference of the globe under the equator twenty-two thoufand and filty miles ; a fum differing

but little from that which refults from giving fixty miles to each degree, which makes the circumference

twenty-one thoufand fix hundred miles. Amoretti.
Here the Italian editor wholly miftakes his author, and fhews greater ignorance than could have been

fuppoftd in a librarian having accefs to works on navigation, and digefting a treatife on this fcience. All

that was meant by Pigafetta in his obfervation that a league by land is but three miles, while a league at

fea is four, is to admonifh the reader that in his computation of the circumference of the earth at fix thou-

fand three hundred leagues, he means fea and not land leagues, for if the latter were taken the circum-

ference would be eight thoufand four hundred. That this is the cafe is evidently clear from his obferving

that the fea league is of fuch length that feventeen and a half go to a degree, confequcntly feventy miles.

Now the degree of longitude on the equator is 69,-=- Englifh miles, and the circumference of the globe

24,902 of thefe miles, which comes very nigh the computation of Pigafetta. Geographical miles were

utterly out of the queftlon with him, (thofe to which Amoretti adverts m computing 60 to a degree). It

is not however equally evident what mile he alludes to when he Hates the league to confill of four; the

degree meafures 67,-rVg of the prefent miles of Milan, 68,/— of thofe of Tufcany, 6o,jVo of thofe of

Venice, and 74,-rJ-5 of thofe of Rome. Eng. Tr.

\ This again is another error on the part of Amoretti, which attention to the text of the voyage in

every inilance where the latitudes are marked will cleatly fhew ; it is slfo evidently a mif-flatement from

the tenor of the two inllruftions v\'hlch follow for finding the latitude, firft by an obfervation of the polar

ftar, and fecondly of the fun. Pofllbly, though he fays he declined bewildering his brain in endeavouring

to folve fome apparently incomprehenfible parts of this treatife, Amoretti did not defift fiom the attempt

until it had become confiderably clouded ; at leaft thus much may fairly be conjectured from the ftate-

mi.nts which have produced this and the preceding note. Eng. 1'b..

muft
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mufl be obferved * : if they fhould be on the weftern arm t, the polar ftar Is 1° above

the pole ; if on the rule or line
I,

the polar ftar is 3" 30' beneath the pole § ; if on

the caftern arm the polar ftar is i° below the pole. When defirous of taking the

height of the pole, after obferving in what pofition the guards are, and after afcertain-

ing the height of the polar ftar from the horizon, the degrees that this ftar is above

the pole, or below, muft be fubtracted, or added. I have fpoken of the antarclic pole

in the narrative of my voyage.
" II. The latitude of a place may likewife be found by the height of the fun

:

ift. When between the equator and the arftic the fliade at noon falls towards that

pole, the number of degrees and minutes of the fun's declination on that day muft

be fought for in the almanack, and be dedudted from the degrees and minutes of its

elevation, taken by obfervation ; fubtra<5ling afterwards the remaining degrees from
90°; the refult will be the boreal latitude. 2d. When, being in the northern hemifphere,

the fun has a northern declination, and the fliadow falls towards the fouth ||, the

declination of the fun on that day being found; it muft be added to its elevation above

the horizon, and the fum of the two be dedufted from 90" ; the remainder is the lati-

tude north. 3d. When the fun is between the equator and the antarftic pole, and
the fliadow falls at noon towards the fouth, the amount of the declination of the fun

muft be deducted from its elevation, as in the firft rule, and the remainder be fubtracted

from 90°, which will give the latitude fouth. 4th. When, as well as the fun, the

obfervcr is between the equator and the antarftic pole, and the fhadow at noon falls

towards the north, the fum of the declination of the fun muft be added to its elevation,

as in rule the fecond, and the amount be dedufted from 90" ; the remainder gives the

latitude foulh. 5th. When the height of the fun is 90% the diftance of the obferver

from the equator will be equal to the declination of the fun ; and if the fun has no
declinatio^i on that day he will be on the equator. 6th. If the obferver be north

of the equator, and the fun be in the fouthern figns, the amount of its declination on
that day mult be added to its elevation, and the fum be deducted from 90" ; the rcfidue

is the diftance north from the equator. 7th. By a fnnilar operation, when the

obferver is fouth of the equator, and the fun in the northern figns, the latitude fouth

may be found."

Of the Longitude.

" Longitude indicates the degrees from eaft to weft, t have ftudled different

methods of afcertaining it, and felefted three, which appear to me the beft ^. The
laft is the moft convenient for thofe unacquainted with aftrology. Pilots now a days

are fatisficd with knowing the latitude, and are fo prefumptuous they refufe to hear

mention of longitude,

* See the preface to this Extrafl, page 384.

f By this the arm of the iiiflrumcnt iifcJ is to be underflood j this Inftrument Was probably the me-

teorofcope of Rcgii)montaiuis, whicli liarl a crofs in the tniddle, or perhaps the common allrolabe, with

the dioptre, or medcclino as Pigafetta calls it, on the equator.

:j: Pigafetta means the meridional line from the pole to the equator.

^ I have prcvionlly remarked that, although the radius of the circle defcribcd by the polar (lar mea-

fures at this time no more than a degree and a half, in the time of Pigafetta it mcafured 3° 17' 37" ; con-

fequcntly wlicn our author fays 3'^ 30' he is not very wide of the truth ; and wlicn the impetfedioti of tlic

diffeieiit inftrumcnts ufcd by him ia conlidered, there can remain no caufe for furprize al an error of fuch

little magnitude.

II
As occurs when the obferver is between the place of the fun in the ecliptic and the equator.

^ 'i'hcfe three methods are probably thofe which, according to Caftagneda were taught Magellan by
the allrologer Falciro.

302 " ifl.
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" I ft. By the latitude of tlic moon one may form a judgment of the longitude of

the fpot where the obfervation is made. By the latitude of the moon is underftood

its diftance from the ecHptlc. Ihe ecliptic is the line of route or orbit of the fun.

The moon in her rotation conftantly gets further from this line until at her greateft

diftance from it ; afterwards fne approaches it again until in conjunttion with the

dragon's head or dragon's tail *, when fhe cuts the ecliptic. Now, as the moon, en

receding from the ecliptic, at the fame time pafles to the weft, flie muft necellarily have

a greater latitude on one part of the globe than the other ; and when her latitude is

known, which is afcertained in degrees and minutes by the aftrolabe, her pofiiion ealt or

weft is found, and the number of degrees and minutes ftie diverges to either quarter.

But the longitude of the fpot of obfervation cannot be determined without knowing

exadly in what latitude and longitude the moon ought to be at the fame inftant at the

place of departure, at Seville for example : when the latitude and longitude of the

moon at Seville in degrees and minutes are known, by comparing them with the lati-

tude and longitude of the fpot, the difference will ftiew how many hours and minutes

the meridian in which the obfervsr may be, is diftant from that of Seville ; and thus

the longitude from that city may be afcertained.

" 2d. The moon furniflies me with another method of determining the longitude

of any fpot ; but for this purpofe muft be known the precife inftant when at Seville

the moon is in conjunclion with a certain ftar or planet, or when ftie is in oppofition

to the fun, or forms an exaftly afcertained angle with that planet, which I gather

from an almanack. Now, as either phenomenon occurs in the eaft before it docs in the

weft, I difcover my longitude weft by the time that has elapfed between its occurrence

at Seville and the inftant at which it is obferved by me. But if the phenomenon takes

place at the point of obfervation before it happens at Seville, the difference of time points

out the longitude eaftward. For each hour fifteen degrees of longitude muft be reckoned.
" No great genius is required to comprehend what I have mentioned. It lliould be

known that the moon has a peculiar movement, oppofite to the general one of the

heavens, feeing her courfe is from weft to eaft, and every two hours ftie paffes over a

degree and fome minutes. And as the moon is placed in the firft heaven and the

ftars in the eighth, flie occafionally eclipfes certain ftars, by pafting between them and
us, or intercepts their rays from our obfervance, an event which cannot take place at the

fame time to be feen at Seville and at Valentia, which the figure beneath will explain f."

D

• That is to fay, the nodes or orbit of the monn cut the ech'ptic.

f This figure was wanting in the mamifcript, but was eafily fupplied from the text.

By
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By this figure is feen that the rays of the flar D arc intercepted by the moon at C
from the oblervance of thofe at A, but not from that of thofe at B ; although when
the moon proceeds to E, the fame flar will in like manner be concealed from the gazer
at B.

" III. The compafs may likewife furnifh a much more ready means of difcovering

the longitude. It is well known that the compafs, or the magnetic needle which it con-
tains, conftantly points to one fixed fpot, on account of the tendency of the magnet
towards the pole. The caufe of this tendency is the magnet finding no point at reft

in the heavens except the pole, to which confequcntly it ever directs itfelf. This, at

lca(t, is the explanation I propofe of this phenomenon, and that which I fliall deem a
good one, until experience produce a better.

" To know, by means of the magnet, the longitude of a place, form a great circle,

in which the compafs may be placed, and divide this circle into three hundred and
fixty degrees : turn the compafs until the magnetic needle points to 360°, where the
arclic pole is indicated. When the needle is at reft drav/ a tliread from the arflic to

the antarctic pole, which may cut the centre, and let this thread be of greater length
than the diameter of the compafs. After this take the line of noon, which is to be
determined by the greateft elevation of the fun : turn then the compafs until the thread
which traverfes it is on the line of the true meridian, that is to fay, on the fliadow caft

by the dial at noon ; then, with the remainder of the thread, draw a line from the

antarftic pole of the needle which puffing through the centre may cut the fleur-de-

lis which points out the north, and obferve how many degrees the needle is diftant

from the meridional line, that is from the true pole ; the number of degrees diftant

will indicate the number of degrees of longitude from the fpot where the compafs
points true * : confequently, the more exatt the obfervation of the true meridian, the

more exaftly will the degree of longitude be determined. By what I have laid will be
feen that the meridian muft never be determined by tiie compafs, becaufe it north-cafts

or north-wefts t immediately after a departure from the true meridian, but with the

aftrolabe at noon ; and the noon muft be found by afcertaiimient of the inftant of the

greateft elevation of the fun.

" When the height of the fun at noon cannot be taken, it may be determined by a

fand-glafs, by reckoning the hours of the night, from the inftant the fun fets to that of

its rifing. When the length of the night is thus kr.own, that of the day is gathered

by fubtrading it from twenty-four ; by dividing tiiis by two the fum is the time from
fun-rife till noon, at which inftant the gnomen will indicate the meridian. But the

fand-glafs being oftentimes incorrcft, it is far better to take the height of the pole, by
means of the aftrolabe and its mediclino |.

" The true meridian may alfo be found, or rather the equinodial line which cuts

the meridian at right angles, by obferving the points at which the fun rifes and fets,

and meafuring its deviation north or fouth from the equinox. To effect this, an
afirolabe is made of the earth ; that is to fay, a circle is formed reprefenting the cir-

cumference of the earth divided into three hundred and fixty degrees. Fix two pins

* That is to fay, when the magnetic needle coincides with the meridian.

-f-
Mtaiiiiijr it deehncs towards ihe tall or the well troiii the mirlli.

;}: I cannot find tliat any allrononier or allrolojfer in the days of Pijjafetta, for example Rojjiomontaniij,

Apianll^, Gimnia Fiilius, Danti, t lavius &c. make a^y mention whatever of the meJreiiiio; but by what
out author hcie fayi>, as well as in other places, i' fiims the mediclino i^ the moveable rule fixrd on the

centre of the alirolabc, which is fumelimtii denominated alhidade, at others dioptre, and in Italian

traguardo.

in
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in this circle in fuch manner that a line from one to the other may cut the centre, and

at fun-rife turn this circle in fuch manner that the pins may be in a line with the

centre of the fun ; at the inftant the fun fets repeat the fame operation. By this

means you will find the declination of the fun from the equinoQial line, whether

northward or fouthward. When you have determined the angle at which the fun

rifes and fets from the equinodtial line, you obtain the mean diftance, which is the

meridional line ; and you will thus fee how much the needle north-eafts or north-wcfls :

by the degrees of deviation of the needle you will know your longitude from the For-

tunate iflands, that is to fay, from Teneriffe, whether eaflward or weftward. This

method has the fanQion of experience *."

On Steering the Ship.

" Would you navigate to any country, it is firft requifite you fhould know its geo-

graphical pofition, that is to fay its latitude and longitude. After which, by the help of

the compafs you will fteer direttly towards it. And as the needle north-eafls or north-

wefts, its deviation mud be found by the means I have prefcribed ; then fubtrafl: or add
"what is neceflary to the compafs in order that the prow of the (hip, regulated by the

compafs, may conftantly point in the direSion required.

" If unfortunately the compafs fhould be loft, or if its real deviation from the meri-

•dional line fhould be unknown, the pilot muft regulate himfelf by the fun at noon.

When the meridian is fo fixed that it cuts direftly acrofs the vefTel its prow may be

dire£ted any way at pleafure. For example ; fuppofing the pilot would fteer from
north-eaft to fouth-weft, turn the compafs in fuch manner that the vefTel may have

its prow towards the weft and its poop towards the eaft ; then on the circle of the

•winds, divided into three hundred and fixty degrees, or four times ninety, fix two pins,

one at forty-five degrees from the eaft and the north, the other at equal diftance from
the weft and fouth ; turn then the helm fo that the two pins may be on the meridian,

and the prow will point whither the veffel is to fteer : provided the pins fhould not be
on the true meridional line, the courfe will be a falfe one, and muft be reftified.

When the vefTel makes the land the truth of what I fay will appear.
" By means of an aftrolabe compofed of plates t, the meridional line may readily

be found, as well as the poles and the cquinoftial line by obfervation of the fun by
day, and at night of the moon and ftars. For thefe laft, inftead of the verghezita J,
two fmall fticks muft be placed in the middle of the aftrolabe, through which the ftar

may be obferved."

After thus defcribing the method of giving the diredion wifhed for to the vefTelj

Pigafetta proceeds to teach the means of determining the point of the compafs to

•which the veflel in failing from one part to another fhould fleer. In order to make
himfelf the better underftood he adduces feveral examples. " Are you defirous,"

fays he, " of going from fouth to north, or from north to fouth, under the fame lon-

gitude, keep conftantly on the fame meridional line. Would you fail from eaft to

* I have already obferVed that in the time of Pigafetta the needle at the Canaries was nearly on the
magnetic equator ; and it muft further be obferved that chance has carried navigators into certain
parts where tlie degrees of declination correfponded with the degrees of longitude from the ifland of
Teneriffe.

+ ^^^^^"e aftrolabes made of different kinds of plates, the largeft for fake of lightnefs being of pafte-
board ; the others are of brafs or copper.

% This probably is the fame thing with the mediclino. See Note, page 389.

8 weft|



pigafetta's voyage round the world. 391

weft, or the contrary, keep always under the fame parallel. If inclined to proceed

from one fpot to another which is diftant as many degrees of longi'ude as of latitude,

you muft fteer 45^ towards the north-wefl or north-eaft, or towards the fouth-weft or

fcuth-eaft. If the difference of the latitude is greater than that of the longitude, add

to 45^ the number of degrees which the latitude has more than the longitude to the

pole to which you are iteering. For example ; fuppofe I wiflied to go from Cape

St. Vincent to Cape Bojador, 1 compute the degrees of longitude and latitude to know
the difference between the two capes ; I find the difference of longitude to be 5" 30',

of latitude ii'' : I therefore dedud: 5" 30' from 11°, and find the remainder 5° 30'

more than north-eafl towards the north, and lefs than fouth-weft towards the fouth.

If the longitude is greater than the latitude, the inferior number of degrees is in like

manner deduced from the greater ; and the courfe to fteer will be the remainder of

45% after fubtraiting the quotient. For example ; fuppofe I wifh to go from the ifland

Fcrro to Guadaloupe, I find the former lies in latitude 27^, the other in i^'' north;

I thus afcertain the difference to be 12° of latitude. I next obferve on the chart

their longitudes ; as that of Ferro is feen to be 1°, and that of Guadaloupe 45% the

difference is 44°; from this I fubtradt the 12^ of latitude, and have for a remainder

32°; this refidue I deduct from 45°, and have 13" for the difference. The courfe to.

fteer muft therefore be from north-eaft 13' north, to fouth-weft 13° fouth *."

Diretlioti of the Winds.

" The compafs, on which the rhumbs are marked, divided into 360", will give a

better idea of what I have juft now remarked, it being firft undcrftood that tlie pilot

muft reckon his point of departure from the centre of the compafs ; he mufl at the

fame time take care to determine precilely the true pole by the elevation of the fun,

and not from the needle, prone to deviate from the north towards the eaft and weft.

In order to learn whence the wind blows, fix a fmall ftick with a vane in the middle

of the compafs, fo placed as that the north and fouth may be upon the true meridional

line. The direction of the vane acted upon by the wind will Ihow whither it blows.

On the equinoctial line of the compafs are the eaft and weft ; at 45^ you find the

north-caft, north-weft, fouth-caft and fouth-weft; at 22 t° north-north-eaft and north-

north-weft, and fo with the reft."

* This lad is an crKir. Where the longitude is greater than the latitiule, the fiirplus flinuld be added

to the longitudinal diredion, whether cad or well. Thus, inllcad of llecring loutii-well 13° fouth, in

the inllancc of this problem, the vefl'el fiiould be lleercd foutli-wed 13' well. Esg.Tr.
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PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE CAVALHERO M. BEHAIM,

A CELEBRATED PORTUGUESE NAVIGATOR
;

WUh a DESCRIPTION of his TERRESTRIAL GLOBE.

Tranflated into Frencli from the German of Mr. De Murr, by H. J. Jansen, and from the French into

Englifh, for the firft time, for this Worki

^u't mare, qui terras, qui defcrlpjitque profundum

Terra orbem radio, adgrejfus fabrlcwnqueglobumquet

J
Ingenlem hunc nautam conor comprendere charlls

.

Resendios LusitanhJ.

WHAT Martin Behaim really was will here be found without exaggeration or de-

traction ; uni ccquus vcriiali. I have made a point of fearching with nice

fcrutiny into all that relates to this celebrated navigator; a labour in which I have been

greatly facilitated by the complaifance of the individual who at this tiine holds poflef-

fion of the papers belonging to the family. Finding mylelf thus richly provided with

authentic documents, I have fpared no care nor pains to throw light on a matter fo im-

portant in the hiftory of navigation as the life and merits of this great man. If I have

not wholly fucceeded, at leall I hope, by my exertions to have fulfilled the wi(h ex-

prefled by ProfeObr Gebauer, in his Hiftory of Portugal, page 1 23.
" It appears to me," fays he, " extretnely uncertain whether or no Martin Behaim

was really the firft who dlfcovered the new world, as Ricciolus affirms ; and whether or

no, as is infifted upon by Benzon, he ever paffed the Straits of Magellan. We are

not to conclude, from what is advanced by Schedel, in his Latin Chronicle, of the

difcovery of Congo being attributable to Martin Behaim and James Canus ; of their

having palTed the equinoftial line, and failed fo far towards the fouth that, on fronting

the eall their fliadow fell on their right hand ; that therefore they mufl have proceeded

as far as to America ; for the circumftance adverted to thus takes place always in the

Ibuthern hemifphere. The ancient deeds and diplomas confulted by Wuelfer, Wagen-
feil, Stuvenius, and Doppelmayr, make mention of no fuch fa£l. But what, in my
mind, renders the affertions of Ricciolus and Benzon exceedingly dubious, or rather

what ftands almoft utterly in oppofition to their affertions, is the globe of Behai:i8)t,

which muft have been conftrufted as late as 1492, the year on which Chriftoval Colon

began his voyage. Doppelmayr has given a plan of this globe ; and the more I exa-

mine this, the more I conceive doubtful that glory which Colon and Magellan have

hitherto had afcribed to them. It would not confequently be labor loft in any one to

make public the life of the Cavalhero, Martin Behaim, written in the llyle of the pre-

fent day, and without curtailing any thing, or making any addition to the aftual truth,

deducing the fafts from authentic documents alone. By fuch a procedure numerous
errors would doubtlefs be difcovered, as well in what has been faid in favour of, as

againft this navigator, errors which, as is juftly obferved by the Emperor Maximilian,

are infeparable from the hiftory of thofe who vifit diftant countries. This obfervation

vi'iW be well confirmed by the following fpecimen : Pieter Vander Ax, in a collection

of
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of voyngcs publifhed by him in Dutch, under the general title of ' A Colleclion of tha

mofl memorable Voyages and Travels to the Eart; and Well-Indies *,' at the beginnin'^

of the fecond volume, page vii. while fpcaking of the inducements by which Colon
was prompted to attempt his difcoveries, remarks, " he was confirmed in this opinion by
Martin Van Boheemc, a Portuguefe of the ifland Fayal, his friend, and a great

geographer f. It perhaps would be difficult to find in any other author fo great a
number of errors in lo fmall a fpace." Still this ftatemcnt has been copied by
Robertfon.

Wagenfcil, as appears from a paffage in a letter written by him from Leibnitz, to

Burnet |, in 1697, intended to have given to the world fome memoirs relative to Mralin
Behnim ; but it is fair to prcfume tliat, without the advantage of reference to the au-

thentic documents intruded to me, he would have produced little that could be new.
It is furprifing that Mr. Robertfon fliould have wiflied to deprive Germany of the

honor of having given birth to the Cavalhero Behaim ; and that he fliould affirm him
to be a Portuguefe, called Martino de Boemia, merely becaufe Hcrrera § fpeaks of a

certain Martino de Boemia, as a particular friend of Colon; and becaufe Gonicra
[|

fays that the King of Portugal pollefTed a globe made by this Martin of Piohemia ; and
that on fuch (lender authority he (hould make the extraordinary conclufion ^, " that

the Germans were probably induced to infer from the name of this artifl, ("Martin, of
Boemia), that he was born in Bohemia, and on this conjetture founded their imaginary
claim."

If a writer would give a hiflory of America, it is fit he fliould firfl: be acquainted with

the treatife of Stuvenius. That miflakes may be avoided fimilar to what I have noticed

of Robertfon, I have communicated the refult of my enquiries to Mr. Ruffel, who is

now employed on a hiftory of America, in which many errors of Mr. Robertfon will

be corredied ; and in the critique which Mr. Forfler is about to publifli on the work of
Robertfon, the grofs miflake I have noticed will no doubt excite his attention.

As in repeating the words of Behaim, I (liall frequently have occafion to refer to his

terreflrial globe, I conceive it necefTary to preface what I have to deliver by a defcrip-

tion of it, after firft faying a few words of the globes and charts of the ancients.

From a pallage of Ptolemey we may conclude that, a hundred and fifty years before

the Chriflian a:ra, Hipparchus traced the figures of ftars on a globe **. Still, the firfl

inventor of a terrcftrial globe is unknown
;
probably it was Anaximandcr, a difciple of

Thales, for in a palfage of Diogenes Laertius (Book ii. chap, i.) he flates, fpcaking of
him, that " he marked the confines of the land and feas upon a globe." Globes of

this defcription, that is to fay, terreflrial globes, are feen on ancient medals, and in

paintings of antiquity ft. Demetrius Poliorcetes caufed a terreflrial globe to be reprc-

I'entcd on his royal mantle
J J.

Xiphilin fays, after Dion, that Domitian ordered Melius

* Vtrfamcling dtr gedenkwaardigde zcc-cn-IainJ-rifTen na Oofl, en Weil Indicn jO deelcn in S'. Am-
fli.rdam, 1706.

t Dit/.i.- mcininE; wicrd hem door Martin Van Boheemc, van t'cyland Fayal gebooitig, een Povtiigccs,

zyntn vricnd, ecn groote wecreldkun digcr, bcvclligd.

J We arc led to cxpcifl the memoirs of a gentleman of Nuremberg, reputed to have knnwn Americ*
tcfoie Colon. Mr Wagenfiil fpeaks of this at kail in a work of gtogiapliy publifhed by him. (Pcra

jiivrnili ; S) nops. Geog. p. 105 )

§ Dtcad. i. lib. i. cap. ii ct Decad. ii. lib. ii. cap. xix.

II
Hlftoria General de las Indias, ch. xci.

^ Noie xvli. Book 2d of his Hiftory of America.
** Montutln. Hii oircdes Mathimatiques, tome I. p. 274.

ft Pittiire d'Ercole, tome xx. tav. fc'.

ij Plutarch. Life of Demetrius.

VOL. XI. 3 E Pompofianus
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Pompofumus to be put to death for having a terroftrial globe painted in his room, as if

he afpircd to fupreme power. With rcfpeft to the antiquity of geographical charts,

Fabricius * and Hauber t may be confulted. More than one interpreter of the Scrip-

tures pretend that geographical charts arc alluded to in the Book of Jofhua, chap. i8th.

In Egypt, Scfoflris, whom Father Tourmciiinc imagines to be the Pharaoh of Scripture,

direfted geographical charts to be conftrucled |. Ariftagoras, tyrant of Miletus,

fhewed to Cleomenes, King of Macedonia, a table of brafs, on which was reprefcnted the

pofition of ail the lands, feas, and towns from Sparta to Suza, the capital of Perfia §.

This verfe alfo of Propertius is well known :

Depifted worlds I ftrive from charts to know ||.

As well as the chart of Peutinger, of the time of Diocletian, (and not of Theodofius),

which my deceafed friend,, M. Scheyb, publifhed at Vienna in 1753. Agathodemon,
the mechanic of Alexandria, who lived in the fifth century, was the firft who conflructed

charts for the geography of Ptolomey.- Thefe are the twenty-feven charts yet in

exilfence, but which ailuredly had undergone confiderable changes previous to their

being rendered into Latin, in 147 1, by Nicholas Donis, a Benediciine of Reichenback
;

before which time the names were written in Greek charafters. In 1762, I faw, in the

pofTeflion ot Mr. Reimarus, at Hamburgh, the fragment of a chart of Italy, (Ptolomey,

tab. viii.) with the names in Greek, made in the eleventh century. In 1478, a copy of
this chart was taken at Rome, on brafs or pewter, the names of the places on which
were engraven with the punch. In 1482, Leonard Hal caufcd this chart to be carved

on wood, together with five other charts of modern geography, planned by Nicolas

Donis. Twenty-three charts of this coileftion at Ulm, which were reprinted in i486,

are to be found given upon vellum, and illuminated in the Latin manufcript of Ptolomey,

written in 1 502, which belongs to the library of the town of Nuremberg. In the library

of Ebner there is a beautiful manufcript of Ptolemey, confifting of one hundred and
three large Iheets in folio, with the twenty-feven charts of Nicolas Donis, in gum
painting. How ridiculous the opinion of the firfl Chriftians of Alexandria refpeding

the form of the earth, may be gathered from the reprefentation given of it in the

Chriflian Topography, which fome writers afcribe to Rofmas Indopleufle ^. Charle-

magne was accuftomed to dine from a filver table, on which a map of the world was
engraven ; fo, at leaft, we are told by Eginhard.

In a volume which contains a collection of the Voyages of Marco Polo, Saint Bran-

dan, Mandeville, Ulric de Friuli, and Johaii Schildperger, and which is ftill in the

library of the city of Nuremberg *•', the ancient owner of this book, Matthew Bratzl,

receiver-general of the domains of the Elector of Bavaria, among other notes inferted

by him in the year 1488, placed the following : " I have collected and joined together

the above-mentioned book, on account of a very beautiful and valuable map of the

world, which I have caufed to be planned with greatell care, in order that it may be of

fervice to thofe who fhall read the narratives of thefe travellers, and mflruft them re-

fpeding countries hitherto unknown ; teach them the manners and cuftoms of the in-

habitants ; and enable them, where the text may be infufficient for this purpofe, to dif-

cover the proper road, &c. I moreover requeft and will, that fuch of my heirs as may

* Page iv. edit. Reimarius. f Biblioth. Antiq. p. 1 95. % Euflathius ad Dionyf. Pan'eg.

§ Herodotus, lib. iv. chap. 49. ||
Cogor et e tabula pittos edifcere mundos.—Lib. iv. elcg. iii. v. 3 j.

^ Fabricius, Bibl. Gr. lib. iii. p. 61 3. *» Catal. Bibl. Solg. i. No. 34.

8 polfefs
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poflefs this map of the world, have likewife po(r»nion of the above-mentioned volume,

and that the two be never feparate the one from the other." This map of the world
is no longer to be found among the manufcrlpts of the library of Nuremberg, and there

is flrong reafon to conclude that it has long ago been lolt.

DESCRIPTION OF THE TERRESTRIAL GLOBE OF MARTIN BEHAIM.

The terreflrial globe of Martin Behaim is one foot eight inches, Paris meafure, in

diameter, and is fupported on a (land of iron of fome height, having three branches.

It is preferved among the archives of the family of Behaim.
The meredian is of iron, but the horizon of brafs ; this latter is of more recent form-

ation, (probably made by John Werner,) as feems to be indicated by the infcription on
the border, which is, "Anno Domini, 1510, die Novembris."
The countries belonging to difl'erent powers are marked on this globe by flags bearing

their arms. Thefe flags, as well as the dwellings and figures of the inhabitants of the

refpeclive countries, are painted with great nicety. The names of places are marked
in red and yellow ink. The globe is covered with black vellum. Every thing upon it

is indicated according to the defcriptions of Marco Polo and Mandeville, and exactly

after the manner conceived by Colon ; that is to fay, that Cipango, or Japan, is that

country which ftrctches farthefl: towards the eafl; ; this was the caufe that, on his

making difcovery of America, he miftook that continent for a part of Afia ; that he
gave it the name of the Well- Indies ; and that he preferved to the clofe of life the pro-

ject of finding a route to the Eaft-Indies by this courfe ; a project conceived alfo by
Cortez *, at the very time Magellan had already paflcd the famous fl:rait which bears his

name into the South Sea, and difcovered there the Philippine Iflands : for formerly

nothing in this quarter was thought of but Cipango and Cathay. If when Colon dif-

covered the ifland Guanahani, which is one of the Lucayes, he had continued his courfe

in a diredt line, he would infallibly have entered the Gulf of Mexico. Thus alfo he

failed of difcovering, in 1502, on his fourth voyage, the country of Yucatan, and the

whole coafl: of the Mexican Gulf, from which he was but thirty leagues diftantf.

Among the archives ot the family of Behaim is a toterably exact and pretty well

executed drawing of this globe, on two flieets of vellum.

At the lower part of the globe, near the antarctic pole, in a circle of fevcn inches

diameter, is painted the eagle of Nuremberg, and with it the head of a young madonna.
Below this, in the middle, are the arms of Nutzel ; on the right of the eagle, thofe of

the families Volkamer and Behaim ; and on the left thofe of the families of Groland
and Holzfcheuer. Round thefe paintings, on five lines, is infcribed as follows : " At
the requcft and order of the wife and venerable magiftrates of the noble imperial city

of Nuremberg, at prefent in ofiice," Gabriel Notzel, P. Volkamer, and Nicolas Groland,

this globe was defigned and executed, from the difcoveries and indications of the Caval-

hero Martin Behaim, a man well verfed in the cofmographic art, and one who has failed

over more than a third of the globe. The whole remainder, coUedcd with attention

from the works of Ptolomcy, Pliny, Strabo, and Marco Polo, and placed, the feas, as

well as the different lamls, according to their form and pofition, in purfuance to the order

of the before-mentioned magiftrates delivered to George Ilolzfchucr, who aililted in

the execution of this globe in 1492 ; which globe was left by tlie faid Martin Behaim
to the city of Nuremberg, as a token of remembrance and homage, previous to his

Robertfon, Hiftory of America, f Herrcra, lib r. cap. v.

•; E 2 return
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return to his wife, fettled in an ifland Teven hundred leagues diftant, where he propofes

to end his days."

On the lower part of the globe, beneath the equinoftial line, the following infcrip-

tion is feen :

—

" Be it known that this figure of the globe reprefents the whole extent of the earth,

in latitude as well as in longitude, laid down geometrically, 1° according to Ptolemey,

from the Cofmographia Ptoloincci ;
2" from the relations of the Cavagliero Marco

Polo, who travelled into the eaft in the year 1250, from Venice
; 3° from what the

rcfpeftable Doctor, Sir John Mandeville, publiilied in 1322, in his work on the

countries in the eaft unknown to Ptolomey, and on all the iflands pertaining thereto,

from which we draw our fpices and precious ftones ; and 4° from the voyages caufcd

to be undertaken by Don Juan King of Portugal, in 1485, to the remaining parts of

the globe in the fouth which were unknown to Ptolomey, at the difcovery of wliich I,

who made this globe, was prefent. Towards the weft is the fea called the Ocean, on

which alfo we have navigated beyond the limits defcrlbed bv Ptolomey, from the co-

lumns of Hercules to the Azores Iflands, Fayal and Pico, inhabited by the noble and

pious Ritter, Job de Huerter, of Moerkirchen, my dearly beloved father-in-law, who
refides there with the coloniftstranfported from Flanders, and who pofleffes and governs

them. Moreover, tovvards the gloomy regions of the north, are found on this globe,"

beyond thefpace known to Ptolomey, Iceland, Norway, and Ruflia, countries newly dif-

covered, and to which every year veffels are difpatched, notwithftanding people in

general are fimple enough to imagine, that, from the form of the globe all parts cannot

be travelled over or navigated."

Beneath Prince's Ifland, and thofe of Saint Thomas and Saint Martin, is written :

—

" Thefe iflands were difcovered by the veffels which the King of Portugal fent to thefe

keys of the countries of the Moors in the year 1484. They were then no other than

deferts, in which no man was found, nor any thing but forefts and birds. The King of

Portup-al annually traniports hither fuch of his fubjeds as have merited death, men and

women, and gives them lands to cultivate for their fupport, to the end thefe iflands may
be peopled with Portuguefe."

"' Item.—In thefe countries fummer reigns while with us it is winter ; and all the

feathery tribe, and all the quadrupeds, are differently formed to thofe of our country.

Much amber grows here alfo, which we, in Portugal, call algalhia."

Doppelmayr has given a reprefentation of this globe on a very fmall fcale, though,

generally fpeaking, in a pretty correct manner. However there are feveral places laid

down on the globe which Doppelmayr does not quote. I fliall fubjoin all that is written

upon it from a faithful copy taken by me from the globe itfelf.

At the Cape of Good Hope is written :

—

" Here the columns of the King of Portugal were erefted, in the year of our Saviour

" In the year from the birth of Jefus Chrift, 1.184, the illuftrious Don Juan, King

of Portugal, caufed two veffels to be equipped, called caravellas, well furniflied with

men, and with provifions and arms for three years. This equipment was ordered to

fail paft the columns raifed by Hercules in Africa, navigating conftantly towards the

fouth, and towards the countries where the fun rifes as far as might be pofTible ; the faid

King moreover caufed thefe veffels to be laden with all kinds of merchandize, to be fold

or bartered ; as well, he put on board eighteen horfes, richly caparifoned, defigned as

prefents for the Mooriih Kings, one to each, as we might deem expedient. Specimens

were likewife given to us of all kinds of fpices, to exhibit to the Moors, that they might

know
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know what obje£ls we came in fearch of among them. Thus equipped, we failed '"mm

the port of Liibon, fleering for Madeira, where the Portugal fugar grows ; and after

doubling the Fortunate Iflands, and the barren iflands the Canaries, we found fome

Moorifh Kings, to whom we made prefents, and from whom we received others in

exchange. We arrived in the country called the kinj^dom of Gambia, where grows

the cardamom-tree ; it is eight hundred German leagues diftant from Portugal: after

this we arrived in the dominions of the King of Furfur, which is twelve hundred Ger-

man miles or leagues further diftant, and in which the pepper grows called Portugal

pepper. Beyond is a country in which we found the cinnamon-bark. Being now two

thoufand three hundred leagues away from Portugal, we tacked about, and, after a

voyage of nineteen months, returned to our king and country."

On the other fide of the fouth cape of Africa, near Riotucunero (now Targoncro)

and Porto Bartholo Viego, the Portuguefe flag is painted, and by the fide of it appears

the following :

—

" Thus far the Portuguefe veflfels advanced, and here they erefted their columnj and
after a voyage of nineteen months they returned to their own country."

Cape Verd.

" It fhould be known that the fea, called the Ocean, which lies between Cape Verd
and this country, has a rapid current towards the fouth. AVhen Hercules had arrived

thus far with his fiiips, and noticed this phenomenon, he returned, and planted his co-

lumns, the infcription on which * proves that Hercules was not imagined to have pro-

ceeded farther ; but the writer of this article was difpatched beyond this point in the year

1485, by the King of Portugal."

From the globe of Bchaim, on which America is entirely left out, it is apparent that

he had no knowledge of this divifion of the globe at the period of its conffruchion, and

we may readily conclude that Stuvenius would never have written his treatife De vero

Novi Orbis Inventore, if he had feen this globe, of which he knew only by report, as

he himfclf acknowledges f. What Behaiin fays of the ifland Antilia, orSepte Ritade,

as well as of that of Saint Brandan, is given by him merely from the relation of others.

" The Fortunate Iflands, or thofe of Cape Verd, poffefs a healthy climate, and have

been inhabited by the Portuguefe ever fince the year 1472."

The Iflands Azores, or Cathcrides.

" Thefe iflands were peopled in the year 1466, when the King of Portugal gave

them, after much entreaty, to Ifabella, the Duchcfs of Burgundy, liis rili:er. At tliat

time an obflinate war raged in Flanders, with a great dearth ; and the faid Duchols

fent from Flanders to thefe iflands a number of people, men and women, and of all

trades ; with them likcwife flie fent pricfls, and every appendage to religious worfhip,

and feveral veflels freighted with furniture, and all things requifite for the culture of the

land and conflru6lion of houfes ; flie moreover made them a prefent of necelTarics for

fubfiflcncc fuflicient for two years, on condition that they, for time to come, fiiould think

of her at mafs, and every one fay for her one ave-maria. I'he number of perfons

fent on this occafion amounted to two thoufand ; fo that what with their defcendants,

and thofe who iiavc been added 10 their number from abroad, the population now

* Neplus ultra. f P.ige 43. E<Jit. Fraiicof aJ Mccutn, 1714,111 Svo.

amounts



noS pigafetta's voyage round the world.

amoimtsto many thoufands. In 1490, alfo, many thoufand perfons, Germans as well

as Flemings, rcfidcd here, who had emigrated under the noble knight Job de Huerter,

Lord of Mocrkirchcn, in Flanders, my dear father-in-law, to whom thefe iflands were

given for himfelf and his defcendants by the laid Duchefsof Burgundy. In thefe iflands

grows the Portugal fugar, fruits ripen twice in the year, and all kinds of provifion are

very cheap ; fo that they are competent to fupport a ftill greater number of inhabitants

who may go thither to fcek fubfiltence.

In the year of our Lord 1431, when the infant Don Peter reigned in Portugal, two

vefTels were fitted out by his orders, (tored with every rcquifite for twoyears' fubfiftence

of the crews, and difpatched for the exploration of the countries behind St. Jago de

Finifterre. Thefe veflTels, thus equipped, conflantly made fail towards the weft for the

fpace of nearly five hundred German leagues. At length they one day difcovered

thefe ten iflands, and on their landing found only deferts, and birds which were fo tame

that they never avoided man ; in thefe deferts no man was found, nor any quadruped,

which accounts for the tamenefs of the feathered race. On this account thefe iflands

received the name of Azores (Aftures) or gofs-hawks. Furthermore, in compliance

with orders from the King of Portugal, in the fucceeding year fixteen veflTels were dif-

patched hither, carrying with them all kinds of domeftic animals, a portion of each of

which was landed on every ifland that they might multiply thereon."

The IJJand Antilia, called alfo Scpte Ritade*.

" In the year of Chrift, 734, that year in which the whole of Spain was conquered

by the Pagans from Africa, the ifland Antilia, called alfo Septe Ritade, was peopled by

an archbifliop from Porto, in Portugal, accompanied by fix bifliops and a number of

Chriftians, men and women, who had fled from Spain with their cattle and effects. It

was a Spanifli veflel which, in 1414, approached the neareft to this ifland."

The I/land Saint Brandan\.

" In the year of Chrift, 565, Saint Brandan touched at this illand and landed here,

feeing many wonderful things 5 and after the lapfe of feven years, returned to his own
country."

Thd
* This is one of the mod remarkable things on the globe of Behalm. The Portugiiefe froni this ap-

pear to have known, even thus early, the name of Antilles, the explanation of which term is thus given in

the great Portugucfe Diftionaryof Blutean, under the head Antilhas. " He o noma de humas pequenas
iliias do archipelago da America Meridional afilkchamadas, como qiicm dilTera ilhas oppollas, ou fronticras

as grandes ilhas da America." This is the name of certain fmall iflands of the archipelago of Southern
America, fo denominated to fignify their being oppofite to or limitaneous of the great iflands of America.

f " Tliis ifland," fays Honorius Philoponus, of the order of Benedlftines (Nova typis tranfadla navi-

gatio novi orbis Indix Occidentalis R. R. patrum monachorum ordinis S. Benedifti, 1621 fol. pag. 14.)
" fome geographers and hydrographers call the ifland of Saint Brandun. It is fituate in the Northern
Ocean, off the Cortereal region, or that of New France in North America." It is placed, on the globe
of Behaim, between the latitudes o^ and 8 N. from 42° to 48° weft of the ifland of Ferro. The poiition

given by the defcription of Philoponus is that of Newfoundland, while excepting in his afcribing to it a
more weftern longitude than what that country has in reality (an error pardonable in his age) the fite of
the imaginary ifland of Behaim correfponds with that of Guiana.

This imaginary ifland feems alfo to have been called Inia, and the fabulous voyage of St. Brandan is

noticed in the fifth and fixth chapters of the Bibliotheca Horacenfi of Jean de Bos. St. Brandan is like-

wife mentioned in the Adis Sanctorum, d. xvi Maii (t. iii. p. 602) ; the paflage runs as follows :

—

" With his mailer (Bi:uidan) and his companions he prepared to viflt an ifland of great celebrity, fituate

in thofe parts of the Ocean, and called Ima, which was faid to bear no fmall refemblance to Paradife. A
vefftl
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The Feminine and Mafculine IJIands.

" Thefe two idands were peopled in the year 1285, the one by men, the other by

women only ; the two have communication with each other only once every year.

They are Chriflians, and have a bifhop dependent on the archbifliop of Scoria *.

The IJland Scoria.

" This ifland is fituate five hundred miles from the Feminine and Mafculine Iflands.

The inhabitants are Chriftians, and arc governed by an archbifliop. Very good filk

ftuffs are manufaftured there ; and much amber grows, as is related by' Marco Polo in

the 38th chapter of his third book.
" Item.—I muft obferve that the fplces which are fold in the iflands of the Eafl:

Indies pafs through a number of hands before they reach our country.
" In the fird place the inhabitants of the iflands called Great Java buy them in the

other iflands, where they are collefted by their neighbours.
" Secondly, thofe of the ifland Seylan f, where St. Thomas was interred, buy them

in the ifland of Java, and tranfport them to their own country.
" Thirdly, they arc landed again in the ifland of Seylan, to be fold or exchanged

with the merchants of the ifland Aurea, in the Cherfonefus, where they are warehoufed.
" In the fourth place, the merchants of the ifland Taprobane buy them in Seylan,.

and remove them thence to their own ifland.

" Fifthly, the Mahor.iedans rcfort to Taprobane from Aden, buy the fpices, pay the

duties, and tranfport them to their own country.

" Sixthly,, the people of Algiers afterwards purchafe them, and remove them, partly

by fea, but a greater diltance by land carriage.

" In the feventh place, the Venetians and others buy them of thefe people.

" Eighthly, the Venetians part with them in barter, or fell them to the Germans;.
" Ninthly, they are then expofed for fale at Frankfort, Prague, and other places.

" In the tenth place, they reach England and France.
" The eleventh hands they pafs through are thofe of the retailers, of whom, in

" The twelfth place, the conlumcr purchafes them ; hence may be feen the great

charges to which they muft needs be fubjeiEt, and the vail profit collectively deduced.
" Twelve feparate gains are derived from them, exclulive of their being fubjecl; many

times to a duty of one pound on ten of their value. It mull moreover be noticed, that

vedel of good fi/.e being filttJ out for tlie piirpofL-, with all things proper and necctTary, tlicy embarked,

the number of brethren being about ninety live, trailing and hoping at all times in Jefus Chrill, whom, the

only begotten of God the Father, the winds and feas eternally obey. After long wandering over the main,,

and a confiderable time had claplcd without any accident bctalling them, or lofa even of one of thtir number,

and after their fearch foi the ilhiiul had proved wholly fruitkfs, tired of their lo'irj voyage, doubling the

Orcades and the rell of the Northern Illands, they returned lo their own country."

In chapter lixth, likewife is faid

—

" Machutus, being ordainid a bifhop, with his holy mailer Brandan, and other equally fandified men,
departed on a voyage to the ifland before-mentioned, an ifland exceedingly extolled by m.ny, and reputed to

be peopled by a celclli.il hoil. In this voyage they employed (even years, and each returning year fuc-

ceflively celebrated the holy fellival of Ealler at fea." /Vttct this follows the well known hillory of giants

brought to life after death, of whales, ,S:c. The learned Jcfuit, Godfrey llenfchenius, who minutely Icruti-

nized the hiftory of the life of St. Brandan, fays, Cujus hitloria, nt fabuli-, reperta, omitlitur.

• Marco Polo writes Scoira. f Willi Marco Polo, Sejlam.

in
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in the canern countries years of dearth often occur, fo that it is by no means furprifing

when the fpices reach the confumcr they fliould obtain ahrioft their weight in gold. This

is what Matteo Bartolomeo, a Florentine, relates, who returned from India in the year

1424 ; and who accompanied Pope Eugene IV. to Venice, and recounted to him what

he had obfervcd during twenty-four years refidence in the Eaft."

JJland TaprobaiK.

" Many wonderful things are told refpedting this ifland in ancient hiftory, of the

manner in which its inhabitants fuccoured Alexander the Great, and how they raarchcd

to Rome, and made alliance with the Emperor Pompey. This ifland is four ihoufand

leagues in circuit, and is divided into four kingdoms, in which are a great quantity of

gold, pepper, camphor, aloes, and gold duft. The people adore idols j the men are of

huge flature, robuft, and good aftronomers.

. JJland Madagafcar.

" Thefailorsin the Indies where Saint Thomas is buried, in the province of Moabar,

generally go in twenty days from tiiat country to the ifland of Madagafcar ; but when
they return home they are more than three months on the voyage, on account of the

currents, which run very ftrong towards the fouth. This is what Marco Polo relates

in his third book, chapter 39."

Ifland Zanzibcr.

" This ifland, called Zanziber, is two thoufand leagues in circumference ; it Is go-

verned by its peculiar king, has a language of its own, and the iflanders are idolaters.

They are of extraordinary fize, four times as ftrong as we are, and eat as much as five

common men. They go entirely naked, are perfeftly black, very ugly, have large long

cars, enormous mouths, and frightful eyes, four times as large as men in general.

Their women are equally fliocking in appearance. Thefe people live on dates, milk,

rice, and meat. No wine is made among them, but they prepare a very palatable

beverage from rice and fugar. They carry on a confiderable trade in amber and ivory.

Many elephants rove through the country, and on the coafts a number of whales are

caught. Leopards, camelopardales, lions, and other animals, materially different from
thofe of our country, are likewife taken in numbei's. From the account of Marco
Polo, Book iii. chapter 41."

IJland Seylan.

" In the ifland of Seylan abundance of precious ftones and eaftern pearls are found.
The king of this country poffelTes the largeft and handfomeft ruby that ever was feen.

1 he inhabitants go entirely naked, the women as well as the men. The country yields

rice, but no corn. The king is independent on any fuperior power, and worfliips idols.

1 he ifland is two thoufand leagues in circumference, according to Marco Polo, in the
21ft chapter of his third Book.

" Some years back the great Cham of Cathay fent to the King of Seylan, and
offered a confiderable value for this ruby; but the king returned for anfvver, that, as
this ftone had long pertained to his anceitors, he thought it would be unjuft in him to

deprive
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deprive his countiy of fuch a treafure. This ruby is faid to be a foot and a half long,

a fpan in breadth, and without any flaw."

IJland Java Minor.

" This ifland is two thoufand Italian leagues in circumference, and contains eight

kingdoms. The inhabitants have a dillinft language, and are addided to the worfhip

of idols. The country produces all kinds of fpices. In the kingdom of BoiTman * are

many unicorns, elephants, and monkeys, with a human countenance. Item, no com
is grown on the ifland, but bread is made in it from rice ; inft:ead of wine the people

ufe for drink a liquor which is extracted from trees. This is of a red as well as a white

colour ; it is tolerably pleafant to the tafl:e, and is met with in great plenty in the king-

dom of Samara. In the kingdom of Dageram t it is cuft;omary, when the idol aftirms

that a fick individual will not recover, to ft:ifle him immediately after the oracle is de-

livered ; his friends then caufe his flefli to be cooked, and partake of it with much re-

joicing, in order, as they fay, that it may not become the food of worms. In the king-

dom of Jambri |, the inhabitants of both fexes have a tail growing from their rump
like dogs. In this kingdom is an extraordinary abundance of fpices ; and animals of

all defcriptions are found, fuch as unicorns, &c. In the other kingdom, called Fanfur,

the beft camphor in the known world is produced, which is fold for its weight in gold.

Here alfo are large trees, from between the bark and the heart of which a kind of flour

is colle£ted ; it ferves to make bread, and is excellent food §. Marco Polo fays, in the

fixteenth chapter of his third book, that he refided five months on this ifland."

IJland Java Major.

*' After leaving the great country of Cathay, going by the way of the kingdom of

Ciamba, and failing fifteen hundred Italian leagues towards the eafl;, you arrive at the

ifland called Java Major, three thoufand Italian leagues in circumference. The king

of this ifland is tributary to no one, and adores idols. Here, all kinds of fpices are

found, fuch as pepper, nutmegs, mace, ginger, galanga, cloves, cinnamon ; and all kinds

of roots, which are tranfported thence to different quarters of the glo.be, and which

render this country the refort of a number of merchants at all times."

IJland Angama |[.

" In the 2 2d chapter of the lafl: book of Marco Polo it is faid, that the people of

the ifland Angama have the head, eyes, and teeth of dogs ; and that they are a very

uncivilized and cruel race of men. They prefer human to other flefti, and cat rice

cooked in milk in lieu of bread. They worfliip idols, and cultivate all kinds of fpices

in great abundance, as well as many fruits, peculiar to thcii- country, and diSering much
from thofe which grow with us in the weft."

• Marco Polo writes the name of tliis kingdom Bafman.

f According to the above-noticed author, Dragoian.

j Called by Marco Folo, Lamhri.

^ An erroneous account of the fago-palm.

II
Marco Polo writes Anganiam.

VOL. XI. 3 F IJland
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IJland Zipangtt *.

** The Ifland Zipangu is fituate in the eaftern part of the globe ; the people of the

country are idolaters. The fovereign of the ifland is independent. The ifland pro-

duces an extraordinary quantity of gold, and contains all forts of precious flones and
eaftern pearls. Thus much Marco Polo relates of it in his third book, chapter 2d.
" Marco Polo likewife affirms in his third book, chapter 42, that failors have truly

obferved that in this fea of India there are more than twelve thoufand feven hundred in-

habited iflands, in many of which are found precious (lones, fine pearl, and gold mines

;

the inhabitants of them are men differing alfo from the generality of mankind ; but the

detail of thefe matters would be too long to give in this place.

" The fea here produces many wonderful things; fyrens, for example, and other

fifii.

" Thofe who are anxious of information refpefting thefe fingular people, and thefe

extraordinary fea-fifh, as well as the terreftrial animals, may confult the works of Pliny,

Ifidorus, Ariftotle, Strabo, the Specula of Vincent de Beauvais, and other authors.
" In their writings will be found a defcription of the inhabitants of the iflands, of

the fea, of many wonders j and of their terreftrial animals, roots, precious ftones, &c."

Ifland Candia.

" The ifland Candia, with all the other iflands, as well Little Java as Angama,
Neucuran, Pentham, Seylan, with all India Magna and the country of St. Thomas, are

fo much to thefouth that the polar ftar, which with us is called the arftic pole, is there

never feen ; but in its ftead another ftar is vifible, called the antardic ; hence thefe

countries are exaftly our antipodes, fo that when day with us it is night with them, and
when the fun fets with us it rifes with them ; and half the ftars which are beneath and
invifible to us are feen by them : this therefore proves that the earth, with all its mafs
of water, was formed by God of a round figure, as is ftated by Sir John Mandeville ia

the third part of his voyages."

JJIand Neucuran f.

" Marco Polo, in his third Book, chap. 20, fays, the ifland Neucuran is fituate a

hundred and fifty Italian miles from the ifland Great Java, and that this ifland produces

nutmegs, cinnamon, and cloves in abundance. In it are likewife whole forefts of fandal

>vood, and all forts of aromatics.
" This ifland produces a great quantity of rubies, emeralds, topazes, fapphhe., and

eaftern pearls."

Ifland Pentan \.

" On faiKng towards the fouth from the kingdom of Loach, you arrive at the ifland

Pentan^ covered with forefts of odoriferous trees. The fea which fuirouads this ifland is

• The author before noti'ced writes Zipangrl.

•J-
The 'Vecuram of Marco Polo,

X Called Pctan by the fall (quoted author.

only
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only two fathoms deep, as is obfcn'cd by Marco Polo, lib. iii. chap. 1 2. The great

heat of the climate obliges the inhabitants to go entirely naked.

" The people of this kingdom are imitated by thofe of the country of Vaar, who
alike go without cloaths, and, as do the inhabitants of Pentan, adore an ox."

IJlaiid Coylur '*.

" In this ifland Coylur, Saint Thomas the Apoftle fuffered martyrdom.
" Here, in the time of Sir John Mandeville, was found an ifland, the inhabitants of

which had the heads of dogs ; and here the polar ilar, called with us the ardic pole, is

not vifible. Thofe who navigate this fea are under neceflity of ufing the afti-olabe, as

the compafs in this part does not point.

" AH this country, and all thefe feas, with the iflands and their kings, were given by
the three holy kings to the Emperor Prefler John. The inhabitants of al moil all of

thefe iflands and countries profeffed Chriftianity at one time, but at prefent only feventy-

two nations are Chriftian.

" Ihofe who Inhabit thefe iflands have tails like animals, according to Ptolemey, who
makes this ftatement in his eleventh table of Afia.

" Thefe iflands are ten in number, and are called the Manilla Iflands. VeflTels framed
with iron cannot navigate among them, on account of the loadltone in theui."

The Rher Ganges.

" In the book of Genefis is feen that the country through which the Ganges flows is

called Havilah. Here fliould grow the finefl: gold in the known world. In holy writ,

in the 3d Book of Kings, chapters ix. and x. it is faid that Kitig Solomon fcnt hither his

veflTels in fearch of this gold, as well as of pearls and precious Hones, which he caufed

to be brought from Ophir to Jerufalem."

Tartary,

*' Marco Polo (lib. iii. cap. 47.) fays that, in the northern parts, among mountains

and dcferts under the ardic pole, dwell a people of Tartar race, called Permians. They
adore an idol made of furs, and called Natigai. The occupations of thefe people are

limited to repairing in fummer northward to the arftic pole, where they catch ermines,

martins, rein-deer, foxes, and other animals, on which they fubfifl:, and the flcins of

which ferve them for clothing. During fummer they inhabit the country for the fake

of hunting ; and at approach of winter retire towards the fouth to Ruflia, where they

dwell in caverns under ground to flielter thcmfelves from the bleak wind called aquilo,

and line their caverns, for warmth, with the fkins of animals. With them in winter

there is very little day, but in fummer the fun never leaves them at night. In the very

midfl of fummer fome few herbs and roots grow with them, but the earth yields neither

corn nor wine, on account of the intenfenefs of the cold."

Iceland.

' In Iceland fair men are found, who are Chriflians. The cuftom of its inhabitants

is to fell dogs at a very high rate, while they willingly part with fome of their children

to merchants for nothing, that they may have fufficient to fupport the remainder.

• By Marco Polo written Coylum ; wlih this author morfovcr it i' not denominated an illand. hut a

kingdom of the ifland of Scyldnij or Ccylan. On the globe of 13chaiin tliij illand i) a pcninfula of

Afla, in form of a pcninfula.

3 F 2 " Item.—
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" Item.—In Iceland are found men eighty years old, who have never tailed bread.

In this country no corn grows, and in lieu of bread dried fifh is eaten. In Iceland It is

the flock- filh is taken which is brought to our country."

BESIDES this globe of Behaim there are moreover two other ancient globes in the

library of the city of Nuremberg. They are executed each of them with much
nicety, and the names of places are written on them. The mofl ancient of the two
was made by John Schcener, the firfl profeffor of mathematics in the univerfity of Nu-
remberg : he conftrufted It in Bamberg, at the expence of John Seyler, his proteQor j

by whom, when he came to inhabit this city, it was brought hither. This globe is three

feet in diameter, and bears an inicription in Latin verfe expreflivc of the particulars

related.

The author of the other terreflrial globe Is unknown.
The year after Martin Behaim conftrutled his globe, Anthony Robuger caufed geo-

graphical charts to be engraven on wood for the chronicle of Hartman Schedcl.

In the library of Ebner there is a map of the world, defigned and engraven on vellum

in 1529, by Diego Ribera, the geographer of the King of Spain, with an explanation

in the Spanifli language. On it Is marked In a very diflindt mamier the limits of the

new world from the demarcation of Pope Alexander VI.

MARTIN II. Behaim was born at Nuremberg, probably In the year 1430. His father.

Martini, was a councillor of that city, In which he died in 1474, and was buried In the

church of the Dominicans. His mother was Agnes Shopper, of Shopperfhof. Martin

Behaim had a filter and four brothers, the youngefl of whom. Wolf, or Wolfrath, car-

ried off the prize, at a tournament held at Nuremberg in 1503, and afterwards went

to join his brother at Lifbon, where he died in 1507, and was buried In the church of

our Lady of the Conception. The uncle of Martin Behaim, called Leonard Behaim,

with whom he maintained a literary correfpondence during four and twenty years, died

in i486. The fon of this Leonard, Michel Behaim, born in 1459. died a ftnator of

Nuremberg in 151 1. At the houfe of this coufm Martin refided, when at Nuremberg
in 1 49 1 and 1492.

That certain writers * affume the family of Martin Behaim to have come from
Kramlau, in Bohemia, may be attributed, either to his anceflors being really Bohemians,

that is to fay of the circle of Pilfner ; or from Martin himfelf, in his youth, having paffed

fome time there for purpofes of trade.

Philip Beroald the elder, and Reglomontanus, are reputed to have been the mailers

of Behaim fj but it would be difficult to prove that he was a difciple of Reglomontanus,

whofe real name was John Muller, who did not vlfit Nuremberg before the year 147 1,

and who, in 1475, went to Rome, where he died the next year.

* Chriiloph. CJlariiis, Hid. medii asvi, p. 213 ; Geog. Nov. p. 460, 1698.

f Olfert Dapper Befcliryving van Amerika, Amfterdam, 1673, in folio, where Behaim 13 faid to have
been a fcholar of Monteiegius or Koningfberger.

4 And
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And ftill lefs probable is it that he was a fcholar of Beroald, who never quitted Italy

except on occafion of a (hort vifit to Paris ; for it is merely conjeftural that Behaim
really went, as he once propofcd, to Venice, in 1457, as alfo that he remained there till

1476 ; and the conjecture, as I have found by the correfpondence he maintained with
his uncle Leonard, is altogether ungrounded, feeing the interval between 1455 ^^'^

1479 (a circumflance hitherto not generally known) was fpent by him, as was commoa
enough among the nobility of that tiuie, in commerce. Later than the date of the
lafl: of his letters from Antwerp, in the Low Countries, the 8th June, 1479, nothing is

found rcfpcdting him. It is highly probable that in the year 1481 he had repaired to

Portugal, where then reigned Alphonfo V.

Before I proceed farther it may be proper I fliould controvert the tale which the

writer of a German Dictionary * has endeavoured to accredit, that it was Martin Be-
haim who, in 1460, difcovcred, under Ifabella, widow of the Duke Philip III. of Bur-
gundy, the ifland of Fayal, and that he peopled it with a colony in 1466. Thefe fafts

are rather attributable to Job de Huerter, Lord of Mocrkirchen, and father-in-law to

our Behaim, as he expreffes with fufficient perfpicuity on his globe f- It was only in

1467 that Ifabella became a widow ; and her fon, Charles the Bold, then thirty-four

years of age, affumed the reins of government immediately after his father's death.

How is it poflible then that Ifabella, as regent, could have caufed a veflel to be fitted

out by Martin Behaim, who, in 1479, was itill carrying on the linen trade, as appears

by his letter of the 8th of June before quoted?

It was undoubtedly the Normans who firil fiiiled to the Azores in the ninth century ;

and, according to the Prefident De Thou, it was Jean de Betancourt who difcovered

thefe iflands, to which afterwards the names Tercercs was given, the Flemifh Iflands,

and the Iflands of Gofs-hawks, (Ilhasdos Azores.)

The Portuguefe, in 1418, difcovered Porto Santo, and in 1420, Madera, the two
Fortunate Illands.

In 1433 they doubled Cape Bojador, in Africa, before then regarded as the Ne plus

Ultra of navigation. The Azores Iflands were difcovered in the following order :

—

Santa Maria, the 15th Augufl:, 1432, by Gonzalez Velho Cabral. It was the firfl:

port made by Criftoval Colon, on the 13th February, 1493, ^vhen aflalled by atempeft

on his return from America.

San Michael, difcovered likewife by Cabral, on the 8th May, 1444.

Tercera, difcovered in the interval between the years 1444 and 1450.
Saint George, and La Graciofa, in 1450 and 145 1.

It is not poflible to fix with precifion the date of the difcovery of the iflands Flores

and Carvo ; but it is afcertained that they were known in 1449.
Pico and Fayal were difcovcred by mariners from St. George and La Graciofa. The

firfl colony by which thefe iflands were peopled was couipofed of Flemings, who were

brought to Pico by Job de Huerter, whofe daughter Jane of Macedo afterwards be-

came the wife of Martin Behaim.

Barros J,
the chief hi.iorian of the voyages of the Portuguefe, who knew nothing

either of Stuvenius §, or Tozen ||, his opponent, fays, on fpeaking of the proprietory

of
• Nurenbergifchcn Gelchrtc Lexicon und MunzbeluHigungen.

+ Ste page 396.

J Dtca'la i. lib. ii cap i.

§ Joli. Fred. Stuvenius, dc vero novi orbis iiivi-ntore, difTtrtatio hiftorico-crilica. Francof. ad Moenum,

1714, Svo.

II
Chriftoval Colon, the firft who really difcovered the new world, defended againft the unfounded pre-

tenfiuDS
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of the Azores iflands: " In the diplomatic archives is found that, in 1449, ^^^
^'^^S''

Alphonfo V. granted permiflion to Don Henry to fend colonies to the feven iflands of

Azores, which had already been difcovercd. Thither fliecp and horned cattle had
already been tranfported, in confcquence of orders from the fame Infant, on board the

fleet of Admiral Gonzalez Velho. In 1457, '^^ ^'"S ceded to his nephew Don
Fernan all the iflands hitherto difcovered, with full jurifdidion, but with fome reltric-

tions. In 1460, the infant Don Henry ceded to Don Fernan, his nephew and adopted

fon, the iflands of Jefus and La Graciofa, retaining thofe only belonging to the order

of Chrifl, of which he was the protedor. 1"he King ratified this ceflion at Lilbon on
the 2d September, the fame year."

Antonio Herrera, in his defcription of the Azores iflands, pubiiflied in 1582 and

1583, page 161, makes mention of their difcovery, but fays nothing of Martin

Behaim.

In an old Dutch chart by Jufl: Dankerts, the ifland Fayal is placed immediately

below that of Flores. It owes its name of Fayal to the number of beech-trees

upon it.

For the different difcoverics, it is obfervable that foreigners were in general pre-

ferred *
: " Hence" fays Barrosf, " Antonio de Nolle, a fellow-countryman of Colon,

was -employed on occafion of the difcovery of the ifland of Sant Jago, near Cape Verd,
to the capitancy or government of which his fucceflbrs were in part appointed ; a cer-

tain Jean Baptiflie, a Frenchman, was entrufl:ed with the government of the ifland

Mayo ; and Job Dutra (the Portuguefe manner of writing the name of De Huerter),

the father-in-law of Martin Behaim, with that of Fayal." For this reafon, near the

ifland Fayal, flags are painted on the globe of Behaim, with, on them, the arms of

the city of Nuremberg, and thofe of the family of Behaim.
In the life of the infant Don Henry | a very detailed account is afforded of the dif-

covery and population of the Azores iflands, in which however no mention is made of

Martin Behaim. The perfon on whom, at that time, the ifland Fayal was beflowed is

ftated to be (page 335.) Jorge de Ultra, a Fleming of noble extraftion ; and it is fur-

ther ftated that it was he who firft founded a colony there, the property in which was
ceded to him by the Infant.

According to the mofl: recent account we poflefs of the ifland Fayal §, its prefent

population is fifteen thoufand, difperled through twelve pariflies, a third part of the

number in Horta, a town fituate on the weftern fide, with an excellent port. The
inhabitants are reckoned to be an honeft race, careful, laborious, and generally better

clad than thofe of Madera. In this ifland wheat is cultivated, maize, and excellent

flax, which grows to an unufual height.

It is not improbable that the name of Horta, given to this town, is derived from
Huerter, who planted the firft colony on the ifland Fayal ; notwithfl:anding this term

may be interpreted alfo to mean the Town of Gai'dens. Linfchoten
|(

obferves, that

pretenfions of thofe who attn'bute the honour of the difcovery to Amerigo VefpiiccI and Martin Behaim,

byL.Tozcn. ( III Gtrmaii. ) Gottingen, 1761. 8vo.

* For the plainell reafon ; the Iialims and Flemings, being the chief navigators and m j!l experienced

ftamcn, had the moft ample knowledge at this time of the fea. Kng. Tr.

f As Dccadas iii primeiras de Afia de Joano de Barro?, 1 iii. cap. ii. fol. 56. Li/hon, 1628.

J Vida do infante U. Henrique, efcrita per Candido LuCtano. (Father Julcph, of the Congregation
of Oratorians ) Fm. Litboa, 1758. 4to.

§ AtTordid by Forller ia the 2d vol. of the Voyage of Captain Cook round the World, In the years

J77J to 1775.
'

(j
Navig. cap. xcvii. p. 118.

in



pigafetta's voyage roukd the world. 407

in his time the Flemifh language was entirely lofl: among the inhabitants, who fpoke

the Portuguefe only ; though they received with partiality fuch individuals as came
from the Low Countries, whom they regarded as the countrymen of their anceftors.

As Crifloval Colon refided in Portugal from 1471 to 1484, and as it appears very

probable he was acquainted with Martin Behaim *, I think it right to point out pre-

cifely the origin of the opinion that the latter participated in the difcovery of America,

and even of the Straits of Magellan.

Colon, a native of Terra Rolfa, in 147 1 married the daughter of the captain of a

Portuguefe velTel, called Bartolomeo Percftrellat> whom Prince Henry of Portugal

had employed on his firfl: expedition to the Indies. This young lady was denominated

PhiJippina Moniz Percftrella. Colon, who thus became pofTeiR'd of the nautical charts

and joumals of his father in law |, fet fail for Africa, and from divers caufes drew the

conclufion that by failing conflantly weftward, acrofs the Atlantic Ocean, new coun-

tries would be difcovered. In 1482 he laid his projeft before the fcnate of Genoa,
his country §, but it was difregarded. In 1483, he confequently addrcfled himfelf to

Don Juan II. King of Portugal, who, in his conception, was likely to comprehend it

move fully ; but at this court he was equally unfucccfstul, as the project of Colon

was formed, as pretended there, wholly on the reveries of Marco Polo i-efpeding

Cipangu, that is to fay, Japan ||.

In Vafconcellos^ are found the reafons which prevented Diego Ortiz, bifliop of Ceuta,

as well as the cofmographers Rodrigo and Jofeph, from countenancing the propofitions of

Colon : their objedtions are chiefly to be attributed to the perfed ignorance of the Portu-

guefe at that time of the countries in the weflern part of the globe **.

This circumRancc- feems to prove that Manin Behaim, who at this period was at

Lifbon, was intimate with Rodrigo and Jofeph, and well known to Colon himfelf, ea»

• P>i(riblv it might be from Bcliaim tliat Colon learnt that the fea had one day cad on (hore at the

Azores two dead bodies with txtraordiiiarily large faces.

f Barros relates (Dec i. lib. i. cap. -.) that tliii Pertftrilla was (irrt a (rentleman belonging to the

court of Don Juan, brother of Don Htnry, and that, fome little time btfore the hi ginning of the year

1430, the latter entrultrd him wiihavtirci and people to clonize the ifland Porto Sanlo. MuRR.
Tlie name Pcitftrella, it is highly probablt, was given him in addiiion to that of Moniz, on account ot hi»

excelling ill obfervai'ce and knowledge of the polar ilar, and fleering his vclTcl by its guidance, Pcrefliella,

in Portuguefe meaning, by the I'.ar. Eng. I'r.

X This no doubt gave rife to the tale, that a certain captain of a fhip, driven hy the winds on to a

country utterly unknown, died in the houfc of Ciifloval Colon, and bequeathed to him the journal and

chaits of his voyage. Oomeia cites this as a faA ; Hift. de las Ind paiti. fol lo a. Oviedo, in his

Hill. Gfn. de las Indias. Salatranca. 154J. lib. iii cap. ii fol. 3. a. infills upon this being merely an

invention on the part of its authm, copied by Benzon ; while, on the other hand, Stuvenius has carried

the point fo far, not only to acoedit the llory, but even as to afTume that this captain was Behaim himfelf.

(.Stuvenius, de Novo Orbis fnvtntore, c p. vi. parag. v. and vi. p. 46.)

§ Herrera, Hill, de las Indias Occidtniales, Dec. i. lib. i. cap. 7. ; and Mr. Robertfon, Hiftory of

America.

)|
Barros, As Dec. ill. primciras de Afia Dec. i. lib. iii. cap. 2.

^ Vida del Re Don Juan el Segundo de Portugal. Madrid, 1639, lib. iv.

** Colon had previoufly carried on a correfpoidence by letter in 1474, with ^^arco Polo, on the dlf-

covety of unknown conntrien in the weltern pait 1 f the globe. Marco Polo conceived that the tirll lands

which vvould be dilco-ered would be Cathay or China, and the empire of the Great Lham See Heirera,

Dec. i. lib I. cap. 2. p. ^ and 4 ; and in ladl the leprefentation of this country on the globe of Behaim
exiiihits no intervening Ipace between Europe and Afia wellward. Cathay being placed oppofite to the

A/.nres ifl.iii<ls.

The M.iico Polo alluded to in the preceding note, if the flatoment be not altogether a very grofs mif.

eoncei tioii, in the part of Mr Murr, of what he had read, cannot be the Marco Polo whofe Travels arc

publiflied, lince he dltd btfote ibe cod of the IJlh ccQtury, his travels tak.ng place in 1250 to 1270, two

centuries before, £hG. Tk.
tcrtained
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tertalncd at that time no opinion of the difcovcry of a new world ; as otherwife he
certainly would have fupported the project of Colon with his influence.

This great man left Portugal, indignant at the rejection of his projeft, and landed

in Spain in 1484. At the fame time he difpatched his brother Bartolomeo to Henry
VII. of England. After the lapfe of feven years, Colon, who had continually expe-

rienced difappointments, refolved on going to England to join his brother, of whom
he had heard nothing in all the lapfe of time which had taken place fince their parting.

Bartolomeo indeed had been captured, ftripped, and kept in prifon by corfairs for fonie

years before he reached London.

The Englifli editor of the voyage of Hackluyt cites the following verfes, written on
the chart of the terreftrial globe prefented by Bartolomeo Colon to Henry VII. King
of England, on the 13th of February, 1488.

Janua ciii patria eft, nomen qui BartholomcEUS*

Columbus de Terra rubra, opus edidit illiid

Londiuiis, anno Domini 1480, atque infuper anno
Oclavo, decimo die cum terlia menfis

Februarii. Laudes Chrillo cantentur abundc.

Heaven, however, ordained that Spain fhould gather the fruit of the patient-bearing

and refearches of Colon. Don Juan Perez de Marchena, prior 6f the convent of

Francifcans of Rabida, near Palos, a convent in which Colon had placed his children

to be educated, entreated him to delay his departure for fome days. He even had the

boldnefs to addrefs the Queen on the occafion, who was then at Santa Fe. Donna
Ifabella commiflloned Perez to perfuade Colon to have patience for awhile. After

fome time, the city of Grenada was taken, when Alonzo de Quintanilla, comptroller

of the finances of Caftille, and Lewis de St. Angel, receiver of the ecclefiaftical reve-

nues in Arragon, fo earneftly entreated Ifabella, that {he confented to recall Colon,

who, by this time, wearied of the long procraftination, had already failed, and pro-

ceeded fome leagues out to fea. He arrived the 17th April, 1492, at court, and a

treaty was figned. The expence of the outfit amounted to no more than ninety thou-

fand French livres of that day ; and three wretched fhips were entrufted to Colon.

With thefe he failed from Palos, the 3d Augufl 1492, and fortunately he brought

them back after making the difcovery of the new world.

The original journals of Colon, Pinzon, Ovando, Balboa, Ponce de Leon, Her-
nandez de Cordove, Cortez, &:c. are among the archives of the crown at Simancas,

two leagues from Valladolid. The charters and diplomas which refpedt America, and
which by the order of Philip II. were depofited there in 1566, occupy the largefl: room,
and form eight hundred and feventy-three large packets, which Mr. Robertfon fought

in vain for permiffion to examine. It is, however, to be prefumed that Herrera and
Solis will have been more favoured, and have made every requifite extrad:. In addi-

tion, it is much to be defired that liberty were granted to explore the archives of the

crown of Portugal at Torre do Tombo, as afiuredly, fome manufcripts would be found
regarding Huerter de Moerkirchen, as well as Behaim and his fons.

* Bartolomeo Colon, who was a good geographer, and perfeftly acquainted with navigation, was lllll

abfent from Spain when his brother returned from America. Colon did not fee him again for thirteen

years. From England he repaired to Paris, where he iirft heard, from Charles VIII. of France, that liis

brother had efTefted the difcovery of the New World. Before liis fecond voyage, Crlftoval left behind
him a fealed letter addrelTed to his brother. Fernan of Spain gave him three veflels, and the two brothers
met m the port of Ifabella, in 1494. Colon nominated his brother Adelante, or Lieutenant-General of
lie Indies. Bartolomeo died in Hifpaniola in 1514.

Before
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Before he went to Portugal in 1480, Martin Behaim undoubtedly was converfant

in the mathematics, and in nautical affairs ; but on this account it does not naturally

follow that he had been a difciple either of Rcglomontaniis or Beroald.

It is moreover perfectly clear that he was an excellent cofmographer, and that he
-participated in the difcovery of the ufe of the aftrolabe, or rather of the application of
-it to navigation^ as is feen by the following extract from Emmanuel Tellefius Sylvius *.

" John II., that the unknown fea might be navigated with lefs danger, enjoined

his phyficians Roderigo and Jofeph, in conjunction with Martin Behaim, men for that

time deeply converfant in mathematics, to bend their ftudies to forming fome means
by which mariners might fleer their (hips, whether in our own or fome new fea, with

greater fafety, and by which they might afcertain, by obfervations of known ftars and
knov.'n fhorcs, in what latitude, and what part of the fea they might be. In confequence,

after indefatigable ftudy and long meditation, they made improvements on the aftrolabe,

an inftrument previoufly ufed in aflronomical obfervations ; by which improvements,
its utility was much increafed, and the infhrument made fubfervient to the art of navi-

gation, to the great convenience of failors. For this benefit is Europe uidebted to

John II. ; a fadt which no one can deny f."
' This fadt is confirmed by Pierre Matthicu \, and by the learned Jefuit Maffeus, in his

Hiftory of the Indies §

.

Wei-e it a matter made evident that our Behaim had for inflrudor the celebrated Rc-
giomontanus, who refidcd at Nuremberg from 1471 to 1475, oncfliould have ground
for fuppofing that from him it was that he acquired his information refpedting the
life of the meteorofcope, or the inftrument adapted to the afcertainment of latitudes

and longitudes by means of the ftars ||, which Regiomontanus fancied he had difco-

vered from a pnlTage in Ptolomey, (Geog. lib. i. cap. 3.) as he relates in a letter to

Cardinal BafTarion. Regiomontanus likewife wrote a treatife on the armillary aftro.

labe, which is found in the edition of his works printed at Nuremberg in 1554^.
Notwithflanding this it is fair to prefume that Behaim fucceeded in perfecting the ufe

of the fea-aftrolabe, as is more lately obferved by Mr. Wales**, who looks upon him

* In his work De Rebus gcllis Jolianiiis II. Luritanorum Regis (Hagce Com. 171Z. 410. p. 99.)
cited by Gebauer. Hilloire de Portugal, p. 123. Tclkfius Sylvius is the only Portuguefe writer who
mentions Behoim.

f The original runs as follows: " Ut minora cum errandi peticulo ignotum mari navigari potert, Ro-
derico et Joftpho, medicis fuis nee non Martino Bohemo, ea xtate peritiffimis mathematicis, injunxit

Johannis II. ut adhibito inter fe confilio, cxcogitarent aliquid, quo naulx curfum navium, licet in noftro

novoque peiago, tutius dirigercnt, ut vel abftracti a notis lideribus. cognitifque liioribus, quam cceli ac
pclagi partem tenerent, aliquo modo copnofcerent : ii pod indcfcdum ihidium longamque meditationem
aftrolabium, inftrumentum, quod ante ailronomix tantum inferviebat, utiliori invento ad navigandi artem,
maximo navigantium commodo, tranftulere

; quod bcneficium tola £uropa Johanni debcre, inficiari non
poteft.

X In Notis ad Jus Canonlcum ad VII Decretal. LI. tit. IX. de Infulia Novi Orbis, p. 80. edit.

Francop. ijgo. fol.

^ Hid. Indl:c, lib. i. p. 51 . edit. Veneta:, in 4to. He died in 1603.

II
Johannis de Regiomonte. Epist. ad revcrendifs. pat. ct dom. Benarionem card. Nic. ac Con-

ftantinpp. de comp, ct nfu ctijufdam mcteorofcopi. This letter is found at the end of the woiks of
Werner, piibllfhcd in folio at Nuremberg in 1514, and reprinted in 4to. in 1537. Werner himfclf wrole
live books on diHercnt meteorofcopts invented by him, the manufcript of which at liis death fell into the
hands of George Hartnian, who in 1542 made a prtlent of it to lbs cclcbrattd niuthcmaiiciaii George
Joachim, furnanud Rlicticus.

fl M. Job. Regiomontanus. Scrlpta de torqucto, aflrolabio arniilbri, regula mrgna Ptolomaica baculoquc
.aftronomico, ct obftrvationibus cometarum.

•• Original adronomical obfervationf, made in the courfe of a vojage towards the fouth pole, and
round the world, in His Majcfty's fhips the Refolution and Adventure, 1772—5, by William Wales, F. R.S.
and Wilham Ba)ly. London, 1777, in /jto.

VOL. XI. 3 « to
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to have been a fcholar of Rcgiomontanus. Notwithflanding this polTible error, fhar

writer appears to have had more knowledge of the Cavalhero Behaim than Ro-
bertfon.

In proportion to the truth of the fa£t that Martin Behaim participated in the inven-

tion and adaptation of the aftrolabe for obfervations at fea, is the falfity of the tale,

founded on a badly interpreted paiTage in the chronicle of Schedel, that it was he who
firfl; difcovered the Azores, and condudled thither a colony of Flemings on his fecond

voyage to the Atlantic Ocean ; that he failed as far as to the Strait of Magellan ; and

that he, owing to a chart of his, feen by Magellan in the cabinet of the King of Por-

tugal, gave origin to the voyage in which this ftrait was explored.

This fuppofed fad was firft bruited by Wagenfil, in his Sacris Parentalibus B. Georgia

Fred. Behaimo dicatis (Altdorfii, 1682, in fol. p. 16, 17.); but more efpecially in his

Pera librorum juvenelium. (Synops. Hiftorias Univerfalis, part iii. page 527. Norib.

1695, in 8vo.) in which he fays,

—

" Chriftopher Columbus, of a Placentine family, born at Paleftrella, but afterwards

an inhabitant of the Genoefe territories, when firft he vifited the ifland Madera, where

he occupied himfelf in planning and delineating geographical charts, whether of his

own accord, as he was a man well informed in what regards aftronomy, cofmography,

and phyfics, whether actuated by fome intimations from Martin Bohem, or as the

Spaniards affirm, from a pilot named Alphonfo Sanchez de Helba, who by accident

had touched at an ifland, afterwards called Dominica, meditated a voyage to Weftern

India.

" The preceding paragraph I adduce, in common with Ricciolus in his excellent

work of Geographia et Hydrographia reformatze *
; and here an apt opportunity

occurs of publifhing a pleafmg fad hitherto in concealment, which adds to the cele-

brity not only of Nuremberg, my birth-place, and one of the firft of cities, but alfo of

all Germany ; and of which to keep the world longer in ignorance would be a cul-

pable negled. Of a certainty, this Martin Bohem, who Ricciolus thought it probable

had generated in Columbus the project of that fortunate expedition which terminated in

the difcovery of the iflands of the new world, was a citizen of Nuremberg, of the

ancient and noble family of Behaim, a family which others have been accuftomed and

ftill are wont to pronounce Bohem, and the ftem of which has lately been raifed to

baronial dignity. He was the fon of Martin and Agnes, the daughter of Sebald

Schopper. As from his earlieft youth, he had been accuftomed with the moft diligent

attention not only to trace the furface of the earth, and the difpofition of its lands and

feas, but alfo to contemplate the heavens and the ftars, he framed at length the refult

of his ftudies into a work which he tendered to Ifabella, the daughter of Juan King of

Portugal, who, after the death of her huft)and Philip of Burgundy, furnamed the

Good, had the adminiftration of affairs ; he even obtained from her a fhip, in which,

after navigating beyond the utmoft boundaries then known of the weftern ocean, he

firft difcovered the ifland Fayal, called thus from the abundance of beech-trees found

upon it, which in the Portuguefe language have the term fayas. He alfo afterwards

explored the more diftant iflands, and gave to the whole the denomination Azores,

from the number of hawks which built their nefts there (the Portuguefe calling thefe

birds by that name); in thefe iflands he left colonies of Flemings, whofe defcendants

are yet found in the iflands : hence the Azores have likewife been called the Flemifh

Iflands. Proceeding further over the Atlantic Ocean, he arrived at thofe iflands which

* Lib. iii. cap. 22. Bonon. 1 661, in folio.

4 Columbus
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Columbus afterwards explored and made public. What I have advanced in this para-

graph is from documents of undoubted veracity in the archives of the republic of

^Juremberg*.
" I have obtained further information from the archives belonging to the family of

Behaim, among which are a likenefs of Martin Behaim, and a terreftrial globe made by
him, on which but a fmall portion of the American continent is laid down, but many
iflands of that divihon of the earth fpread through a great extent of fea, though without

any denomination. Authentic documents exifl alfo among them, by which it appears

that Martin married Jane de Macedo, the daughter of a Portuguefe captain, and that he
died in the year 1506, leaving behind him a fon who returned to the pofleffions of his

family at Nuremberg.
" Moreover, the Emperor Maximilian I. an admirer of the venturefome expeditions

of Martin, thus expreffcs him felf regarding our navigator: ' No citizen of the empire

ever travelled more than Martin Bohem, or explored more diflant regions.'

*' Johannis Metalius Metellus, in his Speculum Orbis Terras, towards the end of

the work makes mention of an hydrographic table preferred by Emmanuel King of
Portugal, in his mufeum, in which the fite of the Molucca Iflands is marked.

*' A memorable paffage alfo occurs in a book of Cardinal jEneas Sylvius, on the

State of Europe under tlie Emperor Frederic III. cap. 44. corroborative in a degree of
what I have advanced. The paffage runs thus :

* In the year of our Lord M,CCCC,LXXXI[L John II. King of Portugal, a man of
^reatfpirit,fitted out certain galleys, furniped with all yieccffaries, andfent them beyond

the columns of Hercules on a voyage of difco-very towards Ethiopia. He moreover

gave the command of thefe to two captains, Jacob Cam, a Portuguefe, and Martin
Behaim,' &c.

This lafl: paffage is an extraft from the chronicle of Schedel, and was not inferted

by the profcffed author of the book in queftion until long after the death of Pius II.

an event which happened in 1464. I (hall here prcfent the entire paffage from the

manufcript written by Schedel himfelf, preferved in the library of the city of Nurem^
berg. In the edition of Roburger, who printed this work in 1793, when Martin

Behaim refided in Nuremberg, it occurs page ccxc.

" The Infant Htnry obferving how narrow the limits of the kingdom of Portugal,

and folicitous of extending them, by the perfuafion of certain geographers was induced

to the exploration of the Spanilh Ocean, and difcovcred many different iflands never

inhabited before by man. Among others, he failed to a famous ifland, which he
' found, much to his fatisfaftion, though wholly unpeopled by men, was extremely

fertile, cuvced with wood, abounding in fprings, and well adapted to the fupport of

man. Hither he fent men of different nations for the purpofe of putting it in culture.

Among other articles which it was fuited to produce was fugar, which is now made
here in fuch abundance that it has become more plenteous than heretofore throughout

all Europe : the name of this ifland is Madera, whence the denomination of Madera
fugar. He likewife difcovered many other iflands, which he caufed to be peopled with

Chrillians ; for example, thofe of St. George, Fayal, and Pico, of one of which, pro-

dudive of wheat, he made a grant to certain Germans to be peopled with Flemings.

In aftertime, that is to fay, in the year 1483, John II. King of Portugal, a man of

great fpirit, fitted out certain galleys, furniflied with all ncceflaries, and lent them to

» Fol. nimirum 119 vol. merobran. de Patriciorura Noriberg. orig. et fol. 285. T.I. Annalium
-Norib. MS.
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explore the country towards Ethiopia, beyond the columns of Hercules. He more*
over gave the command of them to the two captains, Jacob Cam, a Portuguefe, and
Martin Bohem, a German from Nuremberg, of a good family in Bohemia, a man
expert in geography, well capable of bearing witli patience the toil of a fea life, well

read in the latitudes and longitudes towards the welt of Ptolomey, and ufcd to long
voyages. Thefe two, by the help of the gods, ploughing the fea at fliort diftance from
fhore, having paffed the equinoctial line, entered the nether hemifphere, where, fronting

the eafl, their Ihadow fell towards the fouth, and on their right hand. Thus did his

induflry throw open a new world hitherto unknown, and which none for many years

before had attempted to explore, except the Genoefe, who failed in the attempt. The
objecl: of the voyage being now eflefted in this manner, in the twenty-fixth month
from their departure the navigators returned to Portugal, though not without lofing

a number of men, who died from the extreme heat of the weather. As a token of
their fuccefs they brought back with them pepper, grains of paradife, and many other

articles too numerous to mention. Owing to the difcovery of this new world, a great

quantity of pepper is brought to Flanders ; and although it may not be fo wrinkled in

its exterior as the pepper from the eaft, it poiTeffes the pungency, is of the fame form
as, and anfwers all the purpofes of, the real pepper. Much might be written on this

fubjeft, which, left I fhould be tedious, I omit."

Although the chronicle, from which this extrad is given, be in the hand-writing of
Schedel, the extradl itfelf is added in a different hand. In the manufcript German
tranflation of this book by George Ult, which he finifhed the 5th October 1493, ^hefe

lines do not appear ; they muft therefore have been added fince that time.

The whole, however, that can be gathered from this palfage is, as is juftly remarked
by Councillor Gebauer and Profeffor Tozen, " that the King of Portugal, John II.

in 1483, difpatched James Cam, a Portuguefe, and Martin Behaim of Nuremberg, with

fome galleys, on a voyage to Ethiopia ; that they entered the South Sea, keeping at a
fhort diftance from ftiore j that after pafling the line they arrived in the other he-

mifphere, where, when they looked towards the eaft, their fliadow fell on their right

hand ; that in this hemifphere they difcovered countries before unknown, which, for

many years before, none but the Genoefe had attempted to explore, and they in vain ;

finally, that after a voyage of twenty-fix months they returned to Portugal, and, as a

proof of the truth of the relation they gave of their voyage, brought back pepper
and cardamoms.
Who, on reading this paflage with attention, a paflage inferted in the book written

by ^neas Sylvius, De Europas fub Frederico III. Imperatore Statu, and which he
extracted from Schedel, who, I fay, but muft perceive that it does not relate to the

part of the globe to which afterwards the name of America was given, and particularly

not to the Brazils. It is well known that Diego Cam extended the navigation of the

Portuguefe, who before had never failed further than Guinea, and that as early as 1484,
(and not in 1490) he difcovered the kingdom of Congo ; a difcovery to which I fliall

hereafter allude in fpeaking of the voyage of Martin Behaim off the coaft of Africa.

To thefe paffages, wrongly interpreted, are to be attributed all the falfities with which
the hiftory of our celebrated navigator is disfigured. Some writers, not content with^

affirming that he was the firft who difcovered America, afcribe to him likewife the dif-

covery of the famous Strait of Fernan Magellan, atchieved by the latter in 1419. It

is William Poftell who firft advanced thefe aftertions. In two of his works he gives

the title of Fretuin Martini Bohemi to the Strait of Magellan. It is poffible he may
have
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have gathered the tale from Jerome Benzon, whofe book was not publiflicd at the time

of Poftcll advancing the aflertion. In his Cofmographica Difciplina, he fays * :

—

" With the very flight exception of the lands immediately under, or adjacent to the

fouth pole, and the (hamafian and South Atlantic promontories, oppofite to each

other, beyond the equators, this flretching as far as 54 degrees, the latitude of INTartin

Bohem's Strait, denominated by fome the Strait of Magaglan from the Portuguefe of

that name, and that to ^^ degrees, the parallel of the Cape of Good Hope, the whole
face of the earth, interftdted only by two divifions of the fea, may be faid to fpread

almoft uninterruptedly from eafl to weft, and be prominent towards the northern part

of the globe.

In the firft book De Univerfitate, the following paflagc occurs :

—

" There is a portion of land hitherto undifcovered at the Nadir or on the meridian

which forms the antipodes of our regions, which, however it may be, whether or not

pertaining to the Atlantic continent, being almofl adherent to it at Martin Bohem's
flrait, we annex to that land which forms a part of the new world f. In the fecond

book Pofl .'1 repeats what he had faid before : " But the new world," he fays, " ftretches

from pole to pole uninterruptedly except where the connexion is broken by Martin

Bohem's Strait, at 55 degrees beyond the equator, through which Strait Magalen pafl'ed

to circumnavigate the world, and from which he failed to the Moluccas |."

After the publication of this book of Poftcl, Benzon produced his Hiftory of the

New World ^, which he dedicated to Pope Pius IV. This book was printed at Geneva
in Latin, in 1578, 1581, 1586, 1600, and 1670, in 8vo. under the title Nova; Orbis

Ilifbriffi, &c. Benzon likewife tranflated this book into French, and editions in that

language in 8vo. appeared in 1579 and 1580. It was publifhed in German at Bafle, in

folio, in 1579 ; in Dutch at Amilerdam, in 4to. 1650. It was likewife given in Englilh

at London, in folio, in 1625 ; and is inferted book iv. page 144S, of the new edition of

Purchas's Collettion of Voyages, publilhed alfo in London, 4to. 1773.
In the work of Benzon himfelf no mention is made of Martin Behaim, but he is

alluded to in the Latin remarks of Chauveton, in words of which the following is a

tranflation:

—

" The exploration of this Strait is to be attributed to Magellan, for the commanders
of the other vcflTols were of opinion that the fea here aflbrded no palTage, and merely-

opened into a bay Magellan however knew that it was a ftrait, owing, as is faid, (this

he might have heard from Pollel) to his having feen it laid down in a fea chart of that

celebrated navigator Martin Bohem, preferved in the mufeum of the King of Por-

tugaUj.

This (latement was copied by Theodore de Bry, in his America ^, and is inferted in

the French tranflation of Benzon, 1579**. From Chauveton alfo, Mctellus, who is

quoted by Wagenleil, extradcd the obfervation, and in fliort all fucceeding authors,

the one copying the other. Indeed Chauveton is the perfon who has given the greateft

• PublifhcJ at Baflc in 410. and Ludg. Batav. 1636, 16010. edit. tcrt. c. ii. p. xxii.

t Gulicl. Poiielli de Uiiivcrfitatt: liber. Parifis, ij'Sj, 4to. lib. ii. Liigd. Latav. 1635, edit. tert. lib. ii.

p. xxxvii.

% Ibid. p. cclvi.

§ Novse (Jrbis Hifiorli, i- e. Rerum ab Hifpanis in India Occidcntali lia<f\enu8 gcflarum, et de acerbo

illorum in eas j;cntcs dominatu libri tres, piimum ab Hicronymo Beiizone, Italico fcrmone con-

lcripl?e, nunc in Latiiuim traiiilali et notis illullrati ab TJrbano Calvatone.

II
See hook i. of ilic Voyage by I'igafclta, page 3 16. where this ilatcnicnt is made by Pigafctta himfelf;

fee alfo the remarks of Signer Amotelti, parag. xii. of the Inlroduiftion to the Voyage. Eng. Trans.
•[ Francof. ad Mccn. 1594) 1596, and 151,9, in folio, part iv. p. Ixvi. •» Page cxx.xvi.

currency
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currency to this tale of the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan by Behaim. Not the

flightefl indication of any fuch ilrait is vifible on the globe conflrufted by Behaim, in

1492 ; it is even altogether unlikely that after his return to Portugal, or rather to the

ifland Fayal, Behaim could have had any knowledge of a ftrait unthought of by any

navigator before Magellan, and confequently previous to the year 1 519.

Marco Antonio Pigafctra in like manner gave currency to the tale of the difcovery

of America by Behaim in his Itinerario. (Londra, 1585, 4to.) I am ignorant whether

or no any mention be made of Martin Behaim in his R.Iazione di Congo e delle cir-

convicine contrade, tratta dagli fcritri e raggionamenti di Odoardo Lopez, Portoghcze,

per Philippo Pigafetta ;
(Roma. 1 59 1 , fol. fig. J for I have not feen the book.

When therefore we read in the Gottingen Almanac that " Criftoval Colon, a Genoefe,

difcovered, in 1492, the fourth divifion of the globe, to which pofterity ungratefully

have given the name of America, from Americo Vefpucci, a Florentine," and that

" the family of Behaim, at Nuremberg, lay claim to this honour, which they attribute

to one of their anceftors named Martin Behaim, relying chiefly on the teflimony of

Pigafetta, a Spanifli writer of that time. At leafl it appears indifputable that this

Martin Behaim difcovered the Brazils in 1485, under the reipn of John II. King of Por-

tugal. He died at Lill)on in 1506."—When, I fay. one reads this paflage, one can but

feel furprife that, in 1778, it fhould be pretended Pigafetta was a Spanilh writer, and

that Behaim difcovered the Brazils in 1485.

Barros, who gives anexaft account of the expedition of Magellan *, fays not a fingle

word of Martin Behaim, or his chart.

Following chronological order, we mufl now pafs to the teflimony of Herrera, a

Spanifli author. This excellent hiftorian advances, on fimple hearfay, that Behaim was

aPortuguefe, born in the ifland Fayal, one of the Azores, and that it was him who
confirmed Colon in his projedf ; it is moreover merely from rumour that he afcribes

in part to him the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan |.

Varenius § fixes the date of the difcovery of the Strait of Magellan, in the year

1513, and attributes it to one Vafquez Nunez de Valboa. " Magcilanus," he fays,

" firft; difcovered and failed through it in the year 1520 ; though before him, that is to

fay, in the year 1513, Vafcus Nunius de Valboa is faid to have had an idea of its

exifl:ence
||
when on a voyage to this part for the purpofe of exploring the fouthern

region." It is this fame Vafquez alfo, and not Martin Behaim, to whom Varenius

adverts in the paragraph that follows in the fourteenth chapter, written to prove that

the ocean flows confl:antiy from eafl to wefl: within the zone called the Torrid, that is,

between the two tropics. This is the tranflation of the paflage : " Thus the fea is

ftated to run with a ftrong current from eafl: to wefl: through the Strait of Magellan,

whence Magellan, (or he who, as fome affirm, difcovered it before him), conjeftured it

to be a (Irait by which the Atlantic communicated with the Pacific Ocean."

Jan Wuelfer ^ aflerts the fame in fpeaking of Behaim as was advanced by Wagenfeil,

after examining the papers of the family in the archives of Nuremberg. But the hifl:ory

and the globe of Behaim controvert all thefe pretended fads, and fhew that he had no

• Decada terceira, lib. v, cap. viii. i.v. x. folio 139—148 Lifboa. 1628 folio.

f Ant de Herrera, Dec. i. lib. i. cap. ii. p. iv. Yella opinion le (CoIomb.)confirin6 Martin de Bohemia,
Portugues, fu amigo, natural de la ifla de Fayal, gran cofmografo.

t Decad ii. c xix. p. Ixvi.

§ Geog gen. c xii p. vii. et c xiv. prod. vii. p. no. Napoll.

II
" Jllud animac'vcrtilTe dicitur" is the expitffion. Eng. Trans.

^ Oral, de Majoribus Occani Infulis- Nurimb. 1691, bvo. 98— 102 Omeis de claris quibufdam. Norimb.

p. xiii.

knowledge



PIGAFETTA*S VOYAGE ROUND THE WORLD. 4I5

knowledge whatever of America. Still by this declaration I do not mean to infer but,

within the time between 1494 and 1506, during which he refided at Fayal, he might
have had fome information refpeding the new world, and even the Strait of Magellan,

Meflrs. Schwartz *, Moerlf, Bielefeld |, Fuerer §, and Will
||, adduce nothing

on the principal point which materially differs from what is found in Wagenfeil,
Wuelfer, Stuvenius, and Doppclmayr.
Had writers looked into Spanifh and Portugucfe authors they would not have pub-

lifhed fo many erroneous ftatemcnts rcfpedling Martin Behaim.
The name of Martin Behaim is not to be found in any Portuguefe work, that alone

excepted of Manuel Tellez dc Sylva •[, and in no one in the Spanifh tongue but in the

two paflages of Herrera, before alluded to, in which his name is ftated to be Martin de
Boheme, that he was by birth a Portuguefe, and born in the ifland of Fayal, an error

copied by Mr. Robertfon in his Hiflory of America.

Martin Behaim was at Antwerp in the month of June of the year 1479 ; and in this

city it doubtlefs was that he became acquainted with fome of the Flemings refident in

the ifland Fayal, that del Pico, or that of Job de Hucrter ; and fliortly afterwards in all

likelihood he went to Portugal, where he was fo highly efteemed on account of his

knowlcge of cofmography, as to obtain apofl: in the Hcet defigned for a new voyage of
difcovcry oil' Africa, under the command of Diego Cam, the propofals of Colon having
been rcjedcd the year before, owing to the king preferring real advantages to projeds
which were regarded at befl as doubtful.

The crufades had afforded to Europeans frequent opportunities of vifiting the coafls

of Africa. The Normans, in 1365, attempted to afcend the Senegal River with a view
of avoiding the duties paid at Alexandria, but it was the Infant Don Henry ** who, by
his glorious enterprize, was the principal infligator of after maritime expeditions, by
doubling Cape Bojador, and by his difcovery of the Azores Iflands.

King John II. fliortly after his acccflion to the throne in 14S1, caufed twelve veflels

to be equipped for the purpofe of following up previous difcoveries. This fleet was
entrufted to Don Diego Dazambuya. The Portuguefe conftrudcd, on the coaft of

Guinea, Fort St. George de la Mina, with permiflion of Caramanfa, the fovereign of the

country, and in aftertime tranfmuted it into a town.

Martin Behaim, from his own obfervance in pcrfon at the time, has indicated a num-
ber of places difcovered on the fecond expedition, in 1484. I Ihall enumerate here the

names of the whole of them along the coafl of Africa.

• DifTett. He Columnis Herculis, AltJorfii, 1749, 410. parag. ult. Popowitfch has likewHe thrown

light on this pafTage, in his Rtftarches relative to the Sea. Niirem. 1750, p. xxxi.

f Don Joh. vilgifm. Moerlii Orat. inaug. dc Mentis Norimbergenrium in Geographiam ; in the Myfacum
Noricum, p. cxxiii. (Altdorf. 1759,410.)

\ De Bielcfild. Progres des Allemands dans les Sciences, Ics Belles Lettres, et les .4rts, ch. iii. des

Inventions and des Dccouvertes des Allemands, p. 48— 52.

§ Joh. Sigiftn. Tuerrci, Oratio de Martino lichninio, in Mnf. Nor. p. ccclxxxv.—cccc.

II
In Niirtnbcrgifchcn Gilchrten Lexicon, book i. p. Iviii. and in the Mundlbclulligungcn.

^ Nnte, fee page 4C9. of this work.
'*• The Infant Don Henry Dnke of Vifcu was the fourth fon of John I. by Philippina of Lancafter,

fiflcr of Henry VI. of England. He died 13 November, 1463, though Vafconcellos pretends his death took

place ten years earlier. Sec Banu», Dccad. i, lib. i. cap. xvi.j

NORTHERN
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NORTHERN COAST OF AFRICA.

Targa, Alcadia, One, Oran, Bones, Alger *, Bogia, Bona Bezzert, Cartago, SiefTa,

Comeras, AfFrica, Kathalia, 7'unis, Ftokmais, Sulfa fi, a King of the Holy Land, a Prince

Plffi^/fed of many kingdoms in Arabia, Egypt, and at Damafcus.

Tripoli, Barbarum, Brata, Las Vechas, Cafar, Tofar, Dibrida, Bayda, Modebare,
Ptolemais, Vefeli, Salinos, Cazalles, Porta Ruraiba, Torre de Lorabo, Porto Vejo,

Alexandria, Egyptus.

T.HE COAST OF AFRICA TO THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

Caflei del Mare, Agilon, the kingdom of Morocco.

Deferta, Cabo Boflador.

Lazzaron, four islands.

Altas Monies Torre Darem, Giefo, Bon, "Rio de Oro, Cabodo Barbaro, San Mathia,

Cabo Bianco, Caflei d'Argin, Rio de San Johan, Genea, the King Burbiirram f de

Genoa (Guinea) the kingdom of Organ. The Moors cf Tunis travel as far as to this

country with caravans for fihvcr. Ponta (a promontory or tongue of land) da Tofia,

Os Medos, Sanda in Monte, Anteroti, As Palmas, Terra de Belzom, Cabo de Cenega,
Rio de Cenega, Rio de Melli.

Cabo Verde, Rio de Jago, Rio de Gambia, the King Babarin de Gambia Galof
Bogaba, de Sayres, Rio Grande, Rio de Criftal, Rio de Pifchel.

Sera Lion. From this country cardamoms are imported into Portugal, Rio de Galinas

(Hen River) Rio de Cainboas.

Rio de Forzi al Barero, Rio de Palma, Pinias. Terra d'Malaget (Cardamom Land)
Cabo Corfo, Angra (Bay) Uqua, Rio de Sant-Andre, Ponta da Redis (Redis Point),

Seria Morena, Angra de Pouaraca, Caflei de Loro, Refgate de Nave, Olig de Saint

Martin, Bon de Nao, Rio de San-Johan-Baptifta, Tres Pontas, Mincra Quuri, da Volem,
Angra Tirin, Villa Freinta, Terra Bara, Villa Longa.

Ripa, Monte Rafo, the kingdom of Mormelli ; in this kingdom does the gold grow
which isfoughtfor by order of the King of Portugal.

Rio Largo. This river is eighteen hundred Portuguefe leagues or miles, or twelve

hundred German miles from Llfhon. Rio de Sclavos, Rio de Forcada, Rio de Ramos,
Rio de Behemo, Cabo Formofo, Tierra de Penelo, Rio da Sierra, Angra de Stefano,

Golfo de Grano, Rio Boncero. The country of the King of Furfur, where pepper

grows, difcovcred on account cf the King of Portugal in 1485.
Cicurlus cquinoccialis.

Cabo de las Marenas Toppofite to the) Infula do Principe.

Serra di San Dominico, Angra do Principe, Alcazar, Rio de Furna, x'i.ngra da Bacca,

Terra de Eftreas (oppofite to the) Infula Saudi Thoma \.

Rio de Santa Maria Cabo de Santa Catherina, Capo Gonzale, Rio de San Mathia,

•Oraia de Judeo, Beia Defeira, Rio de Sant-Andre (oppofite to the) Infula Martini (Four

• All given here in Ualics is written on the globe of Behaim in larger cliaraflers, and with a deeper

coloured red ink. The kingdom of Congo or Zai'ra as il is fometimes denominated, is not marked on this

globe.

f Bor-biran. Barros, Dec. i. lib. iii. cap. viii.

X This iflaiid, and thofe Do Prencipe and Anno Buon, were difcovered under Alphonfo V. in 1472,
.according to Barros. Decad. i. lib. ii. cap. ii. which however contradifts a former affertion of Martin
jSehaim, in which he dates it to have been difcovered in the year 1484.

a Iflands).
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Iflands). Item, in this country it isfummer when winter reigns in Europe ; and all the

birds and quadrupeds are different from ours. Here alfo much amber grows, called in

Portugal, algalhia.

Cabo de Catherina, Scrra de San£lo Spirito, Praia (bank) de Imperator, Ponta de

Bearo, Angra de Santa Marta, Golfo de San Nicolo, Serra Corafo da Corte Reial, Golfo
de Judeo, Ponta Formofa, Deferta d'Arena, Ponta Bianca, Golfo de San Martin, Ponta
Formofa, Golfo das Almadias, Rio de Patron, Rio Ponderofo, Muoruodo, Rio da
Madalena, Angra and Rio de Femande, Ponta de Miguel, Infula de Capre. Inland

are moreover written, Luna monies, Abafta Ethiopia, Agifmba. Here is afandy and arid

country called the Torrid Zone, badly peopled, fave in that part where water isfound.

Cabo Delta, Ponta Alta, o Gracil, Caftel Podorofo de San Auguftino, Angra Manga,
Cabo de Lion, Rio Certo, Terra Fragofa. This is the Cape, denominated of Good
Hope by Juan II., otherwife called the Cape of Storms. Here the Portuguefe flag is

painted, and above it a veflel with the following infcription :

—

" Here the columns of the King of Portugal were raifed on the i8th January, in

the year of our Lord 1485."
" In the year from the birth of J. C. 1484, the illuftrious Don Juan, King of Por-

tugal, caufed two veflels," &c. (See page 397).
The remainder of the coaft, as far as Sinus Lagoa, is laid down in the following

order :

—

Monte Nigro (by the fide of it) Lacarto, Narbion, Agifenba, Blufla, Ricon, Cabo
Ponero. Terra Agua, Rio de Bethlehem, Pouarafzoni, Angra de Gatto, Roca, Rio de
Hatal, Orenas, San Steffan, Rio dos Montes, Rio de Requiem, Cava Ledo, Rio Tu-
cunero. Prom, San Bartolomeo Viego. In this country the inhabitants havefommer when
it is winter in Europe ; and whenfoimmer reigns with us, it is winter with them. Beneath

the infcription there is alfo a fliip painted, with thefe words :

—

Oceanus maris a/peri Meridio)ialis.

" Thus far the veffels of the Portuguefe advanced ; here they eredled their column,

and by the end of nineteen months returned to their own country."

I deem it expedient to throw fome additional light on the places marked on the globe

of Behaim, from what is mentioned by Barros *. The King ordered that columns of

ftone, twice the height of a man, on which the arms of Portugal were fculptured,

Ihouldbe taken on board the two veflels. Till this period, Cape Saint Catherine was

the extremity of the coaft explored. Diego Cam or Can proceeded as far as to the

mouth of the Zai'ra, and erefted the columns, which occafioned the river to be known
for a long time by the name of the River of Columns (it is the Rio de Padrono, called

by Behaim Rio do Patron), and difcovered the kingdom of Congo.

The Ponta Formofa of Behaim f was no doubt the ifland difcovered by Feman del Po,

in 1485, and which received his name. There is fome doubt alfo refpeding the Angra

and Rio Femande, marked on the globe of Behaim.

Martin Behaim likewife makes mention of two caravellas |. Thefe two vefllls were

commanded by Diego Cam and Juan Alphonfo Davero, orDaveiro§. This latter

commander difcovered the kingdom of Benin, two hundred miles from Fort St. George

dc la Mina, and brought the firft Guinea pepper to Portugal. Behaim marks down
Angra de Gatto (Cat Bay), where, according to Barros, a factory was eftabliflied.

• Decad. i. lib. iii. c. ii.

f See page 416. f See page 397.

jl
Vafconccllos, Vida y Accionei del Rey Don Juan d begundu, Ub. vi.

VOL. XI. 3 H The
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The kingdom of Organ of Behaim is called by Barros (chap, iv.) the kingdom of

Ogan.
Behaim by his globe appears to have had feme idea of Ethiopia, a country the ex-

ploration of which was further purfued under Bartolomeo Dias, in i486, and laid down
chiefly from the maps of Africa of Ptolomey, efpecially the weftern part of that country,

Dias moreover, jointly with his brother Peter and the Infant Don Juan, difcovered the

Cape of Good Hope, which however they did not double.

In 1485 Martin Behaim was made a knight of the order of Chrift by the King ; but

it is not poflible this event fhould have taken place, as affirmed in a certain German
manufcript of that time, on the i8th February; for a month earlier than this date he

was on board the fleet off the point of Africa. Refende *, who has mentioned the moft

minute circumftances that related to the reign of Juan III., fays nothing of this creation,

though he has not omitted to detail the honour and dignities heaped on Don Gonzale

Vas de Cafl:elbranco ; but he, as well as Barros, Vafconcellos, and many other writers,

are filent refpeding Behaim, who was the cofmographer of the fleet, on which too, very

poiTibly, his father Job de Huerter was embarked. According to a family tradition the

King of Portugal, in a letter addreflfed to Behaim in his own hand writing, is reputed to

have faid : " Having fo long obferved your integrity, we are induced to believe that

wherever you may be there is ourfelf ;" &c. f a circumftance which feems incredible,

feeing the chief hiftorians of Portugal are wholly filent on the fubjeft.

Portugal was not ungrateful to the Germans, who had been ufeful in promoting its

profperity. On the 2d February, 1503, Wolf Holzfhuer, a patrician of Nuremberg,

as a reward for his courage and the importance of his fervices, received » diploma, by
which King Emanuel allowed him to bear on his fhield a IVIoor's head and the crofs of

the order of Chrift ; and this grant was afterwards ratified by Charles V. in 1547.
It does not feem hkely that Martin Behaim failed with the after-expeditions to

Africa |. He remained at Fayal, where, in i486, he married the daughter of Job de
Huerter, who in 1489 gave him a fon, Martin III.

^ In 1 49 1, or perhaps in 1490, our cavalhero repaired to Nuremberg to fee his family.

On the 3d Auguft, 1492, Colon fet fail from Palos, and difcovered the ifland Lucaya,

called alfo Guanahani, to which he gave the name of San Salvador. In a very ufeful

work printed not long ago at Venice, allufion is made to our Behaim. " There are"

it fays, " fome who believe Colon to have been inftigated to think of the new world

from a cafual fight of fome foreign charts defigned either by forne friend, by Martino
Anbalouza a Cantabrian, by a Portuguefe of unknown name, or by Alphonso
Sanchez de Huelba an Andalufian §." On the 3d March of the following year

Colon entered the port of Reftelo(now Belem) on the Tagus j but he left it fhortly after,

* Chronica que trafta da vida e das grandiflimae virtudes do chriftianiffimo Dotn Juaiio o Sscundo
defte nome. Feyta por Garcia dc Refende tm Lifboa, 1596, folio, cap. lix. p. 39. b.

f Quia perfpefta nobis jam diu integritas tua nos inducit ad credendum quod ubi tu es, eft perfona

Boftra, &c.

:); Jn the month of May, 1487, Pedro de Cavilham and Alphonfo de Payva failed on new difcoverits.

They took with them a chart which had been made from a map of the world by Cafladillo BiHiop of Vifeo,

an excellent aftrononier. This chart it might probably be which was fufpended in the cabinet of Doa
Emanuel King of Portugal, and attributed to our Behaim.

In 1488 Vas dc Cunhaand Don Juan de Bemoin were fent to conftruft a fort on the river Sanaga ; but
the attempt did not fucceed. In 1490 the King difpatched Ruixde Souza to Congo.

§ Fafti Novi Orbl3,et ordinationis apoftolicarum, ad Indias pertinentium, hreviarium cum annotation ibus.

Opera D. Cyriaci Morelli, prelbyteri, olim in univerfitate Neo-Cordubenfi in Tucumania profefforis.

VenitiJs 1776, 4 May, p. Ixi.

3 after
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after having had an audience of Juan II. who received him in a very gracious manner,
and oppofed no obftacle to his return to Spain.

Martin Behaim in 1492 finifhed his terreftrial globe at Nuremberg, a work he had
been induced to by the entreaty of the three chief magiftrates of that city ; and in 1493
he arrived fafe in Portugal, whence he went to join his father in law in the ifland Fayal.

The King, Don Juan II. repofed great confidence in our cavalhero. In 1494 he fent

him to Flanders to his natural fon Prince George, to whom he wifhed the crown to

defcend, which however devolved on Don Emanuel, his filler's fon. Behaim on his

voyage hither was fo unfortunate as to be captured at fea and carried to England, where
he fell fick. Recovering, after three months he again embarked, and was a fecond

time taken by a cruizer and carried into France. After paying his ranfom he repaired

to Antwerp and Bruges, whence he wrote an account of thefe mifliaps to the Senator

Michael Behaim his coufin, his letter bearing date i ith March, 1494. This letter how-
ever he did not forward until his return to Portugal, whither he was haflily recalled.

After the death of Don Juan, which happened on the 25th October, 1494, no
mention occurs of Behaim until 1506, the year of his death. In the interval it follows

that he maintained no epiftolary correfpondence with his family, having already received

from it all he had a right to expeft.

The Emperor Maximilian rendered the following honorable teflimony of the voyages

of Behaim : " Martino Bohemo nemo unus Imperii civium magis umquam peregrinator

fuit, magifque remotas adivit orbis regiones."

In this interval voyages of difcovery Hill continued to be repeated with fuccefs, and
in 1496 Vafco de Gama doubled the Cape of Good Hope.

In 1499 ^on Emanuel Cwho was born in 1469 and died In 1521), projefting the

conquefl: of the eafl, entrufled the expedition and command of the fleet to Vafco de
Gama •.

Vincent Yanes PInzon, on the 26th of January, 1500, difcovered the Cape da Con/o-

lacion or St. Auguflin, and fliortly after the mouth of the Maragnan or River of the

Amazons f.

" On the fecond expedition in 1 500, Petro Alvaro Caprali being chief, was difcovered

the Terra da Santa Cruz, vulgarly called the Brazils. This is the ftatement of Vaf-

concellos J, and Barros dates that the Brazil^ were difcovered the 24th April, 1500 §.
" In 1501 the King, Don Emanuel, fent Americo Vefpucci to make new difcoveries

in the South Sea. This navigator had the good fortune on the ift April, 1502, to make
the firfl difcovery ||

of the coafl of the province now known by the denomination of

Terra Firnia.

In 1505 Peter de Anaya made the Portuguefe acquainted with Monomotapa.
It fecms as if after his-return Martin Behaim renounced all new enterprizes, and this

chiefly owing to his advanced age. In 1506 he failed from Fayal to Lilbon, where he

• P. Antonii Vafconcelli, S. J. Anaccphaleofes, i. c. Summa Capita aflorum regum Lufitaniz. Anto.

1621, 4to. fig. pag. 265.

+ Emanuel Rodriguez, S. J. Kelacion del Maragnan y del Amazonas.

J Vafconccilos, Anaccphalcofts, ice.

f Barros, Dec. i. lib. iv. c. ii. Cyr. Morclli S. J. Fafti, Novi Orbis, p. ro.

II
Mr de Murr is certainly in error lure ; for, according to the bed hillorians, Rodriguez de Baftidias

and Juan de la Cofa were the full who, failing on a courfc dire(3ly well, reached the coaft of Paria,

and continuing thr fame dirrrtion difcovered the province of Terra Firma, with all the coall from Cape

Vela to the Gulf of Darien. It is true Vefpucci followed the fame trad without knowing tills, and faw

the fame rtiorcs, but this happened after the exploration of the two naYi'gaiors alluded Co. Amoretti.

2 H 2 died
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died on the 29th of July in that year *, as is proved by authentic documents. The

flatement therefore on the atchievement placed by his fon Martin on the right of the

great altar in the choir of the church of Saint Catherine, at Nuremberg, that this event

took place on the 1 5th July, 1 507, is erroneous. Martin Behaim was buried in the

church belonging to the Dominicans at Lifbon.

The family poffeffes a very handfome portrait of Martin Behaim ; another of inferior

antiquity below it bears the following infcription :
—" Martinus Bobetnus^ Noribcrg.

Eques, Serenijimorum Johannis 1 1 et Emmanuelis Lufttania Regum ThalaJiuSj et Mathe-

tnaiicus inftgnis. Obiit i^c6, Lijbona."

• Martin Behaim was born in 14361 he was confequently feventy years of age when he died.

AUSTRAL.
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^ , npHAT we may leave nothing unattempted that may further the knowledge
loib.

J j^ ^f the regions hitherto fpoken of, wo Ihall include in this article fuch

imperfeft notices of the Dutch navigations to the Terra Auftralis, as we have been

able to pick up, though few of them are very confiderable, or of length fufficient to

form feparate journals. Though the principal difcoveries of thefe vaft regions, which

lie to the fouth of the Molucca Iflands, are undoubtedly due to the Dutch navigators,

yet we have but very few of their journals, as they have induftrioufly concealed from

other nations, and even from their own countrymen, the informations brought by their

navigators, for the rcafons we have already mentioned in our firft book. Were we
poffeffed of the journals of thofe Dutch feamen who have vifited the coafls of the

fouthern regions, they would afford us many ufeful hints refpedling geography, and

©ttier objects of curiofity. The bell thing we have of this fort, is the chart given by

Thevenot, at the end of Pelfart's journal, in the firfl; volume of his coUedions. This

journal, and that of Abel Tafman, the reader will find below, in the order of time.

But we fee, by Thevenot's preface, that he had in his poffeifion feveral other journals

relative to the fame fubjeft. " The Terra Auftralis (fays he), which makes a fifth

part of our globe, has been difcovered at difterent times. That part of it, called

Witlandt, was firft feen in 1628. The land of Peter Nuytz the i6th of January 1627^
Diemen's Land in November 1642, and New Holland in 1644- The Chinefe were

well acquainted with this country formerly, for we find Marco Polo, the Venetian,

mentions feveral great iflands lying to the fouth-eaft of Java, which he muft have

learned from the Chinefe, as well as what he fays of Madagafcar ; for this nation did

what the Europeans do now, traverfing all thefe Indian feas, quite to the Cape of Good
Hope, to extend their commerce, or to make new difcoveries. Pelfart, whofe relation

is fubjoined, was thrown on this coafl more by accident than defign ; but we fliull give

afterwards the voyages of Charpentier and Van Diemen, to whom the principal honour

of this difcovery belongs. He brought away with him gold, china-ware, and other

curiofities, which made people at firft imagine that thefe were the produce of the

country, whereas they were in truth part of the cargo of a carrack which had been

fliipwrecked on that coaft. People imagine this country to be very rich, becaufe the

• liift. de Nav. tranflatcd by Callandir.

Dutch
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Dutch make a great myftery of whatever concerns this navigation. And why fiiould

they be i"o careful in concealing it, did the country produce nothing worth the trouble

of making fo long a voyage ? We alfo know, that they once fent troops to form a

fettlenicnt here ; but they found a ftout refinance from the natives, who, ill armed as

they were, refifted the Dutch with great vigour, advancing into the water to hinder

their landing. On their return, they reported that they found the favages to be eight

feet high. Pelfart fays nothing of their extraordinary fize, and perhaps the Dutch,

being heartily frightened, thought the favages much taller than they really were."

Unluckily Thevenot did not fulfil his proniife with regard to Carpentaria, which is a

large country, and lies in the ordinary traft of navigation to the eaftern illands, in la-

titude ID degrees fouth. Thevenot, at the time of his death, was preparing a fifth

volume of his colleftion, fome impcrfcd Iheets of which were found in his ftudy, con-

taining the journals of Pelfart and Tafman. But there was nothing to be feen refpeding

Carpenter or General Diemen (in cafe it be true that Diemen had preferved any journal

of his voyage), or if ever Thevenot was poflefled of fuch manufcripts, they are now
loft. In Ihort, we have nothing of any length on this fubjeft, except the journals of

Pelfart and Tafman. We, indeed, fee in the new hiftory of voyages, publilhed at Am-
flerdam in 171 8, a fort of memorial concerning the land difcovered by Nuytz, tending

to prove, that as this countiy is fituated in the fifth cHmate, between 34 and 36 de-

grees latitude, it muft be one of the moft temperate and fertile regions on the globe.

It is added, that this memorial was thought to have been drawn up by order of the

celebrated Law, to infpire the French with a tafte for new difcoveries. The conclufion

drawn from the fituation of this country is certainly juft ; nor can we fee any reafon

for the fufpicion of fome who have thought that this region has only of late been left

bare by the ocean, fince it was firft feen by Nuytz in 1627.

New Holland is that vaft region which extends from the 6th to the 34th degree of

fouth latitude, and from longitude 124 degrees to 187. To the north it has the Mo-
lucca iflands, or the fea of Lanchidol. To the weft and fouth the Indian ocean, and

the Pacific to the eaft ; but, in this immenfe ftretch of land, we are acquainted only

with fome parts of the coaft lying feparate from each other, without being able to

affirm whether they compofe one continent, or (as it is more likely) whether they are large

iflands feparated from each other by canals or arms of the fea, the narroweft of which

have been fuppofed by navigators to be the mouths of rivers. Neither are we yet

affured, whether or no New Holland joins New Guinea on the north, or Diemen's Land
on the fouth. Tafman has verified by his courfe, that New Zealand, lying to the fouth-

eaft, is totally feparated by the fea from the continents and iflands that lie nearer the

equator. The principal countries of New Holland that we are yet acquainted with are

Carpentaria to the north-eaft, the coaft of which, forming a great bay, faces to the

•weft. At the entry of this bay are the Molucca iflands ; to the north He the lands of

Arnheim and Diemen, which lall is different from the Diemen of Abel Tafman. To
the north-weft lies the land of De With. Towards the weft lie Endracht or Concordia,

Edels, and Lewin's Land. This laft occupies the point on the fouth-weft. To the fouth

lies the land of Peter Nuytz, and further fouth, but treading eaftwards, the land of

Diemen, if, indeed, this laft fhould be comprehended under the divifion we are now
defcribing.

In running along the eaft coaft of this country, back towards the equator, we find

the Terra Auftralis del Efpiritu Santo, difcovered by Quiros. But all the vaft interval,

lying betwixt Lewin and Quiros's difcovery, is fo little known, that we cannot tell

what
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what part of it is land, and what is fea. This traft extends from latitude 43 degrees

fouth, to latitude 1 9 degrees, and has not hitherto been vifited, at lead as far as we know.
Wifcher tells us, that, in going to the Eafl: Indies, feveral have run along the coaft of
this new world, by keeping their courfe due eaft from the Cape of Good Hope, till

they fell in with the coafl of New Holland. This was the courfe Uanipier followed,

as we fliall fee in his journal. The Dutch navigators, abundantly occupied in fecuring

their other poifeflions in the Eaft Indies, have done little more than give names to the

principal capes, bays, and rivers they fell in with along this co?ft, never ftaying longer

here than was abfolutely neceflary to get the refrefhments they wanted, and thefe

(fays Paulmier) were always furnilhed readily by the inhabitants. He adds, that the

Dutch have often wintered on thefe coafts, and fpent time enough among the natives

to enable them to give us very particular accounts, both of them and their country,

if the Eaft India Company, for interefted reafons, had not hindered them. Nay, we
find a Dutchman offering the fame thing, in his preliminary difcourfe to the northern

voyages, " II eft certain (fays he) que les Hollandois ont fait des tres grandes

decouvertes du cote des Terres Auftrales inconnues, quoiqu'ils ne les ayent prefque

pas publices jufqu' a prefent. Ce filence myfterieux, et ce que Ton a dit des richelfes

de ces terres, fait croire que les Hollandois n'ont pas a coeur la recherche des Terres

Auftrales, craignant peut-etre qu'il ne prit envie a des etrangers de s'y etablir, au
prejudice du negoce de leur compagnie." That this is the real nature of their conduft

we may be afTured from their hard ufage of Le Maire, and the bad reception Dampier
met with in the iflc of Timor, not to mention many other inftances, equally well known,
and univerfally detefted.

1 606.J We find in Saris's Journal, preferved by Purchas, under this year, an
account of a fmall vefTel, called the Little Sun, being fent by the Dutch from the

Molucca Iflands for the difcovery of New Guinea ; which country (fays Saris) they

knew nothing of at that time ; but where they imagined gold was to be found. In the

following year (lays Saris) I was told by a Chinefe captain, juft come from Banda, that

the Dutch vclTei had put in there on her return from New Guinea. The crew gave an
account, that having made a defcent on the coaft in order to learn fomething of the

country, the natives received them vith a fhower of arrows, which had killed nine

Dutchmen. They repref-nted thefe people as very barbarous, and even cannibals ;

and being afraid to ftay longer on thefe inhofpitable fhores, they returned without

doing any thing.

161 6.3 The firft land difcovered this year was that called Concordia o'- Endracht,

by Theodoric Hcrtog, a native of Endracht, who landed there in the month of Oftober.

This coaft lies from 19 to 25 degrees fouth latitude. The principal inlet here,

called Sliarp's Bay, abounds with fea-dogs ; and the great ledge of rocks, lying oft" the

moft fouthern part of the coaft, is called the Abrolhos of Frederick Houtman. The
river, or rather ftrait, to the northward, goes by the name of Jacob RemcfTens, in

nearly 22 degrees fouth latitude : this country has fince been feen by Pelfart and

Dampier, as we Ihall find in their journals.

1618.J This year one Zeachen, a native of Arnheim, difcovered the land called

Arnheim and Diemen about the latitude 14 degrees. Dicmen owes its name to

Anthony Van Diemen, at that time general of the Dutch Eaft India Company, who
returned to Europe with v:ift riches in 163 1. It is to be fuppnfcd that, during his ftay

in the Indies, he had greatly promoted the difcovery of the fouthern world, as we find

the navigators impofing his name on many of the capes, rivers and bays of that

country.
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In 1619. John Edels coafted the weflcrn fhore to the fouthward, and left his

name to it. Edel's land lies nearly in 39 degrees fouth.

In 1622, was difcovered that point where the land makes a turn from weft to

fouth-eaft in '^5 degrees fouth latitude. To this was given the name of Lewin, or the

Lionefs, probably becaufe this was the fhip's name. Du Quefne was upon this coaft

afterwards in the year 1687 ; and we are told that one Flamming, a Dutchman, with

three Ihips, touched here in 1697, and found feveral ^.'ood havens and rivers well

ftored with fifli in latitude 31 degrees 30 minutes. We fbnll give below, in the

order of time, what we could recover of his journal. This part of the coaft has been

little vifijted fmce.

In 1628, William de Witte gave his name to that part of the coaft he furveyed

in 3 2 degrees fouth latitude, to the north of the river Remeflens. Here it was too,

that in the fame year, Viane, a Dutch captain, was ftiipwrecked, being thrown on this

coaft while he waspaffing the dangerous Strait of Bali, to theeail of Java.

In this year too (and not in 1662, as Prevoft fays) Carpentaria received its name,
from one Carpenter, a Dutchman, and governor of the India Company. He difcovered

it during his government, and returned with five fhips very richly laden to Europe,
in June 1628. It would feem that this whole coaft has been carefully examined by
the Dutch, as in Thevenot's Dutch charts, we have the names, in that language,

of a great many bays, capes and watering places along it. At laft, in the year

1664, this vaft region received the name of New Holland, which it ftill bears in all

the maps.

Before we quit this fubjeft altogether, it may not be amifs to give the reader a
general view of the adjacent lands, which he will find more fully defcribed in the

journals that are to follow. We find towards the fouth-eaft, Diemen's Land, and
New Zealand, difcovered by Tafman in 1 642. This navigator, with two ftiips, failed

from Batavia, and in lefs than a year lafely made the tour of what we call Auftralafia.

His courfe was judiciouily conduded, and happily direded. We fee by his voyage,

how eafy it is for the Europeans, who poflefs eftablilhments in the Eaft Indies, to

vifit and difcover all thofe vaft regions, with very little charge or trouble. Tafman
touched at Diemen's Land, November 24. The part that he ran along extends from
latitude 41 to 44 degrees, and from longitude 166 to 169 degrees. New Zealand is

more extenfive : its coaft facing the weft, runs north and fouth, from latitude 33 to

44 degrees. Tafman only viewed this coaft, without landing on it. The Abbe Prevoft

tells us, that the Dutch vifited this coaft again in the year 1644, but gives us no account

of the captain's name, nor any extraft from his journal. By fbme ftrange miftake he
adds, that this land extends from latitude 44 to latitude 64 degrees, that is, almoft to

the polar circle.

We have feen before how New Guinea, lying north of Carpentaria, was difcovered

in the year 1527 by Alvar de Saavedra. This long ifland (or rather peninfula, if it

touches New Holland, which is yet uncertain) lies obliquely extended from the equator

to latitude i o degrees fouth. Its northern extremity, and feveral iflands along the

coafts, are inhabited by a nation called Papoos. This people are thought fuch good
foldiers, that the Mahometan kings of the neighbouring iflands often hire them for

foldiers. We find from De Lifle's chart of the Eaft Indies, the following names of
four little ftates in this country, Mian, Miffol, Ogneo, and Noton. Argenfola, in his

fecond book of the hiftory of the Moluccas, mentions four kings of the iflands in-

habited by the Papoos, Vaigamano, Vaigeo, Quibibio, and Mincibio, who entered into

a league formed by the feveral ftates of this Archipelago, to fupport each other againft:

4 the
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the tyranny of the Portuguefe. The Dutch continuator of Argenfola, in his 1 5th book,
mentions a war in the ifland Ceram, carried on by the Papous, in conjunction with

thofe of Ceram, againlt fome iflanders in the neighbourhood. Thefe fafts prove that

the Auftralafians, who he near the equator, are more civilized than fuch as are found
further to the fouth, and their manners are much the fame with thofe of the adjacent

iflands. Argenfola tells us, that, according to the tradition of the Moluccas, this

country was firfl peopled from the ifland Ternate, which is not improbable. The Indian

fable Argenfola mentions of the origin of this nation from four eggs, merits no more
attention than the ancient ftory of the Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Chaldeans of a

primitive egg, whence all things were formed, according to them. One thing, how-
ever, is remarkable, and might be fupported by many facts, were this a proper place

for fuch difquifitions, that mofl: of the ancient traditions of the Egyptians and Phoeni-

cians were firfl derived from India and thofe countries that lie near to the equator.

We (hall add here fuch general hints concerning thefe fouthern regions, from the

Dutch writers, as we have been able to pick up, though we depart from the chronolo-

gical order hitherto followed, and which we intend to purfue in the courfe of this work,
with regard to fuch writings as deferve the name of journals.

We find in a Dutch book printed at Amftcrdam 1753, in quarto, written by Nicolas

Struyk, feveral geographical oblervations on Auflralafia, but laid down in a very irre-

gular manner. We (hall here fee from the very words of this writer, that it is not
without good reafon that the Dutch are accufed of wilHngly leaving the knowledge of
this country very imperfeft.

This treatife fays nothing of the natural hiftoiy of this countiy, nor of the manners
of the inhabitants, two e(rential points, which Dampier (as we fliall fee when we come
to his two journals) has explained as fully as he po(ribly could. But how feldom do
we meet with fuch journals as Dampier's ! He was right in his conjedture, that this

land was nothing but a great number of iflands, and thofe openings taken by former
navigators for rivers, were really arms of the fea dividing thefe illands. The figure

he gives to the pcninfula inhabited by the Papous, joining to New Guinea, and ex-

tending in length from fouth-eaft to north-we(l (fuch as it is generally reprcfented in

our charts) is pretty good, excepting that its north-weft extremity is only a chain of
iflands, and not a peninfula. We come now to give a few extrads from the Dutch
author.

Though we are fometimes po(Te(red of maps and accounts of new difcovered coun-
tries, yet there may be many reafons for not publifliing them to the world. Firft, bc-

caufe we incline to rcferve fuch countries for (^ur own ufe, and prevent the approach

of other nations to them. Secondly, thefe dilcovcries may be yet too imperfect, and
we wait to have them completed. Or, thirdly, this fometimes never happens, becaufe

people do not chufc to lay out large fums in fitting out vcflels for difcovering countries,

the produifts of which, perhaps, may yield no profit to the adventurers. Be this as

it may, it is certainly ojuriuus to mankind in general, to conceal any thing from them
that tends to illuftratc fo ufeful a fcience as geograjihy is.

1697.] The 3d of May 1697, three Dutch velfels left the Texel, with orders to

examine the well coaft oi New Holland ; and they run along it from the ifland called

Rotteneft to the river William. An account of this voyage * was publifhed at Am-
ftcrdam in the year 1701, but without a map. They had fight of thefe fouthern regions

• We have never been able to meet wiih a copy of this journal, othcrwife we (hculd have iiifcrtcj it in-

tire in its place.
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December 29th, and they continued on thefe coafts to February 1698. According to

their account, it is the nioft mifcrable country on the globe ; fo that Dampier had reafon

to fay, that the Hottentots of the Cape were lords when compared to the inhabitants of

New Holland.

1705.] The firft of March 1705, three Dutch fliips failed from Timor, with orders

to examine the north coaft of New Holland more exaftly than had hitherto been done.

They noted the flioals, bay, and rocks upon this coaft. In their route they met with

no lands, excepting fome rocks lying above water in ii degrees 52 minutes fouth

latitude. They faw the weft coaft of New Holland in 4 degrees to the caft of the eafb

point of Timor. Hence they continued their courfe to the northward, pailing by a large

fhoal which lies above water in fome places, and extends more than five German leagues.

Hence they ftood to the eaft along the coaft of New Holland, obferving every thing as

carefully as poflible. But this is all the account we can give of their difcovery.

In this year 1705, the Dutch alfo fent out a yacht, called the Yellow Pinton, for

the difcovery of the fouth-eaft coaft of New Guinea, the fituation of which they found

very different from what it is reprefented in the common maps. They mention their

having found feveral places inhabited, fuch as what they called Red Point ; another

at a place called Waba; another at Green Point, where they found good

anchorage and frefli water. Here one of their failors was killed by the natives.

From another place they brought away four men and three women. Two of the

men efcaped, and they fet the women at liberty. Le Brun, a famous painter and

traveller, being at Batavia, when this veflel returned, has given us the figure of one

of thefe favages drawn from life, with his bow and arrows in his hand, in his fecond

volume p. 338.*

The ifle of the Papous, near New Guinea, belongs to the King of Tidore. Valentine,

in his account of the Eaft Indies, Part III. p. 47, fpeaks fo confufedly of this diftrift,

that it ap^\ears his knowledge of it was but imperfect, and his chart of it is very faulty.

He lays down the weft part of that country as totally unknown, and places on the north

fhore many of the names that belong to the fouth. The ordinary maps lay down the

land of the Papous as contiguous to New Guinea, in which they are generally

followed for want of better information. But it is now known, that this diftrid is

compofed of many iflands, the northernmoft of which lie within our hemifphere.

Thefe ifles extend over three degrees of latitude, from the continent of New Guinea

to the ifland Halamahera, commonly called Gilolo, and by the favages, " The
Mother of Countries," to diftinguifti it from the fmall ifles which lie round it.

Dampier's chart is not good, where he reprefents the fouthern iflands of the Papous

as making part of the continent of New Guinea.

The ifles called Aroua belong to Banda, and ever fince the year 1623 they

have been under the dominion of the Dutch Eaft India Company. Thefe ifles are

well laid down in D'Anville's map of Afia, publiflied in the year 1752; only he

mentions but four, when in reality there are fix of them. Arou is a low flat country,

interfered with feveral fait creeks, the banks of which are covered with mangroves,

* It is remarkable, that the figure of this favage from New Guinea, as given by Le Brun, perfedly

refembles that of the African Negroes, though thefe two countries h'e at a vafl dillance from each other,

and the interjacent regions are peopled with inhabitants of a quite different form. We fhall have occafion

to allign afterwards the moft probable caufes of this wonderful refemblance betwixt two natious who ftill

continue in the original ftate of favage nature, and can never be fuppofed to have had any intercourfe with

each other. Probably it was from this refemblance of the inhabitants of this part of Auftralalia to the

African negroes, that this country received the name of New Guinea.

Thefe
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Thefe iflands are well peopled ; for fome time ago, they counted feventy different

towns or habitations. Their principal produce is lago, and the flaves they make in

New Guinea and elfewhere, which they bring to fell in Banda *. There is found,

near the village of Ablinga, a bank, on which they fi(h for pearl, but they are fmall.

The bird of paradife is alfo found in thofe iflands. In the year 1703 there were about

240 Chriftians in Aroua.

Thus far our Dutch geographer, whofe informations, though of no great value,

we have inferted, that we might not be accufed of omitting any thing that may tend

to the improvement of navigation, and the geography of thefe countries. The reft

of his piece contains nothing but a dry catalogue of the names impofed by the Dutch
navigators on the different capes^' mountains, and iflands; but this becomes of fmall

ufe, as the Dutch writer, by a flrange negledl, has omitted the latitude and longitude

of the places he names; fo that this catalogue can be of very fmall if any ufe to the

navigator. We return now to our original plan, of giving the feveral voyages made
towards the fouthern regions, in the order of time in which they were performed

;

and as our feamen began now to be more exafl: in their obfervations, our readers will

perufe with more pleafure, and greater profit, the hiftory of their voyages. To thefe

we fliall join fuch remarks, as the importance of the fubjeQs, or credit of the relaters

may call for ; and thus we hope to render this colleftion more worthy of the regard

of the public, as well as more ufeful (which is our great aim) to the judicious

feamen.

• Here we have another inftance of the conformity of manners betwixt the Negroes of Africa an<J

thofe of New Guinea, as well as in their equally wanting two of their fore-teeth. It would ieica, how»
«Ter, that this race of men is very ajicLent in the fouthern hemifpliere.

3 r 2 VOYAGE
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VOYAGE OF FRANCIS PELSART TO AUSTRALASIA.*

, _
-l

TT has appeared very ftrange to fome very able judges of voyages, that the
* 'J A Dutch fhould make fo great account of the fouthern countries as to caufe

the map of them to be laid down in the pavement of the Stadt-houfe at Amfterdam,
and yet publifli no defcriptions of them. This myftery was a good deal heightened by
one of the fliips that firft touched on Carpenter's land, bringing home a confiderable

quantity of gold, fpices, and other rich goods ; in order to clear up which it was faid,

that thefe were not the produft of the country, but were filhed out of the wreck of

a large fhip that had been loft upon the coaft. But this ftory did not fatisfy the inqui-

fitive, becaufe not attended with circumftances neceffary to eftablifh its credit j and

therefore they fuggefted, that inftead of taking away the obfcurity by relating the

truth, this tale was invented in order to hide it more effeftually. This fufpicion gained

ground the more, when it was known that the Dutch Eaft-India Company from Ba-

tavia had made fome attempts to conquer a part of the fouthern continent, and had
been repulfed with lofs, of which, however, we have no diftindt or perfect relation,

and all that hath hitherto been colleded in reference to this fubjeft, may be reduced to

two voyages. All that we know concerning the following piece, is, that it was collefted

from the Dutch journal of the voyage. And, having faid thus much by way of introduc-

tion, we now proceed to the tranflation of this fliort hiftory.
*

The direftors of the Eaft India Company, animated by the return of five fhips,

under General Carpenter, richly laden, caufed, the very fame year, 1628, eleven veflels

to be equipped for the fame voyage ; amongft which, there was one (hip called

the Batavia, commanded by Captain Francis Pelfart. They failed out of the Texel

on the 28th of 0£tober 16285 and as it would be tedious and troublefome to the

reader to fet down a long account of things perfeftly well known, I fliall fay nothing

of the occurrences that happened in their paflage to the Cape of Good Hope ; but

content niyfelf with obferving, that on the 4th of June, in the following year 1629,
this veffel, the Batavia, being feparated from the fleet in a ftorm, was driven on the

Abrollos or (hoals, which lie in the latitude of 28 degrees fouth, and which have

been fmce called by the Dutch, the Abrollos of Frederic Houtman. Captain Pelfart,

who was fick in bed when this accident happened, perceiving that his fhip had ftruck,

ran immediately upon deck. It was night indeed ; but the weather was fair, and
the moon Ihone very bright ; the l;iils were up ; the courfe they fteered was north-

eaft by north, and the fea appeared as far as they could behold it covered with a

white froth. The captain called up the mafter, and charged him with the lofs of the

fhip, who excufed himfelf by faying he had taken all the care he could ; and that

* From Callandci's Tranflation of Dc BroflTes.

having
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having difcerned this froth at a diflance, he afked the fteerfman what he thought of

It, who told him that the fea appeared white by its reflecting the rays of the moon.
'Ihe captain then afked him, what was to be done, and in what part of the world he

thought they were ? The mafter replied, that God only knew that ; and that the

fhip was faft on a bank hitherto undifcovered. Upon this they began to throw the

lead, and found that they had forty-eight feet water before, and much lefs behind

the vefl'el. The crew immediately agreed to throw their cannon overboard, ii\ hopes,

that when the fhip was lightened, fhe might be brought to float again. They let fall

an anchor however; and while they were thus employed, a mofl: dreadful florm

arofc of wind and rain ; which foon convinced them of the danger they were in ; for

being furrounded with rocks and flioals, the fliip was continually ftriking.

They then rcfolvcd to cut away the main-maft, which they did, and this augmented
the fhock, neither could they get clear of it, though they cut it clofe by the board,

bccaufe it was much entangled with the rigging ; they could fee no land, except an
ifland, which was about the diflance of three leagues, and two fmaller iflands, or rather

rocks, which lay nearer. They immediately font the mafler to examine them, who re-

turned about nine in the morning, and reported that the fea at high water did not

cover them, but that the coafl was fo rocky and full of fhoals that it would be very

difficult to land upon them ; they refolved, however, to run the rifk, and to fend mofl
of their company on fhore to pacify the women, children, fick people, and fuch as

were out of their wits with fear, whofe cries and nolfe ferved only to difliurb them.

About ten o'clock they embarked thefe in their fhallop and fkifF, and, perceiving their

veflTel began to break, they doubled their diligence : they likewife endeavoured to get

their bread up, but they did not take the fame care of the water, not reflcGing in their

fright that they might be much diflrefled for want of it on fhore, and what hindered

them mofl of all, was the brutal behaviour of fome of the crew that made themfelves

drunk with wine, of which no care was taken. In fhort, fuch was their confufion,

that they made but three trips that day, carrying over to the ifland 1 80 perfons, 20
barrels of bread, and fome fmall cafks of water. The mafler returned on board to-

wards evening, and told the captain that it was to no purpofe to fend more provifions

on fhore, fmce the people only wafled thofe they had already. Upon this the captain

went in the fliallop to put things in better order, and was then informed that there was
no water to be found upon the ifland ; he endeavoured to return to the fliip in order

to bring oft' a fupply, together with the mofl valuable part of their cargo, but a florm

fuddenly arifmg, he was forced to return.

I'he next day was fpent in removing their water and mofl valuable goods on fhore
;

and afterwards the captain in the fl^iff, and the mafler in the fhallop, endeavoured to

return to the veflTel, but found the fea run fo high, that it was impofTible to get on
board. In this extremity the carpenter threw himfelf out of the fhip, and fwam to

them, in order to inform them to what hardfliips thofe left in the vefiel were reduced,

and they fent him back with orders for them to make rafts, by tying the planks toge-

ther, and endeavour on thefe to reach the fhallop and fkilF; but before this could be

done, the weather became fo rough, that the captain was obliged to return, leaving, with

the utmoil grief, his lieutenant and fcventy men on the very point of perilhing on board

the velLl. Thofe who were got on the little ifland were not in a much better condi-

tion, for, upon taking an account of their water, they found they had not above 40
gallons for 40 people, and on the larger ifland, where there were 120, their flock was

ftill lefs. 'I'hoic on the little ifland began to murmur, and to complain of their oflicers,

bccaufe
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becaufe they did not go in fearch of water in the iflands that were within fight of thciii,

and they reprefented the neceflity of this to Captain Pelfart, who agreed to their requefl,

but infilled before he went to communicate his defign to the reft of thcpeople; they

confented to this, but not till the captain had declared that, without the confent of the

company on the large ifland, he would rather, than leave them, go and perifh on board

the fliip. When they were got pretty near the fhore, he who commanded the boat

told the captain, that if he had any thing to fay he muft cry out to the people, for

that they would not fuffer him to go out of the boat. The captain immediately attempted

to throw himfelf overboard, in order to fwim to the ifland. Thofe who were in the

boat prevented him ; and all that he could obtain from them was, to throw on fhore his

table-book, in which he wrote a line or two to inform them that he was gone in the

Ikifi" to look for water in the adjacent Iflands.

He accordingly coafted them all with the greateft care, and found in moft of them
confiderable quantities of water in the holes of the rocks, but fo mixed with the fea

water, that it was unfit for ufe ; and therefore they were obliged to go farther. The
firfl thing they did was, to make a deck to their boat, becaufe they found it was im-

pradicable to navigate thofe feas in an open veflel. Some of the crew joined them by
that time the work was finiflied ; and the captain having obtained a paper, figned by
all his men, importing that it was their defire that he fhould go in fearch of water,

he immediately put to fea, having firft taken an obfervation, by which he found they

were in the latitude of 28 degrees 13 minutes fouth. They had not been long at fea,

before they had fight of the continent, which appeared to them to lie about fixtcen

miles north by weft from the place they had fuftered fliipwreck. They found about

twenty five or thirty fathoms water ; and as night drew on, they kept out to fea

;

and after midnight Itood in for the land, that they might be near the coaft in

the morning. On the 9th of June, they found themfelves as they reckoned, about

three miles from the fhore ; on which they plied all that day, failing Ibmetimes north

fometimes weft, the country appearing low, naked, and the coaft exceflively rocky

;

fo that they thought it refembled the country near Dover. At laft they faw a little

creek, into which they were willing to put, becaufe it appeared to have a fandy

bottom ; but when they attempted to enter it, the fea ran fo high that they were forced

to defift.

On the loth, they remained on the fame coaft, plying to and again, as they had

done the day before ; but the weather growing worfe and worfe, they were obliged

to abandon their fhallop, and even throw part of their bread overboard, becaufe it

hindered them from clearing themfelves of the water, which their veflel began to make
very faft. That night it rained moft terribly, which, though it gave them much
trouble, afforded them hopes that it would prove a great relief to the people they had
left behind them on the iflands. The wind began to fink on the 1 1 th ; and as it

blew from the wcft-fouth-weft, they continued their courfe to the north, the fea running

ftill fo high, that it was impoflible to approach the fhore. On the 1 2th, they had an

obfervation, by which they found themfelves in the latitude of 27 degrees ; they failed

with a fouth-eaft wind all that day along the coaft, which they found fo fteep, that

there was no getting on fhore, inafmuch as there was no creek or low land without

the rocks, as is commonly obferved on fea-coafts ; which gave them the more pain,

becaufe within land, the country appeared very fruitful and pleafant. They found

themfelves on the 13th in the latitude of 25 degrees 40 minutes; by which they

difcovered that the current fet to the north. They were at this time over-againft

4 an
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an opening; the coafl lying to the north-eafl, they continued a north courfc, but found
the coafl one continued i-ock of a red colour, all of an height, againft which the waves
broke with fuch force, that it was impofiible for them to land.

The wind blew very frelh in the morning on the 14th ; but towards noon it fell

calm ; they were then in the height of 24 degrees, with a fmall gale at eaft, but the

tide ftill carried them further north than they defired, becaufe their defign was to

make a defcent as foon as poflible ; and with this view they failed flowly along the

coaft, till perceiving a great deal of fmoke at a diftance, they rowed towards it as fail

as they were able, in hopes of finding men, and water of courfe. When they came
near the fhorc, they found it fo fleep, fo full of rocks, and the fea beating over them
with fuch fury, that it was impofTible to land ; fix of the men, however, trufling to

their fkill in fwimming, threw themfelves into the fea and refolved to get on fhore at any
rate ; which with great difficulty and danger they at lafl eliefted, the boat remaining at

anchor in 25 fathoms water. The men on fhore fpent the whole day in looking for

water ; and while they were thus employed, they faw four men, who came up very near

;

but one of the Dutch failors advancing towards them, they immediately ran away as

fafl as they were able, fo that they were diflindlly feen by thofe in the boat. Thefe
people were black favages, quite naked, not having fo much as any covering about

their middle. The failors finding no hopes of water on all the coaft, fwam on board
again, much hurt and wounded, by their being beat by the waves upon the rocks

;

and as foon as they were on board, they weighed anchor, and continued their courfe

along the fhore, in hopes of finding fome better landing-place.

On the 25th, in the morning, they difcovered a cape, from the point of which there

ran a ridge of rocks a mile into the fea, and behind it another ridge of rocks ; they

ventured between them as the fea was pretty calm ; but finding there was no paffage,

they foon returned. About noon, they faw another opening ; and the fea being

ftill very fmooth, they entered it, though the paffage was very dangerous, inafmuch
as they had but two feet water, and the bottom full of flones ; the coafl appearing a flat

fand for about a mile. As foon as they got -on fhore, they fell to digging in the fand,

but the water that came into their wells was fo brackifh, that they could not drink it,

though they were on the very point of choaking for thirfl. At lafl, in the hollows

of the rocks, they met with confiderable quantities of rain water, which was a great

relief to them, fmce they had been for fomc days at no better allowance than a pint

a-picce ; they foon furnifhed themfelves in the night with about eighty gallons, per-

ceiving, in the place where they landed, that the favages had been there lately, by a
large heap of afhes, and the remains of fome cray-fifh.

On the 1 6th, in the morning, they returned on fhore, in hopes of getting more
water, but were difappointed ; and having now time to obferve the country, it gave
them no great hopes of better fuccefs, even if they had travelled farther within land,

which appeared a thirfly barren plain, covered with ant-hills, fo high that they looked

afar ofl" like the huts of negroes, and at the fame time they were plagued with flies,

and thofe in fuch multitudes, that they were fcarce able to defend themfelves. They
faw at a diflance eight favages, with each a flaff in his hand, who advanced towards

them within mufkct fliot ; but as foon as they perceived the Dutch failors moving to-

wards them, they fled as fafl as they were able. It was by this time about noon, and,

perceiving no appearance cither of getting water, or entering into any correfpondencc

with the natives, they refolved to go on board, and continue their courfe towards the

north, in hopes, as they were already in the latitude of 22 degrees 17 minutes, they

might
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might be able to find the river of Jacob Remmefcens ; but the wind veering about to

the north-eaft, they were not able to continue longer upon that coaft, and therefore

refleding that they were now above one hundred miles from the place where they were
fhipwreckcd. and had fcarce as much water as would ferve them In their paffage back,

they came to a fettled refolution of making the beft of their way to Batavia, in order

to acquaint the governor-general with their misfortunes, and to obtain fuch affiflance

as was neceflary to get their people oft the coaft.

On the 1 7th they continued their courfe to the north-eaft, with a good wind and
fair weather; the i8th and 19th it blew hard, and they had much rain ; on the 2olh

they found themfelves in 19 degrees 22 minutes ; on the 22d they had another obferv-

ation, and found themfelves in the height of 1 6 degrees 1 o minutes, which furprlfed

them very much, and was a plain proof that the current carried them northwards at a

great rate ; on the 27th it rained very hard, fo that they were not able to take an ob-

fervatlon, but, towards noon, they faw, to their great fatlsfadion, the coafts of Java,

In the latitude of eight degrees, at the diftance of about four or five miles. They al-

tered their courfe to weft-north-weft, and, towards evening, entered the gulf of an
ifland very full of trees, where they anchored in eight fathoms water, and there paffed

the night ; on the 28th, In the morning, they weighed, and rowed with all their force,

in order to make the land, that they might fearch for water, being now again at the

point of pcrifliing for thirft. Very happily for them, they were no fooner on /hore

than they difcovered a fine rivulet at a fmall diftance, where, having comfortably

quenched tht ir thirft, and filled all their calks with water, ihey about noon continued

their courfe for Batavla.

On the 29th, about midn'ght. In the fecond watch, they difcovered an Illand, which

they left on their ftarboard ; about noon they found themfelves in the height of 6 de-

grees 48 minutes ; about three In the afternoon they paffed between two iflands, the

wefternmoft of which appeared full of cocoa-trees. In the evening they were about

a mile from the fouth point of Java, and in the fecond watch, exadly between Java

and the Ifle of Princes. The 30th, in the morning, they found themfelves on the

coaft of the laft-mentloned ifland, not being able to make above two miles that day.

On July ift, the weather was calm, and about noon they were three leagues from
Dvvaerfmdenwegh, that is, Thwart-the-way Ifland ; but towards the evening they had
a pretty brifk wind at north-weft, which enabled them to gain that coaft. On the 2d,

in the morning, they were right againft the ifland of Topers-hoetien, and were obliged

to lay at anchor till eleven o'clock, waiting for the fea-breeze, which, however, blew
fo faintly, that they were not able to make above two miles that day ; about fun-fet

they perceived a veffel betvireen them and Thwart-the-way Ifland, upon which they re-

folved to anchor as near the fliore as they could that night, and there wait the arrival

of the fliip. In the morning they went on board her, in hopes of procuring arms for

their defence. In cafe the inhabitants of Java were at war with the Dutch. 1 hey found

two other fliips in company, on board one of which was Mr. Ramburg, courfellor of

the Indies. Captain Pelfart went immediately on board his fliip, where he acquainted

him with the nature of his misfortune, and went with him afterwards to Batavia.

We will now leave the Captain foliciting fuccours from the Governor-general, in or-

der to return to the crew who were left upon the iflands ; among whom there hap-

pened fuch tranfadions, as. In their condition, the reader would little exped, and per-

haps will hardly credit. In order to their being thoroughly underitood, it is neceflary

to ©bi'erve, that they had for fupercargo one Jeroni Cornelis, who had been formerly

an
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an apothecary at Harlem. This man, when they were on the coafl: of Africa, had

plotted with the pilot and fome others to run away with the veflel, and either to cany
her into Dunkirk, or to turn pirates in her on their own account. This fupercargo

had remained ten days on board the wreck, not being able in all that time to get on

fhore. Two whole days he fpent on the mainmafl:, floating to and fro, till at lall, by

the help of one of the yards, he got to land. When he was once on fhore, the com-
riand, in the abfence of Captain Pelfart, devolved of courfe upon him, which imme-
diately revived in his mind his old defign, infomuch that he refolved to lay hold of this

opportunity to make himfelf mailer of all that could be favcd out of the wreck, con-

ceiving that it would be eafy to furprize the captain on his return, and determining to

go on the account, that is to fay, to turn pirate in the captain's veflel. In order to

carry this defign into execution, he thought neceflary to rid themfelvcs of fuch of the

crew as were not like to come into their I'chcme ; but before he proceeded to dip his

hands in blood, he obliged all the confpirators to fign an inftrument by which they en-

gaged to fland by each other.

The whole (hip's company were on fliore in three iflands, the greatefl part of them
in that where Cornclis was, which iflaud they thought fit to call the burying-place of

Batavia. One Mr. Weybhays was fent with another body into an adjacent ifland to

look for water, which, after twenty days fearch, he found, and made the appointed

fignal, by lighting three fires, which, however, were not feen, nor taken notice of by
thofe under the command of Cornelis, becaufe they were bufy in butchering their com-
panions, of whom they had murdered between thirty and forty ; but fome few, how-

ever, got off upon a raft of planks tied together, and went to the ifland, where Mr.
Weybhays was, in order to acquaint him with the dreadful accident that had happened.

INIr. Weybhays having with him forty-five men, they all refolved to ftand upon their

guard, and to defend themfelves to the laft man, in cafe thefe villains fhould attack

them. This indeed was their defign, for they were apprehenfive both of this body,

and of thofe who were on the third ifland, giving notice to the captain on his return,

and thereby preventing their intention of running away with his veffel. But as this

third company was by much the weakefl:, they began with them firfl, and cut them all

off, except five women and feven children, not in the leafl doubting that they fliould

be able to do as much by Weybhays and his company ; in the mean time, having broke

open the merchant's chefts, which had been faved out of the wreck, they converted

them to their own ufe, without ceremony.

The traitor, Jerom Cornelis, was fo much elevated with tlie fuccefs that had

hitherto attended his villainy, that he immediately began to fancy all difficulties werj

ovLT, and gave a loofc to his vicious inclinations in every refpeft : he ordered clothes

to be made of rich fluffs that had been faved, for himfel-f and his troop, and having

chofen out of them a company of guards, he ordered them to have fcarlet coats, with

a double lace of gold or filver. There were two minifler's daughters among the

women, one of whom he took for his own miflrefs, gave the fecond to a favourite of

his, and ordered that the other three women fliould be common to the whole troop :

he afterwards drew up a fet of regulations, which were to be the laws of his new prin-

cipality, taking to himfelf the ftyle and title of Captain-general, and obliging his party

to fign an ad or inftrument, by which they acknowledgeil him as fuch. Thefe points

once fettled, he refolved to carry on the war. He firft of all embarked on board two

fhallops twenty-two men, well armed, with orders to deflroy Mr. Weybhays and his

<ompany ; and on their mifcarrying, he undertook a like expedition with thii'ty-feven

VOL. XI. J5 K men.
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men, in which, however, he had no better fuccefs ; for Mr. Weybhays, with his peo-

ple, though armed only with ftaves, with nails drove into their heads, advanced even

into the water to meet them, and, after a brilk engagement, compelled thcfe murderers

to retire.

Cornells then thought fit to enter into a ncgociation, which was managed by the

chaplain, who remained with Mr. Weybhays ; and after feveral comings and
goings from one party to the other, a treaty was concluded upon the following terms ;

viz. That Mr. Weybhays and his company fliould for the future remain undif-

turbed, provided they delivered up a little boat, in which one of the failors

had made his efcape from the ifland in which Cornells was with his gang, in

order to take iheltcr on that where Weybhays was with his company. It was alfo

agreed, that the latter Ihould have a part of the flulfs and filks given them for clothes,

of which they ftood in great want. But, while this affair was in agitation, Cornells

took the opportunity of the carrefpondence between them being reftored, to write

letters to fome French foldicrs titat were in Weybhays's company, promifing them (ix

thoufand Hvres a-piece, if they would comply with his demands ; not doubting but by
this artifice he fliould be able to accomplifli his end.

His letters however had no cffeft ; on tlie contrary, the foldiers to whom they

were direfted, carried them immediately to Mr. Weybhays. Cornells not knowing
that this piece of treachery was difcovered, went over the next morning, with three

or four of his people, to carry to Mr. Weybhays the clothes that had been promifed

him. As foon as they landed, Weybhays attacked them, killed two or three, and made
Cornells himfelf prilbner. One Wonterlofs, who was the only man that made his

efcape, went immediately back to the confpirators, put himfelf at their head, and caine

the next day to attack Weybhays, but met with the fame fate as before ; that is to fay,

he and the villains that were with him were foundly beat.

Things were in this fituation when Captain Pelfart arrived in the Sardam frigate. He
failed up to the wreck, and favv with great joy a cloud of fmoke afcending from one
of the iflands, by which he knew that all his people were not dead. He came imme-
diately to an anchor ; and having ordered fome wine and provifions to be put into the

{kiff, refolved to go in perfon with thefe refrefhments to one of thefe iflands. He had
hardly quitted the rtiip before he w-as boarded by a boat from the ifland to which he
was going ; there were four men in the boat, of whom Weybhays was one, w-ho im-

mediately ran to the Captain, told him what had happened, and begged him to return

to his Ihip immediately, for that the confpirators intended to furprize her ; tliat they

had already murdered 125 perfons, and that they had attacked him and his company
that very morning, with two fliallops.

While they were talking the two fliallops appeared ; upon which the captain rowed
to his fliip as faft as he could, and was hardly got on board before they arrived at the

ihip's fide. The capt;un was furprized to fee men in red coats, laced with gold and
filver, with arms in their hands. He demanded what they meant by coming on board
armed. They told him he fliould know when they were on board the fliip. The cap-

tain replied that they fliould come on board, but that they mufl: firfl: throw their arms
into the fea, which if they did not do immediately, he would fink them as they lay.

As they faw that difputes were to no purpofe, and that they were entirely in the cap-
tain's power, they were obliged to obey. They accordingly threw their arms overboard,
and were then taken into the veflel, where they were mitantly put in irons. One of
them whofe name was John Bremen, and who was firft examined, owned that he had

8 murdered



PELSART'S voyage to AUSTRALASIA. 435

murdered with his own hands, or had aflifted in murdering, no lefs than twenty-feven

perfons. The fame evening Wcybhays brought his prifoner Conielis on board, where
he was put in irons, and ftriiflly guarded.

On the 1 8th of September, Captain Pelfart, with the mafter, went to take the reft

of the confpirators in Cornclis's ifland. They went in two boats. The villains, as foon

as they faw them land, lofl; ail their courage and fled from them. They furrendered

without a blow, and were put in irons with the reft. The captain's firft care was to

recover the jewels which Cornelis had difperfed among his accomplices : they were,

however, all of them foon found, except a gold chain and a diamond ring ; the latter

was alfo found at laft, but the former could not be recovered. They went next to ex-

amine the wreck, wliich they found ibved into an hundred pieces ; the keel lay on a

bank of fand on one fide, the fore part of the veftel Ituck faft on a rock, and the reft

of her lay here and there as the pieces had been driven by the waves, fo that Captain

Pelfart had very little hopes of faving any of the merchandize. One of the people

belonging to Weybhays's company told him, that one fair day, which was the only one

they had in a month, as he was fifliing near the wreck, he had ftruck the pole in his

hand againft one of the chefts of filver, which revived the captain a little, as it gave

him reafon to expeft that fomething might ftill be faved. They fpent all the 19th in

examining the reft of the prifonersj and in confronting them with thofe who efcaped

from the maflacre.

On the 20th they fent fcveral kinds of refreftiments to Weybhays's company, and car-

ried a good quantity of water from the ifle. There was fomething very fingular in

finding this water ; the people who were on fliore there had fubfifted near three weeks
on rain-water, and what lodged in the clefts ot the rocks, without thinking that the

water of two wells which were on the ifland could be of any ufe, becaufe they faw
them conftantly rife and fall with the tide, from whence they fancied they had a com-
munication with the fea, and confequently that the water muft be brack! fli ; but upon
trial they found it to be very good ; and lb did the Ihip's company, who filled their

cafks with it.

On the 21ft the tide was fo low, and an caft-fouth-eaft wind blew fo hard, that

during the whole day the boat could not get out. On the 2 2d they attempted to fifti

upon the wreck, but the weather was fo bad, that even thofe who could fwim very well

durft not approach it. On the 2 t,th- the mafter and the pilot, the weather being fair,

went off again to the wreck, and thofe who were left on ftiore, obferving that they

wanted hands to get any thing out of her, fent off fome to affift them. The captain

went alfo himfelf to encourage the men, who foon weighed one chcft of filver, and
fome time after another. As foon as thefe werefafe afliore they returned to their work,
but the weather grew fo bad that they were quickly obliged to defift, though fome of

their divers from Guzarat alTurcd tliem they had found fix more, which might eafily

be weighed. On the 26th, in the afternoon, the weather being fair, and the tide low,

the maiter returned to the place where the chefts lay, and weighed three of them,

leaving an anchor with a gun tied to it, and a buoy to mark the place where the fourth

Jay, which, notwithftanding their utmoft efforts, they were not able to recover.

On the 27th the fouth wind blew very cold. On the 28th the fame wind blew
ftrongcr than the day before ; and as there was no poffibility ot fifliing in the wreck for

the prcfent. Captain Pelfart held a council to confider what they ihould do with the

prifoners; that is fo fay, whether it would be beft to try them there upon the fpot, or

to carry them to Batavia, in order to their being tried by the Company's officers. After

T, a 2 mature
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mature deliberation, reflccling on the number of prifoners, and the temptation that

might arife from the valt quantity of filvcr on board the frigate, they at lafl came to

a rcfolution to try and execute tiiem there, which was accordingly done j and they em-
barked immediately afterwards for Batavia.

REMARKS.

This voyage was tranflated from the original Dutch by Thevenot, and printed by

him in the firrt: volume of his coUeclions. Pelfart's route is traced in the map ot the

globe publiflied by Delifle in the year 1700.

As this voyage is of itfelf very fliort, I (liall not detain the reader with many remarks ;

but (hall confine myfelf to a very few obfervations, in order to (how the confequences

of the difcovery made by Captain Pel fart. l"he country upon which he fulFered-.

ftiipwreck was New Holland, the coaft of which had not till then been at all examined ;

and it was doubtful how far it extended. There had indeed been fome reports fpread

with relation to the inhabitants of this country, which Captain Pelfart's relation Ihovvs

to have been falfe ; for it had been reported, that when the Dutch Eall India Com-
pany fent fome fliips to make difcoveries, their landing was oppoled by a race ot gigantic

people, with whom the Dutch could by no means contend. But our author fays

nothing of the extraordinary fize of the favages that were feen by Captain Pelfart's

people ; from whence it is reafonable to conclude, that this llory was circulafjd with

no other view than to prevent other nations from venturing into thefe feas. It is-

ulfo remarkable, that this is the very coaft furveyed by Captain Dampier, whofe

account agrees exaftly with that contained in this voyage. Now, though it be true,,

that from all thefe accounts there is nothing faid which is much to the advantage either

of the country or its inhabitants, yet we are to confider that it is impollible to repre--

fent either in a worfe light than that in which the Cape of Good Hope was placed,,

before the Dutch took pofTeffion of it; and plainly demonftrated that induflry could

make a paradife of what was a perfeft purgatory while in the hands of the Hottentots.

If, therefore, the climate of this country be good, and the foil fruitful, both of which

were affirmed in this relation, there could not be a more proper place for a colony

than fome part of New Holland, or of the adjacent country of Carpentaria. I fhall

give my reafons for afferting this when I come to make my remarks on a fucceeding

voyage. At prefent I fhall confine myfelf to the reafons that have induced the

Dutch Eafl India Company to leave all thefe countries unfettled, after having firfl;

fhewn fo ftrong an inclination to difcover them, which will oblige me to lay before the

reader fome fecrets in commerce that have hitherto efcaped common obfervation, and

•which, whenever they are as thoroughly confidered as they deferve, will undoubtedly

lead us to as great difcoveries as thofe of Columbus or Magellan.

In order to make myfelf perfeftly underflood, I muft obferve, that it was the finding-

out of the Moluccas, or Spice-iflands, by the Portuguefe, that railed that fpirit of

difcovery, which produced Columbus's voyage, which ended in finding America ;

.

though in faft, Columbus uitended rather to reach this country of New Holland.

The ailertion is bold, and at firit fight may appear improbable ; but a little attention

will make it fo plain, that the reader muft be convinced of the truth of what I fay.:

The propofition made by Columbus to the State of Genoa, the Kings of Portugal,

Spain, England and France, was this, that he could difcover a new route to the Eaft

Ijidies
J

that is to fay, without going round the Cape of Good Hope. He grounded

, 7 this
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•his propofition on the fpheiical figure of the earth, from whence he thought it

felf evident, that any given point might be failed to through the great ocean, either by

fleering eafl or weft. In his attempt to go to the Eaft Indies by a weft courfe, he met

wich the iflands and continent of America ; and finding gold and other commodities,

which till then had never been brought from the Indies, he really thought that this

was the weft coail of that country to which the Portuguefe failed by the Cape of Good
Hope ; and hence came the name of ihe Weft Indies. Magellan, who followed his

fteps, and was the only difcoverer who reafoned fyftematically, and knew what he was

doing, propofed to the Emperor Charles V. to complete what Columbus had begun,

and to find a paflage to the Moluccas by the weft ; which, to his immortal honour, he

accomplilhed.

When the Dutch made their firft voyages to the Eaft Indies, which was not many-

years before Captain Pelfart's fhipwreck on the coaft of New Holland ; for their firft fleet

arrived in the Eaft Indies in 1596, and Pelfart loft his fliip in 1629 ; I fay, when the

Dutch firft undertook the Eaft India trade, they had the Spice-iflands in view ; and as

they are a nation juftly famous for the fteady purfuit of whatever they take in hand,

it is notorious, that they never loft fight of their defign, till they had accompliflied it,

and made themfelves entirely mafters of thefe iflands, of which they ftili continue in

pofleifion. When this was done, and they had eflectually driven out the Englifli,.

who were likewife fettled in them, they fixed the feat of their government in the

ifland of Amboyna, which lay very convenient for the difcovery of the fouthern

countries ; which, therefore, they profecuted with great diligence, from the year

1619 to the time of Captain Pelfart's fliipwreckj that is, for the fpace of twenty

years.

But after they removed the feat of their government from Amboyna to Batavia,

they turned their views another way, and never made any voyage exprefsly for dif-

coveries on that fide, except the fingle one of Captain Tafman ; of which we are to

fpeak in article X. It was from this period of time, that they began to take new
meafures , and having made their excellent fettlement at the Cape of Good tlope,

refolved to govern their trade to the Eaft Indies by thefe two capital maxims : i. To
extend their trade all over the ladies ; and to fix themfelves fo eftedually in the

richeft countries, as to keep all, or at leaft the beft and moft profitable part of their

commerce to themfelves. 2. To make the Moluccas, and the iflands dependent on
them, their frontier ; and to omit nothing that fhould appear necelTary to prevent

ftrangers, or even Dutch fliips not belonging to the Company, from ever navigating

thofe feas, and confequently from ever being acquainted with the countries that lie in

them. How well they have profecuted the fii-ft maxim, has been very largely flicwn

in a foregoing article, wherein we have an ample defcriplion of the mighty empire in

the hands of their Eaft India Company. As for the fecond maxim, the reader, in the

peruial of Funnel's, Dampier's, and other voyages, but efpecially the firft, muft be

Jatisfied, that it is what they have conftantly at heart, and which, at all events,

they are determined to purfue, at leaft with regard to ftrangers; and as to their own
countrymen, ihe ufage they gave to James le Maire, and his people, is a proof that

cannot be contefted.

Thofe things being confidered, it is very plain that the Dutch, or rather the Dutch
Eaft India Company, are fully perfuaded that they have already as much or more ter-

ritory in the Eaft Indies than they can well manage, and therefore they neither do nor

ever will think of fettling New Guinea, Carpentaria, New Holland, or any of the

adjacent
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adjacent iflands, till either their trade declines in the Eaft Indies, or they are obliged

to exert themfelves on this fide to prevent other nations from reaping the benefits that

might accrue to them by their planting thofe countries. But this is not all ; for as the

Dutch have no thoughts of fettling thefe countries themfelvcj, they have taken all

imaginable pains to prevent any relations from being publilhed which might invite or

encourage any other nation to make attempts this way ; and I am thoroughly perfuaded

that this very account of Captain Pelfart's (hipwreck would never have come into the

world, if it had not been thought it would contribute to this end, or, in other words,

would ferveto frighten othernationsfrom approaching fuch an inhofpitable coafl, every

where befet with rocks abfolutely void of water, and inhabited by a race of favagcs

more barbarous, and, at the fame time, more miferable than any other creatures in the

world.

The author of this voyage remarks, for the ufe of feamen, that in the little ifland

occupied by Weybhays, after digging two pits, they were for a confiderablc time afraid

to ufe the water, having found that thefe pits ebbed and flowed with the fua : but ne-

ceflity at lafl: conftraining them to drink it, they found it did them no hurt. The
reafon of the ebbing and flowing of thefe pits was their nearnefs to the fea, the water

of which percolated through the fand, loft its faltnefs, and lb became potable, though

it followed the motions of the ocean whence it came.

THE
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THE VOYAGE OF CAPTAIN ABEL JANSEN TASMAN
FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN COUNTRIES,

By DireSlon of the Dutch Eajl India Company.

[Taken from his original Journal.] •

I. The Occafion and Defign of this Voyage. — 2. Captain Tafman fails from Batavia,

Augiijl 14, 1642.— 3. Remarks on the Variation of the Needle. — 4. He difcovers a
jicw Country, to which he gives the Name of Van Diemen^s Land.— 5. Sailsfrom
thencefor Neiv Zealand. — 6. Vifits the [/land of the Three Kings ; and goes in Search

of other IJlands difcovered by Schovten.— 7 . Remarkable Occurrences in the Voyage.—
8. Obfervations on, and Explanation of, the Variation of the Compafs.— 9, Difcovers

a nezv (/land, -which he calls Pyljlaart Ifland.— 1 o. And tivo Ijlands, to which he

gives the Name of Amjierdam and Rotterdam.— n. And an Archipelago of twenty

fmall IJlands.— 12. Occurrences in the Voyage.— 13. He arrives at the Archipelago

of Anthong Java.— 14. His Arrival on the Coaji of New Guinea.— 15. Continues

his Voya^/ along that CoaJi.— 16. Arrives in the Neighbourhood of Burning IJland,

andfurveys the whole Coajl of New Guinea.— 17. Comes to the IJlands of Jama and
Moa.— 18. Profccutes his Voyage to Ceram.— 19. Arrives fafely at Batavia,

June 15, 1643.— 20. ConJ'equcnces of Cr.ptain Tafman's Difcoveries.— 21. Remarks
upon the Voyage.

I. ''T^HE great difcoveries that were made by the Dutch in thefe fouthem countries,

X. were fubfequent to the famous voyage of Jaques le Maire, who in 161 6, pafled

the ftrcights called by his name, in 16 iS, that part of Terra Auftralis was difcovered

which the Dutch call Concordia. The next year, the Land of Edels was found, and

received its name from its difcoverer. In 1620, Batavia was built on the ruins of the

the old city of Jacatra ; but the feat of government was not immediately removed
from Amboyna. In 1622, that part of New Holland which is called Lewin's Land,

was firft found ; and in 1627, Peter Nuyts difcovered, between New Holland and New
Guinea, a country, which bears his name. There were alfo fome other voyages made,

of which, however, we have no fort of account, except that the Dutch were continually

beaten in all their attempts to land upon this coalL On their fettlemcnt, however, at

Batavia, the then general and council of the Indies thought it requifitc to have a more

perfeft furvey made of the new-found countries, that the memory of them at leafl:

might be preferved, in cafe no further attempts were made to fettle them ; and it was

very probablv a forefight of few fhips going that route any more, which induced fuch

ns had then the diretfion of the Company's affairs to wifli, that fome fuch furvey and

defcription might be made by an able fcaman, who was well acquainted with thofe

From Harris,!. 325.
coafls.
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coafts, and who might be able to add to the difcoveries already made, as well as furnifli

a more accurate defcription, even of them, than had been hitherto given.

This .was faithfully performed by Captain Tafman ; and, from the lights afforded by

his journal, a very exaft and curious map was made of all thefe new countries. But

his voyage was never publiflied entire ; and it is very probable tiiat the Eafl:-India Com-
pany never intended it {hould be publiflied at all. However, Dirk Rembrantz, moved by

the excellency and accuracy of the work, publiflied in Low Dutch an extraft of Captain

Tafman's Journal, which has been ever fince confidered as a very great curiofity ; and,

as fuch, has been tranflated into many languages, particularly into our own, by the care

of the learned ProfefTor of Grefliam College, Dodor Hook, an abridgement of which

tranflation found a place in Doftor Harris's Collection of Voyages. But we have made
no ufe of either of thefe pieces, the following being a new tranflation, made with all

the care and diligence that is poflible.

2, On Auguft 14, 1642,1 failed from Batavia with two veflels ; the one called the

Hcemflcirk, and the other the Zee-Haan. On September 5, I anchored at Maurice

Ifland, in the latitude of 20^ fouth, and in the longitude of 83° 48'. I found this

ifland fifty German miles more to the eaft than I expefted ; that is to fay, 3° 33' of

longitude. 'I'his ifland was lb called from Prince Maurice, being before known by the

jiame of Ccrne. It is about fifteen leagues in circumference, and has a very fine

harbour, at the entrance of which there is one hundred fathoms water. The country

Is mountainous ; but the mountains are covered with green trees. The tops of thefe

mountains are fo high, that they are loft in the clouds, and are frequently covered by
thick exhalations or fmoke, that afcends from them. The air of this ifland is extremely

wholefome. It is well furniflied with flefli and fowl ; and the fea on its coafls abounds

with all forts of fifli. The finefl: ebony in the world grows here. It is a tall, ftraight

tree, of a moderate thicknefs, covered with a green bark, very thick, under which the

wood is as black as pitch, and as clofe as ivory. There are other trees on the ifland,

which are of a bright red, and a third fort as yellow as wax. The fliips belonging to

the Eaft India Company commonly touch at this ifland for refrefhments, in their

pafliage to Batavia.

I left this ifland on the 8th of Oclober, and continued my courfe to the fouth, to the

latitude of 40° or 41°, having a ftrong north-weft wind ; and finding the needle vary

23, 24, and 25° to the 22d of Oftober, I failed from that time to the 29th to the eaft,

inchning a little to the fouth, till I arrived in the latitude of 45° 47' fouth, and in the

longitude of 89" 44'; and then obferved the variation of the needle to be 26° 45'

towards the weft.

As our author was extremely careful in this particular, and obferved the variation of

the needle with the utnioft diligence, it may not be amifs to take this opportunity of

explaining this point, fo that the importance of his remarks may fufliciently appear.

The needle points exaftly north only in a few places, and perhaps not conftantly in

them ; but in moft it declines a little to the eaft, or to the weft, whence arifes eaftera

and weftern declination : when this was firft obferved, it was attributed to certain

excavations or hollows in the earth, to veins of lead, ftone, and other fuch-like caufes.

But when it was found, by repeated experiments, that this variation varied, it appeared

plainly that none of thofe caufes could take place ; fince, if they had, the variation in

the fame place muft always have been the fame, whereas the facl is otherwife.

Here at London, for inftance, in the year 1580, the variation was obferved to be
1 1° 17' to the eaft ; in the year 1666, the variation was here 34' to the weft ; and in

ithe year 1734, the variation was fomewhat more than 1° weft. In order to find the

-variation
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variation of the needle with the leafl; error poflible, the feamen take this method : they
obferve the point the fun is in, by the compafs, any time after its rifing, and then take

the ahitude of the fun ; and, in the afternoon, they obferve when the fun comes to the
fame ahitude, and obferve the point the fun is then in by the compafs ; for the middle,
between thefe two, is the true north or fouth point of the compafs ; and the difference

between that and the north or fouth upon the card, which is pointed out by the needle,

is the variation of the compafs, and flicws how much the north and fouth, given by
the compafs, deviates from the true north and fouth points of the horizon. It appears
clearly from what has been faid, that, in order to arrive at the certain knowledge of the

variation, and of the variation of that variation of the compafs, it is abfolutely requifite

to have, from time to time, diflindt accounts of the variation, as it is obferved in

different places : whence the importance of Captain Tafman's remarks, in this refpeft,

fufficiently appears. It is true, that the learned and ingenious Dodor Halley has given

a very probable account of this matter ; but as the probability of that account arifes

only from its agreement with obfervations, it follows, thofe are as neceffary and as im-
portant as ever, in order to ftrengthen and confirm it.

3. On the 6th of November, I was in 49° 4' fouth latitude, and in the longitude of

114° 56' ; the variation was at this time 26° weflward ; and, as the weather was foggy,

with hard gales, and a rolling fca from the fouth-wefl; and from the fouth, I concluded
from thence, that it was not at all probable there fhould be any land between thofe two
points. On November 15, I was in the latitude of 44° 33' fouth, and in the longitude

of 140° 32'. The variation was then 18° 30' weft, which variation decreafed every

day, in fuch a manner, that, on the 21ft of the fame month, being in the longitude of

158% 1 obferved the variation to be no more than 4°. On the 22d of that month, the

needle was in continual agitation, without refting in any of the eight points } which led

me to conjecture, that we were near fome mine of loadftone.

This may, at firft fight, feem to contradift what has been before laid down, as to the

variation, and the caufes of it : but, when ftridly confidered, they will be found to

agree very well ; for when it is afferted, that veins of loadftone have nothing to do with

the variation of the compafs, it is to be underftood of the conftant variation of a few

degrees to the eaft, or to the weft : but in cafes of this nature, where the variation is

abfolutely irregular, and the needle plays quite round the compafs, our author's con-

jefture may very well find place : yet it muft be owned, that it is a point far enough
from being clear, that mines of loadftone atfcct the compafs at a diftance ; which,

however, might be very eafily determined, fince there are large mines of loadftone in

the ifland of Elba, on the coaft of Tufcany.

4. On the 24th of the fame month, being in the latitude of 42" 25' fouth, and in

the longitude of 163" 50', I difcovered land, which lay caft-fouth-eaft, at the diftance

of ten miles, which I called Van Diemen's Land. The compafs pointed right towards

this land. The weather being bad, I fteered fouth and by eaft along the coaft, to the height

of 44° fouth, where the land runs away eaft, and afterwards north-eaft and by north.

In the latitude of 43' 10' fouth, and in the longitude of 167" 55', I anchored on the

ift of December, in a bay, which I calKd the Bay of Frederic Henry. I heard, or at

leaft fancied I heard, the found of people upon the fhore ; but I faw nobody. All I

met with worth obferving was two trees, which were two fathoms or two fathoms and
an half in girth, and fixty or fixty-five feet high from the root to the branches : they

had cut with a flint a kind of fteps in the bark, in order to climb up to the birds-nefts :

thefe fteps were the diftance of five feet from each other ; fo that we muft conclude,

that either thefe people are of a prodigious fize, or that they have fome way of climbing

voJL. XI. 3 L trees
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trees that we arc not ufed to : in one of the trees the fteps were fo frcfh, that we
judged they could not have been cut above four days.

I'hc noife wc heard rcfenibled the nolle of forae fort of trumpet ; it feemed to be at

no great diftance, but we faw no living creature notwithflanding. I perceived alfo in

the fand, the marks of wild beads' feet, refembling thofe of a tiger, or fome fuch

creature ; I gathered alio fome gum from the trees, and likewife fome lack The tide

ebbs and flows there about three feet. The trees in this country do not grow very

clofe, nor are they encumbered with buflies or underwood. I obferved fmoke in feveral

places ; however, we did nothing more than fet up a port, on which every one cut his

name, or his mark, and upon which I hoifled a flag. I obferved that, in this place,

the variation was changed to 3° eafl:ward. On December 5th, being then, by
obfervatlon, in the latitude of 41° 34', and in the longitude 169'', I quitted Van
Diemen's Land and refolved to fleer eaft to the longitude of 195% in hopes of dif-

covering the iflands of Solonion.

5. On September 9thj I was in the latitude of 42'' 37' fouth, and in the longitude

of 176° 29'; the variation being there 5° to the eaft. On the 12th of the fame month,

finding a great rolling fea coming in on the fouth-weft, I judged there was no land to

be hoped for on that point. On the 13th, being in the latitude of 42° 10' fouth, and

in the longitude of 188° 28', I found the variation 7° 30' eaftward. In this fituatiou

I difcovered an high mountainous country, which is at prefent marked in the charts,

under the name of New Zealand. I coafted along the fhore of this coimtry to the

north-north-eaft, till the 18th ; and being then in the latitude of 40° 50' fouth, and in

the longitude of 191° 41', I anchored in a fine bay, where I obferved the variation to

be 9° towards the eaft.

. We found here abundance of the inhabitants : they had very hoarfe voices, and
were very large-made people. They durft not approacli the fhip nearer than a ftone's

throw ; and we often obferved them playing on a kind ot trumpet, to which we
anfwered with the inftruments that were on board our veflel. Thefe people were of a

colour between brown and yellow, their hair long, and ahnoft as thick as that of the

Japanefe, combed up, and fixed on the top of their heads with a quill, or fome fuch

thing, that was thickeft in the middle, in the very fame manner that Japanefe faftened

their hair behind their heads. Thefe people cover the middle of their bodies, fome
with a kind of mat, others with a fort of woollen cloth ; but, as for their upper and

lower parts, they leave them altogether naked.

On the 19th of December, thefe favages began to grow a little bolder, and more
familiar, infomuch that at laft they ventured on board the Heemfl-;irk, in order to trade

with thofe in the veiTel : as foon as I perceived it, being apprehenfive that they might

attempt to furprife that fliip, I fent my fliallop, with feven men, to put the people in

the Heemfliirk upon their guard, and to direct them not to place any confidence in

thofe people. My feven men, being without arms, were attacked by thefe favages,

who killed three of the feven, and forced the other four to fwim for their lives ; which

occafioned my giving that place the name of the Bay of Murderers. Our ftiip's com-
pany would, undoubtedly, have taken a fevere revenge, if the rough weather had not

hindered them. From this bay we bore away eaft, having the land in a manner all

round us. This country appeared to us rich, fertile, and very well fituated ; but as

the weather was very foul, and we had at this time a very ftrong weft wind, we found
it very difficult to get clear of the land.

6. On the 24th of December, as the wind would not permit us to continue our
way to the north, as we knew not whether we fhould be able to find a paflage on that

fide,
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fide, and as the flood came in from the fouth-eafl:, we concluded that it would be the

befl to return into the bay, and leek fome other way out ; but, on the 26th, the wind
becoming more favourable, we continued our route to the north, turning a little to the

weft. On the 4th of January 1643, b'^'ng then in the latitude of 34" 3^' fouth, and
in the longitude of igi°9', we failed quite to the cape, which lies north-welt, where
we found the fea rolling in from the north-eaft ; whence we concluded, that we had at

lafl found a paflage, which gave us no fmall joy. There was in this ftreight an ifland,

-which we called the ifland of the Three Kings ; the cape of which we doubled, with a
defign to have refrcflicd ourfelves ; but, as we approached it, we perceived on the
mountain thirty or five and thirty perfons, who, as far as we could difcern at fuch a
diftance, were men of very large fize, and had each of them a large club in his

hand : they called out to us in a rough ftrong voice, but we could not underfland any
thing of what they faid. We oblerved that thefe people walked at a very great rate,

and that they took prodigious large ftrides. We made the tour of the ifland; in doing
which, we f;iw but very few inliabifants ; nor did any of the country feem to be culti-

vated ; we found indeed a frefli-water river, and then we refolved to fail eafl, as far as

220° of longitude ; and from thence north, as far as the latitude of 17° fouth ; and
thence to the weft, till we arrived at the ifles of Cocos and Home, which were dif.

covered by William Schovten, where we intended to refreili ourfelves, in cafe we found
no opportunity of doing it before ; for though we had adually landed on Van
Diemen's Land, we met with nothing there ; and, as for New Zealand, we never fet

foot on it.

In order to render this pafTage perfe£i:ly intelligible, it Is necefTary to obferve, that the

ifland of Cocos lies in the latitude of 15^ 10' fouth; and, according to Schovten's

account, is well inhabited, and well cultivated, abounding with all forts of refrefhments;

but, at the fame time, he defcribes the people as treacherous and bafe to the laft degree.

As for the iflands of Hornc, they lie nearly in the latitude of 15°, are extremely

fruitful, and inhabited by people of a kind and gentle difpofition, who readily bellowed

on the Hollanders whatever refrefhments they could afk. It was no wonder therefore,

that, finding themfclves thus diflreffed. Captain Tafman thought of repairing to thefe

iflands, where he was fure of obtaining retrefliments, either by fair means or otherwife
j

which defign, however, he did not think fit to put in execution.

7. On the 8th of January, being in the latitude of 30° 25' fouth, and in the longitude

of 192" 20', we obferved the variation of the needle to be 9" towards the eafl ; and, as

we had an high rolling fea from the fouth-weft, I conjectured there could not be any

land hoped for on that fide. On the 12th, we found ourfelves in 30' 5' fouth latitude,

and in 195 27' of longitude, where we found the variation 9° 30' to the eafl, a rolling

fea from the fouth-eaft and from the fouth-weft. It is very plain, from thefe obferva-

tions, that the pofition laid down by Dr. Halley, that the motion of the needle is not

governed by the poles of the world, but by other poles which move round them, is

highly probable ; for otherwife it is not eafy to underftand, how the needle came to

have, as our author aftirms it had, a variation of near 27' to the weft, in the latitude of

45° 47', and then gradually decrcafing till it had no variation at all ; after which it

turned eaft, in the latitude of 42° 37', and fo continued increafing its variation eaft-

wardly to this time.

8. On the 16th, we were in the latitude of 26° 29' fouth, and in the longitude of

199° 32', the variation of the needle being 8°. Here we are to obferve, that the

eaftern variation dccreafes ; which is likewife very agreeable to Uottor Halley's

Jiypothefis ; which, in few words, is this : that a certain large folid body contained

3 L 2 within,
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within, and every way feparated from the earth, ("as having its own proper motion)

and being included like a kernel in its fhell, revolves circularly from eaft to weft, as

the ex'erior earth revolves the contrary way in the diurnal motion ; whence it is eafy

to explain the pofition of the four magnetical poles which he attributes to the earth,

by allowing two to the nucleus, and two to the exterior earth. And, as the two former
perpetually alter the fituation by their circular motion, their virtue, compared
with the exterior poles, muft be different at different times ; and confequently, the

Variation of the needle will perpetually change. The dottor attributes to the nucleus

an European north pole and an American fouth one, on account of the varia-

tion of variations obferved near thefe places, as being much greater than thofe found
iiear the two other poles. And he conjectures, that thefe poles will finifh their revolu-

tion in about feven hundred years ; and after that time, the fame fituation of the poles

obtain again, as at prefent ; and, confequently, the variations will be the fame again

over all the globe ; fo that it requires feveral ages before this theory can be thoroughly

adjufled. He afTigns this probable caufe of the circular revolution of the nucleus:

that the diurnal motion, being imprelfed from without, was not fo exactly communi-
cated to the internal parts, as to give them the fame precife velocity of rotation as the

external ; whence the nucleus, being left behind by the exterior earth, feems to move
flowly in a contrary diredion, as from eaft to weft, with regard to the external earth,

Confidered as at reft in refpeft of the other. But to return to our voyage

:

9. On the 19th of January, being in the latitude of 22° 35' fouth, and in the lon-

gitude of 204" 15', we had y 30' eaft variation. In this fituation we difcovered an
ifland about two or three miles in circumference, which was as far as we could
difcern, very high, fteep, and barren. We were very defirous of coming nearer it, but

were hindered by fouth-eaft and fouth-fouth-eaft winds: we called it the Ifle of Pylftaart,

becaufe of the great number of that fort of birds we faw flying about it j and the next

day we faw two other iflands.

10. On the 2 1 ft, being in the latitude of 21° 20' fouth, and in the longitude of
205° 29', we found our variation 7^ to the north-eaft. We drew near to the coaft of
the moft northern ifland, which, though not very high, yet was the larger of the two :

we called one of thefe iflands Amfterdam, and the other Rotterdam. Upon
that of Rotterdam, we found great plenty of hogs, fowls, and all forts of fruits,

and other refrefliments. Thefe iflanders did not feem to have the ufe of arms,

inafmuch as we faw nothing like them in any of their hands : while we were upon
the ifland, the ufage they gave us was fair and friendly, except that they would
fteal a little. The current is not very confiderable in this place, where it ebbs north-

eaft, and flows fouth-weft. A fouth-weft moon caufes a fpring-tide, which rifes feven

or eight feet at leaft. The wind blows there continually fouth-eaft, or fouth-fouth-

eaft, which occafioned the Heemfliirk's being carried out of the road, but, however,
without any damage. We did not fill any water here, becaufe it was extremely hard
to get it to the ftiip.

On the 25th, we were in the latitude 20" 15' fouth, and in the longitude of 206' 19'.

The variation here was 6- 20' to the eaft ; and, after having had fight of feveral other
iflands, we made that of Rotterdam : the iflanders here refemble thofe on the ifland

of Amfterdam. The people were very good natured, parted readily with what they
had, did not feem to be acquainted with the ufe of arms, but were given to thieving

like the natives of Amfterdam Ifland. Here we took in water and other refrelhments,
with all the conveniency imaginable. We made the whole circuit of the ifland, which
ve found well ftocked with cocoa-trees, very regularly planted ; we likewife faw abun-

4 dance
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dance of gardens, extremely well laid out, plentifully (locked with all kinds of fruit-

trees all planted in ftraiirht lines, and the while kept in fach excellent order, that nothing

could have a better cffecl upon the eye. After quittinsj the ifland of Rotterdam, we
had fight of feveral other iflands ; which, however, did not engage us to alter the

refolution we had taken of failing north, to the height of 17° fouth latitude, and from
thence to fliapc a wiift courfe, without going near either Traitor's Ifland, or thofe of

Home, we having then a very brifli wind from the fouth-eaft, or eaft-fouth-eaO:.

I cannot help remarking upon this part of Captain Tafman's journal, that it is not

eafy to conceive, unlcfs he was bound up by his inflructi>ms, why he did not remain

fome time either at Rotterdam or at Amilerdam ifland, but efpecially at the former

;

iince, perhaps, there is not a place in the world fo happily feated, for making new dif-

coveries with eafe and Aifety. He owns, that he traverfed the whole ifland ; that he

found it a perfect paradife ; and that the people gave him not the lead caufe of being

diffident in point of fecurity ; fo that, if his men had thrown up ever fo flight a for-

tification, a part of them might have remained there in fafety, while the reft had at-

tempted the difcovery of the Iflands of Solomon on the one hand, or the continent

of Dc Quiros on the other; from neither of which they were at any great diftance:

and, from his neglcding this opportunity, I take it for granted that he was circum-

fcribed, both as to his courfe, and to the time he was to employ in thefe difcoveries,

by his inftruftions ; for otherwife, fo able a feaman, and fo curious a man, as his

journal (hews him to have been, would not certainly have negledcd fo fair an oppor-

tunity.

II. On February 6th, being in 17° 19' of fouth latitude, and in the longitude

of 201" 35', we found ourfelves embarrafled by nineteen or twenty fmall iflands, every

one of which was furrounded with fands, fhoals, and rocks. Thefe are marked in

the charts by the name of Prince William's Iflands, or Heemikirk's Shallows. On the

8th, we were in the latitude of 15 29', and in the longitude of 199" 31'. We had

abundance of rain, a (trong wind from the north-eaft, or the north-north-eaft, with

dark, cold weather. Fearing, therefore, that wc were run farther to the weft than we
thought ourfelves by our reckoning, and dreading that we ihould fall to the fouth of

New Guinea, or be thrown upon fome unknown coaft in luch blowing mifty weather,

we refolved to ftand away to the north, or to the north-north-weft, till we fliould

arrive in the latitude of 4, 5, or 6° fouth ; and then to bear away weft for the coaft of

New Guinea, as the leaft dangerous way that we could take.

It is very plain froai hence, that Capain Tafman had now laid afide all thoughts of

difcovering farther ; and I think it is not difficult to guefs at the reafon : when he was

in this latitude, he was morally certain that he could, without further difficulty, fail

round by the coaft of New Guinea and fo back again to the Eaft Indies. It is there-

fore extremely probable, that he was direftod by his inftruftions to coaft round that

great fouthern continent already difcovered, in order to arrive at a certainty, whether

it was joined to any other part of the world, or whether, notwithftanding its vaft extent,

viz. from the equa:or to 43' of fouth latitude, and from the longitude of 123° to near

190", it was, notwithftanding, an ifland : this, I fay, was in all appearance the true

defign of his voyage, and the reafon of it feems to be this ; that an exdd chart being

drawn from his difcoveries, the E.^ft India Company might have perfed intelligence of

the extent and fituation of this new-found country, before they executed the plan

they were tlien contriving for preventing its being vifiied, or farther di'covcrcd, by

their owa or any other nation : and this loo accounts for the cai'c taken in laying

down
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down the map of this country on the pavement of the new ftadthoufe at Amflcrdam ; for

as this county was henceforward to remain as a kind of depofit, or land of referve, in

the hands of the Eaft India Company, they took this method of intimating as much

to their countrymen ; fo that, while flrang^-rs are gaping at this map as a curiofity,

every intelligent Dutchman may fay to hiinfelf, " Behold the wifdoni of the Eall India

Company ! by their prcfent empire, they fupport tlie authority of this republic abroad;

and by their extenfive commerce, enrich its fubjeSs at home ; and, at the fame time,

ihew us here what a referve they have made for the benefit- of pofterity, whenever,

through the viciffitudes to which ail fublunary things are liable, their prefent fources

of power and grandeur fhall fail."

I cannot help fupporting my opinion, in this refped, bv putting the reader in mind

of a very curious piece of ancient hiftory, which furnilhes us with the like inflnnce in

the cunduQ of another republic. Diodorus Siculus, in the fifth book of his Ilillorical

Library, informs us, that in the African Ocean, fome days fail wtlt from Libya, there

had been difcovered an ifland, the foil of which was exceedingly fertile, and the country

no lei's pleafant, all the land being finely diverfiiied by mountains and plains, the former

thick clothed with trees, the latter abounding with fruits and flowers, the whole

watered by innumerable rivulets, and affording To pleafant an habitation, that a finer

or more delightful country fancy itfelf could not feign : yet he affures us, the Car-

thagenians, thofe great maflers of maritime power and commerce, though they had

difcovered this admirable ifland, would never fufter it to be planted ; but reierved it

as a fanduary, to which they might fly, whenever the ruin of their own republic left

them no other refource. This tallies exadly with the policy of the Dutch Eaft India

Company, who, if they fhould at any time be driven from their poffeflions in Java,

Ceylon, and other places in that neighbourhood, would without doubt retire back into

the Moluccas, and avail themfelves effectually of this noble difcovery, which lies opea

to them, and has been hitherto clofe fliut up to all the world befide. But to proceed:

12. On February 14th we were in the latitude of 16° 30' fouth, and in the longitude

of 193 35'. We had hitherto had much rain, and bad weather; but this day, the

wind finking, we hailed our confort the Zee-Haan ; and found to our great fatisfadion

that our reckonings agreed. On the 20th, in the latitude of 13° 45', and in the longi-

tude of 193° 35', we had dark, cloudy weather, much rain, thick fogs, and a rolling

fea ; on all fides the wind variable. On the 26th, in the latitude of 9° 48' fouth, and

in the longitude of 193° 43', we had a north-weft wind, having every day, for the

fpace of twenty-one days, rained more or lefs. On March 2d, in the latitude of

9" 11' fouth, and in the longitude of 192° 46', the variation was 10° to the cifl:, the

wind and weather ftill varying. On March 8th, in the latitude of 7° 46' fouth, and

in the longitude of 190° 47', the wind was ftill variable.

13. On the 14th, in the latitude of 10° 12' fouth, and in the longitude of 186° 14',

we found the variation 8° 45' to the eaft. We paffed fome days without being able

to take any obfervation, becaufe the weather war, all that time dark and rainy. On
March 20th, in the latitude of 5° 15' fouth, and in the longitude of 181° 16', the

weather being then fair, we found the variation 9° eaftward. On the 2 2d, in the

latitude of 5° 2' fouth, and in the longitude of 178° 32', we had fine fair weather,

and the benefit of the eaft trade wind. This day we had fight of land, which lay

four miles weft. This land proved to be a clufter of twenty iflands, which in the maps
are called Anthong Java. They lie ninety miles, or thereabouts, from the coaft of

.aSTew Guinea. It may not be amifs to obferve here, that what Captain Tafman calls

2 the
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the coaft of New Guinea, is in reality the coafl of New Britain, which Captain Dam-
pier firft difcovercd to be a large ifland, Separated from the ccafl of New Guinea,

14. On the affh, in the latitude of 4° 35' fouth, and in the longi'iudc of 175° 10',

we found the variation 9° 30' eaft. We were then in the height of the iflands of
Mark, vhich were difcovered by William Schovten and James le Maire. They are

fourteen or fifteen in number, inhabited by favages, with black hair, drefled and
trimmed in the fame manner as thofe we faw before at the Bay of Murderers in New
Zealand. On the 29th, we pafl'ed the Green Illands ; and on the 30th, that of
St. John ; which were likewife difcovered by Schovten and Le Maire. This ifland they

found to be of a confidcrable extent ; and judged it to lie at the diftance of one thou-

fand eight hundred and forty leagues from the coafl: of Peru. It appeared to them
well inhabited, and well cultivated, abounding with flefli, fowl, fifh, fruit, and other

refrefhments. The inhabitants made ufe of canoes of all fizes, were armed with flings,

darts, and wooden fwords, wore necklaces and bracelets of pearl, and rings in their

nofes. They were, however, very intradable, notwith ftanding all the pains that could

be taken to engage them in a fair correfpondence ; fo that Captain Schovten was at

laft obliged to fire upon them, to prevent them from making theaifelves mafhers of his

veffel, which they attacked with a great deal of vigour : and very probably this was
the reafon that Captain Tafman did not attempt to land, or make any farther difcovery.

On April ift, we were in the latitude of 4° 30' fouth, and in the longitude of 171° 2',

the variation being 8° 45' to the eafl:, having now fight of the coafl of New Guinea
;

and endeavouring to double the cape which the Spaniards call Cobo Santa Maria, we
continued to fail along the coafl:, which lies north-welf. We afterwards pafled the

Iflands of Antony Caens, Gardeners Ifland, and Fifhers Ifland, advancing towards the

promontory called Struis Hoek, where the coafl: runs fouth, and fouth-eaft. We
refolved to purfue the fame route, and to continue fl:eering fouth, till we fliould either

difcover land, or a pailage on that fide.

It is neceflary to obferve, that all this time they continued on the coafl:, not of New-
Guinea, but of New Britain; for that cape which the Spaniards called Santa Maria, is

the very fame that Captain Dampier called Cape St. George ; and Caens, Gardeners,

and Fifliers Iflands, all lie upon the fiime coafl:. They had been difcovered by
Schovten and Le Maire, who found them to be well inhabited, but by a very bafe and
treacherous people ; who, after making figns of peace, attempted to furprife their

fliips : and thefe iflanders managed their flings with fuch force and dexterity, as to

drive the Dutch lailors from their decks : which account of Le Maire's agree perfedly

well with what Captain Dampier tells us of the fame people. As for the continent

of New Guinea, it lies quite behind the ifland of New Britain ; and was therefore laid

down, in all the charts before Dampicr's difcovery, at leall; 4° more to the ea(l than

it Ihould have been.

15. On April 12th, in the latitude of 3' 45' fouth, and in the longitude of 167%
we found the variation i o"^ towards the eaft. That night part of the crew were wakened

out of their fleep by an earthquake. They immediately ran upon deck, fuppofing

that the fliip had ftruck. On heaving the lead, however, there was no bottom to be

f.)und. We had afterwards feveral fliocks ; but none of them fo violent as the firft.

AVe had then doubled the Struis Hoek, and were, at that time, in the bay of Good
Hope. On the 14th, in the latitude of 5° 27' fouth, and in the longitude of 166° 57',

we obferved the variation to be 9" 15' to the eaft. The land by then north-eaft, eaft

fiorth-eaft, and again fouth fouth-wcft ; fo that we imagined there had been a paflage

between
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between thofe tvro points : but we were foon convinced of our miftake, and that it was

all one coaft ; fo that we were obliged to double the Weft Cape, and to continue

creeping along-fhore, and were much hindered in our paflage by calms. This defcrip-

tion agrees very well with that of Schovten and Le Maire ; fo that probably they had

now fight again of the coaft of New Guinea.

It is very probable, from tlic accident that happened to Captain Tafman, and which

alfo happened to others upon that coaft, and from the burning mountains that will be
hereafter mentioned, that this country is very fubjedl: to earthquakes ; and, if fo, with-

out doubt, it abounds with metals and minerals ; of which we have alfo another proof,

from a point in which all thefe writers agree ; viz. that the people they faw had rings

in their nofes and ears, though none of them tell us of what metal thofe rings were

made, which Le Maire might eafily have done, fince he carried oif a man from one of

the iflands, whofe name was Mofes, from whom he learned that almoft every nation

on this coaft fpeaks a different language.

1 6. On the 20th, in the latitude of 5° 4' fouth, and in the longitude 164" 27', we
found the variation 8' 30' eaft. We that night drew near the Brandande Yland, i. e.

burning ifland, which William Schovten mentions ; and wc perceived a great flame

ilTuing, as he fays, from the top of an high mountain. When we were between that

ifland and the continent, we faw a vaft number of fires along the fhore, and half-way

up the mountain, from whence we concluded that the country muft be very populous.

We were often detained on this coaft by calms, and frequently obferved fmall trees,

bamboes and flirubs, which the rivers on that coaft carried into the fca ; from which

we inferred, that this part of the country was extremely well watered, and that the

land muft be very good. The next morning we pafled the burning mountain, and
continued a weft north-weft courfe along that coaft.

It is remarkable, that Schovten had made the fame obfervation with refpeft to the

drift-wood forced by the rivers into the fea. He likewife obferved, that there was fo

copious a difcharge of frefh water, that it altered the colour and the tafte of the fea.

He likewife fays that the burning ifland is extremely well peopled, and alfo well cul-

tivated. He afterwards anchored on the coaft of the continent, and endeavoured to

trade with the natives, who made him pay very dear for hogs and cocoa-nuts, and like-

wife fliewed him fome ginger. It appears from Captain Tafman's account, that he was
now in hafte to return to Batavia, and did not give himfelf fo much trouble as at the

beginning about difcoveries, and, to fay the truth, there was no great occafion, if, as

I obferved, his commifllon was no more than to lail round the new difcovered coafts,

in order to lay them down with greater certainty in the Dutch charts.

17. On the 27th, being in the latitude of 2° 10' fouth, and in the longitude of 146"

57', we fancied that we had a fight of the ifland of Moa ; but it proved to be that of

Jama, which lies a little to the eaft of Moa. We found here great plenty of cocoa-

nuts, and other refrefliments. The inhabitants were abfolutely black, and could eafily

repeat the words that they heard others fpeak ; which fliews their own to be a very

copious language. It is, however, exceedingly difBcult to pronounce, becaufe they

make frequent ufe of the letter R ; and fometimes to fuch a degree, that it occurs

twice or thrice in the fame word. The next day, we anchored on the coaft of the

ifland of Moa, where we likewife found abundance of refrefliments, and where we
were obliged by bad weather to ftay till May 9th. We purchafed there, by way of

exchange, fix thoufand cocoa-nuts, and a hundred bags of pyfanghs, or Indian figs. When
we firft began to trade with thefe people, one of our feamen was wounded by an arrow,

that one ot the natives let fly, either through maUce or inadvertency. We were^ at

that
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that very junfture, endeavouring to bring our fhips clofe to the fliore ; which fo

terrified thefe iflanders, that they brought of their own accord on board us, the man
who had fhot the arrow, and left him at our mercy. We found them, after this

accident, much more tradable than before in every refpe£t. Our failors, therefore,

pulled off the iron hoops from fome of the old water-calks, ftuck them into wooden
handles, and filing them to an edge, fold thefe aukward knives to the inliabitants for

their fruits.

In all probability they had not forgot what happened to our people on July 1 6rh, 1 61 6,
in the days of William Schovten : thefe people, it feems, treated him very ill ; upon
which James le Maire brought his lliip clofe to the Ihorc, and fired a broadfide

through the woods ; the bullets, flying through the trees, flruck the negmes with

fuch a panic, that they fled in an inftant up into the counti-y, and durfl net (hew their

heads again till they had made full fatisfaftion for what was pad:, and thereby

fecured their fafety for the time to come } and he traded with them afterwards very

peaceably, and with mutual fatisfadion.

This account of our author's feems to have been taken upon memory, and is not

very exad. Schovten's feamen, or rather the petty officer who commanded his long*

boat, infultcd the natives grofsly, before they offered any injury to his people ; and
then, notwithftanding they fired upon them with fmall arms, the iflanders obliged

them to retreat ; fo that they were forced to bring the great guns to bear upon the

ifland before they could reduce them. Thefe people do not deferve to be treated as

favages, becaufe Schovten acknowledges, that they had been engaged in commerce
with the Spaniards ; as appeared by their having iron pots, glafs beads and pendants,

with other European commodities, before he came thither. He alfo tells us, that

they were a very civilized people, their country well cultivated, and very fruitful

;

that they had a great many boats, and other fmall craft, which they navigated with

great dexterity. He adds alfo, that they gave him a very diflind account of the

neighbouring iflands, and that they folicited him to fire upon the Arimoans, with

whom it feems they are always at war ; which, however, he refufed to do, unlefs

provoked to it by fome injury offered by thofe people. It is therefore very apparent,

that the inhabitants of Moa are a people with whom any Europeans, fettled in their

neighbourhood, might without any difficulty fettle a commerce, and receive confiderable

alTiffance from them in making difcoveries. But, perhaps, fome nations are fitter

for thefe kind of expeditions than others, as being lefs apt to make ufc of their artillery

and fmall arms upon every little difpute ; for as the inhabitants of Moa are well enough
acquainted with the fuperiority which the Europeans have over them, it cannot be

fuppofed, that they will ever hazard their total dcllruftion by committing any grofs

aft of cruelty upon ftrangers, who vifit their coafl ; and it is certainly very unfair, to

treat people as lavages and barbarians, merely for defending themfelvcs when infulted

or attacked without caufe. The inffance Captain Tafman gives us of their deliveraig

up the man who wounded his failor, is a plain proof of this ; and as to the diffidence

and fufpicion which fome later voyagers have complained of, with rofpeft to the inha-

bitants of this ifland, they mufl: certainly be the efi'eds of the bad behaviour of fuch

Europeans as this nation have hitherto dealt with, and would be cflJoc^ually removed,

if ever they had a fettled experience of a contrary conduct. '1 he fureft method of

•teaching people to behave honeltly towards us, is to behave friendly and honeftly

towards them, and then there is no great rcafon to fear, that fuch as give evident

proofs of capacity and civility in the common affairs of life, fliould be guilty of

treachery that muft turn to their own difadvantage.

YOL. XI. 3 M 1 8. On
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18. On the 1 2th of May, being then in the latitude of 54' fouth, and in the longi-

tude of 153' 17'. we found the variation 6 30' to the calt. We continued coafting

the north-lide of the ifland of William Schovten, which is about eighteen or nineteen

miles long, very populous, and the people very brifk and active. It was with great

caution that Schovten gave his name to this ifland, for having obferved that there were
abundance of fmall iflands laid down in the charts on the coafl ot New Guinea, he was
fufpicious, that this might be of the number. But fince that time, it feems a point

generally agreed, that this ifland had not before any particular name ; and therefore,

in all fubfcquent voyages, we find it conflantly mentioned by the name of Schovten's

Ifland.

He defcribes it as a very fertile and well-peopled ifland ; the inhabitants of which

were fo far from difcovering any thing of a favage nature, that they gave apparent

teftimonies of their having had an extenfive commerce before he touched there, fince

they not only fliewed him various commodities from the Spaniards, but alfo fevcral

famplcs of China ware ; he obferves, that they arc very unlike the nations he had feen

before, being rather of an olive-colour, than black ; fome having fhort, others long

hair, drefl'ed after different fafhions ; they were alfo a taller, (tronger and flouter

people, than their neighbours. Thefe little circumftances, which may feem tedious or

trifling to fuch as read only for amufement, are, however, of very great importance

to fuch as have difcoveries in view ; becaufe they argue, that thefe people have a

general correfpondence ; the difference of their complexion mufl; arife from a mixed
defcent ; and the different manner of wearing their hair is undoubtedly owing to their

following the fafliion of diflFerent nations, as theiw fancies lead them. He farther

obferves, that their veflels were larger and better contrived than their neighbours

;

that they readily parted with their bows and arrows in exchange for goods, and that

they were particularly fond of glafs and iron-ware, which, perhaps, they not only

ufed themfelves, but employed likewife in their commerce. The mofl weflern point

of the ifland he called the Cape of Good Hope, becaufe, by doubling that cape, he
expefted to reach the ifland of Banda ; and that we may not wonder, that he was in

doubts and difficulties as to the fituation of thefe places, we ought to refledt, that

Schovten was the firfl: who failed round the world by this courfe, and the lafl: too,

except Commodore Roggewein ; other navigators chufing rather to run as high as

California, and from thence to the Ladrone iflands, merely becaufe it is the ordinary

route.

In the neighbourhood of this ifland Schovten alfo met with an earthquake, which

alarmed the ihip's company exceffively, from an apprehenfion, that they had flruck

upon a rock. There are fome other iflands in the neighbourhood of this, well peopled,

and well planted, abounding with excellent fruits, efpecially of the melon kind. Thefe
iflands lie, as it were, on the confines of the fouthern continent, and the Eafl; Indies, fo

that their inhabitants enjoy all the advantages refulting from their own happy climate»

and from their traffick with their neighbours, efpecially with thofe of Ternate and
Amboyna, who come thither yearly to purchafe their commodities, and who
are likewife vifited, at certain feafons, by the people of thefe iflands in their turn.

19. On the 1 8th of May, in the latitude of 26' fouth, and in the longitude of
147° 55', we obferved the variation to be 5° 30' eafl. We were now arrived at

the weflern extremity of New Guinea, which is a detached point or promontory
(though it is not marked fo even in the lateft maps) ; here we met with calms,

variable and contrary winds, with much rain ; from thence we fleered for Ceram,
leaving the cape on the north, and arrived fafely on that ifland j by this time Captain

J Tafman
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Tafman had fairly furrounded the continent he was inftruded to difcover, and had
therefore nothing now farther in view than to return to Batavia, in order to report the
difcoveries he had made.

On the 27th of May, we pafled through the Streights of Boura, or Bouton, and
continued our paflage to Batavia, where we arrived on the 15th of June, in the
latitude of 6° 12' fouth, and in the longitude of 127" 18'. This voyage was made in

the fpace of ten months. Such was the end of this expedition, which has been always
confidercd as the clearefl and mofl exad that was ever made for the difcovcry of the
Terra Auflralis Incognita, from whence that chart and map was laid down in the pave-
ment of the ftadt-houfe at Amfterdam, as is before-mentioned. We have now nothing
to do but to fhut up this voyage and our hifliory of circumnavigators, with a few re-

marks, previous to which it will be requifite to itate clearly and fuccinclly the difcove-

ries, either made or confirmed by Captain Tafman's voyage, that the importance of it

may fully appear, as well as the probability of our conjedlures with regard to the mo-
tives that induced the Dutch Eafl India Company to be at fo much pains about thefe

difcoveries.

20. In the firft place, then, it is moft evident, from Captain Tafman's voyage, that

New Guinea, Carpentaria, New Holland, Antony van Diemen's Land, and the

countries difcovered by De Quiros, make all one continent, from which New Zealand
feems to be feparated by a ftreight ; and, perhaps, is part of another continent,

anfwering to Africa, as this, of which we are now Ipeaking, plainly does to America.
This continent reaches from the equinoctial to 44° of fouth lautude, and extends from
122' to 188° of longitude, making indeed a very large country, but nothing like

what De Ouiros imagined ; which (hews how dangerous a thing it is to truft too much
to conjefture in fuch points as thefe. It is, fecondly, obfervable, that as New Guinea,
Carpentaria and New Holland, had been already pretty well examined. Captain Tafman
fell direftly to the fouth of thefe ; fo that his firft difcovery was Van Diemen's Land,
the moft fouthem part of the continent on this fide the globe, and then, pafling round
by New Zealand, he plainly difcovered the oppofite fide of that country towards Ame-
rica, though he vifited the illands only, and never fell in again with the continent till

he arrived on the coaft of New Britain, which he miftook for that of New Guinea ; as

he very well might, that country having never been fufpefted to be an ifland, till Dam-
pier difcovered it to be fuch in the beginning of the prefent century. Thirdly, by this

furvey, thefe countries are for ever marked out, fo long as the map, or memory of this

voyage, fliall remain. The Dutch Eaft India Company have it always in their power to

dired fettiements, or new difcoveries, cither in New Guinea, from the Moluccas, or
in New Holland, from Batavia directly. The prudence fhewn in the conduct of this

affair deferves the higheft praife. To have attempted heretofore, or even now, the

eftablifhing colonies in thofe countries, would be impolitic, becaufe it would be grafping

more than the Eaft India Company, or than even the republic of Holland, could manage

;

for, in the firft place, to reduce a continent between three and four thoufand miles

broad, is a prodigious undertaking, and to fettle it by degrees, would be to open, to

all the world, the importance of that country, which, for any thing we can tell, may
be much fuperior to any country yet known : the only ciiuice therefore that the Dutch
had left, was to referve this mighty difcovery till the feafon arrived, in which they

Ihould be either obliged by necellity, or invited by occafion, to make ufe of it ; but

though this country be referved, it is no longer either unknown or neglecl:ed by the

Dutch, which is a point of very great confequence. To the other nations of Europe,

the fouthern contineat is a chimera, a thing in the clouds, or at Icall a country about which

3 M 2 there



452 tasman's voyaoe of discovery.

there are a thoufand doubts and fufpicions, fo that to talk of difcovering or fetth'ng itmufc

be regarded as an idle and empty projodt: but, with rcfpeft to them, it is a thing perfeclly

well known ; its extent, its boundaries, its fituation, the genius of its feveral nations, and

the commodities of which they are poireffed, are abfolutely within their cognizance, fo

that they are at liberty to take fuch meafures as appear to them beft, for fecuring the

eventual pofleflion of this country, whenever they think fit. This account explains at once

all the myfteries which the befl writers upon this fubjeft have found in the Dutch pro-

ceedings. It fhews why they have been at fo much pains to obtain a clear and diftinft

furvey of thefe diftant countries ; why they have hitherto forborn fettling, and why

they take fo much pains to prevent other nations from coming at a diflindl knowledge

of them : and I may add to this another particular, which is, that it accounts for their

permitting the natives of Amboyna, who are their fubjetts, to carry on a trade to New
Guinea, and the adjacent countries, fmce, by this very method, it is apparent that they

gain daily frefli intelligence as to the produfl: and commodities of thofe countries.

Having thus explained the confequence of Captain Tafman's voyage, and thereby fully

juftified my giving it a place in this part of my work, I am now at liberty to punue the

refledions with which I promifed to clofe this feftion, and the hiflory of circumna-

vigators, and in doing which, I fhall endeavour to make the reader fenfible of the

advantages that arife from publifhing thefe voyages in their proper order, fo as to fhew

what is, and what is yet to be difcovered of the globe on which we live.

2 1 . In fpeaking of the confequences of Captain Tafman's voyage, it has been very

amply fhcwn that this part of Terra Auftralis, or fouthern country, has been fully and

certainly difcovered. To prevent, however, the reader's making any miftake, I will

take this opportunity of laying before him fome remarks on the whole fouthern he-

mifphere, which will enable him immediately to comprehend all that I have afterwards

to fay on this fubjeft.

If we fuppofe the fouth pole to be the centre of a chart of which the equinodial is

the circumference, we ihall then difcern four quarters, of the contents of which, if

we could give a full account, this part of the world would be perfectly difcovered.

To begin then with the firfl of thefe, that is, from the firft meridian, placed in the

ifland of Fero. Within this divifion, that is to fay, from the firft to the nineteenth de-

gree of longitude, there lies the great continent of Africa, the moft fouthern point of

which is the Cape of Good Hope, lying in the latitude of 34° 15' fouth : between

that and the pole, feveral fmall but very inconfiderable illands have been difcovered,

afibrding us only this degree of certainty, that to the latitude of 50° there is no land

to be found of any confequence ; there was, indeed, a voyage made by Mr. Bovet in

the year 1738, on purpofe to difcover whether there were any lands to the fouth in

that quarter or not. This gentleman failed from Port I'Orient July the iSth, 1738,
and on the ift of January, 1739, difcovered a country, the coafts of which were co-

vered with ice, in the latitude of 54° fouth, and in the longitude of 28° 30'; the va-

riation of the compafs being there 6° 45' to the weft.

In the next quarter, that is to fay, from 90° longitude to 180°, lie the countries of

which we have been fpeaking, or that large fouthern ifland, extending from the equi-

noclial to the latitude of 43' 10', and the longitude of 167° 55', which, is the extre-

mity of Van Diemen's land.

In the third quarter, that is, from the longitude of 150° to 170", there is very little

difcovered with any certainty. Captain Tafman, indeed, vifited the coaft of New Zea-
land, in the latitude of 42° 10' fouth, and in the longitude of tS8° 28': but befides

this, and the iflands of Amfterdam and Rotterdam, we know very little j and there-

3 fore.
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fore, if there be any doubts about the reality of Terra Auftralis, it mufl be with re-

fpeft to that part of it which lies within this quarter, through which Schovten and Lc
Maire failed, but without dii'covering any thing more than a few fmall iflands.

The fourth and lafl quarter is from 270" of longitude to the firft meridian, within

which lies the continent of South America, and the ifland of Terra del Fuego

;

the mofl fouihern promontory of which is fuppofcd to be Cape Home, which, accord-

ing to the befl: obfcrvations, is in the latitude of 56°, beyond which there has been

nothing with any degree of certainty difcovered on this fide.

On the whole, therefore, it appears there are three continents already tolerably dif-

covered which point towards the fouth pole, and therefore it is very probable there

is a fourth, which if there be, it mufl lie between the country of New Zealand, dif-

covered by Captain Tafman, and that country which was feen by Captain Sharpe and

Mr. Wafer in the South Seas, to which land therefore, and no other, the title of Terra

Aullralis Incognita properly belongs. Leaving this, therefore, to the induftry of future

ages to difcover, we will now return to that great fouthern ifland which Captain Tafmaa
atlually furroundcd, and the bounds of which are tolerably well known.

In order to give the reader a proper idea of the importance of this country, it will

be requilite to fay fomething of the climates in which it is fituated : as it lies from the

equinoftial to near the latitude of 44°, the longed day in the moil northern parts mufl

be twelve hours, and in the fouthern about fifteen hours, or fomewhat more, fo that

it extends from the firfl: to the feventh climate, which (hews its fituation to be the

happieft in the world, the country called Van Diemen's Land refembling in all refpeQs

the fouth of France : as there are in all countries fome parts more pleafant than others,

fo there feems good reafon to believe, that within two or three degrees of the. tropic

of Capricorn, which paffes through the midfl of New Holland, is the mod unwhole-

fome and difagreeable part of this country ; the reafon of which is very plain : for in

thofe parts it mufl: be exceffively hot, much more fo than under the line itfelf, fince

the days and nights are there always equal, whereas, within three or four degrees of

the tropic of Capricorn, that is to fay, in the latitude of 27° fouth, the days are

thirteen hours and a half long, and the fun is twice in their zenith, firfl: in the begin-

ning of December or rather in the latter end of November, and again when it returns

back, which occafions a burning heat for about two months, or fomething more

;

whereas, either farther to the fouth, or nearer to the line, the climate muft be equally

wholefome and pleafant.

As to the product and commodities of this country in general, there is the greatefl:

reafon in the world to believe, that they are extremely rich and valuable, becaufe the

richefl: and fincft countries in the known world lie all of them within the fame latitude;

but to return from conjeftures to facts : the country difcovered by De Ouiros, makes

a part of this great ifland, and is the oppofite coafl: to that of Carpentaria. This

country, of which we have given a large account in the tenth fedion, the difcovcrer

called La Auflraiia del Efpiritu Santo, in the latitude of 15° 40' fouth; and, as he

reports, it abounds with gold, filver, pearl, nutmegs, mace, ginger and fugar-canes,

of an extraordinary fize ; I do not wonder, that formerly the fad might be doubted,

but at prefent I think there is fufficient realbn to induce us to believe it, for Captain

Dampier dcfcribes the country about Cape St. George and Port Mountaguo, which are

within 9° of the country defcribed by De Quiros ; I lay. Captain Dampier dcfcribes

what he faw in the following words :
" The country hereabouts is mountainous and

woody, full of rich valleys and pleafant frefli-watcr brooks; the mould in the

valleys is deep and yellowilh, that on the fides of the hills of a very brown coloui,

and
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and not very deep, but rocky underneath, yet excellent planting land ; the trees

in general are neither very ftrait, thick, nor tall, yet appear green and plcafant

enough ; fome of them bear flowers, fome berries and others big fruits, but all un-
known to any of us ; cocoa-nut trees thrive very well here, as well on the bays by
the fca-flde, as more remote among the plantations ; the nuts are of an indifferent

fize, the milk and kernel very thick and pleafant ; here are ginger, yams, and
other very good roots for the pot, that our men faw and tafl:ed ; what other fruits or

roots the country affords, I know not ; here are hogs and dogs, other land animals

we faw none ; the fowls we faw and knew were pigeons, pan-ots, cocadores and

crows, like thofe in England; a fort of birds about the bignefs of a black-bird, and
fmaller birds many. The fea and rivers have plenty of fifli ; we faw abundance,

though we catched but few, and thefe were cavallies, yellow-tails and whip-wreys."

This account is grounded only on a very flight view, whereas De Ouiros refided for

fome time in the place he has mentioned. In another place Captain Dampier obferves,

that he faw nutmegs amongfl them, which feemed to be frefli-gathercd, all which

agrees perfeftly with the account given by De Quiros ; add to this, that Schovten had
likewife obferved, that they had ginger upon this coaft, and fome other fpices, fo that

on the whole, there feems not the leafl; reafon to doubt, that if any part of this country

was fettled, it mufl: be attended with a very rich commerce ; for it cannot be fuppofed,

that all thefe writers fliould be either mifl:aken, or that they fliould concur in a defign

to impofe upon their readers ; which is the lefs to be fufpeded, if we confider how
well their reports agree with the fituation of the country, and that thi trees on the

land, and the fifii on the coaft, correfponding exadly with the trees of thofe countries,

and the fifli on the coafts, where thefe commodities are known to abound within-land,

feem to intimate a perfed conformity throughout.

The next thing to be confidered is, the poffibillty of planting in this part of the

world ; which, at firft fight, I muft confefs, feems to be attended with confiderable

difficulties with refpect to every other nation except the Dutch, who, either from

Batavia, the Moluccas, or even from the Cape of Good Hope, might with eafe fettle

themfelves where-ever they thought fit ; as, however, they have negledled this for

above a century, there feems to be no reafon, why their couduft in this refped fliould

become the rule of other nations, or why any other nation fliould be apprehenfive

of drawing on herfelf the difpleafure of the Dutch, by endeavouring to turn to their

benefit countries the Dutch have fo long fuftered to lie, with refped to Europe, wafte

and defert.

The firft: point, with refped to a difcovery, would be, to fend a fmall fquadron on
the coaft of Van Diemen's Land, and from thence round, in the fame courfe taken

by Captain Tafman, by the coaft of New Guinea, which might enable the nations that

attempted it to come to an abfolute certainty with regard to its commodities and com-

merce : fuch a voyage as this might be performed with very great eafe, and at a fmall

expence, by our Eaft India company ; and, this in the fpace of eight or nine months

time ; and confidering what mighty advantages might accrue to the nation, there feems

to be nothing harfli or improbable in fuppofing that, fome time or other, when the

legiflature is more than ufualiy intent on affairs of couimcrce, they may be direfted to

make fuch an expedition at the expence of the public. By this means all the back

coaft of New Holland and New Guinea, might be thoroughly examined, and we might

know as well, and as certainly as the Dutch, how far a colony fettled there might

anfwer our expeftations ; one thing is certain, that to perfons ufed to the navigation

cf the Indies, fuch an expedition could not be thought either dangerous or difficult,

becaufe
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becaufe it is already fufficiently known, that there are every-where iflands upon the

coaft, where lliips, upon fuch a difcovery, might be fure to meet with refreftiments, as

is plain from Conunodore Roggewein's voyage, made little more than twenty

years ago.

The only difficulty that I can fee, would be the getting a fair and honeft account of

this expedition, whtumade; for private intereft is fo apt to interfere, and get the

better of the public fervicc, that it is very hard to be fure of any thing of this fort.

That I may not be fufpeded of any intent to calumniate, I fliall put the reader in

mind of two inftanccs ; the firfl is, as to the new trade from Ruffia, for eftabliihing

of which an aft of parliament was with great difficulty obtained, though vifibly for

the advantage of the nation : the other inftance is, the voyage of Captain IMiddleton,

for the difcovery of a north-weft paifage into the fouth feas, which is ended by a very

warm difputc, whether that paflage be found or not, the perfon fuppofed to have found

it maintaining the negative.

Whenever, therefore, fuch an expedition is undertaken, it ought to be under the

diredion, not only of a perfon of parts and experience, but of unfpotted character,

who, on his return, ihould be obliged to deliver his journal upon oath, and the prin-

cipal officers under him fhould likewife be diafted to keep their journals diftinclly,

and without their being inl^ccted by the principal officer ; all which journals ought to

be publiffied by authoriiy as foon as received, that every man might be at liberty to

exan;i;ie them, and deliver his thoughts as to the difcoverics made, or the impediments

fuggciled to have hindered or prevented fuch difcoveries, by which means the public

would be fure to obtain a full and diltind account of the matter ; and it would thence

immediately appear, whether it would be expedient to profecute the defign or not.

But if it fliould be thought too burdenfome for a company in fo flouriffiing a con-

dition, and confequently engaged in fo extenfive a commerce as the Eafl: India Com-
pany is, to undertake fuch an expedition, merely to ferve the public, promote the expor-

tation of our manufactures, and increafe the number of induilrious perfons who are

maintained by foreign trade ; if this, 1 fay, Ihould be thought too grievous for a com-
pany that has purchafed her privileges from the public, by a large loan at low intereft,

there can certainly be no objeftion to the putting this project into the hands of the

Royal African Company, who are not quite in fo flourilhing a condition ; they have

equal opportunities for undertaking it, fmce the voyage migtit be with great eafe per-

formed from their fettlements in ten months, and if the trade was found to anfwer,

it might encourage the fettling a colony at Madagafcar, to and from which ffiips might,

with the grcateft conveniency, carry on the trade to New Guinea. I cannot fay how
far fuch a trade might be confident with their prefent charter ; but if it fhould be

found advantageous to the public, and beneficial to the company, I think there can be

no reafon affigned why it fhould not be fecured to them, and that too in the moft ef-

fe£tual manner.

A very finall progrefs in it would reftore the reputation of the company, and in time,

perhaps, free the nation from the annual expence fhe is now at, for the fupport of the

forts and garrifons belonging to that company on the coalts of Africa; which would

alone prove of great and immediate fervicc, both to the puolic and to the company

:

to fay the truth, fomething of this fort is ablolutely nccelfary to vindicate the expence

the nation is at ; for if the trade, for the carrying on of which a company is efbibliihed,

proves, by a change of circumllances, incapable of fupporting that company, and

thereby brings a load upon the public, this ought to be a motive, it ought, indeed, to

be the flrongefl motive, for that company to endeavour the extenfiou of its commerce,

or
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or the ftriking out, If poflible, fome new branch of trade, which may reflore it to its

former fplendour ; and in this as it hath an apparent nghr, fo there is not the Icafl: reafon

to doubt, that it would meet with all the countenance and afliftance from the govern-

ment that it could reafonably expedt or defire.

If fuch a defign (hould ever be attempted, perhaps the ifland of New Britain might
be theproperefl; place for them to fettle. As to the fituation, extent, and prefent con-

dition of that ifland, all that can be faid of it muft be taken from the account given by
its difcoverer Captain Dampier : which, in few words, amounts to this :

" The ifland

which I call Nova Britannia has about 4° of latitude, the body of it lying in 4°, the

northermofl: part in 2° 30', and the fouthermofl: in 6° 30'. It has about 5° 18' longi-

tude from eail to weft ; it is generally high mountainous land, mixed with large valleys,

which, as well as the mountains, appeared very fertile ; and in mod places that we faw,

the trees are very large, tall, and thick. It is alfo very well inhabited, with ftrong

well-limbed negroes, whom we found very daring and bold at feveral places : as to the

produdl of it, it is very probable, this ifland may afford as many rich commodities as

any in the world ; and the natives may be eafily brought to commerce, though I could

not pretend to it in my circumftances." If any objeftlons fhould be raifed from
Dampier's misfortune in that voyage, it is eafy to fliew, that it ought to have no manner
of weight whatever, fmce, though he was an excellent pilot, he is allowed to have been
but a bad commander : befides the Roebuck, in which he failed, was a worn-out

frigate, that would hardly fwira ; and it is no great wonder, that in fo crazy a veflTel

the people were a little impatient at being abroad on difcoveries
;

yet, after all, he per-

formed what he was fent for ; and, by the difcovery of this ifland of New Britain,

fecured us an indifputable right to a country, that is, or might be made, very valuable.

It is fo fituated, that a great trade might be carried on from thence through the

whole Terra Auffralis on one fide, and the moft valuable iflands of the Eaft-Indies on
the other. In fhort, all, or at leafl mofl:, of the advantages propofed by the Dutch
Weft-India Company's joining with their Eaft-India Company, of which a large account

has already been given, might be procured for this nation, by the eftablifliing a colony

in this ifland of New Britain, and fecuring the trade of that colony to the African

Company by law ; the very pafling of which law would give the company more than

fufficient credit, to fit out a fquadron at once capable of fecuring the pofTeflion of that

ifland, and of giving the public fuch fatisfaftion as to its importance, as might be
requifite to obtain further power and afTiftance from the ftate, if that fhould be found

neceflary. It would be very eafy to point out fome advantages peculiarly convenient

for that company ; but it will be time enough to think of thele, whenever the African

Company fhali difcover an inclination to profecute this defign. At prefent I have done
what I propofed, and have fhewn that fuch a colleftion of voyages as this, ought not

to be confidered as a work of mere amufement, but as a work calculated for the benefit

of mankind in general, and of this nation in particular, which it is the duty of every

man to promote in his ftation ; and whatever fate thefe reflexions may meet with, I

fhall always have the fatisfadion of remembering, that I have not negledted it in mine,

but have taken the utmoft pains to turn a courfe of laborious reading to the advantage

of my country.

But, fuppofing that neither of thefe companies fhould think it expedient, or, in other

words, fhould not think it confiftent with their intereft, to attempt this difcovery, there

is yet a third company, within the fpirit of whofe charter, I humbly conceive, the pro-

lecution of fuch a fcheme immediately lies. The reader will eafily difcern, that I mean
the company for carrying on a trade to the South Seas, who, notwithftanding the exten-

fivenefc
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fivenefs of their charter, confirmed and fupported by authority of parliament, have
not fo far as my information reaches, ever attempted to fend fo much as a fmgle fhip

for the fake of difcoveries into the South Seas, which, however, was the great point
propofed when this company was firfl: eflabUfhed. In order to prove this, I need only
lay before the reader the limits affigned that company by their charter, the fubflance of
which is contained in the following words :

—

" The corporation, and their fucceflbrs, (hall, for ever, be veiled in the fole trade
into and from all the kingdoms and lands on the caft fide of America, from the River
Oroonoco, to the fouthermofl part of Terra del Fucgo, and on the weft fide thereof
from the faid fouthermoft part of Terra del Fuego, through the South Sea, to the
northermoft part of America, and into and through all the countries, iflands, and
places within the faid limits, which are reputed to belong to Spain, or which fhall here-
after be found out and difcovered within the limits aforefaid, not exceeding 300 leagues
from the continent of America, between the fouthermoft part of the Terra del Fuego
and the northermoft part of America, on the faid weft fide thereof, except the kingdom
of Brazil, and fuch other places on the eaft fide of America, as are now in the poffef-

fion of the King of Portugal, and the country of Surinam, in the pofTeftion of the
States-general. The faid company, and none elfc, are to trade within the faid limits

;

and, if any other perfons fliall trade to the South Seas, they ftall forfeit the fliip and
goods, and double value, one-fourth part to the crown, and another fourth part to the
profecutor, and the other two-fourths to the ufe of the company. And the company
fhall be the fole owners of the illands, forts, &c. which they Ihall difcover within the
faid limits, to beheld of the crown, under an annual rent of an ounce of gold, and of
all fhips taken as prizes by the (liips of the faid company : and the company may feize,

by force of arms, all other Bi-itifli fliips trading in thofe feas."

It is, I think, impoflible for any man to imagine, that either thefe limits ftiould be
fecurcd to the company for no purpofe in the world ; or that thefe prohibitions and
penalties ftiould take place, notwithftanding the company's never attempting to make
any ufe of thefe powers : from whence I infer, that it was the intent of the legiflature,

that new difcoveries fhould be made, new plantations fettled, and a new trade carried

on, by this new corporation, agreeable to the rules prefcribed, and for the general

benefit of this nation ; which I apprehend was chiefly confidered in the providing, that

this new commerce fliould be put under the management of a particular company.
But I am very well aware of an objection that may be made to what I have advanced

;

viz. that, from my own fliewing, this fouthern continent lies abfolutely without their

limits ; and that there is alfo a provifo in the charter of that company, that feems par-

ticularly calculated to exclude it, fince it recites, that

" The agents of the company ftiall not fail beyond the fouthermoft parts of Terra
del Fuego, except through the Streights of Magellan, or round Terra del Fuego ; ncr
go from thence to any part of the Eaft Indies, nor return to Great Britain, or any port

or place, unlefs through the faid ftreights, or by Terra del Fuego : nor ftiall they

trade in Eaft-India goods, or in any places within the limits granted to the united com-
pany of merchants of England trading to Eaft India (fuch India goods excepted as

fliall be adually exported from Great Britain, and alfo fuch gold, filver, wrought

plate, and other goods and commodities, which are the produce, growth, or manufac-

tures of the Weil Indies, or continent of America) : neither ftiall they fend fliips, or

ufe them or any velfel, within the South Seas, from Terra del Fuego to the north-

ermoft parts of America, above three hundred leagues to the vveftward of, and diftant

from the land of Chili, Peru, Mexico, California, or any other the lands or fliores of

VOL. XI. 3 N Southern
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Southern or Northern America, between Terra del Fuego and the northermoft part of

America, on pain of the forfeiture of the fhips and goods ; one-third to the crown, and
the other two-thirds to the Eafl India Company."

But the reader will oliferve, that I mci\tioncd the Eafl India and African Companies
before ; and that I now mention the South Sea C.ompmy, on a fuppofition that the two
former may rcfufe it. In that cafe, I prefume, the legiflature will make the fame dif-

tinftion that the States of Holland did, and not fuffer the private advantage of any
particular company to ftand in competition with the good of a whole people. It was
upon this principle that I laid it down as a thing certain, that the African Company
would be allowed to fettle the ifland of Madagafcar, though it lies within the limits of

the Eaft India Company's charter, in cafe it fliould be found neceffary for the better

carrying on of this trade. It is upon the fame principle I fay this fouthern continent

lies witliin the intention of the South Sea Company's charter, becaufe, I prefume, the

intent of that charter was to grant them all the commerce in thofe feas, not occupied

before by Britifli fubjefts ; for, if it were otherwife, what a condition fhould we be in

as a maritime power? If a grant does not oblige a company to carry on a trade

within the limits granted to that company, and is, at the fame time, of force to preclude

all the fubjefts of this nation from the right they before had to carry on a trade within

thofe limits, fuch a law is plainly dcftrudtive to the nation's interefl:, and to commerce
in general. I therefore fuppofe, that, if the South Sea Company fliould think proper

to revive their trade in the manner I propofe, this provifo would be explained by parlia-

ment to mean no more than excluding the South Sea Company from fettling or

trading in or to any place at prefent fettled in or traded to by the Eaft India Company :

for, as this interpretation would fccure the jufl rights of both companies, and, at the

fame time, reconcile the laws for eflablilhing them to the general interefl of trade and
the nation, there is the greateft reafon to believe this to be the intention of the legif-

lature. I have been obliged to infifl fully upon this matter, becaufe it is a point hitherto

untouched, and a point of fuch high importance, that, unlefs it be underflood according

to my fenfeof the matter, there is an end of all hopes of extending our trade on this

fide, which is perhaps the only fide, on which there is the leafl probability that it ever

can be extended : for, as to the north-wefl: paffage into the South Seas, that feems to

be blocked up by the rights of another company ; fo that, according to the letter of
our laws, each company is to have its rights, and the nation in general no right at all.

If therefore the fettling of this part of Terra Auflralis fhould devolve on the South
Sea Company, by way of equivalent for the lofs of their AfTiento contradt, there is no
fort of queftion but it might be as well performed by them as by any other, and the

trade carried on without interfering with that which is at prefent carried on, either by
the Eafl India or African Companies. It would indeed, in this cafe, be abfolutely ne-

ceffary to fettle Juan Fernandez, the fettlement of which place, under the direction of

that company, if they could, as very probably they might, fall into fome fhare of the

flave-trade from New Guinea, mufl prove wonderfully advantageous, confidering the

opportunity they would have of vending thofe flaves to the Spaniards in Chili andPeru.
The fettling of this ifland ought to be performed at once, and with a competent force,

fince, without doubt, the Spaniards would leave no means unattempted to difpoffefs

them : yet, if a good fortification was once raifed, the palfes properly retrenched, and
a garrifon left there of between three and five hundred men, it would be fimply im-
pofTible for the Spaniards to force them out of it before the arrival of another fquadron
irom hence. Neither do I fee any reafon, why, in the fpace of a very few years, the

plantation of this ifland fhould not prove of as great confequence to the South Sea

4 Company,
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Company, as that of Curacao to the Dutch Weft India Company, who raife no Icfs

than fixty thoufand florins per annum for licenfing fliips to trade there.

From Juan Fernandez to Van Diemen's Land is not above two months fail ; and a

voyage for difcovery might be very conveniently made between the time that a

fquadron returned from Juan Fernandez, and another fquadron's arrival there from
hence. It is true, that, if once a confiderable fettlement was made in the moft fouthern

part of Terra Auftralis, the company might then fall into a large commerce in the moft

valuable Eaft India goods, very probably gold-, and fpices of all forts : yet I cannot

think, that even thefe would fall within the exclufive provifo of their charter ; for that

was certainly intended to hinder their trading in fuch goods as are brought hither by

our Eaft India Company ; and I muft confefs I fee no difference, with refpeft to the

intereft of that company, between our having cloves, cinnamon, and mace, by the

South Sea Company's ftiips from Juan Fernandez, and our receiving them from Holland,

after the Dutch Eaft India Company's fliips have brought them thither by the way of

the Cape of Good Hope. Sure I am they would come to us fooner by fome months
by the way of Cape Home. If this reafoning does not fatisfy people, but they ftill

remain perfuaded, that the South Sea Company ought not to intermeddle with the

Eaft India trade at all, I defire to know, why the Weft India merchants are allowed to

import coffee from Jamaica, when it is well known, that the Eaft India Company can

fupply the whole demand of this kingdom from Mocha ? If it be anfwered, that the

Jamaica cofiee comes cheaper, and is the growth of our own plantations, I reply, that

thefe fpices will not only be cheaper but better, and be purchafed by our own manu-
fadturers ; and thefe, I think, are the ftrongeft reafons that can be given.

If it be demanded, what certainty I have, that fpices can be had from thence, I anfwer,

all the certainty that in a thing of this nature can be reafonably expefted : Ferdinand

de Quiros met with all forts of fpices in the country he difcovered ; William Schovtcn,

and Jaques le Maire, faw ginger and nutmegs ; fo did Dampier ; and the author of

Commodore Roggewein's Voyage afferts, that the free burgeffes of Amboyna purchafe

nutmegs from the natives of New Guinea for bits of iron. All therefore I contend

for is, that thefe bits of iron may be fent them from Old England.

The reafon I recommend fettling on the fouth coaft of Terra Auftralis, if this dcfign

fhould be profccuted, from Juan Fernandez, rather than the ifland of New Britain,

which I mentioned before, is, becaufe that coaft is nearer, and is fituated in a better and

pleafanter climate. Befides all which advantages, as it was never hitherto vifited by
the Dutch, they cannot with any colour of juftice, take umbrage at our attempting

fuch a fettlement. To clofe then this fubjeft, the importance of which alone inclined

me to fpend fo much of mine and the reader's time about it

:

It is moft evident, that, if fuch a fettlement was made at Juan Fernandez, proper

magazines erefted, and a conftant correfpondcnce cftabliflied between that ifland and

the Terra Auftralis, thefe three confequences muft abfolutcly follow from thence :

I. That a new trade would be opened, which muft carry oft" a great quantity of our

goods and manufactures, that cannot, at prefcnt, be brought to any market, or at leaft

not to fo good a market, as if there was a greater demand for them. 2. It would

render this navigation, which is at prefcnt fo ftrange, and confequcntly fo terrible, to

us, cafy and fiuniliar ; which might be attended with advantages that cannot be forefeen,

cfpecially fmce there is, as I before obferved, in all probability another fouthern con-

tincnt, which is ftill to be difcovered. 3. It would greatly increafc our fliipping and

our fcamen, wliich are the true and natural ftrongth of this country, extend our naval

power, and raife the reputation of this nation ; the moft diftant profped of which is

3 N 2 fufficieiit
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fufficient to warm the foul of any man who has the leaft regard for his country, with cou-

rage fufEcient to defpife the imputations that may be thrown upon him as a vifionary

projector, for taking fo much pains about an affair that can tend fo little to his private

advantage. We will now add a few words, with refpcft to the advantages arifing

from having thus digefled the hiilory of circumnavigators, from the earlieft account of

time to the prefent ; and then fhut up the whole with another fedion, containing the

laft circumnavigation by Rear-Admiral Anfon, whofe voyage has at leaft fhewn, that,

under a proper officer, Englifh feamen are able to atchieve as much as they ever did
;

and that is as much as was ever done by any nation in the world.

It is a point that has always admitted fome debate, whether fcience flands mor6
indebted to fpeculation or pradice ; or, in other words, whether the greater difcoveries

have been made by men of deep ftudy, or perfons of great experience in the niofl:

ufeful parts of knowledge. But this, I think, is a propofition that admits of no difpute

at all, that the nobleft difcoveries have been the refult of a jufl mixture of theory with

practice. It was from hence, that the very notion of failing round the earth took rife

;

and the ingenious Genoefe firft laid down this fyflem of the world, according to his

conception, and then added the proofs derived from experience. It is much to be

deplored, that we have not that plan of difcovery which the great Chriftopher Co-

lumbus fent over thither by his brother Bartholomew to King Henry VII., for if we
had we fhould certainly find abundance of very curious obfervations, which might

ftill be ufeful to mariners : for it appears clearly, from many little circumftances, that

he was a perfon of univei-fal genius, and, until bad ufage obliged him to take many
precautions, very communicative.

It was from this plan, as it had been communicated to the Portuguefe court, that the

famous Magellan came to have fo jufl notions of the pofTibility of failing by the weft

to the Eaft Indies ; and there was a great deal of theory in the propofal made by that

great man to the Emperor Charles V. Sir Francis Drake was a perfon of the fame

genius, and of a like general knowledge ; and it is very remarkable, that thefe three

great feamen met alfo with the fame fate ; by which I mean, that they were con-

ftantly purfued by envy while they lived, which hindered fo much notice being taken

of their difcourfes and difcoveries as they deferved. But when the experience of fuc-

ceeding times had verified many of their fayings, which had been confidered as vain

and empty boaflings in their life-times, then pofterity began to pay a fuperflitious

regard to whatever could be coUefted concerning them, and to admire all they deli-

vered as oraculous. Our other difcoverer, Candifh, was likewife a man of great parts

and great penetration, as well as a great fpirit ; he had, undoubtedly, a mighty genius

for difcoveries ; but the prevailing notion of thofe times, that the only way to ferve

the nation, was plundering the Spaniards, feems to have got the better of his defire to

find out unknown countries ; and made him choofe to be known to pofterity, rather

as a gallant privateer than as an able feaman, though in truth he was both.

After thefe follow Schovten and Le Maire, who were fitted out to make difcoveries ;

and executed their commifFion with equal capacity and fuccefs. If Le Maire had lived

to return to Holland, and to have digefted into proper order his own accounts, we
fhould, without queftion, have received a much fuller and clearer, as well as a much
more correal and fatisfa (Story detail of them, than we have at prefent : though the

voyage, as it is now publifhed, is, in all refpefts, the beft, and the moft curious, of all

the circumnavigators. This was, very probably, owing to the ill ufage he met with

from the Dutch Eaft India Company ; which put Captain Schovten, and the relations

of Le Maire, upon giving the world the beft information they could of what had been

I in
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in that voyage performed. Yet the fate of Le Maire had a much greater effecl in

difcouraging, than the fame of his difcoveries had in exciting, a fpirit of emulation ;

fo that we may faftly fay, the feverity of the Eafl India Company in Holland extin-

guifhcd that generous defire of exploring unknown lands, which might otherwife have
raifed the reputation, and extended the commerce of the republic much beyond what
they have hitherto reached. This is fo true that for upwards of one hundred years,

we hear of no Dutch voyage in purfuit of Le Maire's difcoveries ; and we fee, when
Commodore Roggewein, in our own time, revived that noble defign, it was again

cramped by the fame power that ftifled it before; and though the States did juflice to

the Well India Company, and to the parties injured, yet the hardfhips they fufFered,

and the plain proof they gave of the difficulties that mufl be met with in the profecu-

tion of fuch a defign, feem to have done the bufmefs of the Eafl India Company, and
damped the fpirit of difcovery, for perhaps another century, in Holland.

It is very obfervable, that all the mighty difcoveries that have been made arofe from
thefe great men, who joined reafoning with pradice, and were men of genius and learn-

ing, as well as feamen. To Columbus we owe the finding America ; to Magellan the

paffing by the (traits which bear his name, by a new route to the Eaft Indies ; to Le
Maire a more commodious paflage round Cape Home, and without running up to Cali-

fornia ; Sir Francis Drake too hinted the advantages that might arife by examining the

north wefl; fide of ^Vmerica ; and Candifli had fome notions of difcovering a palfage

between China and Japan. As to the hiflorywe have of Roggewein's voyage, it

affords fuch lights, as nothing but our own negligence can render ufelefs. But in the

other voyages, whatever difcoveries we meet with are purely accidental, except it be
Dampier's voyage to the coafls of New I lolland and New Guinea, which was exprefsly

made for difcoveries ; and in which, if an abler man had been employed in conjundlion

with Dampier, we cannot doubt, that the interior and exterior of thofe countries would
have been much better known than they are at prefent ; becaufe fuch a perfon would
rather have chofen to have rcfrefhed in the ifland of New Britain, or fome other

country not vifited before, than at that of Timor, already fettled both by the Portu-

guefe and the Dutch.

In all attempts, therefore, of this fort, thofe men are fitted to be employed who,
with competent abilities as feamen, have likewife general capacities, are at lead tolerably

acquainted with other fciences, and have fettled judgments and folid underftandings.

Thefe are the men from whom we are to expert the finifliing that great work which
former circumnavigators have begun; I mean the difcovering every part and parcel

of the globe, and the carrying to its utmoft perfeftion the admirable and ufeful fcience

of navigation.

It is, however, a piece of juflice due to the memory of thefe great men, to acknow-

ledge, that we are equally encouraged by their examples, and guided by their difco-

veries. We owe to them the being freed, not only from the errors, but from the

doubts and difficulties, with which former ages were opprcfTed: to them we fland

indebted for the difcovery of the bell part of the world, which was entirely unknown
to the ancients, particularly fome part of the eaflern, mofl of the fouthern, and all

the weflern heniifphere : from them we have learned, that the earth is furruunded by

the ocean, and that all the countries under the torrid zone are inhabited ; and that,

quite contrary to the notions that were formerly entertained, they are very far from

being the mod fultry climate in the world, thofe within a few degrees of the tropics,

though habitable, being much more hot, for reafons wiiich have been elfewherc ex-

plained. By their voyages, and elpecially by the obfervations of Columbus, we have

been
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been taught the general motion of the fea, the reafon of it, and the caufe and differ-

ence of currents in particular places ; to which we may add the doftriue of tides, which
were very imperfedly known, even by the greatefl: men in former times, whofe
accounts have been found equally repugnant to reafon and experience.

By their obfervations, we have acquired a great knowledge as to the nature and
variation of winds, particularly the monfoons, or trade-winds, and other periodical

winds, of which the ancients had not the leaf!: conception : and by thefe helps we not

only have it in our power to proceed much farther in our difcoverics, but we are like-

wife delivered from a multitude of groundlefs apprehenfions, that frighted them from
profecuting difcoveries. We give no credit now to the fables, that not only amufcd
antiquity, but even obtained credit within a few generations. The authority of Pliny will

not perfuade us that there are any nations without heads, whofe eyes and mouths are

in their breads, or that the Arimafpi have only one eye, fixed in their forehead, and
that they are perpetually at war with the Griffins, who guard hidden treafures ; or that

there are nations that have long hairy tails, and grin like monkeys. No traveller can

make us believe, that, under the torrid zone, there are a nation, every man of which

has one large flat foot, with which, lying upon his back, he covers himfelf from the

fun. In this refpeft we have the fame advantage over the ancients that men have over

children ; and we cannot refleft without amazement, on men's having fo much know-
ledge and learning in other refpects, with fuch childiih underftandings in thefe.

By the labours of thefe great men, in the two lafl: centuries, we are taught to know
what we feek, and how it is to be fought. We know, for example, what parts of the

north are yet undifcovered, and alfo what parts of the fouth. We can form a

very certain judgment of the climate of countries undifcovered, and can forefee the

advantages that will refult from difcoveries before they are made ; all which are pro-

digious advantages, and ought certainly to animate us in our fearches. I might add
to this, the great benefits we receive from our more perfed acquaintance with the pro-

perties of the loadftone, and from the furprifing accuracy of aflronomical obfervations

;

to which I may add the phyfical difcoveries made of lale years, in relation to the figure

of the earth j all of which are the refult of the lights which thefe great men have

given us.

It is true, that fome of the zealous defenders of the ancients, and fome of the great

admirers of the eaftern nations, difpute thefe fads ; and would have us believe that

al'moft every thing was known to the old philofophers, and not only known but prac-

tifed, by the Chinefe, long before the time of the great men to whom we afcribe them.

But the difference between their alfertions and ours is, that we fully prove the fadts

we allege, whereas they produce no evidence at all : for inflance, Albertus Magnus
fays, that Ariflotle wrote an exprefs treatife on the direftion of the loadftone ; but

nobody ever faw that treatife, nor was it ever heard of by any of the reft of his com-
mentators. We have in our hands fome of the beft performances of antiquity, in

regard to geography ; and any man who has eyes, and is at all acquainted with that

fcience, can very eafily difcern, how far they fall fliort of maps that were made even

an hundred years ago. The celebrated Voflius, and the reft of the admirers of the

Chinefe, who, by the way, derived all their knowledge from hearfay, may teftify, in as

ftrong terms as they think fit, their contempt for the weftern fages, and their high

opinion of thofe in the eaft ; but till they prove to us that their favourite Chinefe made
any voyages comparable to the Europeans, before the difcovery of a paflage to China
by the Cape of Good Hope, they will cxcufe us from believing them. Befides, if the

ancients had all this knowledge, how came it not to difplay itfelf in their performances ?

How
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How came they to make fuch difficulties of what are now ofleemed trifles ? And how-

came they never to maake any voyages, by choice at le;irt:, that were out of fight of

land ? Again, with nfpedl to the Chinefe, if they excel us fo much in knowledge,

how came the miflionaries to be fo much admired for their fuperior (kill in the fcijnces ?

But to cut the matter fhort, we are not difputing now about fpeciilative points of

fcience. but as to the practical application of it ; in which, I think, there is no doubt

that the modern inhabitants of the weflern parts of the world excel, and excel chiefly

from the labours and difcoveries of thofe great and ingenious men, who applied their

abilities to the improvement of ufeful arts, for the particular benefit of their country-

men, and to the common good of mankind ; which charafter is not derived from
any prejudice of ours, either againli: the ancients, or the oriental nations ; but is

founded in fads of public notoriety, and on general experience, which are a kind of

evidence not to be controverted or contradidled.

We are ftill, however, in feveral refpeds fliort of perfedion ; and there are many
things left to exercife the fagacity, penetration, and application of this, and of fucceed-

ing ages : for inllance, the paflages to the north-eafl; and north-wefl are yet unknown;
there is a great part of the fouthern continent undifcovered ; we are, in a manner, igno-

rant of what lies between America and Japan, and all beyond that country lies buried in

cbfcuritv, perhaps in greater obfcurity than it was an age ago; fo that there is dill room
for performing great things, which, in their confequences, perhaps, might prove greater

than can well be imagined. I fay nothing of the difcoveries that yet remain, with regard

to inland countries, becaufe thefe fall properly under another head, I mean that of

Travels. But it will be time enough to think of penetrating into the heart of coun-

tries, when we have difcovered the fea-coafts of the whole globe, towards which the

voyages recorded in this chapter have fo far advanced already. But the only means
to arrive at thefe great ends, and to tranfmit to pofterity a fame approaching, at leaft

in fome meafure, to that of our anceftors, is to revive and reftore that glorious fpirit

which led them to fuch great exploits ; and the mod natural method of doing this, is

to colled and preferve the memory of their exploits, that they may ferve at once to

excite our imitation, encourage our endeavours, and point out to us how they may be

beft employed, and with the greateft probability of fuccefs.
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AN ACCOUNT OF NEW HOLLAND AND THE ADJACENT
ISLANDS.

BY CAPTAIN WILLIAAI DAMPIER*

HAVING defcribed his voyage from Brazil to New Holland, this celebrated navi-

gator thus proceeds :

About the latitude of 26° fouth we faw an opening, and ran in, hoping to find a

harbour there ; but when we came to its mouth, which was about two leagues wide, we
faw rocks and foul ground within, and therefore flood out again ; there we had twenty-

fathom water within two miles of the fliore : the land every where appeared pretty low,

flat and even, but with fteep cliffs to the fea, and when we came near it there were no
trees, fhrubs, or grafs to be feen. The foundings in the latitude of 26' fouth, from
about eight or nine leagues off" till you come within a league of the fhore, are gene-

rally about forty fathoms, differing but little, feldom above three or four fathoms ; but

the lead brings up very different forts of fand, fome coarfe, fome fine, and of feveral

colours, as yellow, white, grey, brown, blueifli and reddifli.

When I faw there was no harbour here, nor good anchoring, I flood off to fea

again in the evening of the 2d of Auguft, fearing a ftorm on a lee-fhore, in a place where

there was no fhelter, and defiring at leaft to have fea-room, for the clouds began to

grow thick in the weftern board, and the wind was already there, and began to blow

frelh almoll upon the fhore, which at this place lies along north north-weft and fouth

fouth-eaft. By nine o'clock at night we got a pretty good offing ; but the wind flill in-

creafmg, I took in my main top-fail, being able to carry no more fail than two courfes

and the mizen. At two in the morning, Auguft 3d, it blew very hard, and the fea was

much raifed, fo that I furled all my fails but my mainfail, though the wind blew fo

hard, we had pretty clear weather till noon ; but then the whole fky was blackened

with thick clouds, and we had fome rain, which would laft a quarter of an hour at a

time, and then it would blow very fierce while the fqualls of rain were over our

heads, but as foon as they were gone the wind was by much abated, the ftrefs of the ftorm

being over : we founded feveral times, but had no ground till eight o'clock, Auguft the

4th, in the evening, and then had fixty fathom water, coral-ground. At ten we had fifty-

fix fathom fine fand. At twelvewe had fifty-five fathom fine fand, of a pale blueifh colour.

It was now pretty moderate weather, yet I made no fail till morning, but then the

wind veering about to the fouth-weft, I made fail and flood to the north, and at eleven

o'clock the next day, Auguft 5th, we faw land again, at about ten leagues diflant.

This noon we were in latitude 25° 3c', and in the afternoon our cook died, an old

man, who had been fick a great while, being infirm before we came out of England.

* Dampier's Voyages, I'ii. 82, edit. 1729.

The
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The 6th of Augufl, in the morning, we fawan opening in the land, and we ran into

it, and anchored in feven and a half fathom water, two miles from the fliore, clean

l;md. It was fomewhat difiicult getting in here, by reafon of many flioals we met wi h :

but I fent my boat founding before mc. The mouth of this found, which I called

Shark's Bay, lies in about 25^ fouth latitude, and our reckoning made its longitude

from the Cape of Good Hope to be about 87°, which is Icfs by one hundred and ninety-

five leagues than is ufually laid down in our common draughts, if our ivckoning was
right, and our glaifes did not deceive us. As foon as I came to anchor in this bay, I fent

riy boat afhore to feek for frefh water ; but in the evening my men returned, having

found none. The next morning I went afhore myfelf, carrying pick-axes and fliovels

vith me, to dig for water, and axes to cut wood. We tried in feveral places for w^ater,

but finding none after feveral trials, nor in feveral miles compafs, we left any farther

foarch for it, and fpending the reft of the day in cutting wood, we went aboard at

night.

The land is of an indifferent height, fo that it may be feen nine or ten leagues off.

It appears at a diftance very even ; but as you come nigher you find there arc many
gentle rifings, though none fteep or high. It is all a fleep fhore againfl the open fea ;

but in this bay or found we were now in, the land is low by the fea-fide, rifing gradually

in with the land. The mould is fand by the fea-fide, producing a large fort of
fampier, which bears a white flower. Farther in, the mould is reddifh, a fort of fand

producing fome grafs, plants, and fhrubs. The grafs grows in great tufts, as big as a
bufhel, here and there a tuft ; being intermixed with much heath, much of the kind we
have growing on our commons in England. Of trees or fhrubs here are divers forts ;

but none above ten feet high : their bodies about three feet about, and five or
fix feet high before you come to the branches, which are bufliy and compofed of
fmall twigs there fpreading abroad, though thick fet, and full of leaves, which were
moflly long and narrow : the colour of the leaves was on one fide whitifli, and on the

other green ; and the bark of the trees was generally of the fame colour with the

leaves, of a pale green. Some of .thefe trees were fweet-fcented, and reddifli within

the bark, like faffafras, but redder. Moft of the trees and flirubs had at this time either

bloiToms or berries on them. The blolToms of the different forts of trees were of fe-

veral colours, as red, white, yellow, &c. but moftly blue ; and thefe generally fmelc

very fweet and fragrant, as did fome alfo of the reft : there were alio befide fome
plants, herbs, and tall flowers, fome very finall flowers growing on the ground, that

vere fweet and beautiful, and for the moft part unlike any I had feen elfewhere.

There were but few land fowls ; we law none but eagles, of the larger forts of

birds ; but five or fix forts of fmall birds : the biggeft fort of thefe were not bigger

than larks, fome no bigger than wrens, all finging with great variety of fine flirill notes

;

and we faw fome of their ncfts with young ones in them. The water-fowls are ducks

(which had young ones now, this being the beginning of the fpring in thefe parts),

curlews, galdens, crab-catchers, cormorants, gulls, pelicans, and fome watei--fowI,

fuch as I have not feen any where bcfidcs.

The land animals that we faw here were only a fort of raccoons, diflerent from thofe

of the Weft-Indies, chiefly as to their legs, for thefe have very fliort fore legs, but go
jumping upon them as the others do (and like them are very good meat), and a fort

of guanos, of the fame fhape and lize with other guanos defcribed, but differing

from them in three remarkable particulars ; for thefe had a larger and uglier head,

and had no tail, and at the rump, inilcad of the tail there, they had a ftump of a tail,

which appeared like another head, but not really fuch, being without mouth or eyes;

VOL. XI. 30 yet
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yet this creature fcemed by this means to have a head at each end, and, which tnaybe
reckoned a fourth difference, the legs alfo feemed all four of them to be fore-legs,

being all alike in fliapc and length, and feeming by the joints and bending to be made
as if they were to go indifferently either head or tail foremofl ; they were fpeckled
black and yellow like toads, and had fcales or knobs on their backs like thofe of cro-

codiles, plated on to the fkin, or fluck into it, as part of the fkin : they are very flow
in motion ; and when a man comes nigh them they will fland ftill and hifs, not endea-
vouring to get away : their livers are alfo fpotted black and yellow ; and the body,
when opened, hath a very unfavory fmell. I did never fee fuch ugly creatures any
where but here. The guanos I have obferved to be very good meat, and I have
often eaten of them with pleafure ; but though I have eaten of fnakes, crocodiles and
alligators, and many creatures that look frightfully enough, and there are but few I

Ihould have been afraid to eat of, if prcfl: by hunger, yet 1 think my flomach would
fcarce have ferved to venture upon thefe New Holland guanos, both the looks and
the fmell of them being fo ofFenfive.

The fea-fifh that we faw here (for here was no river, land or pond of frefh water
to be feen), are chiefly fharks : there are abundance of them in this particular found,

that I therefore gave it the name of Shark's Bay. Here are alfo Ikates, thornbacks,

and other fifh of the ray kind (one fort efpecially like the fea-devil), and gar-fifh,

bonetas, &c. Of Ihell-fifh we got here mufcles, periwinkles, limpits, oyflers, both
of the pearl kind and alfo eating oyflers, as well the common fort as long oyflers, be-

fide cockles, &c. The fhore was lined thick with many other forts of very flrange

and beautiful fliells for variety of colour and fhape, mofl: finely fpotted with red, black

or yellow, &c. fuch as I have not feen any where but at this place. I brought away
a great many of them, but lofl all except a very few, and thofe not of the beft.

There are alfo fome green turtle weighing about two hundred pounds. Of thefe we
caught two, which the water ebbing had left behind a ledge of rock, which they could

not creep over. Thefe ferved all my company two days, and they were indifferent

fweet meat. Of the fharks wc caught a great many, which our men eat very favourily.

Among them we caught one which was eleven feet long. The fpace between its two
eyes was twenty inches, and eighteen inches from one corner of his mouth to the

other. Its maw was like a leather fack, very thick, and fo tough that a fharp knife

could fcarce cut it , in which we found the head and bones of a hippopotomus, the

hairy lips of which were flill found and not putrified, and the jaw was alfo firm, out

of which we plucked a great many teeth, two of them eight inches long, and as big

as a man's thumb, fmall at one end, and a httle crooked, the reft not above half fo

long. The maw was full of jelly, which flank extremely : however I faved for a while

the teeth and the fhark's jaw ; the flefh of it was divided among my men, and they

took care that no wafle fhould be made of it.

It was the 7th of Augufl when we came into Shark's-Bay, in which we an-

chored at three feveral places, and flaid at the firfl of them (on the wefl fide of the

bay) till the nth ; during which time we fearched about, as I faid, for frefh water,

digging wells, but to no purpofe ; however, we cut good flore of fire-wood at this

firft anchoring-place, and my company were all here very well refrefhed with raccoons,

turtle, fhark, and other fifh, and fome fowls, fo that we were now all much brifker than

when we came in hither
;
yet flill I was for Handing farther into the bay, partly becaufe

I had a mind to increafe my Hock of frefh water, which was began to be low, and
partly for the fake of difcovering this part of the coaft. I was invited to go further,

by feeing from this anchoring place all open before me, which therefore I defigned to

I fearch
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fearch before I left the bay : fo on the i ith, about noon, I fleered farther in, with an

eafy fail, becaufe we had but fliallow water ; we kept therefore good looking out for

fear of fhoals, fometimcs fhortening, fometimcs deepening the water. About two in

the afternoon we faw the land a-head that makes the fouth of the bay, and before

night we had again {holdings from that (hore, and therefore fliortencd fail and flood off

and on all night, under two topfails, continually founding, having never more than

ten fathom, and feldom lefs than feven. The water deepened and fholdncd fo very

gently, that in heaving the lead five or fix times we fhould fcarce have a foot difference.

When we came into feven fathom either way, we prefently went about. From this

fouth part of the bay we could not fee the land from whence we came in the afternoon

;

and this land we found to be an ifland of three or four leagues long, but it appearing

barren, I did not flrive to go nearer it, and the rather becaufe the winds would not permit

us to do it without much trouble, and at the openings the water was generally fhoal

:

I therefore made no farther attempts in this fouth-wefl and fouth part of the bay, but

fleered away to the eaflward, to fee if there was any land that way, for as yet we had

feen none there. On the 12th, in the morning, we palled by the north point of that

land, and were confirm.ed in the perfuafion of its being an ifland, by feeing an opening

to the eaft of it, as we had done on the weft. Having fair weather, a fmall gale and
fmooth water, we flood further on in the bay, to fee what land was on the eafl of it.

Our foundings at firfl were feven fathom, which held fo a great while, but at length

it decreafcd to fix. Then we faw the land right a-hcad. We could not come near it

with the fhip, having but fhoal water, and it being dangerous lying there, and the land

extraordinary low, very unlikely to have frefh water (though it had a few trees on it,

feemingly mangroves), and much of it probably covered at highwater, I flood out

again that afternoon, deepening the water, and before night anchored in eight fathom,

clean white fand, about the middle of the bay. The next day we got up our anchor,

and that afternoon came to an anchor once more near two iflands and a flioal of coral

rocks that face the bay. Here I fcrubbed my fhip ; and finding it very improbable I

fhould get any further here, I made the befl of my way out to fea again, founding all

the way, but finding, by the fliallownefs of the water, that there was no going out to

fea to the call of the two iflands that face the bay, nor between them, I returned to

the well entrance, going out by the fame way I came in at, only on the eafl inflead of

the wefl fide of the fmall fhoal : in which channel wc had ten, twelve, and thirteen

fathom water, flill deepening upon us till we were out at fea. I'he day before we came
cut I fent a boat a-fliore to the mofl northerly of the two iflands, which is the leafl of
them, catching many fmall fifh in the mean while with hook and line : the boat's crew
returning, told me that the ifle produces nothing but a fort of green, fliort, hard prickly
grafs, affording neither wood lior frefli water, and that a fea broke between the two
iflands, a fign that the water was fhallow. 'I'hcy faw a large turtle, and many fkates

and thornbacks, but caught none.

It was Augufl the 14th when I failed out of this bay or found, the mouth of which
lies, as I faid, in 25° 5', dcfigning to coafl along to the north-eafl till I might commo-
dioufly put in at fomc other port of New Holland. In pafiing out wc faw three w ater-

ferpents fw imming about in the fea, of a yellow colour, fpotted with dark brown fpots
;

they were each about four foot long, and about the bignefs of a man's wrifl, and were
the firfl I faw on this coafl, which abounds with fcveral forts of them ; we had the
winds at our firfl coming out at north, and the land lying north-eaflerly ; we plied

off and on, getting forward but little till the next day, when the wind coming at fouth-

fouth-weft and fouth, wc began to coafl it along the fhore on the northward, keeping

302 a?
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at fix or fcven leagues off fhorc, and founding often, we had between forty and forty'

fix fathom water, brown fand, with fome white fhells. This 15th of Augufl: we were
in latitude 24° 41'. On the i6th day, at noon, wewerein 23^ 22'. The wind coming
at eafl; by north, wc could not keep the fliore aboard, but were forced to go farther

off, and loft fight of the land ; then founding we had no ground with eighty fathom
line ; however the wind fhortly after came about again to the fouthward, and then we
jogged on again to the northward, and faw many fmall dolphins and whales, and
abundance of fcuttle-fliells fwimming on the fea, and fome water-fnakes every day.

The 17th we faw the land again, and took a fight of it.

The 18th, in the afternoon, being three or four leagues oft" fliore, I faw a flioal-

point ftretching from the land into the fea, a league or more ; the fea broke high on
it, by which I faw plainly there was a fhoal there. I ftood farther oft", and coafted

along fliore, to about feven or eight leagues diftance ; and at twelve o'clock at night

wc founded, and had but twenty fathom hard fand. By this I found 1 was upon another

fhoal, and fo prefently fteered of weft half an hour, and had then forty fathom. At
one in the morning of the 1 8th day we had eighty-five fathom ; by two wc could

find no ground, and then I ventured to fteer along fliore again due north, which is two
points wide of the ccaft (that lies north-north-eaft) for fear of another flioal. I would
not be too far off" from the land, being defirous to fearch into it wherever I fhould find

an opening or any convenience of fearching about for water, &c. When we were oft'

the flioal-point I mentioned where we had but twenty fathom water, we had in the night

abundance of whales about the fliip, fome a-head, others a-ftern, and fome on each,

fide blowing and making a very diimal noife, but when we came out again into deeper

water they left us ; indeed, the noife that they made by blowing and dafliing of the

fea with their tails, making it all of a breach and foam, was very dreadful to us, like

the breach of the waves in very flioal-water, or among rocks. The flioal thefe whales

were upon had depth of water fufficient, no lefs than twenty fathom, as I faid, and it

lies in latitude 22° 22'. The fliore was generally bold all along; we had met with

no flioal at fea fince the Abrohlo-flioal, when we firft fell on the New Holland coaft

in the latitude of twenty-eight, till yefterday in the afternoon, and this night. This

morning alio, when we expected by the draught we had with us to have been elevea

leagues oft" ftiore, we were but four, fo that either our draughts were faulty, which

yet hitherto and afterwards we found true enough as to the lying of the coaft, or elfe

here was a tide unknown to us that deceived us, though we had found very little of

any tide on this coaft hitherto; as to our winds in the coafting thus far, as we had.

been within the vevge of the general trade (though interrupted by the ftorni I men-
tioned), from the latitude of 28, when we firft fell in with the coaft, and by
that time we were in the latitude of 25, we had ufually the regular trade wind (which

is here fouth-fouth-eaft), when we were at any diftance from ihore ; but we had often

fea and land breezes, efpecially when near fliore, and when in Shark's-Bay, and had

a particular north-weft wind or ftorm that fet us in thither. On this i8th of Auguft
we coafted with a brifk gale of the true trade wind at fouth-fouth-eaft, very fair and
clear weather; but hauling off" in the evening to fea, were next morning out of fight

of land ; and the land now trending away north-eafterly, and we being to the north-

ward of it, and the wind alfo flirinking from the fouth-fouth-eaft to the eaft-fouth-eaft

(that is, from the true trade-wind to the fea-breeze, as the land now lay), we could
not get in with the land again yet-awhile, fo as to fee it, though we trimmed fliarp and
kept clofe on a wind. "We were this 19th day in latitude 21° 42'. The 20th we were
in latitude 19" 37', and kept clofe on a wind to get fi.ght of the land again, but could

a not
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not yet fee it. We had very fair weather ; and though we were fo far from the land

as to be out of fight of it, yet we had the fea and land breezes. In the hight we had
the land-breeze at fouth-fouth-cafl a fmall gentle gale, which in the morning.

?.bout fun-rifing would fliift about gradually (and withal incrcafmg in flrcngth) till

about noon, we fhouid have it at eall-fouth-eaft, which is the true fea-breeze here

;

then it would blow a brifk gale, fo that we could fcarce carry our top-fails double

reefed ; and it would continue thus till three in the afternoon, when it would decreafe

again. 'Ihe weather was fair all the while, not a cloud to be feen, but very hazy,

efpecially nigh the horizon. We founded feveral times this 20th day, and at firlt

had no ground, but had afterwards from fifty- two to forty-five fathom, coarfe

brown fand, mixt with fmall brown and white flones, with dints befidcs in the

tallow.

I'he 2ift day alfo we had fmall land-breezes in the night, and fea-breezes in the

day ; and as we favv fome fea-fnakes every day, fo this day we faw a great many, of

two different forts or fliapes ; one fort was yellow, and about the bignefs of a man's
wrift, about four feet long, having a flat tail about four fmgers broad ; the other fort

was much fmaller and fliorter, round and fpotted black and yellow : this day we
founded feveral times, and had forty-five fathom fand ; we did not make the

land till noon, and then faw it firfl from our topmaft-head ; it bore fouth-eail by
eaft about nine leagues diftance, and it appeared like a cape or head of land ; the fea-

breeze this day was not fo ftrong as the day before, and it veered out more, fo that

we had a fair wind to run in with to the fhore, and at funfet anchored in twenty

fathom, clean fimd, about five leagues from the Bluff-point, which was not a cape

(as it appeared at a great diftance), but the eafternmoft end of an ifland, about five or

fix leagues in length, and one in breadth. ITiere were three or four rocky iflands

about a league from us between us and the bluff point ; and we faw many other iflands

both to the eaft and weft of it, as far as we could fee either way from our top-maft-

head ; and all within them to the fouth there was nothing but iflands of a pretty

height, that may be fcen eight or nine leagues off; by what we faw of them they

mull have been a range of iflands of about twenty leagues in length, ftrctching from
eaft-north-eaft to weft-fouth-weft and for ought 1 know, as far as to thofe of

Shark's-Bay, and to a confiderable breadth alfo, for we could fee nine or ten leagues

in among them) towards the continent or main land of New Holland, if there be any
fuch thing hereabouts ; and by the great tides I met with a while afterwards, more to

the north-eaft, I had a ftrong fufpicion that here might be a kind of archipelago of

iflands, and a paffage poflibly to the fouth of New Holland and New Guinea into the

great South Sea eaftward, which I had thoughts alfo of attempting in my return from
New Guinea, had circumftanccs permitted, and told my oflicers fo ; but I would not

attempt it at this time, bccaufe we wanted water, and could not depend upon finding

it there. 'I'his place is in the latitude of 20° 21', but in the draught that I had of this

coaft, which was 'I'afinan's, it was laid down in 19° 50', and the ftiore is laid down
us all along joining in one body or continent, with fome openings appearing like

rivers, and not like iflands, as really they are. This place lies more northerly by
40' than is laid down in Mr. Tafman's draught ; and befide its being made a firm

continued land, only with fome openings like the mouths of rivers, I found the

foundings alfo different from what the pricked line of his courfe fliews them, and

generally fliallower than he makes them ; which inclines me to think that he came
not fo near the fliore as his fine fliews, and fo had deeper foundings, and could not

fo well diftinguifli the iflands ^ his meridian or difference of longitude from Shark's*

Bay,.

c
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Bay, agrees well enough with my account, which is two hundred and thirty two

leagues, though we differ in latitude ; and to confirm my conjefture that the line of

his courfe is made too near the fliorc, at leafl: not far to the eaft of this place, the

water is there fo fhallow that he could not come there fo nigh.

But to proceed ; in the night we had a fmall land-breeze, and in the morning I

weighed anchor, defigning to run in among the iflands, for they had large channels

between them, of a league wide at leaft, and feme two or three leagues wide ; I fent

in my boat before to found, and if they found flioal-water to return again, but if they

found water enough, to go afhore on one of the iflands, and flay till the fhip came in,

where they might in the mean time fearch for water ; fo we followed after with the

fhip, founding as we went in, and had twenty fathom, till within two leagues of the

Bluff-head, and then we had fhoal water, and very uncertain foundings
;

yet we ran

in dill with an eafy fail, founding and looking out well, for this was dangerous work.

When we came abreaft of the Bluff-head, and about two miles from it, we had but

feven fathom ; then we edged away from it, but had no more water, and running in a

little farther, we had but four fathoms, fo we anchored immediately ; and yet when
we had veered out a third of a cable we had feven fathom water again, fo un-

certain was the water. My boat came immediately on board, and told me that the

ifland was very rocky and dry, and they had little hopes of finding water there : I

fent them to found, and bade them, if they found a channel of eight or ten fathom

water, to keep on, and we would follow with the fhip. We were now about four

leagues within the outer fmall rocky iflands, but ftill could fee nothing but iflands

within us, fome five or fix leagues long, others not above a mile round. The large

iflands were pretty high ; but all appeared dry, and moftly rocky and barren. The
rocks looked of a rufly yellow colour, and therefore I defpaired of getting water on

any of them ; but was in fome hopes of finding a channel to run in beyond all thefe

iflands, could I have fpent time here, and either got to the main of New Holland, or

find out fome other iflands that might afford us water and other refrefliments ; befides,

that among fo many iflands, we might have found fome fort of rich mineral, or

ambergreafe, it being a good latitude for both thefe. But we had not failed above a

league farther before our water grew fhoaler again, and then we anchored in fix fathom

hard fand.

We were now on the inner fide of the ifland, on whofe outfide is the Bluff-point. We
rode a league from the ifland, and I prefently went afhore, and carried fliovels to dig

for water, but found none. There grow here two or three forts of fhrubs, one jufl

like rofemary, and therefore I called this Rofemary Ifland ; it grew in great plenty

here, but had no fmell ; fome of the other fhrubs had blue and yellow flowers ; and we
found two forts of grain like beans ; the one grew on buflies, the other on a fort of

a creeping vine that runs along on the ground, having very thick broad leaves, and

the bloffom like a bean bloffom, but much larger, and of a deep red colour, looking

very beautiful. We faw here fome cormorants, gulls, crabcatchers, &c. a few fmall

land-birds, and a fort of white parrots, which flew a great many together. We found

fome fhell-fifli, viz. limpits, perriwinkles, and abundance of fmall oyflers growing on
the rocks, which were very fweet. In the fea we faw fome green turtle, many fharks,

and abundance of water-fnakes of feveral forts and fizes. The flones were all of rufly

colour, and ponderous.

We faw a fnioak on an ifland three or four leagues off; and here alfo the bufhes

had been burned, but we found no other fign of inhabitants. It was probable, that

on the ifland where the fmoak was there were inhabitants, and frefh water for them.

In
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In the evening I went aboard, and confulted with my officers whether it was bed to fend

thither, or to fearch among any other of thefc iflands with my boat, or elfe go from
hence, and coafl along fliore with the fhip, till we could find fome better place than

this was to ride in, where we had Ihoal water, and lay expofed to winds and tides.

They all agreed to go from hence; fo I gave orders to weigh in the morning as foon

as it fliould be light, and to get out with the land-breeze.

Accordingly, Augufl: the 23d, at five in the morning we ran out, having a pretty

frefh land-breeze at fouth-fouth-eafl:. By eight o'clock we were got out, and very

feafonably, for before nine the fca-breeze came on us very flrong, and increafing, we
took in our top-fails and flood off under two courfes and a mizen, this being as

much fail as we could carry. The fky was clear, there being not one cloud to be feen ;

but the horizon appeared very hazy, and the fun at fetting the night before, and this

morning at rifing, appeared very red. The wind continued very flrong till twelve,

then it began to abate ; I have feldom met with a flronger breeze. Thefe ftrong fea-

breezes lafled thus in their turns three or four days. They fprung up with the fun-

rife ; by nine o'clock they were very flrong, and fo continued till noon, when they

began to abat ^ ; and by fun-fet there was little wind, or a calm till the land-breezes

came, which we fliould certainly have in the morning about one or two o'clock. The
land-breezes were between the fouth-fouth-wefl and fouth-fouth-eafl : the fea-breezes

between the eafl-north-eafl and north-north-eafl. In the night while calm, we fifhed

with hook and line, and caught good flore of fifh, viz. fnappers, breams, old-wives, and
dog-fifh. When thefe lafl came we feldom caught any others ; for if they did not

drive away the other fifli, yet they would be fure to keep them from taking our hooks,

for they would firfl have them themfelves, biting very greedily. We caught alfo a

monk-fifh, of which I brought home the picture.

On the 25th of Augufl, we flill coafled along fhore, that we might the better fee any
opening ; kept founding, and had about twenty fathom clean fand. The 26th day,

being about four leagues off fhore, the water began gradually to fliolden from twenty

to fourteen fiithom. I was edging in a little towards the land, thinking to have

anchored ; but prefently after the water decrcafed almofl at once, till we had but five

fathom. I durfl therefore adventure no farther, but fleered out the fame way that we
came in ; and in a fhort time had ten fathom (being then about four leagues and a half

from the fhore) and even foundings. I fleered away eafl-north-eafl, coafling along as

the land lies. This day the fea-breezes began to be very moderate again, and we made
the befl of our way along fhore, only in the night edging off a little for fear of fhoals.

Ever fince we left Shark s Bay we had fair clear weather, and fo for a great while flill.

The 27th day, we had twenty fathom water all night, yet we could not fee land till

one in the afternoon from our topmafl-head. By three we could jufl difcern land from
our quarter-deck ; we had then fixteen fathom. The wind was at north, and we
fleered eafl-by-north, which is but one point in on the land

;
yet we decrealed our

water very fall : for at four we had but nine fathom ; the next cafl but feven, which

frightened us ; and we then tacked inflantly and flood off; but in a fhort time the

wind coming at north-wefl and wefl-north-wefl, we tacked again, and fleered north-

north-eafl, and then deepened our water again, and had all night from fifteen to twenty

fathom.

The 28th day we had between twenty and forty fathom. We faw no land this day,

but faw a great many fnakcs and fome whales. We faw alfo fome boobies, and

noddy-birds ; and in the night caught one of thefe lafl. It was of another fhape and

colour than any I had feen before. It had a fmall long bill, as all of them have, flat

feet
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feet like clucks feet, its tail forked like a fwallow, but longer and broader, and the fork

deeper tlian that of the fwallow, with very long wings ; the top or crown ot the head

of this noddy was coal-black, having alfo fmall black ftreaks round about and clofe to

the eyes ; and round thefe flreaks on each fide, a pretty broad white circle. The bread,

"belly, and under-part of the wings of this noddy were white ; and the back and upper-

part of its wings of a faint black or fmoak colour. Noddies are feen in mod places

between the tropics, as well in the Eaft Indies and on the coaft of Brazil, as in the Well

Indies. They reft afliore at night, anil therefore we never fee them far at fea, not

above twenty or thirty leagues, unlefs driven off in a ftorm. When they come about

a fhip they commonly perch in the night, and will fit ftill till they are taken by the fea-

jnen. They build on cliffs againft the fea or rocks.

The 30th day, being in latitude 18° 21', we made the land again, and faw many
great fmokes near the fhorc ; and having fair weather and moderate breezes, I fteered

in towards it. At four in the afternoon I anchored in eight fathom water, clear fand,

about three leagues and a half from the Ihore. I prefently fent my boat to found

nearer in, and they found ten fathom about a mile farther in ; and from thence ftill

farther in the water decreafed gradually to niric, eight, feven, and at two miles diftance

to fix fathom. This evening we faw an eclipfe of the moon, but it was abating before

the moon appeared to us ; for the horizon was very hazy, fo that we could not fee the

moon till ftie had been half an hour above the horizon : and at two hours twenty-two

minutes after fun-fet, by the reckoning of our glaffes, the eclipfe was quite gone, which

was not of many digits. The moon's centre was then 33° 40' high.

The 31ft of Auguft betimes in the morning Iwentaftiore with ten or eleven men to

fearch for water. We went armed with mulkets and cutlalTes for our defence, ex-

pefting to fee people there ; and carried alfo fliovels and pickaxes to dig wells. When
we came near the fliore we faw three tall black naked men on the fandy bay a-head of

lis: but as we rowed in, they went away. When we were landed, I fent the boat with

two men in her to lie a little from the Ihore at an anchor, to prevent being feized ;

while the reft of us went after the three black men, who were now got on the top of a

fmall hill about a quarter of a mile from us, with eight or nine men more in their

company. They feeing us coming, ran away. When we came on the top of the hill

where they firft ftood we faw a plain favannah, about half a mile from us, farther in

from the fea. There were fevcral things like hay-cocks, ftanding in the favannah,

which at a diftance we thought were houfes, looking juft like the Hottentots' houfes at

the Cape of Good Hope : but we found them to be fo many rocks. We fearcheJ

about thefe for water, but could find none, nor any houfes, nor people, for they were

all gone. Then we turned again to the place where we landed, and there we dug for

water.

While we were at work there came nine or ten of the natives to a fmall hill a little

way from us, and ftood there menacing and threatening of us, and making a great

noife. At laft one of them came towards us, and the reft followed at a diftance. I

went out to meet him, and came within fifty yards of him, making to him all the figns

of peace and friendfliip i could ; but then he ran away, neither would they any of
them ftay for us to come nigh them ; for we tried two or three times. At laft I took

two men with me, and went in the aftenioon along by the fea-fide, purpofely to catch

one of them, if I could, of whom I might learn where they got their frefh water*

There were ten or twelve of the natives a little way off, who feeing us three going
away from the reft of our men, followed us at a diftance. I thought they would follow

us : but there bemg for a while a fand-bank between us and them, that they could not

then



DAMPIER S ACCOUNT OF NEW HOLLAND. 473

then fee us, wc made a halt, and hid ourfclves in a bending of the fand-bank. They
knew we muft be thereabouts, and being three or four times our numbers, thought to

ftize us. So they difperfed'themfclves, fome going to the fea-fhorc, and others beating

about the fand-hills. We knew by what rencounter we had had with them in the

morning that we could eafily cut-run them ; fo a nimble young man that was with me
feeing fome of them near, ran towards them ; and they for fome time ran away before

him ; but he foon overtaking them, they faced about and fought him. He had a

cutlafs, and they had wooden lances ; with which, being many of them, they were too

hard for him. When he firfl: ran towards them I chafed two more that were by the

fhore ; but fearing how it might be with my young man, I turned back quickly, and

went up to the top of a fand-hili, whence I faw him near me, clofely engaged with

them. Upon their feeing me, one of them threw a lance at me, that narrowly miffed

me. I difchargcd my gun to fcare them, but avoided fliooting any of them ; till finding

the young man in great danger from them, and myfelf in fome ; and that though the

gun had a little frightened them at firft, yet they had foon learnt to defpife it, tofling up
their hands, and crying, " pooh, pooh, pooh ;" and coming on afrefh with a great

noife, I thought it high time to charge again, and flioot one of them, which 1 did.

The reft, feeing him fall, made a (land again ; and my young man took the opportunity

to difengage himfelf, and come off to me; my other man alfo was with me, who had

done nothing all this while, having come out unarmed ; and I returned back with my
men, defigning to attempt the natives no farther, being very forry for what had hap-

pened already. They took up their wounded companion ; and my young man, who
had been ftruck through the cheek by one of their lances, was afraid it had been

poifoned : but I did not think that likely. His wound was very painful to him, being

made with a blunt weapon ; but he foon recovered of it.

Among the New Hollanders, whom we were thus engaged with, there was one who
by his appearance and carriage, as well in the morning as this afternoon, feemed to be

the chief of them, and a kind of prince or captain among them. He was a young
brifk man, not very tall, nor fo perfonable as fome of the reft, though more aclive and

courageous : he was painted (which none of the reft were at all) with a circle of white

parte or pignient (a fort of lime, as we thought) about his eyes, and a white ftreak down
his nofe, from his forehead to the tip of it : and his breaft and fome part of his arms were

alfo made white with the fame paint ; not for beauty or ornament, one would think,

but as fome wild Indian warriors are faid to do, he fccmcd thereby to defign the looking

more terrible ; this his painting adding very much to his natural deformity ; for they

all of them have the moft unpleafant looks and the worft features of any people that

ever 1 faw, though 1 have feen great variety of favagcs. Thefe New Hollanders were

probably the fame fort of people as thofe I met with on this coaft in my Voyage round

the World ; for the place I then touched at was not above forty or fifty leagues to the

north-eaft of this ; and thcle w'erc much the fame blinking creatures, (here being alfo

abundance of the fame kind of fl(.fh-fiies teazing them,) and with the fame black Ikins,

and hair frizzled, tall and thin, kc. as thofe were : but we had not the opportunity to

fee whether thefe, as the former, wanted two of their fore-teeth.

We faw a great many places w here they had made fires, and where there were com-

monly three or four boughs ftuck up to windw^ard of them ; for the wind (which is

the fea-breeze) in the day-time blows always one way with them, and the land-breeze

is but fmall. By their fire-places we fliould always find great hiaps of fifh-fhells of

feveral forts ; and it is probable that thefe poor creatures here lived chiefly on the fhell-

fitti, as tJiofe I before defcribed did on finall-fifti, which they caught in wires or holes

VOL. XL 3 p ia
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in the fand at low water. Thcfe gathered their fhell-fifli on the rocks at low water

;

but had no wires (that we faw) whereby to get any other forts of fifli : as among
the former I faw not any heaps of fhells as here, though I know they alfo

gathered fome fhell-fifh. The lances alfo of thofe were fucli as thefe had ; how-
ever they being upon an ifland, with their women and children, and all in our power,

they did not there ufe theiii againit us, as here on the continent, where we faw none
but fome of the men under head, who come out purpofcly to obfcrvo us. We faw no
houfes at either place ; and I believe they have none, fince the former people on the

ifland had none, though they had all their families with them.

Upon returning to my men I faw that though they had dug eight or nine feet deep,

yet found no water. So I returned aboard that evening, and the next day, being

September i ft, I fent my boatfwain aihore to dig deeper, and fent the fain with him to

catch fi(h. While 1 ftaid aboard I obfcrved the flowing of the tide, which runs very

fwift here, fo that our nun-buoy would not bear above the water to be feen. It flows

here (as on that part of New Holland I dcfcribed formerly) about five fathom; and
here the flood runs fouth-eaft by fouth till the laft quarter ; then it fets right in towards

the fliore (which lies here fouth-fouth-weft and north-north-eafl;) and the ebb runs north-

weft by north. When the tides flackened we fiflied with hook and line, as we had
already done in feveral places on this coaft ; on which in this voyage hitherto we had
found but little tides ; but by the heighth, and ftrength, and courfe of them hereabouts,

it fliould feem that if there be fuch a paffage or ftreight going through eaftvvard to the

great South Sea, as I faid one miglit fufpeft, one would exped to find the mouth of it

ibmewhere between this place and Rofemary Ifland, which was the part of New Holland

I came laft from.

Next morning my men came aboard and brought a rundlet of brackifli water which

they got out of another well that they dug in a place a mile ofi^, and about half as far

from the fliore ; but this water was not fit to drink. However we all concluded

that it would ferve to boil our oatmeal, for burgoo, whereby we might fave the remains

of our other water for drinking, till we fliould get more ; and accordingly the next

day we brought aboard four hog (heads of it : but while we were at work about the

well we were fadly peftered with the flies, which were more troublefome to us than the

fun, though it flione clear and ftrong upon us all the while very hot. All this while

we faw no more of the natives, but faw fome of the fmoaks of fome of their fires at

two or three miles diftance.

The land hereabouts was much like the port of New Holland that I formerly de-

fcribed ; it is low, but feemingly barricadoed with a long chain of fand-hills to the fea,

that lets nothing be feen of what is farther within land. At high water the tides rifing

fo high as they do, the coaft ftiews very low ; but when it is low water it feems to be of

an indiff"erent heighth. At low water-mark the fliore is all rocky, fo that then there is

no landing with a boat ; but at high water a boat may come in over thofe rocks to the

fandy bay, which runs all along on this coaft. The land by the fea for about five or fix

hundred yards is a dry fandy foil, bearing only flirubs and bufties of divers forts. Some
of thefe had them at this time of the year, yellow flowers or bloflbms, fome blue, and
fome white ; nioft of them of a very fragrant fmcU. Some had fruit like peafcods, in

each of which there were juft ten fmall peas ; I opened many of them, and found no
more nor lefs. There are alfo here fome of that fort of bean which I faw at Rofemary
Ifland : and another fort of fmall red hard pulfe, growing in cods alfo, with little black

eyes like beans. I know not their names, but have feen them ufed often in the Eafl:

Indies for weighing gold ; and they make the fame ufe of them at Guinea, as I have
heard, where the women alfo make bracelets with them to wear about their arms.

Thefe
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Thefe gvow on buflics ; but here are alfo a fruit like beans growing on a creeping fort

of flirub-iike vine. There was great plenty of all thefe forts of cod-fruit growing on
the fand-hills by the fea-fide, fonie of them green, fome ripe, and fome fallen on the

ground : but I could not perceive that any of them had been gathered by the natives j

and might not probably be wholefome food.

The land farther in, that is, lower than what borders on the fea, was fo much as we
faw of it, very plain and even

;
partly favannahs and partly woodland. The favannahs

bear a fort of thin coarfe grafs. The mould is alfo a coarfcr fand than that by the

fea-fide, and in fome places it is clay. Here are a great many rocks in the large fa-

vannah we were in, which are five or fix feet high, and round at top like a hay-cock,

very remarkable ; fome red and fome white. The woodland lies farther in ftill,

where there were divers forts of fmall trees, fcarce any three feet in circumference,

their bodies twelve or fourteen feet high, with a head of fmall knibs or boi'.ghs. By
the fides of the creeks, efpecially nigh the fea, there grow a few fmall black mangrove-
trees.

There are but few land-animals. I faw fome lizards ; and my men faw two or three

beafts like hungry wolves, lean like fo many fkeletons, being nothing but ikin and
bones J it is probable that it was the foot of one of thofe beafts that I mentioned as

feen by us in New Holland. We faw a rackoon or two, and one fmall fpeckled fnake.

The land-fowls that we faw here were crows, jufl fuch as ours in England, fmall

hawks and kites ; a few of each fort : but here are plenty of fmall turtle-doves, that

are plump, fat, and very good meat. Here are two or three forts of fmaller birds,

fome as big as larks, fome lefs ; but not many of either fort. The fea-fowl are

pelicans, boobies, noddies, curlews, fea-pies, &c. and but few of thefe neither.

The fea is plentifully Itocked with the largeft whales that I ever faw ; but not to

compare with the vail ones of the Northern Seas. We faw alfo a great many green

turtle, but caught none, here being no place to fet a turtle- net in ; there being no
channel for them, and the tides running fo ftrong. We faw fome Iharks and parra-

coots ; and with hooks and lines we caught fome rock-fifh and old-wives. Of fhell-

fifh, here were oyflers both of the common kind for eating, and of the pearl kind ;

and alfo wilks, conchs, mufcles, limpits, perriwinkles, &c. and I gathered a few ftrange

fhells, chiefly a fort not large, and thick-fet all about with rays or fpikes growing in

rows.

And thus having ranged about a confiderable time upon this coafl:, without finding

any good frefli water, or any convenient place to clean the Ihip, as I had hoped for
;

and it being moreover the heighth of the dry feafon, and my men growing fcorbutic

for want of refreflmients, fo that I had little encouragement to fearch further, I rcfolvcd

to leave this coaft, and accordingly in the beginning of September fct fail towards

Timor.

On the 1 2th of December 1699, we failed from Babao, coafling along the ifland

Timor to the eaflward, towards New Guinea. It was the 20th before we got as far as

Laphao, w hich is but forty leagues. We faw black clouds in the north-wefl, and

cxpefted the wind from that quarter above a month fooner.

That afternoon we faw the opening between the iflands Omba and Fetter, but feared

to pafs through in the night. At two o'clock in the morning it fell calm, and con-

tinued fo till noon, in which time we drove with the current back again fouth-wcft fix

or feven leagues.

On the 2 2d, fleering to the eaftward to get through between Omba and Fetter, we
met a very Itrong tide againll us, fo that although we had a very frefli gale, we yet

3 p 2 made
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made way vcr^' no\\ly ; but before night got through. By a good obfcrvation we
found that the fouth-caft; point of Omba lies in latitude 8° 25'. In my drafts it ia

laid down in 8° 10'. My true courfe from Babao, is caft, 25° north, diilance one
hundred eighty-three miles. We founded fcveral times when near Omba, but had no
ground. On the north-eafl point of Omba we faw four or five men, and a little further

three pretty houfes on a low point, but did not go afhore.

At five this afternoon we had a tornado, which yielded much rain, thunder, and
lightning

; yet we had but little wind. The 24th in the morning we catched a large

fliark, which gave all the fhip's company a plentiful meal.

The 27th we faw the Burning Idand ; it lies it latitude 6° 36' fouth ; it is high, and
but fmall ; it runs from the fea a little floping towards the top, which is divided in the

middle into two peaks, between which iflued out much fmoak : I have not feen more
from any volcano. I faw no trees ; but the north fide appeared green, and the reft

looked very barren.

Having paflcd the Burning Ifland, I fhaped my courfe for two Iflands, called Turtle

Iflcs, which lie north-eaft-by-eaft a little eafterly, and diflant about fifty leagues from
the Burning Ifle : I fearing the wind might veer to the eaftward of the north, fteered

twenty leagues north-eaft, then north-eall-by-ealL On the 28th we faw two fmall low

iflands, called Lucca-parros, to the north of us. At noon I accounted myfelf twenty

leagues (hort of the Turtle Ifles.

The next morning, being in the latitude of the Turtle IHands, we looked out fharp

for them, but faw no appearance of any ifland till eleven o'clock, when we faw an
ifland at a great diflance. At firfl we fuppofed it might be one of the Turtle Ifles : but

it was not laid down true, neither in latitude nor longitude from the Burning Ifle, nor
from the Luca-parros, which laft I took to be a great help to guide me, they being laid

down very well from the Burning Ifle, and that likewife in true latitude and diflance

from Omba, fo that I could not tell what to think of the ifland now in fight, we hav-

ing had fair weather, fo that we could not pafs by the Turtle Ifles without feeing them,

and this in fight was much too far off" for them. We found variation i" 2' eafl. In

the afternoon I fleered north-eafl-by-eafl for the iflands that we faw. At two o'clock.

I went and looked over the fore-yard, and faw two iflands at much greater diflance

than the Turtle Iflands are laid down in my drafts, one of them was a very high

peaked mountain, cleft at top, and much like the Burning Ifland that we palled by,

but bigger and higher ; the other was a pretty long high flat ifland. Now I was certain

that thefe were not the Turtle Iflands, and that they could be no other than the Bande
Ifles, yet we fteered in to make them plainer. At three o'clock we difcovered another

fmall fiat ifland to the north-well of the others, and faw a great deal of fmoak rife from
the top of the high ifland. At four we faw other fmall iflands, by which I was now
aflTured that thefe were the Bande Ifles there. At five I altered my courfe and fleered

eafl, and at eight, eafl-fouth-eaft, becaufe I would not be feen by the inhabitants of thofe

iflands in the morning. We had little wind all night ; and in the morning, as foon as

it was light, we faw another high peaked ifland : at eight it bore fouth-fouth-eaft half-

eafl, diflance eight leagues : and this I knew to be Bird Ifle. It is laid down in our
drafts in latitude 5° 9' fouth, which is too far foutherly by twenty-feven miles, ac-

cording to our obfervation ; and the like error in laying down the Turtle Iflands might
be the occafion of our miffing them.
At night I fliortened fail, for fear of coming too nigh fome iflands, that flretch

away bending like a half moon from Ceram towards Timor, and which in my courfe

1 muft of neceffity pafs through. The next morning betimes I faw them, and found

2 them
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them to be at a farther diflance from Bird Ifland thnn I expcfled. In the afternoon

it fell quite calm, and when we had a little wind, it was fo unconflant, flying from
one point to another, that I could not without difficulty get through the iflands where
I defigned ; befides, I found a current fetting to the fouthward, fo that it was be-

twixt five and fix in the evening before I pafled through the iflands, and then jufl;

weathered little Watela, whereas I thought to have been two or three leagues more
northerly. We faw the day before, betwixt two and three, a fpout but a fmall diftance

from us ; it fell down out of a black cloud, that yielded great flore of rain, thunder

and lightning : this cloud hovered to the fouthward of us for the fpace of three hours,

and then drew to the weftward a great pace, at which time it was that we faw the

fpout, which hung faff to the cloud till it broke, and then the cloud whirled about to

the fouth-eafl, then to eaft-north-eafl:, where meeting with an ifland, it fpcnt itfelf and
fo difperfed, and immediately we had a little of the tail of it, having had none
before. Afterward we faw a fmoak on the ifland Kofiway, which continued till

night.

On new-year's day we firfl defcried the land of New-Guinea, which appeared to be
high land ; and the next day we faw feveral high iflands on the coalt of New Guinea,

and ran in with the main land. The fhore here lies along eaft-fouth-eaft and weft-north-

weft. It is high even land, very well clothed with tall flourifhing trees, which
appeared very green, and gave us a very pleafant profpetf. We ran to the weftvvard

of four mountainous iflands ; and in the night had a fmall tornado, which brought
with it fome rain and a fair wind. We had fair weather for a long time, only

when " near any land we had fome tornadoes ; but oft", at fea, commonly
clear weather ; though, if in fight of land, we ufually faw many black clouds hovering

about it.

On the 5th and 6th of January, we plied to get in with the land ; defigning to

anchor, fill water, and fpend a little time in fearching the country, till after the change

of the moon, for I found a (trong current fetting againfl us. We anchored in thirty

eight fathom water, good oozy ground. We had an ifland of a league long without

us, about three miles diftant, and we rode from the main about a mile. The eaflermoit

point ot land feen, bore eaft-by-fouth half-fouth, diflance three leagues; and the

weftermofl, weft-fouth-wefl half-lbuth, diflance two leagues. So foon as we anchored,

we fent the pinnace to look for water, antl try if they could catch any fifli. After-

wards we fent the yawl another way to fee for water. Before night the pinnace

brought on board feveral forts of fruits, that they found in the woods, fuch as I never

faw before. One of my men killed a {lately land-fowl, as big as the largeft dunghill-

cock ; it was of a fliy-colour, only in the middle of the wings was a white fpot, about

which were fome rcddifh fpots ; on the crown it had a large bunch of long feathers,

which appeared very pretty ; his bill was like a pigeon's : he had ftrong legs and

feet, like dunghill-fowls, only the claws were rcddifli , his crop was full of fmall

berries. It lays an egg as big as a large hen's egg» for our men climbed the tj'ee

where it nefted, and brought off one egg. They found water, and reported that the

trees were large, tall and very thick, and that they faw no fign of people. At night

the yawl came aboard, and brought a wooden filsglg, very ingenioufly'made, the

matter of it was a fmall cane ; they found it by a fmall barbecue, where they alfo faw

a ftiattered canoe.

The next morning I fent the boatfwain afhore a fifliing, and at one haul he caught

three hundred and fifty-two mackarcls, and about twenty other filhes, which I caufed

to be equally divided among all my company. 1 fent alfo the guimer and chief mate,

to



j^yg dampier's account or new Holland.

to fearch about if thej' could find convenient anchoring near a watering-place ; by

night they brought word that they had found a fine ftream of good water, where the

boat could come clofe to, and it was very eafy to be filled, and that the fhip might

"anchor as near to it as I pleafed ; fo I went thither. The next morning, therefore, we
ancliorcd in twenty-five fathom water, foft oozy ground, about a mile from the

river : we got on board three tun of water that night, and caught two or three pike-

fifli, in fliape much like a parracota, but with a longer fnout, fomething refembhng a

garr, yet not fo long. The next day 1 fent the boat again for water, and before

night all my calks were full.

Having filled here about fifteen tuns of water, feeing we could catch but little fifh, and

had no other refrcfliments, I intended to fail next day, but finding that we wanted wood,

I fent to cut fome, and going afliore to haften it, at Ibme diitance from the place where

our men were, I found a fmall cove, where I faw two barbecues, which appeared not to

be above two months Handing ; the fpars were cut with fome fliarp inltrument, fo that,

if done by the natives, it feems that they have iron. On the lotii, a little after twelve

o'clock, we weighed and flood over to the north-fide of the bay, and at one o'clock

fiood out with the wind at north and northnorth-weft. At four we paffcd out by a

White Ifland, which I fo named from its many white cliff's, having no name in our

drafts. It is about a league long, pretty high, and very woody : it is about five

miles from the main, only at the weft end it reaches within three miles of it. At fome

diftance oft' at fea, the weft point appears like a cape-land ; the north fide trends away

north-north-weft, and the tail fide eaft-fouth-eaft. This ifland lies in latitude 3'' 4'

fouth, and the meridian diftance from Babao, five hundred and twelve miles eaft. After

we were out to fea, we plied to get to the northward, but met with fuch a ftrong cur-

rent agalnft us, that we got but little ; for if the wind favoured us in the night, that

we got three or four leagues, we loft it again, and were driven as far aftern next morn-

ing, fo that we plied here feveral days.

The 14th, being paft a point of land that we had been three days getting about, we
found little or no current, fo that having the wind at north-welt-by-weft and wcft-

north-weft, we ftood to the northward, and had feveral foundings : at three o'clock

thirty-eight fathom, the neareft part of New Guinea being about three leagues diftance :

at four, thirty-feven ; at five, thirty -fix ; at fix, thirly-fix ; at eight, thirty-three fathom ;

then the Cape was about four leagues diftant, fo that as we ran oft", we found our water

fhallower : we had then fome iflands to the weftward of us, at about four leagues dif-

tance.

A little after noon we faw fmoaks on the iflands to the weft of us, and having a fine

gale of wind, I fleered away for them : at feven o'clock in the evening we anchored

in thirty-five fathom, about two leagues from an ifland, good foft oozy ground. We
lay ftill all night, and faw fires afhore. In the morning we weighed again, and ran

farther in, thinking to have fhallower water, but we ran within a mile of the fhore,

and came to in thirty-eight fathom good foft holding ground : while we were under

fail two canoes came off within call of us ; they fpoke to us, but we did not under-

itand their language nor figns ; we waved to them to come aboard, and I called to

them in the Malayan language to do the fame, but they would not, yet they came fo

nigh us, that we could fhew them fuch things as we had to truck with them, yet nei-

ther would this entice them to come on board, but they made figns for us to come afliore,

and away they went ; then I went after them in my pinnace, carrying with me knives,

beads, glaffes, hatchets, &c. ; when we came near the fhore, I called to them in the

Malayan language j I faw but two men at firft, the reft lying in ambulh behind the

bufhes f
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bufhes ; but as foon as I threw afhore feme knives and other toys, they came out,

flung down their weapons, and came into the water by the boat's fide, making figns of

friendfhip by pouring water on their heads with one hand, which they dipped into the

fea : the next day, in the afternoon, feveral other canoes came aboard, and brought

many roots and fruits, which we purchafed.

Thisifland has no name in our draughts, but the natives call it Pulo Sabuda : it is

about three leagues long, and two miles wide, more or lefs ; it is of a good height, fo

as to be feen eleven or twelve leagues : it is very rocky, yet above the rocks there is

good yellow and black mould, not deep, yet producing plenty of good tall trees, and

bearing any fruits or roots which the inhabitants plant. I do not know all its produce,

but what we faw were plaintains, cocoa-nuts, pine-apples, oranges, papaes, potatoes,

and other large roots. Here are alfo another fort of wild jacas, about the bignefs of

a man's two fifts, full of ftones or kernels, which eat pleafant enough when roafled.

'I'he libby tree grows here in the fwampy valleys, of which they make fago cakes : X

did not fee them make any, but was told by the nihabitants that it was made of the

pith of the tree, in the fame manner I have defcribed in my Voyage round the World

;

they {hewed me the tree whereof it was made, and I bought about forty of the cakes j

I bought alfo three or four nutmegs in their (hell, which did not feem to have been

long gathered, but whether they be the growth of this ifland or not, the natives would

not tell whence they had them, and feemed to prize them very much, What beads

the ifland affords I know not , but here are both fea and land fowl. Of the firft, boo-

bies and men-of-war-birds are the chief; fome goldens, and fmall milk-white crab-

catchers : the land-fowls are pigeons, about the bignefs of mountain-pigeons in Ja-

maica, and crows about the bignefs of thofe in England, and much like them, but

the inner part of their feathers are white, and the outfide black, fo that they appear

all black, unlefs you extend the feathers : here are large {ky-coloured birds, fuch as

we lately killed on New Guinea, and many other fmall birds, unknown to us: here

are likf wife abundance of bats, as big as young coneys, their necks, head, ears and

nofes like foxes, their hair rough, that about their necks is of a whitifti yellow, that

on their heads and flioulders black, their wings are four feet over from tip to tip ;

they fmcll like foxes : the filh are bafs, rock-filh, and a fort of fifh like mullets, old-

wives, whip-rays, and fome other forts that I know not, but no great plenty of any,

for it is deep water till within lefs than a mile of the fliore, then there is a bank of

coral rocks witinn which you have fhoal-water, white clean fand ; fo there is no good
fifhing with the fain.

This ifland lies in latitude 2" 43' fouth, and meridian diftance from port Babo, on
the ifland Timor, four hundred and eighty-fix miles : befides this ifland, here are nine

or ten other fmall iflands.

The inhabitants of this ifland are a fort of very tawny Indians, with long black hair,

who in their manners differ but little from the Mindanayans, and others of thcfe eaftern

iflands. Thefe fcein to be the chief; for befides them we faw alio fliock curl-pated

New-Guinea negroes, many of which are flavss to the others, but I think not all : they

are very poor, wear no cloaths, but have a clout about their middle, made of the rinds

of the tops of palmeto trees ; but the women had a Ibrt of callico cloaths. Iheir chief

ornaments are blue and yellow beads, worn about their wrifls. The men arm them-

felves with bows and arrows, lances, broad (words, like thofe of Mindanao ; their lances

are pointed with bone : they ftrike fifli very ingenioufly with wooden lifs-gigs, and

have a very ingenious way of making the fifli rife ; for they have a piece of wood
curioufly carved, and painted much like a dolphin (and perhaps other hgures) ; thefe

3 they
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they let down into the water by a line with a fmall weight to fink it ; when they think

it low enough, they haul the line into their boats very faft, and the fifli rife up after

this figure, and they (land ready to ftrike them when they are near the furface of the

water ; but their chief livelihood is from their plantations
;

yet they have large boats,

and go over to New Guinea, where they get Jlavcs, fine parrots, kc. which they carry

to Goram and exchange for callicos. One boat came from thence a little before I ar-

rived here, of whom I bought fome parrots, and would have bought a Have, but they

would not barter for any thing but callicos, which I had not. 1 heir houfes on this

fide were very fmall, and (ecmed only to be for neccflity ; but on the other fide of the

ifland we faw good large houfes : their proes are narrow, with outriggers on each fide,

like other Malayans. I cannot tell of what religion thefe are ; but I think they are

not Mahometans, by their drinking brandy out of the fame cup with us without any
fcruple. At this ifland we continued till the 20th inftant, having laid in flore of fuch

roots and fruits as the ifland afibrded.

On the '2oth, at half an hour after fix in the morning, I weighed, and Handing out

we faw a large boat full of men lying at the north point of the ifland. As we pafled by,

they rowed towards their habitations, where we fuppofed they had withdrawn themfelves

for fear of us, though we gave them no caufe of terror, or for fome differences

among themfelves.

We flood to the northward till feven in the evening, then faw a rippling ; and the

water being difcoloured, we founded, and had but twenty-two fathom. I went
about and flood to the weflward till two next morning, then tacked again, and had

thefe feveral foundings: at eight in the evening, twenty-two; at ten, twenty-five;

at eleven, twenty-feven ; at twelve, twenty-eight fathom ; at two in the morning
twenty-fix ; at four, twenty-four ; at fix, twenty-three ; at eight, twenty-eight ; at

twelve, twenty-two.

We pafled by many fmall iflands, and among many dangerous fhoals, without any
remarkable occurrence, till the 4th of February, when we got within three leagues

of the north-wefl cape of New Guinea, called by the Dutch Cape Mabo. OfF
this cape there lies a finall woody ifland, and many iflands of different fizcs to the

north and north-eafl of it. This part of New Guinea is high land, adorned with tall

trees, that appeared very green and flourifliing. The Cape itfelf is not very high, but

ends in a low fliarp point, and on either fide there appears another fuch point at equal

iiiflances, which makes it refemble a diamond, ,'ihis only appears when you are

abreafl of the middle point, and then you have no ground within three leagues of the

fhore.

In the afternoon we paflTed by the cape, and ilood over for the iflands. Before it was
dark, we were got within a league of the weflcrnmofl, but had no ground with fifty

fathom of line : however, fearing to fland nearer in the dark, we tacked and Hood
to the call, and plied all night. The next morning we were got five or fix leagues

to the eaftward of that ifland, and having the wind eaflerly, we Hood in to the. north-

ward among the iflands, founded, and had no ground ; then I fent in my boat to

found, and they had ground with fifty fathom near a mile from the fhore. We
tacked before the boat came aboard again, for fear of a flioai that was about a mile

to the eafl of that ifland the boat went to, from whence alfo a flioal-point flretched out

itfejt till it met the other : they brought with them fuch a cockle, as I have mentioned
in my voyage round the world, found near Celebes, and thtjy faw many, more, fome
bigger than that which they brought aboard, as they faid, and lor this reafon I

iiamed it Cockle Ifland. I ftnt them to found a^a'n, ordc:nng them to fire a mufkct

if
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if they found good anchoring ; we were then ftanding to the fouthward, with a fine

breeze. As foon as they fired, I tacked and ftood in ; they told me they had fifty

fathom when they fired. I tacked again, and made all the fail I could to get out,

being near fome rocky iflands and fhoals to leeward of us. The breeze increafed,

and I thought we were out of danger, but having a fhoal juft by us, and the wind falling

again, I ordered the boat to tow us, and by their help we got clear from it. We had a

ftrong tide fetting to the weftward.

At one o'clock, being palh the flioal, and finding the tide fetting to the wcftward, I

anchored in thirty-five fathom coarfe fand, with fmall coral and (hells. Being nearefh

to Cockle Ifland, I immediately fent both the boats thither, one to cut wood, and the

other to fifli. At four in the afternoon, having a fmall breeze at fouth-fouth-weil, I

made a fign for my boats to come on board. They brought fome wood, and a few
fmall cockles, none of them exceeding ten pounds weight, whereas the fhell of the

great one weighed feventy-eight pounds ; but it was now high water, and therefore

they could get no bigger : they alfo brought on board fome pigeons, of which we found
plenty on all the iflands where we touched in thefe feas : alfo in many places we fa\V

many large bats, but killed none, except thofe I mentioned at Pulo Sabuda. As our
boats came aboard, we weighed and made fail, fleering eail-fouth-eaft as long as the

wind held. In the morning we found we had got four or five leagues to the eaft of

the place where we weighed. We flood to and fro till eleven ; and finding that we
loft ground, anchored in forty-two fathom coarfe gravelly fand, with fome coral. This
morning we thought we faw a fail.

In the afternoon I went afliore on a fmall woody ifland, about two leagues from us.

Here I found the greateft number of pigeons that ever I faw either in the Eaft or

Weft Indies, and fmall cockles in the fea round the ifland, in fuch quantities that we
might have laden the boat in an hour's time. Thefe were not above ten or twelve

pounds weight. We cut fotne wood, and brought oft' cockles enough for all the (hip's

company, but having no fmall (hot, we could kill no pigeons. I returned about four

o'clock, and then my gunner and both mates went thither, and in Icfs than three quar-

ters of an hour they killed and brought off" ten pigeons. Here is a tide : the flood fets

weft and the ebb eaft, but the latter is very faint, and but of fmall continuance ; and

fo we found it ever fince we came from Timor : the winds we found eafterly, between

north-eaft and eaft-fouth-eaft, fo that if thefe continue, it is impofllbie to beat farther

to the eaftward on this coaft againft wind and current. Thefe eafterly winds increafed

from the lime we were in the latitude of about 2" fouth, and as we drew nigher the line

they hung more eafterly : and now being to the north of the continent of New Guinea,

where the coaft lies eaft and weft, I find the trade-wind here at eaft, which yet ia

higher latitudes is ufually at north-north-weft and north-weft ; and fo I did expe£l them
here, it being to the fouth of the line.

The 7th, in the morning, I fent my boat afhore on Pigeon Ifland, and ftaid till

noon. In the afternoon my men returned, brought twenty-two pigeons, and many
cockles, fome very large, fome fmall : they alfo brought one empty (hell, that weighed

two hundred and fifty-eight pounds.

At four o'clock we weighed, having a fmall wefterly wind and a tide with us ; at

feven in the evening we anchored in forty-two fathom, near King William's Ifland,

where I went afliorc the next morning, drank His Majefty's health, and honoured it

with his name. It is about two leagues and a half in length, very high, and extraor-

dinarily well clothed with woods ; the trees are of divers forts, moft unknown to us,

but all very green and flouridiing ; many of them had (lowers, fome white, fome pur-

voL. XI. 3 g pie.
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pie, others yellow ; all which fmelt very fragrantly : the trees are generally tall and
ftraight bodied, and may be fit for any ufe. I faw one of a clean body, without knot

or limb, fixty or foventy feet high by elliinanon : it was three of my fathoms about,

and kept its bignels, without any fenfible decreafe, even to the top. The mould of the

ifland is black, but not deep, it being very rocky. On the fides and top of the ifland

are many palmeto trees, whole heads we could difcern over all the other trees, but

their bodies we could not fee.

About one in the afternoon we weighed and flood to the eaflward, between the main

and King William's Ifland, leaving the ifland on our larboard fide, and founding till

we were pall the ifland, and then we had no ground. Here we found the flood fetting

eafl-by-north, and the ebb wcft-by-fouth ; there were flioals and fmall iflands between

us and the main, which caufed the tide to fet very inconftantly, and make many whirl-

ings in the water
j

yet we did not find the tide to fet ftrong any way, nor the water to

rife much.
On the 9th, being to the eaftward of King William's Ifland, we plied all day between

the main and other iflands, having eaflerly winds and fair weather till fevrn the next

morning ; then we had very hard rain till eight, and faw many fhoals of fifli : we lay

becalmed off a pretty deep bay on New Guinea, about twelve or fourteen leagues wide,

and feven or eight leagues deep, having low land near its bottom, but high land without.

The eaflcrnmoft part of New Guinea feen, bore eafl-by-fouth, dilhmt twelve leagues ;

Cape Mabo wefl-fouth-wefl half-fouth, diflant feven leagues.

At one in the afternoon it began to rain, and continued till fix in the evening, fo

that having but little wind and mofl calms, we lay flill off the fore-mentioned bay,

having King William's Ifland lUll in fight, though diftant by judgment fifteen or fixteen

leagues weft. We faw many flboals of fmall fifh, fome fliarks, and (even or eight dol-

phins, but catched none. In the afternoon, being about four leagues from the fhore,

we faw an opening in the land, which feemed to afford good harbour. In the even-

ing we faw a large fire there, and I intended to go in if winds and weather would
permit) to get fome acquaintance with the natives.

Since the 4th inftant that we paffed Cape Mabo, to the 12th, we had fmall eaflerly

winds and calms, fo that we anchored feveral times, where I made my men cut wood,
that we might have a good flock when a weflerly wind fliould prefent, and fo we plied

to the eaftward, as winds and currents would permit, having not got in all above thirty

leagues to the eaftward of Cape Mabo ; but on the 1 2th, at four in the afternoon, a

fmall gale fprung up at north-eaft-by-north, with rain ; at five it fhuftled about to north-

weft, from thence to the fouth-weft, and continued between thofe two points a pretty

briflv gale, fo that we made fail and fteered away north-eaft, till the 13th, in the morn-
ing, to get about the Cape of Good Hope ; when it was day we fteered north-eaft half-

eaft, then north-eaft-by-eaft, till feven o'clock, and being then feven or eight leagues

off fhore, we fteered away eaft, the fhore trending eaft-by-fouth : we had very much
rain all night, fo that we could not carry much fail, yet we had a very fteady gale. At
eight this morning the weather cleared up, and the wind decreafed to a fine top-gallant

gale, and fettled at weft by fouth. We had more rain thefe three days paft, than all

the voyage, in fo fliort a time. We were now about fix leagues from the land of New
Guinea, which appeared very high ; and we faw two head-lands about twenty leagues

afunder, the one to the eaft, and the other to the weft, which laft is called the Cape of
Good Hope. We found variation eaft 4°.

The 15th, in the morning, between twelve and two o'clock, it blew a very brifli gale

at north-weft, and looked very black in the fouth-weft. At two it flew about at once to

the
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the fouth-fouth-weft, and rained very hard. The wind fettled fometlmc at weft-fouth-

weft, and we fleered eaft-noith-eaft till three in the morning ; then the wind and rain

abating, we fleered eaft-half-north for fear of coming near the land. Prefently after,

it being a little clear, the man at the bowfprit end, called out, land on our (larboard

bow ; we looked out and faw it plain : I prefently founded, and had but ten fathom
foft ground. The mafler, being, fomewhat feared, came running in hade with this

news, and faid it was befl to anchor ; I told him no, but found again ; then we had
twelve fathom ; the next cafl thirteen and a half; the fourth, fevcnteen fathom ; and
then no ground with fifty fathom line. However, we kept ofl' the ifland, and did not

go fo fafi but that we could fee any other danger before we came nigh it ; for here

might have been more iflands not laid down in my drafts befides this ; for I fearched

all the drafts I had, if perchance I might find any ifland in the one, which was not

in the others, but I could find none near us. When it was day, we were about five

leagues off the land we faw ; but, I believe, not above five miles, or at mofl two leagues

off it, when we firfl faw it in the night.

This is a fmall ifland, but pretty high ; I named it Providence. About five

leagues to the fouthward of this, there is another ifland, which is called William
Scouten's Ifland, and laid down in our drafts; it is a high ifland, and about twenty

leagues long.

It was by mere providence that we miffed the fmall ifland ; for had not the wind
come to wefi-fouth-wefl, and blown hard, fo that we fleered eafl-north-eafl, we had
been upon it by our courfe that we fleered before, if we could not have feen it. This
morning we faw many great trees and logs fwim by us ; which, it is probable, came
out of ibme great rivers on the main.

On the 1 6th, we croflTed the line, and found variation 6° 26'ean:. The 18th, by my
obfervation at noon, we found that we had had a current fetting to the fouthward, and
probably that drew us in fo nigh Scouten's Ifland. For this twenty-four hours we
fleered eaft-by-north with a large wind, yet made but an eafl-by-fouth half-fouth courfe,

though the variation was not above 7^ eaft.

The 21(1, we had a current fetting to the northward, which is againfl the true

trade monfoon, it being now near the full moon. I did cxped it here, as in all other

places. We had variation 8" 45' eafl. The 2 2d we found but little current, if any,

it fet to the fouthward.

On the 23d, in the afternoon, we faw two fnakes, and the next morning
another, pafllng by us, which was furioufly aflaulted by two fiflies, that had kept us

company five or fix days ; they were fhaped like mackarel, and were about that bignefs

and length, and of a yellow greenifli colour. The fnake fwam away from them very
fafl, keeping his head above water ; the fifli fnapped at his tail, but when he turned

himfclf, that fifh would withdraw, and another would fnap, fo that by turns they kept
him employed, yet he ftill defended himfelf, and fwam away a great pace, till they were
out of fight.

The 25th, betinies in the morning, we faw an ifland to the fouthward of us, at about

fifteen leagues diflance. We fleered away for it, fuppofing it to be that which the

Dutch call Wifliart's Ifland, but finding it othcrwife, I called it Matthias, it being that

faint's day. This ifland is about nine or ten leagues long, mountainous and woody,
with many favannahs, and fome fpots of land which fcemed to be cleared.

At eight in the evening we lay by, intending, if I could, to anchor under Matthias

Ifle ; but the next morning, feeing another ifland about feven or eight leagues to ihe

eaftward of it, we fteered away for it ; at noon we came up lair with its fouth-wcft end,

3 Q 2 intending
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intcndint^ to run along by it, and anchor on the fouth-eafl fide, but the tornadoes came
in fo thick and hard, that I could not venture in. This ifland is pretty low and p'ain,

and clothed with wood ; the trees were very green, and appeared to be large and tall,

as thick as they could ftand one by another. It is about two or three leagues long, and
at the fouth-wefl; point there is another fmall low woody ifldnd, about a mile round, and
about a mile from the other. Between them there runs a reef of rocks, which joins

them. (The biggcfl. I named Squally Iflandl.

Seeing we could not anchor here, I flood away to the fouthward, to make the main

;

but having many hard fqualls and tornadoes, we were often forced to hand all our fails

and fteer more eafterly to go before it. On the 26th, at four o'clock, it cleared up to

a hard {ky, and a brifli fettled gale ; then we made as much fail as we could. At five

it cleared up over the land, and we faw, as we thought. Cape Solomafwer bearing

fouth-fouth-eaft, diflance ten leagues. We had many great logs and trees fwimming
by us all this afternoon, and much grafs ; we fteercd in foulh-fouth-eafl; till fix, thea

the wind flackcned, and we flood off till feven, having little wind ; then we lay by
till ton, at which time we made fail, and fleered away eafl all night. The next morn-
ing, as foon as it was light, we made all the fail we could, and fleered away eafl-fouth-

ealt, as the land lay, being fair in fight of it, and not above feven leagues diflance. We
pafled by many fmall low woody illands which lav between us and the main, not laid

down in our drafts. We found variation 9° 50' eaft.

The 28th we had many violent tornadoes, wind, rain, and fome fpouts, and in the

tornadoes the wind fhifted. In the night we had fair weather, but more lightning than

we had feen at any time this voyage. This morning we left a large high ifland on our
larboard-fide, called in the Dutch drafts Wifhart's Ifle. about fix leagues from the

main, and feeing many fmoaks upon the main, 1 therefore fleered towards it.

The main land at this place is high and mountainous, adorned with tall flourifliing

trees ; the fides of the hills had many large plantations and patches of clear land,

which, together with the fmoaks we faw, were certain figns of its being well inhabited ;

and I was defirous to have fome commerce with the inhabitants. Being nigh fhore, we
faw firfl one proe, a little after, two or three more, and at lafl a great many boats came
from all the adjacent bays ; when they were forty-fix in number they approached fo

near us, that we could fee each others figns, and hear each other fpeak, though we
could not underlland them, nor they us ; they made figns for us to go in towards the

fhore, pointing that way ; it was fqually weather, which at firfl made me cautious of

going too near ; but the weather beginning to look pretty well, I endeavoured to get

into a bay ahead of us, which we could have got into well enough at firfl ; but while

we lay by, we were driven fo far to leeward, that now it was more difficult to get in. The
natives lay in their proes round us; to whom I fhewed beads, knives, glaffes, fo allure

them to come nearer, but they would not come fo nigh as to receive any thing from
us ; therefore I threw out fome things to them, viz. a knife faflened to a piece of board,

and a glafs bottle corked up with fome beads in it, which they took up and feemed
well pleafed. They often flruck their left breafl with their right hand, and as oftea

held up a black truncheon over their heads, which we thought was a token of friendfliip,

wherefore we did the like : and when we Itood in towards their fhore, they feemed to

rejoice, but when we flood off, they frowned, yet kept us company in their proes,

flill pointing to the fliore. About live o'clock we got within the mouth of the bay,

and founded feveral times, but had no ground, though within a mile of the fhore.

The bafon of this bay was above two miles within us, into which we might have
gone} but as I was not alTured of anchorage there, fo I thought it not prudent

3 to
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to run in at this time, it being near night, and feeing a black tornado rifing in the

weft, which I moft feared ; befides, we had near two hundred men in proes, clofe

by us ; and the bays on the fhore were lined with men from one end to the other,

where there could not be lefs than three or four hundred more. What weapons they

had, we know not, nor yet their defign ; therefore I had, at their firft coming near us,

got up all our fmall arms, and made feveral put on cartouch boxes to prevent treachery.

At laft I refolved to go out again ; which, when the natives in their proes perceived,

they began to fling (tones at us as fail as they could, being provided with engines for

that purpofe, wherefore I named this place Slinger's Bay ; but at the firing of one
gun they were all amazed, drew off, and flung no more ftones. They got together, as

if confulting what to do, for they did not make in towards the fhore, but lay ftill,

though fome of them were killed or wounded, and many more of them had paid for

their boldnefs, but that I was unwilling to cut off any of them 5 which if I had done, I

could not hope afterwards to bring them to treat with me.
The next day we failed clofe by an ifland, where we faw many fmoaks, and men in the

bays ; out of which came two or three canoes, taking much pains to overtake us, but
they could not, though we went with an eafy fail, and I could not now flay for them.

As I paft by the fouth-cafl point, I founded feveral times within a mile of the Sandy
Bays, but had no ground : about three leagues to the northward of the fouth-eaft point,

we opened a large deep bay, fecurcd from weft-north-wefl and fouth-weft winds.

There were two other iflands ihat lay to the north-eaft of it, which fecured the bay
Atom north-call winds ; one was but fmall, yet woody ; the other was a league long,

inhabited, and full of cocoa-nut-trees. I endeavoured to get into this bay, but there

came fuch flaws off fi-om the high land over it, that I could not ; befides, we had many
hard fqualls, which deterred me from it ; and night coming on, I would not run any
hazard, but bore away to the fmall inhabited ifland, to fee if we could get anchorage

on the e;ill fide of it. When we came there, we found the ifland fo narrow, that there

could be no fhclter ; therefore I tacked and flood toward the greater ifland again ; and
being more than nudway between both I lay by, defigning to endeavour for anchorage
next morni ig. Between feven and eight at night, we fpied a canoe clofe by us, and
feeing no more, fuffered her to come aboard. She had three men in her, who brought
off five cocoa-nuts, for which I gave each of them a knife and a firing of beads, to

encourage them to come off again in the morning ; but before thcfe went away, we
faw two more canoes coming ; therefore we flood away to the northward from them,
and then lay by again till day. We faw no more boats this night, neither defigned to

fuffer any to come aboard in the dark.

By nine o'clock the next morning, we were got within a league of the great ifland,

but were kept off by violent gufls of wind. Thefe fqualls gave us warning of their

approach, by the clouds which hung over the mountains, and afterwards defcended to

the foot of them ; and then it is we expcft them fpeedily.

On the 3d of March, being about five leagues to leeward of the great ifland, we faw the

main land a- head, and another great high ifland to leeward of us, diflance about feven

leagues ; which we bore away for. It is called in the Dutch drafts Garret Dennis Ifle.

It is about fourteen or fifteen leagues round ; high and mountainous, and very woody;
fome trees appeared very large and tall ; and the bays by the fea-fide are well ftored with

cocoa-nut trees ; where we alfo faw fome finall houfes. The fides of the mountains are

thick fct with plantations; and the mould in the new cleared land fecmed to be of a
brown reddifli colour. This ifland is of no regular figure, but is full of points fliooting

forth into the fea, between which arc many fandy bays, full of cocoa-nut trees. The middle

of
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of the ifle lies In 3° 10' fouth latitude. It is very populous ; the natives are very blacky

ftiong, and well limbed people ; having great round heads, their hair naturally curled

and fhort, which they fhave into fcvcral forms, and dye it alfo of divers colours, viz.

red, white, and yellow. They have broad round faces, with great bottle-nofes, yet

agreeable enough, till they disfigure them by painting, and by wearing great things

through their nofes as big as a man's thumb, and about four inches long ; thele are

run clear through both noflrils, -one end coming out by one cheek-bone, and
the other end againfl; the other ; and their nofes fo ftretchcd, that only a fmall flip of
them appears about the ornament ; they have alfo great holes in their cars, wherein

they wear fuch fluff as in their nofes. They are very dextrous aftive fellows in their

proes, which are very ingenioufly built. They are narrow and long, with out-riggers

on one fide, the head and ftern higher than the reft, and carved into many devices,

viz. fome fowl, fifh, or a man's head painted or carved ; and though it is but rudely

done, yet the refemblance appears plainly, and fhews an ingenious fancy. But with

what inflruments they make their proes or carved work, 1 know not, for they feem to

be utterly ignorant of iron. They have very neat paddles, with which they manage
their proes dextroufly, and make great way through the water. Their weapons are

chiefly lances, fwords and flings, and fome bows and arrows : they have alfo wooden
fifsgigs, for ftriking fifli. Thofe that came to affault us in Slingcrs Bay on the main,

are in all refpefts like thefe ; and I believe thefe are alike treacherous. Their fpeech

is clear and diftindt ; the words they ufed moft, when near us, were vacoufec allainais,

and then they pointed to the fliore. Their figns of friendfliip are either a great

truncheon, or bow of a tree full of leaves, put on their heads, often ftriking their heads

with their hands.

The next day, having a frefh gale of wind, we got under a high ifland, about four

or five leagues round, very woody, and full of plantations upon the fidjs of the hills;

and in the bays, by the water- fide, are abundance of cocoa-nut trees. It lies in the lati-

tude of 3° 25' fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape Mabo 1316 miles. On the fouth-

eafl part of it are three or four other fmall woody iflands, one high and peaked, the

other low and flat, all bedecked with cocoa-nut trees and other wood. On the north

there is another ifland of an indifferent height, and of a fomewhat larger circumfer-

ence than the great high ifland lafl:-mentioned. We paflTed between this and the high

ifland. The high ifland is called in the Dutch drafts Anthony Cave's Ifland. As
for the flat low ifland, and the other fmall one, it is probable they were never feen by
the Dutch, nor the iflands to the north of Garret Dennis's Ifland. As foon as we came
near Cave's Ifland, fome canoes came about us, and made figns for us to come afhore,

as all the reft had done before, probably thinking we could run the fhip a ground any
where, as they did their proes, for we law neither fail nor anchor among any of them,

though moft Eaftcrn Indians have both. Thefe had proes made of one tree, well dug,

with out-riggers on one fide ; they were but firiall, yet well fhaped. We endeavoured to

anchor, but found no ground within a mile of the fliore ; we kept clofe along the

north-fide, ftill founding till we came to the north-eaft end, but found no ground, the

canoes ftill accompanying us, and the bays were covered with men going along as we
failed ; many of them flrove to fwim off to us, but we left chem aftern. Being at the

north eaft point, we found a ftrong current fctting to the north-weft, fo that though
we had fleered to keep under the high ifland, yet we were driven towards the flat one.

At this time three of the natives came on board : I gave each of them a knife, a look-

ing-glafs, and a firing of beads. I fhewed them pumpkins and cocoa-nut fhells, and
made figns to them to bring fome aboard, and had prefently three cocoa-nuts out of

oixe
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one of the canoes. I fhewed them nutmegs, and by their figns I gucfTed they had

feme on the ifland. I alfo fliewed them feme gold-duft, which they leemed to know,
and called out Manned, Manneel, and pointed towards ths land. A while after thefe

men were gone, two or three canoes came from the flat iiland, and by figns invited us

to their ifland, "at which the others feenied difplcafed, and ufed very menacing geflures

and (I believe) fpeechcs to each other. Night coming on, we flood oft' to fca, and
having but liitle wind all night, were driven away to the north-weft. We faw many
great fires on the fl.it ifland. The laft men that came off to us were all black, as thofe

we had feen before, with frizzled hair ; they were very tall, lufty, well-fliaped men,

they wear great things in their nofes, and paint as the others, but not much ; they

make the fame figns of friendfliip, and their language feems to be one ; but the others

had pmes, and thefe canoes. On the fides of fome of thefe we faw the figures of fe-

veral fiih neatly cut ; and thefe laft were not fo fliy as the others.

Steering away from Cave's Ifland fouth-fouth-eaft, we found a ftrong current againft

us, which fet only in fome places in ftreams, and in them we faw many trees and logs

of wood, which drove by us. We liad but little wood aboard ; wherefore I hoifted out

the pinnace, and fent her to take up fome of this drifi-wood. In a little time fhe came
aboard with a great tree in a tow, which we could hardly hoift in with all our tackles.

We cut up the tree and fplit it for fire-wood. It was much worm-eaten, and had in

it fome live worms above an inch long, and about the bignefs of a goofe-quill, and
having their heads cruftcd over with a thin fliell.

After this we paifed by an ifland, called by the Dutch St. John's Ifland, leaving it

to the north of us. It is about nine or ten leagues round, and very well adorned with

lofty trees.,We faw many plantations on the fides of the hills, and abundance of cocoa-

nut trees about them, as alfo thick groves on the bays by the fea-fide. As we came
near it, three canoes came off to us, but would not come aboard ; they were fuch as

we had feen about the other iflands ; they fpoke the fame language, and made the fame
figns of peace, and their canoes were fuch as at Cave's Ifland.

We ftood along by St. John's Ifland, till we came almoft to the fouth-caft point,

and then feeing no more iflands to the eaftward of us, nor any likelihood of anchoring

under this, I fteered away for the main of New Guinea, we being now, as I fuppofed,

to the eaft of it, on this north-fide. My defign of feeing thefe iflands as I paffed along,

was to get wood and water, but could find no anchor ground, and therefore could not

do as I purpofed : befides, thefe iflands are all fo populous, that I dared not fend my
boat afliore, unkfs I could have anchored pretty nigh ; wherefore I rather chofe to

profecutc my defign on the main, the feafon of the year being now at hand, for I

judged the weftcrly winds were nigh fpcnt.

On the 8th of RTarch we faw fome fmoaks on the main, being diftant from it four

or five leagues : it is very high, woody land, with fome ipots of favannah. About ten

in the morning fix or feveii canoes came off to us; molt of them had no more than

one man in them ; they were all black, with fliort curled hair, having the fame orna-

nunts in their nofes, and their heads fo Ihaved and painted, and fpeaking the fame
words as the inhabitants of Cave's Ifland before mentioned.

Ihere was a head-land to (he fouihward of us, beyond which feeing no land, I fup-

pofed that from tlience the land trends away more wefterly. This head-land lies in

the latitude of 5° 2' fouth, and meridian diftancc from Cape Mabo 1290 miles. In

the night we lay by, for fear of over-fhooiing this head-land, between which and
Cape St. Maries the land is high, mountauious and woody, having many poijits of land

I ihooting
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(hooting out into the fea, which make fo many fine bays : the coafl lies north-north-cafl

and fouth-fouth-weft.

The gth in tlie morning a huge black man came off to us in a canoe, but would
not come aboard. He made the fame figns of friondihip to us as the reft we had met
with

;
yet feemcd to differ in his language, not ufing any of thofe words which the

others did. We faw neither fmoaks nor plantations near this head-land. We found

here variation i° eaft.

In the afternoon, as we plied near the fliore, three canoes came off to us ; one had

four men in her, the others two a-piece. That with the four men came pretty nigh

us, and fliewed us a cocoa-nut and water in a bamboo, making figns that there was

enough afhore where they lived ; they pointed to the place where they would have us

go, and fo went away. We fav/ a fmall round pretty high ifland about a league to the

north of this head-land, within which there was a large deep bay, whither the canoes

went ; and we ftrove to get thither before night, but could not ; wherefore we ftood

off, and faw land to the weftward of this head-land, bearing weft-by-fouth half-fourh,

diftance about ten leagues ; and, as we thought, ftill more land bearing fouth-wcft-by-

fouth, diftance twelve or fourteen leagues ; but being clouded, it difappeared, and we
thought we had been deceived. Before night we opened the head-land fair, and I

named it Cape St. George. The land from her.ce treads away weit-nortli-weft about

ten leagues, which is as far as we could fee it ; and the land that we faw to the weftward

of it in the evening, which bore weft-by-fouth half-fouth, was another point about ten

leagues from Cape St. George ; between which there runs in a deep bay for twenty

leagues or more. We faw fome high land in fpots like iflands, down in that bay, at a

great diftance ; but whether they are iflands, or the main clofing there, we know not.

The next morning we faw other land to the fouth-eaft of the weftermoft point, which

till then was clouded ; it was very high land, and the fame that we faw the day before

that difappeared in a cloud. This Cape St. George lies in the latitude of 5=" 5' fouth ;

and meridian diftance from Cape Mabo 1290 miles. The ifland off this cape, I called

St. George's Ifle ; and the bay between it and the weft point I named St. George's Bay.

Note, no Dutch drafts go fo far as this cape by ten leagues. On the 1 oth, in the

evening, we got within a league of the weftermoft land feen, which is pretty high and

very woody, but no appearance of anchoring. I ftood off again, defigning.if poffible,

to ply to and fro in this bay, till I found a conveniency to wood and water. We faw

no more plantations nor cocoa-nut-trees
;

yet in the night we difcerned a fmall fire

right againft us. The next morning we faw a burning mountain in the country. It

was round, high, and peaked at top, as moft volcanoes are, and fent forth a great

quantity of fmoak. VVe took up a log of drift wood, and fplit it for firing ; in which

we found fome fmall fifli.

The day after, we paffed by the fouth-weft cape of this bay, leaving it to the north of

us : when we were abreaft of it, I called my officers together, and named it Cape
Orford, in honour of my noble patron, drinking his Lordfliip's health. This cape

bears from Cape St. George fouth-weft about eighteen leagues. Between them there

is a bay about twenty- five leagues deep, having pretty high land all round it, efpecially

near the capes, though they themfelves are not high. Cape Orford lies in the latitude

of 5" 24' fouth, by my obfervation ; and meridian diftance from Cape St. George,

forty- four miles weft. The land trends from this cape north-weft by weft into the

bay, and on the other fide fouth-weft per compafs, which is fouth-weft 9° weft, allowing

the variation, which is here 9" eaft. The land on each fide of the cape is more
lavannah than wood land, and is higheft on the north-weft fide. The cape itfelf is a

bluff.
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bluff-point, of an indifferent hcighth, with a flat table-land at top. When we were to

the fouth-wcfl; of the cape, it appeared to be a low point fliooting out, which you cannot

fee when abreafl of it. This morning we ftruck a log of drift-wood with our turtte-

irons, hoifled it in, and fplit it for fire-wood. Afterwards we flruck another, but

could not get it in. There were many fiih about it.

We fleered along fouth-wefl as the land lies, keeping about fix leagues off the

fhore ; and being defirous to cut wood and fill water, if I faw any conveniency, I lay

by in the night, becaufe I would not mifs any place proper for thofe ends, for fear of

wanting fuch neccfTaries as we could not live without. This coafl is high and moun-
tainous, and not fo thick with trees as that on the other fide of Cape Orford.

On the 14th, feeing a pretty deep bay a-head, and fome iilands where I thought we
might ride fecurc, we ran in towards the fhore and faw fome fmoaks. At ten o'clock

we faw a point, which fliot out pretty well into the fea, with a bay within it, which
promiied fair for water ; and we flood in with a moderate gale. Being got into the

bay within the point, we faw many cocoa-nut-trees, plantations, and houfes. Whea
I came within four or five miles of the fhore, fix fmall boats came off to view us, with

about forty men in them all. Perceiving that they only came to view us, and would
not come aboard, I made figns and waved to them to go afhore ; but they did not or

would not underfland me ; therefore I whiflled a fhot over their heads out of my
fowling-piece, and then they pulled away for the fhore as hard as they could. Thefe

were no fooner afhore, but we faw three boats coming from the iflands to leeward of us,

and they foon came within call, for we lay becalmed. One of the boats had about

forty men in her, and was a large well-built boat ; the other two were but fmall.

Not long after, I faw another boat coming out of the bay where I intended to go ; flie

likcwifc was a large boat, with a high head and ftern painted, and full of men ; this

1 thought came off" to fight us, as it is probable they all did ; therefore I fired another

fmall fhot over the great boat that was nigh us, which made them leave their babling

and take to their paddles. We ftill lay becalmed ; and therefore they rowing wide of

us, directed their courfe toward the other great boat that was coming off: when they

were pretty near each other I cauied the gunner to fire a gun between them, which he
did very dexteroufly ; it was loaden with round and partridge-fliot ; the lafl dropped
in the water fomewhat fliort of them, but the round fliot went between both boats, and
grazed about one hundred yards beyond them ; this fo affrighted them, that they both
rowed away for the fhore as fafl as they could, without coming near each other ; and
the little boats made the beft of their way after them : and now having a gentle breeze

at fouth-fouth-eaft, we bore into the bay after them. When we came by tlie point, I

faw a great number of men peeping from under the rocks : I ordered a fhot to be

fired dole by, to fcarc them The fliot grazed between us and the point, and mount-
ing again, flew over the point, and grazed a fecond time jult by them. We were
obliged to fail along clofe by the bays ; and feeing multitudes fetting under the trees, I

ordered a third gun to be fired among the cocoa-imt-trees to fcare them ; for my
bufinefs being to wood and water, I thought it necelVary to flrike fome terror into the

inhabitants, who were very numerous, and (by what I faw now, and had formerly ex-

perienced) treacherous. After this 1 fent my boat to found ; they had firll forty, then

thirty, and at lafl twenty fathom water. We followed the boat, and came to anchor

about a quarter of a mile from the lliore, in twenty-fix fathom water, fine black fand

and oaze. We rode right againfl the mouth of a fmall river, where I lioped to find

frcfh water. Some of the natives flanding on a fmall point at the river's mouth, I fent

a fmall fhot over their heads to fright them, which it did clfci^ually. In the after-

VOL. XI. 3 R noon
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noon I fent my boat afliore to the natives who ftood upon the point by the river's

mouth with a prefent of cocoa-nuts ; when the boat was come near the iliore, they

came running into the water, and put their nuts into the boat. Then I made a fignal

for the boat to come aboard, and lent both it and the yawl into the river to look for

frelh water, ordering the pinnace to lie near the river's mouth, while the yawl went

up to fearch. In an hour's time they returned aboard with fome barrecoes full of

frefli water, which they had taken up about half a mile up the river. After which I

fent them again v/ith cafks, ordering one of them to fill water, and the other to watch

the motions of the natives, left they fliould make any oppofition ; but they did not. and

fo the boats returned a little before fun-fet with a tun and half of water ; and the next

day by noon brought aboard about fix tuns of water.

I fent afliore commodities to purchafe hogs, &c. being informed that the natives have

plenty of them, as aUb of yams and other good roots ; but my men returned without

getting any thing that I fent them for ; the natives being unwilling to trade with us j.

yet ihey admired our hatchets and axes, but would part with nothing but cocoa-nuts,

which they ufed to climb the trees for ; and fo foon as they gave them our men, they

beckoned to them to be gone, for they were much afraid of us.

The 1 8th, I fent both boats again for water, and before noon they had filled all my
calks. In the afternoon I fent them both to cut wood ; but feeing about forty natives

Handing on the bay at a fmall diftance from our men, I made a fignal for them to

come aboard again, which they did, and brought me word that the men which we faw

on the bay were paiTing that way, but were afraid to come nigh them. At four o'clock

I fent both the boats again for more wood, and they returned in the evening. Then I

called my officers to confult whether it were convenient to ftay here longer, and

endeavour a better acquaintance with thefe people, or go to fea. My defign of tarrying

here longer, was, if poflible, to get fome hogs, goats, yams, or other roots ; as alio tO'

get fome knowledge of the country and its produdt. My officers unanimoufly gave-

their opinions for flaying longer here. So the next day I fent both boats afhore again,,

to fifh and to cut more wood. While they were afliore, about thirty or forty men and

women pafTed by them ; they were a little afraid of our people at firft, but upon their

making figns of friendfhip, they pafTed by quietly ; the men finely bedecked with

feathers of divers colours about their heads, and lances in their hands ; the women had

no ornament about them, nor any thing to cover their nakednefs, but a bunch of fmall

green boughs before and behind, ftuck under a ftring which came round their waifts.

They carried large bafkets on their heads, full of yams. And this I have obferved

amongft all the wild natives I have known, that they make their women carry the

burdens, while the men walk before, without any other load than their arms and orna-

ments. At noon our men came aboard with the wood they had cut, and had catched

but fix fifhes at four or five hauls of the fain, though we faw abundance of fifli leaping

in the bay all the day long.

In the afternoon I fent the boats afliore for more wood ; and fome of our men went

to the natives' houfes, and found tliey were now more Ihy than they ufed to be ; had.

taken down all the cocoa-nuts from the trees, and driven away their hogs. Our
people made figns to them to know what was become of their hogs, &c. The natives

pointing to fome houfes in the bottom of the bay, and imitating the noife of thofe

creatures, feemed to intimate that there were both hogs and goats of feveral fizes,.

which they expreffcd by holding their hands abroad at feveral diftances from the

ground.

At
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At night our boats came aboard with wood ; and the next morning I went myfelf

with both boats up the river to the watering-place, carrying with me all fuch trifles and

iron-work as I thought moft proper to induce them to a commerce with us ; but

I found them very fhy and roguifh. I faw but two men and a boy : one of the men
by fome figns was perfuaded to come to the boat's fide, where I was ; to him I gave

a knife, a firing of beads, and a glafs-bottle ; the fellow called out, " Cocos, cocos,"

pointing to a village hard by, and fignified to us that he would go for fome ; but he

never returned to us : and thus they had frequently of late ferved our men. I took

eight or nine men with me, and marched to their houfes, which I found very mean, and

their doors made fafl with withes.

I vifited three of their villages, and finding all the houfes thus abandoned by the

inhabitants, who carried with them all their hogs, &c. I brought out of their houfes

fome fmall fifliing-nets in recompcnce for thofc things they had received of us. As
we were coming away we faw two of the natives ; I (hewed them the things that we
carried with us, and called to them, " Cocos, cocos," to let them know that I took

thefe things becaufe thev had not made good what they had promifed by their figns,

and by their calling out Cocos. While I was thus employed, the men in the yawl filled

two hogfheads of water, and all the barrecoes. About one in the afternoon I came
aboard, and found all my officers and men very importunate to go to that bay where

the hogs were faid to be. I was loth to yield to it, fearing they would deal too

roughly with the natives. By two o'clock in the afternoon many black clouds gathered

over the land, which I thought would deter them from their enterprize ; but they

folicitcd me the more to let them go. At laft I confented, fending thofe commodities

I had afhore with me in the moruhig, and giving them a flrifl: charge to deal by fair

means, and to aft cautioufly for their own fecurity. The bay 1 fent them to was

about two miles from the fliip. As foon as they were gone, I got all things ready, that,

if I faw occafion, I might aflift them with my great guns. When they came to land,

the natives in great companies flood to rcfifl them, (baking their lances, and threaten-

ing them ; and fome were fo daring, as to wade into the fea, holding a target in one

hand and a lance in the other. Our men held up to them fuch commodities as I had

fent, and made figns of friendfliip, but to no purpofe, for the natives waved them ofi".

Seeing therefore they could not be prevailed upon to a friendly commerce, my men,

being refolved to have fome provifion among them, fired fome mufkets to fcare them

away ; which had the defired cffeft upon all but two or three, who flood Hill in a

menacing pofiure, till the boldefl dropped his target and ran away ; they fuppofcd he

was fliot in the arm : he and fome others felt the fmart of our bullets, but none were

killed ; our defign being rather to fright than to kill them. Our men landed, and

found abundance of tame hogs running among the houfes. They fhot down nine,

which they brought away, befidts many that ran away wounded. They had but little

time ; for in lefs than an hour after they went from the (hip it began to rain ; wherefore

they got what they could into the boats, for I had charged them to come away

if it rained. By the time the boat was aboard, and the hogs taken in, it cleared up,

and my men defired to make another trip thither before night ; this was about five in

the evening, and I confented, giving them orders to repair on board before night. In

the clofe of the evening they returned accordingly, with eight hogs more, and a little

live pig ; and by this time the other hogs were jerked and falted. Thefe that came

lafl we only drciled and corned till morning ; and then fent both boats afhore for more

refrefhments either of hogs or roots : but in the night the natives had conveyed away

their provifions of all forts. Many of them were now about the houfes, and none

offered to refill our boats landing, but on the contrary were fo amicable, that one man

3 R 2 brought
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brought ten or iwilve cocoa-nuts, left them on the fiiore after he had fliewed them to

our men, ar.d went out of fight. Our people finding nothing but nets and images,

brought fome of them away, which two of my men brought aboard in a fmall canoe,

and prefently after my boats came off. I ordered the boatfwain to take care of the nets

till we came at fome place where they might be difpofcd of for fome refrefhment for

the ufe of all the company. 'I'hc images I took into my own cudody.

In the afternoon I fent the canoe to the place from whence flie had been brought,

and In her two axes, two hatchets (one of them helved), fix knives, fix looking-glaffes,

a large bunch of beads, and four glafs bottles. Our men drew the canoe adiorcj'placed the

things to the bell advantage in her, and came off in the pinnace which I fent to guard

them : and now being well ftocked with wood, and all my water-cafks full, I relblved

to fail the next morning. All the time of our ftay here we had very fair weather, only

fometimes in the afternoon we had a fhower of rain, which lafled not above an hour at

mofl ; alfo fome thunder and lightning, with very little wind : we had fea and land

breezes, the former between the fouih-fouth-eafl, and the latter from north-eafl to

north-wefl.

This place I named Port Montague, in honour of my noble patron : it lies in tlie

latitude of 6'^ lo'fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape St. George, one hundred

and fifty-one miles weft. The country hereabouts is mountainous and woody, full of

rich valleys and pleafant frelli water-brooks. The mould in the valleys is deep and

yellowith, that on the fides of the hill of a very brown colour, and not very deep,

but rocky underneath, yet excellent planting land. The trees in general are neither

very ftraight, thick nor tall, yet appear green and pleafant enough ; fome of them bore

flowers, fome berries, and others big fruits, but all unknown to any of us : cocoa-nut-

trees thrive very well here, as well on the bays by the fea-fidc, as more remote among
the plantations ; the nuts are of an indifferent fize, the milk and kernel very thick and

pleafant. Here is ginger, yams, and other very good roots for the pot, that our men
law and tailed : what other fruits or I'oots the country affords, I know not. Here are

hogs and dogs ; other land-animals we faw none. The fowls we faw and knew,

were pigeons, parrots, cockadores, and crows like thofe in England ; a fort of birds

about the bignefs of a black-bird, and fmaller birds many. The fea and rivers have

plenty of filh ; we faw abundance, though we catchcd but few, and thefe were

cavallies, yellow-tails and whip-rays.

We departed from hence on the 22d of March, and on the 24th, in the even-

ing, we faw fome high land bearing north-wed half-well:, to the wefl of which

we could fee no land, though there appeared fomething like land bearing weft a

little foutherly, but not being fure of it, I fteered wefl-north-weft all jiight,

and kept going on with an eafy fail, intending to coaft along the fliore at a

diftance. At ten o'clock, I faw a great fire bearing north-wefl-by-weft, blazing up in

a pillar, fometimes very high for three or four minutes, then falling quite down for an

equal fpace of time ; fometimes hardly vifible, till it blazed up again. I had laid me
down, having been indifpofed thefe three days ; but upon a fight of this, my chief mate

called me ; I got up and viewed it for about half an hour, and knew it to be a burning-

hill by its intervals : I charged them to look well out, having bright moon-light. In

the morning I found that the fire we had feen the night before, was a burning-ifland,

and fleered for it. We faw many other iflands, one large high ifland, and another

fmaller, but pretty high. I flood near the volcano, and many fmall low iflands with

fome fhoals.

March the 25th, 1700, in the evening, we came within three leagues of this burning-

hill, being at the fame time two leagues from the main ; I found a good channel to

4 pafs
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pafs between them, and kept nearer the main than the ifland. At feven in the evening

I founded, and had fifty-two fathom fine fand and oaze. I flood to the northward

to get clear of this llreight, having but little wind and fair weather. The ifland all

night vomited fire and fmoke very amazingly, and at every belch we heard a dreadful

noife like thunder, and faw a flame of fire after it, the molt terrifying that ever I faw ;

the intervals between its belches were about half a minute, fome more, others lefs

;

neither were thefe pulfes or eruptions alike, for fome were but faint convulfions, in

comparifon of the more vigorous
; yet even the weakeft vented a great deal of fire ;.

but the largefl made a roaring noife, and fent up a large flame twenty or thirty yards

high ; and then might be feen a great ftream of fire running down to the foot of the

ifland, even to the ihore. From the furrows made by this defcending fire, we could,

in the day time, fee great fmoaks arife, which probably were made by the iulphureous

matter thrown out of the funnel at the top, which tumbling down to the bottom, and

there lying in a heap, burned till either confumed or extinguiflied ; and as long as it

burned and kept its heat, fo long the fmoak afcended from it ; which we perceived to

increafe or decreafe, according to the quantity of matter difcharged from the funnel

:

but the next night, being fliot to the weflward of the burning-ifland, and the funnel

of it lying on the fouth-fide, we could not difcern the fire there, as we did the fmoak

in the day when we were to the fouthward of it. This volcano lies in the latitude of
5*" 33' fouth, and meridian diltance from Cape St. George, three hundred and thirty-

two miles weft.

The eaftemmoft part of New Guinea lies forty miles to the weftward of this tract of

land ; and by hydrographers they arc made joining together ; but here I found an

opening and paffage between, with many iflands, the largeft of which lie on the north

fide of this paflage or ftreight. The channel is very good, between the iflands and the

land to the eaftward. The eaft part of New Guinea, is high and mountainous, ending

on the north-eaft with a large promontory, which I named King William's Cape, in

honour of His prefent Majelty. We faw fome fmoaks on it, and leaving it on our

larboard fidt, fleered away near the eaft land, which ends with two remarkable capes

or heads, diftant from eacia other about fix or feven leagues : within each head were

two very remarkable mountains, afcending very gradually from the fca fide ; which

afforded a very pleafant and agreeable profpedl. The mountains and lower land were

pleafantly mixed with wood-land and favannahs; the trees appeared very green and

flourifliing ; and the favannahs feemed to be very fmooth and oven ; no meadow in

England appears more green in the fpring than thefe. We faw fmoaks, but did not

ftrive to anchor here, but rather chofe to get under one of the iflands, (where I thought

I fhould find few or no inhabitants), that I might repair my pinnace, which was fo

crazy, that I could not venture afhore any where with her. As we flood over to the

iflands, we looked out very well to the north, but could fee no land that way j by

which I was well affured that we were got through, and that this eaft land does not

join to New Guinea ; therefore I named it Nova Britannia. The north-wcfl cape, I

called Cape Glocefter, and the fouth-weft-point Cape Anne; and the north-wefl

mountain, which is very remarkable, I culled Mount Glocefter.

This ifland which I called Nova Britannia, has about 4° of latitude : the body of it

lying in 4°, and the northernmoft part in 2° 32', and the fouthernmoft in 6^ 30' fouth.

It has about 5° 18' longitude from eaft to weft. It is generally high mountainous land,

mixed with large valleys, which, as well as the mountains, :ippe;ired very fertile ; and

in moft places that we faw, the trees are very large, tall and thick. It is alfo very well

inhabited with ftrong well-limbed negroes, whom wc found very daring and bold at

fevcral
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feveral places. As to the produft of it, I know no more than what I have faid in

jny account of Port Mountague ; but it is very probable this ifland may afford

as many rich commodilics as any in the world ; and the natives may be eafily

brought to commerce, though I could not pretend to it under my prcfent cir-

cumflanccs.

Being near the ifland to the northward of the Volcano, I fcnt my boat to found,

thinking to anchor here, but Ihe returned and brought me word that they had no
ground, till they met with a riff of coral rocks about a mile from the (hore ; then I

bore away to the north fide of the ifland, where we found no anchoring neither. We
faw feveral people, and fome cocoa-nut-trees, but could not fend afliore for want of my
pinnace, which was out of order. In the evening I flood off to fea, to be at fuch a dis-

tance that I might not be driven by any currunt upon the flioals of this ifland, if it

fhould prove calm. We had but little wind, efpecially the beginning of the night

;

but in the morning I found myfelf fo far to the weft of the ifland, that the wind being

at eaft-fouth-caft, I could not fetch it, wherefore I kept on to the fouthward, and

flemmed with the body of a high ifland about eleven or twelve leagues long, lying to

the fouthward of that which I before defigned for. I named this ifland Sir George
Rook's Ifland.

We alfo faw fome other iflands to the weftward, which may be better feen in my
draft of thefe lands than here defcribed ; but feeing a very fmall ifland lying to the

north-weft of the long ifland which was before us, and not far from it, I fteered away
for that, hoping to find anchoring there ; and having but little wind, I fent my boat

before to found, which, when we were about two miles diftance from the fhore, came
on board and brought me word that there was good anchoring in thirty or forty fathom

water, a mile from the ifle, and within a reefF of the rocks which lay in a half-moon,

reaching from the north part of the ifland to the fouth-eaft ; fo at noon we got in and
anchored in thirty-fix fathom, a mile from the ifle.

In the afternoon I fent my boat afhore to the ifland, to fee what convenience there

was to haul our veflTel afhore in order to be mended, and whether we could catch any

fifh. My men in the boat rowed about the ifland, but could not land by reafon of

the rocks and a great furge running in upon the (hore. We found variation here,

8° 25' weft.

I defigned to have ftaid among thefe iflands till I had got my pinnace refitted ; but

having no more than one man who had fkill to work upon her, I faw fhe would be a

long time in repairing (which was one great reafon why I could not profecute my dif-

coverics further) ; and the eafterly winds being fet in, I found I fliould fcarce be able

to hold my ground.

The 31ft, in the forenoon, we fhot in between two iflands, lying about four leagues

afunder, with intention to pafs between them. The fouthernmoft is a long ifland, with

a high hill at each end ; this I named Long Ifland. The northernmoft is a round high

ifland towering up with feveral heads or tops, fomething refembling a crown ; this I

named Crown Ifle, from its form. Both thefe iflands appeared very pleafant, having

fpots of green favannahs mixed among the wood-land : the trees appeared very green

and flourifhing, and fome of them looked white and full of blofToms. We paflTed clofe

by Crown Ifle, faw many cocoa-nut trees on the bays and fides of the hills ; and one

boat was coming off from the fhore, but returned again. We faw no fmoaks on either

of the iflands, neither did we fee any plantations, and it is probable they are not very

well peopled. We faw many fhoals near Crown Ifland, and reefs of rocks running off

from the points a mile or more into the fea : my boat was once over-board, with defign

to
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to have fent her afliore, but having little wind, and feeing feme fhoals, I hoifted her in

again, and ftood ofF out of danger.

In the afternoon, feeing an ifland bearing north-weft-by-weft, we fteered away north-

weft-by-north, to be to the northward of it. The next morning, being about midway
from the iflands we left yefterday, and having this to the weftward of us, the land of

the main of New Guinea within us to the fouthward, appeared very high. When we
came within four or five leagues of this iiland to the weft of us, four boats came oiF

to view us, one came within call, but returned with the other three without fpeaking

to us ; fo we kept on for the iiland, which I named Sir R. Rich's Ifland. It was pretty

high, woody, and mixed with favannahs like thofe formerly mentioned. Being to the

north of it, we faw an opening between it and another ifland two leagues to the weft of

it, which before appeared all in one. The main fcemcd to be high land, trending to

the weftward.

On Tuefday, the 2d of April, about eight in the morning, we difcovered a high-peaked

ifland to the weftward, which feemed to fmoak at its top : the next day we pafled by
the north fide of the Burning Ifland, and faw a fmoak again at its top, but the vent

lying on the fouth fide of the peak, we could not obferve it diftindly, nor fee the fire.

We afterwards opened three more iflands, and fome land to the fouthward, which we
could not'well tell v.hether it were iflands or part of the main. Thefe iflands are all high,

full of fair trees and fpots of great favannahs, as well the Burning Ifle as the reft ; but

the Burning Iflc was more round and peaked at top, very fine land near the fea, and
for two-thirds up it : we alfo faw another ifle fending forth a great fmoak at once,

but it foon vaniflied, and we faw it no more ; we faw alfo, among thefe iflands, three

fmall veflels with fails, which the people on Nova Britannia feem wholly ignorant of.

The I ith, at noon, having a very good obfervation, I found myfelf to the northward

of my reckoning, and thence concluded that we had a current fetting north-weft, or

rather more wefferly, as the land lies. From that time to the next morning we had

fair clear weather, and a fine moderate gale from fouth-eaft to eaft-by-north : but at

day-break the clouds began to fly, and it lightened very much in the eaft, fouth-eaft,

and north-eaft. At fun-rifing, the fky looked very red in the eaft near the horizon,

and there were many black clouds both to the fouth and north of it. About a quarter

of an hour after the fun was up, there was a fquall to the windward of us ; when on a

fudden one of our men on the fore-caftle called out that he faw fomething a-ftern, but

could not tell what : I looked out for it, and immediately faw a fpout beginning to

work within a quarter of a mile of us, exactly in the wind : we prefently put right

before it. It came very fwiftly, whirling the water up in a pillar about fix or feven

yards high. As yet I could not fee any pendulous cloud, from whence it might come

;

and was in hopes it would foon lofe its force. In four or five minutes time, it came

withiii a cable's length of us, and pafled away to leeward, and then I faw a long pale

ftream coming down to the whirling water. This ftrcam was about the bigncfs of a

rainbow : the upper end fcemcd vaftly high, not dcfcending from any dark cloud,

and therefore the more ftrange to me ; I never having feen the like before. It paft

about a mile to leeward of us, and then broke. Thiy was but a fiiiall fpout, not ftrong

nor lafting
;

yet I perceived much wind in it as it paffed by us. Tlie current ftiU con-

tinued at north-weft a little wefterly, which I allowed to run a mile per hour.

By an obfervation the i3lh, at noon, I found myfelf 25' to the northward of my
reckoning ; whether occafioncd by bad lleeragc, a bad account, or a current, 1 could

not determine ; but was apt to judge it might be a compile ition of all ; for I could not

think it was wholly the current, the land here lying eall-by-fouth, and weft-by-north,

3 or
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or a little more northerly and foutherly. We had kept fo nigh as to fee it, and
at farthcfl: had not been above twenty leagues from it, but fomctimes much
nearer ; and it is not probable that any current fliould fct direftly oft" from a land.

A tide indeed may ; but then the flood has the fame force to ftrike in upon the

Ihorc, as the ebb to ftrike off from it : but a current muft have fet nearly along fhore,

either cafterly or wefterly ; and if any thing northerly or foutherly, it could be but

very little in comparifon of its eaft or weft courfe, on a coaft lying as this doth ; which

yet we did not perceive. If therefore we were deceived by a current, it is very pro-

bable that the land is here disjoined, and that there is a paflage through to the fouth-

ward, and that the land from King William's Cape to this place is an ifland, feparated

from New Guinea by fome ftreight, as Nova Britannia is by that which we came
through. But this being at bcft but a probable conjecture, I ftiall infift no farther

upon it.

The 14th we paffed by Scouten's Ifland, and Providence Ifland, and found ftill a

very ftrong current fetting to the north-weft. On the 17th we faw a high mountain

on the main, that fent forth great quantities of fmoke from its top : this volcano we
did not fee in our voyage out. In the afternoon we difcovercd King William's Ifland,

and crow dcd all the fail we could to get near it before night, thinking to lie to the

caftward of it till day, for fear of fome flioals that lie at the weft end of it. Before

night we got within two leagues of it, and having a fine gale of wind and a light moon,
I refolved to pafs through in the night, which 1 hoped to do before twelve o'clock, if

the gale continued ; but when we came within two miles of it, it fell calm
;

yet after-

wards by the help of the current, a fmall gale, and our boat, we got through before

day. In the night we had a very fragrant imell from the ifland. By morning- light

we were got two leagues to the weftward of it ; and then were becalmed all the morn-
ing ; and met fuch whirling tides, that when we came into them, the ftiip turned quite

round : and though fometimes we had a fmall gale of wind, yet {he could not feel

the helm when flie came into thefe whirlpools : neither could we get from amongft

them, till a briflc gale fprung up ;
yet we drove not much any way, but whirled round

like a top. And thofe whirlpools were not conftant to one place but drove about

ftrangely ; and fometimes we faw among them large ripplings of the water, like great

over-falls, making a fearful noife. I fent my boat to found, but found no ground.

The 1 8th Cape Mabo bore fouth, diftance nine leagues; by which account it lies

in the latitude of 50' fouth, and meridian diftance from Cape St. George one thoufand

two hundred and forty-three miles. St. John's Ifle lies forty-eight miles to the eaft of

Cape St. George ; which being added to the diftance between Cape St. George and
Cape Mabo, makes one thoufand two hundred and ninety-one meridional parts ; which

was the furthell that I was to the eaft. In my outward-bound voyage I made meridian

diftance between Cape Mabo and Cape St. George, one thoufand two hundred, and

ninety miles ; and now in my return, but one thoufand two hundred and forty-three

;

which is forty-feven fliort of my diftance going out. This difference may probably

be occafioned by the ftrong weftern current which we found in our return, which I

allowed for after I perceived it j and though we did not difcern any current when we
went to the eaftward, except when near the iflands, yet it is probable we had one
againft us, though we did not take notice of it becaufe of the ftrong wefterly winds.

King William's Ifland lies in the latitude of 21' fouth, and may be feen diftindly off"

Cape Mabo.
In the evening we paft by Cape Mabo ; and afterwards fteered away fouth-eaft half- 1

eaft, keeping along the fhore, which here trends fouth-eafterly. The next morning,

feeing
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feeing a large opening in the land, with an ifland near the fouthfide; I ftood in,

thinking to anchor there. When we were fnot in within two leagues of the

ifland, the wind came to the weft, which blows right into the opening. I flood to

the norih Ihore; intending, when I came pretty nigh, to fend my boat into ths open-

ing, and found, before I would adventure in. We found feveral deep bays, but no
foundings within two miles of the fliore ; therefore I flood off again. Then feeing a

ripling under our lee, I fcnt my boat to found on it; which returned in half an hour,

and brought mc word that the rippling we faw was only a tide, and that they had no
ground there.

VOL. XI. 3 •
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ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK'S FIRST VOYAGE.

Begun ill I 768, andjimjlnd in i 77 I.

AFEW years after His prefent Majefly's acceflion to the throne, he turned his-

thoughts to voyages of difcovery, particularly in thelbuihern heinilphere. Three
were made by Captain (now Admiral) Byron, Captain Wallis, and Captain Carteret,

at different periods. In confequence of their fuccefs, other voyages were thought of
upon a more enlarged fcale, and carried into execution by Captain Cook, who made
three alfo ; in the laft of which he unhappily lofl; his life. Of this a compendium has

been already laid before the public ; and his two former expeditions are now intended

to be given in the fame fummary manner.

Captain Cook received his commiffion in the month of^May, 1768, and on the

26th of Augufl following, failed from Plymouth in the Endeavour, a veifel of about
three hundred tons, which was originally intended for the coal trade.

Mr. Banks, a gentleman of confiderable property in Lincolnlhire (now Sir Jofeph

Banks, and Prefident of the Royal Society J, and Dr. Solander, a native of Sweden,
who had ftudied under Linnasus, both undertook, from a laudable defire of acquiring

knowledge in allronomy and botany, to accompany the captain. The former of thefe

gentlemen was not long returned from a voyage to Newfoundland ; his principal object

now was to vievir the tranfit of Venus. They took two draftfmen with them ; one to

delineate fubjeds in natural hiftory, the other landfcapes. Mr. Banks had alfo a fecre-

tary and four fervants.

Thurfday, December 8th, 1768, having procured all neceffary fupplies, they left

Rio de Janeiro. They did not meet with any material occurrence from this time to-

the 2 2d, when they were furrounded by great numbers of porpoifes, of a fingular fpe-

cies, which were about fifteen feet in length, and of an afli colour. On the 23d they

obferved an eclipfe of the moon ; and about feven o'clock in the morning a fmall white

cloud appeared in the weft, from which a train of fire ilfued, extending itfelf wefterly ;.

about two minutes after they heard two diftinft loud explofions, immediately fucceed-

ing each other, like cannon, after which the cloud foon difappeared.

On the 30th they ran upwards of fifty leagues, through vaft numbers of land in-

fe£ls, fome in the air, and others upon the water ; they appeared to refemble exactly

the flies that are feen in England, though they were thirty leagues from land, and
fome of thefe infefts never quit it beyond a few yards.

January 4th, 1769, they faw an appearance of land, which they miftook for Pepy's

ifland ; but on their ftanding towards it, it proved what the failors call a Fog Bank.
On the 14th they entered the ftreight of Le Maire ; but the tide being againft them,

they were driven out with great violence, and the waves ran fo high, that the fhip's

bowfprit was frequently under water ; at length however they got anchorage, at the

entrance of a httle cove, which Captain Cook called St. Vincent's Bay.

The
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The weeds, which here grow upon rocky gmund, are very remarkable ; they appear
above the furfiice in eight and nine fathoms water ; the kavcs are four feet in

length, and many of the (talks, though not more than an inch and a half in circumference,

above oi^e hundred. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander having been on fliore feme hours
returned with more than a hundred ditferent plants and Howers, hitherto unnoticed by
the European botanifts.

Sunday 15th, havuig anchored in twelve fathoms water, upon coral rocks, before
a fmali cove, diftant from fhore about a mile, two of the natives came down upon the
beach, in expectation that they would land ; but this fituation affording little fhelter,

the captain got under fail again, and the natives retired.

About two o'clock they anchored in the bay of Good Succefs, and the captain went on
{hore, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, to fearch for a watering-place, and
confer with the Indians. Thefe gentlemen proceeded about a hundred yards before the
captain, when two of the Indians having advanced forward and feated themfelves, they
rofe, upon Mr. Banks and the doctor's coming up, and each of them threw away a
fmall flick, which they had before in their hatids ; this they did in fuch a direction, that

the flick flew both from themfelves and the ftrangers, which they meant as a token of
peace, and a teftimonial of their renouncing weapons; they then returned brifklv

towards their companions, who had remained at fome diftance behind, and made Cvms
to the ftrangers to advance, which they accordingly complied with. The reception the
gentlemen met with was friendly, though the manner was uncouth. The civility was
returned, by the diflribution of beads and ribbons, with which the Indians were much
pleafed. After a mutual confidence had been thus eftablifhed, the reft of the En^lifh
party joined, and a general converfation, though of a fingular kind, enfued. Three
of the Indians now returned with the captain and his friends to the fliip, whom they
cloathed with jackets, and gave them bread, jerked beef, &c. part of which they eat,

and carried the remainder on Jhore. They refufed to drink rum or brandy, after

tailing them, intimating by (igns that It burnt their throats. One of them ftole the

covering of a globe, which he fccreted under his cloak. After flaying near two hours
on board they went on fhore. They were of a middle ftature with broad flat faces, low
foreheads, high cheeks, nofes inclining to flatnefs, wide noftrils, fmall black eyes, large

mouths, fmall but inditterent teeth, and black ftraight hair, falling down over their

ears and forehead, which was commonly fmcared with brown and rod paint ; and, like

all the original natives of America, they were beardlefs. Tlieir garments were the

(kins of guanicos and feals, which they wrapped round their fhoulders. The women
have a fmali firing tied round each ancle, and wear each a flap of fkin round the mid-
dle. They carry the children on their backs, and are generally employed in domeflic

labour and drudgery.

Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Mr. Buchan, and fevcral other gentlemen, accompaiu'od

by fervants, went a confidcrable way into the country, where they had marfhy ground,

and very cold blafts of wind and fnow, to contend with ; however, after great fatigue,

they at laft attained a confidcrable eminence they had in view. Here they found a

great variety of plants, that gratified their curiofity, and repaid them for their toil.

It was now near eight o'clock in the evening, and Dr. Solander, who knew from
experience that extreme cdd, when joined with fatigue, occafions a drowfinefs that is

not eafily refilled, intreatcd his friends to keep in motion, however difagreeable it

might be to them ; his words were, '' Whoever fits down, will flcep ; and whoever
flecps, will wake no more." Every one feemed accordingly armed with refolution

;

3 s 2 but
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but on a fiidden the cold became fo very intcnfe, as to threaten the mofl: direfii! effects.

It was very remarkable, that Dr. Solander himfclF, who had foforcibly admonifhed and
alarmed his party, fhould be the firfl: who mfilted upon being luftered to repofe. In

fpite of the mofl earned entreaties of his friends, he lay down amidft the fnow, and it

was with great difficulty they kept the doftor awake. One of the black fervants be-

came alfo weary and faint, and was upon the point of following the dodlor's example.

Mr. Buchan was therefore detached with a party to make a fire at the firfl commodious
fpot they could meet with. Mr. Banks, with four more, remained with the Doctor

and Richmond the black, who, with the utmofl: difTiculty, were induced to come on

;

but after walking a few miles farther, they exprefTed their inability of proceeding.

When the black was informed, that if he remained there he would foon be frozen to

death, he replied, that he was fo exhaufled with fatigue, that death would be a relief

to him. Dr. Solander faid he was not unwilling to go, but that he mufl firfl take

fome fleep, notwithftanding what he had before declared to the company. Thus re-

folved, they both fat down, fupported by bufhes, and in a fliort time fell fafl afleep.

Intelligence now came from the advanced party, that a fire was kindled about a quarter

of a mile farther on the way. Mr. Banks then waked the doctor, who had almofl loft

the ufe of his limbs already, though it was but a few minutes fince he fat down ; he
neverthelefs confented to go on. Every meafure taken to relieve the black proved in-

etfeftual ; he remained motionlefs, and they were obliged to leave him to the care of

the other black fervant and a failor, who appeared to have been the leafl hurt by the

cold, and they were to be relieved, as foon as two others were fufficiently warmed to

fupply their places. The doftor was with much difficulty got to the fire. Thofe who
were fent to relieve the companions of Richmond, returned in about half an hour
without being able to find them. What rendered the mortification ftill greater was,

that a bottle of rum, the whole flock of the party, could not be found, and was
judged to have been left with one of the three who vvei'e mifTmg. There was a fall of
fnow which incefl'antly continued for near two hours, and there remained no hopes of

feeing the three abfentees again, at leafl, alive. About twelve o'clock, however, a
great fiiouting was heard at a diflance, which gave inexpreffible fatisfaction to every

one prefent. Mr. Banks and four others went forth and met the failor, with juft

flrength enough to walk ; he was immediately fent to the fire, and they proceeded to

feek for the two others. They found Richmond upon his legs, but incapable of mov-
ing them ; the other black was lying fenJelefs upon the ground. All endeavours to

bring them to the fire were fruitlefs, nor was it pofTible to kindle one upon the fpot,

on account o£ the fnow that had fallen, and was flili falling, fo that there was no' al-

ternative, and they were compelled to leave the two unfortunate negroes to their fate,

making them, however, a bed of boughs of trees, and covering them very thick with

the fame.

As all hands had been employed in endeavouring to move the two blacks to the fire,

and had therefore been expofed to the cold for near an hour and a half, fome of them
began to be afflided in the fame manner as thofe they went to relieve. Brifcoe, another

of Mr. Banks's fervants, in particular, began to lofe his fenfibility. They at length

reached the fire, and there pafTed the night in a very difagreeable manner. The party

that fet out from the fliip confifted of twelve, of whom two were already judged to be
dead : it was doubtful whether a third would be able to return on board ; and Mr.
Buchan, a fourth, who had but juft recovered from fits, feemed threatened with them
again. They had wandered fo far into the internal parts, that the fliip was a long day's

» urney
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journey didant, through an unfrequented wood, in which they might probably hs be-

wildered till night ; aiid being equipped only for a joui-ney of a few hours, they had
not provifions left fufficient to afford the company a iingle meal.

On the 17th, in the morning, at day-break, nothing prefented itfelf to view all

around but fnow, the trees being equally covered with it as the ground ; and the blafts

of wind were fo violent and frequent, that their journey was rendered imprafticable,

and there was much reafon to dread perifliing with cold and famine. However, at

about fix in the morning they were flattered with a dawn of hope of being delivered,

by difcovering the fun through the clouds, which gradually diminifiied. Previous to

their fetting out, meflengers were difpatched to the unhappy negroes, who returned

with the melancholy news of their death.

About ten o'clock, in the morning they fet out on their journey to the fhip, and in

about three hours, to their great altonifhment and fatisfadtion, they found themfelvcs

upon the fliore, much nearer to the fliip than their moil fanguine expectations could
have flattered them. When they took a retrofpe6t of their former route from the fea,

they found that inftead of afcending the hill in a direO; line, they had made a circle

almofl round the country. The congratulations every one on board exprelTed at their

return, can better be imagined than exprefled.

On the 20th, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander made another excurfion into the coun-
try. After walking for fome time, they arrived at a fmall town, confifling of about a
dozen miferable huts, conftrudted without art or regularity, in the form of a fugar

loaf, with a place left open, which anfwcred the double purpofe of a door and chim-
ney. Their bows and arrows were conftruifled with neatnefs and ingenuity : they were
made of wood highly poliflied ; and the point, which was either glafs or Hint, was fitted

with much fkill. Mr. Banks obferved glafs and flint amongfl them unwrought, with
cloth, canvafs, rings, buttons, &c. it was therefore judged, that they travelled at

times to the north, as no fhip had touched at this part of Terra del Fuego for forae

years.

They did not feem to have any form of government among them, nor did there

appear any kind of fubordination. Thefe people appeared upon the whole to be the

out-cafts of human nature, w hofe lives were palled in wandering in a forlorn manner
over dreary waftes ; their only food was fhell-fifli, deffitute of every convenience arifing

from the rudeft art, or even an implement to drefs their food. Such were thefe peo-

ple, who neverthelefs appeared content ; fo little does refinement or luxury promote
happinefs.

The generality of writers, who have defcribed the ifland of Terra del Fuego, have
rcprefentcd it as covered \\ ith fnow, and deftitutc of wood. In this, however, they

are evidently miflaken, and their error mufl have arifen from having vifited it in the

winter feafon, vvhcn it poflibly is covered with fnow. The crew of the Endeavour per-

ceived trees when they were at a confiderable dilhuice from the ifland, and on their

nearer approach, they found the fea coaft and the fides of the hills clothed with an
agreeable verdure. 'I'he fummit of the hills arc barren, but the valleys are rich, and
a brook is to be found at the foot of almolt every hill j the water has a reddilh tinge,

but is not ill tailed, and was fbme of the befl the captain took in during his whole
voyage.

Thurfday, January 26th, Captain Cook weighed anchor, and the weather being

very calm, Mr. Banks failed in a fmall boat to fhoot birds, when he killed fome fheer-

waters and albatrofl'es ; the latter were larger than thofe caught to the north of the

Itrcight ;
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ftrcight ; the fheerwaters were lefs, and their backs darker coloured. The albatrofTes

proved very good eating.

Notwithlhinding the doubling of Cape Horn Is reprefented as a very dangerous

courfe, and that it is generally thought palling through the itreight ol Magellan is

lefs perilous, the Endeavour doubled it with as little danger as the North Foreland on
the Kentilh coaft ; the heavens were fair, the wind temperate, the weather pleafant,

and, being near fliore, they had a very diftindt view of the coaft.

Mr. Banks killed more than fixty birds in one day, and he caught two foreft flies

of the fame fpecies, but never yet defcribed. He alfo found a cuttle-filh, which had
juft been killed by the birds ; it was different from the fillies of this name met with ia

the European feas, having a double row of fliarp talons, refembling thofe of a cat,

which iffued or retra£led at will. This fifh made excellent foup.

Saturday, the 25th, on account of a fquabble about a bit of feal Ikin which he had
taken in a frolick, but which was reprefented to his officer as a theft, one of the ma-
rines, a young fellow about twenty, threw himfelf overboard, and was drowned.

About ten o'clock, Tuefday, April 4th, Peter Brifcoe, fervant to Mr. Banks, difco-

vered land to the fouth, about three or four leagues diftant. The captain immediately

hauled up for it, and found it to be an ifland of an oval form, with a lake or lagoon in

the centre, that extended over the greateft part of it ; the border of land which fur-

rounded the lake was in many places low and narrow, efpecially towards the fouth,

where the beach confided of a reef of rocks ; three places on the north fide had the

fame appearance. Captain Cook came within a mile on the north fide, but though he

caft a line of one hundred and thirty fathom, he found no bottom, and could not meet
with any anchorage. There were feveral natives vifible on fliore ; they feemed tall,

with remarkable large heads, which might probably be increafed by feme bandage
;

theii-|hair was black, and their complexions copper colour. There appeared along the

beach, abreaft of the fliip, fome of thefe inhabitants, with pikes or poles in their hands,

which feemed twice the height of themfelves. They at this time appeared naked
;

but when they retired, upon the fhip's pafling the iiland, they put on a covering of a

light colour.

Captain Cook faw land again in the afternoon to the north-weft. He reached it by
fun-fet, when it appeared a low ifland covered v/itli wood, in form circular, about a

mile in circumference. No inhabitants were vifible, nor any cocoa-nut trees, though

the Endeavour had reached the fliore within half a mile
;

yet the ifland appeared co-

vered with verdure of various tinges. This ifland, which is diftant from that of La-

goon, about feven leagues north, fixty-two weft, the gentlemen on board named
Thrumb Cap.

On the 5th, they difcovered ,to the weft a low ifland, which appeared to be inha-

bited, and at three o'clock they came up with it. This land now feemed divided into

two iflands, or rather colleftions of iflands, their extent being near nine leagues. The
two largeft were divided from each other by a ftreight of near half a mile in breadth.

On the loth, upon their looking out for the ifland to which they were deftined,

they faw land a-head. I'he next morning it appeared very high and mountainous,

and it was known to be King George the 'fhird's Ifland, fo named by Captain Wallis,

but by the natives called Otahteite. The calms prevented the Endeavour from ap-

proaching it till the morning of the 12th, when a breeze fpringing up, before eleven

feveral canoes were making towards the fliip ; only a few approached, and the people

on board thofe that came the neareft would not come on board Captain Cook. Each
canoe
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canoe had in It young plantains, and branches of trees, as tokens of peace and friend-

fhip ; and they were handed up the fides of the fhip by the people in one of the canoes,

who made fignals in a very exprefTivo manner, intimating, that they defired thefe em-

blems of pacification fhould be placed in a coiifpicuous part of the (hip : and they were

accoi-dingly ftuck among the rigging, at which they telHfied their approbation. Their

cargoes confifted of cocoa-nuts, bananas, bread-fruit, apples and figs, which were

very acceptable to the crew, and were then purchafed.

In the evening they opened the north-welt point, and faw York Ifland, fo named by

the crew of the Dolphin. They lay off and on all night, and in the morning of the

13th they entered Port Royal Harbour, in the ifland of Otaheite, and anchored within

half a mile of the Ihore. A great number of the natives immediately came off in their

canoes, bringing with them bananas, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, apples, and fome hogs,

which they bartered with the fliip's crew for beads and other trinkets.

The tree that bears the bread-fruit is about the fize of the horfechefnut ; its leaves

are near a foot and a half long, in fhape oblong, refembling, in almofl every refpecl,

thofe of the fig-tree ; its fruit is not unlike the Cantaloupe melon, either in fize or

fhape ; it is inclofed in a thin (kin, and its core is as large as a perfon's thumb ; it is

fomewhat of the confiftency of new bread, and as white as the blanched almond ; it

divides into parts, and they roalt it before it is eaten ; it has little or no taffe. An
elderly man, named Owhaw, who was known to Mr. Gore and others, who had vifited

this ifland with Captain Wallis, came on board ; and as he was confidered a ufeful man,

the captain endeavoured to gratify all his enquiries. Captain Cook now drew up feveral

ncceflTary rules for the regulation of traffic with the inhabitants, and ordered that they

fhould be pundtually obferved.

When the fliip was properly fecured, the captain went on fhore with Mr. Banks and

Dr. Solander, a party under arms, and their friend the old Indian. They were

received on fhore by fome hundreds of the natives, who were flruck with fuch awe,

that the firft who approached crept almoft upon his hands and knees. He alfo pre-

fented to them branches of trees, the ufual fymbol of peace. This fvmbol was received,

on the part of the Englifli gentlemen, with demonftrations of fatisfadion and friend-

fliip ; and noticing, that each of the Iiiaians held one of thefe branches in his hand,

they gathered fome, and followed the example of the natives.

They were conduced by the old Indian, accompanied by his countrymen, towards

the place where the Dolphin had watered. Here, the ground being cleared, the chiefs

of the natives threw down their boughs, and the captain and his companions followed

the example, after having drawn up the marines, who, marching in order, dropped

their branches upon thofe of the Indians. When they came to the watering-place, the

Indians intimated that they hud their permiflion to occupy that ground, but it was not

fuitcd to their purpofe. In the courfe of this walk, and a circuit through the woods,

the Indians had got rid of their timidity, and became familiarized. On the way they

received beads and other fmall p/efents, at which they exprelled great pleafure.

The whole circuit was near tour miles, through groves, confilling of trees of cocoa-

nuts and bread-fruit ; beneath which trees were the habitations of the natives, con-

lifling of only a roof, dollitute of walls. In this peregrination the gentlemen were not

a little difappointed at finding very few fowls or hogs. Captain Cook was informed by

fuch of the party as had been here with the Dolphin, that none of the people hitherto

feen were of the firfl rank, and they imagined the Queen's refidence was moved, no
traces remaining of it. Next morning, before they left the fhip, feveral canoes came
about her, filled with people, whole drcfs denoted them of the fuperior tlais : two of

8 thefe
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thefe came on board, and each of them fixed upon a friend ; one of them chofe Mr.
Banks, and the other Captain Cook. The ceremony confifted of taking off their

clothes in great part, and putting them upon their adopted friends. This conipliment

was returned, by prefenting them feme trinkets. They then made figns for thefe gen-

tlemen to go with them to the place of their abode ; and the captain being defirous of
meeting with a more convenient harbour, and knowing more ot the people, readily

affented. Accordingly the captain, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solandcr, with the Indians and
other friends, got into two boats. About three miles diftance they landed, among
feveral hundreds of the natives, who conducted them to a large houfe. Upon their

entrance they faw a middle-aged man, named Tootahah, who, as foon as they were
feated, ordered a cock and hen to be produced, which he prefented to Mr. Banks and
the captain, as well as a piece of perfumed cloth ; which compliment was returned by a

prefent fi-om Mr. Banks. They were then conducted with great civility to feveral

large houfes, conflrutted in the fame manner as thofe already defcribed ; the ladies, fo

far from fhunning, invited, and even prefled them to be feated. Whilft they were
afterwards walking along the fliore, they met, accompanied by a great number of

natives, another chief, named Tubora Tumaida, with whom they fettled a treaty of

peace, in the manner before defcribed. Tubora Tumaida intimated, he had provifions,

for them if they chofe to eat, and they accordingly dined heartily upon bread-fruit,

plantains, and fifli.

In the courfe of this vifit, Tomio, the wife of the chief, placed herfelf upon the

fame mat with Mr. Banks, clofe by him ; but flie not being young, nor appearing ever

to have poilefled many charms, to thefe caufes may be afcribed the little attention this

gentleman paid her ; and Tomio received the additional mortification of Mr. Banks's

beckoning to a pretty girl, who, with fome reluftance, came and feated herfelf by him.

The Princefs was fomewhat mortified at the preference given to her rival, neverthelefs

fhe continued her affiduities to him. This whimfical fcene was interrupted by an event

of a ferious nature. Dr. Solander having difcovered that he had loft an opera-glafs, he

complained to the chief, and interrupted the convivial party. This complaint was en-

forced by Mr. Banks's darting up and ftriking the butt-end of his mufquet on the

ground, which ftruck the Indians with a panic, and they all precipitately ran out

of the houfe, except the chief, and a few others of the fuperior clafs.

The chief -appeared much concerned at this accident, and gave us to underftand,

with an appearance of great probity, that he would endeavour if poflible to have the

glafs recovered ; but that if this could not be done, he would make the dodlcr com-
penfation, by giving him as much new cloth, of which he fhewed large quantities, as

Ihould be thought equal to its value. The cafe however was in a little time brought,

and the glafs itfelf foon after. After this adventure was amicably terminated, they

returned to the fliip about fix o'clock in the evening.

Saturday the 15th, in the morning, feveral of the chiefs, one of whom was very

corpulent, came on board, bringing with them hogs, bread-fruit, and other I'efrefh-

ments ; in exchange they gave them hatchets, Hnen, beads, and other trinkets ; but fome

of them took the liberty of ftealing the top of the lightning chain. This day the

captain, attended by Mr. Banks and fome of the other gentlemen went afhore to fix on
a proper fpot to ereft a fmall fort for their defence during their ftay on the ifland ; and
the ground was accordingly marked out for that purpofe, a great number of the

natives looking on all the while, and behaving in the moll peaceable and friendly manner.

Mr. Banks went a fhooting in the woods, fome marines and a petty officer being

appointed to guard the tent in the interim j feveral of the natives accompanied the

gentlemen
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igentlemcn in this exciirfion. Upon crofling a little river Mr. Banks perceiving feme
ducks, fired, and killed three. The Indians were ftruck with the utmofl; terror at this

event, which occafioned them to fall fuddenly to the ground, as if they had been fhot

at the fame time ; they recovered, however, prcfently from their fright, and continued

their march. Before this party had gone much further, they were alarmed by the

difcharge of two pieces, fired by the tent-guard. Owhaw, after calling together the

captain's party, difpcrfcd ail the Indians except three, who broke branches of trees, as

pledges ot their fidelity. Upon their return to the tent, it appeared, thjt an Indian had
taken an opportunity to fnatch away one of the centinel's mufquets ; whereupon a

young midfhipman, under whofe command the party was, very imprudently ordered

the marines to fire, which they did immediately amongft the thickeft of the fugitive

Indians, in number above a hundred, feveral of whom were wounded ; but as the

criminal did not fall, they purfued and fhot him dead.

When Mr. Banks heard of the affair, he was greatly difpleafed with the guard, and
he ufcd his utmofl endeavours to accommodate the difference ; and through the media-

tion of an old man, prevailed on many of tlie natives to come over to them, bringing

plantain-trees, their ufual fignal of peace, and clapping their hands on their brealls,

they cried Tyau, which fignifies friendfhip.

Few of the natives appeared next morning upon the beach, and not one of them
came on board. From hence Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen concluded, that

their apprehenfions were not entirely removed, more efpecially as even Owhaw had
forfaken them. The captain, in confequence of thefe difagreeable appearances, brought
the fiiip nearer to fliore, and moored her fo as to make her broadfide bear on the fpot

which had been marked for erefting the fort. The captain went on fhore in the

evening, \vith fome of the gentlemen, when the Indians allembled round them, and
they trafficked together in a friendly manner.

The fort began to be erected on the i8th. Some of the company were employed
in throwing up intrenchments, whilft others were occupied in cutting fafcines and
pickets, which the Indians of their own accord cheerfully affifted in bringing from the

woods. Three fides of the fort were fortified with intrenchments and pallifades ; and
on the other, which was flanked by a river, the water- cafks being filled, were placed fo

as to form a breafl-work.

This day the natives brought down fuch quantities of bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts,

that it wasnecefTary to rejecl them, and to intimate to them, that the company would
not want any for two days. Beads were trafficked this day for every thing. Mr.
Banks's tent being got up, he, for the firft time, llcpt on fhore. No Indian attempted

to approach it the whole night ; however, a precaution had been taken to place proper
fentinels about it.

Mr. Mcinkhoufe, the furgeon, faid he had feen, in his evening walk, the body of the

man who had been fliot at the tent. It was dcpofited in a fhed, clofc to the houfe
where he had refided when alive. The corpfe was placed on a bier, the frame of which
.was wood, with a matted bottom, fupported by pofls about five feet high. The corpfe

was covered with a mat, and over that a white cloth ; by its fide lay a wooden mace,
and towaids the head two cocoa-nut fliells ; towards the feet was a bunch of green
leaves and fmall dried boughs, tied together and fluck in the ground, near which was
a flone the fize ot a cocoa nut : here was alfo placed a young pUiintain-tree and a ftone

axe. The natives fccmed difpleafed at his approaching the body.

They had a fpccimen of the mufic of the country on the 2 2d ; fome of the natives

performing on flutes, which had only two Hops ; they were blown like the German
VOL. XI. 3 T flute.



^66 CAI'TAIN cook's FIRST VOYAGE.

flute, buf the performer blew with his noftril inftcad of his mouth : feveral others fung,

only one tune, to this inftrument.

Some of the Indians brought the Englifli axes to grind and repair, mofl of which

they liad received from the Dolphin ; but a French one occafioned much fpeculaticn,

and it at length appeared to have been left hero by iVI. de Bougainville.

On the 25th, feveral knives belonging to the officers were milling ; upon which Mr.

Banks, who had loft his among the reft, accufed one of the chiefs with having ftolcn

it, which caufed him to be very vmhappy, as he happened to be innocent of the faft,

Mr. Banks's fervant having miflaid it ; and the reft were produced in a rag by a native.

This chief was fome time before he would forget this accufation, the tears ftarting from

his eyes, and he made figns with the knife, that if he had ever been guilty of fuch an

aQion, as was imputed to him, he would fulFer his throat to be cut. However, in

general, thefe people, from the higheft to the loweft, are the greateft thieves in the

world.

On the 26th, fix fwivel-guns were mounted upon the fort, which put the natives into

great confternation, and caufed feveral fidiermen,' who lived upon the point, to remove

farther off, imagining they were to be fired at in a tew days.

The next day Tubora Tumaida, with a friend, a remarkable glutton, and three of

his women, dined at the fort; after which hefetout for his houfe in the wood. In a

ihort time he returned in much agitation, to acquaint Mr. Banks, that the (hip's

butcher had threatened to cut Ms wife's throat, upon her refufing to fell him a ftone

hatchet, which he had taken a fancy to, for a nail. It clearly appeared he had been

culpable, and he was flogged on board, in figlit of feveral Indians. As foon as the firft

ftrokc was given they interfered, and earneftly intreated that he might be untied. I'his

being refufed, they burft into tears, and fliewed great concern.

During the forenoon of this day, canoes were continually coming in, and the tents at

the fort were filled with people of both fexes. Mr. Molineux, mafter of the Endea-

vour, went on fliore, and feeing a woman, whofe name was Oberea, he declared fhe

was the perfon he judged to be the queen of the ifland, when he came there on board

the Dolphin in the laft voyage.

The eyes of every one were now fixed on her who had made fo diftinguiflied a

figure in the accounts that had been given by the' firft difcoverers of this ifland. The
perfon of the Queen Oberea was of a large make, and tall ; ftie was about forty years

of age, her fkin white ; tier eyes had great expreffion and meaning in them ; fhe had

been handfome, but her beauty was now upon the decline. She was foon condufted

to the ftiip, and went on board, accompanied with fome of her family. Many prefents

were made her, particularly a child's doll, which feemed the moft to engrofs her atten-

tion. Captain Cook accompanied her on ftiore ; and as foon as they landed, fhe per-

fentedhim with a hog, and fome plantains, which were carried to the fort in pro-

ceflion, Oberea and the captain bringing up the rear. They met Tootahah, who,

though not king, feemed to be at this time inverted with fovereign authority. He im-

mediately became jealous of the Queen's having the doll ; which made them find it

neceflTary to compliment him with one alfo.

On Saturday :29th, in the forenoon, Mr. Banks paid a vifit to Oberea, who was ftill

afleep under the awning of her canoe, whither he went with an intention of calling

her up. Upon entering her chamber, to his great furprize, he found her in bid with

a handfome young fellow, about five-and-twenty ; upon which he immediately retired

with fome precipitation, not a little difconcerted at this difcovery ; but he was foon

given to underftand, that fuch amours were by no means confidered fcandalous,

8 and
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Mid that Obadie, the pcrfon found in bed with the Queen, was by every one known to

liave been ielefted by her as the object of her lafcivious hours. The Queen foon got
up and drefled herfelf to wait upon Mr. Banks.

'1 he next day, Sunday, the 30th, Tomio came running to the tents, and taking

Mr. Banks by the arm, to whom they appHed in all emergent cafes, told him that

Tubora Tumaida was dying, owing to fomething which had been given him to eat by
his people, and prayed him to go inftanlly to hiin. Accordingly Mr. Banks went,

and found the Indian very fick. He was told, that he had been vomiting, and had
thrown up a leaf, which they faid contained fome of the poifon which he had taken.

Upon examining the leaf, Mr. Banks found it to be nothing more than tobacco, which
the Indian had begged of fome of their people. He looked up to Mr. Banks, while

he was examining the leaf, as if he had not a moment to live. Mr. Banks, now know-
ing his diforder, ordered him to drink of cocoa-nut milk, which foon reftored him to

health, and he was as cheerful as ever.

On the I ft of May, Captain Cook produced an iron adze, made in imitation of

one of their (lone ones, which had been brought home by Captain Wallis, and
fhewed it to Tootahah, who took fuch a fancy to it, that notwithflanding he was offered

the choice of any of the things that were in his cherts, he fnatched it up with the

greatefl eagernefs, and would accept of nothing elfe. The fame day a chief, who had
dined on board a few days before, accompanied by fome of his women, who ufed to

feed him, came on board by himfelf, and w hen dinner was on table, the captain helped

him to fome viduals, thinking upon this occafion he would condefcend to feed himfelf;

but he never attempted to eat, and had not one of the fervants fed him, he would cer-

tainly have gone without his dinner.

In the afternoon they took the aftronomical quadrant, with fome other inflruments,

on fhore.

On Tuefday, the 2d, having occafion to ufe the quadrant, to their great aftonifli-

ment and concern it was milling ; this was the more extraordinary, as a fentinel had
been ported the whole night within a few yards of the tent in which it had been de-

pofited ; and it had never been taken out of the cafe in which it was packed. Their
own people were at firrt fufpeftcd, imagining they might have miftaken the contents

for articles ufed in traflic. They fearched the fort and the adjacent places, and a con-

fiderable reward was offered, as the lofs of this inftrument would have rendered it

impofTible for them to have made the ncceflary obfervations refpeding the tranfit,

one of the principal objcds of their voyage. After every fruitlefs fearch had been
made, Mr. Banks, accompanied by Mr. Green and fome other gentlemen, fet out for

the woods, where he thought he might gain fome intelligence of the robbery, if it had
been committed by the natives. In the courfe of their journey they met Tubora
Tumaida, with a few of the natives, who was made by figns to underrtand, that fome
of his countryiucn had ftolen the quadrant, and Mr. Banks infirted upon being con-

dufled to the place where it was concealed. Accordingly, they proceeded together

a few miles, and, after fome enquiry, Tubora Tumaida received information of the

thief, and that he was to be found at a place about four miles diltant.

Having obtained from Captain Cook a party of men armed as guards, they pro-

cccdcd to the fpot, and were met by one of Tubora Tumaida's own people, with part

of the quadrant ; foon after^vards the box in which it bad been packed, containing

the other part^ of ir, was recovered. It had received no material injury, though taken

to pieces,

3 T 2 On
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On Wednefday the 3d, in the morning, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander attended as

•ufual to purchafc provilions, but the Indians brought nothing to market ; nor could

they procure any trt)m ibme fifhing-boats which came abreaft ot the tents, though they

were in great want of cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit.

Their provifions now were extremely fcarce, and the markets ill fupplicd. Next
day. with fome difficulty, Mr. Banks obtained a few bafkets of bread-fruit from Tu-

bora Tumaida in the woods, which were a very feafonablo relief. An axe and fhirt

were fent for this day by Tootahah, in return for his two hogs, which they promifcd to

bring him the next day. If they had not complied with this requefl, they could have

fcarcely procured any provifions. •

After his lending again early in the morning, on Friday 5th, Mr. Banks and

Dr. Solander, with the captain, let out in the pinnace, taking one of Tootahah's people

with them. They foon reached Eparre, the place where he dwelt, which was but a

few miles to the weft of the tents. Upon their arrival, they found great numbers of

people upon the fliore waiting for them. They were immediately conducted to the

chief, whilft the natives fliouted round them, Taio Tootahah, " Tootahah is your friend."

They found him fitting under a tree, and fome old men ftanding round him. As foon

as he had made figns tor them to fit down, he aiked for his axe, which Captain Cook
prefented to him, with a fhirt and a broad cloth garment, with which he feemed greatly

pleafed ; and put the garment on. After eating a mouthful together in the boat, they

were conducted to a large area, or court-yard, on one fide of his houfe. where an

entertainment was provided for them, confifting of wreftling. The chief fat at the

upper end of the area, with feveral of his principal men on each fide of him, by way
of judges, from whom the conquerors received applaufe.

Ten or twelve combatants entered the area, and after many fimple ceremonies of

challenging each other, they engaged, endeavouring to throw one another by dint of

ftrengthj then feizing hold of each other by the thigh, the hand, the hair, or the

clothes, they grappled without the leaft art till one was thrown on his back ; this cohj-

queft was applauded by fome words from the old men, and three huzzas.

A man with a ftick, who made way for them when they landed, officiated here as

mafter of the ceremonies, keeping order" among the people.

When this entertainment was at an end, they were informed that fome hogs and a
quantity of bread-fruit were preparing for their dinner ; which intelligence was the more
agreeable, as their appetites were at this time exceedingly keen. But inftead of dining

cither on fhore or on board of the boat, they had the mortification of going as far as

the (hip, by the defire of the chief.

As foon as the chief was known to be on board the ffiip, the people brought plenty

of bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, and other provifions to the fort.

On Tuefday 9th, in the forenoon Oborea paid them a vifit, accompanied by her
favourite Obadee ; fhe prefented them with a hog and fome bread-fruit.

The forge being now fet up, and frequently at work, became not only a new fubjed

of admiration to the Indians, but affiarded the captain an additional opportunity of cori/-

ferring obligations on them, by permitting the finith, during his leifure hours, to con-

vert the old iron, which they were fuppofed to have procured from the Dolphin, into,

different kinds of tools.

The natives, after repeated attempts, finding themfelves incapable of pronouncing
the names of the Englilh gentlemen, had recourfe to new ones formed from their own
language. Mr. Cook was named Toote j Hicksj Hete j Gore, Toura ; Solander, To-
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lano ; Banks, Opana ; Green, Treene j and fo on for the greateft part of the fhlp's

crew.

As Mr. Banks was fitting in his boat, trading with them as ufual, on Friday the

1 2th, a very extraordinary ceremony was performed by fome ladies who were ftrangers,

to whom the refl of the Indians giving way on each fide, and forming a paiTage, they
advanced in proceflion towards Mr. Banks, to whom they prefented fome parrots fea-

thers, plantains, and other plants. They then brought a large bundle of cloth, con-
fifling of nine pieces, which being divided into three parcels, one of the women, who
appeared to be the principal, ftepping on one of the parcels, puUed up all her clothes

as high as her waift, and then, with an air of unafFefted fimplicity, turned round three

times. This ceremony fhe repeated in the fame manner on the other two parcels of
cloth, and the whole being then prefented to Mr. Banks, the ladies went and faluted

him ; in return for which he made them fuch prefents as he thought would gratify

them the moft.

The next evening Mr. Banks was under the difagrceable neceflity of reprimanding,

in very flrong terms, TuboraTumaida, for having the infolence tofnatch his gun from
him, and firing it in the air ; a thing which furprifed Mr. Banks greatly, as he imagined
him totally ignorant of the ufe of it. And as their fafety depended on keeping them
in that flate, he told hiin, with threats, that his touching his piece was the greateft of
infults. The Indian made no reply, but fet off with his family to his houfe at Eparre.

He being an ufeful man, Mr Banks, accompanied by Mr. Molineux, thought fit to go
after him, anJ thcv found him among a number of people, greatly dejected. How-
ever, as Mr. Banks judicioufly caufed all animofity to ceafe, they brought him back to

fupper ; after wl.ich, the chief and his wife both flcpt in Mr. Banks's tent. One of the

natives, not intimidated by their prefence, attempted that very evening to fcale the walls

of the fort, but was prevented by the fentinel. Thefe Indians could not refift making
attempts to fteal the iron and iron tools within the works.

On the evening of the 14th, feveral of the officers were witneffes to an entertain-

ment of a very extraordinary nature, which confided of the mofl indecent ads of lewd-

nefs. For example, a young fellow cohabited in public with a girl about eleven or
twelve years of age, without the Icaft fenfe of fliame : and what is ftill more extraor-

dinary, Oberea, with feveral other females of the firft rank, were prefent during the
whole time.

On Monday the 1 5th, Mr. Banks detected Tubora Tumaida in having ftolen fome
nails. Mr. Banks having a good opinion of this chief, was willing to put his fidelity

to the teft, and fcvfral temptations were thrown in his way, among the refl a bafket of

nails, which proved irrefiftiblc. He confeifed the fad, and upon Mr. Banks's infifting

upon reflitution, he declared the nails were at Eparre ; this occafioned high words,
and at length the Indian produced one of them. He was to have been forgiven upon
reft:oring the relt, but not having refolution to fulfil his engagement, he fled with his

furniture and family before night.

On the 17th, one of the natives who came in the morning to fieal fome cafks, it not

being the firil offence, the fentinel fnapped his gun at him, but, it miffing fire, he efcaped.

On the 27th of May, Tootahah being removed to a place called Atahourou,
Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, Captain Cook, and fome others, fet out in the pinnace to

pay him a vifit; after making prefents of a few trifling articles, thjy were invited to

ftay the night. Mr. Banks having accepted a place in Oberea's canoe, left his compa-
nions in order to retire to refl. Notwitlillanding the care Oberea took of his clothes^

by
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by having tlicra In her own cuftody, thf^y were ftolcn, with his piflols, powder-horn,

and many other things that were in his -waiftcoat pockets. The alarm was given to

Tootahah, who flept in the next canoe, and who went with Oberea in fearch of the

thief, leaving Mr. Banks with only his breeehes on, and his mufket uncharged. 'I'hey

ioon returned, but without fuccefs ; Mr. Banks thought proper to put up with the

lofs for the prefent. He judged it now neceflary to get up and try to find his con\-

panions ; he firft went to the hut, where Captain Cook and three oi his affociates lay,

and began to relate his melancholy tale ; but inftead of receiving much comfort from

them, he was told, that they had fhared the fame fate, having loll their ftockings and

jackets.

In their return to the boats, they were greatly amufed by feeing fome Indiams fwim-

ming for their diverfion, amidft a furf which no European boat could have lived in,

or the beft fwimmer in Europe have faved himfelf from drowning, had he by accident

been expofed to its fury.

Some Indians from a neighbouring ifland, to which Captain Waliis gave the name
of Duke of York's Ifland, informed them of more than twenty iflands in the neigh-

bourhood of Otaheite.

They now began to make preparations for obferving the tranfit of Venus, and, from
the hints which Captain Cook had received from the Royal Society, he fent out two

parties to make obfervations from different fpots, that in cafe they failed at Otaheite,

they might fucceed elfewhere ; they employed themfelves in preparing their inflru-

ments, and inllructing fuch gentlemen with the ufe of them, as were to go out. And
on Thurfday the ift of June, the next Saturday being the day of the tranfit, they fent

the long boat to Eimayo, having on board Mr. Gore, IVIr. Monkhoufe, and Mr. Sporing,

a friend of Mr. Banks ; each furniflied with neceffary inftruments by Mr. Green.

Mr. Banks and feveral of the Indians went out with this party. Others were difpatched

to find out a convenient fpot, at fuch a diftance from their principal ftation, as might

fuit their purpofe.

Thofe who went to Eimayo in the long boat, after rowing befl: part of the night, by
the help of fome Indians on board a canoe, which they hailed, found a proper fituation

for their obfervatory upon a rock, which rofe out of the water, about one hundred and
forty yards from the ihore ; where they fixed their tents, and prepared the apparatus

for the following day's obfervation.

On Saturday, the 3d, as foon as it was light, Mr. Banks left them to go to the

ifland for frefli provifions. As he was trading with the natives who belonged to Tarrao,

the King of the ifland, His Majefty arrived with his fifl:er, whofe name was Nuna, in

order to pay him a vifit. It being cuftomary among tliefe people to be feated during

their conferences, Mr. Banks fpread on the ground his Indian cloth turban, that he
wore inflead of a hat, on which they all fat down. After this the royal prefent was
brought, confifl:ing of a hog, a dog, fome cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &c. A mellenger

was difpatched by Mr. Banks for an adze, a fliirt, and fome beads, and they were
prefented to His Majefliy, who received them with much pleafure. Tubora Tumaida
and Tomio, Indians who had gone with iVIr. Banks upon the expedition, came from
the obfervatory : Tomio, faid to be related to Tarrao, brought him a long nail, and a

fhirt for Nuna, by way of prefents. Mr. Banks returned to the obfervatory with Tarrao,

Nuna, and three beautiful young women, their chief attendants. He fliewed them
the tranfit of Venus over the fun, and informed them, that he and his companions had
come from their own country folely to view it in that fituation.

The
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The produce of this ifland, according to the infpeftion of Mr. Banks, proved to be

much the fame as that of Otaheite, the people alfo refembling thofe of that ifland ;

many of them he had feen upon it, who were well acquainted with the value of the

trading articles.

Both the parties which were fent out, made their obfervations with great fuccefs.

They neverthelefs differed in the accounts of the times of the contads more than might
have been imagined. ^

Mr. Green's account was as follows

:

Hours. Min. Sec.

The firft external contact, or firfl: appearance of Venus on ) IS
the ion, was 3

^
. r B.

The firft internal contact or total immcrfion was 9 44 4 J 03

The fecond internal contact, or beginning of the ini- ) „ q 1
'*'

merfion j "^
r" 5

The fecond external contact, or total immerfion 3 32 1° 3 §
Latitude of the obfervatory ly'^ 15' 29" ?

Longitude 149'' 32' 30* weft of Greenwich.
While they were viewing the tranfit of Venus, fome of the fliip's company broke

into one of the ftore-rooms, and ftolc a quantity of fpike nails. As the circulation of
thefe nails might have been highly detrimental to them, ftrift fearch was made, and
one of the thieves was detctted. lie had only a few in his cuftody ; but was however
puniflied with two dozen lafhes.

There having been a fcarcity of bread-fruit for fome days, an enquiry was made of

the caufe, and the reafon the Indians gave was, that there being a great crop, the fruit

iiad been gathered to make a fort of four pafte, which the natives call mahie, which,
after fermentation, will keep a long time, and fupply them in times of dearth.

Complaint was made on Alonday, the 12th, to the captain, that the Indians had loft

fome bows and arrows, and firings of plaited hair ; the afl'air was enquired into,

and the fad being well attefted, two dozen laflies were inflided upon the failors who
had ftolen them.

An iron coal-rake for the oven being ftole in the night of the 14th, and many other

things having at different times been taken by the Indians, the captain judged it of fome
confequcnce, if pofTible, to put an end to thefe pradices, by making it their common
intereft to prevenr it. He had already given ftrict orders that the fentinels Ihould not

fire upon them, even if they were detected in the fact. About twenty-feven of their

double canoes with fails were juft come in with cargoes of fidi, which the captain

feized, and then gave notice, that unltfs the rake, and ;dl the oihcr things, which
had at different times been ftolen, were returned, the veflels fliould be burnt. The
captain had, indeed, no fuch dcfign, as will appear by the event. The menace pro-

duced no other effect than the reflitution of the rake, all the other things remaining

in their pofl'eflion. At length the captain thought proper to give up the cargoes, as

the innocent natives were in great diftrefsfor want of them; and at laft, to prevent

cunfufion, from the difTiculry of afcertaining to whom the different lots belonged, he
promiled alfo to releafe the canoes.

About this time anoiher event had nearly involved the Englifti in a quarrel with the

Indians. The captain having fent a boat on ftiore to get ballalt, the ofllcer not meeting

immediately with what he wanted, began to pull down one of their fepulchral buildings

;

this mealure was ftrenuoully oppoled by the Indians. Mr. Banks, having received

intelligence
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intelligence of the affair, repaired to the fpot, and the matter was foon amicably

terminated, there being flones fiifficient found eilewhere.

On the 19th, in the evening, foon after dark, while the canoes were detained by

the captain, Oberea the queen, and feveral of her attendants, paid the gentlemen a

vifit. She came from Tootahah's palace in a double canoe, and brought with her a

hog, bread-fruit, and other prefents, among which was a dog 5 but none of the things

that had been flolen ; thofe, flie pleaded, had been taken away by her gallant Obadee,

for which {he had beaten him. She was defirous of fleeping with her attendants in

Mr. Bank's tent ; but this being refufed, fhe was obliged to pafs the night in her

canoe.

The next morning the Queen returned to the fort. Two of her attendants were very

earned in getting themfelvcs hufl«nds, in which they fucceeded by means of the

furgeon and one of the lieutenants. They feemed very agreeable till bed-time, and

determined to lie in Mr. Bank's tent, which they nccordingly did, till the furgeon

having fome words with one of them, Mr. Banks thrufl her out, and flie was followed

by the refl:, except Otea Tea, who cried for fome tinie, till he turned her out alfo.

This had like to have become a ferious affair, a duel being talked of between Mr. Banks

and Mr. Monkhoufe; but it was happily avoided. Dogs are efteemed here more
delicate eating than pork ; as thofe bred to be eaten tafte no animal food, but live

entirely upon vegetables ; and the experiment was tried. Tupia undertook to kill and

drefs one, which he did, by making a hole in the ground and baking it. It was deemed

a very good dilh.

They were vifited on the sift, at the fort, by many of the natives, who brought

various kinds of prefents, and among the refl Oamo, a chief of feveral diftrids on the

ifland, whom they had never before feen, who brought with him a hog. This chief

was treated with great refpe£l; by the natives, and was accompanied by a boy and a

young woman. The boy was carried upon a man*s back, though he was very able to

walk. Oberea and fome other of the Indians went out of the fort to meet them, their

heads and bodies being firfl uncovered as low as the waift. This was confidered as

a mark of refpefl ; they had not noticed it before, but judged it was ufually fliown to

perfons of diftinguiflied rank among them. Oamo entered the tent, but the young
woman, who was about fixteen, could not be prevailed upon to accompany him,

though Ihe feemed to combat with her curiofity and inclination. Dr. Solander took

the youth by the hand, and conduced him in ; but the natives without, who had pre-

vented the girl's entrance, foon found means to get him out again.

The curiofity of Mr. Banks and the other gentlemen being excited from thefe cir-

cpmftances, they made enquiry who thefe Itrangers were, and were informed that

Oamo was Oberea's huftand, but that by mutual confent they had been for a confider-

able time feparatcd ; and that the youth and girl were their offspring. The boy was

named Terridiri, and was heir apparent to the fovereignty of the ifland; and he was to

efpoufe his filter as foon as he had attained the proper age.

Monday, June 26th, early in the morning, the captain fet out in the pinnace, ac-

companied by Mr. Banks, to circumnavigate the ifland. They failed to the eaflward,

and in the forenoon they went on fliore, in a part of the ifland under the government
of Ahio, a young chief, who had often vifited them at their tents. They alfo found

here fome other natives of their acquaintance. They then proceeded together to the

harbour, wherein M. Bougainville lay when he vifited this ifland, and were fhewn the

.
ground
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ground on which he fixed his tent, and the watering-place. They alfo met with Orctte,

a chief, who was their particular triend, whofe brother went away with M. Bougainville.

Having taken a fnrvey of this harbour, and a large bay near which it is fituated,

they propofed going to the oppofite fide of the bay, but Titubaola, who was their con-

duftor, not only refufed to accompany them, but endeavoured to diffuade the captain

and P>Ir. Banks from going, faying, " That country was inhabited by people who
were not fubjecls to 1 oolahah, and who would deflroy them all." This information

did not, however, prevent the execution ot their defign ; and upon loading their

pieces with ball, Titubaola took courage to go with them. They rowed till it was

dark, when they reached a narrow neck of land that divided the illand into two pe-

ninfulas, which arc diftinft governments. As they were not yet got into the hoftile

part of the country, they agreed to fpend the night on fliore, where they were pro-

vided with fupper and lodging by Ooratooa, the lady who paid her compliments to

]\Ir. Banks in fo remarkable a manner at the fort.

In the morning they purfued their paffage for the other government. They landed in

a diflrict which was governed by a chief, named Maraitata, the " burying-place of men,"

and his father was called Pahair<?de, " the dealer of boats." Notwithftanding their

names were lb ominous, they gave the captain and Mr. Banks a very civil reception ;

furniflied them with provifions, and fold them a large hog for a hatchet. The curiofity

of the natives was foon excited, and a crowd gathered round the Englifh gentlemen ;

but they faw only two people whom they knew. They then advanced till they reached

the diftrift, which was under the dominion of the principal chief, or king, named
Waheatua, who had a fon ; but it was not known in whofe hands the fovereign power

was lodged. Having continued their journey along the fhore for a confiderable way,

they at lafl faw the chief, and wich him an agreeable young woman about two-and-

twenty, named Toudidde. They were not unacquainted with her name, as they had

often heard it mentioned by the natives ; and they had great reafon to fuppofe flie was

the Queen of this peninfula.

In palling through this part of the ifland, they found it better cultivated, and more
improved than any they had hiiherto met with ; though the houfes were but few, and

thofe very fmall, yet there were a great number of canoes which excelled any they had

fccn, both in fize and workmanfliip. Notwithftanding the fertility of the country,

provifioii of every kind was very fcarce.

Towards the fouthernmoft part of the ifland they found a good harbour, formed by

a reef, and the circumjacent country remarkably fruitful.

They landed again a little further to the ealt. Mathiabo, the chief, with whom they

had no acquaintance, nor had ever feen before, foon came to them, and fupplied them

with cocoa-nuts and bread-fruit . They purchafed a hog for a glafs-bottle, which he

took in preference to every other thing that was offered him. They faw here a turkey.

cock and agoofe, which the Dolphin left on the ifland ; they were remarkably fat, and

feemed to be greatly admired by the Indians.

A very uncommon fight prefentcd itfelf in a houfe near this place ; feveral human
jaw-bones were faftened to a board of a femicircular form ; they feemed freih, and had

not loft any of their teeth. Mr. Banks could obtain no explanation of this myftery.

They quitted this place, and arrived in a bay on the north-weft fide.

Several canoes came oft' here with fome very beautiful women, who appeared to be

defirous of their going on ftiorc, to which they readily affented. They met with a

friendly reception from the chief, whofe name was Wiverou, who gave diredions to

fome of his people to aftift them in drefling their provifions, which were now very

VOL. xi. 3 u plentiful.
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plentiful, and they flipped at Wiverou's houfe, in company with Mathiabo. Part of

the houfe was allotted for them to fleep in, and foon alter fupper they retired to reft.

Mathiabo having obtained a cloak from Mr. Banks, under pretence of ufing it as a

coverlet when he lay down, immediately made oft' with it, unperceived by that gentle-

man or his companions. News however of the robbery was foon brought them by
one of the natives ; in confequcnce of which intelligence they fet out in purfuit of the

thief, but had proceeded a very little way before they were met by a perfon bringing

back the cloak, which Matiabo had'given up through tear.

The houfe, upon their return, was entirely dcferted, and about four in the morning
the fentinel gave the alarm that the boat was mifling. Mr. Banks and the captain were

greatly aftonifhed at this account, and ran to the water fide ; but though the morning
was clear and ftar-light, no boat was vifible. Their fituation was now extremely ter-

rifying ; the party confifting of but four, with a fmgle mufKet and two pocket-pi ftols,

without a fpare bail or a charge of powder. After remaining in this diftrefsfui ftate of

anxiety for a confidcrable time, dreading the advantage the Indians would take of it,

to their great joy, the boat, which had been driven away by the tide, returned ; and
Mr. Banks and his companions no fooner breakfafted than they departed.

This place is fituated on the north fide of Tiarrabou, the fouth-caft peninfula of.the

ifland. It is fertile and populous, and the inhabitants every where behaved with civil-

ity. The laft diflrift in Tiarrabou, in which they landed, was governed by a chief

named Omoe. lie wanted a hatchet, but they had not one with them. He would
not trade for nails, and they embarked, the chief accompanying them. After going

about three miles, the captain met with forae of Omoe's people, who had got with

them a very large hog. The chief agreed to exchange the hog for a large axe and a

nail, and to bring the beaft to the fort in Port Royal Bay. This refolution he came to

after confulting his wife ; and Mr. Banks judged the exchange to be very advantageous

to the Englifli, as the hog was a remarkably fine one.

At this place they fiiw ore of theEatuas, or gods ; it was made of wicker work, and
refembled the figure of a man ; it was near feven feet in heighth, and was covered with

black and white feathers ; on the head were four protuberances, which the natives

called Tate ete, or little men. Here they took leave of Omoe.
They were now near the diftrift, named Paparra, which was governed by Oamo

and Oberea, where they intended to fpend the night. Mr. Banks and his company
landed about an hour before it was dark, and found that they were both fet out to pay

them a vifit at the fort. They neverthelefs llept at the houfe of Oberea, which, though

not large, was very neat ; no inhabitant but her father was now in pofleflion of it, vvha

fliewed them much civility. They took this opportunity of walking out to a point,

upon which they had obferved, at a diftance, fome trees called Etoa, which ufually

grow on the burial-places of thefe people. They call thefe burying-grounds Morai,

which are alfo places of worfhip. I'hey here faw an immenfe edifice, which they found

to be the Moral of Oamo and Oberea, which was by far the moft confiderable piece of

architefture to be found in the ifland.

It confifted of an enormous pile of ftone-work, raifed in the form of a pyramid,

with a flight of ftejis on each fide, fomething after the manner of thofe little buildings,

which are commonly erected in England to place the pillars of fun-dials upon ; it was

near two hundred and feventy feet long, and about one third as wide, and between

forty and fifty feet high.

The
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The foundation confided of rock-ftones, the ftcps of conil. and the tipper part of

Yound pebbles, all of the fame Ihape and fize ; the rock and coral-ftones were all

fquared with the utmoft neatnefs and regularity, and the whole building appeared as

compaft and firm, as if it had been creeled by the beil workmen in Europe. As the

Indians were totally deftitute of iron utenfils to Ihape their ftones, as well as mortar to

cement them, when they had made them fit for ufe, a ftruclure of fuch height and

magnitude muft have been a work of infinite labour and fatigue.

In the centre of the fummit was the reprefentation of a bird, carved in wood ; clofe

to this was the figure of a fifli, which was in ftone. This pyramid made part of one

fide ot a wide court or fquare, the fides of which w?re nearly equal ; the whole was

walled in, and paved with flat ftones. Within this place grew (notwithftanding it was

in this manner paved) feveral plantains, and trees which the natives call Etoa. At a

little diftance to the weft of this edifice was another paved fquare, which contained fe-

veral finall ftages, calk-d by the natives Ewattas, which appeared to be altars ; upon
them they place provifions, as facrifices to their gods. Mr. Banks afterwards obferved

whole hogs placed upon thefe ewaitas, or altars.

The inhabitants of the ifland of Otahcite, feem in nothing fo defirous of excelling

each other as in the grandeur and magnificence of their fepulchres j and the rank and

authority of Oberea was forcibly evinced upon this occafion. The gentlemen of the

Endeavour, it has been obferved, did not lind Oberea poilelfed of the fame power as

when the Dolphin was at this place, and they were now informed of the caule. The
way from her houfe to tile Moral, was by the fea-fide, and they obferved, in all places

as they palled along, a great number of human bones. Inquiry being made into the

caufe of this extraordinary fight, they were informed, that about four or five months
before Captain Cook's arrival, the inhabitants of Tiarrabou, the peninfula to the fouth-

eaft, made a dcfccnt here, and flew many of the people, whofe bones were thofe that

were feen upon the coaft : that hereupon Oberea, and Oamo who then held the go-

vernment for his fon, had fled and taken refuge in the mountains ; and that the vic-

tors deftroyed all the houfes, and pillaged the country. Mr. Banks was alfo informed,

that the turkey and goofe which he had feen in the diftritl of Mathiabo were among
the booty. This afforded a reafon for their being found where the Dolphin had little

or no correfpondcnce ; and the jaw-bones being mentioned, which had been feen

hanging in a houfe, he was informed, that they had likewife been carried off" as tro-

phies, the jaw-bones of their enemies being confidered by the natives of this ifland as

marks of triumph equally as great as fcalps are by the Indians in North America.

On Friday, the 3cth, they arrived at Otahourou, where their old acquaintance

Tootahah relided ; he received them with great civility, and provided for them a good

fupper, and a convenient lodging ; and notwithftanding they were fo fliamefuUy plun-

dered the laft time they flept with this chief, they fpcnt the night in the utmoft fecurity,

none of their clothes, or any other article, being mifling in the morning.

On Saturday, July ift, they returned to the fort at Port Royal harbour; having

difcovcrcd the ifland, both peninfulas included, to be about one hundred miles in cir-

cumference.

Tiieir Indian friends crowded about them upon tiielr return, and none of them came
without provifions.

Monday, the 3d, Mr. Banks made an excurfion, with fome Indian guides, to trace

the river up the valley to its fource, and obferve to what extent its banks were inha-

bited. After meeting with houfes for the fpace of fix miles, they came up to one
which was faid to be the laft that could be feen. The mailer of it prefented them with

3 u a cocoa-
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cocoa-nuts and other fruits ; and after a fliort vifit, they continued their walk. In

this tour they often paffed under vauhs, formed by rocky fragments, in which, they

were informed, that thofe who were beniglued often took refuge. During this tour he

had a fine opportunity of fearching for minerals among the rocks, which were almofl

on all fides naked ; he found, however, not the finalleft appearance of any kind of

mineral. The Itones, every where refcmbling thofe of Madeira, gave manifefl: figns

of having been burnt. Thcrc> are alfo evident traces of fire in the clay upon the hills,

both of this and the neighbouring illands.

Mr. Banks was engaged the 4th in planting on each fide of the fort a great quantity

of the feeds of water-melons, oranges, lemons, limes, and other plants and trees which

he had brought from Rio de Janeiro. He gave of thefe feeds 10 the Indians in great

plenty, and planted many of them in the woods : fome of the melon-feeds, which had

been planted foon after his arrival, had already produced plants, which appeared to be

in a very flourifhing ftate.

Preparations were now made for departing. On Friday the 7th, the carpenters were

ordered to take down the gates and pallifadocs of the fort, to be converted into fire-

wood on board the Endeavour, and one of the Indians ftole the ftaple and hook be-

longing to the gate ; he was inflantly purfued, but could not be found ; and foofi after

this, their old friend Tubora Tumaida brought back the ftaple.

They continued on the Sth and 9th to pull down the fort, and their friends flill

vifitcd them.

Captain Cook hoped now to quit the ifland without any farther mifundcrftanding

with the natives ; but in this he was miftakcn. Two foreign failors having been out,

one of them was robbed of his knife, and flriving to recover it, the Indians attacked

and wounded him in a dangerous manner with a (tone ; his companion alfo received a

flight wound in the head. As Captain Cook would have been unwilling to have taken,

farther notice of the tranfaclion, he was not forry the offenders had made their efcape.

Another affair equally difagreeable foon after happened. Between the Sth and 9th in

the evening, two young marines retired fecretly from the fort, and in the morning were

not to be met with. Notice having been given ior all the company to go on board the

next day, and that the flu'p would fail that day or the day enfuing. Captain Cook began

to fear that the marines intended to remain on fhore. He was apprifed, that no effec-

tual fteps could be taken to recover them, without rifking the harmony and good fcl-

lowfhip which at prefent fubfifted between the Englifh and the natives ; and therefore

refolved to wait a day in hopes of their returning.

The loth, in the morning, the marines not being returned, an enquiry was made
after them, when the Indians declared they did not propofe returning, having taken

refuge in the mountains where it was impoflible to difcover them, and that each had

taken a wife. In confequence of which it was intimated to feveral chiefs who were in

the fort with their women, among whom were Tubora Tumaida, Tomio and Oberea,

that they would not be fuffered to quit it till the deferters were produced. Captain

Cook thought this precaution neceffary, as, by concealing them a fhort time, he might

be compelled to go without them. They received the intimation with very little figns

either of fear or difcontent, affuring the captain that the marines fliould be fent back.

In the interim he fent Mr. Hicks in the pinnace to bring Tootahah on board the fliip,

which he executed without giving any alarm. Night coming on, Captain Cook judged

it was not prudent to let the people, whom he had detained as hoftages, remain at the

fort, and he therefore ordered Tubora Tumaida, Oberea, and fome others, to be

brought on board. This gave an unufual alarm, and feveral of them, efpecially the

females
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females, teftified their apprehenfions with great agitation of mind, and floods of tears,

when they were coming on board. Captain Cook went on board with them, Mr.

Banks remaining on ihore with foine others, whom he thought it of lefs importance

to detain.

One of the marines was brought back in the evening by fome of the Indians, who
reported, that the other, and the two people who were fent to fetch them back,

would be detained whilfl Tootahah was confined. Mr. Hicks was immediately difpatched

in the long-boat, with feveral men, to refcue the Englifh prifoners ; at the fame time

Captain Cook told Tootahah, that it was incumbent on him to affirt; them with fome

of his people, and to give orders, in his name, that the men fliould be fet at liberty,

for that he fhould expeft him to anfwer for the event. Tootahah immediately complied,

and this party recovered the men without any oppofition. About feven in the morning,

on the nth, they returned, but without the arms, which had been taken from them
when they were made prifoners : the arms were however brought on board foon after,

and the chiefs were allowed to return on fhore.

At the time the chiefs were fet on fliore from the (hip, thofe at the fort were alfo

rcleafed, and after remaining with Mr. Banks about an hour and a half, they all

returned to their refpective places of refidencc. When the defertcrs were examined,

it was difcovcred that the account which the Indians had given was no way falfe : they

had become fond of two girls, and it was their defign to keep themfelves concealed till

the fliip had fet fail, and continue upon the ifland.

Tupia, whofe name had been often mentioned in this voyage, had been prime minifter

of Oberea, when (he was at the pinnacle of her authority ; he was alfo the principal

prieft of the ifland, and therefore intimately acquainted with the religion of the country.

He was likewife deeply verfed in navigation, and was thoroughly acquainted with the

number, fituation, inhabitants, and produce of the adjacent iflands. He had often

teflificd a dcfire to go with them; and on Wednefday the 12th, in the morning, he

came on board, with a boy about twelve years of age, his fervant, named Taiyota,

and requcfled the gentlemen on board to let him go with them. As it was thought he
would be ufeful to them in many particulars, they unanimoufiy agreed to comply with

liis requeft. Tupia then went on fliore, for the lalt time, to fee his friends, and

took with him feveral baubles to give them, as parting tokens of remembrance.
Thurfday the 13th of July, the fhip was vifited by a multitude of the gentlemen's

friends, and furrounded by nuinberlcfs canoes, which contained the inferior natives.

They weighed anchor about tuelve, and the Indians took leave of the gentlemen on
board, weeping in a friendly and aifefting manner. Tupia fupportcd himfelf in this

fcene with a becoming fortitude ; tears flowed from his eyes, 'tis true, but the effort

that he made to conceal them, did him additional honour. He went with Mr. Banks
to the maft-head, where he continued waving his hand to the canoes as long as they

remained viiible.

According to Tupia's account, the ifland could furnifli above fix thoufand fighting

men, whereby a computation of the number of inhabitants may eafily be made.

The produce of Otaheite is bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, bananas, plantains ; a fruit not

unlike an apple, potatoes, yams, cocoas, fugar-canc, and a variety of other fruits and
vegetables.

They have no European fruits, garden (tuff, or pulfe, nor grain of any fpccies.

Their tame animals ai"e hogs, dogs, and poultry ; there is not a wild animal in the

ifland, except ducks, pigeons, parroquets, and a few other birds , rats being the only

8 quadruped

;
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quadruped ; and there are no ferpcnts. The fea, however, fupplies them with great

varii'ty of excellent fifli.

Wiih rcgai'd to the people, they are in general rather of a larger make than Eu-
ropeans. The males are tall, robufl, and finely fliaped, The females of the fuperior

clafs are likewife generally above our common fize ; but thofe of the lower rank are

rather below it, and fome of them are remarkably little.

Their natural complexion is a fine clear olive, or what we call brunette ; their ikin Is

delicately fmooth and agreeably foft. The fliapc of their faces is in general handfome,
and their eyes are full of fenfibility and expreifion ; their teeth are likewife remarkably
white and regular, and their breath intircly free from any difagreeable fmell ; their hair

is, for the mod part, black. Both fexes always eradicate the hair from their arm-pits,

and they often reproached the Englilh gentlemen with a want of cleanlincfs for not

making ufe of the fame method. Their motions are eafy and graceful, but not

vigorous ; their deportment is generous and open, and their behaviour affable and
courteous.

Both fexes frequently wear a piece of cloth of the manufafture of the ifland tied

round their heads in the form of a turban ; and the women take no little pains in

plaiting human hair into long ftrings, which being folded into branches, are tied on
their foreheads by way of ornament.

They ftain their bodies, by indenting or pricking the flefh with a fmall inftrument

made of bone, cut into Ihort teeth ; which indentures they fill with a dark blue or biackifii

mixture, prepared from the fmoke of an oily nut, burnt by them inftead of candles,

and water ; this operation, which is called by the natives tattaowing, is exceedingly

painful, and leaves an indelible mark on the fkin. It is ufually performed when they

are about ten or twelve years of age, and on different parts of the body ; but thofe

which fuffer moft feverely are the breech and the loins, which are marked with arches,

carried one above another a confiderable way up their backs.

At the operation of tattaowing, performed upon the pofleriors of a girl abput twelve

years of age, Mr. Banks was prefent ; it was executed with an inftrument that had
twenty teeth, and at each a ftroke, which was repeated every moment, ferum mixed
with blood iffued. She bore it with great refolution for feveral minutes ; but at length

the pain became fo violent, that fhe murmured and complained, and then burft into the

moft violent lamentations ; but her operator was inexorable, whilft fome females pre-

fent chid and even beat her. Mr. Banks was a fpectator for near an hour, during

which time it was performed only on one fide, the other having undergone the cere-

mony fome time before ; and the arches upon the loins, which are the moft painful, but
upon which they the moft pique themfelves, were yet to be made.

They clothe themfelves in cloth and matting of various kinds ; the firft they wear in

fair, the latter in wet weather. They are in different forms, no ftiape being preferved

in them ; nor are the pieces fewed together. The women of a fuperior clafs wear three

or four pieces ; one, which is of confiderable length, they wrap feveral times round
their waifts, and it falls down to the middle of the leg. Two or three other Ihort pieces,

with a hole cut in the middle of each, are placed on one another, and their heads coming
through the holes, the long ends hang before and behind, both fides being open, by
which means they have the free ufe of their arms.

The men's drefs Is very fimilar, differing only in one inftance, which is that part of
the garment inftead of falling below the knees, is brought between the legs. This
<lrefs is worn by all ranks of people, the only diftinftion being quantity in the

fuperior
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fuperlor clafs. At noon both fexes appear almoft naked, wearing only the piece of cloth

that is tied round the waift.

The boys and girls go quite naked ; tlie firfl till they are feven or eight years old ;

the latter till they are about five. Their houfcs they feldom ufe but to fleep in, or

to avoid the rain, as they eat in the open air, under the fliade of a tree. Their clothes

fcrve them at night for covering, and there are no divifions or apartments. The mafler

and his wife repofe in the middle, then the married people ; next to thefe the unmarried

females, and at a fmall diftance the men who are unmarried ; and the fcrvants fleep ia

the open air in fair weather. The houfes of the chiefs, however, differ in fome degree ;

there are fome very fmall, and fo built as to be carried in canoes : all fides of them are

inclofed with the leaves of the cocoa-nut ; the air, nevcrthelcfs, penetrates ; in thefe

the chief and his wife alone fleep. There are alfo houfcs which are general receptacles

for the inhabitants of a diftrid. Thefe are much larger.

When a chief kills a hog, which is but feldom, he divides it equally among his

vaffals ; dogs and fowls are more common.
When the bread fruit is not in feafon, they are fupplied by cocoa-nuts, bananas,

plantains, &c.

Their cookery is confined to baking, and their drink is generally water, or the milk

of the cocoa-nuts, though there were inflances in which fome of them drank fo freely

of the Englifli liquors, as to become quite intoxicated ; this, however, feemed to proceed

more from ignorance than defign, as they were never known to repeat a debauch of

this kind a fecond time. They were told, indeed, that the chiefs fometimes became
inebriated by drinking the juice of a plant called Ava, but of this they faw nainftance

during the time they remained on the ifland.

The chiefs generally eat alone, unlefs when vifited by a flranger, who is fometimes

permitted to become a fecond in their mefs ; having nothing to fupply the want of a
tabic, they fit on the ground in the fliade ; leaves of trees being fpread before them,
ferve as a table cloth j their attendants, who are numerous, having placed a baflcet

before the chiefs, containing their provifions, and a cocoa-nut fliell of frefli and fait

water, feat themfelves round them ; they then begin by wafhing their mouth and
and hands, after which they eat a mouthful of bread-fruit and fifh, dipt in fait water

alternately, till the whole is confumed, taking a fup of fait water likewifo between almofl;

every morfel. The bread-fruit and fifli being all eaten, they next have cither plantains

or apples, which tliey never cat without being pared. During this time a loft pafle

is prepared from the bread-fruit, which they fup out of a cocoa-nut fliell ; this finiflies

the meal, and the hands and mouth are again waflied, as at the beginning.

It is aftonifliing how much food they eat at a meal. Mr. Banks and fome other

gentlemen were prefent when one man devoured three fifh the fize of a middling carp,

tour bread-fruits as large as a common melon, thirteen or fourteen plantains i'even or
eight inches long, and above half as big round, and about a quart of the pafl;e made
of bread-fruit.

It is not a little furprifing, that the inhabitants of this ifland, who fecmcd exceedingly

fenfible of the pleafures of fociety, fliould have an univerfal averfion to the Icafl; inter-

courfe with each other at their meals ; and fo rigid are they in the obfervancc of this

unufual cufl:om, that even brothers and fiflers have their feparatc balkfts to contain

thiir provifions, and generally fit fome yards diftance when they eat, with their backs

turned towards each other, not exchanging a fingle word during the whole time of their

repafl: ; the middle aged of fuperior rank ufuaily betake themfelves to fleep after dinner,

but what is remarkable, the older people are not fo lazy j mufic, dancing, wrellling,

6 and
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and fhooting with the bow, or throwing a lance, conflitutc a chief part of their

diverfions.

Flutes, which have been mentioned before, and drums, are the only niufical inflru-

mcnts among them ; their drums are formed of a circular piece of wood, hollow at one

end only, which is covered with the (kin of a fliark, and they are beaten with the

hand inflcad of a flick. Their fongs are extempore, and frequently in rhyme, but

confift of only two lines.

Among their other amufements they have a dance named Timorodee, which is per-

formed by ten or a dozen young females, who put themfelves into the moft wanton
attitudes that can pofTibly be imagined, keeping time during the performance with

the grcatcft nicety and exaQnefs ; from thcfe dances the women are immediately ex-

cluded on their becoming pregnant.

Many of the principal people of this ifland, of each fcx, have united into an affo-

ciation, in which no woman confines her favours to any particular man ; in this manner
they obtain a perpetual variety, no one objeft ever gratifying them but a few days.

The focieties are named Arreoy, the members of which have meetings where the

men aniufe themfelves by wreftling ; and notwithftanding the frequent intercourfe

which the women have with a variety of men, they dance the Timorodee in fuch a

manner as they imagine will moft excite the defires of the male fex, and which arc

often gratified upon the fpot. There are much worfe praftices. In cafe any of the

women prove with child, which in this manner of life feldom happens, they deflroy the

helplefs infant as foon as it is brought into the world, that it may not be a burden to

the father, nor interrupt the mother in the purfuit of her lafcivious amufements.

Natural affection, however, for the child, fometimes happily produces a reformation

in the mother ; but when this happens the child's life is always forfeited, unlefs the

mother can procure a man to adopt it as his child, in which cafe this inhuman murder
is prevented ; but both the man and woman are for ever expelled the fociety. The
woman being particularized by the appellation of Whannownow, " bearer of children,"

which among thefe people, is confidered as a term of the greateft reproach.

Their perfonal cleanlinefs is an objeft that merits peculiar attention. Both fexes

never omit to wafh with water three times a day ; when they rife, at noon, and before

they go to reft. They alfo keep their clothes extremely clean ; fo that in the largeft

comnmnities no difagreeable effluvia ever arifes, [nor is there any other inconvenience

than heat.

The chief manufacture of Otaheite is cloth ; of this cloth there are three different

forts, which are made of the bark of as many different trees, viz. the mulberry, the

bread-fruit, and a tree not very unlike the wild fig-tree, which is found in fome parts of
the Weft-Indies. The mulberry-tree, which the Indians call Acuta, produces the finefl

cloth, which is feldom worn but by thofe of the firft rank. The next fort, which is

worn by the lower clafs of people, is made of the bread-fruit tree, and the coarfefl of
the tree refembling the fig-tree. This laft fort, though more ufeful than the two
former, on account of its keeping out water, which neither of the others will, is

exceedingly fcarce, being manufactured but in fmall quantities.

The cloth becomes exceedingly white by bleaching, and is died of a red, yellow,

brown, or black colour j the firll of which is exceedingly beautiful, and equal, if not

fuperior, to any in Europe.

Matting of various kinds is another confiderable manufacture, in which they excel,

in many refpeCts, the Europeans. They make ufe of the coarfer fort to fleep on, and in

wet weather they wear the finer.

They
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They greatly excel in the bafket and wicker-work ; both men and women emplov
themfelvcs at it, and can make it of a great number of different patterns.

Their fifliing-iines are efteemed the be(t in the world, made of the bark of the erowa,

a kind of nettle which grows on the mountains ; they are flrong enough to hold the

heavieft and mod vigorous fifli, Aich as boneias and albicores ; in (hort, they are

extremeiv ingenious in every expedient for taking all kinds of fifli.

The tools which thefe people make ufe of for building houfes, confl;ru£ling canoes,

hewing ftone, and for felling, cleaving, carving, and polifhing timber, confift of

nothing more than an adze of ftone and a chiflel of bone, molt commonly that

of a man's arm ; and for a file or poliflier, they make ufe of a rafp of coral, and
coral fand.

The blades of their adzes are extremely tough, but not very hard ; they make them
of various fizes, thofe for felling weigh fix or feven pounds ; and others which

are ufed for carving, only a few ounces ; they are obliged every minute to Iharpen them
on a ftone, which is always kept near them for that purpofe.

Some of their fmaller boats are made of the bread-fruit-tree, which is wrought with

much difficulty, being of a light fpongy nature. Initead of planes, they ufe their adzes

with great dexterity. Their canoes are all fliaped with the hand, the Indians not

being acquainted with the method of warping a plank.

They are very curious in the conflrudtion of their boats, the chief parts or pieces whereof

are formed feparately without either faw, plane, chilfel, or any other iron tool, which

renders their fabrications more furprifing and worthy obfervation. They keep thcfe

boats with great care in a kind of fhed, built on purpofe to contain them.

Their language is foft and mufical, abounds with vowels, and is eafy to be pro-

nounced. But whether it is copious, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander were not f^uffi-

ciently acquainted with it to know. As very few either of their nouns or verbs are

declinable, it muft confequently be very imperfed. They found means, however, to

be mutually underftood without much difficulty.

Here the management of the fick falls to the lot of the priefts, and their method of

cure confilts chiefly of prayers and ceremonies, which are repeated till the patients

recover or die.

From their connexion with the Europeans, they have entailed upon themfelves that

dreadful curfe, the venereal difeafe ; which, upon enquiry, evidently appeared to

have been brought among them by the veflfels under the command of Monf. Bougain-

ville. It was called by a name fomewhat fimilar in meaning to rottennefs, but of a

much ftronger import : and they gave a moft fhocking account of the fufferings of

thofe who were firft infefted with it ; telling them, that their nails and hair fell off, and

the flelh even rotted from their bones : and fo greatly were they terrified at the dreadful

effefts of this alarming difeafe, that the infcded perfon was forfaken even by his own
relations, and left to perifh by himfelf, in fuch a ftate of mifery and pain as he had

never before experienced.

The religion of thefe people appeared to be exceedingly myftcrious.

They emphatically ftile the Supreme Being, the Caufer of Earthquakes, but their

prayers are more generally addreffed to Tane, fuppofed to be a fon of the firft pro-

genitors of nature.

They believe in the exiftence of the foul in a foparate ftate, and that there are two

fituatbns, differing in their degrees of happinefs, which they confider as receptacles

for different ranks, but not as places of reward and punilhmept ; they fuppofe that

their chiefs and principal people will have the preference to thofe of inferior rank, as

VOL. XI. 3 X they
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they imagine their aclions no way influence their future ftate, and that their deities takt-

no cognizance of them whatfocver.

The office of pricft is hereilitary ; there are feveral of them, and of all ranks ; the

chief is refpefted next to their Kings, and they are fuperior to the reft of the

natives not only in point of divine knowledge, but alfo in that of navigation and

allrononiy.

'I'he priefts here are no way concci'ncd with the ceremony of marriage, it being a

finiple agreement between the man and woman ; and when they chufe to fcparate, it is

done with as little ceremony as that of their mnrriage.

Slings, with which they are very dexterous, pikes headed with ftone, and long clubS'

made of wood, remarkably hard and heavy, conflitutc their weapons.— With thefe

they fight with great obftinacy and cruelty, giving no quarter to either man, woman,
or child, if they fall into their hands in time of battle.

There is nothing among them fubflituted for money, or a general medium, by which-

every cbjecl may be purchafed or procured ; neither can any permanent good be

unlawfully obtained by force or fraud : and the general commerce with women fets

afide almofl: every excitement for committing adultery. In a word, in a government

fo little poliflicdj though diftributive juftice cannot be regularly adminiftered, as there

can at the fame time be but few crimes for the exercife of it, the want of this juftice is

not fo feverely felt as in civilized countries.

Thurfday, July the 13th, after leaving the ifland of Otaheite, they failed with a:

gentle breeze and clear weather; and were informed by Tupia, that four iflands,.

which he called Huaheine, Ulietea, Otaha, and Bolabola, were at the diftance of about

one or two days fail, and that hogs, fowls, and other refrefhments, which had lately

been fcarce, were to be got there in abundance. They accordingly fleered their courfe

in fearch of thefe iflands, and on Saturday the 15th, difcovered the ifland of Huaheine ;.

and on the i6th, in the morning, they founded near the north-weft part of the ifland,

but found no bottom with feventy fathom. Several canoes immediately put off, but.

they appeared fearful of coming near the fliip, till they faw Tupia, who totally removed
their apprehenfions, and they ventured to come along-fide ; and upon aflurances of

friendfiiip, the King of Huaheine and his Queen went on board. Aftonifhment was
teftified by Their Majefties at every thing that was fliewn to them

; yet they made no
refearches, and appeared fatisfied with what was prefented to their obiervation, making
no inquiry after any other objects, though it was rcafonable to fuppofe, that a building,

of fuch novelty and extent as the fliip muft have afforded many curiofities. The King,

whofe name was Oree, made a propolal to exchange names with Captain Cook, which
was readily affented to. The cuftom of exchanging names is very prevalent in this

ifland, and is confidered as a mark of friendfiiip. I'hey found the people here nearly

fimilar to thofe of Otaheite in almoft every circumftance, except, if Tupia might be
credited, they were not addicted to thieving. Having come to an anchor in a fmall

but fine harbour, on the weft fide of the ifland. Captain Cook went afliore, accom-
panied by Mr. Banks and fome other gentlemen, with Tupia and the King. The inftant

they landed, Tupia uncovered himfelf as low as his waift, and defired Mr. Monkhoufe
to follow his example. Being feated, he now began a fpeech, which lafted about
twenty minutes; the King, who ftood oppofite to him, anfwering in what feemed to be
fet replies. During this difcourfe, he delivered at different times a handkerchief, a

black filk neckcloth, fome beads and plantains, as prefents to their Eatua, or deity.

He received in return, for the Eatua of the Englifh, a hog, fome young plantains, and
two l)«nches of feathers, which were carried on board. Thefe ceremonies were con-

fidered
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fidered as a kind of ratification of a treaty between the Englifh and the Ring of

Huaheine.

They went on fhore again on the i8th without Tupla, but his boy, whofe name was
Tayota, accompanied them ; with feme difficuhy they negotiated for eleven pigs, and
were not without hopes of obtaining more the next morning.

Wednefday the 19th, they carried fome hatchets with them, with which they pro-

cured three very large hogs. As they propofed to fail in the afternoon, the king, ac-

companied by fome others of the natives, came on board to take his leave, when His
Majefty received from Captain Cook a fmall pewter plate, with the following infcrip-

tion :
" His Britannic Majefty's (hip Endeavour, Lieutenant Cook, Commander,

i6th July, 1769." He alfo was prefented with fome medals, or counters, refembling

the coin ot England, and a few other trifles.

This ifland is diftant from Otaheite about thirty leagues, and is about twenty miles

in circumference. Mr. Banks found here a fpccies of fcorpion which he had not feen

before. The people are of a very lazy difpofition, though they are Itouter and larger

made than thofe of Otaheite.

From Huaheine they failed for the ifland of Ulietea, and in the afternoon came
within a league or two of the fliore. They anchored in a bay, which is formed by a
reef, on the north fide of the ifland ; two canoes of natives fc.on came off from the

fliore, and brought with them two fmall hogs, which they exchanged for fome nails

and beads. On the 2orh, Mr. Banks, the captain, and others went on fiiore, accom-
panied by Tupia, who introduced them wiih the fame kind of ceremonies that had
taken place on their landing at Huaheine ; after which Captain Cook took poffeffion of

this and the adjacent iflands in the name of the King of Great Britain.

On the 2 2d and 23d, it being hazy weather with brilk gales. Captain Cook judged

it rather unfafe to put to fea. On the 24th they got under fail, and Iteered to the north-

ward within the reef, towards an opening five or fix leagues difl:ant. In effefting this,

he was in the greateft danger of itriking on a rock ; the man who founded, crying

out on a fudden, two faihom, at which they were much alarmed, but happily got clear

without receiving any damage.

The provifions of this ifland confifl: chiefly of cocoa-nuts, yams, plantains, and a few

hogs and fowls ; that part of the country where they landed is not fo fruitful as eilher

Otaheite or Huaheine.

On the 25th, they were within a league or two of the ifland of Otaha, but the wind
continuing contrary, they could not get near enough to land till the 28th in the morn-
ing, when Mr. Banks and Dr Solander went in the long-boat, with the mafter, to found

a harbour on the eaft fide of the ifland, which they found fafe and convenient, with

good anchorage. They then went on fliore, and purchafed fome hogs and fowls, and
a large quantity of yams and plantains.

This ifland appeared to be more barren than Ulietea, but the produce was much the

fame.

On the 39ih they failed to the northward, and in the afternoon, finding themfelves

to windward of fome harbours that lay on the welt fide of Ulietea, they intended to

put into one of them, in order to flop a leak which they had fprung in the powder-

room, and to fake in fome additional ballaft. The wind being right againft them,

they plied on and off till the afternoon of the ifl of Auguft, when they came to an

anchor in the entrance of the channel which led into one of the harbours.

Wednefday 2d of Auguft, in the morning, when the tide turned, they came into a

proper place for mooring, in twenty-eight fathoms. In tJic interim many of the natives

3x2 came
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came ofT, and brought hogs, fowls, and plantains, which were piirchafed upon vciy

moderate terms.

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander went on (hore, and fpcnt the day very agreeably ; the

natives Ihewing them great refped. Being condufted to the houfcsof the chief people,

thev were received in an uncommon manner. Upon their entrance into a houle, they

found thofe who had ran haftily before them, (landing on each fide of a long mat,

fpread upon the ground, and the family fitting at the further end of it. In one houfe

thev obierved fome very young girls, drefl'ed in the neateft manner, who kept their

places, waiting for the Itrangers to accod them : thefe girls were the moft beautiful the

gentlemen had ever feen.

Before their departure they were entertained with a dance, different from any they

had feen before. The performer put upon his head a large piece of wicker-work,

about four feet long, of a cylindrical form, covered with feathers, and edged round

with fhark's teeth. Having this head-drefs on, which is called a Whou, he began to

dance with a flow motion, frequently moving his head, fo as to defcribe a circle with

the top of his wicker cap, and fometimes throwing it fo near the faces of the bye-

Itanders, as to make them jump back ; this they confidered as an excellent piece of

humour, and it always produced a hearty laugh, when pradifed upon any of the Englifl>

gentlemen.

On the 3d, they faw another company of dancers, confifling of fome of the prin-

cipal people of the ifland. The women's necks, breafts, and arms, were naked ; the

other parts ot the body were covered with black cloth, which was faftened clofe round

them ; and by the fide of each bread, next the arms, was a fmali plume of black

feathers, worn like a nofegay.

Thus apparelled they advanced fideways, keeping time with great exaclnefs to the

drums, which beat quick and loud ; foon after, they began to (hake themfelves in a

very whimfical manner, and put their bodies into a variety of Itrange poftures, fome-

times (landing in a row one behind another, fometimes fitting down, and at others

falling with their faces to the ground, and refting on their knees and elbows, moving

their fingers at the fame time with a quicknefs fcarcely to be credited. The chief

dexterity, however, of thefe dancers, as well as the amufeinent of the fpedators, con-

filled in the lafcivioufnefs of their attitudes and gellures, which decency forbids us to

defcribe.

On Saturday the 5th, fome hogs and fowls, and feveral large pieces of cloth, many
of them being fifty or fixty yards in length, together with a quantity of plantains and

cocoa-nuts, were lent to Captain Cook as a prefent, from the Earee Rahie of a neigh-

bouring ifland called Bolabola, accompanied with a meffage, that he was then on the

ifland, and intended waiting on the captain the next day.

On Sunday the 6th, the King of Bolabola did not vifit them agreeable to his promife ;

his abfence, however, was not in the leafl regretted, as he fent three very agreeable

young women to demand fomething in return for his prefent. After dinner they fet

out to pay the King a vifit on Ihore, as he did not think proper to come on board. As
this man was the Earee Rahie of the Bolabola men, who had conquered this, and were

the dread of all the neighbouring iflands, they were greatly difappointed, inflead of

finding a vigorous, enterprifing young chief, to fee a poor feeble, decrepid old dotard^

half blind, and finking under the weight of age and infirmities. He received them with-

out either that (late or ceremony which they had hitherto metwith among the other chiefs.

They had now plenty of hogs on board, but as they could not be brought to eat

any fort of European grain, or any provender whatever that the Ihip afforded, they

4 were
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were reduced to the difagreeable neceffity of killing them immediately on their leaving,

thofe iflands ; and the fowls all died of a diforder in their head, with which they were
fcized foon after they were brought on board.

As they were detained longer at Ulietea in repairing the fliip than they expelled, they

did not go on fhore at Bolabola ; but, after giving the general name of the Society

Iflands to the whole group, which lie between the latitude of 16° 10', and 16' 55' fouth,

they purfued their courfe, ftanding fouthwardly for an ifland, to which they were
directed by Tupia, at above an hundred leagues diftant, which they difcovered on Sun-
day the 13th, and were informed by him, that it was called Ohiteroa. The next

morning they ftood in for land. When they came near the Ihore, they could perceive

that the inhabitants were armed with lances of a confiderable length. The appearance

of the boat foon drew together a great number of them upon the beach, two of whom
leaped into the water, and endeavoured to gain the boat, but fhe foon left them behind :

feveral others made the fame attempt, but with as little fuccefs.

The boat having doubled the point where they intended to land, opened a large bay,

and difcovered another party of the natives (landing at the end of it, in the fame
manner as thofe they had already feen. The boat's crew rowed towards the fliore,

and began to make preparations for landing, upon which a canoe, with fome of the

natives on board, came off towards them ; they ordered Tupia to acquaint thefe people,

that they did not intend doing them any injury, but wanted to traffic with theui with

nails, which they fliewed them -, this information encouraged them to come alongfide

the boat, and they accepted of fome nails, which were given them, with much apparent

pleafure and fatisfadion : it foon appeared, however, to be nothing more than diirimu-

lation ; for, in a few minutes, feveral of them unexpectedly boarded the boat, with an
intention of dragging her on fliore ; fome mufkets were immediately difcharged over

their heads, which had the defired effeft, all of them leaping direclly into the fea ; and"

as foon as they reached the canoe, they put back to the fliore as fall as they could-

paddle, where a va(t concourfe of their countrymen were allembled to receive them.

The captain faw enough of their difpofition to give up all hopes of cilablifhing a friendly

intercourfe with them, and returned to the (hip.

The people of this ifland are very tall, well proportioned, and have long hair, which,

like the inhabitants of the other iflands, they tie in a bunch on the top of their head ;•

they are likewife tataowed on difFcrcnt parts of their bodies, but not en their pofteriors.

This ifland does not (hoot up into high peaks, like the others which they vifitcd, but

is more level and uniform, and divided into fmall hillocks, fome of which are covered

with groves of trees ; they faw no bread-fruit, and not many cocoa-nut trees, but great

numbers of the tree called etoa, were planted all along tiie (hore.

On the 15th, they failed to the fouthward, and on Friday the 25th, they celebrated

the anniverfary of their leaving England, from whence they had been abfent one year :

a large Chelhire cheefe, which had been carefully preferved for that purpofe, was
brought out, and a barrel of porter tapped, which proved to be as good as any they had
ever drank in England.

On Thurfday the 7th of Oi;"lober, they difcovered land at wefl:-by-north, and in the

afternoon of the next day, they came to an anchor oppofite the mouth of a little river

about a mile and a half from the (hore. The captain, with Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander,

and fome other gentlemen, accompanied by a party of marines, went on (hore in the

evening, in the pinnace and yawl.

Having left the pinnace at the entrance of the river, Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, &C.

proceeded a little farther up, when they landed, and leaving tli^ yawl to the care of

fome
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fome of their boys, went up to a few fmall houfes which they faw at a little diftance.

Taking the advantage of their abfence from the boat, fome of the natives, who had

concealed thcmfelvcs behind the bufhes, fuddenly ruflied out, and ran towards it,

brandifhing the long wooden lances which they had in their hands in a threatening

manner. The cockfwain fired a mufquetoon over their heads, which did not feem to

intimidate them ; he then fired a fecond time over their heads, but with no better

effect ; alarmed at the fituation of the boat, as they were now got near enough to

difcharge their lances at it, the cockfwain levelled his piece at them, and fhot one man
dead on the fpot. Struck with aftonifliment at the fall of their companion, they re-

treated to the woods with the utmofl: precipitation. The report of the gun foon brought

the advanced party back to the boats, and both the pinnace and the yawl immediately

returned to the fliip.

On Monday the 9th, in the morning, a great number of the natives were feen near

the place where the gentlemen in the yawl had landed the preceding evening, and the

greatefl: part of them appeared to be unarmed. The long-boat, pinnace, and yawl,

being ordered out, and manned with marines and failors, Captain Cook, together with

Mr. Banks, the reft of the gentlemen and Tupia went on fliore, and landed on the

oppofite fide of the river, over againft feveral Indians who were fitting on the

ground.

They ftarted up as foon as the gentlemen began to land, and their intentions ap-

peared very hoftile, brandidiing their weapons in the ufual threatening manner ; upon
which a mufket was fired at fome diftance from them, at the effect of which, the ball

happening to ftrike the water,they appeared rather terrified, and defifttd from their

menaces. The marines being drawn up, the captain, with four or five of the gentle-

men and Tiipia, advanced nearer to the fide of the river; Tupia fpoke to them, and

informed them, that they wanted to traffic with them tor provifions. They readily

confented to trade, and requefted the Englhh gentlemen to crofs the river and come
over to them ; which was agreed to, upon condition that the natives would quit their

weapons ; but this the moft folemn affurances of friendfhip could not prevail on
them to comply with.

The gentlemen in their turn intreated the Indians to come over to them, which

after fome time they prevailed on one of them to do; he was prefently followed by
feveral others, bringing their weapons with them. They did not appear to fet any

great value on the beads, iron, &c. which was prefented to them, nor would they give

any thing in return ^ but propofed to exchange their weapons for thofe belonging to

the Engliih, which being confequently objeGed to, they endeavoured feveral times to

fnatch them out of their hands. But their attempts to feize the arms were repeatedly

fruftrated, and Tupia, by diredtion of the gentlemen, gave them notice, that any fur-

ther offer of violence would he punilhed with inftant death. One of them had, ne-

verthelefs, the audacity to fnatch Mr. Green's hanger, and retiring a few paces, flou-

rilhed it over his head ; he, however, paid for his temerity with his life, Mr. Monk-
houfe firing at him with a mufquet loaded with ball ; and that gentleman afterwards,

with great difficulty recovered the hanger, one of the Indians endeavouring to feize it.

This behaviour of the natives, added to the want of frefh water, induced Captain

Cook to continue his courfe round the head of the bay. He was ftill in hopes of

getting fome of the Indians on board, and by prefents added to civil ufage, convey

through them a favourable idea of the Englifh to their fellow-countrymen ; and thereby

fettle a good correfpondence with them. Soon after an event occurred, though

attended with difagreeable circutijftances, that promifed to facilitate this defign. Two
I canoes
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canoes appeared making towards land, and Captain Cook propofed intercepting them
with his boats. One ot them got clear ofl", but the Indians in the otlier, finding it im-

pofliblo to efcapc the boats, began to attack them with their paddles : this compelled

tlie Endeavour's people to fire upon them, when four of the Indians were killed, and

the other three, who were youths, jumped into the water, and endeavoured to fwim to

ihore : they were however taken up and brought on board. They were at firfl

greatly terrified, thinking they fliould be killed ; but Tupia, by repeated aflTurances of

friendlhip removed their fears, and they afterwards eat very heartily of the fhip's pro-

vifions. When they retired to reft, in the evening, they appeared perfectly eafy in

their minds, and (lept very quietly. The next morning, after they were drefied and

ornamented, according to Uie mode of the country, with necklaces and bracelets.

Captain Cook propofed fetting them on fhore, that they might give a favourable report

to their countrymen of the reception they had met with. They teftitied much fatis-

faflion when told ihey were going to be releafed ; the names of thefe boys were I'aahou-

range, Koikerange, and Maragovete. They informed Captain Cook, that there was a

particular kind of deer upon ihe ifland, likewife taro, eapes, romara, yams, a kind of

long pepper, bald coote, and black birds.

On the 1 ith Captain Cook fet fail, in hopes of finding a better anchoring place, after

giving this bay (called by the natives Toaneora) the name of Poverty Bay ; and th»

fouih.welt point he called Young Nick's Head, on account of its being firlt perceived

by a lad on board named Nicholas Young.
Captain Cook gave the name of Cape Table to a point of land about feven leagues

to the fouih of Poverty Bay, its figure greatly refcmbling a table ; and the ifland, called

by the natives Teahowry, he named Portland Ifland, it being very fimilar to that of

th'' fame name in theBriiifh Channel.

On the 1 ith fevcral Indians came off in a canoe ; they were disfigured in a ftrange

manner, danced and fung, and appeared at times to be peaceably inclined, at others to

menace hoflilities ; but notwithftanding'i'upia ftrongly invited them to come on board,

none of them would quit the canoe. Whiift the Endeavour was getting clear of the

fhambles, five canoes full of Indians came off, and feenicd to threaten the people on

board, by brandifhing their lances, and other hoftile gefturcs ; a four pounder, loaded

with grape-fhot, w as therefore ordered to be fired, but not pointed at them. This had

the defired efl'ect, and made them drop aftern. Next morning nine canoes full of

Indians came from the fhore, and five ot them, after having confulted together, pur-

fued the Endeavour, apparently with a hoftile defign. Tupia was defired to acquaint

them that immediate deftrudion would enfuc, if they perfevered in their attempts;

but words had no influence, and a four pounder, with grape fliot, was fired, to give

them fome notion of the arms of their opponents. They were terrified at this kind

of reafoning, and paddled away fafter than they came.

The following day, Sunday the 1 5th, in the afternoon, a large canoe, with a number'

of armed Indians, came up, and one of them, who was remarkably clothed with a

black fkin, found means to defraud the captain of a piece of red baize, under pretence

of bartering the (kin he had on for it. As foon as he had got the baize into his pof-

feflion, inltead of giving the (kin in return, agreeable to his bargain, he rolled them

up together, and ordered the canoe to put off from the fhip, turning a deaf ear to-

the repeated remonftrances of the captain againft his unjull behaviour. After a fhort

time this canoe, together with the filhing-boats which had put off at the lame time,

came back to the fliip, and trade was again begun. During this fecond traffic with

the Indians, one of ihcm une.xpecledly leized Tupia's little boy Tayota, and pulling-

him



^28 CAPTAIN cook's HRST VOYAGE.

him him into his canoe, inftantly put her off, and paddled away with the utmofl fpecd
;

feveral mufquets were immediately difchargcd at the people in the canoe, and one of

them receiving a wound, thev all let go the boy, who before was held down in the

bottom of the canoe. Tayota, taking the advantage of their confternation, immediately

jumped into the fea, and fwam back towards the Endeavour. He was taken on board

without having received any harm ; but his ftrength was fo much exhauflTed with the

weight of his clothes, that it was with great difficulty he reached the fliip. In confe-

quence of this attempt to carry off Tayota, Captain Cook called the cape off which it

happened Cape Kidnappers. Its dillance from Portland Ifland is about thirteen leagues,

forming the Ibuth point of a bay, which the captain named Hawke's Bay, in honour of

Sir Edward, who then prefided at the Admiralty board.

As every circumftance that tends to elucidate the manners and cuftoms of thefe

people muft attrad: the attention of the curious reader, we cannot omit Tayota's beha-

viour upon recovering from his fright, occafioned by his being kidnapped. He pro-

duced a fifli, and acquainted Tupia, that he defigned to make an offering of it to his God,

or Eatua, as a teftimonial of his gratitude for his deliverance. Tupia approved of his

intention, and by his dire£tion the filh was caft into the fea. This is an evident proof,

that even thefe unenlightened favages, by the mere impulfe of nature, believe in the

exiftence of a particular providence.

The Endeavour now paffed a imall ifland, white and high, fuppofed to be inhabited

only by fifliermen, as it appeared quite barren, and was named Bare Ifland. On the

17th, Captain Cook gave the name of Cape Turnagain to a head-land. This cape is

remarkable for a ftratum of clay of a bright brown colour ; its prominence gradually

diminiflies towards the north fide, but to the fouth its defcent is not fo regular.

The land between this cape and Kidnapper's Bay is unequal, and refembies the

high downs of England. There appeared numerous inhabitants, and feveral villages.

Wednefday the i8th, the Endeavour came abreaft of a peninfula in Portland Ifland,

named Terakako, when a canoe with five Indians came up to the fliip. Two chiefs

who were in this canoe came aboard, where they remained all night, and were treated

with great civility. The chiefs would neither eat nor drink, but the fervants made up

for their mafters' abftinence by their voracious appetites. The three boys had given

thefe natives an account of the hofpitality and liberality of the Englifli, which had

prevailed upon them to pay this vifit.

Thurfday the 19th, the Endeavour paffed a remarkable head-land, which Captain

Cook named Gable-End Foreland. It is diftiinguiflied by a rock, in the fliape of a

church fpire, which is very near it. Here three canoes came up, and one Indian came

on board ; he received fome fmall prefents, and retired to his companions. He wore

a new garment of white filky flax, with a border of black, red, and white.

Many of the Indians had pieces of green fl:one round their necks, by way of neck-

laces ; they were tranfparent, like an emerald, and appeared, on examination, to be a

fpecies of nephritic ftone, of which all their ornaments of this kind confilfed, Mr.

Banks and the other gentlemen obtained feveral pieces of it.

On the 20th they anchored in a bay, about two leagues to the north of the foreland.

The natives in canoes invited them hither, and behaved very amicably. There ap.

peared to be two chiefs, who came on board. They received prefents of linen, which

gave them much fatisfa£lion ; but they did not hold fpike-nails in fuch eftimation as

the inhabitants of fome of the other iflands. The captain, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander,

went on fliore, and were courteouily received by the inhabitants, who did not appear

in numerous bodies to avoid giving offence. The captain had the pleafure to find frefli

water
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water, in the courfe of a tour round the bay. They remained on fliore all night, and

next day Mr. Banks and the doftor difcovered feveral plants, and many birds, particu-

larly quails and large pigeons. Dogs with fmall pointed ears, and very ugly, were tha

only tame animals among them. They have fweet potatoes, like thofe of North
America, in great quantities ; and the cloth plant grows here fpontaneoufly. There is

plenty of fifli in the bay, fuch as crabs, cray-fifh, and fhip-jacks or horfe-mackerel,

which are larger than thofe upon our coafls.

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander vifited their houfes, and were kindly received. Fifh

conftituted their principal food at this time, and the root of a fort of fern ferved

them for bread, which, when roafted upon a fire, and diverted of its bark, was fweet

and clammy ; in tafte not difagreeable, but unpleafant from its number of fibres. Ve-

getables were, doubtlefs, at other feafons very plentiful. The women paint their faces

red, which fo far from increafing, diminiflies the very little beauty they have. The
men's faces were not in general painted, but fome were rubbed over with red ochre

from head to foot, their apparel not excepted. Though they could not be compared
to the inhabitants of Otaheite for cleanlinefs in general, they furpalTed them in this

refped in fome particulars. Every dwelling was fupplied with a privy, and thev had
dunghills for depofiting dirt and filth. The women wore a girdle made of the blade

of grafs under a petticoat, and to this girdle was tied in front a bunch of fragrant

leaves. They feemed to hold chaftity in but little edimation, many of the young
females reforting to the watering place, where they bountifully bellowed every favour

that was requefted. One of the officers on fliore meeting with an elderly woman,
he accompanied her to her houfe, and having prefented her with fome cloth and beads,

a young girl was fingled out, and he was given to underftand he might retire with her.

Soon after an elderly man, with two women, came in as vifitors, and with much form-

ality faluted all the company, according to the cufl:om of the place, which is by
gently Joining the tips of their nofes together. Several of the Indians went on board,

and teuified their curiofity and furprife with regard to the different parts of the fhip.

Sunday the 22d, in the evening, they failed from this bay, which by the natives is

called Tegadoo. The wind being contrary, they put into another bay a little to the

fouth, called by the natives Tolaga, in order to complete their wood and water, and
extend their corrcfpondence with the natives.

On the 24th, Mr. Gore and the marines were fent on fliore to guard the people em-
ployed in cutting wood and filling water. Captain Cook, Mr. Banks, and the doctor

alfo went on fliore ; the two latter employed themfelves in collctting plants. In their

route they found in the vales many houfes uninhabited, the natives refiding chiefly in

flight flicds on the ridges of the hills, which are very fl;eep. In a valley between two
very high hills they faw a curious rock that formed a large arch, oppofite to the fea.

This cavity was in length above feventy feet, in breadth thirty, and near fifty in height

;

it commanded a view of the hills and the bay, which had a very happy eflFeft. Indeed

the whole country about the bay is agreeable beyond defcription, and if properly cul-

tivated would be a mofl: fertile fpot. Upon their return, they niet an old man, who
entertained them with the military excrcife of the natives, which are performed with

the patoo-patoo, and the lance. The former is ufed as a battle-axe ; the latter is ten

or twelve feet in length, made of extreme hard wood, and fliarpcned at each end.

A flake was fubftitutcd for their old warrior's fuppofed enemy ; he firlt attacked him
with his lance, when, having pierced him, the patoo-patoo was ufed to demolilh his

head, and the force with which he ftruck would at one blow have fplit anv man's

Ikull. Their tataowing is done very curioufly in various figures, which makes their

VOL. XI. 3 y fkin
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ikin refemble carving ; it is confined to the principal men, the females and fervants ufing

only red paint, with which they daub their faces, that othervvife would not be difagree-

able. Their cloth is white, glofly, and very even ; it is worn principally by the men,
though it is wrought by the women, who, indeed, are condemned to all the drudgery

and labour.

In converfation with the natives, it was found they eat their enemies after they are

killed in war. Captain Cook and Dr. Solandcr went on the 27th to infpeft the bay,

when the doftor was not a little furprifed to find the natives in polTefljon of a boy's

top, which they knew how to fpin by whipping it, and he purchafed it out of curiofity.

At the watering-place, the Indians by defire fung their war-fong, which was a ftrangc

medley of (houting, fighing, and grimace, at which the women afllfted. The next day

Captain Cook and the other gentlemen went upon an ifland at the entrance of the bay,

and met with a canoe that was fixty-feven feet in length, fix in breadth, and four in

height ; her bottom, which was fharp, confifted of three trunks of trees, and the fides

and head were curioufly carved. Their favourite figure is a volute, or fpiral, which is

fometimes fingle, double, and triple, and is done with great exaftnefs, though the

only inftruments the gentlemen faw were an axe made of ftone, and a chiffel.

There are many beautiful parrots, and great numbers of birds of different kinds,

particularly one whofe note refembled the European black-bird ; but here is no groUnd-

fowl or poultry, nor were there any quadrupeds, except rats and dogs, and thefe were
not numerous. The dogs are confidered as delicate food, and their Ikins ferve for

ornaments to their apparel.

Sunday, Oftober 29th, they fet fail from this bay, which is called by the natives

Tolaga. This is a very hilly country, though it prefents the eye with an agreeable

verdure, various woods, and many fmall plantations. Mr. Banks met with a great

number of trees in the woods, quite unknown to Europeans. The fire-wood refembled

the maple-tree, and produced a gum of whitifh colour. The only roots they met with

were yams and fweet potatoes.

Sailing to the northward, they fell in with a fmall ifland, about a mile diflant from
the north-eafl point of the main ; and this being the moft eaflcrn part of it, the cap-

tain named it Eaft Cape, and the ifland Eafl Ifland : it was but fmall, and appeared

barren. In the evening of the 30th, Lieutenant Hicks difcovered a bay, to which his

name was given. Next morning, about nine, feveral canoes came oflFfrom fliore with

a number of armed men, who appeared to have hoflile intentions. Before thefe had
reached the fhip, another canoe, larger than any that had yet been feen, full of armed
Indians, came ofl^, and made towards the Endeavour with great expedition. The cap-

tain now judging it expedient to prevent, if poflible, their attacking him, ordered a

gun to be fired over their heads ; this not producing the defired efFeft, another gun
was fired with ball, which threw them into fuch confternation, that they immediately

returned much fafl:er than they came. This precipitate retreat induced the captain to

give the cape off which it happened the name of Cape Runaway. Next morning, at

day-break, they faw between forty and fifty canoes along fhore, many of which came
off in the manner they had done the day before, fliouting, and menacing an attack.

One of their chiefs in the largeft of the canoes made feveral harangues, and by the

menacing flourifh of his pike, feemed to bid the fhip defiance ; but the gentlemen con-

tinuing to invite them to trade, they at laft came clofe alongfide, and the chief who
had been declaiming, after uttering a fentence, took up a ftone and threw it againft

the fide of the fliip, which appeared to be a declaration of hoftilities, as they inflantly

feized their arms. One of them took forae linen that was hanging to dry, and made
off
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ofF with it. A mufquet was fired over his head to make him return, but this did not

prevail ; and even after another was fired at him with fmall fliot, which hit him in the

back, he ftiil perfevered in his defign. Upon this the reft of the Indians dropped
aftern at feme diftance, and fet up their fong of defiance. They did not, however,

make any preparations for attacking the fhip ; but the captain judged, that if he fuf-

fered them to go off without convincing them of his power of avenging the infult,

it might give an unfavourable opinion of the Englifh to the nadves on fliore. He ac-

cordingly fired a four-pounder, which paffed over them, and the effect it had in the

water terrified them fo greatly, that they made to fliore with the utmoft precipitancy.

In the afternoon they defcried a high ifland to the weft, and fome time after perceived

fome other iflands and rocks in the fame quarter ; not being able to weather them be-

fore night came on, they bore up between them and the main land. About feven in

the evening a double canoe, built like thofe at Otaheite, but carved after their peculiar

manner, came up to the fliip, and Tupia entered into a friendly converfation with the

Indians on board ; when, on a fudden, it being now dark, they pelted the fhip with

ftones, and then retreated.

The Endeavour paffed the night under an ifland about twenty miles from the main,

which they named the Mayor. In the morning of the 3d, they gave the name of
the Court of Aldermen to a number of fmall iflands that lay contiguous. The chief,

who governed the diftricl: from Cape Turnagain to this coaft, was named Teratu.

On Friday the 4th, three canoes came along fide with feveral Indians. Thefe canoes

were built very different from the others, being formed of the trunks of fingle trees,

made hollow by burning ; they were not carved, or in any ftiape ornamented. Thefe
Indians were of a darker complexion than the others, but made ufe of the fame modes
of defiance, and threw feveral ftones and fome of their lances into the fliip.

The fame afternoon the Endeavour failed towards an inlet they had difcovered, and
anchored in feven fathom water. She was foon after furrounded by feveral canoes,

and the Indians at firft did not ftiew any figns that they intended committing hoftilities.

One of the Endeavour's people fliot a bird, which the Indians conveyed on board,

without teftifying any furprife at the event. For their civility the captain gave them a

piece of cloth. But this favour had a very oppofite influence to what was expected,

for when it grew dark they fung one of their menacing fongs, and attempted to carry

off the anchor's buoy. Some mufquets were now fired over them, which fcemed

rather to irritate than terrify them, and upon their going off, they threatened to return

the next morning in greater numbers ; they came back however the fame night about

eleven o'clock, in hopes of furprifing the fliip's crew j but finding them on their guard,

they again retired.

In the morning of the 5th, a great number of canoes, with near two hundred men,

armed with fpears, lances, and ftones, made their appearance, fcemingly refolvcd to

attack the fliip, and defirous of boardmg her, but could not determine at what part,

changing their ftations, and paddling round her. Thefe modons kept the crew upon

the watch, in the rain, whilft I'upia, at the requeft of the captain, ufcd every diffuafive

argument he could fuggeft to prevent their carrymg their apparent defigns into exe-

cution ; but his expoftulations did not pacify them, till fome mulkets were fired ; they

then laid afide their hoftile intenrions, and began to trade. They fold two of their

weapons without fraud, but a third, for which they had received cloth, they would not

deliver up, and inftead of paying any attention to the demand that was made of it,

they only laughed at them, and turned their expoftulations into ridicule. As the cap-

3 Y a tain
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tain propofed to {lay fome days at this place, that he might obferve the tranfit of Mer-
cury, he judged it expedient to chaftife thcfe people for their infolence and knavery ;

accordingly fome fmall fliot were fired upon the principal offender, and a mufquet-ball

went throu.jrh his canoe. His companions left him to his fate, without taking the lead

notice of him, though he was wounded, and continued to trade without any difcompo-

fure. They for fome time traded very fairly, but returning to their mal-pra£lices,

another canoe was fired upon, and flruck ; they foon after paddled away, whiUt a round

fliot was fired over them.

Several of the Indians came ofl to the fliip on the 5th, but behaved much better

than they had done the preceding day. They had with them an old man, who had be-

fore teflified his probity and difcretion ; and he appeared to be of fuperior rank to the

reft. He came on board with another Indian, when the captain prefented them with

fome nails, and two pieces of cloth of Englifh manufafture. Tojava (which was the

name of the old man) informed Mr. Banks, that the natives had been in great terror

of the Englifh ; when he was informed, that the captain and his people had no ill de-

fign againlt the Indians, but, on the contrary, wanted to eflablifli a friendly intercourfe,

and to traffick with them. Tojava then acquainted the captain, that they were often

vifited by free-booters from the north, who (tripped them of all they could lay their

hands on, and often made captives of their children and wives ; and that being ignorant

who the Englifli were upon their arrival, the natives bad taken the alarm upon the

fliip's appearing off the coaft, but were now fatisfied of their good intent. Probably,

their poverty and mifery may be afcribed to the ravages of this banditti, who often

ftrip them of every neceflary of life.

The affurances of friendfhip which they had received from the gentlemen on board,

feemed to have a proper influence upon the natives, who were now very tradable and
fubmiffive. In a word, the natives now treated the Englifh with great hofpitality ; a

large fupply of wood and good water was obtained, and the fhip being very foul, was
heeled, and her bottom fcrubbed in the bay.

November the 8th, the Indians fupplied the (hip's crew with as much excellent fifh,

refembling mackerel, as was fufficient for all their dinners, for which they gave fome
pieces of cloth.

A great variety of plants were this day colletled by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander :

they had never obferved any of the kind before.

Early in the morning of the 9th, feveral canoes brought a prodigious quantity of
mackerel, one fort of which was no way different from the mackerel caught on our
coaft. Thefe canoes were fucceeded by many others, equally well loaded with the

fame fort of fifli ; and the cargoes purchafed were fo great, that when falted, they
might be confidered as a month's provifion for the whole ftiip's company.

This being a very clear day, the aftronomer (Mr. Green) and the other gentlemen
landed to obferve the tranfit of Mercury. Whilft the obfervation was making, a large

canoe, with various commodities on board, came alongfide the fhip ; and Mr. Gore,
the officer who had then the command, being defirous of encouraging them to traffick,

produced a piece of Otaheitean cloth, of more value than any they had yet feen, which
was immediately feized by one of the Indians, who obftinately refufed either to return
it, or to give any thing in exchange ; he paid dearly however for his temerity, being
fhot dead on the fpot.

The death of this young Indian alarmed all the reft ; they fled with great precipi-

tancy, and for the prefent could not be induced to renew their traffick with the Englifli.

But
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But when the Indians on fhore heard the particulars related by Tojava, who greatly

condemned the conduft of the deccafed, they feemed to think that he merited his fate.

His name proved to be Otirreeoonooe.

This tranfaftion happened, as has been mentioned, whilfl the obfervation was mak-

ing of the tranfit of Mercury, when the weather was fo favourable that the whole

tranfit was viewed without a cloud intervening. Mr. Green made the obfervation of

the ingrefs, whilft Captain Cook was engaged in afcertaining the time, by taking the

fun's altitude. In confequcnce of this obfervation having been made here, this bay was

called Mercury Bay.

On the loth, Mr. Banks, Dr. Solander, and the Captain, went in boats to infpeft a

large river, that runs into the bay. They found it broader fome miles within than at

the mouth, and interfered into a number of ftreams, by feveral fmall iflands, which

were covered with trees. On the eall fide of the river the gentlemen fhot fome flia'gs,

which proved very good eating.

The Indians fup before fun-i'et, when they eat fifh and birds baked or roafted. A
female mourner was prefent at one of their fuppers ; fhe was feated upon the ground,

and wept incefl'antly, at the fame time repeating fome fentences in a doleful manner,

but which Tupia could not explain ; at the termination of each period fhe cut herfelf

with a !hcll upon her breaft, her hands, or her face ; notwithftanding this fhocking

bloody fpedacle greatly affeded the gentlemen prefent, yet all the Indians faw it with

indifference.

November 1 ith, great plenty of oyfters were procured from a bed which had been

difcovered, and they proved exceedingly good. Next day the fhip was vifited by two

canoes, with unknown Indians ; after fome invitation they came on board, and they all

trafficked without any fraud.

They failed from this bay, after taking pofTeffion of it in the name of the King of

Great Britain on the 15th of November. A number of iflands, of different fizcs,

appeared toward the north-weft, which were named Mercury Iflands. On account of

the number of oyfters found in the river, the captain gave it the name of Oyfler river.

The inhabitants, though numerous, have no plantations ; their canoes are very indiffe-

rently conftirufted, and arc no way ornamented.

Upon this Ihore iron fand is in plenty to be found, which proves that there are mines

of that metal up the country, it being brought down by a rivulet from thence.

On the 1 8th, in tiie morning, the Endeavour fleered between the main, and an

ifland which feemed very fertile, and as extenfive as Ulietea. Many canoes filled with

Indians came along fide, and the Indians fung their war fong ; the Endeavour's people

paying them no attention, they threw a volley of Hones, and then paddled away ; but

they prefeiitly returned and renewed their infulls. However, upon a mufquet being

fired at one of their boats, they made a precipitate retreat.

In the evening they caft; anchor in twenty-three fathom water, and early the next

morning they failed up an inlet. The Endeavour was now in a bay, called by the

natives Ooahaouragee, and Captain Cook, with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, Sec. went

in the boats to the bottom of the bay to examine it, and they did not return till next

morning. At the entrance of a wood they met with a tree ninety-eight feet high from

the ground to the firfl branch, quite flraight, and nineteen feet in circumference ; and

they found ffill larger trees of the fame kind as they advanced into the wood. The

captain called this river Thames, being not unlike our river of that name.

The fhip, at their departure was furrounded with canoes, which induced Mr. Banks

to remain on board, that he might trade with the Indians. Though the traders were

honefl
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honeft in their dealing, there was oneamongrt: them who took a fancy to a half-minute

glafs, but was detected in fecreting it, and he was puniflied with the cat-o'-nine tails.

The other Indians endeavoured to fave him from this piinifhment ; but being oppofed,

they got their arms from the canoes, and fome of the people in them attempted to get

on board. Mr. Banks and Tupia now coming upon deck, the Indians applied to Tupia,

but he having no influence upon Mr. Hicks, the commanding officer, informed them
of the nature of the offender's intended punifhment, which pacified them, as they ima-

gined he was going to be put to death. The criminal not only received twelve lafhes,

but afterwards a drubbing from an old man, who was thought to be his father.

On the 23d they tided it down the river, and on the 24th they lleered along the

fhore, between the iflands and the main, and in the evening anchored in an open bay,

in about fourteen fathoms water. Here they caught a large number of filh of the

fcienne, or bream kind ; from which the captain named this Bream Bay, and the ex-

treme points of it Bream Head. There are numbers of rocks off this bay, which were
called the Hen and Chickens. No inhabitants were vifible ; but from the fires per-

ceived at night, the gentlemen concluded it was inhabited.

Sunday the 26th, Captain Cook continued his courfe flowly along the fliore to the

north. This day two canoes came up, and fome of the Indians came on board, when
they trafficked very fairly. Two larger canoes foon after followed them, and coming
up to the fhip, the people in thera hailed the others, when they conferred together,

and afterwards came along fide of the fhip. The laft two canoes were finely ornamented
with carving, and the people, who appeared to be of higher rank, were armed with

various weapons ; they held in high effimation their patoo-patoos, which were made
of Hone and whalebone, and they had ribs of whale with ornaments of dog's hair,

which were very curious.—Thefe Indians feemed the fuperiors of the others, they

were neverthelefs not free from the vice of pilfering, for one of them having agreed

to barter a weapon for a piece of cloth, he was no fooner in pofTeffion of the cloth than

he paddled away without paying the price of it ; but a mufquet being fired, he came
back and returned the cloth. All the canoes then returned afhore.

The Endeavour pafTed a remarkable point of land, which the captain called Cape
Bret, in honour of the Baronet of that name ; this cape is much higher than any of
the adjacent land. Within a mile to the north-eaft-by-north is a curious rocky ifland;

it is arched, and has a pleafing effeft at a diftance. The natives call this Cape Mo-
tugogogo : it forms a bay to the weft, which contains many fmall iflands, and Captain

Cook named the point at the north-weft entrance Point Pococke. The inhabitants

had the fame itch for cheating as the others. One of the midfhipmen was fo nettled at

being impofed upon, that he had recourfe to a whimfical expedient by way of revenge

;

taking a fifhing line, he threw the lead with fo much dexterity, that the hook caught
the Indian who had impofed upon him by the buttock, when the line breaking, the

hook remained in his pofteriors. Thefe Indians were ftrong and well-proportioned ;

their hair was black, and tied up in a bunch, ftuck with feathers ; the chiefs among
them had garments made of fine cloth, ornamented with dog's flun j and they were
alfo tataowed.

On the 27th, the Endeavour was among a number of fmall iflands, from which
feveral canoes came off; but the Indians, from their frantic geftures, feemed difor-

dered in their minds ; they threw their fifh into the fhip by handfuls, without demanding
any thing by way of barter. Some other canoes alfo came up, and faluted the fhip

with ftones. One of the Indians who was particularly aftive, threw a ftick at one of
the Endeavour's men. It was then judged time to bring them to reafon, and a

mufquet.
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mufquet, with fmall fhot, was fired at him, when he fell down in the canoe. A
general terror was now fpread amongft tliem, and they all made a very precipitate

retreat. Among the fifh obtained from thefe canoes, were cavelles in great plenty,

and for this rcafon the captain called thefe iflands by the fame name.

For feveral days the wind was fo very unfavourable, that the vefiel rather loft than
gained ground. On the 29th, having weathered Cape Bret, they bore away to leeward,

and got into a large bay, where they anchored on the fouth-weft fide of feveral iflands
;

after which the fliip wae furrounded by thirty-three large canoes, containing near three

hundred Indians, all armed. Some of them were admitted on board and Captain

Cook gave a piece of broad cloth to one of the chiefs, and fome fmall prefents to the

others. They traded peaceably for fome time, being terrified at the fire-arms, the

eii'eQ. of which they were not unacquainted with ; but whilft the captain was at dinner,

on a fignal given by one of their chiefs, all the Indians quitted the fhip, and they

attempted to tow away the buoy ; a mufquet was now fired over them, but It pro-

duced no effecl ; fmall fhot was then fired at them, but it did not reach them. A
mufquet loaded with ball, was therefore ordered to be fired, and Otegoowgoow (fon

of one of the chiefs) was wounded in the thigh by it, which induced them immediately

to throw the buoy overboard. To complete their confufion a round fhot was fired,

which reached the fhorc, and as foon as they landed they ran in fearch of it. If thefe

Indians had been under any kind of military difcipline, they might have proved a much
more formidable enemy ; but adling thus, without any plan or regulation, they only

. expofed themfelves to the annoyance of fire-arms, whilft they could not poifibly

fucceed in any of their defigns.

The captain, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander landed upon the idand. The gentlemen

were now in a fmall cove, and they were prefently furrounded by near four hundred

armed Indians ; but the captain not fufpeding any hoftile defign on the part of the

natives, remained peaceably difpofcd. The gentlemen marching towards them, drew

a line, intimating that they were not to pafs it ; they did not infringe upon this boundary

for fome time, but at length they fung the fong of defiance, and began to dance,

whilft a party attempted to draw the Endeavour's boats on ftiore. Thefe fignals for

an attack being immediately followed by the Indians breaking in upon the line, the

gentlemen judged it time to defend themfelves, and accordingly the captain fired his

mufquet, loaded with finall ftiot, which was feconded by Mr. Banks Jifcharging his

piece, and two of the men followed his example. I'his threw the Indians into great

confufion, and they retreated ; but were rallied again by one of their chiefs, who
fhouted and waved his patoo-patoo. The dodor now pointed his mufquet at this hero,

and hit him ; this ftopt his career, and he took to flight with the other Indians. They
retired to an eminence in a coUcdive body, and feemed dubious whether they fliould

return to the charge. They were now at too great a diftance for bail to reach them

;

but thefe operations being obferved from the fhip, flie brought her broad fide to bear,

and by firing over them foon difperfed them. The Indians had in this fkirmifli two of

their people wounded, but none killed. Peace being thus reftored, the gentlemen

began to gather celery and other herbs ; but fufpefting fome of the natives were lurking

about with evil defigns, they repaired to a cave, which was at a fmall diftance; here

they found the chief, who had that day received a prefent from the captain; he came
forth with his wife and brother, and fohcited their clemency. It appeared that one of the

wounded Indians was a brother of this chief, who was under great anxiety left the

wound fhould prove mortal ; but his grief was in a great degree alleviated, when he

was made acquainted with the different effefts of fmall fhot and ball : he was at the

fame time affured, that upon any future hoftilities being committed, ball would be

4 ultfd.
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ufcd. This interview terminated very cordially, after fome trifling prefents were made

to the chief and his companions.

The prudence of the gentlemen upon this occafion cannot be much commended.

Had thefc four hundred Indians boldlyjuflied in upon them at once with their weapons,

the mufquetry could have done very little execution ; but fuppofing twenty or thirty

of the Indians had been wounded, for it does not appear their pieces were loaded with

ball, but only fmall (hot, there would have remained a fufficient number to have

maflacred them, as it appears they do not give any quarter, and none could have been

expcfted upon this occafion.—It is true, when the fhip brought her broad-fide to bear,

{he min-ht have made great havock amongft the Indians 5 but this would have been too

late to fave the party on fhore.

Being again in their boats, they rowed to another part of the fame ifland, when

landing and gaining an eminence, they had a very agreeable and romantic view of a

great number of iflands, well inhabited and cultivated. The inhabitants of an adjacent

town approached unarmed, and teftificd great humility and fubmiflion.—Some of the

party on fhore, who had been very violent for having the Indians puniflied for their

fraudulent conduft, were now guilty of trefpafles equally reprehenfible, having forced

into fome of the plantations, and dug up potatoes. The captain upon this occafion

Ihewcd ftrifl: juftice, in punifliing each of the offenders with twelve lafhes ; one of them

being very refraftory upon the occafion, and complaining ot the hardfhip, thinking an

Englilhman bad a right to plunder an Indian with impunity, was flogged out of his

opinion with fix additional lafhes. Probably, his adding, " that in this he had only-

followed the example of his fuperiors," might have had no little weight in procuring

him this lafl fentence.

On Tuefday the 5th, in the mornmg, they weighed anchor, but were foon becalmed,

and a flrong current fetting towards the fliore, they were driven in with fuch rapidity,

that they expefted every moment to run upon the breakers, which appeared above

water not more than a cable's length diftance ; they were fo near the land, that Tupia,

who was totally ignorant of the danger, held a converfation with the Indians, who were

ftanding on the beach. They were happily relieved, however, from this alarming

fituatlon by a frefli breeze fuddenly fpringing up from the fliore.

The bay which they had left was called the Bay of the Iflands, on account of the

numerous iflands it contains ; they catched but a few fifti while they lay there, but

procured great plenty from the natives, who are extremely expert at fifliing.

December the 7th, feveral canoes put off and followed the Endeavour, but a breeze

arlfing. Captain Cook did not wait for them. On the 8th, they tacked and flood in for

the fliore ; and on the 9th, came to a deep bay, which the captain called Doubtlefs

Bay. The wind prevented their putting in here. They beat to windward four days,

pnd made but little way. On the loth, the land appeared low and barren, but was not

/Jeftitute of inhabitants ; the next morning they flood in with the land, which forms a

penlnfula, and which the captain named Knuckle Point. Another bay, that lies con-

tiguous, Captain Cook called Sandy Bay ; in the middle of it is a high mountain, which

was named Mount Camel, on account of its refembling that animal. On the 1 6tli

came off the northern extremity of New Zealand, which the captain called North
Cape. Their fituation varied but little until the 24th, when they difcovered land,

which they judged to be the iflands of the Three Kings, though they did not refemble

the defcription of them in Dalrymple's account. Mr. Banks went out in the fmall

boat, and caught fome birds that greatly refembled geefe, and they were verygood eating.

January i, 1770, they tacked and fliood to eallward, and on the 3d they faw land

again ; it was hjgh and flat, and trended away to the fouth-eaft, beyond the reach of

I the
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the naked eye. It is remarkable, that the Endeavour was three weeks In making ten

leagues to the weftward. On the morning of the 4th they flood along the fliore, the

coafl appearing fandy and barren. I'hey faw a fun-fifl), fliort and thick in figure, with

two large fins, but fcarce any tail, refcmbling a fhark in colour and fize.

On the 9th they faw a point remarkably high to the eaft-north-eafl: ; the captain

named it Albetrofs Point, on the north fide of which a bay is formed that promifes

good anchorage. At about two leagues diftance from Albetrofs Point, to the north-
cafl, they difcovered a remarkable high mountain, equal in height to that of Teneriiie,

the fummit of which was covered with fnow, and it was named Mount Egmont. This;

day fome very heavy fhowers of rain fell, accompanied with thunder and tightning.

The captain propofed careening the fliip here, and taking in wood and water ; and
accordingly, on the 15th, fleered for an inlet. Here they faw a fea-llon ; it is a very
curious creature, and anf« ers the defcription given of it in Lord Anfon's Voyage. In

pafling the point of the bay, they obferved an armed fentlnel on duty, who was twice

relieved. Four canoes came from fliore to vifit the fliip, but none of the Indians would
venture on board, except an old man, uho fcenied of elevated rank ; he was received

with the utmoft hofpitality. The captain and the other gentlemen now went on fliore,

where they met with plenty of wood and water, and were very fuccefsful in fifhing,

catching fome hundred weight in a (hort time.

On the 16th, the Endeavour's people were engaged in careening her, when three

canoes came oil" with a great number of Indians, and brought feveral of their women
with them. This circumftance was judged a favourable prefage of their peaceable
difpofition ; but they foon gave proofs of the contrary, by attempting to fl;op the long-

boat that was fent afliore for water, when Captain Cook had recourfe to the old expe-
dient of firing fome fliot, which intimidated them for the prefent. Tupia, in converfing

with them, and making many inquiries concerning the curiofities of New Zealand,
alked them, if they had ever before feen a fliip of the magnitude of the Endeavour;
to which they ivplied, they had never feen fuch a veflel, nor ever heard that one had
been upon the coafi:. There is great plenty of fifli in all the coves of this bay ; among
others here are cuttle-fifh, large breams, fmall grey breams, fmall and large baracootas,

flying gurnards, horfe-mackerel, dog-fifli, foles, dabs, mullets, drums, fcorpenas or
rock-filh, cole-fifli, fliags, chimeras, kc. The inhabitants catch tlieir fifli as follows :

their net is cylindrical, extended by feveral hoops at the bottom, and contratled at the

top; the fiih going in to feed upon what is put in the net, are caught in great

abundance. There are alfo birds of various kinds, and in great numbers, particularly

parrots, wood-pigeons, water-hens, hawks, and many different finging birds. An herb,

a fpeciesof Phiiadtlphus, was ufed here [inftead of tea ; and a plant, called teegoome,
refembling rug-cloaks, fervcd the natives for garments. The environs of the cove
where the Endeavour lay are covered entirely with v/ood, and the fupple-jacks are i'o

numerous, that it is with dilliculty paffengers can purfue their way ; here is a numerous
fand-fly that is very difagreeable. The tops of many of the hills are covered wiiji

fern. The air of the country is very nioKt, and has fome qualities that promote jnure-

faciion, as birds that had been flict but a few hours were found with maggots in them.

1 hey difpofe of iheir dead in a very fingular manner : they tie a large Uone to the body,

and throw it into the fea. The gcjuknun faw the body of a woman which had bjen
difpofed of this way, but which by fome accident had difengaged iifelf from the ftone,

tioaiing upon the water. The captain, Mr. Banks, and the dodor, vifited a cove, about

two miles from the fliip. '1 here was a family of Indians, who were greatly alarmed at

the approach of ihe gentlemen, all running away except one ; but upon Tupia's con-

voL. XI. 3 /• vcrfing
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verfing with him, the others returned. They found, by the provifions of this family,

that they were cannibals, here being feveral human bones that had been lately dreffed

and picked ; and it appeared, that a Ihort time before, fix of their enemies having fallen

into their hands, they had killed four and eaten them, and that the other two were

drowned in endeavouring to make their efcape. They made no fecret of this abomi-

nable cuftom, but anfwered Tupia, who was defirous to afcertain the faft, with great

compofure, that his conjedures were juft, that they were the bones of a man, and

teftified by figns thai they thought human flefli delicious food. Upon being afked,

why they had not eaten the body of the woman that had been feen floating upon the

water ? They replied, llie had died of a diforder, and that moreover flie was related to

them, and they never ate any but their enemies. Upon Mr. Banks's ftill teftifying

fome doubts concerning the faft, one of the Indians drew the bone of a man's arm

through his mouth, and this gentleman had the curiofity to bring it away with him.

There was a woman in this family whofc arms and legs were cut in a (hocking manner,

and it appeared fhe had thus wounded herfelf, becaufe her hufband had lately been

killed and eaten by the enemy.

Some of the Indians brought four flcuUs one day to fell, which they rated at a very

high price. The brains had been taken out, and probably eaten, but the fcalp and hair

remained. They feemed to have been dried by fire, in order to preferve them from

putrefaction. The gentlemen likewife faw the bail of a canoe, which was made of a

human fkull. In a word, their ideas were fo horrid and brutal, that they feemed to

pride themfelves upon their cruelty and barbarity, and took a peculiar pleafure in

Ihewing the manner in which they killed their enemies, it being confidered as very

meritorious to be expert at this deflruftion. The method ufed was to knock them

down with their patoo-patoos, and then rip up their bellies.

An amazing number of birds ufually began their melody about two o'clock in

the morning, and ferenaded the gentlemen till the time of their rifing. This har-

mony was very agreeable, as the (hip lay at a convenient difliance from the (hore to

hear it. Thefe feathered chorifters, like the Englifli nightingales, never fing in the

day time.

On the 20th, Mr. Banks purchafed of the old Indian a man's head, which he

feemed very unwilling to part with ; the fliuU had been fractured by a blow, and the

brains were extrafted, and like the others, it was preferved from putrefadlion. From
the care with which they kept thefe fkulls, and the reluctance with which they bartered

any, it was imagined they were confidered as trophies of war, and teftimonials of their

valour. Some of the company, in their excurfions, met with fortifications that had not

the advantage of an elevated fituation, but were furrounded by two or three wide

ditches, with a draw-bridge, which, though fimple in its ftrudure, is capable of

anfwering every purpofe againft the arms of the natives. Not only thofe who are

killed, but the priibners likewife are devoured by the viftors. From what has been

related by fuch unqueflionable authority, there can remain no doubt with the un-

prejudiced reader, that the inhabitants of this part of the globe are cannibals.

The 22d was employed by Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander in collecting of plants.

On the 24th they vifited a hippah, which was fituated on a very high rock, hollow

underneath, forming a fine natural arch, one fide of which joined to the land, and the

other rofe out of thefea. This hippah was partly furrounded with a pallifade. Here
they met with a crofs refembling a crucifix, which was ornamented with feathers, and

which was ereCted as a monument for a deceafed perfon j but they could not learn how
his body was difpofed of.

4 On
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On the 25th, the captain, Mr. Banks, and Dodor Solander, went on fliore to fhoot,

when they met with a numerous family, wlio were among the creeks catching fifti.

They behaved very civilly, and received feme trifling prefents.

The fliip's company were, on the 27th and 28th, engaged in making n-ceffary repairs,

and getting her ready for fea. The captain went on fliore again, and eretled another

pyramid of fl:ones, in which he put fome bullets, beads, &c. as before, with the addi-

tion of a piece of filver coin, and placed part of an old pendant on the top, to dif-

tinguifli it. Some of the people who had been fent out to gather celery, met with

feveral of the natives, among whom were fome women, whofe hufbands had lately

fallen into the hands of the enemy, and they were cutting many parts of their body

in the moft fliocking manner with fharp (tones, in teflimony of their exceflive grief.

What made this ceremony appear ridiculous as well as fhocking, was, that the male

Indians, who were with them, paid not the leafl: attention to it, but with the greatefl

unconcern imaginable employed themfelves in repairing fome empty huts upon the fpot.

On Tuefday the 30th, two pofts were erefted, infcribed with the fliip's name, &c.

as ufual ; one was placed at the watering place, with the union flag upon it, and the

other in the fame manner, on the ifland of Motuara ; and the inhabitants being informed,

that thefe pofts were meant as memorials of the Endeavour having touched at this

place, promifed never to dcftroy them. The captain then named this inlet Queen

Charlotte's Sound ; and took pofleflion of it in the name, and for the ufe of His

Majefty, and a bottle of wine was drank to the Queen's health.

Towards night, on the 31ft, a brifl^ gale arofe, attended with heavy fliowers, and the

next morning became fo very tempeftuous, that the Endeavour had her hawfer broke,

and feveral cafks of water that had been left on fliore were waflied away by the rain.

The 2d, 3d, and 4th of February were chiefly fpent in preparing for their departure,

and purchafing fifh of the natives.

On the 6th, in the morning, the Endeavour failed out of the bay, which the fliip's

company, from an abhorrence of the brutal cuftoni that prevails here of eating men,

called Cannibal Bay. The natives about this found are not above four hundred in

number ; they are fcattered along the coafl:, and live upon fern-root and fifli ; the

latter of which was the only commodity they traded in.

The Endeavour having left the found, flieered eaftward, and about fix o'clock in the

evening they were greatly alarmed at their being carried, by the rapidity of the cur-

rent, very clofe to one of the two iflands which lie ofF Cape Koamaroo, at the entrance

of the found. The fliip was in fuch imminent danger that they expefted every

minute flie would be daflied to pieces ; but letting go an anchor, and veering one

hundred and fixty fathom of cable, fhe was brought up, when they were not above

two cables length from the rocks : in this fituation they were obliged to wait for the

ebb of the tide, which was not till after midnight. At three o'clock in the morning

they weighed anchor, and a fine breeze fpringing up foon after, they were carried

through the ftreight with great velocity. At the entrance of the ftreight, on the north

fide, there is a fmall ifland, which was named Entry Ifland.

On the 8th they were off" Cape Pallifer, when they difcovered that the land reached

away to the north-eafl: towards Cape Tumagain. Three canoes came off in the after-

noon, with feveral people in them ; they made a good appearance, and their canoes

were ornamented like thoio of the Indians of the northern coafl. They came on

board with great alacrity. One old man was tattaowed in a very remarkable manner

;

he was likewife marked with a ftreak of red paint acrofs the nofe, and over both

cheeks j his hair was quite white as well as his beard. His garment was made of flax,

^ z 2 with
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with a wrought border, under which was a kind of petticoat, made of a cloth cabled

Aoorce Waow ; his ears were decorated with teeth and pieces of green (lone.

On the 14th of February, about fixty Indians in four double canoes, came within a

(tone's call of the (Iiip, which they beheld with lurprife. Tupia endeavoured to per-

fuade thern to approach nearer, which they rcfufed, and made toward the fliorc, but did

not reach it till after it was dark. From the behaviour of thcfe people, the place from
whence they came was called the Ifland of Looker's-on. They had various winds and
feas till the 4th of March, when they faw feveral whales and feals. On the 9th they
faw a ledge of rocks, and foon afterwards another ledge, three leagues from the (hore,

which they pafTed to the north during the night, and difcovered the others under their

bow at day-break. Thus they had a narrow efcape from dedruftion; and thcfe ledges

of rocks were denominated Traps, from their being adapted to entrap the unwary.
In the morning they failed northward, and on the day following, difcovered a barren

rock, about a mile in circumference, very high, and five leagues from the main land.

This was called Solander's Ifland. On the 13th they difcovered a bay, which contains

feveral iOands, behind which, if there be depth of water, there mult be (lielter from
all winds. Captain Cook called this Duiky-liay, and it is remarkable for having five

high peaked rocks laying off it, which look like the thumb and four fingers of a man's
hand ; whence it was denominated Point Five Fingers.

They had now almoft paifed the whole of the north-weft coafl of Tovy Poenam-
moo ; the face of the country afforded nothing worth notice, but a ridge of rocks of
a (lupendous height, which Dr. liawkefworth defcribes as " totally barren and naked,
except wh(?re they are covered with fnow, which is to be feen in large patches in many
parts of them, and has probably lain there ever fmce the creation of the world ; a
profpcfl: more rude, craggy, and defolate than this country afibrds from the fca can-

not pofTibly be conceived ; for as far inland as the eye can reach, nothing appears but
the fummits of rocks, which (land fo near together, that, inftead of vallies, there are

only fiffures between them."

By the 27th they had fiiiled round the whole coun'ry, and determined to depart

from the coafl, as foon as they had taken in a flock of water. For this purpofe the

captain went afhore in the long-boat, and found an excellent watering-place, and a
proper birth for the fhip ; which being moored, they began filling their cafks, while

the carpenter and his crew were employed in cutting wood. A council of the officers

was now held, as to the pafTage they (hould take to England ; when it was refolved to

return by the Eaft Indies, and with that view to (leer for the eafl coafl of New Hol-

land, and then follow the diredtion of that coafl to the northward.

This refolution being taken, they failed at day-break, on Saturday, March 31, 1770,
and taking their departure from an eaftern point, which they had feen on the 23d,

they called it Cape Farewell. The bay from which they failed was named Admiralty
Bay, and the two capes thereof Cape Stephens, and Cape Jackfon, the names of the

then Secretaries to the Board of Admiralty.

Abel Janfen Tafmen, a Dutchman, was the firfl European that made a difcovery of

New Zealand, to which he gave the name of Staaten Land, that is, the land of the

States-General. Tafmen never went on (hore, as the Indians attacked him foon after

he came to an anchor, in the bay to which he gave the name of Murderers Bay : this

was in December 1 642.
The fuuation of thefe iflands is between 34° and 48° of fouth latitude, and 181°

and 1 94° of wcfl longitude. The natives call the northern illand Eaheinomauwe,
and the fouthernmoil Tovy Poenammoo.

Eaheinomauwe,
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Eahc'inoniauwe, though hilly, and in feme places mountainous, Is well ftored with

wood, and there is a rivulet in every valley. The foil of the valleys is light, but is fo

fertile, as to be well adapted for the plentiful produftion of all forts of the fruits, plant?,

and corn of Europe. The fummer is more equally warm, though not hotter than in

England ; and it is imagined, from the vegetables that were found, that the winter is

not fo ievere.

Dogs and rats arc the only quadrupeds that were feen, and of the latter only a very

few. The inhabitants breed the dogs for the fole purpofe of eating them. There are

feals and whales on the coafl ; and they once faw a fea-Iion. The birds are hawks,

owls, quails ; and there are fong-birds, whofe note is wonderfully melodious. The
infeds are flefh-flies, beetles, butterflies, fand-flies, and mufquitoes.

Tovy Poenammoo appears to be a barren country, is very mountainous, and almofl

deftitutc of inhabitants.

The fea which wafhes thefe iflands abounds with filh, which are equally delicate and
wholefome food. They feldom came to anchor b it they catched enough, with hook
and line only, to fupply the whole fhip's crew ; and, when they fifhed with nets, every

mefs in the fhip, except thofe who were too indolent, falted as mueh as fupplied them
when at L-a for feveral weeks after.

This country abounds with forelts, filled with very large, ftraight and clean timber.

Upwards of four hundred fpecies of plants were found, all of which are unknown in

England, except garden night-fliade, fow-thiftle, two or three kinds of fern, and one
or two forts of grafs. There is only one flirub or tree in this country which produces

fruit, and that is a kind of berry almofl: taftelefs ; but they have a plant which
anfwers all the ufcs of hemp and flax-. There are two kinds of this plant, the

leaves of one of which are yellow, and the other a deep red, and both of them refemble

the leaves of Hags. Of thefe leaves they make lines and cordage, and much flronger

than any thing of the kind in Europe.

The men ot this country are as large as the largeft Europeans. Their complexion

is brown, but little more fo than that of a Spaniard. They are full of flefh, but not

lazy and luxuriovis ; and arc (tout and well-fhapcd. The women poflefs not that de-

licacy which oir inguiihes the European ladies ; but their voice is Angularly foft, which,

as the drefs of both fcxes is limilar, chiefly diftinguiflies theni from the men. They
have neither black cattle, fhecp, hogs, nor goats ; fo that their chief food being fifh,

and that not at all times to be obtained, they are in danger of dying through hunger.

They have a few, and but a very few dogs ; and when no fifli is to be got, they have

only vegetables, fuch as yams and potatoes, to feed on ; and if by any accident thefe

fail them, their fituation muft be deplorable. This will account for their fhocking

cuftom of eating the bodies that are flain in battle ; for he who fights through mere
hunger, will nor fcrunle to cat the aclvcrfary he has killed.

The inhabitants ofNew Zealand are as niodefl and referved in their behaviour and
converfation as the moft polite nations of Europe. The women indeed were not dead

to the fofter imprcflions ; but their mode of confent was, in their idea, as harmlefs as

the confent to marriage with us, and equally binding for the ftipulatcd time. If any
of the Englifli addrclfed one of their women, he was informed, that the confent of her
friends mull be obtained, which ufually followed on his making a prefent. This done,

he was obliged to treat his temporary wife at lead as delicately as we do in England.

A gentleman who failed in the Endeavour, having addreli'ed a family of fome rank,

received an anfwer, of which the following is an exact tranflation— " Any of thefe

young ladies will think thcmlclves honoured by your adtlrclVcs, but you muft firft make
me
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me a fuitable prefent, and you mufl: then come and fleep with us on {hore, for day-hght

rauft by no means be a witnefs of what paiTes between you."

Thefe Indians anoint their hair with oil niL'lied from the fat of fifh or birds. Both
fexes, but the men more than the women, mark their bodies with black ftains, called

amoco. Exclufive of the amoco, they mark themfelves with furrows. Thefe furrows

make a hideous appearance, the edges being indented, and the whole quite black. The
paintings on their bodies refemble fillagree work, and the foliage in old chafed orna-

ments; but na two are painted exaftly after the fame model. The people of New
Zealand frequently left the breech free from thefe marks, which the inhabitants of

Otaheite adorned beyond any other.

Their drefs is formed of the leaves of the flag fplit into flips, which are interwoven,

and made into a kind of matting, the ends, which are feven or eight inches in length,

hanging out on the upper fide. One piece of this matting being tied over the flioulders

reaches to the knees ; the other piece being wrapped round the waifl:, falls alnioft to

the ground.

The women never tie their hair on the top of their head, nor adorn it with feathers
;

and are lefs anxious about drefs than the men. Their lower garment is bound tight

round them, except when they go a fiftiing, and then they are careful that the men
fliall not fee them.

The ears of both fexes are bored, and the holes flretched fo as to admit a man's

finger. The ornaments of their ears are feathers, cloth, bones, and fometimes bits of

wood. They likewife hung to their ears, by firings, chiflels, bodkins, the teeth of

dogs, and the teeth and nails of their deceafed friends. The men wear a piece of green

talc, or whalebone, with the refemblance of a man carved on it, hanging to a firing

round the neck. They faw one man who had the griflle of his nofe perforated, and
a feather being paflTed through it, projeded over each cheek.

Thefe people fhew lefs ingenuity in the ftrufture of their houfes, than in any thing

elfe belonging to them ; they are from fixteen to twenty-four feet long, ten or twelve

wide, and fix or eight in height. The frame is of flight flicks of wood, and the walls

and roof are made of dry grafs pretty firmly compacled. Some of them are lined

with the bark of trees, and the ridge of the houfe is formed by a pole, which runs

from one end to the other. The door is only high enough to admit a perfon crawling

on hands and knees, and the roof is floping. There is a fquare hole near the door,

ferving both for window and chimney, near which is the fire-place.

Some who can afford it, and whofe families are large, have three or four houfes

inclofed within a court-yard. Their clothes, arms, feathers, fome ill made tools, and
a chefl, in which all thefe are depofited, form all the furniture of the infide of the

houfe. Their hammers to beat fern-root, gourds to hold water, and bafkets to contain

provifions, are placed without the houfe.

The canoes of this country are not unlike the whale-boats of New England, being

long and narrow. The larger fort feem to be built for war, and will hold from thirty

to one hundred men. One of thefe, at Tolaga, meafured near feventy feet in length, fix

in width, and four in depth. It was fharp at the bottom, and confifted of three lengths,

about two or three inches thick, and tied firmly together with flirong plaiting ; each
fide was formed of one entire plank, about twelve inches broad, and about an inch

and a half thick, which were fitted to the bottom part with equal ftrength and inge-

nuity. Several thwarts were laid from one fide to the other, to which they were fe-

curely fafliened, in order to flrengthen the whole.
Thefe velTels are rowed with a kind of paddles, between five and fix feet in length,

the
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the blade of which is a long oval, gradually decreafing till it reaches the handle ; and
the velocity with which they row with thefe paddles is really furprifing. The veflels

are fleered by two men, having each a paddle, and fitting in the ftern ; but they can
only fail before the wind, in which direftion they move with confiderable fwiftnefs.

Thefe Indians ufe axes, adzes and chiflels, with which laft they likewife bore holes.

The chiflels arc made of jafper, or of the bone of a man's arm ; and their axes and
adzes of a hard black ftone. They ufe their fmall jafper tools till they are blunted,
and then throw them away, having no inftrument to fharpen them with.

Their warlike weapons are fpears, darts, battle-axes, and the patoo-patoo. The
fpear, which is pointed at each end, is about fixteen feet in length, and they hold it

in the middle, fo that it is difficult to parry a pufli from it. "Whether they fight in boats
or on fhore, the battle is hand to hand, fo that they muft make bloody work of it.

When they came to attack the Englifli, there was ufually one or more thus diftin-

guiflied in each canoe. It was their cuftom to ftop at about fifty or fixty yards dif-

tance from the fliip, when the commanding officer, arifing from his feat, and putting

on a garment of dog's fkin, ufed to direfb them how to proceed. When they were
too far from the fhip to reach it either with ftone or lance, they cried out, Harojiiai,

haromai, barrc uta a patoo-patoo oge—" Come to us, come on fhore, and we will kill

you all with our patoo-patoos." During thefe menaces they approached the fhip, till

they came alongfide, talking peaceably at intervals, and anfwering whatever queftions

they were afked. Then again their threats were renewed, till imagining the failors were
afraid of them, they began the war-fong and dance, and threw ftones on board the fhip.

In the war-dance their motions are numerous, their limbs are diftorted, and their

faces are agitated. Their tongue hangs out of their mouths to a vaft length, and
their eye-lids are drawn fo as to form a circle round the eye ; they fhake their darts,

brandifh their fpears, and wave their patoo-patoos to and fro in the air. They accom-
pany this dance with a fong, which is fung in concert ; every ftrain ending with a loud
and deep figh. There is an adivity and vigour in their dancing, which is truly admi-
rable ; and their idea of keeping time in mufic is fuch, that fixty or eighty paddles
will flrike at once againft the fides of their boats, and make only one report.

With regard to religion, they acknowledge one fuperior being, and feveral fubordi-

nate. Their mode of worfhip could not be learned, nor was any place proper for that

purpofe feen.

A great fimilitude was obferved between the drefs, furniture, boats and nets of the

New Zealanders, and thofe of the inhabitants of the South Sea iflands, which furniflied

a flrong proof, that the common anceftors of both were natives of the fame country.

Indeed the inhabitants of thefe different places have a tradition that their anceftors

migrated from another country many ages fince ; and they both agree, that this coun-
try was called Ileawige. Ikit perhaps a yet ftronger proof that their origin was the fame,
will arife from the fimilitude of their language, of which the following is a fpecimen :

New Zealand. Otaheite.

Whahiney Ahcinc, A woman.
Taata, Tata, People.

Mata, Matau, The eyes.

Ahcwh, Eahoo, The nofe.

Paparingaj Paparea^ The checks.

Aterabooy EoboOy I'he belly.

Apcto, Pito, The navel.

Herornai, Harre mat. Come hither.

They
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Thev failed from Cape Farewell on the 310: of March, 1770, and had fine weather

and a fair wind till the 9th of April, when they faw a tropic-bird. On the 15th they

faw an egg-bird and a gannet ; and on the day following a fmall land-bird perched on

the rigging, from which thev concluded they were near land ; but they found no
ground with one hundred and twenty fathom. At fix o'clock in the morning of the

19th, they difcovered land four or five leagues dillant ; the fouthernmoft part of which

was called Point Hicks, in compliment to Mr. Hicks, the firli: lieutenant, who made the

difcovery of it. xVt noon they difcovered another point of the fame land, rifing in u

round hillock, extremely like the Ram Head at the entrance of Plymouth Sound, for

which reafon Captain Cook gave it the fame name. What they had yet feen of the

land was lov/ and even, and the inland parts were green, and covered with wood.

They now faw three water-fpouts at the fame time, one of which continued a quarter

of an hour. On Sundav, the 2 2d, they were fo near the fliore, as to fee feveral of

the inhabitants on the coafl, who were of a very dark complexion, if not perfect

negroes.

On the 27th thev faw feveral of the inhabitants walking along the fliore, four

of them carrying a canoe on their fhoulders ; but as they did not attempt coming otF

to the Ihip, the captain took Melfrs. Banks and Solander and Tupia in the yawl, and

employed four men to i-o\v them to that part of the fliore where the natives appeared,

near which four fmall canoes laid dole in-lanJ. The Indians fat on the rocks

till the yawl was within a quarter of a mile of the fhore, and then ran away into the

woods. The furf beating violently on the beach, prevented the boat from landing.

At five in the evening they returned to the lliip, and a light breeze fpringing up,

they failed to the northward, where they difcovered feveral people on fhore. They
brandiflied their weapons, and threw themfelves into threatening attitudes. The bodies,

thi'^hs, and legs of two of thefe, were painted with white (freaks, and their faces were

almoll covered with a white powder. They talked to each other with great emotion,

and each of them held a kind of cimeter in his hand.

They anchored oppofite a village of about eight houfes, and obferved an old woman
and three children to come out of a wood, laden with fuel for a fire : all of them, as

well as the woman, were quite naked. The old woman frequently looked at the fhip

vvitJi the utmoft indilTerence, and, as foon as llie had made a fire, they fct about dref-

fing their dinner with as much compofure as if a fliip had been no extraordinary

fight.

Having formed a defign of landing, they manned the boats, and took Tupia with

them ; and they had no fooner come near the fhore, than two men advanced, as if to

difpute their fetting foot on land. The captain threw them beads, nails, and other

trifles, which they took up, and feemed to be delighted with. He then made figns

that he wanted water, and ufed every pofiible means to convince them that no injury

was intended. I'hey now made figns to the boat's crew to land, on which they put

the boat in ; but they had no fooner done fo, than the two Indians came again to op-

pofe them. A mufquet was now fired between them, on the report of which one of

them dropt a bundle of lances, which he inllantly fnatched up again in great halfe.

One of them then threw a ftone at the boat, on which the captain ordered a mufquet

loaded whh fmall fliot to be fired, v.'hich wounding the eldefl: of them on the legs, he

retired hafiily to one of their houfes, which flood at fome little diitance. The people

in the boats now landed, imagining that the wound which this man had received would

put an end to the conteft ; in this, however, they were millaken, for he immediately

returned with a kind of IhicUl, of an oval figure, painted white in the middle, with two

2 holes
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holes cut in It to fee through. They now advanced with great intrepidity, and both
difcharged their lances at the boat's crew, but did not wound any of" tiiem. Another
mufquet was now fired at them, on which they threw another lance, and then took to

their heels. The crew now went up to the huts, in one of which they found the chil-

dren, who had fecreted themfelves behind fome bark. They looked at them, but left

them without their knowing they had been feen ; and having thrown fome pieces of
cloth, ribbons, beads, and other tilings into the hut, they took fevcral of their lances,

and rcimbarkcd in the boat.

They now failed to the north point of the bay, where they found a plenty of frefh

water. On taking a view of the hut where they had feen the children, they had the

mortification to find that every Indian was fled, and that they had left ail the prefonts

behind them. Some men having been fent to get wood and water, they no fooner
came on board to dinner, than the natives came down to the place, and examined the

cafks with great attention, but did not offer to remove them. In the evening iMefTrs,

Banks and Solander went with the captain to a cove north of the bay, where they
catched between three and four hundred weight of fifh in four hauls.

On Tuefday, May the iff, the fouth point of the bay was named Sutherland Point,

one of the feamen, of the name of Sutherland, having died that day, and been buried

on fliore. This day MclTrs. Banks, Solander, the captain, and a few other gentlemen,
went on fhore, and left more prefents in the huts, fuch as looking-glaifes, combs, &c.
but the former ones had not been taken away. They faw the dung of an animal which
fed on grafsj and traced the footfteps of another, which had claws like a dog, and was
probably about the fize of a wolf : they difcovered the track of a fmall animal, whofe
foot was like that of a pole-cat; and faw one animal alive, about the fize of a

rabbit.

The fecond lieutenant, Mr. Gore, having been with a boat to dredge for oyfters,

faw fome Indians, who made figns for him to come on fhore, which he declined.

Having finifhed his bufinefs, he fent the boat away, and went by land with a midfhip-

man, to join the party that was getting water. In their way they met with more than
twenty of the natives, who followed them fo clofe, as to come within a few yards of
them. Mr. Gore flopped and faced them ; on whicli the Indians flopped alfo, and
when ho proceeded again they followed him ; but they did not attack him, though they

had each man his lance. The Indians coming in fight of the waterers, flood fliil at

the diltance of a quarter of a mile, while Mr. Gore and his companions reached their

lliipmates in fafety.

Tupia having learnt to fhoot, frequently flrayed alone to flioot parrots ; and the

Indians conftantly fled from him with as much precipitation as from the Englilh. On
the 3d of May, fourteen or fifteen Indians, in the fame number of canoes, were en-

gaged in flriking fifh within half a mile from the watcdng-place.

They now returned to their boat, and feeing a fire at a diflance, rowed towards it,

but the Indians fled at their approach. Near the beach they found feven canoes, and
as many fires, from whence they judged that each fifhcrman had drellcil his own
dinner. There were oyllers lying on the fpot, and fome mufcles roafling on the fire.

They ate of thcfe fifh, and left them fome beads and other trifles in return. Tliey

now returned to the fhip.

They fifiied with great fuccefs this day, and the fecond lieutenant ftruck what is

called the iling-ray, which weighed near two hundred and fifty p>'unds. The next
morning a lilh of the fame kind was catched, which weighed three hundred and fifty

pounds.
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- While Captain Cook remained in the harbour, the Englifli colours were difplayecf

on fhore daily, and the name of the fliip, with the date of the year, was carved on a

tree near tiie place where they took in their water.

'1 hey failed from Botany Bay on the 6th of Way, 1770 ; at noon were off a harbour

which they called Port Jackfon, and in the evening, near a bay, to which they gave

the name of Broken Bay.

On Sunday the 13th, they faw the fmoke of many fires on a point of land, which

was therefore called Smoky Cape. As the)' proceeded northward from Botany Bay,

the land appeared high and well covered with wood. On Tuefday morning, by the

afliflance ol their glall'es, they difcovered about a fcore of the IndtanvS, each loaded

with a bundle, which they imagined to be palm-leaves to thatch their houfes. At noon
the captain difcovered a high point of land, which he called Cape Byron.

They had, for Ibme days pa(t, feen the fea-birds, called boobies, none of which

they had met with before ; and which, from half an hour before fun-riling to half an

hour after, were continually palTmg the fliip in large flights ; from which it was

conjedured, that thei-e was a river or inlet of fliallow water to the fouthward, where

they went to feed in the day, returning in the evening to fome iflands to the northward.

In honour of Captain Hervey, this bay was called liervey's Bay.

The captain and Tupla, with a party, went on ihore the 23d. They landed a little

within the point of a bay, which led into a large lagoon, by the fides of which grows

the true mangrove, as it alfo does on fome bogs and fwamps of fait water which they

difcovered. There were many nefts of a fingular kind of ant, as green as grafs, in

the branches of thefe mangroves. When the branches were difturbed, they came
forth in great numbers, and bit the difturber mofl feverely. Theie trees likewife af-

forded Iheher for immenfe numbers of green caterpillars ; their bodies were covered

with hairs, which, on the touch, gave a pain fimilar to the Iting of a nettle, but much
more acute. Thefe infetts ranged themfelves fide by fide on the leaves, thirty or

forty together, in a very regular manner. They faw, among the fand banks, many-

birds larger than fwans, which they imagined were pelicans ; and they ihot a kind of

buflard, which weighed feventeen pounds. This bird proved very delicate food, and
gave name to the place, which was called Buflard Bay. They likewife fbot a duck of

a moft beautiful plumage, with a white beak. They found vaft numbers of oyfters of

various forts, and, among the reft, fome hammer oyfters of a curious kind. While
the gentlemen were in the woods, feveral of the natives came down and took a fur-

vey of the fhip, and then departed. They failed the next morning, and on the day-

following were abreaft of a point, which lying immediately under the tropic, the cap-

tain called Cape Capricorn, on the weft fide of which they faw an amazing number
of large birds refembling the pelican, fome of which were near five feet high.

On the 27th, in the morning they failed to the northward, and to the northernmoft

point of land the captain gave the name of Cape Manifold, from the number of high

hills appearing Jibove it. Between this cape and the fliore is a bay called Keppel's Bay,

and fome iflands bearing the name of the fame gentleman. In this place the captain

intended to lay the fliip afhore and clean her bottom ; and accordingly landed, in

iearch of a proper place for the purpoie.

In this excurficn MclTrs. Banks and Solander attended Captain Cook. They found

talking extremely incommodious, the ground being covered with grafs, the feeds of

which were fharp, and bearded, lb that they were continually fticking in their clothes,

vhcnce they worked forwards to the flefli, by means of the beard. They were hke-

z wife
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Wife tormented with the perpetual flinging of mufquitoes. In the interior parts of the

country they found gum-trees, on the branches of which were white ants nefls formed
of clay, as big as a buihel. On another tree they found black ants, which formed
iheir lodging in the body of if, after tliey had eaten away the pith

; yet the trees were
in a flourilhing condition. They found butterflies in fuch incredible numbers, that

whatever way they looked, many thoufands were to be feen in the air, while every

bough and twig was covered with multitudes. They likewife difcoveredon dry ground,

where it was fuppofcd to have been L'ft by the tide, a fifli about the fize of a minnow,
having two ftrong breafl fins, with which it leaped away as nimbly as a frog : it did

not appear to be weakened by being out of water, nor even to prefer that element to

tlie land ; for when fcen in the water it leaped on fiiore, and purfued its way. It v/as

likewife remarked, that where there were fmall flones projeciing above the water, it

chofe rather to leap from one ftone to another, than to Iwim. I'here was no guod
water to be found here, therefore they did not lay the fliip alhore as they intended.

On Tuefday, they faw very large columns of fmoke rifing from the low lands. I'hiii

day they gave name to Cleveland Bay, the eafl point of which was called Cape Cleve-

land, and the wefl: Magnetical Ifle, becaufe the compafs did not traverfe well when
they were near it. Hence they ranged northward along the Ihore, towards a cluder

of iflands, on one of which about forty men, women, and children were (landing

together, and looking at the fliip with a curiofity never obferved among thefe people

before. Here MelTrs. Banks and Solander went on fliore with the captain, whofe chief

view was to procure water, which not being eafily to be got, they loon returned on
board, and the next day arrived near Trinity Bay, which was fo called, becaufe it was
difcovered on Trinity Sunday.

As no accident remarkably unfortunate had befallen our adventurers, during a navi-

gation of n)ore than thirteen hundred miles, upon a coafl every where abounding with

the mofl dangerous rocks and fhoals, no name expreffive of diflrefs had hitherto been
given to any cape or point of land which they had feen. But they now gave the name
of Cape Tribulation to a point which they had jufl difcovered, as they here became
acquainted with misfortune.

This cape is in 16° 6' ibuth latitude, and 214° 39' well longitude.

To avoid the danger of fome rocks they fliortened fail and kept ilanding off from
fix o'clock in the evening till near nine, with a fine breeze and bright moon. They
had got from fourteen into twenty-one fathom water ; when fuddenly they fell Into

twelve, ten, and eight fathom, in a few minutes. Every man was inilantly ordered

to his ilation, and they were on the point of anchoring, when, on a fudden, they had
again deep water, fo that they thought all danger was at an end, concluding they had
failed over the tail of fome flioals which they had feen in the evening. Thjy had
twenty fathom and upwards before ten o'clock, and this deptli continuing fome time,

the gentlemen, who had hitherto been upon deck, retired to roll ; but in lels than an
hour the water fiiallowed at once irom twenty to feventeen fathom, and before found-

ings could be again taken, the fliip ftruck againfl: a rock, and remained fixed, but

from the motion given her from the beating of the furge. Everyone was inflantly on
deck, with countenances fully expreffive of the agitation of their minds. As they knew
they were not near the fliore, they concluded they had llruck againil a rock of coral,

the points of which being fharp, and the furfacc fo rough, as to grind away whatever

is rubbed againlt it, though with a gentle motion, they hadreafon to dread the horror

of their fituation !

4 A a The
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The fails being taken in, and boats hoifted out to examine the depth of wafer, they
found that the fhip had been carried over a ledge of the rock, and lay in a hollow
within it. Finding that the water was deepcft aflern, they carried out the anchor from
the ftarboard quarter, and applied their whole force to the capflern, in hopes to get

the velVel off, but in vain. She beat fo violently againfl; the rock, that the crew could

fcarcely keep on their legs. The moon now flione bright, by the light of which they

could fee the flieathing boards float from the bottom of the veffel ; till at length the

talfe keel followed, fo that they expefted inflant deflruction. Their befl; chance of
efcaping fcemed now to be by lightening her ; but as they had llruck at high water,

they would have been but in their prefent fituation, after the veffel (hould draw aa

much lefs water as the water had funk ; but their anxiety abated a little, on finding

that the fhip fettled to the rocks as the tide ebbed. They, however, flattered them-

felves that if the fiiip fhould keep together till next tide, they might have fome chance

of floating her. They therefore inflantly ftarted the water in the hold, and pumped it

up. The decayed ftores, oil-jars, caiks, ballafl;, fix of their guns, and other things,

were thrown over-board, in order to get at the heavier articles } and in this bufinefa

they were employed till day-break, during all which time it was obferved, that not an
oath was fworn j fo much were the minds of the failors impreffed with a fenfe of their

danger.

At day-light they faw land at eight leagues difliance ; but not a fingle ifland between

them and the main, on which part of the crew might have been landed, while the boat

went on fliore with the refl; ; fo that the deftruftion of the greater part of them would
have been inevitable, had the fhip gone to pieces. It happened, however, that the wind

died away to a dead calm before noon. As theyexpefted high water at eleven o'clock,

every thing was prepared to make another effort to free the fliip ; but the tide fell fo

much fliort of that in the night, that flie did not float by eighteen inches, though
they had thrown overboard near fifty tons weight ; they now, therefore, renewed their

toil, and threw overboard every thing that could be poffibly fpared. As the tide fell,

the water poured in fo rapidly, that they could fcarcely keep her free by the conftant

working of two pumps. Their only hope now depended on the midnight tide, and
preparations were accordingly made for another effort to get the fliip ofl". The tide

began to rife at five o'clock, when the leak likewife increafed to fuch a degree, that

two more pumps were manned ; but only one of them would work ; three, therefore,

were kept going till nine o'clock, at which time the fliip righted-, but fo much water

had been admitted by the leak, that they expected flie would fink as foon as the water

fliould bear her off the rock. Their fituation was now deplorable beyond defcription j

and the imagination mufl; paint what would baffle the powers of language to defcribe.

They knew that when the fatal moment fhould arrive, all authority would be at an end.

The boats were incapable of conveying them all on fliore ; and they dreaded a conteft:

for the preference, as more fliocking than the fliipwreck itfelf
;

yet it was confidered,

that thofe who might be left on board, would eventually meet with a milder fate than

thofe who, by gaining the fhore, would have no chance but to linger the remains of

life among the rudefl: favages in the univerfe, and in a country, where fire-arms would
barely enable them to fupport a wretched exiflience.

At twenty minutes after ten the fliip floated, and was heaved into deep water ; when
they were happy to find flie did not admit more water than flie had done before

;
yet

as the leak had for a confiderable time gained on the pumps, there was now three feet

nine inches water in the hold. By this time the men were fo worn by fatigue of mind
and
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and body, that none of them could pump more than five or fix minutes at a time, and

then threw themfelves, quite fpent, on the deck, amidft a ftream of water which came
from the pumps. The fucceoding man being fatigued in his turn, threw himfelt

down in the fame manner, while the former jumped up and renewed his labour, thus

mutually ftruggling for life, till the following accident had like to have given them up
a prey to abfoiute defpair.

Between the infide lining of the fhip's bottom, which is called the ceiling, and ths^

outfide planking, there is a fpace of about fevcnteen or eighteen inches. The man
who had hitherto taken the depth of water at the well, had taken it no farther than

the ceiling ; but being now relieved by another perfon, who took the depth to the

outfide planking, it appeared by this miftake, that the leak had fuddenly gained upon
the pumps, the whole difierencc between the two plankings. This circumftance de-

prived them of all hopes, and fcarce any one thought it worth while to labour for the

longer prcfervation of a life which mufl fo foon have a period. But the niifiake was
foon difcovered ; and the joy arifing from fuch unexpeiSed good news infpired the

men with fo much vigour, that before eight o'clock in the morning they had pumped
out confiderably more water than they had fhipped. They now talked confidently of

gettnig the fliip into fome harbour, and fet heartily to work to get in their anchors ;

one of which, and the cable of another, they loft : but thefe were now confidered as

trifles. Having a good breeze from the fea, they got under fail at eleven o'clock, and

flood for the land.

As they could not difcover the exacl fituation of the leak, they had no profpeft of

flopping it within fide of the veffel ; bat the following expedient, which one of thfi

midihipmen had formerly fecn tried with fuccefs, was adopted. They took an old

ftudding-fail, and having mixed a large quantity of oakum and wool, chopped fmall,

it was flitchcd down in handfuls on the fail, as lightly as poflible ; the dung of their

flieep and other filth being fpread over it. Thus prepared, the fail was hauled under

the Ihip by ropes, which kept it extended till it came under the leak, when the

fudion carried in the oakum and wool from the furfacc of the fail. This experiment

fuccccded fo well, that inftead of three pumps, the water was eafily kept under

with one.

They hitherto had no further view than to run the fhip into an harbour, and build a

vefl'el from her materials, in which they might reach the Eaft Indies ; but they now
began to think of finding a proper place to repair her damage, and then to purfue their

voyage on its original plan. At fix in the evening they anchored feven leagues from

the fliore j and found that the Ihip made fifteen inches water an hour during the night

;

but as the pumps could clear this quantity, they were not uneafy. At nine in the

morning they palled two iflands, which were called Hope Iflands, becaufe the reaching

of them had been the object of their wifhcs at the time of the fliipurcck. In the

afternoon the mafter was fent out with two boats to found, and fearch for a harbour

where the fliip might be repaired. They anchored at fun-fct in four fathom, two miles

from the Ihore. One of the mates being out in the pinnace, returned at nine

o'clock, reporting, that he had found juft fuch a harbour as was wanted, at the dillance

of two leagues.

At fix o'clock the next morning they failed, having previoufly fent two boats a-head,

to lie on the flioals that they law in theii- way. They loon anchored about a mile troiu

the fhore, when the captaiii went out, and found the chamitl very narrow, but the

harbour was better adapted to their prelent purpofe than any place ihey had leen '\\\

the whole courfc of their voyage. A& it blew very frefli this day and the following

night,
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night, they could not venture to run into the harbour, but remained at anchor during

the two fucceeding days, in the courfe of which they oblerved four Indians on the hills,

who {lopped and made two fires.

The men by this time began to be afBidlcd with the fcurvy, and their Indian friend,

Tupia, was fo bad with it, that he had livid fpots on both his legs. Mr. Green, the

aflironomer, was likcwife ill of the fame diforder ; fo that their being detained from

landing was every way difagreeablc. The wind continued frcfli till Sunday the 17th,

but they then refolveJ to pufli in for the harbour, and twice run the fliip a-ground ;

the fecond time of which Ihc lluck fail ; on which they took the bottoms, fore-yards,

and fore top-mafts down, and made a raft on the fide of the ihtp ; and, as the tide

happened to be rifmg, fhe floated at one o'clock. She was now foon got into the

harbour, where flie vas moored along the fide of a beach, and the anchors, cables, &c.

immediately taken out ot her.

On Monday morning they ereded a tent for the fick, feveral of whom wei'c brought

on fhore as foon as it was ready for their reception. They llkewifc built a tent to

hold the provifions and Itores, which were landed the fame day. The boat was now
^ifpatched in fearch of filh for the refrefliment of the fick, but fhe returned without

getting any; but Tupia employed hlmf^lf in angling, and living entirely on the

produce of his indultry, recovered his health very fafL Mr. Banks, in an excurfion

up the country, favv the frames of feveral Indian houfes, which appeared to have been

abandoned fome time; while the captain, having afcended one of the highefl hilN-,

obfervedthe high land to be flony and barren, and the low land near the river over-rua

with mangroves, among which the fait water flowed every tide.

On Tuefday the captain ordered the fmith's forge to be fet up, and dlrefted the

armourer to prepare the neceflary iron work for the repair of the vefTel. He likevvife

ordered out the officers ftores, water, &c. in order to lighten the fhip. This day

Mr. Banks croffed the river to view the country, which was little elfe than fand-hills.

He faw vaft flocks of crows and pigeons, of the latter of which he fliot feveral, which

were moll beautiful birds. On the day following, as they were removing the coals,

the water rufhed in, near the foremad, about three feet from the keel ; fo that it was

refolved to clear the hold entirely; wherefore they took out all the coals, and the next

day warped the fhip higher up the harbour, to a flation proper for laying her a-fliore in

order to fl;op the leak.

Early in the morning of the 2 2d the tide left the fhip, and they proceeded to

examine the leak, when they found that the rocks had cut through four planks into

the timbers, and that three other planks were damaged. In thcfe breaches not 2

fplinter was to be feen, the whole being fmooth, as if cut away by an iaftrument ; but

the prefervation of the veffel was owing to a very fingular circumflance. One of the

holes was large enough to have funk her, even with eight pumps conftantly at work
;

but this hole was in a great meafure flopped up by the fragment of the rock being left

flicking in it. They likewife found fome pieces of oakum, wool, &c. which had got

between the timbers, and (lopped many parts of the leak which had been left open by
the flone. Exclufive of the leak, great damage was done to various parts of the fliip's

bottom.

While the fmiths were engaged in m.aking nails and bolts, the carpenters began to

.^ork on the veffel ; and fome of the crew were fent acrofs the river to flioot pigeons

for the fick. Thefe people found a ftream of frefli water, difcovered many Indian

houfes, and had fight of a moufe-coloured animal, extremely fwlit, and about the fize

of a greyhound. On the 23d they faw plenty of fifli, but catched only three. This

day
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day many of the crew faw the animal above-mentioned ; and one of the feamen de-

clared he had I'ecn the devil, which he defcribcd in the following words : " He was as

large," fays he, " as a one-gallon keg, and very like it ; he had horns and wings, yet

he crept fo flovvly through the grafs, that if I had not been afeared, I might have

touched him." It appeared afterwards, that this poor fellow had feen a bat, which is

almofl black, and as large as a partridge ; and his own apprehenfions had furniflied his

devil with horns.

The captain and Mr. Banks faw the animal above-mentioned, which had a long tail

that it carried like a greyhound : it leaped like a deer, and the print of its foot refembled

that of a goat.

The vcffel was now in a pofition which threw all the water abaft ; and Mr. Banks
having removed his whole colleftic-n of plants into the bread-room, they were this dav
found under water, by which fome of theni were totally deflroyed , but, by great

care, mofl of them v/ere reflored to a (late of prefervation.

On the 29th, the boat took as many fifli as allowed a pound and a half to each man,
A midfliipman faw a wolf exadly refembling thofe of America. Mr. Gore alfo faw
two flraw-coloured animals, of the fize of a hare, but fhaped like a dog. So mucb
fifli was taken, that each man had two pounds and a half j and plenty of greens were
gathered, which being boiled with thepeafe, their fare was deemed excellent.

Cockles were found by the mailer fo large, that one of them was more than fuf-

ficient for two men ; and Ukewife plenty of other fliell-filh, of which he brought a
fupply to the fliip. This day they fucceeded in an attempt to float the fliip ; when they

found that, by the pofition flie had lain in, (he had fprung a plank, fo that it was again

necelTary to lay her afliore. An alligator fwam by the fliip feveral times this dav.

Mr. Banks and a party made an excurfion up a river, and on the 8th they f\w feveral

animals, one of which was judged to be a wo!/. At night they made a fire, and took
up their quarters on the banks of the river ; but the night was rendered extremely
difagreeable by the ftings of the mufquitoes, which purfued them into the fmoke, and
almoll into the fire. At break of day they fet out in fcarch of game, and faw four
animals, two of which were chaced by Mr. Banks's greyhound ; but they greatly out-

ilripped him in fpeed, by leaping over the long thick grafs, which incommoded the dog
hi running. It was obfcrved of this animal, that he leaped or bounded forward on two-

legs, inftead of running on four.

The tide favouring their return, they loll no time in getting back to the lliip. The
mailer, who had been feven leagues at fea, returned foon after Mr. Banks, bringin^^

with him three turtle, which he took, with a boat-hook, and which together weighed near
cigh.t hundred pounds.

In the morning four Indians, in a fmall canoo, were within fight. They foon came
quite alongfide the fhip ; and having received prefents, landed where Tupia and a few
failors were on ihorc. They had each two lances, and a flick with wliich they throw
them. Advancing towards the Englifh, 'I'upia perfuaded them to lay down their arms,
and fit by him, which they readily did. 'i'hey ilaid with him till dinner-time, when he
made figns of invitation for them to go to the fhip and cat ; but this they declined, and
retired in their canoe.

Thefe men were of the common (laturo, with very fmall limbs ; their complexion
a deep chocolate ; their hair black, either lank or curled, but not of the wool kind.

The vifit of three of thcfc Indians was renewed the next morning, and they brought
with them a fourth, whom they called Yaparico, who appeared to be a perfon of fome
coniequencc. The bone of a bird, about fix inches long, was thruft through the griftle

of
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of his nofe : and indeed all the inhabitants of this place had their nofes bored, for the

reception of fuch an ornament. Thefe people being quite naked, the captain gave one

of them an old fhirt, which he bound round his head like a turban, inftead of ufing it

to cover any part of his body. They fuddenly leaped into their canoe, and rowed off,

from a joaloufy of fome of the gentlemen who were examining it. The canoe was
about ten feet long, and calculated to hold four perfons ; and when it was in Ihallow

water they moved it by means of poles.

On the 14th, Mr. Gore Ihot one of the moufe-coloured animals above-mentioned.

It chanced to bo a young one, weighing no more than thirty-eight pounds ; but when
full grown they are as large as a Iheep. The (kin of this beaft, which is called

Jcanguroo, is covered with (liort fur, and is of a dark moufe-colour ; the head and ears

are fomewhat like thofe of a hare : this animal was dreffed for dinner, and proved fine

eating.

The natives being now become familiar with the fhip's crew, one of them was de-

fired to throw his lance, which he did with fuch dexterity and force, that though it

was not above four feet from the ground at the higheft, it penetrated deeply into a tree

at the diflance of fifty yards. The natives now went on board the fhip, and were well

pleafed with their entertainment. On the 1 9th they faw feveral of the women, who,
as well as the men, were quite naked. They were this day vifited by ten of tiie

natives, who feemed refolved to have one of the turtle that was on board, which they

repeatedly made figns for, and being as repeatedly refufed, they exprefied the utmolt

rage and refentment ; and one of them, in particular, having received a denial from
Mr. Banks, he ftaniped, and puflied him away in the moft violent manner. At
length they laid hands on two of the turtles, and drew them to the fide of the (hip

where the canoe lay ; but the failors took them away. They made feveral fimilar

attempts, but being equally mifuccefsful they leaped fuddenly into their canoe, and
rowed off. At this inllant the captain, with Mr. Banks, and five or fix feamen, went
afliore, where they arrived before the Indians, and where many of the crew were
already employed. As foon as the Indians landed, one of them fnatched a fire-brand

from undei- a pitch-kettle, and running to the windward of what effecls were on fliore,

fet fire to the dry grafs, which burnt rapidly, fcorched a pig to death, burnt part of the

fmith's forge, and would have deftroyed a tent of Mr. Banks's, but that fome failors

came from the fhip juft in time to get it out of the way of the flames. In the interim

the Indians went to a place where the fifhing-nets lay, and a quantity of linen was laid

out to dry, and there again fet fire to the grafs, in fpite of all perfuafion, and even of

threats. A mufket loaded with fmall fhot was now fired, and one of them being

wounded, they ran off. This fecoud fire was eafily extinguifhed, but the other burnt

far into the woods.

The natives continuing flill in fight, a niulket charged with ball was fired near them

;

upon hearing which, they foon got out of fight ; but their voices being foon heard in

the woods, and feeming to come nearer, the captain, with a few of the men, went to

meet them. When they were in fight of each other, both parties flopped, except an
old Indian, who advanced before the reft a httle way, but foon halted, and fpeaking a

few words retreated to his brethren, and they all retired together. The Englifh having

feized fome of their darts, foUov/ed them about a mile, and then fat down, the Indians

fitting about an hundred yards from them. The old man again came forward, having

in his hand a lance with a point. He ftopped and fpoke feveral times, on which the

captain made figns of friendfhip. The old Indian now turned to his companions, and
liaving fpoken to them, they placed their lances againit a tree, and came forward as in

4 friendlhip j
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friendfliip ; whereupon their dans, which had been taken, were returned, and the

whole quarrel feemed to be at an end. When Captain Cook got on board, he faw the

woods burning at the diftance of two miles.

The mailer having been fent to fearch for a paffage to the northward, returned with

an account that he could not find any. By the nightof the 20th, the fire had extended

many miles round them on the hills. On the 22d they killed a turtle, through both

fhoulders of which fluck a wooden harpoon, which the Indians had Itrickcn it with,

and the wound was quite healed. The next day one of the feamen, who had ftrayed

from his company, met with four Indians at dinner : he was alarmed at this unexpected

meeting, but had prudence enough to conceal his apprehenfions, and fitting down by

them, gave them his knife, which having all looked at, they returned. He would then

have left them ; but they chofe to detain him, till, by feeling his hands and face, they

were convinced he was made of flefli and blood like themfelves. They then difmiflfed

him, directing him the nearefl way to the fliip.

On the 26th, Mr. Banks catched a female animal, called the opoffom, with two

young ones.

On the 4th of Auguft they put to fea, the pinnace going a-head to keep founding,

and at noon came to an anchor, when the captain gave the name of Cape Bedford to

the northernmod point of land in fight, and that of Endeavour River to the harbour

which they had quitted.

The provifions ihey obtained while in this harbour confided of turtle, which they

went feme miles to fea to catch ; oyfters of three different forts, large cavalhe or

fcomber, large mullets, fome flat fiih, a great number of fmall fcombri, and fixate or

ray-filh
;

purflain, wild-beans, the tops of cocoas, and cabbage-palms. Of quadrupeds

there are goats, wolves, and pole-cats, and a fpotted animal of the viverra kind ; and

feveral kinds of ferpents, only fome of which are venomous. Dogs are the only taraa

animals.

On the 4th, fuch a quantity of fifh was catched, as allowed a dividend of two pounds

to each man. During the fix following days they flruggled incefiantly to fail fafely

pafl: the flioals and breakers, by which they were every way furrounded. On the loth

they were between a head-land and three illands, which had been difcovered on the

preceding day, and began to conceive hopes that they were out of danger; but this

not proving the cafe, the head-land received the name of Cape Flattery.

After a converfation held among the officers, it was their concurrent opinion, that it

would be beft to leave the coalt, and ftand out to fea ; and in confequence of thefe

fentiments, they failed on the 13th of Auguft, 1770, and got in an open fea, after

having been furrounded by dreadful flioals and rocks for near three months. They
had now failed above a thoufand miles, during all which run they had been obliged to

keep founding without the intermiflion of a fingle minute ; a circumftance which, it

is fuppofed, never happened to any fliip but the Endeavour.

Having anchored on the 14th, they iteered a wcfferly courfe on the following day to

get fight of the land, that a paflage between that land and New Guinea might not be

miffed, if there was any fuch paffage. They flood northward till midnight. When
day-light came on they faw a dreadful furf break at a vaft height, within a mile of the

fhip, towards which the rolling waves carried her with great rapidity. Thus diftrefl"ed,

the boats were fent ahead to tow, and the head of the veflcl was brought about, but

not till flie was within one hundred yards of the rock, between which and her there

was nothing left but the chafm, made by the laft wave which had wafhed her fide, and

VOL. XI. 4 B which
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which had rilen and broke to a wonderful height on the rock. ; but, in the moment they

expedcd inflant deftruftion, a breeze, hardly difcernible, aided the boats in getting the

vcffel ill an oblique diredion from the rock. The hopes, however, afforded by this

providential circumflance, were deltroyed by a perfefl; calm, which fucceedcd in a few

minutes
; yet the breeze once more returned before they had lofl the little grcnrnd

which had been gained.

At this time a fmall opening was feen in the reef, and a young oflicer being fent to

examine it, found that its breadth did not much exceed the length of the flaip, but that

there was i'mooth water on the other fide of the rocks. Animated by liie hope of

preferving life, they now attempted to pafs the opening ; but this was impofllble ; for

it having become high water in the interim, the ebb tide ruflied through it with

amazing imi^etuofity, carrying the fhip about a quarter of a mile from the reef, and

fhe foon reached the didance of two miles by the help of the boats. When the ebb

tide was fpent, the tide of flood again drove the veflll very near the rocks ; fo that

their profpcdl of deflruclion was renewed, when they difcovered another opening, and

a light breeze fpringing up, they entered it, and were driven through it with a rapidity

that prevented the fliip from ftriking againft either fide of the channel. The fhip now
came to an anchor, and her crew were grateful for having regained a flation which

they had been very lately mofl anxious to quit.

The name of Providential Channel was given to the opening through which the

Ihip had thus efcaped the moft imminent dangers. A high promontory on the main

land in fight was denominated Cape Weymouth, and a bay near it Weymouth Bay.

This day the boats went out to fifli, and met with great fuccefs, particularly in catching

cockles ; fome of which were of fuch an amazing fize, as to require the ftrength of

two men to move them. Mr. Banks likewife fucceeded in his fearch for rare fliells,

and different kinds of coral.

On the 2 1 ft feveral iflands were difcovered, which were called York Ifles. In the

afternoon they anchored between fome iflands, and obferved that the channel now
began to grow wider. They obferved two diflant points, between which no land could

be feen ; fo that the hope of having at length explored a paffage into the Indian Sea

began to animate every breaft.

The captain and his company now afcended a hill upon one of thefe iflands, from
whence they had a view of near forty miles, in which fpace there was nothing that

threatened to oppofe their paffage ; fo that the certainty of a channel feemed to be
almoft afcertained. Previous to their leaving the ifland. Captain Cook dii'played the

Englilh colours, and took poffeffion of all the eaftern coaft of the country, from the

thirty-eighth degree of fouth latitude, to the prefent fpot, by the name of New South

Wales, for his Sovereign the King of Great Britain ; and the place received the name
of Poffeflion Ifland.

They were now advanced to the northern extremity of New Holland, and had the

fatisfaftion of viewing the open fea to the weftward. The north-eaft entrance of the

paffage is formed by the main land of New Holland, and by a number of iflands,

which took the name of the Prince of Wales's Iflands, and which Captain Cook
imagines may reach to New Guinea. To the paffage which they had failed through.

Captain Cook gave the name of Endeavour Streights.

New South Wales is a much larger country than any hitherto known, which is not

deemed a continent, being larger than all Europe ; which is proved by the Endeavour
having coafted more than two thoufand miles, even if her traft was reduced to a Itraight

line.
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line. To the northward the grafs is not fo rich, nor the trees fo high as in the fouthern

parts ; and almofl; every where, even the largeit trees grow at a diflance of not lefs

than thirteen yards afunder.

Befides the quadrupeds already mentioned, there is one, the belly of which is totally

white, and the back brown, with white fpots ; it is much like a polecat, and the Indians

call it quoll. There are vafl numbers of beautiful pigeons, many of which were fhot

by the I'eamen ; and the other land-birds are eagles, hawks, cranes, herons, buftards,

crows, quails, doves, parrots, parroquets, cockatoos, and fome other birds of very

elegant plumage.

The infedls are few in number, among which the mufquito and the ant are the chief.

The ants are of four kinds. The firft are perfeftly green, and live on trees, in which
they build curious nefts, by bending down the leaves, and gluing them together with

an animal juice; thoufands of them joined to keep the leaf in its proper pofition, while

many others were employed in the gluing them. Being difturbed in their work, the

leaves, which are four or five inches in breadth, flew back with a force which was
thought much fuperior to the united ftrcngth of thefe infefts. Thofe who difturbed

them paid for their curiofity, by being (lung in a very fevere manner.

The fecond kind of ants are quite black, and live in the infide of the branches of

trees, after they have worked out the pith. Some of the branches being gathered,

millions of thefe animals iffued from every broken twig.

The third fort took up their lodging in the root of a plant that twines round the

trunk of other trees. This root, which they hollowed for their purpofe, was cut into

great numbers of paflages which ran acrofs each other ; yet the plant appeared not to

have been injured. Thefe were not more than half the fize of the red ant of this

country ; but, upon being difturbed, they crawled over the body in thoufands, and put

their difturbcrs to the pain arifing from exquifite tickling.

The fourth kind were like the white ants of the Eaft Indies ; and had one fort of

nefts as big as a half-peck loaf, hanging from the boughs of the trees, and compofed
of feveral minute parts of vegetables, fluck together by a glutinous matter, fuppofed

to have been fupplied from their own bodies. The cells had a communication with

each other, and had openings which led to other nefls on the fame tree ; they

had likewife a hollow covered paffage to another nefl on the ground, at the root of a

different tree from that on which the former neft was fufpcnded. The ground nefts

are fix feet in height, and almofl: as much in breadth ; the outfide being pladered with

clay of near two inches in thicknefs. Thefe have a fubterraneous paffage to the roots

of the trees near which they ftand ; whence the ants afcend, by covered ways, up the

trunk and branches. As thefe ground-built houfes are proof againft the invafion of

the rain, it is fuppofed that the ants retire to them during the wet feafon.

The feas abound with delicate green turtle, befides thofe enormous cockles

which have been already mentioned. Alligators are found in the rivers and fait

creeks.

The men are well made, of the middle fize, and active in a high degree; but their

voices are foft, even to effeminacy. Their colour is the chocolate ; but they were fo

covered with dirt, as to look almoli: as black as negroes.

The chief ornament of thefe people is the bone that is thruft through the nofe,

which the failors whimficaliy termed their fprltfail-yard. Some few of them had an

ornament of fhells hanging acrofs the breaft. Befides thefe ornaments, they painted

their bodies and limbs white and red, in (Iripcs of different dimenfions j and they had

a circle of white round each eye, and fpots of it on the lace.

4 B 2 Their
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Their huts were built with fmall rods, the two ends of which were fixed into the

ground, fo as to form the figure of an oven j they are covered with pieces of bark

and pahn-leaves. The door of this building, which is only high enough to fit upright

in, is oppofite to the fire-place : they fleep with their heels turned up towards their

heads, and even in this poflure the hut will not hold more than four people.

They were frequently obferved with the leaves of a tree in their mouths, but whe-

ther it had the qualities either of tobacco or betle could not be known j but it was

obferved not to difcolour the teeth or lips.

They produce fire, and extend the flames in a very fingular manner; they reduce

©ne end of a ftick into an obtufe point, they place this point upon a piece of dry wood,

and turning the upright ftick very faft backward and forward betv\'een their hands,

the fire is foon produced : nor is it increafed with lefs celerity :— One of the natives

was frequently obferved to run along the fea-coaft, leaving fire in various places.

Thefe fires were fuppofed to be intended for the taking of the kanguroo, as that ani-

mal was fo very fhy of fire, that when forced by the dogs, it would not crofs places

which had been newly burnt, even when the fire was extinguiflied.

The points of their lances are fometimes made of fifli-bones, and fometimes of a

hard heavy wood ; they are barbed with other pieces of wood or bone, lo that when
they have entered any depth into the body, they cannot be drawn out without tearing

the flefh in a fhocking manner, or leaving fplinters behind them.

In the northern parts of this coaft, the canoes are formed by hollowing out the trunk

of a tree ; and it was conjectured, that this operation muft have been performed by
fire, as the natives did not appear to have any inftrument proper for the purpofe. The
canoes are in length about fourteen feet, and fo narrow that they would be frequently

overfet, but that they are provided with an outrigger. The natives row them with

paddles, ufing both hands in that employment.

That the natives of this country fometimes wage vi'ar with each other is evident

from their being pofTefled of weapons
;

yet not a fingle wound was feen on any of

their bodies.

We fhall now proceed to give an account of their paflage from New South Wales
to New Guinea, with a recital of the incidents which happened on their landing on the

lafl mentioned country.

Early in the morning of the 24th of Augurt; 1770, the cable broke near the ring,

in the attempt to weigh the anchor; on which another anchor was dropped, which
prevented the ftip driving. Determined, however, not to lofe the anchor, they reco-

vered it the next morning.

Soon after the anchor was weighed, the fhip got under fail, fleering north-weft,

and in a few hours one of the boats which was a-head made the fignal for (hoal-water.

The fiiip inftantly brought to, with all her fails ftanding. It was now found that flie

had met with another narrow efcape, as fhe was almofl: encompafled with (hoals ; and
was likewife fo fituated between them, that fhe muft have ftruck before the boat's

crew had made the fignal, if fhe had been half the length of a cable on either

fide. In the afternoon fhe made fail with the ebb tide, and got out of danger before

fun. fet.

Next morning, the 28th, they purfued their voyage again, fleering due north.

The fliip now held this courfe, barely within fight of land, till the 3d of Septem-
ber ; and as the water was but jufl deep enough to navigate the veffel, many unfuc-

cefsful attempts were made to bring her near enough to get on fliore : it was therefore

determined to land in one of the boats, while the Ihip kept plying ofl' and on.

I . In
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In confequence of this refolution, on the 3d of September, the captain, accompanied

by Meflxs. Banks and Solander, and attended by the boat's crew and Mr. Banks's

fervant, fet out in the pinnace ; but when they came within two hundred yards of the

fliore, the water was fo fliallow, that they were obliged to leave the boat to the care

of two of the failors, and wade to land. They were no fooner clear of the water,

than they faw feveral prints of human feet on the fand, below high water mark,
whence it was evident that the natives had been very lately there.

Our adventurers were now near a quarter of a mile from the pinnace, when three

of the natives ran out of the woods, about one hundred yards beyond them, fhouting

in the mofl: violent manner. They inftantly ran towards our countrymen, the firfl of
the three throwing fomething out of his hand, which flew on one fide of him, burning

in (he fame manner as gunpowder, but making no noife, while the other two threw

their lances. The Englifli now fired ; when the natives itopped, and call another

lance, on which the mufquets were loaded with ball and again fired. The poor

Indians now ran otf with expedition, having mofl probably been wounded in the

unequal conflift. Captain Cook and his companions, unwilling farther to injure thofe

who could not originally have intended them any harm, retreated haftily to the boat,

which having reached, they rowed abreafl of the natives, who by this time were affem-

bled to the number of about eighty. Their ftature was nearly the fame with that of

the inhabitants of New South Wales, but their colour not quite fo dark. Daring the

furvey that was taken of them, they continued letting off their fires, a few at a time,

in a kind of regular platoons ; they were difcharged by means of a piece of flick,

almofl like a hollow cane, which being fwung fideways, produced fire and fmoke ex-

aftly like that occafioned by the firing of fmall arms. The crew on board the fhip

faw this flrange phoenomenon, and thought the natives had fire-arms. The gentlemen

having fatisfied their curiofity, by attentively looking at thefe people, fired fome
mufquets above their heads, the balls from which being heard to rattle among the

trees, the natives deliberately retired. The lances which had been thrown foon after

the gentlemen landed, were made of a reed, or bamboo cane, and the points were
made of hard wood, barbed in feveral places ; it is imagined, that thefe lances were
difcharged by means of a throwing-ftick, as they flew with great fwiftnefs above fixty

yards.

The whole coall of this country is low land, but clothed with a richnefs of trees

and herbage which exceeds all defcription. The cocoa-nut trees were alfo very

numerous.

On the evening of the 9th, they f\iw what had the appearance of land. The fhip

ftood off antl on during the night, when a number of fires were feeil upon the ifland,

and the next morning fmoke was feen in feveral places, whence it was conjectured

that the place was well peopled.

On the i6th, they had fight of the little ifland called Rotte ; and the fame day faw

the ifland Semau.
At ten o'clock this night a dull reddifli light was feen in the aiz-. This phoenomenon,

which reached about ten degrees above the horizon, bore a confidcrable refemblance

to the Aurora Borealis, only that the rays of light which it emitted h;\d no tremulous

motion. It was furvcyed for two hours, during which time its brightnefs continued

undiminilTied.

As the fhip was now clear of all the iflands which had been laid down in fuch maps
as were on board, they made fail during the night, and were lurprilcd the next morn-
ing at the fight of an ifland to the well-fouth-welt, which they flattered themfelves was

a new
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a new difcovery. Before noon they had fight of houfes, groves of cocoa-nut trees,

and large flocks of fheep. This was a welcome fight to people whofe health was de-

clining for want of refrefhmenfs. The fecond lieutenant was immediately difpatched

in the pinnace, in fearch of a landing-place ; and he took with him fuch things as it

was thought might be acceptable to the natives : Dr. Solander went with him.

Two horfemen were feen from tlie fliip, one of whom had a laced hat on, and was
drefled in a coat and waiftcoat of the fafiiion of Europe. Thefe men rode about on
fliore, taking little notice of the boat, but regarding the (hip with the utmofl: attention.

As foon as the boat reached the fliore, fome other perfons on horfeback, and many on
foot, haftened to the fpot, and it was obferved that fome cocoa-nuts were put into the

boat, from whence it was concluded that a trafiick had commenced with the natives.

A fignal being made from the boat that the fhip might anchor in a bay at fome diftance,

ilie immediately bore away for it.

When the lieutenant came on board, he reported that he could not purchafe any
cocoa-nuts, as the owner of them was abl'ent, and that what he had brought were
given him ; in return for which he had prefented the natives with fome linen. The
method by which he learnt that there was a harbour in the neighbourhood, was by the

natives drawing a kind of rude map on the fand, in which the harbour, and a town
near it were reprefented ; it was likewifc hinted to hin\ that fruit, fowls, hogs, and
fncep, might be there obtained in great abundance. He faw feveral of the principal

inhabitants of the ifland, who wore chains of gold about their necks, and were drefled

in fine linen. When the boat's crew were on the point of returning to the fliip, the

gentleman who had been feen on horfeback in the drefs of Europe came down to the

beach ; but the lieutenant did not think it proper to hold a conference with him, be-

caufe he had left his commifllon on board the fliip.

In the evening, when the fliip had entered the bay to which they had been recom-
mended, an Indian town was feen at a fmall diftance, upon which a jack was hoifted

on the fore-top-maft-head. Prefently afterwards three guns were fired, and Dutch
colours were hoifted in the town. The fliip, however, held on her way, and came to

an anchor at feven in the evening.

The colours being feen hoifted on the beach the next morning, the captain con-

cluded that the Dutch had a fettlement on the ifland ; he therefore difpatched the

fecond lieutenant to mention what neceflaries they were in want of.

He was conducted to the Raja, or King of the ifland, to whom, by means of a
Portuguefe interpreter, he made known his bufinefs. The Raja faid, he was ready
to fupply the fliip with the neceflary refrefliments ; but that he could not trade with

any other people but the Dutch, with whom he was in alliance, without having firft

obtained their confent ; but that he would make application to the Dutch agent, who
was the only white man among them. This agent, whofe name was Lange, behaved
politely to the lieutenant, and told him he might buy what he thought proper of the

inhabitants of the ifland.

Immediately after, the Raja and Mr. Lange intimated their wiflies to go on board
the fiiip, and that two of the boat's crew might be left as hoftages for their fafe return ;

the lieutenant gratified both thefe requefts, and took them on board juft before dinner

was ferved. It was thought that they would have fat down without ceremony ; but,

after fome hefitation, the Raja intimated his doubts, whether, being a black, they

would permit him to fit down with them. The politenefs of the officers foon removed
his Icruples, and the greateft good humour and feftivity prevailed among them. As
Dr. Solander, and another gentleman on board, were tolerable proficients hi Dutch,

4 they
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they acted as interpreters between Mr. Lange and the officers, while feme of thefailors,

who underftood Portuguefe, converfed with fuch of the Raja's attendants as fpoke that

language. The chief part of the dinner was mutton, which the Raja having tailed,

he begged an Engliili fliecp, and the only one which they had left was given him. He
then aiked for a dog, and Mr. Banks gave him his greyhound ; and a Ipying-glafs was
prefented to him, on Mr. Lange's intimating that it would be acceptable.

The vifitors now told Captain Cook, that there was great plenty of fowls, hogs,
fheep and buffaloes on the ifland, numbers of which fhould be conveyed to the fea

fhore on the following day, that he might purchafe what was neceffary for the recovery
of the fick, and tor fea-llores. This welcome news gave great fpirlts to the company,
and the bottle went fo brifkly round, that Mr. Lange and his companions became almoft
intoxicated. They had, however, the rclblution to exprefs a dehre to depart, before
they were quite drunk. Melfrs. Solander and Banks went afliorc with the vifitors

who were faluted at their departure with nine guns, which they returned with three
cheers.

On the following day the captain, attended by feveral gentlemen, went on fliore to

return the Raja's vifit ; but their principal intention was, to buy the refrefliments which
had been mentioned the preceding day. When they landed, they were chagrined
to find that the cattle had not been driven down to the beach. They went on to the
town.

The Raja was at the houfe of alTembly, furrounded by many of his principal fub-
jccts ; and Mr. Lange alfo attended. Captain Cook having informed them that he
had loaded his boat with goods, which he wifhed to exchange for neceflary refrefh-

ments, permifTion was given to land his efleds. The Captain now endeavoured to

make an agreement for the hogs, fheep, and bufialoes, which were to be paid for in

cafh ; but this bunnei's was no Iboner hmted at than Mr. Lange took his leave, having-

ftrfl told the captain that he muft make his agreement with the natives ; and addino-,

that he had received a letter from the Governor of Concordia, in Timor, the contents

of which fhould be difclofed at his return.

They were invited to dine with the Raja, but he did not partake of the entertain-

ment, as it was not cuftomary here to fit down with their guefls. They began their

dinner, which confifted of pork and rice, very excellent of their kinds, ferved up in

thirty-fix difhes, and three earthen bowls, filled with a kind of broth, in which the-

pork had been boiled. The fpoons were formed of leaves, but were lb fmall, that the

hunger of the guefts would fcarcely allow them patience to ufe them.
When dinner was ended, the captain invited the Raja to drink wine with him ; but

this he declined, faying, that the man who entertained company fliould never o-ct drunk
with his guelts.

When the bottle had circulated fome time. Captain Cook began to enquire after the

cattle that were promifed to be driven down to the beach ; when Mr. Lange informed
him, that in the letter which he had received from the Governor of Concordia, in-

ftrudions were given, that if the fhip fhould touch at the ifland, and be in want of
provifions, flie fhould be fupplicd ; but that he was not to permit her to remain longer
than was abfolutely ncccilary. That no prefcnts were to be made to the natives of
low rank, nor even left with their fuperiors to be divided among them after the fhip

had failed ; but, he added, that any trifling civilities received from the Indians, might
be acknowledged by a prcfent of beads, or any other articles of finall value. It is a

very probable conjecture, that the whole ut this ftory was of Mr. Lange's own manu-
ladure.
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fafture, and folely calculated to draw all the prefents of any value into his own
pocket.

Soon after this the captain was informed, that fomc fhecp had been driven down to

the beach ; but had been conveyed away before the men could get money ft-om the

Jhip to pay for them, and that not a fingle hog or buffaloe had been driven dov/n j but

that a fmall numer of fowls, and a quantity of the pahn-fyrup had been bought.

Heartily vexed to be thus difappointed of the chief articles which were wanted, the

captain remonftrated with Mr. Lange, who told him, that if he and his officers had gone
to the fpot, they might have purchafed any thing they pleafed j but that the Indians

imagined the feamen would impofe on them with counterfeit money.
This ftory was no more credited than the former ; but not to lofe more time in a

cafe of fuch urgency, the captain inflantly repaired to the beach ; but there were no
cattle to be bought. Durhig his abfence, Lange informed Mr. Banks that the Indians

were offended, that the feamen had not offered gold for what they had to fell, and that

no other metal would purchafe their commodities ; but Mr. Banks, difdaining to hold

farther converfation with a man who had been guilty of fuch repeated fubterfugcs, left

him abruptly.

On the 20th the captain and Dr. Solander went again on fhore, and while the latter

proceeded to the town in fearch of Lange, the captain Itaid on the beach, with a view

to buy cattle. At this place was an old man, who had been diflinguiflied by the name
of prime minifter, becaufe he appeared to be inverted with confiderable authority ; and
the captain now prefented him with a fpying-glafs, in order to make a friend of him.

At prefent there was nothing brought for fale but a fmall buffaloe, for which five gui-

neas were demanded. Though the captain knew that this was double its value, yet

he bid three guineas, as he was willing to begin dealing at any rate. The perfon who
had it to fell laid, he could not take the money till the Raja had been informed what

was offered ; on which a man was fent to him, who foon carne back with a melFage,

that five guineas would be the loweft price : this the captain rcfufed to give ; on which

a fecond meffenger was difpatched, who flaying a long time, Captain Cook was
anxioufly expefting his return, when he faw Dr. Solander coming towards the beach,

efcorted by more than a hundred perfons, fome of whom had lances in their hands, and
the reft were armed with mufquets. When the doftor arrived at the markedng place,

he informed the captain, that Lange had interpreted to him a meflage from the Raja,

the fubftance of which was, that the natives were averfe to all traffick with the Englifh,

becaufe they would not give above half the real worth of the things which were offered

for fale ; and that all trading whatever Ihould be prohibited after that day.

A native of Timor, whofe parents were Portuguefe, came down with this party, and
dehvered to the captain what was pretended to be the order of the Raja, and which

was in fubftance the fame as Lange had told Dr. Solander ; but it was afterwards dif-

covered, that this man was a confederate of Lange's, in the fcheme of extortion. The
Englifh gentlemen had at the fame time no doubt but that the fuppofed order of the

Raja was a contrivance of thefe men ; and while they were debating how they fhould ad:

in this critical conjunfture, anxious to bring the affair to a fpeedy ilTue, the Portuguefe

began to drive away fuch of the natives as had brought palm-fyrup and fowls to fell,

and others who were now bringing fheep and buffaloes to the market.

Juft at this juncture Captain Cook happening to look at the old man who had been

diftinguifhed by the name of prime-minifter, imagined that he faw in his features a

difapprobation of the prefent proceedings j and willing to improve the advantage, he

grafped
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grafped the Indian's hand, and gave him an old broad fword. This well-tnned prefent

produced all the good effedts that could be wiflicd ; the prime minifter was enraptured

at fo honourable a mark of diRindion, and, brandifliing his fword over the head of
the impertinent Portuguefe, he made both him, and a man who commanded the party,

fit down behind him on the ground. The whole bufinefs was now accompUfhed ; the

natives, eager to fupply whatever was wanted, brought their cattle in for fale, and the

market was foon flocked. For the firft two buffaloes Captain Cook gave ten guineas

;

but he afterwards purchafed them by way of exchange, giving a mufquet for each
;

and at this rate he might have bought any number he thought proper. There feems

to be no doubt but that Lange had a profit out of the firfl two that were fold, and that

his reafon for having faid that the natives would take nothing but gold for their cattle,

was, that he might the more eafily fhare in the produce. Captain Cook purchafed of

the natives of this ifland fome hundred gallons of palm-fyru'p, a fmall quantity of gar-

lick, a large number of eggs, fome limes, and cocoa-nuts, thirty dozen of fowls, three

hogs, fix fheep, and nine buflalocs.

Having at length obtained thefe neceffary refrefhments, Captain Cook prepared for

failing fi'om this place.

This ifland is called Savu ; it is fituated in io° 35' fouth latitude, and 237° 30'

weft longitude, and has hitherto been very little known, or very imperfeftly defcribed.

Its length is between twenty and thirty miles ; but its breadth could not be afcertained.

At the time the Endeavour lay there it was near the end of the dry feafon, when it had
not rained for almoft feven months, nor was there a running flream of frefli water to

be feen, and the natives were fupplied only by fmall fprings, fituated at a diftance up
the country. The rains in this country ceafe in March or April, and fall again ia

Oftober or November : and thefe rains produce abundance of indico, millet, and
maize, which grow beneath the noblefl trees in the univerfe.

Befides thefe articles, the ifland produces tobacco, cotton, betle, tamarinds, limes,

oranges, mangoes, rice, Guinea-corn, callevances, and water-melons. A trifling

quantity of cinnamon was feen, and fome European herbs, fuch as garlic, fennel,

celery and marjoram ; befides which, there arc fruits of various kinds, and particularly

the bl'unbi, which has a fliarp tafle, and is faid to be a fine pickle, but it is not

eaten raw.

Several buffaloes were feen on this ifland, which were almoft as large as an ox

:

and from a pair of enormous horns of this animal which Mr. Banks faw, it was con-

jectured, that fome of them were much larger ; yet they did not weigh more than half

as much as an ox of the fame apparent fize, having loft the greater part of their flefli

through the late dry weather ; the meat, however, was juicy, and of a delicate flavour.

The horns of thefe animals bend backwards, they have no dewlaps, nor fcarce any hair

on their fkins, and their cars are remarkably large. The other tame animals on the

ifland arc dogs, cats, pigeons, fowls, hogs, goats, iheep, afles and horfes.

Few of the horfes are above twelve hands high, yet they are full of mettle, and pace

naturally in an expeditious manner ; the natives ride them with a halter only. The
fheep are not unlike a goat, and are therefore called cabritos. The fea-coaft furniflies

the inhabitants with turtle, but not in any great abundance.

The natives of the ifland of Savu are rather below the middle ftature ; their hair is

black and ftraight, and perfons of all ranks, as well thofe that are expofed to the

weather, as thofe that are not, have one general complexion, which is dark brown.

The men are well formed and fprightly, and their features differ much from each

other : the women, on the contrary, have all one fet of features, and are very fliort and

broad built.
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The men have filver pincers hanging by firings round their necks, with which they

pluck out the hair of their beards ; and both men and women root out the hair that

grows under the arms.

The drefs of the m?n confifts of two pieces of cotton cloth, one of which is bound

round the middle, and the lower edge of it being drawn pretty tight between the legs,

the upper edge is left loofe, fo as to form a kind of a pocket, in which they carry their

knives and other things : the other piece being pafl'ed under the former, on the back

of the wearer, the ends of it are carried over the flioulders, and tucked into the pocket

before. The women draw the upper edge of the piece round the waifl tight, while

the lower edge, dropping to the knees makes a kind of a petticoat : the other piece

of cloth is faftened acrofs the bread, and under the arms. This cloth, which is

manufadurcd by the natives, is dyed blue while in the yarn j and, as it is of various

lliades, its look when it comes to be worn is very beautiful.

The ornaments of the natives of Savu are very numerous, and confift of rings,

beads worn round the neck and on the wrifls, and chains of plaited gold wire,

likewife hung round the neck : thefe things were worn by both fexes ; but the

women had alfo girdles of beads round their waifl, which helped to keep up the

petticoat.

The houfes on the ifland of Savu are of different lengths, from twenty feet to four

hundred, according to the rank of the inhabitant, and are fixed on ports about four or

five feet from the ground. The houfes are generally divided into three rooms of

equal fize, the centre room being fet apart for the ufe of the women ; and fometimes

fmaller rooms are enclofed fi-om the fides of the building, the whole of which is thatched

with the leaves of the palm-tree.

The natives eat of all the tame animals which the ifland produces, but they prefer

the hog to all the reft ; next to the hog's flelh they admire that of the horfe, to which

fucceeds the buffalo, and then the poultry ; and they like the flefh of cats and dogs

much better than that of goats and fheep. They feldom eat fifli.

The fan-palm is the moft remarkable, and moft ufeful tree that grows on the ifland,

its ufes being equally great and various. Soon after the buds put forth, the natives cut

them, and tying under them little baflcets, formed of the leaves of the tree, a liquor

drops into them, which has the tafte of a light wine, and is the common liquor of all

the inhabitants. The leaves of the tree are applied to the various ufes of making

tobacco-pipes, umbrellas, cups, bafkets, and the thatching of houfes. The fruit is

nearly the fize of a full grown turnip ; but the natives are not fond of it.

The ifland confifts of five divifions, each of which has a raja, or chief governor of

its own. Thefe divifions are called Timo, Maffara, Regeeua, Laai and Seba. It was

on this laft divifion that our Englifli adventurers went on fliore ; the raja of which

was between thirty and forty years of age, and remarkable for his corpulency. He
governs his people with the molt abfolute authority, but takes on him very little of the

parade or pomp of royalty.

The natives are fo expert in the ufe of their lances, that they will throw them with

fuch force and exaftnefs, as to pierce a man through the heart at the diftance of fixty

or feventy yards.

The inhabitants of Savu arc divided into five ranks ; the rajas, the land-owners,

manufacturers, labourers, and flaves. The land-owners are refpe£ted in proportion

to the extent of their lands, and the number of their flaves, which laft are bought and

fold with the eftates to which they belong ; but when a flave is boujht feparately, a

tat ho.? is tlie price of the purchafe. Though a imui may fell his flave in this manner,

I or
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or convey him with his lands, yet his power over him extends no farther, for he mufl

not even ftrike him without the raja's permiflion.

The natives in general are robuft and healthy, and had the appearance of being

long-lived. The fmall-pox has found its way to this ifland, and is as much dreaded as

the pcftilence. When this diforder attacks any perfon, he is carried to fome fpot at a

great diflance from any houfe, where his food is conveyed to him by means of a long

(lick, for no one will venture very near the invalid, who is thus left to take his chance

of life or death.

The ifland of Savu having been vifitcd by the Portuguefe almofl at their firft failing

into this part of the world, they cflabliflied a fettlement upon it ; but in a little time they

were fuccccded by the Dutch, who, though they did not formally poffefs themfelves of the

ifland, fent a number of trading vcflTels to eftablifh a treaty of commerce with the natives.

The principal objecl of this treaty is, that the rajas fliould furnifli the Dutch, for the

confumption of their fpice iflands, with rice, maize, &c. annually, and they are to

return the value in arrack, cutlery wares, linen, and filk. In this agreement the

rajas ftipulatcd, that a Dutch rcfident fhould be conftantly on the ifland, to obferve

that their part of the contrad was fulfilled.

As foon as this was accompliflied, they fent Mr. Lange to act as their refident.

Once every two months he is attended by fifty flaves on horfeback, and in this ftate

vifits each of the rajas. He conftantly takes with him a quantity of arrack, by the

help of which he does not fail of making advantageous bargains with the rajas.

Lange had been on this ifland ten years, during all which time he had not feen a

white perfon, except thofe who came annually in the Dutch fliip to carry off the rice,

lie is married to an Indian woman, a native of the ifland of Timor, and he lives in the

fame manner as the inhabitants of Savu, whofe language he fpeaks better than any

other ; like them too he fits on the ground and chews betle, and has fo perfectly

adopted their manners, that he is an abfolute Indian, except in drefs and complexion.

The morality of thefe people is of the pureft kind. A robbery is fcarce ever com-

mitted, and a murder is never perpetrated. When any difputes arife between the

natives, they inftantly fubmit the point in debate to the dccifion of the raja, and refl:

perfeftly fatisfied with his determination. No man is permitted to marry more than

one wife
;
yet a violation of the marriage bed, or even the crime of fimple fornication,

is almofl: wholly unknown among them.

Of the iflands in the neighbourhood of Savu, the principal is Timor, which is

annually vifited by the Dutch refidents on the other iflands, in order to make up their

accounts.

A French fhip was wrecked on the coafl: of Timor, about two years before the Endea-

vour was in thefe feas. She had been lodged on the rock feveral days, when the wind

tore her to pieces in an inflant, and the captain, with the greater number of the feamen,

were drowned ; but a lieutenant, and about eighty men reached the fliore, where their

immediate neceflities were relieved, after which they returned to the wreck, in com-

pany with fome Dutch and Indians, who aflifted them in recovering all their cherts

of bullion, fome of their guns and other effects, which being done, they returned,

where they remained feveral weeks ; but in this interval, death made fuch havock

among them, that not above half their number remained to be fent to their native

country.

The Endeavour failed from the ifland of Savu on the 2ift of September, 1770, and

bent her courfe weflwaid.
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AN ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK'S SECOND VOYAGE.

Bfgiai in 1772, andfimped in 1775.

VERY foon after the captain's return from his enterprize in the Endeavour, (an

account of which the reader has, it is fuppofed, jufl: read) it was determined to

fend two fliips to complete the dilcovery in the fouthern hemifphere ; and for this

purpofe two veflels of a particular conftrudion were purchafed of Captain Hammond,
of Hull : the largeft was 462 tons, flie was named the Refolution ; the other was n^
tons, and named the Adventure. Captain James Cook was appointed to the command
of the former, and Captain Tobias Furneaux was promoted from the rank of a lieu-

tenant to the command of the latter.

The Refolution had 112 perfons on board, officers included, and the'Adventure 81.

Mr. Forfter and his fon, and Mr. Wales, now mathematical mailer of Chrift's Hof-

pital, accompanied them.

On the 13th of June, 1772, at fix o'clock in the morning, both the fhips failed from

Plymouth Sound, and on the evening of the 2gth anchored in Funchiale Road, in the

ifland of Madeira. At the captain's and Mr. Forfter's landing, they were received by

a gentleman from the vice-conful, Mr. Sills, who conduced them to the houfe of

Mr. Eoughnans, the moft confiderable Englilh merchant in the place. This gentleman

not only obtained leave for Mr. Forfter to fearch the ifland for plants, but procured

them every other thing they wanted, and infifted on their accommodating themfelves

at his houfe during their ftay.

Having got on board a fupply of water, wine, and other neceflaries, they left

Madeira on the ift of Auguft, and fteered fouthward.

Captain Cook now made three puncheons of beer, of the infpiflated juice of malt.

The proportion was about ten of water to one of juice. They flopped at St. Jago for

a fupply of water, on the i oth ; the captain immediately difpatched an officer to afk

leave to water, and purchafe refrefhments, which was granted. The 14th in the

evening, having completed their water and got on board a fupply of refi-efhments,

fuch as hogs, goats, fowls, and fruit, they put to fea, and proceeded on their

voyage.

Port Praya, where they anchored, is a fmall bay, fituated about the middle of the

fouth fide of the ifland of St. Jago. The water is tolerable, but fcarce ; and bad

getting off, on account of a great furf on the beach. I'he refrefhments to be got here

are bullocks, hogs, goats, fheep, poultry, and fruits. The goats are of the antelope

kind, fo extraordinarily lean, that hardly any thing can equal them ; and the bullocks,

hogs, and flieep are not much better. Bullocks muft be purchafed with money ; the

price is twelve Spanifli dollars a head, weighing between 250 and 300 pounds.

Other articles may be got from the natives in exchange for old clothes, &c.

On the 19th, in the afternoon, one of the carpenter's -mates fell overboard, and was

drowned. He was over the fide, fitting on one of the fcuttles ; whence, it was fuppofed,

he had fallen ; for he was not feen till the very inftant he funk under the Ihip's ftern,

when all endeavours to fave him were too late. This lofs was fenfibly felt during the

voyage, as he was a fober man and a good workman.
On
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On the 27th, Captain Furneaux loft one of his petty officers.

With variable winds they advanced but flowly, and without meeting with any thing

remarkable till the 23d, when they faw a feal, or, as fome thought, a fea-lion, which
probably might be an inhabitant of one of the iflands of Triftian de Cunha, being now
nearly in their latitude.

At two in the afternoon on the 29th, they made the land of the Cape of Good
Hope. The Table Mountain which is over the Cape Town, diftance 12 or 14
leagues, was a good deal obfcured by clouds, otherwife it might, from its height, have

been feen at a much greater diftance. Between eight and nine o'clock this evening,

the whole fea, within the compafs of their fight became at once, as it were, illuminated,

or, what the feamen call, all on fire. This appearance of the fea, in fome degree, is

very common ; but the caufc is not fo generally known. Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander

were of opinion it was occafioned by fea infefts ; Mr. Fofter, however, fcemed not to

favour this opinion. Some buckets of water, were drawn up from along-fide the fliip,

which was found full of an innumerable quantity of fmall globular infefts, about the

fize of a common pin's head, and quite tranfparent.

In the morning they ftood into Table Bay, and anchored in five fathom water.

They had no fooner anchored than they were vifited by the captain of the port and
Mr. Brandt. This laft gentleman brought off" fuch things as could not fail of being

acceptable to perfons coming from fea. The mafter attendant alfo vifited them,

according to cuftom, to take an account of the ftiips ; to enquire into the health of the

crews; and, in particular, if the fmall-pox was on board; a thing they dread above

all others at the Cape, and for thefe purpofes a furgeon is always one of the

vifitants.

Captain Cook waited upon the governor, accompanied by Captain Furneaux and

the two Mr. Forfters. He received them with great politenefs, and promifed every

afliftance the place could afford.

After having vifited the governor and fome other principal perfons of the place,

they fixed at Mr. Brandt's, the ufual refidence of moft officers belonging to Englifti

{hips. This gentleman fparcs neither trouble nor expence to make his houfe agreeable

to thofe who favour him with their company, and to accommodate them with every

thing they want.

Three or four days after them, two Dutch Indiamen arrived here from Holland,

after a pailage of between four and five months, in which one loft, by the fcurvy and

other putrid difeafes, 150 men, and the other 41. They fent, on their arrival, great

numbers to the hofpital in very dreadful circumftances.

It was the i8th of November before they had got ready to put to fea. During this

ftay the crews of both fhips were ferved every day with frelh beef or mutton, new
baked bread, and as much greens as they could cat. The ftiips were caulked

and painted ; and, in every refpecl, put in as good a condition as when they left

England.

Mr. Forfter, whofe whole time was taken up in the purfuit of natural hiftory and

botany, met with a Swediftj gentleman, one Mr. Sparrman, who had ftudied under

Dr. Linnaeus. He, by Captain Cook's confent, embarked as an affiltant to Mr. Forfter,

who bore his expcnces on board, and allowed him a yearly ftipend befides.

At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 2 2d they weighed, with the wind at north

by weft. On the 25th they had abundaHce of albatroftes about them, feveral of which

were caught with hook and line ; and were very well rclinicd by many of the people,

notwithftanding they were at this time ferved with frcfli mutton. Judging that they

ftiould
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Ihould foon come into cold weather, the captain ordered flops to be ferved to fuch as

were in want ; and gave to eacli man the fear-nought jacket and trowfers allowed them
by the Admiralty.

A violent gale, which was attended with rain and hail, blew at times with fuch vio-

lence, that they could carry no liiils ; by which means they were driven far to the eaft-

ward of their intended courfe, and no hopes were left of reaching Cape Circumcifion.

But the grcatefl misfortune that attended them, was the lofs of great part of their live

ftock, which they brought from the Cape, and which confifted of fheep, hogs, and
geefe. There was now a fudden tranfition from warm, mild weather, to extreme cold

and wet, which made every man in the fliip feel its effefts ; for, by this time, the mercury
in the thermometer had fallen to 38, whereas at the Cape it was generally at 67 and
upwards. The night proved clear and ferene, and the only one that was fo fince they

left the Cape ; and the next morning the rifmg fun gave fuch flattering hopes of a

fine day, that they were induced to let all the reefs out of the top-fails. Their hopes,

however, foon vaniflied ; for by one o'clock P. M. the wind, which was at fouth-eaft

blew with fuch fl:rength as obliged them to take in all their fails, to (Irike top-gallant-

niafls, and to get the fpritfail-yard in. The three following days the wind abated.

On the loth, -the weather being hazy, they did not fee an ifland of ice, which they

were fleering diredly for, till thcv were lefs than a mile from it. It appeared to be

about 50 feet high, and half a mile in circuit. It was flat at the top, and its fides rofe

in a perpendicular direftion, againfl which the fea broke exceedingly high. Captain

Furneaux at firft took this ice for land, and hauled oft' from it, until called back by
fi^nal. As the weather was foggy, it was necefliary to proceed with caution.

The hazy weather continued on the nth and 12th, with fleet and fnow; fo that

they were obliged to proceed with great caution on account of the ice iflands. Six of

thefe they paffed this day ; fome of them near two miles in circuit and fixty feet high.

And yet, fuch was the force and height of the waves, that the fea broke quite over

them. Captain Cook fays, " This exhibited a view which for a few moments was
pleafmg to the eye ; but when we reflefted on the danger, the mind was filled with

horror. For were a fliip to get againfl the weather fide of one of thefe iflands when
the fea runs high, flie would be daflied to pieces in a moment."
From noon till eight o'clock in the evening, twenty ice iflands, of various extent,

both for height and circuit, came in view. At about nine o'clock they found no
ground with one hundred and fifty fathom of line.

At eight o'clock on the 14th, they brought to under a point of the ice, where they

had fmooth water : and the two captains fixed on rendezvoufes in cafe of fepai"ation,

and fome other matters, for the better keeping company.

Next day, the 1 5th, they had the wind at north-wefl a fmall gale, thick foggy weather,

with much fnow ; their fails and rigging were all hung with icicles. The fog was fo

thick, at times, that they could not fee the length of the fliip ; and they had much
difliculty to avoid the many iflands of ice that furrounded them.

On the 17th, they faw many whales, one feal, penguins, fome white birds, another

fort of peterel, which is brown and white, and not much unlike a pintado ; and fome

other forts. They found the fkirts of the loofe ice to be more broken than ufual

;

and it extended fome diftance beyond the main field, infomuch that they failed

amongft; it the mofl: part of the day ; and the high ice iflands without were innume-

rable. The weather was fenfibly colder than the thermometer feemed to point out,

infomuch that the whole crew complained. In order to enable them to fupport this

the better, the fleeves of their jackets, (which were !'q fhort as to expofe their arms
were
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were lengthened with baize ; and had a cap made for each man of the fame ftuff,

together with canvas ; which proved of great fervice to them.

On the 24th, being near an ifland of ice, which was about fifty feet high and four

hundred fathoms in circuit, the mafter went in the jolly-boat to fee if any water ran

from it. He foon returned with an account that there was not one drop, or any other

appearance of thaw. They failed this day through feveral floats, or fields of loofc ice,

lying in the direftion of fouth-eafl and north-weft.

On the 29th, they came to a refolutlon to run as far weft as the meridian of Cape
Circumcifion, provided they met with no impediment, as the diftance was not more
than eighty leagues, the wind favourable, and the fea feemed to be pretty clear of ice.

At one o'clock they fteered for an ifland of ice, thinking, if there were any loofe ice

round it, to take fome on board, and convert it into frefti water. At four they brought

to, clofe under the lee of the ifland, where they did not find what they wanted, but

faw upon it eighty-fix penguins. This piece of ice was about half a mile in circuit,

and one hundred feet high and upwards ; for they lay for. fome minutes with every

fail becalmed under it. The fide on which the penguins were, rofe floping from the

fea, fo as to admit them to creep up it.

They continued to the weftward, with a gentle gale at eaft-north-eaft ; the weather

being fometimes tolerably clear, and at other times thidc and hazy, with fnow. On
the 30th, they fhot one of the white birds; upon which they lowered a boat into the

water to take it up ; and by that means killed a penguin which weighed eleven pounds

and a half. The white bird was of the peterel tribe ; the bill, which is rather fhort, is of

a colour between black and dark-blue ; and their legs and feet are blue.

On the 2d of January, 1773, the weather was fo clear that they might have feen

land at fourteen or fifteen leagues diftance.

On the 5th, they had much fnow and fleet, which, as ufual, froze on the rigging as

it fell ; fo that every rope was covered with the fineft tranfparent ice. This afforded

an agreeable fight enough to the eye, but conveyed to the mind an idea of coldnefs,

much greater than it really was ; for the weather was rather milder than it had been

for fome time part, and the fea lefs incumbered with ice.

On the 9th they brought to, and hoifted out three boats ; and in about five or fix

hours, took up as much ice as yielded fifteen tons of good frefli water. The pieces

taken up were hard,' and folid as a rock ; fome of them fo large, that they were

obliged to break them with pick-axes, before they could be taken into the boats.

The falt-water which adhered to the ice was h trifling as not to be tafted, and after

it had lain on the deck a fhort time, entirely drained oft" ; and the water which the ice

yielded, was perfectly fw eet and well tafted. Captain Cook fays, " This is the moft

expeditious method of watering he ever met with."

On the 17th they faw no lefs than thirty-eight ice-iflands, one was fixtecn or eighteen

feet high at Icaft, and of great extent. Here alfo they faw many whales playing about

the ice ; and, for two days befdre, had feen feveral flocks of the brown and white

pintadoes, which were named antardic peterels, becaufe they feem to be natives of that

region.

On the 1 ft of February, at half paft four o'clock in the afternoon. Captain Furneau.x:

informed Captain Cook tiiat he had juft feen a large float of fea or rock-weed, and

about it feveral birds (divers.) Thefe were, cerrainly, figns of the vicinity of land ;

but whether it lav to the eaft or weft, was not poflible lor them to know.

On the Sth of February, having iolt fight of the Adventure, they fufpeded af'^para-

tlon had taken place, though thpy were at a lofs to tell Ikhv it had been elfectcd.

Captain
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Captain Furneaux had been ordered by Captain Cook, in cafe he was feparated, to

cruize three days in the place where he lalt faw him ; he therefore continued making

fhort boards, and firing half-hour guns, till the 9th in the afternoon, when the weather

having cleared up, they could fee feveral leagues round them, and found that the Ad-
venture was not within the limits of their horizon. At this time they were about two

or three leagues to the eaflward of the fituation they were in when they lafl: faw

her. Next day they faw nothing of her, notwithftanding the weather was pretty clear,

and Captain Cook had kept firing guns, and burning falfe fires all night. He there-

fore gave over looking for her, made fail, and fleered fouth-eaft, with a frefh gale at

weft-by-north , accompanied with a high fea from the fame diredion.

On the 17th, at nine in the mormng, they bore down to an ifland of ice, which they

reached by noon. It was full half a mile in circuit, and two hundred feet high at leaft ;

though very little loofe ice about it. But while they were confidering whether or no

they fliould hoifl out boats to take fome up, a great quantity broke from the ifland.

Of this detached part, they made a fliift to get on board about nine or ten tons before

eight o'clock, when they hoifted in the boats and made fail to the eaft, inclining to the

fouth, with a frelli gale at fouth : which, foon after, veered to fouth-fouth-weft and

fouth-weft, with fair but cloudy weather.

On the 23d, they tacked, and fpent the night, which was exceedingly ftormy, thick,

and hazy, with fleet and fnow, in making fliort boards. Surrounded on every fide

with danger, they wiflied for day-light. This, when it came, ferved only to increafe

their apprehenfions, by exhibiting to view thofe huge mountains of ice, which, in the

night, they had paflTed without feeing.

Thefe dangers were, however, now become fo familiar, that the apprehenfions they

caufed were never of long duration ; and were, in fome meafure, compenfated both by
the feafonable fupplies of frefli water thefe ice iflands afforded, (without which they

muft have been greatly diftreflTed,) and alfo by their very romantic appearance, greatly

heightened by the foaming of the waves into the curious holes and caverns which are

foi'med in many of them ; the whole exhibiting a view, which at once filled the mind
whh admiration and horror, and can only be defcribed by the hand of an able

painter.

The 28th, a fow having in the morning farrowed nine pigs, every one of them was
killed by the cold before four o'clock in the afternoon, notwithftanding great care was
taken of them : chilbains were alfo common. Such is the fummer weather they

enjoyed

!

On Sunday, the 7th of March, the weather became fair, the fliy cleared up, and
the night was remarkably pleafant, as well as the morning of the next day ; which for

the brightnefs of the fliy, and ferenity and mildnefs of the weather, gave place to none
they had feen fince they had left the Cape of Good Hope. It was fach as is little

known in this fea ; and, to make it ftill more agreeable, they had not one ifland of ice

in fight.

March 17th, Captain Cook now came to a refolution to quit the high fouthern lati-

tudes, and to proceed to New Zealand, to look for the Adventure, and to refrefli his

people.

This day they faw feveral porpoifes, into one of which Mr. Cooper ftruck a harpoon ;

but, as the fliip was running feven knots, it broke its hold, after towing it fome
minutes, and before they could deaden the ftiip's way.

As the wind, which continued between the north and weft, would not permit them
to touch at Van Dieraan's Land, they fhaped their courfe to New Zealand j and being

under
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•under no apprehenfions of meeting with any danger, the captain was not backward in

carrying fail.

For the three days pafl: the mercury m the thermometer had rifen to forty-fix,

and the weather was quite mild. Seven or eight degrees of latitude had made a

furprifing difference in the temperature of the air, which they felt with an agreeable

fatisfadion.

On the 25th, they were before the entrance of a bay, which they had miftaken for

Duiky Bay, being deceived by fome iflands that lay in the mouth of it.

Fearing to run, in thick weather, into a place to which they were ftrangers, and
feeing fome breakers and broken ground a-head, they tacked in twenty-five fathom

water, and flood out to fea.

On the 26th, they fleered and entered Dufky Bay about noon. In this bay
they were all flrangers ; in Captain Cook's former voyage, he only difcovered and
named it.

After running about two leagues up the bay, and pafTmg feveral of the ifles which

lay in it, they brought to, and hoifted out two boats ; one of which was fent away
with an officer round a point on the larboard hand, to look for anchorage. This he

found, and fignified the fame by fignal. They then followed with the fliip, and
anchored in fifty fathoms water, fo near the fliore as to reach it with an hawfer. This

was on Friday the 26th of March, at three in the afternoon, after having been one

hundred and feventeen days at fea ; in which time they failed three thoufand fix hun-

dred and fixty leagues, without having once fight of land.

After fuch a long continuance at fea, in a high fouthern latitude, it is but reafonable

to think that many of the people mufl be ill of the fcurvy. The contrary, however,

happened. Sweet wort had been given to fuch as were fcorbutic. This had fo far

the defired effeft, that they had only one man on board that could be called very

ill of this difeafe j occafioned chiefly by a bad habit of body, and a complication of

other diforders.

Their firfl care, after the fhip was moored, was to fend a boat and people a fifliing

;

in the mean time, fome of the gentlemen killed a feal, out of many that were upon a

rock, which made them a frcfli meal.

The fifhing-boat was very fuccefsful, returning with fifh fufficicnt for all hands for

fupper; and in a few hours in the morning, caught as many as ferved for dinner.

This gave them certain hopes of being plentifully fupplied with this article. Nor did the

fhores and woods appear lefs deflitute of wild fowl ; fo that they hoped to enjoy,

with eafe, what, in their fituation, might be called the luxuries of life. This deter-

mined them to flay fome time in this bay, in order to examine it thoroughly ; as no
one had ever landed before, on any of the fouthern parts of this country.

About one hundred yards from the ftern was a fine flream of frefli water. Thus
fituated, they began to clear places in the woods, in order to fet up the afironomer's

obfervatory, the forge to repair their iron-work, tents for the fail-makers and coopers

to repair the fails and cafks in ; to land the empty cafks, to fill water, and to cut down
wood for fuel ; all of which were abfolutely neccfl'ary occupations. They alio began
to brew beer from the branches or leaves of a tree, which much rcfcmbles the Ame-
rican black fprucc.

The few fhecp and goats they had left were not likely to fare well, there being no
grafs here but what was coarfe and harlh. It was, however, not fo bad, but it was
expected they would devour it with great grecdinefs, but they were the more furprifed

to find they would not taite it ; nor did they feem over fond of the leaves of more
VOL. XI. 4 D tender
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tender plants. Upon examination they found their teeth loofe ; and that many of

them had every other fymptom of an inveterate fca fcurvy. Out of four ewes and two

rams, which Captain Cook brought from the Cape, with an intent to put afhore in this

country, he had only been able to preferve one of each ; and even thcfe were in fo

bad a ftate, that it was doubtful if they could recover, notwithflanding all the care pof-

fible had been taken of them.

On the 28th, a canoe appeared, and came within mufquet fhot of the fhip. There

were in it feven or eight people. They remained looking at the fhip for fome time,

and then returned ; figns of friendfliip did not prevail on them to come nearer.

After dinner the captain took two boats and went in fearch of them. They found a

canoe hauled upon the fliore near to two fmall huts, where were feveral fire-places,

fome fifhing-nets, a few fifli lying on the fhore, and fome in the canoe, but faw no
people ; they probably had retired into the woods. After a fliort ftay, and leaving in

the canoe fome medals, looking-glalTes, beads, &c. they embarked and rowed to the

head of the cove, where they found nothing remarkable. In returning back they put

afhore at the fame place as before ; but flill faw no people.

On the 6th, the captain difcovered a fine capacious cove, in the bottom of which is

a frefh water river ; on the weft fide feveral beautiful fmall cafcades ; and the fhores

are fo fteep, that a fhip might lie near enough to convey the water into her by a hofe.

In this cove they fhot fourteen ducks, befides other birds, which occafioned its being

called Duck Cove.

As they returned in the evening, they had a fhort interview with three of the natives,

one man and two women. They were the firft that difcovered themfelves on the

north-caft point of Indian Ifiand, named fo on this occafion : the man hallooed to

them. He ftood with his club in his hand upon the point of a rock, and behind him,

at the fkirts of the wood, ftood the two women, with each of them a fpear. The
man could not help difcovering great figns of fear when they approached the rock

with the boat. He however ftood firm ; nor did he move to take up fome things

that were thrown to him, At length they landed, went up and embraced him; and
prefented him vvith fuch articles as they had, which at once diffipated his fears. Pre-

sently after they were joined by the two women, and fome of the feamen. After this,

they fpent about half an hour in chit-chat, little underftood on either fide, in which

the youngeft of the two women bore by far the greateft fhare. This occafioned one

of the feamen to fay, that women did not want tongue in any part of the world. Night
approaching, obliged them to take leave of them ; when the youngeft of the two

women, whofe volubility of tongue exceeded every thing they ever met with, gave

them a dance ; but the man viewed them with great attention.

Next morning they made the natives another vifit accompanied by Mr. Forfter and

Mr. Hodges, carrying with them various articles, which were prefented to them,

and which were received with a great deal of indifference, except hatchets and fpike-

nails ; thefe they moft efteemed. This interview was at the fame place as laft night

;

and now they law the whole family. It confifted of the man, his two wives (as we
fuppofed), the young woman before mentioned, a boy about fourteen years old,

and three fmall children, the youngeft of which was at the breaft. They were all

well-looking, except one woman, who had a large wen on her upper lip, which made
her difagreeable ; and fhe feemed, on that account, to be in a great meafure negleded

by the man. They conduced them to their habitation, which was but a little way
within the fkirts of the wood, and confifted of two mean huts made of the bark of

trees. Their canoe, which was a fmall double one, juft large enough to tranfport

4 the
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the whole family from place to place, lay in a fmall creek near the huts. During
their flay, Mr. Hodges made drawings of moll of them ; this occafioned them to giv;i

him the name of Toe-toe, which word was fuppofed to fignify marking or painting.

When they took leave, the chief prcfented Captain Cook with a piece of cloth or

garment of their own manufacturing, and fome other trifles. He at firlt thought it

was meant as a return for the prefents he had made him ; but he was foon undeceived,

by exprefling a defirc for one of their boat cloaks. He took the hint, and ordered

one to be made for him of red baize as foon as he got on board ; where rainy wsa-

ther detained him the following day.

The 9th, being fair weather, they paid the natives another vifit. They found them
at their habitations, all dreffed and dreffing in their very bed, with their hair combed
and oiled, tied up upon the crowns of their heads, and lluck with white feathers.

Some wore a fillet of feathers round their heads ; and all of them had bunches of white

feathers ftuck in their ears. Thus drelfed, and all Handing, they received them with

great courtefy. Captain Cook prefented the chief with the cloak he had got made
for him, with which he feemed fo well pleafed, that he took his patoo-patoo from his

girdle, and gave it in return. After a Ihort flay, they took leave.

On the 1 2th, feveral of the natives came and fet down on the fhore abreaft of the

fhip. The captain now caufed the bagpipes and fife to play, and the drum to beat.

The two firll they did not regard, but tiie latter caufed fome little attention in them ;

nothing, however, could induce them to come on board. But they entered with great

familiarity into converfation (little undcrflood) with fuch of the officers and feamen as

went to them, paying much greater regard to fome than to others ; thefe, it was fup-

pofed, they took for females. To one man. In particular, the young woman fliewed

an extraordinay fondnefs until fhe difcovered his fex, after which fhe would not fuffer

him to come near her. Whether it was that fhe before took him for one of her own
fex ; or that the man, in order to difcover hirafelf, had taken fome liberties with her

which fhe thus refented, is not known.
On the morning of the 15th, after feveral days rain, the weather became clear.

The captain fet out with two boats to furvey the north-weft fide of the bay, accom-

panied by the two Mr. Forfters and feveral of the officers, whom he detached in one

boat to Goofe Cove, where they intended to lodge the night, while he proceeded in

the other, examining the harbours and illes which lay in his way. In the doing of

this, he picked up about a fcore of wild fowl, and caught filh fufficient to ferve the

whole party ; and reaching the place of rendezvous a little before dark, he fouud

all the gentlemen out duck-fhooting : they however foon returned, not overloaded

with game. By this time the cooks had done their parts, in v/hich little art was re-

-quired, and after a hearty repaft on what the day had produced, they lay down to

reft ; but they took care to rife early the next morning in order to have the other

bout among the ducks before they left the cove.

Accordingly, at day-light they prepared for the attack. Some, who had recon-

noitered the place before, chofe their ftations accordingly ; whilft the captain and

another remained in the boat, and rowed to the head of the cove to ftart the game,

which they did fo cftetlually, that out of fome fcores of ducks, they only detained one

to thcmfelves, fending all the reft down to thofe ftationcd below. About a mile from

hence, acrofs an illhmus, they found an immcnfe number of wood-hens, and brought

away ten couple of them. After breakfaft they fet out to return to the fhip, which

they reached by feven o'clock in the evening, with about fcven dozen of wild fowl,

and two feals.

4 D 2 On
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On the 17th, t\vo"of the natives, the chief and his daughter, ventured on board ;

the captain took them both down into the cabin, where they were to breakfall. They
fet at table, but would not tafte any of the victuals. The chief wanted to know where

the captain flept, and indeed to pry into every corner of the cabin, all parts of which

he viewed with foine furpril'e. But it was not polTible to fix his attention to any one
thing a fingle moment. The works of art appeared to him in the fame light as thofe

of nature, and were as far removed beyond his comprehenfion. What feemed to ftrike

them mofl was the number and ftrength of the docks, and other parts of the (hip. The
chief before he came aboard, prefented the captain with a piece of cloth and a green

talc hatchet ; to Mr. Fofler he alfo gave a piece of cloth ; and the girl gave another to

Mr. Hodges. This cuRnm of making prefents, before they receive any, is common
with the natives of the South Sea illands ; but they never faw it praclifed in New Zea-

land before. Of ail the various articles which were given to the chief, hatchets and
fpike-nails were the mod valuable in his eyes. Thefe he never would fuffer to go out

of his hands after he had once laid hold of them ; whereas many other articles he
would lay carelefsly down any where, and at lad leave them behind him.

On the 20th, they went afliore to examine the head of the bay, and in tiicir way faw

fome ducks, which, by their creeping through thebufhes, they got a fiiot at, and killed

one. The moment they had fired, the natives, who were not difcovered before, fet

up a mod hideous noife in two or three places clofe by them, and they kept up their

clamouring noife, but did not follow them. Indeed they found, a'terwards, that they

could not ; becaufe of a branch of the river between them. The falling tide ob'iged them
to retire out of the river to the place where they had fpent the night. There they break-

fafted, and afterwards embarked. Jufl: as the captain was returning on board, he faw

two men on the oppofite Ihore, hallooing to him, which induced him to row over

to them. He landed, with two others, unarmed ; the two natives ftanding about one
hundred yards from the water fide, with each a fpear in his hand. When the three

advanced, they retired ; but flood when the captain advanced alone.

It was fome little time before they could be prevailed upon to lay down their fpears.

This, at laft, one of them did ; and met the captain with a grafs plant in his hand, one
end of which he gave him to hold, while he held the other. Standing in this manner,

he began a fpeech, not one word of which was underftood ; and made fome long

paufes. As foon as this ceremony was over, which was not long, they faluted each

other. He then took his hahow, or coat, from off his own back, and put it upon
the captain ; after which peace feemed firmly eftabliflied. Pvlore of his people joining

did not in the leafl: alarm them ; on the contrary, they faluted every one as they

came up.

Other people were feen in the fkirts of the wood, but none of them joined
;
pro-

bably thefe were their wives and children.

When they took leave, the natives followed them to their boat, and feeing the muf-
quets lying acrofs the ftern, they made figns for them to be taken away, which being

done, they came along fide, and aflifted to launch her. At this time it was neceflary

to look well after them, for they wanted to take away every thing they could lay their

hands upon except the mufquets. Thefe they took care not to touch, being taught by
the flaughter they had feen made among the wild fowl, to look upon them as inflru-

mcnts of death.

In the afternoon of the aifl, they went a feal hunting. The furf ran fo high that they

could only land in one place, where they killed ten. Thefe aninvils ferved three pur-

pofesj the fkins were made ufe of for the rigging; the fat gave oil for their lamps j and

the
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the flefli they eat. Their haflets are equal to that of a hog, and the flefli of fome of
them eats little inferior to bccf-fteaks.

In the morning of the 23d, Mr. Pickerfgill, Mr. Gilbert, and two others, went to a
cove called Cafcade Cove, in order to afcend one of the mountains, the fummit of which
they reached by two o'clock in the afternoon. In the evening they returned on board,
and reported that, inland, nothing was to be feen but barren mountains with huge
craggy precipices, disjoined by valleys, or rather chafms, frightful to behold.

Having five geefe left out of thofe brought from the Cape of Good Hope, the cap-

tain went with them next morning to Goofe Cove (named fo on this account), where he
left them. He chofe this place for two reafons ; firft, here are no inhabitant^-, to dif-

turb them ; and fecondly, here being the mofl: food, there is no doubt but that they
will breed, and may in time fpread over the whole country, and fully anfvver the inten-

tion in leaving them. This day they (hot a white heron, which agreed exaftly with
Mr. Pennant's defcription, in his liritifli Zoology, of the white herons that either nov^r

are or were formerly in England.

On the 27th they had hazy weather. In the morning Captain Cook fet out, accom-
panied by Mr. Pickerl'gill and the two Mr. Forfters, to explore an inlet feen the day be-

fore. After rowing about two leagues up it, it was found to communicate with the fea,

and to afford a better outlet for fhips bound to the north than the one they came in by.

After making this difcovery, and refrefliing themfeves on broiled filh and wild fowl,

they fet out for the Ihip, and got on board at eleven o'clock at night. In this expedition

they fhot forty-four birds, fea-pies, ducks, &c. without going one foot out of their way,
or caufing any other delay than picking them up.

Having got the tents and every other article on board on the 28th, they weighed with

a light breeze at fouth-wefl; and flood up the bay for the new paffage.

In the morning of the i ith of May, at nine o'clock, they weighed with a light breeze
at fouth-eaft and flood out to fea. It was noon before they got clear of the land.

The country is exceedingly mountainous ; a profpedl more rude and craggy is rarely

lo be met with ; for inland appears nothing but tiie fummits of mountains of a flupen-

dous height, and confifling of rocks that are totally barren and naked, except where
they are covered with fiiow. But the land bordering on the fea coail, and all the

iflands, are thickly clothed with wood, almofl: down to the water's edge. The trees are

of various kinds, fuch as are common to other parts of the country, and are fit for the

Ihipwright, houfe-carpenter, cabinet-maker, and many other ufes.

Here are, as well as in all other parts of New Zealand, a great number of aromatic

trees and (hrubs, moft of the myrile kind ; but amidfl all this variety, there were none
which bore fruit fit to eat.

In many parts the woods were fo over-run with fupple-jacks, that it is fcarcely poflible

to force one's way anionfl them. Several were filty or fixty fathoms long.

The foil is a deep black mould, evidently compofed of decayed vegetables, and fo

loofe that it finks under you at every flep. Except the fla.x or hemp plant, and a few
other plants, there is very little herbage of any fort. What Dufky Bav mofl nbounds
with is fifli : a boat with fix or eight men, with hooks and lines, caught daily fetlici.'nt

to ferve the whole fhip's company. Of this article the variety is almofl equal to the

plenty, and of fuch kinds as are common to the more northern coafls ; but iViine are

luperior, and in p,irticiilar ihe cole filh, as it was called, which is both larger and finer

flavoured than any they had feen before, and was, in the opinion of moll on board the

highefl luxury the fea afforded. The ll;cll fifli are, mufcles, cockles, fcallops, cray-fifli,

and
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and many other forts. Thefe are to be found in great numbers about this bay, on the

fmall rocks and illcs near the fea-coafl.

They found here five difterent kinds of ducks, fome of which Captain Cook did not
recoiled to have any where feen before. The largefl; are as big as a Mufcovy duck,
with a very beautitul variegated plumage, on which account they called it the Painted
Duck ; both male and female have a large white fpot on each wing; the head and neck
of the latter is white, but all the other feathers, as well as thofe on the head and neck of
the drake, are of a dark variegated colour.

For three or four days after they arrived, and were clearing the woods to fet up their

tents, &c. a four-footed animal was feen by three or four of the failors, but as no two
gave the fame defcription of it, it is not eafy to fay of what kind it is. All, however,
agreed, that it was about the fize of a cat, with fhort legs, and of a moufe colour. One
of the feamen, and he who had the bed view of it, faid it had a bufhy tail, and was the

moft like a jackal! of any animal he knew. The moft probable conjedure is, that it is

of a new fpecies.

The moft mifchievous animals here are the fmall black fand-flies, which are very nu-
merous, and exceedingly troublefome. Wherever they bite they caufe a fvvelling, and
fuch intolerable itching, that it is not poffible to refrain from fcratching, which at laft

brings on ulcers lilie the fmall-pox.

The inhabitants of this bay are of the fame race ofpeople with thofe in the other parts

of this country, fpeak the fame language, and obferve nearly the fame cuftoms. Thefe
indeed feem to have a cuftom of making prefents before they receive any ; in which
they come nearer the Otaheitans than the reft of their countrymen. What could induce
three or four families (for there does not appear to be more) to feparate themfelves fo
far from the fociety of the reft of their fellow creatures, is not eafy to guefs. Few as
they are, they live not in perfcd amity one family with another. For if they did, why
do they not form themfelves into fome fociety ? a thing not only natural to man, but
obferved even by the brute creation.

After leaving Duiky Bay, they fteered for Queen Charlotte's Sound, where they ex-
pefted to find the Adventure. In this paffage they met with nothing remarkable or
worthy of notice, till the 17th at four o'clock in the afternoon, when the fky became
fuddenly obfcurcd by dark denfe clouds, and feemed to forbode much wind. Prefently
after fix water-fpouts were feen. Four rofe and fpent themfelves between them and
the land ; that is to the fouth-weft, the fifth was without them ; the fixth appeared
in the fouth-weft, at the diftance of two or three miles from them. Its progreflive

motion was to the north-eaft, not in a ftraight but in a crooked line, and pafTed within
fifty yards of the ftern, without their feeling any of its effeds. The diameter of the
bafe of this fpout was judged to be about fifty or fixty feet ; that is, the fea within this

fpace was agitated, and foamed up to a great height. From this a tube or round body
was formed, by which the water, or air, or both, was carried in a fpiral ftream up to the
clouds. Some of the failors faid, they faw a bird in the one near them ; which was
whirled round like a fly of a jack as it was carried upwards. During the time thefe

fpouts lafted, they had, now and then, light puffs of wind from all points of the compafs.
From the afcending motion of the bird, and feveral other circumftances, it is very plain,

that thefe fpouts are caufed by whirlwinds ; and that the water in them was violently

hurried upwards, and did not defcend from the clouds as is generally fuppofed. The
firft appearance of them is by the violent agitation and rifing up of the water ; and pre-
fently after, you fee a round column or tube forming from the clouds above, which

appa-
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apparently defcends till it
j
)in<: the agitated water below. Captain Cook fays, appa-

rently, becaufe he bclitves it not to be fo in reality, but that the tube is already

formed from the agitated water below, and afcends, though at firfl it is cjther too fmall

or too tiiin to be feen. When the tube is formed, or becomes vifible, its apparent

diameter incrcafeth until it is pretty large ; after that, it decreafeth ; and at laft, it

breaks or becomes invifible towards the lower part. Soon after, the fea below refumes

its natural flate, and the tube is drawn bv little and little up to the clouds, where it is

diflipated. 'Ihe m'->fl rational account of water-fpouts. Captain Cook fays, is in Mr.
Falconer's Marine Dictionary, which is chiefly coUedted from the philofophical writings

of the ingenious Dr. Franklin.

At day-light on the i8th of May, they arrived off Queen Charlotte's Sound, where
they difcovered the Adventure, by the fignals fhe made ; an event which every one
felt wiih an agreeable fati^faf^ion. At noon, Lieutenant Kemp, of the Adventure,

came on board ; from whom they learnt that their (hip had been there about fix weeks.

In the evening they came to an anchor in Ship Cove, near the Adventure; when
Captain Furneaux came on board, and gave Captain Cook an account of his proceedings

during theii" feparation.

Suhjiance of Captain Turneaux's Narrative,

On the 7th of February 1773, in the morning, the Refolution being about two
miles ahead, the wind (hifting to the weftward, brought on a very thick fog, fo that the

Adventure loft fight of her. They foon after heard a gun, the report of which they

imagined to be on the larboard beam ; they then hauled up fouth-eaft, and kept firing

a four-pounder every half-hour ; but had no anfwrer, nor further fight of her : then

they kept the courfe they fleered before the fog came on. In the evening it began to

blow hard, and was, at intervals, more clear, but could fee nothing of the Refolution,

which gave them much uneafinefs. They then tacked and ft,ood to the weliward, to

cruize in the place where they laft faw her, according to agreement in cafe of fepara-

tion ; but next day came on a very heavy gale of wind and thick weather, that obliged

them to bring to, and thereby prevented their reaching the intended fpot. They cruized

as near the place as they could get for three days, when giving over all hopes of joining

company again, they bore away for winter quarters, diftant fourteen hundred leagues,

through a fea entirely unknown, and reduced the allowance of water to one quart per

day. They were daily attended by great numbers of fea birds, and frequently faw por-

poifcs curioufly fpotted white and black.

On the ifl of March, they bore away for the land laid down in the charts by the

name of Van Diemcn's Land, difcovered by Tafuian in 1642, and fuppofed to join to

New Holland.

On the 9ih of March, they faw the land bearing nor h-north-eaft, about eight or

nine leagues diflant. It appeared moderately high, and uneven near the fea. 'Jhcy

hauled immediately up for it, and by noon were wiihin three or four leagues of it.

Soundings from tony-eight to leventy fathoms, fimd and broken fhells. Here the

country is hilly and well clothed with trees ; they law no inhabitants.

'i he morning on the 10th of March being calm, the fhip, then about four miles from

the land, fent the great cotter on fhore with the kcond lieutenant, to fnui if the^re was
any harbour or good bay. Soon alter, it beginning to blow very hard, they made the

fignal for the boat to return fevcral times, but they did not fee or hear anv thing of

it ; the fhip then three or four leagues off, which gave them much uneafinefs, as th.-re

was
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was a very great fea. At half pafl one P. I\I. to their great fatisfaftlon, the boat re-

turned on board fate. They landed, but with much difficulty ; and faw feveral places

where the Indians had been, and one they lately had left, where they had a fire, with

a great number of pearl efcallop-niells round it, which fhells they brought on board,

with fome burnt flicks and green boughs. The weather obliged them to return without

inveftigating the place properly : they faw no part to anchor at with fafety.

On the 1 6th, they paflcd Maria's Iflands, fo named by Tafman ; they appear to be

the fame as the main land. The land hereabouts is much pleafanter, low, and even
;

but no figns of a harbour or bay, where a fhip might anchor with fafety.

They itood to the eaflward for Charlotte's Sound, with a light breeze at north-weft,

in the morning of the 5th of April, and on the 6th they had the found open, but the

wind being down, it obliged them to work up under the weflern fliore, as the tide fets

up ftrong there when it runs down in mid-channel. At ten, the tide being at ebb, they

were obliged to come to with the beft bower in thirty-eight fathoms, clofe to fome
white rocks. As they failed up the found they faw the tops of high mountains covered

with fnow, which remains all the year ; about five o'clock on the 7th, anchored in Ship

Cove, in ten fathoms water.

The two following days 'were employed in clearing a place on Mortuara Ifland for

erefting tents for the fick (having then feveral on board much affli£ted with the fcurvy),

the fail-makers and coopers.

On the 9th, they were vifited by three canoes with about fixteen of the natives ; and
to induce them to bring fifli and other provifions, they gave them feveral things, with

which they feemed liighly pleafed. One of their people feeing fomething wrapped up
in a better manner than common, had the curiofiLy to examine what it was ; and, to

his great furprize, found it to be the head of a man lately Idlled. They were very

apprehenfive of its being forced from them ; and particularly the man who feemed
moft interefted in it, whofe very flefh crept on his bones for fear of being punifhed by
them, as Captain Cook, on a former voyage, had expreffed his great abhorrence of this

unnatural aft. They ufed every method to conceal the head, by Ihifting it from one
to another ; and by figns endeavouring to convince them that there was no fuch thing

among them, though they had feen it but a few minutes before. They then took their

leave, and v/ent on fliore.

They frequently mentioned Tupia, which was the name of the native of George's Ifland

(or Otaheite,) brought here by the Endeavour, and who died at Batavia ; and when they

told them he was dead, fome of them feemed to be very much concerned, and, as well

as they could underftand them, wanted to know whether he was killed, or if he died

a natural death. By thefe queflions, they are the fame tribe Captain Cook faw. In
the afternoon, they returned again with fifh and fern roots, which they fold for nails

and other trifles ; though the nails are what they fet the moft value on. The man and
woman who had the head did not come ofi" again.

Next morning the natives returned, to the number of fifty or fixty, with their chief

at their head (as was fuppofed) in five double canoes. They gave their implements of

war, ftone hatchets, and clothes, &c. for nails and old bottles, which they put a great

value on. A number of the head men came on board, and it was with fome difliculty

they got them out of the fliip by fair means ; but on the appearance of a mufquet with

a fixed bayonet, they all went into their canoes very quickly.

On the I ith of May, they felt two fevere ftiocks of an earthquake, but received no
kind of damage. On the 1 7th they had the pleafure of feeing the Refolution off the

jnouth of the Sound. They immediately fent out the boats to her aftiftance to tow her.

in.
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in, it being calm. Both fliips felt uncommon joy at their meeting, after an abfencc of
fourteen weeks.

—

Here the tranfadions of both Jhips coinmencc a<^ai)i.

Captain Cook knowing that fcurvy-grafs, celery, and other vegetables were to be
found in Queen Charlotte's Sound, went the morning after his arrival, at day-break,
to look for fome, and returned on board at breakfaft with a boat-load. Being now
fatisficd, that enough was to be got for the crews of both fhips, he gave orders that
they fliould be boiled, with wheat and portable broth, every morning for breakfaft •

and with peafc and broth for dinner ; knowing from experience, that thefc vegetables,
thus drefled, are extremely beneficial in removing all manner of fcorbutic complaints.

In the morning of the 20th, he lent afliore, to the watering-place near the Adven-
ture's tent, the only ewe and ram remaining, of thofe which he had brought from the
Cape of Good Hope, with intent to leave in this country. Soon after he vifited the
feveral gardens Captain Furneaux had caufcd to be made and planted with various
articles ; all of which were in a llourifhing ftate, and, if attended to by the natives,

may prove of great utility to them. The next day he fet fome men to work to make
a garden on Long Ifland, which he planted with garden-feeds, roots, &;c.

On the 2 2d in the morning, the ewe and ram he had with fo much care and trouble
brought to this place, were both found dead, occafioned, as was fuppofed, by eating
fome poifonous plant. Thus his hopes of flocking this country with a breed of flieep

were blaftcd in a moment. About noon they were vifited, for the firft time fince they
arrived, by fome of the natives, who dined with them ; and it was not a little they
devoured. In the evening they were difmiifed with prefents.

In the morning of the 24th, they met a large canoe in which were fourteen or fifteen

people. One of the firft qucftions they afked was forTupia, the perfon brou"-ht from
Otaheite on the former voyage ; and they feemed to exprefs fome concern, when they
told them he was dead. Thefe people made the fame enquiry of Captain Furneaux
when he firft arrived.

'*"

Nothing worthy of notice happened till the 29th, when feveral of the natives made
them a vifit, and brought with them a quantity of fifti, which they exchanged for nails,

&c. One of thefe people Captain Cook took and fliewcd him fome potatoes, planted
there by Mr. Fanncn, mafter of the Endeavour. There feemed to be no doubt of their
fucceeding ; and the man was fo well pleafed with them, that he, of his own accord
began to hoe the earth up about the plants. They next took him to the other gardens,
and fliewed him the turnips, carrots, and parfnips, roots which, together with the
potatoes, will be of more real ufe to them than any other articles they had planted. It

was eafy to give them an idea of thefc roots, by comparing them with fuch as they
knew.

Two or three families of thefe people now took up their abode near the fliips, em-
ploying themfelves daily in fifliing, and fupplying them with the fruits of their labour

;

the good effects of which were foon felt. For they were by no means fuch expert fifliers

as the natives ; nor were any of the Englifli methods of fiftiing equal to theirs.

On the 2d of June, the Ihips being nearly ready to put to fea. Captain Cook fent

on (hore two goats, male and female. The former was fomcthing more than a vear

old ; but the latter was much older. She had two fine kids, fome time before they
arrived in Dufky Bay, which were killed by cold. Captain Furneaux alfo put on
fhorc, in Cannibal Cove, a boar and two breeding fows ; {o that there is reafon to

hope this country will, in time, be ftocked with thefe animals, if they are not
deftroyed by the natives before they become wild ; for afterwards they will be in no
danger.

VOL. XI. 4 E III
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In their excurfion to the eafl:, they met with the largeft feal they had ever feen. It

was Iwimtning on the furface of the water, ^.id I'ufFered thcin to come near enough to

fire at it ; but without efleft : for, after a chafe of near an hour, they were obliged to

leave it. By the fize of this animal, it was probably a fea lionefs. It certainly bore

much refemblance to the drawing in Lord Anfon's voyage.

Early the next morning, fome of the natives brought a large fupply of fifli. One
of them agreed to go away with them ; but afterwards, that is, when it came
to the point, he changed his mind ; as did fome others who had promifed to go with

the Adventure. One of them defired Captain Cook to give his fon a white fhirt, which
he accordingly did. The boy was fo fond of his new drefs, that he went all over the

ihip, prefenting himfelf before every one that came in his way. This freedom ufed by
him offended Old Will the ram goat, who gave him a butt with his horns, and knocked
him backward on the deck. Will would have repeated his blow, had not fome of

the people come to the boy's afTiftance. The misfortune, however, feemed to him
irreparable. The fhirt was dirtied, and he was afraid to appear in the cabin before his

father, until brought in by Mr. Forfter ; when he told a very lamentable flory againft

Goury the great dog (for fo they called all the quadrupeds that were on board,)

nor could he be reconciled, till the fhirt was wafhed and dried. This ftory, though
trifling in itfelf, will fhew how common it is to millake thefe people's meaning, and to

afcribe to them cufloms they never knew even in thought.

About nine o'clock a large double canoe, in which were twenty or thirty people,

appeared in fight. The natives on board feemed much alarmed, faying that thefe were

their enemies. Two of them, the one with a fpear, and the other with a (tone hatchet

in his hand, mounted the arm chefts on the poop, and there, in a kind of bravado,

bid thofe enemies defiance ; while the others, who were on board, took to their canoe

and went afhore, probably to fecure the women and children-

However, they came on board and were very peaceable. A trade foon commenced
between the failors and them. It was not poilible to hinder the former from felling

the clothes from off thdr backs for the merefl trifles, things that were neither ufeful

nor curious. This caufed Captain Cook to difmifs the ftrangers fooner than he would
have done.

June the 4th they fpent their Royal Mafter's birth-day in feftivity, having the com-
pany of captain Furneaux and all his officers. Double allowance enabled the feamen
to fhare in the general joy.

During their flay in the found. Captain Cook obferved that this fecond vifit

made to this country, had not mended the morals of the natives of either fex. He
had always looked upon the females of New Zealand to be more chafle than the

generality of Indian women. Whatever favours a few of them might have granted to

the people fn the Endeavour, it was generally done in a private manner, and the men
did not feem to intereft themfelves much in it. But now, he was told, they were the

chief promoters of a (hameful traffic, and that, for a fpike-nail, or any other thing they

value, they would oblige the women to proffitute themfelves, whether they would or

no ; and even without any regard to that privacy which decency required.

On the 7th of June, at four in the morning, the wind being favourable,

they unmoored, and at feven weighed and put to fea, with the Adventure in

company.

Nothing material occurred till the 29th, when Captain Cook was informed the

crew of the Adventure was fickly j and this he found was but too true. Her cook
•was dead, and about twenty of her belt men were down in the fcurvy and flux. At

this
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this time, his fhip had only three men on the fick lifl;, and only one of them attacked

with the fcurvy. Several more, however, began to fhew fymptoms of it, and were

put upon the wort, marmalade of carrots, rob ot lemons and oranges.

To introduce any new article of food among feamen, let it be ever fo much for

their good, requires both the example and authority of a commander ; without both

of which, it will be dropt before the people are fcnfiblt- of the benefits refulting from it.

Many of the people, officers as well as feamen, at firft difliked celery, fcurvy-grafs, &c.
being boiled in the peas and wheat ; and fome rcfufed to eat it. But as this had no
eifeft on Captain Cook's conduct, this obftinate kind of prejudice by little and little

wore off; they began to like it as well as the others.

On the 6th of Augufl, Captain Cook fent for Captain Furneaux to dinner ; from
whom he learnt that his people were much better, the flux having left them ; and the

fcurvy was at a fland. Some cyder which he happened to havt", and which he gave

to the fcorbutic people, contributed not a little to this happy change. The weather

to-day was cloudy, and the wind very unfettled. This feemed to announce the

approach of the fo -much wifhcd for trade-wind ; which, at eight o'clock in the

evening, after two hours calm, and fome heavy fliowers ot rain, they actually got at

fouth-caft.

The fickly ftate of the Adventure's crew made it neceflary to make thtir bell way to

Otaheite, where they were fure of finding refreftiments. Coniequently they con-

tinued their courfe to the weft ; and at fix o'clock in the evening, land was feen from

the maft-head, bearing weft by fouth. Probably this was one of Bougainville's dif-

coveries. Captain Cook called it Doubtful Ifland j the getting to a place where

they could procure refreftiments was more an objedt at this time than difcovery.

At day-break on the 12th, they difcovered land right a-head, diftant about two

miles; fo that day-light advifed them of their danger but juft in time. This proved

another of thefe low or half-drowned iflands, or rather a large coral ftioal, of about

twenty leagues in circuit.

The next morning at four they made fail, and at day-break faw another of thefe

low illands, which obtained the name of Adventure Ifland. M. de Bougainville very

properly calls this low clufter of overflowed ifles the Dangerous Archipelago. The
fmoothnefs of the fea fufficiently convinced them that they were furrounded by them,

and how neceflary it was to proceed with the utmoft caution, efpecially in the

night.

On the 15th, at five o'clock in the morning, they faw Ofnaburg Ifland, or Maitea,

difcovered by Captain Wallis. Soon after they brought to, and waited for the Adven-

ture to come up with them, to acquaint Captain Furneaux, that it was his intention to

put into Oaiti-piha Bay, near the fouth-eaft end of Otaheite, in order to get what

refreftiments they could from that part of the ifland, before they went down to Matavia.

This done, they made fail, and at fix in the evening faw the ifland bearing weft.

They continued to ftand on till midnight, when they brought to, till four o'clock in

the morning ; and then made fail in for the land with a fine breeze at eaft.

At day-break, they found themfelves not more than half a league from the reef.

This made it nccefl"ary to hoift out their boats to tow the fliips off; but all their eftbrts

were not fufficient to keep them from being earned near the reef. A number of the

inhabitants came oflF in canoes from diff'erent parts, bringing with them a little fifti,

a few cocoa-nuts, and other fruits, which they exchanged lor nails, beads, &c. Moft of

them knew Captain Cook again ; and many enquired for Mr. Banks and others, who
were with him before ; but not one zikcd for Tupia.

4 E 2 The
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The calm continuing their fituation became flill more dangcTOu?. They were,

however, not without hopes of getting round the weftern point of the reef and into the

bay, till about two o'clock in the afternoon, when they came before an opening

or break in the reef, through which they hoped to get with the fhips. But
on fending to examine it, found there was not a fufficient depth of water ; though

it caufed fuch' an indraught of the tide of flood through it, as was very near proving

fatal to the Refolution ; for as foon as the fliips got into this flream, they were carried

with great iinpetuofity towards the reef. The moment Captain Cook perceived this,

he ordered one of the warping machines, which they had in rcadinefs, to be carried

out with about four hundred fathoms of rope ; but it had not the leaft cfFecl:. The
horrors of fhipwreck now {tared them in the face. They were not more than two cables

length from the breakers ; and yet they could find no bottom to anchor, the only

probable means they had left to fave the fhips. They, however, dropped an anchor

;

but before it took hold, and brought them up, the (hip was in lefs than three fathoms

water, and fliruck at every fall of the fea, which broke clofe under their flern in a

dreadful furf, and threatened them every moment with fliipwreck. The Adventure

very luckily brought up clofe upon their bow without ftriking.

They prefently carried out two kcdge anchors, with hawfers to each. Thefe found
ground a little without the bower, but in what depth they never knew. By heaving

upon them, and cutting away the bower anchor, they got the fliip afloat, where they

lay fome time in the greatefl: anxiety, expecting every minute that either the kedge&
would come home, or the hawfers be cut in two by the rocks. At length the tide

ceafed to ad in the fame dircftion. All the boats were ordered to try to tow off the

Refolution ; and when they faw this was prafticable, they hove up the two kedges.

At that moment a light air came oft" from the land, which fo much afllfl:cd the boats,

that they foon got clear of all danger. Then they ordered all the boats to aflifl: the

Adventure ; but before they reached her, flie was under fail with the land breeze,

leaving behind her three anchors, her coafting cable, and two hawfers, which were
never recovered. Thus they were once more fafe at fea, after narrowly efcaping

being wrecked on the very ifland they but a few, days before fo ardently wiflied to be
at. The calm, after bringing them into this dangerous fituation, very fortunately

continued. For had the fea-breeze, as is ufual, fet in, the Refolution mufl: inevitably

have been loft, and probably the Adventure too.

During the time they were in this critical fituation, numbers of the natives wei'e on
board and about the fliips. They feemed to be infenfible of danger, flicwed not the

leafl: furprize, joy, or fear, when the fliips were fl:riking, and left them a little before

fun-fet, quite unconcerned.

They fpent the night, which proved fqually and rainy, making fliort boards ; and

the next morning, being the 17th, they anchored in Oaiti-piha Bay, in twelve fathoms

water, about two cables length from the ftiore, both fhips being by this time

crowded with a great number of the natives, who brought with them cocoa-nuts,

plantains, bananoes, apples, yams, and other roots, which they exchanged for nails

and beads. To feveral who called themfelves chiefs. Captain Cook made prefents of

fliirts, axes and feveral other articles ; and in return, they promifed to bring hogs and
fowls ; a promife they never did, nor ever intended to perform.

Early in the morning Captain Cook fent the two launches, and the |lefolution's

cutter, under the command of Mr. Gilbert, to endeavour to recover the anchors they

had left behind them. They returned about noon with the Refolution's bower anchor,

but could not recover any of the Adventure's. The natives came off again with fruit,

1 as
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65 the day before, but in no great quantity. Many, however, who called themfelves

earces, or chiefs, came on board, partly with a view of getting prefents, and partly to

pilfer whatever came in their way.

One of this fort of carees the captain had moft of the day in the cabin, and made
prefents to him and all his friends, which were not a few. At length he was caught

taking things which did not belong to him, and handing them out at the quarter-

gallery. Many complaints of the like nature were made to him againft thofe on deck,

which occafioned his turning them all out of the Ihip. The cabin guefl; made good
hafte to be gone.—The captain was fo much exafperated at his behaviour, that after he
had got feme diftance from the fliip, he fired two mufquets over his head, which made
him quit the canoe and take to the water. He then fent a boat to take up the canoe

;

but as fhe came nearer the fliore, the people from thence began to pelt her with flones.

Being in fome pain for her fafety, as fhe was unarmed, he went himfelf in another

boat to protect her, and ordered a great gun, loaded with ball, to be 'fired along the

coaft, which made them all retire from the fliore, and he was fufFered to bring away
two canoes without the leaft fliew of oppofition. In one of the canoes was a little boy,

who was much frightened ; but he foon diffipated his fears, by giving him beads, and
putting him on fhore.—A few hours after, they were all good friends again ; and the

canoes were returned to the firfl perfon who came for them.

It was not till the evening of this day that any one enquired after Tupia, and then

but two or three. As foon as they learned the caufe of his death, they were quite

fatisfied ; indeed it did not appear to them that it would have caufed a moment's
uneafinefs in the breaft of any one, had his death been occafioned by any other means
than by ficknefs.

Nothing worthy of note happened on the 20th, till the dulk of the evening, when
one of the natives made oft" with a mufquet belonging to the guard on fhore. Captain

Cook was prefent when this happened, and fent fome of his people after him, which
would have been to little purpofe, had not fome of the natives, of their own accord,

purfued the thief. They knocked him down, took from him the mufquet, and brought

it back. Fear, on this occafion, certainly operated more with them than principle.

They, however, deferve to be applauded for this acl of juftice ; for if they had not

given their immediate afliflance, it would hardly have been in his power to have

recovered the mufquet by any gentle means whatever ; and by making ufe of any other,

he Was fure to lofe more than ten times its value.

In the evening Captain Cook was informed that Waheatoua was come into the

neighbourhood, and wanted to fee him. In confequence of this information, he deter-

mined to wait one day longer in order to have an interview with this Prince. Accord-

ingly, early the next morning, he fet out in company with Captain Furneaux, Mr.
Forfter, and feveral of the natives. They found him feated ort a flool, with a circle of

people round him ; he knew Captain Cook at firit fight, he and the Prince having

fecn each other feveral times in 1769. At that time he was but a boy, and went by

the name of Tearee ; but upon the death of his father, Waheatoua, he took upon him
that name.

After the firft falutation was over, having feated the captain on the fame flool with

himfclf, and the other gentlemen on the ground by them, he began to enquire after

feveral by name who were with him on his former voyage. He next enquired how
long they would flay ; and when he told him no longer than next day, he iecmed forry,

afkcd the captain to flay fome months, and at lafl came down to five days; promifing,

in that time, he fliould have hogs in plenty. But as he had been here already a \\eek,

without
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without fo much as getting one, he could not put any faith in this promife. TKe prefen^

made hin; confided of a fhirt, a flieet, a broad axe, Ipike nails, knives, looking-glafles,

medals, beads, kc. In return he ordered a pretty good hog to be carried to their

boat.

Ihey {laid with him all the morning, during which time he never fuffcred Captain

Cook to go from his fide, where he was feated ; at length they took leave, in order to

return on board to dinner. They got, in the whole, to-day, as much frerti pork as

gave the crews of both ftiips a meal ; and this in confequence of their having this

interview with the chief. The 24th, early in the morning, they put to fea with a light

land breeze.

The fruits they got here greatly contributed towards the recovery of the Adven-

ture's fick people. Many of them who had been fo ill as not to be able to move with-

out afiiftance, were in this fliort time fo far recovered, that they could walk about of

themfelves. It 'was not till the evening of this day that they arrived in Matavia Bay.

Before they got to an anchor, their decks were crowded with the natives ; many
of whom Captain Cook knew, and ahnofl all of them knew him. A great crowd was

aflenibled together upon the fhore, amongfl whom was Otoo their King. The captain

was jull going to pay him a vifit, when he was told he was mataow'd, and gone to

Oparree.

He fet out on the 26th for Oparree, accompanied by Captain Furneaux, Mr. Forftcr,

and others, Maritata and his wife. As foon as they landed, they were conduced to

Otoo, whom they found feated on the ground, under the {hade of a tree, with an

immcnfe crowd round him. After the firft compliments were over, he prefented him

with fuch articles as were fuppofed to be mofl valuable in his eyes, well knowing that

it was his interell to gain the friendfliip of this man. He alfo made prefents to feveral

of his attendants ; and, in return, they offered him cloth, which he refufed to accept,

telling them that what he had given was for thy (friendfliip). The King enquired for

Tupia, and all the gentlemen that were with the captain in his former voyage, by name.

He promifcd that they fhould have fome hogs the next day ; but he had much ado to

obtain a promife from him to vifit him on board. He faid he was, mataou no te faupoiie^

that is, afraid of the guns. Indeed all his aftions fliewed him a timorous Prince. He
was about thirty years of age, fix feet high, and a fine, perfonable, well-made man as

one can fee. All his fubjects appeared uncovered before him, his father not excepted.

What is meant by uncovering, is the making bare the head and flioulders, or wearing

no fort of cloathing above the breaft.

On the 27th, early in the morning, Otoo, attended by a numerous train, paid them

a vifit. He firft fent into the fliip a large quantity of cloth, fruits, a hog, and two

large fifli ; and, after fome perfuafion, came aboard himfelf. with his filler, a younger

brother, and feveral more attendants. To all of them they made prefents. Captain

Furneaux prefented the fv^ing with two fine goats, male and female, which, if taken

care of, or rather, if no care at all is taken of them, will no doubt multiply.

Verv early in the morning on the 28th, they had another vifit from Otoo, who
brought more cloth, a pig, and fome fruit. His fifter, who was with him, and fome of

his attendants, came on board ; but he and others went to the Adventure, with the

like prefents to Captain Furneaux. It was not long before he returned with Captain

Furneaux on board the Refolution, when Captain Cook made him a handfome return

for the prefent he had brought him, and drefled his filler out in the beft manner he

could. She, the King's brother, and one or two more were covered before him to-

day. When Otoo came into the cabin, Ereti and fome of his friends were fitting there.

The
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The moment they faw the King enter, they ftripped thenifelves in great hafle, being

covered before. Seeing Captain Cook took notice of it, they faid earee, earee
;
giving

him to underftand that it was on account of Otoo being prefent. This was ail the

refpeft they paid him ; for they never rofe from their feats, nor made any other obei-

fance. "When the King thought proper to depart, he was carried to Oparree in a boat

;

where Captain Cook entertained him, and his people, with the bagpipes (of which
mufic they are very fond), and dancing by the feamen. He, in return, ordered fome of
his people to dance alfo, which confifted chiefly of contortions. There were, however,

fome who could imitate the feamen tolerably well, both in country dances and
hornpipes.

Next morning after breakfaft they took a trip to Oparree, again to vifit Otoo. They
made him up a prefent of futh things as he h.ad not feen before. One article was a
broad-fword ; at the fight of which he was fo intimidated, that Captain Cook had much
ado to perfuade him to accept of it, and to have it buckled upon him ; where it

remained but a fhort time, before he defired leave to take it off and fend it out of his

fight.

Soon after they were conduced to the theatre ; where they were entertained wiih a

dramatic heava, or play, in which were both dancing and comedy. The performers

were five men, and one woman, who was no lefs a perfon than the King's filter. The
mufic confifted of three drums only ; it lafted about an hour and an half, or two hours,

and upon the whole, was well conducted. It was not poflible for them to find out the

meaning of the play. Some part feeined adapted to the prefent time, as Captain

Cook's name was frequently mentioned. Ocher parts were certainly wholly uncon-

nefted with them. The dancing-drefs of the lady was very handfome, being deco-

rated with taflels, made of feathers, hanging from the waift downward. As foon as

all was over, the King himfelf defired Captain Cook to depart ; and fent into the boat

different kinds of fruit, and filh ready drefled. With this they returned on board
j

and the next morning the King fent them more fruit, and feveral fmall parcels

of fi(h.

Nothing farther remarkable happened till ten o'clock in the evening, when thej

were alarmed with the cry of murder, and a great noife, on Ihore, near the bottom

of the bay, at fome diflance from the encampment. Capiain Cook fufpefted that it

was occafioned by fome of his own people, and immediately armed a boat, and fent

on (hore, to know the occafion of this difturbance, and to bring off fuch of their

people as Ihould be found there. The boat foon returned with three marines, and

a feaman. Some others belonging to the Adventure, were alfo taken, and being all

put under confinement, the next morning the Captain ordered them to be punilhed

according to their deferts. He did not find that any mifchief was done, and the people

would confefs nothing. This difturbance was fuppofed to be occafioned by their

making too free with the women. Be this as it will, the natives were fo much alarmed,

that they fled from their habitations in the dead of the night, and the alarm fpread

many miles along the coat. For when Captain Cook went to vifit Otoo, in the morn-
ing, by appointment, he found him removed, or rather fled, many miles from the

place of his abode. Even there he was obliged to wait fome hours, before he could

lee him at all ; and when he did, he complained of the laft night's riot.

As this was intended to be the laft vifit. Captain Cook had taken with him a prefent

fuitable to the occalion. Among other things were three Cape fheep, which he had

feen before and aiked for ; for thele people never lofe a thing by not alking tor it.

He was much plcaled with tliem ; though he could be but little benefited, as they were

4 all
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all wethers, a thing he was made acquainted with. The prefents he got at this inter-

view entirely removed his fears, and opened his heart fo much, that he fent for three

hogs, which he prcfented to them ; one of them was very fmall.

They now took leave, and informed him they fliould quit the ifland the next day
;

at which he feemed much moved, and embraced the captain feveral times.

On the iff of September, the fliips unmoored. Our old friend Pottatou, his wife,

or miitrefs, and fome more of his friends, came in order to vifit the captain. They
brought him a prefent of two hogs, and fome fifli ; and Mr. Pickerfgill got two more
hogs, by exchange, from Oamo : for he went in the boat as far as Paparra, where he
faw old Oberea. She feemed much altered for the worfe, poor, and of little confe-

quence. The wind, which had blown wefterly all day, having fliifted at once to the

eaft, they put to fea ; and difmiffed their friends fooner than they wiflied to go ; but

well fatisfied with the reception they had met with.

Some hours before they got under fail, a young man, whofe name was Poreo, came
and defired the captain wvuld take him with him ; he confented, thinking he might
be of fervice on fome occafions. Many more offered thcmfelvcs, but he refufed to

take them. This youth afked for an axe and a fpike-nail for his father, who was then'

on board. He had them accordingly, and they parted jufl as they were getting under
fail, more like two ftrangers than father and fon. This raifed a doubt whether it was fo ;

which was farther confirmed by a canoe, conduced by two men, coming alongfide, as

they were {landing out of the bay, and demanding the young man in the name of

Otoo. He now law that the whole was a trick to get ibmcthing from him ; well

knowing that Otoo was not in the neighbourhood, and could know nothing of the

matter. Poreo feemed, however, at firft undetermined whether he fhould go or flay j

but he foon inclined to the former. The captain then told them to return the axe
and nails, and then he fhould go (and fo he really Ihould) ; but they faid they were
afhore, and fo departed. Though the youth feemed pretty well fatisfied, he could not

refrain from weeping when he viewed the land aflern.

As foon as they were clear of the bay, and their boats in, they directed their courfe

for the ifland of Huaheine, where they intended to touch. They made it the next

day, and fpent the night making fliort boards under the north end of the ifland. At
day-light in the morning of the 3d, they made fail for the harbour of Owharre ; in

which the Refolution anchored, about nine o'clock, in twenty-four fathoms water.

Several of the natives by this time had come off, bringing with them fome of the pro-

duftions of the ifland ; and as foon as the fhips were in fafety, Captain Cook landed

with Captain Furneaux, and was received by the natives with the utmoft cordiality.

Some prefents were diflributed among them ; and, prefently after, they brought down
hogs, fowls, dogs, and fruits, which they willingly exchanged for hatchets, nails,

beads, &c. The like trade was foon opened on board the ifiip ; fo that they had a

fair profpecl of being plentifully fupplied with frefh pork and fowls ; and, to people

in their lltuation, this was no unwelcome thing.

Early the next morning. Lieutenant Pickerfgill failed with the cutter on a trading

party, towards the fouth end of the ifle. Captain Cook alfo fent another trading

party on fhore near the fhips, with which he went himfelf, to fee that it was properly

condudted at the firfl letting out, a very neceffary point to be attended to.

On the 4th, Captain Cook wanted to go to Oree, the King ; but was told he would
come to him ; which he accordingly did, fell upon his neck, and embraced him.

This was by no means ceremonious ; the tears, which trickled plentifully down his

venerable old cheeks, fufHciently befpoke the language of his heart. His friends were

alfo
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alfo introduced to them, to wlioin they made prcfciits. In return he gave them a liog

and a quantity of cloth, promifing that all tlicir wants fliould be fupplied ; and it will

foon appear how well he kept his word. At length they took leave, and returned

on board ; and fome time alter Mr. Pickerfgill returned alfo with fourteen hogs.

Many more were got by exchanges on fliore and alongfiJe the lliips, bcfides fowls

and fruits in abundance.

This good old chief paid them a vifit early in the morning on the 5th, together

with fome of his friends, bringing a hog and fome fruit. He carried his kindnefs fo

far as not to fail to fend every day, for Captain Cook's table, the very bell of ready

drefled fruit and roots, and in great plenty. Lieutenant Pickerfgill being again fent

with the two boats in fearch of hogs, returned in the evening with twenty-eight ; and

about four times that number were purchafed on fliore and alongfide the fiiips.

Next day the people crowded in from every part with hogs, fowls, and fruit, fo that

they prefently filled two boats. Oree himfelf prefented a largj hog and a quantity of

fruit. Oree and Captain Cook were profelfed friends in all the forms cuftomary

among them ; and he feemed to think that this could not be broken by the act of any

other perfons.

On the 7th, early in the morning, while the fliips were unmooring. Captain Cook
went to pay his farewell vifit to Oree, accompanied by Captain Furneaux and

Mr. Forfter. They took with them, for a prefent, fuch things as were not only

valuable, but ufeful. He alfo left with him the infcription plate he had before in

keeping, and another fmall copper-plate, on which were engraved thefe words

:

" Anchored here. His Britannic Majelty's fliips Refolution and Adventure, September

1773 ;" together with fome medals, all put up in a bag ; of which the chief promifed

to take care, and to produce to the firll fliip or fliips that fliould arrive at the ifland.

He then gave a hog ; and after trading for fix or eight more, and loading the boat

with fruit, they took leave, when the good old chief embraced the Captain with tears

in his eyes. When they returned to the fliips, they found them crowded round with

canoes full of hogs, fowls, and fruit, as at their firll arrival. Oree came on board and

Raid till they were a full half league out at lea ; then took a mofl: alFedionate leave,

and went away in a canoe, conduded by one man and himfelf, all the others having

gone long before.

During their fliort flay at the fmall but fertile ifle of Huaheine, they procured to

both fliips not lefs than three hundred hogs, befides fowls and fruits ; and had they

fl;aid longer, might have got many more ; for none of thefe articles of refrefliment

were feemingly diminiflied, but appeared every where in as great abundance as

ever.

Before they quitted this ifland. Captain Furneaux agreed to receive on board his

fliip a young man named Omai, a native of Ulictea, where he had had fome property,

of which he bad been difpolfelVed by the people of Bolabola. Captain Cook won-

dered that Captain Furneaux would encumber himfelf with this man, who in his

opinion was not a proper fample of the inhabitants of thefe happy itlands, not having

any advantage of birth or acquired rank, nor being eminent in fliape, figure, or com-

plexion; for their people of the firft rank are much fairer, and ufually better behaved,

and more intelligent, than the middling clafs of people, among whom Omai is to be

ranked. The Captain, however, fince his arrival in England, has been convinced of

his error; for excepting his complexion, (which is undoubtedly of a deeper hue than

that of the earees, or gentry, who, as in other countries, live a more luxurious life,

and are lefs expofed to the heat of the fun,) he doubts whether any other of the

VOL. XI. 4 !• natives
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natives would have given him more general fatisfaction by his behaviour among them.—"-Omai has certainly a very good underftanding, quick parts, and honelt principles ;

he is of good natural behaviour, which rendered him acceptable to the beft company,

and a proper degree of pride, which taught him to avoid the fociety of perfons of

inferior rank. He has pafli' ns of the fame kind as other young men, but has judg-

ment enough not to indulge them in any improper degree. I do not imagine that he

has any diflike to liquor,- and if he had fallen into company where the perfon who
drank the mod met with the mod approbation, I have no doubt, but that he would

have endeavoured to gain the applaufe of thofe with whom he affociated ; but, fortu-

nately for him, he perceived that drinking was very little in ufe but among inferior

people, and as he was very watchful into the manners and condudl of the perfons of

rank who honoured him with their proteclion, he was fober and modeft, and I never

heard that, during the whole time of his (lay in England, which was two years, he

ever once was difguifed with wine, or ever flicwed an inclination to go beyond the

flrittefl: rules of moderation.
" Soon after his arrival in London, the Earl of Sandwich, the firft lord of the

Admiralty, introduced him to His Majefty at Kew, when he met with a moll: gracious

reception, and Imbibed the ftrongeft impreflion of duty and gratitude to that great and

amiable Prince, which I am pcrfuadcd he will prcferve to the latefi: moment of his

life. During his flay among us, he was cartifed by many ot the principal nobility,

and did nothing to forfeit the efteem of any one of them ; but his principal patrons

were the Earl of Sandwich, Mr. Banks, and Dr. Solander ; the former probably

thought it a duty of his office to proteft and countenance an inhabitant of that hofpi-

table country, where the wants and diftreffes of thofe in his department had been alle-

viated and fupplied in the mofl: ample manner; the others, as a teilimony of their

gratitude for the generous reception they had met with during their refidcnce in his

country. It is to be obferved, that though Omai lived in the midft of amufements

during his refidence in England, his return to his native country was always in his

thoughts, and though he was not impatient to go, he expreffed a fatisfaftion as the

time of his return approached. He embarked with me in the Refolution, when fhe

was fitted out for another voyage, loaded with prefents from his feveral friends, and

full of gratitude for the kind reception and treatment he had experienced among
us."

The chief was no fooner gone, than they made fail for Ulietea, where they intended

to ftop a few days. The next morning, September 8th, after making a few trips,

they gained the harbour, and in the afternoon came to anchor ; the natives crowded

round them in their canoes, with hogs and fruit. The latter they exchanged for nails

and beads ; the former they refufed as yet, having already as many on board as they

could manage. Several they were, however, obliged to take ; as many of the prin-

cipal people brought off little pigs, pepper, or eavoa-root, and the young plantain trees,

and handed them into the fliip. In this manner did thefe good people welcome them
to their country.

Next morning they paid a formal vifit to Oreo, the chief of this part of the ifle,

carrying with them the neceffary prefents. He was feated in his own houfe, which

ftood near the water-fide, where he and his friends received them with great cordiality.

He expreffed much fadsfa£tion at feeing Captain Cook again, and defired that they

might exchange names, which he accordingly agreed to : this is the flrongefl mark of

frlendfliip they can fhew to a flranger. He inquired after Tupia, and all the gentle-

men, by name, who were with him when he iirft vifited the ifland. After they had

I
^ made
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made the chief and his friends the ncccffary prcfents, they went on board with a hog

and fome fruit, received from him in return ; and in the afternoon he gave them

another hog, ftill larger, without afking for the leafl: acknowiedgment.

After breakfaft, on the loth, Captain Furncaux and Captain Cook paid the chief a

vifit ; and they were entertained by him with fuch a comedy, or dramaiic heava, as is

generally aded in thefe ifles. The mufic confifted of three drums; the aftors were

feven men, and one womaii, the chief's daughter. The only entertaining part of the

drama, was a theft committed by i man and his accomplice, in fuch a mafterly manner,

as fufficiently difplayed the genius of the people in this vice.— The theft is difcovered

before the thief has time to carry off his prize ; then a fcuftle enfues with thofe fet

to guard it, who, though four to two, are beat off the flage, and the thief and his

accomplice bear away their plunder in triumph. Captain Cook fays, " I was very

attentive to the whole of this part, being in full expectation that it would have ended

very differently. For I had before been informed that Teto (that is, the thief,) was to

be adled, and had underflood that the thief was to be puniflicd with death, or a good

tiparrahying (or beating), a puniflnnent, we are told, they inflicl; on fuch as are guilty

of this crime. Be this as it may, flrangers are certainly excluded from the protection

of this law ; them they rob with impunity, on every occafion that offers."

After dinner, on the nth. Captain Cook had a vifit from Oo-oorou, the principal

chief of the ifle. He was introduced by Oi-eo, and had brought with him as a prefent

a large hog, for which he had a handfome reurn. Oreo employed himfelf in buying

hogs, and he made good bargains.

On the 1 6th, Captain Cook was told that his Otaheitan young man, Poreo, had

taken a refolution to leave him, and was aftually gone"; having met with a young woman,

for v/hom he had contrafted a friendfhip, he went away with her, and he law him no

more.

Having now got on board a large fupply of refrcfliments, the captain determined to

put to fca the next morning, and made the fame known to the chief, who promifed to

iee him again before he departed. At four o'clock they began to unmoor, and as

foon as it was light, Oreo, his fon, and fome of his friends, came on board. Many canoes

alfo came off with fruit and hogs ; the latter they even begged of them to take from

them, calling out Tiyo boa atoi.— " I am your friend, take my hog, and give me an

a±e." But the decks were already fo full of them, that they could hardly move

;

having on board both (hips between three and four hundred. By the increafe of their

ftock, together with what they had faltcd and confumed, it appeared that they got at

this ifland four hundred,-or upwards. Many indeed were only roafters ; others again

weighed one hundred pounds, or upwards ; but the general run was from forty to

fixty. It is not eafy to f;iy how many they might have got, could they have lound

room for all that were offered them.

'I'he chief and his friends did not leave them till they were under fail ; and before

he went away, prefled them much to know if they would not return, and when ?—
Queflions which were daily put by many of thefe iflanders. The Otahcitean youth's

leaving Captain Cook proved of no confcquence, as many young men of this ifland

voluntarily offered to come away with them : he thought proper to lake on board one,

who was about feventeen or eighteen years of age, named Oedidee, a native of Bola-

bola, and a near relation of the great Opoony, chief of that ifland.

Soon after their arrival at Otaheite, they were informed that a fliip, about the fize of

the Refolution, had been in at Ovvhairurua harbour, near the fouih-caft end of the ifland,

where fhe remained about three weeks ; and had been gone about three months. They

4 F 2 were
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were told alfo that four of the natives were gone away in her, whofc names were De-
bededea—Paoodou—Tanadooce—and Opahiah.— At this time, they conjedlured this

vas a French fliip, but on their arrival at the Cape ot Good Hope, they learned that

Ihe was a Spaniard, which had been fent cut from America. The Otaheiteans com-
plained of a difeafe communicated to them by the people in this fliip, which they faid

affected the head, throat, and (lomach, and at length killed them. They feemed to

dread it much, and were continually enquiring if they had it.—This (hip they diftin-

guilhed by the name of Pahai >io Pcp-pc, (Ihip of Peppe) and called the difeafe Apa no

Pep-pc, jufl as they call the venereal difeal'e Apa no Prctanc, (Eni^lifli difeafe), though

they, to a man, fay it was brought to the ifle by iVl. dc Bougainville ; but they thought

M. de Bougainville came from Pretane, as well as every other iliip which has touched at

the ifle.

The ifland of Otaheite, which in the year 1767 and 176S, as it were, fwarmed with

hogs and fowls, was now fo ill fupplied with thefe animals, that hardly any thing could

induce the owners to part with them.

The people here feem to be as happy as any under heaven ; and well they may, for they

pofTefs not only the neceflaries; but many ol the luxuries ot life in thegreateft profufion.

As Captain Cook had fome reafon to believe, that amongft: their religious cuftoms,

human facrifices were fometimes confidered as neceflary, he went one day to a Marai

in Matavia, in company with Captain Furneaux ; having with them, as they had upon
all other occafions, one of their own men who fpoke their language tolerably well, and

feveral of the natives, one ofwhom appeared to be an intelligent fenfible mau. In the

Marai was a Tupapovv, on which lay a dead corpfe and fome viands. He began with

aiking queflions relating to the feveral objeds before him ; if the plantains, &c. were

for the Eatua ? If they facrificed to the Eatua, hogs, dogs, fowls, &c. To all of which

heanfwered in the affirmative.

The man of whom he made thefe enquiries, as well as fome others, took fome pains

to explain this cuftom to them ; but they were not maftcrs enough of their language to

underftand them. He has fince learnt from Omai, that they oifer human facrifices to

the Supreme Being.— According to his account, what men fliall be fo facrificed, de-

pends on the caprice of the high priefl, who, when they are alfembled on any folemn

occafion, retires alone into the houfe of God, and flays there fome time. When he

comes out, he informs them that he has feen and converfed with their great God, (the

high priefl alone having that priviJege,) and that he has afked for a human ficrifice, and

tells them that he has defired fuch a perfon, naming a man prefent, whom mofl probably

the priefl has an antipathy againft. He is immediately killed, and fo falls a victim to

the priefl's refentment, who, no doubt (if neceffary) has addrefs enough to perfuade the

people that he was a bad man.

Great injuflice has been done to the women of Otaheite and the Society Ifles, by
thofe who have rcprefented them, without exception, as ready to grant the lad favour

to any man who will come up to their price. But this is by no means the cafe ; the

favours of married women, and alfo the unmarried of the better fort, are as difficult to

be obtained here as in any other country whatever. Neither can the charge be under-

ftood indifcriminately of the unmarried of the lower clafs, for many of thefe admit of

no fuch familiarities. That there are proflitutes here as well as in other countries, is

very true, perhaps more in proportion, and fuch were thofe who came on board the

Ihips, and frequented the poft the people had on fhore. By feeing thefe mix indifcri-

minately with thofe of a different turn, even of the firfl rank, one is, at firfl, inclined to

think that they are all difpofed the fame way, and that the only difference is in the price.

But
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But the truth is, the woman who becomes a proflitute, does not feeni, in their opinir)n,

tp have committed a crime of fo deep a dye as to exclude her from the efleem and fociety

of the community in general. On the whole, a ftranger who vifits England, might

with equal juftice, draw the characters of the women there, from thofe which he might

meet with on board the fhips in one of the naval ports, or in the purlieus of Covent-

Garden and Drury-Lane. It mull, however, be allowed that they are completely

verfed in the art of coquetry, and that very few of them fix any bounds to their conver-

fation. It is, therefore, no wonder that they have obtained the characler of libertines.

After leaving Ulietea on the 17th of September 1773, they fleered to the

wefl, and at two o'clock P. M. on the 1 ft of October, they faw the ifland of Middle-

burg, bearing well-fouth-we{l. As they approached the fliore, two canoes, each con-

dueled by two or three men, came boldly along-fide, and fome of tliem entered the

fhip without hefitation. This mark of confidence gave Captain Cook a good opinion

of thcfe illanders, and determined him to vifit them if poflible. They found good an-

chorage, and came to in twenty-five fathoms water. They had fcarcely got to an

anchor, before they were furrounded by a great number of canoes full of people, who
had brought with them cloth and other curiofities, which they exchanged for nails, &c.

Among them was one, whom, by the authority he feemed to have over the others, was

found to be a chief; and accordingly the captain made him a prefent of a hatchet, fpike-

nails, and feveral other articles, with which he was highly pleafed. Thus he obtained

the friendfliip of this chief, whofe name was Tioony.

Soon after, a party of them embarked in two boats, in company with Tioony, who
conduced them to a little creek formed by the rocks, right abreafl of the fhips, where

landing was extremely eafy, and the boats fecure againfl the furf. Here they found an

immenie crowd of people, who welcomed them on Ihore with loud acclamations. Not
one of them had fo much as a flick, or any other weapon in his hand ; an indubitable

fign of their pacific intentions. They thronged fo thick round the boats with cloth, mat-

ting, &c. to exchange for nails, that it was fome time before they could get room to

land. They feemed to be more defirous to give than receive; for many who could not get

near the boats, threw into them, over the others heads, whole bales of cloth, and then

retired without either aiking or waiting to get any thing in return. The chief conduced

us to his houfe, about three hundred yards from the fea, at the head of a fine lawn,

and under the fhade of fome fiiaddock trees. 'I'he fituation was mofl delightful. In

front was the fea, and the fliips at anchor ; behind, and on each fide, were plantations,

in which were fome of the richcfl produftions of nature. The floor was bid with mats,

on which they were placed, and the people feated tliemfelves in a circle round them on

the outfide. Having the bagpipes with them. Captain Cook ordered ihem to be played ;

and, in return, the chief direcled three young women to fing a fong, which they did with

a very good grace ; and having made each of them a prefent, this immediately let all the

women in the circle a finging. Their longs were niufical and harmonious. After

fitting here fome time, they were conduced into one of the adjoining plantations, where

the chief had another houfe, into which they were introduced. Bananocs and cocoa-

nuts were let before them to eat, and a bowl of liquor prepared in their prelence of the

juice of cava for them to drink. But Captain Cook was the only one who tailed it;

the manner of brewing it having quenched the thirft of every one elfe. The bowl was,

however, foon emptied of its contents, of which both men and women partook.

Before they had well viewed the plantation it was noon, and they returned on board

to dinner, with the chief in their company. He fat at table but eat nothing ; which, as

they had jfrefh pork roalled, was a little extraordinary. Near foiue of the houfes, and

2 in
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in the lanes that divided the plantations, were running about fomc hogs and very

large fowls, which were the only domeflic animals they faw ; and thefe they did not fcem

willing to part with, which determined them to leave this place.

The evening brought every one on board, highly delighted with the country, and the

very obliging behaviour of the inhabitants, who fcemed to vie with each other in doing

what they thought would give pleafure. After making the chief a prefent, confifting

of various articles, and an aflbrttnent of garden-feeds. Captain Cook gave him to under-

Itand that they were going away, at which he feemed not at all moved. While he was

in the fliip, or in the boat, he continued to change fifh-hooks for nails, and engrofled the

trade in a manner wholly to himfelf j but when on fliore, he did not offer to make the

leaft exchange.

As foon as the captain was on board, they made fail down to Amfterdam. Three

men belonging to Middleburg, who, by fome means or other, had been left on board

the Adventure, now quitted her, and fwam to the fliore ; not knowing that they

intended to (lop at this ifle, and having no inclination, as may be fuppofed, to go away
with them.

As foon as they opened the weft fide of the ifle, they were met by feveral canoes, each

conduced by three or four men. They came boldly alongfide, prefented them with

fome Eava root, and then came on board, without farther ceremony, inviting them by

all the friendly figns they could make to go to their ifland, and pointing to the place

where they fliould anchor ; at leaft they,fo underftood them. After a few boards they

anchored in Van Diemen's Road, little more than a cable's length from the breakers

which line the coaft.

After breakfaft Captain Cook landed, accompanied by Captain Furneaux, Mr. Forfter,

and feveral of the officers ; having along with them a chief, or perfon of fome note,

whofe name was Attago, who had attached himfelf to the captain from the firft moment
of his coming on board, which was before they anchored.

As foon as they v.'ere landed, all the gentlemen fet out into the country, accompa-

nied by fome of the natives. But the moft of them remained with Captain Furneaux

and Captain Cook, who amufed themfelves fome time in diftributing prefents amongft

the natives.

After walking a little way into the country they returned to the landing-place, and

there found Mr. Wales in a laughable though diftreflTed fituation. The boats which

brought them on fliore not being able to get near the landing-place, for want of a fuf-

ficient depth of water, he pulled of his flioes and ftockings to walk through ; and as foon

as he got on dry landj he put them down between his legs to put on again, but they

were inftantly fnatched away by a perfon behind him, who immediately mixed with the

crowd. It was impoflible for him to follow the man bare-footed over the fliarp coral

rocks which compofe the fliore, without having his feet cut to pieces. The boat was

put back to thefliip, his companions had each made his way through the crowd, and he

left in this condition alone. The chief foon found out the thief, and recovered his flioes

and ftockings. I'he old chief probably thinking they might want water on board, he

conduifled them to a plantation hard by, and fliewed them a pool of frefh water, though

they had not made the leaft enquiry after any.

From hence they were conducted down to the fliore of Maria Bay, or north-eaft fide

of the ifle ; where, in a boat-houfe, was fliewn a fine large double canoe not yet launched.

The chief did not fail to make them fenfible it belonged to himfelf.

Mr. Forfter and his party fpent the day in the country botanifing, and feveral of the

oflicers were out fliooting. All of them were very civilly treated by the natives. A
boat
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fcoat from each fliip was employed trading on fhore, and bringing oix their cargoes as

foon as they were laden, which was generally in a fliort time. By this method they
got cheaper, and with lefs trouble, a good quantity of fruit, as well as other refrefli-

ments, from people who had no canoes to carry them off to the fhips.

Pretty early in the morning, the 5th of October, the pinnace was fent afhore to trade

as ufual ; but foon returned. ' The officer informed the captain that the natives were
for taking every thing out of the boat, and, in other refpefts, were very troublefome.

I'he day before, they ftole the gi'appling at the time the boat was riding by it, and
carried it off undifcovered. It was now judged neceffary to have a guard on fhore,

to proteft the boats and people whofe bufmefs required their being there ; accord-
ingly, they fent a hw of the marines, under the command of Lieutenant

Edgecumbe.
The different trading parties were fo fuccefsful as to procure for both fiiips a tolerable

good fupply of refrelhments ; in confequence of which. Captain Cook, the next
morning, gave every one leave to purchafe what curiofuies they pleafed. After this,

it was aftonilhing to fee with what eagernefs every one caught at every thino- he faw.

It even went fo far as to become the ridicule of the natives, who offered pieces of flicks

and floncs to exchange. One waggifli boy took a piece of human excrement on the
end of a flick, and held it out to every one he met with.

A man got into the mafler's cabin, through the outfide fcu'ttle, and took out fome
books and other things. He was difcovered juft as he was getting out into his canoe,
and purfued by one of the boats, which obliged him to quit the canoe and take to the

water. The people in the boat made fcveral attempts to lay hold on him ; but he as

often dived under the boat, and at laft unfliipped the rudder, which rendered her
ungovernable ; by this means he got clear off. Some other very daring thefts

were committed at the landing-place. One fellow took a feaman's jacket out of
the boat, and carried it off, in Ipite of all that the people in her could do. Till

he was purfued and fired at by them, he would not part with it ; nor would he
have done it then, had not his landing been intercepted by fome of the crew who
were on fhore. The reft of the natives, who were very numerous, took very
little notice of the whole tranfaction j nor were they the leafl alarmed when the man
was fired at.

Attago vifited Captain Cook again the next morning, the 7th, and brought with him
a hog, and aililled him in purchafmg feveral more. This day the captain was told by
the officers wlio were on fhore, that a far greater man than any they had yet feen was
come to pay them a vifit. Mr. Pickcrfgiil informed them that he had feen him in the

country, and found that he was a man of fome confequence, by the cxtruordiiiary

refpect paid to him by the people. Some, when they approached him, fell on their

faces, and put their head between their feet ; and no one durfl pafs him without
permiffion. Mr. Pickerl^ill, and another of the gentlemen, took hold of his arms,
and conduced him down to the landing-place, where the captain found him feated

with fo much fullcn and ftupid gravity, that notwithflanding what had been told him,
he really took him for an ideot, whom the people, from fome fuperftitious notions

were ready to worfhip. He faluted and fpoke to him ; but he neither anfwered, nor
took the leaft notice of him or any one; nor did he alter a fingle feature in his coun-
tenance. This confirmed him in his opinion, and he was juft going to leave him,
when one of the natives undertook to undeceive him ; which he did in fuch a manner
as left no room to doubt that he was the king, or principal man on the illand. Ac-
cordingly he made him a prcfent, which coniillcd of a Ihirt, an axe, a piece of red

cloth.
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cloth, a looking-glafs, fome nails, medals, and beads. He received thefe things, or

rather fuffered them to be put upon him, and laid by him, without lofing a bit of his

gravity, fpeaking one word, or turning his head either to the right or left ; fitting the

whole time like a llatue ; in which fituaiion he left him, to return on board, and he

foon after retired. The captain had not been long on board before word was brought

that a quantity of provifions had come from this chief. A boat was fent to bring it

from the Ihore ; and it confiftcd of about twenty balkets of roafted bananoes, four

bread and yams, and a roafted pig of about twenty pounds weight. Mr. Edgecumbe
and his party were jult re-imbai^king when thefe were brought to the water-fide, and

the bearers laid it was a prefent from the Areeke, that is, the king of the ifland, to the

Areeke of the fhip. After this they were no longer to doubt the dignity of this fullen

chief, whofe name was Kohagee-too-Fallangou.

The captain went on lliorc, and made this great man a fuitable return, and imme-

diately prepared for quitting the place. In heaving in the coafting cable, it parted

in the middle of its length, being chafed by the rocks. By this accident they loft the

other half, together with the anchor, which lay in forty fathoms water, without any

buoy to it. The beft bower cable fuftered alfo by the rocks ; by which a judgment

may be formed of this anchorage. At tea o'clock they got under fail. The fupplies

they got at this ifle were about one hundred and fifty pigs, twice that number of fowls,

as many bananoes and cocoa-nuts as they could find room for, with a few yams ; and

had their ftay been longer, they, no doubt, might have got a great deal more.

Thefe iflands were firft difcovered by Captain Tafman in January 1642-3 ; and, by

him called Amfterdam and Middlcburg. But the former is called by the natives

Ton-ga-ta-bu, the latter Ea-oo-wee.

The produce and cultivation of Middleburgh and Amfterdam are the fame ; with

this difterence, that a part only of the former, whereas the whole of the latter, is

cultivated. The lanes or roads neceflary for travelling are laid out in fo judicious a

manner as to open a free and eafy communication from one part of the ifland to

the other. Here are no towns or villages, moft of the houfes are built in the plant-

ations, with no other order than what convenience requires ; they are neatly con-

flrutled, but do not exceed thofe in the other ifles. The materials ol which they are

built are the fiime ; and fome little variation in the difpofition of the framing is all the

difference in their conftruiEtion. The floor is a little raifed, and covered with thick

flrong mats ; the fame fort of matting ferves to inclofe them on the windward fide,

the other being open. They have little areas before the moft of them, which are

generally planted round with trees, or ftirubs of ornament, whofe fragrancy perfumes

the vei-y air in which they breathe. Their houfehold furniture confifts of a few

wooden platters, cocoa-nut-lhclls, and fome wooden pillows fhaped hke four-footed

ftools or forms. Their common clothing, with the addition of a mat, ferves them for

bedding.

They faw no other domeftic animals amongft them but hogs and fowls. The former

are of the fame fort as at the other ifles in this fea ; but the latter are far fuperior,

being as large as any we have in Europe, and their flefli equally good, if not better.

They faw no rats in thefe ifles, nor any other wild quadrupeds except fmall lizards.

The land birds are pigeons, turtle-doves, parrots, paroquets, owls, bald couts with a

blue plumage, a variety of fmall birds, and large bats in abundance. The produce of

the fea they knew but little of: it is reafonable to fuppofe that the fame lorts of fifli

are found here as at the other ifles. Their fifliing inftruments are the fome ; that is,

hooks made of mother-of-pearl, gigs with two, three, or more prongs, and nets made
of
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of a very fine thread, with the meflies wrought exadly like thofe of Europe. But

nothing can be a more demon flrative evidence of their ingenuity than the conftruftion

and make of their canoes, which, in point of neatnefs and workmanihip, exceed every

thing of the kind they faw in this fca. They are built of feveral pieces, fewed together

with bandage, in fo neat a manner, that on the outfide it is difficult to fee the joints.

All the faltenings are on the infide, and pafs through kauts or ridges, which are wrought

on the edges and ends of the feveral boards which compofc the velfel, for that purpofe.

At each end is a kind of deck one third part of the whole length, and open in the

middle. In fome, the middle of the deck is decorated with a row of white fliells, fluck

on little pegs wrought out of the fame piece which compofcs it. Thefe fmgle canoes

have all out-riggers, and are fometimes navigated with fails, but more generally with

paddles, the blades of which are fliort, and broadefl; in the middle. The two vcflels

which compofe the double canoe are each about fixty or feventy feet long, and four or

five broad in the middle ; and each end terminates nearly in a point ; fo that the body

or hull differs a little in conllruclion from the fmgle canoe, but is put together exactly

in the fame maimer ; thefe having a rifmg in the middle round the open part, in the

form of a long trough, which is made of boards clofely fitted together, and well fe-

cured to the body of the vcflel. Two fuch velfels are faftened together parallel to each

other, about fix feet afunder, by ftrong crofs beams, fecured by bandages, to fupport

the upper part of the rifings above mentioned. Over thefe beams and others, which

are fupported by flantions fixed on the bodies of the canoes, is laid a boarded platform.

All the parts which compofe the double canoe, are made as ftrong and light as the

nature of the work will admit, and may be immerged in water to the very platform,

without being in danger of filling. Nor is it poflible, under any circumftance whatever,

for them to fink, fo long as they hold together. Thus they are not only made veiTels

of burden, but fit for diftant navigation. They are rigged with one maft, which fteps

upon the platform, and can eafily be raifcd or taken down ; and are failed with a

latteen fail, or triangular one, extended by a long yard, which is a little bent or

crooked.

The fail is made of mats ; the rope ihey made ufe of is laid exactly like thofe of

Europe, and fome of it is four or five-inch. On the platform is built a little (hed or

hut, which fcreens the crew from the fun and weather, and fervcs for other purpofes.

They alfo carry a moveable fire-hearth, which is a fquare but fliallow trough of wood,
filled with (tones. The way into the hold of the canoe is from off" the platform, down
a fort of uncovered hatchway, in wliich they ftand to bail out the water. Thefe veflcis

are navigated either end foremoft, and that, in changing tacks, they have only occafioii

to (hift or jib round the fail ; but of this Captain Cook fays he was not certain, as he

had not then feen any under fail, or with tlie mad and fail an end, but what were a

confiderable diftance from him.

Their working tools are made of ftone, bones, fhells, &c. as at the other iflands.

When they viewed the work which is performed with thi'fe tools, they were ftruck

with admiration at the ingenuity and patience of the workman. '1 heir knowledge of

the utility of iron was no more than lufficient to teach them to prefer nails to beads,

and fuch trifles ; fome, but a very few, would exchange a pig for a large nail, or a

hatchet. Old jackets, fhirts, cloth, and even rags, were in more efteeni than the bell

edge-tool they could give them ; conlequently they got but few axes but what were

prefents. The nails which were given by the officers and crews of both fliips for

curiofities, &c. with thofe given for rctreflimcnts, amount to no Icfsthan five hundred

VOL XI. 40 weight.
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weight, great and fmall. The only piece of iron ihey faw among them was a fmall

broad awl, v.hich had been made of a nail.

Both men and women are of a common fize with Europeans ; and their colour is

th:\t of a lightifh copper, and more uniformly fo than amongft the inhabitants of
Oiahcite and the Society ifles. The women are the merriell: creatures they ever met
with, and will keep chattering by one's fide, without the leafl; invitation, or confidering

whether they are underflood, provided one does but fecm pleafcd with them. In general

tlicy appeared to be modeft, although there was no want of thofe of a different llainp
;

and as they had yet fume venereal complaints on board, Captain Cook took ail pofllble

care to prevent the diforder being communicated to them. Upon mofl occafions they

fliewed a ftrong propenfity to pilfering ; in which they were full as expert as the

Oiaheiteans.

"I'hey have fine eyes, and in general good teeth, even to an advanced age. The
cuftom of tattcwing, or punfturing the Ikin, prevails. The men are tattowed from
the middle of the thigh to above the hips. The women have it only on their arms and
fmgers ; and there but very {lightly.

The drefs of both fexes confifls of a piece of cloth, or matting, wrapped round the

waift, and hanging down below the knees. From the waift, upwards, they are generally

naked ; and it feemed to be a cuftom to anoint thefe parts every morning. My friend

Attago never failed to do it ', but whether out of refpeft to me, or from cultom, I

will not pretend to fay ; though I rather think from the latter, as he was not fmgular

in the praftice.

Their ornaments are amulets, necklaces, and bracelets of bones, fliells, and beads

of mother of pearl, tortoife-fliell, &c. which are worn by both fexes. They make va-

rious forts of matting ; fome of a very fine texture, vi'hich is generally ufed for clothing;

and the thick and ffronger fort ferves to fleep on, and to make fails for their canoes,

&c. Among other ufetul utenfiis, they have various forts of bafkets ; fome made of

the fame materials as their mats ; and others of the twifled fibres of cocoa-nuts. Thefe

are not only durable but beautiful, being generally compofcd of different colours, and
ftudded with beads made of fhells or bones. They have many little nick-nacks amongil

them ; which fliew that they neither want tafte to defign, nor fkill to execute, what-

ever they take in hand.

The women frequently entertained them with fongs, in a manner which was agreeable

enough. They accompany the mufic by fnapping their fingers, fo as to keep time to

it. Not only their voices, but their mufic was very harmonious, and they have a con-

Jiderable compafs in their notes. Their only inllruments are a flute and a drum.

The common method of faluting one another is by touching or meeting nofes, as is

done in New Zealand ; and their fign of peace to ftrangers, is the difplaying a white

flag or flags ; at Icafl fuch were difplayed to them when they firlt drew near tne flmre.

From their unfufpicious manner of coming on board, and of receiving them at firfl

on fhore, it appears they are feldom difturbed by either foreign or domefiic troubles.

They are, however, not unprovided wath very formidable weapons ; fuch as clubs

and fpears, made of hard wood ; alfo bows and arrows. The clubs are from three to

five feet in length, and of various fliapes. Some of their fpears have many barbs, and

mud be very dangerous weapons where they take efteCt.

They have a fingular cuftom of putting every thing you give them to their heads, by
way of thanks. Very often the women would take hold of Captain Cook's hand, kifs

it, and lift it to their heads.

A very
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A very peculiar barbarifm prevails in thefe ifles. They obfervcd that the greater p:rt

of the people, both men and women, had loft one, or both their little fingers.* They
endeavoured, but in vain, to find out the reafon of this mutilation ; for no one would
take any pains to inform them. It was neither peculiar to rank, age, or fex : nor is

it done at any certain age, as they faw thofe of all ages on whom the amputation had
been jufl made ; and, except feme young children, they found few who had both
hands perfect. As it wp-s more common among the aged than the young, fome were
of opinion that it was cccafioned by the death of their parents or fome other near re-

lation. But I\Ir. Wales one day met with a man, whofe hands were both perfect, of
fuch an advanced age, that it was hardly poffible his parents could be living. They
alfo burn or make incifions in their cheeks, near the cheek-bone. The reafon of this

was equally unknown. In fome, the wounds were quite frefh ; in others, they could
only be known by the fears, or colour of the fkin. They all appeared healthy, flrong,

and vigorous ; a proof of the goodnefs of the climate in which they live.

'Ihey made fail to the fouthward, having a gentle gale at fouth-eaft-by-caft, it being
Captain Cook's intention to proceed directly to Queen Charlotte's Sound in New
Zealand, there to take in wood and water, and then to go on farther difcoveries to the

fouth and eaft. He was very dcfirous of having fome intercourfe with the natives of
this country, as far to the north as pcflible ; that is about Poverty or Tolaga Bays,
where he apprehended they were more civilized than at Queen Charlotte's Sound, in

order to give them fome hogs, fowls, feeds, roots, &c. which he had provided for the

purpofe. They arrived on the sift, and Itood as near the fhore as they could with

fafety. Thev obferved feveral people upon it, but none attempted to come off to

them. As foon as the Adventure was up with them, they made fail for Cape Kid-
nappers, which they paffed at five o'clock in the morning, and continued their courfe

along-fhore till nine, when, being about three leagues (hort of Black-head, they faw
fome canoes put off from the lliore. Upon this they brought to, in order to give them
time to come on board.

Thofe in the firfl canoe, which came along- fide, were fifliors, and exchanged fome
fifli for pieces ot cloth and nails. In the next were two men who, by their drefs and
behaviour, feemed to be chiefs. Thefe two were eafily prevailed on to come on board,

when they were prefented with nails and other articles. They were fo fond of nails, as

to ft'ize on all they could find, and with fuch eagerncfs as plainly ftiewed they were the

mod valuable things they could give them. To the principal of thefe two men Captain
Cook gave the pigs, fowls, feeds, and roots. At firft, he did not think it was meant
to give them to him ; for he took but little notice of them, till he was fatisfied they

were foj- himfelf ; nor was he then in fuch rapture as when he gave him a fpike-nail

half the length of his arm. However, at his gohig away, the captain took notice

that he very well remembered how many pigs and fowls had been given him, as he
took care to have them all collected together, and kept a watchful eye over them, left

any fhould be taken away. He made a promife not to kill any ; and if he k.^eps his

word, and proper care is taken of them, there were enough to llock the whole iiland

in due time, being two boars, two fows, four hens, two cocks. The feeds were fuch

as are molt ufeful, viz. wheat, French and kidney beans, peafe, cabbage, turnips,

onions, carrots, parfnips, yams, &c. With thefe articles they were difiniffed. It was
evident thefe people had not forgot the Endeavour being on their coaft ; for the firft

words they fpoke were, " Mataou no te pow pow," (We are afraid of the guns.) As they

• This ciiflom in not peculiar to (he inbcibitiints of the Friendly Iflcs. Sec Rcchcrches Philofoph'qiics

fur ic9 Amcricains, loin. ii. p. 253, &c.

4 G 2 COUU
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could be no ftrnngers to the affair which happened off Cape Kidnapper in the former

voyage experience had taught them to have fonic regard to thele inftruments of death.

They now ftretchcd to the fouthward
;

pref'ently after violent weather came on, and

for two days they were beating up againfl a hard gale. When they arrived juft in fight

of port, they had the mortification to be driven off from the land by a furious Itorm.

Two favourable circuniltances attended it, which gave them fome confolation ; it was
fair over-head, and they were not apprehenfive of a lee-fhore.

They continued to combat tenipeiluous weather till the 30th, when they lofl fight of

the Adventure. In the afternoon the gale abated. Captain Cook now regretted the

lofs of her ; for had fhe been with him, he fliould have given up all thoughts of going

to Queen Charlotte's Sound to wood and water, and have fought for a place to get

thefe articles farther fouth, as the wind was now favourable for ranging along the coafl.

But their ftparation made it neceffary for him to repair to the Sound, that being the

place of rendezvous.

As they approached the land they faw finoke in feveral places along the fliore ; a

fure fign thar the coaft was inhabited. They continued to (land to the ealfward all

night, in hopes of meeting with the Adventure in the morning, the 3 iff of Oftober.

Seeing nothing of her then, they wore and brought-to under the fore fail and mizen-
ftay-fail, the wind having increafed to a perfect florm. At fix o'clock in the evening

the wind quite ceafed ; but this only proved a momentary repofe ; for, prefently after,

it began to blow with redoubled fury, and obliged them to lie to under the mizen-

ftay-fail, in which fituation they continued till midnight, when the florm leffenedj and
two hours after it fell calm.

On the iff of November, at four o'clock in the morning, the calm was fucceeded

by a breeze from the fouth. Soon after it increafed to a frefli gale, attended with

hazy rainy weather, which gave them hopes that the north-weft winds were done

;

for it muff be obferved, they were not wanting in taking immediate advantage of this

favourable wind, by fetting all their fails, and fteering for Cape Campbell, which at

noon bore north, diftant three or four leagues. At two o'clock they palled the Cape,
and entered the Strait with a brifk gale a-ftern, and fo likely to continue, that they
thought of nothing lefs than reaching their port the next morning. Once more they

were deceived ; at fix o'clock, being off Cloudy Bay, the favourable wind was fuc-

ceeded by one from the north, which foon after veered to north-weft, and increafed to

a frefh gale. Next morning they ftretched over for the ffiore of Eaheinomawe. At
fun-rife the horizon being extraordinary clear to leeward, they looked well out for the

Adventure ; but as they faw nothing of her, judged (he had got into the Sound. As
they approached the above-mentioned (hore, they difcovered on the eaft fide of Cape
Teerawhitte, a new inlet they had never obferved before, into which they entered and
caff anchor.

Soon after they had anchored, feveral of the natives came off in their canoes ; two
from one ffiore, and one from the other. It required but little addrefs to get three or
iour of them on board. Thefe people were extravagantly fond of nails above, every

other thing. To one man the captain gave two cocks and two hens, which he received

with fo much indifference, as gave little hopes he would take proper care of them.

They had not been at anchor here above two hours, before the wind veered to

north-eaft, with which they weighed, and fteered to the Sound, where they arrived juft

at dark, with moft of their fails fplit, and anchored in eight fathoms water.

The next morning, the 3d of November, the gale abated, and was fucceeded by
a few hours calm; after that a breeze fprung up at north-weft, with which they weighed
and ran up into Ship Cove, where they did not find the Adventure, as was expelled.

The
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The firft thing they did, after moorin':: the fliip, was to unb<?nd all the fails ; there

not being one but what wanted repair. In the afternoon they gave orders for all the

empty water-cafks to be landed, in order to be repaired, cleaned and fdli-d ; tents to

be fet up for the fail-makers, coopers, and others, whofe bufinefs made it neccifary

for them to be on fhore. The next day they began to caulk the fhip's fides and decks,

to overhaul her rigging, repair the fails, cut wood for fuel, and fet up the fmith's

forge to repair the iron-work ; all of which were abfolutcly neceflary.

On the 5th, (the mod part of their bread being in cafks), they ordered fome to be
opened, when, to their mortification, they found a good deal of it damaged. To
repair this lofs in the bed manner they could, all the cafks were opened, the bread was
picked, and the copper oven fet up, to bake fuch parcels of it, as, by that means,

could be recovered. Some time this morning the natives flole, out of one of the

tents, a bag of clothes belonging to one of the feamen. As foon as the captain was
informed of it, he went to them in an adjoining cove, demanded the clothes again, and
after fome time fpent in friendly application, recovered them.

With thcfe people they faw the youngeft of the two fows Captain Furneaux had put

on Ihore in Cannibal Cove, when they were lafl; here ; it was lame of one ol its hind

legs, otherwife in good cafe, and very tame. If they underftood thcfe people right,

the boar and other fow werealfo taken away and feparated, but not killed. I'hey were
likewife told, that the two goats they had put on fhore up the Sound, had been killed

by that old rafcal Goubiah. Thus all their endeavours to flock this country with ufeful

animals were likely to be fruftrated, by the very people they meant to ferve. The
gardens had fared fomewhat bettei*. Every thing in them, except the potatoes, they

had left entirely to Nature, who had a£i:ed her part fo well, that they found moffc

articles in a flourifliing flate ; a proof that the winter muft have been mild. The potatoes

had moll of them been dug up ; fome, however, flill remained, and were growing,

though, it is probable, they will never be got out of the ground.

Next morning the captain went over to the cove, where the natives rcfiJed, to haul

the feine ; and took with him a boar and a young fow, two cocks and two hens, they

had brought from the ifles. 1 hefe he gave to the natives, being perfuaded they would
take proper care of them, by their keeping Captain Furneaux's fow near five months.
When they were purchafing fifli of thefe people they fhewed a great inciin;uion to pick

pockets, and to take away the fifli with one hand, which they had juit fold or bartered

with the other. 1 his evil one of the chiefs undertook to remove, and with fury in

his eyes made a fhew of keeping the people at a proper diflance. The captain fays,

" I applauded his conduct, but at the fame time kept fo good a look-out, as to detedt

him in picking my pocket of a handkerchief, which 1 fuffered him to put in his

bofom before I fecmed to know any thing of the matter, and then told him what I

had lofl. He fcemed quite ignorant and innocent, till I took it from liim ; ami then

he put it off with a laugh, ading his part with fo much addrefs, that it was hardly

pofTible for me to be angry with him ; lo that we remained good friends, and he
accompanied me on board to dinner." About that time, they were vifited by Icvc ral

ftrangers in four or five canoes, who brought with them filh and other articles, which
they exchanged for cloth, i^c. 1 hefe new-comers took up their quarters in a cove
near the lents; but very early tiie next morning moved off with fix Iniall water-cilks,

and with them all the people they found here on their arrival. This precipitate retreat

of thcfe lafl, they fuppofed, was owing to the theft the others had committed. They
left behind them fome of their dogs, and the boar that had been given them ihe

day before, which the captain now look back again, as he liad not another. The culks

wtro



59S captjMN cook's second voyage.

were the leafl lofs felt by thefe people leaving them ; while they remained they were
generally well fupplied with fifli, at a fnuill expcncc.

In unpacking the bread, four thoufand two hur.dred and ninety-two poimds they

found totally unfit to eat, and about three thoufand pounds more could only be eaten

by people in their fituation.

The 15th being a pleafant morning, a party went over to the Eaft Bay, and climbed
one of the hills which overlooked the caltern part of the (trait, in order to look for the

Adventure. They had a fatiguing walk to little purpofe ; for when they came to the

fummit, they found the caflern horizon fo foggy that they could not fee above two mil-.-s.

Mr. Forlter, who was one of the party, profited by this excurfion, in collecting fome
new plants. They now began to defpair of feeing the Adventure any more, and was
totally at a lofs to conceive what was beome of her.

From this day to the 2 2d nothing remarkable happened, and they were occupied in

getting every thing in reaJinefs to put to fea, being refolved to wait no longer than th<3

afligned time for the Adventure.

Very early in the morning they were vifited by a nuniber of the natives, in four or

five canoes, very few of whom they had fecn before. They brought with them various

articles (curiofules) which they exchanged for Otaheitean cloth, &c. At firft the

exchanges were very much in the failors' favour, till an old man, who was no ftranger,

came and alTiited his countrymen with his advice 5 which, in a moment, turned the

trade above a thoufand per cent, againll them.

After thefe people were gone, the captain took four hogs, (that is, three fows and

one boar) two cocks and two hens, which he landed in the bottom of the Weil Bay,

carrying them a little way into the woods, where he left them as much food as would
ferve them ten or twelve days. This was done with a view of keeping them in the

woods, left they fliould come down to the fhore in fearch of food, and be difcovercd by

the natives.

Having now put the fliip in a condition for fea, and to encounter the fouthern lati-

tudes, the tents were ftruck and every thing got on board.

The boatfwain, with a party of men, being in the woods cutting broom, fome of them
found a private hut of the natives, in which was depofited moft of the treafure they had

received from them, as well as fome other articles of their own. It is very probable

fome were let to watch this hut ; as, foon after it was difcovered, they came, and took

all away. But milTing fome things, they told fome of the failors they had ftolen them
j

and, in the evening, came and made their complaint to Captain Cook, pitching upon
one of the party as the perfon who had committed the theft. Having ordered this man
to be puniihed before them, they went away feemingly fatisficd, although tliey did not

recover any of the things they had loir, nor could by any ineans find out what had

become of them ; though nothing was more certain than that lonlething had been ftolen

by fome of the party, if not by the very man the natives pitched upon. It was ever a

maxim with the captain to punifh the leaft crimes any of his people committed againfl

thefe uncivilized nations. 'Iheir robbing them with impunity is, by no means, a fuffi-

cient reafon why the Europeans fhould treat thefe uninformed people in the f^ime

manner.

Calm light airs from the north, all day, on the 23d, hindered them from putting to

fea, as intended. In the afternoon, Ibmo of the ofhcers went on fhore to amufe them-

felves among the natives, where they faw the head and bowels of a youth, who had lately

been killed, lying on the beach ; and the heart ftuck on a forked (tick, which was fixed

to the head of one of the largeft canoes. One of the gentlemen bought the head and

brought
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brought it on board, where a piece of the flefli was broiled and eaten by one of the na»

tivcs, before all the officers and moft of the men. Captain Cook w.s on fliore at this

time, but foon afttr returning on board, was informed of the above circumflance ; and

found the quarter-dock crowded with the natives, and the mangled head, or rather part

of it, (for the under jaw and lip were wanting) lying on the tafferal. The flcuU had

been broken on the left fide, jufl: above the temples ; and the remains of the face had

ail the appearance of a youth under twenty.

The iight of the head, and the relation of the above circumflances, Rruck him with

horror, and filled his mind with indignation againfl thele cannibals. Curiofuy, how-
ever got the better of his indignation, efpecially when he confidered that it would avail

bur little ; and being defirous of becoming an eye-witnefsof afaft which many doubted,

he ordered a piece of the flefli to be broiled and brought to the quarter-deck, where one

of thefe cannibals cat it with fnrprifing avidity. This had fo great an effcQ. on fome of

the failors as to make them fick. Tliis youtli had been killed in a fkirmifh between

two parties.

That the New Zealanders are cannibals, can now no longer be doubted. The ac-

count given of this in Captain Cook's former voyage being partly founded on circum-

flances, was, as he afterwards underltood, difcredited by many perfons. Few confider

what a favage man is in his natural (late, and even after he is in fome degree civilized.

On the 25th, they weighed, with a fmall breeze, out of the cove. The morning be-

fore they failed. Captain Cook wrote a memorandum, fetting forth the time he arrived,

the day he failed, the route he intended to take, and fuch other information as he thought

ncceffary for Captain Furneaux, in cafe he fliould put into the Sound ; and buried

it in a bottle under the root of a tree in the garden, which is at the bottom of the cove,

in fuch a manner as mull be found by him or any European who might put into

the cove.

At day-light in the morning on the 26th, they made fail round Cape Pallifer, firing

guns as ufual, as they ran along the fliorc. In this manner they proceeded till they were
three or four leagues to the north-eafl of the Cape.

Every one being unanimouily of opinion that the Adventure could neither be flranded

on the coalf , nor be in any of the harbours thereof, they gave up looking for her, and
all thoughts of feeing her any more during the voyage, as no rendezvous was abfolutely

fixed upon after leaving New Zealand.

On quitting the coalt, and confequently all hopes of their being joined by their con-

fort, not a man was dejected, or thought the dangers they had yet to go through, were in

the leafl increafed by being alone.

On the i4.th of Decemoer they fell in with fevcral large iflands of ice, and, about

noon, with a quantity of loofe ice through which they failed. Grey albatrolTes, blue

petcrels, pintadoes, and fulmers, were feen. As they ad\fanced to the fouth-ealt-by-

ea(t, with a frcfh gale at wefl, they found (he number of ice-iflands increafe fafl, alio a

confiderable quantity of looie ice. They tacked, Itretched to the north, and fjon got

clear of it, but not before they had received feveral hard knocks from the larger pieces,

which, with all their care, thev could not avoid. After clearing one danger tiiev flili

had another to encounter ; the weather remained foggy, and many large iflands lay in

their way ; fo that they had to luff for on'", and bear up for another. One they were
very near falling aboard of; and if it had happened, this circumltance would never have
been related. Thele difficulties determined them toget more to the north.

On the 1 7th they took fome ice out of the fea into their boats, for the ufe of the fliip,

but it proved to be none of the beff, being chiefly compofcd of frozen fnow j on which

S account
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account it was porus, and imbibed a good deal of fait water : but this drained off, after

lying awhile on the deck, and the water then yielded was frefli. They continued to

ftretch to the caft, with a cold northerly wind, attended with a thick fog, fnow, and
fleet, that decorated all their rigging with icicle?.

On the 2 1 ft, they very fuddenly got in amongft a duller of very large ice iflands,

and a vaft quantity of loofc pieces ; and as the fog was exceedingly thick, it was witli

the utmofl difficulty they wore clear of them.
On the 23d, the wind being pretty moderate, and the fea fmooth, they brought-to, at

the outer edge of the ice, hoifted out two boats, and fent to take fome up. The fnow
froze to the rigging as it fell, making the ropes like wires, and the fails like boards or
plates of metal.

While they were taking up ice, they got two of the antardic peterels. They are

about the fizeofa large pigeon ; the feathers of the head, back, and part of the upper
fide of the wings, are of a light brown ; the belly and under fide of the wings white;
the tail leathers are alfo white, but tipped with brown. Thefe birds are fuller of fea-

thers than any they had hitherto feen ; fuch care has nature taken to clothe them,
fuitable to the climate in which they live. They alfo faw a very large feal, which kept
playing about for fome time. One of their people who had been at Greenland, called it

a fea-horfe ; but every one elfe who faw it, took it for what it really was.

In the morning of the 26th, the whole fea was in a manner covered with ice, 200
large iflands and upwards being feen within the compafs of four or five miles.

On the 30th, feveral whales where feen playing about the fhip, but very few birds ;

iflands of ice in plenty.

On the 30th of January, 1774, at four o'clock in the morning, they perceived the

clouds, over the horizon to the fouth, to be of an unufualfnow-whitebrightnefs, which
they knew denounced their approach to field-ice. Soon after, it was feen from the

top-mafUhead ; and at eight o'clock, they were clofe to its edge.

It extended eaft and weft, far beyond the reach of their fight. In the fituation they

were in, juft the fouthern half of the horizon was illuminated by the rays of light re-

flected from the ice, to a confiderable height. Ninety-feven ice-hills were diftinctly feen

within the field, befidethofe on the outfide ; many of them very large, and looking like

a ridge of mountains, rifing one above another till they were loft in the clouds. The
outer or northern edge of this immenfe field was compofed of loofe or broken ice clofe

packed together, fo that it was not poftlble for any thing to enter it. This was about

a mile broad ; within which was folid ice in one continued compafl; body. It was
rather low and flat (except the hills), but feemed to increafe in height to the fouth ; in

which direftion it extended beyond their fight. Such mountains of ice as thefe, were.
Captain Cook believes, never feen in the Greenland feas ; at leaft, not that he ever heard
or read of; fo that he cannot draw a comparifon between the ice here and there.

The captain fays, " I will not fay it was impolfible any where to get farther to the

fouth ; but the attempting it would have been a dangerous and ralh enterprize, and
what, I believe no man in my fituation would have thought of. I, who had ambition

not only to go farther than any one had been before, but as far as it was poflible for man
to go, was not forry at meeting with this interruption ; as it in fome meafure relieved

us; at leaft, fhortened the dangers andhardfliips infeparable from the navigation of the

fouthern polar regions. Since therefore we could not proceed one inch farther to the

fouth, no other reafon need be afiigned for my tacking and ftanding back to the north."

^- The captain now came to a refolution to proceed to the north, and to fpend the enfu-

Jng winter within the tropic, if he met with no employment before he came there, as

he
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he was now well fatisfied no continent was to be found in this ocean, but what mufl: li^

fo far to the fouth as to be totally inacceflible on account of ice ; and that if one Ihould

be found in the Southern Atlantic Ocean, it would be neceffary to have the whole

fuinmer before them to explore it.

They now fleered north, inclining to the eaft, and in the evening they were over-

taken by a furious dorm at weft-fouth-weft attended with fnow and fleet. It came I'o

fuddcnly upon them, that before they could take in their fails, two old top-fails, which

they had bent to the yards, were blown to pieces, and the other fails much damaged.

On the 2oth of February, as they advanced to the north, they felt a mod fcnfible

change in the weather. They (leered weft-fouth-weft, which they thought the moft

probable dirodion to find land.

On the 25th, Captain Cook was taken ill of the bilious cholic, which wis fo violent

as to confine him to his bed ; fo that the management of the Ihip was left to

Mr. Cooper, the firfl officer, who conducted her much to his fatisfadion. It was

feveral days before the moil dangerous fymptouis of his diibrder were removed ; during

which time Mr- Patten, the furgeon, was to him not only a ikilful phyfician, but an

afFeftionate nurfe. When he began to reccitxr, a favourite dog belonging to Mr.
Forfler fell a facrifice to his tender ilomach. They had no other frefli m^-.u whatever

on board; and the captain could eat of this flefh, as well as broth made of it, when
he could tafle nothing elle. Thus he received nourifhmeut and ftrength from food

which would have made moft people in Europe fick ; fo true it is, that necellity is

governed by no law.

At eight o'clock in the morning, on the lith of March, land was fecn from the

maft-head, bearing wefl, about twelve leagues diflant. They now tacked and endea-

voured to get into what appeared to be a bayj on the weft fide of the point, or fouth-

eaft fide of the ifland ; but before this could be accompliihed, night came upon them,

and they ftood on and off, under the land, till the next morning. This is called

Eafter Ifland, or Davis's Land.
When getting round the point, and coming before a fandy beach, they found found-

ings thirty and forty fathoms, fandy ground, and about one mile from the fhore.

Here a canoe, conducted by two men, came off. They brought with them a bunch
of plantains, which they fent into the fhip by a rope, and then they returned afhore.

This gave the captain a good opinion of thefe iflanders, and infpired them with hopes
of getting fome refrefliments, of which they were in great want.

I'hey continued to range along the coaft, till they opened the northern point of the

ifle. While the fhip was plying in, a native came on board. The firfl thing he did

waK to meafure the length of the fhip, by fathoming her from the taffarel to the ftem

;

and as he counted the fathoms, they obfervcd that he called the numbers by the

fame names that they do at Otaheite ; neverthelefs his language was nearly unin-

telligible to all of them.

Having anchored too near the edge of the bank, a frefh breeze from the land,

about three o'clock the next morning, drove them olf it ; on which the captain went
afhore, accompanied by fome of the gentlemen, to fee what the illand was likely to

afford. They landed at a fandy beach, where fome hundreds of the natives were
affembled, and who were fo impatient to fee them, that many of them fwam off to

meet the boats. Not one of them had fo much as a itick or weapon of any fort in his

hand. After diftributing a few trinkets amongft them, they made (igns for fomething

to cat ; on which they brought dmvn a few potatoes, plantains, and fugar-canes, and
exchanged them for nail^:, looking-glaflls, and pieces of tloth.

vol.. XI. 4 II They
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They prefently difcovered that they were as expert thieves, and as tricking in their

exchanges, as any people they had yet met with. It was with fome difficulty they

could keep the hats on their heads; but hardly poflible to keep any thing in their

pockets, not even what thenifelves had fold ; for they would watch every oppor-

tunity to fnatch it from them, fo that they fometimcs bought the fame thing two or

three times over, and after all did not get it.

Before they failed from England, Captain Cook was informed that a Spanifh fliip

had vifited this hie in 1769. Some figns of it were feen among the natives ; one man
had a pretty good broad-brimmed European hat on ; another had a jacket ; and ano-

ther a red filk handkerchief.

Near the place where they landed were fome tall ftatues, which fliall be defcribed

hereafter. I'he country appeared quite barren, and without wood ; there were never-

thelefs feveral plantations of potatoes, plaintains, and fugar-canes j they alfo faw fome

fowls, and found a well of brackifli water. The fhip was brought to an anchor in

thirty-two fathoms water, about a mile from the neareft fliore.

The captain was obliged to content himfelf with remaining at the landing-place

among the natives, as he was not yet ^uite recovered. They had a pretty brifk trade

with them for potatoes, which they obferved they dug out of an adjoining plantation
;

but this traffic, which was very advantageous to them, was foon put a ftop to, by the

owner (as they fuppofed) of the plantation coming down and driving all the people

out of it. By this they concluded, that he had been robbed of his property, and that

they were not lefs fcrupulous of ftealing from one another than from them, on whom
they praclifed every little fraud they could think on, and generally with fuccefs ; for

they had no fooner deteded them in one, than they found out another. A party who
had been fent out in the morning to view the country, now returned.^ They had not

proceeded far, before a middle-aged man, punctured from head to foot, and his face

painted with a fort of white pigment, appeared with a fpear in his hand, and walked

alongfide of them, making figns to his countrymen to keep at a diftance, and not to

moleft them. When he had pretty well effecled this, he hoifted a piece of white

cloth on his fpear, placed himfelf in the front, and led the way, with this enfign of

peace. For the greateft part of the diftance acrofs, the ground had but a barren

appearance.

On the eaft fide, near the fea, they met with three platforms of ftone-work, or

rather the ruins of them.— On each had ftood four of thofe large ftatues, but they

were all fallen down from two of them, and alfo one from the third ; all except one

were broken by the fall, or in fome meafure defaced. Mr. Wales meafured this one

and found it to be fifteen feet in length, and fix feet broad over the fhoulders. Fiich

ftatue had on its head a large cylindric Itone of a red colour, wrought perfectly round.

The one they meafured, which was not by far the largeft, was fifty-two inches high,

and fixty-fix in diameter. In fome the upper corner of the cylinder was taken off" in

a fort of concave quarter round ; but in others the cylinder was entire.

Beyond this they came to the moft fertile part of the ifland they faw, it being inter-

fperfed with plantations of potatoes, fugar-canes, and plantain-trees, and thefe not fo

much incumbered with ftones as thofe they had feen before ; but they could find no

water except what the natives twice or thrice brought them, which, though brackifh

and ftinking, was rendered acceptable by the extremity of their thirft. They alfo

pafTed fome huts, the owners of which met them with roafted potatoes and fugar-canes,

and placing themfelves a-head of the party (for they marched in a line in order to

have the benefit of the path^, gave one to each man as he paffed by. But at the very

4 time
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time fome were relieving the thirfly and hungry, there were others who endeavoured

to fteal from them tlie very things which had been given them. At laft, to prevent

vvorfe confequences, they were obliged to fire a load of fmall flict at one \\ ho was fo

audacious as to fnatch the bag which contained every thing they carried with them.

The fhot hit him on the back, on which he dropped the bag, ran a little \ray and then

fell ; but he afterwards got up and walked, and what became of him they knew not,

nor whether he was much wounded. This affair occafioncd fome delay, and drew the

natives together : they prefently faw the man who had hitherto led the way, and one

or two more, coming running towards them ; but iiiftead of flopping when they came

up, they continued to run round them, repeating in a kind manner a few words, until

lacy fet forwards again. Then their old guide hoifted his flag, leading the way as

before, and none ever attempted to fteal from them the whole day afterwards.

Towards the eaftern end of the ifland they met with a well whofe water was pcr-

fedlly frefli, being confiderably above the level of the fea ; but it was dirty, owing to

the tilthinefs or cleanlinefs (call it which you will) of the natives, who never go to

drink without wafhing themfelves all over as foon as they have done; and if ever fo

many of them are together, the firfl leaps right into the middle of the hole, drinks,

and wafhes himfelf wiihout the leafi ceremony ; after which another takes his place

and does the fame.

They obferved that this fide of the ifland was full of thofe gigantic ftatues before

mentioned; fome placed in groupes on platforms of mafonrj-^ ; others fingle, fixed

only in the earth, and that not deep ; and thefe latter are, in general, much larger

than the others. Having meafured one which had fallen down, they found it very

near twenty-feven feet long, and upwards of eight feet over the breafl or fhoulders

;

and yet this appeared confiderably fhort of the fize of one they faw flanding : its

fhade, a little pafl two o'clock, being fufficient to fhelter all the party, confifting of near

thirty perfons, from the rays of the fun. IMr. Wales, from whom Captain Cook had

this information, is of opinion that there had been a quarry here, whence thefe ffones

had formerly been dug ; and that it would have been no difficult matter to roll them
down the hill after they were formed.

They faw not an animal of any fort, and but very few birds ; nor indeed any thing

which can induce fhips that are not in the utmofl diltrefs to touch at this ifland.

The Captain determined to leave the ifland the next morning, fince nothing was
to be obtained that could make it worth his while to flay longer. They had a calm till

ten o'clock in the morning of the i6th, when a breeze fprung up at wefl, accompanied

with heavy fhowers of rain, which laded about an hour. The weather then clearing

up, on the i6th of March, they got under fail, and flood to fea.

The produce of this ifland is Iweet potatoes, yams, tara or eddy root, plantains, and
fugar-canes, all pretty good, the potatoes efpecially, which are the befl of the kind

they ever taftcd. Gourds they have alfo, but fo very few. that a cocoa-nut fliell was
the mofl valuable thing they could give them. They have a few tame fowls, fuch as

cocks and hens, fmall but well tailed. They have alfo rats, which, it feems, they eat

;

for they faw a man with fome dead ones in his hand ; and he feemed unwilling to part

with them, giving them to underfland they were for food. The coafl feemed not to

abound with fifli ; at leafl they could catch none with hook and line, and it was but

very little they faw amongfl the natives.

The inhabitants of this ifland do not feem to exceed fix or feven hundred fouls,

and above two-thirds of thofe they faw were males. They either have but few females

among them, or clfe many were reflrained from making their appearance.

4 H 2 In
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In general, the people of this ifle are a flender race. They did not fee a man that

would meafure fix feet ; fo far are they from being giants, as one of the authors of

Rnggewein's voyage afferts. They are brifk and aftive, have good features, and not

difagreeable countenances, are friendly and hofpitable to ftrangers, but as much
addifted to pilfering as any of their neighbours.

The women's clothing is a piece or two of quilted cloth about fix feet by four, or

a mau One piece wrapped round their loins, another over their fhoulders, make a

complete drefs. But the men, for the mofl part, are in a manner naked, wearing

nothing but a flip of cloth betwixt their legs, each end of which is failened to a cord

or belt they wear round the waifl. The Otaheitean cloth, or indeed any fort, was

much valued by them.

As harmlefs and friendly as thefe people feem to be, they are not without oftenfive

weapons, fuch as fliort wooden clubs and fpears.

Their houfes are low miferable huts, conflrudled by fetting fticks upright in the

ground, at fix or eight feet diftance, then bending them towards each other, and tying

them together at the top, forming thereby a kind of Gothic arch. The longefl: flicks

are placed in the middle, and fhorter ones each way, and at lefs diftance afunder j

by which means the building is higheft and broadeft in the middle, and lower and nar-

rower towards each end. To thefe are tied others horizontally, and the whole is-

thatched over with leaves of fugar-cane. The door-way is in the middle of one fide,

formed like a porch, and fo low and narrow, as juft to admit a man to enter upon all

fours.

The gigantic ftatues are not, in Captain Cook's opinion, looked upon as idols by the

prefcnt inhabitants, whatever they might have been in the days of the Dutch ; at leaft,

he faw nothing that could induce him to think fo. On the contrary, he rather fup-

pofes thiat they are burying-places for certain tribes or families.

The workmanfhip is rude, but not bad ; nc^* are the features of the face ill formed,

the nofe and chin in particular ; but the ears are long beyond proportion ; and as to^

the bodies, there is hardly any thing like a human figure about them.

The working-tools of thefe people are but very mean, and like thofe of all the other

iflanders they had vifited in this ocean, made of fione, bone, fhells, &:c.

After leaving Eafter Ifland, they fleered north- wefl-by-north and north-north-wefl,

with a fine eafterly gale.

Having now a lleady fettled trade-wind, and pleafant weather, the forge was ordered

to be fet up, to repair and make various neceflary articles in the iron way ; and the

caulkers had already been fome time at work, caulking the decks, weather-works, &c.

On the 7th of April they faw an ifle, which, as it was a new difcovery, they named
Hood's Ifland, after the young gentleman who firfl faw it ; the fecond was that of

St. Pedro ; the third. La Dominica ; and the fourth, Sr. Chriflina. They ranged the

fouth-ead coafl of La Dominica, without feeing the leaft figns of anchorage. Some
canoes put off from thefe places, and followed them down the coaft.

At length having come before the port they were in fearch of, they anchored in

thirty-four fathoms water, and a fine fandy bottom. This was no fooner done, than

about thirty or forty of the natives came off in ten or twelve canoes ; but it required

fome addrefs to get them alongfide. At laft, a hatchet and fome fpikc-nails induced

the people in one canoe to come under the quarter-gallery ; after which all the others

put alongfide, and having exchanged fome bread-fruit and fifli for fmall nails, &c.

retired on fhore, the fun being already fet. They obferved a heap of Hones on the

bow of each canoe, and every man to have a fling tied round his hand.

Very
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Very early next morninpj, tlie natives vifited them again in much greater numbers
than before ; bringing with them bread-fruit, plantains, and one pig, all of which

they exchanged for nails, Sec. But in this traffic they would frequently keep their

goods and make no return, till at lafl the captain was obliged to fire a mufquet-ball

over one man who had feveral times fervcd them in this manner; after which they

dealt more fairly and foon after feveral of them came on board. As the captain was
going in a boat to look for a more convenient place to moor the fhip in, he obferved

too many of the natives on board, and faid to the officers, " You muil look well after

thefe people, or they will certainly carry off fomething or other." He had hardly

got into the boat, before he was told they had (tolen one of the iron ftaunchions from
the oppofite gangway, and were making off with it He ordered them to fire over the

canoe till he could get round in the boat, but not to kill any one. But the natives

made too much noife for hini to be heard, and the unhappy thief was killed at the

third (liot. Two others in the fame canoe leaped overboard, but got in again juft as

he came to them. The ftaunchion they had thrown overboard. One of them, a

man grown, fin bailing the blood and water out of the canoe, in a kind of hyfteric

laugh. The other, a youth about fourteen or fifteen years of age, looked on the

deceafed with a ferious and dejeQed countenance. They had afterwards reafon to

believe he was his fon.

At this unhappy accident all the natives retired with precipitation. The captain

followed them into the bay, and prevailed upon the people in one canoe to come along-

fidc' the boat, and receive fome nails and other things which he gave them. One
would have thought that the natives, by this time, would have been fo fenfible of the

effedt of fire arms, as not to have provoked them to fire upon them any more ; but

the event proved othcrwife. For the boat had no fooner left the kedge anchor, than

two men in the canoe put off from the fhore, took hold of the buoy-rope, and
attempted to drag it alhore, little confidering what was faff to it. Left, after difcover-

ing their miftake, they fliould take away the buoy, the captain ordered a mufquet to

be fired at them. The ball fell ffiort, and they took not the leaft notice of it ; but

a fecond having paffed over them, they let go the buoy, and made for the fhore.

This was the laft fhot they had occafion to fire at any of them, while they lay at this

place. It probably had more effed than killing the man, by fhcwing them that they

were not fafe at any diltance ; neverthelefs, they would very often be exercifing their

talent of thieving, which they thought proper to put up with, as their ftay was not

likely to be long amongft them.

On the loth, early in the morning, fome people from more diftant parts came in

canoes alongfide, and fold them fome pigs ; fo that they had now fufficient to give the

crew a frefh meal. They were, in general, fo fmall, that fortv or fifty were hardly

fufficient for this purpofe. After dinner, the captain went on Ihore and collected

eighteen pigs.

Next morning he went down to the fame place where he had been the preceding

cvenin(j; but inltead of getting pigs, as he expecled, found the fcenc quite changed. The
nails, and oih. r things, they were mad after but the evening before, they now defpifed ;

and iiiftead of them wanted they did not know what; fo that he was obliged to return

with three or four little pigs, which coft more than a dozen did the day before. The
reason was, feveral of the young gentlemen having landed the preceding day, had given

away in exchange various articles which the people had not fcen before, and which took
with them more than nails, or more ufeful iron tools. But what ruined their market
the moft was one of them giving for a pig a very large quantity of red feathers he

2 had
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had got at Amfterdam. Trade being thus ftopped, the captain prepared to leave this

place, and go where their wants might be eft'edually relieved ; for after having been

nineteen weeks at fea, and living all the titne on fait diet, they could not but want

fome refrefliments; yet they had not one fick man on board, owing to the many anti-

fcorbutic articles they had, and to the great attention of the furgeon, who was remark-

ably careful to apply them in time.

April the i ith, at three o'clock in the afternoon, they weighed. They had now
but little wind, and that very variable, with fliowers of rain.

The Marquefa, which they had juft left, were difcovered by Mendana, a Spaniard,

and from him obtained the general name they now bear. They are five in num-
ber, viz. La Magdalena, St. Pedro, La Dominica, Santa Chriftina, and Hood's Ifland,

which is the northernmofl ; La Dominica is the largeft. It hath an unequal breadth,

and is about fifteen or fixteen leagues in circuit. It is full of rugged hills, rifing in

ridges directly from the fea ; thefe ridges are disjoined by deep valleys, which are

clothed with wood, as are the fides of fome of the hills; the afpeft is however

barren.

The inhabitants of thefe iflands, colleftively, are without exception the finefl: race

of people in this fea. For fine fhape and regular features, they perhaps furpafs all

other nations. Neverthelefs, the affinity of their language to that fpoke in Otaheite

and the Society Ifles, fhev.' that they ai-e of the fame nation. Oedidee could converfe

with them tolerably well ; and it was eafy to fee that their language was nearly the fame.

Their clothing is the fame as at Otaheite, and made of the fame matei'ials ; but

they have it not in fuch plenty ; nor is it fo good. The men, for the mofi: part, have

nothing to cover their nakednefs, except the marra, as it is called at Otaheite ; which

is a flip of cloth pafled round the waift and betwixt the legs. This fimple drefs is

quite fufficient for the climate, and anfwers every purpofe modefty requires. The diTfs

of the women is a piece of cloth, wrapped round the loins like a petticoat, which

reaches down below the middle of the leg, and a loofe mantle over their Ihoulders.

In the article of eating, thefe people are, by no means, fo cleanly as the Otaheitans.

They are iikewife dirty in their cookery. Pork and fowls are dreffed in an oven of

hot ftoncs, as at Otaheite ; but fruits and roots they roafl; on the fire, and after taking

off the rind, or Ikin, put them into a platter or trough with water, out of which both

men and hogs eat at the fame time. The captain fays, he faw them make a batter of

fruit and roots, diluted with water, in a veflel that was loaded with dirt, and out of

which the hogs had been but that moment mating, without giving it the leafi: wafhing,

or even v.afliing their hands, which were equally dirty ; and when he exprefled diflike,

was laughed at.

Hogs are the only quadrupeds they faw ; and cocks and hens the only tame fowls.

However, the woods feemed to abound with fmall birds of a very beautiful plumage,

and fine notes ; but the fear of alarming the natives, hindered them from fhooting fo

many of them as might otherwife have been done.

With a fine eafterly wind they fteered fouth-weft, fouth-weft-by-weft, and weft-by-

fouth, till the 17th, at ten o'clock in the morning, when land was feen bearing weft-

half-north, which upon a nearer approach, they found to be a firing of low iflets, con-

nected together by a reef of coral rocks.

As they fleered along the coaft, the natives appeared in feveral places, armed with

long fpears and clubs, and fome were got together on one fide of the creek. The
captain fent two boats well armed afhore under the command of Lieutenant Cooper,

with a view of having fome intercourfe with them, and to give Mr. Forfter an oppor-

tunity
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tunity of collecting fomething in his way. They faw them land without the leaft

oppofition. Some little time after, obferving forty or fifty natives, all armed, coming
towards the boats, they flood clofe in fhore, in order to be ready to fupport their

people in cafe of an attack. But nothing of this kind happened ; and foon after the

boats returned aboard, when Mr. Cooper informed the captain that, on his landing,

only a few of the natives met him on the beach, but there were many in the fkirts of

the woods, with fpears in their hands. The prefents he made them were received with

great coolnefs, which plainly fhewed they were unwelcome vifitors. They brought

aboard five dogs, v/hich feemed to be in plenty there. They faw no fruit but

cocoa-nuts, of which they got, by exchange, tv/o dozen. One of the failors

got a dog for a fingle plantain, which led them to conjefture they had none of this

his fruit.

This ifland, which is called by the inhabitants Tiokea, was difcovered and vifited by
Commodore Byron. It has fomething of an oval fhape, and is about ten leagues in

circuit.

On the 1 8th, at day-break, after having fpent the night making fhort boards, they

wore down to another ifle they had in fight to the weflward, which they reached by
eight o'clock, and ranged the fouth-caft fide at one mile from fhore. Thefe muft

be the fame iflands to which Commodore Byron gave the name of George's

Iflands.

It cannot be determined with any degree of certainty whether this groupe of iflcs be

any of thofe difcovered by the Dutch navigators or no ; this part of the ocean

is fo flrewed with thefe low ifles, that a navigator cannot proceed with too much
caution.

They made the high land of Otaheitc on the 21 ft of April, and at eight o'clock the

next morning anchored in Matavia Bay in feven fathoms water. This was no fooner

known to the natives than many of them paid them a vifit, and exprelTed not a little joy

at feeing them again.

On the 24th, Otoo the King, and feveral other chiefs, with a train of attendants, paid

them a vifit, and brought them as prefents ten or a dozen large hogs, belides fruits,

which made them exceedingly welcome. The captain was advertifed of the King's

coming, and looked upon it as a good omen. Knowing how much it was his intereft

to make this man his friend, he met him at the tents, and conduced him and his

friends on board, where they ftaid dinner, after which they were difmilfcd with

fuitable prefents, and highly pleafed with the reception they had met with.

They now found thefe people were building a great number of large canoes and

houlcs of every kind
;
people living in fpacious habitations, who had not a place to

fheltcr themfclvcs in eight months before j feveral large hogs about every houie ; and

every other fign of a rifing ftate.

Judging from thefe favourable circumftances that they fliould not mend themfelves

by removing to another iiland, the captain refolved to make a longer flay, and begin

with the repairs of the fhip and (lores, kc.

In the morning of the 26th, the captain went down to Oparrec, accompanied

by fome of the officers and gentlemen, to pay Otoo a vifit. As tiiey drew near

they obfervcd a number of large canoes in motion ; but were furprifed, when they

arrived, to fee upwards of three hundred ranged in order, for fome diflance, along

the fliore, all completely equipped and manned, befidcs a vaft number of armed men
upon the fhore. So unexpected an armament collected together in their neighbour-

hood, in the fpace of one night, gave rife to various conjectures.

The
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The vcflcls of war confifted of i6o large double canoes, very well equipped, manned,
and armed. The chiefs, and all thofe on the fighting ftages, were drefled in their

war-habils; that is, in a vaft quantity of cloth, turbans, breafl-plates, and helmets.
Some of the latter were of fuch a length as greatly to encumber the wearer. Indeed,

their whole drefs feemcd to be ill calculated for the day of battle, and to be defigned

more for flicw than ufc. Be this as it may, it certainly added grandeur to the profped^,

as they were fo complaifant as to fhew themfelvcs to the befl advantage. The vefTels

were decorated with flags, flreamers, &c. fo that the whole made a grand and noble

appearance, fuch as they had never feen before in this fca, and what no one would have
expected. Their indruments of war were clubs, fpears, and fhones. The vefllls were
ranged clofe along-fide of each other with their heads afhore, and their ftern to the fea

;

the admiral's veflcl being nearly in the centre. Befides the vcflels of war, there were

an hundred and feventy fail of fmallcr double canoes, all with a little houfe upon them,

and rigged with a raafl: and fail, which the war canoes had not. Thefe weredellgned

for tranfports, viduallers, <^c. for in tlie war canoes was no fort of provifions whatever.

In thefe three hundred and thirty veifels there were no lefs than feven thoufand I'even

hundred and fixty men.

Tupia informed them, when they were firfl: here, that the whole ifland raifed only

between fix and feven thoufand men ; but they now faw two diitrids only raife that

number ; fo that he muft have taken his account from fome old eftablifliment ; elfe

he only meant tatatous, that is warriors, or men trained from their infancy to

arms, and did not include the rowers, and thole neceffary to navigate the other

veflels.

While they were viewing this fleet. Tec came and whifpered them in the ear , that

Otoo was gone to Matavia, advifing them to return thither. They accordingly pro-

ceeded for the fliip.

They had not been long gone from Oparee, before the whole fleet was in motion to

the weltward, whence it came. When they got to Matavia, they were told that this

fleet was part of the armament intended, to go againfl Eimea, whofe chief had thrown

olFihe yoke of Otaheite, and afl'umed an independency. They were likewife informed that

Otoo ndther was nor had been at Matavia ; fo that they were fill! at a lofs to know why
he fled from Oparee. I'his occafioned another trip thither in the afternoon, where

they found him, and now uTidc"»-Ifood that the reafon of his not feeing them in the

morning, was that fome of his people having fliolen a quantity of their clothes, which

were on fliore wafliing, he was afraid the captain fhould demand reftitution. He
repeatedly aflvcd him if he was not angry ; and when he afl"ured him that he was not,

and that they might keep what they had got, he was fatisfied.

In the morning of the 27th of April, the captain received a prefent from Towha,
confift:ing of two large hogs and fome fruit, fent by two of his fcrvants, who had

orders not to receive any thing in return ; nor would they when ofi^ered them. Soon
after, he went down to Oparrce in his boat, where having found both this chief and

the King, after a Ihort flay, he brought thein both on board to dinner, together with

Tarevatoo, the King's younger brother, and Tee. As foon as they drew near the fliip,

the admiral, who had never feen one before, began to exprefs much furprize at fo new
a iight. He was conducted all over the fliip, every part of which he viewed with great

attention. On this occafion Otoo was the principal fliew-man ; for, by thiri time, he

was well acquainted with the difterent parts of the fliip. After dinner Towha put a hog
on board, and retired, without the captain's knowing any thing of the matter, or

having made him any return either for tliis, or the prefent he had in the morning.

Soon



CAPTAIN cook's SECOND VOYAGE.- 609

Soon after the King and his atteiulants went away alfo. Both th To chiefs, when on

board, folicited him to aflilt: ihem againfh Tiarabou, but to their Ibhcitations he gave no

encouragement.

On the 28th, one of the natives attempting to fteal a water-cafk from the watering-

place, he was caught in the a£l, fent on board, and put in irons ; in which fituation

Otoo and the other chiefs faw him. Having made known his crime to them, Otoo
begged he might be fet at Hberty. This the captain refufcd, tcHiiig him, that fmce he

punilhed his people,, when they committed the leaft offence againft; the natives, it was

but jufl this man fhould be puniflicd alfo ; and as he knew he would not do it, he was

refolved to do it himfelf. Accordir.gly, he ordered the man to be carried on fhore to

the tents, and having followed, with Otoo, Towha, and others, he ordered the guard

out, under arms, and the man to be tied up to a pod. Otoo, his filler, and fome others

begged hard for him ; Towha liiid not one word, but was very attentive to every thing

going forward. The captain cxpoltulated with Otoo on the conduct of this man, and of

his people in general ; telling him, that neither he, nor any of his people, took any thing

from them, without firfl: paying for it ; enumerating the articles they gave in exchange

for fuch and inch things, and urging that it was wrong in them to Ileal from thofe who
were their friends. He moreover told him, that the punifhing this man would be the

means of faving the lives of others of his people, by deterring them from committing

crimes of this nature. With thefe and other arguments, which he pretty well under-

•ftood, he feemed fatisfied, and only defired the man might not be matterou (or killed).

The captain tlien ordered the crowd, which was very great, to be kept at a proper

diflancc, and in the prefence of them all, ordered the fellow two dozen of laflies with a

cat-o'-nine-tails, which he bore with great firmnefs, and was then fet at liberty.

After this the natives were going away ; but Towha flepped forth, called them back,

and harangued them for near half an hour. His fpeech confdled of fliort fentences,

which were not well underflood ; but from what they could gather, he recapitulated

part of what he had faid to Otoo, named i'everal advantages they had received from
the captain, contemned their prefenc condudt, and recommended a different one for the

future, 'i'he graccfulnefs of his action, and the attention with which he was heard,

befpoke him a great orator.

Otoo fin'd not one word. As foon as Towha had ended his fpeech, the captain

ordered the marines to go through their excrcife, and to load and lire in vollies with
ball : and as they were very quick in their manoeuvres, it is eafier to conceive than to

defcribe the amazement the natives were under the whole time, efpecially thofe who
had not feen anv thing of the kind before.

This being over, the chiefs took leave and retired with all their attendants, fcarcely

more pleafed than frightened at what they had feen.

They had a very great fupply of provifions, fent and brought by different chiefs,

on the ill of May; and the next day received a prcfent from Towha, fent by his

fervants, confifting of a hog, and a boat-load of various forts of fruits and roots.

The like prefent they alfo had from Otoo, brought by Tarevatoo, who flayed dinner.

On going afliorc in the morning of the 7th, they found Otoo at the tents, and took
the opportunity to afk his leave to cut down fome trees for fuel, which he readily

granted. The captain told hiin lie fliould cut down no trees that bore any fruit.

He was pleafed with this declaration, and told it aloud feveral times to the people
about them.

During the night, between the 7th and 8th, fome time in the middle watch, all their

friendly connexions received an interruption, through the negligence of one of the

vol.. XI. 41 fcntinels
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fentinels on (hore. He havin|T either fl?pt or quirted his pofl:, gave one or the natives

an opportunity to carry ofT his mufquet. The firfl news the captain heard of it was
from Tee, whom Otoo had fent on board for that purpofe, and to defire that he would
go to him, for that he was mataoued. They were not well enough acquainted with

their language to underftand all Tee's ftory ; but they underftood enough to know
that foniething had happened which had alarin.?d the King. In order, therefore, to

be fully informed, the captain went afhore with Tee and Tarevatoo, who had flept

aboard all night. As foon as they landed he was informed of the whole by the ferjeant

who commanded the party. The natives were all alarmed, and the moft of them fled.

Tee and the captain went to look for Otoo ; and as they advanced, he endeavoured to

allay the fears of the people, but at the fame time infiilcd on the mufquet being

reftorcd. After travelling fome diftance into the country, enquiring of every one they

faw for Otoo, Tee ftopped all at once, and advifed the captain to return, faying, that

Otoo was gone to the mountains, and he would proceed and tell him that he (the

captain) was flill his friend. Tee alfo promifed that he would ule his endeavours to

recover the mufquet.

Ihe captain returned to the fliip, and foon after he obferved fix large canoes

coming round Point Venus. Some people whom he had fent out to watch the conduct

of the neighbouring inhabitants, informed him, they were laden with baggage, fruit,

hogs, iJcc. There being room for fufpecling that fome perfon belonging to thefe

canoes had committed the theft, he came to a refolution to intercept them ; and

having put off in a boat for that purpofe, gave orders for another to follow. One of

the canoes, which was fome diftance ahead of the reft, came direftly for the fliip. He
went along fide this, and found two or three women in her whom he knew. They
told him they were going on board the fliip with fomething for him ; and on inquiring

of them for Otoo, was told he was then at the tents. Pieafed with this news, he

contradicted the orders he had given for intercepting the other canoes, thinking they

might be coming on board alfo as well as this one, which he left within a few yards

of the fhip, and rowed aftiore to fpeak with Otoo. But when he landed he was told

that he had not been there, nor knew they any thing of him. On looking behind

him, he faw all the canoes making off" in the greateft hafte ; even the one he had left:

along fide the fliip had evaded going on board, and was making her efcape. Vexed
at being thus outwitted, he refolved to purfue them ; and as he pafled the (hip, gave

orders to fend another boat for the fame purpofe. Five out of fix they took, and

brought along-fide ; but the firft, which aded the fineffe fo well, got clear off. When
they got on board with their prizes, he learnt that the people, who had deceived him,

ufed no endeavours to lay hold of the ftiip on the fide they were upon, but let their

canoe drop paft, as if they meant to come under the ftern, or on the other fide ; and

that the moment they were paft, they paddled oft' with all fpeed. Thus the canoe,

in which were only a few women, was to have amufed them with falfe ftories, as they

aftually did, while the others, ui which were moft of the effefts, got off.

In one of the canoes they had taken, was a chief, a friend of Mr. Forfter's, who
had hitherto called himfelf an earee, and would have been much offended if any one

had called his title in queftion ; alfo three women, his wife and daughter, and the

mother of the late Toutaha. Thefe, together with the canoes, the captain refolved

to detain, and to fend the chief to Otoo, thinking he would have weight

enough with hira to obtain the return of the mufquet, as his own property was
at ftake.

9 In
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In the (lufk of the evening it was brought to the tents, together with fome other

things they liad loft, which they knew nothing of, by three men who had purfued the

thief, and taken them from him. The captain knew not if they took this trouble of

their own accord, or by order of Otoo. He rewarded them, and made no farther

inquiry about it.

When the mufquet and other things were brought in, every one then prefcnt, or

who came after, pretended to have had fome hand in recovering them, and claimed a

reward accordingly. But there was no one adcd this farce fo well as Nunc, a man of

fome note, and well known to the captain when he was here in 1769. This man came,
with all the favage fury imaginable in his countenance, and a large club in his hand,

with which he beat about him, in order to fliew hew he alone had killed the thief;

when, at the fame time, they all knew he had not been out of his houfe the whole time.

Things were now once more reftored to their former ftate ; and Otoo promifed

on his part, that, the next day, they Ihould be fupplied with fruit, &c. as ufual.

They then returned with him to his proper refidence at Oparree, and there took a

view of Ibme of his dock-yards (for fuch they well deferved to be called) and large

canoes ; fome lately built and others building ; two of which were the largeft they had
ever fccn in this fea ; or indeed any where elfe, under that name. They now returned

to the fliip.

Otoo defirlng to fee fome of the great guns fire from the (hip, the captain ordered
twelve to be fliotted and fired toward the fea. As he had never feen a cannon fired

before, the light gave him as much pain as pleafure. In the evening, they entertained

him with fire-works, which gave him great fatisfaction. Thus ended all their

differences.

As the moft effential repairs of the fhip were nearly finifhed, it was refolved to leave

Otaheite in a few days ; the captain accordingly ordered every thing to be got off from
the fhore, that the natives might fee they were about to depart.

On the 1 2th, old Oberea, the woman who, when the Dolphin was here in 1767,
was thought to be Queen of the ifland, and whom they had not feen fince 1769, paid

them a vifit, and brought a prefent of hogs and fruit. Soon after, came Otoo with great

retinue, and a large quantity of provifions. The captain was pretty liberal in his

returns, thinking it might be the laft time he fhould fee thefe good people, who had
fo liberally relieved their wants ; and, in the evening, entertained them with fire-

works.

On the 14th they faw a number of war canoes coming round the point of Oparree.
Being defirous of having a nearer view of them, accompanied by many officers and
gentlemen, they haftened down to Oparree, which they reached before all the canoes
were landed, and had an opportunity of feeing in what manner they approached the

fhore. When they got before the place where they intended to land, they formed
themfelvcs into divifions, confifting ot three or four, or perhaps more, laflied fquare

and clofe along-fide of each other ; and then each divifion, one after the other, paddled
in tor the fliore with all their might, and conduced in fo judicious a manner that they

formed, and clofed a line, along the Ihorc, to an inch. 'J'he rowers were encouraged
to exert their (Ircngth by their leaders on the Rages, and directed by a man who Itood

with a wand in his hand in the fore-part of the middlemoft veffi-l. This man, by
words and actions, din-ded the paddlers when all fliould paddle, when eithir the one
fide or the other (liould ceafe, &c. for the fteering paddles alone were not fufficient to

direft them. All thefe motions were obferved with fuch quicknefs as clearly fliewed

them to be expert in their bufinefs. Otoo, who was prefent, caufed fome of thc'ir

4 I 2 troops
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troops to go through their exercife on fliorc. Two parties firfl began with clubs, but

this was over ahiioft as foon as begun ; fo that tliey had no time to make obfcrvations.

They then went to fingle combat, and exhibited the various methods of fighting with

great alertnefs
;
parrying oft" the blows and puflies, wliich each combatant aimed at

the other, with great dexterity. Their arms were clubs and fpears ; the latter they alfo

ufe as darts. In fighting with the club, all blows intended to be given the legs, were
evaded by leaping over it ; and thofe intended for the head, by couching a little, and
leaping on one fide ; thus the blow would fall to the ground.

Their treatment at this ifle was fuch as had induced one of the gunner's mates ta

form a plan to remain at it. He knew he could not execute it with i'uccefs while they

lay in the bay, therefore took the opportunity, as foon a." they were out, the boats in,

and fails fet, to flip overboard, being a good fwimmer. But he was difcovorcd before

he got clear of the fhip ; and they prefently hoilted a boat out, and took him up. A
canoe was obferved, about half-way between the boat and the fliore, feemingly coming

after them. She was intended to take him up ; but as foon as the people in her faw

the boat, they kept at a diftance. This was a pre-concerted phui between the man and

them, which Otoo was acquainted with, and had encouraged. He was an Irilhman by
birth, and had failed in the Dutch fervice. The captain picked him up at Batavia on

his return from his former voyage, and he had been with him ever fince. He never

learnt that he had either friends or connexions, to confine him to any particular part of

the world. All nations were alike to him. Where then could fuch a man be more
happy than at one of thefe illes .'' 'Where, in one of the fineft climates in the world,

he could enjoy not only the neceffarics, but the luxuries of life, in eafe and plenty.

The two goats which Captain Furneaux gave to 0;oo when ihcy were laft here,

feemed to promife fair for anfwering the end for which they were put on fhore. I'he

ewe foon after had two female kids, which were now fo far grown as to be nearly ready

to propagate ; and the old ewe was again with kid. The people feemed to be very fond

of them, and they to like their fituation as well ; for they were in excellent condition.

From this circumflance it may be hoped that, in a few years, they will have fome to

fpare to their neighbours ; and, by that means, they may in time fpread over all the

iflc'S in this ocean. The (hecp which they left, died foon after, excepting one, which

they undeiflood was yet alive. They have alfo furnifhed them with a ftock of cats ;

no lefs than twenty having been given away at this ifle.

At one o'clock in the afternoon on the 15th of May, they anchored in the north,

entrance of O'Wharre Harbour, in the ifland of Huaheine ; hoilled out the boats,

warped into a proper birth, and moored.

Oree, the chief, brought a hog and other articles to the captain, who, in return, in-

vited him and his friends to dinner. Next day Mr. Fofter and his party being out in

the country botanizing, his fervant, a feeble man, was befet by five or fix fellows, who
would have ftripped him, if, that moment, one of the party had not come to his afiift-

ance ; after which they made of with a hatchet they had got from him.

On the 17th, the Captain went afhore to lock for the chief, in order to complain of

the outrage committed as above ; but he was not in the neighbourhood. Being afhore

in the afternoon, a perfon came and told him Oree wanted to foe him. He went with

the man, and was conduQied to a large houfe, where the chief and feveral other per-

fons of note were aflembled in council, as well as he could underftand. After he was

feated, the chief began to affure him, that neither he, nor any oae prcfent, (v.'hicli

were the principal chiefs in the neighbourhood) had any hand in it ; and defired him
to kill with the guns, all thofe who had. The captain knew fair means would never

8 make
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make them deliver them up ; and he hud no intention to try others. So the affair

dropped, and the council broke up.

In the evening, fome of the gentlemen went to a dramatic entertainment. The piece

reprefentcd a girl as running away with them from Otaheite ; whicli was in fome de-

gree true ; as a young woman had taken a palfage with them down to Ulietea, and
happened now to be prefent at the reprefentation of hex* own adventures ; which had
fuch an eil'cQ. upon her, that it was with great difficulty the gentlemen could prevail

upon her to fee tlic play out, or to refrain from tears while it was acting.

Some of the petty officers, wiio had leave to go into the country for their amufe-

ment, took two of the natives with them to be their guides, and to carry their bags,

containing nails, hatch.ets, <?cc. the current cafli they traded with here ; which the

fellows made off with in the following artful manner. The gentlemen had with them
two mufquets for fliooting birds. After a fliower of rain, their guides pointed out

fome for them to (hoot. One of the mufquets having miffed fire feveral times, and
the other having gone off, the inftant the fellows faw themfelves fecure from both,

they ran away, leaving the gentlemen gazing after them wiih fo much furprize, that

no one had prefence ot mind to purfue them.

The 23d, wind caflerly, as it had been ever fince they left Otahcltc. Early in the

morning they unmoored, and at eight weighed and put to lea. Orec, the chief, was

the lad man who went out of the fliip. At parting, the captain told him they fhould

fee each other no more, at which he wept, and faid, " Let your ions come, we will

treat them well.". Oree is a good man in the utmoff fenfe of the word ; but many
of the people are far from being of that difpcfuion, and feem to take advantage of his

old age.

During their ffay here they got bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts in abundance, but not

hogs enough ; and yet it did not appear that they were fcarce in the ifle. It muff,

however, be allowed, that the number they took away, when lad there, mull have

thinned them greatly, and at the fame time, flocked the ille with our articles. Bcfides,

they now wanted a proper affortment of trade, what they had being nearly exhaufted,

and the few remaining red feathers being here but of little value, when compared to

the eftimation they (land in at Oiaheite. This obliged the captain to fet the fmiths to

work to make different forts of iron tools, nails, &c. in order to enable them to pro-

cure refrefhments at the other ifles, and to fupport their credit and influence among
the natives.

As foon as they were clear of the harbour, they made fail, and flood over for the

fouth end of Ulicta, where they dropped anchor the next day.

On the 25th, a party went on ffiore to pay the chief a vifit, and make the cuflomary

prefent. At their hrft entering his houfe, they were met by four or five old women,
weeping and lamenting, as it were, moll bitterlv, and at the fame li'ue cutting their

heads with inltruments made of fharks teeth, till the blood ran plentifully down their

faces and on their fhoulders. What was Hill worlV, they were obliged to fubmit to

the embraces of thefe old hags, and by that means were all befmeaied with blood.

This ceremony (for it was merely fuch) being over, they went out, wafhed themfelves,

and immediately alter appeared as cheerful as any of the company. The captain made

his prefenis, and after fome little flay, returned on board.

On the 27th they were entertained with a play, called MiJiJij Hirraniy, which

fignilies, " the child is coming." It concluded with the reprefentation of a wonuui in

labour, a<5lcd by a fet of great brawny fellows, one of v. horn at lall brougiit forth a

{trapping boy, about fix feet high, who ran about the Itagc, dragging after him a large

wi.'p
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wifp of Araw, which hung by a filing from his middle. They had an opportunity of

feeing this acted another time, when it was obfervcd, that the moment they had got hold

of the fellow who rcprcfented the child, they flatted or preiTed his nofe. From this

they judged, that they do fo by their children when born, which may be the reafon

why all in general have flat nofcs. This part of the play, from its newnefs, and the

ludicrous manner in which it was performed, gave them, the firft time time they faw

it, fomc entertainment, and caufed a loud laugh, whicli might be the reaibn why they

afted it fo often afterwards. But this, like all their other pieces, could entertain them

no more than once.

Sunday the 29th, they found feveral articles had been (lolen out of the boats which

lay near the fhip ; and the chief not only knew they were flolen, but by whom,

and where they were ; and he went immediately with the captain in his boat, in purfuit

of them. After proceeding a good way along fliore, the chief ordered them to land

near fome houfes, where they did not wait long before all the articles were brought to

them, except the pinnace's iron tiller, which he was told was flill farther ofl"j this was

never recovered.

On the 30th, one of the chiefs made the captain a prefent of two pigs ; he invited

the donor to dinner, and ordered one of the pigs to be killed and drefled, and attended

himfelf to the firft part of the operation, which was as follows : They ftrangled the

hog, which was done by three men ; the hog being placed on his back, two ot them

laid a pretty ftrong ftick acrofs his throat, and prefled with all their weight on each

end ; the third man held his hind legs, kept him on his back, and plugged up his

fundament with grafs, to prevent any air from pafling or repafling that way. In this

manner they held him for about ten minntes before he was quite dead. The hog

weighed about fifty pounds. It was baked in their ufual manner. Some parts about

the ribs were thought overdone, but the more flcfliy parts were excellent ; and the

Ikin, which by the European way of dreffing can hardly be eaten, had, by this method,

an excellent flavour.

The people knowing that they fhould fail foon, began on the 31ft to bring on board

fruit more than ufual. Amongfl thofe who came was a young man who meafured fix

feet four inches and fix-tenths ; and his fifter, younger than him, meafured five feet

t-en inches and a half. A briflv trade for hogs and fruit continued till the 3d of June.

The captain fixed on the next day, June 4th, for failing, when Oreo, the chief, and

his whole family, came on board, to take their laft farewel, accompanied by Oo-oo-rou,

the earee de Hi, and Boba the earee of Otaha, and feveral of their friends. None
came empty -, but Oo-oo-rou brought a pretty large prefent, this being his firft and

only vifit. The captain diftributed amongft them almoft every thing he had left. The
very hofpitable manner in which he had ever been received by thefe people, had

endeared them to him, and given them a juft title to every thing in his power to

grant.

Oree preflfed him to return ; when the captain declined making any promifes on
that head, he aflied the name of his moral (burying-place). As ftrange a queftion as

this was, he hefitated not a moment to tell him Stepney: the parifli in which he lived when
in London. He was requefted to repeat it feveral times over till they could pronounce

it ; then, " Stepney marai no toote" was echoed through an hundred mouths at once.

What greater proof could they have of thefe people efteeming them as friends, than

their wifhing to remember them even beyond the period of their hves ? They had

been repeatedly told that they fhould fee them no more j they then wanted to know
where they were to mingle with their parent duft.

As
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As they could not promife, or even fuppofe, that more Englifli fhi'ps would be fent

to thofe ifles, their faithful companion Oedidce chofe to remain in his native country.

But he left the (liip wiih a regret fully demonftrative of the efteem he had for them.

Indeed, he would have been a better fpecimen of the nation, in every refpecl, than

Omai. Jufl as Oedidee was going out of the fhip, he alked the captain to tatou fome

parou for him, in order to fliew the commanders of other fhips which might flop here.

He complied with his requcll, gave him a certificate of the time he had been with them,

and recommended him to the notice of thofe who might touch at the ifland after

them.

They did not get clear of their friends till eleven o'clock, when they weighed and

put to fea ; but Oedidee did not leave them till they were almofl out of the harbour.

He flaid, in order to fire fome guns ; for it being His Majefly's birth-day, they fired the

falute at going away.

Nature is exceedingly kind to thefe iflands. The natives, copying the bounty of

nature, are equally liberal, contributing plentifully and cheerfully to the wants of

navigators. During their ftay they had plenty of pork and variety of fruit. All thefe

articles were got in exchange for axes, hatchets, nails, chiflels, cloth, red feathers,

beads, knives, fciflars, looking-glafles, &c. articles which will ever be valuable here.

Shirts are a very capital article in making prefents, efpecially with thofe who have any

connection with the fair fex. A fhirt here is full as neceffary as a piece of gold ia

England. The ladies at Otaheite, after they had pretty well dripped their lovers of

fhirts, found a method of clothing themfelves with their own cloth. It was their

cuftom to go on fliore every morning, and to return on board in the evening, generally

clad in rags. This furnifhed a pretence to importune the lover for better clothes ; and

when he had no more of his own, he was to drefs them in new cloth of the country,

which they always left afhore ; and appearing again in rags, they muft again be clothed.

So that the fame fuit might pafs through twenty different hands, and be as often fold,

bought, and given away.

On the 6th, being the day after leaving Ulietea, they faw Howe Ifland, difcovered by

Captain Wallis. The inhabitants of Ulietea fpeak of an uninhabited ifland, about this

fituation, called by them Mopcha, to which they go at certain feafons for turtle j

perhaps this may be the fame.

On the 16th, juft after fun-rife, land was feen from the top-mafl head, bearing

north-north-eafl. They immediately altered their courfe, and fleering for it, found it

to be another ifland, compofed of five or fix woody iflots, connected together by fand-

banks and breakers, inclofing a lake, into which they could fee no entrance. The
captain looked upon it as a new difcovery, and named it Palmerllon Ifland, in honour

of Lord Palmerflon, one of the lords of the Admiralty.

At four o'clock in the afternoon they left this ifle, and refumed their courfe to the

wefl by fouth with a fine fteady gale eaftcrly.

On the 20th, they faw land ; and as they drew nearer, found it to be an ifland of

confiderable extent. Perceiving fome people on the fhore, and landing foeming to be

cafy, they brought to, and hoilled out two boats, with which they put off to the land

accompanied by fome of the oflicers and gentlemen.

Friendly figns were made to them, which they anfwered by menaces. All endeavours

to bring them to a parley, were to no purpofe ; for they came with the ferocity ot wild

boars, and threw their darts. Two or three mufqucts, difcharged in the air, did not

hinder one of them from advancing Hill farther, and throwing another dart, or rather

a fpear, which paiTed dofe over the captain's fhouldcr. His courage would have cofl

hiiu
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him his life, had not the captain's mufquet miffed fire ; for he was not five paces from

him wlicn he threw his fpoar, and had refolvcd to (lioot him to fave himfclf. He was

glad afterwards that it happened as it did.

The conducl and afpect of thefe iflanders, occafioned the captain naming it Savages'

Idand. They fcemed to be flout well-made men, were naked, except round the wairts,

and fome of them had their faces, breaft, and thighs, painted black.

On the i6th of June, they arrived off the coall of Rotterdam. Before they had well

got to anchor, the natives came off from all parts in canoes, bringing with them yams

and fliaddocks, which they exchanged for fmall nails and old rags. One man taking a

vail liking to their lead and line, got hold of it, and, in fpite of all the threats they could

make ufe of, cut the line with a ftone •, but a difcharge of fmall ffiot made him return it.

Early in the morning, the captain went afliore, with Mr.Gilbert, to look for frefli water,

and were received with great courtefy by the natives. After they had dillributed fome

preft-nts among them, he afked for water ; and was conducted to a pond of it that was

brackifli, about three-fourths of a mile from the landing-place ; which he fuppofed to

be the fame that Tafman watered at. In the mean time, the people in the boat had

laden her with fruit and roots, which the natives had brought down, and exchanged

for nails and beads. In the afternoon fome of the officers landed, where they found

the furgeon, who had been robbed of his gun, by a fellow who had ran off with it, and

they would have ftripped him, as he imagined, had he not prefented a tooth-pick cafe,

which they, no doubt, thought was a little gun. As foon as the captain heard of this,

he went to the place where the robbery was committed, but took no fteps to recover it

;

in this he acknowledges he was wrong. The eafy manner of obtaining this gun, which

thev, no doubt, thought fecure in their poffeffion, encouraged them to proceed in thefe

tricks.

Early in the morning of the 28th, liieutenant Gierke, with the mafter, and fourteen

or fifteen men, went on fliore in the launch for water. The capcain did intend to

have followed in another boat himfelf, but ralhcr'unluckily deferred it till after breakfafl:.

The launch was no fooner landed than the natives gathered about her, behaving in

fo rude a manner, that the officers were in fome doubt if they fliould land the calks

;

but they ventured, and, with difficulty, got them filled, and into the boat again. In

the doing of this, Mr. Gierke's gun was fiiatched from him, and carried off; as were

alfo fome of the cooper's tools, and feveral of the people were ftripped of one thing or

another. All this was done, as it were, by ftealth ; for they laid hold of nothing by

main force. The captain landed jufl: as the launch was ready to put off, and the

natives, who were pretty numerous on the beach, as foon as they faw hi'm, fled ; fo

that he fufpc£ted fomething had happened. However, he prevailed on many to ftay,

and Mr. Gierke came, and informed him of all the preceding circumftances. He
quickly came to a refolution to oblige them to make reftitution ; and tor this purpofe,

ordered all the marines to be armed, and fent on fliore. Mr. Forfter and his party

being gone into the country bot^mifing, he ordered two or three guns to be fired from

the fhip, in order to alarm him, not knowing how the natives might a£t on this occafion.

He then fent all the boats off but one, with which he ftaid, having a good many of the

natives about him, who behaved with their ufual courtefy. He made them fo fenfible

of his intention, that long before the marines came, Mr. Gierke's mufquet was brought

;

but they ufed many excufes to divert him from infifting on the other. At length

Mr. Edgecumb arriving, with the marines, this alarmed them fo much, that fome fled.

The firft ftcp the captain took was to fcize on two large double failing canoes which

were in the cove. One fellow making refiflance, he fired fome fmall Ihot at him, and
fent
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fent him limping off. The natives being now convinced that he was in carnefl:, iall

lied ; but on calling to them, many returned ; and prelently after, the other mufquet

was brought, and laid down at his feet. That moment he ordered the canoes to be

reflored, to Ihew them on what account they were detained.

On returning to go on board, he found a good many people collefted together,

from whom they undcrftood that the man he had fired at was dead. This Ho-y

he treated as improbable, and addreffed a man, who reeined of fome confeqiiciice, tor

the reftitution of a cooper's adze they had loll in the morning. He immediately fent

away two men, as he thought, for it ; but he foon found they had greatly miftaken

each other ; for inftead of the adze, they brought the wounded man, itretched out on

a board, and laid him down by him, to all appearance dead. He was much moved at the

fight ; but foon Huv his miftakc, and that he was only wounded in the hand and thigh.

He therefore defired he might be carried out of the fun, and fent for the furgeon to

drefs his wounds. In the mean time, he addrefled feveral people for the adze, for he

was determined to have it. The one he applied moil to, was an elderly woman, who
had always a great deal to fay to him from his firil landing ; but on this occafion flie

gave her tongue full fcope. The captain underftood but little of her eloquence ; all

he could gather from her arguments was, that it was mean in him to infill on th^ return

of fo trifling a thing. But when fhe found he was determined, fhe and three or four

more women went away ; and foon after the adze was brought to him, but he faw her

no more. This he was forry for, as he wiflied to make her a prcfcnt, in return for the

part (he had taken in all their tranfadions, private as well as public ; for he no fooner

returned from the pond, the firft time he landed, than this old lady prefented to him a

girl, giving him to underfland fhe was at his fervice. Mils, who probably had received

her inflrudions, wanted, as a preliminary article, a fpike-nail, or a ihirt, neither of

which he had to give her, and foon made them fenfible of his poverty. He thought, by

that means, to have come off with flying colours ; but he was miftaken ; for they

gave him to underftand he might retire with her on credit. On declining this pro-

pofal, the old lady began to argue with him, and then abufe him. Though he com-

prehended little of what fhe faid, her aftions were expreffive enough, and Ihewed that

her words were to this effect, fneering in his face, faying, what fort of a man are you,

thus to refufe the embraces of fo fine a young woman ? For the girl certainly did not

want beauty.

As foon as the furgeon got afhore, he dreffed the man's wounds, and bled him ; and

was of opinion that he was in no fort of danger, as the fhot had done little more

than penetrate the fkin.

On the 28th they prepared ever)' thing in readinefs to fail.

On the 30th they faw the fummit of Amattafoa, but not clear enough to determine

with certainty whether there was a volcano or no ; but every thing they could fee

concurred to make them believe there was.

Anamocka, or Rotterdam, the ifland they had jufl left, was firft difcovered by

Tafmaii, and by him named Rotterdam. It is of a triangular form., each fide is about

three and a half or four miles. Round it lie fcattered a number of fmall ifles, fand-

banks, and breakers. They could fee no end to their extent to the north ; and it is

not inipoffible that they reach as far fouth as Amfterdam, or Tongatabu. Thefe,

together with Middleburg or Eaoowee, and Pylftart, make a group, containing about

three degrees of latitude and two of longitude, which Captain Cook named

the Friendly Ifles or Archipelago, as a firm alliance and fricndfliip feem to fubfifl

VOL. XI. 4 ii. among
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among the inhabitants, and their courteous behaviour to ftrangcrs intitles them to that

appellation.

The inhabitants, productions, &c. of Rotterdam, and the neighbouring ifles, are

the fame as at Amfterdam. There is, however, far more wafle-land on this ifle, in

proportion to its fize, than upon the other, and the people fcem to be much poorer
;

that is, in cloth, matting, ornaments, &c. which conititute a great part of the riches of

the South Sea iflanders.

They did not diftinguifli any king, or leading chief, or any perfon who took upon
him the appearance of fupreme authority.

As the captain intended to get to the fouth, in order to explore the land which might

lie there, they continued to ply between the ifle of Lepers and Aurora ; and on the

1 9th at noon, the lafl; mentioned ifle bore South, diflaiit twenty miles.

At day-break on the 2 1 ft, they found themfelvcs before the channel that divides

Whitfuntide Ifland from the South Land,* which is above two leagues over. Having

fent two armed boats to found, and look for anchorage, on their making the fignal for

the latter, they failed in, and anchored in eleven fathoms water.

Next morning early a good many of the natives came round them, fome in canoes,

and others fv\imming. The captain foon prevailed on one to come on board ; which
he no fooncr did, than he was followed by more than he defired ; fo that not only the

deck, but rigging, was prefently filled with them. lie took four into the cabin and
gave them various articles, which they fliewed to thofe in the canoes, and feemcd
much pleafed with their reception. While he was thus making friends with thofe in

the cabin, an accident happened that threw all into confufion, but in the end proved

advantacreous. A fellovv' in a canoe havinsr been refufed admittance into one of the

boats that lay along-afide, bent his bow to Ihoot a poifoned arrow at the boat-keeper.

Some of his countrymen prevented his doing it that inftant, and gave time to acquaint

the captain with it. He ran inflantly on deck, and faw another man Ilruggling with

him ; one of thofe who had been in the cabin, and had leaped out of the window for

this purpofe. The other feemed refolved, fhook him off, and diredled his bow again

to the boat-keeper ; but, on the captain calling to him, pointed it at him. Having a
mufquet in his hand loaded with fniall fhot, he gave him the contents. This Itaggered

him for a moment, but did not prevent him from holding his bow ftill in the attitude

of fliooting. Another difcharge of the fame nature made him drop it, and the others,

who were in the canoe, to paddle oS' with all fpeed. At this time, fome began
to (hoot arrows on the other fide. A mufquet difcharged in the air had no effed: ;

but a four-pound fhot over their heads, fent them off in the utmofl confufion. Many
quitted their canoes and fwam on fhore : thofe in the great cabin leaped out of the

windows ; and thofe who were on the deck, and on different parts of the rigging, all

leaped overboard. After this they took no further notice of them, but fuffered thena

to come off and pick up their canoes ; and fome even ventured again alongfide the fhip.

Thefe people fet no value on nails, or any fort of iron tools ; nor indeed on any
thing they had. They would now and then exchange an arrow for a piece of cloth j

but very feldom would part with a bow.
Being iinwilling to lofe the benefit of the moon-light nights, which now happened,

at fevcn A. M. on the 23d of July, they weighed, and proceeded out of the harbour.
When the natives faw them under fail, they came off in their canoes, making ex-

changes with more confidence than before, and giving fuch extraordinary proofs of
their honefty as furprized them. As the fhip, at firft, had frefli way through the water,

I fcveral
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feveral of them dropped aflern after they had received goods, and before they had
time to deliver theirs in return, luftcad of taking advantage of this, they ufed their

utmoft efforts to get up with them, and to deliver what they had already been paid

for. One man, in particular, followed them a confiderable time, and did not reach
them till it was calm, and the thing was forgotten. As foon as he came alongfide,

he held up the thing which feveral were ready to buy ; but he refufed to part with it,

till he faw the perfon to whom he had before fold it, and to him he gave it. The per-

fon, not knowing him again, offered him fomeihing in return ; which he refufed, and
fliewcd him what he had given him before. Pieces of cloth, and marble paper, were
in mofl efteem with them ; but edge-tools, nails, and beads they feemed to difregard.

By this time they might be fatisficd they meant them no harm ; fo that had they

made a longer ftay, they might foon have been upon good terms with this ape-like

nation. For, in general, they were the mofl ugly, ill-proportioned people they ever

faw, and in every rcfpeft different from any they had met with in this fea. They are

a very dark-coloured and rather diminutive race, with long heads, flat faces, and
monkey countenances. Their hair moftly black or brown, is fliort and curly ; but

not quite fo foft and woolly as that of a negroe. Their beards are very flrong, crifp,

and bufliy, and generally black and fhort. But what mofl adds to their deformity, is

a belt or cord which they wear round the waift, and tie fo tight over the belly, that

the fhape of their bodies is not unlike that of an over-grown pifmire. The men go
<^uite naked, except a piece of cloth or leaf ufed as a wrapper.

They faw but few women, and they were not lefs ugly than the men ; their heads,

faces, and fhoulders are painted red ; they wear a kind of petticoat ; and fome of

them had fomething over their fhoulders like a bag, in which they carry their children.

None of them came off to the (hip, and they generally kept at a diltancc when the

fhip's people were on (hore. Their ornaments are ear-rings made of tortoife-fliell,

and bracelets. A curious one of the latter, four or five inches broad, wrought with

thread or cord, and fludded with fliells, is worn by them jufl above the elbow. Round
the right wrift they wear hogs tufks, bent circular, and rings made of fliells ; and
round their left a round piece of wood, which they judged was to ward off the bow-
ftring. The bridge of the nofe is pierced, in which they wear a piece of white flone,

about an inch and a half long, formed like a bow. As figns of f'riendfhip they pre-

fent a green branch, and fprinkle water with the hand over the head.

Their weapons are clubs, fpears, and bows and arrows. The two former are made
of hard or iron-wood. Their bows are about four feet long, made of a ftick fplit

down the middle, and are not circular, but bent more at one end than the other. I'he

arrows, which are a fort of reeds, are fometimcs armed with a long fliarp point, made of

hard wood, and fometimes with a very hard point made of bone ; and thefe points are

all covered with a fubflance which they took for poifon. Indeed the people themfclves

confirmed their fufpicions, by making figns to them not to touch the point, and giving

them to underfland, that if they were pricked by them they would die. They are

very careful of them, and keep them always wrapped up in a quiver. Some of thefe

arrows are armed with two or three points, eacli with fmall prickles on the edges, to

prevent the arrows being drawn out of the wound.
The people of Mallicollo feemed to be a quite different nation from any they had yet

met with, and fpeak a diflcrent language. Of about eighty words, which Mr. Forller

coUeded, hardly one bears any affinity to the language fpoken at any other illand or

place they had ever been at. The letter R is ufed in many of their words ; and fre-

quently two or three being joined together, fuch words were found dillicult to pro-

4 K. 2 nounce.
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no"nce. The captain obferved that th(7 could pronounce mofl of the EngUfli worJi-

wiih great cafe. They exprofs their admiration by hiding like a goofo.

To judge of the country by the little they faw of it, it tnuft be fertile; but their

fruits are not fo good as thofe of the Society or Friendly Ifles. They lett them a dog

and a bitch ; and there is no doubt they will be taken care of, as they were very fond

of them.

After they had got to fea, they tried what elfotfl one of the poifoned arrows would

have on a dog. Indeed they had tried it in the harbour the very Hrfl night, but

they thought the operation had been too flight, as it hud no effect. Tiic furgeon nuw
made a deep incifion in the dog's thigh, i-ito which he laid a large portion of the poi-

fon, jult as it was fcraped from the arrows, and then bound up the wound with a

bandage. For feveral days after they thought the dog was not fo well as he hud been

before ; but whether this was really fo, or only fuggelled by imagination, is uncertain.

He was afterwards as if nothing had been done to him, and lived to be brought home
to England, However, there is no doubt of this fluff being of a poifonous quality,

as it could anfwer no other purpofe. 'Ihe people feemed not unacquainted with the

nature of poifon ; for when they brought them water on fhore, they firlt taRed it, and

then gave them to underftand they might with fafety drink it.

This harbour, which is fituated on the north-eaft fide of Mallicollo, the captain

named Port Sandwich ; and it is fo flieltered that no winds can difturb a fliip at anchor

there. Another great advantage is, you can lie fo near the fhore, as to cover your

people, who may be at work upon it.

Soon after they got to fea, they flood over for Ambrym. On the 24th they reached

an ifland near Apee, about four leagues in circuit ; it is remarkable by having three

high peaked hills upon it, by which it has obtained that name. They now fleered to

the eafl ; and having weathered Thrcehills, flood for a groupe of fmall illes which lie

off the fouth-eaft point of Apee. Thefe were called Shepherd's Ifles, in honour of

Dr. Shepherd, Plumian Profeffor of Allronomy at Cambridge.

The night before they came out of Port Sandwich, two reddifh fifli, about the fize

of a large bream, and not unlike them, were caught with hook and line. On thefe

fifh mofl of the officers, and fome of the petty-officers, dined the next day. The
night following, every one who had eaten of them was feized with violent pains in

the head and bones, attended with a fcorching heat all over the fkin, and numbnefs
in the joints. There remained no doubt that this was occafioned by the fifh being of

a poifonous nature, and having communicated its bad efffds to all who partook of

of them ; even to the hogs and dogs. One of the former died about fixteen hours

after ; it was not long before one of the latter fhared the fame fate ; and it was a week
or ten days before all the gentlemen recovered. Thf.fe mufl have been the fame fort

of fifh mentioned by Ouiros, under the name of Pargos, which poifoned the crews

of his fhips, fo that it was fome time before they i-ecovered ; and they would doubtlefs

have been in the fame Situation, had more of them been eaten.

Continuing their courfe to the fouth, at five P. M. drew near the fouthern lands,

which they found to confifl of one large ifland, whofe fouthern and weflern extremities

extended beyond their fight, and three or four fmaller ones lying off its north fide.

The two northernmofl are much the largeft, have a good height, and lie in the
diredion of eafl-by-fouth, and wefl-by-north from each other, diflant two leagues.

They named the one Montague, and the other Hinchinbrook, and the large ifland

Sandwich.

As
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As they palTed Hinchinbrcok Ifle, fevcral people came down to the fea-fide, and by
figns feeined to invite them athore. Some were alfo feen on Sandwich Ifland, which
exhibited a mofl: delightful profpedl, being fpotted wirh woods and lawns, agreeably

diverfified over the whole furface. It hath a gentle flope from the hills, which are of
a moderate height, down to the fea-coafl:. This is low, and guarded by a chain of
breakers, fo that there is no approaching it at this part.

On the 3d of Augufl, they found themfelves abrcafl a lofty promontory ; and on
the 4th, at day-break, the captain went with two boats to examine the coaft, to look
for a proper landing-place, wood and water. At this time the natives began to

airemble on the fhore, and by fipns invited them to land. The captain went firfl to

a fmall beuch, which is towards the head, where he found no good landing. Some of
the natives who were there, offered to haul the boats over the breakers to the fandy

beach, which was thought a friendly offer, but they had reaibn afterwards to alter

their opinion. When they found they would not do as they defired, they made figns

for them to go down into a bay, which they accordingly did, and they ran along
fliore abreafl of them, their number increafingly prodigioufly. They put in to the

fhore in two or three places, but not liking the fituation, did not land. By this time

the natives conceived what they wanted, as they diredted the boat round a rocky point,

where, on a fine fandy beach, the captain ftepped out of the boat without wetting a

foot, in the face of a vaft multitude, with only a green branch in his hand. He took
but one man out of the boat with him, and ordered the other boat to lie-to a little

diflance off". They received him with great courtefy and politenefs ; and would retire

back from the boat on his making the leaft motion with his hand. A man, whom he
took to be a chief, feeing this, made them form a femicircle round the boat's bow, and
beat fuch as attempted to break through this order. This man he loaded with prefents,

giving likowife to others, and afked by figns for frelh water, in hopes of feeing where
they got it. The chief immediately fent a man for fome, who ran to a houfe, and pre-

fently returned with a little in a bamboo; fo that he gained but little information by this.

He next afked, by the fame means, for ibmething to eat ; and they as readily brought him
a yam and fome cocoa nuts. In fhort, he was charmed with their behaviour; and the

only thing which could give the leaft fufpicion was, that moft of them were armed
with clubs, fpears, darts, bows, and arrows. For this rcafon the captain kept his eye
continually upon the chief, and watched his looks as well as his aciions. He made
many figns to haul the boat upon the fhore, and at laft flipped into ihc crowd, where
he oblerved him fpcak to feveral people, and then return, repeating figns to haul the

boat up, and hefitating a good deal before he would receive fome fpike-nails which
were then offered him. This made him fufpert fomething was intended, and imme-
diately ho ftepped into the boat, telling them by figns that he fhould foon return. But
they were not for parting fo foon, and now attempted by force, what they could not

obtain by gentler means. The gang-board happened unluckily to be laid out for the

captain to come into the boat. Unluckily, for if it had not been out, and if the crew
had been a little quicker in getting the boat off, the natives might not have had time

to put their defign in execution, nor would the f"olK)wing difitgreeablc fcene have hap-

pened. As they were putting off the boat, they laid hold of the gang-board, and
unhooked it off the boat's ftern ; but as they did not take it away, it was thought this

had been done by accident, and he ordered the boat in again to take it up. 'i'hcn

the natives hooked it over the boat's ftern, and attemi)tt'd to haul her aflioro ; others,

at the fame time, fnatchcd the oars out of the people's hands. On pointing a inufket

at them, they in fome meafure defiftcd, but returned in an inftant, fccniiiigly deter-

S mined
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mined to haul the boat afliorc. At the head of this party was the chief; the others,

who could not come at the boat, flood behind with darts, flones, and bows and arrows

in hand, ready to fupport them. Signs and threats having no efle£>,^ their own fafety

became the only confideration ; and yet the captain was unwilling to fire on the mul-

titude, and rcfolved to make the chief alone fall a vidim to his own treachery ; but

his mufquet at this critical moment mifled fire. Whatever idea they might have

formed of their arms, the natives muff now have looked upon them as childifli weapons,

and began to let them fee how much better theirs were, by throwing flones and darts,

and by Ihooting arrows. This made it abfolutely neceffary to give orders to fire.

'I'he firfl: difchargc threw them into confufion ; but a fecond was hardly fufficient to

drive them oil' the beach ; and after all, they continued to throw flones from behind

the trees and buflies, and every now and then to pop out and throw a dart. Four lay

to all appearance dead on the fhore ; but two of them afterwards crawled into the

buflies. Happy it was for thefe people, that not half their mufquets would go off,

otherwife many more mufl have fallen. One failor was wounded in the cheek with a

dart, the point of which was as thick as a little finger, and yet it entered above two

inches ; which fhews that it mull have come with great force, though indeed they were

very near them. An arrow flruck Mr. Gilbert's naked bread, who was above thirty

yards off; but probably it had flruck fomething before ; for it hardly penetrated the

fkin. The arrows were pointed with hard wood.

As foon as they got on board, the captain ordered the anchor to be weighed.

While this was doing, feveral people appeared on the low rocky point, difplaying tv/o

oars they had loft in the fcuflle. This was fuppofed a fign of fubmiffion, and of their

wanting to give them the oars. He, neverthelefs, fired a four-pound fhot at them, to

let them fee the cffetl: of their great guns. The ball fell fliort, but frightened them

fo much, that none were fecn afterwards; and they left the oars ftanding up agaiiifl

the buflies. They now flood out to fea.

Thefe iflanders feemed to be a different race fr6m thofe of Mallicollo, and fpoke

a different language. They are of the middle fize, have a good fliapc, and tolerable

features. Their colour is very dark, and they paint their faces, fome with black, and

others with red pigment. Their hair is very curly and crifp, and fomewhat woolly.

They faw a few women, and thought them ugly ; they wore a kind of petticoat made
of palm leaves, or fome plant like it. But the inen, like thofe of Mallicollo, were in

a manner naked ; having only the belt about the waifl:, and the piece of cloth, or leaf,

ufed as a wrapper. They faw no canoes with thefe people, nor were any feen in any

part of this ifland. They live in houfes covered with thatch, and their plantations are

laid out by line, and fenced round.

In the night of the 5th of Augufl they faw a light, which was occafioned by a vol-

cano, which they obferved to throw up vafl; quantities of fire and fmoke, with a

rumbling noife heard at a groat diftance. They now made fail for the ifland whence

it appeared, and prefently after difcovered a fmall inlet which had the appearance of

being a good harbour. The wind left them as foon as they were within the entrance,

and obliged them to drop an anchor in four fathoms water. After this, the boats

were fent to found.

Many of the natives now got together in parties, on feveral parts of the ftiore, all

armed with bows, fpears, &c. Some fwam off to them, others came in- canoes. At
firft: they were fhy, and kept at the diflance of a flone's throw ; they grew infenfibly

bolder, and at lafl came under their flern, and made fome exchanges. The people in

one of the firft canoes, after coming as near as they durft, threw towards them fome

cocoa-
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cocoa-nuts. The captain went into a boat and picked them up, giving them in return

feme cloth and other articles. This induced others to come under the flcrn and along-

fide, where their behaviour was infolent and daring. They wanted to carry off every

thing within their reach ; they got hold of the fly of the cnfign, and would have torn

it from the flaff j others attempted to knock the rings off the rudder ; but the greateft

trouble they gave them was to look after the buoys of their anchors, which were no
fooner thrown out of the boats, or let go from the fhip, than they got hold of them.

A few miifquets fired in the air had no effect ; but a four-pounder frightened them fo

much, that they quitted their canoes that inftant, and took to the water. But as foon

as they found themfelves unhurt, they got again into their canoes, gave them fome
halloos, flouriflicd their weapons, and returned once more to the buoys. 'I'his put

them to the cxpence of a few mufquetoon ball, which had the defired effect.

Although none were fhot, they were afterwards afraid to come near the buoys

;

very foon all retired on fliore, and they were permitted to fit down to dinner undif-

turbed.

Towards the evening, after the fhip was moored, the captain landed at the head of

the harbour, in the fouth-eaft corner, with a ftrong party of men, without any oppo-

fition being made by a great number of the natives who were affemblcd in two parties,

the one on the right, the other on the left, armed with clubs, darts, fpears, flings and
ftones, bows and arrows, &c. After difl:ributing to the old people (for they could

diftinguifli no chief), and fome others, prefents of cloth, medals, &;c. he ordered two

cafl\s to be filled with water out of a pond, about twenty paces behind the landing-

place, giving the natives to underfland that this was one of the articles they wanted.

Befides water, they got from them a few cocoa-nuts, which feemed to be in plenty on
the trees ; but they could not be prevailed upon to part with any of their weapons.

Thefe they held in conftant readinefs, and in the proper attitudes of offence and

defence, fo that little was wanting to make them attack them ; at leaft they thought fo,

by their prefling fo much upon them, and in fpite of their endeavours to keep them
off. Their early re-embarking probably difconcerted their fcheme, and after that they

all retired.

As they wanted to take in a large quantity both of wood and water, and as when
he was on fliore he had found it practicable to lay the fliip much nearer the landing,

place than fhe now was, which would greatly facilitate that work, as well as over-awe

the natives, and enable them better to cover and protect the worldng party on fliore
;

with this view, on the 6th, they endeavoured to tranfport the fliip to the place the

captain defigncd to moor her in. While they were about this, they obferved the

natives affembling from all parts, and forming themfelves into two parties, as they did

the preceding evening, one on each fide the landing-place, to the amount of fome
thoufands, armed as before. A canoe, fometinies concluded by one, and at other

times by two or three men, now and then came off", bringing a few cocoa-nuts or

plantains. The captain made an old man, who feemed well-difpofed, undcrlland, by

figns, that they were to lay afide their weapons, took thofe whicli were in the canoe

and threw them overboard, and made him a prcfent of a large piece of cloth. There

was no doubt that he underfl;ood him, and made his requelt known to his countrymen j

for as foon as he land d, they obferved him go firft to the one party, and then to the

other; nor was he ever after feen with any thing like a weapon in his hand. After

this, three fellows came in a canoe under the ilern, one of them brandifliing a club,

with which he Itruck ihc fiiip's fide, and committed other ads of defiance, but at lalt

offered to exchange it for a firing of beads, and fome other trilles. Thefe were lent

dowa
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down to hlin by a line ; but the moment they were in his poffoflion, he and his com-

panions paddled oil" in all hafte, without giving the club or any thing elfe in return.

This was what the captahi expefted, and indeed what he was not forry for, as he wanted

an opportunity to Ihcw the niultitudo on Ihore the viicQ. of their fire-arms without

niateiially hurting any of them. Having a fowling-piece loaded with Iniall (hot (No, 3.)

he gave the fellow the contents ; and when they were above muquet-rnot off, he

ordered (omc of the nuifquetoons, or wall-pieces, to be fired, which made them leap

out of the canoe, keep under her off-fide, and fwim with her afliore. This tranfadion

feemed to make little or no impreliion on the people there ; on the contrary, they

began to halloo, and to make fport of it.

After mooring the fliip, by four anchors, with her broadfide to the landing-place,

hardly mufquct-fhot off, and placing the artillery in fuch a manner as to command the

whole harbour, he embarked with the marines, and a parly of feamen, in three boats,

and rowed in for the fliore. It hath been already mentioned, that the two divlfions of

the natives were di-awn up on each fide the landing-place. They had left a fpace

between them of about thirty or forty yards, in which were laid, to the mod advantage,

a few fmall bunches of plantains, a yam, and two or three roots. Between thefe and

the water were Ituck upright in the fand, for what purpofe they never could learn,

four fmall reeds, about two feet from each other, in a line at right angles to the fliore,

where they remained for two or three days after. I'iie old man before mentioned,

and two more, flood by thefe things, inviting them by figns to land ; but the former

trap was flill in their memory, which they were fo near being caught in at the lafl

ifland ; and this looked fomething like it. In fhori, every thing confpired to make

them believe they meant to attack them as foon as they fliould be on fhore ; the coa-

fcquence of which was eafily fuppofed : many of them muft have been killed and

wounded, and they fhould hardly have efcaped unhurt ; two things the captain equally

wifhed to prevent. He ordered a mufquet to be fired over the party on the right,

which was by far the ftrongeft body ; but the alarm it gave them was momentary.

Ill an inftant they recovered thcnifelves, and began to difplay their weapons. One
fellow fliewed them his backfidc, in a manner which plainly conveyed his meaning.

After this, he ordered three or four more mufquets to be fired. ThFs was the fignal

for the llilp to fire a few great guns, which prcfently difperfed them ; and then they

landed, and marked out the limits, on the right and left, by a litie. The old man
before mentioned ftood his ground, though defcrted by his two companions, and the

captain rewarded him. The natives came gradually to them, feemingly in a more

friendly manner; fome even without their weapons, but by far the greateft part

brought them ; and when they made figns to lay them down, they gave the Englllh

to underftand that they muit lay down theirs firfl; : thus all parties ftood armed.

They indeed climbed the cocoa-nut trees, and threw down the nuts without requiring

any thing for them ; but the captain took care that they fliould always have fomething

in return. He obferved that many were afraid to touch what belonged to them ; and

they feemed to have no notion of exchanging one thing for another. The captain

took the old man (whofe name was now found to be Paowang) to the woods, and

made him underfland he wanted to cut down fome trees to take on board the fhip

;

cutting down fome at the fame time, which they put into one of the boats, together

with a few fmall cafks of water, with a view of letting the people fee what it was they

chiefly wanted. Paowang very readily gave his conient to cut wood ; nor was there

any one who made the leafl objection. Having landed again, they loaded the launch

with water, and after making three hauls with the feine, caught upwards of three

hundred
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hundred pounds of mullet and other fifli. It was feme time before any of the natives

appeared, and not above twenty or thirty at laft, amongfl whom was their trully friend

Paowang, who made them a prefent of a fmall pig, which was the only one they got

. at this ifle, or that was offered them.

During the night, the volcano, which was about four miles to the weft, vomited

up vaft quantities of fire and fmoke, as it had alfo done the night before ; and the

flames were feen to rife above the hill which lay between them and it. At every

eruption, it made a long rumbling noife like that of thunder, or the blowing up of

large mines. A heavy fhower of rain, which fell at this time, feemed to increafe it

;

and the wind blowing from the fame quarter, the air was loaded with its allies, which
fell fo thick that every thing was covered with the duft. It was a kind of fine fand,

or ftone, ground or burnt to powder, and was exceedingly troublefome to the eyes.

Early in the morning of the 7th, the natives began again to affemble near the

watering-place, armed as ufual, but not in fuch numbers as at firft. After breakfaft

they landed, in order to cut wood and fill water. They found many of the iflanders

much inclined to be friends, efpecially the old people ; on the other hand, moll of the

younger were daring and infolent, and obliged them to keep to their arms. The
captain ftaid till he faw no difturbance was like to happen, and then returned to the

fhip, leaving the party under the command of Lieutenants Gierke and Edgcumbe.
When they came on board to dinner, they informed him, that the people continued to

behave in the fame inconfiflcnt manner as in the morning ; but more efpecially one
man, whom Mr. Edgecumbe was obliged to fire at, and believed he had (truck with a

fwan-fhot. After that the others behaved with more difcretion.

On the 9th Mr. Forfter learnt from the people the proper name of the ifland, which
they call Tanna. They gave them to underftand, in a manner which they thought

admitted of no doubt, that they eat human flefh, and that circumcifion was praftifed

among them. They began the fubjecl of eating of human flclh, of their own
accord, by alking them if they did. One of the men employed in taking in ballaft

fcalded his fingers in removing a ftone out of fome water. This circumftance produced
the difcovery of feveral hot fprings, at the foot of the cliff, and rather below high-water

mark.

During the night of the loth, alfo all the nth, the volcano was exceedingly

troublefome, and made a terrible noife, throwing up prodigious columns of fire and
fmoke at each explofion, which happened every three or four minutes ; and, at one
time, great ftones were feen high in the air. Mr. Forfter and his party went up
the hill on the weft fide of the harbour, where he found three places whence fmoke
of a fulphureous fmell ifTucd through cracks or fiflures in the earth. The ground

about thefe was exceedingly hot, and parched or burnt, and they feemed to keep

pace with the volcano } for, at every explofion of the latter, the quantity of finoke

or fteam in thefe was greatly increafcd, and forced out fo as to rife in fmall columns,

which they faw from the fliip, and had taken for common fires made by the natives.

At the foot of this hill are the hot fprings before mentioned.

In the afternoon Mr. Forfter having began his botanical refearches on the other fide

of the harbour, fell in with Paowang's houfe, where he faw moft of the articles the

captain had given him, hanging on the adjoining trees and bufhes, as if they were not

worthy of being under his roof.

Several other parts of the hill emitted fmoke or fteam all the day, and the volcano

was ufually furious, infomuch that the air was loaded with its afhcs. The rain which

VOL. XI. 4 L fell
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fell at this time was a compound of water, fand, and earth ; fo that it properly miqht

bo called fliowers of mire. Whichever way the wind was, they were annoyed by the

alhcs, unlcfs it blew very flrong indeed from the oppofite diroftion. Notwithdanding the

natives feemcd well enough fatisfied with the few expeditions they had made in the

neighbourhood, they were unwilling they fliould extend them farther. As a proof of

this, fome undertook to guide the gentlemen when they were in the country,

to a place where they might fee the mouth of the volcano. They very readily

embraced the ofl'er ; and were condufted down to the harbour before they perceived

the cheat.

The 13th, wind at north-eaft, gloomy weather. The only thing worthy of note

this day, was, that Paowang being at dinner with them on board, they took the

opportunity to fhew him feveral parts of the fliip, and various articles, in hopes of

finding out fomething which he might value, and be induced to take in exchange for

refrefhments ; for what they had got of this kind was trifling. But he looked on

every thing that was fliewn him with the utmoft indifference ; nor did he take notice

of any thing except a wooden fand-box, which he feemed to admire, and turned two

or three times over in his hand.

Next morning after breakfafl;, a party of them fet out for the country, to try if they

could not get a nearer and better view of the volcano. The place affeded by the heat

was not above eight or ten yards fquare ; and near it were fome fig-trees, which fprcad

their branches over a part of it, and feemed to like their fituation. It was thought

that this extraordinary heat was caufed by the fleam of boiling water ftrongly im-

pregnated with fuli)hur. They proceeded up the hill through a country fo covered

with trees, flirubs, and plants, that the bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees, which feem to

have been planted here by nature, were in a manner choaked up. Here and there

they met with a houfe, fome few people, and plantations. Thcfe latter they found
in different flates ; fome of long Handing ; others lately cleared ; and fome only

clearing, and before any thing had been planted.—Happening to turn out of the

common path, they came into a plantation where they found a man at work, who,
either out of good nature, or to get them the fooner out of his territories, undertook
to be their guide. They followed him accordingly ; but had not gone far before they

came to the junftion of two roads, in one of which ft:ood another man with a fling

and a ffone, which he thought proper to lay down when a mufquet was pointed at

him. The attitude in which they found him, the ferocity appearing in his looks, and
his behaviour after, convinced them that he meant to defend the path he flood in. He,
in fome meafure, gained his point ; for the guide took the other road and they followed,

but not without fufpccting he was leading them out of the common way. The other

man went with them likewife, counting them feveral times over, and hallooing, as they

judged, for affiffance; for they were prefcntly joined by two or three more, among
whom was a young woman with a club in her hand. By thcfe people they were
conducted to the brow of a hill, and fhewn a road leading down to the harbour,
which they wanted them to take. Not choofing to comply, they returned to that

they had left, which they purfued alone, their guide rcfufing to go with them. Ahcr
afcending another ridge, as thickly covered with wood as thofe they had come over,
they faw yet other hills between them and the volcano, which feemed as far off as at

their firlt fetting out. This difcouraged them from proceeding farther, efpecially as
they could get no one to be their guide. They therefore came to arefolution to return ;

and had but juHput this in execution when they met between twenty and thirty people,

2 whom
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whom the fellow before mentioned had collefled together, with a defign, no doubt, to

oppofe their advancing into the country.

Before this cxcurfion fome were of opinion, that thefe people were addifted to an

unnatural paflion, becaufe they had endeavoured to entice fome of the men into the

woods ; and in particular, one who had the care of Mr. Forfter's plant bag, had been

once or twice attempted. As the carrying of bundles, kc. is the office of the women
in this country, it had occurred to the captain, and he was not Angular in this, that the

natives might miftake him, and fome others, for women. This conjefture was fully

verified this day. For this man, who was one of the party, and carried the bag as

ufual, following the captain down the hill, by the words which he underftood of the

converfation of the natives, and by their aftions, he was well affured that they confidered

him as a female ; till, by fome means, they difcovered their miftake, on which they

cried out Erramange ! Erraniange !' Tis a man !' tis a man ! The thing was fo palpable

that every one was obliged to acknowledge that they had befoi'e miftaken his fex ;

and that, after they were undeceived, they feemed not to have the leaft notion of what

they had fufpefted. This circumltance will fliew how common it is to form wrong
conjectures of things, among people whofe language is not underftood. Had it not

been for this difcovery, no doubt thefe people would have been charged with this vile

cuftom.

In the evening Captain Cook took a walk with fome of the gentlemen, into the

country on the other fide of the harbour, where they had very difi'erent treatment from

what they had met with in the moi'ning. The people they now vifited, among whom
was their friend Paowang, being better acquainted with them, fhewed a readinefs to

oblige them in every thing in their power. They came to a village ; it confifted of

about twenty houfcs, the nioft of which need no other defcription than comparing them

to the roof of a thatched houfe in England, taken oft" the walls and placed on the

ground.—Some were open at both ends; others partly clofed with reeds; and all

were covered with palm thatch. A few of them were thirty or forty feet long, and

fourteen or fixteen broad. This part of the ifland was well cultivated, open, and

airy ; the plantations were laid out by line, abounding with plaintains, fiigar-canes,

yams, and other roots, and ftocked with fruit-trees.

On the 15th, having finifhed wooding and watering, a few liandsonly were on fliore

making brooms, the reft being employed on board, letting up the rigging, and putting

the fliip in a condition for fea. Mr. Forfter, in his botanical excurlions, fliot a pigeon,

in the craw of which was a wild nutmeg. He took fome pains to find the tree, but

his endeavours were without fuccefs.

On the 17th, the captain went afliore to pay a vifit to an old chief, who was faid

to be King of the ifland.—Paowang took little or no notice of him ; the captain made

him a prcfent, after which he immediately went away, as it he had got all he came for.

His name was Geogy, and they gave hin\ the title of Areeke. He was very old, but

had a merry open countenance. He wore round his waift a broad red and white

chequered belt, the materials and manufacture of which feemed the fame as that of

Otaheite cloth ; but this was hardly a mark of diftinction.

On the 17th, about ten o'clock, the captain went aftiorc, and found in the crowd

old Geogy and a fun of his, wlio foon made him underftand that they wanted to dine

with him; and accordingly he brought them, and two more on hoard. They all

called them Areckcs (or Kings) ; but it is doubtful if any of them had the leaft pre-

tenfions to that title over the whole illand.

4 L 2 When
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When he got them on board, he went with them all over the fliip, which they viewed

with uncommon furprize and attention. They happened to have for their entertain-

ment a kind of pie or pudding made of plantains, and fome fort of greens which they

had got from one of the natives. On this, and on yams, they made a hearty dinner

;

for, as to the fait beef and pork, they would hardly tafle them. In the afternoon,

having made each of them a prefent of a hatchet, a fpike-nail, and fome medals,

they were conducted on fliore.

On the 19th, having nothing elfe to do, the captain went on fhore with fome wood-

cutters, and finding a good number of the natives collefted about the landing-

place as ufual, he diftributed among them all the articles he had with him, and then

went on board for more. In lefs than an hour he returned, juft as the people were

getting fome large logs into the boat. At the fame time four or five of the natives Itepped

forward to fee what they were about, and as they did not allow them to come within

certain limits, unlefs to pafs along the beach, the fentry ordered them back, which

tbcy readily complied with.—At this time Captain Cook having his eyes fixed on them,

he obferved the fentry prefent his piece ("as he thought at thefe men) and was jufl:

going to reprove him for it, becaufe he had obferved that, whenever this was done,

fome of the natives would hold up their arms, to let them fee they were equally

ready. But he was aftoniflied beyond meafure when the fentry fired, for he faw not

the leaft caufe. At this outrage moft of the people fled j it was only a few he could

prevail on to remain. As they ran off, he obferved one man to fall ; and he was

immediately lifted up by two others, who took him into the water, wafhed his wound,
and then led him oif. Prefently after, fome came and defcribed to the captain the

nature of his wound ; and he fent for the furgeon. As foon as he arrived, the captain

went with him to the man, whom they found expiring. The ball had (truck his

left arm, which was much fliattered, and then entered his body by the fhort ribs,

one of which was broken. The rafcal who fired, pretended that a man had laid an
arrow acrofs his bow, and was going to fhoot at him, fo that he apprehended himfelfin

danger. But this was no more than they had always done, and with no other view than

to fhew they were armed as well as they ; at leaft there was reafon to think fo, as they

never went farther. What made this incident the more unfortunate was, it not

appearing to be the man who bent the bow that was fhot, but one who ftood by him.

1 his aflair threw the natives into the utmofl conflernation ; and the few that were
prevailed on to flay, ran to the plantations and brought cocoa-nuts, &c. which they laid

down at their feet. So foon were thefe daring people humbled ! When the captain

went on board to dinner they all retired, and only a few appeared in the afternoon,

among whom was Paowang. He promifed to bring fruit, &c. the next morning, but
their early departure put it out of his power.
On the 20th of Auguft they put to fea. Thefe people had not the leaft knowledge of

iron ; confequently, nails and iron tools, beads, &c. which had fo great a run at the

more eaftcrn ifles, were of no confideration here ; and cloth can be of no ufe to people
who go naked.

In this ifland hogs did not feem to be fcarce ; but they faw not many fowls. Thefe
are the only domeflic animals they have. Land birds are not more numerous than at

Otaheite, and the other iflands ; but they met with fome fmall birds, with a very
beautiful plumage, which they had never feen before. There is as great a variety of
trees and plants here as at any ifland they touched at, where their botanifts had time
to examhic. The captain never faw any fort of fifliing-tackle amongft them, nor any

one
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one out fifhing, except on the (hoals, or along the fhores of the harbour, where they

would watch to ftrike with a dart fuch filh as came within their reach ; and in this way
they were expert. They feemed much to admire the European manner of catching fifli

with the feine.

Thefe people are of the middle fize, rather flender than otherwife ; many are little,

but few tall or ftout ; the mofi: of them have good features, and agreeable counte-

nances ; they feem to excel in the ufe of arms, but not to be fond of labour. They
never would put a hand to anifl: in any work they were carrying on, which the people

of the other iflands ufed to delight in. They make the females do the mod laborious

work, as if they were pack-horfes. A woman has been feen in this ifland, carrying a

large bundle on her back, or a child on her back, and a bundle under her arm, and

a fellow flrutting before her with nothing but a club or fpear, or feme fuch thing.

The women are not beauties ; but they are handfome enough for the men, and too

handfome for the ufe that is made of them. Both fexes are of a very dark colour,

but not black ; nor have they the leaft charadleriftic of the negro about them. They
make themfclves blacker than they really are, by painting their faces with a pigment

of the colour of black lead. They alfo ufe another fort which is red, and a third fort

brown, or a colour between red and black. All thefe, but efpecially the firft, they

lay on, with a liberal hand, not only on the face, but on the neck, fiiouldcrs, and

breaft. The men wear nothing' but a belt, and a wrapping leaf. The women have a

kind of petticoat made of the filaments of the plantain tree, flags, or fome fuch thing,

which reaches below the knee. Both fexes wear ornaments, fuch as bracelets, ear-

rings, necklaces, and amulets. The bracelets are chiefly worn by the men ; fome

made of fea-fliells, and others of thofe of the cocoa-nut.

With darts they kill both birds and fifli, and are fure of hitting a mark within the

compafs of the crown of a hat, at the diftancc of eight or ten yards ; but, at double

that diflance, it is chance if they hit a mark the fize of a man's body, though they

will throw the weapon fixty or feventy yards. They always throw with all their might,

let the diftance be what it will. Darts, bows, and arrows are to them what mufquets

are to Europeans.

Mr. Wales, fpeaking of their dexterity, fays, " I muft confefs I have been often

led to think the feats which Homer reprefents his heroes as performing with ihcir

fpears, a little too much of the marvellous to be admitted into an heroic poem ; I

mean when confined within the ftrait fl:ays of Ariftotle. Nay, even fo great an advo-

cate for him as Mr. Pope, acknowledges them to hefurprifi/ig. But fince I have feen

what thefe people can do with their wooden fpears, and them badly pointed, and not" of

a very hard nature, I have not the leaft exception to any one paflage in that great poet

on this account. But, if I fee fewer exceptions, I can find Infinitely more beauties

in him ; as he has, I think, fcaixe an adlion, circumftance, or defcription of any kind

whatever, relating to a fpear, which I have not feen and recognifed amongft thefe

people : as their whirling motion, and whiftling noife, as they fly ; their quivering

motion, as they flick in the ground when they fall ; their meditating their aim, when they

are going to throw ; and their fhaking them in their hand as they go along," ;?cc. &c.

As foon as the boats were hoifted in they made fail, and ftretched to the caftward,

with a frefli gale at fouth-eaft. Nothing material occurred till September 4th, when

looking fouth-eaft, the coaft feemed to terminate in a high promontory which the

captain named Cape Colnett, after one of his midfliipmen, who firft difcovered this

land. After a few hours calm they got a breeze at fouth-eaft, and fpent the night

ftanding off and on.

4 Some
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Some paps or openings were fcen on the 5th to lie all along the coaft, whether they

plied up iho coaft to the fouth-eaft or bore down to north-wclt. They chofe the latter;

and after running two leagues down the outfide of the reef (for fuch it proved) they

came before an opening that had the appearance of a good channel. They wanted to

cet on (liorc to have an opportunity to obfervc an eclipfe of the fun, which was foon

to happen. With this view they brought-to, hoifted out two armed boats, and fent

them to found the channel ; ten or twelve large failing canoes being then near them.

They had obferved them coming off from the fliore all the morning, from different

parts ; and fome were lying on the reef, fifhing, as they fuppofcd. As foon as they all got

together, they came down in a body, and were pretty near when they were hoifling

out their boats, which probably gave them fi^me alarm 5 for, without flopping, they

hauled in for the reef, and the fliip's boat followed them.

The boats having made a fignal for a channel, they ftood in. Their founding was

from fifteen to twelve .fathoms, which fhallowed gradually as they approached the

ihore, when they anchored in five fathoms.

Thev had hardly got to an anchor, before they were furrounded by a great number

of the natives, in fixteen or eighteen canoes, the mofl of whom were without any

fort of weapons. At firft they were fhy of coming near the fhip ; but in a fhort time

they prevailed on the people in one boat to get clofe enough to receive fome prefents.

Thefe they lowered down to them by a rope, to which, in return, they tied two fifli

that flunk intolerably. Thefe mutual exchanges bringing on a kind of confidence,

two ventured on board the fliip ; and prefently after, (he was filled with them, and

they had the company of feveral at dinner in the cabin. Peafe foup, fait beef, and

pork, they had no curiofity to tafte ; but they eat of fome yams. Like all the nations

ihey had lately feen, the nien were almoil naked. They were curious in examining

every part of the fliip, which they viewed with uncommon attention. They had not

the leaft knowledge of goats, hogs, dogs, or cats, and had not even a name for one

of them. They leemed fond of large ipike-nails, and pieces of red cloth, or indeed

any other colour ; but red was their favourite.

After dinner, the captain went on fhore with two armed boats, having with them

one of the natives who had attached himfclf to him. They landed on a fandy beach

.before a vaft number of people, who had got together with no other intent than to fee

them ; for many of them had not a ftick in their hands ; confequcntjy they were re-

xeived with great courtely, and with the furprife natural for people to exprefs, at feeing

men and things fo new to them as they mult be. The captain made prefents to all

thofe his new friend pointed out, who were either old men, or fuch as feemed to be

of feme note ; but he took not the leaft notice of a few women who ftood behind the

crowd, keeping back the captain's hand when he was going to give them fome beads

and medals. Here they found a chief, whofe name was Teabooma ; and they had not

been on fliore above ten minutes, before he called for filence. Being inftantiy obeyed

Ly every individual prefent, he made a fliort fpeech ; and foon after another chief having

called lor filence, made a i'peech alfo. It was pleafmg to fee with what attention they

were heard. Their fpeeches were compofed of fliort fentences ; to each of which two
or three old men anfvvered by nodding their heads, and giving a kind of grunt, figni-

ficant of approbation. It vas inipc'llible for them to know the purport of thefe

fpeeches ; but they had reafon to think they were favourable to them, on whofe ac-

.count they doubtkfs were made. The natives conduced them, upon enquin'ng for

water, about two miles round the coaft, to a little ftraggling village, near fome man-
groves } there they lauded, and v ere Ihcwn frelh water. The ground near this vil-

lage
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Tage was" finely cultivated, being laid out in plantations of fugar-canes, plantains,

yams, and other roots. They heard the crowin-j; of cocks, but faw none. Some roots

were baking on a fire, in an earthen jar, which would have held fix or eight gal-

lons ; nor did they doubt its being their own manufacture. As they proceeded up
the creek, Mr. Forfter having {hot a duck flying over their heads, which was the firfl:

ufe thefe people faw made of fire-arms, the native, whom Captain Cook diftinguifhed

by the name of his friend, begged to have it ; and when he landed, told his country-

men in what manner it was killed. The day being far fpent, and the tide not permit-

ting them to (lay longer in the creek, they took leave of the poople, and got on board
a little after fun-fet.

Next morning tiiey were vifited by fome hundreds of the natives ; fome comin"- in

canoes, and others fwimming off; fo that before ten o'clock, their decks, and all

other parts of the fhip, were quite full. The captain's friend, who was of the number,
brought him a few roots, but all the others came empty in refpect to eatables. Some
few had with them their arms, fuch as clubs and darts, which they exchanged for

nails, pieces of cloth, &c. Next day Mr. Wales, accompanied by Lieutenant Clerk,

went to make preparations for obferving the eclipfe of the fun, which was to be in the

afternoon.

In the evening, the captain went afliore to the watering-place. Excellent wood for

fuel was here, tar more convenient to procure than water, but this was an article they

did not want. About feven o'clock in the evening of September 6th, died Simon
Monk, their butcher, a man much efteemed in the fhip j his death was occafioned by
a fall dov. u the fore-hatch-way the preceding night.

This afternoon a fifli being Itruck by one of the natives near the watering-place, the

captain's clirk purchafed it and fent to him after his return on board. It was of a
new fpecies, fomcthing like a fun-fidi, with a large, long, ugly head. Having no •

fulpicion of its being of a poilbnous nature, they ordered it to be drefled for fupper

;

but, very luckily, the operation of drawing and defcribing took up fo much time, that

it was too late, fo that only the liver and roe was drefled, of which the two Mr. Forl-

ters and the captain did but taite. About three o'clock in the morning, they all found
themfelves feized with an extraordinary weaknefs and numbnefs all over their limbs.

The captain had alinod lofl: tlie fenfe of fejiing ; nor could he difl;inguifli between

light and heavy bodies, of fuch as he had llrength to move ; a quart pot, full of

water, and a feather, being the fame in his hand. They each of them took an emetic,

and after that a fweat, which gave them much relief. In thi morning, one of the pigs,

which had eaten the entrails was found dead. When the natives came on board and
faw the fifli hang up, they immediately gave them to underlland it was not wholefome

food, and exprcfll'd the utmofl abhorrence of it ; though no one was obferved to do
this when the filh was to be fold, or even immediately after it was purchafed.

On the 8th, the guard and a party of men were on fliore as ufual. In the afternoon

the captain received a mcflage from the oflicer, acquainting him that Teabooma the

chief was come, wuh a prefent, confilUng of a few yams and fugar-canes. In return,

he fent him, amongll other articles, a dog and a bitch, both young, but nearly full

j»rown. The dog was red and white, but the bitch was all red, or the colour of an

Knglifli fox. The captain fays, he mentions this, becaufe they may prove the Adam
and Eve of their fpecies in that c untry. When the oflicer returned on board in the

evening, he informed the captain that the chief came, attended by about twenty men,

fo that it looked like a vifit of ceremony. It was fome time before he would believe

the
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the dog and bitch were intended for him ; but as foon as he was convinced, he feemed

lofs in an excels of joy, and fent them away immediately.

Next morning early, the 9th, Lieutenant Pickorfgill and Mr. Gilbert were fent with

the launch and cutter to explore the coafl to the weft. The two Mr. Forfters and

the captain were confined on board, though much better, a good fweat having had

an happy efleft. In the afternoon, a man was fcen, both afhore and along fide the

fliip, faid to be as white as an European. From the account obtained of this circum-

flance, his whitensfs did not proceed from hereditary defcent, but from chance or

fome difeafe.

On the I cth, a party was fent on fhore as ufual, and Mr. Forfter was fo well re-

covered as to go out botanizing.

In the evening of the nth, the boats returned, when the captain was informed,

the cutter was near being loft, by fuddenly filling with water, which obliged them to

throw feveral things overboard, before they could free her and ftop the leak fhe had

fprung. From a fiftiing canoe, which they met coming in from the reefs, they got as

much fi(h as they could cat ; and they were received by Teabi, the chief of the ifle

of Balabea, and the people, who came in numbers to fee them, with great courtefy.

In order not to be too much crowded, they drew a line on the ground, and gave the

natives to underftand they were not to come within it. This reftridion they obferved j

and one of them foon after turned it to his own advantage : for happening to have a

few cocoa-nuts, which one of the failors wanted to buy, and he was unwilling to part

with, he walked off, and was followed by the man who wanted them. On feeing this

he fat down on the fand, made a circle round him, as he had feen them do, and
fignified that the other was not to come within it j which was accordingly obferved.

This ftory, the captain fays, was well aftefted.

In the afternoon of the 1 2th, the captain went on fhore, and on a large tree, which
ftood clofe to the (hore, near the watering place, had an infcription cut, fetting forth

the (hip's name, date, &c. as a tcflimony of their being the firft difcoverers of this

country, as he had done at all others at which they had touched, where this ceremony
was neceflary. This being done, they took leave of the natives, and returned on board ;

when he ordered all the boats to be hoifted in, in order to be ready to put to fea

in the morning.

The people of this idand arc ftrong, robuft, aclive, and well-made ; they are alfo

courteous and friendly, and not in the leaft addicted to pilfering, which is more than
can be faid of any other nation in this fea. They are nearly of the fame colour as

the natives of Tanna, but have better features, more agreeable countenances, and are

a much ftouter race ; a few being feen who meafured fix feet four inches. Their hair

and beards are in general black. The former is very much frizzled ; fo that, at firft

fight, it appears like that of a negro. It is, neverthelefs, very different ; though both
coarfer and ftronger. Some who wear it long, tie it up on the crown of the head ;

others fuffer only a large lock to grow on each fide, which they tie up in clubs ; many
others, as well as all the women, wear it cropped fhort. Thefe rough heads moft
probably want frequent fcratching j for which purpofe they have a moft excellent in-

ftrument. This is a kind of comb made of fticks of hard wood, from feven to nine
or ten inches long, and about the thicknefs of knitting needles. A number of thefe,

feldom exceeding twenty, but generally fewer, are faftened together at one end, pa-
rallel to, and near i-ioth of an inch from each other. The other ends, which are a
little pointed, will fpread out or open like the fticks of a fan, by which means they

can
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can beat up the quarters of a hundred lice at a time. Thefe combs, or fcratchers, for

they ferve both purpofes, they always wear in their hair on one fide of their head. The
people of Tanna have an inflrumcnt of this kind for the fame ufe ; but theirs is

forked, never exceeding three or four prongs, and fometimes only a fmall pointed

flick. Their beards, which are of the fame crifp nature as their hair, are for the moft

part worn fliort. Swelled and ulcerated legs and feet are common among the men,
as alfo a fwelling of the fcrotum. It is not known whether this is occafioned by difeafe, .

or by the mode of applying the wrapper, which they ufe as at Tanna and Mallicollo.

This is their only covering, and is generally made of the bark of a tree, but fome-

times of leaves. The fmall pieces of cloth, paper, &c. which they got from them,

were commonly applied to this ufe. Some had a kind of concave, cylindrical, ftift"

black cap, which appeared to be a great ornament among them ; and they fuppofed

was only worn by men of note, or warriors. A large (heet of flrong paper, when
they got one in exchange for any thing, was generally applied to this ufe.

Their houfes, or at leafl moft of tliem, lire circular ; fomething like a bee hive, and

full as clofe and warm. The entrance is by a fmall door, or long fquare hole, juil

big enough to admit a man bent double. The fide-walls are about four feet and a half

high ; but the roof is lofty, arui peaked to a point at the top ; above which is a poll

or ftick ot wood, which is generally oi^namented either with carving, or fhells, or both.

In moft of them they found two fire-places, and commonly a fire burning ; and as

there was no vent for the fmoke but by the door, the whole houfe was both fmokv and

hot, infomuch that they, who were not ufed to fuch an atmofphere, could hardly

endure it a moment.
In fome refpcds their habitations arc neat ; for, hefides the ornaments at top, there

were fome with carved door-pofty. Upon the whole, their houfes are better calculated

for a cold than a hot climate ; and as there are no partitions in them, they can have

little privacy.

They have no great variety of houfehold utenfils ; earthen jars being the only article

worth notice. Each family has, at leaft, one of them ; in which they bake their roots,

and perhaps their fifli, &c. I'hc fire, by which they cook their viduals, is on the

outfide of each houfe, in the open air.

They fubfift chiefly on roots and fifli, and the bark of a tree, which alfo grows in

the Weft Indies. This they roaft, and are almoft continually chewing. Water is

their only liquor ; at Icaft, they never faw any other made ufe of. It feems to be a

country unable to fupport mauy inhabitants. Nature has been lefs bountiful to it

than to any other tropical illand known in this fea. l"he greateft part of its furface

confifts of barren rocky mountains ; and the grafs, &:c. growing on them is ufelefs to

people who have no cattle.

Neverthelfis, here are fevcral plants. Sec. common to the eaftern and northern

iflands, and even a fpecies of the paftion-flower, which has never before been known
to grow wild any where but in America. The botanills did not complain for want of

employment at this place ; every day bringing to light fomething new in botany or

other branches of natural hiitory. Land-birds, indeed, are not numerous, but feveral

are new ; or at leaft fuch as they never faw before.

All their endeavours to get the name of the whole ifland, proved incflcclual. Pro-

bably, it is too large for them to know by one name. Whenever they made this in-

quii-y, they always gav« them the name of fome diftricT: or place, which they pointed

to. Hence Captain Cook imagines that the country is divided into fevcral dilhicls,

each governed by a chief j but they know nothing of the extent of his power. Balade

VOL. XI. 4 M was
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was the name of the diflriiSl they were at, and Teabooma the chief. He lived on the

other fide of the ridge of hills, fo that they had but little of his company, and there-

fore could not fee much of his power. Tea feems to be a title prefixed to the names

of all, or mod of their chiefs or great men. The captain was by one of their prin-

cipal men called Tea Cook.

Their fifhing implements are turtle nets, made of the filaments of the plantain-tree

twilled ; and Imall hand-nets, with very minute mefhes, made of fine twine, and filh-

gips. Their general method of fifliing, is to lie on the reefs in Ihoal water, and to

ftrike the fifh that may come in their way.

The women of this country, and likewife thofe of Tanna, are far more chafte than

thofc of the mofl eaftern iflands. The captain lays, he never heard that one of his

people obtained the leafl; favour from any one ot them. The ladies here would fre-

quently divert thcmfelves, by going a little afide with the oflicers, as if they meant to

be kind to them, and then would run away, laughing at them. Whether this was

chaRIty or coquetry, cannot be determined, nor is it material, fince the confequences

were the fame.

Every thing being in readinefs to put to fea, at fun-rife, on the 1 3th of September,

they weighed, and with a fine gale at caft-by-fouth, flood out for the fame channel they

came in by.

Nothing remarkable occurred till the 28th in the evening, when two low iflots were

feen bearing weft-by-fouth, and as they were connected by breakers, which feemed to

join thofe on their ftarboard, it became neceflary to haul olf fouth-weft, in order to get

clear of them. At three, more breakers appeared, extending from the low illes to-

wards the fouth-eaft. They now hauled out clofe to the wind, and in an hour and an

half, were almoft all on board the breakers, and obliged to tack. From the maft-

hcad, they were feen to extend as far as eaft-fouth-eaft, and the fmoothnefs of the fea

made it probable that they extended to the north of eaft, and that they were in a

manner furrounded by them.

They fpent the night in making fliort boards, under the terrible apprehenfion, every

moment, of falling on fome of the many dangers which furrounded them.

Day-light (hewed that their fears were not ill-founded, and that they had been in

the mod imminent danger, having had breakers continually under their lee, and at a

very little diftance from them. They owed their fafety to the interpofition of Provi-

dence, a good look-out, and the very brilk manner in which the ftiip was managed

;

for, as they were ftanding to the north, the people on the lee gangway and forecaftle

faw breakers under the lee-bow, which they efcaped by quickly tacking the fhip.

They were now almoft tired of a coalt which they could no longer explore, but at

the rifque of lofing the fhip, and ruhiing the whole voyage.

The fhip was at this time conducted by an officer placed at the maft-head : foon

after, with great difficulty, they arrived within a mile of land, and were obliged to

anchor in thirty-nine fathoms water ; they then hoifted out a boat, in which the captain

went afhore, accompanied by the botanifts. Here they found feveral tall trees, which

had been obferved before at a confiderable diftance ; they appeared to be a kind of

fpruce pine, very proper for fpars, of which they were in want : after making this dif-

covery, they haftened on board, in order to have more time after dinner, when they

landed again with two boats, accompanied by ftveral of the officers and gentlemen,

having with them the carpenter and fome of the crew, to cut down fuch trees as were
wanting. i

The
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The little ifle upon which they landed is a mere fand-bank, not exceeding three-

fourths of a mile in circuit, and on it, bcfides thefe pines, grew the Etos tree of Ota-

heite, and a variety of other trees, flirubs, and plants. Thefe gave fufficient employ-

ment to the botanifts, all the time they Raid upon it, and occafioned the captain's

calling it Botany Ifle. On it were feveral watcr-fnakes, fome pigeons and doves, feem-

ingly different from any they had feen. One of the officers fhot a hawk, which proved

to be of the vei7 fame fort as the Englifh fifliing-hawks. Several fire-places, branches

and leaves very little decayed, remains of turtle, &c. fhewed that people had lately

been on the ifle. The hull of a canoe lay wrecked in the fand. They were now no

longer at a lofs to know of what trees they make their canoes, as they can be no other

than thefe pines.

They alfo found on the ifle a fort of fcurvy-grafs, and a plant called by them Lamb's

Quarters, which, when boiled, eats like fpinage.

Having got ten or twelve fmall fpars, to make ftudding fail booms, boats, mafts, &c.

and night approaching, they returned with them on board.

The purpofe for which they anchored under this ifle being anfwered, it was neceffary

to confider what was next to be done. They had, from the top-maft head, taken a

view of the fea around, and obferved the whole, to the weft, to be ftrewed with fmall

iflots, fand-banks, and breakers, to the utmoft extent of their horizon.—This induced

the captain to try to get without the (ho^ls ; that is, to the fouthward of them.

Next morning, at day-break, the 30th of September, they got under fail.

The wind continuing at fouth-weft, weft-fouth-weft, and weft, blowing a frefh gale,

and now and then fqualls, with fliowers of rain, they fteered to the ibuth-fouth-eaft,

without meeting with any remarkable occurrence till near noon on the 6th of October,

when it fell calm. In the afternoon, they had a boat in the water, and (hot two alba-

troflfes, which were geefe to them. They had feen one of this kind of birds the day

before, which was the firft they obferved fince they had been within the tropic.

In the evening of the 8th, Mr. Cooper having ftruck a porpoife with a harpoon,

it was neceffary to bring to, and have two boats out, before they could kill it, and get

it on board. It was fix feet long ; a female of that kind, which naturalifts call dolphins

of the ancients, and which differs from the other kind of porpoife in the head and

jaw, having them long and pointed. This had eighty-eight teeth in each jaw. The
haflet and leanflefli were to them a feaft. The latter was a little liverifh, but had not

the leaft fifhy tafte. It was eaten roafted, broiled, and fried, firft foaking it in warm
water. Indeed, little art was wanting to make any thing frefh palateable to thofe who
had been living fo long on fait meat.

They continued to ftretch to weft-fouth-weft till the i oth, when at day-break they

difcovered land, bearing fouth-weft, which on a nearer approach they found to be an

ifland of good height, and five leagues in circuit. It was named Norfolk Ifle, in

honour of the noble family of Howard. After dinner a party embarked in two boats,

and landed on the ifland without any difficulty, behind fome large rocks, which lined

part of the coaft.

They found it uninhabited, and were undoubtedly the firft that ever fet foot on it.

They obferved many trees and plants common at New Zealand ; and, in particular, the

flax plant, which is rather more luxuriant here than in any part of that country ; but

the chief produce is a fort of fpruce pine, which grows in abundance, and to a large

fize, many of the trees being as thick, breaft high, as two men could fathom, and

exceedingly ftraight and tall. It is a good deal like the Quebec pine. For about two

4 M 2 hundred



636 CAPTAIN cook's SECOND VOYAGE.

hundred yards from the fliore, the ground is covered fo thick with flirubs and plants,

as hardly to be penetrated farther inland. The woods were pcrfcftly clear and free

from imderuood, and the foil fccmed rich and deep.

They found tlie fame kind of pigeons, parrots, and parroqucts as in New Zealand,

rails, and fome fmall birds. The fca-fowl are white boobies, gulls, terns, &:c. which
breed undiflurbed on the fliorcs, and in the cliffs of the rocks. j

On tlie i!lc is frefli water ; and cabbage-palm, wood-forrcl, fow-thiftle, and famphire,.

abounding in fome places on the fliore ; they brought on board as much, of each fort

as the time they had to gather them would admit.

The approach of night brought them all on board, when they hoifted in the boats,

and ftretchcd to eaft-north-eaft.

After leaving Norfolk Ifle, they fleered for New Zealand, intending to touch at

Queen Charlotte's Sound, to rcfrelli the crew, and put the fliip in a condition to

encounter the fouthern latitudes.

On the 17th, at day-break, they faw Mount F.gmont, which was covered with ever-

lafling fnow, bearing fouth-eaft-half-ealL Their difhmce from the fliore was about
eight leagues.

On the 18th, at eleven o'clock, they anchored before Ship Cove ; the flrong flurries

from off the land not permitting them to get in.

In the afternoon, as they could not move the fliip, the captain went into the Cove,
with the feine, to try to catch fome fifli. The firfl thing he did after landing, was to

look for the bottle he left hid when lafl here, in which was the memorandum. It was
taken away, but by whom it did not appear. Two hauls with the feine producing only
four fmall fifh, they in fome meafure made up for this deficiency by fliooting feveral

birds, which the fiowers in the garden had drawn thither, as alfo fome old fliags, and
by robbing the nefls of fome young ones.

Being little wind next morning, they weighed and warped the fliip into the Cove, and
there moored with the two bowers. Here the forge was ereded, and the fliip and
rigging repaired. The captain gave orders that vegetables (of which there were plenty)

Ihould be boiled every morning with oat-meal and portable broth tor breakfaft, and
with peafe and broth every day for dinner, for the whole crew, over and above theii*

ufual allowance of fait meat.

In the aiternoon, as Mr. Wales was fetting up his obfervatory, he difcovered that

feveral trees, which were ftanding when they lafl failed from this place, had been cut

down with faws and axes. It was therefore now no longer to be doubted that the

Adventure had been in this Cove after they had left it.

Nothing remarkable happened till the 24th, when, in the morning, two canoes were
feen coming down the Sound ; but as foon as they perceived the fliip, they retired

behind a point on the wefl fide. After breakfaft, they went in a boat to look for them ;

and as they proceeded along the fhore, they fhot feveral birds. The report of the

mufquets gave notice of their approach, and the natives difcovered themfelves in Shag
Cove by hallooing to them. The moment they landed, they knew them. Joy then

took place of fear ; and the reft of the natives hurried out of the woods, and em-
braced them over and over again, leaping and fkipping about like madmen ; but it

was obferved that they would not fuffer fome women, whom they faw at a diftancej

to come near them. After they had made them prefents of hatchets, knives, and
what elfe they had with them, they gave in return a large quantity of fifh, which they
had jufl caught. After a fhort flay, they took. leave, and went 011 board.

2. Next
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Next morning early, the inhabitants paid them a vifit on board, and brought with

them a quantity of fine fifli, which they exchanged for Otaheitean cloth, &c. and then

returned to their habitations.

On the 26th, the natives brought a plentiful fupply of fi(h.

On the 28th, a party went a fliooting to Weft Bay, and came to the place where
they left the hogs and fowls ; but faw no vefliges of them, nor of any body having

been there fmce. In their return, having vifited the natives, they got fomc fifli in

exchange for trifles which they gave them. As they were coming away, Mr. Forfter

thought he heard the fqueaking of a pig in the woods, clofe by their habitations
;
pro-

bably they may have thofe they left with them when laft here. In the evening, they

got on board wiih about a dozen and a half of wild-fowl, fhags, and fea-pies. The
fportfmen who had been out in the woods near the fhip, were more fuccefsful among
the fmall birds.

On the 6ih, their old friends having taken up their abode near them, one whofe
name was Pedro, (a man of fome note) made the captain a prefent of a flafl' of honour,

fuch as the chiefs generally carry. In return, he drefled him in a fuit of old clothes,

of which he was not a little proud. He had a fme perfon, and a good prefence, and
nothing but his colour diftinguilhed him from an European. Having got him and
another into a communicative mood, he began to inquire of them if the Adventure

had been there during his abfence; and they gave him to underfland, in a manner
which admitted of no doubt, that, foon after they were gone, (he arrived j that flie

flaid between ten and twenty days, and had been gone ten months.

After breakfaft, he took a number of hands, in order to catch a fow that had been

there for fome time (her companion having been killed) to put her to the boar and

remove her to fome other place ; but they returned without feeing her. Some of the

natives had been there not long before, as their fires were yet burning ; and they had
undoubtedly taken her away.

The 8th, they put two pigs, a boar and a fow, on fhore, in the cove next Cannibal

Cove; fo that it is hardly pollible all the methods the captain has taken to flock this

country with thefe animals fliould fail.

On the 9th, the natives having brought a very large and feafonable fupply of fifli,

the captain beftowed on Pedro a prefent of an empty oil-jar, which made him ai happy
as a prince.

In the afternoon, a party went on fliore into one of the coves, where two families

of the natives were varioufly employed ; fome fleeping, fome making mats, others

roafting fifli and fern-roots, and one girl was heating of Hones. As foon as the ftones

were hot, flie took them out of the fire, and gave them to an old woman who was
fitting in the hut. She placed them in a heap, laid over them a handful of green

celery, and over that a coarfe mat, and then fquatted herfelf down, on her heels, on
the top of all ; thus making a kind of Dutch warming-pan, on which fhe fat as clofe

as a hare on her feat. The captain fays, he fhould hardly have mentioned this ope-

ration, if he had thought it had no other view than to warm the old woman's backfide.

He rather fuppofes it was intended to cure fome diforder flie might have on her, which
the fleams arifmg from the green celery might be a fpecific for.

On the loth of November, they weighed and flood out of the Sound, and fleered

for Cape Campbell. At four in the afternoon, they pafTed the cape, at the diflance

of four or five leagues.

Next morning the wind veered round by the wefl to fouth, and forced them more
to the eaft than they had any view of going. The captain's intention now was to

crofs
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crofs this vafl; ocean, fo as to pafs over thofe parts which were left unexplored the

preceding fummer.

On Saturday the 17th of December they made the land, extending from north-eaft-

by-north to eall-by-fouth about fix leagues diftant. On this difcovery, they wore and
brought-to, with the (hip's head to the fouth ; and having founded, found feventy-five

fathoms water, the bottom ftone and fhells. The land now before them could be no

other than the weft coaft of Terra del Fuego, and near the weft; entrance of the ftraits

of Magalhaens.

This was the firft run that had been made direftlyacrofs this ocean in a high fouthern

latitude. The captain fays, he never made a paflage, any where, of fuch length, where
fo few interefting circumftanccs occurred ; for, the variation of the compafs excepted,

he met with nothing elfe worth notice. Here they took their leave of the South

Pacific Ocean.
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^N ABSTRACT OF CAPTAIN COOK'S LAST VOYAGE.

Begun in l'j']6,andjini/hcdin 1780.

PART I.

Tranfadkns from ihe Commencement of the Voyage in February 1776, to the quitting of

New Zealajid in February 1777.

CAPTAIN COOK and Captain Clerke received their commifTions for making dif-

coveries in the northern hcmifphere, in order to determine the pofition and extent

of the wcfl fide of North America, its diftance from Afia, and the pradicability of a

northern paflage to Europe,

Captain Cook was appointed to the command of His Majefty's floop the Refolution,

and Captain Clerke to that of the Difcovery, a fhip of three hundred tons burthen,

purchafed into the fervice.

They immediately prepared for their voyage, by taking on board all the neceffary

(lores, and a confidorable quantity of iron tools and trinkets, which might enable them
to cultivate a friendly intercourfe with the inhabitants of fuch countries as they mio;ht

be fortunate enough to meet with ; they alfo took fotne live ftock, confiding of fheep,

two cows with their calves, and a bull ; they were likewife furnifhed with a quantity of

European garden-feeds, which could not fail of being valuable prefents to the new
difcovered iflands.

As they were to touch at Otahcite, in their way to the intended fcene of frefh ope-

rations, they were ordered to carry Omai back to his native country. He left London
with a mixture of regret and fatisfaclion : when he talked of his friends in England,

it was with difficulty he refrained from tears ; but the inftant the converfation turned

to his own country, his eyes fparklcd with joy. He was loaded with prefents of con-

fiderable value by His Majelty, Lord Sandwich, Mr. Banks (now Sir Jofeph), and

other perfons of diftinftion.

Several months were fpent in preparation for this long and important voyage ; both

the (hips arrived in Plymouth Sound on the 30th of June ; here they made a fliort

flay to take in fome additional provifions, to replace what had been expended, alio a

quantity of port-wine; and the petty officers and feamen received tuo m^inths' wages

in advance. Contrary winds, and other circumflances of little confequence, prevented

their clearing the Channel till the 14th of July in the evening. There were on board

the two (hips one hundred and ninetv-two perfons, officers included.

Nothitig very intercjhng happened from the ^ih of December till the 26th of January,

when they arrived at Van Dicmcn's Land ; tvhcrc, asfoon as they had anchored in Ad-
venture Bay, Captain Cook fays,— I ordered the boats to be hoilled out. In one of

them I went myielf, to look for the mofl commodious place for furuiflung ourfelves

with
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with the nccclTciry fupplies ; and Captain Gierke went in his boat upon the fame

fervice.

Next morning early, I fent Lieutenant King to the eaft fide of the bay, with two

panics; one to cut wood, and the other grafs, under the protection of the mannes.

For although, as yet, none of the natives had appeared, there could be no doubt that

fome were in our neighbourhood : I alfo fent the launch for water ; and afterwards

vifitcd all the parties myfelf. In the evening we drew the feine at the head of the

bay, and at one haul caught a great quantity of fifli. Mofl: of them were of that fort

known to feamen by the name of elephant fifli. After this every one repaired on

board with what wood and grafs we had cut, that we might be ready to fail whenever the

wind fliould ferve.

In the afternoon, next day, we were agreeably furprifed, at the place where we were

cutting wood, with a vifit from fome of the natives, eight men and a boy. They

approached us from the woods, without betraying any marks of fear, for none of them

had any weapons, except one, who held in his hand a flick about two feet long, and

pointed at one end.

They were quite naked, and wore no orijaments, unlefs we confider as fuch, and as

a proof of their love of finery, fome large pundturcs or ridges raifed on different parts

of their bodies, fome in ftraight, and others in curved lines.

They were of common ftature, but rather flender. Their fkin was black, and

alfo their hair, which was as woolly as that of any native of Guinea ; but they

were not diftinguiflied by remai'kably thick lips, nor flat nofes ; on the contrary, their

features were far from being difagreeable. They had pretty good eyes ; and their

teeth were tolerably even, but very dirty. Mofl of them had their hair and beards

fmeared with a red ointment ; and fome had their faces alfo painted with the fame

compofition.
'1 hey received every prefent we made to them without the lead appearance of

fatisfaflion. When fome bread was given, as foon as they underfl:ood that it was to

be eaten, they either returned it, or threw it away, without even tafling it. They alfo

refufed fome elephant fifn, both raw and dreffed, which we offered to them ; but upon
giving fome birds to them, they did not return thefe, and eafiiy made us comprehend
that they were fond of fuch food. I had brought two pigs afhore, with a view to

leave them in the woods. The inftant thefe came within their reach, they feized them,

as a dog would have done, by the ears, and were for carrying them off immediately,

with no other intention, as wc could perceive, but to kill them.

Being defirous of knowing the ufe of the (lick which one of our vifitors carried in

his hand, I made figns to them to fhcw me ; and fo far fucceeded, that one of them
fet up a piece of wood as a mark, and threw at it,- at the diftance of about twenty yards

;

but we had little reafon to commend his dexterity, for alter repeated trials he was
flill very wide from the objeft. Omai, to fliew them how much fuperior our weapons
were to theirs, then fired his mufquet at it ; which alarmed them fo much, that not-

withftanding all we could do or fay, they ran inftantly into the woods. One of them
was fo frightened, that he let drop an axe and two knives that had been given to him.

From us, however, they went to the place where fome of the Difcovery's people were
employed in taking water into their boat. The officer of that party, not knowing that

they had paid us fo friendly a vifit, nor what their intent might be, fired a mufquet in

the air, which fent them off with the greateft precipitation.

1 hus ended our firfl interview with the natives. Innnediately after their final

retreat, judging that their fears would prevent their remaining near enough to obferve

what



CAPTAIN cook's LAST VOYAGE. 641

what was pafling, I ordered the two pigs, being a boar and a fow, to be carried about
a mile within the woods, at the head of the bay. I faw them left there by the fide of
a frefli-water brook. A young bull and a cow, and fome flieep and goats, were alfo,

at firft, intended to have been left by me, as an additional prefent to Van Diemen's
Land. But I foon laid afide all thoughts of this, from a perfuafion that the natives,

incapable of entering into my views of improving their country, would deflroy

them.

The morning of the 29th we had a dead calm, which continued all day, and
effeftually prevented our failing. I therefore fent a party over to the eafl point of the

bay to cut grafs, having been informed that fome of a fuperior quality grew there.

Another party, to cut wood, was ordered to go to the ufual place, and I accompanied
them myfelf. We had obferved feveral of the natives, this morning, fauntering along

the fhore, which aflured us that though their confternation had made them leave us fo

abruptly the day before, they were convinced that we intended them no mifchief, and
were defirous of renewing the intercourfe. It was natural that I fhould wifh to be
prefent on the occafion.

We had not been long landed before about twenty of them, men and boys, joined

us, without exprefling the leafl: fign of fear or diftrull. There was one of this com-
pany confpicuoufly deformed ; and who was not more diftinguilhable by the hump
on his back, than by the drollery of his geftures, and the feeming humour of his

fpeeches ; which he was very fond of exhibiting, as we fuppofed, for our entertain-

ment : but, unfortunately, we could not underftand him ; the language fpoken here

being wholly unintelligible to us. It appeared to me, to be different from that fpoken

by the inhabitants of the more northern parts of this country, whom I met with in my
firft voyage ; which is not extraordinary, fince thofe we then faw, and thofe we then

vifited, differ in many other refpecls. Nor did they feeni to be fuch miferable

wretches as the natives whom Dampier mentions to have feen on its weftern

coafl.

Some of our prefent groupe wore loofe round their necks three or four folds of

fmall cord, made of the fur of fome animal ; and others of them had a narrow flip

of the kangooroo fkin tied round their ancles. I gave to each of them a ftring of

beads and a medal, which I thought they received with fome fatisfaction. They
feemed to fet no value on iron or on iron tools : they were even ignorant of the ufe of

fifh-hooks, if we might judge from their manner of looking at fome of ours which
we fhewed to them.

We carmot, however, fuppofe it to be pofTible that a people who inhabit a fea-coaft,

and who feein to derive no part of their fuftenance from the produdions of the

ground, fhould not be acquainted with fome mode of catching fi(h, though we did

not happen to fee any of them thus emplo)ed, nor obferve any canoe or vefll-l in which

they could go upon' the water. Their habitations were little fheds or hovels built of

fticks, and covered with bark. We could alfo perceive evident figns of their fome-

times taking up their abode in the trunks of large trees, which had been hollowed out

by fire, moft probably for this very purpofe.

After flaying about an hour with the wooding party and the natives, as I could now
be pretty confident that the latter were not likely to give the former any dilturbance,

Ileft them, and went over to the grafs-cutters, and found that they had met with a

fine patch. Having feen the boats loaded, I left that party, and returned on board to

dinner ; where, fome time after, Lieutenant King arrived.

From him I learnt that I had but jufl left the fhore, when feveral women and chil-

dren made their appearance. Thele females wore a kangooroo fliin tied over the

vol.. XI. 4 N fhoulders,
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fhoulders, and round the walft. But its only ufe feemed to be to fupport their chiw

dren when carried on their backs ; for it did not cover thofe parts which mofl; nations

conceal ; being, in all other refpefts, as nakt-d as the men, and as black, and their

bodies marked with fears in the fame manner. But in this they differed from the men,

that though their hair was of the fame colour, fome of them had their heads com-

pletely (liorn ; in others, this operation had been performed only on one fide, while

the reft of them had all the upper part of the head {horn clofe, leaving a circle of

Iiair all round, fomewhat like the tonfure of the Romifh ecclefiaftics. Many of the

children had fine features, and were thought pretty ; but of the perfons of the women,
cfpecialiy thufe advanced in years, a lefs favourable report was made. However, fome

of the gentlemen belonging to the Difcovery, I was told, paid their addreffcs, and

made liberal offers of prefents, which were rejected with great difdain ; whether from

a fenfe of virtue, or the fear of difpleafing their men, I fliall not pretend to determine.

That this gallantry was not very agreeable to the latter, is certain ; for an elderly man,

as foon as he obfcrved it, ordered all the women and children to retire, which they

obeyed, though fome of them fhewed a little reluftance.

Mr. Anderfon, my furgeon, with his ufual diligence, fpent the few days we remained

in Adventure Bay, in examining the country. His account of its natural productions,

with which he favoured me, will more than compenfate for my filence about them

:

fome of his remarks on the inhabitants will fupply what I may have omitted or repre-

fented imperfeftly ; and his I'pecimen of their language, however fliort, will be

thought worth attending to, by thofe who wifli to colled materials for tracing the

origin of nations. I (hall only premife, that the tall ftraight foreft-trees which Mr. An-
deribn defcribes in the following account, are of a different fort from thofe which are

found in the more northern parts of this coafl:. The wood is very long and clofe-

grained, extremely tough, fit for fpars, oars, and many other ufes ; and would, on
occafion, make good marts (perhaps none better) if a method could be found to

lighten it. l^pon the whole, it has many marks of being naturally a very dry country;

and perhaps might, independent of its wood, be compared to Africa, about the Cape
ot Good Hope, though that lies ten degrees farther northward, rather than to New
Zealand, on its other fide, in the fame latitude, where we find every valley, however
fmall, furniflicd wiih a confiderable ftream of water. It was remarked, that birds

were feldom killed an hour or two, before they were almoft covered with fmall

maggots, which I would rather attribute merely to the heat ; as we had not any
reafcn to fuppofe there is a peculiar difpofition in the climate to render fubflances foon
putrid.

The only animal of the quadruped kind we got, was a fort of opoffum, about twice the

fize of a large rat ; and is, moft probably, the male of that fpecies found at Endeavour
River. It is of a duiky colour above, tinged with a brown or rufty caft, and whitifh

below. About a third of the tail, towards its tip, is white, and bare underneath, by
which it probably hangs on the branches of trees, as it climbs thefe and lives on
berries. The kangooroo, another animal found farther northward in New Holland,
without doubt alfo inhabits here, as the natives we met with had fome pieces of their

Ikins, and we feveral times faw animals, though iudiftinctly, run from the thickets

•when we walked in the woods, which, from the fize, could be no other.

There are feveral forts of birds, but all fo fcarce and fliy, that they are evidently
haraffed by the natives, who, perhaps, draw much of their fubfiftence from them.
In the woods, the principal forts are large brown hawks, or eagles ; crows, nearly the
fame as ours in England

;
yellowifh paroquets ; and large pigeons. There are alfo

three or four fmall birds, one of which is of the thruih kind ; another fmall one, with,

a pretty
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a pretty long tail, has part of the head and neck of a moll beautiful azure colour
j

from whence we named it motacylla cyanea. On the fhore were feveral common
and fea gulls, a few black oyller-catchers, or fea-pies, and a pretty plover, of a ftone

colour, with a black hood. About the pond or lake behind the beach, a few
wild ducks were feen; and fome (hags ufed to perch upon the high Icaflefs trees near
the fhore.

Some pretty large blackifh fnakes were feen in the woods ; and we killed a large,

hitherto unknown, hzard, fifteen inches long, and fix round, elegantly clouded
with black and yellow ; befides a fmall fort, of a brown gilded colour above, and
rufty below.

The fea affords a much greater plenty, and at leaft as great a variety as the land.

Of thefe the elephant-fifh, or pejegallo, mentioned in Frazier's Voyage, are the moft
numerous; and though inferior to many other filh, were very palateable food. Several

large rays, nurfes, and fmall leather-jackets were caught, with fome fmall white bream,
which were firmer and better than thofe caught in the lake. We likewife got a few
I'oles and flounders ; two forts of gurnards, one of them a new fpecies ; fome fmall

fpotted mullet ; and very unexpectedly, the fmall fifh with a filver band on its fide,

called atherina hepfetus, by Haffelquifl:.

But that next in number, and fuperior in goodnefs, to the elephant-fifli, was a fort

none of us recollected to have feen before. It partakes of the nature both of a round
and of a flat fifh, having the eyes placed very near each other ; the fore-part of the

body much flattened or depreffed, and the reft rounded. It is of a brownifli fandy

colour, with rufty fpots on the upper part, and below. From the quantity of flime

it was always covered with, it feems to live after the manner of flat-fifh, at the

bottom.

Upon the rocks are plenty of mufcles, and fome other fmall fliell-fifh. There are

alfo great numbers of fea-ftars, fome fmall limpets, and large quantities of fponge

;

one fort of which, that is thrown on fhore by the fea, but not very common, 'has a

moft delicate texture.

Many pretty Medufa's heads were found upon the beach ; and the ftinking laplyfia,

or fea-hare, which, as mentioned by fome authors, has the property of taking oft' the

hair by the acrimony of its juice ; but this fort was deficienr in this refpect.

Infects, though not numerous, are here in confiderable variety. Amongft them are

grafshoppcrs, butterflies, and feveral forts of fmall moths, finely variegated. There
are two forts of dragon-flics, gad-flies, camel-flies, feveral forts of fpiders, and fome
fcorpions ; but the laft are rather rare. The moft troublefome, though not very

numerous tribe of infects, are the mufquitoes ; and a large black ant, the pain of whole
bite is almoft intolerable, during the fhort time it lailis. The mufquitoes, alfo, make
up for the deficiency of their number, by the feverity of their venomous probofcis.

The inhabitants whom we met with here, had little of that fierce or wild appearance

common to people in their fituation j but, on the contrary, feemed mild and cheerful,

without referve, or jcaloufy of ftrangcrs. This, however, may arife from their having

little to lofe or care for.

With rcfpc£t to perfonal adivity or genius, we can fay but little of cither. They
do not fccm to pofl'cl's the firft in any remarkable degree ; and as for the laft, they have,

to appearance, lefs than even the half-animated inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, who
have not invention fufiicient to make cloathing for defending themfelvcs from the

rigour of their climate, though furnifhed with the materials. The fmall ftick, rudely

pointed, which one of them carried in his hand, was the only thing wefaw that required

4 N 2 any
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any mechanical exertion, if we except the fixing on the feet of fome of them

pieces of kangooroo (kin, tied with thongs ; though it could not be learnt whether thefe

•were in ufc as flioes, or only to defend fome fore. It muft be owned, however, they

are matters of fome contrivance in the manner of cutting their arms and bodies in lines

©f different lengths and diredions, which are raifed confiderably above the furface of

the (kin, fo that it is diificult to guefs the method tlicy ufe in executing this embroidery

of their perfons.

Their colour is a dull black, and not quite fo deep as that of the African negroes.

Their hair, however, is perfedlly woolly, and it is clotted or divided into fmall parcels

like that of the Hottentots, with the ufe of fome fort of greafe, mixed with a red paint

or ochre which they fmear in great abundance over their heads. Their nofcs, though

not flat, are broad and full ; their eyes are of a middling fize, with the white lefs clear

than in us ; and though not remarkably quick or piercing, fuch as give a trank cheerful

call to the whole countenance. Their teeth are broad, but not equal, nor well fet

;

and either from nature, or from dirt, not of fo true a white as is ufual among people

of a black colour. Their mouths are rather wide; but this appearance feems

heightened by wearing their beards long, and clotted with paint, in the fame manner as

the hair on their heads.

The following is a fpecimen of Van Diemen's Land vocabulary.

Qiiadne, A woman.

Everai, The eye.

Muidje, The nofe.

Ka'my, The teeth, mouth, or tongue.

Laercnne, A fmall bird, a native of the woods here.

Kofgee, The ear.

No'ongaf Elevated fears on the body.

Tecgera, To eat.

Togarago, I muft be gone, or^ I will go.

I have no doubt but we (hall find, on a diligent inquiry, and when opportunities ofler

to colleft accurately a fu(ficient number of thefe words, and to compare them, that all

the people from New Holland, eaftward to Eailer Ifland, have been derived from the

fame common root.

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 30th of January, a light breeze fpringing up at

weft, we weighed anchor, and put to fea from Adventure Bay.

We purfued our courfe to the eaftward, without meeting any thing worthy of note,

till the night between the 6th and 7th of February, when a marine belonging to the

Difcovcry fell overboard, and was never feen afterward. This was the fecond

misfortune of the kind that had happened to Captain Gierke fince he left

England.

On the i6th of February, at four in the afternoon, we difcovered the land of New
Zealand. The part we faw, proved to be Rock's Point, and bore fouth-eaft-by-fouth,

about eight or nine leagues diftant.

We had not been long at anchor in Queen Charlotte Sound, before feveral canoes,

filled with natives, came alongfide of the (hips ; but very few of them would venture

on board ; which appeared the more extraordinary, as I was well known to them all.

There was one man in particular amongft them, whom I had treated with remarkable

kindnefs, during the whole of my (lay when I was laft here. Yet now, neither pro-

fe{rions of friendfhip, nor prefents, could prevail upon him to come into the fliip.

This Ihynefs was to be accounted for, only on this fuppofition, that they were appre-

henfive
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henfive wc had revifited their country, in order to revenge the death of Captain
Funieaux's people.

On the 13th we fet up two tents, one from each fhip, on the fame fpot where we had
pitched them formerly. The obfervalories were at the fame time creeled • and
MelTrs. King and Bayley began their operations immmediately, to find the rate of the
time-keeper, and to make other obfcrvations. The remainder of the empty water-
cafks were alfo fent on fliore, with the cooper to trim, and a fufEcient number of faiiors

to fill them. Two men were appointed to brew fpruce-beer ; and the carpenter and
his crew were ordered to cut wood. A boat, with a party of men under the diredion
of one of the mates, was fent to collect grafs for our cattle ; and the people that

remained on board were employed in refitting the fliip, and arranging the provifions.

In this manner, we were all profitably bufied during our flay. For the protedion
of the party on fhore, I appointed a guard often marines, and ordered arms for all the
workmen : Mr. King, and two or three petty officers, conftantly remaining with them.
A boat was never lent to any confiderable diftance from the fhips without being armed,
and under the direction of fuch ofRcers as I could depend upon, and who were well'

acquainted with the natives.

During the courfe of this day, a great number of families came from different parts

of the coafl, and took up their refidence clofe to us j fo that there was not a fpot in

the cove where a hut could be put up, that was not occupied by them, except the
place where we had fixed our little encampment.

It is curious to obferve, with what facility they build their little huts. I have feen

above twenty of them ereded on a fpot of ground, that, not an hour before, was
covered with fhrubs and plants. They generally bring fome part of the materials with

them, the rcfl they find upon the premifes. I was prefent when a number of people
landed, and built one of thefe villages. The moment the canoes reached the fhore,

the men leaped out, and at once took pofTcfTion of a piece of ground, by tearing up the
plants and flirubs, or flicking up fome part of the framing of a hut. They then returned

to their canoes, and fecured their weapons, by fetting them up againft a tree, or placing

them in fuch a pofition, that they could be laid hold of in an inflant.

Befides the natives who took up their abode clofe to us, we were occafionally vifited

by others of them, whofe refidence was not afar ofl"; and by fome who lived more remote.

Their articles of commerce were, curiofities, fifh, and women. Tlie two firit always

came to a good market ; which the latter did not. The feamen had taken a kind of
diflike to thefe people ; and were either unwilling, or afraid, to alfociate with them ;

which produced this good effeft, that I knew no inllance of a man's quitting his flation,

to go to their habitations.

A conneftion with women I allow, becaufe I cannot prevent it ; but never encourage,,

becaufe I always dread its confcqucnccs. I know, indeed, that many men are

of opinion, that fuch an intercourfe is one of our greatefl fecurities amongfl favages

;

and perhaps they, who either from necefTity or choice, are to remain and fettle with

them, may find it fo. But with travellers and tranfiont vifitors, fuch as wo wore, it is

generally otherwife ; and in our fituation, a connedion with their women betrays

more men than it faves. What elfe can be reafonably expected, fmce all their views

are felfifh, without the Kaft mixture of regard or attachment? My own experience,

at leafl, which hath been pretty extenfive, hath not pointed out to me one inftance to

the contrary.

Amongfl our occafional vifitors, was a chief named Kahoora, who, as I was informed,

headed the party that cut off Captain Furneaux's people, and himfelf killed Mr. Rowe,
the
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the ofiiccr who commanded. To judge of the charader of Kahoora, by what I had

heard from many of his countrymen, he fcemed to be more feared than beloved

amongfl them. Not fatisfied with teUing me that he was a very bad man, fome of

them even importuned me to kill him : and, I believe, they were not a little furprifed

that I did not liften to them ; for, according to their ideas of equity, this ought to

have been done. But if I had followed the advice of all our pretended friends, I

might have extirpated the whole race ; for the people of each hamlet or village, by

turns, applied to me to deftroy the other.

On the 16th, at day-break, I fet out with a party of men, in five boats, to collefl

food for our cattle. Captain Gierke, and feveral of the officers, Oniai, and two of the

natives, accompanied me. We proceeded about three leagues up the found, and then

landed on the eaft fide, at a place where 1 had formerly been. Here we cut as much
grafs as loaded the two launches.

As we returned down the found, we vifited Grafs Cove, the memorable fcene of

the maflacre of Captain Furneaux's people. Here I met with my old friend Pedro, who
was almoft continually with me the lad lime I was in the Sound, and is mentioned in

my hiltorv of that voyage. He, and another of his countrymen, received us on the

beach, armed with the pa-too and fpear. Whether this form of reception was a mark
of their courtcfy, or of their fear, I cannot fay ; but 1 thought they betrayed manifeft

figns of the latter. However, if they had any apprehenfions, a few prefents foon

removed them, and brought down to the beach two or three more of the family ; but

the greatefl: part of them remained out of fight.

Whilft we were at this place, our curiofiiy prompted us to enquire into the cir-

cuniRances attending the melancholy fate of our countrymen *
; and Omai was made

ufo of as our interpreter for this purpofe. Pedro, and the reft of the natives prefent,

anfwered all the queflions that were put to them on the fubjeft without referve, and

like men who arc under no dread of punifliinent for a crime of which they are not

guilty. For we already knew that none of them had been concerned i:i the unhappy

rranfaction. They told us, that while our people were fitting at dinner, furrounded

by feveral of the natives, fome of the latter ftole, or fnatched from them, fome bread -

and fifh, for which they were beat. This being refented, a quarrel enfued, and two

New Zealanders were fliot dead, by the only two mufquets that were fired. For
before our people had time to difcharge a third, or to load again thofe that had been

fired, the natives ruflied in upon them, overpowered them with their numbers, and

put them all to death. Pedro and his companions, befides relating the hiftory of the

maflacre, made us acquainted with the very fpot that was the fcene of it. It is at the

corner of tlie cove on the right hand. They pointed to the place of the fun, to mark
to us at what hour of the day it happened; and according to this, it mull; have been

late in the afternoon. They alfo fhevved us the place where the boat lay ; and it

a])peared to be about two hundred yards diftant from that where the crew were feated.

One of their number, a black fervant of Captain Furneaux, was left in the boat to take

care of her.

We were afterwards told that this black was the caufe of the quarrel, which was
faid to have happened thus : One of the natives ftealing fomething out of the boat,

die negro gave him a fevere blow with a ftick. The cries of the fellow being heard
by his countrymen at a diftance, they imagined he was killed, and immediately began
the attack on our people ; who, before they had time to reach the boat, or to ana

* Vide Captain Cook's former Voyage. .

ihemfelves
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themfelvcs agaiufl: the unexpefted impending danger, fell a facrifice to the fur)' of

their favage aflailants. What became of the boat, I never could learn. Some faid

Ihe was pulled to pieces and burnt j others told us, that ihe was carried they knew not

whither by a party of Grangers.

We flayed here till the evening, when, having loaded the refl: of the boats with

grafs, celery, fcurvy-grafs, &c. we embarked to return to the lliips ; where fome of

the boats did not arrive till one o'clock the next morning ; and it was fortunate that

they got on board then, for it afterwards blew a perfect ftorm. In the evening the-

gale ceafed, and the wind having veered to the eaft, brought with it fair weather.

On the 2cth, in the forenoon, we had another florm from the north-weft. Though
this was not of fo long continuance as the former, the gufts of wind from the hills

were far more violent.

By this time more than two-thirds of the inhabitants of the found had fettled them-

felvcs about us. Great numbers of them daily frequented the fhips while our people

were there melting fome feal-blubber. No Greenlander was ever fonder of train-oil,

than our friends here feemed to be. They relilhed the very fliimmings of the kettle j -

but a Httle of the pure ftinking oil was a delicious feaft.

Having got on board as much hay and grafs as we judged fufficient to ferve the

cattle till our arrival at Otaheite, and having completed the wood and water of both

fhips, on the 24th we weighed anchor, and flood out of the cove.

While we were unmooring and getting under fail, many of the natives came to take

their leave of us, or rather to obtain, if they could, fome additional prefents from us

before we left them. Accordingly, I gave to Matahouah and Tomatongeauooranuc,

two of their chiefs, two pigs, a boar, and a fow. They made me a promife not to kill

theni ; though I muft own I put no great faith in this. The animals which Captain Fur-

neaux fcnt on fliore here, and which loon after fell into the hands of the natives, I was

now told were all dead ; but I was afterwards informed, that Tiratou, a chief, had a

great many cocks and hens in his poffeifion, and one of the fov»'s.

We had not been long at anchor near Motuara, before three or four canoes, filled

with natives, came off to us from the fouth-eaft fide of the found ; and a brifk trade

vas carried on with them for the curiofities of this place. In one oT thefe canoes was

Kahoora, leader of the party who cut off the crew of the Adventure's boat. This was the

third time he had vifited us, without betraying the fmalleft appearance of fear. I was

afliore when he now arrived, but had got on board juft as he was going away. Omai,

who had returned with me, prefently pointed him out, and folicited me to flioot him.

Not fatisfied with this, he addreifed himfelf to Kahoora, threatening to be his exe-

cutioner, if ever he prcfumcd to vifit us again.

The New Zealander paid fo little regard to thefe threats, that he returned, the next

morning, with his whole family, men, women, and children, to the number of twenty

and upwards. Omai was the full who acquainted me with his being alongfule the

fliip, and dcfired to know if he fliould aik him to come on board. 1 told him he

might ; and accordingly he introduced the chief into the cabin, faying, " There is

Kalioora ; kill him !" But, as if he had forgot bis former threats, or was afraid that

I fliould call upon him to perform tiiem, he immediately retired. In a fhort time,

however, he returned ; and feeing the chief unhurt, he expoftulated with me very

earneftly, faying, " Why do you not kill him ? You tell me, if a man kills another

in England, that he is hanged for it. This man has killed ten, and yet you will

not kill him, though many of his countrymen dcfire it, and it would be very good."

Omai's arguments, though fpccious enough, having no weight with me, I dcfired him
2 to
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to afk the chief, why he had killed Captain Furneaux's people ? At this queftlon,

Kahoora folded his arms, hung down his head, and looked like one caught in a trap
;

and, I (irmly believe, he expected inflanr death. But no fooner was he allured of his

fafety, than he became cheerful. He did not, however, feem willing to give ine an

anfwer to the quellion that had been put to him, till I had, again and ag;iin, repeated

niy promife that he fhould not be hurt. Then he ventured to tell us, that one of his

countrymen having brought a ftone hatchet to barter, the man to whom it was offered

took it, and would neither return it, nor give any thing for it : on which the owner

of it fnatched up the bread as an equivalent ; and then the quarrel began.

For fome time before we arrived at New Zealand, Omai had expreffed a defire to

take one of the natives with him to his own country. We had not been there many
days, before he had an opportunity of being gratified in this ; for a youth about feven-

teen or eighteen years of age, named Taweiharooa, offered to accompany him. Find-

ing that he was fixed in his refolution to go with us, and having learnt that he was

the only fon of a dcceafed chief, I told his mother that, in all probability, he would

never return, but this made no iinprcffion on either ; for when (he returned the next

morning, to take her lafl: farewell of him, all the time fhe was on board (he remained

quite cheerful, and went away wholly unconcerned. Another youth, about ten years

of age, accompanied him as a fervant, named Kokoa ; he was prefented to me by his

own father, who ftripped him, and left him naked as he was born ; indeed he feemed

to part with him with perfeft indifference.

From my own obfervations, and from the information of Taweiharooa and others,

it appears to me that the New Zealanders mud live under perpetual apprehenfions of

being deftroyed by each other : there being few of their tribes that have not, as they

think, fuitained wrongs from fome other tribe, which they are continually upon the

watch to revenge. And, perhaps, the defire of a good meal may be no fmall incite-

ment. Their method v{ executing their horrible defigns is, by iiealing upon the ad-

verfe party in the night ; and if they find them unguarded they kill all indifcriminately
;

not even fparing the women and children. When the maffacre is completed, they

either feart themfelves on the fpot, or carry off as many of the dead bodies as they

can, and devour them at home, with a6ls of brutality too ffiocking to be defcribed.

One hardly ever finds a New Zealander off his guard, either by night or by day ;

indeed, no other man can have fuch powerful motives to be vigilant, as the prefervation

both of body and of foul depends upon it. For, according to their fyftem of belief,

the loul of the man whofe flelh is devoured by the enemy, is doomed to a perpetual

fire, whilft the foul of the man whofe body has been refcued from thofe who killed

him, as well as the fouls of all who die a natural death, afcend to the habitations of
the gods.

Polygamy is allowed amongft thefe people ; and it is not uncommon for a man to

have two or three wives, 'ihe women are marriageable at a very early age ; and it

fliould feem, that one who is unmarried, is but in a forlorn ftate. She can with diffi-

culty get a fubfjftence ; at lead, fhe is, in a great meafure, without a proteftor, though
in conftant want of a powerful one.

No people can have a quicker fenfe of an injury done to them, and none are more
ready to refent it. But, at the fame time, they will take an opportunity of being in-

folent V hcii they think there is no danger of punifhment.
Their puUic contentions are frequent, or raiher perpetual ; for it appears, from their

run.ber ot weaj-or.s, and dexterity in ufing them, that war is their principal profeffion.
Before they begin the onfet, they join in a war-fong, to which they all keep the

4 exadefl
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cxaflen; time, and foon raife their paflion to a degree of frantic fury, attended with

the niofl: horrid diftortion of their eyes, mouths, and tongues, to ftrike terror into

their enemies ; which, to thofe who have not been accuftomcd to fuch a praflice,

makes them appear more Hke demons than men, and would almofl cliill the boldeft

with fear. To this fucceeds a circumftance, almoft foretold in their fierce demeanour,

horrid, cruel, and difgraceful to human nature ; which is, cutting in pieces, even

before being perfedly dead, the bodies of their enemies, and, after drefling them on a

fire, devouring the flelh, not only without reludtance, but with peculiar fatisfadion.

PART ir.

From leaving New Zealand in February 1777, to their Arrival at Otaheite in July

following.

ON the 25th of February we failed from New Zealand, and had no fooner loft fight

of the land than our two young adventurers repented heartily of the flep they had

taken. All the foothing encouragement we could think of availed but little. They
wept both in public and in private ; and made their lamentations in a kind of fong,

which was expreflive of their praifes of their country. Thus they continued for many
days, but at length their native country afnd their friends were forgot, and they appeared

to be as firmly attached to us, as if they had been bom amongfl; us.

On the 29th of March, at ten in the morning, as we were ftanding to the north-

eaft, the Difcovery made the fignal of feeing land. We faw it from the maft-head

almoft the fame moment, bearing north-eaft-by-eaft. We foon difcovered it to be an

ifland of no great extent.

We prefently found it was inhabited, and faw feveral people, on a point of the land

we had pafled, wading to the reef, where, as they found the fhip leaving them quickly,

they remained. But others who foon appeared in different parts, followed her courfe ;

and fometimes feveral of them collected into fmall bodies, who made a fhouting noife

all together, nearly after the manner of the inhabitants of New Zealand.

Between feven and eight o'clock, we were at the weft-north-weft part of the ifland,

and, being near the (hore, we could perceive with our glaffes that feveral of the natives

were armed with long fpears and clubs, which they brandifticd in the air with figns of

threatening, or, as fome on board interpreted their attitudes, with invitations to land.

Moft of them appeared naked, except having a fort of girdle, which, being brought

up between the thighs, covered that part of the body. But fome of them had pieces

of cloth of diiferent colours, white, ftriped, or chequered, which they wore as a gar-

ment thrown about their ftioulders ; and almoft all of them had a white wrapper about

their heads, not much unlike a turban. They were of a tawny colour, and of a iniil-

dling ftature.

At this time a fmall canoe was launched in a great hurry from the further end of

the beach, and a man getting into it, put oft", as with a view to reach the (hip. On
perceiving this, I brought-to, that we might receive the vifit ; but the man's refolution

failing, he foon retunied toward the beach, where, after fome time, another man
joined him in the canoe, and then they both paddkd towards us. They ftoppcd fliort,

however, as if afraid to approach, until Omai, who addrelTed them in the Otaheiteau

language, in fome meafure quieted their apprehenfions. They then came near enough

to take fome beads and nails, whit!) were tied to a piece of wood, and thrown into the

VOL. XI. 4 o canoe.
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canoe. They feeined afraid to touch thefe things, and put the piece of wood afide

without untying them. Tliis, liowever, miglu arife from fupcrftition ; for Oinai told

us, that when they faw us offering them pref^nts, they afked fomething for their Eatooa,

or goJ. He alfo, perh ips improperly, put the queftion to them, Whether they ever

cat human flefli ? which thoy anfwercd in the negative, with a mixture of indignation

and abhorrence. One of ihein, whofe name was Mourooa, being afked how he cam:? by

a fear on his forehead, told us, that it was the confequence of a wound he had got in

fighting with the people of an ifland, which lies to the north-ealtward, who fometimes

came to invade them. They afterward took hold of a rope. Still, however, they

would not venture on board ; but told Oinai, who underdood them pretty well, that

their countrymen on fhore had given them this caution, at the fame time direding

them to inquire, from whence our fliip came, and to learn the name of the captain.

On our part, we inquired the name of the iiland, which they called Mangya or Man-
geea ; and fometimes added to it Nooe, nai, nalwa. The name of their chief, they

faid, was Orooaeeka.

Mourooa was lufty and well made, but not very tall. His features were agreeable,

and his difpofition feemingly no lefs fo ; for he made feveral droll gefticulations which

indicated both good-nature and a fliare of humour. He alfo made others which feemed

of a ferious kind, and repeated fome words with a devout air, before he ventured to

lay hold of the rope at the fhip's Hern ; which was probably to recommend himfelf to

the protedion of fome divinity. His colour was nearly of the fame cafl; with that

common to the moft fouthern Europeans. The other man was not fo handfome. Both
of ihem had ftrong, flraight hair, of a jet colour, tied together on the crown of the

head with a bit of cloth. They wore fuch girdles as we had perceived about thofe on
Ihore, and we found they were a fubftance made from the morus papyrifera, in the

fame manner as at the other iflands of this ocean. It was glazed like the fort ufed by
the natives of the Friendly iflands ; but the cloth on their heads was white, like that

T^hich was found at Otaheite. They had on a kind of fandals, made of a grafly fub-

ftance interwoven, which we alfo obferved w'ere worn by thofe who ftood upon the

beach; and, as we fuppofed, intended to defend their feet againfl the rough coral

rock. Their beards were long, and the infide of their arms, from the fhoulder to the

elbow, and fome other parts, were punflured or tatooed, after the manner of the in-

habitants of almoft all the other iflands in the South-Sea. The lobe of their ears v/as

pierced, or rather flit, and to fuch a length, that one of them fhuck there a knife and
fome beads, which he had received from us ; and the fame perfon had two poliHicd

pearl fliells, and a bunch of human hair, loofely twilled, hanging about his neck, which
was the only ornament we obferved. The canoe they came in (which was the only

one we faw) was no; above ten feet long, and very narrow ; but both ftrong and
neatly made. The fore-part had a flat board fadeaed over it, and projeding out, to

prevent rhe fea g'-tting in on plunging, like the fmall evaas at Otaheite ; but it had
an upright flern, about five ieet high, like fome in New Zealand ; and the upper end
of this Itern-poft was forked. The lower part of the canoe was of a white wood ;

but the upper was black, and their paddles, made of wood of the fame colour, not
above three feet long, broad at one end, and blunted. They paddled either end of the
canoe forward indifferently ; and only turned about their faces to paddle the con-
trary way.

AVe now flood off and on ; and as foon as the fliips were in a proper fliation, about
ten o'clock I ordered two boats, one of them from the Difcovery, to found the coafl:,

and to endeavour to find a' landing-place. With this view, I went in one of them
myfelf.



CAPTAIN cook's LAST VOYAGE. 651

myfelf, taking with me fuch articles to give the natives as I thought might ferve to

gain their good-wall. I had no fooner put off from the fliip, than the canoe with the

two men, which had not left us long before, paddled towards my boat ; and having come
alongfide, Mourooa flcpt into her, without being aflied, and \vithout a nioment's

hefitation.

Omai, who was with me, was ordered to inquire of him where we could land ; and
he diredted us to two different places. But I faw, with regret, that the attempt could
not be made at either place, unlefs at the rifk of having our boats filled witli water,

or even flaved to pieces. Nor were we more fortunate in our fearch for anchorage
;

for we could find no bottom till within a cable's length of the breakers. There we
met with from forty to twenty fathoms depth, over fharp coral rocks ; fo that anchor-

ing would have been attended with much more danger than landing.

While we were thus employed in reconnoitring the fhore, great numbers of the

natives thronged down upon the reef, all armed as above mentioned. Mourooa, who
was now in my boat, probably thinking that this warlike appearance hindered us from
landing, ordered them to retire back. As many of them complied, I judged he mufl
be a perfon of fome confequence among them. Indeed, if we underftood him right,

he was the King's brother. So great was the curiofity of feveral of them, that they

took to the water, and fwimming off to the boais, came on board them without referve.

Nay, we found it difficult to keep them out ; and flill more difficult to prevent them
carrying off every thing they could lay their hands upon. At length, when they
perceived that we were returning to the fhips, they all left us, except our original

vifitor Mourooa. He, though not without evident figns of fear, kept his place in my
boat, and accompanied me on board the fliip.

The cattle, and other new objcds, that prefented themfelves to him there, did not
ftrike him with fo much furprif'e as one might have expeded. Perhaps his mind was
too much taken up about his own fafety, to allow him to attend to other things. It is

certain, that he feemed very uneafy ; and the (hip, on our getting on board, happening
to be {landing off fliore, this circumftance made him the more fo. I could get but little

new information from him ; and therefore, after he had made a fliort flay, I ordered
a boat to carry him in toward the land. As foon as he got out of the cabin, he hap-

pened to ftumble over one of the goats. His curiofity now overcoming his fear, he
(lopped, looked at it, and afked Omai, what bird this was? and not receiving an
immediate anfwer from him, he repeated the qucflion to fome of the people upon
deck. The boat having conveyed him pretty near to the furf, he leaped into the fea,

and fwam afhore. He had no fooner landed, than the multitude of his countrymen
gathered round him, as if with an eager curiofity to learn from him what he had
feen ; and in this fituation they remained, when we loft fight of them. As foon as

the boat returned, we hoifted her in, and made fail from the land to the north-

ward.

Thus were we obliged to leave, unvifited, this fine ifland, which feemed capable

of fupplying all our wants.

As the inhabitants feemed to be both numerous and well fed, fuch articles of pro-

vifion as the ifland produces muft be in great plenty. It might, however, be a matter

of curiofity to know, particularly, their method of fubfiftence ; f'or our friend Mourooa
told us, that they had no animals, as hogs and dogs, both which, however, they had
heard of ; but acknowledged they had plantains, bread-fruit, and taro. The only birds

we faw, Vere fome white egg-birds, terns, and noddies 5 and one white heron, on
the fliore.

402 After
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After leaving Mangeca, on the afternoon of the 30th, we continued our courfe

northward all that night, and till noon on the 31(1 ; when we again faw land, in the

dircftion of north-eall-by-norrh, diftant eight or ten leagues ; and next morning, at

eight o'clock, we got abreaft of its north end. I fent two armed boats from the

Refolution, and one from the Difcovery, under the command of Lieutenant Gore, to

look for anchoring-ground, and a landing-place. In the mean time, we plyed up

under the ifland with the fhips.

Jult as the boats were putting off, we obferved feveral fingle canoes coming from

the Ihore. They went firft to the Difcovery, fhe being the neareft fhip. It was not

long after, when three of the caiioes came along fide of the Refolution, each conduced

by one man. They are long and narrow, and fupportcd by outriggers. The ftern

is elevated about three or four feet, fjmething like a (liip's ftern-poft. The head is

flat above, but prow-like below, and turns down at the extremity, like the end of a

violin. Some knives, beads, and other trilles, were conveyed to our vifitors ; and hey

gave us a few cocoa-nuts, upon our aiking for them. But they did not part with them

by wav of exchange for what ih^y Ij ;J received from us. For they feemed to have

no idea of bartering ; nor did they appear to cftimate any of our prefents at a high

rate.

With a little perfuafion, one of them made his canoe faft to the {hip, and came on

board ; and the other two, encouraged by his example, fooa followed him. Their

whole behaviour marked that they were quite at their eafe, and felt no fort of appre-

henfion of our detaining or ufing them ill.

After their departure another canoe arrived, conduced by a man who brought a

bunch of plantains as a prefent to me ; afking for me by name, having learnt it from

Oniai, who was fent before us in a boat with Mr. Gore. In return for this civility, I

gave him an axe, and a piece of red cloth ; and he paddled back to the fliore well

Satisfied. I afterwards underdood from Omai, that this prefent had been fent from

the King, or principal chief of the ifland.

Not long after a double canoe, in which were twelve men, came towards us. As
they drew near the Ihip, they recited fome words in concert, by way of chorus, one of

their number firft ftanding up, and giving the word before each repetition. When
they had finiflied their folemn chant, they came alongfide and afl^ed for the chief.

As foon as I (hewed myfelf, a pig and a few cocoa-nuts were conveyed up into the

fhip ; and the principal perfon in the canoe made me an additional prefent of a piece

of matting, as foon as he and his companions got on board.

Our vifitors were conduced into the cabin, and to other parts of the fhip. Some
objects feemed to ftrike them with a degree of furprife ; but nothing fixed their

attention for a moment. They were afraid to come near the cows and horfes ; nor
did they form the leaft conception of their nature. But the fheep and goats did not

furpafs the limits of their ideas ; for they gave us to underftand, that they knew them
to be birds. It will appear rather incredible, that human ignorance could ever make
fo ftrange a miftake ; there not being the moft diftant fimilitude between a flieep or

a goat and any winged animal. I made a prefent to my new friend of what I thought
might be mofl: acceptable to him ; but, on his going away, he feemed rather dif-

appointed than pleafed. I afterward underftood that he was very defirous of obtain-

ing a dog, of which animal this illand could not boaft.

The people in thefe canoes were in general of a middling fize, and not unlike thofe

of Mangeea ; though feveral were of a blacker caft than any we faw there. Their hair

was tied on the crowii of the head, or flowing loofe about the fhoulders j and though

in
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Jn feme it was of a frizzling difpofition, yet, for the moft part, that, as well as the

flraight fort, was long. Their features were various, and fome of the young men
rather handfome. Like thofe of Mangeea, they had girdles of glazed cloth, or fine

matting, the ends of which, being brought betwLxt their thighs, cover the adjoining

parts. Ornaments, compofcd of a fort of broad brafs, ftained with red, and ftrung with

berries of the night-fliade, were worn about their necks. Their ears were bored, but

not flit ; and they were punctured upon their legs, from the knee to the heel, which

made them appear as if they wore a kind of boots. They alfo refembled the inha-

bitants of Mangeea in the length of their beards, and, like them, wore a fort of fandals

upon their feet. Their behaviour was frank and cheerful, with a great deal of good-

nature.

Soon after day-break, we obferved fome canoes coming off to the fhips, and one of

them directed its courfe to the Refolution. In it was a hog, with fome plantains and

cocoa-nuts, for which the people who brought them demanded a dog from us, and

refufed every other thing that we offered in exchange. To gratify thefe people, Omai
parted with a favourite dog he had brought from England j and with this acquifition

they departed highly fatisfied.

I difpatched Mr. Gore with three boats, two from the Refolution, and one from the

Difcovery. Two of the natives, who had been on board, accompanied him, and Omai
went with him in his boat as an interpreter. The fhips being a full league from the

ifland when the boats put off, it was noon before we could work up to it. We then

faw our three boats riding at their graplings, jufl without the furf, and a prodigious

number of the natives on the fhore, abreafl of them. By this we concluded, that

Mr. Gore, and others of our people, had landed, and our impatience to know the

event may be eafily conceived. In order to obferve their motions, and to be ready to

give them fuch affiftance as they might want, and our refpeftive fituations would

admit of, I kept as near the fhore as was prudent. Some of the iflanders, now and

then, came off to the fhips in their canoes, with a few cocoa-nuts, which they exchanged

for whatever was offered to them.

Thefe occafional vifits ferved to leCTen my follcitude about our people who had

landed. Though we could get no information from our vifitors ; yet their venturing

on board feenied to imply, at leaft, that their countrymen on fhore had not made an

improper ufe of the confidence put in then>. At length, a little before fun-fet, we had

the fatisfadion of feeing the boats put off. When they got on board, I found that

Mr. Gore hirafelf, Omai, Mr. Anderfon, and Mr. Bumey, were the only pcrfons

who held landed. The tranfaftions of the day were now fully reported to me by

Mr. Anderfon : I fhall give them nearly in his words.
" Wi. rowed toward a fmali fandy beach, upon which a great number of the natives

had aflemblcd. Several of the natives fw.im off, bringing cocoa-nuts ; and Omai, with

their countrymen, whom we had with us in the boats, made them fenfible of our wilh

to land.

" Mr. Burney, the firfl lieutenant of the Difcovery, and I, went !n one canoe, a little

time before the other ; and our conductors, watchin;:^ attentively the motions of the

furf, landed us fafely upon the reef. An iflander took hold of each of us, obvioufly

with an intention to fupport us in walking over the rugged rocks to the beach, where

fevcral of the others mot us, holding the green boughs of a fpccies of minwfa in their

hands, and faluted us by applying their nofes to ours.

" We were condudcd from the beach amidfl a crowd of people, who flocked with

very eager curiofity to look at us, and would have prcveated our proceeding, had not

fome
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fonie men, ulio fecmod to have authority, dealt blows, with little diftinftlon, amongft

than, to keep them off. We were then led up an avenue of cocoa-palms ; and foon

came to a number of men, arranged in two rows, armed with clubs. After walldng

a little way amongft thcfe, we found a perfon who fcemed a chief, fitting on the

ground crofs-legged, cooling Wmfelf with a fort of triangular fan made from a leaf of

the cocoa-palm. In his cars were large bunches of beautiful red feathers ; but he

had no other mark to diftinguilh him from the reft of the people, though they all

obeyed him.
" We proceeded filll amongft the men armed with clubs, and came to a fecond chief,

who fat fanning himfelf, and ornamented as the firft. In the fame manner we were

conduced to a third chief, who feemed older than the two former. He alfo was

fitting, and adorned with red feathers ; and after faluting him as we had done the

others, ho deilred us both to fit down ; w hich we were very willing to do, being pretty-

well iatigued.

" In a few minutes, we faw, at a fmall diftance, about twenty young women,
ornamented as the chiefs, with red feathers, engaged in a dance, which they performed

to a flow and ferious air, fung by them all. We got up, and went forward to fee

them ; and though we muft have been ftrange objefts to them, they continued their

<3ance, without paying the leaft attention to us. Iheir motions and fong were per-

formed in cxaft concert. In general, they were rather ftout than flender, with black

hair flowing in ringlets down the neck, and of an olive complexion. Their eyes were

of a deep black, and each countenance expreffed a degree of complacency and

modefty, peculiar to the fex in every part of the world ; but perhaps more confpicuous

here, where nature prefented us with her produftions in the fuUeft perfeftion,

unbiaflcd in fentiment by cuftom, or unreftrained in manner by art. Their fhape and

limbs were elegantly formed ; for as their drefs confifted only of a piece of glazed

cloth faftcned about the waift, and fcarcely reaching fo low as the knees, in many we
had an opportunity of obferving every part.

" As we fuppofed the ceremony of being introduced to the chiefs was at an end, we
began to look about for Mr. Gore and Omai ; and though the crowd would hardly

fuB'er us to move, we at length found them coming up, as much incommoded by the

number of people as we had been, and introduced in the fame manner to the three

chiefs, whofe names were Otteroo, Taroa, and Fatouweera. Omai mentioned to them
our views in coming on fliore, when he was told we muft wait till next day.

" They now feemed to take fome pains to feparate us from each other ; every one.of

us having his circle, to furround and gaze at him : and when I told the chief with

whom I fat, that I wanted to fpeak to Omai, he peremptorily refufed my requeft. At
the fame time I found the people began to fteal feveral trifling things which I had in

my pocket ; and when I took the liberty of complaining to the chief of this treatment,

he juftified it. From thefe circumftances, I now entertained apprehenfions that they

might have formed the defign of detaining us amongft them.
" Mr. Burney happening to come to the place where I was, I mentioned my fufpicions

to him ; and, to put it to the teft, whether they were well founded, we attempted to

get to the beach. But we were ftopped, when about half way, by fome men, who
told us that we muft go back to the place which we had left. On coming up, we
found Omai entertaining the fame apprehenfions. But he had, as he fancied, an addi-

tional reafon for being afraid ; for he had obferved, that they had dug a hole in the
ground for an oven, which they were now heating; and he could aflign no other
reafon for this, than that they meant to roaft and eat us, as is pradifed by the

inhabitants
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inhabitants of New Zealand. Nay, he went fo far as to afk them the queftion ; at

which thoy were greatly furprized, afking, in return, whether that was a cuftom
with us ?

" In this manner we were detained the greateft part of the day, being fometimes to-

gether and fometimes leparated, but always in a crowd ; who, not fatisned with

gazing at us, frequently delired us to uncover parts of our fkin ; the fight of which
commonly produced a general murmur ot admiration. At the fame time, they did

not omit thefe opportunities of rifling our pockets ; and at laft, one of them fnatched

a fmall bayonet from Mr. Gore, which hung in its fheath by his fide.

" Upon our urging again the bufinefs we came upon, they gave us to undeiftand,

that we muft flay and eat with them ; and a pig which we faw foon after, lying

near the oven, which they had prepared and heated, removed Omai's apprehenfions

of being put into it himfelf ; and made us think it might be intended for our repaft.

The chief alfo promifed to fend fome people to procure food for the cattle ; but it

was not till pretty late hi the afternoon that we faw them return with a few plantain-

trees, which they carried to our boats. A piece of the young hog that had been

drefled, was fet before us, of which we were defircd to eat. Our appetites, however,

had failed, from the fatigue of the day ; and though we did eat a httle to pleafe them,

it was without fatisfaftion to ourfelves.

" It being now near funfet, we told them it was time to go on board. This they

allowed ; and fent down to the beach the remainder of the viQuals that had been

drefled, to be carried with us to the fliips. They put us on board our boats, with the

cocoa-nuts, plantains, and other provifions, which they had brought ; and we rowed
to the fln'ps, very well pleafed that we had at lalt got out of the hands of our trou-

blefome mafters.

" We regretted much, that our retrained fituation gave us fo little opportunity of

making obiervations on the country. For, during the whole day, we were feldom a

hundred yards from the place where we were introduced to the chiefs, on landing ;

and, confequently, were confined to the fiirrounding objefts. The firft thing

that prefcnted itlelf, worthy of our notice, was the number of people ; which muit

have been, at lead, two thoufand. For thofe who welcomed us on the fliore,

bore no proportion to the multitude we found amongfl the trees, on proceeding a

little way up.
" We could alfo obferve, that, except a few, thofe we had hitherto feen on board,

were of the lower clafs. For a great number of thofe we now met with, had a fu-

perior dignity in their air, and were of a much v;hiter cait. In general, they had

their hair tied on the crown of the head, long, black, and of a mofl luxuriant growth.

Many of the young men were perfeft models in Ihape, of a complexion as delicate

as that of the women, and to appearance, of a difpofition as amiable.

" The wife of one of the chiefs appeared with her child, laid in a piece of red cloth,

which had been prefented to her hulband ; and feemcd to carry it with great ten-

dernefs, fuckling it much after the matmer of our wouien. Another chict mtroduced

his daughter, who was young and beautiful ; but appeared with all the timidi-y na-

tural to the fex ; though Ihe gazed on us with a kind ot anxious concern, that fcemed

to flruggle with her tear, and to exprels her altoniflunent at Id unufual a fight.

Others advanced with a firmnefs, and, indeed, were lels referved than we expeded ;

but behaved with a becoming modi fly. We did not obi'ei ve any pcrional delormities

amongft cither fex j except in a few who had Icais of broad luperficijl ulcers re-

maining on the face and other parts.

4 " About
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" About a third part of the men were armed with clubs and fpears ; and probabljr,

thefe were only the pcrfons who had come from a diflance, as many of them had

finall balkcts, mats, and other things, faftcncd to the ends of tlitir weapons. The
clubs were generally about fix feet long, made of hard black wood, lance-fliaped at

the end, but much broader, with the edge nicely fcolioped, and the whole neatly

poliflied.

" What the foil of the ifland may be, farther inland, we could Hot tell. But, toward

the fea, it is nothing more than a bank of coral, ten or twelve feet high, fteep, and

rugged ; except where there are ftnali fandy beaches, at fmne clehs where the afcent

is gradual. M'hc coral, though it has, probably, been expofed to the weather for

many centuries, has undergone no farther change than becoming black on the furface
;

which, from its irregularity, is not much unlike large ma!Tes of a burnt fuhftance.

But on breaking fonie pieces off, we found that, at the (! pih of two or three inches,

it was jufl. as frefh as the pieces that had been lately th'-own upon the beach by

the waves. The reef or rock, that lines the iliore cntirel) , runs to different breadths

into the fea, where it ends all at once, and becomes like a high deep wall. It is

nearly even with the furface of the water, and of a browa or brick colour ; but the

texture is rather porous, yet fufficient to withfland the wafliing of the furt which

continually breaks upon it."

T"h.>ugh the landing of our gentlemen proved the means of enriching my journal

with the foregoing particulars, the principal objeft I had in view was, in a great mea-

fure, unattained ; for the day was fpent without getting any one thing from the

ifland worth mentioning. The natives, however, were gratified with a fight they

never before had ; and, probably, will never have again. And mere curiofity feems

to have been the chief motive for keeping the gentlemen under fuch reftraint, and
for ufing every art to prolong their continuance amongfl them.

Omai was Mr. Gore's interpreter, but that was not the only fervice he performed

this day. He was alked by the natives a great many queftions concerning us, our
fhips, our country, and the fort of arms we ufed ; and according to the account he
gave me, his anfwers were not a little upon the marvellous. As, for inftance, he

told them, that our country had fhips as large as their ifland ; on board which were
inflruments of war, (defcribing our guns) of fuch diinenfions, that feveral people

might fit w ithin them ; and that one of them was fufficient to crufli the whole ifland

at one (hot. 1 his led them to enquire of him, what fort of guns we aftually had
in our two fhips. He faid, that though they were but fmall, in comparifon with

thofe he had juft defcribed, yet, with fuch as they were, we could with the greatefl

eafe, and at the diflance the fhips were from the fhore, deftroy the ifland, and kill

every foul in it. They perfevered in their inquiries to know by what means this

could be done ? and Omai explained the matter as well as he could. He happened
luckily to have a few cartridges in his pocket : thefe he produced ; the balls, and the

gunpowder which was to fet them in motion, were fubmitted to infpeftion j and, to

lupply the defecls of his defcription, an appeal was made to the fenfes of the fpefta-

tors. It has been mentioned above, that one of the chiefs had ordered the multitude

to form themfelves into a circle. This furnifhed Omai with a convenient flage for

his exhibition. In the centre of this amphitheatre, the inconfiderable quantity of
gunpowder, coUeded from his cartridges, was properly difpofed upon the ground,
and, by means of a bit of burning wood from the oven, where dinner was drefTing,

fet on fire. The fudden blafl, and loud report, the mingled flame and fmoke, that

inftantly fucceeded, now filled the whole aflfembly with aflonifhincnt j they no longer

doubted
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doubted the (i-eincndoiis power of our weapons, and gave full credit to all that

Oniai had faid.

If it had not been for the terrible ideas they conceived of the guns of our flilps,

from this fpecimcn of their mode of operation, it was thought that they would have

detained the gentlemen all night. For Omai alfured them, that if he and his com-
panions did not return on board the fame day, they might expefl; that I would
fire upon the ifland. And as we flood in nearer the laiid in the evening, than we had
done any time before, of which pofition ot the (hips they were obferved to take great

notice, they, probably, thought we were meditating thi-> formidable attack ; and,

therefore, fuffered their gucfts to depart ; under the expcttation, however, of feeing

them again on (hore next morning. But I was too fenfible of the rifli they had already

run, to think of a repetition ot the experiment.

Omai found three of his countrymen here ; their flory is an affetting one, as related

by him. About twenty perfons had embarked on board a canoe at Otaheite, to crofs

over to the neighbouring ifland Ulietea. A violent contrary wind arifing, they could

neither reach the latter, nor get back to the former. Their intended paflage being a

very fliort one, their ftock of provifions was fcanty, and foon exhaufted. The hard-

fliips they fulTered, while driven along by the ftorm, are not to be conceived. They
palfcd many days without fuflcnance. Their numbers gradually diminiflied, worn out

by famine and fatigue. Four only furvivcd, when the canoe overfet. However, they kept
hanging by the fide of the veflel, till Providence brought thom in fight of the people

of this ifland, w ho immediately fent out canoes, and brought them afhore. Of the

four, one was fince dead. The other three ftill living, fpoke highly of the kind treat-

ment they here met with. And fo well fatisfied were they with their fituation, that

they refufed the offer made to them by our gentlemen, at Omai's requefl:, of giving,

them a paflfage on board our fhips, to reftore them to their native iflands.

The landing of our gentlemen on this ifland, though they failed in the objeft of it,

cannot but be confidered as a very fortunate circumifance. It has proved, as we have

feen, the means of bringing to our knowledge a matter of faft, not only very curious,

but very inflrudive. The application of the above narrative is obvious. It will ferve

to explain, better than a thoufand conjectures of fpeculative reafoners, how the

detached parts of the earth, and in particular how the iflands of the South Seas, may
have been firfl: peopled, efpecially thofe that lie remote from any inhabited continent,

or from each otiicr.

Light airs and calms having prevailed, by turns, all the night of the 3d of April,

the eaflerly fwel! had carried the fliips fome diitance from Wattecoo, before da)--

brcak. But as I had failed in mv object of procuring fome effectual fupply, I quitted

it without regret, and (leered for the neighbouring ifland.

With gentle breeze at eafl:, we got up with it before ten o'clock in the morning, and
1 immediately difpatchtd J\Ir. Gore, with two boats, to endeavour to get fome food for

our cattle. As there feemed to be no inhabitants here to obftruct our taking away
whatever we might think proper, our boats no fooner reached the weft fide of the

ifland, but they ventured in, and Mr. Gore and his party got fafe on fliorc. I could,

from the fliip, fee that they had fucceeded fo far ; and I immediately fent a fmall boat

to know what farther afliftance was wanting. She did not return till three o'clock in

the afternoon, having waited to take in a lading ot what ufeful produce the ifland

aftbrded. As foon as flie was cleared, flie was fent again for another cargo ; the

jolly-boat was alfo difpatched, and i\Ir. Gore was ordered to be on board, with all

the boats, before night j which was complied with.

VOL. XI. 4 p The
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The fupply obtained here, confiflcd of about a hundred cocoa-nuts for each flilp ;

we ahb got for our cattle fome grafs, and a quantity of the leaves and branches of

young cocoa-trees, and of thewharra-trce, as it is called at Otaheite.

'I'lic only birds fecn here were a beautiful cuckoo, of a chefnut brown, variegated

with black, which was fliot. And upon the fhorc, fonie egg-birds ; a hnall fort of

curlew ; blue and white herons ; and great numbers of noddies ; w hich lafl, at this

time, laid their eggs, a little further up, on the ground.

One of our people caught a lizard, of a moft forbidding afpe£l, though fmall,

running up a tree ; and many of another fort were feen. The buflies towards the

fea, were frequented by infinite numbers of a fort of moth, elegantly fpeckled with red,

black, and wiiito. There were allL) feveral other forts of motlis, as well as fome pretty

butterflies ; and a few other inlectr.

Tliough there were, at this time, no fixed inhabitants upon the ifland, indubitable

mr.rks remained of its being, at leall, occafionally frequented. In particular, a few

empty huts were found. In one of them, Mr. Gore left a hatchet, and fome nails, to

the full value of what we took away.

As foon as the boats were hoilled in, I made fail again to the northward. Although
Hervey's ifland, difcovered in 1773, was not above fifteen leagues difl;ant, yet we did

not get fight of it till day-break in the morning. As we drew near it, at eight o'clock,

we obferved feveral canoes put oiT toward tlie fliips. This was a fight that, indeed,

furpriCfd me, as no figns of inhabitants were feen when the ifland was firfl difcovered

;

which might be owing to a pretty briflc wind that then blew, and prevented their

canoes venturing out, as the fliips palTed to leeward ; whereas now we were to

windward.

As we kept on toward the ifland, fix or feven of the canoes, all double ones, foon

came near us. There were from three to fix men in each of them. They flopped at

the difl:ance of about a flione's throw from the fliip ; and it was fome time before Omai
could prevail upon them to come alongfide ; but no entreaties could induce any of
them to venture on board. Indeed, their diforderly and clamorous behaviour by no
raeans indicated a difpofition to truft us, or treat us well. We afterwards learnt, that

they had attempted to take fome oars out of the Difcovery's boat that lay alongfide,

and ftruck a man who endeavoured to prevent them. They alfo cut away, with a ihel!,

a net with meat, which hung over that fliip's ftern, and abfolutely refufed to reflore it
j

though we afterwards purchafedit of them. Thofe who were about our fliip, behaved
in the fame daring manner ; for they made a fort of hook, of a long flick, with which
they endeavoured, openly, to rob us of feveral things ; and, at lail, aftually got a freck

belonging to one of our people, that was towing over-board. At the fame time, they

immediately fliewed a knowledge of bartering, and fold fome fifh they had (amongft
which was an extraordinary flounder, fpotted like porphyry ; and a cream-coloured
eel, fpotted with black) for fmall nails, of which they were immoderately fond, and
called them goore. But they caught, with the greatelt avidity, bits of paper, or any
thing elfe that was thrown to them ; and if what was thrown fell into the fea, they made
no fcruple to fwim after it.

Thele people feemed to differ as much in perfon, as in difpofition, from the natives

of Wateeoo ; though the diftance between the two iflands is not very great. Their
colour was of a deeper call ; and feveral had a fierce, rugged afpeft, refembling the
natives of New Zealand. The (hell of a pear-oyfher polifhed, hung about the neck,
-was the only ornamental fafhion that we obferved amongft them j for not one of

theni
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ihem had adopted that mode of ornament, fo generally prevalent amongfl; the natives

of tiiis ocean, of punduring, or tatooing their bodies.

Ihough fingular in this, we had the moft unequivocal proofs of their being of the

fame common race. Their language approached ftill nearer to the dialect of Otahcite

than that of Wateeoo, or Mangcea. Like the inhabitants of thefe two ifiands, they

inquired from whence our fliips came, and whither bound; who was our chief ; the

number of our men on board ; and even the fliip's name.

Having but very little wind, it was one o'clock before we drew near the north-wefl:

part of the illand; when I fcnt Lieutenant King, with two armed boats, to found and

reconnoitre the coaft, while we flood oiF and on with the fiiips. The inftant the

boats were hoifted out, our vifitors in the canoes, who had remained alongfide all the

while, bartering their little trifles, fufpcndcd their traflic, and pulhing for the fhore as

fall as they could, came near us no more.

At three o'clock, the boats returned ; and Mr. King informed me, " that there

was no anchorage for the fliips ; and that the boats could only land on the outer edge

of the reef, which lay about a quarter of a mile from the dry land. lie faid, that a

number of the natives came down upon the reef, armed with long pikes and clubs,

as if they intended to oppofe his landing. And yet when he drew near enough, they

threw fome cocoa-nuts to our people, and invited them to come on fhore ; though,

at the very fame time, he obfcrved that the wotnen were very bufy bringing down a

frefli fupply of fpears and darts. But, as he had no motive to land, he did not give

them an opportunity to uie them."

If I had been fo fortunate as to have procured a fupply of water, and of grafs, at any

of the iflands we had lately vifited, it was my purpofe to have flood back to the fouth,

till I had met with a wefterly wmd. But the certain confequence of doing this, without

fuch a fupply, would have been the lofs of all the cattle, before we could pofTibly reach

Otaheite, without gaining one advantage, with regard to the great objed of our voyage.

I therefore determined to bear away for the Friendly Iflands, where I was fare of

meeting with abundance of every tiling I wanted.

April the 7th, I fleered wefc-by-fouth, with a fine breeze eafterly. I propofed to

proceed firfl to Middleburg, or Eooa ; thinking, if the wind continued favourable,

that we had food enough on board for the cattle, to lafi: till we fliould reach that ifland.

But, about noon, next day, thofe faint breezes, that had attended and retarded us fo

long, again returned ; and I found it neceflary to haul more to the north, to get into

the latitude of Palmerflone's and Savage iflands, difcovered in 1774, during my laft

voyage ; that if neceflity required it, we might have recourfe to them.

This day, in order to fave our water, I ordered tlie flili to be kept at work, from

fix o'clock in the morning to four in the afternoon ; during which time, we pro-

cured from thirteen to fixteen gallons of frcfli water. There has been lately made
fonie improvement, as they are pleafcd to call it, of this machine, which, in my opinion,

is much for the worfe.

At length, at daybreak, in the morning of the 13th, we faw Palmcrflone ifland,

bearing wefl-by-fouth, diflant about five leagues. However, we did not get up with

it, till eight o'clock the next morning. I then fcnt four boats, three from the Rcfolu-

tion, and one from the Difcovery, with an officer in each, to foarch the coall for the

moll convenient landing-place. For, now, we were under an abfohite neceflity of

procuring from this ifland, fome food for the cattle ; otherwife we nHifl have lofl

them.

4 r 2 . 'I'he
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The boats firft examined the fouth-eafl^^rnmoft part, and failing there, ran down
to the call, where we had the fatisfaftion to fee them land. This place is not

inhabited.

About one o'clock, one of the boats came on board, laden with fcurvy-grafs and

yoimg cocoa-nut trees; which, at this time, was a feafl: for the cauie. The lame boat

brought a meflage from ^(r. Gore, informing me, that there was plenty of fuch pro-

duce upon the illand. Before evening, I went afliore in a fmall boat, accompanied by

Captain Gierke.

We found every bodv hard at work, and the landing-place to be in a fmall creek.

Upon the buflies that front the fea, or even farther in, we found a great number of

men-of-war birds, tropic birds, and two forts of boobies, which, at this time, were

laying their eggs, and I'o tame, that they iuffered us to take ihem oil' with our hands.

At one part of the reef, which looks into, or bounds, the lake that is within,

there was u large bed of coral, almofl even with the furfacc, which afforded, perhaps,

one of the molt enchanting profpeds that nature has any where produced. Its bale

was fixed to the (hore, but reached fo far in, that it could not be fcen ; fo that it

feemed to be fufpendcd in the water, which deepened fo fuddenly, that, at the ditlance

of a few yards, there might be feven or eight fathoms. The fea was, at this lime,

quite unruffled ; and the fun fhining bright, expofed the various forts of coral, in the

mod beautiful order. But the appearance of thefe was dill inferior to that of the

multitude of fifhcs that glided gently along, fecmingly with the nioft perfed fecurity.

The colours of the difFcrent forts were the molt bcau:iful that can be imagined
;
yellow,

blue, red, black, &c. far exceeding any thing that art can produce.

There were no traces of inhabitants having ever l)ecn here ; if we except a fmall

piece of a canoe that was found upon the beach, which, probably, may have drifted

from fome other ifland. But what is rather extraordinary, we faw feveral fmall brown
rats on this fpot ; a circumftance, perhaps, difficult to account for, unlefs we allow

that they were imported in the canoe of which we faw the remains.

After the boats were laden, I returned on board, leaving Mr. Gore, with a

party, to pafs the night on fliore, in order to be ready to go to work early the next

morning.

That day was accordingly fpent, as the preceding one had been, in collecting, and
bringing on board, food for the cattle. Having got a fufficient fupply by funfet, I

ordered every body on board. But having little or no wind, I determined to wait, and
to employ the next day, by endeavouring to get fome cocoa-nuts for our people from
the next ifland to leeward, where we could obferve that thofe trees were in much
greater abundance than where we had already landed.

With this view I kept Handing off and on all night ; and, in the morning, between
eight and nine o'clock, 1 went with the boats to the weft-fide of the ifland, and landed

with little difficultv. I immediately fet the people with me to woz'k to gather cocoa-

nuts, which we found in great abundance. Omai, who was with me, caught, with a

fcoop-net, in a very (hort time, as much fifh as ferved the whole party on fhore for dinner,

befides fending fome to both (hips. Here were alfo great abundance of birds, parti-

cularly men- or-war and tropic birds; fo that we fared fumpiuoufly. And it is but

doing juftice to Omai to fay, that, in thefe excurfions to the uninhabited iflands, he
was of the greatcft ufe. For he not only caught the fii'h, but dreffcd thefe, and the

birds we killed, in an oven with heated (tones, after the fafhion of his country, with

a dexterity and good -humour that did him great credit.

We
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We found this iflot near a half larger than the other, and almofl entirely covered

with cocoa-palms. A young turtle had been lately thrown afhore here, as it was ftill

full of maggots. "We found fome fcorpions, a few other infeds, and a great number
of fifli upon the reefs. Aniongft thefe were fome large eels, beautifully fpotted, which,

when followed, would raife themfelves out of the water, and endeavour, with an open
niouth. to bile their purfuers. The other forts were chiefly parrot-fifli, fnappers, and
a brown fpotted rock-fifli, about the fize of a haddock, fo tame, that, inftead of
fwimming away, it would remain fixed, and gaze at us. Had we been in abfolute

want, a fufficient fupply might have been had ; for thoufands of the clams, already

mentioned, fluck upon the reef, fome of which weighed two or three pounds. There
were, befides, fome other forts of fhell-fifli

;
particularly the large periwinkle. When

the tide flowed, feveral fharks came in over the reef, fome of which our people killed j

but they rendered it rathtr dangerous to walk in the water at that time.

Upon the whole, we did not fpcnd our time unprofitably at this lad iflot ; for we
got there about twelve hundred cocoa-nuts, which were equally divided amongft the

whole crew.

The nine or ten low iflots, comprehended under the name of Palmerflon's ifland,

may be reckoned the heads or fummits of the reef of coral rock, that connects them
together, covered only with a thin coat of fand, yet clothed, as already obferved, with

trees and plants, mofl of which are of the fame forts that are found on the low grounds
of the high iflands of this ocean.

The heat, which had been great for about a month, became now much more dif-

agreeable in this clofe rainy weather; and, iVom the moifture attending it, threatened

foon to be noxious ; as the fliips could not be kept dry, nor the fl<.uttles open for the

fea. However, it is remarkable enough, that though the only refrelhment we had

received fince leaving the Cape of Good Hope, was that at New Zealand ; there was
not, yet, a fmgle perfon on board fick, from the conftant ufe of fait food, or viciffi-

tude ot climate.

In the night between the 24th and 25th we pafled Savage ifland, which I had dif-

covercd in 1774. I fleered for thefouth, and then hauled up for Annamooka. The
weather being fqually, with rain, 1 anchored, at the approach of night, in fifteen fa-

thoms water, over a bottom of coral-fand and flielis ; Komango bearing north-weft,

about two leagues diltant.

Soon after we anchored, two canoes, the one with four, and the other with three

men, paddled towards us, and came alongfide without the leaft hefitation. They
brought fome cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit plantains, and fugar-cane, w^hich they bartered

with us for nails.

Next morning, at four o'clock, I fent Lieutenant King, with two boats, to Komango,
to procure refreflnnents ; and at five, made the fignal to weigh, in order to ply up to

Annamooka, the wind being unfavourable at nortii-weft.

It was no fooner day-light, than we were vifited by fix or feven canoes from different

iflands, bringing with them, befides fruits and roots, two pigs, feveral fowls, fome

large wood-pigeons, fmall rails, and large violet-coloured coots. All thefe they ex-

changed with us for beads, nails, hatches, Sec. They had alfo other articles of com-

merce, fuch as pieces of their cloth, fifh-hooks, fmull balkets, niufical reeds, and

fome clubs, fpears, and bows. But 1 ordered that no curiofuies flunild be purchaied,

till the fliips fliould be fupplied with provifions, and leave given for that purpole.

Knov, ing, alfo, from experience, that, if all our people might trade with the natives,

according to their own caprice, perpetual quarrels would enfuCj I ordered that parti-

8 cular
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ciilar pcrfons fhould manage the traflk both on board and on flioro, prohibitinjr all

others to interfere. Before mid-day, Mr. King's boat returned with feven hogs, Ibme

fowls, a quantity of fruit and roots forourfclves, and fome grals f»r the cattle. His

party was very civilly treated at Komango. The inhabitants did not foeiu to be nu-

merous ; and their huts, which Rood clofe to each other, within a plantain walk, wei-e

but indifferent. Not far from them was a pretty large pond of frefli water, tolerably

pood ; but there was not any appearance of a ilream. With Mr. King came on board

the chief of the ifland, nained Tooboulangce ; and another whofe name was 'I'aipa.

1 hey brought with them a hog, as a prefcnt to me, and promifed more the next

day.

Tooboulangce and Taipa kept their promife, and brought off" to me fome hogs.

Several others were alfo procured by bartering, from different caaocs that followed

us ; and as much fruit as we could well manage.

At four o'clock next morning, I ordered a boat to be hoiflied out, and fent the

maftcr to found the fouth-weft fide of Annamooka. For his report I determined to

anchor on the north-fide of the ifland, where, during my laft voyage, I had found a

place fit both for watering and landing ; we reached it that afternoon.

Thus I refumed the very fame flaiion which I had occupied when I vifited Anna-

mooka three years before ; and probably, almoft in the fame place where Talman,

the firft difcovercr of this, and fome of the neighbouring iflands, anchored in 1643.

Ihe following day I went afliore, accompanied by Captain Gierke. Toobou, the

chief of the ifland, conducted me and Omai to his houfe. We found it fituated on a

pleafant fpot, in the centre of his plantation. A fine grafs-plot furrounded it, which,

he gave us to underffand, was for the purpofe of cleaning their feet, before they went

within doors. 1 had nor, before, obfervcd fuch an inffance of attention to cleanlinefs

at any of the places I had vifited in this ocean. While we were on fliore, we procured

a few hogs, and fome fruit, by bartering ; and, before we got on board again, the

ffiipswere croudcd with the natives. Few of them coming empty-handed, every ne-

ceffar)' refrefhment was now in the greatefl plenty.

I landed again in the afternoon, with a party of marines ; and, at the fiime time,

the horfes, and fuch of the cattle as were in a weakly fl:ate, were fent on fliore. Every

thing being fettled to my fatisfaftion, I returned to the ffiip at funfet, leaving the com-
mand upon the ifland to Mr. King. Taipa, who was now become our iaff; friend,

and who feemed to be the only adive perfon about us, in order to be near our party

in the night, as wellas the day, had a houfe brought, on men's fliouldei's, a full

quarter of a mile, and placed clofe by the flied which our party occupied.

Next day. May 3d, our various operations on fliore began. Some were employed

in making hay for cattle ; others in filling our water-caflvS at the neighbouring ffagnant

pool ; and a third party in cutting wood. In the evening, before the natives retired

from our poff:, Taipa harangued them for fome time. We could only guefs at the

fubjeft ; and judged, that he was inftrudling them how to behave towards us, and
encouraging them to bring the produce of the ifland to market. We experienced the

good eff^efts of his eloquence in the plentiful fupply of provifions which, next day, we
received.

Nothing worth notice happened on the 4th and 5th, except that, on the former of

thefe days, the Difcovery loft her fmall bower anchor, the cable being cut in two by
the rocks. This misfortune made it neceflary to examine the cables of the Refolution,

which were found to be unhurt.

On
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On the 6th, wc were vifited by a great chief from Tongataboo, vvhofe name was

Feenou, and whom I'aipa was picafed to introduce to us as King of all the Friendly

ifles. All the natives paid their obeifance to him, by bowing their heads as low as his

feet, the folc of which they alfo touched with each hand, firft with the palm, and then

with the back part. There could be little room to fufpecl that a perfon received with

fo much refpeft, could be any thing lefs than the King.

In the afternoon, I went to pay this great man a vifit, having firfl received a prefent

of two fifli from him, brought on board by one of his fervants. As foon as I landed,

he came up to me. He appeared to be about thirty years of age, tall, but thin, and

had more of the European features than any I had yet feen here. After a fliort (lay,

our new vifitor and five or fix of his attendants, accompanied me on board. I gave

fuitable prcfents to them all, and entertained them in fuch a manner, as I thought would

be mofl: agreeable.

In the evening I attended them on fhore in my boit, into which the chief ordered

three hogs to be put, as a return for the prefents he had received from me.
The Difcovery having found again her fmail bower anchor, fhifted her birth on the

yth -, but not before her beft bower cable had fhared the fate of the other. This day,

I had the company of I'eenou at dinner ; and alfo the next day, when he was attended

by Taipa, Toobou, and fome other chiefs. It was remarkable, that none but Taipa

was allowed to fit at table with him, or even to cat in his prcfcnce. I own that I con-

fidcred Feenou as a very convenient gueft, on account of this etiquette. For, before

his arrival, I had generally a larger company than I could well find room for.

The firit day of our arrival at Annamooka, one of the natives had ftolen, out of the

fhip, a large junk axe. I now applied to Feenou to exert his authority to get it re-

ftored to me ; and fo implicitly was he obeyed, that it was brought on board while we
were at dinner. Tlicfe people gave us very frequent opportunities of remarking what

expert thieves they were. Even fome of the chiefs did not think this profeffion beneath

them. On the 9th, one of them was dcteded carrying out of the fliip, concealed under

his clothes, the bolt belonging to the fpun yarn winch ; for which I fentenced him to

receive a dozen lafhes, and kept him confined till he paid a hog for his liberty. After

this, we were not troubled with thieves of rank. Their fervants, or flavcs, however,

were ftill employed in this dirty work ; and upon them a flogging feemed to make no

greater imprcflion than it would have done upon the main-maft. When any of them

happened to be caught in the ad, their maflers, far from interceding for them, would

often advife us to kill them. As this was a punifliment we did not chufe to inflifl, they

generally efcaped without any punifhment at all ; for tlicy appeared to us to be equally

infenfible of the (liamc and of the pain of corporal chaltifement. Captain Gierke, at

laft, hit upon a mode of treatment, which, we thought, had fome effecl. lie put theni

under the hands of the barber, and completely fliaved their heads ; thus pointing them

out as objc(5ls of ridicule to their countrymen, and enabling our people to deprive them

of future opportunities for a repetition of their rogueries, by keeping them at a

diftancc.

Finding that we had quite exhaufled the ifland of almofl: every article of food that

it afforded, I employed the i ith'in moving off, from the fliore, the horfes, obferva-

torics, and other things that we had landed, as alfo the party of marines who had

mounted guard at our llation, intending to f^iil as foon as the Difcovery fhould have

recovered her beft bower anchor. Feenou, underftanding that I meant to proceed di-

redly to Tongataboo, importuned me ftrongly to alter this plan, to which he exprefled

9 us
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as much nvcrficn as if lie had foinr particular intcnfl to promote by diverting me from

it. In preference to it, he warmly recommended an illand, or rather a group of

iflands, called Ilapaec, lyinj^ to the north-calt. There, he aifured us, we could be

fupplied plentifully with every refreflimcnr, in the cafieil manner ; and, to add weight

to his advice, he engaged to attend us thither in perfon. He carried his point with

me ; and Hapaee was made choice of for our next flation. As it had never been

vifited by any European (hips, the examination of it became an object with me.

The 12th and the 13th, were fpent in attempting the recovery of Captain Gierke's

juichor, which, after much trouble, was happily accomplifhed ; and on the 14th, in

the morning, we got under fail, and left Annamooka.

This illand is fomevviiat higher than the other fniall ifles that furround it ; but, flill

it cannot be admitted to the rank of thofe of a moderate height, fuch as Mangeea and

VVatceoo.

Befides walking frequently up into the country, which we were permitted to do

without interruption, we fometimes amufed ourfelves in fhooting wild ducks, not un-

like the widgeon, which are very numerous upon the fait lake, and the pool where we
got our water.

To the north and north-eafl of Annamooka, and in the direfl track to Hapaee, whi-

ther we were now bound, the fea is fprinklcd with a great number of finall ifles.

At four o'clock in the afternoon being the length of Kotoo, the wcflernmoft of the

above clufter of fmall iflands, we fleered to the north, leaving Toofoa and Kao on our

larboard, keeping along the weft fide of a reef of rocks, which lie to the weftward of

Kotoo, till we came to their northern extremity, round which we hauled in for the

ifland.

We had, in the afternoon, been within two leagues of Toofoa, thefmoak of which

we faw feveral times in the day. The Friendly iflanders have fome fuperftitious no-

tions about the volcano upon it, which they call koliefeea, and fay it is an otooa, or

divinity. According to their account, it fometimes throws up very large Rones ; and

they compare the crater to the fize of a fmall iflot, which has never ceafed fmoaking

in their memory ; nor have they any tradition that it ever did.

At day-break the next morning, being then not far from Kao, which is a vaft rock

of a conic figure, we fteered to the eaft, for the paflage between the iflands Footooha

and Hafaiva, with a gentle breeze at fouth-eaft. About ten o'clock, Feenou came on
board, and remained with us all day. He brought with him two hogs and a quantity

of fruit ; and, in the courfe of the day, feveral canoes, from the different iflands,

came round us, to barter quantities of the latter article, which was very acceptable,

as our ftock was nearly expended.

In the courfe of this night we could plainly fy:e flames iifuing from the volcano upon
Toofoa, though to no great height.

At day-break in the morning of the i6th, with a gentle breeze at fouth-eaft, we
fteered north-eaft for Hapaee, which was now in fight. I'he wind fcanting upon us,

we could not fetch the land ; fo that we were forced to ply to windward.

On the 17th, I difpatched ajDoat to look for anchorage. A proper place was foon

found ; and we came-to abreaft of a reef, being that which joins Lefooga to Foa.
By the time we had anchored, the fliips were filled with the natives. They brought

from the fhore hogs, fowls, fruit, and roots, which they exchanged for hatchets,

knives, nails, beads, and cloth. I went on fliorc, accompanied by Oinai and Feenou,
landing at the north part of Lefooga, a little to the right of the fhip's ftation.

The
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The chief conducled me to a hut, fituated clofe to the fea-beach, which I had L>tn

brought thither, but a few minutes before, for our reception. In this Feenou, Omai,
and myfeU, were featcd. The other chiefs, and the multitude, compofed a circle, on
the outfide, fronting us ; and they alfo fat down. 1 was then afked, How long I

intended to (lay ? On my faying, Five days ; Taipa was ordered to come and fit by
me, and proclaim this to the people. He then harangued them, in a fpeech moftly

didated by Feenou. The purport of it, as I learnt from Omai, was, that they were
all, both old and young, to look upon me as a friend, who intended to remain with

them a few daysj that during my flay, they muff not fleal any thing, nor moleft me
any other way ; and that it was expecled they fliould bring hogs, fowls, fruit, &c. to the

fliips, where tiiey would receive, in exchange for them, fuch and fuch things, which
he enumerated. Soon after Taipa had liniliied his addrefs to the aflemblv, Feenou left

us. Taipa then took occafion to fignify to me, that it was necelTary I fliould make a

prefent to the chief of the ifland, whofe name was Earoupa. I was not unprepared
for this ; and gave him fuch ai tides as far exceeded his expectation. My liberality

to him brought upon me demands of the fame kind, from two chiefs of other ifles

who were prefent, and from Taipa hinifelf. When Feenou returned, which was im-

mediately after I had made the lafl; of thefe prefents, he pretended to be angry with

Taipa for fuSering me to give away fo nmch ; but I looked upon tliis as mere finefle

;

being confident that he ad:ed in concert with the others. He now took his feat again,

and ordered Earoupa to fit by him, and to harangue the people as Taipa had done,

and to the fame purpofe ; dictating, as before, the heads of the fpeech.

Thefe ceremonies being performed, the chief, at my requeft, conduced me to three

ftagnant pools of frefli water, as he was pleafed to call it : and, indeed, in one of

thefe the water was tolerable, and .the fituation not inconvenient for filling our cafks.

After viewing the watering-place, we returned to our former ftation, where I found a

baked hog and fome yams, fmoaking hot, ready to be carried on board for my dinner.

I invited Feenou and his friends to partake of it ; and we embarked for the fliip ;

but none but himfelf fat down with us at the table. After dinner I conducled them on
fhore ; and, before I returned on board, the chief gave me a fine large turtle, and a

quantity of yams. Our fupply of provifions was copious ; for, in the courfe of the

day, we got, by barter, alongfide the (hip, about twenty fmall hogs, befide fruit and
roots.

Next morning early, Feenou, and Omai, who fcarcely ever quitted the chief, and

now flept on fliore, came on board. I'he object of the vifit was to require my pre-

fence upon the ifland. After fome time, I accompanied them ; and, upon landing,

was conduced to the fame place where I had been fcated the day before ; and where

I faw a large concourfe of people already aflemblcd. I gucflTcd that foinething more
than ordinary was in agitation ; but could not tell what, nor could Omai inform me.

I had not long been feated, before near a hundred of the natives appeared in fight,

and advanced, laden with yams, bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa-nuts, and fugar-canes.

They dcpcfited their burdens, in two heaps, or piles, upon our left, being the fide they

came from. Soon after arrived a number of others from the right, bearing the

fame kind of articles ; which were collected into two piles upon that fide. To thefe

were tied two pigs, and fix fowls ; and to thofe, upon the left, fix pigs, and two

turtles. Earoupa featcd himfelf before the feveral articles upon the left ; and another

chief before thofe upon tiie right ; they being, as I judged, the two chilis who had

colleded them, by order of Feenou, who feemcd to be as implicitly obeyed here, as

VOL. XI. .; '' he
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he had been at Annamooka ; and, in conf^qii'^nce of Iiis commanding!; fuperlority over

the cliicfi of Hapace, had laid this tax upon them for th'j pr'-^f:nt occafi-.n.

As foon as ihis munificent coileftion of provifions was laid down in order, and dif-

pofcd to the bed advantage, the bt-arers of it joined the muliitude, who formed a large

circle round the whole. Prefently after a number of men entered this circle, or area,

before us, armed with clubs, made of the green branches of the cocoa-nut tree.

Thefe paraded about for a few minutes, and tlien retired ; the one half to one fide,

aiid the other half to the other fide, feating thcinl'clves before the fpedators. Soon

after, they fuccefllvely entered the liils, and entertained us with finglc combats. One
champion, rifmg up and Itepping forward from one fide, challenged thofe of the orher

fide, by exprtflive geflures, more than by words, to fend one of their body to oppofe

him. If the challenge was accepted, which was generally the cafe, the two combatants

put themfelves in proper attitudes, and then began the engagement, which continued

till one or other owned himfelf conquered, or till th.ir weapons were broken. As
foon as each combat was over, the viclor fquatted himfelf down facing the chief, then

rofe up and retired. At the fame time fome old men, who feemed to fit as judges,.

gave their plaudit in a few words ; and the multitude, efpecially thofe on the fide to

which the vidlor belonged, celebrated the glory he had acquired, in two or three

huzzas.

This entertainment was now and then fufpcnded for a few minutes. During thefe

intervals there were both wreftling and boxing matches. The firfl were performed

in the fame manner as at Otahcite ; and the fecond differed very little from the method
praftifed in England. But what ftruck us with the moft furprife was, to fee a couple

of lufly wenches ftep forth, and begin boxing, without the lead ceremony, and with

as much art as the men. This conteft, however, did not lad above half a minute,

before one of them gave it up. The conquering heroine received the fame applaufe

from the fpeftators, which they bellowed upon the fuccefsful combatants of the other

fex. We expreffed fome diflike at this part of the experiment ; which, however, did

not prevent two other females from entering the lifts. They feemed to be girls of
fpirit, and would certainly have given each other a good drubbing, if two old women
had not intcrpofed to part them. All thele combats were exhibited in the midfl

nf at leaft three thoufand people, and were conduced with the greateft good-humour
on all fides.

As foon as thefe diverfions were ended, the chief told me, that the heaps of pro-

vifions on our right hand were a prefent to Omai ; and that thofe on our left hand,

being about two-thirds of the whole quantity, were given to me. He added, that I

-might take them on board whenever it was convenient ; but that there would be no
occafion to fet any of our people as guards over them, as I might be allured, that not

a fingle cocoa-nut would be taken away by the natives. So it proved : for I left every

thing behind, and returned to the fhip to dinner, C:;rrying the chief with me ; and
when the provifions were removed on board, in the afternoon, not a fingle article was
miffing. There was as much as loaded four boats ; and I could not but be ftruck with

the munificence of Feenou ; for this prefent far exceeded any I had ever received from
any of the fovereigns of the various illands I had vifitcd in the Pacific Ocean. I loft

no time in convincing our friend, that I was not infenfible of his liberality ; for, before
he quitted my fhip, I beftowed upon him fuch of my commodities as J guefled were
moft valuable in his eftimation. And the return I made was fo much to his fatisfaiftion,

that, as foon as he got on fliore, he left me ftill indebted to him, by fending me a frefti

prefent.
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pTL-fent, confifting of two large hogs, a confiderable quantity of cloth, and fome
yams.

Feenoii had cxprenTed a dcfire to fee the marines go through the military cxercife.

As I was dcfirous to gratify his curiofity, I ordered them all alhore, from both fliips, in

the morning. After they had performed various evolutions, and fired feveral volleys, with

which the numerous btidy ol Ipedators feemed well pleafed, the chief entertained us in his

turn with an exhibition, which, as was acknowledged by us all, w^as performed with a
liexterity and exadnefs far furpafling the fpecimcn we had given of our militarv

manoeuvres. It was a kind of dance fo entirely different from any thing I had ever

feen, that 1 fear, I can give no delcription that will convey any tolerable idea of it to

my readers. It was performed by men ; and one hundred and five perfons bore their

p;u-is in it. Each of them had in his hand an inftrument neatly made, fhaped fome-

what like a paddle, of two feet and a half in length, vviih a fmall handle and a thin

blade; fo that they were .very light. With thefe inllruments, they made many and
various flourifhcs, each of which was accompanied with a different movement. As
firft, the performers ranged themfelves in three lines ; and, by various evolutions, each

n-^an changed his ftation in fuch a manner, that thofe who had been in the rear came
into the front. Nor did they remain long in the fame pofition ; but thefe changes

were made by pretty quick tranfitions. At one time, they extended themfelves in one
line ; they then formed into a femicircle ; and laftly, into two fquare columns. While
this lafl movement was executing, one of them advanced, and performed aa antic

dance before me ; with which the whole ended.

The mufical iullruinents confided of two drums, or rather two hollow logs of wood,

from which fome varied notes were produced, by beating on them with two flicks.

It did nut, however, appear to me, that the dancers were much aihiLd by thefe founds,

but by a chorus of vocal mufic, in which all the performers joined at the fame time.

Their fung was not deftitute of pleafiug melody ; and all their corrcfponding motions

were exLCUieJ with fo much fkill, that the numerous body of dancers feemed to acl

as if they were one great machine. It was the opinion of every one of us, that fuch a

performance would have met with univerfal applaufe on an European theatre ; and

it fo far exceeded any attempt we had made to entertain them, that they feemed to

pique themfelves upon the fupcriority they had over us. As to our mufical inftru-

nents, they held none of them in the leaft elteem, except the drum ; and even that

they did not think equal to their own. Our french-horns in particular, feemed to be

held in great contempt ; for neither here, nor at any other of the iflands, would they

pay the finallcft attention to them.

In order to give them a more favourable opinion of Englifii amufements, and to

leave their minds fully imprcflcd with the dcepcft fenfe of our fuperior attainments,

I directed fome fire-works to be got ready ; and, after it was dark, played them ofl'in

the prel'ence of Feenou, the other chiefs, and a vafl concourfe of their people. Our
water and fky-rockets, in particular, pleafed and aflonilhed them beyond all conception

;

and the fcale was now turned in our f^ivour.

This, however, feemed only to furnifli them with an additional motive to proceed to

frefh exertions of their very fingular dexterity ; and our fire-works were no fooner

ended than a fucceflion of dances began. As a prelude to them, a band of nuifij,

or chorus of eighteen men, feated themfelves before us, in the centre of the circle.

Four or five of this bajid had pieces of large bamboo, from three to five or fix feet

long; the upper end open, but the other end clofed by one of the joints. With this

tlofe end, the performers kept conflantly (Iriking the ground, though flowly, thus pro-

4 Q 2 ducing
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duciir:^ difTcrent notes, according to the different lengths of the inflruments, but all of

thtiii of the hollow or bafs fort ; to countoracl which a pcrfon kept ftriking quickly, and

with two iHckj;, a piece of the fame fubftancc fplir, and hid along the ground, and, by

that means, furnilhing a tone as acute, as thofe produced by the others were grave.

The red of the band, as well as thofe who performed upon the bamboos, fung a flow

and fuft air, which fo tempered the harflier notes of the above iuflrunK-nts, thai no by-

flander, however accuftomed to hear the moft pcrfcci: and varied modulation of fweet

founds, could avoid confelling the valt power and pleafing effect of this fnnple harmony.

Soon after they had fmiflied, nine women exhibited themfclvcs, and fat down front-

ing the hut w here the chief was. A man then rofe, and ftruck the fint of thefe

women on the back, with both fids joined. He proceeded, in the fame manner, to the

fecond and third; but when he came to the fourth, whether from accident or defign

I cannot tell, inltead of the back, he druck her on the bread. Upon this, a pedon

rofe indantly from the crowd, who brought him to the ground with a blow on the

head ; and he was carried oft' without the lead noife or diforder. But this did not fave

the other five women from fo odd a difcipline, or perhaps neceffary ceremony ; for a

perfon fucceeded him, who treated them in the fame manner. Their difgrace did not

end here ; for when they danced, they had the mortification to find their performance

twice difapproved of, and were obliged to repeat it.

The place where the dances were performed, was an open fpace amongd the trees,

jud by the fea, with lights, at fmall intervals, placed round the infide of the circle.

The concourfe of people, fome of our gentlemen faid, might be about five thoufand

perfons ; others thought there were more j but that they who reckoned there were

fewer, probably came heai-er to the truth.

Curiofity, on both fides, being now fufficiently gratified, by the exhibition of the

various entertainments I have defcribed, I began to have time to look about me. Ac*
cordingly, next day, I took a walk into the ifland of Lefooga, of which I was defirous

to obtain fome knowledge. I found it to be in feveral refpects fuperior to Annamooka.
The plantations were more numerous, and more extenfive. In many places, indeed,

toward the fea, efpecially on the ead fide, the country is dill wade , owing, perhaps,

to the fandy foil : as it is much lower than Annamooka, and its furrounding ifles.

But towards the middle of the ifland, the foil is better ; and the marks of confiderable

population, and of improved cultivation, were very confpicuous. For we met here

with very large plantations, inclofcd in fuch a manner, that the fences running parallel

to each,other, form fine fpacious public roads, that would appear ornamental in coun-

tries where rural conveniences have been carried to the greated perfedion. We
obferved large fpots covered with the paper-mulberry trees ; and the plantations, in

general, were well docked with fuch roots and fruits as are the natural produce of the

ifland. To thefe I made fome addition, by fowing the feeds of Indian corn, melons,

pumpkins, and the like.

The ifland is not above feven miles long ; and, In fome places, not above two or

three broad. The ead fide of it, which is expofed to the trade-wind, has a reef

running to a confiderable breadth from it, on which the fea breaks with great violence.

When I returned from my excurfion into the country, and went on board to dinner, I

found a large failing canoe fad to the fliip's dern. In this canoe was Latooliboula,whom I

had fetn at Tongataboo during my lad voyage ; and who was then fuppofed by us to be
the King of that ifland. He fat in the canoe with all that gravity by which he was fo

remarkably didinguiflied at that time; nor could I, by any intreaties, prevail upon him now
to come into tlie fhip. Many of the iflanders were prefent j and they all called himArekee,

which
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which fignifies King. I had never heard any one of them give this title to Feenou,
however extenfive his authority over them, both here and at Annamooka, had ap-

peared to be ; which had all along inclined me to fufpcct, that he was not the King

;

though his friend Taipa had taken pains to make me believe he was. LatooUboula

remained under the flcrn till the evening, when he retired in his canoe to one of the

illands. Fccnou was on board my fliip at the fame time ; but neither of thefe great

men took the leafl: notice of each other.

Nothing material happened the next day, except that fome of the natives flole a

tarpaulin, and other things, from olF the deck. They were foon miffed, ajid the

thieves purfued ; but without fuccefs.

In the morning of the 23d, as we were going to unmoor, in order to leave the

ifland, Feenou and his prime minifter Taipa came alongfide in a failing canoe, and
informed me, that they were felting out for Vavaoo, an ifland which, they faid, lies

about two days' fail to the northward of Hapaee. The objedl of their voyage, they

would have me believe, was to get for me an additional fupply of hogs, and fome
red feathered caps for Omai, to carry to Otaheite, where they are in high cfteem.

Feenou affured me, that he fhould be back in four or five days ; and defired me not

to fail till his return, when, he promifed, he would accompany me to Tongataboo.

I thought this a good opportunity to get fome knowledge of Vavaoo, and propofed to

him to go thither with the fhips. But he feemed not to approve of the plan ; and
by way of diverting me from it, told me, that there was neither harbour, nor anchorage

about it. I therefore confented to wait, in my prefent ftation, for his return j and
he immediately fet out.

The next day our attention was for fome time taken up with a report induftrioufly

fpread by fome of the natives, that a fhip like ours had arrived at Annamooka fince

we left it ; they alfo added, that Toobou, the chief of that iiland, was haftcning thither

to receive thefe new-comers. However, upon inveftigation, there appeared no founda-

tion for it. What end the invention of this tale could anfwer, was not eafy to con-

jecture ; unlefs we fuppofe it to have been artfully contrived, to get us removed from
the one ifland to the other.

In my walk, on the 25th, I happened to ftep into a houfe, where a woman was
dreifing the eyes of a young child, who feemed blind ; the eyes being much inflamed,

and a thin film fpread over them. The inflruments flie ufed were two flender wooden
probes, with which (he had bruflicd the eyes fo as to make them bleed. It feems

worth mentioning, that the natives of thefe illands fliould attempt an operation of this

fort ; though I entered the houfe too late, to defcribe exactly how this female oculift

employed the wretched tools fhe had to work with.

1 was fortunate enough to fee a dilTcrent operation going on in the fame houfe,

of which I can give a tolerable account. I found there another woman fliaving a

child's head, with a fliark's tooth ftuck into the end of a piece of flick. I oblervod,

that fhe firlt wetted the hair with a rag dipped in water, applying her inn.ruincnt to

that part which Hie had previoufly foaked. The operation feemed to give no pain to

the child ; although the hair was taken oft' as clofe as if one of our razors had been

employed. Encouraged by what I now faw, I foon after tried one of thefe lingular

infliruments upon myf'elf, and found it to be an excellent fucccdaneum. However,
the men of thefe iflands have recourfe to another contrivance when they fliavc their

beards. The operation is performed with two fhells ; one of which they place under

a fmall part of the beard, and with the other, applied above, they fciape that part ofl'.

In this manner they are able to fliave very dole. The proccls is, indeed, rather

tedious.
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tedious, but not painful ; and there are incn amongft them who feeni to profefs this

tradi'. It was as common, while we were here, to fee our fuilors go afhore to have

their beards fcrapcd oft", after the fafhion of llapaee, as it was to fee their chiefs come
on board to be Ihaved by our barbers.

Finding that little or nothing of the produce of the ifland was now brought to the

fhips, I refolved to change our flation, and to wait Keenou's return from Vavaoo, in

fome other convenient anchoring place, where rcfreflimcnts might ftill be met with.

At half pad two in the afternoon of the 26th of May, 1 hauled into a bay that lies be-

tween the fouth end of Lefooga, and the north end of Hoolaiva, and there anchored

in feventeen fathoms water ; the Difcovery did not get to anchor till funfet. She had

touched upon afhoal, but backed off again, without receiving any damage.

As foon as we had anchored, I fent Mr. Bligh to found the bay ; and myfJf, ac-

companied by Mr. Gore, landed on the fouthera part of Lefooga, to examine the

country, and to look for frefh water. We were conducted to two wells ; but the

water in both proved execrable ; and the natives, our guides, affured us that they

had none better.

Near the fouth end of the ifland, and on the weft fide, we met with an artificial mount.

From the fize of fome trees that were growing upon it, and from other appearances,

I guefled that it had been raifed in remote times : I judged it to be about forty feet

high ; and the diameter of its fummit meafured fifty feet. At the bottom of this

mount, flood a flone, which muft have been hewn of coral rock. It was four feet

broad, two and a half thick, and fourteen high ; and wc were told by the na-

tives prefent, that not above half its length appeared above ground. They called it

Tangata Arekce *
; and faid, that it had been let up, and the mount raifed, by fome

of their forefathers, in memory of one of their Kings ; but how long fmce, they

could not tell.

About noon, a large failing canoe came under our flern, in which was a perfon

named Futtafaihe, or Poulaho, or both ; who, as the natives then on board told us,

was King of 'I'ongataboo, and of all the neighbouring ifiands. It was a matter of

furprife to me, to have a ftranger introduced under this charaQer, which I had fo

much rcafon to believe really belonged to Fecnou. However, it being my intereft,

as well as my inclination, to piiy court to all the great men, without making inquiry

into the validity of their alfumed titles, I invited Poulaho on board ; he brought
with him, as a prefent, two fat hogs, though not fo fat as himfelf. If weight of body
could give weight in rank or power, he was certainly the moll eminent man in that

refpe£l wc had fecn ; for, though not very tall, he was very unwieldy, and almofl

fhapelefs with corpulence. I found hini to be a fedate, fenfible man. He viewed
the fliip and the feveral new objetls with uncommon attention, and afked many per-

tinent queflions ; one of which was : What could induce us to vilit thefe ifiands ?

After he had fatisfied his curiolity in looking at the cattle, and other novelties, which
he met with upon deck, I defired him to walk down into the cabin. To this his

attendants objefted, faying, that if he were to accept of that invitation, it mufl hap-

pen, that people would w alk over his head ; but the chief himfelf, lefs fcrupulous in

this refpeil than his attendants, waved all ceremony, and walked down.
Poulaho fat down with us to dinner ; but he ate little, and drank lefs. "When we

rofe from the table, he defired me to accompany him afhore. Omai was afked to be
of the party ; but he was too faithfully attached to Feenou to Ihew any attention to

* Tangata, in iheir language, 13 man ; Wrciec, king.

his
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his competitor; and therefore excufcd himfelf. I attended the chief in my own
beat, having fir.1 made prefents to him of fuch articles as, I could obferve, he valued

much, and were even beyond his expefration to receive. I was not difappointed in

my view of thus fecuring his friendfliip : for the moment the boat reached the beach,

he ordered two more hogs to be brought, and delivered to my people. He was then

carried out of the boat, by fome of his own people, upon a board refembling a hand-

barrow, and went and feated himfelf in a fmall houfe near the fhore ; which feemed

to have been erefted there for his accommodation. He placed me at his fide ; and

his attendants, who were not numerous, feated themfelves in a femicircle before us,

on the outfide of the houfe. Behind the chief, or rather, on one fide, fat an old

woman, with a fort of fan in her hand, whofe office it was to prevent his being

p'jfbjred with the flics.

The fevcral articles his people had got, by trading on board the fhips, were now
tlifplayed before hiin. He looked over them all with attention ; enquired what they

had given in exchange, and feemed pleafed with the bargains they had made. At
length, he ordered every thing to be reflored to the refpedive owners, except a glafs

bowl, with which he was fo much pleafed, that he referved it for himfelf. The per-

fons who brought thefe thir.gs to him, firft fquattcd themfelves down before him,

then they depofited their feveral purchafes, and immediately rofe up and retired. The
fame refpcdful ceremony was obferved in taking them away ; and not one of them
prefuined to fpeak to him {landing. I Aaycd till feveral of his attendants left him,

firft paying him obeifance, by bowing the hand down to the fole of his foot, and

touching or t 'pping the fame, with the upper and under fide of the fingers of both

hands. Others, who were not in the circle, came, as it feemed, on purpofe, and

paid him this mark of refpecl, and then retired, without fpeaking a word. I was

quite charmed with the decorum that was obferved. I had no where feen the like,

not even amongft more civilized nations.

The mafter of the Difcovery, who had been examining the channels by my orders,

informed me, when I got on board, lliat as far as he had proceeded there was an-

chorage ; but that toward the fouth, he faw a number of fhoals and breakers. I

therefore thou'rht it better to return toward Annamooka by the lame route, which

we had fo lately experienced to be a fafe one.

Having come to this rcfolution, I fhould have failed next morning, if the wind

had not been unfcttled. Poulaho, the King, as I fliall now call him, came on board

betimes ; and brought, as a prefent to me, one of tiieir caps, made, or at Icalt covered,

with red feathers. Thefe caps v.ere much fought after by us ; for we knew they

would be highly valued at Orah-ite. But, though very large prices were offered,

not one was ever brought for llile ; which fliewed, that they were no lefs valuable

in the eftimation of the people here ; nor was there a pcrfon in either fliip, that could

make himfelf the proprietor of one, except myfelf, Capt:iin Gierke, and Omai. Thcfe

caps, or rather boimets, are compofed of the tail feathers of the tropic bird, with

the red feathers of the parroquets wrought upon them, or jointly with them. They
are made fo as to tie upon the forehead, without any crown, and have the form ot a

femicircle, whole radius is eighteen or twenty inches.

At day-break the next morning, I weighed with a fine breeze at eaft-north-eaft,

and (tooJ to the wtilward, with a view to return to Annamooka. We v.ere followed

by fev.ral failing canoes, i;i one of which was the King. He quitted us in a fliort

time, but left his brother ar.d five of his attendants on board. We had alfo the

company of u chief, juft then arrived from Tongataboo, whofe name was Tooboueitoa.

8 The
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The moment he arrived, he fent his canoe away, and declared that he and five more,

who came with him, would flcep on board ; fo that I had now my cabin filled with

vifitors. They brought plenty of provifions with them, for which they always had

fuitable returns.

At dav-brcak on the 31(1, I lldod for the channel which is between Kotoo and the

reef of rocks that lie to the weltward of it ; but on drawing near, I found the wind

too fcant to lead us through. From an apprehenfion of lofing the iflands, with fo

many of the natives on board, I tacked and lldod back, intending to wait till fome

more favourable opportunity. We did but jufl fetch in with Fooiooha, beiwecn which

and Kotoo we fpent the night, under reefed topfails and forefail. The wind was frefh,

and blew bv fqualls, with rain, and we were not without apprehenfions of danger.

I kept the deck till midnight, when I left it to the mailer, with fuch directions as I

thought would keep the fliips clear of the flioals. Our fliip, by a fmall Ihift of the

wind, fetched farther to the windward than was expefted. By this means flie was

veiy near running full upon a low fandy ifle, called Pootoo. It happened, very for-

tunately, that the people had jufl before been ordered upon deck, to put the fliip

about, fo that the neceflary movements were executed with judgment and alertnefs ;

and this alone faved us from deftruction. The Difcovery being aftem, was out of

danger. Such hazardous fituations are the unavoidable companions of the man who
goes upon a voyage of difcovery.

This circunmance frightened our paffengers fo much, that they exprefled a ftrong

defire to get afliore. Accordingly, as foon as daylight returned, I hoifted out a

boat, and ordered the officer who commanded her, after landing them at Kotoo, to

found along the reef that fpits off from that ifland, for anchorage. For I was full as

much tired as they could be, with beating about the furrounding iflcs and flioals, and

determined to get to an anchor fomewhere or other, if pofTible. V/hile the boat was

abfent, we attempted to turn the fhips through the channel, between the fandy ifle and

the reef of Kotoo, in expeftation of finding a moderate depth of water behind them
to anchor in. But meeting with a tide or current againft us, we were obliged to de-

fifi, and anchor in fifty fathoms water, with the fandy ifle bearing eafl by north,

one mile difiant.

We lay here until the 4th, when we weighed ; and with a frefh gale at eafl-fouth-

eafl, flood away for Annamooka, where we anchored next morning, nearly in the

fame flation which we had lately occupied.

I went on fhore foon after, and found the inhabitants very bufy in their plantations,

digging up yams to bring to market. It appeared alfo that they had been very bufy,

while we were abfent, in cultivating ; for we now faw feveral large plantain fields

in places which we had fo lately feen lying wafle. The yams were now in the

greatefl perfection ; and we procured a good quantity, in exchange for pieces of

iron.

Before I returned on board, I vifited the feveral places where I had fown melon
feeds, and had the mortification to find, that mofl of them were dellroyed by a fmall

ant ; but fome pine-apple plants, which I had aifb left, were in thriving Hate.

About noon next day, Feenou arrived from Vavaoo. He told us, that feveral canoes,

laden with hogs and other provifions, which had failed with him from that ifland, had
been lofl, owing to the late blowing weather ; and that every body on board them
had periflied. This melancholy tale did not feem to affeft any of his countrymen
who heard it ; and as to ourfelves, we were, by this time, too well acquainted with
his character, to give much credit to fuch a flory. The following morning, Poulaho,

9 and
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and the other chiefs, who had been wind-bound with him, arrived. I happened at

this time to be afhore in company with Feenou, who now feemed to be fenfible of

the impropriety of his conduft, in afTuming a character that did not belong to him.

For he not only acknowledged Poulaho to be King of Tongataboo and the other ides,

but affected to infifl; much on it ; which, no doubt, was with a view to make amends

for his former prefumption. I left him,, to vifit this greater man, whom I found fit-

ting with a few people before him. But every one haltening to pay court to him, the

circle increafed pretty fall. I was very defirous of obferving Feenou's behaviour

on this cccafion, and had the moft convincing pi-oof of his fuperiority ; for he placed

himfelf amongft the reft that fat before Poulaho, as attendants on his Majefty. Both

he and Poulaho went on board with me to dinner ; but only the latter fat at table.

Feenou, having made his obeifance in the ufual way, faluting his fovereign's foot

with his head and hands, retired out of the cabin. The King had before told us

that this would happen ; and it now appeared, that Feenou could not even eat nor

drink in his royal prefence.

At eight o'clock next morning, we fteered for Tongataboo, having a gentle breeze

at north-eaft : about fourteen or fifteen failing veflels, belonging to the natives, fet out

with us J
but every one of them outran the Ihips confiderably.

We continued our courfe till daybreak, and prefently after faw fcveral fmall iflands

before us, and Eooa and Tongataboo beyond them. We had at this time twenty-five

fathoms water, over a bottom of broken coral and fand. The depth gradually de-

creafed as we drew near the ifles above mentioned. We were, infcnfibly, drawn upon

a large flat, upon which lay innumerable coral rocks below the furface of the water.

Notwith (landing all our care to keep the fhip clear of them, we could not prevent

her from ftriking on one of thefe rocks. Nor did the Difcovery, though behind us,

€fcape any better. Fortunately, neither of the fhips ftuck faft, nor received any da-

mage. We could not get back without increafing the danger, as we had come in

almoft before the wind. The moment we found a fpot where we could drop the

anchor, clear of rocks, we came to ; and fent the mafters with the boats, to found.

About four o'clock, the boats made the fignal for having found good anchorage.

Upon this we weighed, and ftood in till dark, and then anchored in nine fathoms,

having a fine, clear fandy bottom.

Next morning, while we were plying up the harbour, to which the natives direfted

us, the King kept failing round us in his canoe. There were, at the fame time, a

great many fmall canoes about the fhips. Two of thefe which could not get out of

the way of his royal vefTel, he ran quite over, with as little concern as if they had

been bits of wood. Amongft many others who came on board the Refolution, was

Otago, who had been fo ufeful to me when I vifited Tongataboo during my laft voy-

age ; and one Toobou, who, at that time, had attached himfelf to Captain Furneaux.

Each of them brought a hog and fome yams, as a teftimony of his friendfliip ; and 1

was not wanting, on my part, in making a fuitable return.

At length, about two in the afternoon, we arrived at our intended ftation. It was a

very fnug place, formed by the fliore of Tongataboo on the fouth-eaft, and two fmall

iflands on the eaft and north-eaft. Here we anchored in ten fathoms water, over a

bottom of oozy fand ; diftant froni the (liore one-third of a mile.

Soon after we had anchored, having firft dined, I landed, accompanied by Omai.and
fome of the officers. We found the King waiting for us upon the beach ; he imme-

diately conduced us to a fmall neat houfe, fituated a little within the Ikirts of tiie

VOL. XI. 4 R v>oods,
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woods, with a fine larpe area before it. This houfe, he told me, was at my fervlce,

duririf' our ftay at the ifland ; and a better fituatioa we could not wifli for.

\Ve had not been long in the houfe, before a pretty large circle of the natives were

alTemblcd before us, and feated upon the area. A root of the kava plant being

brought and laid down before the King, he ordered it to be fplit into pieces, and dif-

tributed to feveral people of both fexes, who began the operation of chewing it ; and

a bowl of their favourite liquor was foon prepared. In the mean time, a baked hog
and two balkcts of baked yams were pi-oduced, and afterwards divided into ten por-

tions. Thefe portions were then given to certain people prefent j but how many were

to fhare in each, I could not tell. One of them, I obferved, was beftowed upon the

King's brother ; and one remained undifpofed of, which, I judged, was for the King

himfelf, as it was a choice bit. The liquor was next ferved out, but I obferved, that

not a fourth part of the company had tafled cither the viduals or the drink. It is

worthy of remark, though this was the firfl: time of our landing, and a great many people

were prefent wlio had never feen us before, yet no one was troublefonie j but the

greatefl good order was prefervcd throughout the whole affembly.

As I intended to make fome flay at Tongataboo, we pitched a tent in the forenoon,

juft by the houfe which Poulaho had affigned for our ufe. The horfes, cattle, and
Iheep were afterwards landed, and a party of marines, with their officer, ftationed a

guard there. The obfervatory was then fet up, at a fmall diftance from the other

tent ; and Mr. King refided on (hore, to attend the obfervations. The gunners were
ordered to conduct the traffic with the natives, who thronged from every part of the

ifland with hogs, yams, cocoa-nuts, and other articles of their produce. In a fhort

time, our land-poft was like a fair, and the fhips were fo crouded with vifitors, that

we had hardly room to ilir upon the decks.

Feenou had taken up his refidence in our neighbourhood ; but he was no longer

the leading man. However, we ftiil found him to be a perfon of confequence, and
we had daily proofs of his opulence and liberality, by the continuance of his valuable

prefents. But the King was equally attentive in this refpeft ; for fcarcely a day pafTed

without receiving from him fome confiderablc donation. We now heard, that there

were other great men of the ifland, whom we had not as yet feen. Otago and Toobou,
in particular, mentioned a perfon named Mareewagee, who, they faid, was of the firfl

confequence in the place. Some of the natives even hinted that he was too great a
man to confer the honour of a vifit upon us. This account exciting my curiofity, I

this day mentioned to Poulaho, that I was very defirous of waiting upon Mareewagee ;

and he readily agreed to accompany me to the place of his refidence the next
morning.

Accordingly, we fet out pretty early in the pinnace, and entered a fpacious bay or
mlet, up which we rowed about a league, and landed amidfh a confiderable number
of people, who received us with a fort of acclamation, not unlike our huzzaing. They
immediately feparated to let Poulaho pafs, who took us into a fmall inclofure, and
Ihifted the piece of cloth he wore, for a new piece, neatly folded, that was carried by a
young man. An old woman affifled in dreffing him, and put a mat over his cloth,

as we fuppofcd, to prevent its being dirtied when he fat down. On our now afking
him where Mareewagee was, to our great furprife he faid he had gone from the
place. It afterwards appeared, that, in this affair, we had laboured under fome grofs
miftakes, and that our interpreter, Omai, had either been mifinformed, or had mif-
iinderftood what was told him about the great man, on whofe account we had
made this excurfion.

The
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The place we went to was a village, mofl: delightfully fituated on the bank of the

inlet, where all, or mofl; of the principal perfons of the ifland refide ; each having his

houfe in the midfl: of a fmall plantation with Icfler houfes, and offices for fervants.

Thefe plantations are neatly fenced round ; and, for the mofl: part, have only one
entrance : this is by a door, fafliened on the infide by a prop of wood ; fo that a
perfon has to knock before he can get admittance. Every article of the vegetable

produce of the ifland, abounded in thefe plantations ; but thefe, I obferved, are not
the refidence of people of the firfl: rank. There are fome large houfes near the pub-
lic roads, with fpacious fmooth grafs-plots before them, and uninclofcd. Thefe, I was
told, belonged to the King, and, probably, they are the places where their public

aflfemblies are held.

About noon the next day, this Mareewagee, of whom we had heard fo much,
actually came to the neighbourhood of our poll on fliore ; and with him a very con-

fiderable number of people of all ranks. I was informed, that he had taken this

trouble on purpofe to give me an opportunity of waiting upon him ; having, probably,

heard of the difpleafure I had fliewn on my difappoiutment the day before. In the

afternoon, a pafty of us, accompanied by Feenou, landed to pay him a vifit. We
found a perfon fitting under a large tree, near the fhore, a little to the right of the

tent. A piece of cloth, at leafl: forty yards long, was fpread before him, round which
a great number of people of both fexes were feated. It was natural to fuppofe that

this was the great man ; but we were undeceived by Feenou, who informed us, that

another, who fat on a piece of mat, a little way from this chief, to the right hand, was
Mareewagee ; and he introduced us to him, who received us very kindly, and defired

us to fit down by him. The perfon who fat under the tree fronting us, was called

Toobou J
and when I have occafion to fpeak of him afterward, I fhall call him old

Toobou, to difl:Inguifli him from his namefake, Captain Furneaux's friend. Both he
and Mareewagee had a venerable appearance. The latter is a flender man, and
from his appearance, feems to be confiderably above threefcore years of age. The
former is rather corpulent, and almofl: blind with a diforder of his eyes ; though
not fo old.

We entertained them for about an hour, with the performance of two french-horns

and a drum. But they feemed mofl: pleafed with the firing ofl^ a piftol, which.
Captain Gierke had in his pocket. Before I took my leave, the large piece of clotli

was rolled up, and with a few cocoa-nuts, prefented to me.

Toward noon, Poulaho returned from the place where we had left him two days
before, and brought with him his fon, a youth about Ivrelve years of age. I had his

company at dinner; but the fon, though prefent, was not allowed to fit down with
him. It was very convenient to have him for my gueft ; for when he was prefent,

which was generally the cafe while we fl:ayed here, every other native was excluded
from the table; and but few of them would remain in the cabin. Whereas if it happened
that neither he nor Feenou were on board, the inferior chiefs would be very inipor>

tunate to be of our dining party ; and then we were fo croudcd that we could not

fit down to a meal wiih any fatisfa^ion. The King was very foon reconciled to our
manner of cookery ; but flill, I believe, he dined thus frequently with me, more
for the fake of what we gave him to drink, than for what we let before him to

eat : for he had taken a liking to our wine, could empty his bottle as well as molt
men, and was as cheerful over it.

In the morning of the 15th, I received a mcflTage from old Toobou, that he wanted
to fee me afliore. We found him, like an ancient patriarch, feated under the fliade of

4 R 2 a tree.
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a tree, with a large piece of the cloth, made in the ifland, fpread out at full length

before him ; and a number of refpcftablo looking people fitting round it- He defired

us to place ourfelvcs by him ; and then he told Omai, that the cloth, together with a

piece of red feathers, and about a dozen cocoa-nuts, were his prefent to me. I thanked

him for the favour;, and defired he would go on board with me, as! had nothing on

fliore to give him in return.

Omai now left me, being fent for by Poulaho ; and foon after, Feenou came and

acquainted me that young Fattaf^iihe, Poulaho's fon, defired to fee me. I obeyed

the fummons, and found the Prince and Omai fitting under a large canopy of the

finer fort of cloth ; with a piece of the coai-fer fort fpread under them, and before

them, that was fcventy-fix yards long, and feven and a half broad. On one fide was a'

large old boar ; and on the other fide a heap of cocoa-nuts. A number of people

were feated round the cloth ; and amongft them, I obferved Mareewagee, and others of

the firft rank. I was defired to fit down by the Prince ; and then Omai informed me, that

he had been intruded by the King to tell me, that as he and I were friends, he hoped

that his fon might be joined in this friendfhip ; and that as a token of my confent, I

would accept of his prefent. I very readily agreed, to the propofal ; and it being now
dinner-time, 1 invited them all on board.

Accordingly, the young Prince, Mareewagee, old Toobou, thi-ee or four inferior

chiefs, and two refpedabl'e old ladies of the firfl rank, accompanied me. Mareewagee

was drefled in a new piece of cloth, on the fkirts of which were fixed fix pretty large

patches of red feathers. This drefs feemed to have been made on purpofe for this-

vifit ; for as foon as he got on board, he put it off, and prefented it to me; having,

I guefs, heard that it would be acceptable on account of the feathers. Every
one of my vifitors received from me fuch prefents as, I had reafon to believe, they-

were highly fatisfied with. When dinner came upon table, not one of theni would
fit down, or eat a bit of any thing that was ferved up. On exprefling my furprife at

this, they were all taboo, as they faid ; which word has a very comprehenfive meaning ;.

but in general fignifies, that a thing is forbidden. Why they were laid under fuch

reftraints, at prefent, was not explained. Dinner being over, and having gratified their

curiofity, by fhewing to them every part of the fhip, I then conducted them alhore.

• As foon as the boat reached the beach, Feenou, and fome others, inftantly ftepped

out. Young Fattafaihe following them, was called back by Mareewagee, who now
paid the heir apparent the fame obeifance, and in the fame manner, that. I had feen it

paid to the King.

I was not forry to be prefent on this occafion, as I was fumiflied with the mofti

unequivocal proofs of the fupreme dignity of Poulaho and his fon over the other prin-

cipal chiefs. Indeed, by this time, I had acquired fome certain information about

the relative fituations of the fcveral great men, whofe names have been fo often men-
tioned. I now knew that Mareewagee and old Toobou were brothers. Poulaho's
appearance having fatisficd us that we had been under a millake, in confidering Feenou
as the fovereign of thefe iflands, we had been, at lirfl, much puzzled about his real

rank ; but that was, by this time, afcertaincd. Feenou. was one of Mareewagee's fons,

and Toobooeitoa was another.

Mr. Anderfon, with fome others, made an excurfion into the country, which,
furnifhed him with the following remarks. Near the creek, which runs to the weft-

ward of the tent, the land is quite flat, and partly overflowed by the fea every tide.

When_ that retires,, the furface is feen to be compofed of coral rock, with holes of
y.ellowifti mud fcattered up and down ; and toward the edges, where it is firmer, are

9,. innu-i-
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ifinamerable little openings, from which iffue as many fmall crabs, of two or three

different forts, which fwarm upon the fpot, as flies upon a carcafe ; but are fo nimble,

that, on being approached, they difappear in an inflant, and baffle even the natives to

catch any of them.

At this place is a work of art, which fliews that thefe people are capable of fome
defSgn and perfeverance, when thoy mean to accomplilh any thing. This work begins

on one fide as a narrow caufeway, which, becoming gradually broader, rifes, with a

gentle afcent, to the height of ten feet, where it is five paces broad, and the whole
length I'eventy-four paces. Joined to this is a fort of circus, whofe diameter is thirty

paces, and not above a foot or two higher than the caufeway that joins it, with fome
trees planted in the middle. On the oppofite fide, another caufeway x)f the fame fort

dcfcends ; but this is not above forty paces long. All that we could learn refpecling

it from the natives, was, that it belonged to Poulaho, and is called Etchee.

On the i-6th, in the morning, Mr. Gore and I took a walk into the country ; in

the courfe of which nothing remarkable appeared, but our having opportunities of

feeing the whole procefs of making cloth, which is the principal manufoclure of thefe

iflands, as well as of many others in this ocean. In the narrative of my firft voyage,

a minute defcription is given of this operation, as performed at Otaheite ; but the

procefs here differing in fome particulars, it may be worth while to give the following

account of it.

The manufafturers, who are females, take the flender ftalks or trunks of the paper

mulberry, which they cultivate for that purpofe, and which feldom grows more than-

fix or feven feet in height, and about four fingers in thicknefs. From thefe they ftrip

the bark, and fcrape off the outer rind with a mufcle-fhell. The bark is then

rolled up to deftroy the convexity which it had round the flalk, and macerated in water

for fome time (they fay, a night j. After this, it is laid acrofs the trunk of a fmall tree,

fquared, and beaten with a fquare wooden inftrument, about a foot long, full of coarfe

grooves on all fides, but fometimes with one that is plain. According to the fize of

the bark, a piece is foon produced ; but the operation is often repeated by another

hand, or it is folded feveral times, and beat longer, which feems rather intended to

clofc than to divide its texture. When this is I'uificiently effeftcd, it is fpread out to

dry ; the pieces being from four to fix, or more, feet in length, and half as broad.

They are then given to another perfon, who joins the pieces, by fmearing part of them'

over with the vifcous juice of a beny, called tooo, which ferves as a glue. Having been-

thus lengthened, they are laid over a large piece of wood, with a kind of flamp, made
of a fibrous fubftance prettv clofcly interwoven, placed beneath. They then take a

bit of cloth, and dip it in a juice, exprcffed from the bark of a tree, called kokka,

which they rub brilkly upon the piece that is making. This, at once, leaves a dull

brown ctilour, and a drv glofs upon its furface ; the ftamp, at the fame time, making a

flight imprcflion, that anlwcrs no other purpofe that I could fee, but to make the feveral

pieces that arc glued together, flick a little more firmly. In this manner they proceed,

joining and flaining by degrees, till they produce a piece of cloth, of fuch length and
breadth as they want

;
generally leaving a border, of a foot broad, at the fides, and

longer at the ends, unflained. Throughout the whole, if any parts of the original

pieces are too thin, or have holes, which is often the cafe, they glue fpnre bits upon
thenij till ihcy become of an equal thicknefs. When they want to produce a black
colour, they mix the foot procured from an oily nut, called dooedooe, with the juice

ol the kckka, in difftreni quantities, according to the propofed depth of the tinge.

They fay, that the black Ibrt of cloth, which is commonly moll glazed, makes a cold

drcfs>
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drefs, but the other a warm one ; and, to obtain ftrength in both, they are always

careful to join tlic fmall pieces lengthwife, which makes it impollible to tear the cloth in

any direction but one.

On our return from the country, we met with Feenou, and took him, and another

young chief, on board to dinner. When our fare was let upon the table, neither of

them could eat a bit ; faying, that they were taboo avy. But after enquiring how the

vicluals had been drelFed, having found that no avy (water) had been ufcd in cooking a

pig and fome yams, they both fat down, and made a very hearty meal ; and, on being

aflured that there was no water in the wine, they drank of it alfo. From this we
conjectured, tliat, on fome account or another, they were, at this time, forbidden to ufe

water ; or, which was more probable, they did not like the water we made ufe of, it being

taken out of one of their bathing places. This was not the only time of our meeting

with people that were taboo avy ; but for what reafon, we never could tell with any

degree of certainty.

Next day was fixed upon by Mareewagee for giving a grand haiva, or entertain-

ment, to which we were all invited. For this purpofe, a large fpace had been cleared,

before the temporary hut of this chief, near our poll, as an area where the performances

were to be exhibited. In the morning, great multitudes of the natives came in from
the country, every one carrying a pole, about fix feet long, upon his flioulder; and at

each end of every pole a yam was fufpended. Thefe yams and poles were depofited

on each fide of the area, fo as to form two large heaps, decorated with different forts

of fmall fifli, and piled up to the greateft advantage. They were Mareewagee's prefent

to Captain Gierke and me.

Every thing being thus prepared, about eleven o'clock they began to exhibit various

dances, which they call mai. The mufic confided, at firft, of feventy men as a chorus,

who fat down ; and amidfl: them were placed three inftruments, which we called

drums, though very unlike them. They are large cylindrical pieces of wood, or trunks

of trees, from three to four feet long, fome twice as thick as an ordinary-fized man,
and fome fmallcr, hollowed entirely out, but clofed at both ends, and open only by a

chink, about three inches broad, running alinoft the whole length of the drums ; by
which opening, the refl: of the wood is certainly hollowed, though the operation muil:

be difficult. This inftrument is called naffa ; and, with the chink turned toward

them, they fit and beat ftrongly upon it with two cylindrical pieces of hard wood,
about a foot long, and as thick as the wrilt ; by which means, they produce a rude,

though loud and powerful found. They change the tones, by beating in the middle,

or near the end. '

The firft dance confifted of four ranks, of twenty-four men each, holding in their

hands a little thin light wooden inftrument, about two feet long, and in Ihape not

unlike a fmall oblong paddle. With thefe, which are called pagge, they made a
great many different motions ; fuch as pointing them toward the ground on one fide,

at the fame time inclining their bodies that way, from which they were fliifted to the

oppofitc fide in the fame manner ; then palling them quickly from one hand to the

other, and twirling them about very dexteroufly, with a variety of other manoeuvres,

all which were accompanied by correfponding attitudes of the body. Their motions
were at firft flow, but quickened as the drums beat fafter ; and they recited fentences,

in a mufical tone, the whole time, which were anfwere'd by the chorus ; but at the end
of a Ihort fpace they all joined, and finiflied with a ftiout ; then the rear rank dividing,

Ihifted themfelves very llowly round each end, and meeting in the front, formed the

nrft raiik ; the whole Tiuniber continuing to recite the fentences as before. The other

ranks
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ranks did the fame fuccefTively, till that which at firft was the front, became the rear ;

and their evolution continued in the fame manner, till the laft rank regained its firfi;

fituation. Then they began a much quicker dance, though flow at firft, and fung about

ten minutes, when the whole body divided into two parts, retreated a little, and then

approached, forming a fort of circular figure, which finifhcd the dance ; the drums
being removed, and the chorus going off the field at the fame time.

Three drums (which, at lealt took two, and fometimes three men to carry them)

were now brought in, and feventy men fat down as a chorus to another dance. This

confifted of two ranks, of fixteen perfons each, with young Toobou at their head.

Thcfe danced, fung, and twirled the pagge as before ; but, in general, much quicker.

A motion that met with particular approbation, was one in which they held the face

afide, as if afhamed. The back rank clofed before the front one, and that again re-

fumed its place as in the two former dances. At that inftant, two men entered very

hallily, and exercifed the clubs which they ufe in battle. They did this, by firfl twirl-

ing them in their hands, and making circular flrokes before them with great force and
quicknefs ; but fo Ikilfully managed, that, though ftanding quite clofe, they never

interfered. To them fucceeded a perfon with a fpear, in the fame hafty manner j

looking about eagerly, as if in fearch of fomebody to throw it at. He then ran

hailily to one fide of the crowd in the front, and put himfelf in a threatening attitude,

as if he meant to ftrike with his fpear at one of them, bending the knee a little, and
trembling, as it were with rage. He continued in this manner only a few feconds,

when he moved to the other fide, and having Itood in the fame polture there for the

fame fhort time, retreated from the ground as fad as when he made his appearance.

The laft dance had two drums, and confiftcd of fixty men, who had not danced

before, difpofed in three rows, having twenty-four in front. They divided into two
bodies, with their backs to each other ; formed again, fhifted their ranks, as in the

other dances ; divided and retreated, making room for two champions, who exercifed

their clubs as before, and after them two others : the dancers all the time reciting

flowly in turn with the chorus ; after which they advanced, and finidied.

Thefe dances laftcd from eleven till near three o'clock ; and though they were,

doubtlefs, intended to fhew us a fpeciinen of their dexterity, vafl: numbers of their own
people attended as fpeftators. Some of us computed that there were not lefs than ten

or twelve thoufand within the compafs of a quarter of a mile, drawn together, for the

moft part, by mere curiofity.

It is with regret I mention that we could not underftand what was fpoken, while we
were able to fee what was acted in thefe amufemcnts. This, doubtlefs, would have afforded

us much information as to the genius and cuftoms of thefe people. It was obfervable,

that though the fpcdators always approved of the various motions, when well made,
a great fliare of the pleafure they received feemcd to arife from the fentimeatal part,

or what the performers delivered in their fpeeches. However, the mere acting part,

independently of the fentcnces repeated, was well worth our notice, both with relpe<fb

to the extenfive plan on which it was executed, and to the various motion, as well as

the exaft unity, with which they were performed. No pen can defcribe the immerous
adions and motions, the fingularity of which was not greater than was the eafe and
gracefulnefs with which they were performed.

The whole was conducted with far better order than could have been expected in fo

large an affembiy. Amongft fuch a multitude, there muft be a number of ill-difpofed

people ; and we hourly experienced it. All our care and atteiuion did not prevent

their plundering us in every quarter ; and that in the molt daring and infolent man-

3 ner.
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ncr. There was hardly any thing that they did not attempt to (leal ; and yet, as the

crowd was always fo great, I would not allow the fentries to fire, left the innocent

flioiild fuffcr for the guilty. Thoy once, at noon-day, ventured to aim at taking an

anchor from oflf the Difcovery's bows ; and they would certainly have fucceeded, if

the flook had not hooked one of the chain-plates in lowering down the llilp's fide,

from which they could not difengage it by hand ; and tackles were things they were

unacquainted with. The only ad of violence they were guilty of, was the breaking

the flioulder-bone of one of our goats, fo that flie died foon after. This lofs fell

upon thcmfclves, as fhe was one of tliofe that I intended to leave upon the ifland ; but

of this the pcrfon who did it was ignorant,

r.arly in the morning of the iSth, an accident happened that ftrongly marked one

of their cuftoms. A man got out of a canoe into the quarter-gallery of the Refo-

lution, and ftolefrom thence a pewter bafon. He was difcovered, purfucd, and brought

alongfide the fliip. On this occafion, three old women, who were in the canoe, made
loud lamentations over the prifoner, beating their breafts and faces in a moft violent

manner with the infide of iheir fifts ; and all this was done without fliedding a tear.

This mode of exprelhng grief is what occafions the mark which almofl all this people

bear on the face, over the cheek-bones.

This day, I beftowed on Mareewagee fome prefents, in return for thofe we had re-

ceived from him the day before ; and as the entertainments which he had then exhi-

bited for our amufement^ called upon us to make fome exhibition in our way, I

ordered a party of marines,to go through their exercife, on the fpot where his dances

had been performed ; and in the evening, played off" fome fireworks at the fame place.

Poulaho; with all the principal chiefs, and a great number of people of all denomi-

nations, were prefent. The platoon firing, which was executed tolerably well, feemed

to give them pleafure ; but they were loft in aftonifhment when they beheld our water-

rockets.

In expe£tation of this evening fhow, the circle of natives about our tent being

pretty large, they engaged the greateft part of the afternoon, in boxing and wreftling.

When any of them chufcs to wreftle, he gets up from one fide of the ring, and

croffes the ground in a fort of meafured pace, clapping fmartly on the elbow-joint of

one arm, which is bent, and produces a hollow found ; that is reckoned the challenge.

If no perfon comes out from the oppofite fide to engage him, he returns in the fame

manner and fits down ; but fometimes ftands clapping in the midft of the ground, to

provoke fome one to come out. If an opponent appears, they come together with

marks of the greateft good-nature, generally fmiling, and taking time to adjuft the

piece of cloth which is faftened round the waift. They then lay hold ot each other

by this girdle, with a hand on each fide ; and he who fucceeds in drawing his anta-

gonift to him, immediately tries to lift him upon his breaft, and throw him upon his

back ; and if he be able to turn round with him two or three times in that pofition,

before he throws him, his dexterity never fails of procui'ing plaudits from the fpedta-

tors. If they be more equally matched, they clofe foon, and endeavour to throw each

other by entwining their legs, or lifting each other from the ground ; in which ftrug-

gles they fhew a prodigious exertion of ftrength, every mufcle, as it were, being ready
to burft with ftraining. When one is throvm, he immediately quits the field, but the

viftors fit down for a few feconds, then gets up, and goes to the fide he came from,
who proclaim the victory aloud, in a fentence delivered flowly, and in a mufical ca-

dence. When they find that they are fo equally matched as not likely to throw each
other, they leave off by mutual confent.

The
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The boxers advance fide-ways, changing the fide at every pace with one arm ftretched

fully out before, the other behind ; and holding a piece of cord in one hand, \vhich

they wrap firmly about it when they find an antagonift, or elfe have done fo before

they enter. This, I imagine, they do, to prevent a diflocation of the hand or fingers.

Their blows are dircded chiefly to the head ; but fometimes to the fides ; and are

dealt out with great activity. One of their niofl dexterous blows is to turn round on
their heel, jufl: as they have (truck their antagonift, and to give him another very

fmart one with the other hand backward.

The boxing matches feldom lad long ; and the parties either leave off together, or

one acknowledges his being beat. But they never fing the fong of viftory in thefe

cafes, unlefs one ftrikes his adverfary to the ground ; which (hevi's, that of the two,

wreftling is their moft approved diverfion. Some of our people ventured to contend

with them in both exercifes, but were always worftcd.

The animals which we had brought were all on fhore. Knowing their thievifli dif-

pofition, I thought it prudent to declare my intention of leaving fome of them behind,

and even to make a diftribution of them previoufly to my departure.

With this view, in the evening of the 19th, I affembled all the chiefs before our

houfe, and my intended prefents to them were marked out. To Poulaho, the King,

I gave a young Englifh bull and cow ; to Mareewagee, a Cape ram and two ewes

;

and to Feenou, a horfe and a mare. As my defign to make fuch a diftribution had

been made known the day before, moft of the people in the neighbourhood were

then prefent. I inftructed Omai to tell them that there were no fuch animals within

many months fail of their ifland ; that we had brought them, for their ufe, from that

immenfe diftance, at a vaft trouble and expenfe j that therefore they muft be careful

not to kill any of them till they had multiplied to a numerous race ; and laftly, that

they and their children ought to remember that they had received them from the men
of Britain. He alfo explained to them their feveral ufes, and what elfe was neceffary

for them to know, or rather as far as he knew^ for Omai was not very well verfed

in fuch things himfelf.

It foon appeared that fome were dilTatisfied with this allotment of our animals ; for

early next morning one of our kids and two turkey-cocks were mifling. I could not

be fo fimple as to iuppofo that this was merely an accidental lofs ; and I was determined-

to have them again. The firft ftcp I took was to fcize on three canoes that happened

to be alongfide the fhips. I then went afliore, and having found the King, his brother,

Feenou, and fome other chiefs, in the houfe that we occupied, I immediately pur a

guard over them, and gave them to underftand that they muft remain under reftraint,

till not only the kid and the turkeys, but the other things, that had been ftolen from us

at different rimes, were reftored. They concealed, as well as they could, their feelings,

on finding themfelves prifoners ; and having allured me that every thing fhould be

reftored as I defired, fat down to drink their kava, feemingly much at their eafe. It was

not long before an axe and an iron wedge were brought tome. In the mean time fome

armed natives began to gather behind the houfe ; but on a part of our guard marching

againft them, they difperfed ; and I advifed the chiefs to give orders that no mor^;

Ihould appear. Such orders were accordingly given by them, and they were obeyed.

On aiking them to go aboard with me to dinner, they readily confented. But fome

having afterwards obji dcd to the King's going, he inftantly rofo up, and declared he

would be the firft man. Accordingly we came on board. I kept them there till near

four o'clock, when 1 conducted them aftiore ; and foon after the kid and one of the

VOL. XI. 4 s turkey-
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turkev-cocks were brought back. The other, they faid, (hould be reftored the next

iiuirning. I believed this would happen, and releafed both them and the canoes.

Attcr the chiefs had left us, I walked out with Oniai, to obferve how the people

about us fared ; for this was the time of thtir meals. I found that in general they

were at fliort commons. Nor is this to be wondered at, fince rnofl of the yams, and

other provifions which tliey brouu;h: with them, werj fold to us ; and they never

thought of returning to their own habitations while they could find any fort of fub-

fiftence in our neighbourhood.

la this walk we met wiih about half a dozen women, in one place, at fupper. Two
of the company 1 obfervcd being fed by the others ; on our alking the reafon, they

faid, taboo mattce. On farther enquiry we found that one of them had, two months

before, walhed the dead corpfe of a chief ; and that on this account (he was not to

handle any food for five months. The other had performed the fame oflice to the

corpfe of another perfon of inferior rank, and was now under the fame reflriction j

but not for fo long a time.

Early the next morning the King came on board, to invite me to an entertainment,

which he propofed to give the fame day. He had already been under the barber's

hand?, his head being all befineared with red pigment, in order to redden his hair,

which was naturally of a dark brown colour. Aftei breakfafl 1 attended him to the

Ihore ; and we found the people very bufy, in two places, in the front of our area,

fixing in an upright and fquare pofition, thus [: :], four very long ports, near two
feet from each other. The fpace between the pofts was afterward filled up with yams ;

and as they went on filling it, they fartened pieces of (licks acrofs, from port to port,

at the didance of about every four feet, to prevent the pofts from feparating by the

weight of the inclofed yams, and alfo to get up by. When the yams had reached the

top of the firft pofts, they faftened others to them, and fo continued till each pile was
the height of thirty feet or upwards. On the top of one, they placed two baked
hogs ; on the top of the other, a living one ; and another they tied by the legs, half

way up. It was matter of curiofity to obferve, with what facility and difpatch thefe

two piles were raifed. Had our feamen been ordered to execute fuch a work, they

would have fworn that it could not be performed without carpenters ; and the carpen-

ters would have called to their aid a dozen different forts of tools, and have expended,
at leaft, a hundred weight of nails ; and after all it would have employed them as many
days, as it did thefe people hours. But feamen, like moft other amphibious animals,

are always the moft helplefs on land. After they had completed thefe two piles, they
made feveral other heaps of yams and bread-fruit on each fide of the area ; to which
were added a turtle, and a large quantity of excellent fi(h.

I dined alhore. The King fat down with us ; but he neither ate nor drank. I found
that this was owing to the prcfence of a female, who, as we afterwaru underftood, had
fuperior rank to himfelf. As foon as this great perfonage had dined, (he ftepped up
to the King, who put his hands to her feet ; and then (lie retired. He immediately
dipped his fingers- in a glafs of wine, and then received the obcifance of all her fol-

lowers. This was the fingle inftance we ever obferved of his paying this mark of re-

verence to any perfon. At the King's defire, I ordered fome fireworks to be played
off in the evening ; but unfortunately being damaged, this exhibition did not anfwer
expeftation.

As no more entertainments were to be expefted on cither fide, and she curiofity of
the populace was, by this time, pretty well iatisfied, moft of them Uit us. We ftill

however
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however had thieves about us ; and encouraged by the negligence of our own people,

we had continual inftances of their depredations.

Some of the officers belonging to both fhips, who had made an excurfion into the

interior parts of the ifland, without my leave, and indeed, without my knowledge,

returned this evening, after an abfcnce of two days. They had taken with them their

mufkets, with the neceffary ammunition, and feveral fmall articles of the favourite

commodities ; all which the natives had the dexterity to fteal from them, in the courfe

of their expedition. Fcenou and Poulaho, upon this occafion, very juftly obferved,

that if any of my people, at any time, wanted to go into the country, they ought to

be acquainted with it ; in which cafe they would fend proper perfons along with them
;

and then they would be anfwerable for their fafety. Though I gave myfelf no trouble

about the recovery of the things ftolen upon this occafion, moft of them, through

Feenou's interpofition, were recovered, except one muiket and a few other articles

of inferior value. By this time alfo we had recovered the turkey-cock, and moft of

the tools and other matters that had been ftolen from our workmen. We had now
recruited the fhips with wood and water, and had fmiflied the repairs of our fails.

However, as an eclipfe of the fun was to happen upon the 5th of July, and it was

now the 25th of June, I refolvcd to defer failing till that time had elapfed, in order to

have a chance of obferving it.

Having therefore fome days of leifure before me, a party of us, accompanied by

Poulaho, fet out early next morning, in a boat, for RIooa, the village where he and

the other great men ufually refidc. As we rowed up the inlet, we met fourteen canoes

fifhing in company ; in one of which was Poulaho's fon. In each canoe was a trian-

gular net, extended between two poles ; at the lower end of which was a cod to re-

ceive and fecure the fifh. They had already caught fome fine mullets ; and they put

about a dozen into our boat. I dcfired to fee their method of filhing ; which they

readily complied with. A fhoal of fifli was fuppofed to be upon one of the banks,

which they inftantly inclofed in a long net hke a feine, or fet-net. Tliis the fifhers, one

getting into the water out of each boat, furrounded with the triangular nets in their

hands ; with which they fcooped the fifli out of the feine, or caught them as they

attempted to leap over it.

Leaving the Prince aud his fifhing-party, we proceeded to the bottom of the bay,

and landed where we had done before, on our fruitlefs ertand to fee INIareewagee.

Here we obferved a fiataoka, or burying-placa, which was almolf clofe to the houfe,

and was much more extenfive, and feemingly of more confequence, than any we had

focn at the other iflands. We were told that it belonged to the King. It confifted of

three pretty large houfes, fituated upon a rifing ground, with a fmall one at fome dif-

tance, all ranged longitudinally. They were covered and paved with fine pebbles,

and the whole was inclofed by large flat ftones of hard coral rock, propei'ly hewn,
placfd on their edges ; one of which ftones meafurcd twelve feet in length, two in

breadth, and above one in thicknefs. Within one of thefe houfes were two rude

wooden bulls of men. On enquiring what thefe images were intended lor, we were

told they were merely memorials of fome chiefs who had been buried there, and not the

reprefentations of any deity. In one of them was the carved head of an Otaheite

canoe, which had been driven alhore on their coaft, and depolited here.

After -we had refrelhcd ourfelves, we made an excurfion into the country, attentled

by one of the King's minifters. Our train was not great, as he would not fufter the

rabble to follow us. He alfo obliged all thofe whom we met upon our progrcfs, to fit

down till we had palled j which is a mark of refped due only to their fovereigns. liy

4 s 2 lar
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-far tlic grcatefl part of the country was cultivatetl, and planted with various forts of

produtflions. We met with feveral large uninhabited houfes, which we were told

belonged to the King. There were many public and well-beaten roads, and abundance

of foot-paths leading to every part of the ifland. It is remarkable that when we were

on the inoft elevated parts, at leall a hundred feet above the level of the fea, we often

met with the fame coral rock which is found at the fliore ; and yet thcfe very fpots,

with hardly any foil upon them, were covered with luxuriant vegetation. We faw forne

fprings, but the water was either (linking orbrackifli.

When we returned from our walk, which was not till the duflc of the evening, our

fupper was ready. It confided of a baked hog, fome fifli and yams, all excellently

well cooked, after the method of thefe iflands. As there was nothing to amufe us

after fupper, we followed the cuftom of the country, and lay down to ilccp, our beds

being mats fpread upon the floor, and cloth to cover us. 'i'he King, who had made

himlelf very happy with fome wine and brandy which we had brought, flept in the

fame houfe, as well as feveral others of the natives. Long before day-break, he and

they all role, and iat converfing by moon-light. The converfation, as might well be

gueifed, turned wholly upon us ; but it was not long before they all returned, and with

them feveral more of their countrymen.

They now began to prepare a bowl of kava ; and, leaving them fo employed, I

went to vifit old Toobou, Captain Furneaux's friend, who had a houlc hard by, which

for fize and neatncfs was exceeded by few in the place. As I had left the others, fo

I found here a company preparing a morning draught. This chief made a prefent to

me of a living hog, a baked one, a quantity of yams, and a large piece of cloth. When
I returned to the King, I found him, and his circle of attendants, drinking the fecond

bow I ot kava.

We had feen the drinking of kava fometimes at the other iflands ; but by no means

fo frequently as here, where it feems lo be the only forenoon employment of the

principal people. The kava is a fpecies of pepper, which they cultivate for this

purpofe, and elleem it a valuable article. It feldom grows to more than a man's

height ; it branches confiderably, with large heart-ihaped leaves and jointed ftalks.

The root is the only part that is ufed. They break it in pieces, fcrape the dirt oft'

with a (hell, and then each begins and chews his portion, which he fpits into a plantaia-

leaf. The perfon who is*to prepare the liquor, colleds all thefe mouthluls, and puts

them into a large wooden difli or bowl, adding as much water as will make it of a

proper (Irength. It is then well mixed up with the hands ; and fome loofe (tuff, of
which mats are made, is thrown upon the iurfacc. The immediate etiect of this

beverage is not perceptible on thefe people, who ufe it fo frequently, but on fome of

ours, who ventured to try it, though fo naftily prepared, it had the fame power as

fpirits have in intoxicating them ; or rather, it produced that kind of Rupefaftion,

which is the confequence of ufmg opium, or other fubftances ot that kind. I have

feen them drink it feveu times bL-fore noon, yet it is fo difagreeable, or at lead feems

fo, that the greateft part of them cannot fwallow it without making wry faces, and
(huddering alterward.

We now left Mooa, and fet out to return to the (liips. While we rowed down the

lagoon or inlet, we met with two canoes coming in from fifliing. Poulaho oi-dered

them to be called alongfide our boat, and took from them every (i(h and (liell they
had got. Why this was done, I cannot fay ; for we had plenty of provifions in the^

boat. Some of this fifli he gave to me ; and his fcrvants fold the rell on board the

(hip.

8 We
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We took a view of a curious coral rock, which feeins to have been thrown upon
the reef where it ftands. It is elevated about ten or twelve feet above the furface of

the fea that furrounds it. The bafe it refls upon is not above one-third of the circum-

ference of its projcding fummit, which I judged to be about one hundred feet, and

is covered with etea and pandanus trees.

When we got on board the fhip, I found that every thing had been quiet during my
abfence, not a theft having been committed ; of which Feenou and Futtafaihe, the

King's brother, who had undertaken the management of his countrymen, boafted not

a little. Tiiis Ihews what power the chiefs have, when they have the will to execute

it ; which we were feldom to exped:, fince whatever was (lulen from us, generally, if

not always, was conveyed to them.

The good conduft of the natives was of (liort duration ; for the next day fix or

eight of them aflaulted fonie of our people who were fawing planks. They were fired

upon by the fentry ; and one was fuppofed to be wounded, and three others taken.

Thefe I kept confined all night ; and did not difmiis them without punifhment. After

this, they behaved with a little more circumfpection, and gave us much lefs trouble.

This change of behaviour was certainly occafioned by the man being wounded; for

before they had only been told the effecl: of fire-arms, but now they had felt it. The
repeated infolence of the natives had induced me to order the mufkets of the fen-

tries to be loaded with imall fhot, and to authorize them to fire on particular occafions,

I took it for granted, therefore, that this man had only been wounded with fmall (hot.

But Mr. King and Mr.Anderfon, in an excurfion into the country, met with him, and
found indubitable marks of his having been wounded, but not dangeroufly, with a

mulket-ball. I never could find out how this mulket happened to be charged with

ball i
and there were people enough ready to fwear that its contents were only fmall

Ihot.

Mr. Andcrfon's account of the excurfion, jufl mentioned, will fill up an interval of

two days, during which nothing of note happened at the Ihips. " Mr. King and I

went on the 30th along with Futtafaihe as vifitors to his houfe, which is at Mooa,

very near that of his brother Poulaho. A Ihort time after we arrived, a pretty large

hog was killed ; which is done by repeated ftrokes on the head. The hair was then

fcraped off, very dexteroufly, with the fliarp edges of pieces of fplit bamboo ; taking

the entrails out at a large oval hole cut in the belly by_ the fame fimple inftrument.

Before this they had prepared an oven ; which is a large hole dug in the earth, filled

at the bottom with (tones, about the fize of the fift, over which a fire is made till they

are red hot. They cook fome of thcfe fl:ones, wrapt up in leaves of the bread-fruit-

tree, and filled the hog's bellv, fluffing in a quantity of leaves, to prevent their falling

out, and putting a plug of the fame kind in the anus. The carcafe was then placed

on fome (licks laid acrofs the ftones, in a fianding pofture, and covered with a great

quantity of plantain-leaves. After which they dug up the earth all round ; and having

thus (-fleclually clofed the oven, the operation of baking required no farther inter-

ference.

In the mean time we walked about the country, but met with nothing remarkable,

except a fiatooka of one houlc, (landing on an artificial mount, at leafl thirty feet

high. There was alfo at no great dillance a number of etooa trees, on which clung

vafl quantities of the large ternate bats, making a difagreeable noife. We could not

kill any for want of mulkets ; but fome that were got at Annamooka, meafured near

three ieet, when the wings were extended. On our returning to Futtahiihe's houfe,

he ordered the hog, that had been drell'ed, to be produced, with feveral bafkets of

baked
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baked yams, nnd fomc cocoa-nuts. But wo found that inflead of his entertaining us,

we were to entertain him ; the property of the feaft being entirely transferred to us,

as his gucrts, and we were to difpofe of it as we pleafed. The fame perfon who
cleaned the hog in the morning, now cut it up (but not before we defired him) in a

very dexterous manner, with a knife of fplit bamboo ; dividing the feveral parts, and

hitting the joints with a quicknefs and ikill that furprifod us very much. The whole

vas fet down before us, though at leaft fifty pounds weight, until we took a fmall

piece away, and defired that they would fliare the reft aniongll the people fitting

round. But it was not without a great many fcruples they did that at laft ; and then

they afked what particular perfi^ns they fliould give it to. However they were very

well pleafed ^\•hen they found that it was not contrary to any cuftom of ours : fome
carrying oft' the portion they had received, and others eating it upon the fpot. It was
with great difficulty that we could prevail upon Futtafaihe himfelt to eat a fmall bit.

In the evening we had a pig, drefled in the fame manner as the hog, with yams and

cocoa-nuts, brought for fupper ; and Futtafaihe, finding that we did not like the

fcruples they had made before to accept of any part of the entertainment, afked us

immediately to {hare it and give it to whom we pleafed. When fupper was over,

abundance of cloth vi'as brought for us to fleep in ; but we were a good deal difturbed

by a fingular inftance of luxury, in which their principal men indulge themfelves

;

that of being beat while they are aflecp. Two women fat by Futtafaihe, and performed

this operation, which is called tooge tooge, by beating brifkly on his body and legs

with both fifts, as on a drum, till he fell aflecp, and continuing it the whole night,

with fome fliort intervals. When once the perfon is afleej), they abate a little in tiie

ftrength and quicknefs of beating ; but refume it, if they obferve any appearance of
his awaking. In the morning we found that Futtafaihe's women relieved each other,

and went to fleep by turns. In any other country it would be fuppofed that fuch a

praftice would put an end to all reft ; but here it certainly afts as an opiate ; and is a

flrong proof of what habit may efFeft. The noife of this, however, was not the only
thing that kept us awake ; for the people, who pafl'ed the night in the houfe, not only
convcrfcd among each other frequently, as in the day ; but all got up before it was
light, and made a hearty meal on fifli and yams, which were brought to them by a
perfon who feemed to know very well the appointed time for this noclurnal refrefli-

mcnt.

Next morning we fet out with Futtafaihe, and walked down the eaft fide of the

bay to the point. AVe found that, in travelling, Futtafaihe, exercifcd a power, though
by no means wantonly, which pointed out the great authority of fuch principal men

;

or is, perhaps, only annexed to thofe of the royal family. For he fent to one place
for fifl^i ; to another for yams ; and fo on at other places ; and all his orders were
obeyed with the greateft readinefs, as if he had been abfolute mafter of the people's
property. On coming to the point, the natives mentioned fomething of one, who they
faid had been fired at by fome of our people ; and upon our wifliing to fee hiin, they
conducled us to a houfe, where we found a man who had been fhot through the
fhoulder, but not dangeroufly ; as the ball had entered a little above the inner part of
the collar-bone, and paflTed out obliquely backward. We were fure, from the ftate of
the wound, that he was the perfon who had been fired at by one of the fentinels three
days before ; though pofitive orders had been given that none of them fliould load
their pieces with any thing but fmall fliot. We gave fome diredions to his friends
how to manage the wound, to which no application had been made ; and they feemed
pleafed when we told them it would get well in a certain time.

I had
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I had prolonged my ftay at this ifland on account of the approaching ecllpfe ; but

on the 2d of July, on looking at the micrometer belonging to the Board of Longitude,

I found fome of the rack-work broken, and the inftrument ufclcfs till repaired ; which
there was not time to do before it was intended to be ufed. Preparing now for our
departure, I got on board this day all the cattle, poultry, and other animals, except

fuch as were deftined to remain.

The next day we took up our anchor, and moved the fhips behind Pangimodoo,
that we might be ready to take the advantage of the firlt favourable wind to get
through the narrows. The King, who was one of our company this day at dinner, I

obferved, took particular notice of the plates. This occafioned me to make him an
offer of one, either of pewter or of earthenware. He chofe the firfl ; and then began
to tell us the feveral ufes to which he intended to apply it. Two of them are fo

extraordinary, that I cannot omit mentioning them. He faid that whenever he
fhould have occafion to vifit any of the other illands, he would leave this plate behind
him at Tongataboo, as a fort of reprefentative in his abfence, that the people might
pay it the fame obeifance they do to himfelf in perfon. He w as afked what had been
ufually employed for this purpofe before he got this plate ; and we had the fatif-

faiSlion of learning from him, that this fingular honour had hitherto been conferred

on a wooden bowl, in which he wafhed his hands. I'he other extraordinary ufe to

which he meant to apply it in the room of his wooden bowl was, to difcover a thief.

He faid that when any thing was ftolen, and the thief could not be found out, the

people were all aflembled together before him, when he waflied his hands in water in

this veffel ; alter which it was cleaned, and then the whole multitude advanced, one
after another, and touched it in the fame manner that they touch his foot, when they

pay him obeifance. If the guilty perfon touched it, he died immediately upon the fpot

;

not by violence, but by the hand of Providence ; and if any one refufed to touch it,

lus refufal was a clear proof that he was the man.
In the morning of the 5th, the day of the eclipfe, the weatner was dark and cloudv,.

with fliowers of rain, fo that we had little hopes of an obfervation. About nine

o'clock the fun broke out at intervals for about half an hour ; after which it was
totally obfcured, till within a minute or two of the beginning of the eclipfe. We were
all at our telefcopes, viz. Mr. Bayly, Mr. King, Captain Gierke, ]\Ir. Bligh, and
myfelf. I lolt the obfervation by not having a dark glafs at hand, fuitable to the

clouds that were continually pafTmg over the fun ; and Mr. Bligh had not got the fun

into the field of his telefcope ; fo that the commencement of the eclipfe was only ob-

ferved by the other three gentlemen.

As foon as we knew the eclipfe to be over, we packed up the inftruments, and fent

every thing on board that had not been already removed. As none of the natives

had taken the lead notice or care of the three fheep, allfttted to Marcewagee, 1 ordered

them to be carried back fo the fliips. I was apprehenfive that if I had left them here,

they ran great rilk of being dellroycd by dogs. 1 hat animal did not exifl; upon this

ifland, when I firlt vjfited it in 1773 ; but I now found they had got a good many,
partly from the breed then left by myfelf, and partly from fome imported fnice that

time, from an ifland not very remote, called Fecjee.

The general appearance of the country conveys to the fpcdlator an idea of ihc mofl
exuberant fertility, whether we refpeft the places improved bv art, or thofe Hill in a

natural flate. At a diflance the furface feems entirely clothed with trees of various

fizes; the tall cocoa-palms are far from being the fmallclt ornament to any country

that produces them. The bogoo, which is a fpecics of fig, with narrow pouued leaves,

9 is
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is the largefl-fized tree of the ifland ; the bafis of which, as far as we know, is entirely

a coral rock.

Of cuhivatcd fruits, the principal arc the plantains ; of which fruit they have fifteen

different forts or varieties ; bread-fruit ; two forts of fruit found at Otahcite, and

known there under the names of jambo and eeve, the latter a kind of plum ; and vafl

numbers of fhadocks, which, however, are found as often in a natural flate as planted.

Befides vafl numbers of cocoa-nut trees, they have three other forts of palms. There

is plenty of excellent fugar-cane, which is cultivated ;
gourds ; bamboo ; turmeric ;

and a fpccies of fig, about the fize of a fmall cherry, called matte, which, though wild,

is fometimes eaten- 'I'lie catalogue of uncultivated plants is too large to be enu-

merated.

The only quadrupeds, befides hogs, are a few rats and fome dogs. Fowls, which are

of a large breed, are domefUcated here.

Amongfl the birds are parrots, fomewhat fmaller than the common grey ones : par-

roquets, not larger than a fparrow, of a fine yellowilh green, with bright azure on the

crown of the head, and the throat and belly red.

There are owls about the fize of our common fort, but of a finer plumage; the

cuckoos, mentioned in Palmerflon's Ifland ; king-fifhcrs, about the fize of a thrufh,

of a greenifli blue, with a white ring about the neck. The other land-birds are rails,

of a variegated colour ; large violet-coloured coots, with red bald crowns ; two forts

of fly-catchers ; a very fmall fwallow ; and three forts of pigeons.

Of water-fowl, and fuch as frequent the fea, are ducks ; blue and white herons

;

tropic birds ; common noddies ; white terns ; a new fpecies of a leaden colour, with a

black creft ; a fmall bluifh curlew ; and a large plover fpotted with yellow. Befides

the large bats, mentioned before, there is alfo the common fort.

The only noxious or difgufting animals of the reptile or infeft tribe, are fea-fnakes,

three feet long, with black and white circles alternately, often found on fliore ; fome
fcorpions and centipedes.

The fea abounds with fifh, though the variety is lefs than might be expet^ed. The
moft frequent forts are mullets ; feveral forts of parrot-fifh ; filvcr fiOi, old wives;

fome beautifully fpotted foles ; alfo fliarks ; and fome curious devil-fifli.

The many reefs and fhoals on the north fide of the ifland, afford flielter for an
cndlefs variety of fhcll-fifh ; fuch as the true hammer-oyfler

;
panamas ; cones; and

a fort of gigantic cockle. There are likewife feveral forts of fea-eggs, and many very
fine flar-fifh ; befides a co'nfiderable variety of corals.

On July 26th we were ready to fail ; but the wind being eafterly, we were under a
neceffity of waiting two or three days. On the Sth, in the morning, I walked out and
vifited feveral chiefs ; all of them were taking their morning draught or had already

taken it. The King I found afleep in a fmall retired hut, with two women tapping

on his breech. About eleven o'clock he arofe, and then fome fifli and yams, which
tafled as if they had been ftcwed in cocoanut milk, were brought to him. Of thefe

he ate a large portion, and lay down once more to fleep. I now left him, and carried

to the Prince a prefent of cloth, beads, and other articles, which I had brought with
me from the fliip for the purpofe. There was a fufhcicnt quantity of cloth to make
him a complete fuit ; and he was immediately decked out with it. Proud of his drefs,

he firft went to fhew himfelf to his father; and then condufted me to his mother;
with whom were about ten or a dozen other women of a refpeftable appearance.
Here the Prince changed his apparel, and made me a prefent of two pieces of the

doth manufaftured in the ifland. By this time it was paft noon, when by appointment

I i-epaired
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I repaired to the palace to dinner. Several of our gentlemen were invited to the feaft,

which w'as prefcntly ferved up, and confifted of two pigs and yams. I roufed the
drowfy monarch to partake of what he had provided for our entertainment. In the
mean time two mullets and fome fliell-fifli were brought to him, as I fuppofed, for

his feparate portion. But he joined it to our fare, fat down with us, and made a hearty-

meal.

On the loih, at eight o'clock in the morning, we weighed anchor, and with a
fteady gale at fouth-eaft, turned through the channel, between the fmall ifles called

Makkahaa and Monooafai, it being much wider than the channel between the lafl;-

nientioned ifland and Pangimodoo. Finding that we could not get to fea before it

was dark, I came to an anchor, under the fliore of Tongataboo, in forty-five fathoms
water.

We remained at this flation till eleven o'clock the next day, when we weighed, ar.d

plied to the eaftward. But it was ten at night before we weathered the eafl: elid oi

the ifland, and were enabled to flretch away for Middieburgh, or Eooa, (as it is

called by the inhabitants,) where we anchored at eight o'clock the next morning.
We had no fooner anchored than Taoofa, the chief, and feveral other natives,

vifited us on board, and feemed to rejoice much at our arrival. This Taoofa knew
me when I was here during my laft voyage ; confequently we were not ftrangers to

each other. In a Httle time I went afliore with him, in fearch of frefli water; the
procuring of which was the chief objeft that brought me to Eooa. I was firfl: con-
duced to a brackifli fpring, between low and high water-mark, amongfl rocks, in the
cove where we landed. Finding that we did not like this, our friends took us a little

way into the ifland ; where, in a deep chafin, we found very good water. But rather

than undertake the tedious taflv of bringing it down to the fhore, I refolved to reft

contented with the fupply the fhips had got at Tongataboo.
I put afliore, at this ifland, the ram and two ewes, of the Cape of Good Hope

breed ; intrufl;ing them to the care of Taoofa, who feemed proud of his charge.
Eooa, not having as yW got any dogs upon it, feems to be a more proper place than
Tongataboo for the rearing of flieep.

As we lay at anchor, this ifland bore a very different afped from any we had lately

feen, and formed a mofl beautiful landfcape.

The 13th, in the afternoon, a party of us made an excurfion to the highcO: part of
the ifland, which was a little to the right of our fliips, in order to have a full view of
the country. About half-way up we crofTed a deep valley, the bottom and fides of
which, though compofed of hardly any thing but coral rock, were clothed with trees.

We were now about two or three hundred feet above the level of the fea, and yet even
here the coral was perforated into, all the holes and inequalities which ufually diverfify

the furface of this fubftance within the reach of the tide.

From the elevation to which we had afcended, we had a full view of the whole
ifland, except a part of the fouth point. The plains and meadows, of which there

are here fome of great extent, lie all on the north-wefl: fide ; and, as they are adorned
with tufts of trees, intermixed with plantations, they form a very beautiful landfcape,

in every point of view. While I was furveying this delightful profpeft, I could not
help flattering myfelf with the pleafing idea that fome future navigators may, from
the fame ftation, behold thefe meadows flocked wiih cattle, brought to thefe iflaiids

by the fliips of England ; and that the completion of this fmgle benevolent purpofe,

independently of all other confiderations, would fuflicicntly mark to poflcrity that our
voyages had not been ufclcfs to the general intercfls of humanity.

VOL, XI. 4 T Omai,
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Oinai, who was a great favounte, was tempted with the offer of being made chief

of this iilaiid, if lie would have flaid amongi'c them ; and it is not clear to me, that he

would not have been glad to (tay, if the Ichenio had met with my approbation, I

own 1 did difapprovo of it ; but not becaufe I thought that Omai would do better for

himfelf in his own native iile.

On returning I'rom my country expedition, we were informed that a party of the

natives had, in the circle where our people traded, ftruck one of their own countrymen

with a club, which laid bare, or, as others faid, fra^ured his Ikull, and then broke

his thigh with the fame. On my afking the reafon of fo fevere a treatment, we were

informed, that he had been difcovcred in a fituation rather indelicate with a woman
who was taboo'd. We, however, underftood that flie was no otherwife taboo'd,

than by belonging to another perfon, and rather fuperior in rank to her gallant.

From this circumtlance we had an opportunity of oblerving how thefe people

treat fuch infidelities. But the female finner has by far the fmaller fhare of punifli-

ment for her mifdemeanour ; as they told us, that flie would only receive a flight

beating.

The next morning, I planted a pine-apple, and fowed the feeds of melons, and other

vegetables in the chief's plantation. I had fome encouragement indeed to flatter

myfelf that my endeavours of this kind would not be fruitlefs ; for this day there was

ferved up at ray dinner a difli of turnips, being the produce of the feeds I had left

during my lafl voyage.

I had fixed on the 15th for failing, till Taoofa preffed me to flay a day or two lon-

ger, to receive a prefcnt he had prepared for me.
Accordingly, the next day, July i6th, I received the chief's prefent, confiding of

two fniall heaps of yams and fome fruit, which feemed to be collefced by a kind of

contribution, as at the other ifles. It was intended to have finiflied the day with the

bomai, or night-dance ; but an accident prevented any of us from flaying afhore to

fee it. One of my people, walking a very little way, was furrounded by twenty or

thirty of the natives, who knocked him down, and ftrippcd hirti of every thing he had
on his back. On hearing of this, I immediately feized two canoes, and a large hog ;

and infilled on T^aoofa's caufing the cloaths to be reflored, and on the offenders being
delivered up to me. "The chief feemed much concerned at what had happened ; and
forthwith took the neceffary fleps to fatisfy me. It was not long before one of the

offenders was delivered up, and a fhirt and a pair of trowfers reftored.

The next morning, I landed again, having provided myfelf with a prefent for Taoofa,
in return for what he had given me. The remainder of the cloaths were now
brought in ; but as they had been torn off the man's back by pieces, they were not
worth carrying on board. Taoofa, on receiving my prefent, Ihared it with three or
four other chiefs, keeping only a fmall part for himfelf. I remained with them till

they had finifhed their bowl of Kava ; and having then paid for the hog, which I had
taken the day before, returned on board with Taoofa, and one of Poulaho's fervants,

by whom I fent as a parting mark of my efleem and regard for that chief, a piece of
bar iron, being as valuable a prefent as any I could make.

Soon after we weighed ; when Taoofa, and a few other natives that were in the
flnp, left us. On heaving up the anchor, we found that the cable had fuffered con-
fiderably by the rocks.

Thus we took leave of the Friendly iflands, after a flay of near three months;
during which time we lived together in the mofl cordial friendfhip. Some accidental
differences, it is true, now and then happened, owing to their great propenfity to

thieving j
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thieving ; but too often encouraged by the negligence of our own people. The time

employed ainongfl them was not thrown away. We expended very little of our fea

provifions; fubfilling in general upon the produce of the ifland while we flayed, and

carrying away with us a quantity of refrefhments fufficient to lafl: till our arrival at

another flation, where we could depend upon a frelh fupply. I was not ferry, b'jfides,

to have had an opportunity of bettering the condition of thefe good people, by leaving

the ufeful animals before-mentioned among them ; and at the fame time, thofe defigned

for Otaheite received frefh flrength in the j)a(lures of Tongataboo.

But befidcs the immediate advantages which both the natives of the Friendly iflands,

and ourfelves, received by this vifu, future navigators from Europe, if any fuch ever

tread our fleps, will profit by the knowledge I acquired of the geography of this part

of the Pacific Ocean ; and the more philofophi(^aI reader, who loves to view human
nature in new fituations, and to fpeculate on fingular, but faithful, reprefentatlons of

the perfons, the cuftoms, the arts, the religion, the government, and the language

of uncidtivated man, in remote and frefli difcovered quarters of the globe, will perhaps

find matter of amufemcnt, if not of inflruclion, hi the information which 1 have been

enabled to convey to him concerning the inhabitants of this Archipelago. I fiiall

fufpcnd my narrative of the progrefs of the voyage, while I faithfully relate what I

had opportunities of colletling on thefe fevcral topics.

We found, by our experience, that the bell: articles for traffic at thefe iflands are

iron tools in general. Axes and hatchets ; nails, from the largefl fpike down to ten-

penny ones ; rafps, files, and knives, are nmch fought after. Red cloth, and linen,

both white and coloured, looking-giaffes and beads are alfo in eftimation, but of the

latter, thofe that are blue, are preferred to all others, and white ones are thought

the leafl valuable. A firing of large blue beads would at any time purchafe a hog.

But it mufi. be obfervcd, that fuch articles as are merely ornaments, may be highly

efleemed at one time, and not fo at another. When we firfl arrived at Annamooka,

the people there would hardly take them in exchange even fnr fruit ; but when Feenou

came, this great man fet the fafliion, and brought them into vogue, till they rofc ia

their value to what I have juft; mentioned. %

In return for the favourite commodities which 1 have enumerated, all the refrcfli-

nients may be procured that the iflands produce. Thefe are, hogs, fowls, fifli, yams,

bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa-nuts, fugar-cane, and, in general, every fuch fupply as

can be met with at Otaheite, or any of the Society iflands. The yams of the Friendly

iflands are excellent, and, when grown to perfeclion, keep very well at fea. But their

pork, bread-fruit, and plantains, though far from defpicable, are neverthelefs nmch
inferior in quality to the fame articles at Otaheite, and its neighbourhood.

According to the information that we received there, this Archipelago is very

extenfive : above one hundred and fifty iflands were reckoned up to us by the natives,

who made ufe of bits of leaves to afcertain their number.

Feejee, as we were told, lies throe days' fail from Tongataboo, in the dIrecHon of

north-wefi-by-weft. It was defcribed to us as a high but vei7 fruitful ifland ; abound-

ing with hogs, dogs, fowls, and all the kinds of fruit and roots that are found in any

of the others ; and as much larger th:;n Tongataboo. Feejee and I'oj-.gat.iboo fre-

quently make war upon each other. I'he people of Feejee are formidable on account

of the dexterity with which they ufe their bows and flings ; but much more fo on

account of the favage pradlice of eatin.^ their enemies whom tiiey kill in battle.

Now that I am again led to fpcak of cannibals, let me aik tiiofe who maintain tlr.it

the want of food firfl brings men to feed on human flefli, wliat is it that induccih

4 T 2 the
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the Fecjce people to this pradicc in tTic midfl: of plenty ? It is detcftcd very much
by thofe of Tongataboo, who cuhivate the fricndfliip of their favage neighbours of

Fcejce, apparently out of fear ; though they fometinies venture to fkirmifh with them,

on their own ground, and carry off red feathers, as their booty, which arc in great

plenty there, and, as has been frequently mentioned, are in great ertimation amongfl

our Friendly iflanders. It appeared to me, that the Feejee men, whom we now faw,

were much refpedcd here ; they fecm to excel the inhabitants of Tongataboo in in-

genuity, if we might judge from feveral fpecimens of their flcill in workmanfliip which

we faw ; fuch as clubs and fpears, which were carved in a mafterly manner ; cloth

beautifully chequered ; variegated mats ; earthen pots ; and fome other articles ; all

which had a call of fuperiority in the execution.

I have mentioned that Feejee lies three days* fail from Tongataboo, becaufe thefe

people have no other method of meafuring the diftance from ifland to illand, but by
exprefling the time required to make the voyage in one of their canoes. In order to

afcertain this with fome prccifion, or at lead to form fome judgment how far thefe

canoes can fail in a moderate gale in any given time, I went on board one of them,
when under fail, and by feveral trials with the log, found that fhe went feven knots,

or miles in an hour, clofed hauled, in a gentle gale. From this I judge that they

will fail, on a medium, with fuch breezes as generally blow in their feas, about feven

or eight miles in an hour.

In our inquiries we found poor Omai very deficient as an interpreter ; for unlefs

the object or thing we wanted to inquire about was actually before us, it was difficult

to gain a tolerable knowledge of it ; for having no curiofity, he never gave himfelf

the trouble to make remarks for himfelf ; and when he was difpofed to explain matters

to us, his ideas appeared to be fo limited, and perhaps fo different from ours, that his

accounts were often fo confufed as to perplex, inftead of inftruding us. Add to

this, that it was very rare that we found amongft the natives, a perfon who united the

ability and the inclination to give us the information we wanted. Under thefe dif-

advantages, it is not furprifing that we fhould not be able to bring away with us
fatisfactory accounts of many things ; but fome of us endeavoured to remedy thofe

difadvantages by diligent obfervation ; and I am indebted to Mr. Anderfon for a con-
fiderable fhare of what follows.

The natives of the Friendly iflands feldom exceed the common ftature (though we
have mealured fome who were above fix feet), but are very llrong and well made ;

cfpecially as to their limbs. They are generally broad about the fhoulders; and
though the mufcular difpofition of the men, which feems a confequence of much
aftion, rather conveys the appearance of ftrength than of beauty, there are feveral to

be feen who are really handfome.
We met with hundreds of truly European faces, and many genuine Roman nofes

amongfl: them. Their eyes and teeth are good ; but the lafl: neither fo remarkably
white, nor fo well fet as is often found amongft Indian nations.

The women are not fo much diflinguifhcd from the men by their features as by
their general form, which is for the molt part deftitute of that ftrong flefliy firmnefs
that appears in the latter. Though the features of fome are fo delicate, as not only
to be a true index of their fex, but to lay claim to a confiderable fhare of beauty and

•cxprefTion, for the bodies and limbs of mofl of the females are well proportioned ; and
fome abfolutely perfect models of a beautiful figure. But the mofl; remarkable dif-

tmftion in the women, is the uncommon fmallnefs and delicacy of their fingers, which
may be put in competition with the fmell in Europe.

5 The
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The general colour is a caft deeper than the popper brown ; but feveral of the mea
and women have a true olive complexion ; and feme of the lafl: are even a great

deal fairer. We faw a man and boy at Hapaee, and a child at Annamooka, perfectly-

white. Such have been found amopgd all black nations j but 1 apprehend that their

colour is rather a difeafe than a natural phenomenon.
There are, upon the whole, few natural defects or deformities to be found amongfl

them. The moft common of which is the tetter, or ring-worm, that feems to affedt

almofl; one half of them, and leaves whitifli ferpentine marks every where behind it ;

but this is of lefs confequence than another which is very frequent, and appears on
every part of the body. I had the mortification to learn that all the care I took,

when I firfl: vifited thefe iflands, to prevent the venereal difeafe from being communi-
cated to the inhabitants, had proved ineffedtual. What is extraordinarv, they do
not feem to regard it much ; and as we faw few figns of its deftroying effects, pro-

bably the climate, and the way of living of thefe people, greatly abate its virulence.

There are two other complaints frequent amongfl; them ; one of which is an indolent

firm fwelling, that affeds the legs and arms, and increafes them to an extraordinary fize

in their whole length. The other is a tumour of the fame fort, in the tefl:icles,

•which fometimes exceeds the fize of the two fifts. But in other refpects they may
be confidered as uncommonly healthy ; not a fingle perlbn having been feen, during
our flay, confined to the houfe by ficknefs of any kind. On the contrary, their

ftrength and activity are every way anfwerable to their mufcular appearance ; and they
exert both, in their ufual employment and in their diverfions, in fuch a manner, that
there can be no doubt of their being, as yet, little debilitated by the numerous difeafes

that are the confequence of indolence, and an unnatural method of life.

The graceful air and firm ftep with which thefe people walk, are not the leafl

obvious proofs of their perfonal accomplilhments.

Their countenances very remarkably exprefs the abundant mildnefs, or good-
nature, which they poflefs ; and are entirely free from that favage keennefs which marks
nations in a barbarous flate. They are frank, cheerful, and good-humoured, though
fometimes, in the prcfcnce of their chiefs, they put on a degree of gravity, and fuch a
ferious air as becomes ftiff and awkward, and has an appearance of referve.

Their peaceable difpofition is fufficiently evinced fi'om the friendly reception all

ftrangers have met with who have vifited them. Infl:ead of offering to attack them
openly or clandeflinely, as has been the cafe with mofl: of the inhabitants of thefe
feas, they have never appeared in the fmallefl; degree hoftiie ; but on the contrary, like
the mofl: civilized people, have courted an intcrcourfe with their vifitors by bartering
which is the only medium that unites all nations in a fort of friendfliip. Upon the
whole, they feem pofleffed of many of the mofl: excellent qualities that adorn the hu-
man mind ; fuch as induftry, ing'^nuity, perfeverance, affability, and perliaps other
virtues which our fliort flay with them might prevent our obferving.

The only defeat fullying their character, that we know of, is a propenfity to thieving •

to which we found thole of all ages, and both fexes, addicted, and to an uncommon
degree. Great allowances fliould be made for the foibles of thefe poor natives of
the Pacific Ocean, wfioi'e minds we overpowered with the glare of objects, equally
new to them, as they were captivating. Ihe thefts fo frequently committed by the
natives, of what we had brought along with us, may be faid to arife folely from an
intenfe curiofity or defire to pofllfs fomething which they had not been accuftomed to
before, and belonging to a fort of people fo diilerent from themfelves. I'hat I have
afligned the true motive for their propcnfity to this pi-adice, appears from their itealing

every
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every thing indlfcrimlnately at firft fight, before they could have the leift conception

of converting their prize to any one ufeful purpofe. Upon the whole, the pilfering

difpofition of thefe iflanders, though certainly difagreeable and troublefome to ftrangers,

was the means of affording us fome information as to the quicknefs of their intellefts.

Their /nvall thefts were committed with much dexterity ; and thofe of greater con-

fcqucncc upon a plan fuited to the importance of the objefls.

Their hair is in general flraight, thick, and fliong ; though a few have it budiy or

frizzled. The natural colour, I believe, almofl: without exception, is black ; but tlie

greateft part of the men, and fome of the women, have it ftained of a brown or purple

colour, and a few of an orange caft.

When I firft vifited thefe iflands, I thought it had been an univcrfal cuflom for both

men and women to wear the hair fliort ; but during our prefent longer flay we faw a

great many exceptions. Some have it cut off on one fide of the head only ; others

have it entirely cut off, except a fingle lock ; the women in general wear it fliort.

The men have their beards cut fhort ; and both men and women (trip the hair from

the arm-pits. The men are flained from about the middle of the belly to about half

way down the thigh?!, with a deep blue colour. The women have only a few fmall

lines or fpots, thus imprinted, on the infide of their hands. Their Kings, as a mark of

dillinclion, are exempted from this cuftom.

The men are all circumcifed, or rather fupercifed, as the operation confifts in cutting

off only a fmall piece of the forefkin at the upper part ; which, by that means, is rendered

incapable ever after of covering the glans. This is all they aim at, as they fay the

operation is pradifed from a notion of cleanlinefs.

'J'he drefs of both men and women is the fame ; and confifts of a piece of cloth or

matting (but moftly the former), about two yards wide, and two and a half long; at

lead fo long as to go once and a half round the waift, to which it is confined by a

girdle or cord. It is double before, and hangs down like a petticoat, as low as the

middle of the leg. The upper part of the garment above the girdle is platted into

feveral folds, fo that, when unfolded, there is cloth fufficient to draw up and wrap
round the flioulders, which is very feldom done. The inferior fort are fatisfied with

fmall pieces ; and very often wear nothing but a covering made of leaves of plants, or

the maro, which is a narrow piece of cloth, or matting, like a fafli. This they pafs

between the thighs and wrap round the waift ; but the ufe of it is chiefly confined to

the men.

The ornaments worn by both fexes are necklaces, mado^of the fruit of the pandanus,

and various fvveet fmelling flowers, which go under the general name of kahulla.

Others are compofed of fmall fhells, the wing and leg bones of birds, fliark's teeth,

and other things ; all which hang loofe upon the breaft ; rings of tortoife-fhell on the

fingers ; and a number of thefe joined together as bracelets on the wrift.

The lobes of the ears (though moft frequently, only one) are fometimes perforated

with two holes, in which they wear cylindrical bits of ivory about three inches long.

Cleanlinefs induces them to bathe in the ponds, which feem to ferve for no other

purpofe. They are fenfiblc that fait water hurts their fkin, and when neceffuy obliges

them to bathe in the fea, they commonly have fome cocoa-nut fliells, filled with frefti

water, poured over them, to wafh it off. People of fuperior rank ufe cocoa-nut oil,

which improves the appearance of the fl^in very much.
The employment of the women is of the eafy kind, and, for the moft part, fuch as

may be executed in the houfe. The manufacturing their cloth is wholly configned to

cheir care. Having already defcribcd the procefs, I fhall only add that they have this

cloth
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cloth of "different degrees of finenefs. Of the better fort they have feme that is (Iriped

and chequered, and of other patterns differently coloured. But how thefe colours are

laid on, I cannot fay, as I never faw any of this fort made. It will refift water for

fome time ; but that which has the flrongefl: glaze will refift longeft.

The manufacture next in confequence, and alio within the department of the women,
is that of their mats, which excel every thing I have feen at any other place, both as to

their texture and their beauty. There are many other articles of lefs note, that employ
the fpare time of their females ; as combs, of which they make vafl numbers ; and little

bafkets with fmall beads ; but all finiflied with fuch neatnefs and tafte in the dif-

pofition of the various parts, that a ftranger cannot help admiring their afliduity and
dexterity.

The province allotted to the men, as might be expefted, is far more laborious and
extenfive than that of the women. Agriculture, architecture, boat-building, fifhing,

and other things that relate to navigation, are the objects of their care. Cultivated

roots and fruits being their principal fupport, this requires their conflant attention to

agriculture, which they purfue very diligently, and feem to' have brought almofl to as

great perfection as circumftances will permit. In planting the plantains and yams, they

obferve fo much exactnefs, that, which-ever way you look, the rows prefent themfelves

regular and complete.

The cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees are fcattered about without any order, and
feem to give them no trouble after they have attained a certain height.

It is remarkable, that thefe people, who in many things difplay much tafte and
ingenuity, fhould fhew little of either in building their houfes. Thofe of the lower
people are poor huts, and very fmall ; thofe of the better fort are larger and more com-
fortable. The dimenfions of one of a middling fize, are about thirty feet long, twenty

broad, and twelve high. Their houfe is, properly fpeaking, a thatched roof or fhed,

fupported by pofts and rafters, difpofed in a very judicious manner. The floor is raifed

with earth, fmoothed, and covered with ftrong, thick matting, and kept very clean.

A thick ftrong mat, about two and one half, or three feet broad, bent into the form of

a femicircle, and fet upon its edge, with the ends touchmg the fide of the houfe, in

fhape refembling the fender of a fire-hearth, inclofes a fpace for the mafter and
miftrefs of the family to fleep in. The reft of the family fleep upon the floor, wherever

they pleafe to lie down ; the unmarried men and women apart from each other. Or
if the family be large, there are fmall huts adjoining, to which the fervants retire in the

night ; fo that privacy is as much obferved here, as one could expe<ft. The clonths

that they wear in the day, ferve for their covering in the night. Their whole furniture

confifts of a bowl or two, in which they make kava ; a few gourds j cocoa- nu: ihclls
j

and fome fmall wooden ftools, which ferve them for pillows.

They make amends for the defects of their houfes by their great attention to and
dexterity in naval architedure, if I may be allowed to give it that name : but I refer to

the narrative of my laft voyage for an account of their canoes and their manner of

building and navigating them.

The only tools which they ufe to conftruft their boats, which are very dexteroufly

made, are hatchets, or rather thick adzes, of a fmooth black ftone that abounds at

Toofoa ; augres made of fliark's teeth, fixed on fmall handles, and rafps of a rough
fkin of a fifli, faftened on flat pieces of wood, thinner on one fide, which alio have

handles.

The cordage is made from the fibres of the cocoa-nut hufk, whicli, though not more
than nine or ten inches long, they plait, about the lize of a q^uill, or lefs, to any length

9 that
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that they pleafe, atid roll it up ia balls, from which the larger ropes are made by

twilling feveral of thefe together. The lines that they fifli with, are as ftrong and

even as the bed cord we make, relembling it almofl in everv refpeft. Their other

fifliing implements are large and fmall hooks made of pearl-lliell.

Their weapons are clubs of diflerent forts (in the ornamenting of which they fpend

much time), fpears, and darts. They have aifo bows and arrows ; but thefe feemed to be

defigned onlv for amufement, fuch as (hooting at birds, and not for military purpofes.

The ftools are about two feet long, but only four or five inches high, and near four

broad, bending downward in the middle, with four ftrong legs, and circular feet ; the

whole made of one piece of black or brown wood, neatly poliihed, and fometimes

inlaid with bits of ivory.

Yams, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, compofe the greateft jxirt of their vegetable diet.

Of their animal food, the chief articles are hogs, fowls, filh, and all forts of fhcU-fifli

;

but the lower people eat rats. The two firft vegetable articles, with bread-fruit, are

what may be called the bafis of their food, at different times of the year, with fifli and

fhell-filli ; for hogs, fowls, and turtle, feem only to be occafional dainties, refervcd for

their chiefs.

Their food is, generally, dreffed by baking, and they have the art of making, from

different kinds of fruit, feveral diflies which moll of us efteemed very good. The
generality of them lay their victuals upon the firft leaf they meet with, however dirty

it may be ; but when food is ferved up to the chiefs, it is commonly laid upon green

plantain leaves. The women are not excluded from eating with the men ; but there

are certain Tanks or "orders amongft them that can neither eat nor drink together. This

diftinclion begins with the King ; but where it ends I cannot fay.

They feem to have no fet time for meals. They go to bed as foon as it is dark, and

rife with the dawn in the morning.

Their private diverfions are chiefly finging, dancing, and mufic, performed by the

women. The dancing of the men has a thoufand diff"erent motions with the hands,

to which we are entire ftrangers ; and they are performed with an eafe and grace

which are not to be defcribed but by thofe who have feen them.

Whether their marriages be made lafting by any kind of folemn contraft, we could

not determine with precifion ; but it is certain that the bulk of the people fatisfied

themfelves with one vi-ife. The chiefs, however, have commonly feveral women
j

though fome of us were of opinion that there was only one that was looked upon as the

miftrefs of the family.

As female chaftity, at firft fight, feemed to be held in no great eftimation, we
expected to have found frequent breaches of their conjugal fidelity ; but we did them
great injuftice. I do not know that a fingle inftance happened during our whole ftay.

Neither are thofe of the better fort that are unmarried, more free of their favours.

It is true, there was no want of thofe of a different character : but they appeared to be

of the loweft chfs, and fuch of them as permitted familiarities to our people, were
proftitutes by profeffion.

Nothing can be a greater proof of the humanity of thefe people than the concern
they ftiew for the dead. To ufe a common expreffion, their mourning is not in words
but deeds. They beat their teeth with ftones, ftrike a fhark's tooth into the head
until the blood Hows in ftreams, and thruft fpears into the inner part of the thigh,

into their fides below the arm-pits, and through the cheeks into the mouth. All
thefe operations convey an idea of fuch rigorous difcipline, as muft require either an
uncommon degree of affet^ion, or the groffeft fuperftition to exad. It fhould be

obferved
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obferved, however, that the more painful operations are only pradifed on account of

the death of thofe moft nearly connected. The common people are interred in no
particular fpot.

Their long and general mourning proves that they confider death as a very great

evil. And this is confirmed by a very odd cuflom which they praftifc to avert it. They
fuppofe that the Deity will accept of the little finger, as a fort of facrifice efficacious

enough to procure the recovery of their heahh. They cut it off with one of their

flone hatchets. There was fcarcely one in ten of them whom we did not find thus

mutilated, in one or both hands ; which has a difagreeable effeft, efpecially as they

fometimes cut fo clofe that they encroach upon the bone of the hand which joins to

the amputated finger *.

They feem to have little conception of future puniflmient. They believe however
that they are juftly punifhed upon earth j and confequently ufe every method
to render their divinities propitious. The fupreme author of mofl things they call

Kollafootonga ; who they fay is a female, refiding in the fky, and dired:ing the

thunder, wind, rain, and in general all the changes of weather. They believe that

when flie is angry with them, the produdlions of the earth are blaftcd ; that many
things are deilroycd by lightning ; and that they themfelves are affliiSled with ficknefs

and death as well as their hogs and other animals.

When this anger abates, they fuppofe that every thing is reftored to its natural order.

They alfo admit a plurality of deities, though all inferior to Kollafootonga. Amongfl
them they mention Toofooaboolootoo, god of the clouds and fog ; Talleteboo and

fome others refiding in the heavens. The firft in rank and power, who has the go-»

vernment of the fca and its produiflions, is called Futtafaihe, who they fay is a male,

and has for his wife Fykava Kajeea. But their notions of the power, and other attri-

butes of thcfe beings, are fo very abfurd, that they fuppofe they have no tarther con-

cern with them after death.

They have, however, very proper fentiments about the Immateriality and the im-

mortality of the foul. They call it life, the living principle, or, what is more agree-

able to their notions of it, an Otooa ; that is, a divinity, or invifible being.

Of the nature of their government, we know no more than the general outline.

Some of them told us, that the power of the King is unlimited, and that the life and
property of the fubjcft are at his difpofal ; and we faw inftances enough to prove that

the lower order ot people have no property, nor fafety for their perfons, but at the

will of the chiefs to whom they refpedtively belong.

When any one wants to fpeak with the King, or chief, he advances and fits down
before him with his legS acrofs ; which is a pofture to which they are fo much accuf-

tomed, that any other mode of fitting is difagreeable to them t-

To fpeak to the King (landing, would be accounted here as a ftriking mark of

rudcncls.

Though fome of the more potent chiefs may vie with the King in point of aiflual

pofTcffions, they fall very fhort in rank and in certain remarks of refpcft, which the

colledtive body have agreed to pay the monarch. It is a particular privilege annexed

to his fovcrcignty, not to be punclurcd nor circumcifed as all his fubjei^ls are. When-

• It may not be improper to mention licre, on t}ie .Tutliority of Captain King, lliai it is common for

tlie inferior people to cut ofT a joint of their little finger, on account of tlif fi. knrls of llie chiefs to

whom thry bclonjj.

f Tliis i> pttiiliar to the men, the women always fitting wilb both legs thrown a liitlf on one fiJc. We
owe this remark to Captain King.

vol.. XI. 4 u ever
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ever he walks out, every one whom he nicfts inufl fit down till he haa p.illjj. No
one is allowed to be over his head ; on the contrary, all mull come under his feet ; for

there cannot be a greater outward mark of fubmilHon, than that which is paid to tlu

fovcrcij';n, and other great people of thefe iflands, by their inferiors. The method is

this ; the perfon who is to pay obcilance, fquats down before the ciiicf, and bows the

head to the folc of his foot ; which, when he fits, is fo placed that it cannot eafiiy

be come at ; and having tapped or touched it with the under and upper fide of thii

fingers of both hands, he rifes up, and retires. The hands after this application of

them to the chief's feet, are in fome cafes rendered ufelefs for a time ; for until they

be waflied they mufl; not touch any Idnd of food. When the hands are in this flate,

they call it Taboo Rema. Taboo, in general, fignifies forbidden, and Rema is their

word for hand.

Taboo, as I have before obfervcd, is a word of an extenfive fignification. Human
facrifices are called Tangata taboo and when any thing is forbidden to be eat, or made
ufe of, they fiiy that is Taboo.

The language of the Friendly Iflands has the greatefl: affinity imaginable to that of

New Zealand, of Wateeoo, and Mangeea ; and confequentiy to that of Otahekc, and

the Society Iflands.

Having now concluded my remarks on thefe iflands and people, I fliall take my
leave of them.

•»• The voyage to the north-wefl coaft of America belongs to another divifion of

this work.

PART III.

Captain King's Journal of the Tranfadions on returning to the Sandwich I/lands, together

with a 7ninute Account of Captain Cook's Death, from January 1779 to March
following.

KARAKAKOOA Bay is fituated on the wcfl fide of the ifland of Owhyhee, in a

diftricl called Akona. It is about a mile in depth, and bounded by two low points

of land at the diitance of half a league, and bearing fouth-fouih-eafl north-north-wefl

from each other. On the north point, which is flat and barren, ftands the village of

Kowrowa ; and in the bottom of the bay, near a grove of tali cocoa-nut trees, there

is another village of a more confiderable fize, called Kakooa. This bay appearing to

Captain Cook a proper place to refit the fliips, and lay in an additional fupply of water

and provifions, we moored on the noith fide.

As foon as the inhabitants perceived our intention of anchoring in the bay, they

came off from the fhore in ailonifliing numbers, and exprcflfed their joy by finging

and fliouting, and exhibiting a variety of wild and extravagant geflures. The fides,

the decks, and rigging of both fhips were foon completely covered with them ; and
a multitude of women and boys, who had not been able to get canoes, came fwimming
round us in ftioals ; many of whom, not finding room on board, remained the whole
day playing in the water.

Among the chiefs that came on board the Refolution, was a young man called Pareea,
whoni we foon perceived to be a perfon of great authority. On prelenting him.elr 10

Captain Cook, he told him that he was Jakanee * to the King of the ifland, who was

• We afterward met wirh fevtral others of the fame deno.iimation ; but whether it be an office, or
tome degree of afliiiiiy, \\e cuolJ never learn with c:iui.ay,

8 at
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at that time engaged on a military expedition at Mowee, and was expected to return

within three or four days. A few prcfents from Captain Cook attached him entirely

to our interefts, and he became exceedingly ufeful to us in the management of his

countrymen, as we had foon occafion to experience : for we had not been long at

anchor, when it was obferved that the Difcovery had fuch a number of people hanging

on one fide, as occafioned her to heel confiderably ; and that the ir.en were unable to

keep oft" the crowds which continued preffing into her. Captain Cook, being appre-

henfive that fhe might fulfer fome injury, pointed out the danger to Pareea, who im-

mediately went to their afliftance, cleared the fliip of its incumbrances, and drove

away the canoes that furrounded her.

The authority of the chiefs over the inferior people app3ared from this incident, to

be of the mofl defpotic kind. A fimilar inftance of it happened the fame day on

board the Refolution, where the crowd being fo great as to impede the necclfary bufi-

nefs of the fliip, we were obliged to have recourfe to the affiflance of Kaneena, another

of tlieir chiefs, who had likewife attached himfelf to Captain Cook. The inconvenience

we laboured under being made known, he immediately ordered his countrymen to quit

the veffel ; and we were not a little furprifed to fee them jump overboard without

a moment's hefitation ; all, except one man, who loitered behind, and fliewing

fome unwillingnefs to obey, Kaneena took him up in his arms, and threw him into

the fea.

Both thefe chiefs were men of ftrong and well proportioned bodies, and of coun-

tenances remarkably pleafing, Kaneena, efpecially, was one of the fined men I ever

faw. He was about fix feet high, had regular and exprefiive features, with lively dark

eyes ; his carriage was eafy, firm, and graceful.

The inhabitants had hitherto behaved with great fairnefs and honefly, but we now
found the cafe exceedingly altered. The immertfe crowd of iflanders, which blocked

up every part of the flips, not only aiTbrded frequent opportunity of pilfering without

rilk of difcovery, but our inferiority in number held forth a profpecl of efcaping with

impunity in cafe of deteftion. Another circumfiance, to which we attributed this

alteration in their behaviour, was the prefence and encouragement of their chiefs ; for

generally tracing the booty into the poflefTion of fome men of confequence, we had

the ftrongefl reafon to fufpcct that thefe depredations were committed at their

inlligation.

Soon after the Refolution had got into her ftation, our two friends, Pareea and

Kaneena, brought on board a third chief, named Koah, who, we were told, was a piieft,

and had been, in his youth, a diftinguidied warrior. He was a little old man, of an

emaciated figure ; his eyes exceedingly fore and red, and his body covered with a

white leprous fcurfj the effefls of an immoderate ufe of the Ava. Being led into the

cabin, he approached Captain Cook with great veneration, and threw over his fhoulders

a piece oi red cloth, which he had brought along with him. Then ftepping a few

paces back, he made an offering of a fmall pig, which he held in his hand, whilfl: he

pronounced a difcourfe that laftcd for a conliderablc time. This ceremony was fre-

quently repeated during our Itay at Owhyhee, and appeared to us, from many cir-

cumftanccs, to be a fort of religious adoration. Their idols we found always arrayed

Tvith red cloth, in the fame manner as was done to Captain Cook ; and a fmall pig

was their ufual offering to the Eatooas. Their fpeeches, or prayers, were uttered too

with a readinefs and volubility that indicated them to be according to fome formularly.

When this ceremony was over, Koah dined with Captain Cook, eating plentifully

«f what was let before him ; but, like the reft of the inhabitants of the illands in thefe

4 u 2 feai,
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fcas, coiild fcarcely be prevailed on to tade a fccond time our wine or fpirits. In the

evening Optain Cook, attended by Mr. IJayly and myfelf, acconipimied him on (horc.

We landed at the beach, and wore received by four men who carried wiuids tipt with

dog's hair, and marched before us, pronouncing with a loud voice a (hort fentence,

in which we could only diflinguifii the word Orono.* The crowd which had been

collcfted on the fhore, retired at our approach ; and not a perfon was to be fecn, ex-

cept a few lying proftrate on the ground, near the huts of tiie adjoining village.

Before I proceed to relate the adoration that was paid to Captain Cook, and the

peculiar ceremonies with which he was received on this fatal ifland, it will be nccelVary

to defcribe a Moral, or burying-place, fituated at the fouth fide of the beach at Kakooa.

It was a fquare folid pile of flones, about forty yards long, twenty broad, and fourteen

in height. The top was flat and well paved, and furrounded by a wooden rail, on

which were fi.xed the flculls of the captives facrificed on the death of their chiefs. In

the centre of the area, flood a ruinous old building of wood, connected with the rail on

each fide, by a ftone wall, which divided the whole fpace into two parts. On the fide

next the country were five poles, upward of twenty feet high, fupporting an irregular

kind of fcafFold ; on the oppofite fide, toward the fea, flood two fmall houles, with a

covered communication.

We were conduced by Koah to the top of this pile by an eafy afcent, leading from

the beach to the north-wefl corner of the area. At the entrance we faw two large

wooden images, with features violently diflorted, and a long piece of carved wood, of

a conical form inverted, rifing from the top of their heads ; the reft was without form,

and wrapped round with red cloth. We were here met by a tall young man with a

long beard, who prefented Captain Cook to the images ; and, after chanting a kind of

hymn, in which he was joined by Koah, they led us to that end of the Moral where
the five poles were fixed. At the foot of them were twelve images ranged in a femi-

circular form, and before the middle figure flood a high fland or table, on whicli lay a

putrid hog, and unJer it pieces of fugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, plantains, and
fweet potatoes. Koah having placed the captain under this fland, took down the hog,

and held it toward him ; and after having a fecond time addreffed him in a long

fpcech, pronounced with much vehemence and rapidity, he let it fall on the ground,

and led him to the fcaffolding, which they began to climb together, not without great

rifk of falling. At this time we faw, coming in folemn procffiion, at the entrance of

the top of the Morai, ten men carrying a live hog, and a large piece of red cloth.

Being advanced a few paces, they flopped, and prollrated themlelves ; and Kaireekea,

the young man above-mentioned, went to them, and receiving the cloth, carried it to

Koah, who wrapped it round the captain, and afterward cfiercd him the hog, which
was brought by Kaireekeea with the fame ceremony.

Whilft Captain Cook was aloft, in this awkward fituation, fwathed round with red
cloth, and with difficulty keeping his hold amongfl the pieces of rotten fcallblding,

Kaireekea and Kouh began their office, chanting fbmetimes in concert, and fometimes
alternately. This lafted a confiderable time ; at length Koah let the hog drop, when
he and the captain defcended together. He then led him to the imagi.\s before men-
tioned, and having faid fomething to each in a fneering tone, fhapped his fingers at

them as he palTed, he brought him to that in the centre, which, from its being covered

* Captain Cook generally went by th's name amongfl the natives of Owhyhee ; but we could never
learn its prccife meininjj. Sometimes they apph'cd it to an iiiviiiblc bting, who they fuld h'ved in the hea-
vens. Wc alfo found that it was a title bcljn>;ii)g to a perfonajje of great rank ai;d power in the iflanj,

who refembles pretty much the Dclai Lama of the Tartars, and tlie ecclelialiical Emperor of Japan.

with
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with red cloth, appeared to be in greater eftimation than the reft. Before this figure

he proftrated himfelf, and kiffed it ; defiring Captain Cook to do the fame ; who fuf-

fered himfelf to be direded by Koah throughout the whole of this ceremony. We
were now led back into the other divifion of the Moral, where there was a fpace ten

or twelve feet fquare, funk about three feet below the level of the area. Into this we

deicended, and Captain Cook was feated between two wooden idols, Koah fupporting

one of his arms, whilft I was defired to fupport the othei*. At this time arrived a

fecond proceflion of natives, carrying a baked hog, and a pudding, fonie brend-fruir,

cocoa-nuts, and other vegetables. When they approached us, Kaireekeca put himfelf

at their head, and prefenting the pig to Captain Cook in the ufual manner, began the

fame kind of chant as before, his companions making regular refponfes. We obferved

that after every refponfe their parts became gradually fhortery till, towards the clofe,

Kaircekeea's confilled of only two or three words, which the reft anfwered by the

word Orono.

When this offering was concluded, which lafted a quarter of an hour, the natives fat

down fronting us, and began to cut up the baked hog, to peel the vegetables, and

break the cocoa-nuts ; whillt others employed themfelves in brewing the ava ; which

Ts done by chewing it in the fame manner as at the Friendly Iflands. Kaireekeea then

took part of the kernel of a cocoa-nut, which he chewed, and wrapped it in a piece

of cloth, rubbed with it the captain's face, head, hands, arms, and Ihoulders. The
ava was then handed round, and after we had tafted it, Koah and Paroea began to pull

the flefh of the hog in pieces, and to put it into our mouths. I had no great objeftion

to be fed by Pareea, who was very cleanly in his pcrfon ; but Captain Cook, who was

fervcd by Koah, rccolleding the putrid hog, could not fwallow a morfel ; and his

reluctance, as may be fuppofcd, was not diminiflied, when the old man, according to

his own mode of civility, had chewed it for him.

When this laft ceremony was tinilhed, which Captain Cook put an end to as foon a.-*

he decently could, we quitted the Moral, after diftributing amongft the people fome

pieces of iron and other trifles, with which they feemcd highly gratified. The men
with wands conduded us to the boats, repeating the fame words as before. The

people again retired, and the few that remained, proftrated themfelves as we pafled

along the fhore. We immediately went on board, our minds full of what we had

fecn, and extremely well latisfied with the good difpofitions of our new friends. Tht^

meaning of the various ceremonies, with which we had been received, and which, on

account of their novelty aud fingularity, have been related at length, can only he the

fubjed of conjedures, and thole uncertain and paitial: they were, however, without

doubt, expreflive of high rcfped on the pai-t of the natives ; and, as far as related to

the pcrfon of Captain Cook, they feemed approaching to adoration.

The next morning, I went on fhore with a guard of eight marines, including the

corporal ;md lieutenant, having orders to ered the obfervatory in fuch a fituation as

might beft enable me to f. perintend and proted the waterers, and the oth;r working

parties that wore to be on lliore. As we were viewing a fpot conveniently fituated for

this purpofe in the middle of the village, Pareea, who was always ready to flicw both

his power and his good-will, olfered to pull down fome houfes that would have ob-

ftruded our obfervations. However, we thought it proper to decline this offer, and

fixed on a held of fweet potatoLS adjoining to the Moral, which was readily granted us j

and the priells, to prevent tiic intruiion of the natives, immediately confecrated the

place, by fixing their wands round the wall by which it was incloled.

c No
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No canoes ever prcfumed to land near us; the natives fat on the wall, but none

offered to come within the tabooed fpace, till they had obtained our permiflion. But

though the men, at our requcft, would come acrols the field with provifions, yet not

all our endeavours could prevail on the women to approach us. Prefents were tried,

but without cfiodt ; Pareua and Koah were tempted to bring them, but in vain; we
were invariably anfwered, that the Eatooa and Tcrreeoboo (which was the name of

their king) would kill them. This circumftance afforded no fniall matter of amufe-

nient to our friends on board, where the crowds of people, and particularly of women,
that continued to flock thither, obliged them jilmoft every hour to clear the veifel, in

order to have room to do the neceffary duties of the (hip. On thefe occafions, two

or three hundred women were frequently made to jump into the water at once,

where they continued fwimming and playing about, till they again could procure

admittance.

From the 19th to the 24th, when Pareea and Koah left us to attend Terreeoboo,

who had landed on fome other part of the ifland, nothing very material happened

on board. The caulkers were fee to work on the fides of the fiiips, and the rigging

was carefully overhauled and repaired. The falling of hogs for fea-ftore was alfo a

conflant, and one of the principal objedts of Captain Cook's attention.

We had not been long fettled at the obfervatory, before vvedifcoverod, in our neigh-

bourhood, the habitations of a fociety of priefts, whofe regular attendance at the Morai

had excited our curiofity. Their huts flood round a pond of water, and were fur-

rounded by a grove of cocoa-nut trees, which feparatcd them from the beach and the

refl of the village, and gave the place an air of religious retirement. On my ac-

quainting Captain Cook with thefe circumftances, he refolved to pay them a vifit ; and,

as he expedled, was received in the fame manner as before.

On his arrival at the beach, he was condufted to a facred building called Harre-no-

Orono, or the houfe of Orono, and feated before the entrance, at the foot of a wooden
idol, of the fame kind with thofe on the Morai. I was here again made to fupporC

one of his arms, and after wrapping him in red cloth, Kaireekeea, accompanied
by twelve priefts, made an offering of a pig with the ufual folemnities. The pig was
then ftrangled, and a fire being kindled, it was thrown into the embers, and after the

hair was finged off, it was again prefented with a repetition of the chanting, in the

manner before defcribed. The dead pig was ihen held for a fhort time under the
captain's nofe, after which it was laid with a cocoa-nut at his feet, and the performers
fat down. The ava was then brewed, and handed round ; a fat hog ready dreffed was
brought in, and we were fed as before.

During the refl of the time we remained in the bay, whenever Captain Cook came
on fhore he was attended by one of thefe priefls, who went before him, giving notice
that the Orono had landed, and ordered the people toproftrate themfelves. The fame
perfon alfo conffantly accompanied him on the water, fbnding in the bow of the boat,
with a wand in his hand, and giving notice of his approach to the natives, who were
in canoes, on which they immediately left off paddling, and lay down on their faces
till he had paffed. Whenever he flopped at the obfervatory, Kaireekeea and his
brethren immediately made their appearance with hogs, cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, &c.
and prefented them with the ufual folemnities. It was on thefe occafions that forae of
the inferior chiefs frequently requeflcd to be permitted to make an offering to the
Orono. When this was granted, they prefented the hog themfelves, generally with
evident marks of fear in their countenances, whilfl Kaireekeea and the priefls chanted
their accuflomed hymns.

The
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The civilities of this fociety were not, however, confined to mere ceremony and
parade. Our party on fliore received from them, every day, a conftant fupply of hogs
and vejifctables, more than fufficient for our fubfiftence ; and fevcral canoes loaded with

provifions were fent to the fliips with the fame puncluality. No return was ever de-

manded, or even hinted at in the mod diftant manner. Their prefents were made with

a regularity more like the difcharge of a religious duty, than the effect of mere libe-

,rality ; and when we enquired at whofe charge all this munilicence was difplayed, we
were told it was at the cxpence of a great man called Kaoo, the chief of the pricfts,

and grandfather to Kaireekeea, who was at that time ablcnt attending the King of the

ifland.

As every thing relating to the character and behaviour of this people mufl be in-

terefting to the reader, on account of the tragedy that was afterwards acted here, it

will be proper to acquaint him, that we had not always fo much reafon to be fatisficd

with the conduft of the warrior chiefs, or carees, as with that of our priells. In all

our dealings with the former, we found them fufficiently attentive to their own intercils j

and bcfides their habit of Healing, which may admit ot fome excufe, froni the univer-

faiity of the praftice amongll the illanders of thefe feas. they make ufe of other artifices

equally difhi^nourable. 1 fliall only mention one indance, in which w6 difcovered with

regret our friend Koah to be a party principally concerned. As the chiefs, who
brought us prefents of hogs, were always fent back handfomely rewarded, we had

generally a greater fupply than we could make ufe of. On thefe occafions, Koah,

who never failed in his attendance on us, ufed to beg fuch as we did not want,

and they were always given to him. It one day happened that a pig was prefcntcd us,

by a man whom Koah himfelf introduced as a chief, who was defirous of paying his

refpcfts, and we recollected the pig to be the fame that had been given to Koah jult

before. This leading us to fufpect fome trick, we found, on further inquiry, the

pretended chief to be an ordinary perfon ; and on connefting this with other circum-

Itances, we had r(.afon to fufpett that it was not the firll time we had been, the dupes

of the like inipofition.

Things continued in this ftats till the 24th, when we were a good deal furprized to

find that no canoes were fuffcrcd to put off from the fhore, and that the natives kept

clofe to their. houfcs. Alter fevcral hours fufpence, we learned that the bay was

tabooed, and all intercourfe with us interdicted, on account of the arrival of Terrce-

oboo. As we had not forefecn an accident of this fort, the crews of both fliips were

ebligcd to pafs the day without their ui'ual fupply of vegetables. The next morning,

therefore, they endeavoured, both by threats and promifes, to induce the natives to

come alongfide ; and as fome of them were at lafl venturing to put off, a chief was

obferved attempting to dcive them away. A mulquet was immediately fired over his

head, to make him defift, which had the defired effect ; and refrefhments were foon

after purchafed as ufual. hi the afternoon, Terrceoboo arrived, and vifitcd the fliips

in a private manner, attended only by one canoe, in which were his wile and children.

He flayed on board till near ten o'clock, vvhi 11 he returned to the village of Kowrowa.
The next day, about noon, the King, in a large canoe, attended by two others, fee

out from the village, and paddled toward the flnp in great (late. Their appearance

was grand and magnificent. In the firll canoe was Terrceoboo and his chiels drefled

in their rith feathered cloaks and helmets, and armed with long fpears and daggers
;

in the fecot.d came the venerable Kaoo, the chief of the priills, and his brethren, with

their idols difplayed on red doth. Tln-fe idols were bulls of a gigantic fize, made of

wicker-work, and curioufly covered with finall feathers of various colours, wrought
m
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in the Hinic manner with their cloaks. Their eyes were made of large pearl oyfters,

with a black nut fixed in the centre ; their mouths were fet with a double row of the

fangs of dogs, and together with the reft of their features, were ftrangely diftorted.

The third canoe was filled with hogs and various forts of vegetables. As they went

along, the priefts in the centre canoe fung their liymns with great folemnity j and after

paddling round the fliips, inftcad of going on board as was expedted, they made toward

the Ihore at the beach where we were flationed.

As foon as I faw them approaching, I ordered out our little guard to receive the

King ; and Captain Cook, perceiving that he was going on ftiore, followed him, and

•.iirivcd nearly at the fame time. We conducted them into the tent, where the had

fcarccly been feated, when the King rofe up, and in a very graceful manner threw over

the captain's fhoulders the cloak he himielf wore, put a feathered helmet upon his

head, and a curious fan into his hand, He alfo fpread at his feet five or fix other cloaks,

all exceedingly beautiful, and of the greatefl: value. His attendants then brought four

very large hogs, with fugar-canes, cocoa-nuts, and bread-fruit; and this' part of the

ceremony was concluded by the King's exchanging names with Captain Cook, which,

amongft all the iflanders of the Pacific Ocean, is efteemed the ftrongeft pledge of

friendlhip. A proceflion of priefts, with a venerable old perfonage at their head, now
appeared, followed by a long train of men leading large hogs, and others carrying

plantains, fweet potatoes, 8:c. By the looks and geftures of Kaircekeea, 1 immediately

knew the old man to be the chief of the priefts before mentioned, on whofe bounty

we had fo long fubfiftcd. He had a piece of red cloth in his hands, which he wrapped

lound Captain Cook's ftioulders, and afterward prefented him with a fmall pig in

the ufual form. A feat was then made for him, next to the King, after which,

Kaircekeea and his followers began their ceremonies, Kaoo and the chiefs joined in

the refponfes.

As foon as the formalities of the meeting were over. Captain Cook carried Terree-

oboo, and as many chiefs as the pinnace could hold, on board the Refolution. They
were received with every mark of refpefl: that could be fliewn them ; and Captain

Cook, in return for the feathered cloak, put a linen fliirt on the King, and girt his

own hanger round him. The ancient Kaoo, and about half a dozen more old chiefs,

remained on Ihore, and took up their abode at the priefts' houfes. During all this

time not a canoe was feen in the bay, and the natives either kept within their huts, or

lay proftrate on the ground. Before the King left the Refolution, Captain Cook ob-

tained leave for the natives, to come and trade with the (hips as ufual ; but the women,
for what reafon we could not learn, ftill continued under the eft'efts of the taboo,

that is, were forbidden to ftir from home, or to have any communication with us.

The quiet and inoftenfive behaviour of the natives having taken away every appre-

henfion of danger, we did not hefitate to truft ourfelves amongft them at all times, and
in all fituations. The officers of both ftiips went daily up the country in fmall parties,

or even fingly, and frequently remained out the whole night. It would be endlefs

to recount all the inftances of kindaefs and civility which we received upon thofe

occafions. Wherever we went, the people flocked about us, eager to offer every
alliftance in their power, and highly gratified if their fervices were accepted. Various
little arts were praclifed to attraft our notice, or to delay our departure. The boys
and girls ran before, as we walked through their villages, and ftopped us at every
opening, where there was room to form a groupe for dancing. At one time we were
invited to accept a draught of cocoa-nut milk, or fome other refrefliment, under the

ihade

t



CAPTAIN cook's last VOYAGE. 705

ftiade of their huts ; at another, we were feated within a circle of young women
who exerted all their fkill and agility to amufe us with ibngs and dances.

The fatisfaction we derived from their gentlenefs and hofpitality, was, however, fre-

quently interrupted by that propenfity to ftealing, which they have in common with

all the other iflanders of thefc feas. This circumftance was the more diftrefTing, as it .

fometimes obliged us to have rccourfe to afts of feverity, which we fhould willingly

have avoided, if the necefiity of the cafe had not abfolutely called for them. Some
of their mofl: expert fwimmers were one day difcovered under the fhips, drawing out

the filling nails of the fheathing, which they performed very dexteroully by means of
a fhort Hick, with a flint flone fixed in the end of it. To put a fl:op to this pradice,

which endangered the very exiflence of the veflels, we at firft fired fmall ihot at the

offenders ; but they eafily got out of our reach by diving under the fhip's bottom.

It was therefore found neceflary to make an example, by flogging one of them on
board the Difcovery.

The head of the Refolution's rudder being found exceedingly (haken, and moft of
the pintles either loofe or broken, it was unhung, and fent on fliore on the 27th, in

the morning, to undergo a thorough repair. At the fame time the carpenters were
fent into the country, under condudt of fome of Kaoo's people, to cut planks for

the head rail-work, which was alfo entirely decayed and rotten.

On the 28th, Captain Gierke, whofe ill health confined him for ,the mod part on^
board, paid Terreeoboo his firfl: vifit at his hut on fhore. He was received with the

fame formalities as were obferved with Captain Cook ; and, on his coming away, though
the vifit was quite unexpected, he received a prefent of thirty large hogs, and as much
fruit and roots as his crew could confume in a week.

As we had not yet feen any thing of their fports or athletic exercifes, the natives, at

requeft of fome of our officers, entertained us this evening with a boxing-match.

I'hough thefe games were much inferior, as well in point of folemnity and mag-
nificence, as in the flcill and powers of the combatants, to what we had feen ex-

hibited at the Friendly iflands, yet, as they differed in fome particulars, it may not

be improper to give a fliort account of them. "We found a vafl: concourfe of people

affembled on a level fpot of ground, at a little diflance from our tents. A long

fpace was left vacant in the midfl of them, at the upper end of which fat the judges,

under three (tandards, from which hung flips of cloth of various colours, the {kins

of two wild geefe, a few finall birds, and bunches of feathers. When the fports

were ready to begin, the fignal was given by the judges, and immediately two com-
batants appeared. They came forward flowly, lifting up their feet very high behind,

and drawing their hands along the foles. As they approached they frequently eyed
each other from head to foot, in a contemptuous manner, calling feveral arch looks

at the fpeftators, draining their mufcles, and ufing a variety of aftecled geftures.

Being advanced within reach of each other, they Itood with both arms held out

itraight before their faces, at which part all their blows were aimed. They (truck in,

what appeared to our eyes, an awkward maimer, with a full fwing of the arm ; made
no attempt to parry, but eluded their adverl'ary's attack by an inclination of the

body, or by retreating. The battle was quickly decided ; for if either of them >vas

knocked down, or even fell by accident, he was confidered as vanquifhed ; and the

vidor exprelfed his triumph by a variety ot geltures, which ufually excited, as was
intended, a loud laugh among the Ipedators. He then waited for a fecond antago-

nilt ; and if again vidorious, for a third ; till he was at laft, in his turn, defeated. As
thefe games were given at ou/ defire, we found it was univcrfally expected that we

VOL- XI. 4 X ihould
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fhould have borne our part in them ; but our people, though much prefled by the

natives, turnni a deaf -.^ar to their challenge, remembering full well the blows they got

at the Friend!;' iflands.

This day died William "Watman, a fcaman of the gunner's crew ; an event which

I mention the more particularly, as death had hitherto been very rare amongfl us.

He was an old man, and much refpeded on account of his attachment to Captain

Cook, He had formerly fcrvcd as a marine twenty-one years ; after which he entered

as a feaman on board the Rcfolution in 1772, and ferved with Captain Cook in his

voyage toward the fouth pole. At their return, he was admitted into Greenwich Hof-

pital, through the captain's intereft, at the fame time with himfelf ; and being refolved.

to follow throughout the fortunes of his benefaftor, he alfo quitted it along with him,

on his being appointed to the command of the prefcnt expedition.

At the requefl: of the King of the ifland, he was buried on the IMorai, and the ce-

remony was performed with as much folemnity as our fituation permitted. Old Kaoo
and his brethren were fpe£tators, and preferved the mod: profound fdence and attention,

wliilft the fervice was reading. When we began to fill up the grave, they approached

it with great reverence, threw in a dead pig, fome cocoa-nuts, and plantains ; and
for three nights afterward they furrounded it, facrificing hogs, and performing their

ufual ceremonies of hymns and prayers, which continued till day-break.

At the head of the grave was erected a poft, and nailed upon it a fquare piece of

board, on which was infcribcd the name of the deceafed, his age, and the day of his

death. This they promifed not to remove ; and we have no doubt, but that it

will be fuffered to remain, as long as the frail materials of which it is made will

permit.

The fhips being in great want of fuel, the captain defired me, on the 2d of Febru-
ary, to treat with the priefts, for the purchafe of the rail that furrounded the top of
the Moral. I muft confefs, I had at firft fome doubt about the decency of this pro-

pofal, and was apprehenfive that even the bare mention of it might be confidered

by them, as a piece of fhocking impiety. In this however I found myfelf miftaken.

Not the I'mallefl furprife was expreffed at the application, and the wood was readily

given, even without Itipulating for any thing in return. Whilfl the failors were taking

it away, I obferved one of them carrying oflf a carved image ; and, on further in-

quiry, I found that they had conveyed to the boats the whole * femicircle. Though
this was done in the prelence of the natives, who had not ihewn any mark of refent-

nicnt at it, but had even affilled- them in the removal, I thought it proper to fpeak
to Kaoo on the fubjeft ; who appeared very indifferent about the matter, and only
defired that we would reftore the centre image I have mentioned before, which he
carried into one of the priefl's houfes.

Terreeoboo, and his chiefs, had for fome days pafl been very inquifitive about
the time of our departure. This circumftance had excited in me a great curiofity to

^;know what opinion this people had formed of us, and what were their ideas refpeding
the caufe and objecb of our voyage. I took fome pains to fatisfy myfelf on thefe
points ; but could never learn any thing further than that they imagined we came from
fome country where provifions had failed ; and that our vifit to them was merely for
the purpofe of Elling our bellies. Indeed, the meagre appearance of feme of our
crew, the hearty appetites with which we fat down to their frefh provifions, and our
great anxiety to purchafe and carry off as much as we were able, led them naturally

• See defcription 01 tlie Meroi, in page 700.

enough
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enough to fuch a conclufion. To thefe may be added, a clrcumflance which puzzled

them exceedingly, our having no women with us ; together with our quiet conduft,

and unwarlike appearance. It was ridiculous enough to fee them ftroking the fides,

and patting the bellies, of the failors (who were certainly much improved in the

ileekncfs of their looks, during our fliort ftay in the ifland), and telling them, partly

by figns, and partly by words, that it was time for them to go ; but if they would
come again the next bread-fruit fcafon, they fliould be better able to fupply their

wants. We had now been fixtecn days in the bay ; and if our enormous confump-
tion of hogs and vegetables be confidered, it need not be wondered that they fliould

wifti to fee us take our leave. On our telling Tcrreeoboo we (hould leave tiie illand

on the next day but one, we obferved that a fort of proclamation was immediately

made through the villages, to require the people to bring in their hogs Snd vegetables,

for the King to prefent to the Orono on his departure.

The next day being fixed for our departure, Terreeoboo invited Captain Cook and
myfelf to attend him, on the 3d, to the place were Kahoo refided. On our arrival

we found the ground covered with parcels of cloth ; a vaft quantity of red and yel-

low feathers, tied to the fibres of cocoa-nut hulk ; and a great number of hatchets,

and other pieces of iron-ware, that had been got in barter from us. At a little

diftance from thefe lay an immenfe quantity of vegetables of every kind, and near

them was a very large herd of hogs. At firll XV-e imagined the whole to be intended

as a prefent for us, till Kaireekeea informed me that it was a gift, or tribute, from
the people of that diftrlft to the King ; and, accordingly, as foon as we were feated,

they brought all the bundles, and laid them feverally at Terreeoboo's feet, who gave

all the hogs and vegetables, and two-thirds of the cloth, to Captain Cook and my-
felf. We were aftonilhed at the value and magnitude of this prefent, which far

exceeded every thing of the kind we had feen, either at the Friendly or Society

idands.

The fame day we quitted the Morai, and got the tents and agronomical inftruments

on board. The charm of the taboo was now removed ; and we had no fooner left

the place, than the natives ruflied in, and fearched eagerly about, in expectation of

finding fomething of value that we might have left behind. Here, I hope, I may be'

permitted to relate a trifling occurrence, in which I was principally concerned. Having
had the command of the party on fliore, during the whole time we were in the bay,

I had an opportunity of becoming well acquainted with the natives.

I fpared no endeavours to conciliate their affeclions and gain their efteem ; and had
the good fortune to fucceed fo far, that, when the time of our departure was made
known, I was ftrongly folicited to remain behind, not without offers of the mofl flat-

tering kind. When I excufed myfelf, by faying that Captain Cook would not give

his confent, they propofed that I Ihould retire into the mountains, where they faid

they would conceal me, till after the departure of the fliips ; and on my affuring

them, that the captain would not leave the bay without me, Terreeoboo and Kaoo waited

upon Captain Cook, whofe fon they fuppofcd I was, with a formal requeft that I might

be left behind. The captain, to avoid giving a pofitive refufal to an olFer fo kindly in-

tended, told them that he could not part with me at that time, but that he fliould

return to the ifland next year, and would then endeavour to fettle the matter to their

fatisfadion.

Early in the morning of the 4th of February, we unmoored and failed out of the

bay, with the Difcovcry in company, and were followed by a great number of canoes.

Captain Cook's defign was to finifli the furvcy of Owhyhee, before he vifited the

4x2 other
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Other iflanJs, in liopcs of meeting with a road better (heltcred than the bay we had

jull i.ft.

We hati calm weather this and the following day, which made our protrrefs to the

northward very flow. We were accompanied by a great number ct the natives in their

canops. In the morning of the 6th, having parted the wefl;eramoil point of the ifland,

we found ourfelves abreaft of a deep bay, called by the natives Toc-yah-yah. We had

great hopes that this bay would furnilli us with a fafe and commodious harbour, as we
faw to the north-eafl, feveral fine ftreams of water. Thefe obfervations agreeing with

the accounts given us by Koah, who accompanied Captain Cook, and had changed his

name, out of compliment to us, into Britannee, the pinnace was hoifted out, and the

mafter, with Britannee, for his guide, was fent to examine the bay, whilft the fhips

worked up after them.

In the afternoon the weather became gloomy, and the gufls of wind that blew off

the land were fo violent, as to make it neceflary to take in all the fails, and bring to,

under the mizcn fl:ay-fail.

The mafter reported to Captain Cook, that the place would by no means anfwer

our purpofe, and that Britannee had contrived to flip away, being afraid of returning,

as we imagined, becaufe his information had not proved true.

In the afternoon of the 7th, though the weather was ftill fqually, we flood in for

the land, and being about three leagues from it we faw a canoe, with two men pad-

dling towards us, which we immediately conjeftured had been driven oft" the ftiore by

the late boifterous weather, and therefore flopped the fliip's way in order to take them

in. Thefe poor wretches were fo entirely exhaufted with fatigue, that, had not one

of the natives on board, obferving their weaknefs, jumped into the canoe to their

aflillance, they would fcarcely have been able to faften it to the rope we had thrown

out for that purpofe. It was with difficulty we got them up the ftiip's fide, together

with a child, about four years old, which they had laflicd under the thwarts of the

canoe, where it had lain with only its head above water. They told us, they had left

the fliore the morning before, and had been from that time without food or water.

The ufual precautions were taken in giving them victuals, and the child being com-

mitted to the care of one of the women, we found them all next morning perfectly

recovered.

At midnight on the 7th, a gale of wind came on, which obliged us to double-reef

the topfails, and get down to top-gallant yards. On the 8th at daybreak, we found

that the foremaft had given away. This accident induced Captain Cook to return

to Karakakoa bay. On the icth, the weather became moderate, and a few canoes

came oft" to us, from which we learnt that the late ftorms had done much mifchief, and

that feveral large canoes had been loft. During the remainder of the day we kept

beating to windward, and before night we were within a mile of the bay ; but not

chufing to run on while it was dark, we ftood oft" and on till day-light next morning,

when we dropt anchor nearly in the fame place as before.

We were employed the whole of the i ith and part of the 12th, in getting out the

foremaft, and fending it with the carpenters on ftiore. Befides the damage which the

head of the maft had fuftained, we found the heel exceedingly rotten, having a large

hole up the middle of it capable of holding four or five cocoa-nuts. As thefe re-

pairs were likely to take up feveral days, Mr. Bayly and myfelf got the aftronomical

apparatus on fliore the i 2th, and pitched our tents on the Moral, having with us a

guard of a corporal and fix marines. We renewed our friendly correfpondence with

the priefts, who, for the greater fecurity of the workmen and their tools, tabooed

8 the
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the place where the maft lay, flicking their wands round it as before. The fail-makers
were alfo fent on fliore, to repair the damages which had taken place in their depart-
ment during the late gales. They were lodged in a houfe adjoining to the Moral that
was lent us by the priefts. Such were our arrangements on fliore. I fliall now pro-
ceed to the account of thofe other traniactions with the natives, which led by degrees
to the fatal cataftrophe of the 14th.

Upon coming to anchor, we were furprized to find our reception very different from
what it had been on our firfl arrival ; no fliouts, no buflle, no confufion ; but a foli-

tary bay, with only here and there a canoe ftcaling clofe along the fliore. The impulfe
of curiofity, which had before operated to fo great a degree, might now indeed be fup-
pofed to have ceafed ; but the hofpitable treatment we had invariably met with, and
the friendly footing on which we parted, gave us fonie reafon to expeft that they
would again have flocked about us with great joy on our return.

We were forming various conjeftures upon the occafion of this extraordinary an-
pearance, when our anxiety was at length relieved by the return of a boat which had
l5een fent on fliore, and brought us word that Terreeoboo was abfent, and had left

the bay under the taboo. Though this account appeared very fatisfaftory to moft of
us, yet others were of opinion, or rather, perhaps, have been led by fubfequent events
to imagine, that there was fomcthing at this time very fufpicious in the behaviour of
the natives ; and that the interdiction of all intercourfe with us, on pretence of the
King's abfence, was only to give him time to confult the chiefs in what manner it might
be proper to treat us. Whether theie fufpicions were well founded, or the account
given us by the natives was the truth, we were never able to afcertain. For though
it is not improbable that our fuddcn return, for which they could fee no apparent
caufe, and the neceflity of which we afterward found it very difficult to make them
comprehend, might occafion fome alarm

;
yet the unfufpicious conduft of Terreeoboo

who, on this fuppofcd arrival, the next morning came immediately to vifit Captain
Cook, and the confcquent return of the natives to their former friendly intercourfe

with us, are fl:rong proofs that they neither meant, nor apprehended, any change
of conduft.

In fupport of this opinion, I may add the account of another accident, precifely of
the fame kind, which happened to us on our firft vifit, the day before the arrival of
the King. A native had fold a hog on board the Refolution, and taken the price
agreed on, when Pareca, pafling by, advifed the man not to part with the hog, with-
out the advanced price. For this he was fliarply fpoken to, and puflied away ; and
the taboo being foon after laid on the bay, we had at firfl: no doubt but that it was
in confequence ot the oflence given to the chief. Both thefe accidents ferve to flievv

how very difficult it is to draw any certain conclufion from the aC-fions of people
with whofa cufloms, as well as language, we are lb imperfectly acquainted : at the
fame time, fome idea may be I'omied from them of the ditHculties, at the fird view
perhaps not very apparent, which thofe have to encounter, who, in all their tranfatlions

with ihefe flrangers, have to fleer their courfe amidfl fo much uncertainty, where a
trifling error may be attended with even the moft iatal confequenccs. However true
or falfe our conjedures may be, things went on in their ufual quiet courfe till the
afternoon of the i :;th.

Toward the evening of that day, the officer who commanded the watering party of
the Difcovcry, came to inform me, that fcveral chiefs had aflembled at the well near

the beach, driving away the natives, whom he had hired to aflift the failors in rolling

down
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down the caflcs to the fliore. He told me at the fame time, that he thought their

behaviour extremely fufpicious, and that they meant to give him fome farther dif-

turbaiicc. At his requeft, therefore, I fent a marine along with hiin, but fuffei-ed

him to take only his fide-arms. In a fliort time the ofDcer returned, and on his

acquainting me that the iflanders had armed themfelves with ftones, and were growa

very tumultuous, I went myfelf to the fpot, attended by a marine with his mufquet.

Seeing us approach, they threw away their ftones, and on my fpeaking to fome of the

chiefs, the mob were driven away, and thofe who chofe it were fuftered to aflill in filling

the cafks. Having left things quiet here, I went to meet Captain Cook, whom 1 faw

coming on fhore in the pinnace. I related to him what had juft paffed ; and he

ordered me, in cafe of their beginning to throw ftones, or behave infolently, immediately

to fire a ball at the offenders. I accordingly gave orders to the corporal to have the

pieces of the fentinels loaded with ball, inftcad of fmall fhot.

Soon after our return to the tents, we were alarmed by a continued fire of mufquets

from the Difcovery, which we obferved to be directed at a canoe that we faw paddling

toward the fhore in great hafte, purfued by one of our fmall boats. We immediately

concluded that the firing was in confequence of fome theft, and Captain Cook ordered

me to follow him with a marine armed, and to endeavour to feize the people as they

came on fliore. Accordingly we ran toward the place where we fuppofed the canoe

would land, but we were too late ; the people having quitted it, and made their efcape

into the country before our arrival.

We were at this time ignorant that the goods had been already reftored ; and as we
thought it probable, from the circumftances we had at firft obferved, that they might

be ot importance, were unwilling to relinquifti our hopes of recovering them. Having

therefore inquired of the natives which way the people had fled, we followed them till

it was near dark, when judging ourfelves to be about three miles from the tents, and
fufpefting that the natives, who frequently encouraged us in the purfuit, were amufing

us with falfe information, we thought it in vain to continue our fearch any longer, and
returned to the beach.

During our abfence, a difference of a more ferious and unpleafant nature had
happened. The officer, who had been fent in the fmall boat, and was returning on
board with the goods which had been reftored, obferving Captain Cook and me
engaged in the purfuit of the offenders, thought it his duty to feize the canoe, which
was left drawn up on the fliore. Unfortunately this canoe belonged to Pareea, who
arriving at the fame moment from on board the Difcovery, claimed his property with

many proteftatlons of his innocence. The officer refufing to give it up, and being joined

by the crew of the pinnace, a fcufile enfued, in which Pareea was knocked down by a

violent blow upon his head with an oar. The natives who were collected about the

fpot, and had hitherto"been peaceable fpeftators, immediately attacked our people with

fuch a fliovver of ftones, as forced them to retreat with great precipitation, and fwim off

to a rock at fome diftance from the fhore. The pinnace was immediately ranfacked by
the iflanders ; and but for the timely interpofition of Pareea, who feenied to have

recovered from the blow, and forgot it at the fame inftant, would foon have
been entirely demoliflied. Having driven away the crowd, he made figns to our people

that they might come and take poffeffion of the pinnace, and that he would endeavour
to get back the things which had been taken out of it. After their departure he
followed thenl in his canoe, with a midftiipman's cap, and fome other trifling articles of
the plunder, and with much apparent concern at what had happened, aflced if the Orono
"^

9 would
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would kill him, and whether he would permit him to come on board the next day ?

On being affured that he ihould be well received, he joined nofes (as their cudom is)

with the officers, in token of friendfhip, and paddled over to the village of Kowrowa.
"When Captain Cook was informed of what had pafled, he exprefled much uneafinefs

at it, and, as we were returning on board, " I am afraid," faid he, " that thefe people

will oblige me to ufe fome violent meafures; for (he added) they muft not be left to

imagine that they have gained an advantage over us " However, as it was too late to

take any fleps this evening, he contented himfelf with giving orders that every man
and woman on board fhould be immediately turned out of the fhip. As foon as this

order was executed, I returned on fiiore; and our former confidence in the natives

being now much abated by the events of the day, I polled a double guard on the

Morai, with orders to call me, if they faw any men lurking about the beach. At
about eleven o'clock five iflanders were obferved creeping round the bottom of the

Morai ; they feemed very cautious in approaching us, and at laft finding themfelves

difcovered, retired out of fight. About midnight one of them venturing up clofe to

the obfervatory, the fentinel fired over him ; on which the men fled, and we pafied the

remainder of the night without farther difturbance.

Next morning, the 14th, at day-light, I went on board the Refolution for the time-

keeper, and in my way was hailed by the Difcovery, and informed that their cutter

had been ftolen during the night from the buoy where it was moored.

When I arrived on board, I found the marines arming, and CaptainCook loading his

double-barrelled gun. Whilfl; I was relating to him what had happened to us in the night,

he interrupted me with fome eagernefs, and acquainted me with the lofs of the Dif-

covery's cutter, and with the preparations he was making for its recovery. It had been

his ulual pradice, whenever any thing of confequence was loft at any of the iflands in

this ocean, to get the King or fome of the principal erees on board, and to keep them
as hoftages till it was reftored. This method, which had been always attended with

fuccefs, he meant to purfue on the prefent occafion ; and, at the fame time, had given

orders to ftop all the canoes that fhould attempt to leave the bay, with an intention of

feizing and deftroying them, if he could not recover the cutter by peaceable means.

Accordingly, the boats of both Ihips, well manned and armed, were ftationed acrofs the

bay ; and before I left the fhip, fome great guns had been fired at two large canoes that

were attempting to make their efcape.

It was between i'even and eight o'clock when we quitted the fhip together ; Captain

Cook in the pinnace, having Mr. Phillips and nine marines with him, and myfelf in

the fmall boat. The laft orders I received from him were to quiet the minds of the

natives on our fide of the bay, by afTuring them they fhould not be hurt ; to keep my
people together, and to be on my guard. We then parted ; the captain went towai'd

Kowrowa, where the King refided ; and I proceeded to the beach. My firft care on
going afhore was, to give ftrict orders to the marines to remain within the tent, to load

their pieces with ball, and not to quit their arms. Afterward, I took a walk to the huts

of old Kaoo and the priefts, and explained to them as well as I could the objeft of the

hoftile preparations, which had excccdhigly alarmed them. I found that ihey had
already heard of the cutter's being ftolen, and I affured them, that though Captain Cook
was relblvcd to recover it, and to punifli the authors of the theft, yet that they, and

the people of the village on our fide, need not be under the fmalleft apprehcnfion of

£uffering any evil from us. I defired the priefts to explain this to the people, and to

tell them not to be alarmed, but to conunue peaceable and quiet. Kaoo afked me
with
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with great eameflnefs, if Tcrrceoboo was to be hurt ? I aflured him he was not ; and

both he and the red of his brethren feemed much fatisfied with this affurance-

In the mean time Captain Cook, having called oft' the launch, which was ftationed

at the north point of the bay, and taking it along with him, proceeded to Kowrowa,

and landed with the lieutenant and nine marines. He immediately marched to the

village, where he was received with the ufual marks of refpcft ; the people proflrated

themfelves before him, and bringing their accuflomed ofterings of fmall hogs.

Finding that there was no fufpicion of his defign, his next flep was to inquire for

Terreeoboo, and the two boys, his fons, who had been his conflant guefts on board the

Refolution. In a fliort time the boys returned along with the natives, who had been fent

m fearch of them, and immediately led Captain Cook to the houfe where the King had

flept. They found the old manjufl awoke from lleep ; and after a fhort converfation

about the lofs of the cutter, from which Captain Cook was convinced that he was in

no wife privy to it, he invited him to return in the boat, and fpend the day on board

the Refolution. To this propofal the King readily confented, and immediately got up

to accompany him.

lliings were in this profperous train ; the two boys being already in the pinnace, and

the reft of the party, having advanced near the water-fide, when an elderly woman,
called Kanee-kabareea, the mother of the boys, and one of the King's favourite wives,

came after him, and with many tears and entreaties befought him not to go on board.

At the fame time two chiefs, who came along with her, laid hold on him, and infifting

that he fliould go no farther, forced him to fit down. The natives, who were collecting

in prodigious numbers along the fliore, and had probably been alarmed by the firing of

the great guns, and the appearances of hoftility in the bay, began to throng round
Saptain Cook and their King. In this fituation, the lieutenant of marines obferving

that his men were huddled clofe together in the crowd, and thus incapable of ufing

their arms, if any occafion fhould require it, propofed to the captain to draw them up
along the rocks clofe to the water's edge ; and the crowd readily making way for them
to pafs, they were drawn up in a line at the diftance of about thirty yards from the place

where the King was fitting.

All this time the old King remained on the ground, with the ftrongeft marks of
terror and dejection in his countenance ; Captain Cook, not willing to abandon the

objeft for which he had come on fhore, continuing to urge him in the moft prefling

, manner to proceed ; whilft on the other hand, whenever the King appeared inclined

to follow him, the chiefs who flood round him interpofed, at firfl with prayers and
entreaties, but afterward having recourfe to force and violence, infifted on his flaying

where he was. Captain Cook therefore finding that the alarm had fpread too generally,

and that it was in vain to think any longer of getting him off without bloodfhed, at laft

gave up the point ; obferving to Mr. Phillips, that it would be impoflible to compel him
to go on board without the rifk of killing a great number of the inhabitants.

Though the enterprife which had carried Captain Cook on fhore had now failed and
was abandoned, yet his perfon did not appear to have been in the leaft danger, till an
accident happened which gave a fatal turn to the affair. The boats which had been
flationed acrofs the bay, having fired at fome canoes that were attempting to get out,
unfortunately had killed a chief of the firll rank. The news of his death arrived at
the village where Captain Cook was, jufl as he had left the King, and was walking
flowly toward the fhore. The ferment it occafioned was very confpicuous, the women
and children were immediately fent off ; and the men put on their war-mats, and

armed
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armed themfelves with fpears and ftones. One of the natives, having in his hand a
(lone, and a long iron fpike (which they called a pahooa), came up to the captain,

flourifliing his weapon by way of defiance, and threatening to throw the ftone. The
captain defired him to defifl: ; but the man perfifting in his infolence, he was at length
provoked to fire a load of fmall (hot. The man having his mat on, which the /hot

were not able to penetrate, this had no othcrcffcd than to irritate and encourage them.
Several ftoncs wore thrown at the marines ; and one of the erees attempted to flab

Mr. Phillips with his pahooa, but failed in the attempt, and received from him a blow
with the but-end oi his mufqiict. Captain Cook now fired his fccond barrel, loaded
with ball, and killed one oi the forcmofl: of the natives. A general attack .with fiones

immediately tollowed, which was anfwered by a difcharge of mufquetry from the ma-
rines, and the people in the boats. I'he iflanders, contrary to the expectation of every
one, ftood the fire with great firmnefs ; and before the marines had time to reload,

they broke in upon them with dreadful (houts and yells. What followed was a fcene
of the iitniofi: horror and confufion.

Four of the marines were cut off amongft the rocks in their retreat, and fell a facri-

fice to the fury of the enemy ; three more were dangeroufly wounded ; and the lieute-

nant, who had received a flab between the Hioulders with a pahooa, having fortunately

rcfervcd his fire, fhot the man who had wounded him, jufl as he was going to repeat
his blow. Our unfortunate commander, the lall time he, was fecn diftindly, was
{landing at the water's edge, and calling out to the boats to ceafe firing, and to

pull in. If it be true, as fome of thofe who were prefent imagined, that the marines
and boat- men had fired without his orders, and that he was defirous of preventing any
further bloodlhed, it is not improbable that his humanity on this occafion proved
fatal to him ; for it was remarked, that whilfl; he faced the natives, none of them had
oft'ered him any violence ; but that having turned about, to give his orders to the boats,

he was ftabbcd in the back, and fell with his face into the water. On feeing him fall,

the iflanders fet up a great fhout, and his body was immediately dragged on fliore, and
furrounded by the enemy, who fnatching the dagger out of each other's hands, fhewed
a favage eagernefs to have a fhare in his deftruction.

Thus tell our great and excellent commander ! After a life of fo much diftinguifhed

and fuccefsful enterprife, his death, as far as regards himfelf, cannot be reckoned pj-e-

mature ; fince he lived to finifli the great work for which he feems to have been de-
figned ; and was rather removed from the enjoyment, than cut off from the acquifidon

of glory. I low fincerely his lofs was felt and lamented by thofe who had fo long found
their general fccurity in his Ikill and condud, and every conlblation, under their

hardfliips, in his tendernefs and humanity, it is neither neceflary nor polTible for me
to def'cribe ; much lefs fiiall I attempt to paint the horror with which we were flruck,

and the univcrfal dejcflion and difmay which followed lb dreadful and unexpected a
calamity.

It has been already related, that four of the marines who attended Captain Cook
were killed by the iflanders on the fpot. The rell, with Mr. Phillips, their lieutenant,

threw themfelves into the water and efcaped, under cover of a fmart fire from the
boats. On this occafion, a remarkable inftance of gallant behaviour, and of atfedioa

for his men, was fliewn by that officer : for he had fcarcely got into the boat, when
feeing one of the marines, v\ ho v.as a bad fwimmcr, firuggling in the water, and in

danger of being taken by the enemy, he innnediatcly jumped into the fea to his

aflifiance, though much wounded himlelf 5 and after receiving a Mow on the head from
VOL. XI. - 4 y a ftone,
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a ftone, w hich had nearly fcnt him to the bottom, he caught the man by the hair and

brought him fafe off.

Our people continued for fome time to keep up a conflant lire from the boats (which

during the whole tranfac^ion were not more than twenty yards from the land,) in order

to afford their unfortunate companions, if any of them fliould dill remain alive, aii

opportunity of efcaping. Thefe efforts, feconded by a few guns that were fired at the

fame time from the Reiblution, having forced the natives at laft to retire, a fmall boat

manned by five of our young midfliipmen, pulled toward the fhore, where they faw
the bodies, without any figns of life, lying on the ground ; but judging it dangerous

to attempt to bring them off, with fo fmall a force, and their ammunition being nearly

expended, they returned to the fhips, leaving them in poffeffion of the iflanders, to-

gether with ten flands of arms.

As foon as the general confternation, which the news of this calamity occafioned

throughout both crews, had a little fubfided, their attention was called to our party at

the Morai, where the maft and fails were on fhore, with a guard of only fix marines.

It is impoffible tor me to defcribe the emotions of my own mind, during the time thefe

tranfaQions had been carrying on, at the other fide of the bay. Being at the diftance

only of a fliort mile from the village of Kowrowa, we could fee diftinftly an immenfe
crowd collcfted on the fpot where Captain Cook had juft before landed. We heard
the firing of the mufquetry, and could perceive fome extraordinary buftle and agi-

tation in the multitude. We afterwards faw the natives flying, the boats retire from
the fhore, and paffmg and repaffmg, in great ftillnefs, between the fhips. I muft
confefs that my heart foon mifgave me. Where a life fo dear and valuable was con-
cerned, it was impoffible not to be alarmed, by appearances both new and threatening.

But, befides this, I knew that a long and uninterrupted courfe of fuccefs, in his tranf-

adions with the natives of thefe feas, had given the captain a degree of confidence
that I was always fearful might, at fome unlucky moment, put him too much off his

guard ; and I now faw all the dangers to which that confidence might lead, without
receiving much confolation from confidering the experience that had given rife to it.

My firfl care, on hearing the mufquets fired, was to aifure the people, who were
affembled in confidcrable numbers round the wall of our confecrated field, and feemed
equally at a lofs with ourfelves how to account for what they had feen and heard, that

they fhould not be molefted ; and that, at all events, I was defirous of continuing on
peaceable terms with them. We remained in this pofture till the boats had returned
onboard, when Captain Gierke obfcrving, through his telefcope, that we were fur-

rounded by the natives, and apprehending they meant to attack us, ordered two four-

pounders to be fired at them. Fortunately thefe guns, though well aimed, did no
mifchief, and yet gave the natives a convincing proof of their power. One of the balls

broke a cocoa-nut tree in the middle, under which a party of them were fitting ; and
the other fhivercd a rock that flood in an exadt line with them. As I had juft before
given them the ftrongefl affurances of their fafcty, I was exceedingly mortified at this

ad of hoflility ; and to prevent a repetition of it, immediately difpatched a boat to
acquaint Captain Clerke that at prefent I was on the mofl friendly terms with the na-
tives ; and that, if occafion fhould hereafter arife for altering my condud toward them,
I would hoift a jack, as a fignal for him to afford us all the affiftance in his power.
We expeded the return of the boat with the utmoft impatience ; and after remaining

a quarter of an hour, under the mofl torturing anxiety and fufpenfe, our fears were
at length confinned, by th*e arrival of Mr. Bligh, with orders to flrike the tents as

9 quickly
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quickly as poflible, and to fend the fails that were repairing on board. Jufl: at the fame
moment our friend Kaireekeea, having alfo received intelligence of the death of Cap-
tain Cook, from a native who had arrived from the other fide of the bay, came to me
with great forrow and dejcdtion in his countenance, to enquire if it was true.

Our fituation was at (his time extremely critical and important. Not only our own
lives, but the event of the expedition, and the return of at leafl one of the {hips,

being involved in the fame common danger. We had the mart of the Refolution,

and the greateft part of our fails on fliore, under the protection of only fix marines :

their lofs would have been irreparable ; and though the natives had not as yet fhewn
the fmalleft difpofition to molelt us, yet it was impoffible to anfwer for the alteration,

which the news of the tranfadion at Kowrowa might produce. I therefore thought
it prudent to diflemble my belief of the death of Captain Cook, and to defire Kai-

reekeea to difcourage the report, left either the fear of our refentment, or the fuccelT-

ful example of their countrymen, might lead them to feize the favourable opportunity,

which at this time offered itfelf, of giving us a fecond blow. At the fame time, I ad-

vifed him to bring old Kaoo, and the reft of the prieft, into a large houfe that was
clofe to the Moral

;
partly out of regard to their fafcty, in cafe it Ihould have been

neccflary to proceed to extremities, and partly to have him near us, in order to make
ufe of his authority with the people, if it could be initrumental in preferving peace.

Having placed the marines on the top of the Moral, which formed a ftrong and
advantageous port, and left the command with Mr. Bligh, giving him the moft pofitive

diredions to a<St entirely on the defenfive, I went on board the Difcovery, in order to

rcprefent to Captain Clerke the dangerous fituation of our affairs. As foon as I quitted

the fpot, the natives began to annoy our people \\ ith ftones ; and I had fcarccly reached
the fliip, before I heard the firing of the marines. 1 therefore returned inftantly on
fhore, where I found things growing every moment more alarming. The natives were
arming, and putting on their mats ; and their numbers increai'cd very fart. I could
alfo perceive feveral large bodies marching toward us, along the cliff which feparates

the village of Kakooa from the north fide of the bay where the village of Kowrowa
is fituated.

They began at firft to attack us with flones, from behind the walls of their enclo-

fures, and finding no refiltance on our part, they foon grew more daring. A few
refolute fellows having crept along the beach, under cover of the rocks, fuddenly
made their appearance at the foot of the Moral, with a defign, as it feemed, of rtorm-

ing it on the fide next the fca, which was its only acccffible part ; and were not dif-

lodgcd till after they had flood a confiderable number of fhot, and feen one of their

party fall.

The bravery of one of thefe affailants well deferves to be particularly mentioned.
For, having returned to carry off his companion, amidft the fire of our whole party,

a wound, which he received, made him quit the body and retire j but in a iew minutes,

he again appeared, and being again wounded, he was obliged a fecond time to retreat.

At this moment I arrived at the Moral, and faw him return the third time, bleeding

and faint ; and being informed of what had happened, I forbade the foldiers to fire,

and he was fuffered to carry off his friend ; which he was juft able to perform, and
then fell down himfclf, and expired.

About this time a ftrong reinforcement from both fliips having landed, the natives

retreated behind their walls ; which giving mc accefs to our friendly priefts, I fent one
of them to endeavour to bring tluir countrymen to fome terms, and to propofe to

them, that if they would defirt from throwing Itones, I would not permit our men to

4'y 2 fire.
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fire. This truce was agreed to ; and we were fuffered to launch the maft, and carry

off the fails and our allrononiical apparatus unmolefted. As foon as we had quitted

the Morai, they took pofleflion of it, and ibme of them threw a few ftones, but with-

out doing us any mil'chicf.

It was half an hour part eleven o'clock when I got on board the Difcovery, where

1 found no dccifivc plan had been adopted for our future proceedings. The reftitution

of the boat, and the recovery of the body of Captain Cook, were the objects which on

all hands, we agreed to infift on ; and it was my opinion that fome vigorous fteps

fliculd be taken in cafe the demand of them was not immediately complied with.

However, after mature deliberation, it was determined to accomplifh thefe points by

conciliatory meafures, if pofiible.

During the time we were thus engaged in concerting fome plan for our future con-

duit, a prodigious concourfe of natives ftill kept pofleflion of the fliore ; and fome of

them came off in canoes, and had the boldnefs to approach within piftol-fiiot of the

fhips, and to infult us by various marks of contempt and defiance. It was with great

difficulty wc could reffrain the failors from the ufe of their arms on thefe occafions ;

but as pacific meafures had been refolved on, the canoes were fuffered to return un-

molefted.

In purfuance of this plan, it was determined that I fhould proceed toward the fhore,

with the boats of both fliips well manned and armed, with a view to bring the natives

to a parley, and, if poffible, to obtain a conference with fome of the chiefs.

If this attempt fucceeded, I was to demand the dead bodies, and particularly that of

Captain Cook ; to threaten them with our vengeance in cafe of a refufal, but by no

means to fire unlcfs attacked, and not to land on any account whatever. Thefe orders

were delivered to me before the whole party, and in the moft pofitive manner.

I left the n^.ips about four o'clock in the afternoon, and as we approached the fhore,

I perceived every indication of a hoftile reception. The whole crowd of natives was

in motion ; the women and children retiring ; the men putting on their war-mats, and

arming themfelves with long fpears and daggers. We alfo obferved that fince the

morning, they had thrown up ffone breafl-works along the beach where Captain Cook
had landed, probably in expedation of an attack at that place ; and, as foon as we
were within reach, they began to throw ftones at us with flings, but without doing any

mifchief. Concluding therefore that all attempts to bring them to a parley would be

in vain, unlefs I firlt gave them fome ground for mutual confidence, I ordered the

armed boats to flop, and went on in the fmall boat alone, with a white flag in my hand,

which, by a general cry of joy from the natives, I had the fatisfadion to find was

infl;antly undcrftood. The women immediately returned from the fide of the hill,

whither they had retired ; the men threw off their mats ; and all fat down together by

the water-fide, extending their arms, and inviting me to come on ftiore.

Though this behaviour was very expreflive of a friendly difpofition, yet I could not

help entertaining fome fufpicions of its fincerity. But when I faw Koah, with a bold-

nefs and affurance altogether unaccountable, fvvimming off toward the boat, with a

white flag in his hand, I thought it neceffai-y to return this mark of confidence, and
therefore received him into the boat, though armed ; a circumftance w'aich did not

tend to leffcn my fufpicions. I mufl: confefs I had long harboured an unfavourable
opinion of this man. The priefts had always told us that he was of a malicious dif-

pofition, and no friend of ours ; and the repeated detections of his fraud and treachery

had convinced us of the truth of their reprefentations. Add to all this, the fliocking

tranfadion of the morning, in which he was feen ading a principal part, made me feel

the
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the utmofl: horror at finding myfelf fo near him ; and as he came up to nie with
feigned tears and embraced me, I was fo diftruflful of his intentions, that I could not
help taking hold of the point of the pahooah, which he held in his hand, and turning

it from tue. I told him that I had come to demand the body of Captain Cook, and
to declare war againfl; them, unlefs it was inftantly reflored. He afl'ured me this

fhould be done as foon as pofTible, and that he would go himfelf for that purpofe ;

and after begging of me a piece of iron, with as much affurance as if nothing extraor-

dinary had happened, he leaped into the fea and fwam afhore, calling out to his

counti-ymen that we were all friends again.

We waited near an hour with great anxiety for his return ; during which time the
reft of the boats had approached fo near the fhore, as to enter into converfation with
a party of the natives at fome diftance from us ; by whom they were plainly given
to underftand that the body had been cut to pieces and carried up the country ; but
of this circumftance I was not informed till our return to the fliips.

I began now to exprefs fome impatience at Koah's delay, upon which the chiefs

prefled mc exceedingly to come on ihorc ; affuring me, that if I would go myfelf to

Terreeoboo, the body would certainly be reftored to me. When they found they
could not prevail on me to land, they attempted under pretence of wifhing to converfe

with more eafe, to decoy our boat among fome rocks, where they would have had it

in their power to cut us off from the reft. It was no difficult matter to fee through
thefe artifices ; and I was therefore ftrongly inclined to break off all further communi-
cation with them, when a chief came to us, who was the particular friend of Captain

Gierke, and of the officers of the Difcovery. He told, us, he came from Terree-

oboo, to acquaint us that the body was carried up the country, but that it fliould be
brought to us the next morning. There appeared a great deal of fincerity in his

manner ; and being afked if he told a falfehood, he hooked his two fore-fingers toge-

ther, which is underftood amongft thefe iflanders as the fign of truth j in the ufc of

which they are very fcrupulous.

As I was now at a lofs in what manner to proceed, I fent Mr. Vancouver to acquaint

Captain Clerke with all that had paffed ; that my opinion was, they meant not to

keep their word with us, and were fo far from being forry at what had happened, that,

on the contrary, they were full of fpirits and confidence on account of their late fuc-

cefs, and fought only to gain time, till they could contrive fome fchenie for getting us

into their power. Mr. Vancouver came back with orders for me to return on board,

having firft given the natives to underiland that if the body was not brought the next

morning, the town would be deftroyed.

When they faw that wo were going off, they endeavoured to provoke us by the moft

infulting and contemptuous geftures. Some of our people laid they could diftinguifh

feveral of the natives parading about in the clothes of our unfortunate comrade ; and
among them, a chief brandilliing Captain Cook's hanger, and a woman holding the

fcabbard. Indeed there can be no doubt but that our behaviour had given them a

mean opinion of our courage ; for they could have but little notion of tiie motives of

humanity that dircded it.

In confequcnce of the report I made to Captain Clerke, of what I conceived to be

the prefent temper and ilifpofiiion ot thefe illauders, the moft cffcdual meafures were

taken to guard againft any attack they might make in the nigiit. The boats were

moored witli top-chains ; additional fentinels were pofted on both ffiips ; and guard-

boats were ftationed to row round them, in order to prevent the natives from cutting

the cables. During the night wc obfcrvcd a prodigious number of lights on the

hills.
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hills, which made fome of us imagine they were removing their efle£ls back Into the

country, in confequence of our threats. But I rather believe them to have been tlic

facrifices that were performing on account of the war, in which they imagined them-

felvcs about to be engaged ; and moft probubly the bodies of our ilain countrymen

were at that time burning.

We pafled the night quietly, and early the next morning, Koah came alongfidc the

Refolution with a prefent of cloth and a fmall pig, which he dcTired leave to picfont

to me. I have mentioned before that I was uippofed, by tlic natives, to be the Ion of

Capiain Cook ; and as he in his life time had always fuft'ered them to believe it, I

was probably confidered as the chief after his death. As foon as 1 came on deck, 1

queftioncd him about the body ; and on his returning me nothing but evafive anfwcrs,

1 refufed to accept his prefents, and was going to difmifs him with fome expreffions

of anger and refcntment, had not Captain Clerke, judging it befl: at all events to

keep up the appearance of friendfhip, thought it more proptr that he fhould be treated

with the ufual rcfpect.

This treacherous fellow came frequently to us during the courfe of the forenoon

with fome l^rifling prefent or other, and as I always obferved him eyeing every part

of the fliip with great attention, I took care he fliould fee we were well prepared for

our defence.

He was exceedingly urgent both with Captain Clerke and myfelf to go on fliore,

laying all the blame of the detention of the bodies on the other chiefs ; and affuring

us that every thing might be fettled to our fatisfaction by a perfonal interview with

Terreeoboo. However, his conduft was too fufpicious to make it prudent to comply
with this requeft ; and indeed a fad; came afterwards to our knowledge, which proved
the entire falfehood of his pretenfions. For we were told that immediately after the

adlion in which Captain Cook was killed, the old King had retired to a cave in the

fteep part of the mountain that hangs over the bay, which was acceffible only by
the help of ropes, and where he remained for many days, having his viduals let

down to him by cords.

When Koah returned from the (hips, we could perceive that his countrymen, who
had been collefted by break of day in vafl; crowds on the fliore, thronged about him
with great eagernefs, as if to learn the intelligence he had acquired, and what was to

be done in confequence of it. It is very probable that they expefted we fhould at-

tempt to put our threats in execution, and they feemed fully refolved to ftand their

ground. During the whole morning, we heard conchs blowing in different parts of
the coaft ; large parties were feen marching over the hills ; and in fhort, the appear-
ances were fo alarming, that we carried out a flream anchor to enable us to haul
the fhip abreafl of the town in cafe of an attack, and ftationed boats off the north
point of the bay to prevent a furprife from that quarter.

The breach of their engagement to reflore the bodies of the flain, and the warlike
pofture in which they at this time appeared, occafioned frefh debates amongfl: us con-
cerning the mcafures next to be purfucd. It was at lafl determined, that nothing
fhould be fuffered to interfere with the repair of the mafl, and the preparations for
our departure ; but that we fliould neverthelefs continue our negociations for the
recovery of the bodies.

The greateft part of the day was taken up in getting the foremafl into a proper
fituatioii on deck for the carpenters to work upon it, and in making the neceffary
aherations in the commiflions of the officers. The command of the expedition having
devolved on Captain Clerke, he removed on. board the Refolution, appointed Lieu-

tenant
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tenant Gore to be captain of the Difcovery, and promoted Mr. Harvey, a midfhipman,
who had been with Captain Cook in his two lafl voyages, to the vacant lieutenancy.

During the whole day we met with no interruption from the natives, and at night the

launch was again moored with a top-chain, and guard-boats ftationed round both fhips

as before.

About eight o'clock. It being very dark, a canoe was heard paddling toward the

fhip ; and as foon as it was feen, both the fentinels on deck fired into it. There were
two perfons in the canoe, and they immediately roared out " Tinnec," (which was
the way in which they pronounced my name), and faid they were friends, and had
foinething for me belonging to Captain Cook, When they came on board, they

threw themfelves at our feet, and appeared exceedingly frightened. Luckily neither

of them was hurt, notwithftanding the balls of both pieces had gone through the

canoe. One of them was the perfon whom I have before mentioned under the name
of the Taboo man, who conftantly attended Captain Cook with the circumflances of

ceremony I have already defcribed ; and who, though a man of rank in the ifland,

could fcarcely be hindered from performing for him the lowcfl offices of a menial

fervant. After lamenting with abundance of tears, the lofs of the Orono, he told us

that he had brought us a part of his body. He then prefented to us a fmall bundle

wrapped up in cloth, which he brought under his arm ; and is it poffible to defcribe

the horror which feized us on finding in it a piece of human flefh, about nine or ten

pounds weight ? This, he faid, was all that remained of the body ; that the reft was

cut to pieces and burnt ; but that the head and all the bones, except what belonged

to the trunk, were in the poffeflion of Terreeoboo and the other Erees; that what

we faw had been allotted to Kaoo, the chief of the priefls, to be made ufe of in

fome religious ceremony, and that he had fent it as a proof of his innocence and

attachment to us.

This afforded an opportunity of informing ourfelves whether they were cannibals,

and we did not negleft it. We firft tried by many indirect quedions, put to each

of them apart, to learn in what manner the reft of the bodies had been difpofed of;

and finding them very conftant in one ftory, that after the flcfti had been cut off it

was all burnt, we at laft put the direft queition—Whether they had not cat fome of

it ? They immediately (hewed as much horror at the idea as any European would

have done ; and aflced very naturally if that was the cuftom amongft us ? They after-

ward afked us, with great earncftnefs and apparent apprehenfion, " When the Orono
would come again, and what he would do to them on his return ?" The fame enquiry

was frequently made afterwards by others ; and this idea agrees witii the general

tcnour of their conduft towards him, which Ihewed that they confidcred him as a

being of a fuperior nature.

We prcffed our two friendly vifitors to remain on board till morning, but in vain.

They »old us, that if this tranfadion fhould come to the knowledge of the King or

chiefs, it might be attended with the moft fatal coni'equences to their whole fociety
;

in order to prevent which, they had been obliged to come off to us in the dark, and

the fame precaution would be neceffary in returning on fhore. They informed us

farther, that the chiefs were eager to revenge the death of their countrymen ; and

particularly cautioned us againft t)ufting Koah, who, they Aiid, was our mortal and

implacable enemy, and defired nothing more ardently than an opportunity of lighting

us ; to which the blowing of the conchs we had heard in the morning was meant as

a challenge.

We
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AVe learned from thcfe men that fcventeen of their countrymen were killed in the

firft adion at Kowrowa, of whom five were chiefs ; and that Kaneea and his brother,

our very particular friends, were unfortunately of that number. Eight, ihey faid,

were killed at the obfervatory ; three of whom were alfo of the firft rank.

About eleven o'clock our two friends left us, and took the precaution to dcfire

that our guard-boat might attend them till they h;id paffed the Difcnvcry, Icfl they

Ihould isfrain be fired upon, wliich might alarm their countrymen on Ihorc, and uxpofe

them to the danger of being difcovered. 'I'his rcqueft was complied with ; and we

had the fatisfaction to find that they got fafc and undifcnvered to land.

During the remainder of this night we heard the fame loud howling and lamcnca-

tions. Early in tiic morning we received another vifit from Koah. I muft coniefs, I

was a little piqued to find, that notwithftanding the mod evident marks of treachery

in his conduct, and the pofitive teftimony of our friends the pricfls, he fliould fl.ill be

permitted to carry on the fame farce, and to make us appear to be the dupes of his

hvpocrify. Indeed our fituation was become extremely awkward and unpromifing ;

none of the purpofes for which this pacific courfe of proceeding had been adopted

having hitherto been in the lead forwarded by it. No fatisfaftory anfwer whatever

had been given to our demands ; we did not feem to be at all advanced toward a re-

conciliation with the iflanders ; they Hill kept in force on the fliore, as if determined

to refill any attempts we might make to land ; and yet the attempt was become abfo-

lutely neceffary, as the completing our fupply of water would not admit of any

longer delay.

However it muft be obferved, in juftice to the conduct of Captain Gierke, that it

was very probable, from the great numbers of the natives, and from the refolution

with which they feemed to exped us, an attack could not have been made without

fome danger ; and that the lofs of a very few men might have been feverely felt by

us, during the remaining courfe of our voyage. Whereas the delaying the execution

of our threats, though, on the one hand, it leflened their opinion of our prowefs, had

the effect of caufing them' to difperfe on the other. For this day about noon finding

us perfift in our inactivity, great bodies of them, after blowing their conchs and

ufing every mode of defiance, marched off over the hills, and never appeared after-

ward. Thofe however who remained were the not lefs. daring and iniolent. One
man had the audacity to come within mufquet-fliot a-head of the fliip ; and, after

flinging feveral ftones at us, he waved Captain Cook's hat over his head, whilft his

countrymen on fhore were exulting, and encouraging his boldnefs. Our people were

all in a flame at this infult, and, coming in a body on the quarter- deck, begged they

might no longer be obliged to put up with thefe repeated provocations ; and requefted

me to obtain permiflion for them, from Captain Clerke, to avail themfelves of the

firfl fair occafion of revenging the death of their commander. On my acquainting

him whh what was pafTmg, he gave orders for fome great guns to be fired at the

natives on fhore ; and promifed the crew that, if they fhould meet with any molefla-

tion at the watering-place, the next day, they fhould then be left at liberty to chaf-

tife them.

It is fomewhat remarkable, that before we could bring our guns to bear, the

iflanders had fufpeCted our intentions, from the ftir they faw in tlie fhip, and had
retired behind their houfes and walls. We were therefore obliged to fire in fome
meafure at random ; notv.ithftanding which, our fhot produced all the effect that

could have been defired. For foon after we faw Koah paddling towards us, with

extreme
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txtreme haflc, and on his arrival we learned that feme people had been killed, and

amongft ihe i-efl, Maiha-Maiha, a principal chief, and a near relation to the king*.

Soon after the arrival of Koah, two boys fwam off from the Moral toward the fliips,

having Qach a long fpear in his hand ; and, after they had approached pretty near,

they began to chant a fong in a very folenin manner ; the fubjecl: of which, from

their often mentioning the word Crono, and pointing to the village where Captain

Cook was killed, we concluded to be the late calamitous difafler. Having fung in a

plaintive ftrain for about twelve or fifteen minutes, during the whole of which time

they remained in the water, they went on board the Difcovery, and delivered their

fpears ; and after making a fliort ftay, returned on fhore. Wiio fent them, or \Ahat

was the objedl of this ceremony, we were never able to learn.

At night, the ufual precautions were taken for the fecurity of the fhips ; and as

foon as it was dark, our two friends, who had vifitcd us the night before, came off

again. They allured us that though the etltft of our great guns this afternoon had

terrified the chiefs exceedingly, they had by no means laid afide their hoflile intentions,

and advifed us to be on our guard.

The next morning, the boats of both fliips were fent afhore for water ; and the

Difcovery was warped clofe to the beach, in order to cover that fervice. We foon

found that the intelligence which the prielts had fent us, was not without foundation ;

and that the natives were refolved to take every opportunity of annoying us, when it

could be done without much riik.

Throughout all this group of iflands, the villages, for the mod part, arc fituated

near the lea ; and the adjacent ground is enclofed with flone walls, about three teet

high. Thefe, we at firft imagined, were intended for the divifion of property ; but

we now difcovered that they ferved, and probably were principally defigned, for a

, defence againll invafion. Tliey confilt of loofe flones, and the inhabitants are very

dexterous in fliifting them, wiih great quicknefs, to fuch fituations as the diredtion of

the attack may require. In the fides of the mountain, which hangs over the bay, they

have alio little holes or caves, of confiderable depth, the entrance of which is fecured

by a fence of the fame kind. From behind both thefe defences the natives kept per-

petually harailing our waterers with flones ; nor could the imall force we had on

Ihore, with the advantage of mufquets, compel them to retreat.

In this expofed fituation, our people were fo taken up in attending to their own
fafety, that they employed the whole forenoon in filling only on? tun of water. As it

was tlierefore impoflible to perform this fervice, till their affailants were driven to a

greater dilfance, the Difcovery was ordered to diflodge them with her great guns

;

which being effefted by a few dil'charges, the men landed without moledation. How-
ever, the natives foon after made their appearance again, in their ufual mode of attack ;

and it was now found abfolutely neceifary to burn down fome ffraggling houfes near

the wall, behind which they had taken ihelier. In executing thefe orders, I am forry

to add that our people were hurried into atls of unneceflary cruelty and devailation.

Something ought certainly to be allowed to their refentment of the repeated infiilts

and contemptuous behaviour of the iflanders, and to the natural defire of revenging

the lofs of their commander. But at the fame time their condud ferved ftrongly to

convince me, that the utmoft precaution is necefl'ary in trulling, though but tor a

* Tlie woid Maiee is commonly ufcd, in t'le language of thtfe iflands, to exprcfs tiilier killing or

wounding ; and we wtre aftirwaid told, that this chief had only received a (light blow on the face trom

a Hone wliich had been llruck by one of the balls.

VOL. XI. 4 z moment,
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momcnr, the Jifcrctionary ufe of arms, in the hands of private fcamcn or folJiers, on

fuch occafions.

Their orders were only to burn a few ftraggling huts, which afforded (helter to the

natives. V/e were therefore a good deal lurprized to fee the whole village on fire
;

and before a boat, that -Aas fent to flop the progrcfs of the niilchief, could reach the

fhore, the houfcs of our old and conftaiu friends, the prielts, were all in flames. I

cannot enough lament the ilincfs that confined me on board this day. The priefts had

always been under my proteftion ; and unluckily, the oflicers who were then on duty,

having been feldom on ihore at the Morai, were not much acquainted with the circum-

flances of the place. Had 1 been prefent myfelf, I might probably have been the

means of faving their little fociety from dcflruclion.

Several of the natives were fliot, in making th^ir cfcape from the flames ; and our

people cut otT the heads of two of them, and brought them on board. The fate of

one poor iflander was much lamented by us all. As he was coming to the well for

water, he was fhot at by one of the marines. The ball ftruck his calibafli, which he

immediately threw from him, and fled. He was purfued into one of the caves I have

before defcVibed, and no lion could have defended his den with greater courage and

fiercenefs ; till at laft, after having kept two of our people at bay for a confiderable

time, he expired covered with wounds. It was this accident that firlt brought us

acquainted with the ufe of thefe caverns.

At this time an elderly man was taken prifoner, bound, and fent on board in the

fame boat with the heads of his two countrymen. I never faw horror fo ftron^ly

pictured as in the face of this man, nor fo violent a tranfition to extravagant joy, as

when he was untied, and told he might go away in fafety. He fhewed us he did not

want gratitude, as he frequently afterward returned with prefents of provifions j and

alfo did us other fervices.

Soon after the village was deflroyed, we faw coming down the hill, a man, attended

by fifteen or twenty boys, holding pieces of white cloth, green boughs, plantains, &c.

in their hands. I knew not how it happened that this peaceful embafly, as foon as

they were within reach, received the fire of a party of aur men. This however did

not flop them. They continued their proceflion, and the officer on duty came up in

time to prevent a fecond difcharge. As they approached nearer, it was found to be

cur much-efleemed friend Kaireekeca, who had fled on our firfl fetting fire to the vil-

lage, and had now returned, and defired to be fent on board the Refolution.

When he arrived, we found him exceedingly grave and thoughtful. We endea-

voured to make him underfl:and the neceflity we were under of fetting fire to- the

village, by which his houfe, and thofe of his brethren, were unintentionally confumed.

He expoflulated a little with us on our want of friendfhip, and on our ingratitude.

And, indeed, it was not till now that we learnt the whole extent of the injury we had
done them. He told us that, relying on the promifes I had made them, and on the

affurances they had afterward received from the men, who had brought us the remains

of Captain Cook, they had not removed their efiefts back into the country, with the

red of the inhabitants, but l>ad put every thing that was valuable of their own, as well

as what they had collected from us, into a houfe clofe to the Morai, where they had the

mortification to fee it all fet on fire by ourfelves.

On coming on board, he had feen the heads of his countrymen lying on the deck,
at which he was exceedingly fliockcd, and defired with great earnefl;nefs that they might
be ihrown overboard. This requcfl Captain Gierke inltantly ordered to be complied
with.

In
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In the evening, the watering party returned on board, having met with no farther

interruption. We pafled a gloomy night j the cries and lamentations we heard on
fliore being far more dreadful than ever. Our only confolation was, the hope- that

we fliould have no occafion in future for a repetition of fuch fcveriiics.

It is very extraordinay, that aniidlt all thefe difturbances the women of the ifland

who were on board, never ofl'ered to leave us, nor difcovered the fmallclt apprehenfions

either for themfelves or their friends afliore. So entirely unconcerned did they appear,

that fome of them, wiio were on deck when the town was in flames, feemed to admire

the fight, and frequently cried out that it was maitai, or very fine. •

The next morning, Koah came olf as ufual to thefhips. As there cxifted no longer

any neceility for keeping terms with him, I was allowed to have my own way. When
he approached toward the fide of the fliip, finging his fong, and oflering me a hog,

and fome plantains, I ordered him to keep off, cautioning him never to appear again

without Captain Cook's bones, left his life fliould pay the forfeit of his frequent

breach of promife. He did not appear much mortified with this reception, but went

immediately on fhore, 'and joined a party of his countrymen, who were pelting the

waterers with ftones. The body of the young man who had been killed the day

before, was found this morning, lying at the entrance ot the cave; and fome of our

people went and threw a mat over it. Soon after which they faw fome men carrying

him off on their flioulders, and could hear them finging, as they marched, a mournful

The natives being at laft convinced that it was not the want of ability to punifli them,

%vhich had hitherto made us tolerate their provocations, defifted irom giving us any

farther moleftation ; and in the evening, a chief called Eappo, who had i'eldom vifited

us, but whom we knew to be a man of the very firff confcquence, came with prefents

from Terreeoboo to fuc for peace. Thefe prefents were received, and he was difmifled

with the fame anfwer which had before been given, that until the remains of Captain

Cook fhould be reftored, no peace would be granted. We learned from this perfon

that the flcfh of all the bodies of our people, together with the bones of the trunks,

had been burnt ; that the limb-bones ot the marines had been divided amongft the

inferior chiefs ; and that thofe of Captain Cook had been difpofed of in the following

manner : the head to a great chief called Kahoo-opeon ; the hair to Maiha-Maiha ;

and the legs, thighs, and arms to Terreeoboo. After it was dark, many of the inha-

bitants came off with roots and other vegetables ; and we alfo received two large pre-

fents of the fame articles from Kaireekeea.

The 19th was chiefly taken up in fending and receiving the meffages which pafled

between Captain Clcrke and Terreeoboo. Eappo was very preffnig that one of our

oflScers fhould go on fhore ; and in the mean time oft'ered to remain as an hoftage on

board. This requcil, however, it was not thought proper to comply with ; and he

left us with a promife of bringing the bones next day. At the beach the waterers

did not meet with the leaft oppofition from the natives; who, notwithftanding our

cautious behaviour, came amongft us again, without the fmalleit appearance of diflidence

or apprehenfion.

Early in the morning of the 20th, we had the fatisfaction of getting the foremaft

ftepped. It was an operation attended with great difficulty, and fome danger; our

ropes being fo exceeding rotten- that the purchafe gave \\i\y feveral times.

Between ten and eleven o'clock, we faw a great number of people defcending the

hill, which is over the beach, in a kind of proceihon, each man carrying a fugar-cane

or two on his fhoulders, and bread-fruit, tare, and plantains in his hand. They were

422 preceded
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prcccJoil by two drummers ; who, when they caine to the wafer-fide, fat down by a

white flag, and began to beat their drums, while thofe who had followed them advanced

one by one ; and having depofited the prefcnts they had brought, retired in the fame

order. Soon after, Kappo came in fight, in his long feathered cloak, bearing fomething

with great foiemnity in his hands ; and having placed himfelf on a rock, made figns

for a boat to be fent him.

Captain Gierke, conjefluring that he had brought the bones of Captain Cook,

which proved to be the fad, went himfclf in the pinnace to receive them ; and ordered

fne to attend him in the cutter. When we arrived at the beach, Eappo came into th.j

pinnace, and delivered to the captain the bones wrapped up in a large quantity of fine

new cloth, and covered with a fpotted cloak of black and white feathers. He after-

wards attended us to the Refolution, but could not be prevailed upon to go on board ;

probably not chufing, from a fenfe of decency, to be prefent at the opening of the

bundle. We found in it both the hands of Captain Cook entire, which were well

known from a remarkable fear on one of them, that divided the thumb Irom the fore-

finger, the whole length of the metacarpal bone ; the Ikull, but with the fcalp feparated

from it, and the bones that form the face wanting ; the fcalp with the hair upon it

cut Ihort, and the ears adhering to it ; the bones of both arms, with the fkin of the

fore-arms hanging to them ; the thigh and leg-bones joined together, but without the

feet. The ligaments of the joints were entire ; and the whole bore evident marks of

having been in the fire, except the hands, which had the flefh left upon them, and

were cut in feveral places, and crammed with fait, apparently with an intention of

preferving them. The fcalp had a cut in the back part of it, but. the fkull was free

from any fradure. The lower jaw and feet, which, were wanting, Eappo told us, had

been feized by diflerent chiefs, and that Terreeoboo was ufing every means to recover

them. I

The next morning, Eappo, and the King's fon, came on board, and brought with

them the remaining bones of Captain Cook ; the barrels of his gun, his fiioes, and

fome other trifles that belonged to him. Eappo took great pains to convince us, that

Terreeoboo, Maiha-Maiha, and himfclf, were mod heartily defirous of peace ; that they

had given the mod convincing proof of it in their power ; and that they had been

prevented from giving it fooner by the other chiefs, many of whom were (till our

enemies. He lamented, with the greateft forrow, the death of fix chiefs we had killed,

Ibme of whom, he laid, were amongd our belt friends. The cutter, he told us, was

taken away by Pareea's people ; very probably in revenge for the blow that had been

given him ; and that it had been broken up the next day. The arms of the marines,

which we had alio demanded, he allured us had been carried off by the common
people, and were irrecoverable ; the bones of the chief alone having been preferved,

as belonging to Terreeoboo and the Erees.

Nothing now remained but to perform the hift offices to our great and unfortunate

commander. Eappo was difmiifed with orders to taboo all the bay ; and, in the after-

noon, the bones having been put into a coffin, and the fervice read over them, they

were committed to the deep with the ufual military honours. What our feelings were
on this occafion, I leave the world to conceive j thofe who were prefent know that it

is not in my power to exprefs them.

During the torenoon of the 22d, not a canoe was feen paddling in the bay ; the

tat)oo, which Eappo had laid on it the day before at our requelf, not being yet taken
off. At length Eappo came off to us. We alfured him that we were now entirely

fatisfied ; and that as the Orono was buried, all remembrance of what had paffed was

buried
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burled with him. We afterwards defired him to take ofF the taboo, and to make it

known that the people might bring their provifions as ufual. The (hips were foon

lurrounded with canoes, and many of the chiefs came on board, exprefiing great forrow

at what had happened, and their fatisfadion at our reconcihation. Several of our
friends, who did not vifit us, fent prefentsof large hogs, and other provifions. Amongft
the refl; came the old treacherous Koah, but was relufed admittance.

As we had now every thing ready for fea, about eight o'clock this evening we dif-

miifed all the natives ; Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea, took an affectionate leave

of us. We immediately weighed, and flood out of the bay. The natives were coj-

lecled on the fhore in great numbers ; and, as we patfed along, received our lafl fare-

wells with every mark of affedion and good-will.

We got clear of the land about ten on the 2 2d, and hoifling in the boats, ftood to

the northward.

In the afternoon of the 24th, the weather being calm, with light airs from the weft,

we flood on to the north-north-wefl ; but at funfet, obferving a flioal flretching from
the wefl point of Mowee toward the middle of the paffage, we tacked, and flood

toward the fouth.

The fouth-wefl fide of this ifland, which we now had pafTed without being able to

get near the fhore, forms the fame dithmt view with the north-eaft, as feen on our
return from the north in November 177S, the mountainous parts, which are conneded
by a low, flat iiihinus, appearing at firft like two feparate iflands.

On the 27th, we got to the windward of Woahoo, an ifland we had feen at our fird

vifit. Between the north pobt and a diflant headland, which we faw to the fouth-

wefl, the land bends inward coufiderably, and appeared likely to afford a good road.

At a quarter puft two the fight of a fine river, running through a deep valley, induced

us to come to an anchor in thirteen fathoms water, with a fandy bottom. In the after-

noon, I attended the two captains on fhore, where we found but few natives, and thofe

moflly women ; the men, they told us, were gone to Morotoi to fight Tahyterree; but

that their chief Perreeoranee, who had flayed behind, would certainly vifit us, as foon

as he heard of our arrival.

We were much difappointed to find the water had a brackifli tafle, foi- two hun-

dred yards up the river, owing to the marfhy ground through which it empties itfelf

into the fea.

As the watering at this place would have been attended with greai labour. Captain

Gierke determined, witiiout farther lofs of time, to proceed to Atooi. On the 28th,.

we bore away for that ifland, which we were in fight of by noon ; and about fun-fet,

were oft" its eaftern extremity.

We paffed the night in plying on and ofl, and at nine the next morning, came to

an anchor in twenty-five fathoms water.

We had no fooner anchored in our old flation, than feveral canoes came alongfide of

us ; but we could obferve, that they did not welcome us with the fame cordiality

in their manner, and fatisfattion in their countenances, as when we were here before.

As foon as they got on board, one of the men began to tell us that we had left

a diforder amongft their women, of which feveral perfons of both fexes had died.

Our principal object here was to water the fhips with the utmofl expedition; and I

was fent on fhore early in the afternoon. The guimer of the Refolution accompanied

me to trade for provifions ; and we had a guard of five marines. We found a con-

fiderable number of people coUeded upon the beach, who received us at fu"fl \\ith great

kindiiefs
j.
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kindncfs ; but as foon as we had got the cafks on fliore, began to be exceedingly

troublcfomc. It was with great difficulty I was able to form a circle, according to our

ufiul pradice, for the convenience of oiir trading party ; and had no fooner done it,

than I faw a man laying hold of the bayonet oV one of the foldiers, mufquets, and

endeavouring with all his force to wrench it out of his hand. On my coming up to

tlicm, the native let go his hold and retired ; but returned in a moment, with a fpear

m one hand and a dagger in the other; and his countrymen had much ado to

rcflrain him from trying his prowefs with the foldicr. This fray was occafioncd by

the latter's having given the man a flight prick with his bayonet, in order to make
him keep without the line.

I now perceived that our fituation required great circumfpeftion and management

;

and accordingly gave the ftriftefl: orders that no one fhould fire, nor have recourfe to

any other act of violence, without pofitive commands. As foon as I had given thcfe

diredtions, I was called to the afllflance of the watering party, where I found the

natives equally inclined to mifchief. They had demanded from our people a large

hatchet for every caflc of water ; and this not being complied with, they would not fuiicr

the failors to roll them down to the boats.

I had no fooner joined them, than one of the natives advanced up to me with great

infolence, and made the fame claim. I told him that as a friend, I was very willing to

prefent hinr with a hatchet, but that I (hould certainly carry off the water, without

paying any thing for it ; and I immediately ordered the pinnace-men to proceed in

their bufmefs, and called three marines from the traders to proteft them.

Though this fliew of fpirit fucceeded fo far as to make the natives defift from any
open attempt to interrupt us, they fl;ill continued to behave in the mofl teafmg and
provoking manner. Whilfl: fome of them, under pretence of afliiting the men in

rolling down the calks, turned them out of their courfe, and gave them a wrong
direftion, others were fl:ealing the hats from off the failors' heads, pulling them back-

ward by their clothes, or tripping up their heels ; the vA'hole crowd, all this time,

fliouting and laughing, with a flrange mixture of childiflinefs and malice. They
afterwards found means to Ileal the cooper's bucket, and took away his bag by force

;

but the objeds they were moft eager to poflefs themfelves of, were the mufquets of
the marines, who were every inftant complaining of their attempts to force them out
of their hands. Though they continued for the moft part, to pay great deference and
refpecb to me, yet they did not fuffer me to efcape without contributing my fliare to their

ftock of plunder. One of them came up to me with a familiar air, and with great

management diverted my attention, whilit another, wrenching the hanger, which I

held carelefsly in my hand, from me, ran off with it like lightning.

It was in vain to think of repelling this infolence by force
;
guarding therefore againfl

its effeds, in the bell manner we were able, we had nothing to do but to fubmit
patiently to it. My apprehenfions were however a little alarmed, by the information
I foon after received from the ferjeant of marines, who told me that, turning fuddenly
round, he faw a man behind me, holding a dagger in the pofition of flriking. As our
people were feparated into three fmall parties, one at the lake, filling calks, another
rolling them down to the fhore, and the third at fome diftance, purchafing provifions ;

it had once occurred to me that it might be proper to colledi: them all together, and to
execute and proteft one duty at a time. But on fecond thoughts, I judged it more
advifeable to let them continue where they were. In cafe of a real attack, our whole
force, however advantageoufly difpofed, could have made but a poor refiftance. On

the
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the Other hand, I thought it of feme confequence to fhew the natives we were under no

fears ; and what was ftill more material, the crowd was by this means kept divided, and

a confiderable part of them fully employed in bartering provifions.

While we were getting the cafks into the launch, the natives perceiving the oppor-

tunity of plundering would foon be over, became every moment more daring and

infolent. On this occafion, I was indebted to the ferjeant of marines for fuggefting to

me the advantage that would arifc from fending off his party firft into the boats ; by

which means, the mufquets of the foldiers, which, as I have already mentioned, were

the objeds the iflanders had principally in view, would be removed out of their reach ;

and, in cafe of an attack, the marines themfelves might be employed more efteclually

in our defence than if they were on fhore.

We had now got every thing into the boats, and only the gunner, a feaman of the

boat's crew, and myfelf, remained on fhore. As the pinnace lay beyond the furf,

through which we were obliged to fwim, 1 told them to make the bell of their way to

it, and that I fhould follow them.

With this order I was furprized to find them both refufe to comply, and the con-

fequence was a conteft amongft us, who (hould be the lail on (hore. It feems that fome

hafly words I had juft before ufed to the failor, which he thought reflefted on his

courage, was the caufe of this odd fancy in him ; and the old gunner finding a point of

honour ftarted, thought he could not well avoid taking a part in it. In this ridiculous

fituation we might have remained fome time, had not our difpute been foon fettled by

the {tones that began to fly about us, and by the cries of the people from the boats to

make hafte, as the natives were following us into the water with clubs and fpears. I

reached the fide of the pinnace firft, and finding the gunner was at fome dillance behind,

and not yet entirely out of danger, 1 called out to the marines to fire one mufquet.

In the hurry of executing my orders they fired two ; and when I got into the boat,

I faw the natives running away, and one man with a woman fitting by him, left behind

on the beach. The man made feveral attempts to rife, without being able ; and it was

with much regret, I perceived him to be wounded in the groin. The natives foon

after returned and furrounded the wounded man, brandiflied their fpears and daggers

at us with an air of threatening and defiance ; but before we reached the fhips, we
faw fome perfons, whom we fuppofed to be the chiefs, now arrived, driving them away

from the fliore.

During our abfence. Captain Gierke had been under the greatefl anxiety for our

fafety. And thefe apprehenfions were confiderably increafed, from his having entirely

miftakcn the drift of the converfation he had held with fome natives who had been on

board. The frequent mention of the name of Captain Cook, with other Itrong and

circumftantial defcriptions of death and deftruftion, made him conclude that the

knowledge of the unfortunate events at Owhyhec had reached them, and that thefe were

what they alluded to ; whereas all they had in view was to make known to him the

wars that had arifen, in confequence of the goats that Captain Cook had left at Onee-

hcow, and the flaughter of the poor goats themfelves, during the ftruggle for the

property of them. Captain Clerke, applying this earncflnefs of converfation, and thefe

terrible reprefentations, to our calamitous tranfadions at Owhyhee, and to an indication

of revenge, kept his telefcope fixed upon us, and the moment he faw the fmoke of the

mufquets, ordered the boats to be manned and armed, and to put off to our afiiflance,

The next morning, March 2d, I was again ordered on fhore with the watering

party. The rifk we had run the preceding day, determined Captain Clerke to fend a

confiderable force from both fliips for our guard, amounting iu all to forty men under

c^ ann
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arms. This precaution, however, was now unneceflary ; for we fimiid the beach left

entireiv to ourlclvcs, and the ground between the landing place and the lake tabooed

with Iniall white flags. We concluded, from this appearance, that fome of the chiefs

had certainly vifited this quarter; and that, not being able to (lay, they had kindly and

confiderately taken this ftep for our greater fecurity and convenience. We faw fevei;al

men armed with long fpcars and daggers on the other fide of the river on the right,

but they did not otfer to give us the leafl: moleltation. Their women came over and

fat down on the banks dole by us, and at noon we prevailed on foine of the men to

bring ht)gs and roots for our people, and to drcfs them for us. As foon as we had

left the beach they came dowh to the fea-fide, and one of them threw a ftone at us ;

but his conduft, feeming to be highly difapproved of by all the reft, we did not think

tt proper to flicw any relentment.

The next day we completed our watering without meeting with any material diffi-

culty. On our return to the fliips, we found that feveral chiefs had been on board,

and had made cxcufes for the behaviour of their countrymen, attributing their riotous

conduct to the quarrels which fubfifted at that time, amongft the princij)al people of the

illand. The quarrel hatl rifen about the goats we had left at Oneeheow the lall year ;

the ri<^ht of property in which was claimed by Toneoneo, on the pretence of that

ifland's being a dependency of his.

This, and the two following days, were employed on fliore m completing the Dif-

covery's water ; and the carpenters were bufy on board in caulking tlie fiiips, and in

makintj other preparations for our next cruife. The natives defifted from giving

us any further difturbance, and we procured from them a plentiful fupply of pork and

vegetables.

At this time an Indian brought a piece of iron on board the Difcovery to be fafhioned

into the Ihape of a pabooa. It was carefully examined both by the officers and men,
and appeared to be the bolt of fome lai-ge fliip timbers j but they were not able to

difcover to what natbn it belonged.

On the 7th, we were furprized with a vifit from Toneoneo. When he heard the

dowager princefs was in the fliip, it was with great difficulty we could prevail on him
to come on board, not from any apprehcnfions that he appeared to entertain of his

fafety, but from an unwillingnefs to fee her. Tiieir meeting was with fulky and lowering

looks on both fides. He flayed but a fhort time, and feemed much dejefted ; but we
remarked, with fome furprife, that the women, both at his coming and going away,

proftrated thcmfclves before him ; and that he was treated by all the natives on board

with liie refpecl ufually paid to thofe of his rank. Indeed it muft appear fomewhat
extraordinary, that a perfon who was at this time in a flate of aftual hoflility with

Teavee's pai'ty, and was even prepared for another battle, fliould truft himfelf ahnoil

alone within the power of his enemies.

On the 8th, at nine in the morning, we weighed and failed toward Oneeheow ; and
at three in the afternoon, anchored in twenty fathoms water, nearly on the fame fpot

as in the year 177S.

On the 1 2th, the weather being moderate, the mafter was fent to the north-wefl

fide of the ifland to look for a more convenient place for anchoring. He returned

in the evening, having found a fine bay with good anchorage ; alio to the eaflward

were four fmall wells of good water ; the road to them level, and fit for rolliut^

calks.

As we were now about to take our final leave of the Sandwich iflands, it will not be
improper to introduce here fome general account of them, particularly Owhyhee.

6 This
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This group confifts of eleven iflands. They arc called by the natives ; i. Ovvhyhee.

2. Mowec. 3. Ranai, or Ornai. 4. Morotinnee, or Morokinne. 5. Kahowrowee, or

Tahoorowa. 6. Morotoi, or Morokoi, 7. Woahoo, or Oahoo. 8. Atooi, Atowi,
or Towi, and fometimcs Kowi. 9. Neeheehow, or Oneeheow. 10. Orcehoua, or
Reehoua ; and 1 1. Tahoora ; and are all inhabited, except Morotinnee and Tahoora.
Befides the iflands above eninnerated, we were told by the Indians, that there is another
called Modoopapapa, or Koniodoopapapa, which is low and fandy, and vifited only for

the purpofe of catching turtle and fea-fowl.

They were named by Captain Cook the Sandwich Iflands, in honour of the Earl of
Sandwich, under whofe adminiftration he had enriched geography wiih fo many fplendid
and important dilcoveries ; a tribute juflly due to that noble perfon for the liberal

fupport thcfe voyages derived from his power, in whatever could extend their utility,

or promote their I'uccefs ; for the zeal with which he feconded the views of that great
navigator ; and, if I may be allowed to add the voice of private gratitude, for the
generous proteftion, which, fince the death of their unfortunate commander, he has
afforded all the officers that ferved under him.

Owhyhee, the eafternmofl^, and by much the largeft of thefe iflands, is of a triangular

fhape, and nearly equilateral. Its greateft length is 2^1 leagues; its breadth is 24
leagues ; and it is about 255 geographical, or 293 Englifli miles in circumference.

The coafl to the north-eaft, which forms the eafliern extremity of the ifland, is \o\f

and flat ; the acclivity of the inland parts is very gradual, and the whole country covered
with cocoa-nut and bread-fruit trees. This, as far as we could judge, is the finefl: part

of the ifland, and we were afterward told that the King had a place of refidcncc here.

On doubling the eall point of this ifland, we favv a mountain called Mouna Roa,
which is fuppofed to be at leafl: 16,020 feet high, which exceeds the height of the
Pico de Teyde, or Peak of TenerifFe, by 724 feet, according to Dr. Heberden's
computation.

The coafl: of Kaoo prefents a profpeft of the mofl horrid and dreary kind : the whole
country appearing to have undergone a total change, from the efFcfts of fome dreadful
convulfion. The ground is every where covered with cinders, and interfered in many
places with black ftreaks, which feem to mark the courfe of a lava that has flowed,

not many ages back, from the mountain Roa to the fliorc. The fouthern promontory
looks like the mere dregs of a volcano. The projeding headland is compofed of broken
and craggy rocks, piled irregularly on one another, and terminating in iharp points.

The neighbouring fea abounds with a variety of mofl; excellent rifli, with which, as

well as with other provifions, we were always plentifully fupplicd. Off this part of
the coafl: we could find no ground at lefs than a cable's length from the fliore, with a

hundred and fixty fathoms of line, excepting in a fmall bight to the eafl:ward of the

fouth point.

The quadrupeds in thefe, as in all the other iflands that have been difcovered in the

South Sea, are confined to three forts, dogs, hogs, and rats. The dogs are of the

fame I'ptcies with thofe of Otaheite, having fliort crooked legs, long backs, and pricked

ears. I did not obferve any variety in them, except in their fl<ins ; fome having long

and rough hair, and others being quite fmooth. They are about the fize of a common
lurnfpit ; exceedingly fluggifli in their nature ; though perhaps this may be more
owing to the manner in which they are treated, than to any natural difpofition in them.
They are in general fed and left to herd with the hogs ; and 1 do not recoUeft one
inftance in which a dog was made a companion in the manner we do in Europe. In-

deed, thecuftom of eating them is an infuperable bar to their admiflion into fociety ;

Vol. XI. 5 A and



yiQ CAPTAIN COOK S LAST VOYAGE.

and as there are neither bcafts of prey in the ifland, nor objeiSls of chace, it Ts pro-

bable that the fecial qualities of the dog, its fidelity, attachment, and fagacity, will

remain unknown to the natives.

The number of dogs in thcfe iflands did not appear to be nearly equal in proportion

to thofe in Otaheitc. But, on the other hand, they abound much more in hogs;

and the breed is of a larger and weightier kind. The fupply of provifions of this

kind, which we got from them, was really aftonifhing. We were near four months

either cruifing off thecoaft, or in harbour at Owhyhce. During all this time, a large

allowance of frefli pork was conltantly ferved to both crews ; fo that our confuniption

was computed at about fixty puncheons of five hundred weight each. Befides this,

and the incredible walte, which, in the midit of fuch plenty, was not to be guarded

againff, lixty puncheons more were faltcd for fea-ftore. The greateft part of this

fupply was drawn from the ifland of Owhyhee alone, and yet we could not perceive

that it was at all drained, or even that the abundance had any way decrcafed.

The birds of thele iflands are as beautiful as any we have feen during the voyage,

and ai-e numerous, though not various. 'I'here are four which feem to belong to the

trochili, or honey-fuckers of Linna:us ; one of which is fomething larger than a bull-

finch ; its colour is a fine gloffy black, the rump-vent and thighs a deep yellow. It js

called by the natives Iloohoo. Another is of an exceeding bright fcarlet colour ; the

wings black, and edged with white ; and the tail black ; its native name is Eeeeve.

A third, which feems to be either a young bird, or a variety of the foregoing, is varie-

gated with red, brown, and yellow. The fourth is entirely green, with a tinge of
yellow, and is called Akaiarooa. There is a fpecies of thrufli, with a grey breaft ; and
;i fmall bird of the fly-catcher kind ; a rail, with very fliort wings and no tail, which,
on that account, we named Rallus ecaudatus. Ravens are found here, but they are

very fcarce ; their colour is dark bi-own, inclining to black ; and their note is difierent

from the European. Here are two fmall birds both of one genus, that are very com-
mon ; one is red, and generally feen about the cocoa-nut trees, particularly when they
are in flower, from whence it feems to derive great part of its fubfiftence j the other

is green ; the tongues of both are long and ciliated, or fringed at the tip. A bird with
a yellow head, which, from the ftrufture of its beak, we called a parroquet, is like-

wife very common. It, however, by no means belongs to that tribe, but greatly re-

fembles the Lexia flavicans, or yellowifli crofsbill of Linn^us.
Here are alfo owls, plovers of two forts, one very like the whiflling plover of Eu-

rope ; a large white pigeon ; a bird with a long tail, whofe colour is black, the vent
and feathers under the wing (which is much longer than is ufually feen in the gene-
rality of birds, except the birds of paradife) are yellow ; and the common water or
darker hen.

The inhabitants of the Sandwich iflands are undoubtedly of the fame race with
thofe of New Zealand, the Society and Friendly Iflands, Eafter Ifland, and the Mar-
quefas. This fad, which, extraordinary as it is, might be thought fufficiently proved
by the ftriking Cmilarity of their manners and cufloms, and the general refemblance
of their pcrfons is eflabliflied beyond all controverfy by the abfolute identity of their
language.

From what continent they originally emigrated, and by what fteps they have fpread
through lo faft a fpace, thofe who are curious in difquifitions of this nature, may per-
haps not find it very difucult to conjefture. It has been already obferved, that they
bear firong marks of affinity to fome of the Indian tribes that inhabit the Ladrones and
Curoline iflands

5 and the fame affinity may again be traced araongft the Battas and the

7 Malays,
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Malays. When thefe events happened, it is not fo eafy to afcei'tain ; it was probably

not very lately, as they are extremely populous, and have no tradition of their own
origin, but what is perfectly fabulous ; whilft on the other hand, the unadulterated

ftatc of their general language, and the finiplicity which ftill prevails in their cuftonis

and manners, fecms to indicate that it could not have been at any very diftant

period.

The natives of thefe iflands are in general above the middle fize, and well made ;

they walk very gracefully, run nimbly, and are capable of bearing great fatigue
;

though, upon the whole, the men are fomewhat inferior, in point of ftrength and

activity, to the Friendly iflanders, and the women lels delicately limbed than thofe of

Otahcite. Their complexion is rather darker than that of the Otahciteans, and they

are not altogether fo handfome a people. However, many of both fexes had fine

open countenances ; and the women in particular had good eyes and teeth, and a

fweetnefs and fenfihiiity of look, which rendered them very engaging. Their hair is

a brownifli black, and neither uniformly ftraight, like that of the Indians of America,

nor uniformly curling, as amongll: the African negroes, but varying in this refpect,

like the hair of Europeans. One flriking peculiarity, in the features of every part of

this great nation, I do not remember to have feen any where mentioned ; which is

that, even in the handfomtfl: faces, there is always a fulnefs of the nollril, without any

flatnefs or fpreading of the nofe, that diilinguifhes them from Europeans. It is not

improbable that this may be the efteO; of their ufual mode of falutation, which is

performed by prefTmg the ends of their nofes together.

The fame fuperiority that is obfervable in the perfons of the Erees, through all the

other iflands, is found alfo here. Thofe whom we faw were, without exception, per-

fedly well formed ; whereas the lower fort, befides their general inferiority, are fub-

ject to all the variety of make and figure that is feen in the populace of other countries.

Inflances of deformity are more frequent here than in any of the o^er iflands. Whilft

we were cruifing olf Owhyhee, two dwarfs came on board, one an old man, four feet

two inches high, but exadly proportioned, and the other a woman, nearly of the

fame height. We afterwards faw three natives, who were hump-backed, and a young
man, born without hands or feet. Squinting is alfo very common amongft them ; and

a man who they faid had been born blind, was brought to us to be cured. Befides

thefe particular imperfections, thev are in general very fubjeft to boils and ulcers,

which we attributed to the great quantity of fait they eat with their flefli and fi(h. The
Erees are very tree from thefe complaints ; but many of them fuffer flill more dreadful

eftects from the immod(?fate ufe of the ava. Thofe who were the moft aflectcd by it,

had their bodies covered w ith a white fcurf, their eyes red and inflamed, their limbs

emaciated, the whole frame trembling and paralytic, accompanied with a difability to

raife the head. Though tiiis drug does not appear univerfally to fliortcn lite, as was

evident from the cafes of Terreeoboo, Kaoo, and fome other chiefs, who were very

old men, yet it invariably brings on an early and decrepid old age. It is fortunate that

the ufe of it is made one of the peculiar privileges of the chiefs. The young fon of

Terreeoboo, who was about twelve years old, ufcd to boaft of his being admitted to

drink ava, and flicucd us, \\ith great triumph, a fmall fpot in his fide that was growing

fcaly.

There is fomething very fingular in the hiftory of this pernicious drug. When
Cap'ain Cook firft vifited the Society Iflands, it was very little known among them.

On his fccond voyage, he found the ufe of it very prevalent at Ulictca; but it had

5 A 2 ftill
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ftill gained very little ground at Otaheite. When we were lafl there, the dreadful

havock it had made was beyond belief, infomuch that the captain fcarce knew many of his

old acquaintances. At the Friendly Iflands, it is alfo condantly drunk by the chiefs,

but fo much diluted with water, that it does not appear to produce any bad effeds. At

Atooi alfo it is ufed with great moderation, and the chiefs are in confequence a much

finer fet of men there than in any of the neighbouring iflands. Our good friends,

Kaireekeea and old Kaoo, were perfuadcd by us to refrain from it ; and they recovered

amazingly during the fliort time we afterward remained in tlie ifland.

Notwithftanding the irreparable lofs we fuffered from the fudden refentment and

violence of thcfe people, yet, in juftice "to their general conduft, it muft be acknow-

ledged that they are of the moft mild and aftefllonate difpofiiion ; equally remote from

the extreme levity and ficklenefs of the Otaheiteans, and the diftant gravity and re-

ferve of the inhabitants of the Friendly Iflands. They appear to live in the utmolt

harmony and friendfhip with one another. The women wlio had children, were re-

markable for their tendci; and conftant attention to them ; and the men would often

lend their aHiftance in tbofe domeflic offices, wiih a willingnefs that does credit to their

feelings.

It mufl however be obferved, that they fall very fliort of the other iflanders, in.

that beft tefl of civilization, the refped paid to the women. Here they are not only

deprived of the privilege of eating with the men, but the bed forts of food are tabooed,

or forbidden them. They arc not allowed to eat pork, turtle, feveral kinds of fifli,

and fome fpecies of the plantains ; and we were told that a poor girl got a terrible

beating for having eaten, on board our fliip, one of thefe interdicted articles. In their

domeflic life, they appear to live almoft by themfelves, and though we did not obferve

any inflances of perfonal ill-treatment, yet it was evident they had little regard or

attention paid them.

The great hofpitality and kindnefs with which we were received by them, have
been already frequently remarked. The old people never failed of receiving us with

tears of joy ; feemcd highly gratified with being allowed to touch us, and were con-

ftantly making comparifons between themfelves and us, with the ftrongefl marks of
humility. The young women were not lefs kind and engaging ; and till they found,

notwithftanding our utmort; endeavours to prevent it, that they had reafon to repent of
our acquaintance, attached themfelves to us without the leafl referve.

In jullice however to the fex, it mufl be obferved that thefe ladies were probably
all of the lower clafs of the people ; for I am ftrongly inclined to believe, that ex-

cepting the tew whofe names are mentioned in the courfe of our narrative, we did not
fee any women of rank during our ftay amon^ft them.

Their natural capacity feems in no refpeCt below the common ftandard of mankind.
The eager curiofity with which they attended the armourer's forge, and the many
expedients they had invented, even before we left the iflands, for working the iron
they had procured from us, into fuch forms as were bell adapted to their purpofes,
were flrong proofs of docility and ingenuity.

We met with two inflances of perlons difordered in their minds ; the one a man at

Owhyhee, the other a woman at Oneeheow. It appeared, from the particular at-

tention and refpeCt paid to them, that the opinion of their being infpired by the divinity,,

which obtains among moft of the nations of the Eafl, is alfo received here.
The inhabitants of thefe iflands differ from thofe of the Friendly Ifles, in fuftering,

almoft univerfally, their beards to grow. There were indeed a few, amongil whom
8 • was
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was the old King, that cut it off entirely, and others that wore it only upon the upper

lip. The fame variety, in the manner of wearing the hair, is alfo obfervable here, as

among the other iflanders of the South Sea ; befides which, they have a fafhion, as

far as we know, peculiar to thenifelves. They cut it clofe oa each fide of the head

down to the ears.

Both fexes wear necklaces made of firings of fmall variegated Ihells ; and an orna-

ment, in the form of the handle of a cup, about two inches long, and half an inch

broad, made of wood, ftone, or ivory finely polilhed, which is hung about the neck

by fine threads of twilled hair, doubled fometimes an hundred fold. Inftead of this

ornament, fome of them wear on their bread a fmall human figure, made of bone,

fufpended in the fame manner.

The cuftom of tattovving the body, they have in common with the refl: of the natives

of the South Sea iJlands ; but it is only at New Zealand, and the Sandwich iflands,

that they tattow the face. They have a fingular cuftom amongft them, the meaning of

which we could never learn — that of tattowing the tip of the tongues of the females.

The drefs of the men generally confifts only of a piece of thick cloth called the maro,
about ten or twelve inches broad, which they pafs between the legs, and tie round the

waifl. This is the common drefs of all ranks of people. Their mats, fome of which
arc beautifully manufactured, are of various fizes, but moflly about five feet long and
four broad. Thefe they throw over their fhoulders, and bring forward before ; but

they are feldom ufed, except in time of war, for which purpofe they feem better

adapted than for ordinary ufe, being of a thick and cumberlbme texture, and capable

of breaking the blow of a flone, or any blunt weapon. Their feet are generally bare,

except when they have occafion to travel over the burnt ftones, when they fecure them
with a fort of fandal, made of cords, twilled from the fibres of the cocoa-nut. Such is

the ordinary drefs of thefe iflanders ; but they have another, appropriated to their

chiefs, and ufed on ceremonious occafions, confifling of a feathered oloak and helmet,

which, in point of beauty and magnificence, is perhaps nearly equal to that of any nation

in the world. Thefe cloaks are made of diiferent lengths in proportion to the rank
of the wearer, fome of them reaching no lower than the middle, others trailing on the

ground. The Inferior chiefs have alfo a (hort cloak, refembling the former, made of

the long-tail feathers of the cock, the tropic and man-of-war birds, with a broad border

of the fmall red and yellow feathers, and a collar of the fame.

Thefe feathered drefles feemed to be exceedingly fcarcc, being appropriated to perfons

of the highefl rank, and worn by the men only.

The exafl refcinblance between this habit, and the cloak and helmet formerly worn
by the Spaniards, was too flriking not to excite our curiofity to inquire, whether there

were any probable grounds for fuppofing it to have been borrowed from them. After

exerting every means in our power of obtaining information on this fubjeft, we found
that they had no immediate knowledge of any other nation whatever, nor any tradition

remaining among them of thefe iflands having been ever vifited before by fuch fliips

as ours.

The common drefs of the women bears a clofe refemblancc to that of the men.
They wrap round the waill a piece of cloth that reaches half way down the thighs,

and Ibmeiimes in the cool of the evening they appeared with loofe pieces of fine

cloth thrown over their fhoulders, like the women of Otaheite. The pau is another

drefb very frequently worn by the younger part of the fex. It is made of the thinneft

and finelT; fort of cloth, wrapt ieveral liiiics round the waift, and defcending to the leg,

foas to have the appearance of a full flicrt petticoat.

Their
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Their riccklaces are made of fhclls, or of a hard, fhining, red berry. Befides \vliich»

they wear wreatlis of dried flowers of the Indian mallow ; -and another beautiful

ornament, called eraie, which is generally put about the neck, but is fomctimes tied

like a garland round the hair, and fometimes worn in both thefe ways at once. It is a

ruff, of the thicknefs of a finger, made in a curious manner of exceedingly fmall

feathers, woven fo clofe together, as to form a furfiice as fmooth as that of the richell

velvet. The ground was generally of a red colour, with alternate circles of green,

yellow, and black.

At Atooi fome of the women wore little figures of the turtle, neatly formed of wood
or ivory, tied on their fingers in the manner we wear rings. Why this animal is thus

particularly dininguiflied,! leave to the conjectures of the curious.

There remains to be mentioned another ornament (if fuch it may be called). It is

a kind of malk, made of a large gourd, with holes cut in it for the eyes and iiofe. The
top was fluck full of fmall green twigs, which, at a diftance, had the appearance of an.

eWgant waving plume ; and from the lower part hung narrow ftripes of cloth, re-

fembiing a beard. We never faw thefe mafks worn but twice, and both times by a
number of people together in a canoe, who came to the fide of the fliip, laughing and
drolling, with an air of mafquerading.

The food of the lower clafs of people confifls principally of fifli and vegetables ; fuch

as yams, fweet potatoes, tarrow, plantains, fugar-canes, and bread-fruit. To thefe the

people of a higher rank add the flefh of hogs and dogs, dreffed in the fame manner as

at the Society lilands. They alfo eat fowls of the fame domeftic kind with ours ; but

they are neither plentiful nor much efteemed by them. Their fi(h they fait, and
preferve in gourd-fhells ; not as we at firfl: imagined for the purpofe of providing againft

any temporary fcarcity, but from the preference they give to faked meats. For we
alfo found that the erees ufed to pickle pieces of pork in the fame manner, and efteemed

it a great delicacy.

They are exceedingly cleanly at their meals; and their mode of drefling both
their animal and vegetable food, was univerfally allowed to be greatly fuperior to

ours. The chiefs conftantly begin their meal with a dofe of the extract of pepper-

root, brewed after the ufual manner. The women eat apart from the men, and are

tabooed, or forbidden, as has been already mentioned, the ufe of pork, turtle, and
particular kinds of plantains.

The way of fpending their time appears to be very fimple, and to admit of little

variety. They rife with the fun, and, after enjoying the cool of the evening, retire to

reft a few hours after funfet. The making of canoes and mats forms the occupation of

the Erees ; the women are employed in manufacturing cloth, and the Towtows are

principally engaged in the plantations and fifhing.

Their mufic is of a rude kind, having neither flutes nor reeds, nor inflruments of any
other fort that we faw, except drums of various fizes. But their fongs, which they

fung in parts, and accompany with a gentle motion of the arras, in the fame manner as

the Friendly iflanders, had a very pleafmg effect.

It is very remarkable that the people of thefe iflands are great gamblers. They
have a game very much like our draughts ; but, if one may judge from the number of
fquares, it is much more intricate. The board is about two feet long, and is divided
into two hundred and thirty-eight fquares ; of which there are fourteen in a row, and
they mal;e ufe of black and white pebbles, which they move from fquare to fquare.

There is another game, which confifts in hiding a ftone under a piece of cloth, which
one of the parties fpreads out and rumples in fuch a manner that the place where the

ftone
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ftone lies is difficult to be diftinguiflied. The antagonift with a ftick, then ftrikes the

part of the cloth where he imagines the ftone to be, and as the chances are upon the

whole confiderably againft his hitting it, odds, of all degrees, varying with the opinion

of the fkill of the parties, are laid on the fide of him who hides.

Befides thefe games, they frequently araufe themfelves with racing-matches between

the boys and girls ; and here again they wager with great fpirit. I faw a man, in amoft

violent rage, tearing his hair and beating his brcaft, after lofing three hatchets at one of

thefe races, which he had juft before purchafed from us with half his fubftunce.

Swimming is not only a neceffary art, in which both their men and women are more
expert than any people we had hitherto feen, but a favourite diverfion amongit them.

One particular mode, in which they fometimes amufed themfelves with this exercife in

Karakakooa Bay, appeared to us moft: perilous and extraordinary, and well deferving a

diftin£t relation.

The furf which breaks on the coaft round the bay, extends to the diftance of about

one hundred and fifty yards from the fhore, within which fpace, the furgcs of the fea,

accumulating from the fliallownefs of the water, are daflied againft the beach with pro-

digious violence. Whenever from ftoriny weather, or any extraordinary fwell at fea>

the impetuofity of the furf is increafed to its utmoil height, they chufe that time for this

amufement, which is performed in the following manner : Twenty or thirty of the na-

tives, taking each a narrow board rounded at the ends, fet out together from the fliorc.

The firft wave they meet they plunge under, and fuilcring it to roll over them, rife again

beyond it, and make the beft of their way by fwimming out into the fea. The fecond

wave is encountered in the fame manner v;ith the firft ; the great difficulty confifting in

feizing the proper moment of diving under it, which, if miffed, the pcrfon is caught by
the furf, and driven back again with great violence, and all his dexterity is then required

Xt prevent hinifelf from being daflied againft the rocks. As foon as they have gained,

by thefe repeated efforts, the I'mooth water beyond the furf, they lay thcmrelvcs at length

on their board and prepare for their return. As the furf confifts of a number of waves,

of which every third is remarked to be always much larger than the others, and to flow

higher on the fhore, the reft breaking in the intermediate fpace, their firft objecl is to

place themfelves on the fumniit of the largeft furge, by which they are driven along with

amazing rapidity toward the fhore. If by miftake they fhould place themfelves on one
.

of the fmaller waves, which breaks before they reach the land, or fliould not be able to

keep their plank in a proper diredion to the top of the fwell, they are left expofed to

the fury of the next, and to avoid it are obliged again to dive and regain the place from
which they fet out. Thofe who fucceed in their objeft of reaching the fliore, have ftill

the greateft danger to encounter. The coaft being guarded by a chain of rocks, with

liere and there a fmall opening between them, they are obliged to fteer their board

through one of thefe, or, in cafe of failure, to quit it before they reach the rocks, and

plunging under the wave make the beft of their way back again. This is reckoned very

difgraccful, and isalfo attended with the lofs of the board, which I have often feen with

great terror daflied to pieces, at the very moment the iilander quitted it. The boldnefs

andaddrefs with v\hich we faw them perform ihcl'e ditlicult and dangerous manauvres,
was altogether aftonifhing, and is fcarcely to be credited.

An accident of which I was a near fpeclator, fliews at how early a period they are fo

far familiarized to the water, as both to lofe all fears of it, and to fet its dangers at defi-

ance. A canoe being overfet in which was a woman with her children, one of them, an

infant, who, I am convinced, was not more than four years old, feenied highly delighted

with
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with what had happened, fwlmming about at its eafe, and playing a hundred tricks, till

the canoe was put to rights again.

Bcfidcs the amufements 1 have already mentioned, the young children have one which

was much played at, and fhewed no fmall degree of dexterity. They take a (hort ftick.

with a peg fliarpened at both ends, running throuj^h one extremity of it, and extending

about an inch on each fide ; and throwing up a ball made of green leaves moulded to-

gether, and fecured with twine, they catch it on the point of the peg ; and immediately,

throwing it up again from the peg, they turn the flick round, and thus keep catching

it on each peg alternately, without mifling it, for a confiderable time. They are not lels

expert at another game of the fame nature, toffing up in the air, and catching in their

turns, a number of thefe balls ; fo that we frequently faw little children thus keep in

motion five at a time. With this latter play the young people likewiie divert themfelves

at the Friendly iflands.

Their cloth is made of the fame materials, and in the fame manner as at the Friendly

and Society iflands. That which is defigned to be painted, is of a thick and ftrong

texture, feveral folds being beat and incorporated together; afterwhich it is cut in breadths

about two or three feet wide, and is painted with great tafleand regularity of defign.

The bufincfs of painting belongs entirely to the women, and is called kipparee ; and
it is remarkable that they always give the fame name to our wriiing. The young
women would often take the pen out of our hands, and fliew us that they knew the uie

of it as well as we did, at the fame time telling us that our pens were not fo good as

theirs. They looked upon a flieet of written paper, as a piece of cloth ftriped after the

fafhion of our country, and it was not without the utmofl difficulty that we could make
them underftand that our figures had a meaning in them which theirs had not.

Their mats are made of the leaves of the pandanus ; and, as well as their cloths, are

beautifully worked in a variety of patterns, and ftaincd of different colours. Some have

a grounil of pale green, fpotted with fquares, of romboids of red ; others are of a Itraw

colour, fpotted with green, and others are worked with beautiful ftripes, either in ilraight

or waving lines of red and brown. In this article of manufadure, whether we regard

the flrcngth, finenefs, or beauty, they certainly excel the whole world.

Their fifliing-hooks are made of mother-of-pearl, bone, or wood, pointed and barbed
with fmall bones, or tortoife-fhell. They are of various fizes and forms ; but the mofl
common are about three inches long. Confidering the materials of which thefe hooks
are made, their ilrength and neatnefs are really aflonifhing ; and in fad we found them,
upon trial, much fuperior to our own.

The line which they ufe for fifliing, for making nets, and for other domeflic pur-
pofes, is of different degrees of finenefs, and is made of the bark of the touta, or cloth-

tree, neatly and evenly twilled in the fame manner as our common twine. They have a
finer fort, made of the bark of a fmall flu'ub called areemah ; and the finefl is made of
human hair.

The gourds, which grow to fo enormous a fize, that fome of them are capable of con-
taining from ten to twelve gallons, are applied to all manner of domeffic purpofes ; and in

order to fit them the better to their refpeclive ufes, they have the ingenuity to give them
difTercnt forms, by tying bandages round them during their growth. Thus, fome of
them are of a long cylindrical form, as befl adapted to contain their fifhing tackle

;

others are of a difh form, and thefe ferve to hold their fiilt, and falt.d provifions, their

puddings, vegetables, &c. which two forts have neat clofe covers, mide likewife of the
gourd ; others again are exadly the fhape of a bottle with a long neck, and in thefe they

keep
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keep their water. They have likewlfe a method of fcoring them with a heated inftru-

ment, fo as to give them the appearance of being painted, in a variety of neat and
elegant defigns.

The people of thcfe iflands are nianifeftly divided into three claftes. The firfl: are

the Erees, or chiefs, of each diftrict ; one of whom is fuperior to the reft, and is

called at Owhyhee Erec-taboo, and Eree Moee. By the firfl: of thefe words they

cxpreis hisabfolute authority j and by the latter, all are obliged to proftrate themfelves

(or put themfelves to flecp, as the word fignifies) in his prefence. The fecond clafs

are thofe who appear to enjoy a right of property, without authority. The third arc

the tou tows, or fervants, who have neither rank nor property.

The great power and high rank of Terreeoboo, the Eree-taboo of Owhyhee, was
very evident from the manner in which he was received at Karakakooa, on his firft

arrival. All the natives were feen prort:ratcd at the entrance of their houfes ; and the

canoes for two days before were tabooed, or forbidden to go out, till he took off the

reftraint.

I'he chiefs exercife their power over one another in the moftl* aughty and oppreffive

manner. Of this I fliall give two inftances. A chief of the lower order had behaved

with great civility to one of our officers ; and in return I carried him on board, and
introduced him to Captain Cook, who invited him to dine with us. While we were
at table, Pareea, who was chief of a fuperior order, entered, whofe face but too plainly

manifeflied his indignation at feeing our gueft in fo honourable a fituation. He im-

mediately feized him by the hair of the head, and was proceeding to drag him out of

the cabin, when the captain interfered ; and after a deal of altercation, all the indul-

gence we could obtain, without coming to a quarrel with Pareea, was that our gueft

fliould be fuffercd to remain, being feated upon the floor, whilft Pareea filled his place

at the table. At another time, when Terreeoboo firft came on board the Refolution,

Maiha-Maiha, who attended him, finding Pareea on deck, turned him out of the fhip

in the molt ignominious manner.

The religion of thefe people refenibles, in moft of its principal features, that of the

Society and Friendly lilands. I'heir morais, their whattas, their idols, their facrifices,

and their facred f'ongs, all of which they have in common with each other, are con-

vincing proofs that their religious notions are derived from the fame fourcc.

It has been mentioned, that the title of Orono, with all its honours, was given to

Captain Cook ; and it is alfo certain that they regarded us, generally, as a race of

people fuperior to themfelves; and ufed often to fay, that the great Eatooa dwelled in

our country. The little image we have before mentioned, they faid, was Terreeoboo's

god ; and that he alfo refided amongft us. They called him Koonoorackaiee.

In a bay to the fouthward of Karakakooa, a party of our gentlemen were conducted

to a large houfe, in which they found the black figure of a man, reftingon his fingers

and toes, with his head inclined backward ; the liihbs well formed and exadly propor-

tioned, and the whole beautifully polifhed. This figure the natives called I\Iacc ; and

round it were placed thirteen others of rude and diltortcd fliapes, which they faid were

the Eatoos of feveral deceafed chiefs, whofe names they recounted. The place was

lull of whattas, on which lay the remains of their offerings. They likcwife give a

place in their houfes to many ludicrous and fome obfcene idols, like the Priapus of

the ancients.

Human facrifices are more frequent here, according to the account of the natives

themfelves, than in any other iilands we vifited. Thefe horrid rites are not

only had recourfe to upon the commencement of war, and preceding great battles,

VOL. XI. 5 u and



738 CAPTAIN COOK S LAST VOYAGE.

and other flgnal enterprifes ; but the death of any confiderable chief calls for a

facrifice of one or more tovvtows, according to his rank j and we were told that men
were dcftined to fufler on the death of Terreeoboo.

To this clafs of their cuftoins may alfo be referred that of knocking out their fore-

teeth, as a propitiatory facrifice to the Eatooa, to avert any danger or mifchief to which

they might be cxpofed.

The word taboo implies, laying reflraint upon perfons and things. Thus they fay

the natives were tabooed, or the bay was tabooed, and fo of the reft. 1'his word is

alfo ufed to exprcfs any thing facred, or eminent, or devoted. Thus the King of

Owhyhee was called Eree-taboo ; a human victim, tangata-taboo ; and in the fame

manner among the Friendly Iflanders, Tonga, the ifland where the King refides, is

named Tonga-taboo. The women are faid to be tabooed, when they are forbidden to

eat certain kinds of meat.
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HISTORICAL RELATION
OF A

VOYAGE UNDERTAKEN FOR THE DISCOVERY OF

SOUTHERN LANDSj

IFrom the Frenth of M. Peron, one of the Naturaltjls appointed b^ the French Government tt

accompany the Expedition,^

THIS narrative, prefentcd by M. Peron to the Imperial Inftltute on the 9th of June

1 806, received highly flattering approbation, and from the report of the Inftitute

was ordered to be printed at the expence of government by His Majelly the Emperor
and King.

BOOK I.

FROM FRANCE TO THE ISLE OF FRANCE, INCLUSIVELY.

CHAP. I.— Tbe general Plan and Objed of the Voyage, and the Individuals of which

the Expedition -was coinpofed.

[From 2 2d March to 19th Oftober 1800.3

FROM the ccra that difcoverics in the fcienccs have with juftice been placed among
the principal evidences of the glory and profpcrity of nations, a liberal concurrence

among them has become eftablilhed, and a new career has been opened to the rivalry

of governments ; a rivalry the more honourable from its real utility to all. In efforts

of this nature, England in particular has of late fliewn hcrfelf confpicuous ; and in the

glorious llruggle, France alone has been able to Contend with her fuccefsfully for

triumph and fuperiority.

Nevcrthclefs, it mult be allowed, that the learned of England, ranging through the

immenfe field prefentcd by a fifth portion of the world, were, in many refpccis, on

the point of fixing the voice of Europe in favour of their country. The fuccefllve

labours of Banks, Solander, Sparman, of the two Forfters, Andcrlbn, Menzies, White,

Smith, Collins, Paterfon, &c. began to render New Holland a fubject of intercfl to,

an objed of the meditations of, ail the friends of fcience. So many remarkable things

had already been brought from this fouthern continent ! So many were the valuable

obfervations which had rapidly atiradcd notice !

In fuch a ftate of things, national honour and the progrefs of fcience, with us, com-

bined to claim an expedition of difcovery to the fouthern lands, and the Inftitute oi

France conceived it a duty to propofc the meafure to the government.

5 B 2 Ac
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At this epoch war fcemed to have redoubled its rage ; the political exigence of

France was menaced ; its territory invaded : but already Buonaparte was Firft; Conful ;

he liflened with intereft to the propofition of the Inftitute, which had now for feveral

years prided itfelf in reckoning him among its members ; and at the very inftant the

aj'iny of refcrve was about to pafs the Alps, he ilfued his orders to haften the execu-

tion of this grand enterprife.

In a fliort time twenty- three individuals, appointed by himfelf at the recommendation

of the Inftitute, were deftined to fcientific enquiries : never before had there been fuch

an extenfive equipment of this component part of voyages of difcovery ; never had the

means for a fuccefsful iffuc been prepared before upon fo grand a fcale. Afti'onomers,

geographers, mineralogifts, botanifts, zoologifls, artifts for defigning ; of each of thefe

the alTociatcs were two, three, or even five.

This part of the labours of the expedition was the more interefting from the nature

of the regions about to bevifited. In latitudes correfponding with thofe of our climates

on a vaft continent, on the numerous illands attached to it, it could but happen that

many ufeful vegetables, many curious animals would be found, which, tranfported to

European fhores, might readily be naturalized, and furnifh new refources to our wants,

additional afTiftance to the arts, and to our enjoyments aliment unknown before.

The advantageous refults to be expefted from the component parts of the expedition,

and the object it had in view, appeared to be fecured by the plan of operations ; what-
ever could be gained from the experience of preceding navigators with refpeft to the

regions we fliould have to traverfe, and all that theory and reafoning could deduce
from or add to this experience, were collected for the bafe of this important work :

irregular winds, monfoons, currents, each was computed with fuch exact precifion,

that the reverfes we afterwards experienced were wholly to be attributed to the ob-
ftinacy of our chief, and his fwerving from our valuable inftruftions.

According to the plan digefted, we were to touch at the Ifle of France, take up
there a third veflel of inferior fize, bear away afterwards towards the fouthern

extremity of Van Diemen's Land, double the South Cape, examine at all points

the channel D'Entrecafteaux, afcend as high as poflible up all the rivers of this

part of Van Diemen's Land, reconnoitre the whole eaftern coaft: of that large

ifland, penetrate into Bafs's Straits by Banks's Straits, and determine with the utmoft
nicety the points of entrance and departure of the former of thefe flraits, fix

the precife pofition and extent of Hunter's Iflands, fleer afterwards to the fouth-weft

coafl of New Holland and coaft along it to the point where D'Entrecafteaux finiflied,

pafs at the back of the iflands St. Peter and St. Francis, and vifit that portion of the
continent covered by thefe iflands where a ftrait was fuppofed to exift communicating
with the bottom of the great gulf of Carpentaria, and which confequently would have
divided New Holland into two great iflands of nearly equal dimenfions. This firft

part of our work completed, we were afterwards to Iteer for Cape Leuwin, and the
unknown coaft north of this point ; and to determine next the chief pofitions of
Leuwin's Land, of Edel's and Endracht's Land, which were but vaguely laid down by
the more ancient navigators, and the geography of which muft neceflarily participate

of the imperfection of the methods and infiruments in their time : we were further
to afcend the river of Swans as high as poflible ; make an exadt draught of the ifland

Rottneft and the 'neighbouring coaft ; vifit the tremendous Abrolhos, fo fatal to Pelfar
;

complete the draught of Shark's Bay ; afcertain different pofitions on De Witt's Land,
and along the north-weft coaft, efpecially the entrance of King William's River, Rofe-
mary Iflands, &c, terminating at length this long and firft campaign at the north-weft:

9 cape
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cape of New Holland. From this lafl: point making fail for the Moluccas, we were to

winter at Timor or Amboyna.
From one or the other of thefe iflands, paffing north of Ceram, we were ordered to

make the fouth-wefl: coafl: of New Guinea, and reconnoitre it to the point where Cook
flopped, behind which a (Irait was fuppofed to exift, dividing New Guinea into feveral

iflands ; defcending again towards Endeavour's Straits, we were to make land at the

eaftern point of the great gulf of Carpentaria, enter the gulf, and determine the chief

fpots in it, afcertain the pofuion of feveral iflands marked on old charts, and vifit the

mouths of that heap of pretended rivers, noticed in the ancient plan of the gulf, into

which no one, for fo great a length of time, had penetrated ; coafting then the land of

Arnheim, and Diemen's Northern Land, we were to conclude our fecond voyage at

the fame north-weft cape at which the hrft terminated ; travcrfing then the Indian

ocean, and afcertaining the yet very uncertain longitude of Trial iflands, we had orders

to proceed a fecond time to the Ifle of France ; thence, in our paifage home to Europe,

which was calculated to take place in the fpring of 1803, our tedious labours were to

terminate in a ufeful manner with the afcertainment of a portion of the eaftern coaft of

Africa, refpefting the pofition of which, among geographers, fome doubt yet remained.

Such was the general plan traced by the government for our chief; a plan the execu-

tion of which ad literam would have rendered this voyage one of the moft rapid and

fruitful that has ever been made. I fhall detail in fucceffion, and in the order of the

epochs at which they took place, the modifications it experienced ; a judgment, how-

ever, may even now be formed, from the fuccinft expofure I have made, of the im-

portance of this expedition to navigation and geography : more than five thoufand fea-

leagues of coaft, either wholly unknown or very badly laid down, were to be explored

minutely; never, if .Vancouver be excepted, had any navigator a more difficult

miflion. In facl, it is not in voyages on the high feas, however long they be, that

adverfe circumftances or ftiipwreck are fo much to be dreaded ; thofe, on the contrary,

along unknown (hores, and barbarous coafts, at every inftant prefent new difficulties to

encounter, with perpetual danger. Thefe difficulties and thefe dangers, the woeful

appendage of all expeditions begun for the purpofe of geographic detail, were of more
imminent character from the nature of the coafts we had to explore : tor, no country

has hitherto been difcovered more difficult to reconnoitre than New Holland, and all

the voyages of any extent made for the purpofe in this part have been marked either by

reverfes, or infru6luous attempts : for example, Pelfur on the weftem coaft was one

of the firft vidims of thefe fhores ; Vlaming fpeaks of wrecks by which Rottneft ifland

was covered when he landed there in 1697; and we ourfelves obferved others ot much
more recent date ; Captain Dampier, notwithftanding his intrepidity and experience,

could not prefervc his veflTel from grounding when oft' the north-weft coaft of this conti-

nent, a coaft already famous for the fhipwreck of Vianen ; on the eaft Bougainville, me-

naced with dcftruclion, was conftrained to precipitate flight ; Cook efcaped by a kind

of miracle, the rock which pierced his fliip remaining in the breach it made, and alone

preventing it from finking ; on the fouth-well Vancouver and D'Entrecaftcaux were

not more fortunate in their feveral plans of completing its geography, and the French

admiral nearly loft both his ftiips. Towards the fouth, but a few years have elapfcd

fmce the difcovery of Bafs's Straits, and already the major part of the iflands ot this

Strait are ftrewed with the wrecks of fliips : very recently, and almoft before our face

I may fay, the French thip Knterprife was daftied to pieces againft the dangerous iflands

which clofe its eaftern opening. The relation of our voyage, and the dangers we in-

curred, will ftill farther demouftrate the perils of this navigation ; and the lofs of the

two



745 VOVAOE FOR. THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS.

two vcdcls of Captain Flinders, font by the Englifli government to compete with us,

will but too clearly furnilh a new and lamentable evidence. Still, fpite of fo many un-

favourable circumilances, the geographical part of our labours are not the lefs interefting
;

and it will no doubt be eafy for me to prove, by the narrative of our operations of this

defcription, how much they do honour to the French navy.

Two veflels were made ready for this expedition in the port of Havre: Le Geographe,

a bandfome corvette mounting 30 guns, drawing from fifteen to fixtecn feet water, and

an excellent Aiiler, but too fharp-built perhaps to admit of its grounding once or often

limes without danger j Le Naturalille, a large, itrong, and broad built vefTel of nearly

funilar draught of water to that of Le Geographe, a flower failer, b,ut of very folid

flrudure, and on this fcore far preferable to the corvette.

Nothing was noglefted in the excellence and abundance of our flock of provifions ;

the magazines at Havre were placed at the difpofal of our commander ; confiderable

fums were granted him for the purchafe of choice wines, liquors, firups, fweetmeats

of various kinds, Italian cakes, foup-cakes, acidof lemon in cry ftals, robe of beer, &c.

Filtering machines invented by Schmidt, ftoves with ventilaters, hand-mills, and dif-

ferent apparatus for diftilling, were put on board each veflel ; while inilruftions of great

value were iiVued by Mr. Keraudrin, firfl; phyfician of the navy, for the prefervation

of health. Our numerous inltruments of altronomy, phyfical inftruments, and thofe

requifite for the meteorological and geographical departments, were the work of the

moft eminent artilts of the capital ; the materia of the chymifts, painters, and draughtf-

men, were of the firfl: quality ; a numerous library, compofed of the befl works relating

to the fea, to aftronomy, geography, phyfics, natural hiftory, and voyages, was pre-

pared for each vefTel ; for the infl;ru£t:ions relative to fcientific refearches it will be fuf-

ticient to notice, in order to afcertain how precious and complete they were, that they

were the compilation of a commiflion of the Inflitute, formed of Meffrs. Fleurieu, La-

cepcde, Laplace, Bougainville, Cuvier, Juflleu, Lelievre, Camus and Langles ; Mr.
Degerands, a member of the fame learned fociety, digefled for us an interefting work
on the method to be followed in our obfervations on uncivilized people ; a national

medal was ftruck to commemorate this grand enterprife ; the mofl; fiaitering paflports

were furniflied by all the governments of Europe ; an unlimited credit was opened for

us with the principal colonies of Africa and Afia ; in one word, the auguft chief, un-

der theaufpices of whom this important voyage was about to be undertaken, haJ given

diredions that nothing fliould be omitted which might tend to the prefervation of man,
facilitate our labours, and guarantee our independence. Laftly, the moft liberal pro-

mifcs, repeated on every page of the inftruftions of government, held out to zeal and
affiduity, thofe honourable rewards, thofe flattering diilindions, which have always been
the meed of fimilar voyages, and which alone can indemnify the man of worth for the
privations and calamities to which heexpofes himfelf.

Nations, the knowledge of which is interefting, inhabit the diftant fliores we were
about to vifit ; it was the wifli of the Firft Coiiful that we fliould appear among them as

friends, and benefadors. Under his direflions we carried with us pairs of the moft;

ufeful animals, plants in abundance of the moft valuable trees, feeds congenial to the
temperature of thofe climates, inftruments of various kinds moft ncceflary ,to man,
cloaths and ornaments of every defcription ; and the moft extraordinary inventions of
optics, phyfics, and chemiftry, deftined either for their fervice or amufement.

Thefe numerous articles put in order, and the equipment of the veifels complete,
the naturalifts were ordered, in the beginning of September 1800, to repair to Havre. I

was
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was of the number of thefe, a fifth place as zoologifl: having been affigned to me at

the recommendation of feveral diftinguiflied mgn of learning.

The officers of this expedition v/erc fclecled with great care from the different ports
;

the midfhipmen, before they were received, underwent rigorous examinations, and
were, all of them, worthy of the diflinftion, as flattering as it was coveted, which they
received. It was not the officers alone, however, that were choice ; the inferior ranks
had been fought for with avidity, and many of them were filled by young people of the
nioft refpedable families in Normandy, impelled by the anxiety peculiar to youth of
acquiring knowledge, and of making one in thcfe diftant voyages, which ever wear a
character of greatnefs and Angularity, and enforce that refpeft thev conflantly merit and
obtain. Among thefc interelting young men was my coadjutor and eftimable friend

M. Lefueur, that dear companion of my dangers, my facrifices, and my zeal.

Befides the officers there was, on board the Naturalifte, aperfonage fufficiently well
known, whofe name was A-fam, a Chinefe born at Can-toong. Taken prifoner, in a
veflel belonging to the Englifli company, by a French cruizer, A-fam had fucceffively

paffed from hofpital to hofpital until he reached that of Val-de-Grace. The prefence
of a Chinefe in the capital produced too great an cffcft long to remain unknown to the-

Firft Conful. From the inftant it was intimated to him A-fam was rendered free and
happy ; every fpecies of comfort was lavifhed on him during his refidence at Paris ; and
to crown his hberality the Firft Conful dire£led that A-fam Ihould be reftored to his

country, and family, and Ihould be tiV;ated as an officer on board our fhip ; the ad-
miniflraiors of government in the Ifle of France were alfo ordered to continue towards
him a fimilar attention until a favourable opportunity fhould prefent itfelf for his retnru

to China. Happy the nations in which the unfortunate foreigner receives a hke pro-

teftion ! Bleft the chief thus generous and beneficent !

CHAP. II.— Fajfcige from Havre to the Canary IJlands :—Stay at Teneriffc.

[From 19th October to 13th November 1800.]

THE wind and tide favouring, on the 1 9th of Oftoberin themoming, orders weregiven
for the two veflcls to weigh anchor ; the American frigate, the Portfmouth, carrying

back to the United States the ambafladors who had jufl: concluded peace, failed at the

fame time. At nine we pafled before the tower of Francis I. A numerous band of mufic
on its fummit gave us a farewel greeting : a multitude of people from every quarter

covered the fhore, each individual bidding us adieu in gefture as in words, and putting

up prayers for our fuccefs, each feeming to fay, " May you, more fortunate than Ma-
" rion, Surville, Saint-Allouarn, La Peroufe and D'Entrecafteaux, return to your
" country and your grateful fellow citizens !"

At ten, being without the jetties, we took our powder on board ; and, hoifting all

fail to reach the Englifh frigate Profclite which was cruising before the port, we fhewed
our paffport to the officer in command, and continued our courfe.

On the 25th, the difperfion of the fog we had conltantly experienced through the

channel, and the afcent of the thermometer, fufficiently indicated our approach to

warmer climtrs ; the temperature had progreffively encrcafed from 3 to 12^": we were
now in the Bay of Bifcay almoft under the parallel of Bourdeaux.
On the 27th we reckoned ourfelves in the latitude of Cape Finiflerre, well known

as the moft weftern point of Spain ; and of continental Europe.

• M. Pcron has omitted to flate, wlicthtr the thermometer ufcJ was that of Reaumur, or the cen-
tigrade, which is thai of Cilfius. Aflcr-obfervaiions render probable it was that of Reaumur. Tn.

We
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We were foon after abreaft of that Lufitania, the happinefs and fecundity of which

is confecrated with fo much eloquence, and fo pleafingly, by the elegant and fenfibfe

author of Teleniachus. The Iky was more ferenc, the waves more cahii, a milder and

more genial air was breathed ; every thing, in Ihort, feemed to have combined to re-

call the fmiling pictures of Fcnclon. The thermometer already flood at 15° : the ba-

rometer, from our departure froni Havre, had progreflively fallen two lines, and now
flood at 28" 5'.

The 3orli, we paflcd the latitude of the Strait of Gibraltar. The remainder of the

day, and the next, we continued our courfo along the coaft of Africa, diilant about fifty

leagues.

At length, on the id of November, at fix in the evening, we had the long wifliedfor

fight of Peak Tcida, the Mount Nivaria of the ancients. In midft of the illands Palma,

Fcrro, Gomera, wcflward, and, eaflward, thofe of Canary, Fuertaventura, and Lan-

cerotta, rifes that point fo famous, known as the Peak of Tenerifle. Its broad bale was

at this time enveloped in clouds, while its fummit, illuminated by the lafl rays of the

declining fun, towered above them in majefly. I'his mountain is not, afTuredly, as

many travellers, too much acted upon by enthufiafm, have ignorantly affirmed, the

loftiell of the globe ; its height, in fadl, above the level of the lea, does not exceed

2000 toifes*, and, confequently, is inferior to that of Mont Blanc, of feveral moun-
tains of Sweden, Norwayt, and, in America, to ten or twelve points of the Andes

;

AntiHma, for example, and Chimbora^o are lofrier by a third ; butitmufl be allowed,

that the infular pofition of this peak, the prefence of the famous iflands which it an-

nounces at a diftance, the remembrance it excites, the grand cataftrophes it proclaims,

and of which it is itfelf a wonderful example ; all concur to give it an importance above

any other mountain on the furface of the globe.

While the eyes of every one were fixed on this gigantic mountain, we continually

were nearing it more and more : in a little time we diftinguilhed Lancerotta, Fuerta-

ventura, and the Great Canary, which (hewed itfelf in the horizon like an immenfe
cone, much flattened at its fummit. SaiHng with a favourable wind we hoped to reach

an anchorage before the fall of evening ; but, failing in this, we made feveral tacks

during the night, and at day break, the fucceeding day, fleered for land, which we
fliortly attained.

Let the reader figure to himfelf a fl:eep fliore, black, and deeply furrowed by tor-

rents, without other trace of vegetation than fome flunted branches of Cacalia, Cadus
and Euphorbia ; beyond this inhofpitable coaft, tiers of mountains rifing one above the

other to a great height, alike deftitute of verdure, brifthng with fharp peaks, their

ridges and their flanks rough with fcattered rocks ; and, beyond thefe mountains,

the peak of Teida, rifing like an enormous Colofl'us above them ; and he will have a

juft idea of the afpeft of Teneriffia from the point of Anaga, where we made the land :

thence, to Santa Cruz, where we anchored, the fame wild appearance is repeated j

every where are feen land, fcori^e, and fteep and barren rocks : a few wretched dwel-

lings, fcattered at the foot of thefe volcanic waftes, ferve but to increafe the mournfulnefs

* 12,789 English feet.

\ This is a mis-ftatement of M».Peron ; the higheft points of tlie mountains of Sweden and Norway are

found in the long chain which divides the two countries ; of thefe Moflevala, near lake Focmund, and
Rcettutick, are among the higheft, but have not a greater elevation than 6000 Englifli feet, nor are there

certainly any whicli exceed 8000. If Mont Blanc be excepted, I.';,S05 Engli(h feet above the level of the

fea, there is no mountain in Europe more lofty than the Peak of Teneriffe, provided its height be 2000
toifes. Next to this rank Mulahacen, and the Pico de Venleta, in the Sierra Nevada of the Alpuxarras of
Grenada in Spain, the former 1 1,688, and the latter 1 1,388 feet high, elevations fuperior to that of uEtna
or the mountains of the Alps of Swizzreland. Tr.

of
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©f the fcenery in this part of the ifland. Far different this, without doubt, to thofe

pleafing pictures of the Fortunate Iflands, defcribed in fucccflion with fo much elegance
by Horace*, Viana, Cairafco, the immortal author of Jerufalem Delivered, and the
writer of the poem Dell' Oceano ; but thcfc pleafing delufions, thefe fmiling images, to

keep their ground in fpite of truth, had occafion for the veil of myflery, the interefl:

they have excited for centuries, and to be at dillance from where they were admired : in

the preftnt day, the Canaries, dclpoiled of thofe brilliant titles affixed to them by an-
cient fame, no longer poflels any other interelt than what they derive from their wines,
their advantageous pofition, and the phyfical and political revolutions of which they
have been the theatre.

By keeping at a fhort di (lance from the fliore, coafling along Anaga, we in a little

time diftinguilhed the anchorage and town of Santa Cruz. At ten in the morning we
anchored in twenty-two fathoms, with a bottom of volcanic fand, black and mixed
with mud.
The cxtenfive range I have to defcribe will prevent my dwelling long on the Canary

iflands ; their pofition in midfl of the Atlantic ocean has fubjected them to the remarks
of a variety of modern travellers, equally valuable for their talents and veracity ; there

exifts moreover a Spanifli work on this archipelago, in three volumes 8vo., by Jofeph de
Viera y Clavijo, in which every fubjed relative to the ancient and modern hiftory of
thefe iflands, their phyfical and political revolutions, their population, various pro-

ductions, temperature, Reappears to be exhaufled. The hiflory of the conqueit of

the Canaries with juflice fills a confiderable portion of this work of Clavijo ; for what
can be more interefling or afteding than the unfortunate Guanches, armed with (lakes

and clubs, fighting for near a century with Frenchmen, Portuguefe, and Spaniards j

oppofing intrepidity and firnmefs to numbers, to fuperior arms, and to their fquadrons

of horfe ; and caufing the pofTefhon of their wretched iflands to be purchafed, by more
frequent combats, and greater efiufion of blood, than did afterwards the pofTelhon of

the New World f.

On thefe accounts I fhall rcftriifc myfelf at prefent to a very fmail number of points,

which feem to have efcaped the numerous writers who have hitherto written on this

archipelago.

The mofl common maladies, thofe which may be regarded as endemical, arc obflinate

gaflric afteftions, oftentimes complicated with lofs of ftrength
; putrid and chronical

diarrhoeas ; low and debilitating fevers ; fcorbutic cachexies ; cutaneous eruptions of

different kinds, that is to fay, the itch, with which numbers are dreadfully alHitted, and

an aifeci^ion, much more dangerous, but very analogous, as it is laid, to the clephantiafis.

The whole of thefe maladies, which mofl particularly the lowed order of the people are

fubjetl to, feem to have but one origin, the faulty nutriment common through the

country. The food of the people, in facl, is compofed principally of gofio, a fort of

pafle which almofl generally is the fubflitute for bread, and is reputed to have been

adopted from the Guanches. The pafte is made with the flour of barley or wheat,

• who never mentions them. Tr.

f Anotlier error ; M. Pcron, like the generality of the French, does not confine himfclf to what he is

acquainted with, and exceeding this, is frequently in the wrong : whoever liai read the account of the

Aracans, by Molina, will there fee, that notwithilanding nnnaerous battles and immenfe flaughter, this

nation of Chill, a prototype of the ancient Germans, w«s. on the firft invalion of the Spaniards, not only

trave and firm, but, what is more, unconqucred, as they Hill remain to be at the prclent day. The Spa-

niards, in tiicir different battles with this people, have loll a greater number of men, not only than the

whole amount of Europeans wUo perilhed in the fubjugition o\ the Canariea, but than the whole popu-

lation of thefe illanda at that period amounted to. Tr.

VOL, XI, 5 c parched
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parched on hrc, pounJcd, and moiftened with water, milk, and honey. The rcfl: of

their food cnnfids, with little elfe, of fait filh, caught off the coafl; of Barbary, which,

di-ied in the fun, b; afterwards ftored in large magazines, and for want of due attention,

from being laid in heaps, and from the heat of the climate, fpeedily becomes fubjea: to

a decompofition of lefs or greater rapidity. The infedious fmcll, exhaled by their large

heaps of fidi in a ftate of fermentation, to ftrangers is infupportable ; and the otfc'ifive

odour purfues them through every quarter of the town. The cheapnefs of this fall filh

renders the confumption of it through the whole of the Canary IflanJs prodigiouily

great ; but the advantage of this plenteoufnefs is lamentably countervailed by the ma-

ladies I have defcribcd, all of which appear to refult in great mcafurc from the laline,

acrimonious, and putrid quality of this food.

To the fame caufe, perhaps, is to be attributed the cachectic phyfiognomy, the oily,

and, if the expreflion may be ufed, livid complexion which nioft travellers have re-

inarkcd in the people of Santa Cruz. The quality of the water ufed in common
through tlicfe iflands may neverthclefs have influence in producing the affeftions to

whicir I advert : for, owing to the fcarcity of fprings (the greater pare dried up in the

fummer), the inhabitants are obliged to collect rain water in large cillerns, which, by

its ftagnation during feveral months, cannot fail of undergoing a change, more or lefs

deleterious to the animal oeconomy.

As for venereal complaints, they are unufually prevalent at Teneriffe ; this is to be af-

cribed colleftively to the heatof the climate, the indolence of the inhabitants, their abo-

minable negled of cleanlinefs, the number of foldiers, and of failors, who flock hither

from all quarters of the globe, the total abfence of all police, the little knowledge of the

majority of the medical part of the community, and, above all, the fliocking abund-

ance of proftitutes, who, in the flreets, on the quays, and even in the temples, unre-

mittingly purfue the ftranger, to barter for the vilefl: return their perfidious pleafures ;

lamentable fources of long and bitter rernorfe ! Difeafes of this nature are, in fa6t,

the more dangerous in this country, from their being frequently complicated with

the mofl; inveterate itch.

Owing to the ancients, who had no very exacl idea rcfpefting the Canaries, having

made them the refidence of the blefl:, enthufiaftiic individuals have been tempted to

renovate the fanciful defcriptions of poetry and ancient mythology in fpeaking of

them. Hence, very recently, we have feen thefe iflands celebrated for their fenility, in

a manner repugnant at once to truth and reafon.

In fa(5l, one of the firft elements of fertility is water : now, the fcarcity of this is fo

general throughout the whole of the Canary Iflands, that not any one of them pof-

fefles what may properly be termed a river ; and the fprings, during fummer, are fo

conflantly dry, that the inhabitants are every where obliged to depend on cifl:erns for

their drink, rhis fcarcity of water, moreover, is a confequence fo immediately de-

pending on the nature of the foil, and its general difpofuion, as to defy a remedy,

cither on the part of individuals, or of the government. The fmall extent of the

iflands, the long and narrow figure of the major part of them, the enormous height

of the mountains by which they are covered on all points, the depth of the vallies,

their rapid declination towards the fea, and above all, their little length, all concur to

oppofe the formation of rivers, or even of rivulets, however fmall. At the fame time,

the quality of the foil, almofl: conft;antly bafaltic, preventing the filtration of water
through its furface, the rains which fall are fpeedily evaporated by the heat of the

atmofphere.

Thefe phyfical obftades to the general fertility of the Canaries are fo evident, and

their
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their acllon fo powerful, that one might difpenfe with more direct proofs to rebut

exaggerations arifing from a fpirit of fyftem-.making and enthufiafm ; but thefe dire£t-

proofs cxifl to juftify the refults of reafon and analogy. Ic appears, in fad, from

a memoir in my poflcflion on the produce and commerce of the Canaries, and

which was put into my hands by one of the mofl enlightened merchants of this

archipelago:

lil. That TeneriiTe, the moll: confiderable of thefe iflands, Palma, and Ferro, do

not produce near enough for the fubfiffence of their thin and wretched population :

2d, That Canaria and Gomera yield barely enough to anfwer their demand :

3d, That Lancerotta and Fucrtavcntura are the granaries of the Canaries ; but

that their unrcquiting and fandy foil (thefe are the precil'e expreflions of the manu-
fcript) exacts abundant rains to make it prodiiclive ; and, moreover, that as often as

their crops fail, or are but ilcnder, deartli and famine prevail throughout the

archipelago :

4th, Ihat, even when the hai-vcfl: is moft abundant, the Canaries never produce a

fuperfluity of grain for exportation ; but, on the contrary, are almoft every year

obliged to draw large cargoes from Spain, America, or even the north of Ger-

many ; payment of which is made by a conliderable portion of the wines ot the

archipelago.

The Canaries, in their prefent ftate, fo far from yielding a profit to the metropolis,

exatl annually a large expenditure for t!ic maintenance of their fortifications and

garrifons ; while, in the hands of England, thefe colonics would be::ome highly inte*

relting : for, independent of the advantage of their pofition. Great Britain, by her

poireffion of them, would be in meafure releafed from the onerous tribute ihe annually

pays to Portugal, Spain, and France, for the wines and brandies flie extratts from

them. This was, no doubt, the principal motive with the Fnglifh government for

its attempt on them during the lad war. A numerous fleet, under the orders of

Admiral Nelfon, fuddenly made its appearance, in 1796, before Teneriffe, the chief

of ihcfe iflands ; but the attack, on this occafion, had a widely difierent refult from

that made in 1657 on the fame fpot, by Admiral Blake : Nelibn loft an arm here ;

a part of his troops and veflels was taken by the Spaniards, or funk by the artillery

of the forts ; in vain, under favour of night, did he fuccecd in effecting a landing, and

even advance to the works ; affailed on every fide by the troops and militia oi the

Spaniards, he was obliged to capitulate, and fign an engagement to quit the archi-

pelago. The inhabitant of the Canary Iflands ftill fliew with pride, fufpended from

the roof of their principal church, the colours taken from the Englifli ; and alio the

boat of Nellon's fliip, on board of which he loft his arm. The crews of feveral

French (hips diftinguiftied themfelves on this honourable occafion ; they h;illened to take

up arms on the appearance of the Englifh fliips, and contributed not a little, by their

example, to rally the courage of the militia and troops of the countr)'. The remark

will not here be mifplaced that, about the fame time, the batteries and advanced pofts

of Porto Rico were defended with fo much intrepidity by the French, that theEnglifli,

forced to reinibark with precipitation, abandoned part of their artillery.

Since the attack of Nelibn, the garrifons of the Canary Iflands have been greatly

augmented ; when we were there, they contained 4,500 regular troops, of handlbme

appearance, and perfectly equipped ; the chief of thefe troops were at Tenerifle,

which, in addition, is capable of furnifliing 8000 militia. Separate from this increale

of force, an aUempt on Santa Cruz would at prefent be much more diflicult than

before, on account of a new fort which the late governor cauied to be conftruded on

5 c 2 a fteep
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a ftccp mountain, the batteries of which point down upon the road, and crofs the fire

of thii Iquarc tower which defends the mole.

Tlie nature of our million, the excellent under/landing that fubfifted between the

two governments, the late i'uccefles of France, the recent peace with America, all

concurred towards our meeting with the moft obliging reception from the Spaniards.

Our brave allies took great pleafurc in interrogating us on the fubjed of the laft

campaign in Italy, on the paflage of the Alps, the battle of Marengo, and that rapid

fucceflion of prodigies of which we brought them the firfl: intelligence. All emulous,

the one of the other, were defirous of teilifying their refpcft for, and admiration of

France. Yes ! if the man of honour may ever be allowed to pride hinifelf on the

nation to which he belongs, then, doubtlcfs, it mufl be when, under circumftances

like thcfe, replete with charms, and in the midft of foreigners, he fees the mofl: fplen-

did ideas of power, of grandeur, and glory, attached to the name of his country.

Among the individuals whom I had occafion myfelf to form an acquaintance with

at Teneriffe, and whofe handfome demeanour towards me is mofl dei'erving of remem-

brance, I have to particularize M. Le Due de Bethancourt, colonel of the regiment

of Ultonia, a defccndant of that famous Jean de Bethancourt, a Norman nobleman,

who was at the fame time the conqueror and legiflator of the Canaries. One of the

greatefl men of the fifteenth century, fo fecund in prodigies, Jean de Bethancourt pof-

felTed all the heroifm and chivalric enthufiafm of his age, without, at the fame time,

participating the ignorance peculiar to it, its fanaticifm, or ferocity. His memory,
eternally dear to the Canarians, will be, for his latefl poflerity, an inalienable title to

the moll flattering diflinftion ; but this defcendant, of whom I fpeak, had other, and

more allowable titles to efleem.

M. Le Marquis de Nava poffefTes a very handfome botanic garden at Orotava

;

this nobleman confecrates a portion of his large revenue to naturalizing, in the iflands

of the archipelago, all thofe vegetables tending to iucreafe their commerce, enrich

the foil, embellifh the vallies, and clothe their bare and flerile mountains : it is jufl

he fhould be upheld to the notice and efleem of every man of worth, as one of the

benefactors of his country.

At La Laguna, Mr. Savignon, phyfician of government, diflinguiflies himfelf in his-

profefFion by an honourable character, and extenfive knowledge.

Mr. Cologant, of that refpcftable family in which politenefs to French travellers

feems to be hereditary, and the merited eulogy of which is repeated in all our na-

tional relations of modern times ; Mr. Cologant, I fay, took pleafure in communi-
cating to us information of the mofl interefting kind, on the fubjeft of the lall

eruption of the volcano of Cahorra ; the coloured drawing of it, effefted by himfelf

with confiderable nicety, was kindly lent to fuch of us as felt difpofed to take a copy.

Finding it, on my return to Europe, in the work of Mr. Bory, I regretted that he had
not commemorated the name of its real author, as omilTions of this kind, however
unintentional, are oftentimes of fuificient weight to lelTen, or even deftroy the confi-

dence liberally afforded by foreigners to European travellers, a confidence of which
I myfelf have received fo many generous teflimonials at different epochs on our
voyage.

During our flay at Teneriffe, the barometer conflantly remained at 28" 3' to aS-"

4' ; the thermometer on board, in the fhade, and at noon, varied between 37 and 20°,

giving for a mean 18, 5° ; a refult which agrees with the experiments of Lamanon and
Labillardiere, made at the fame place, and under fimilar circumftances.

Of all the hypothefes refpefting the Canaries, which owe their origin, to the tradi-

tions
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tions of the ancients, the moft fingular, certainly, and the mofl: generally admitted is,

that of the exiftence of a great continent, of which they formed a part, and which,
under the name of Atlantis, is reputed to have occupied the ocean which now
divides Africa from America. This opinion has not wanted fupporters in fome
travellers, feduced themfelves by the authority of Plato, or the fophifms of many
modern writers. Volumes on this fubjecl have been filled with compilations and
citations, while the original documents ftill continue unproduced. Authors, inflead

of comparing the prefcnt phyfical conftitution of the countries rcfpefting which they
feek to eftabiifli the ancient accounts, have bewildered themfelves in diffeitation and
hypothefis : Mr. Bailly is, however, one who departs from the beaten track, in his

manner of difcufling the important queftion of the exiftence of the Atlantic continent.

The interefling obfervations of this enlightened mincralogift arefubjoined.
" Many celebrated writers," fays he, " have devoted attention, on the teflimony

of Plato, to the former exiftence of Atlantis ; the majority of thofe who admit its

exiftence, have confidered the Canary Iflands, defignated by the ancients under the
name of the Fortunate Iflands, as remnants of this land, which, in the opinion of fome,
comprifed no Icfs than the fpace between Africa and America, and, perhaps, even
formed a part of thcfe two -continents, connecting the one with the other. The
chain of mountains which traverfes the northern part of Africa, denominated Mount
Atlas, ferved materially to fupport their fyftem ; for in the iflands of which we treat,

they faw the continuation of this chain, which, by a flight bend, connected the Azores ;

they alfo as readily fuppofed the Cape Verd Iflands to be links of the mountains,- eff

the interior of Atrica. The fame authority indeed which thus aggregated the Cana-
ries, the Azores, and Cape Verd Iflands, might as reafonably allow the junction,

to the loft continent, of the other Atlantic Iflands, fuch asTriftan d'Acunha, Afcenfion,

St. Matthew, the Trinity, St. Helena, Noronha, &:c. ; for aflfuredly ic would not have
been too bold a flight to have embraced even thofe within the limits of a country of
greater extent, according to the high-prieft of Sais, than Afia and Lybia united *.

" But the grounds for conjecturing a union fo fmgular as this, and of fuch diftant

parts, are hitherto no other than the vague traditions of the ancients ; the inquifitors

into the fad have moreover confined themfelves to the mere infpeftion of charts ;

they have neglefted to compare the phyfical conftitution of the fuppofed wreck of
Atlantis, with the continents to which they deem it to have been united. This com-
parifon it is which I propofe to examine.
" All travellers agree in their ftatement, that the chains of mountains which traverfe

Africa and America, are efll'entially primitive ; that the lands between them are of
later origin ; and that the fpots, known to belong to the domain of fubterraneous

fires, are, compared with the remainder of thefe continents, few in number and of
fmall extent.

" Different is the character of the iflands fprinkled in the Atlantic Ocean ; they

are imiverfally volcanic, whether fingle ilbnds, fuch as Afcenfion, St. Helena, Trinity,

* This is another error fo common with French writers. Mr. Bailly clearly, by the extent he fanciw
to have been afcribcd Ly the high-pricll of Sai's to this difputed country, -whofc inhMtanli fu'jugalcd
Europe, AJnca, igypt^ anJ /Ifia, rtckons that, by Afin, was meant the whole of that divilion of the globe
known to U8 at piefent under that denomination ; whereas, with the Egyptians, Syrians, Greek?, and
Romans, by the term Afia that country alone was ditignated now fubjcct to the Turks, and known by
the name of Afia Minor ; neither by Lybia, at he appears by his comparifon to conceive, was the
divifion now called A/ricft intended, but only a very fmall portion; comparatively fpeaking, of that coo-
tiucnl. Ta.

Madeira,
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Madeii-a, Sec. or in groups, the Azores for example, the Canaries, and Cape Verd
Iflands, Triflan d'Acuiiha, and thofc by vvliich it is furroundcd.
" I'hefc iflands appear to rife from the bolom of a deep fca ; their flanks are fteep,

and almofi: perpendicular ; the channels by which they are feparated are of fadionilcfs

depth; banks and Ihallows, fo common in otiier archipelagos, have no exiftencc

here. If, pccafionally, fome infulaled rock appears, whether it bL-long to fome
neighbouring ifland, or be dillincT;, it furniihcs ground for fimiiar obiervations with

the larger iilands. In no one of them is true granite found, any real porphyry, or

primitive fchillus ; as for the calcan-ous fubflances which fome of them prcieut, they

are no other than dcpofits of flicUs and madripores.
" From the fimple perfpective I have afforded, it, I think, evidently refnlts, that a

difference fo abibiutc, and fo general between the aftual conltitution of the Atlantic

Iflands, and that c^' the continent, rebuts the idea of a common origin, and even of

any former jundion. From thcfe lame fads it may likewife be inlLrred, that the

hypothelis, which is obflinately perfillcd in, of computing the Atlantic Iflands to be
veltiges of an ancient continent, is incapable of defence ; for thefe iflands being uni-

verfaJly volcanic, to fupport the hypothefis, cither we mufl fuppofe that Atlantis was
a continent altogether of volcanic nature, or, that the volcanic parts alone of this

continent furvived the cataftrophe by which it was buried in the waves : now, both
the one and the other fuppofition are deftiuite of likelihood."

CHAP. III.

—

From the Canaries io the JJlc of France,

[13th November 1800 to 15th March 1801.]

THE 13th November in the afternoon, having flowed away the provifions we came
to take in at the Canaries, w6 weighed anchor. At four we paffed by the little town
of Candilaria, famous on account of the miracles of the virgin of that name. The
whole of this part of the ifland of Tenerifte is of an afped equally wild, and as com-
pletely barren as the coafl: of Anap. In the evening we difcovered the iflands Gomem
and Palma, which we left on the weft, pafllng them during the night.

On the 15th we were under the tropic of Cancer; the i8th we reckoned ourfelves
abreaft of Cape Verd Iflands : from this latter point to the latitude of Gambia, we had
tolerably favourable winds ; but here we were fo completely becalmed as to be unable
to pafs the equator before the 12th December, and, notwithflanding the efforts of our
commander, who endeavoured to gain 10° or 1 2°, were obliged to crols it in 24° 6'W

;

calms, currents, and baffling winds, oppofing all his endeavours to cut the line more
towards the eaft. It is, doubtlefs, worthy of remark, that Admiral D'Entrecafleaux,
defirous nine years before of following a fimilar courfe to crofs the equator in 1 6 or i S",

experienced fimilar obftacles, and, like us, was carried away by currents and ftorms as
far as 26° towards the weft.

On the 30th December, we croffed the tropic of Capricorn for the firft time. In
the night, of the 23-24th January 1801, we were under the meridian of Paris, in
about 36° of latitude fouth.

The 3d February, we doubled the Cape of Good Hope from eight to ten leagues
diftant. We diftinguiflied pretty clearly the Table Mountain, notwithftanding the fog
with which it was then furrounded.
The 3d and 4th March, we experienced a violent gale, which lafted about four-and-

twenty hours, and fo ftrongly affeded the atmofphere, that the barometer funk
10, 8 lines. The Naturalifte fuffered fome damage in her fails. We were at this time

9 in
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in the Mofambique channel, famous for the frequency and violence of the florms

to which it is fubjeft. On the loth, we again paflod the tropic of Capricorn.

At length, in the afternoon of the 13th, we difcerned the mountains of the Ifle of

France, after 3 voyage of a hundred and forty-five days, reckoning from our departure,

the moft tedious length of time ever employed in the pafTage. The obflinacy of our
commander in perfi(Hng to keep too clofe to the African coaft, was the principal caufe

of its long duration ; and, as this delay was attended with the moft calamitous con-
fcquences to the whole of our after opL*rations, 1 confider it proper to make fome
comments on this head.

Two courfes naturally prefent themfelves to the navigator from Europe about to

double the Cape of Good Hope : the one by (leering along the coaft of Africa, cutting

the equator as much as poffible towards the eaft ; the other, when in the latitude of the

Cape Verd Iflands, by bearing weftvvard towards the eaftern coaft of America, fo as to

divide the line in 25 or even 30° of longitude weft of Paris. In this laft courie, when
in 33° of fouthern latitude, north-weit, and afterwards weftern winds are met with, by
favour of which, a ftiip nrakes a rapid courie eaftward, to double the famous cape we
fpeak of.

'Ihere can be no doubt, if one merely computes the length of the two courfes, the

former muft be preferred ; but the fkilful failor takes into his calculation more than

the relative pofitions of places ; he knows that the wideft diftance is nothing to him,
provided he be conftantly favoured by currents and winds ; and that, on the contrary,

he may be detained for weeks or even months, on the fliorteft trip, when thefe fame
windf and currents oppofe his courfe, or where, what he dreads ftill more, his motion.-

lefs fliip is detained by obftinate calms.

Now, in the coafting voyage along the north-weft fhores of Africa, the whole of
thefe inconveniencies are united : in fadl:, we are taught by experience, that the general

direction of the winds prevalent in thefe parts is eaft-fouth-eaft, or even fouth-eaft,

and furthermore, that the currents in this portion of the Atlantic Ocean run to the

north-weft ; it teaches us in fhort that, of all the known feas, that which bathes the

equatorial portion of the weftern coaft of Africa is the moft fubjeft to calms, and
thofe of long continuance. All the moft enlightened navigators agree in the fads I

give, and Captain Dampier, whofe works, the fruit of long practice, are fo valuable

for their precifion, has particularly noticed them in his Trcaiife on Winds.

By the other courfe, on the contrary, the currents, fo oppofite in that along the

coaft, favour the velfel bearing to the weft ; and the calms, fo formidable off that

coaft, are much lefs frequent, and, cfpecially, of far fhorter duration in the middle of

the Atlantic, whether their exiftence be derived from the fhelter of a large continent,

or whether they proceed from any other phyflcal caufe. And hiftly, weft winds which

the navigator requires on attaining 33 or 35" fouth, are fo conftant in the latter dircct;ion,

that they may fafely be computed on beforehand*.

It is not then without good reafon, that the moft Intelligent navigators prefer the

weftern courfe, although apparently much longer; and this preference is CLH-tainly of

long ftanding, fince as early- as the firft voyages of Schouten, we find it approval from
experience. This celebrated traveller relates that, during his firft voyage from Europe
to India in 1658, the captain of the fhip in which he failed, a well-informed man,
had a difpute with another, who commanded a different vefl'el belonging to the Dutch

* We fhall Iiave occaGon in aaother part to advert to the conflancy of wed winds in this part of the

fouthirn hcmifplicie.

company,
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company, and was his confort to Ratavla. The captain of his vcflTel, grounding his

reafons on what I have related, wiflied to run towards tlie weft ; the other, deceived

by his eyes and inexperience, refolved on coafting the fliores of Africa. Dillering

thus in opinion the two captains feparatcd, eacli taking his own courfe ; but the know-

ledge of Schoutcn's captain availed him fo much tliat he arrived two months before .the

inexperienced coaftcr.

From complete acquaintance with all thefe circumftances, is it, that Englifli fliips

bound to India are accuftomed to near the coaft of Brazil, fo as not to cut the line

more towards the eaft than 2S, 30, or even 35" weft; and the fliips belonging to the

i:ompany follow the fame plan as thofe fitted out by private perfons.

Moreover, it is not only on doubling the Cape of Good Hope, that the currents

and calms ofl' tlie coafl. of Afjica arc to be apprehended ; the daily voyages to Ma-
lembo and Loango, and the coaft of Angola, are frequently much prolonged by

them ; and experience here alfo teaches that, to efcape them, fliips muft keep as far

as polliblc from the gulf of Guinea, and confequently bear away to the weft to return

again, and fometimes to the fouth, in order to arrive at their place of deftination. The
fame precaution fliould likewife be taken by thofe who leave Loango for the Antilles.

Dampier even affirms, that on fuch a voyage it is neceflary to bear to the weft the

fpaceof 30° or 35° before the line be crofled, to afcend towards the north, and after-

wards to fteet north-weft. This courfe, fays he, is that purfued by the moft en-

lightened failors, and however long it may be in appearance, it is neverthclefs the

Ihorteft in reality ; for thofe who cut the equator too much towards the eaft to range

along the coaft of Africa, and bear away at once towards the north-weft, are ahnoft

always fubjed to tirefome calms, and aflailed by ftorms, which are more frequent,

and far more dangerous in the vicinage of the coaft of Guinea, than in the middle of
the Atlantic ocean.

Laftly, Mr. De Grandprc, whofe teftimony is valuable, from his having long fre-

<juented thefe feas, Mr. De Grandpre exclaims, with juft reafon, againft thofe ignorant

or timid captains, who, notwithftanding the fatal experience of other navigators, con-

tinue to coaft along the fhores of Africa : he relates, among other examples, that of
a veflel, which, detained by calms, and thwarted by currents, was eleven months on
its paflage from France to the coaft of Angola. In one word, if it were not foreign

to the nature of my work to lengthen this difcufllon, it would be by no means difficult

for me to prefent fo great a number of fadts and obfervations, favourable to a weftern
courfe, as to make its merit of preference demonftratively evident ; for my prefent

objeft it fuffices that I have put it in the power of the reader to appreciate duly the

extent of the fault of our chief. It will fliortly be feen, indeed, that as a necefTary refult

of this lofs of time, as eafy to have forefeen as prevent, he found himfelf obliged, at

the very outfide of his voyage, to invert the whole order of operations. Such are the
vexations and irreparable confequences which, in the execution of great undertakings,
may refult from the moft trivial faults !

The narrative of a voyage to India, it fliould feem, after the numerous voyages of
all nations to that part, during more than three centuries, muft be unfufceptible of
exciting any intereft unproduftive of any new obfervation ; neverthelefs, that this is

not the cafe will appear from a curfory glance over the multitude of relations furniflied

at^ difTcrent epochs. In thefe, nearly all the navigators will be found to have been occupied
with the mofl common objefts, mere echoes of what had a hundred times before been

• Dampier alfo recommendB to pafs the line between 30* and 35* wefi.

told
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told by their predeceflbrs, and neglediiig all the real novelty to be found in this im-

nienfe field, comprehending at once the whole length of the Atlantic Ocean, the

Indian Sea, the two temperate zones, and the equatorial belt of the world. Yet,

what a valuable fuccefiion of obfervations might there not, in fuch a voyage, be made
on the atmofphere, and its temperature in different latitudes of the one and other

hcmifphere, on the variations oi the barometer and hygrometer under fimilar circum-

ftances ! On the temperature of the fea alfo, at its furface, compared with that of

the atmofphere at different parts of the day and the night ! And the warmth of the

fea, at great depths, does ic not prcfent a career fecund in refults of greatefl; interefl ?

Are we not moreover reduced to vain conjeflures on the depth of the fea, and the

relative proportion of the ialtnefs of its waters ? Our opinions are they not ftill irre-

folute refpccling the real caufc of the phofphorefccnce of the fea, of this marvellous

phenomenon, fo common, yet fo ill explained, and, it might be faid, fo ill examined

till the prcfent day ? And calling the eye over the wide expanfe of the ocean, are

there not a crowd of pelagic animals, of mollufcjE, and zoophytes efpeciallv, which

might be difcovered, and only wait, to exhibit new prodigies, a fearch into their organic

zation, an hiftorian of their mode of life ?

Here, certainly, arc fubjefts for obfervation, numerous enough and fufEciently at-

traclive, to be purfued during the long voyage in queflion; fubjeds, on which attention

would far better be fixed than on flying-fiihes, dorados, lliarks, and their pilots *, &c.

To voyages of fuch defcription, and to thefe alone, does it belong to furnifli the

precious materials of a phyfical and meteorological chart of the fea, a chart of

which fcience deplores the want, and the moit fimple elements of which it would feek

in vain in heaps of narratives, mere repetitions the one of the other.

In directing my attention to the feveral fubjecls I have detailed, I was defirous rather

of pohiting out this new career, than of boafiing on account of my having purfued it

;

but the refults I have obtained from thefe firft attempts appear to me of fufficient

utility to claim a fummary expofition in this work ; the minutin: of the obfervations of

which thefe are the fruits I referve for other occafions, and for other works.

SECTION I.— Meteorological Obfervations.

THESE obfervations were made with the thermometers of Dollond and Moffy, the

barometers of the latter artift, and the hygrometers, with double hairs, ol Richer.

That the obfervations might better be compared, I made a point of repeating them four

times every day at the moft oppofitc hours, that is to fay, at fix, night and morning, at

noon and midnight. The obfervations were commenced with tlie voyage, were made
in the open air in all weathers, and on the quarter deck. The firft feries of my labours

furniflied me with the following general ixfults.

Indications of the Thcrmsmeter.

1. The temperature, under fimilar circumftances of weather, rifcs progrefllvely

with an advance towards the equator.

2. It progrcffively lalls in failing fi-om it.

3. The proportion of its rife and ihll is not the fame in either homifpherc ; the mean

of the heat in the fouthern being lels than in the correfponding northern latitudes.

• The remora is called tlic pilot-f»(h, from t(s conftaiuly preceding the fharit, and pointing cut to ii

its pri-y. Tr.

VOL. XI. 5 D 4« Under
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4. Under funilar circumftances, the temperature of the atmofphere between the?

tropics is lefs in the open fea than in the interior of continents, or even in iflands : the

created heat experienced under the line did not exceed 25°, and the mean heat was

much inferior.

5. The variations of teinperatui-e are fmallcr, and lefs frequent, in proportion as

the equator is nearer approached, and the contrary.

6. Not only are the variations of temperature lefs confiderable from one day, or

even one month, to another, between the tropics and in the open fea ; but, in ordinary

weather, the diiilrcnce between the temperature of the day, taken in the fliade at

noon, and that of the night, taken at midnight, is inconfiderablc ; for, of forty ob-

fervations made between the 22d of November and 1 ft December 1800, and which

fumifhcd me with a total of 909,6° of heat, thofe made at noon gave 233", and thofe

at midnight 222,7% which makes a difference for each day of fcarcely one degree ; a

phenomenon the more remarkable, as from the experiments of Miller, Beze, Pifon,

Halley, Lifter, &c. it is known that the difference of the heat of the d.iy and the

night is greater in equatorial regions on fliore, of which we lliall have occafion to notice

many examples witneffed by ourfelves.

Indications of the Hygrometer.

N. B. As this is the firft time that this valuable inllrument was employed at fea, it was before-hand

evident, that obfervations made with it would yield very important rtfults. Whether thcfe ex-

pectations were founded on reafon will be feen.

7. Under funilar circimiftances, the hydrometer indicates an increafe of humidity

in proportion to the advance towards the equator.

8. The pofitive humidity of the atmofphere appears to leffen in proportion to the

increafed elevation of the pole.

9. The variations of the hygrometer are more rare and feeble the nearer it is to

the equator, and the contrary.

10. The hygrometer, in the center of the equatorial regions, at mod, conftantly

maintains the point of complete faturation.

Indications of the Barometer*

\ I . Circumftances alike, the barometer finks in proportion to the advance towards
the equator.

12. It rifes progreffively in receding from it.

13. The variations of the barometer are more flight and lefs commoij, under fimilar

circumftances, in proportion to its approximity to the equator, and the reverfe.

14. The uniform level of the theatre of our obfervations, the diftance or abfence

of any foreign caufc to difturb the atmofphere at fea, renders the progreflion of the

barometer much more regular, and its variations more fubjecl: to comparifon than could
poflibly be the cafe on large continents : on this account the inftrument is of great
utility to mariners, of which our own experiments leave not the flighted doubt.

^ Relation of the Barometer and Hygrometer.

15. The variations of the barometer have an indifputable aflinity to thofe of the
hygrometer.

16. The fall of the mercury correfponds, in the greateft number of inftances, with

the iucrcafe of humidity j and the greater this becomes, the more is that perceptible,

9
'

17. The
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1 7. The elevation of the barometer almofl: always correfponds with the decreafe of
humidity in the atmofphere ; circumftances being the fame, it is greater in proportion

to the diminution of moifturc indicated by the hygrometer.

JVincfs.

18. The winds decreafe in force and are more conflant In proportion to the

proximity of tlie equatorial regions, and the contrary.

Relation of the Winds to the Barometer.

19. The winds appear to have influence, really, and independently of other cir-

cumftances, on the variations of the barometer ; for I have frequently feen the mer-
cury fink fuddcnly three, four, five, fix, and even eight lines during the prevalence

of dry and cold winds, notwithftanding the rapid decreafe of moiflure in the atmo-

fphere ; a circumftance, which, according to the too general theory of Deluc, fliould, on
the contrary, have occafioned the mercury to afcend.

20. This aSion of the winds on the barometer, under fimilar circumftances,

appeared to me to be generally in proportion to their frigidity and velocity combined.

Atinofpherieal Phenomena.

21. The mifly ftaffe of the fky obferved towards noon in all the equatorial regions,

and defignated by navigators, a greyJ^y, a thick horizon, a gauzyfky, or a w/'/?v horizon ;

the fplendid pomp of fun-rife and fun-fet in the fame climates, and the ferenity of the

heavens during the night, which prefents fo remarkable a contrail to the mifly flate

of the atmofphere during the day ; the frequency, and the almoft inflantancous form-

ation of thole menacing clouds dcfcribed by fo many travellers, of thofe florms known
by the name of bull's eyes ; the aflonifliing permeability of moiflure, from which it is

next to impofTible to preferve the mod valuable objects ; the profufion of rain, and the

large fize of the drops that fall— all thefe phenomena of equatorial meteorology,

unexplained before, appear to me to depend almofl exclufively on the moifl

ftate of the atmofphere in thefe parts ; and ilie theory of atmofpheric refraction, in

my opinion, is allied in an important manner to obfervations of this defcription.

General Refults.

22. If to thefe refults of our enquiries thofe • obtained by Mr. Humboldt on the

decreafe of the intenfity of the magnetic power towards the equator be joined, it

follows, that all thefe grand phenomena of phyfics experience mofl important modifi-

cations in proportion to the proximity of this line : on advancing towards it the force

of gravitation and the intenfity of the magnetic force diminifh, the barometer finks,

the thermometer rifes, the hygrometer advances towards faturation, the winds are Icfs

ftrong and more conflant, and the progreflion of all the inflruments becomes more
regular, while their variations diminifli.

SECT. 11.— Temperature of the Sea.

l^NDER fimilar circumftances, and at the times of making my meteorological ob-

fervations, 1 followed up a long feries of refearcheson the relation of the temperature

of the fea with that of the atmofphere ; the refult I have detailed to the Inllitute.

With an apparatus conftrudcd after a plan of my own, I attempted at the fame
epoch, in concert with my colleague and my friend Dopuch, fomc obfervations on the

temperature of the ocean at great depths ; and from them I was led to fufped a pro-

grellive coolncfs of the water of the lea proportionate to the diflance from the furface.

I fliall, on a future occafion, have to return to ihis curious part of our labours.

5 D 2 , SECT.
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SECT, UL— Siil/nc/s of the Water of the Sea.

IN ihe number of the moO; important obfrrvations requifite for the phyfical hidory

of the fea, thofe certainly mud be placed which have for their object to determine the

pofitivc and relative proportion of faknefr. in its water, undc'r ditVercnt latitudes, and at

different depths. Hitherto, however, experiments of this defcription are few, and even

thefe firft effays feem to me altogether wanting of exaclnefs in their principles, and

confequently to be iifolcfs in their refults. In fact, fpecific gravity, taken as a bafe for

works of this kind by Ingen-houfs, Labillardiere, and M. Humboldt, in my contempla-

tion, is a means incapable of affording any precif^ conclufions, on account of the

enormous quantity of corpufcul< s, oftentimes vifible by the microfcope, which abound

in fait water, and which, poliibly foreign to the matter of the fait itfelf, cannot fail to

affedl the fpecific gravity of the liquid in which they Hoar, and are, one may fay, diffjlved,

on account of the gelatinous mucus which tranfudes from the whole of their exteriors,

and gives to the purefl fea-water the vilcous character by which it is particularized.

The mode adopted by Sparman, of collecting fea-water and preferving it afterwards

in bottles, is even more exceptionable ; the putref;iction to which the water is fubjeft

never failing of changing ail its conflitucnt parts, and producing others, by the

fpontaneousdecompofition of the numberlefs animalculce we have noticed.

To obviate thcfe different inconvenicncies, at every five degrees of latitude, I pro-

pofed to colkd a pretty large quantity of fea-water, fay loolbs., to filter it through

brown paper, and to determine afterwards its fpecific gravity by means of the areometer

of Nichollon, a means of itfelf cffentially defedive, as will appear from what has before

been faid, but which, being only accefl'ory here, \vas of utility, as the water by filtration

would previoufly be feparated from the major part of the heterogeneous fubftances.

This firft operation finifncd, I intended to diftill the filtered water in one of the alembics,

furnifhed us by government, and continue the evaporation of it till I had concentrated

as much as poiliblc all the faline fubftances in folution. Uniting afterwards the refiduum

of thefe didillations in one or more bottles, fecurely clofed with emery, I propofed,

on my return, to confide this fucccffion of valuable fpecimeris to M. Fourcroy, who,
no doubt, would not have failed to give exact analyfes of them. This plan, independent

of the precife refults of w^hich it feems fufccptible, held out the double advantage of
exacting only a ferics of operations, very eafy, even on board of (hip, and of rendering

needlefs all the minutiae of a delicate analyfis, which could not be purfued withfufficienc

jiicety in the midit of the embarraffments incident on a iba voyage.—Unfortunately in

this, as in many other inflances, I was obliged to give way to the fpirit of contradiction

in our chief; and I fhould have abftained from ipeaking here of this my plan of ex-

periments, had it not appeared to me neceffary to call the attention of ftudents of phyfics,

and travellers, to this curious part of the hiftory of the fea, and to point out to the

latter a procefs, as eafy of practice, as exadt in its refult.

SECT. IV.— Phofphorefcence of the Sea.

UNDER relations, certainly not lefs fingular, the ocean again was the object of my
refearches. I'he phofphorefceiice of its water, from the time of Ariftotle and Pliny,

has been an object of interefl and meditation, as well for travellers as the lovers of
phyfics. How numerous and varied indeed are the phenomena it prefents !

* Here
the

» However biilliant the rapid accotirl I give of tlie principal phcnorr.ena of pliofphorefcence may at fiid;

l.c appear, yel is there not a word, not an cpillict if.dccd, but is borrowed from the obferrations of men thefigl

moH
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the furface of the ocean fparkles, and fhlnes throughout its whole extent h"ke

a filvcr fluff eleftrified in the dark ; there the waves roll out in immenfe fheets of
lulphur and bitumen in flames ; in other parts again the fea refembles a vaft ocean of
milk, the limits of which are loft in the horizon. Bernardin de St. Pierre has de-

fcribed, with enthufiafm, the brilliant ftars which by myriads fpring from the bottom
of the fea, and of which he obfervcs with truih, oar fireworks are but a feeble imi-

tation. Others fpeak of thofe maffes, in guife of fire, which roll over the waves like

"fo many red-hot balls, and of this uefcription we ourftlves faw one apparently not lefs

than 20 feet in diameter. Many failors have noticed incandcfcent parallelograms, cones
of light revolving round their own axes, fplendid garlands, and ferpentining illumi-

nations. In fome parts of the fea columns of fire, eliciting fparks, are thrown up from
the bofom of the deep : in others, clouds of light and phofphorus arefecn travcrfing the

waves in the midit of darknefs. Occafionally the ocean appears decorated with an im-
menfe fcarf of moveable and wavy light, the ends of which exceed the limits of
fight. All thefe phenomena, and many other which I abftain from indicating here,

however marvellous they may appear, are not the lefs inconteftable ; they have been
defcribed by travellers of undifputed veracity, and I myfelf have obferved the major
part of them in different quarters of the fea.

How numerous the theories which fucceflively have been publifhed to explain thefe

kinds of prodigies ! Now the fpirit of fait, bitumen, petroleum, and animal oil, have been

, held forth as the elements of thefe varied phenomena ; the fpawn of nfli now, of
mollufcac and the remains of fea animals ; and now again, the gelatinous mucus
which tranfudes from fifh continually, from zoophytes, mollufcac, &c. ; fome naturalifts

have afcribed it to a fpecies of movement of putrefadion in the fuperficial beds of the

ocean ; many have called light to their affiftance for expounding the myftery; and while

fome imagine it afting in combination, others confider it as exclufivcly reflefled.

Electricity could but act a principal part in this quality of the fea with many, and
numbers of celebrated characters have attributed the phcfphorefcence to its agency.

More recently ftill, phofphorus, and its divers corabinations, have opened a new field

for hypothefis ; fome have fuppofed it in thefe phenomena to be in a pure ft ate, and
others combined with hydrogen.—In fhort, there are no kinds of explanation, likelv, or

abfurd, which have been omitted ; and, ncvcrthelefs, the opinion of ftnd naturalifts

continues yet uncertain as to the real caufe of this grand phenomenon of nature.

In the phyfical and meteorological part of my works, I fliall have occafion to exam.ine

more particularly thefe different theories, and fhali, 1 truir, be able to fhew how much,
one of them excepted, they are inadequate to the folution of the different data of the

problem ; here I fliall merely publifh fome of the refults of my experiments and long

refearches into tlie fubje6t.

1 . Phofphorcfcence cfTentially pertains to all feas ; it is alike obfervable in the middle

of the equatorial regions, in the feas of Norway, and Siberia, and in thofe of the

antardic pole.

moft prcciff, and lead fiifcrptlble of rntlmfiafm or fxnggeratioii. It will be fufficr'ent I fhoiilJ fpccify

the iiiiines <;f Cook, La Pcroufe, Labrllni Jicre, Vancouver, Banks. Spjrmnnn, SohiiJcr, Lamation,

Dapies <le la Maiinevileite, I.c Gentil, Ad.imfon, Flcuricii. Marcbaiul, Stavorlmis, Sjialianzaiii, UourzeiV',

Llimmis, Pifoii, Huiittr, IJj'ron, Bcal, AJltr, Ralhgtb, Martens, De Gciine's, Hlenie, D.tireltl,

Dic<niemarre, Bacon, Ltfcarlot, Lxfliiifjiu-, Shaw, Sloaiie, Tacliar<l, Dcmbty, O/anam, Barter,

Tariillvom, Maifigll, Kaltn, NafTau, Poiitoppedan, Moroguc. IMiipps, Poutriiicourt, Heitlm.m, Kirch-

mayer, Anfoii, Frczicr, L>; Maire, Vannti, Rliuiripe, Rogers, Drake, :\c.

2. Circuni-
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2. Circumftanccs alike, phofphorefcence is generally more powerfully exhibited

and more conftant between the tropics, or near to them, than in latitudes more towards

the poles.

3. The conftantly warmer temperature of the equinoxial feas appears to be the

mediate caufc of this difference.

4. Under fimilarrircumftances, phofphorefcence exifts on a grander fcale and more
conftantly along coafts, in narrow feas and flraits, than in wide extending feas and at

diftancc from land.

5. Commonly this phenomenon is apparent in proportion to the roughncfs of the fea,

and the darknefs of the night.

6. It is however perceptible even in the calmefl weather, and the brightefl moon-
light.

7. Ail the phenomena of the phofphorefcence of fea water, however multiplied and

fnigular, are afcribable to one caufe, the lurainoufnefs attached to fea animals, and

moft efpecially to moUufcas, and other foft zoophytes. INIy numerous experiments,

and the beautiful feries of phofphorefcent animals executed by M. Lefueur, will I trufb

empower me to remove all rational doubt of this important truth.

8. The adive phofphorefcence inherent in animals, different in every refpeft from the

weak light, which in certain inftances emanates from putrid decompofition, is fo com-
pletely dependent on the organization and life of thefe animals, that it increafes with

their growth, diminiflies with their decay, becomes cxtinft with their life, and after

death is incapable of reprodudion.

SECT. V. — Obfervations pertaining to Natural Hifiory.

HOWEVER varied my obfervations on phyfics and meteorology, they did not abforb

all my time ; fo much may there be beftowed to fludy on board of fhip, where, far from
the bufy hum of cities, man finds himfelf fo completely removed from all family duties,

or the courtefies of friendfiilp, from all relations in fliort of fociety. The fludy of
mollufcas, or pelagic zoophytes, in particular, employed all my leifure moments : it

had been moft efpecially recommended to me by M. Cuvier, who may, if the expref-

fion is allowed, be looked upon as the creator of this important clafs of the animal king-

dom, and whofe counfels and inftruflions ferved to regulate my enquiries. My col-

league Mauge, my friend Lefueur, worked with me in concert, and we had thegrateful

fatisfadlion to make, in thi^ ftudy, difcoveries equally numerous and interefting ; but
the detail of thefe being incongruous to our narrative, it will fuffice I prefent, in a rapid

fketch, a pidure of fome of thefe animals, too long neglefted by tiaturalifts, and
which, by the fmgularity of their form, their extraordinary organization, the beauty
of their hues, and the variety of their habitudes, fo richly merit the attention of the
enlightened part of the community.

At the head of thefe animals prefents itfelf the Phyfale, a fpecies of zoophytes which,
by means of a membranous bladder, much refembling that of certain fiffi, always floats

on the furface of the fea ; a fort of mufcular and membranous ridge, which rifes lon-

gitudinally in folds from the upper part of the inflated veficle, furniflies the animal
with a real fail, the dimenfions of which it can vary at pleafure, to fuit the force and di-

rection of the wind ; to this fmgularity, no doubt, are attributable the names by which
it is i^\^m^\i\?cicd,oifrigate, gaelettc, galley, &c. names given it by failors of all nations:

a treacherous animal, it extends over the furface of the water numerous feelers, feveral
feet in length, of an ultramarine blue colour extremely lively and bright. Woe to the

hand
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hand that ventures to lay hold on them ; the fenfation of a bum is not more fudden

than that of the hidden poifon of thefe inftruments of prey. An infupportable pain in

the part touched by them, and a complete numbnefs in the correfponding limb, are

the almoft inftantaneous effefts of the fiightefl contaft. Sometimes little white blifters

are raifed on the ikin, fimilar to thofe occafioned by flinging nettles, caufmg a very

poignant fmart, which generally lafts from twenty-four to lix-and-thirty hours. What
is the nature of this fubtle poifon ? No pofitive experiment has hitherto been made of it

;

all that I can fay myfelf from trial is, that on inimerging this animal in water ftrongly

impregnated with any acid whatever, and efpccially fulphuric or muriatic acid, the

beautiful blue colour of its feelers immediately became red, as if the element of their

colour was of a vegetable nature. 1 muft add, this fifli fcems to pofTefsa fpecially ftu-

pifying power over the animals on which it feeds ; for, otherwife, it would be impof-

fible to conceive how an animal fo weak as the phyfale can retain in its nets, and in a
manner devour alive, filhcs four or five inches in length, as we had frequent oppor-

tunities of obferving. For this lad purpofe, the galley employs a prodigious number of

fuckers, which depend from the lower part of the airy veficle, and which are fur-

rounded by the poifonous feelers I have defcribed.

Next to the phyfales in intereft are the Phyflbphores ; foft, gelatinous animals of tha

moft beautiful colours ; their bodies are fupported on the waves by means of a veficle,

of the fliape of a very fmall olive, and with a very thick coat, the interior of which is

filled with air. Is the animal folicitous of plunging into the deep, a valve falls, the air

by which the bladder is inflated efcapes, the fpecific gravity of the animal increafes, and
it finks. Does it wifli to rc-afcend, a new bubble of air feems to be developed, or

rather infiantaneoully created, the little refervoir again extends its fides, the vah'e

clofcs, and the phylfophore, now rendered buoyant, rifes to the furface of the fea.

The Vetelles obtain the fame end from different means ; on the back of the animal,

which prefents the figure of a fmall wherry with its bottom upwards, a fort of crefl: or

ridge, extremely thin, light, tranfparent, and cartilaginous, rifes in an oblique man-
ner ; this is a large fail which ferves the vetelle to direct its movements, and to vary

and increafe their velocity : always keeping clofe to the wind, this elegant azure boat

advances in order, tacks with rapidity, and changes its courfe according to its pleafure

or need, and rarely fails of attaining the prey it purfues : this overtaken, it enfolds it

within its numerous feelers, difpofed round the boat, and devours it by means of the

multiplex fuckers which hang from its lower exterior. The elegance of the form of

this animal, the tranfparency of its fail, the beautiful mantle of blue with which it is

clad, all concur to render it one of the moft pleafing fpecics of the family to which it

belongs ; indeed, nothing can aflord a more charming picture than thefe animals,

when, in calm weather, they manoeuvre by thoufands on the furface of the fea, and

refemble fo many gay flotillas, directed by the fame principles employed in naval tadics

by man.
In the Beroes nature feems to have exhaufted herfelf to produce the utmoll grace

and brilliancy in the elegance of its figure, the richnefs of its hues, and the variety of

its movements. The fubftaiice of them, fuperior in pellucidity to the cleared cryflal,

is generally of a beautiful rofc-colour, that of the opal, or azure ; their form is more
or lefs fpheroidic : eight or ten longitudinal ribs are difpofed around it, each formed of

a prodigious number of finall tranfverlal leaves, extremely thin, and of aftonifliing mo-
bility : thefe conflitutc the elfential organs of motion of the animal. By the help of

thefe myriads of little paddles, worked at pleafure, this animal dirccfs its courfe at will

towards its prey, to avoid an enemy, or in circular revolution about its own axis ; by

ihcfe.
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thefe, in fliort, it effedls whatever manoeuvre it needs. What is ftill more admirable In

the berocj, light being decompofed by the elTecl: of its movements, equally rapid as

various, its longitudinal ribs become as many living prifms, and envelope the animal

like eight or ten rainbows, fo animated, and lb undulating, that language or the pencil

mufl in vain attempt to defcribe their beauty.

What fliall I fay now of that other fpccies of zoophytes, which, fimilar to a beautiful

wreath of cryftal of an azure hue, fwims on the furface of the waves, and lifts above

them in fucceffion its diaphanous leaflets, in figure rcfembling thofe of ivy ! Its beau-

tiful rofy feelers extend to a diftance in fearch of its prey ; it touches it, and inflantly

it is caught in the fatal net. The animal then contrafts itfeif fo as to form a kind of

circle round the food it has feized. INIyriads of fuckers, comparable to long leaches,

dart at the fame inflant from the leaflets I have noticed, and which, in a ftate of reft,

ferve to cover and protefl: them. Paffed but a few feconds, and the moft bulky prey is

no longer to be feen. Shall I dwell on the admirable phofphorefcent property common
to the majority of animals of this clafs, but which in this manifells itfelf in a more than

ufually lively and fplendid degree, and which in the midft of darknefs gives it the fimi-

litude of a garland of fire and light ?

What fliall I fav alfo of thofe Xanthines, of a purple colour, which make their way

ryer the furface of the waves fufpended by a white bunch of airy bladders ? Of thofe

numerous legions of Salpa, of a rofy, azure, or an opal colour, which form floats of

thirty or forty leagues in extent, and fhine with fplendonr in the dark ? Of thofe Me-

dufas, equally phofphorefcent, which prefent fo many fingular forms in their organiza-

tion, fo iiiany delicate fliades of colour ? Of thofe Pyrofomes fhaped like an enormous

finger of a glove, which exhibit no apparent loco-motive organ, no organ of digeftion,

or of reproduclion even, but which cover the fea with their innumerable hofts. The
fubftance of thefe animals is brilliant in fuch a degree, during the prevalence of dark-

nefs, as to affimilate with molten iron ! Shall I here defcribe thofe charming Glauci,

of an ultramarine blue, with a filver band on the back, which refemble fo many pelagic

lizards ? Their gills (branchije) ramified like handfome flirubs, ferve them at once to

fwim with and for lungs. Shall I recall to mind thofe Pneumodermes which the cele-

brated M. Cuvier, to whom I fent feveral fpecimens, conceives fhould conftitute a new
order* in the clafs to which they belong, and which have the organ of refpiration on the

poft.rior part of the back ? Shall I fpeak of thofe Hyales, whofe cantonments are the

vicinage of the Cape of Good Hope, and which, protected only by a (hell, extremely

thin, fragile, light, diaphanous, and horny, yet delight in the ftormy waves of the

Southern Ocean ? One is teiiipted to take thefe beautiful mollufca^, on feeing them

difplay their purple fins, for fo many turtles in miniature ; and, in fad, it is by that

name they are defignated by failors.

Shall 1 dwell on the difcovery of the living Spirula, which at length refolves the great

problem of the mode of formation of thofe fingular fhells with feveral cells, which,

under the names of Nummulites, Belemnites, horns of Ammon, Flippurites, lenticular

ftoncs, Turrilites, &:c. are of fuch note in the hiftory of the revolutions of our planet',

of which fo finall a number of fpecies fhould feem to have efcaped the great cataftrophes

of nature, and the living animals pertaining to which were hitherto unknown to natu-

ralifts ?

Shall I defcribe thofe azure Porpites, in the membranous fliell of which the learned

M. Cuvier fancies a recognition of the type of fome fpecies of nummulites with concen-

* Aniiales (lu Mufaeura d'Hiftoire Naturelle, No. 21, p. 2 .

8 .
trie
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trie fplrals, found in a ftate of petrIfa£lion on the fummlts of the loftieft mountains of

our continent ?

But I muft here paufe ; for the mere indication of the new and interefting objefts,

that I and my friends coliefted in our long voyage from Europe to India, would occa-

fion me to exceed the natural limits of this chapter : it will be fufficient to add that

more than eighty fpecies of new animals were on this occafion the fruits of our dili-

gence ; that many of thefe animals form new genera, or even new orders ; that among
thefe genera there is a fi(h, remarkable not only for its colours, luftrous with gold and

purple, but ftill more for the puftulous conic veficles with which its integuments are

briflled, and which oblige it to float conflantly on the furface of the fea.

CHAP. IV.— Stay at the JJle of France.

[15th March to 25th April 1801.]

General AfpeB of the IJland.'\ AFTER a long voyage, the fight of any land is,

doubtlefs, pleafmg to the navigator ; but how much the more pleafmg, wiicn it is that

where he ihall meet with men, with the manners and language of his native counti7

!

But, in addition, the pidurefque appearance of the Ifle of France, the extraordinary

form of its mountains, the verdure with which its furface then was clothed, the multi-

plicity of dwellings and plantations difcovcred in the diflance,— all contributed to

give a new charm to the delight we experienced on attaining this firfl term of our

voyage.

Name^ Pofition, Di/nenfionsJ The Ifle of France, firfl difcovered by the Portuguefe,

who called it Cenie, afterwards occupied by the Dutch under the name of the Ifland

of Mauritius, and now by the French, who changed this lafl denominaton for that it

bears at prefent ; the Ifle of France, I fay, is a fmall ifland of the Indian Ocean,

commonly included in the divifion of Africa ; fituate within the tropics, at only

three degrees from that of Capricorn ; it is of an irregular oval form ; at its greateft

length it meafures fcarcely eleven leagues ; the breadth is barely eight ; the circum-

ference is eftimated to be 45, and its furface, according to the Abbe de la Caille, is

432,680 toifes *
: it is 30 leagues north-eafl of the Ifle of Reunion t, the foil of which,

like its own, is entirely
J
volcanic; but its mountains are much more elevated §, and

it flill poffefles a burning volcano.

• This is an error: for toifes rtiould be read arpens communs. M. de la Caille furrcyed the iflani

geometricaily in 1753 ; his rcfults are given below reduced to Englifh meafurc.

Length from north to fouth - - 67,970 yards or 38 milei 5 furlonps.

Breadth from eaft to vett - - 47.1.57 — 26 6

Clicumference _ ^ _ _ ii;j,2:;8 — 109 6

Area - _ _ - _ 42^,137 Britlfh (latute acres.

If the fand banks in the north-cad be included, the figure of the ifland is the fruftrum of a cone, the

early even bafe of which running from north-eafl-by-nortli to fouth-wc(l-by-\vcft, meafures 40! Enjjhrti

miles; ffom this bafe to the oppofitc Hiore the breadth is 25 Euglirti milci. Tr. (From Mcmoire* de

I'Academle Frar^oife, anno 1754, p. 118.J

t The Ifle of France is 30 leagues dillant north-eaft-by-eaft fiom the Ifle of Reunion, now again called

ihr Ifle of Bourbon. This wiih the Iflc of France are now fubjcft to the Britlfh crown. Tr.

4 M. le Gcntil, in the Mem. dv I'Acad. Frangoife contradicts this from minute examination of the

inland, and ftirws to demonllration that its low parts are an aggregation of pulverized madriperes, coral,

and ve»;ctahle earth. Tr.

§ The moll lofty mountain of the Ifle of France, Morne Brabant, is but 424 toifes In height, while the

Salafles oi the Ifland of Bourboo are reckoned of an ekvatlon of from 14 to iCoo toifca.

VOL. XI. S E /'iW;.
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Winds, Hurricanes.'] The predominant winds in the Ifle of France are thofe from'

the cad-lbuth-call, the foiuh-caft. and I'oiith-fouih-eafl, the inofl fakitary and grateful that

can blow in thefe parts. 'I'hofe from the north and the weft, and efpccially from the

north-weft, bring rain with them, and almoft conftantly accompany the hurricanes that

lay wnfte the colony at intervals ; but which hurricanes are faid to be far more rare

than formerly fince the land has been cleared cxtcniively of trees. Among the moft

famous hurricanes of modern years thofe are cited of 1786 and 1789. The firft took

place on the i <;th of December 1786: the fca on ihis occafion rofe three feet eight inches

above the height of the higheft tides; the barometer funk 12,3 lines, within the fpace

of four-and-twenty hours; there fell 73 lines of rain, independent of thunder and

lightning, which were nearlv incelTant tliroughnut the whole oi this terrible ftorm ; a

meteor was remarked, refembling a globe of fire, following the direction of the wind,

then from the north-weft, and difappeared behind the mountains of Moka. This

meteor was confiderably elevated in the atmofphere, and fcemed nearly half the fize of

the moon.
The fecond hurricane, ftill more difaftrous than this, took place on the fame day and

month, that is to fay, the 15th Deccmbt-r 1789 : its duration was about twenty-three

hours, during which the barometer funk 14,9 lines ; the mercury was fo much agitated

in the tube that its ofcillations extended through the fpace of two lines. FlaOies of

a pale light were evolved irom its furface that filled the whole vacuum of the tube.

The fea prefented a horrid appearance, and the waves daflicd with fuch impetuofity

that many veffeis were thrown upon the rocks, and fome even foundered at their moor-

ings in the port. l"he diftricts of Moka, Flak, the Pamplemouftes, and La Riviere

du Rempart, were, in particular, terribly ravaged by the hurricane, during which there

fell 104 lines ol rain.

Notwithftanding this momentary ruin, the confcquence of hurricanes, experience

feems to prove them of real benefit to the coimtry, by the foil acquiring new vigour

from their periodical return, and by the atmofphere being rendered more falubrious

by them : thus Nature, even in her wanderings, difplays her liberality, and renders

evil itfelf an inftrument of benefaction !

Earthquakes.'] Earthquakes are extremely unfrequent in the Ifte of France; they

ftill arc not wholly unknown. In the morning of the 4th Auguft 1786, two pretty

ftrong ftiocks were experienced, which however were produdive of no injury.

Thunder.'] Thunder, without being frequent, is yet not uncommon; as in our
climates, it is rarely heard except in the hotter months, that is tofay, October, Novem-
ber, December, and January. The mean of nine years' obfervations gives fifteen days
in each year for its occurrence.

Hail.] Hail is a phenomenon extraordinary in the idand, but of which fome ex-

amples are cited : on the 10th December 1799 fome fell in the plains of Moka.
Rain.] Rains are generally very frequent, and exceedingly copious. At the

north-weft port the number of rainy days are annually from 105 to 140 ; they are ftill

more numerous in the plains of Moka ; in the year 7 (1798) they amounted to 198 ;

in the year 8 (1799) to 193 ; which, in either cafe gives more than half the days of
the year as rainy days.

Rivers.] This frequency of rain, the height of the mountains, the forefts which
crown their fummits, and the bafaltic nature of the foil, which prevents any deep
penetration of the water, muft be confidered the principal caufes of the multiplicity

of rivers, which, independent of rivulets, fourccs, and torrents without number,
exceed
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exceed forty, all of them inconfitlrrable indeed, but which, ncvcnhelefs, collecllvely

difcharge a very great portion of water. This plcntcnufnefs of rivers and rivulets

powerfully contributes to a fertility of foil, a ftrength of vegetation, of which in our

cliniatcs, Icfs favoured by nature, we fcarccly can form an idea.

However abundant the rains in the Ifle of France, dill is it an opinion generally

received in the counti7 that they have much decreafed within the laft five-and-twenty

or thirty years ; and every body attributes it to the extenfive clearing of the land by

felling the woods, a proccfs which, of late years efpecially, has been purfued with too

much indifcretion. This opinion is general with all the planters, as well thofo of old

{landing as new fcttlcrs. All of them aflirm that the rivers bring with them vifibly

a much fmaller volume of water than formerly ; that many fprings are dried up,

and that vegetation ceafes to be equally active ; this laft eflecl they attribute, alfo, lefs

to the exhauftion of the foil, than the abfence of the accuflomed inoifture. Aduredly

it is far from impoflibie that the indifcreet felling of the forcfls may have much tended

to diminilh the quantity of rain ; but it is alfo very poflible that the prefent quantity,

continuing the fame, may be more than fufHcient for the demands of vegetation ; foi*

the firft confequence of rendering bare the foil, is a more prompt and efpecially a

tnore confiderable evaporation ; but whatever may be the value of this lafl: remark,

it is not lefs inconiLTiible that the felling of trees has in almofl; every quarter of the

ifland been profecuted with a blameable excefs. Already, even, wood is fcarcc in the

vicinage of the north-welt port ; and M. Cere affures nie that, in his youth, the whole

plain of the Pamplemoufles was covered with forelts. They have been replaced by

plantations and dwellings*.

Temperature.'} The temperature of the Ifle of France is not by much fo great as

might be prefumed from its latitude. In fact, from a feries of daily obfervations,

made with great nicety for three fucceflive years at the plantation of Miniffy, be-

longing to one of the brothers Monueron, (a name not held in lefs efteem in India

than in Europe,) I find that the maximum of heat in the year 7 was fcarcely 22°
; ia

the year 8, 21,8'; and in the year 9, 22°: the minimum in each of thefe years was

from 13° to 14°. Moft commonly the heat is in fummer from iS" to 20°
; in winter,

from 15' to 18'. Hence, in all this part of the ifland, it is the cuftom to have fires

in winterf ; the nights in particular are very cool, and I myfelf have fenfibly expe-

rienced the ncccflity of being well covered at that feafon.

In the plain of the Pamplemoufles, the temperature is not greater than in thofe of

Wilhems and Moka. M. Cere, who diligently remarked the thermometer through a

fpace of thirty years, afTured me that that inflrumcnt very rarely rifes higher than 25"
;

that fuch a phenomenon fcarcely happens once in five years; that ftill more feldom

it attains 26°
\ ; and that, in this lall cafe, the circumftance is almoft conftantly fol-

lowed by violent tempefts or hurricanes. Expofcd on many occafions from noon till

one o'clock to the action of the fun, his thermometer never role iiigher than 40 §.

• Tlif great Frederic ordered a forell to be cleared :
" Sirf," laid a courtier, " if Your Mnjclly con-

tinues after this manner, you will render aoo'' fcarct."— " 15ul tlie woods will be replaced by ticldl,

which emoloy more hards," was the Monarch's reply, "and feed more mouths; and 1 would rather

hate men tor fnbjeftsthan trees," Ta.

t 14
' of ReaMiniir ii equal to 577' of Fahrenh( it ; 150 of R. to yf of F. ; 18° of R. to 6i,\ of F. ;

20° of R- to 6S° of F. ; and 22'- ot R. to 7 I ',° of F. I prilumc from the afCmilalion of thcfc data to

others given in the Mem. de I'Acad. hran.;oife, that the thermometer of Reaumur ia that alluded to by

M.Peroii. Tr.

J 78 J
° of Fahrenheit. § 104° of Fahrenheit.

"

5 E 2
,

This
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This remaikable peculiarity of moderate temperature in the interior of the

Ifle of France is confequent, ilt, on the fmall extent of the ifland ; 2d, on its infular

pofition in midft of the fea ; t,'-^, on the nature of the predominant winds ; 4th, on the ex-

ilfence of mountains of tolerable elevation, which cover a pnrrion of its furface
;
5th, on

the forefls, which arc yet extenfive in the interior of the ifland ; 6th, on the frequency

and abundance of rain ; and 7th, on the multiplicity of rivers and fprings, which main-

lain a perpetual coolnels in the inferior ftrata of the atmolphere.

At the north-well port the temperature is much higher than in the reft of the ifland:

from a long feries of obfervations made by M. Liflet, a former correfpondent of the

Acadeniyof3cienccs,the maximum of heat expericncedat the townofthe portisannually

28° *, 29° t, and even 29,5°
J.

The thermometer, neverthclefs, was never remarked

by M. Liflet to rife to 30° §. The months of December, January, and February are

the hotteft. It is not only on account of its higher temperature that the atmofphere

of the north-wefl: port is incommodious and fatiguing; its perfefl; ftagnation, fo frequent

at this place, renders it ftill more fo. This, as well as the fuperior heat experienced there,

is owing to its pofition in a deep bottom, furrounded on all fides by the mountains

La Decouverte, Le Pover, Fieter-bot, and Long Mountain; a pofition which deprives it

of the immediate atlion of thofe cooling and falutary breezes from the fouth-eaft and

fouth-fouth-caft, of which I have before fpoken.

Baro7neter.'\ Except on occafions of hurricanes, the barometer maintains itfelf in

the north-welt port between 27 inches 9 lines and 28 inches 3 or 4 lines ; but in the

more elevated plains of Moka this inftrument very rarely exceeds, and is almoft con-

ftantly lower than 27 inches.

Siilubri/y.'j Thcfe remarks on the phyfical ftate of the Ifle of France are not only

important in a meteorological view, but as they refer to the health of the inhabitants. For
it cannot be difiicult to apprehend from the obfervations I have adduced, that the more
active, cool, and lighter air of Moka, the plain of Wilhems, &c. agrees much better

with weak conlHtutions and convalefcents than the fl:ifled atmofphere of the north-weft

port ; or that, on the fame account, the lively air of the plain of Wilhems is prejudicial

to perfons of weak and delicate lungs : now experience, in both thefe cafes, confirms the

deductions of reafon and analogy. Notwithllanding this inconvenience, complaint

would be unjufl, as it is to thefe fame qualities of the air that the Ifle of France is in-

debted for its jufl.ly merited reputation of falubrity, and the abfence of thofe dreadful

fevers common to Batavia, the Philippines, Moluccas, Madagafcar, and the major part

of the equatorial countries.

Endemial Maladies,] We muft not, however, with fome enthufiails, imagine the

Ifle of France exempt frotn every endemial malady; unfortunately it is fubjedt to many,
the more formidable from the difficulty of their being avoided. Indeed, not to mention

complaints in the chefl:, which are very common, and of the leprofy, which, anciently un-

known in this ifland, at this time reckons a number of vidims, even among the white

population : every kind of aifedion of the urinary paiTage is known here in an extra-

ordinary number of inftances, disorders that feem efpeciaily to depend on the quality of

the waters, which, from the chemical analyfes of M. Delifle, appear to hold in folution

a great proportion of calcareous carbonate.

Geological piiiure of the Soil.~\ I have now given from my individual obfervations,

and from the general refults I deduced from thofe made by Meffrs. Cere, Monneron,

• 8a}« of Tahr. t ^V Fahr. % 2s h" Fal^r. § 86" Fahr.

9 and
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and above all M. Liflet-GcofTroy, a hafly Iketch of the meteorology of the Ifle of France.

The a ineralogical and geological details which follow are not in my cfleem lefs intereft-

jng nor lefs novel : they are the offspring of our mineraloglfl; M. Bailly.

" The Ide of France is entirely volcanic ; but many centuries have now elapfed fince

the extin£tion of its fires, and fome great revolution appears to have changed the primi-

tive ftate of this ancient crater. In faft, all the mountains of this ifland are fpread

around it like a girdle of immenfe ramparts ; all of them flope in a greater or lefs de-

gree towards the fea, while, towards the center of the ifland, their fides are abrupt and
oftentimes perpendicular. All thcfe mountains are formed of parallel layers inclined

from the center of the ifland towards the fea : thefe beds have, the one with the other, an

exaft correfpondcnce ; and where they are interrupted by intervening vallies or deep

fiflures, they are feen reproduced at relative heights on the oppofite fides of each of the

mountains which form the vallies or filTures. From thefe obfervations, it inconteflibly

refults that all of them have the lame origin, all the fame date of formation ; and that,

formerly united, they could only be feparated afterwards by fome violent and fuddeii

revolution.

*' What can this lafl; i-evolution have been ? AH fa£ls unite to prove that the whole
ifland once formed one enormous burning mountain* ; that exhaufted, if I may fay,

by its eruptions, it bent under its weight, engulphed in its abyflTes the major part of its

mafs, and left (landing of its immenfe vault nothing but its foundations ; the wreck of

which, opening at different points, forms the prefent mountains of the ifland f. Some
elevations (pitons) of conic form, in the center of the country, the Piton du Centre,

for example, appear of an origin pofterior to the falling in of the crater, and feem to

have been the lait vent by which the fubterranean fires exhaled their vapours.

Mineral Produdions.^ " Such is, generally, the phyfical organization of the Ifle

of France. I fhall abftain from entering more largely into the fubjedt, as it would be

incompatible with this relation ; there remains I fhould fpeak of the rocks that com-
pofe the foil : they chiefly belong to that clafs dcfignated by Dolomieu, under the

name of argilo-ferruginous lavas ; are porous in a lefs or greater degree ; mofl;ly

porphyritic, with cryllals of peridot | of divers fliades, occafionally prifmatic ; of

• M. Geiitil, Royal Acailtmician, who miiiiit' ly ex.TrniiiiJ the gcolopy and mineralogy of the Ifle of

France, and whofe memoir is jiiiblinuJ in the Memoircs de i'Academie Frani;oitV, 1764, denies this pofi-

tion altogether, and adduces argiinient» of far greater validity than the theoretic alTumptions of M B lilly,

afTumptions altogether unfiipportcd by analogy. Neither calcined or melted Hones, lavas, pumice, or

fcoriac, found wherever volcanoes have txifted, are, according to M. Gcntil, feen any where on the Ifle of

France ; while Ichillus, fretftone. granite, and flints, in their natural (late, and without having been fufed,

are found in various parts of the illand, which could not be, had, as M. Bailly afTumes, ihit iflandformed one

immenfe burring volcano. Tr.

f Should not then thefe mountains participate in the nature of volcanic matter ? The reverfe is the faJl •

for although on the ihore near the liliind of Amber lome volcanic indications appear, iliey are undoubtedly

the refult of a volcano which once cxidid on the fpot now the Ifle Platte ; fince Bory dc St.Vincent relates

that M Liflet. before noticed by M. Pcron, informed iiim that, having vifited this ifland, he had noticed

the exigence of a crater , and fince the Iflet Columbia is reprefcnttd by the fame Bory dc St.Vincent, (a

companion In the voyage,) to be no other than an enormous column of bafaliic lava. This would not, how-

ever, have required annotation here, had not M. Gen til, (whofe obfervations arc aflurcdly more valuable than

thofc of the difclplcs of the ne>v fehool, fmce theirs, in this inflance, arc derived not from fafis, but tiom

theory alone,) u iticed the exiflence of volcanic indications on the coaft near the Iflaml of Amber, and com-
puted thefe to have procteilt J from iho Illand of Bourbon. The other iflet» in thi> quarter arc black or

brown, according to Bory, but the Iflo Platte of a dazzling whitencfs. Tr.

J A precious llone of the emerald kind, whofe green colour inclines to yellow; when brilliant-cut, it

pofTtfles oftentimes like the tourmaline, the property, on refrigeration, alter having firll been heated, of

being eleftric. Tr.

pyroxene
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pyroxene, and of fclJ-fpar, almofl always in a flate of alteration from their priftine

condition.

" 'I'licfo rocks are eafily decnmpofed, and their ruins, carried away by the rains,

form in the low parts of the ifland thick beds of a reddilh fort of clay, ufed in potteries

for making alcarrazas or permeable vafes for the frigeration of water, pots for claying

fiigar, (Vc.

" In the pores and cavities of fome lavas, carbonated lime is found in a cryftalHzed

flate, of various forms
;

primitive chabafia zeolite
;
phofphate of lime, of iron, &^

Oxided-hcmatit^s of iron, in grains the fize of a nut, are found in fome low and

marfliy places : tl.is fubdance was formerly worked, but the fcarcity of wood, and

the high price of labour, foon put a flop to the foundries and forges.

" To conclude this geological fketch of the lile of France, I mufl add that it is

furrounded on all points by a girdle of madrepores, which renders approach to it

exceedingly dangerous : thefe madrepores fpread themfelves every day ; many iflets

are formed by them ; others alfo are continually forming of the fame elements, with a

growth fo rapid as almofl to be vifible; and the principal ifland, by their means, i,-;

conflantly receiving a new accefHon of territory. Of the extreme quicknefs of accu-

mulation of thefe zoophytes, we ourfelves faw a mofl extraordinary fpecimen. A
vefTel, on board of which the admiral's flag was hoilted, fome little time after our
departure funk in the port ; on our return, that is to fay, two years and a half after-

wards, the madrepores had fo completely furrounded the fliip, as to identify it with

the rock on which it fixed'.

Vegetable Earth.'] " The foil of the Ifle of France, as we have feen, is effentially

volcanic ; but widely different in this refpccl from that of Teneriffe : it is covered
almofl uniformly by a bed of vegetable earth of tolerable thicknefs, which equally ad-

mits water to filter through it, and promotes vegetation. To judge from my individual

obfervations, it appears evident that the principal element of this valuable foil is the
lava itfelf, changed and decompofed by the united aclion of a long feries of ages,

heat, moiflure, vegetation, &c. I noticed in thofe maffes of compaft lava, which form
the mountains of the ifland, a gradation of change, which, from the moll folid bafalt,

• Iflinds at preat dillance ftom continents, tlic origin of which is dcmonftrativelv volcanic, rife chiefly,

perhaps cxchifivcly, from a confidcrable depth of fta, as is Ihewn in all the inllanccs noticed by M.
Baillv hinilcif of the vulcanic iflands of the Atlantic, (fee chap. 2d of this work), and is the cafe with the
the Ifland of Bourbon : the fides of fuch ina\ids, moreover, towards the fea, arc rugged and lleep ; now ia

neither of thefe points does the Ifle of France aflimilate to tiiem. The depth of water round its fhores

is not couflderable ; for at the dillance of feveral miles from them are different iflets formed by banks
of madrepores, the diminutive artizans of which do not carry on their labours from any great profundity
to the fuiface ; moreover, the reefs which furround this ifland, many of them above the fea, are of coral
or madrepores ; and that off Coral Point, weft of the bay of the cape, according to Bernardin de St. Pierre,
rifes fifteen feet above the furface, and evidently points out a retroceflion of the fea in this part. Again,
the fhores in only a few parts are lofty, and where they are the rocks are almoft conflantly compoftd of
madrepores, fragments of which, triturated and pulverized by the aflion of the fea, not only form
the beach, but alfo all the low boidering lands of the ifland. Hence, as no craters, nor the Icaft^ fimili-

tude of them, appear on the ifland, as lava, volcanic glafs, melted ftones, pu/7,.)lana, arid fcorix, are not
any where found ; for what Mr. Bailly denominates, after M. Dolomieu, argillo-ferruginous lava, may
certainly be doubted to be truly lava ; as, on the contrary, primitive earths are found on the ifland,
fchillus, beds of fliclls, undecompofed by fire ; flones of many kinds, capable of fufion, but in an original
flate ; beds of flints between rocks ; an infinity of large pebbles, on the very fummits of La Decouverte,
and the other mountains and vallies between them, of different nature to the components of the rocks, and
unchanged by fire ; hence, I fay, the hypothtfis of M. Bailly, prefuniing this ifland to have been the crater
of one immeHf'e volcano, mull fall to the ground, and be reckoned equally gigantic and vain. Tr.

feems
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fecMUS to defcend, by a multitude of intermediary degrees, to the vegetable earth itfelf.

On expofing this earth to the aftion of a violent fire, it fliortly alFumes a very deep

red-ochre colour ; a confequcncc, no doubt, of the increafed oxidation of the iron,

in almoft a metallic flate, contained in the unchanged bafalt.

Fertility of the Soil.~\ " Whatever the origin of this vegetable earth, it is of excel-

lent quality ; and, wherever of hifTicicnt depth, the progrefs and ilrength of vegetation

is extraordinarily great, and the number of plants cultivated with fuccefs on the

ifland is in confequence truly prodigious : what is moft remarkable, in midft of fuch

a profufion, almofl all thcfe vegetables are exotic, yet naturalized have all equally

fuccecded. In order to form a jull idea of this fertility in the country we are defcrib-

ing, a vifit to the garden of the Government, in the plain of the PamplemoulTes, is

indifpenfable. Here it is that the refpeclable M. Cere, in the fpace of thirty years,

has fucceeded in naturalizing an incredible number of trees and (hrubs, brought, fome
from the burning plains of Africa, others from the humid fhores of Madagafcar,

others from China and Pega, and others again from the banks of the Indus and the

Ganges ; many are indigenous of the fummits of the Ghauts, ethers of the exuberant

vallies of Cafliemire ; moft of the iflands of the great archipelago of Afia, Java, Su-

matra, Ceylon, Bornea, the Moluccas, the Philippines, even Otahcite, have been put

under contribution, to encreafe the vegetable wealth and ornament of this garden ;

the Canaries, the Azores, have offered their tribute ; the orchards and (hrubberies of

Europe, and the forefts of America, in the fame view, have been robbed of their

charms : here many of the produftions of Arabia, of Perfia, Brazil, the coaft of

Guinea, and Caffraria, fpring into life and breathe a foreign air ; and we ourfelves

enlarged its (tore by numerous fpecimens of the fingular vegetables from the forefls

of Auftral climes. Here, wandering through long and filent alleys, are feen col-

lected all thele precious guefts, aftonifhed to find themfelves the inmates of our

home : how fweet the fenfation I experienced, on contemplating the teak-tree, coloflal

lord of the equinoxial woods, whofe timber forms the almoft imperilhable ftiipsof India !

the bread-fruit tree, whofe favoury food fupports the nations of the great equatorial

ocean ; the rafia of Madagafcar, that valuable palm, which yields the delicate and

cornjboraiive fago ; the nutmeg-tree, which, raviihcd by the refpedable M. Pouvre

from its natal foil, will fliortly releafe us from the tribute we yet pay to the Dutch ;

the clove-tree, whofe numberlefs fruit of a beautitul rofy hue, produce fuch a fine

effeft, and which already yields more than a fufKcient i'upply of cloves for the con-

fumption of our iflands ; the badamier, with large leaves of a mild green, which re-

frcfhens the fight, and which bears a fmall elongated almond of more delicate flavor

than our fincft walnuts ; the ebony- tree, to which we are indebted for a wood of fo

much value in the arts, fo precious on account of the beautiful polifli it takes, and its.

Ihining black colour ; the PamplcmouHe-tree, the fruit of whichtris a kind of orange

of the fize of a fmall melon, and its rind made into excellent fweetmeatsj the tama-

rind-tree, the pads of which yield that fwcetly tart pulp fo ufeful and fo grateful as a

medicine ; the dwarf orange-tree of C'hina, only a loot in height, bearing fruit the fize

of the coffee-berry, and which, like that, is diftinguiflied by its grateful lemon odour

;

the Hymenea, a charming tree, whofe leaves oppofed in pairs, fymbol of a happy

union, feem conftantly inclined to join each other j the areca-tree, whofe elegant

Item rifes aloft, and produces thofe elcmenis of arcca nuts fo much in rcqueft for

the mafticators of betel, of which they form the effential bale; the carambolier, the

fruit of which has four falient fides, and contains abundant juice ot a flightly acid-

ulous tafte ; the jaquicr, a counterpart of the brcad-fruit-trce, which throws out, the

8 \N hole
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wliolo length of its ftem, fruit of an enormous fize, and of the fliape of a long

pumpkin, the precious aliment of flaves •
; the litchi, the tuberculous and conareous

bark of which enclofes a pulp of extreme fragrance ; the mangooftan, a iiati>'e of

China as well as the preceding, and which in that country the people ftill perlift in

alVerting to be the fincfl: of all the known fruits; the cofFee-tree, fo well known at

this time in Europe, the little berries of which, containing each two grains, are

enveloped with a beautiful fcarlet coat ; the nianguier, refembling our pear-tree, and

which, modified by culture, like that prefents numerous varieties; the banana-tree,

the mere name of wliich awakens fo many pleafmg ideas, fo many grateful rcm.em-

brances ; the cocoa-tree, fo much celebrated in all relations of voyages, and of fuch

fine efted in cquatoridl fcenery ; the palmifta, or cabbage-tree, which only once bears

the precious cabbage at its fummit, and maturing this, dies, a cabbage which may be

prepared in fo many different ways ; the velongos of Madagafcar, whofe fruit, fym-

metrically difpofed in an immenfe bunch, fo perfectly reprefents a clufter of cray-fifli

;

the jambos, the fruit of which, fimilar to fmall black damafcenes, like them have an

odorous and fugary pulp ; the jam-malac, or royal jam, which forms fuch beautiful

fences ; the thorny bamboo, fo well adapted for impenetrable hedges ; the raven-

tfara, the leaf and fruit of which are fo fufceptible of furnifhing a cheap and grateful

fpice t ; the avocacier, the fruit of which, clofe and yellowifh, bears fome refemblance

to our melting pears, but, more infipid, requires to be feafoned \ ; the guava-tree,

which in the midfl; of forefts fumifhes a falutary refrefhment § ; the cinnamon-tree of

Cochin China, the bark of which is not inferior to the cinnamon of Ceylon ; the baobab,

monkey's bread, or adanionia, the largefl and wideft fpread tree that is known ; the

vacois, whofe fhoots, of an immodefl (hape, defcend from its ftem to form new roots,

and whofe leaves are employed for fo many ufeful purpofes ; the frangipanier ||, whofe

beautiful alabafter-like corolla3 exhale fuch an exquifite perfume ; the cotton-tree, that

yields us its down, after the maturity of its grains which it ferved to fwathe ; the

iron-wood-tree, a valuable tree of rapid growth, which thrives in the moft arid fpots,

and might poflibly be naturalized in our fouthern provinces ; the attier, the turber-

culous fruit of which, enclofed in a hard, thick, and coriaceous fliell, is a favoury and
delicate pulp, compared by fo many travellers to fugared cream ; the China-rofe,

which, growing naturally in the midft of forefts, conftantly unites its blooming flowers

to thofe of the odorous jeflamine, and the beautiful pervenche of Madagafcar ; the

papa, whofe milky and cauftic juice is employed as an excellent vermifuge, and whofe
fruit is the choiceft at the table of the epicure ; the ravinal or traveller's tree, fo named
from its property of furnifliing abundance of excellent water when pierced at the

bafe of its leaves ; the jamrofa, which bears fruit of the moft beautiful rofe-colour,

and from which, after fermentation, a fpirit of fuch delicious fragrance is diftilled ;

the caflia-tree, which furniflies pharmacy with one of its moft fimple and mild pur-

gatives ; the date-tree, the carroulier, the myrabolan, the ben, varnifli, and incenfe

trees, the milk-wood-tree, the tree of Venus, the latanier, the rouflaille, the tallow-

* Its coat referables rtiagreen, and is of a grcenlfh hue ; it is full of grains, the coats of which alone
are eaten ; thcfe confift of a white gelatinous and fweet (Idn. Tr.
f This is a fpecies of nutmeg-tree : the elTsnce prepared from the leaf unites the fragrance of the

clove, cinnamon, and nutmeg ; and the oil cxtraiSed from it is, in the Indies, preferred for culinary pre-
parations even to cloves themfclves ; the fruit, of a globular form, flattened at the extremities, yields a
more delicate perfume, but ie not fo ftrongly fragant as the leaf. Tr.

X It is eaten with fugar and lemon-juice, and though pleafant, is of a heating quality. Tr.
j The tree rcfembles a medlar ; the flower is white ; the fruit, which fmells like bugs, Is frequently

oade into jelly. It is attringent, and is the only fruit in the ifland which breeds maggots. Tr.
I Jeflamine-ttee.

tree-
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free, tca-trec, Aden cofFee-tree, the wax-tree of Cocliin-China, foap-tree, cubeb, Hlip$,

the longana of China, tlic watlier, vancalfay, cacao-tree, the roocoo, chercmbellier,

bibafTier, velvet-tree, &c. &c. : but fuch is the profufion of ufeful vegetables which
the induflry of man and his fortunate adivity have fucceedcd iu collecling on fo

narrow a theatre, that even to enumerate them all would caufe me greatly to exceed
the natural limits of this chapter ; and, when one reflefts that this aftonifhing mukipli-

cation of intcrelb'ng vegetables is the refult of a few years dedicated to experiments and
their produdion, the honourable fruit of the zeal of a fmall number ot individuals, one
feels ftrong fentiments of gratitude toward the authors of fuch numerous benefactions,

at the head of whom are to be claffed La Bourdonnais, the immortal Poivre, Hubert de
Cere, Commeribn, Du Petit 'ihouars, and Martin. The importation of the cherry

Into Italy illuifriiied tiie name of Lucullus among the Romans, and renders it dear to

us flill. How many modern naturalilts have done a hundixjd times more for the happi-

nefs of the human fpecies, yet have lived unfortunate, and unknown even to their fellow

countrymen.

In order to complete the general (ketch I have given, 1 fliould now fpeak of the animals

of the Ifle of France and ot its inhabitants ; but other climes and different races call for

our enquiries ; let us then haflen the termination of what further relates to our flay on
this illand. Proportionately great with the gratitude due from the individuals of our
miflion to the inhabitants for their kind reception, were with our chief the grounds for

repenting his having touched at this colony ; but, without entering into the unpleafant

detail of this portion of our hiflory, I fliall content myfelf with obferving, that the third

vefTel we were to have taken up here was refufed us ; that we were unable to obtain

any of the mofl indifpeufable provifions ; that we loft here forty of our belt failors who
dofcrted, and that a great number of officers, naturalifls, and artifls belonging to the

two vefTels, weary of the bad treatment they had experienced from our commander,
or reafonably alarmed for the future, remained in the colony.

It is generally allowed that the wood of hot countries is more heavy and flronger

than that of the trees of more temperate regions ; the experiments of Mr. Liflet power-
fully fiippiirt this opinion : from them it refults, in fad, that the oak of Europe, com-
pared in thefe two rcfpeds with twenty-two different kinds of wood of the equatorial

regions, ranks but the feventeenth in point of fpecific gravity, and only the nineteenth

in fpecific ftrcngth. (Soe the annexed table.)

VOL. XI. COM-
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COMPArxATIVE TABLE

Of the relative Weight and Strength offeveral kinds of Wood of the IJle of France made by

Mr. LiSLET Geoff ROY, Captaine du Genie Militairc, andformerly Correfpondcnt ofthe

Academy of Sciences.

Vulgar Names.
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B O O K II.

PROM THE ISLE OF FRANCE TO TIMOR INCLUSIVELY.

CHAP. V.— Voyagefrom the IJlc of France to New Holland : Leuwins Land*

[From 25th April to the 19th June 1801.]

THE 25th April 1 80 1, we failed from the Ifle of France, directing our courfe to New
Holland : we had fcarccly got under weigh before it was announced to us from our
commander that, front that day, we fliould only have an allowance of half a pound of
ncwly-bakcd bread every ten days ; that the allowance of wine per diem would be
changed for three-fixteenths of a bottle of the bad rum of the Ifle of France, bought for

a trifle in that colony ; and that bifcuit and fait meat from that time was to be our only
food. Thus, on the very outfet of a voyage, as tedious as ditTicult, we were at once
abridged of bread, wine, and frefli provifioris. Woeful prelude to, and chief fource of
the misfortunes which afterwards overwhelmed us.

'J'he 26th and 27th we had gufts of wind and rain ; the 29th, in latitude 25° fouth,

the barometer had rifen from 28'' 3' to 28" 4' 5' : through the whole of the night it

rained, but gently. By the 5th May we reached the 29th degree of latitude and the

64th of longitude cafl;. PVom the 5th to the i ith we had cloudy, damp, and rainy

weather, produced and maintained by the winds from the north-eail, north, and north-

north-wefl ; thcfe winds at length brought on a violent gale of three days duration, in

the courfe of which the barometer funk nine lines. The 9th, efpecially, was a fhocking

one ; the fea run high and was covered with foam, the winds blew in impetuous gufls,

and the torrents of rain were perpetual till the next day at noon.

From the i ith to the 15th we continued our courfe under the parallel of about 33"
of latitude, the barometer maintaining itfelf at 28'' 4' to 5, and the thermometer gra-

dually finking from 22 to 12°. The temperature of the fea at its furfacc exceeded, but
in the flightefl: degree, that of the atmofphere.

From the 15th to the 20th we continued to make but little way towards the fouth,

on the laft day not having advanced beyond the 35th degree : but we already were 100"

eaft of Paris, and were confequently not more than about 150 leagues from the weftern

point of New Holland, which our commander was refolved to make.

In fa6l, the length of time occupied in our paflTage from Europe to the Ifle of France,

and our fby at this lafl; place, much longer than it ought to have been, had caufed us to

lofe a part of the feafon favourable for the profccution of our defigns, and our chief

was fearful of making Van Diemen's land ; he confequently refolved on commencing
his exploratory expedition with the north- wefl; point of New Holland, referving for the

ipring his voyage to the fouth. This determination gave uneafincfs to us all, becaufe

it was not imperatively exaftcd by our real pofition ; the feaion, though already far ad-

vanced, was not fo much as to hinder our proceeding to double the fouth cape ; and as,

from that point, we had to return to the equatorial regions, it feemed to us but a pru-

dent part to have more clofely refpcdted the inllruftions of government, which we
knew to be the rcfult of profound meditation and the niofl extenfive rcfearch. In fuc-

ccfllon will be fecn how much this firlt change in the order of our operations was, from
its confcquences, productive of others.

From the 21ft to the 25th May we continued to near the caftem coaft of the con-

tinent we came to explore ; we ncvcrthclefs were more than 100 leagues diftant from

5 F 2 it.
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it, and already all the meteorological inftrumcnts experienced the influence of its neigh-

bourhood : in fad, during the firft part of our voyage, I obfervcd that the eafl: winds

were uniformly moift ; that they were alinoft: conflantly accompanied by fogs, fliowers,

and even violent torrents; all the inftrumcnts fliewed a progreflion analogous to the

{late of the atmofphere. By thefe fame winds the thermometer was raifed, the hygro-

meter propelled towards faturation, &c. and the mercury lowered in its tube; but fcarcely

were we under the lee of New Holland before tbc/e ii'inds, which coiilJ not reach us till

after traverfing this continent at its hroadcjl part, exhibited a chara£ler completely the rc-

verfe. Under their influence the atmofphere was clear and ferene ; the hygrometer

gradually denoted Icfs humidity ; the barometer rofe ; only the thermometer marked

flill the fame or a flightly incrcafed temperature : furprized at a change fo rapid and

complete in the meteorological phenomena,! rcfleftedon all its circumfl:ances,analyfed all

its elements, and at length concluded,! might deduce from it the remarkable confequcnce,

that the part of New Holland to which we proceeded mufl: be chiefly a low country,

dellitute of high mountains, of great forefls, and of large coUeClions or even confiderable

flrcams of water. It is not for me to digrefs in order to enter into a detail of the me-

moir which ! digcfled on this fubjed ; it will be fufl'icient I fliould obferve, that our

commander, the aflrononier, and thofe of my friends to whom I communicated it feveral

days before we came in fight of land, though flruck with the congruity of the deduc-

tions ! drew with the phenomena, were yet unwilling to admit of them, until forced to

yield by experience, they granted the importance of this new application of meteorolo-

gical phenomena to the phyfics of great continents. Hereafter I fliall return to this

fubjeft, where 1 ihall have occafion to fliew, towards the extremity of New Holland, a

manifeflation of the fame phenomena with winds from the north-wefl:, as thofe I have

here indicated with winds from the eafl and north-eaft.

The 27th, at day break, we defcried for the firfl time the land of New Holland,

its humble profile refembling a blackifli line extended froni north to fouth : we en-

deavoured to approach it, but the currents and winds were fo adverfe that the remain-

der of the day was fpent in ufelefs efforts ; in the evening we laid to ; of this circum-

Ilance we availed ourfelves, my colleague Mauge and myfelf, to throw out the drag :

this inftrumcnt, moflly employed for fifliing coral, is fo adapted as to bring up from
the bottom of the fea whatever bodies it may meet with. We hoped, by means of it, to

obtain the firft articles of our Auftralafiatic coUetlions, and the refult furpaflTcd even our
wiflics.

Deceived by the charts furniflicd us in Europe, wo ^xpecled in the evening of the

c8th to make Cape !,cuwin, which forms the moft weflern point of New Holland, and
north of which dircftly began the portion of Leuwin's Land, yet unknown, which we
now defcried. According to thefe obfervations, this cape fliould be placed in latitude

fouth 34° 7' 50*, longitude eafl; of Paris 112° 26', but our after-operations taught us

that, in this firfl: recognizance, we were miftaken as to the point which ought really to

be regarded as Cape I-euwin.

That day the land we had in fight appeared extremely low, barren, fandy, and of
an obfcure colour, relieved by fome white fpots. A number of whales approached
very near to our fliip. About midnight the drag was again eafl, and again brought up
a muhitude of interefling objeds, on the defcription and drawing of which M. Lefueur
and myfelf were employed during the remainder of the night, as we had been the day
before.

The whole of the 29th we coafted at a very fliort difl:ance afliore, almoft entirely the
fame as that of the days before ;. it is thus defcribed by M. Depuch :

" Along the whole
fpace
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fpace we traverfed the land is low, or of little elevation ; the inequalities of the coafl: are

gentle and rounded ; often, indeed, the coaft is fo even, that a confiderable portion of

it might bo defignated by a gently undulating line ; the fliores are every where bor-

dered by gentle rifings. Thefe hills have a blackilli and mournful afpe^l ; in many
parts arc remarked white places of more or lefs extent, one of which ftretches the fpace

of half a mile, is of the whole height of the coaft, and may furnifh an important point

of recognition for navigators. By examining this point I difcerned all the characters

of a fandy foil, of which compofition the whole of this unknown coaft appears to be.

The dark afpcct it wears in common is caufed by a wretched and feeble vegetation ;

the fpots deprrved altogether of vcgeiation are white."

The 30th in the morning we doubled a cape ; in front of it a reef projects about a
quarter of a league out to fea, againft which the fea breaks with violjnce. We found

it to be the point of entrance into a great bay, which, from the name of our principal

corvette we called the Bay of the Geographe : the cape I fpeak of was denominated the

Cape of the Naturalifte ; it lies in 33° 28' of fouth latitude; longitude 112° ;^^' y"

eaft of Paris. On the outfide and nearly about the middle of the bay is a very danger-

ous reef, which we termed the Reef of the Naturalifte. At five in the afternoon, we
caft anchor at the entrance of the bay we had juft difcovered. The barometer during

the five laft days Rood at from 28" 3' to 28'' 6' ; the thermometer varying from
14° to 17; the hygrometer from 78" to po''. The atmofphere was perfectly clear,

thanks to the dry and cold winds which then predominated from the fouth.

The 31(1 in the moriiing, the commander fent his long boat, under the direction of

M. Picquet, to determine exactly the pofition of Cape Naturalifte : " But," 'fays M.
BouUangcr, who was charged with this niiflion, " we found this point defended on aU
fides by large rocks, on which the fea broke with fury ; thefe breakers extend along a

part ot the coaft of the bay, and fome evenftretch out to fea. We endeavoured to find a
paflp.ge between thefe breakers, but in vain ; the coaft every where appeared to refufe a

a landing : we were obliged to pafs the remainder of the day in the boat, the whole

of the night alfo, and part of the next day, without being able to regain the fhip, the

wind continually driving us away, and keeping us at diftance."

While our unfortunate companions, cxhauftcd with fatigue, and drenched with fea-

watcr, wandered about the fport of the waves, a fecond embarkation under M. H.
Frcycinft fucceeded in effecting a landing. IMeftrs. Dupuch and Riedle were the only

ones of our affociatcs who accompanied him, and the firft Europeans who fet foot on

thefe unknown fliores. They were able to remain there but a few hours, during which

they made divers remarks on the phyfical quality of the foil, and the produdions of the

vegetable reign : as we ftiall have occafionto revert in another part with more particu-

larity to this object, it will be fufficient here to notice that M. Dupuch found, at the

bottom of the bay where they landed, a very beautiful fpccies of granite, in regular and

very numerous ftrata, a mode of difpofition of granitic fubftances fufpec^ed by Sauffure,

but the reality of which till now had been difputed. This remarkable phenomenon,

rendering that part of the bay cfpecially iiiterefting, we thought it but jull to give it the

name of the naturalift who firft obfcrved and defcribed it. The Creek of Depuch is'

eaft of Cape Naturalifte, at a fliort diftance from that headland.

The I ft June, after (hipping our long boat, we fet fail lor the purpofe of exploring

the fouthern coaft of the biy of the Geographe : at noon we were abreaft ot a large

headland, which we denominated Point Picquet, from one of our molt eftimable offi-

cers. At fcven we anchored near the bottom of the bay. Hitherto we had not dillin-

guidied the leaft trace on thefe melancholy fliorcs of their beiug inhabited ; but this

5 cvciiini;
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evcninj^ a large fire, which fuddenly rofe beyond the Downs, evidenced the exiftence

here of fome wild hordes of the human fpecies.

At this period we obfervcd highly fingular effefls of mirage, or refradionof terref-

trial objccls ; now the mod even and lowed lands appeared to us raifed above the

water and deeply torn in every part, now their crefts or ridges feemed reverfed, and

in this Hate reding on the waves ; at every indant the eye was cheated by the vifion of

long chains of reefs and breakers, which fled before us as we advanced*. This phe-

nomenon, curious in itfelf, had its difadvantage ; for, as all adronomical obfervations

are dependent on the date of the atmofphcro, its rcfrangent quality at this time, by its

variation, occafioned in ail thofe we made a mod vexatious difparity ; thofe of the

evening, for example, giving us greater way to the eadward than thofe of the morning.

This phenomenon of refraftion appeared to me to refult chiefly from the prodigious

changes of temperature and moidure that took place at this time in the atmofphere of

thefe regions, as I fhall have occafion more efpecially to remark elfewhere.

The 2d and 3d we continued to explore the bay ; the latter day we anchored, at

eight in the evening, about two leagues from land, in twelve fathoms, with a bottom

of fine and whitilh land.

The 4th, at dawn, in company with Mr. Breton, who commanded the fmall boat in

which we embarked, and Mr. Lefchenault, a botanid, I made for Ihore. Soon as we
gained the drand, I hadened towards the downs of fand which bordered the coad,

and direfted my deps towards the interior in fearch of the natives, with whom I

anxioufly wiflied toedablidi a communication ; but vainly didi follow through the foreds

the recent footdeps I didinguiflied ; and, after a fatiguing fearch of three hours, I

retrod my forrowful deps to the fhore, where my companions, alarmed at my abfence,

already awaited me ; we embarked, but were fix hours in reaching our veffel, fo con-

trary were the winds and currents.

Medrs. Bernier, Riddle, Depuch, and Mauge, likewife landed at another fpot, and
fhortly returned. More fortunate than we had been, they had difcovered a native

fifhing on the fhore near the place where they landed. This individual feemed to them
to be an old man ; he had a beard, was of a brown colour, and had no other covering

• Thefe refraftions are very common, although but little noticed, generally fpeaking : they are fre-

quently obferved in the Straits of Mcflina, and there they are termed falu morguna, the peafants and fifher-

men afcribing thefe piftures in the air or on the water to the fay Morgan. By the Englifh, Irifh, and
Erfe inhabitants of our wellern (hores, thefe optical delufions are likewife often feen, and by the two latter

arc czWcd feaJhreag/j mairethme, and duna feadhreagh, fea fairies, or fairy caftles ; ihey are likewife vifible

occafionally in Norway, Iceland, and Greenland, in Swizzerland, in South America, on the higheft fum-
mit of the Andes, in the niidft of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Mediterranean, (fee Swinburne's Travels,

Spallanzani, Crantz's Greenland. Icel. Ann. Ortelius in Thefauro Geog. Saxo. Antiq. Poema. Phil.

Mag. vol. xiii. p. 336, where is a very able differtation on this fubjcft by Mr. W. Beaufort, A. M.
Phil. Mag. vol. xiv. p. i)6.) This note is chiefly added for the purpofe of a remark of confiderable in-

tereft as it refpefts the continent of New Holland ; M. Peron notices that the refra£lion occafionally pre-

fented the land, which he conceives to be the low (hore contiguous, ^^ deeply torn in every part ; now, as

in the laft authority quoted, Phil. Mag. vol. xiv. p. 176, it is obferved, that Mount .£tna, which is 160
miles diflant from Malta, was clearly reprcfentcd on the furface ofthe water the 17th April 1785, at a
dlftance, from an obfervation made by C.Dangos from the obfervatory of Malta, of only i8coo yards, or
about eleven miles; and as thefe refrailions are conflantly faithful reprefentations of objedls ; as alfo the
coaft being flat, could not have been that refraction wliich appeared deeply lorn in every part. Is it not
highly probable that, on this occafion, the accidental refraClion may have prefented the naturaliflsof the
txpedition with a pifture of the interior of the country, at, poflibly, fome very confiderable diftancc in the
line from the fhip where the refradion was noticed ; a country highly mountainous, (for, if diltant, it

mud have been fo to have been reprefeated,) and its lofty mountains deeply torn and feparated by profoynd
fciffures from each other ? T r .

than
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than the fkin of a kangaroo, thrown over his flioulders, and which fcarcely covered his

loins. The afpcft of thcfe unknown beings did not at firft feem to create much un-
eafinefs in the fifhcrman ; but perceiving they made towards him, he haftily fcized three

lances jaying by him on the ground, and prefenting a bold front, addreffed them in a
very animated manner, repeatedly pointing to the fliips, and apparently bidding them
return. Equally furprized at the appearance of this new Scythian, the warmth of his

addrefs, and the loftinefs of his gait, our colleagues halted, that they might give him
no interruption. When he had finifhed, Mr. Depuch, a mineralogift, advanced fingly

and unarmed towards the favagc, exclaiming taio, tai'o (friend, friend), and prefenting

him a necklace of glafs beads, the luftre of which feemed to excite the livelieft

admiration in the old man ; ftill he fliewed no lefs repugnance to letting Depuch ap-

proach hiu', and, on his continuing to advance, the old man took to flight with a fpeed

which aftonifhed all who faw him. While this was pafling on one part of the coalt,

five or fix other favages made towards the long boat, guarded at the time only by a
fmgle failor : on feeing thefe wild beings approach, this man, juftly alarmed, cried out
luftily to recall our people, on the return of whom the favages haftily fled over the

downs as fwiltly as the fifherman.

The beneficent Riedle, on this expedition, made an ample colleftion of new plants,

in return for which tribute from thefe fhores, he fowed or planted in their fl:ead a
quantity of wheat, maize, barley, oats, pear-trees, apple, apricot, peach, and olive-

trees, with a large number of European vegetables. AfFefting exchange, one fuch as

ever fliould have been the bafis of relations between different people, and fuch as was
conftantly repeated by us in the places where we were enabled to effeft a landing.

In imitation of our commander, Captain Hamelin fent out his boats to reconnoitre

the bay in the fouth-louth-call part. The officer who commanded one of thefe expe-

ditions, Mr. Harrifon, reported on his return, that he had difcovered the mouth of a

river, which feemed to proceed from a great difl;ance inland. This report was the more
grateful, from our having been unable hitherto to difcover the Icail trace of frefli water

on the land of Leuwin, and from our not being ignorant that the navigators, who had
before us examined feveral points of the north-weft coafl: of New Holland, had nor

been more fortunate than we. It was therefore agreed, that on the morning of the

next day, the long-boat of the Geographe, under the command of Captain Lebas,

and the fmall boat of the Naturalifle, with Captain Hamelin, fliould examine this river,

and afcend it as far as poflible. MelTrs. Depuch, Lefchenault, Riedlc, Lefueur and

myfelf were allowed to accompany the expedition, and with us our phyfician,

M. L'llaridon.

On nearing the fliorc, our two captains agreed that, as the long boat drew too much
water for an expedition up the river, it would be better to let her by at anchor in the

Offmg, under the fafeguard oi part of the crew, the remainder afccnding the river

along its banks ; while the fmall boat fliould proceed as far as the depth of water would

permit.

Thefe arrangements concluded, I left my colleagues, and proceeded along the

ft:rand : it was low water, and confequently the befl; feafon for colle(fling the produc-

tions of the fea. I gathered together, in a fliort time, a very large number of new
objeds, among which a beautiful fpecics of orbulites, alive. It is well known that the

orbulite is a fmall fpecics of folid zoophytes, confounded, bi-tore the ohfervations of

M. de la Marck, with real nummuliles, and that hitherto thefe lingular anaimais had

been difcovered in a fofTile ftate aloue. This is not the only difcovcry of the kind we

9 fliaU
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(hall have occafion to prefent in the courfo of our narrative, for the fliores of New
Holland will allbrd, on many occafions, proofs of great cataftrojihcs of nature.

The anxious dcfire I felt, however, to make my remarks on the inhabitants of thefe

regions, fl)ortiy drew me from the fliore : I paiTed the downs, and ahnoft immediately

afterwards was flopped by a pool, the margin of which was every where covered with

falicornias, and on its fait waters numerous flocks of black fwans difplayed their elegant

forms. Beyond this marfh, the fuppofed river, the mouth of which my friends were

gone to enter, has its courfe. A vail number of the footfteps of the natives fcemed to

announce that many of them had recently pafled it, and there I refolved to join on the

other fide. While in fearch of the mofl favourite place of pafTing, I heard the report

of a gun at a fliort diflance, and truilcd that, in the fportfmcn, I fnould meet with

Ibme companions in my projett ; but MelTrs. Levillaiu and Bailly, to whom I addreifed

m)lelf, far from being inclined to accompany, endeavoured to difTuade me from my
intentions. I was not to be turned from what I had refolved upon ; but, undrefTmg

myfelf, palRd the river before them, and plunged into the tiril which fl^irts its left fide.

It was eleven o'clock, the fky was clear, the temperature mild ; thefe circumflances

added to my ardor, and full of hope to meet, in a fliort time, with fome of the people

of thefe fhores, I continued my puriiiit till it became fufpended by a fingular difcovery.

Near the fpot where I landed I perceived a valley, extending towards the interior, and
apparently marking the courfe of fome fmall rivulet ; I conceived it my duty to afcer-

tain the facl ; unfortunately my fufpicions were not verified, and I began to refume

my fkeps, when a clufler of large trees, which by their colour were readily diflinguifhed

from thofe which furrounded them, attracled my attention. All thefe were white froni

the bafe of their trunk to the extremity of their branches.

Surprized at this appearance, I advanced precipitately towards this fpecies of bower,

equally excited by interefl and curiofity. Both one and the other foon increafed. Twelve
trees of a larger fize, amid many fmaller, and irregularly confounded with them, formed
a femi-circle, the two extremities of which terminated on the bank of the river. All

thele trees belonged to a new fpecies of Melaleuca, remarkable for the extreme thick-

nefs of the bark, or rather the liber *, by which it is enveloped : this liber, of very
fine texture and very pithy, adheres fo flightly to the wood, that the leafl effort fuffices

to tear it ofF, in long ribbons, from the foot of the tree to the very extremity of the

branches. In this manner the trees I allude to, had been deprived of their bark, and
as the middle bark \ is remarkably white, their colour refulted from the abflradion of
the outer coat.

Within the area of the femi-circle formed by thefe white trees, were defcribed three

other femi-circles gradually Icfs, as within each other, and ending with their fxti-emitics

like the outward one at the river. The firfl of the interior femi-circles was a kind of
feat of turf, raifcd about fix or eight inches above the ground, and two feet wide ; the

turf was compofcd of a fine, light and very fhort grafs, which grows abundantly near
the fpot : this verdant feat was feftooned on that fide v\hicl; fronted the river, and each
of the intervals between the fefloons had evidently feemed as a feat for one individual

;

and twenty-feven fefloons ferved to indicate an affembly of a like number of individuals.

In front of this bank of turf was a clear fpace, two and a half feet wide, covered
with a- black fand, found in abundance on the lea fliore, and which forms a portion of

• External part of the bark.

t The barli of a tree is compofcd of the epidumis or fkin, the middle, and the outer bark or liber.

the
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tlie foil of the interior ; it feemed to have been trodden by the individuals feated on
the bank of turf.

A line of rufhes fcparatcd this fecond femi-clrcle from the third ; thcfe rufhes, very

clofe to each other, and in a regular line, were cut at the height of fix inches from

the ground.

The third and lafl femi-circle was wider than the preceding, and covered with the

other fpccics of fand, which I have obfcrvcd is found at different places of the fea-fhore,

and is diftinguiflied at a diftance by its fhining whitenefs.

On this floor of fine and very even fand, a vafl: number of rufhes had been planted,

each at an equal diftance from the other, and fo dlftributcd as to form 3 feries of figures,

or rather regular characters : all thi-fe ruflies had been burnt to the level of the ground,

fo as to prefcnt (o many round black points, plainly diftinguifliablc from the tloor of

white fand in which they were planted ; hence the characlers dcfcribed by thcfe feries

of points, were exprcfied in the moft ftriking manner imaginable.

Ihcfe figures, no doubt, coarfe and whimfical, yet poflTcfled fomcwhat original

and deliberate : they rcprefcnted efpecially a great number of triangles, of lozenges,

and irregular polygons, fome parallelograms, fome irregular fquares, but no circles

whatever.

1 he remainder of the fliore, to the brink of the river, was covered with a fine light

' and lively verdant grafs. Laftly, on the very margin of the river, was a large tree, the

venerable patriarch of this bower : its white trunk, bending to the waves, projefted

over them majeftically ; and its branches, more horizontally fpread than in the others,

formed a kind of terrace of verdure. This remarkable tree feemed to have been more

elegantly adorned than the reft ; in faft, not only had it been rendered white like the

others, but its trunk and principal branches were decorated with wreaths of verdure.

The river ferved as a boundary to this retreat, and incrcafed the charms of its

pofition ; its cool and limpid waves, beating gently on the banks ; its courfe, vifible

to the fea ; the numerous fifli difporiing on its furface, and in its bofom ; the more than

common ftrength of vegetation on both its fides ; every thing in this fimple and charm-

ing fpot confpired to awaken the gentle affections of the heart. Howfweet ! oh, how
truly fwcct, the plcafure I experienced for a few fcconds in abandoning myfelf to refltc-

tions incident on fuch a difcovery !
" This charming fpot," faid I to myfelf, " is,

perhap; , confecrated to fomewhat myftic, either of a public or private nature. Can
the worftiip of a Deity be its objed ! From the river and the marflies that bound it,

the inhabitants, in great meafure, arc fupplied with the aliment ncceflary for their

fubfiftcnce.—Perhaps, new Egyptians, like the ancient inhabitants of the Nile, they

have confecrated the river that feeds them.—Perhaps, at folcmn epochs, they come to

its fliorcs to render a tribute of homage and gratitude.

Adverting afterwards to the fingular figures ingenioufly traced on the fand, they

brought to my mind thofe famous Runic characters, formerly in ufe among the people

of the north of Europe, and which, as well as ihefe, confiftcd in a feries of figures,

coarfely traced, of circles, fquares, and triangles, yet fufceptible, from their ditlerent

combinations, of tranfmitting all the ideas of the people who employed them ; like

thefe I had juft difcovercd, they were traced on the ground, on the barks of trees, and

on rocks : thofe of which latter alone have pafled down to our time : they likcwilo re-

minded me of thofe clumfy hieroglyphics which the Mexicans ufed in dcfcribing the

annals of their hiftory, and many of which confifted of figures badly expreflcJ, of

circles, fquares, parallelograms, 6cc. j thofe grotefque fketches difcovercd by Captain

voJL. XI. 5 G Philipps
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Philipps on the rocks and trunks of trees, in the fouthern part of the Continent on

which I was fituate, likewife occurred to me ; thofe alfo which, at the fouthern extre-

mity of Africa, the Bofhmans are wont to engrave at the extremity of their caverns
;

and thofe again, flill more worthy of admiration, and, moreover, of far greater

antiquity, which are feen in different parts of Ceylon, precious monuments of a people

who appear no longer to have exiftence ; from all thefe aflimilations, I concluded that

the defne of communicating fenfations and ideas has exifted at all times, in all cli-

mates, and among all people ; that this fo precious art of writing is of far greater

antiquity than all ti-adltion, and than all hiftorical monuments ;
and I hence regretted

the moie fonfibly, my incapacity of difcovering in the characters before me, the fenti-

jnents and ideas of the uncivilized beings of whom they were the work.

After paying all the attention due to this bower, I left the bank of the river for

the interior of the foreft. Every where I found my pafTage eafy, on account of the dif-

tance the trees were apart ; the furface was generally clothed with a fliort, light, and

delicate grafs. I v/as unable however to difcover any traces of frefh water. In fome

foots, where the ground appeared more moift than uiual, 1 dug into the earth ; the water

which trickled into the hole was brackifli and fait : tliis faline nature of the ground

appears to aft as a repulfe to all animals ; at leaft, I was able to diflinguifli none, and

the traces of the kangaroo I perceived on the fand were extremely rare. Even infefts

were ftrangers on thefe fhores, if the ant alone be excepted ; black legions of this infeft

indeed, though its fpecial cantonments were the back of the downs, prefented them-

felves In every part, and were as numberlcfs as troublefome. I colleftcd many new

fpecies of them, one of which, remarkable for its fize, much refembles the formica

gulofa of Fabricius ; but the hiftory of thefe animals wU be given more in detail in

another part of my works.

A fecond remark 1 fliall make on the fingular country I then traverfed : fpite of

the prodigious variety of trees and fhrubs of which its vegetation was compofed, no

fruit was diftint^uifhable that could apparently ferve as food for man or animals.

This remark was repeated over all the remainder of New ?Iolland, with very trifling

exception. Is it to this extraordinary abfence, or at leaft this exceflive fcarcity of

edible fruits, that the non-exiftence on this continent of animals, exclufively frugivorous,

is to be attributed ? Hitherto, it is an eflablifhed faft that no fpecies has been found,

or even the leaft trace of any. The monkey, for example,— innumerable companies of

which are difperfed through fo many parts of the world, which is found in fo many
iflands, and even at the very door of New Holland, at the Moluccas, in abundance,

—

the monkey, I fav, does not appear to exift in this great country ; and truly it feems

difficult to conceive the manner in which animals of this defcription could fubfift.

Elfewhere wc fhall return to thefe interefling relations of the nature of the foil to its

diflerent produdlions.

In the mean time the chief objeft of my excurfion feemed to fly before me in pro-

portion as I advanced. The fmall outlets of the foreft towards the river were now no
longer feen, yet ftill I could only find a few traces of men imprinted here and there on
the ground; no dwelling Ihewed itfelf; the moft profound filence reigned throughout

the tortfl, and nothing indicated its ferving for the habitual refidence of man. Yet, on
every fide, I diitinguiflied a number of burnt trees, and veftiges of fires. By the fide

of fome alfo I remarked a fort of bed, foiined of the fingular liber of the melaleuca,

which I have before defcribed, and which appeared to have been the refting-places of

men, either united or alone. In fhort, every thing confirmed me in the opinion that

the favages had no fixed habitation in thefe deep woods j and that they preferred the

5 borders
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borders of the fait river, the contiguous pool, and the vicinage of the fea, whence with
greater eafe they might procure the means of fubfiftence. In faft, it was in thefe

places that \vc exclufively found fiich of their cabins as we faw, and of which we fhall

fliortiy fpeak. This too was the cafe with their wells or fprings of brackifh water,

which, in a little time, was that to which we were ourfelves reduced.

Determined by thefe reflet^tions, and warned by the decline of day, I returned,

crofled again the river, and forded again, but with fome rifk, the pool. On defcendino-

to the fliore, I felt fome alarm at not finding the boat, efpecially as it was now five in

the evening, as the weather, fo calm in the morning, had changed, and a ftrong brecza
blew with violence from the fea. I was not, moreover, ignorant that the explorinn-

of the fuppofed river could not have long detained our feamen and geographers, as I

had acquired the certitude recently of this imagined river being but a very narrow •

inlet ftretching fome leagues in to the land, the bottom of which, as well as of the

neighbouring marflies was muddy, and the waters of which had no other fenfible

motion than that occafioned by the tides of the ocean, with which it unites by the

fpecies of mouth we have previoufly defcribed ; its waters, moreover, were to the full

as fait as thofe of the neighbouring marflies : from all thefe confideraiions I had reafon

to think their examination of the river muft have been foon completed, and I was
apprcheniive of having arrived too late for the general embarkation.—How agreeably

then was I furprized on meeting with my friend Lefueur and M. Ronfard, who, as

well as my felt, were in fearch of the boat : this, during our abfence, had unfortunately

approached too near to the mouth of the inlet, and in confequence had got too much to

leeward of the point of rendezvous.

Mefirs. Lefueur and Ronfard had had an interview of a fingular nature with a female

favage, and M. Lefueur communicated to me the following account. Independent

of the fmall boat of the Naturalilte, commanded by M. Hamelin, a fecond was fent

from that vefll'l in the courfe of the day. This was on the point of returning when
M. Lefueur and ]\L Ronfard arrived at the fliore. While converfing with the party

from the Naturalise, they dlfcovered in the diitance two perfons proceeding along the

iirand. At firfl: they took them for fome of our failors ; but found them at length

to be two natives. Thefe people, mifl;aking them, no doubt, for their countrymen,
continued to advance. When near enough to have hope of joining them, MelTrs.

Lefueur, Ronfard. and St. Cricy, the lafl: the captain of the fecond boat of the

Naturalifle, haftencd with fpeed towards them, but were not quick enough to prevent

one of the two, whom they diftinguiflicd to be a man, from efcaping over the back of

the downs, plunging into the thickets, and difappearing in midfl: of the marflies.

The other was a woman in a very advanced fl;ate of pregnancy ; defpairing, without

doubt, owing to her condition, of ouifl:ripping her purfuers, this woman inftantly

flopped, and fquatting on her heels, and hiding her face with her hands, flie remained,

as if torpificd by fear and furprize, in a perfcft fl:ate of immobility, and apparently

infcnfible to all that was pafliiig near her. This wretched woman was altogether naked
;

a fmall bag made of the Ikin of a kangaroo, and fafl;ened by a band made of ruflies

round her forehead, hung down behind to her loins. Our friends tound nothing In

this bag but fome bulbs of orchys, after which the poor inhabitants of thefe fliores

fcem to be very anxious, but which unfortunately are exceeding rare and fmall, the

largell we faw fcarcely exceeding a common nut in fize.

In the colour of the Ikin, the nature of the hair, and the pofitive and relative

proportions of the body, thit woman perfedly rtfomblcd the other favages of New
502 Iloliiuid,
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Holland, which we fhall have to defcribe more minutely in courfe of the work. In

other refpei^ts flic was, and that by the allowance of thofe the lead nice in matters of

the kind, mofl horridly ugly and difgufling. In every part fhe was meagre and

dcftitute of flefh; her breads, efpccially, were flabby, and hung down to her thighs.

The utmofl filthinefs flill added to this natural uglinefs, and alone had been fuflicient to

have revolted the leaft delicate of our failors.

After examining this unfortunate child of nature with that intereft flie could but

infpire, our friends loaded her with prefents : they gave her bifcuit, mirrors, knives,

fnuli-boxes, necklaces, and what were (till of greater value, a hatchet and two
handkerchiefs. But, conftantly feated on her heels, the poor creature continued in a

flate of (lupor ; and, unable to induce her to accept any of their prefents, on leaving

her, they left them at her fide.

As we were flill at a fhort diftance only from the fpot where this interview took

place, M. Lefueur conduced me thither ; but already the woman had difappcared,

leaving on the ground where flic had fquatted the moft unequivocal teflimony of her

fright, manifeftcd, it fliould feem, among uncivilized people as with thofe in a polilhed

flate by fpontaneous evacuations. However, the unfortunate being took away with her

no part of the prefents, to which we made an addition of others.

After this fhort and ufelefs excurfion, we proceeded towards the point where we
expeftcd to find the boat : night was approaching, and we had yet two leagues to go,

we were confequently obliged to quicken our pace; flill, fpite of our accelerated walk,

it was with difficulty I endured the cold occafioned from the wetnefs of my cloaths.

By the way M. Lefueur related to me that he had remarked feveral cabins of the

natives ; that they were all fituate on the humid banks of the fait marfhes on the right

bank of the river, and were of one fame coarfe flrufture; they were formed of fmall

branches of trees ftuck into the ground, faftened at their bent extremities above in

form of an arbour, and exteriorly were coated with the liber, or bark ; I have feveral

times noticed ; they were about three feet high, as many wide, and five or fix feet

long ; in front of each of them were ren^iins of fires, in the afhes of which were
diflinguifhed remnants of fifh, kangaroos, and black fwans' bills. M. Lefueur had
taken a flietch of thefe cabins, from which I felt a perfuafion that more wretched dens
it would be impoflible could be found,—I was neverthelefs miftaken ; we were yet far

from having feen not only in what refpefted the dwellings, but alfo many other
peculiarities, phyfical and focial, of thefe fliores, the utmofl term of human ignorance
and mifery.

My companion further informed me that he had feen a immber of holes dug fome
feet deep into the earth, which fervcd as wells for the inhabitants. Near them commonly
fmall tubes are found, formed from a few plants of wild celery that grows on different

points of the bay. Of thefe, the ufe without doubt to which the inhabitants applied

them, M. Lefueur availed hiinfelf to draw up fome of the water ; but he found it

fcarcely potable.

As we advanced, we diftinguiflied a groupe of our coinpanions making towards us

:

the party confifted of Captain Hamelin, part of the naturalifts, and a major part of the

crew of the long boat and the canoe : we learned from them that, the long boat being
to leeward, and the wind blowing in fliore, not admitting them to luff, part of the men
were employed in towing it, while the remainder of the crew coafted the beach on
fliore. As the progrefs of the boat was flow, and the wind blew very cool, we
determined, in the interval of its arrival, to kindle a large fire at the back of the downs.

4 All
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All hands were employed for the purpofe, and fhortly an immenfe pile was in flames.

Some of our party had killed different kinds of birds ; thefe were fpeedily facrificed

for a common meal.

During the preparation of our dinner, McfTrs. Dcpuch and L. Freycin£l gave me an
account of their cxcurfion. " After vainly endeavouring," faid Mr. Depuch, " to effect

a landing on the left of the river we afccnded, or rather the immenfe marfh we miftook for

a river, which extends many leagues inland, and of which, though in the fmall boar,

we with difficulty palled the bar at the mouth, after alfo finding ourfclves in fuch fhaliow

water by the time we had proceeded four or five miles as to be able to advance no
farther, we determined to return, and for this purpofe were on the point of making
the right bank, along which we intended to walk, near a fpot which we concluded was a

fmall ifland, when piercing and repeated cries occafioned us to turn our eyes towards
the forefl on the oppofite fide, where we dilfinguiflied a number of favages, who
apparently noticed us with curiofity : their cries were directed to us. Captain
Hamelin fleered towards them, but his courfc was foon impeded by want of water : in

the mean time the natives c> minued to obfcrve us, ran about in every direction over
the fhore, and reiterated their exclamations in a quicker and louder tone. With per-

miflion of the captain, accompanied by four of the naturalifls, I jumped into the water,

and readily forded the fpacc between us and where we faw the natives : thefe fled to

the forcft ; with one of our party, I followed their fteps to its fkirts, and the remainder
kept at a diftancc behind us.

" Here we heard their exclamations repeated, apparently calling to each other, in a

very quick manner : the only words I could diftinguifh, which were frequently repeated,

were veloo! veloo ! We likewife fancied VNe heard the barking of a dog; but fhortly

after it appeared to us they checked him, and the barking ceafed.

" In order to make them comprehend we had no ill intentions, we depofited in the

mofl: confpicuous fpots, glafs beads, mirrors, knives, kc, and afterwards retreated,

leaving various articles of this defcription pnrpoftly in the way. • But fliortly we
diflinguiflied fevcn or eight natives, each armed with two fpears and a club, advancing

with halty Heps, as if to cut oft" our retreat from the river. We were fortunate enough
to prevent this defign, but as they trod cofely on our heels, we formed a jundion with

cur party, and facing thefe audacious characters, without doubt ftraiigers to our
formidable arms, we kept them thus at a dillance of about fiheen or eighteen paces.

They brandiHied their fpears with much Ifrength, and threatened us ; and hurled their

clubs around with great rapidity, exchiiming in a frightful tone, mcuyc ! mouse ! By
their geftures they feemeJ to invite our going away, and even to point out the road by

vhich we came, and that, as we fuppofed, which communicated with the fea.

" In the mean time, purfued as we were by thefe ferocious men, we had not an

inftant to lofc : we had iio option but to fire or continue our retreat in good order ;

the latter we preferred, fteadily refolved however to anfwer the firft fpear that fliould

be lanced, by a difcharge of fmall ffiot, and the next with ball ; leaving them, as a

counterpoife to the fuperiority of our arms, the advantage of a lirll attack.

" Ignorant of what might be the number of our aiiailants, and, cfpecialfy, being

fatisfied it would be eafy for another band to fi)rrouud us, and cut olF our retreat, we
withdrew, facing them, walking backwards, and imitatiiig them in their brutal cries

and menacing geflures, with lefs violence, indeed, but in a manner which could leave

them no doubt of our rcfolution to anfwer any att;',ck by one fliil more dcdruclive.

In this manner we arrived without accident ne;ir the Iprt where we landed.

" We took to the river, the favages flill ck'fe to u>;, and were in it up to our
wailt.
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waift, uncertain whether In this particular fpot it was fordable. Now 1 1 was the favages

were nearcft to us: our mufqueis were all pointed, and our fafcty, long in a doubtful

ftate, would have obliged us to have repulfcd the attacks which indubitably would have

taken place, when we perceived Captain Hamelin, followed by the crew ot the boat,

who, having landed on the othc/ fide of the idand, was haltening to our fuccour.

« At fight of this reinforcement, the favages halted, and w^ availed ourfelves of

this to join our friends. We were now in front of them, and merely feparated by the

inlet which was every where fordable. To their continued exclamations of mouye !

mouye ! and their pointing to our road back, we replied by pointing to the prefents

we had left behind, and thofe wc intended for them in addition, inviting them, by

laving down our arms, to come and receive them, but in vain.

'" Nevcrthelefs one, who appeared to me the youngeft of the party, and confequently

the moft hazardous, advanced to a third of the dillance between us, and there, affuming

a warlike attitude, with one fpear and his club held behind him, and handling the

other fpear with ail the ftrengih and fupplenefs in his power, and marking in his looks

the greatefl: boldnefs and difdain, he feemed to provoke, or rather did adually challenge

us, with much energy, to fingle combat ; the other favages, uneafy at lirit at this re-

folute conduct on his part, yet foon applauded it. We called out to him repeatedly,

Taio ! taio ! He pronounced this word firfl: to himfelf, as if inquifitive of its meaning,

and afterwards repeated it to his companions, who likewife repeated it themfelves with

loud fhouts of laughter. We afterwards cried out to them in feveral French words,

which they pronounced in an inquifitive manner, and conltantly with much exaditude,

and with burfts of laughter. 1 he words they uttered beit were, oui, non, viens ici.

Some one exclaimed, " Pourah, get away," in the Malabar language, and this appeared

lefs foreign to them than the relt. Still they did not advance ; the challenger kept

his port, and maintained his martial and diidainful air.

" Defirous of eflaying our lull means of conciliation, I advanced to the margin of

the river, clepofitcd my arms at a ihort diRance, pointing them out to this native, who
obferved minutely all my actioiis. I next advanced, with the branch of a tree in each

hand, to about half thediltaiice between us, calling out Taio, taio, awordfo well known
to the inhabitants of the South Sea : I made him every fign I could think of to infpire

confidence ; but all was vain : the favage receded, but in the flighteft degree, before

me ; and his comrades came forward to fecond him, threatening us anew. Our party

now repeated their Invitations and friendly ligns, bid down their arms, which were re-

placed by green branches and white handkerchiefs : the perverfity of this people was
infurmountnble. We again Ihewed them mirrors, beads, &c. and offered them as pre-

fents, making figns we were about to depart, and we actually retired. Curiofity in-

duced two of them to crofs the water, the one who had challenged us and another,

highly remarkable from the deep red colour of his hair and beard : they both proceeded

with precaution, picking up the articles left on the way, to wit, a mirror, and a hand-
fome pocket handkerchief ; the latter they laid down again immediately without ap-

pearing to fet the Icaft value on it. The red-haired favage it was who took up the

miiror : furprizcd at feeing his own image in the glafs, he turned it round fudaenly,

and finding nothing at the back, threw it down with an air of vexation, and feemed
more enraged at us than ever ; he had not threatened us with half the grace before,

that is ^o fay, with half the fury and vivacity he now exhibited. Captain Hamelin now
iliewed them a red tobacco-box : the fight of this occafioned a very vifible emotion of
lurpri/.e in thefe men, which was even exprefled by a loud exclamation ; he threw it

towards the neareft of the two, and we receded, that they might take it up j this the

favage
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favage did, but immediately afterwards the exclamations and menacing geflures were
reiterated in the fame frantic manner.

•' We were now on the fame fide of the river again as the favages, and all our en-

deavours to infpirc them with confidence ferved only to encreafe their audacity ; fuch

was it, in (hort, that we had only to choofe between a precipitate retreat or firing ; we
chofe the former, and hafloned on board without experiencing any hindrance. Perhaps
this was all they required; perhaps, alfo, they were impatient to examine the rich

prcfents we had made them.
" The favages we encountered wore entirely naked, a cloak excepted, made of the

fkinofadog or kangaroo, which was thrown over the flioulders of fome of them, and
a covering over the privities of others, with a fort of girdle round the loins. They
feemed to me of a much lefs dark colour than the negroes of Africa ; their hair was
fliort, even, ftraight, and fmooth, their beard long and black, their teeth extremely
white."

I have deemed it effential to repeat here the whole detail of M. Dcpuch, that the

reader may judge of the determination of thefc people to avoid and even repulfe

ftrangers. We fhall have further occafion to notice this charactcriftic, fo bppofite to

the welcome and folicitude with which the nations of the Great Pacific Ocean received

the Europeans who fnft vifited them, and to the intereft felt by the majority of favages

at the firft appearance of navigators on their fliores.

Succeeds hi the narrative of RI. Peron, an account of the foundering of the long

boat on the fands, and the difficulty experienced in regaining the fliip, which, of minor
intereft, is paft over, the relation being refumed from their return to the fliip.

As foon as our boats returned on the 8th, we haftened to get them on board : we
had not an inftant to lofe ; the fwell of the fea was fo great, and the fhip pitched in fuch

a manner that we had great difficulty in preventing our larger boat from being fliivered

againft the veflel. At twenty minutes after ten we were under fail. The Naturalifte

had the day before loft one of her anchors, and at the inftant of weighing fhe loft again

another. At half-paft three in the morning we were off the cape, with the main-top

fail clofe reefed. At this inftant the winds blew in gufts ; a fmall rain fell, and the

thick fog, by which we were furrounded, prevented our diftinguiflung any object about

us. We now parted from the Naturalifte, which, being unable to keep fo near the

wind as our veflel, could not double the entrance of the bay. We ourfelves indeed

fucceeded but with great rifk, manoeuvring, with dreadful weather, in from 1 2 to 20
fathoms water.

The tcmpeft continued throughout the whole of the 9th ; the winds blew with vio-

lence, and drove us conftantly towards the dangerous coaft we were anxious to fly

from : in one of the tacks, the fliip not anfwering the helm, we were expofed to the

moft imminent danger.

The loth we had fight of feveral large whales, fporting in midft of the angry waves
;

one, that we faw at ten in the morning, was battling with afword-fifli, and the rage of

the two combatants feemed to encreale with that of the tcmpeft. This day at noon, we
thought we difcovered, by means of a Halh of lightning. Cape Lcuwin, which, if the

objctl we faw, would have been nine miles from us towards the weft. The barometer

at this period had funk to its loweft point ; it ftoodat 27*" 7, 5' and, confequently, fince

the 5th June, bad declined 10 lignes ()-tenths ; which correfponds well with the violence and
duration of the tempcjl. At fix in the evening, a rapid decreafo of foundings, and the

nature of the bottom, added to our alarms : we were runnmg on the foriuidablc reef

called
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called the Naturalise, which we recognized on the 30th May. _We had great difficulty

in avoiding it, and to elTecl: this were obliged, fpite of the violent gulls, and at the

hazard of carrying avv-ay our marts, to hold all the fail we could.

'J'his horrible tempell continued from the 1 ith to the i6th without interruption ; the

fea was fo violently agitated that we were frequently gunnel-under, and were incapable

of keeping the deck ; and many of our officers and men, and the commander even

himfelf, had dreadful falls.

The i6ih at noon we were in latitude 32" 42' 57'''' fouth, longitude 111° 46' i4''''eart:

of Paris. M. Maugc and myfelf availed oiirfelves of a moment of calm to drag along

the coaft again : it added to our trcafures fome new articles, among others a kind of

I'poKge of a beautiful purple, from which a liquor of the fame colour was obtained by

the flighteft prelTure, and dilTerent fubflances ftained with it completely refilled the

adion of the air, and even of feveral vvafliings.

The 17th the iky was clear, the fea pleafant, and an agreeable breeze fprung up

from tiic north-north-oafl : So many favouring circumftances held out theprofpcd of

intcrefting operations ; but a new chain of breakers, in the firft inftance, and afterwards

a ilorm from the north-north-eafl:, whence the winds blew, obliged us again to leave

the coail. The part along which we failed like all the reft was low, and without any

remarkable inlet, but at the fame time was not of equally flerile appearance wi<h the

bay of the Geographe ; and beyond, we diilinguifhed a range of hills higher, but aU

mofl as regular as the coail: itfelf.

The z 3th brought with it neither the fine weather nor the calm we needed ; our

fliip feeming to be much flrained, we refolved on bearing to the north ; at two we made
the ifland Rottneft, fix to fcven leagues diftant : As this was the firrt: rendezvous ap-

pointed by Captain Hamelin, we depended on anchoring here, either to receive or wait

for intelligence refpcding our confort, on whofe fate we were not without inquietude,

its flow failing promifing to render more great to her the dangers we had encountered in

the bay of the Geographe. What then was our furprize and conllernation univerfally,

when, almofl at the inftant of our making that ifland, we heard our commander iiTue

orders for making the bay of Sharks, in Endracht's Land. We then gave up all ex-

pectation of being joined by the Naturalifle during the remainder of the voyage j and
our forebodings were but too exadly verified.

In the afternoon the winds varied from weft to weft-fouth-weft ; torrents of rain again

began to fall, and the gulls that blew were violent, and frequently made us tremble

for our malls ; at eight in the evening the wind veered to the fouth-eaft ; the rain fell

in torrents ; the lightning was ahnoft unceafing, and the continued roar of thunder

added to the horror of a night as dark as pitch. A more critical fituation feenied im-

poffible, till a truly real and imminent peril infpired us with additional alarm.

From twenty-five fathoms, with afandy bottom, the foundings diminifhed fuddenly to

nine and a half and twelve, with a rocky bottom. The confternation was general ; officers,

naturalifts, feamen,—every foul was on deck. Never were orders more fimultaneoufly

obeyed, ne\'er was greater zeal exhibited. Nothing fliort, indeed, could have enabled

us to efcape the dangers of every defcripiion with which we were threatened through-
out this dreadful night.

The iQih, the fea continuing to run high and covered with foam, and the crew
being exhaufted with fatigue, the commander refolved to abandon thefe fhocking feas,

and bear away to a latitude nearer the equatorial regions, and confequently warmer,
and lefs fubjci^ to Xempefts,

Thus



VOVAGE FOR THE D:5C0V£RY OF SOUTHERK LANB3. 785

Tlva3 terminated our firfi: recognizance of Leuwin's Land, on which many obferva-
fions remain for me to make ; but as we Jhall again revifit thefe fhores, till that period
I deter ulterior details refpecling this part of the great bouthcrn continent.

Cn.-^P. VI. — Endraght's Land.

QFrom 19th of June to 12th of /uly 1801.]

After making the ifle Rottnefl: as I have before noticed, we bore away north-weft-
by-north, to avoid the Ahrothos of Houttman, fearfully famous for the fhipwreck of
PcUar, and the 2 2d Juno in the morning, had the firfl fight of r:]ndraght's Land. This
part of New Holland prefents nearly the fame afpeft as Leuwin's Land, that is to fay,

a conftant continuance of low coafts of nearly uniform level, fandy, fterile, reddilh or
grey, furrowed at its furface in different parts by ravines, almolt perpendicular in every
part, ofteiltimes fliielded by reefs; in fliort inacceffible, and perfectly juftifying the
epithet bellowed on it by i\I. Boull ui.;er of Iron Coait.

The following days we coaftcd the great illand Dirk Haftighs, an ifland flill more
bare than t!ie coaft of which it appears a continuance ; poiielTmg the fame phyfical

character, it appears no lefs inacceliible, and the fea dafhed with violence againft the
wellern fhores alc-.ig which we failed.

Shortly after we difcovered the ifle Dorre, even more wild if pofTible than that of
Dirk Hartighs j doubling then, northward, a fecond barren ifland, which, after the

general fyfleni of nomenclature of that part of the land ofEndi-aght, M. L. Freycinct

denominated the ifland Bernier, we found ourlelves on the 26th June, in the evening,

at the northern opening of the great bay of Sharks.

The next day, the 27th, we entered it, having the illes Dorre and Bernier on the
right, and the continent on the left, the afpett of which, at this point, is equally in-

hofpitable with the countries feen on the preceding days. In no part of it, in fliort, was
any mountain to be diftinguiflied, any traces of rivers, of rivulets even, or torrents ; in

every part the coaft confilted of a red or white land, utterly deflitute of verdure, other
than that of dingy, ftunted, and flender fhrubs, difperfed at confiderable diflance one
from the other.

The fea, on the contrary, appeared as if pleafed with oppofmg in contraft to this

frightful llerility, the mofk varied and numberlefs productions. We were on every
fide furrounded by large banks of falpa, doris, meduRe, heroes, and porpites, fpecies

of mollufca; and zoophites, we have noticed in the 3d chapter, or fhall have occafion to

allude to : the prodigious number of thefe animals, their uniform and extraordinaiy

(hape, their beautiful colours, and the fupplenefs and celerity of their movements, were
to all our companions, and efpecially to my friend Lefueur, my colleague i\'Iauge, and
myfelf, a fpcdacle which excited pleafure and admiration in extreme.

In niiJlt of thefe innocent and graceful legions were dilfinguilhjd a vail: number of
dangerous reptiles, which, gliding lightly over the furface of the waves, feemed in re-

folute ])urfuit of a heap of fmall clupea:, which fled precipitately towards the open fea.

Thefe marine ferpents, which we fliall frequently have occafion to mention, have

hitherto been fo imperfedly noticed by natur.iiilts, and even by travellers, that it ap-

pears to me imperative I fliould be more particular in Ipeaking of them. The whole of
thefe fca-reptilcs arc diflinguiflied from land ferpents by their tail, which is flat and oar-

Ihaped, and by their narrower body, which refembles that of an eel, and terminates

below almolt in an angle. They are of very various and fometiines extremely brilliant

hue. Some have one uniform colour, fuchasgrey, yellow, green, or bluoilh j others

vo!.. XI. 5 u have
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have rings of blue, white, red, green, black, &c. ; thefe again are marked with large

I'pois, difpofed with lefs or greater regularity, while thole are diftinguilhed by very

fmall fpecks elegantly diftributed over the body. One of thefe fpecies is reniurkabb

among the refl by the colour of its head, w'hich is of a brilliant purple red : this is the

red-headed fea-ferpcnt of Danipier, who was the firft that remarked it in thefe parts.

—

Like the land reptiles of this kind, fome of them arc perfcftly innocent, others appear

armed with vcnemous fangs : their length is various, from 30 to 40 centimeters* to 3
and 4 meters f.

Their range is not only along the fea-fhore ; we have noticed many at a diftance of

three or four hundred miles from any land ; but, what is moft fingular, we never faw

any on the continent or on the iflands : I certainly do not mean from this remark to

draw theconclufion that they do not live on land ; but we faw none at any time ; and
when fpeaking of animals fo fingular, an impartial obferver fliould omit no important

fad, even when he finds himfelf unable to conceive or explain its caufe.

It is in midft of the hotteft countries of the globe, in the Indian Ocean efpecially,

the Perfian Gulf, the Red Sea, and that which bathes the north-weft and north of New
Holland, that marine ferpents are exclufively produced ; at leaft fuch is the rcfultof

my own obfervations, and the numerous refearches I have made into the narratives of

travellers : the high temperature of thefe feas, the calm they habitually enjoy, the

muliiplicity of animals which are generated in its bofom, and on which thefe ferpents

feed, appear to be the principal caufes of their predilection for the equatorial feas.

On opening the ftomach of feveral animals of this kind, 1 have found it chiefly filled

with fmall and fliell fifh ; while they themfelves in turn become the prey of numerous
fharks, the movements of which are fo inactive, fo clumfy ; but more minute obferva-

tions of one of the habitudes of thefe animals, as I faw more of them, fhewed me the

probable caufe of this fpecies of phenomenon. Oftentimes thefe ferpents are feen afleep

on the furface of the waves ; their faculties are then fo completely abforbed, that our

veffcl paffing by them, notwithftanding the noife it made, and the motion it gave to the

furface, and notwithftanding the conftant clamour of thefailors, failed to awake it from
its fomnolencyv Without doubt, it is at thefe moments of lethargy the unwieldy

iharks are enabled to feize thefe nimble animals ; at leaft, it appears to me difficult to

account otherwife for their taking them. As to the caufe of this deep deep, it is not
unlikely to be that fpecies of ftupor, which, as in many animals of the fame family, is

the accompaniment of digeftion.

Thefe reptiles fwim and dive with equal facility ; oftentimes, when we reckoned to

enclofe them in the nets we threw, they difappeared ; and plunging to confiderable

depth beneath the waves, remained half an hour or longer without alcending again to

the furface, or made their appearance at a very confiderable diftance from the fpot

vhere they funk.

All thele different habitudes, and this varying organization, uniting to diftinguift

pelagic ferpents from terreftrial, I have deemed it proper to rank them asafeparate
family : ftill more particular reafons for this diftinction will be feen in another part of
my works.

While the minds of all were fixed on fo many different objeds, wedifcovered on a
fudden a large number of whales, advancing towards us with that velocity of which thefe

animals are capable. Never before had 1 contemplated fuch a fight. The multitude
gf thefe cetaceous animals, their coloflal fize, their rapid evolutions, the water fpouted

• 131017 inches Engli.Ti, f icto 13 feet, Eiaglifh noeafure.

^ from
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fifom the two holes in their hea^i, all this appeared to me lefs extraordinary, than to fee

thefe powerful leviathans of the deep throw themfelves perpendicularly out of the water,

fupport themfelves, as it were, on the extremity of their tails, difplay their im-
menfe fins, tall back on tile waves, and open, with their inimenfe weight, a
paflage to the abyfs below, in the midd of broken waves, and foam, and fliowers of
ipray. Now a numerous troop of them advanced on a fingle line, feemingly contending
in fupplenefs and velocity : now, on the other hand, ranged in file, they fwam delibe-

rately, alternately diving beneath the furface and re-appearing. Oftentimes they were
noticed to wheel away in pairs, with a mutual complacency, which made me fufped this

the feafon of their loves.

In midft of thefe grand objeds of admiration, the evening appeared to fall with
fpeed unwonted, and when the entrance of night enforced us to call anchor, our at-

tention fUll was fixed on the difport of the whales.

However formidable thefe animals from their dimenfions, the firongth of their fins

,
and their tail, and the rapidity with which they cut the waves, nature has yet oppofed
to them two rivals, and the terrible fword-fifli on thefe fhores wages with them an
implacable and fanguinary warfare. This fouthern fword-fifh materially differs from
that of the north, in having two long fringes or bands of 25 to 30 centimeters long* by
a breadth of from 8 to 10 milHmeterst, and which, placed by the fides of the fword,
towards the middle, float freely in the water. Like that of the north, the fouthern
fword-fifli is fufceptlble of attaining a large fize, and many of them appeared to me no
lefs than 4 or 5 meters | in length. I have before mentioned, in the chapter which
treats of Leuwin's Land, a combat of one of thefe animals with a whale ; we were
prefent again at a fimilar one in the Bay of Sharks. This took place clofe to our
velTel in the night time, the moon then fliining with fplendor. The two adverfaries

feemcd to fight with equal refolution. The whale, cfpecially, made prodigious leaps,

fpouted up water almoll uninterruptedly, and feemed exceedingly fatigued with the
conteft it had to maintain. The ilfue of the combat we were unable to learn, as the two
champions infenfibly got to a difiance.

This extraordinary abundance of whales in the Bay of Sharks, cannot fail one
day to render it of great importance, the fifliing here prefenting as much facility

as advantage. Strangers to every fpecies of attack from man, the whales of thefe

regions, unalarmcd at his prefence, have not yet learned to dread his fliafts ; fuch in-

deed was their difregard of us, that we frequently were apprehenfive of their firiking

againft our boats, as they came to the furface to breathe, immediately clofe to their fides.

Frefli water, unfortunately, is generally, and altogether wanting in this part of
Endraght's land, yet great as this difadvantage, it is not without remedy, for clfewhere

we fliall have occafion to fliew that Captain IIamelin;kvas enabled, with a fingle fiill, to

obtain daily eighty pints of foft water, and thus fupply a confiderable part of thofe

of his fliip s crew who were on the continent. To our (hip-owners, efpeciailv of the

Ifle of France, is it that this untried branch of indulhy promifcs benefit ; and did not
the nature of this work exclude detail on undertakings of this defcription, it would be
eafy for me to prove that there exifls, perhaps, no kind of fpeculation more honourable
or more certainly lucrative ; but, to return to our navigation towards the interior of
the bay.

The 28th of June we ancliorcd oppofite the Ifle Bernler, on which next day I

landed. It is of a narrow, elongated figure, fcarcely fifteen miles long, by a breadth

.• 9j to 13 iuche* Eng,
-f 3 to 4 tenths of an incli Eng. J 13 to 16 feet Enj.

5" 2 of
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of five or fix. Its wcftern coaft, altoj^ethcr cxporod to the fury of the wind fr m foa

is briftled with breakers, againrt which the waves dafh with a frij:;htfiil noife. In front

of its northern extremity is the Utile idet, Koks (Cox), a wild rock joined to the

main nearly by a chain of reefs. All the eaftern fide is indented and craggy ; but

here the waves break with lefs inipetiinfity than in the wcfl: ; on which account it is

eafy enough to land from the little creeks.

The fand of the (hore is quartz mixed with a large portion of calcareous ruins much
attenuated. The fubftance of the ifland even is cotnpofed, in its inferior beds, of a

calcareous flieily freeflune, fometimes \\hitiih, fometiiiics red, depofitcd in horizontal

layers, the thicknefs of which varies from two to three decimeters *, and which, being

extremely uniform in their projeftion, offer for mafon's work ftones already half pre-

pared by nature.

The (liells encrufted in the mafs of thefe rocks, arc almoft all of them univalve ; they

belong moft particularly to the genus natice of M. De Lamarck, and have great aOinity

to the fpecics of natice found alive at the foot of thefe rocks : they, doubtlcfs, have

been petrified nany ages back, for, feparate from their being exceedingly difficult to

extradt from the (tone, in confequence of their clofe adhefion, they are oblerved at

the depth of more than 50 meters f below the prefent level of the fea.

However great the regularity of ihefe layers in general, they ave yet not all of them
homogeneous in their fubfiynce ; there is in particular a variety of fpecies of thtfe rocks

more remarkable in their ftrufture. lliefe are aggregated calcareous pebbles (filiculi),

in fandy, ochrous earth, which adheres to them with fuch tenacity, that thegangue is not

to he feparated from the pebbles but by breaking both. Ail thefe pebbles are of glo-

bular form, and are compofcd of a great number of concentric zones which furround a

kernel confifting of a hard and brownifh freeflone that yields fparks. The different

ftrata round the kernel are but a few millimeters in thicknefs, and have different co-

lours, from a deep red to a bright yellow. The general difpofition of this breccia gives

it a coarfe refemblance to the globular granite of the ifland of Corfica, while, by its

ribbony and concentric beds, it has fomewhat the appearance of the agathes-onyx. It is

moreover fufceptible of poliffi, and might be rendered fubfervient to different objefts

of fervice, or even of luxury.

The beds of freeflone of different kinds conflitute, to fpeak properly, the entire

of this country, but on the rocks themfelves is impofed a ftratum of fand of lefs or
greater depth, which is fpread over the whole ifland, rifing near its edges into a fort

of girdle of very moveable downs, from 20 to 26 meters | high. This fand, fimilar

to that of the fhore, is very calcareous, of an extreme fine grain, which fhould feem to

render it liable to be readily difperfed by the winds, and confequently to caufe the face

of the ifland to be changed according to their caprice and violence. We fliall fpeedily

fee the countcraftion of nature to prevent diforders of this kmd.
The mineralogical account I have fketched of the ifland Bernier applies in the moft

precife manner to the iflands Dorre and Dirk-Hartighs ; what 1 am about to fay of
the animal and vegetable produftions of this ifland is alfo equally applicable :o the

others. Under this point of view, its hilfory in general becomes more iurereflino-,

and is deferving that detail which I have deemed jutl to give of all its conftituent

parts. Let us only add to thefe primary confiderations, that in no part whatever are
any fourccs of fpring water to be found, or any trace of conflant moifture.

On fuch a foil it is of ready conjecture vegetation can but be wretched, and in a

* 7f tor 12 inches Eng. t '^3 feet Eng. f 65 10 i 4 feet Eng.

langui/hing
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langulfliing (late ; ftill it is not fo abfolutely negative as might at firfl: be fufpedted.

In faft, there arc found here a tolerable variety of fmall trees and flirubs, among which
is a kind of fig-tree, the fruit infipid to the tafte, and fcarcely fo large as a walnut

;

two or three fpecies of final! niimofcc, with pleafing and odoriferous flowers, a fmall

melaleuca, fome atriplices, a rumex, &c. ; but of its vegetable prodiiflions there are

three on which a greater ftrefs appears to me requifite to be laid, as the hiflory of thefe

is combined clofely to that of the foil.

The firft of thefe plants is a fpecies of fpinifex, or was at lead efteemed to be h by
our botanifls : it grows in the mofl arid places, forms a fort of turf fometimes of

pretty large extent, which is naturally fpread in a thoufand pleafing forms, prefenting

here long and regular alleys, there a number of fmall wavy paths, here again a

variety of figures more or lefs extraordinary, counterfeiting in fhort the mofl: piflurefque

and varied parterres. This finguUir plant is compofed of an infinite number of leaves,

capillary, radical, feflile, Ititf, and fo fliarp that it is impofllble to touch any of thefe

verdant brambles without being pierced by a thoufand little darts, which remain in

the Ikin, and occafion the moll vexatious pain. The prodigious tenuity of thefe

leaves, or rather thefe thorns, render them fufceptible of a decompofition as rapid as

complete^ and this plant mufl: be regarded as the eifential fource of that fmall quan-
tity of vegetable earth which is foand in fome parts of the ifland.

The fecond fpecies of plants which on thefe fhorcs is worthy of notice for its ex-

traordinary charader, is a mimofa, whofe knotty and ftunted trunk fcarcely rifes to

the height of 7 to lo decimeters * above the foil, but which furnilhes a variety of

branches from 5 to 7 meters f long, horizontally fpread at a finall height from the

ground, and fo tufty and interwoven, that the fmall animals which come to feek for

fhelter in its fliade, are obliged, as we fhall fliortly defcribe, to work themiclves a
covered way through the inextricable labyrinth of branches, leaves, and boughs.

While, by means thus fingular, the vegetable bed gains growth, while the plants

fade on the furface of the earth to brave with more impunity the fury of the tempeft,

and to concentrate in fome meafure the rains and dews beneath their ihade, the mov-
ing downs of fand are found enchained and faftened to their appointment by an
iunncnftly widc-fpread net of living and natural cords. There are floloniferous §
roots of a large fpecies of cyperus, the hard and brittle ftem of which rifes

from 7 to 10 decimeters
||

above the foil, and terminates in a globular ear of the

fize of the filt, and in every part brillling with a long beard. This fpecies of

gramen, which we fliall have occafion again to remark on dilferent points ol" New
Holland, is the more interefting, from its yielding a farinaceous grain like that of

wheat ; but, unfortunately, almoft all the flowers of it are barren, fo that often-

times it happens that fcarcely two or three grains are colle6l:ed from the bulky

ear. Poflibly thefe abortions might ceafe were the plant to be cultivated in a lefs

arid foil ; but without paufing on a matter fo doubtlul, let us be content with noticing

that the acqilifition of this cord-rooted gramen might not be without its utility in

Europe ; and aifurcdly, it would be a circumilance not a little remarkable if the de-

vaftating lands of the neighbourhood of Cadiz iliould ultimately be chained with

fetters brought from the barren fliores of the Aulhalafian continent. M. Riedlc had

27 to ?9 Inchci Englini. t '5i '° -i ^'^'^*'

§ From ri^Ao;, abundance IVnt o\it fioni any thing or plate : ptiliaps in the new coinage of words, one

of more happy i-hoice for llie txprtlTion il is to cunvey, was never fent iVoni tlic mint of I'rairce. Tr .

li
27 to 39 inches Etigli(h.

formed
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formed this ufoful plan ; bur death fcleftcd this eftimable and laborious charader fof

his (irfl victim, and many limilar defigns died with their benevolent author.

There are no inhabitants of the human fpecies on this ifland, nor any convincing

proof of their ever making it a place of refidence, or cafual refort.

The only animal of the mammiferous kind is the ftriped kangaroo *, the fmalled

and moft elegant fpecies of this extraordinary genus of animals peculiar to New-

Holland: it is moft particularly chararterized by the conic form of its body, the

disproportion of its legs, the pocket in front in which it carries its young, &c.

The fpecies in queftion is immediately diftiuguiflicd from the others of its genus

hitherto known, by twelve or fifteen tranfverlal ftripcs acrofs its back, of a (lightly

brownilh red, lefs regular, and lefs diftinft at the upper part of the fhoulders where

they begin, and increafing gradually in dcepnefs of colour and appearance towards

the tail, at the bafe of which they terminate. Thefe flripes are loft on the fides, and

have no cxiftcnce on the belly ; the face of the animal and the feet are of a lightifii

yellow, the abdomen marked by grey but whitifli, the reft of its body of a hare-grey,

varying itsfliade in different animals : the ears of this fpecies are fhorter in proportion

to the fize of ii than in any other of its genus ; the fame may be fiid of its tail, which

is likewife weaker, and which, entirely bare of hair, has much fimilitude to that of a

rat. As to other matters, its form is fimilarly cone-lhaped, the difproportion between

its fore and hind legs is the fame, as is the diftribution of its toes, nails, 5:c. All thefe

details, however, which will be given in the zoologic part of our works, are foreign

to this narrative : it is fufficient I have defcribed the prominent characleriftics of

this pretty animal.

The ftriped kangaroo peoples with its herds the three iflands of Bernier, Dorre, and

Dirk-Hartighs ; but of this fpecies we found none in any part of the continent, or in

any of the iflands which we furveyed in fuccefllon. The fame phenomenon will

hereafter be feen with refpect to all the various fpecies of kangaroos ; that is to fay,

that each fpecies will be feen to exift on fuch and fuch iflands, or on particular por-

tions of land, without any one of them appearing beyond the limits peculiar to its

fpecies.

Deftitute of every means of attack or defence, like all other feeble animals, and

cfpecially like the hare of our climates, the kangaroo is timid, and gentle in extreme.

It is alarmed at the flighteft noife ; a breath ofwind will even make it fly. Hence, notwith-

ftanding their numbers on the ifland Bernier, we found it at firft extremely diflicult to take

them. Within the impenetrable thickets I have defcribed, thefe animals could brave the

activity of our hunters with impunity; and, when they left them, iffued byfome unknown
inlet, and bounded with the utmoft fpeed to another favouring covert, without the hun-

ters being able to conceive how it was pofllble they could penetrate and difappear fo

promptly in thefe mazy flielters ; but foon they difcovered that each of thefe little

thickets had feveral covered ways terminating at the centre, and leaving them a choice

of ifl'ue as circumrtances required. No fooner known was this circumltance than their

deftruction was aflured ; our fportfmen united, and while fome beat the thicket, others

placed themfelves at the feveral entries, fo that the animal, a prey to fuperior guile,

on feeking to efcape, prefented itfelf to almoft inevitable deftruction. fhe flefh of
this animal appeared to us, as it had done to Dampier, much like that of a warren-

rabbit, but far more aromatic, a confequence, no doubt, of its aliment, wh.ch is plants,

idmoft generally odoriferous. It is moft aflTuredly the beft meat we met with

* KuDgurus fafciatus. N.

from
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from the kangaroo, and the acquifuion of this fpecies woulJ be a real benefit to

Europe.

At the time we were on thefc fhores all the females that were full-grown had in

their p(icket a young one of tolerable fize, which they endeavoured to protect with
truly admirable courage ; were they wounded, they fled, carrying their young in this

pocket, and never abandoning it, until overcome with fatigue, and exhaufted with lofs

of blood, they could fupport its weight no longer ; then they flopped, helped the
young one out of the bag, and pointed out to it the fpot where it had the greateft

promife of fecurity : they then continued their flight with what celerity they could
;

did it happen the hunter gave over the chace, or flackened his purfuit, the wounded
mother returned to the thicket which had given its ofi'spring an afylum, called it by
a fpecies of grunting, carefTed it with afleclion, as if to diflipate its fears, made it re-

enter the pocket, and fought, with this precious burthen, ibmc new flielter where the
hunter might not be able to difcover it, or force it from its retreat. Similar were the
marks of intelligence and afteclion thefe poor mothers exhibited when they felt them-
felves mortally hurt : their whole care was laviflied on their young ; far from feeking
to efcape the huntfman, they fuddenly flopped, and their laft elforts were expended
in the prefervation of their young.— Generous felf-devotion, of which the hidory of
animals prefents fo many examples ! and which the human fpecies is fo often reduced
to envy.

During our flay on Ifle Bernier we cavight a number of thefe young animals ; but
the major part, as yet no doubt too weak, did not long furvive their captivity. One
only remained of thefe and became tame ; this animal ate bread with pleafure, and
feemed to relifh exceedingly the fugared water we gave it. The lalf tafle is the

more extraordinary, as on the iflands which thefe animals inhabit there is not any
foft water to be found. This young kangaroo was accidentally killed at Timor : we
felt its lofs the lefs fenfibly, as, having but one of the fpecies, we could not hope to

naturalize it in Europe ; this hrfl attempt, however, proves clearly that the fpecies

in queftion might eafily be tamed, and 1 again repeat, would be a moll valuable ac-

quifition to our parks and yards.

If a few troublefome or injurious animals be excepted, which we fhall notice, all

are rare on the unhappy foil of which we treat ; the clafs of birds, for example, is

confined to wretched cormorants, divers kinds of boobies, petrels, lari, fea eagles, and
oflralegaj*, which far from man and his fliafts, multiply their voracious flights on
thefe unprodudive rocks. The land-birds are the fly-catch(>rs, the fpcckled niagpye,

and a beautiful fpecies of titmoufe, with a blue cohar, which will, as it defervcs, be
further noticed.

The reptiles, confided of a fpecies of lizard f, one of the largcd of that genus, and
the very (hort and large tail of which nrakes the animal appear at firll fight with two
heads ; a beautiful fpecies of tubinambis I i 2 to 16 decimeters long § ; a geeko

|| of
from 10 to 13 centimeters^. The hidory of thefe fpecies, all of which arc new,
will be prefented with the corrcfponding details in the zoological picture of New
Holland.

Perhaps no country in the world abounds more in fifh than the great Bay of Sharks
;

but this abundance is unknown off the fliores of the ifle Bernier. Li the bofom of the

neighbouring havens it is that thefe animals go to feek the calm and aliment they

• Oyilcr-catc'ierd. f Scincus troplcunis. N. J T. Endraclitcnfij

^ 4 to 5 ftct Eiijjlifli.
II
Gecko Dorrccnfcs. N. « 4 to 4 i inches Ervglifk.

7 require ;;
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require; we fiiall mention them at a future occafion. Here all that is necefTary

to fay is, that our fin.ing was ahnofl wholly fruiilcfs, our collections in this department

not havijiR been enriched here by more than ton new fpecies.

In midll of the fea-boat-rocks of the ifland Bernier, inhabit different fpecies of

polypi, fomc of which attain extraordinary fize ; many that I faw were from 9 to 13

decimeters long *, when their arms were extended.

In teftaceous animals, properly fpcaking, thcfc leas were more abundant ;
but, if

mufclcs and oyflcrs be excepted, which delight in rocks and angry waves, all of them

were univalve. In the bottom of the bay, buried in the mud and fand, numerous and

magnificent bivalve animals abound. We fliall at a future period tear_ them from

thefr peaceful beds, but, not to anticipate the natural order of the relation, we (hall

content ourfelvcs with indicating here fome of the mod: remarkable fliell-fifli collcdcd

at the ifle Bernier.

Of all the fpecies of mufcles hitherto known, that which I have difcovered here is

inconteftibly the mod handfome and fplendid : ftripped of its marine coat, it reflecls

all the mofl: vivid colours of the prifm and precious ftones ; it is even dazzling. I

have defcribed it under the head Mytilus effulgens.

From other caufes the oyfter of thefe parts f deferves particular attention ; its in-

ferior valve is a fpecies of greatly lengthened cone, 16 to 19 centimeters
J

long, and

more or lefs regular. Fixed on the rock by its point and one of its fides, it is covered

by a fecond valve, which much refcmbles the fame piece of our oyfter, and which

fervcs as a cover to the lower fhell I fhall next defcribe : the whole depth of the lower

fhell is not filled by the animal ; it is found placed in the upper part of the cone, the

lower part of which is occupied by a number of tranfverfal divifions, much fimilar to

the glalles of a watch, and which are continued to the extremity of the point which

ferves as a fupport to the fhell. Their concave fides are turned upwards, and between

them are vacant fpaccs filled with an aeriform fluid, the nature of which it would have

been worth determining. However fingular this oyft:er-fhell, its inhabitant was not

the lefs delicate, for all united in praife of its excellence.

Among the univalve conchology peculiar to this part of Endraght's land, I mufl

not omit to point out a beautiful fpecies of trochus§, of the moll deep and lively

green : a fpecies of patella which, owing to its fize, I denominated gigantia ; a mag-

nificent volute
II

, fprinkled with white fpots, reprefeniing fo many flocks of fnow, and

above all a cone or rouleau^, about 40 millimeters** long, of a light orange colour,

and diltinguiflied by a band three lines broad, which follows the windings of the fpiral,

and- which, in a fhell newly taken from the water, is of a fplendid blue like the lapis

lazuli. Two fpecies of terreftrial fliclls in aftouifliing abundance cover large fpaces in

the interior of the ifland, but all of them uninhabited ; one was a fpecies of helix, the

other belonged to the genus bulime of M, Lamarck.

The family of cruftacese counts no great number of fpecies on thefe fhores, but of

thefe are two of the genus Fortune of M. Latrcllott » which cover the rocks in myriads.

Some of thefe crabs are but four or five inches long, and the flefh of them is excel-

lent ; on occafion they would furnifli a food equally inexhaufiible and falutary.

Infects in general are not numerous on this ifland, if ants alone be excepted ; of

thefe the number of fpecies is five or fix, and their legions are innumerous. After

* 3 to 4 feet Engli(h. f ORrea fchypfiophillu. N. :]: 6 to 7| inches Eiiglifh.

i Troctius fmarpprdinus. N. !|
Voluta Nivofa. N. •[ Conus dorreenfis. N.

•• i| inch Englifh. ff Portuniis pleuracanthus ct P. Euchtomus. N.

.8 the
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the ants come blattns or kannerelae, one fpccies of which attains confiderable fize.

Of grafshoppers, crickets, &:c. we diftinguiflied fonie curious fpccies. I muft under
this head obferve, that the family orthopteres, which commonly prefer arid and dry
fituations, prefent a great number of fpecies on tlie continent of New Holland, and
that each of them appear to have Angularly multiplied. More than on one occafion
will it occur to us to remark the interefting affinity of the nature of the foil with its

various produftions.

In midfl of the indented rocks I have defcribed live many echini, which are fome-
times very difficult of feparation from the calcareous rock, to which they fcem encrufled.
In the fame fpots dwell feveral fpecies of fea ftars of the genus ophiura ; one
one of thefe * is remarkable for its long arms of from eight to ten inches, articulated,

fragile, and briftled with fmall thorns. From its retreat between the chinks of the
rocks this animal ftretches to a diftance its long tentaculce, and ufes much dexterity
in feizing its prey, and dragging it to its little cave. A fecond fpecies of ophiuraf
(hone during the night like a beautiful ftar, by means of five glands or tubercles
placed on its difk.

In the clafs of folid zoophytes, befides fome fpecies of millipora:, is a branching
madrepore from fix to feven inches high, the extremity of which is diftinguifhed, when
in a frefli flate, by an extreme lively and pure i*ofe colour.

From all the obfervations I haveprefented in the zoology of the ifland Bernier,and the
fea by which it is beaten, there refults that the terreftrial animals are few, and, except the
kangaroo, all of them either troublefome or injurious ; that the fea on the contrary is

remarkably fecund, ami that from the bulky whale to the microfcopic polypus, the
whole of the claffes of the animal reign have numerous and interefting families ; and
when, in another part of this relation, we fhall have indicated the various produdions
of the great gulf at the entrance of which we now halt, it will without doubt b":

granted, that fewfeas have been more lavilhly endowed by nature than thofe which
bound their fliores.

M. Peron here defcribes the dangers he ran in his refearches on the ifland, from
lofing his way, and from falling afleep where a boat was fent to brin^ him on board ;

he commemorates likcwife the kindnefs and afteftion of Lieutenant Picquet, who
even ventured to difobey his orders, by continuing his fcarch beyond the time by which,
if he fhould not find him, he was ordered to return, and leave him behind. This nar-
rative, as of inferior intereft, is pafled to refume the thread of the relation.

In the mean time the Naturalifte not making its appearance, our commander re-

folved on proceeding farther into the Bay of Sharks in fearch of it, and there to

await its arrival. In this view we weighed anchor on the 30th of June. We made but
little way during the day, throughout the whole of which we fteered amidft iuimenfe

fnoals of fifli, of which, as we failed along, we caught great numbers. All the fpe-

cies were new, and belonged to the genera labrte, balilla:, cones, oftracions, cheto-

donae, &c. The whole evening alio we diflinguiflied an enormous quantity of whalcj--,

many of which came very near to our (hip. We likewife faw many fea-ferpents five

or fix feet in length.

At length, on the 2d July, we anchored in Dampier's Bay, on the north of a point

of land, which, like the previous navigators, we confidered an ifiand, but which
M. L. Freycinet, as will hereafter appear, found to be a confiderable peninfula.

Scarcely were we anchored, before the fky was involved in big clouds, and on the

• Ophiura teliAcs. N. f Ophiura phofphoria. N.
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fuccccding day, the 3d, we were aflailed by fo violent a florm, that we were obliged

to weigh anchor precipitately, to make for the north, where we had proceeded the

day before. This hurricane caufed us to run great hazards the whole of the night be-

tween the 3d and 4th ; as, to avoid the weflern ifles, we threw ourfelves among the nu-

merous banks of the caflern coaft, between which we were conflrained to lufF up until

dav-light. In one tack, by the velVel not anfwering the helm, we were on the point

of flriking on the point of the high banks, which forms the northern boundary of

Dampier's bay.

Fortunately this florm was as fhort of duration as it was violent ; and the next day,

4th of July, finding ourfelves oppofite to the ifle Bernier, our commander again cafl:

anchor, determined to await there the junction of the Naturalise, which we cxpeded

ilaily to take place. In confequence of this refolution, two tents were ereded on the

back of the downs, defigned, one for the naturalifts and the aftronometer, the other for

the commander himfclf.

On the 6th at day -break, I proceeded towards the weftern coaft of the ifland, which,

more fheltercd from the fury of the winds, feemed to promife a numerous and, impor-

tant collection, nor was I in this point deceived ; but, as if the ifle Bernier was deftined

to be conftantly fatal to me, I ran the greateft poflible rifk of being buried in the waves.

After having travcrfed the fea-fliore for a long time, without being able to find the

beautiful fpecies of trocha;, patellae, cones, and volutes, I have before defcribcd, other

than dead, I refolved to pafs a dangerous reef which projected into the fea, in the

fmuofities of which I hoped to meet with living fhell-fifli. There were there abundance

of thefc indeed, but while mofl: intent on difengaging them from the rock, a big wave
flruck with fuch force over the ridge of the reef, as to bear me with it againft the rocks

contiguous : my deaths in an initant were torn to pieces, and I was covered with

wounds and blood. 1 collected my felf notwithftanding, and exerting all my flrength,

clung firmly to a point of the rock, and thus avoided being borne away>by the returning.

wave, which without doubt would have been my deltruction. Leaving now the fea, I

dragged n^yl'elf along to the Oiore, which I had no fooner gained, than I fainted from

pain and lofs of blood. In this (late I remained till night, without power to refume my
way to the tents. My right knee ei'pecially was fo painful, and fo much cut, that it

feemed to meimpofiible I fiiould be able to walk ; but gradually the pain abated, and
I plucked up courage ; a large fire, which I diftinguifhed on the fummit of a down of

fand, ferved to direfl: my lleps, and by midnight I rejoined my companions.

Seeing me covered with contufions and wounds, and bathed in blood, many of my
friends were afteded to tears, and even the commander himfelf feemed to feel for my
deplorable fituation. I was fliortlv after attacked with fever, pretty ftrong at firft, but
the chief of my wounds turning out to be of little confequence, I was foon in condition,

if not to refume my excurfions, yet to make a curious feries of obfervations and experi-

ments on the relative temperature of the atmofphere, and the interior of the earth, at

different hours of the day and night. The refuh will with additional interefl appear in

fpeaking of the inhabitants of Endraght's land and their fingular dwellings.

In the mean time all our labours advanced towards their clofe ; the altronomer had
determined by numerous obfervations the pofition of the iflands on which we were en-
camped ; MeiTrs. BouUanger and Mauronard, in a long and tirefome excurfion, had
furveyed the entire eaftern coall ; and by one of my colleagues and myfelf the whole
of the productions of the foil had been collefted. Nothing therefore detained us longer
on thefe fhores but the Naturalifle, and ftill this fhip did not make its appearance ; it

was requilite at length we fliould give up expecting her j and the 12th July, in the

morning,,
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morning, we weighed anchor to purfue our examination northward of Endraght's

land.

On the fame day we doubled a large cape which forms the north-eafl point of the bay

of Sharks, and which has the appearance of an enormous baftion ; we called it Cape

Cuvicr in memory of a learned naturalifl: of that name.

In the night, between the 14th and 15th of July, we pafled the tropic of Capricon for

the fourth time ; the thermometer was from 16° to 18° *, the barometer from 28'' 1'

to cS'' 3'. The portion of land we coafted, like the reft of thefe unpleafmg Ihores,

was naked, fterile, low, uniform, fandy, and wettilh. The 1 5th, at noon, we were in

latitude 22* 17' fouth, 110° 46' eaft of Paris.

From the iSth to the 22d we had fight of the river King William, which in no re-

fpeft is deferring of the importance that, from the ancient charts of this part of New
Holland, one would feel inclined to give it. The opening of it is narrow, barred by

Tufs. and embarraflcd by rocks ; and the direction it feems to affeci: inclines me to

imagine that, like all the other pretended rivers of this continent, it is only a fort of

cliaimcl by which the waters of the fea penetrate a greater or lefs depth in land. More-

over, at its mouth, no fenfible difference is obfervcd in the colour of the waves ; in

croffing it no current is experienced ; and the continent in this part prefents the fame

pidure of barrennefs and monotony to whicli I have had fo often to advert.

The fame may be faid of the north- weft cape of New Holland, which we defcried the

22d July and which we denominated Cape Murat. In front of this important cape a

pretty extenfive reef is projected, againft which the fea breaks with violence. On the

north, and, as it were, on the fame line, fcven fandy, low, and barren iflands prefent

themfelves, called the Iflands Rivoli, in memory of the celebrated victory of that name.

Thefe iflands are inconfiderable, the largeft of them not exceeding three leagues in

length ; but they are very eafy for navigators to reconnoitre, and their pofition in front

of Cape Murat renders them of importance.

Immediately beyond the cape, and the iflands I have juft defcribed, begins De Witt's

Land, a new theatre of troubles and perils which we are about to pourtray in the

fucceeding chapter.

CHAP. VII.— De Witt's Land.

([From the 23d July to the 16th Auguft iSci.]

UNDER the name of De Witt's Land is generally comprized all that part of New
Holland which, from the north-weft cape extends to the north cape of this vaft con-

tinent, thus comprizing ten degrees nearly of latitude by fifteen of longitude. It was

difcovercd, according to common opinion, by William do Witt, a Dutch navigator, who

gave it his name ; but the epoch of this difcovery is uncertain ; fome ftatc it to havp

taken place in 1616, others in 1623, or even 1628. In this laft year alio it is that

Vbncn is reputed to have been wrecked on this coaft. In 1669 Dampicr appeared off

thefe fliorcs ; but repulfed by fimilar obftacles, which will be feen to have multiplied

thcmfolvts around us, he was obliged to abandon them. At length, in 1705, three

Dutch rtiips were expedited from Timor to reconnoitre De Witt's Land, and that of

Van Diemen on the north ; but this laft voyage never having been publifhed, all cir-

cumftanccs rclathig to it remain unknown -j it appears, however, that to this laft under-

• 6oy* to 64^" of Fahrenheit.

5 1 2 taking
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taking arc owing the details, exceedingly inexaft, from which this part of New Holland

is laid down in the common maps. From that epoch a century has elapfed without any

European (hip having been fcen in thefe fcas, and Ihortly it will appear that it was not

without rcafon that navigators have kept at a diftancc from thefe dangerous fhores.

Tke 23d July we palled within fight of a low and barren ifland, about three leagues

in length, called Hermit Ifland, from the brave orticcr in the navy of that name.

From the 2 >1 to the 25th we had flagging winds and dead calms, which did not ad-

mit of our making much progrefs, and the currents carried us far enough from the

Ihorc to prevent our having fight of it. The temperature of the fea at its furface was

then 20° of Reaumur*, and multiplication went on rapidly in itsbofom. Independent,

in fad, of a prodigious number of medufce, falpa-, porpites, &c. we were furroundeJ

by fifh of dilFeren't kinds, efpcciaily balifia:, chxtodons, clupca:, &c. which muft be

placed at the hpad of equatorial fifh. Large fliarks were feen at every inftant about

the fhip, and every where whales and turtles in profufion. We likewife diifinguifhed

two new fpccies of fea-ferpcnts, the one from eight to ten feet (Knglifh) in length, o!;

a green colour, fpotted with red and brown ; the other, from three to four feet long,

of a duller green, was dillinguilhed by large yellow and black fcales on its back.

The 27ih^we had fight of a fmall archipelago, which we called Foreltier's Archi-

pelago, in honour of the chief of the firll divifion of the minillry of marine. Thefe

iflands, which we afterwards examined with greater exactitude, are at a fliort diflance

from thofe of Rofemary, and the Archipelago of Dampier. We reckoned fix princi-

pal ones, the largefl but from three to four leagues in length : they appear to be gene-

rally low and fterile, like thofe of Rivoli ; one of them, however, defignated the

Ifland Depuch, and which lays in latitude 20° 35' 30'' fouth, longitude 115" 12' 50'''

ead of Paris, prcfented itfelf under fuch a particular appearance, that the commandcr
thought right to examine it with greater nicety. For this purpofe M. Ronfard fet off

in the long boat. Vainly did the naturalifts requeft to be put on fliore, not one could

obtain this permiflion. ISI. Ronfard returned by ten the next morning ; he related

that Depuch Ifland was only from four to five miles long ; that a boat can readily land ;

and that from diflerent marks of the tides upon the rocks, the greatefl difference ot ,

high and low water appeared to be 26 feet (Englifli).

By the mere appearance of this ifland we could dilcover that its charafter and nature

were different from all we had hitherto feen. In fad, the land was higher, the figure

of it more marked, and proportionately as we advanced this difference became more
evident. Inffead of thofe uniform coalfs prel'enting no point, no eminence whatever, on

this ifland were feen pointed and folitary rocks, which like fo many needles feemed to ffart

from the furface. The whole ifland was volcanic, prifms of bafalt, generally peniffidrU;,

heaped one upon the other, and rnoft commonly lying on their angles, conftituted its

entire mafs. There th-ev arofe like walls of hewn ftone ; here they prefented them-

fclvcs in form of a pavement, fimilar to the Giant's Caufeway, fo much renowned.

In fome parts, excavations were feen, of various depths ; here the water, which
ran from neighbouring parts, uniting, formed a kind of fountains, in which our

feamcn n\et with fome excellent water of ferruginous nature. In thefe fpots,.

more moift than others, vegetation was rather adive, and about them grew fome hand-
forr.e ffirubs, with trees of higher fize, which formed very pleafing groves ; the reft

of the ifland, with a different difpofition, prefented likewife as different a perfpective ;,

• 6S° of Fahr«ahfit.

among:
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among thcfe heaps of lava, piled in the riideft diforder, a genera! flerillty reigns ; and
the black colour of the volcanized rocks added to the mournful and monotonous
afped of the little ifland. Walking is attended with difficulty on account of the

balaltic prifms which, horizontally difpofed, prefent their angular and I'alicnt edges
vertically. " The colour of this bafalt," fays my intcrefling friend Depuch, who
poirclTc'd diflerent fpccimens of it, " is grey, inclining to blue ; its texture is very clofe,

'its grain fine, and in appearance like petro-filex ; biilliant lamina, irregularly difpofed,

are difleminated throughout the whole mafs ; without acids it does not efFervefce, nor
does it fenfibly anfwcr the magnet ; its exterior has fufiered fome change, produced by
ferruginous panicles : this dccompofition docs not commonly extend to a greater depth

than a line or two."

M. Roiifard imagines there is ground for conjcclure, from the general conformation

and colour of the neighbouring portion of the continent, that it is of fimilar volcanic

nature. This would, without doubt, have been an objeci of the more confequence to

verify, from nothing volcanic in New Holland having hitherto been noticed, and from
our having, until this inltant, met with nothing of this kind ; but our commander,
without any concern for a phenomenon which yet has important relation to the geo-
graphy of this part of New Holland, ordered the continuance of our courfe.

Depuch Ifland is the moil eaftern of the clufter that forms the archipelao-o of
Foreilier, and is one of the fmaik-fl:, but its volcanic conllitution gives it a prominent
characler. It is not commonly inhabited ; but the favages from the main land may
poffibly vifit it occafionally, as M. Ronfard Ibund traces of fires formerly kindled on
the ground, and fractures of bafalt recently eiieded, which appeared to be the refult

of human exertion. Only one quadruped was fec7i, which at a diflance appeared to be
a dog ; a conjecture rendered more probable from that fpecics being fpread over every

point of the neighbouring continent. One of our failors, indeed, thought he diilin-

guiihed a kangaroo, of a fmall fpecies. The only birds were fome fly-catchers, and
fea-fowl. A grey ferpent was brought thence, fix feet long, of the genus boa. hifects

were numerous, of the genera ant, grafshopper and cricket, and efpecially a fmall kind

of fly, which from its fwarms was fingularly troublefome to our people. Among the

Jhell-fiih muft be noticed a beautiful fpecies of pyrula: ', elegantly adorned with fmall

aurora-coloured fpots.

Behind the archipelago of Forreftier the continent feemed to be deeply indented ;

the bay between the lands we termed Forefiier Bay. The 28th July, at five in the

evening, we difcovercd a pretty extenfive bank, which we had much dilficulty to avoid ;

the fea broke againft it with violence, and the foundings diminiOiod fo rapidly, as

we approached it, that in a few indants they gave lefs than eight fathoms. We called

this bank the Shoal of the Geographe.

The fame day we had fight of land at different points : the points appeared to us

even lefs elevated than thole obferved the day before ; and, notwithflanding we werti

only in ten fathoms water, fcarccly could we perceive thorn from the deck. We, how-

ever, at intervals of fpace dillinguifhcd feveral large columns of fmuke, which fatif-

fied us ol the prefence of man on thefe melancholy (hores.

, The 3o;h, in 19° 33' fouth, longitude 116° 31' 45' ea!l of Paris, wo difcovercd a

low and fandy ifland, which we called lile Bedout, in honour of the brave otHcer of

that name, v.ho on board Le Tigre fupported one of the mod glorious combats the

French navy can boait.

• Pyrula Eofpi'la. N.

The
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The 3 1 fl we again had fight of land, which however, on account of the fha Ilow water,

we were obliged to make from. It perfectly rcfemblcd that of the day before, aiid

was fcarcely apparent as a thin blue line on the furfacc of the fea : here alfo we dif-

tinguifhed finoke.

The lit Augufl we experienced a pretty violent ftorm, during which I had occa-

fion to obfcrve medufa; of prodigious dimenfions ; the majority were not lefs than

two feet and a half (Englifli) in diameter, and weighed from fifty to fixty pounds.

INIany fpccics of the famegenus funiilhcd us with obiervations valuable for the hillory

of the phofphorefcence of the fea.

At this period, we were in 1
8° of fouth latitude, and confequently within the equa-

torial regoris ; flill the temperature we experienced in thcfe feas fcarcely exceeded ii-om

14° to 17° of Reaumur*, which gives a mean inferior to that we had experienced in

a correfponding northern latitude. The barometer, on the other hand, kept at 28" 2'

to 28'' 3', giving a mean much higher than was obferved in correfponding latitudes

on the other fide of the line.

On this occafion alfo we confirmed by experiment a valuable remark of Dampier

on the atmofpheric variations of thefe climates : pretty ftrong winds prevailed from

midnight till fix in the morning, blew with violence during part of the day, began

to fall towards evening, and till towards midnight degenerated into a perfect calm.

Thefe fingular circumltances, attendant on the meteorology of thefe feas, add greatly

to the danger of reconnoitring the land, at leaft in the feafon of the year we were

there.

Similar is the character of conftant fcrenity in the atmofphere of thefe regions.

Never, in fact, did the heavens appear to us more clear, or lefs loaded with vapours

and moifture. Nor had this phenomenon efcaped the celebrated navigator I have jufl

noticed. " Ever fince our departure from the Bay of Sharks," fays Dampier, " we
conftantly had fine weather, nor was it hafly to leave us ; the fky was ferene, and not

a finglc cloud was vifible." I merely point out thefe meteorological obfervations in

this place ; in another, we fhall fee them identified in a curious manner with the phy-

fical hiftory of the great continent of New Holland.

The 3d of Augufl;, we failed all day in a very fhallow water, without, however,

feeing land even by night-fall, which induced our captain to purfue his courfe towards

it ; but at ten o'clock, the appearance of a great fire on the coafl gave us notice of

the imminent danger we hazarded. We immediately tacked, and laid by for the

night.

The 4th we were conftantly in fight of land, but were obliged to keep at confider-

able diftance from it on account of the fhallownefs of the water ; oftentimes, in fad:,

the lead gave but eight, feven, fix, and even five fathoms, which at length obliged

us to anchor. The land we had in fight, although generally low, uiriform, fandy,

and whitifli, feemed notwithftanding rather lefs fl;erile than any which we had hitherto

examined, and the back of the downs was pleafingly marked by a curtain of verdure

and flirubs. Proportionate to the fuperior fertility of thefe more favoured fhores,

apparently, was their greater population, at leaft if a judgment of it could be formed
from the multiplicity of fires kindled on the coaft, which, from their extent, prefented

the appearance of a foreft on fire. The coaft in this part, as we fhall prefently fee,

forms a lar^e bay which we called Laplace Gulf, from the illuftrious learned man of

that name, to whom phyfics and aftronomy are indebted for fo many ufeful and valu-

able difcoveries.

* 57t° to 62J* of Fahrenheit.

The
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The 5th, we difcovered a new groupe of fmall iflands, fandy, but covered with fome
verdure ; we called them Lacepede Iflands. Thefe iflands, of which we fliall have to

fpeak further in another place, confifl: of four principal ones, fituate at but little dif-

tance from jhe continent ; the largeft is three leaugucs in length : they fpread

from north to fouth on a line nearly twelve leagues in extent. The pofition of the

/hip at noon was 16° 4.3' 30* fouth, longitude 1 19° 33' 30^ eafl. In front of Lacepede
Iflands, projecls a very long chain of reefs, and immenfe banks of fand which we
denominated the Banks of Whales, on account of the vail number of thcfe animals

we faw. We likewife perceived all day long large flioals of mollufciE, a number of

fifh and many fea-ferpents. Our collection was increafed by feveral Ipecics of each of

thefe claiTes of animals-

North of Lacepede Iflands, appeared a large whitifli cape named by us Cape Borda,
"

from the learned geometrician of that name, who, by perfecting the reflecting circle,

hasjufl: claim on the gratitude of navigators of all countries. Cape Borda lies in

16" 36' S., long. 120" 8' E. of Paris.

The 7th Augufl; we found ourfelves at very little dillance from the fhore -., it ap-

peared to us extremely low, fl:erile, and fandy : the hind forms here a fmall bay of

tolerable depth, which we termed Berthoud Bay, from the couimendable artilt to whom
the navy (of France) owes its beft chronometers.

The north point of this bay is formed by a very large cape, called by us Cape
MoUien : here the coafl: fuddenly takes a direction more towards the caft.

In front of Cape Mollien a fmall iiland is feen, and with it feveral banks of fand,

which we diftinguiflied very near us on the 8th ; the Ifle and Banks of the Geographe
is the defignation we gave them, from the name of the fliip deitined to publifli the

difcovery of them to Europe.

The 9th and i oth of Augufl; we pafled by an archipelago of iflands and iflets,

termed Champagny Archipelago ; all the iflands of which it is compofcd are flcrile

and whitifh ; the major part are of whimfical and pidurefque conformation ; one of

them efpecially was remarkable from its perfect refemblance of a bowl turned down-
wards. We called it Freycinet. It is eafily diflinguifhed from the others, not only

by its fmgular form, but likewife by its elevation, fuperior to that of the reft. Not
far from this ifland is another, which prefents the appearance of the ruins of an immenfe
edifice ; Lucas was the name beflowcd on it, in honour of the captain ot the fliip who,

in the Redoubtable, did himfelf fo much honour contending with the Victory. Some
other iflands of this archipelago received the denominations Forbin, Conunerfon,

Aguefl'eau, Du Guefelin, &:c.

The whole of thefe iflands ai-e fmall, the largefl not exceeding thrce leagues in

length, while fifteen or fixtecn that we enumerated fcarcely furpaffed half a league.

The continent, which faintly fliewcd itfelf beyond the iflands, contimicd fterile, and

fatiguingly uniform. The feas here are conftantly well flocked with fifli, and in-

creafed our collections by feveral fpecics of baliltae, chittodons,. lophi, pelagic cruf-

tacese, and foft zoophytes.

The 11th, in lat. 14° 47' 50" S., long. 122* ii' 32' E. of Paris, we difcovered a

new groupe of iflands, in front of which we anchored. An officer immediately left

'the fliip to reconnoitre the coafl: more nearly, and find a place fit for the debarkation
j

but in vain did he fail along thefe formidable iflands for feveral hours, he found them

at evorv point defended by long chains of rocks, againlt which the fea beats impetu-

oufly, and which had no vacancy or paflage between them. The number of thefe

iflands is ten or twelve, and they form part of the great archipelago of the north-weft,

\z which
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which we fliall fliortly more fully particularize ; they were termed the iflands

D'Arcole, and the more remarkable among them received the appellations Colbert,

Bufl'on, Deflaix, KerauJen, Bernoulli, &c. &:c.

While at anchor off the iflands Arcole, the difference of foundings (hewed that the

tide here rifes from 20 to 25 feet, which confirms the obfervatiou made by M. Ron-

fard in the ifland Depuch, and agrees with the account of Dampier. This

celebrated navigator was on the point, as is known, of falling a facrificj to thefe ex-

traordinary tides, his veflel grounding in the very fpot where the day before he had

found five fathoms water. I'his circumftance adds greatly to ths danger ofr.avigating

thefo Teas, and fcems to be the chief caufe of the violent cunents experienced here.

The 1 2th, wc continued along the great archipelago, the firft points of which we re-

cognized the day before : it oficrs, collcclively, the mofl whimfical and mofl wild ap-

pearance. In every quarter iflands arii'e under a thoufand fliapes, fandy, barren, and

white ; feveral refemble immenfe antique toinbs ; fome appear conneded by chains of

reefs ; others are defended by large fand-bunks ; all, likewife, that can be dilliiiguiflied

of the continent, has the fame hideous afpect of (lerility, the fame monotonous colour

and conftitution.

In midfl; of thefe numerous iflands nothing fmiling appears; the foil is naked ; the

burning fliy fliews itfelf always clear and void of clouds ; the waves are never agiiated

fave by the nodural gales of which I have fpoken : the human race feems to avoid thefe

ungracious fliores ; at lead, we faw no traces of the habitation of man, or even of his

having occafionally frequented them. The feaman, appalled as it were at the frightful

folitude, affailed by dangers ever renewed, is aftoniflied, and turns away his aching fight

from fuch unhappy fhores ; and when he refleds that thefe inhofpitable iflands border,

I may fay, on thofe of the great archipelago of Afia, iflands in which nature has laviflily

poured out her treafures and her blefllngs, he finds it difficult to conceive how fuch

perfcd fterility can have an exiftence by the fide of the moll overflowing fruitfulnefs.

In vain does he feek for the real elements of this oppofition in the ordinary laws of
nature ; neither can he fathom them, nor form the leafl: conjedure. But this is not

the only phenomenon, fingular in its kind, which the phyfical conftitution of New Hol-
land prefents ; we fliall find equal fubjeft for aftonifliment and meditation in each of the

different parts of the hifl;ory of this great continent.

The 13th Augufl:, we continued through the archipelago, fucceflively pafllng from
fifteen to twen»^y iflands, of greater orlefs dimenfions, but abfolutely the fame as thofe

of the previous day, and to which we gave the defignations, Forbin, William Tell,

Suffrcn, Berthier, Tournefort, Corvifart, Juflieu, &c., as in the chart.

The 14th, we continued pretty clofe along the land, which apparently forms part of
this archipelago ; it was bordered every where by reefs and breakers, againfl which the
fca dafties v;ith violence, -riring in long foaming flieaves.

Objcdas Salfa fpumant afpergine cautes. Virg. JEsiio-

Never before had a fight fo afl;onifliing come under our notice. " Thefe breakers,"
fays M. Boullanger in his journal, " form in appearance feveral lines parallel to the
coaft, and but little diftant one behind the other ; above them the waves rife, fuc-
ceflivcly dafliing with fury, and forafpace of nearly fifteen leagues prefent one horrible
cafcade !" We fleered at this time between banks, where oftentimes the plummet
gave but fix fathoms water, then even, when we were feveral leagues from and perfedly
out of fight of land. At noon we had a dead calm, and the currents bearing us to-

wards the reefs, we let fall an anchor, and kept where we were until 1 1 at night. It

iy v.a?
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was not until after we had anchored that we were fenfible of the previous imminent

peril of our fituation ; we then difcovered that the currents, in the direftion of the hor-

rible ledge I have defcribed, ran two knots an hour. This part ofNew Holland is truly

frightful : all the iflands of it that we fawwere (hockingly fterile ; ofthefe the moffc

confiderable received their names from Mollein, Dupleix, Monge, La Place, Qaflini,

&c. &c.

Through the whole of the 1 5th we continued our navigation between fhallows and

fand banks, obliged to tack repeatedly, and only efcaping one danger to encounter

another.

Still, dangerous as this navigation, it did not derange M. Lefueurand myfelf from our

•ordinary occupations ; and this day was commemorated by an important difcovery, that

of a new genus of fifh, (Baliftapodus Wittenfis N.) allied to that of the baliftse, but dif-

fering in the total abfence of a ventral fin : this lad charaderiftic forms the firft type:

of a new order in the ichtyological fyltem of my mailer, the illuftrious Lacepede. This

celebrated naturalift, in faft, has not confined himfelf, in his general clalFification of tifli,

to prefenting all the fpecies hitherto known ; but, rifing to more general and philofu-

phical confiderations, he has compared all the chief relations of the organization of thefe

animals, and determined all the poffible combinations of the principal exterior organs.

Analyzing, then, all the combinations hitherto known, he deduced the exiflence, or at

leaft prefumed on the poflibility of the exigence, of thofe which till then remained

without a type or diflinction in nature ; and from that inftant, foreftalling time and

expenence, he ventured to fix in tables the pofition which each of thefe unknown
groupes fliould occupy on foine future day. His grand work on Fifties was not yet

finifiied, and already were his bold conceptions realized.

On the 1 6th there fprung up a vei-y flrong gale from the eaft-fouth-eaft, which obliged

us to anchor at day-break, and which continued until the i8th : but already had we
terminated our exploration of the north-weft archipelago. It was denominated the

Archipelago Buonaparte, in honour of the firft magiftrate of our country, the augufl

patron of our expedition.

At this epoch alfo the great privations to which we were fubject prefled heavily on
us ; the deteftable food we had been reduced to, fince our departure from the Ifle of

France, had fliaken the conditution of the moft robuft ; the fcurvy already exercifed

its ravages, and preyed on feveral of our mariners : fad prefage of the misfortunes this

malady was doomed one day to occafion ! Our ftock of water was near exhauftion, and
we had acquired the pofitive certainty of being unable to recruit it on thefe fliores. The
epoch of the change of the monfoon was at hand, and the hurricanes which accompany
jt were not to be awaited on fliores like thefe ; finally, we were in want of a new long

boat, and felicitous of cffecling a re-union with the Naturalifte. Thefe united confider-

ations determined the commander to finifji his further examination of De Witt's Land,
with the large archipelago Buonaparte, in latitude 13° 15'fouth, longitude 123' 30^ call

of the meridian of Paris.

CHAP. VIII. — Refukncc at Timor.

[From the 18th of Auguft to the 13th of November iSoi.]

SCARCF.LY yet had two days elapfed fince our departure from the arid flioros of

New Ilollantl, and already the lofty mountains of Timor were diilinguiflied. Three tiers

of frowning mountains, rifing in a line with the length of the iiland, formed a triple am-
phitheatre, the laft llagcs of which, projected into the country, appeared the moft

VOL. XI. c K elevated.
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elevated. Thefe mountains, notwith {landing their huge dimenfions, prcfented a gentle

Hope ; their proceflion was regular and uniform, and their broad fumniits were gi-a-

duated infcnfibly by gentle undulations, which terminated with the fliores of the ocean.

All the backs of thefe mountains were covered with vigorous vegetation ; the valleys

all were covered with tlic verdure of deep forefls, above the other trees ofwhich in every

part were feen the elegant fumniits of the cocoa-palm, ofarecas, and lataniers, the

benignant livery of equatorial climes.

Soon had we palTed the coafts of Amaraffi, and found ourfelves at the opening of the

ftrait formed by Timor and the illand Rotti, (Pooloo Rctti) an ifland ftill more cele-

brated for the beauty of its women than for its mines of copper. On the zifl of Au-
gufl, in the morning, we paffed this (trait ; afterwards doubling the northern point of

the fmall ifland Landoo, (Pooloo Landoe) which, in common charts, as well as feveral

others, is confounded with Rotti ; we difcovered the entrance of a fecond ftrait formed

by the ifle Simao, (Pooloo Semawoo) as it bends towards the weftern promontory of

Timor. At two, we cafl; anchor in the middle of this ftrait, and oppofite to a pretty bay

belonging to the ifle of Simao. A fite more delightful and pidturefque than that we
now enjoyed would perhaps be difficult to find : furrounded on all fides by land, we
feemed in midft of a charming lake ; fifli of the moft varied fpecies and livelieft co-

lours, peaceful inhabitants of its waves, were vaftly multiplied in its bofom ; and on

whatever fide the eye was directed, it was greeted by the perfpedive of the moft pro-

fufe fertility. How great the confraft between thefe and the neighbouring fliores, h
monotonous and fterile, ofNew Holland !

Asfoon aswe had caft anchor, M.H. Freycinctfet off" with the larger boat for Coopang,

(Kupang) the chief eftablifhment of the Dutch at Timor. He was deputed to prefent

our paflport to the governor, and obtain a pilot to condud us to the anchorage of the

bay of Babao, on the fouthern fide of which the town of Coopang is placed". This

gentleman did not return till the fucceeding day : he informed us, that his requeft had

experienced at firft fome oppofition from the king of thefe countries, who, knowing

nothing of our nation, confounded us with our enemies the Englifh. This officer like-

wife informed us, that the ifland abounded greatly in provifions and refreftiments of every

kind, which could be obtained at a very moderate price.

The pilot who came with him was a Frenchman, a native of Bourdeaux, and can-

nonier in the fervice of the Dutch company, who had, for the laft twelve or fifteen

years, refided in thofe diftant regions. He related to us, that the Englifli having ren-

dered themfelves maftcrs of the ifland fome years before, by their violence and rapine,

had induced the inhabitants to take up ai-ms againft them ; that Fort Concord, into

which they withdrew, being carried by affault, 70 or 80 Engliflimen were butchered,

and devoured by the ferocious Malays ; that ever fince the moft implacable hatred

fubfiftcd throughout the whole Malay nation towards the Englifli, and whatever re-

riiindcd them of thefe conquerors.

"While our former countryman was giving us thefe details, we were employed in

raifmg the anchor ; and foon as this was a-peak, we made fail to leave the ftrait of

Simao for the road of Coopang. " Nothing can be conceived," fays M. Boullanger

in his journal, and with great truth, " more pleafing than the fliort navigation between

Timor and Simao : tlie channel is but two leagues wide ; fo that at an equal diftance

from the two iflands both fliores are diftinftly feen. Every cape we doubled produced

a novel profpect, cunftantly different from the preceding, but as conftantly delightful

and romantic." At iisven we anchored in the road of Coopang, oppofite Fort Concord.

The next dav, 23d of Auguft, we went in a body to pay our firfl vifit to M. Lof-

8 ftett,



VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS. 803

ftett, the governor-general of the ifland Timor, and the archipelago dependent upon
it : he received us with the greatefl kindnefs, and proffered us every afliflance we rnio-hr

require. On the fame day, two large houfes were fet apart for us ; in one of thefe

our commander took, up his abode with the aflronomer, the geographer, Meffrs. Petit

and Lcfueur ; while the other was made the relidence of all the naturaliics.

Behold us now at one of the moft remarkable asras of our voyage. No country per-

haps is more intcrefting, and, at the fame time, few lb little known as the great ifland

I'imor. Situate in midftof the equatorial regions, covered with the moft ufeful vege-
tables, and the mod precious animals, intermediate between New Holland and the other
iflands of the great arcliipelago of Afia, it prefents, in its atmofpherical and geological

conftitution, in its different produdions, and in its phyfical and political revolutions,

important fubjeds of enquiry and meditation. There are found united three diflinct

races of men, who, plactd on the fame fhores at a period loft in the night of time, offer

ihemfelves to the obf^rver, even at the prefent day, with all the primiiive character of
the ancient people to which they feverally owe their origin.

To the firft of thefe races belong the Aborigines, driven now into the interior of the

country ; ftiil ftningers to almofl all focial uiftitutions, ftill armed with the bow, the

arrow, and club of Carnouny ; fworn enemies of the Malays, fwift of foot, inhabitants

of the hollows of rocks, or the deep ffiades of the forell, living wholly on fruits and
the fpoil of the chace ; ever in arms, ever at war, either among themfelves or with the

Malays, ferocious in r.U their appetites, in all their habitudes, anthropophagi, as it is

faid, and combining all the character of the true negro race, having ffiort, woolly, and
crifp hair, black complexion, &c.

The fecond dais of inhabitants is formed of the Malays, with long hair, and of a red

copper colour : defcendcd from thofe ferocious inhabitants of Malacca, conquerors,

at an early date, of the great Afiatic archipelago, the men of this race ftill prefer\-e an
independent charafter, and with it the audacity and loftinefs of their anceftors.

Succeed to thefe valorous people, as the third race, the Chinefe, fettled during many
centuries in the major part of the iflands of the great archipelago ; crafty dealers, inde-

fatigable in trade, cowardly and weak, they have never been able to obtain, and never
have merited dominion.

Separate, however, from the three people of which I have traced a flcetch, and
which, generally fpeaking, form the population of the country, there are found at

Timor fome meilee Portuguefe, wretched remains of the conquerors of Afia, lamentable

monuments of the viciffitudes of nations, and the revolutions of empires*.

Laftly,

* The French univerfnlly dch'(;ht in vilifying, and moft unjuftly, the Portuguefe nation. That nation

is blameable, no doubt, in having fuficied the others of Europe to get the ilart of it in fcienccand the

arti j her gdvtrnmcnt, no doubt, has been culpable for having neglected the improvement of the human
mind; but, in other point?, let us arte, where is the great deficiency between her flourirt\ing commerce of
the 15th and iCth centuiy, and that (he at prefent en'ioya ? where the falling-uff ofgrandeur between now
and then? where the vicifTitude of nations and revolutions of empire, fo forcibly dwelt on by M. Peron, in

the inftanceof Portugal ? Portugal, while other nations arc aliens, not even excepting tlieEnglifh, is the

ally of China, and enjoys exclufivc immunities and p;ivilegcs, a frkiulfliip and a confidence which (lie has

prefcrvcd iinintcrru;itedly for nearly two centuries : of her Afiatic poflTeflions, (he has for ages iircfervcd jII

thofe which were reqiiilite for that participation in the trade of the Eall, which htr rank in Europe war-

rants : (he has conllantly maintained her fettlementa on the eailern Ihorcs ot Africa ; while in America the

extent and population, the commerce and profperity of her dominions, rapidly encrcafing, art lecondary

only to thofe of the United State?, and Spain, (unlets indeed the Well Indicf be taken into the compu-
tation). If Portugal, at one time, fupplled the whtje of Europe with Afiatic commodities, it was when
they were rarities j and, although (lie but fupplics hcrfcif, and fomc few others now, yet, from the

greatly
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1/aflIy, the conquerors of the Portuguefc inliabit thefe fliores thenifelves, with dif-

ficulty upholding the ancient glory of the Batavian name, and preferring no longer,

but by dint of policy, and by the forbearance of the people, the dominion earned by fo^

many feats of bravery and heroifin.

In midft; of all thefe intcrefting objects, I neglefted nothing to render of utility our

refidcnce at Timor. I collected the dilferent materials for the general topography of

this great ifland ; I moreover paid particular attention to the hiftory of the Aborigines

of the Afiatic archipelago, the veftiges and monument3^of whom are found in the in-

terior of the majority of the large iflands of this archipelago, in Sumatra, Borneo, Ma-
caflar, Timor, Ceylon, Mayindanao, the Philippines, &c. But this portion of my
labours being intended for a diftinct publication, I ftiall confine myfelf in this chapter

to prefenting fuch details only as more immediately pertain to our hiflory.

As we have noticed, the French nation was unknown to the people of Timor ; and no
individual remembered ever having feen before a French flag at Coopang : our com-

munication with the natives, confequently, began under the mofl unfavourable aufpices
;

and miitrufl: uniting againft us, with the proud referve natural to the Malays, we re-

mained for fome days in a manner infulated among them ; but they were fliortly enabled

to judge from the deference and refpect fhewn us by the Dutch governor and his

ofKcers, that we belonged to a powerful and refpectable nation ; this refledion became

the firfl: pledge of the friendfliip we cemented with them. The frank and generous

character which we never ceafed diiplaying in all our intercourfe with them, completed

the hold which refped had begun on their affections ; and we venture to affirm, that

the French name will long be cherifhed by thefe brave men, to whom we firft made it

known.
'l"he 25th of Auguft, in the morning, I went down to the fhore ; it was low water,

and numerous groupes of Malays were employed in c.olle£ting the different animals left

by the tide. Never had I feen before inftanccs of fuch great fecundity : fi(h, mollufcs,

teftaceous and cruftaceous animals, all feemed equally multiplied on thefe fhores
;

but nothing could furpafs the beauty and fingularity of the fpectacle prefented by the

folid zoophytes, vulgarly termed madrepores. The whole fhore was formed of them ;

all the rocks on which we walked then without wetting the feet, were alive, animated,

and fhewed themfelves under forms fo whimfical and fmgular, of fuch various, rich,

and bright colours, that the eye was even dazzled. Here, the tubipora mufica, proud
ot the Iplendour of its manfion, fpread out its green and fringed feelers ; on feeing the

large femi-globular maffes it forms above the waves, one would imagine them fo many
green-fwards on a bed of coral : in other parts, enormous madreporic rocks, from fix-

jrrcatly encrcafed confiimption, the tonnage annually employed for this purpofe is perhaps equal to what
was men employed, and if her trade with the Brazils be included, is more than doubled. Then, as to
her grandeur, her dominions are llic fame, but increafed in population, her profperity as great, and her

children as brave, yes, even as when Henriquez annihilated the Moors. If this be difputed, let the reader

icfitft that, affiftcd by England, they have withftood the whole might of the continent of Europe,
proftrate at the feet of the fovereign of France ; have for tivo years withllood, and thinned the ranks of
thofe armies, headed by thofe geneials, which in a fern months fubdued Italy, Pruffia, Auftria, and Ruf-
lia ; and that thofe armies, after the two years, poffefs no more than a few towns, beyond the ground
ihey ftand on, in tlie country. Was it more glorious for the Portuguefe to have overcome the Moors than
it is to defy the Lord of Continental Europe, backed by all his means and might ? Has Portugal at any
period adumed a more grand or admirable pollure ? Then, if commerce and profperity be taken as a bafe of
grandeur, Portugal i» more commercial, her adventures more diffufed, now than at any period, and her
pofitive profperity equal, if not fuperior. Nor has (he fuffered viciffitude, net her affairs a revolution, un-
lets in the brain of ignorance, or irrefleftion. Tr.

teea
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teen to twenty feet high, rofe from the bottom, hard as marble, and of various hues ;

thefe gigantic mafles it is of which all the fmall iflands of this bay confifts. Thefe it is

which play the chief part in the progreflive diminution of depth in the bay of Babau,

a remarkable phenomenon of which we fliall fpeak in another place. In the niidft of

the mountains of the interior of Timor, in the deep bofom of the vallies, in the ravines

of torrents, every where are found the wrecks of thefe aftonifhing animals, while the

mind is inadequate to the conception by what means nature has been enabled to raife

thefe plateaux of madrepores, of fuch huge dimenfions, to fo great a height above the

prefent level of the fea. This, however, is not the only phenomenon deducible from

the fludy of thefe zoophytes : in a Memoire fur queiques Obfervations Zoologiqucs

applicable a la Theorie de la Terre *, prefentcd by me to the Inftitute, I have remarked

fcveral more ; and in the hiftory of Timor we fhall again fee others ftill more interefl:-

ing, efpecially in the zoological part oi our labours.

The 26th, Meflrs. Depuch, Bernier, Lefucur, and myfelf, formed a party on a flight

cxcurfion into the neighbourhood ot Coopang. We foon found ourfelves oppofite to

a moft charming abode : it was placed in midit of a beautiful plantation of cocoa-trees ;

a rivulet of freih water ran with pleafing murmur beneath them, and the houfe, fui'-

rounded by a fimple but elegant periltyle, refembled a fmall antique temple, at the

extremity of a long avenue of bananiers, orange, pomegranate, and other trees,

grateful either from their beauty or their fragrance.

Delighted with the appearance of this manfion, we were about to enter the grounds

by a gate of open-work which was then open, when a Malay, armed with a long

fpcar, placed himfelf in the entrance, and oppofed our paflage ; his attitude was

threatening, and haughtinefs and difdain were depicted in his countenance. Whilft we
were endeavouring to make him acquainted with our defire of feeing the beautiful

plantation before us, a fepond flave preiented himfelf, with a fpear, like that of the

former, and, in a manner ftill more infolent than that of his fellow, forbade admilFion.

"W^e went away with a fentiment ot diiguft for the mailer of the place, which it would

be difficult to paint.

In the mean time, in proportion as we penetrated deeper into the interior, our col-

Icclion rapidly encreafed, fo much fo indeed, that we were under neceflity foon to feek

a place of reft. A Malay houfe offered its flieltcr, in which we were received with

the frank cordiality characteriftic of the inhabitants of Timor. Doudou, doudou, bac

oran di France, (be feated, be feated, good men of France,) was the firlt falutation of

him who appeared to be the mafter of the houfe. We begged foine freih cocoa-nuts

;

a youth immediately fkipped away, and with inconceivable agility climbed a neighbour-

ing cocoa-tree, cut four cocoas, and holding two by his mouth, and two with one of

his hands, defcendcd as quickly from the tree. While we were admiring the fingular

manner in which the lottieft trees were thus alcendcd, a manner 1 ihall ellewhere

explain, the Malays themfelves examined us with much apparent intereft ; our phyfi-

ognomy pleafcd them, and our youth in particular: Bac orun mouda, (good young

men,) was reiterated from mouth to mouth in a half whifper.

One of their fpears excited my attention : I approached to examine it, and defiring

to know the manner in which they ufe it, I begged one of the men near me. to give

me a fpecimen. 1 he manauvres he had the coniplailance to repeat before me, feemed

to remind him of the events which had lately taken place in the ifland. Orun ingrels,

faid he, Orun boonoo, (Englilh-men, murderous men): his phyfiognomy was now

• Memoirg on forae Zoological Obfervations applicaUc to the Theory of the Earth.

animated
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animated, Oran jahat, repeated he, (wicked men,) and he brandiflied his fpear with

violence : become now almod furious, lie took a cocoa-nut, fixed it on the point of

his fpear, and fignified to us by geftures in no refped equivocal, that after cutting off

the heads of the Englifli, they had paraded them on their lances ; that they had had a

warlike dance around them, and tliat after cutting their bodies in pieces they had eaten

them.
—

"We fhall return to this horrible practice of eating human flefli, a pradice much
more common formerly in all the iflands of the Archipelago of Afia, but which the

Europeans have gradually fucceeded in abolifliing almoll every where, and which here

efpecially remains wholly without excufe, feeing that no people was ever more libe-

rally endowed by nature than thofe which now engage our attention. I fliall only add,

that the thirft of vengeance was never more exemplified in any nation than in the

inhabitants of Timor againft the Englifh. In this refped they fully juftify what the

mod: exad hiflorians relate of the charader of their progenitors.

To this foon fucceeded a widely different fcene : the young women, at our approach,

had all of them taken refuge in a kind of feraglio they generally inhabit, and which I

Ihall in another place defcribe. Still more curious than timid, they never ceafed

looking at us through the interfaces of the bamboos of which the fides of the hut were

formed ; and, as we naturally turned our eyes mod often towards this part, our good

Malay, who feemed every inftant better fatisfied with his new friends, gave us an addi-

tional proof of his confidence by making figns to his wives to approach. They were

five in number, the elded not more than five-and-twenty years of age, and all of them
confpicuous for that regular and elegant diape, thofe delicate contours, and that foft

and affedionate phyfiognomy, the condant appendages of the youthful female of this

country.

The fight of the young drangers feemed to make a lively impreflion ; but they

quickly laid afide their natural timidity to receive the different prefents with which we
loaded them. Shortly after we left all thefe good people, to refume the road to

Coopang. On' our departure the mod affedionate tedimony of gratitude was lavifhed

on us, even by the females, who had ceafed to be fearful of direding towards us their

large black eyes, and who infided, a piece of gallantry rather remarkable, on making
us each a trifling prefem.

The 28th of Augud, we received a vifit from the king of the ifland of Saboo, (Sawoo)
by name Amadima : he was of the middle fize, with a pleafing and lively countenance,

and about five-and-forty years of age. We received the monarch in an apartment
belonging to my colleague, Depuch, and myfelf, but had reafon to repent our con-

dud ; for, what with the princes, and the great officers who accompanied the monarch,
almod all that was moveable was taken away. An inclination to thieving is drongly
predominant in the Malays, and their adroitnefs in this art was fuch, that they made
as many contributors as there were perfons on diore. They poffefs this vice in common
with all favage or flightly civilized people ; which clearly proves, as a paffing remark,
that legiflators have with reafon made the facrednefs of property the bafis of their

focial inditutions.

Of all the articles we exhibited to the good Amadima, that which the mod ado-
nidied him, was phofphorus : its fpontaneous inflammation, the rapidity of its combuf-
tion, the colour of its flame, all Teemed to the fimple monarch fo prodigious, that he
fparcd no pains to induce me to part with the bottle in which I preferved fome ounces
of this fubdance. After having in vain proffered me in exchange a number of fowls,
hogs, and fheep, he feemed defirous of a lad temptation. With a confident look, he
called to one of his great officers, caufed a very pretty betel-bag to be brought to

him.
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him, at the bottom of which was a fmall bundle of linen ; this he took; unrolled, and
with an air of affurauce, as ridiculous as difficult to defcribe, prefented—a Spanifli

dollar.—lie feemed to fay, " For this you can deny me nothing." I ftill continued

to refufe his requeft, much to his aftonifhment ; and the poor king, unable to procure

the bottle, was reduced to beg only a fmall piece of the phofphorus it contained. In

vain did I reprefcnt the danger which fuch an article bore with it. Amadima repeated

his folicitations in fuch an inftant. manner, that, to preferve his friendfhip, I at length

complied, well affurcd beforehand that the prefent, formidable as that of Medea,
would foon cure him of his partiality for phofphorus. I took, therefore, a piece about

two inches in length ; and, after ftrongly charging him not to rub it, folded it in fome
damped linen, and prefented it to the Malay prince, who placed it in his handfome
betel-bag ; when, atter faluting mc on the nofe, according to the cufcom of the coun-

try, he difappeared, with all his numerous followers. Shortly after, he returned in the

deepefl: conlternation ; the phofphorus, as I predicted, had caught fire, the betel-bag

was confumed, and feveral of the nioft officious courtezans had had their hands burnt.

With difficulty M. Depuch and myfelf fucceeded in calming theailliftion of Amadima,
by prefenting him with a handkerchief as an indemnification for the bag deftroyed by
the phofphorus ; while this article, from that inftant, obtained the name of api taivufs,

(fire that occafions fright).

This laft kindnefs completely endeared me to the King of Saboo. " Orun Pcron,"
faid he to me, at parting, " thou art the good friend of Amadima ; to-morrow he will

fend you a hog." He was good as his word, and came to prefent it himfclf. We
kept him to dine with us : French cookery feemed to pleafe him, for he honoured it

with hearty appetite ; but as we had been wholly deftitute of wine from the period of

our leaving the Ifle of PVance, we had only fome bad rum to offer him, which, how-
ever, he deemed excellent ; at leaft, he drank of it with fo much avidity, that we had

great difficulty in preventing him from becoming intoxicated. In other refpcds he

cdnducted himfclf with that air of dignity which, a refult of the habit of commanding,
particularly charafterizes depofitaries of power.

The 29th of Auguft, while I was engaged on a new excurfion into the country with

the benevolent Ricdle, Meflrs. Depuch and Lefueur, our commander, accompanied

by fome nf our companions, went to pay a vifit to the widow of the late governor of

Timor, Mad"" Van Eften, This lady, a native of Amboyna, of Malay defcent, and

about forty-five or fifty years of age, is very plump, and has much of dignity ex-

prcflbd in her countenance. Heirefs of her hufband, ilte enjoyed, at Timor, a fortune,

for thofe regions immenfe ; in facl, flie is reputed to have not Icfs than Irom twelve to

fifteen hundred flaves, and the richefl plantations of the country belong to her. I\Iany

ofthcfe, unfortunately, are the fad Iruit of the vexatious and arbitrary feizuros of hor

hblband. As for her, of a mild and cafy character, a pleafing and even lively con-

verfation, fhe is generally beloved by the natives ; and the Dutch governor, M.
LoiTstett, though envious of a fortune which allows this lady to make a more fplendid

appearance than is in his power, fliewed her great rel'pcct : him it w as who, on occa-

fion of the vifit of which I fpeak, introduced our companions to the lady.

" The country-houfe to which we went," fays M. Boullanger, " is fituatcd on the

margin ot the lea : on our way thither we traverfcd a deligluiul country ; it was

watered by rivulets in every diredion ; and confillod, as it were, of one continued

wood of bananiers, mangles, cocoas, and latanicrs, with a thoufand other trees un-

known in Europe. As we advanced towards the dwelling, thcfe trees were leis clofe

together.
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together, and prefented a broad avenue, the middle of which was paved and fandcd

with great nicety ; beyond, in a verdant pavihon, was a large fquare bafin, the cool

and limpid waters of which were animated by the fports of a vaft number of beautiful

carp. Farther on, we arrived at an iron gate, and a trellis fence, fupported with pillars

of ftone. This was the entrance to the dwelling. Oppofite to this gate was a large

pcriftyle, with two openings, fupported by columns, the upper part of which formed a

handfome Chinefe pavilion. Beyond the pcriftyle was a court, and at the bottom of

it the houfe itfelf, defended from the heat with two rows of exterior galleries, fmiilarly

fupported by columns. The pavement of thefe galleries was painted, and rubbed like

our apartments in Europe : they were furnifhed with very handfome cane chairs, and

vafes of bronze placed near every one, in thefe regions, where betel is conftanily

niaflicated.

" The miflrefs of the houfe, a Malay, native of Amboyna, awaited us, Handing

beneath her gallery : fhe was dreft in a very rich and handfome robe (pagne). On
her left were about thirty young girls, elegantly drefl in cotton robes, with white

corfets, their long black hair braided and turned round the head. On her right were

fome male flaves, in waiftcoats and white pantaloons ; in the lower gallery other male

flavcs in long red fcarfs. The regularity, the uniform and fmgularcoftume, the young

girls drefled with greatefl: nicety, who, like fo many nymphs, feemed to groupe them-

felves around their goddefs, the fite of this fcene, the cool of the neighbouring foreft,

the gentle murmur of the rivulet, the view of the ocean on which the manfion was

feated, altogether poiTeffed fo much grandeur, fomewhat fo noble, fo elegant, and

picturcfque, as enchanted us all.

" After the ufual compliments and courtefies, the fcene became ftill more interefting;

the young girls withdrew, and in an inflant re-appeared, loaded with the different parts

of a collation equally coftly and elegant. Here one gracefully prefented a fuperb

China cabinet ; this one handed fweetmeats ; a third poured out tea ; others, in

fhort, and with great rapidity, fucceeded, offering, in their turn, to each of the guefts

paflry, fweetmeats, and confeftionary of a thoufand different kinds. Their arrival with

this collation, their graceful and meafured deportment, the fpecies of evolutions they

performed, which fhewed them in fuccefTion in every point of view, and their deep
filence, all contributed to remind the French of the charming fcene of the toilette of
Venus in the ballet of Paris.

" The vifit being prolonged till nine o'clock in the evening, we were already under
anxiety refpeding our return, which we feared we Ihould have to effed in the midfl

of darknefs, when, all at once, the red-mantled flaves appeared, each of them with a
long bundle in the hand of the leaves of the latanier, which, like fo many blazing

flambeaux, fprcad confiderable light to a diflance. Then it was that I fancied myfelf
with Orpheus, on his dcfcent to the infernal regions ; for our Timorians with their

torches, their drefs, and natural colour, might eafily have been miflaken for the devils

of the opera ; their mournful and piercing cries repeated at unequal intervals, com-
pleted the hmilitude. Under this romantic and whimfical efcort did the governor and
us arrive at Coopang."
The 3d of September, M. Ronfard, entrufted by the commander with the conflruftion

of a new long-boat, to replace that loft in the bay of the Geographer, fucceeded in

laying it on the ftocks ; but the indolence of the Malays, and the fmall number of
builders, who moreover fucceffivcly fell ill, rendered the profecution of the work
exceedingly tedious and difficult, notwithftanding the zeal of the officers employed in
its direction.

6 Among
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Among the individuals whom I had occafion to become moft particularly acquainted

with at Timor, was a refpedabic old man, whofe noble and open countenance every day
attached me more and more to him. lie had noticed my predilccl:ion for the produ;.--

tions of the fea, and Ircquently came to tender me the tribute of his fiihing and
rcfearches. The liijeral manner in which I rewarded his kind ofiicioufnefs, entirely won
the affeflions of this good old man ; I was his Sobalati (the friend of his heart). Often
had he invited me in the molt prcfiing manner to vilit his abode, but hitherto my
occupations had prevented me.

On the 4th of September, with McfTrs. Depuch and Bernier, I fet off for the valley of
Oba, a delightful fpot in the neighbourhood of Conpang, in which was the houfe of
the old Malay : one of his young children ferved us as a guide. We fliortly reached

that beautiful manfion whence we had been fo rudely driven on our firft arrival at

Timor. 1 had afterwards been informed that it belonged to Mad™"" Van Efien, and that

it was the fame which M. Boullanger defcribed with fo much warmth and truth.

All that furprizcd me was that our young guide fhould conducl us thither, when, of a

fuddcn, he turned out of the road by a bye-path, wiiich led us to a fmall cabin, fimilar

to thofe belonging to the pooreft clafs of Malays in this country. The fmiplicity of

this fort of hut fecmed to add a new charm to the delightful landfcape around ; tufted

trees, loaded with flowers and fruit, protected it v^-ith their fhade ; a multitude of

birds, decked in the richeft livery, wantoned mid the branches of the trees ; and near

this afylum of innocence glided a gentle ftreamlet.

The old man we 'came to vifit, was featcd at the entrance of his cabin, occupied in

playing on the fafoonoo ; a boy, younger than the one who was our guide, accompanied

him on the flute peculiar to this region ; his wife, a few fteps from him, was fpinning

watt, a fubflance ufed by this people in weaving ; and his young daughter, who did

not appear more than twelve years of age, was making rice-cakes to carry next day
to the bazar, or public market*.

At fight of us the whole family rofe, and the joy was general. Be feated, befeated,

good Frenchmen, was the firft exclamation from every mouth. The weather was very

warm, and the walk had greatly heated us : for our refrefhment they brought a long

cylinder of bamboo filled with buffalo's milk ftill warm. My companions and I took

hearty draughts of if, and afterwards we made prefents to each of our hofts : the

mother received a red handkerchief ; the young girl ribbands, a mirror, needles, and
pins ; to each of the boys we gave a file and a knife ; to the father a hatchet and a

little faw. A demeanor fo generous won the hearts of all, and the niofl lively joy

fparkled on the countenance of every one.

We took too near an interefl; in this worthy family not to be folicitous of more inti-

mate knowledge of it. In anfwer to our inquiries, we learnt that the refpectable old

man was named Neas, his fweet companion Sorazana ; his young daughter Elzerina
;

the elder fon Pone, and the younger Cornelis. The lafl, of weaker conftitution, was

of very regular features, his countenance full of candour and cxpreffion ; he was
remarkably lively, and had ail the defeats and good qualities incident to this charafter,

when united to goodnefs of heart, to a fprightly imagination, and a quick conception.

Pone, on the other hand, of a more robulk nature, had a ftronger pronounced and
more martial look ; he was ferious and thoughtful : his goodnefs of heart was not

inferior to that of Cornelis, but it was concealed beneath a lefs foftened exterior.

• A nearly fimilar talc, as will be fecn on proceeding, to lliat given by Sterne, of the Chevalier de St.

Louis, ill hill Sentimental Journey. Tk.

VOL. XI. S L Elzerina
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Elzerina Oione with all the charms that favouring nature ftamps on the lovely com-

panions ot man in ihcfe regions ; brought up under the eye of her parents, fhe was

inodoft, timid, and foemed illll more afteftionate and fenfible even than her brethren.

While congratulating Neas on the good difpofitions of thefe young cliildnn, wc

faw fome tears drop from his eyes ; and at tlic inftant when gri^-f had the maflery, in

•a tone that pierced us to the heart, he exclaimed, " Oran di France nda bac," (men

of France, you are good). He was filent, but we readily inferred that he meant to

continue—" all the Europeans are not good as you are." At this period we were

not fufficient mailers of the Malay tongue to pufh the converfation much farther ; but

the gcllurcs of Neas, a language which, among nations in a ftate of barbarifm, or but

little civilized, pofllffjs fo much force and expreffion, did not admit of our miltaking

the caufe of his complaint and his tears ; and in the after-part of our (tay, and on our

fecond vifit to Timor, 1 learned the whole hiftory of this interefting man.

Neas had been King of Coopang : to him it was that this magnificent plantation

ori'nnally belonged, in the midlt: of which we have reprefented the manfion of Mad""

Van Efl.cn to be fituated. This part of the coafl, as may be gathered from my
defcription of it, and that of M. Boullanger, is one of the mofl beautiful and fertile

fpots of the ifland. The Dutch governors long coveted it ; but the ancefl:ors of Neas,

attached to domains inherited from their fathers, pertinacioufly refufed to enter into

treaty for its alienation : Neas appearing equally obfl:inate. M. Van Efl:en found

means to render him fufpcdted, deprived him of his dignity, and afterwards obliged

him, by menaces and ill treatment, to alienate his rich and beautiful inheritance, with

referve to himfelf of the humble cabin alone, his prefent abode, and a fmall connguous

enclofure.

Still, though thus deprived of the rank and poflcffions of his anceflors, Neas pre-

fer\'es in misfortune an exemplary magnanimity. Every day this old man defcends to

the fea-fliore to feek his fupport and that of his family. Oftentimes his children

accompany him : here I fometimes faw them, and the fight conftantly overwhelmed

me with fadnefs and melancholy. Where the virtuous mind feels for the abuie of

power, and the efteds of injuftice, the keennefs of the fenfation becomes far more
fharp if the viftims be interefting and refpedable. Fortunately, as in our country,

crimes on thefe diftant fhores even, fometimes receives its meed of punlfhment.

M. Van Eften died wretchedly, execrated by the Malays, who with juflice accufed him
of having given up their country to the Englifh as a fafeguard for his fortune ; and

defpifed by the Englifli themfelves, who charge him, in defiance of his engagements

with them, with having been concerned in the plot of which they became the victims.

So much did the relation I have given endear to me the good King Neas, and fuch

was his attachment to me, that I was conftrained to yield to his preffing follcitatlons

of changing names with him : I fhall fliortly have occafion to return to this affedling

cuftom of this people.

Of the children of the old man, Cornells mofl pleafedme ; he frequently came to

fee me at Coopang, and often, as I went to Oba, he confl:antly accompanied me a

confiderable diftance on my return. One day that he put many queftions to me re-

fpcding the country of France, (tanua di France) I enquired if he fliould not like to go
thither with me. Prompted by his natural impetuofity, he confl:antly anfwered in the

affirmative, but fcarcely had he fpoke, ere he began to reflett in filence ; afterwards,

refuming converfation, he made a long fpeech, the whole of which I could not com-
prehend. Vexed at not being able to make himfelf underltood, he fl;opped, and
turning to me, " Man Peron," faid he, " fee what I am about to do :" he then made

feveral
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feveral heaps of fand, greater the one progrefTively than the other ; he afterwards

uttered the fullovving fpecch, which he accompanied by geftures fo expreflive, I could
but imperfectly feize his meaning :

" At Coopang, Man Peron, thou art the friend of
Cornelis ; but when in France, a man will come and fay to thee : fell me this red man,
and will ofl'cr thee a heap of money large as that," (pointing to the fmalleft mafs of
fand ;) " thou wilt then anfwcr, the red man is Peron's friend : thou wilt make the

fame reply to thofe who come to ofler thee money in heaps as large as thofe other
heaps of fand :" and he defignated them fuccellively, proceeding from the fmaller to

the larger, and indicating by his gcflures tliar my rcludlance would diminilh in pro-
portion to the augmentation of the volume of money ; " but, at lad, fome one will

tender thee a quantity equal in bulk to this lad heap, and thou flialt fay : let the red
man be a Have : then, Man Peron, I Ihall never fee thee more ; I fhall be obliged to

work laborioufly, and poor Cornelis, far from his father Neas, far from his brother

Pone, will break his heart with grief."

As he pronounced thefe laft words, this engaging child became fo much affefted

that his eyes were filled with tears. I was myfelf too fenfibly touched with the juftice

of the reafoning and fagacity of Cornelis, not to participate his emotion ; I ftrove to

convince him, that flavery does not exiit in France; but, as he was not ignorant that

the Dutch, the Portuguefe, the Englifli, and the Spaniards, who are befi known in

thefe feas, have Haves, he naturally concluded that the French had alfo ; and as, Ba-
tavia excepted, they were ignorant whither thofe were tranfported that were taken

from Timor and the neighbouring iflands ; as all they know is, that they are tranf-

ported far, very far away, (jao, jao) they are generally perfuaded that they are

employed in the mofl laborious and deftruftive works. I have thought fit to relate

this curious anecdote at large, as it afi'ords a proof of the underflanding of the inha-

bitants of thefe regions, and fhews the bad opinion they entertain of Europeans.

As we have before noticed, the fcurvy, which began to fhew itfelf among our crew,

was one of the reafons for our commander touching at Timor ; ten men, afflicted with

this cruel malady, were landed at Coopang the day after our arrival, and were Ra-

tioned in an old warehoufe of the Dutch company, which was appointed our hofpital.

Befides thefe ten men, who were badly aficfted, there were many others whofe gums
were more or lefs fpongy, and exuded blood ; of the number of thefe I w as myfelf

one ; but thefe flight fymptoms readily gave way to the ufe of frefh provifions and the

land air ; and at the epoch I notice, I found myfelf entirely free from any fcor-

butic humour.
On the 5th September, fignal was made of two Englifli frigates and fome fmall fhips of

war being in the fliait of Simao ; alarm now became general, and already preparations

vveremadefor calling out the formidable militia of the country, when the difappearance

of the fquadron reftored its calm to the colony.

From the 9th to the 15th, I made a variety of experiments with the dynamometer

to afci'Ttain the relative flrength of the people of thefe parts, the refults of which will

appear in another place.

The 10th September I had occafion to make an intercfling remark, which 1 take

blame to myfelf for not having furilu-r profecuted. Among the individuals who came

to vilit us, I noticed two who had their fore-teeth ornamented with fmall plates of

filver, of tolerable thickncfs, which adhered fo firmly to the enamel, that notwith-

ftanding every ellbrt I made with my nails, I was unable to difcngage them. The men
who wore them, ate before me, without feeming inconvenienced by this whiinfual

finery ; they alVured me, that they had had them thus fluck to their teeth for four or

5 I- i five
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five months, and that they would remain until ufe wore them away. By what means

were thefe men enabled to fix thefe plates in fuch a folid manner on the enamel of

the teeth ? What is this fubftance which refifts thus powerfully the diflblving faculty

of the faliva and food ? Our dentifts are hitherto unacquainted with any capuble of

braving their sgcncy ; they are reduced to ufe metals, and particularly lead, to defend

the careous parts of the teeth ; and are abfolutely unacquainted with any means of

eife^ing adhefion to the polilhed furface of their enamel :—the maftic of the Mahiys

would therefore be a valuable acquifition to Europe : but, occupied by fuch a multi-

plicity of affairs, I negledcd refcarch into this matter, and mention it only that after

travellers may remedy my omiflion.

The nth September, King Amadima, who feldom fufFered many days to elapfc

without a vifit from him, prefentcd himfelf earlier than ufual. " Friend Peron," laid

he, " come and eat rice at my houfe." His manner, at this inftant, had fomewhat

more affectionate even than ufual ; and, notwithftanding, there was mingled with it a

fort of myflery, which fixed my attention : he took me by the hand, and I followed.

On entering his palace, or hut, (for either denomination might be applied to his dwel-

ling,) I perceived an extraordinary number of flaves decked as for a feflival. A whole

fheep was at the fire under a neighbouring fhed ; feveral of the King's wives were

employed in cooking : the purpofe of fuch extraordinary preparations I could not con-

ceive. In a fhort time the flieep was ferved up with rice ; Amadima diffeded the

animal, and prefented me a piece of five or fix pounds weight at leaft j took himfelf

a ftill larger piece, and began upon it with tooth and nail, in the moft expeditious

manner imaginable. I was far from being able to equal him in appetite, but 1 did

my bed.

When the firfl calls of hunger were appeafed, the good King made a fign to one of

his flaves to bring him a bottle of rum, and after pouring out a quantity into a cocoa-

Ihell
J
" Man Peron," faid he to me, " thou art the friend of Amadima ; King Amadima

is the friend of the Man Peron. Man Peron, the King Amadima gives thee his name

;

wilt thou give him thine ?" This fingular propofition reminded me of the affetling

cuflom of exchanging names which Cook noticed in the majority of the iflands of the

Pacific, and which occurs even on the moift and foggy fhores of New Zealand. I did

not confequently objed to this affedionate teftimonial of the Malay prince, but, without

hefitation, anfwcred :
" the Man Peron gives his name to the King Amadima." The

exchange feemed to tranfport him with joy ; we cemented this union by feveral

draughts of rum ft-om the fame veffel. From that inflant I became the Toowan
Amadima : Amadima caHed me by no other name ; and, in return, I endeavoured to

call him Peron ; ftill, as I was unaccuftomed to this pradice, I frequently made a

miftake : Amadima, however, in the moft undifturbed manner imaginable, kindly re-

buked me, and never miffed calling me Toowan Amadima. All the flaves prefent at

this exchange, were at the fame time inftruded to look upon me as the friend of the

heart (fobatati) of their mafter, and to call me Toowan Amadima.
After this epoch I had frequently occafion to change names ; the forms were con-

ftantly equally fimple, and fometimes even lefs fo than on the occafion I have defcribed.

Not lo at Madagafcar, where a fimilar ufage prevails. The detail of the ceremony
pradifed there not having hitherto been publiflied, and being conneded in fome meafure
with this part of our obfervations, I give it as extraded from the journal of M.
Liflet Geolfroy.

" Ramafoolak," fays M. Liflet, " is chief of this part of the valley of Amboola,
and refides at Anoonoobe j he received us very kindly, owing to the information

refpeding
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refpe£ling us tranfmitted by Dian-Louve. All his captains made us prefcnts, as to the

king's friend. My determination of taking my departure early the next day did not

admit of my accepting the pledge (ferment) which this chief propofed between himfelf

and one of his captains and mc. This pledge, or oath, is an alliance made between
two men : they mutually engage to love and protect each other, and each has his

goflip for the ceremony. They caufe the breaft of each to be fcarificd in feven diffe-

rent places, and receive from the fcarifications feven drops of blood into a vafe con-
taining brandy, or fome flrong fpirituous liquor : they next, each of them put into the
vafe a ball and a flint, and dip into the liquor the point of their fword or lance ;

afterwards, they prefcnt each to the other feven fpoonfuls of this liquor, which is

fwallowed. They, in conclufion, affedtionately fliake each other's hand. The inhabi-

tants of Madagafcar religioufly obferve whatever they promife on fuch occafions, even
at the peril of their life, and look on each other as brothers."

The 1 2th of September was a day which proved nearly fatal to M. Lefueur. While
purfuing a troop of monkies among the rocks which obftruft the courfe of the river

Coopang, he was bitten in the heel by fome venomous reptile. Shortly after, a fiiglit

numbnefs made him but too fenfible of what he had to apprehend from the bite. He
haftened towards the town : already, however, his leg had become hard and ftifF, and
he bent his knee with much difficulty. To lelfen the adivity of the virus, he tied

his thigh very tight above the knee, but in vain ; the thigh began to fwell vifibly, and
it was as much as my unfortunate friend could eflcd to reach the houfe. When there,

he flretched himfelf on the ground, overcome with fatigue and agony, already expe-

riencing the firfl fymptoms of a violent fever. I was then abfent from home, but our
phyfician M. LTlaridon was there : he immediately, without hefitation, cauterized

the wound very deeply, and afterwards applied lint to it, flrongly impregnated with

ammoniac ; of this alfo he gave a flrong dofe internally, and recommended the

patient to keep as quiet as poflible. Soon a profufe perfpiration took place ; the

pains began to abate ; and a few days after M. Lefueur felt no other inconvenience

than a difficulty of bending the knee, which continued fome time, and which he even
now occafionally feels fomewhat of, on change of weather. This accident ferved, in

our efleeni, to jutlify the exceffive horror in which the Malays hold reptiles.

On the 1 5th of Septembei', all our men, afTeded with the fcurvy, had recovered ; but
afar more dangerous malady commenced its ravages. Eighteen were already fick of
a bad and fatal dyfentery, among whom my interefling friend Depuch, my colleague

Mauge, and the good and laborious Ric'dlc. In the mean time, our anxiety refpecting

the Naluralifle became greater every dayj we had hitherto received no intelligence

refpcfting this vefl'el, and refkded with pain on her fituation, when we left her
apparently driving to leeward. Every one defpaired of her arrival, when, on the 21 ft

September, fignal was made of her appearing of! the bay of Coopang, and makin;»

for the pals. Joy now was univerfal,and fliortly we were joined by our companions,
who, not having found us at our place of rendezvous, were not themLlvcs without
anxiety refpecling us.

The Naturaliftc, during her feparation, had completed feveral interefling works in

the land of Edel Endraght's Land, and elfewhcre, which will be dofcribed in the

following chapters by M. L. Ereycinft, who has taken the trouble himfelf to edite this

portion of the wtirk.

Captain Humelin, on his arrival at Timor, had only two men fick of the fcarvy, a
circumftancc for which he was indebted to his long relidcnce on fhore, his perfonal

attention to his crew, and cfpecially to the Ikill of my ellimable friend Dodor 13ellefin,

the
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tlip phyficiiin of his fliip. This gentlemen had made ulc', with great advantage in this

difordcr, of hot fand-baths, a conception of Mr. Roblet, phyfician on board the Solide,

who accompanied M. Marchand in his voyage round the world.

A few days after their arrival, the olTicers and naturalifls of our confort came on

fliore, and were fixed in a third houfe, procured for them by the governor. Our cob

league M. Levillain preferred taking up his abode with us ; he then enjoyed perfetk

health, and had little reafon to fufpccl himfelf fo near his end.

From the 2 ^tb of September to the i ft of Odober, our commander, who had long

laboured under a pernicious intermittent fever, experienced in fucc iBon three fuch

violent attacks that for feveral hours his life was defpaired of. Not an inftant was to

be loft in giving a ftrong dofe of bark ; but as that on board our fliips w.is of very

inferior quality, I did not hefitate an inftant in fharing with him the finall quantity of

tliat fubftance I had brought for my private ufe from Europe. Tlie medicine operated in a

mofl: wonderful manner, arrefted the prografs of this formidable fever, and prefuirlptively

faved his life. Through the whole illnefs of our chief, M. L'Haridon Icrved him in the

ftead of a comforter, nurfe, and friend. To tell how he was rewarded would (hock

a generous mind.

The 7th of Odlober was a day of mourning and allliction for both the vefTels

;

M. Picquct, one of our moft eftimable officers, on this day failed for Batavia. Arrefted

by order of his commander, whofe anger he had had the misfortune to incur, he had

been for more than fix weeks confined in the Dutch fort ; and moft cruel orders were

given that, on his arrival at Batavia, he fhould be fhut up in the murtherous dungeons

of the citadel of that place. On this occafion, the ftaft-major of both veifels never

ceafed from giving M. Picquet the moft flattering teftimonials of their efteem and
friendfliip for him. Every day an officer and a naturalift went to keep him company
in his prifon, and fhare with him the poor fare they had. On his departure, every

one was eager to load him with letters and atteftations adapted to rebut the calumnies

which might be invented to his prejudice. On arriving at Batavia, M. Picquet was
declared at liberty by the regency there, notwithftanding the letters of the commander.
Scarcely had he fet foot in France, before he was promoted from a midlhipman to be
a lieutenant. This is fufficient proof of what his crimes were.

On the 1 ith, the unfortunate Riedle was ftill in a very bad way ; and notwithftanding

the moft fedulous attention of M. L'Haridon, who, the better to adminifter fuccour,

had caufed him to be tranfported into his own room, in the evening of this day all

hopes of his recovery were loft. For feveral days before, he had kept his bed ; and
the inflammation now had proceeded from the reftum to the inteftinal canal, occafion-

ing him the moft excruciating agony.

On the 1 2th, one of our cannoneers died ; the firfl: of a long lift we fhall have to

difplay fliortly.

On the 1 8th, another of the crew expired.

On the 2 1 ft, the kind-hearted Riedle gave up the ghoft ; on the 2 2d he was buried
with all the poflible folemnity our circumftances admitted, in the felf fame fpot where
Nclfon, the botanift of Captain Bligh, (and who with him had tfcaped the perils of the
fca when turned adrift by the mutineers of the Bounty, to perifh of fatigue and ex-
hauftion in reaching Coopang,) had been inhumed. A memorial was raifed in honour
of thefe two botanifts, over the tomb which inclofed both their remains.

On the 23d, the alarm before excited from the appearance of a Britifh fquadron, was
renewed, and with more foundation than on the former occafion. In fad, in the
middle of the day, a beautiful Englifli frigate made its appearance, the Virginia, which,
entering the paffage between Pooloo-SimaOj and Pooloo-Kia, feemed to fteer towards

9 our
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our anchorage. The Dutch governor inftantly iflued orders for making the neceffary

difpofition of his force to proteft the fort and road ; many country-foldiers from the

environs of Coopang vere called in, and defcended with rapidity from the neighbour-

ing mountains : neverthelefs, no alarm-gun was fired, the fignal on which the militia

of the interior are bound to repair to Coopang, becaufe thefe troops are compofed of
brutal and fanguinary men, who are formidable even to the Dutch themfelves. The
preparations made were fortunately as ufelefs on this occafion as the former. The
captain of the Englifh frigate, after examining our pafTports, which were carried to

him by M. deMontbazin, one of our officers, informed him, that being ignorant of our
miflion, and learning at Delly, that two French fhips were at anchor in Coopang Roads,
he had concluded they were merchant fliips, and rcfolved to come and cut them out

in fpite of the battery of the Dutch, which he fcemed to regard as of little confequcnce.

This officer, whofe name I regret not to have heard, conduded himfelf with the greateft

delicacy towards us. Learning that our commander was iudifpofed, he offered M. de
Mombazin a prefent for him of feveral bottles of wine ; but thefe he did not deem it

right to accept. Moreover, M. de Montbazin received information that Ternate, one
of the moft important polfeffions of the Dutch, had experienced the fame fate as

Amboyna and Banda had done before, and that in the road of the former of thefe two
places, a feventy-four gun fliip had recently taken fire and blown up. After having

thus converfed fome time with our officer, the Englifh captain regained the paffage of

the bay, and made oft" without firing a fingle fliot, although he was near enough to

the fort and town of Coopang to have been able to difcharge feveral broadfides at

them. In abftaining thus from hoftilities, the Engliffi captain appeared anxious of

giving us a proof of the eftcem and refpect in which he held the objeft of our voyage*.

It appears, moreover, that this deflructive climate had not fpared his crew ; for M. de

Montbazin fancied he faw the betwixt decks of the frigate loaded with fick.

The dyfentery ftill continued its cruel ravage on the crews of our two veffels : the

number ill was confiderable ; in each fucceeding day fomedied,andthecafeof others be-

came defperate. In a diftind memoir which I have fubmitted to the School of Phyfic at

Paris, I have given my opinion refpeding the origin of this fcourge ; it is fufficient

here that I ftate medical afliftance to have been ineffedual. Melfrs. L'Haridon, Belle-

fin, and Taillefer, had the goodnefs to invite me to their confultations : we opened

feveral bodies, and attempted every means which promifed fuccefs, but all our endea-

vours terminated in the melancholy conclufion that whofoever was grievoujly affliclcd

•with this terrible malady became its vidim. It purfued us, as will be feen, to the very ex-

tremity of the globe, and obliged us every where to commit frelh corpfes to the waves.

All our befl friends were attacked ; my laborious colleague Maugc, had long been

on the lifts. This eftimable man abandoned himfelf to his excefs of zeal even from

our firft landing ; too foon was he its vidim

!

I have already obferved, that foon after his landing from the Naturalifte, M. Levil-

luin had come to lodge with us ; it was not long before the formidable climate ot

Timoj- caufcd him to experience its malignity : (truck with the fame malady as our

other companions, he took to his bed, never to rife again.

• Tliis is a forced compliment on the part of M. Pcron ; had the Engli'fli c.iptain's indniclions warranted

an attack on Coopang, he might liavc rcqvicftcd the French (hips to keep out of tlic wa) , but )ic would
have follow eJ his inllrutlioiis. Had he wantonly and unprovokcily tirtd a few broaiiliJcs, as M. Pcron

lays, he n;ight have done, and occalioticd the death of any in the foit or tlic town, altlioiigh our cnemie?,

it would certainly have Hopped his pruniutiun, if it had nul bccu followed by lomc more rigorous puniHi-

mcnt. Tr.
At
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At the fame time our head under-gardener, Sautier, who Ilkewife rcfided in our

houfc, was ntortally attacked ; and to complete our fuin of difaflers and misfortunes,

Dcpuch, my valualilc friend Depuch, received, at my fide, the fatal fliatt, his fummons
to the tomb ! IM. Boullanger alfo, and M. Lefueur were alike on the fick lift ; the one

anii£led by a violent fever and an inflammable cholic, the othenby the general malady,

the dreadful dyfentery. Even our domeftics were fo ill as to keep their beds. The
confternation was general.

In miJit of fo many difafters, I preferved my health entire ; and I alone, of all who
lodged in the fame houfe, was exempt from attack from ficknefs. This exemption I .

did not moft affurcdly owe to taking reft ; no one, I dare to challenge the teftimony of

all, had more adiduoufly given himfelf up to labour and fatigue than me ; no one had

made more fplendid or more numerous collections of every kind : and ftill lefs did I

owe it to my conftitution, naturally weak and delicate. In expreiling my ideas refpect-

ing the caufe of the dyfentery in hot climates, I fliall point out the precautions, as

iimple as efficacious, by which I kept from this fcourge ; and I have, moreover, the

melancholy certainty that the major part of my companions, by fubjecting themfelves to

the fame care with refpe£l to their regimen that I did, would have efcaped death.

In our lamentable circumftances, M. L'Haridon did himfelf not lefs honour by his

afliduity, in attending the fick, than by his generous conduct with refpeft to them.

—

Tired of the repeated denials to his applications for the moft fimple articles, he em-
ployed his whole ftock of money, fold every article of exchange he poITelTed, and even

a portion of his cloaths, to buy what was necelfary for the hofpital, thus giving that

double example of zeal and generofity which diftinguifties the real phyfician. Nor is

this the only aftion of the kind which we fhall have to notice on the part of M. L'Ha-
ridon ; and we the more gladly proclaim it, as public efteem alone is the truly grateful

reward of deeds like thefe, and as to honour is to multiply them.

The 6th of November, thanks to the unremitting care of IVI. Renfard, our long-boat

was complete, and launched. This day was truly a feftival, fince it reftored us a veflel

of which we had fuch need : we were far from thinking it was doomed to a fate fimilar

to that which it replaced.

M. Picquet was not the only officer we loft ; M. St. Croix Lebas, the captain of our
frigate, was relanded as fick a few days before our departure, and placed in the Dutch
fort, to await there the re-eftabhftiment of his health, and his return to Europe.

At length, on the 1 2th of November in the evening, we went to take our farewel of
the governor ; and the next morning we made fail from the bay of Coopang, by the

paflage between Pooloo Kea and Simao. Our ftay at Coopang had been prolonged to

eighty-four days, and in every refpe£t had been to us of fatal confequence ; it had
cccafioned a long wafte of time, the death of a number of individuals, and the incon-
venience of having many fick on board : fuch were the difaftrous confequences of this

long ftay : it even appears highly probable, that if it had been much longer pro-
craftinated, the remainder of our crew would have periftied. Who, on leaving the
iiland, but thought it would be our iaft vifit to its murderous ftiores ?

CHAP. IX.

—

Operations of the Natiiralijlc at Edcl's Land, related by M. Le Frcycinct

of that Vefjel.

[From the 8th of June to the i6th of July, iSoi.]

THE gale which obliged us to make with fuch precipitation from the bay of the
Geographe, on the night of the 8th of Junei was nigh proving fatal to the Naturalifte.

This
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TThis veflel, an inferior failer to the Geographe, and in other refpe£ts a miicli worfe
fliip, with difficulty kept from being driven on fliore by the winds and currents. The
violent pitching of the veflTe!, and the neceflity of carryinj^ fail, made us apprclienfive
every inilant for our mail:, the hall damage to which would infallibly have occafioncd
the lofs oi the fliip. Every two hours we wci-e obliged to make a new tack, and this

for two entire days, without a moment's reft for the crew ; and, fpite of every efFort,

at one time we gave ourfelvos up for loft, when a flight variation of the wind fortu-

nately enabled us to clear the fouthern point of the bay.

In the courfe of the night of the 9th we loft all fight of our confort : the wind ftill

continued to blow hard ; and not before the 13th were wc able to increafe our fails.

We availed ourfelvcs of the more fiivouring weather to fteer for the ifle Rottneft, the

firft rendezvous appointed by the commander, and reached it on the 14th. The
Geographe, contrary to the expeclation of all, not being there, we refolvcd on waiting

for her ; and Captain Hamelin, that his ftay might be rendered ufeful, fcnt different

boats to'feek a landii g-place, and examine the different productions of the ifland

Rottneft. In the mean time he difpatchcd M. Hciriffon in one of the boats to exa-
mine the mouth of the river Swans, and advance up it as high as poflible. For this

interefting expedition a week's provifion w?s ftowed in the boat.

The 17th of June, Meffrs. iVlilius and Levillain departed to vlfit the idands S. S. E.
of Rottneft ; and, at five in the morning the fame day, I was myfelf difpatched in th&
fmall boat with Mr. Faure, to reconnoitre with more precifion the iflj Rottneft, and
complete its geopraphy.

" On leaving the fliip the weather was fine ; but a ftrong breeze fpringing up from
the N.W. the fea became very mountainous, and the waves, dJ^ffiing againft the fides

of my flight bark, threatened it every inftant with deftruttion. In this perilous

dilemma, as the wind was adverfe, I could not regain the veflel : I then endeavoured to

pafs to leeward of the ifle of Rottneft, but a long chain of breakers ftretching out to

fea, prevented my cflccting this : we had, therefore, no other alternative than to run

aftiore to prevent inevitable fliipwreck and deftru6tion. A fmall fand-bank appeared

oppofite to us, for which we ftoered, and on which we were fliortly thrown by the

furf. We immediately jumped all of us into the water, and endeavoured to drag the

boat on to the beach, but all our eflbrts were vain, flie was covered by the waves in an

inftant, and with diiTiculty we preferved, of all our provifions, fomc few pounds of

bifcuit ; the remainder diiappoarcd together with the boat.

" Difappointed thus of executing the duty with which we were entruftcd, by coafting

the ifland, we were yet defirous of attempting its effectuation by land ; but the rocks

which bound the fliore on the northern fide were too fteep for us to be able to climb ;

we were, therefore, reduced to make our way through the woods, which being very

tufty in this part, admitted of our making but a flow and laborious progrcfs.

" Chance conduced us into a plcafant valley, at the bottom of which were feveral

ponds : we defcendcd to the margin of one of them ; a prodigious quantity of bivalve

fliells of one fingle fpecies formed round the pond a rim about fixteen icet broad.

The water of thcfe ponds was fait.

"From thefe ponds,which we denominated, from one of our midfliipmen,DuvaldaiIly,

we made again for the fhore, in hopes of clearing the rocks which in the firft inftancc

impeded our progrcfs; but we found their courfe was uninterruptedly prolonged to

the northern cape.
_ ^

" In travcrfing thefe rocks we diftinguiflicd a piece of wood which fixed our atten-

tion, and excited a painfid intcrcft : it was the bitt-pins of a veflel of from three

hundred to three hundred and fifty ton'?, the rubbing of the cables againft which was

VOL. XL 5 '"^« ^'^^
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mil diilliiclly vifible; this, with feveral iron rings we noticed, left us no doubt of ;i

recent iliiinvrcck.
. r > r r t -nt i-n

" This uiiexpefted difcovcry incrcafcd our anxiety for the fate ot the Naturalise,

which we knew to liavc been at anchor during the tempeft near feme frightful reefs
;

it moreover forcibly pointed out to us the horrors of our fituation, which every inftant

became more alanning. In fact, black and ominous clouds were colleftcd at every

point of the horizon ; gufts of wind blew with violence ; the thunder echoed fright-

fully from the neighbouring vallies ; rain fell in torrents, and the waves daflied impe-

tuoufly on the rocks. In fliort, we were not ignorant that Captain Hamelin, deflitute

of a long boat, or indeed any other, would be wholly unable to fend us alfiflance

during the prevalence of the florm.

" After a few minutes rclleclion on the fad poflure of our affairs, we directed our

fleps towards the boat ; and by the time we got to it were enveloped in the rnoft pro-

found obfcurity. We cxpeded to find it in pieces, the furge having conltantly beat

on the bank where it laid, but with plcafure we perceived it had, in great meafurc,

withftood the rage of the fea, and that one of its planks only had been driven in.

By good luck it was now high water : we entered into the fea to endeavour to pull

the boat on to the ftrand, and fortunately at lad fucceeded.

" Our boat thus fecured, we fought a provifion of water ; the ifland appearing to

produce none, we fpread out our fails to catch the rain, which continued to fall, and

dedicated to this objeft the whole of the night. We likewife this and the fucceeding

day killed fome feals, (phocas) the flefli of which we found very well faded.

" On the 1 6th of June we perceived the Naturalifte under fail ; I obferved her for

a long time with my^telefcope, and by her courfe imagined flie was endeavouring to

near the ifland. We immediately kindled a large fire to point out the part of th«

coaft where we were. Still no fuccour appeared at hand throughout the whole day ;

our fituation became critical ; and but for the rain had become much more fo. I

contrived, at length, an expedient to mend our boat, fo as we might endeavour to

regain our Ihip. As we wanted nails, I bethought myfclf of drawing fome from the

infide of the boat, which faltened matters of fmaller import, and were ufed to nail

together the broken plank ; the tow of untwifted cordage ferved to caulk the chinks,

which I planned to daub over with the oil of the fea-calf, and aflies for want of

pitch. Fortunately our labours were rendered ufelefs : the wind falling during the

night of the 19th, our captain haflened to difpatch a yawl with provifions ; and, fore-

feeing that our boat would have fuftained confiderable injury in the ftorm, he likewife

font a carpenter for the purpofe of putting it in repair. This completed, we returned

on board by three in the afternoon.

" I then learned that the long-boat, difpatched to reconnoitre the iflands bearing

fouth-fouth-eafl of our anchorage had been wrecked on the continent ; that the boat

fcnt up the river of Swans was not yet returned, and that great anxiety was felt for

her fate; that, on the iSth, at two in the afternoon, the Geographe had been ken
from the top-maft eight leagues diftant, bearing under topfails towards the north.

Every one was at lofs to conjefture why the captain, after having himfclf appointed

the rendezvous, had not repaired thither to join us. With refpecl to Captain Hamelin,
deprived as he was of the long boat, his two other boats, and the chief part of his crew,
it was out of his power to make fail after the Geographe."

The 2 2d of June the boat fent up the river of Swans having completed its miffion,

returned. The following details on this fubjed are given by M. Bailly, who accom-
panied M. HeirilTon

:

" The river of Swans, difcovered by Vlaming in 1697, received its name from
its
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its abounding in black fwans, two of which birds he tranfported alive to Batavia. We
faw the mouth of it on the 17th of June in the morning : it was obftrufted by a bar
of rocks which nearly prevented our entrance ; but after ftriking twice we fucceeded
in pafling them, on which the foundings rapidly increafed. A prodigious multitude
of pelicans take up their abode in this part of the river, but we were unable to kill a

fmgle one. The beach was covered with an amazing quantity of white, gelatinous,

and tranfparent mollufca;, abandoned by the tide, and which, without doubt, are

preyed upon by the birds that frequent thefe fliores. The foil here is compofcd of
downs of fand, more or lefs elevated ; the rock by which they are terminated next the

fea is wholly of calcareous nature, is mixed with fand, and abounds in excavations and
chafms, apparently the effeO. of the waves : in thefe downs grow diiferent fpecies of
ihrubs, feveral of which were then in flower. The Eucalyptus refinifera flourilhed

abundantly ; and large flocks of land-birds, efpecially paroquets, of mofl; beautiful

plumage, hovered about the trees, and animated thefe unknown, wild, and defert

fliores.

" At a fhort diftance from the fea, the left bank of the river is precipitous, and
prefents a bed of fandy and calcareous rocks in horizontal ftripes ; fhortly after, the

oppofite bank is equally precipitous, and has the appearance of a large circular wall

furmounted with verdure. In every part of thefe fliores are evident traces of their

having once been overflowed by the fea : the rock is almofl: exclufively formed of
incruftations of ftiells, and roots and trunks of petrified trees, phenomena of occur-

rence in different parts of New Holland. In other refpefts, the country at this point

is flat, and without any eminences of height till after a confiderable fpace inland.

Beyond the circular wall I have defcribcd, the precipitous appearance paffes again to the

left fide, with a like fhew of ruins, and a fmiilar geological conftitution.

" Shortly after, we came to a large bafin, formed by a low country, over which the

river fpreads more amply ; almoft the whole of this bafin is engroffed by a ftiallow

:

on the left bank we obferved a fort of branch, or inlet, which feemed to open another

communication with the fea ; this inlet or branch we named the Entrance of Moreau,
from one of the midfliipmen who accompanied us.

•' After doubling a very low point, which projeds from the left bank pretty far into

the bafin, we landed for the night at the foot of a fteep bank on the right fide ; this

almoft perpendicular bank has a fmall interval of fand between it and the river, on
which we pitched our tent : we were here in perfcft fecurity, the boat afloat and moored
to a tree, and its poop among herbage which grew on the fliore ; we could not be
approached but by crofling the river, or by a defcent from the fl:eep bank, at the foot

of which we were j a defcent of diflicult accomplifliment, on account of the fteepnefs

of the hill.

" The fummit of this hill commands a mofl: J^eautiful view : on one fide is diftin-

guifhed the courfe of the river which defcends from a plateau of mountains in the

diftancc, on the other its lower courfe is fecn towards the fea. Both its banks are

almoft wholly covered with beautiful forefts extending deeply into the country. The
rocky bafe, fometiines feen here, is of the fame nature as all thofe I have before

noticed ; that is to fay, it confifts of f^md and fliclls, and is covered with a bed of fimd,

mingled with vegetable earth, which nouriflies the trees of the foreft.

" On the 1 8th of June, at day-break, we re-imbarked to profecute our voyage. On
leaving our refting-place we met with new flocks of pelicans, which hovered about us

;

two of them we fhot. Continuing our courfe now, in half an hour's time we grounded
on a bank of very foft, unduous, and adherent mud, from which we were able to

5 M 2 rclcafe
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relearo ourfelves only after confiderable lal»ur, and by dragging our boat along for a

confiderable fpacc. The courfe of the river is, as it wore, fliut by a line of fmall iilands,

either low or entirely overflowed, which wc named Hcirifibn Iflands from the officer

who commar ded us.

" Near thcfe ifiands it was that, for the firft time, wc difiiinguin-ied black fwans,

fwimming majcllically on the water : we killed fevcral ; their plumage was eniirely

black except ihe pinions, which were white ; their beak was red, and their feet black.

We obferved that, in a few fcconds after death the beak loll its beautiful red colour,

and became entirely black. The whole of the country we faw from this fioot, till

night, was low and almofl: inundated ; a layer of fand of large grain, and which feems

the dccompofed particles of a rock of ancient formation, covers a very thick bed of

highly tenaceous, and rcddifli clay. Other impoi-tant phenomena arife from this

change of compofition in the foil. Retained by the clayey itratum, the rain water and

the dews either remain on the furface, filter through the quartzy fand we have noticed,

form fmall lakes, or run in narrow riils towards the river, whofe waters from this

inftant begin to lofe their faltncfs ; but hitherto they had been nearly as fait as thofe of

the fea. The fame evening we pitched our tent in an angle formed by the river and a

fmall branch of it, which Mcifrs. Hciriffon and RIoreau afcended on foot the fpace of

half a league. Thefe gentlemen in their excurfion faw the trace of a human foot, the

extraordinary dimenfions of which occafioncd them great furprife.

'•The 19th June, after lilling our calks at a fmall well I had difcovered the day be-

fore, and which did not appear to me the work of nature, we continued to afcend the

river : from the point whence we then obferved it, its courfe fcemed to be from a chain

of mountains at little diftance from where we were ; this circumflance made us hope

to be able to afcend to its fource : unfortunately we deceived ourfelves rcfpecting the

dillance of the mountains ; for, after continuing our courfe the whole day long, we per-

ceived they were yet far away. However, at this inflaiot, the bed of the river became
much more narrow j but its depth continued ftill, with little variation, from feven to

eight feet.

" In the mean time three days had pafled in our afcent up the river into the interior

of New Holland: our provifions had greatly diminilhed, and fcarcely fafficient re-

maiiied to fupport us on our return : this confideration occafioned us to renounce our
firit projecl of continuing our navigation to the foot of the mountains ; and the next
day, 20th June, we began our return.

" The 21(1 in the morning, we reached the fliallovvs which detained us on afcending

the river : we hoped to avoid them by keeping on the right fide, but we were mif-

taken, and had not proceeded more than three furlongs before we ran aground. In
vain did we endeavour to drag our boat over the flioal ; we were ultimately obliged to

conflruct a kind of raft, unload our cargo, or at lead the weighty part of it, and after-

wards, getting into the water, to pufli it before us. We fucceeded at la'i by two in

the afternoon in fetting her afloat. Our joy on this occauon was but of fliort exiftence :

grounding again on a fecond bank of fand, only half a foot under water, we were
obliged to labour feveral hours in order to overcome this lafl: obftacle ; and never fhould
we have fucceeded but for a flrong breeze which happened mofl: opportunely to relieve

us from our critical fituation. In fad, at this epoch, we were overcome with fatigue

and cxhauftion ; for thirteen hours had we been in mud and water up to the waift,

conftantly employed in attempting to remove our boat : we had fcarcely mure than one
meal's provifion left ; and, as it was impofiibie we fliould regain our veffel in Isfs

than four and twenty hours, we could not repair our exhauflied powers by nouriiliinenr.

8 In
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In midfl: of this embarraflment and danger, night came on : we were about to land in

order to dry ourfelves and recruit our (trength, when all at once a terrible noife, re-

fembling rhe bellowing of a bull, but much louder, and which fecined to proceed from
the neighbouring reeds, petrified us with terror. After this tremendous roar we loft

all inclination to land ; and, although h;df frozen with cold, we preferred paffing the

night in the water fupperlefs, and without once clofing our eyes, owing to the rain and
the cold.

" The 2 2d, at day break, all jumped into the water to continue their labour at the

boat ; the tide rifing afhffed our cfForts, which were at laft fucccfsful. Shortly after we
halted to kindle a large tire in order to warm our frozen limbs, and take foine nou-

rifliment. Continuing afterwards to defcend the river, we at length arrived at its

mouth ; we left it by keeping along the left bank, and in the evening got on board,

drcadfhlly haraflLd with fatigue and want of food."

The importance of the relation of Mr. Bailly has caufed me to give it at length ; it

is the more valuable as tending to elucidate the phyfical hiftory of New Holland,

and in this point of view pofttflcs inttrefl: as well for the naturalift as the geogra-

pher.

In the mean time the boat, fliipwrecked on the neighbouring coaft, had fuffered con-

fidcrable damage, which neceilitatcd the difpatch of carpenters to repair. Four whole

days were employed in this indifpeni'able objoft, and it was not before the night of the

2 2d that it returned on board. We then received the following details of the opera-

tions and misfortunes of our companions.

On their way to explore the iflands fouth-fouth-eafl of our anchorage, on which ex-

pedition they failed the 1 8th June, they at fiifl proceeded alongfide a ledge of rocks

of confidcrable extent ; they afterwards approached a fma-ll barren ifiand, denominated

by us Berthollet. South of this laff, they difcovered a third, nearly as large as the ifle

Rotlnefl, which we named Buache. On this laft were a great number of lea-calves at

a flight diflance from the fea, which appeared as if inclined to difpute the landing of

cur failors. Their temerity coft them dear, for many of them were flaughtered.

Obliged to reimbark haflily on account of the wind blowing occafionally in guRs
from the north-north-weft, our companions luffed all night in midft of breakers ; the

fpray was fo plenteous, and thrown over our boat in fuch quantity, as to require three

men in conftantly baling the water. At three in the morning, cxhaufled with fatigue,

snd ignorant what courfe to take in order to avoid the breakers by which they were

furrounded, they refolved on letting down their grapple. At day-break they hoifled

fail on a northern tack, and endeavoured to make towards the vefi'el ; but the main-

malt of the long boat was foon broken by the violence of the gufls, and, with its fail,

fell overboard into the fea : in vain did they attempt to fplice it, the fury of the wind

rendered ail their eiforts abortive. Driven now by the waves on the breakers, our un-

fortunate comrades refolved on running the boat on fhore. Their boat was lliattercd

in the attempt by the rocks, but happily no one perilhed ; the crew even fucceeded in

hauling it on fhore and preventing its tdtal lofs.

Fixt-d now for a time on this wild coaft, our companions, in the interval of receiving

fuccours from the fliip, made feveral incurfions into the interior. On one of thefe

octafions, having difcovered a fpecies of almond the fize of a v.alnut, they gathered a

number of its fruit. Cooked in afhcs, thefe almonds had a tolerably good tafte, re-

fembHii"- that of a roafted chcfnut ; but all who had the misfortune to eat of thir.n felt

very bad effects from the treacherous aliment. They were af.tdcd witl; a troubleiome

vertigo, and violent retching j every oiie imagined himfelf mortally poilbncd. Thefe

ominous
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ominous fymptoms, however, fubfided, and no one died. " For my part," fays M.

Levillain, who himfelf had eaten two or three of thefe ahnonds, " I was exceedingly

fick After having rendered the whole contents of my ftomach, I contmued to ex-

perience fiich violent and continued retchings, that I threw up two large glaffes of

blood, and felt the niofl bitter agony. Ever fmce" adds he " I continue to feel acute

pains 'in the flomach." Hard fate of navigators, placed in the unfortunate circum*

fiances I have defcribcd, of cither dying ()f hunger, or expofing themfelves to even

a more agonizing death by feeding on poifonous aliments !

_

The pleafure of feeing the dilierent parties fcnt with our expeditions all fafe again on

board, foon drove from our memories the fatigue and difafters we had undergone, but

the inquietude which every one felt on account of the abfence of the Geographe be-

came more lively every day. Captain Hamelin, incapable of imagining that the com-

mander would neglefl: repairing to the anchorage appointed by himfelf, refolved on

prolonging his (lay on this dangerous coaft. Our gentlemen availed themfelves of this

to make new excurfions to the neighbouring iflands, and M. Bailly to encreafe his

obfervaiions on their geological conflitution.

" The 23d June, in the morning," fays this naturalift, " I failed in the great boat

to vifit the ifland Buache, at which we did not arrive before night. On our way we

faw Giraud reef, diftinguiihed by the form of one of the rocks of which it is compofed,

a form much refembling a H oe. This rock is a place of great refort for fca-fowl.

Beyond is the ifland Berthollet, fmall, with fteep fliores, and barren. All thefe

iflands and rocks, difperfed at a (hort diilance from the continent, are conncfted with

each other bv a ledge of rocks extending nearly three leagues from the land. Even the

ifland Rottnefl: itfelf is united to this ledge of reefs : the fca breaks on many points

over this ledge ; and in feveral places there is no paffage for a boat of the fhallowefl:

draught.
" The ifland Buache is compofed of calcareous rocks more or lefs blended with

fand, and contains many impreflions of fliells ; the rocks lie in horizontal beds of

fmall thicknefs, which appear to extend into the interior of the ifland and to form its

ftantiing. Indead of conilituting infulated mountains, thefe rocks form long continued

chains, with, on each fide, a uniform and tolerably fteep declivity. The foil, although

entirely of calcareous fand, fupports a vigorous vegetation. No frefli water was any

where found, nor is this matter of furprife, the nature of the foil being regarded ; for

the fand which forms its fuperficial ftrata impofes on a calcareous rock, the loofe and

porous grain of which ofl'ers no impediment to the filtration of water."

The 27th June, Mr. Bailly landed on the ifland Rottnell, on which he made the fol-

lowing obfervations : " The Ihore is covered with a number of calcareous and fandy

rocks of a greyilh white, and exclufively compofed of the wreck of petrified fhcUs.

The hills nearelt the fliore are of like ftrudure, but covered by downs of fand al-

mofl entirely calcareous. Beyond thefe fandy hills are fheets of water, feparated from
each other by fmall fandy hillocks, the water of them fait as the fea. The tide has

alio a vifible effect on them : fo loofe indeed is the fand of the neighbouring foil, that

the interefl-ing phenomenon I have noticed may with much likelihood be afcribedto the

filtration of the fea. Unlefs indeed this caufe be afligned, it would be diflicult to con-

ceive another, as there exiflis no direft communication between the fea and thefe flieets

of water. We found here two fpecies of fniall fliell-fifli refembling the melania, the

one of a fingle fliell, the other bivalve, but both Ihelisof a rofe colour. 1 he margin
of the chief of thefe ponds was literally covered with fhell-fifli, which were the only
animate beings we found there. Molt of the ponds have fteep banks, and appear to

owe
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owe their origin to the falling in or depreflion of the foil. In midft of the largefl: of

them is an enormous rock, {landing by itfelf, which, by its form, fite, and the hori-

zontal difpofition of its layers, evidently announces that it formerly made part of a hill

which occupied the fite of the pond, and was one of the chain which traverfes the

ifland Rottnefl lengthwife. This conjefturc is moreover founded on the exact corref-

pondence of the folitary rock with the fubfifting hills. The ftone of which it is com-
pofed is wholly calcareous, white, and granulated, and interfperfed with Ihells in good
prcfervation, difpofed, apparently, according to their families.

The period appointed by Captain Hamelin for awaiting the Geopraphe having now
expired without any fight of that vefTel, it was not to be prefumed that we (liould have

chance of feeing her by further procraftinating our flay, we therefore determined to

fleer for Endraght's Land, after leaving a flag on Rottnefl Ifland, with a bottle and a

letter for the commander, in cafe of his touching there. On the 28th June we made
fail for our fecond rendezvous : but, before I purfue the hiflory of our voyage, it feems

requifite I fhould take a general view of that part of Edel's Land we are about to quit.

Rottnefl ifland is of moderate height ; the fides of it are chiefly irregular, indented,

and compofed of rocks of calcareous and fandy freeflone, between which are conflantly

found inlets with a very white fand. The ifland, generally fpeaking, is well wooded ;

and the foil, though every where fandy, appeared to me to produce an abundant and

vigorous vegetation. The interior, interfecied by a multitude of hills, is frequently

of highly graceful appearance. Unfortunately we were able to difcover no foft water,

and every thing leads us to conclude that it produces none. By digging pits two or

three feet deep, at a fliort diilance from the Duvaldailly ponds, fome brackifli water

might, however, pollibly be found, potable on urgent occafions.

We noticed here, in great abundance, a fmall Ipecies of kangaroo about two feet

high : we likewife met with a fecond quadruped, the fize of a large rat, which the

Dutch navigators, in faft, took for a rat, but which, according to the obfervations of our

raturalifl I\i. Peron, belongs to a new and very remarkable genus, defcribed in the

zoological works of that eflimable and laborious naturalifl. Phocas are feen in vail

numbers on the difterent fandy beaches of the coall ; they occafionally penetrate a

confiderable diftance into the forefls. We faw fome of them which were very large :

they were commonlv grey ; but fome were of a reddifh and others of a black colour.

The laft \\ ore the fmallefl, and perhaps the mofl young ; for we faw a female of an

afli-grey giving milk to her fucklings, which were black. The fat of thefe animals is

good to eat when frefh ; we frequently made ufe of it to fry our food with, and never

found it give the fmallefl fmell or tafle that was difagreeable. The fur of the ma-

jority of them is fine and thick, and confequently might become of much interefl, as

it would be an eafy matter for a vefTel to load a rich cargo of their fkins.

Reptiles (fnakes) on the iilrj: ! are pretty common ; many that we found were four

and five feet long, by from one and a half to two inches in diameter ; their colour was

that of polifhed fteel. Rottnefl Illand alfo produces a fingular fpecics of Hzard, in

which my friend M. Peron found a combination of toes hitherto unoblerved in the

family of lizards. This one has but two belonging to the forefeet, while the hind

have three.

The illand is not inhabited j nor did it appear to us that it was ever vifued by thole

who live on the main.

During our flay in the roads of the ifland, the wind blew fierce every point of the

compals. The eall wi; d in general was weak, and brought fine weather j the wcfl,

louth-wcil, and north-weft, on the contrary, brought on ftorms and rain.

6 Fifliing
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Filliinp yielded us n b.rcjc and excellent fiipply of food : fonie days paflTod, however,

wiihout our being able to catch a fingle fifh ; they appeared to me to be chiefly there

when tlie winds were ftilleft and the lea mod calm. It is poffible on fuch occafions

that the fi(h proceed to greater diltance from fliore, and return only when the fe;i, too

turbulent, renders nccellary they fliould feek fhallower water and lefs tumultuous

waves.

What alfo, among the fifli, tnoft occafioned our furprife, was the multitude of fquali,

or fharks, moft of ihem of enormous fize, which kept inceffantly hovering round the

fliip. One which we caught had a much more pointed muj:z.le than the reft ; it mea-

furcd sixteen (F.nglifli; feet in length, in circumference nearly twelve feet, and weighed

twelve hundred weight and upwards. Some that we faw even doubled the fize ot this.

We may hence infer that in no part the L'a produces monfters of this defcription of

greater bulk, or more formidable. We likcwife, but chiefly when the fea was calm,

remarked many fea-ferpcnts round the ihip.

The ifland Berthollet is abfolutely barren, and furroundcd by rocks and breakers,

efpecially in the fouihcrn part : in the north-eaft is a fmall fandy beach, where a landing

may be cft'eded.

The ifland Buache, much fimilar in appearance to Rottnefl Ifland, is furrounded by

banks which render it dilTicult of approach, notwithftanding it has in many parts <i

fandy (hore. The interior is entirely covered with wood ; the trees on it are generally

loftv, and the flirubs of good fize ; vegetation is remarkably attive, notwithfl:anding its

con'ftantly f;mdy furface. I faw partridges on the ifland, and crows of a fmaller fize than

in Europe, but of excellent flavour : feals here are found in far greater plenty than on

Rottnefl Ifland.

As to the river of Swans, it cannot be confidered adapted to fupply the water requifite

for a vcflel : in the firft place its mouth is diflicuh to enter, and its courfe is obflru6ted

by fand-banks ; and fecondly, in order to find frefli water, boats mufl proceed up the

river too great a diftance.

On leaving Rottnefl Ifland we bore towards the north, defigning to coafl along at a

fliort diilance from flicre, provided the wmd fliould continue favourable ; but a gale

fpringing up in our face, we were under neceflity of making feveral tacks to the weft-

ward, which carried us out of fight of land. Still, on our eaftern tack, we were fre-

quently able to diftinguifli it for fome tiine together, and thence were enabled to afcer-

tain its general conftitution, which we found, along the whole extent of this part of

Edel's Land, a mournful counterpart of the monotonous coaft of Leuwin's Land. As,

therefore, contrary winds, and our anxiety to rejoin the Geographe, prevented our dedi-

cating the requifite time to our making a complete geographic fketch of this coaft, we
contented ourfelvcs with tracing the bearings neceffary for the correftion of the inanu-

fcript Dutch chart entrufted to us on our leaving Europe, which contained many
ferious errors.

The 8th and 9th of July, we faw the iflands Turtel Duyf (Turtle Dove) and the

Abrolhos, on which Pelfart was wrecked in 1629. We fancied thefe laft iflands

were placed at too great diftance from the main, from which, by our reckoning, they
were but eight leagues diftant, and were folicitous of paffing through the inter-

vening channel, which parts them from the continent, to afcertain their exaft diftance

from ii ; bur not being able to eftect this point on account of the adverfe winds, we
merely afcerlained the pofition of this groupe of formidable iflands. When at a
diftance of ten or twelve leagues from the main, the Abrothos appeared confounded
with it

: ihey are of flight elevation, and bounded by red breakers, againft which the

fea
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fea daflies with violence ; but thefe breakers do not extend fo far out to fea as is marked
in the Dutch charts. Yet, as the fea was little ruffled while we were in fight of the

Abrolhos, it is poflible that the breakers did not fecm to us to extend fo far as they

really do.

The 1 6th of July we were abreafl of the Thorny or Difficult Paffage, fouth of the

ifland Dirk Hartighs : we coaflcd along that ifland at only two miles diftance : it is

bounded by a fucceflion of breakers which run but little out to fea. By eight in the

morning we reached the pafs between the iflands Dirk Hartighs and Dorre : the plum-
met indicated a fine fandy bottom, on which we caft anchor.

CHAP. X.— Operations of the Nainralijte at Endragbt''s Land.

[From the i6th of July to the 21ft of September, 1801.]]

SCARCELY had we anchored in the Bay of Sharks ere we anxioufly fought if the

Geographe lay there, or had left traces of having been at any of the neighbouring

iflands. The boats we fent for this purpofe brought us no intelligence refpefting the

veflel, and we felt firmly perfuadcd that (he had not been on this coaft. Under fuch

delicate circumftances, Captain Hamelin thought expedient to hold a council, and at his

fummons we all waited upon him. Here, after an exatl recapitulation of the different

circumftances of our voyage fince we left the bay of the Geographe, we concluded that

it was improbable any accident fliould have befallen our confort; and that it was not Icis

unlikely that the Geographe fhould have returned to the fouth : we confequently were
of opinion that we ought to wait for her here no more than a week or ten days, and in

cafe of her non-arrival, by the expiration of that time that we fliould "continue our courfe.

Captain Hamelin then communicated to us his private inflructions from the com-
mander, which bore an exprefs order for his awaiting him at the Bay of Sharks. After

fuch inflruclions there was no room left to deliberate : but it was not without vexation

we faw ourfelves thus condemned to lofe our time on thefe gloomy fhores, in cafe the

Geographe fhould not come to feek us, which we were,fearful would be the cafe from
w hat we knew of the charafter of our chief.

Our flay here being thus refolved upon. Captain Hamelin, for better fhelter, de-

termined to fleer for the bottom of the bay, but previoufly he detached three men to

the ifland Dirk Hartighs, with inflruclions to eflablifli fignals to inform the Geographe
of his being there, in cafe that veflel fhould appear at the entrance of the bay.

On his return from the ifland Dirk Hartighs, our chief boatfwain brought with hini

a pewter plate, about fix inches in diameter, on which was rudely engraven two in-

fcriptions in the Dutch language ; the firfl dated the 25th of October, 1616, the fecond

the 4th of February, 1697. This plate was found on the north fide of the ifland,

which on this account we denominated the Cape of the Infcription ; it was half covered

with land, lying near a decayed oaken pofl:, to which it appeared to have been nailed.

The following is the tranflation of the two infgriptions

:

1616,

The 25th of Odober, the fliip Endraght of Amflerdam touched here, the chief

owner Gilles Micbais Van Luck ; the captain Dirk Hartighs of Amflerdam ; he failed

the 27th of the fame month: Bantum was fupercargoj Janfl:ins the maflcrj Pieter

Ecoores Van Bu The year 1616.

1697.
The 4th of February, 1697, the fliip Hct Geelvink of Amflerdam touched here : the
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captain Wilhem de Vlaminjr of Vlielandt ; Joannes Bremer of Copenhagen, mate
;
the

chief pilot Michel Bloom Van Eftigt of Bremen : alfo, the dogger Nyptangh, Gcrrit

Colaart of Amfterdam, captain ; 'Iheodoriis Hermans of the fame place, mate ; Gerrit

Gcrritzcn of Bremen, malter, (or chief pilot) : alio, the galliot Ilet Wefeltje, Cornelis

de Vlaming of Vlielandt, commander, Coert Geritzen of Bremen, mafter. Sailed

hence with'our flotilla from the Auftral lands under deftination for Batavia.

After copying thefe two infcriptions with greatnicety, M. Hamelin caufed a new poll

to be made, and fent the plate back to be reinftated on the fame point of the ifland

whence it was taken: he would have deemed it facrilege to have kept this plate,

refpeclcd for two centuries by nature and thofe individuals who might have obferved it.

He himfclf caufed a fecond plate to be put up, in the north-eafl; part of this ifland, on

which was infcribcd the name of our corvette, and the date of our arrival on thefe

(liores.

The 2d of Augufl: we quitted the ifland Dirk Hartighs, and proceeded to an-

chor under the Middle Ifland of Dampier ; the fame day I received orders to take the

plan of a part of the bay, that is to fay of the eaftern coalt of Dirk Hartighs Ifland, from_

its north-eall point to the fouthern inclufive, and of the fouthern and eafleni fliores of

the bay, after which I was to make the northern part of Middle Ifland, where the Na-

turalifl;e was to wait for me at anchor. In the nautical and geographical part of the

voyage, I fliall detail this excurfion at length, here it will be fufficient I give the

refults.

Throughout the whole of the 2d, the calm weather prevented my making much way :

1 coafted the cafl;ern fide of Dirk Hartigh's land, and doubled a fmall but pretty re-

markable point, which I called Obfervation Angle, (Coin de Mire) ; I afterwards dif-

covered a fmall bay and an iflet, which received the diitinctive appellation of the Bay

and Iflet of Tetroodons (bladder-fifh) from the number of fifli of this defcrlption in the

bay, of which our failors caught abundance. Whales here were in fuch numbers that

1 was often obliged to change my courfe in order not to run foul of them ; I likewife

faw fome tortolfes, and many fmall fliarks. I paflTed the night on the fouth point of

the Bay of Tetroodons, which I denominated the Point of Refuge, for what reafon will

fhortly appear.

In courfe of the 4th I doubled cape Ranfonnet, the fouthern extremity of Dirk

Hartigh's ifland, and completed a furvey of the Thorny or Difficult Paflage, fo named

by Dampier, from the dangerous breakers which piojeft from the fouth-wefl: part of

the ifland. At night-fall I landed from a fmall bay adjoining cape Ranfonnet, where I

obferved a number of holes the fize of a man, which feemed fo many burrows : it

would be diflicult to determine by what animal they were formed, the largefl: qua-

druped we difl^inguiflied on the ifland not having exceeded a rabbit in fize.

'1 he whole of the 5th was pafled in lufling up againft adverfe winds ; and I was con-

flrained to feek an afylum for the night at Cape Refuge.

During the 6th the bad weather continued, and caufed me to run confiderable hazard
in the midfl: of the Ihoals which lie at the opening of the harbour I fliall prefently

fpeak of.

The 7th, after failing all day over a fand-bank, on which there was fcarcely fufficient

draught of water for the boat to navigate, at night I landed oppofite to a fmall iflet, but
a mufquct fliot diftant from the fliore. I diftinguiflied on the fand many footflieps of
fuvages, yet fa\y none of thofe by whom they were imprinted. Round feveral extincl

fires
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fres wc perceived abundance of fliells and fifli bones, but no bones belonging to qua-

drupeds, which induces me to conclude that the inhabitants of this part of the coail

draw their chief fubfiftence frOm the fea.

Not far from the iflet of which I fpeak, we found great plenty of pearl-oyflcrs, but

tlic pearls in them were none of greater diameter than half a line.

The 8th, jufl: as we got under fail, and when but at two mufquet fhots from land,

we faw one ot the natives defcend to the beach, although the day before we had in vain

endeavoured to get fight of any : after obfcrving us with attention for fome time, he

tranquilly returned inland. I Toon after dil'covercd an opening in the fliore which

feemed to me to be a river. 1 made fcveral attempts to penetrate into it, but in vain :

an uninterrupted bank of fand prevented all entrance, and hindered me from rcfolving

iiiy fufpicions. This river, if fach it fhould prove, mull be inconfiderable, and will ever

be unintcrefting to navigators on account of its want of accefs. In my chart it is

noticed under the name of theSuppofed River.

After doubling a large cape, which I termed Cape Ileiriflbn, I obfervcd a toicrablv

large inlet, the dircdion of which was fi'om north to fouth. On penetrating into it I

found myfelf in a fmall but very Cmi harbour ; this, however, from being ciofcd by a

i'and bank on w Inch is no more than three feet water, will ever be ufelcls to (hipping,

1 therefore called it Ufelefs Harbour. The northern point of this harbour is a large

promontory, named Cape Bcllefin, from the phyfician of that name in our corvette.

The loth, after furvcying Ufelefs Harbour, I bore towards the fouth to refume mv
operations at the fpot where I began them on the 7th : towards evening, 1 landed and

pafled the night on a fmall barren and folitary idet. We found on it a prodigious

number of fea-birds, which all took to flight with loud fcreams, as foon as we fet foot

on fliore. They remained a long time hovering over our lieads, and owing to their

white plumage, which rendered them vifible notwithftanding the darknefs, they pre-

fented a fingular fpeftacle : we killed fevcral of them, and likevvife found a number of

their eggs, but neither the flefh of the fowl nor the eggs were well tailed ; the eggs in

particular, though frelh laid, were fcarcely eatable. At day-break we left this iflet,

cilled by nic, in honour of our excellent boatfwain, Lefebvre.

The 11th I diilinguilhed a new opening, towards which I endeavoured in vain to

advance, the wind being directly in our teeth ; I perceived, moreover, ten or twelve

iflets, in front of a low, fandy, and very barren point of land, fouth ot the opening
;

which, from theenfign who accompanied me, I termed Girard Point. On travcrfrng

the vicinage of our place of debarkation, I perceived feveral habitations, and many foot-

fleps of the natives : fome of thefe were prints of Angularly large feet, one that I

meafured exceeded 12 5- inches (Englifh).

In courfe of the nth, I ileercd towards the opening perceived the day before, which

received the name ot Dcpuch Entrance, from one of our mofl clUmable and molt unfor-

tunate companions, I dilcovcrcd alfo fome fmall iflets, fimilar altogether to thofe of the

preceding days : I thought I defcried, likewife, the mouth of another river ; but, as

was the cafe on the 8th, I found the entry into it clofed by a fand-bank. Doubling

afterwards C.irard's Point in my courfe fouthward, I recognized fcveral fmall ifles, two

of which, more extenfive than the others, were alfo of Icfs barren appearance. 1 landed

towards evening on the largi ft of thefe two lafl, which I called the Ifland of Three

Bays, on account of its triangular form, and its having on each of its fides a well out-

lined inlet of a fandy bottom, where fmall veilels may at any time find excellent fliLlter.

This fmall ifland is tolerably wooded : its fliores yield (ilh and oyfters : its greateft ex-

tent is about a mile.

5 N 2 The
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The I vh, nfrcr having inaJc the circuit of the whole of the extremity of the deep

bay, in which I had hci-a lai'i:ig fcveral days, 1 began to afcend towards the north ;

fliortly after I difcovered fome new iflets, and a fmall ifland, named by me Lefchenauh,

from one ofour botanifts. It was about a league in length, and in every part barren.

In the morning of the i4lh, after having pufled a pritty bay, I doubled a point re-

markable from two iflets in front of it; the point I named Moreau, from one of our

niidfliipmcn. The wliolc of the remainder of the day was employed in furveying the.

coatl:, which I kept in fight; and by the furvey I fatisfied myfelf that what, after

Dampicr, we had conceived to be an ifland, called by him Middle Ifland, is no other

than a long peninfula. On arriving at Cape Lefueur, I noticed that the land turned

fuddenly to the n.-)rth-ea(t, and perceived the corvette Naturalifte anchored in a bay,

which we denominated DanipierBay, in honour of the celebrated navigator of that

name by whom it was firft difcovered. My feeing the veflel ferved to confirm me in the

belief that the land opjjofue to us was really the fame we had hitherto miflaken for an

ifland. I regained the (hip in the evening, after an abfence of a fortnight, during which

I had made ihe circuit of more than two-thirds of this va(l inlet, fo improperly termed

the Bjy of Sharks. The harbour I had thus reconnoitred is nearly thirty leagues deep.

I termed it H. Freycinct Harbour, from my brother, lieutenant on board the Geo-
graphe ; and the large peninfula, which forms its eaftern fide, received the name of my
friend M. Pcron.

While abfcnt from the fliip, feveral events took place, of which I fhall render a fuc-

cinct account. On the 3d of Auguft, Captain Hamelin came to the northward to

anchor, about feven or eight miles from the peninfula Peron ; the next day, a great

fmoak being perceived to rife fuddenly from the neighbouring lands, the captain fent

Meflfrs. St. Cricy and Baillie to examine into the caufe. .Thefe gentlemen, immediately
on landing, were met by about thirty favagcs, armed with long fpears and clubs, who
made a great clamour, and Teemed difpofed to direcl their firfl attack on M. St. Cricy,
when this officer, though with regret, difcharged a mufquet over their heads. The
noife of the explofion, to them a noife fonew, occafioned fo much furprize and terror,

that they all at once fled over the fliore, cleared the downs, and were loft in the
thickets. The fmoak feen arofe from a very large fire kindled by thefe men.
The 6th, an obfervatory was ereded on the neighbouring peninfula, and M. St,

Cricy was direded to verify the time-pieces ; but the variation of temperature on land
was fo great, that after a few days this gentleman was obliged to return on board with
the watches.

The fame day, the 6th of Auguft, our longboat, which after its damage near Rott-
neft Ifland had been only temporarily repaired, was hauled on the fand to undergo a
complete refit. On this work all our carpenters and caulkers were employed : a cer-
tain number of failorswere likewife difpatched to cut down wood, and collect what was
necefl:i)ry for our provifian. We had thus a fmall camp on fliore, confifting o-f about
thirty perfons. '1 he necefllty of providing thefe with water, and the continual trouble
which the tranfport of that indifpenfible article from the fliip would occafion, "ave birth
to the plan of taking the ftill on fliore, for the purpofe of diftilling fait water.'' « This
duty," fays M. Bailly, " was confided to me ; and though the conftrudion of part of
the apparatus was defedive, I fucceeded in obtaining daily about forty quarts of water,
a quantity amply fulHcient for the thirty individuals on fliore. Sea-water, after diftil!
lation, is not unpleaianr, it has merely ar^ empiieumatic flavour, which is diffipated by
expofurc to the armofphere, and is cenainly preferable to the bad water fo frenuentlv
uled on board of fliips.

'

« The
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" The utility of this chymical apparatus, fo evident from the advantage we derived

from it, fhould caufe it ever to be a part of the equipment of a veffel, efpccially on voy-

ages to explore coafls where water may pofllbly not be found ; in inftances of fliipwreck

alio, it might prove the falvaiion of many lives."

The 22d of Auguft, MefTrs. Faure and Moreau were difpatched in the greater boat

to explore the coaft near our anchorage. They were to commence their furvey, from
the point named by M. St. Allouarn, High LandPoint, the point where mine terminated,

and thence trace the eaftern coaft of the Peninfula Peron, till again abreaft of this point

;

after which, they were to return to the fliip. The expedition was completed by the

31ft ; on the arrival of our comrades, we learnt they had difcovcrcd a fmall bay, fince

termed the Bay of Attack, lying fouth of High Land Point. The point which bounds
it fouthvvard, larger than the lalt mentioned, was denominated Point Guichenault, from
the name of one of the two companions of M. Peron in the hardOiips he endured,

which will be noticed as we proceed. Farther on, and conftantly advancing fouthvvard,

a fccond bay was difcovered called L'Haridan Bay, its fouthern point being named Petit

Point, from one of our unfortunate companions. Eaftward of Cape Petit they difco-

vered a tolerably large ifland, of which they merely examined the weftern coaft ; it

was denominated, from the geographer by whom it was firftdiftinguiftied, and who drew
a chart of its coaft, Faure Ifland. Hence proceeding fouthtvtird, another bay or large

harbour prefentcd itfelf, the foundings of which were taken ; it is feparated from the

preceding only by an ifthmus, termed, from the fecond doctor of the Geographe,

Taillefcr.

Afcending afterwards towards the north, the party found large fand banks covered

with turtle, and thence denominated Turtle Banks. Induced by the eafe with which
they might be taken, a landing to procure fome was efFefled on Faure Ifland, and in

lefs than three hours fifteen were turned, weighing from 122 to 147 kilogrammes*

each. Laden with this valuable cargo they returned on board. The large harbour

above noticed, not fo deep, but more fpacious than that on the weft, received its name
from Captain Hamclin, with univerfal confent.

Our provifions were now nearly exhaufted, and no intelligence of the Geographe
had yet been received. All that depended on the captain towards efteding a junction

with that velfel by a ftridt obfervance of his orders, had been done j and no hope now
remained of lulling in with it, but by a return to the place whence he had fet out, a

meafure he refolved to put in immediate execution.

We in confequence got under weigh the 4th of September, firft for Timor, after

having paflbd forty-nine days in the Bay of Sharks. Of this bay there remains 1 Iliould

give a general dclcription.
*

After Dirk Hartighs and Vlaming, the next European who vifited thefe fliores was

Dampier, to whom the Weftcrn World is indebted for the firft and oulycorreft no-

tions of thefe countries previous to our expedition. This fkiliul navigator anchored

north of the Pcninfula Peron, which, as we have noticed, he miftook for an ifland, and

gave the name of Shark's Bay to the I'pacc ccmpiized between the iflauds weftward and

the continent. \%ithout having furveyed the form of this fuppofed bay or its breadth.

It is by no means a matter of furprize, after Dampier, couunonly fo exatSt in all his

works, had given the name of bay to an aflemhlage of bays, harbouis, iuid coves, which

had a general appearance of what is comprehended under that deuomiuation, that it

• 26410 318 lbs. Avoirdupois.
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fhould {lill be preferved notwithftanding its impropriety. This is rightly done perhaps,

as it prevents the ill confequences of changes in nautical names.

St. Alloiiarn in the Gros Ventre, armed en flute, vifited thefe fhores in the year

177 2, and made himfclf acquainted with the land north of the peninfula. He gave the

namc'ofHigh Land I'oiiittothe moft northern cape of this peninfula, but left this part

without determining any other portion of the geography of Endraght'sLand.

'ilie rtfult of our labours is : that we have nearly afcertained the fo called Bay of

Sharks to be a great bight, fifty leagues in depth, taken from Cape Cuvier northward

to the fouihern extremity of the gulfVreycinft ; that all the eaftern coaft isexclufivcly

formed by the continent, and the wcftern of the in?t Koks, the iHands Dorre and Ber-

nicr, Dampicr's Reef, the great illand Dirk Hartighs, and a portion of the continent.

All the middle part of this bight is occupied by the great continental peninfula, ead and

well; of which the harbours of liamelin and Freycinft are fituate.
'

It were fuperfluous, after the picture of thefe fliores prcfented by M. Peron in tlie

fixth chapter, I (hould recapitulate their miferable fterility ; fufiice it I obferve, that

what that naturalilt has dated of the phyfical conftitution and various productions of

Bernier Ifland, is (Irictly applicable to the other iflands and to the main. In every part

layers of land iaipofeon calcareous rocks of left or greater elevation : in every part the

fame fcarcity of frelli water* exifts, the fame aridity, and fimilar deftitution of vegetable

produtElions, Like alfo is the fea zoology, and that of the land, fave in thefe inftances :

the kangaroo is of a larger fpecies on the continent, and the human race and the dog

are found there alone. Of weak organization and very thinly fcattered, man here pre-

fents the fame charafter, with refpeft to his conformation and focial habitude, as we
fhall have occafion eifewhere to notice.

Seen with a failor'seye, this portion ofEndraght's Land prefents good anchorage in

Dampier Bay, is capable of furnifhing wood, and an eftimable (lock of provifions in the

turtle with which it abounds. Commercially viewed, the vafl abundance of whales-

which refort to it render fafe any extent of fpeculation in the fifliery of this animal ; and

while the mariners employed might by the ufe of alembics, at no other expence than

time, find a fubftitute for fprings, which are wholly wanting, in the frefh water from

the fea, the plcnteoufnefs of fifh and turtle would fecure them excellent and healthy

food : pearls alfo might, probably, with a little induftry in feeking them, be found to

repay with ufury the adventurer's toil.

As before noticed we failed on the 4th of September from Shark's Bay for Timor.

By two in the afternoon we gained the middle of the paflage of the Naturalifte, and lofl

fi^iht of the illands Dorre and Bernier at feven in the evening;.
• n • • •

The 15th wediltinguiflied New Saboo, three and half miles diflant north-north-eafl.

The 1 6th at dawn we made Great Saboo, and fteered fo as to pafs between it and the

iflet Benzoard, which flirait we entered at nine in the morning. The fouthern part of

Great Saboo is very high ; its mountains, which decline towards the fea-fhore, are co-

vered with dwellings and beautiful forefts, above the level of the generality of trees, in

which tower lottily the palm and cocoa. Many of thefe lafl: trees alfo are feen on the

beach, their roots waflied by the waves. We coafted fo clofely along this fhore as to

diftinguilh the natives on the ftrand. The ifland is about fix leagues wide ; its north-

weft coaft is ftill more lofty than the fouthern, and is alfo fuperior in fertility and beauty.

The ifland Benzoard, oppofite to Great Saboo, where longeft is but five leagues in

length. It is, like its neighbour, lofty, and well covered with wood and inhabitants.

Unthe 2oth September, at day-break, we difcovered the ifle Simao to the eaftward,

9 and



VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OP SOUTHERN LANDS. 83

1

and beyond it, at a great diftance, the lofty mountains of Timor. In the evening we had
fight of the iflands Tico and Rotti.

The lands of Simad, though lofty, are lefs fo than thofe of Great Saboo. This

ifland is woody, and interfered by chains of mountains, running in different direftions.

The foil of the fouthern part is of a ftrong reddifh colour.

Rotti likewife is elevated. The iflet Tico is low, but well wooded : it appears to be
furrounded by a fine flat fandy (hore.

Thefe iflands, altogether, in form and in healthy vegetation by which they are co-

vered, prefentthe mofl: perfed: contrafl: when compared with the low, fterile, and defert

fliores of New Holland.

The 2ifl: of September we failed to the north of Rotti to gain the roadfted of Coo-
pang. By a quarter pad fix we were near enough to diftinguifh a three mafled veffei

at anchor in the harbour. By half pafl feven I was difpatched in the long boat to ac-

quaint the governor with our objedl in vifiting Coopang. When at diftance from the

fhip I faw a boat fteering from Ihore with the French flag ; it was commanded by my
brother. I then learnt that the Geographe had been upwards of a month at Coopang,
and that, from theinftant of our feparation in the Bay of the Geographe, our colleagues

had experienced on our account the greateft anxiety. At length, by one in the after-

noon, we anchored near our confort. Thus, two fliips, defigned and inflrufl:ed to aft

together, after fuch a long and diftreffmg feparation, a feparation totally owing to the

mif-computation and bad management of the commander in chief, by effed of hazard
were once again united.

BOOK III.

FROM TIMOR TO PORT JACKSON, INCLUSIVELY.

CIIAP. XI.— Coiirfe from Timor to the South Cape of Diemen's Land.

[From the 13th November 1801, to the 13th January 1802.3

IN the 5th chapter we have noticed that our commander, even on the outfet of his

voyage, had totally inverted the general plan of operations flietched by government

;

that, inftead of proceeding to double the South Cape, he had gone towards that of

Leuwin, and had employed the whole of his firft voyage in vifiting the fouth-wdtern

coaft of New Holland. The natural courfe of events, and of the feafons, nov/, there-

fore, directed us to the fouthern extremity of Diemen's Land ; and thither-towards, in

facl, did we fleer on leaving Timor. Meeting long with calms and contrary winds,

we experienced much difficulty in doubling Cape Leuwin, but at length this was ef-

fected in the beginning ofJanuary : at the fame time, we were greeted by ftrong gales

from the wefl-north-weft, which carried us i"apid!y towards the fouthern coufts of

Diemen's Land; and tiic 13111 January we dilcovercd the foggy fummits of the

mountains of that great ifland.

In the fuccinct account I am about to render of the chief incidents of this irkfome

vov;igc, 1 deem it right to lay greater flrcls on the fea animals we law, irom their hif-

tory prefenting details equally valuable to the naturalift and the navigator. In fatfl,

the conflancy of rufort of thefe animals to certain fpots, may frequently furnifli the

latter with ufeful indications of the neighbourhood, or dillance ot land. The immor-

tal Cook gave mucli attention to remarks of this kind j and M. dc Fleuiieu, in his

valuable
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valuable appendix to the voyage of Marchand, confidered it of confequence to treat

cfpccially on this fubjeft. This part of his work, which may be regarded as an abridg-

ment of Pelagic Zoology, is certainly of its kind the befl guide an enlightened navi-

gator, or even a naturalift can follow.

The 14th November the fky was covered with vapour, the.barometer fcarcely main-

tained itfelf at 28'' i' ; the thermometer was 23,5° *
; the hygrometer indicated 97'*

of moifture. Our numerous fick were great fulTcrers from this humid and hot

temperature ; and this day died the mailer's mate of the NaturaUfte, M. Savary.

The 15th, we ourlelvcs loft the unfortunate Sautier, our firft journeyman gardener,

an active and laborious man.

I'he fame day we faw a water-fpout in the diflance, on the 16th we again faw

another in the evening, and at night we palTed the Great Saboo.

The 17th, in the morning, we were abreaft of Benzoard Ifland, and, foon after

pafllng it, difcovered New Saboo. This ifland rifes but little above the waves, which

break around it : ftill its furface is chearful ; it feems covered with verdure, and

pretty groves of trees upon it occafionally falute the eye. New Saboo is uninhabited,

and is remarkable for an enormous rock near one of its points, which, at a diflance,

feems as if pierced by a large opening. The unhealthy temperature flill continued :

the condition of our fick became m.ore ferious ; and at eight in the evening we lofl:

Francis Courroyer, one of the moft robuft men, and one of the befl fleerfmen in the

fhip.

This day numerous flights of boobies hovered about our fhip, apparently from the

iflands we had in fight. Thefe birds from this day conflantly accompanied us to the

30th November, traverfmg with us the fpace comprized between the loth and 15th

degree of fouth latitude, a diftance of nearly 125 marine leagues -from fhore. This
remark confirms indeed the obfervations of Lafeuillee, Cook, and Forfter, on the

uncertainty of the indication of neighbouring land deduced from the fight of birds-

of this defcription : though it is equally certain that we never diftlnguifhed any fpecies

of booby in large flights at open fea ; and the voyage I defcribe affords a proof of
this ; for after pafhng the iflands Saboo, we failed conftantly at diftance from land,

yet faw, after being left by thefe, no others till within the neighbourhood of Diemen's
Land, when their numberlefs legions prefented themfelves to our fight nearly at the
fame inftant with the lofty mountains of that great ifland. With i'ew exceptions,
therefore, the appearance of boobies may be looked upon as a very probable indication
of fome neighbouring land ; and to the navigator, who fails in unknown feas, is this

indication elpecially valuable. The fpecies of booby in queftion being new, I have
defcribed it under the denomination of Sula Sabuenfis, (booby of the Saboo Iflands).

The 1 8th November, Maria Hubert, gunner, died on board the Naturalifte.

The 19th, we ourfelves gave to the waves one of our beft failors, called Pougens.
At this period we were fo much incommoded with heat, and our ratio of water
was fo fmall, that fome unfortunate beings were even feen to drink their urine. All
that the phyfician could fay to induce our chief to increafe for the inftant the allow-
ance of water, which might fo eafily be diminiflied on approaching to colder climates,
was ufelefs. It is painful to me to notice fuch matters ; but, in voyages of this
defcription, the lefl"on afforded by misfortune fhould not be omitted nor forgotten :

the moft celebrated navigators have juftly reckoned a privation of water one of the moft
potent predifpofing caul'es of fcurvy on long voyages ; and as we fliall flaortly have

* 72 j° of Fafirenheit.

to
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to detail our participation in this malady, would it not be criminal in ms to pafs over

a circumflance which rehites lb materially to this difaftrous c])idemy ?

The 20th we faw a multitude of phyfales on the furface of the foa, an animal whofe
interefting hiftory is given in the 3d chapter. This fpecics appeared to me different

from that feen in the Atlantic Ocean : I have dcfcribed it under the tirle Phyfalia

auftralis, and have made minute and numerous rcfearchcs into the organization 01 this

fmgular animal, the minutiae of which will be given in the zoological portion of our
voyage.

The 2 2d November, another of our unfortunate gunners died, of the name of
MentcUe. Ail was now conilernation : twenty-five men were on the fick lift, and
many of them, a^ong which were MeiTrs. Depuch and Mange, were very ill ; happily,

in proportion as we advanced towards the fouth, the heat became lefs troublefome,

and our fick mended.

The 24th, we faw for the firfl time fome florm birds, (Procellaria pelagica, Lin.)

We faw them in 14° hit. fouth. The 7th December, in 17° ; and the id January 1802,
in34", we faw others ; in the laft latitude they are very rarely vifible.

The 25th of November we caught a (hark ten feet long, which afforded us a new
fpecimen of the prodigious in-itability of thefe fifli. Indeed, ten minutes after its head
was cut off, and its heart and vifcera torn out, when, in order to wafli it at the pump,
the men were about to drag it forward by the tail, it raifed its body with great quick-

nefs and flrength, and made fuch violent efforts, that feveral men were nearly thrown
down by its exertions. In our paffage from Europe to the Ifle of France, I had before

remarked, in an animal of this genus, a ftill greater irritability. A fliark being caught,

more than tzao hours after it had been cut open, and its vifcera and heart had been

torn out and thrown into the fea, a i;iilor went to cut off its tail ; but fcarcely had the

knife penetrated the flefli, before the (hark contracted itfelf greatly, made feveral

bounds, and continued to move until its tail was cut off with an hatchet.

The 26th, in the evening, on hailing the Naturalifte we learnt that, with refpe£l to

fick, fhe was rot more fortunate than us ; and that, independently of thofe we have

noticed, they had loft Bourgeois of Havre, a youth equally diftinguiflied for his eftiraable

qualities as his excellent education : on the fame day, we threw into the fea a failor

named Ives. Finally, Captain Hamelin informed us that he had ftill eighteen men on
the fick lift, among which M. Levillain, who every day became worfeand worfe. The
bad news we received was more than equalled by that we had to communicate j after

whicli the two vcffels parted.

The 27th we faw vaft numbers of flying-fifli ; thefe again made their appearance

the 30th November, the i ft and 2d December, between 14 and 19° of latitude.

The 2d December we obfervcd the firft Tropic bird, (Pha;ton, iEthercus, Linn.)

the moft beautiful of the equatorial fea fowl ; the 22d we again faw others; and, on
this laft day, we paffed the tropic of Capricorn. Thus then this portion of our re-

marks corroborates what is fo eloquently obfervcd by Buffon refpecling the limits of

the rcfort of this intcrclting bird : " Ilarneffed to the chariot of the fun in the burn-

ing zone which limits the tropics, perpetually flying beneath this torrid fky, without

ever wandering from the two extreme limits of the courfe of that brilliant

luminary, it announces to navigators their approaching paffage beneath thofe celeftial

ligns*."

The I ith December, in 21° of latitude fouth 101° caft of Paris, we diftinguiflied a

petcrcl, the mofl elegant of the antardic fea fowl, and that which has fo repeatedly

* Which arc " thofe celeflinl figns :" the pafTage fo far from meriting the epithet of elegant, borders

ftrongly on arrant noiiltiife. Tr.

VOL. XL ^ o bee**
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been defcribcd in the relations of ancient and modern travellers. The 13th Decein-

ber, we again faw others, and as we had on the fame day obfervcd tropic birds, it

refults that the two birds may be fcen at the fame fpot : the one, exclufively an inha-

biiant of the antaraic regions, delights in icy climates, fogs, and tempefts ;
while the

Other, chained, as Buffon defcribes, to the chariot of the fun, chcrifhes the calm of

the tropics and their ardent temperature. From thefe obfervations, from thofe of

Cook, who in his fecond voyage, met with petrels on this fide 30°, it refults that the

limits fixed by Linna;us for the habitation of thefe birds fhould be placed nearer to

the eqiuitorial regions than 40°, beyond which the celebrated Swedifh naturalifl has

eflablifhed their confines. We moreover obferved them in great numbers the whole

length of Leuwin's Land, and even in the bay of the Geographe, in 33°.

The 1 2th December, for the fifth time, we paffed the tropic of Capricorn. Already

the temperature did not exceed 17^ ; the barometer from 28^ i' had progrellively rifen

to 28" 3'. On this day we loft our mafter-fail-maker, a very refpeftable man, m
efteem with the whole of the officers and crew.

The 25th we faw fome grey petrels, (Procellaria grifa, Linn.)*, we diftinguilhed

others ag.iin on the 29th, 30th, and 31ft of the fame month, in latitude 32° and 33° S.

In fact, this it is which Linnaeus afcribes the northern extreme of the flight of this bird :

Cook however in his voyage did not meet with them lower than at 3c;°.

The 29th, the fea appeared covered with janthines, the moft pleafing of teftaceous

fca niollufce: this mollufca, by means of a branch of fmall bladders filled with air,

fwims freely on the furface of the water, as we have noticed in chap. 3d.

On this brilliant fhell-fifh I difcovered a new fpecies of cruftacea of a beautiful

ultramarine blue ; I recognized it for a pinnotheris, and have defcribed it under the

name of Pinnotlieres janthinte. This difcovcry is fo much the more interefting as it

does not appear that thefe parafite animals have before been noticed in univalve fhells.

The Hime day, 29th December, was the laft of the fufFerings and exiftence of my
colleague M. Levillain. To the cruel dyfentery, that purfued him from our leaving

Timor, was fuperadded a pernicious fweating fever, (V. diaph. de Torti), the fourth

attack of which was fatal. His body was committed to the waves, which by a Angular

fatality had already been the fepulchre of his father and his eldeft brother. This

death occafioned a real forrow in all on board the two fliips ; M. Levillain, in faft,

was of an exceedingly mild and gentle chara^er, and had endeared himfelf to every

one. During his ftay at Dampier Bay, he made a beautiful colIeiSlion of the petrified

(hcll-filh, which form very extenfive banks on thefe fhores, and the fludy of which is

rendered the more interefting from the major part of them having, apparently, their

living counterparts at the foot of the very rocks they form.

The 3d January 1802, a violent gale from the weft-north-weft fucceeded the flagging

winds and dead calms we had previoufly for fome time experienced ; the barometer
rapidly funk from 28" 3' to 2j^ lo'. The fky was covered with thick and darkifti

clouds ; and during the night we had a copious fall of rain. On the fucceeding day
the wind continued to blow ftrong and in violent gufts, the fea was prodigioufly

fwelled, and the pitching of the fliip was very great : but the velocity with which we
advanced made us bear with pleafure thefe appendant inconveniencies. In midft of
the battling waves we faw two whales of monftrous fize, which paflTed clofe by our
fhip

; the fpecies I was, however, unable to afcertain, as they only ftiewed themfelves
for an inftant on the furface, difappearing afterwards, and occafioning a vaft undula-
tion at the fpot they left

:

AtTurgiint longo proper.intes agmiiie fludus

Mifccnturque vadia imis. Stat. Theb.

The
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The 5th, we found ourfclvcs in lat. 37° fouth,long. 1 17° eafl; of Paris. Here the great

equinoftial pe rjl, (proccUaria equinoxialis, Linn.) dilappeared ; we firft diflinguifhed it

in about 21° of latitude, from which time it had been continually vifible from our fhip ; as

therefore this bird, from the limits of the torrid zone, was feen for 18° in advance

towards the pole, as alio the range of it is ftated by Edwards, Brown, and Linnaeus,

to extend as far fouth as the latitude of the Cape of Good Hope, and even that oi

New Zealand, it muft be allowed that no name could have been given to this fpecies

lefs fuited to it than that of equinoxial.

The blowing weather continued during the 6th and 7th : on the latter day we were

in lat. 39<^ fouth, long. 1 20° : the thermometer denoted 10° of heat only *, and a lively

fenfation of cold obliged us to put on our winter clothing. We, on thefe days, for

the firfl: time, had fight of the albatrofs, defcribed by Forfler, of a chocolate colour,

(Diomedia fpadicea.) As early as the 4th we had feen in lat. 35°, the common alba-

trofs, (Diomedia exulans, Linn.) the largeft of antardlic fea fowl; and of this we
obferved the two varieties white and brown, which poflibly it might be well to regard

as two diflind; fpecies, as I fhall endeavour elfewhere to prove them to be. Some of

thefe birds meafured upwards of ten feet between the extremities of the extended

wings. The chocolate-coloured albatrofs, as to Forfter, feemed to us to be fm.aller

than the common one. Thefe animals follov.ed our fnips till within fight of Diemen's

Land, and the number of them appeared to increafe in proportion as we advanced

towards the cold and foggy climates in which they chiefly dwell.

Many interefling animals prefented themfelves to my obfervatlon during the 9th.

The firfl: were thofe large brown gulls, (harus cataracles, Linn.) known to mariners by the

name of fhoemakers, and Port Lgmont fowls. Cook faw legions of them in midfl: of

the fields of ice which limited his hazardous voyage in 64° fouth. Next to the albatrofs,

this fpecies of gull is the mofl; powerful fca-fowl of the antarctic regions.

The other flocks of birds feen on the 9th, were the fea-fwallow (Sterna), of which

were three fpecies, the flierna obfcura, Linn. ; anew fpecies defcribed by me under the

name of flcrna mclanofama, on account of the black colour of its body ; and another,

alike unknown to naturalifls, but which refembles the fl;erna cafpia, Linn, and which

I denominated flerna cafpioides. On the fame day we perceived on the waves an

enormous fpecies of fepia, poflibly of the genus calmar, (Loligo, Lamark) of the fize

of a butt or pipe ; it rolled on the waves with much noife ; and its long arms, fprcad

over their furtace, and in confliant motion, refembled fo many enormous reptiles.

Each of its arms were iuore than fix or feven feet long, by from fcven to eight

inches in diametfr. It is, doubtlefs, to fome animal of this family that Don
Pernetty does not hefitate to attribute fuch prodigious dimenfions, fuch an enormous

weight that, fays he, fliould it happen to fafl;en itfelf to the upper rigging of a fliip by

climbing the fhrouds, it might occafion its overfetting :—a childifli tale, no doubt,

but very poflibly derived from the appearance of fome animal of extraordinai7 fize

of this genus.

The lolh January the wind flill continued to blow hard ; I difcovered a new fpecies

of gull, which I defcribed under the name of larus melanopterus, on account of its

black wingp. The fame day wc faw, for the firft time, fwimming on the furface of

the waves, heaps of fucus gigantinus. It is not without rcafon this fea-plant has re-

ceived this fpecific denomination ; for at an after period I faw many branches of it,

flot lefs than from two to three hundred feet long. I fliall, oa noticing this again,

• 50° of Fahrenheit.

COS defcribe
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defcribe by what means nature is enabled to raife thefe long branches from the bottoai

of the fea, and how fhe qualifies them to lloat on its furfocc.
,

The lith, I dcfcribed, under the title of the white muzzled dolphin (Delphinus Leu-

coramphus) a new fpecies of dolphin, which M. de Lacepede, in his hiilory of cetaceous

anirj^.als, has diftinguiflied by my name (Delphinus Peronii). A phenomenon, cer-

tainly worthy of much attention, is that tendency remarked in all animals of becoming

white in proportion to the nearnefs of their abode towards the pole, i'hus, in the fame

regions which produce white foxes, white bears, &c.'*; the white dolphin is likewife

found Delphinus leucas, Linn. ; and in high fouthern latitudes, befides the D. Leuco-

ramphus, which I have noticed, there exilts a fecond fpecies of the fame genus, firfl;

obferved by Commerfon, and afterwards by Forlter, the body of which is white, and

only retains fome few fpots of a blueifli brown.

_

The 1 2th of January we reckoned ourfelvesin 44° of latitude fouth ; longitude 141"

27' eaft of Paris ; we vvere confequently not f;ir from Diemen's Land. In the night we

had a heavy fall of rain and abundance of hail ; the next morning early, after a voyage

of fixty-one days, we difcovered the firft lofty fummits of that great ifland.

CHAP. XIL— Southern Part of Diemen's Land.

[From the 13th of Jcinuary to the 17th of February, 1802.]

THE 13th of January, at day-break, we had fight of land, bearing from N. N. E.

to E. N. E. At eight o'clock we were abreaft of th.e fouth-wefl cape ; fliortly after we

diftinguiflied the fmall iflands Witt, and the folitary Mewftone rock. From eight

o'clock till noon we failed rapidly along the fouthern extremity of Diemen's Land.

At noon we doubled the fouth cape, the ultimate point of the 'world in the eaftern

hemifphere (towards the fouth). The Swilly and Eddy(tone rocks then bore fouth of

us, fcarcely within the fcope of fight. In the mean time the looks of all were direfted

towards the land ; we beheld with admiration thofe lofty mountains which nature, like

fo many bulwarks of granite, feemed to oppofe to the raging of the ocean, the

which thence ftretches to the icy regions of the antarctic pole. We viewed with delight

thofe widely fpreading plateaux of the interior, rifing in amphitheatric form over all its

furface, and cloalhed in every part by deep umbrageous woods. The fea, in the

interim, was rough, the wind blew with great force and in gufts from the fouth-wefl:

;

the temperature of the atmofphere was cold, the air- foggy^ and long fcarfs of vapor

extended over the greyifli flanks of the mountains and the forefts. The fog was fhortly

after fucceeded by heavy rain, by hail, and fleet ; boobies, and gulls, and cormorants,

and fliernre, in num.berlefs legions from the neighbouring rocks, flew round about our

fliips, and mingled their piercing fcreams with the roaring of the angered waves ; a long

file of white muzzled dolphins, with many others of the cetaceous tribe, performed

their evolutions around us ; in fliort, every thing feemed to unite in imprefling a degree

of folemnity on our making thefe coalts ; all announced our touching the extremity of

the fouthern world.

The Boriel Iflands were difl;inguiflied at half-pafl: twelve, forming the moft fouthern

point of Storm feay. The commander fignaled Captain Hamelin to advance into the

channel Dentrecafleaux. Scarcely was this effedted before a large reef of rocks wrs

perceived, which obliged the Naturalilfe to keep clofe to the wind on the {larboard,

* Add to wiiich tlie wbite crow, white fparrow, &e.

and
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and make for fea ; we followed her example. At this time there fell abundance of

fleet ; the guft of wind encreafed in iinpetuofity, and we were under neccflity of reefing

mod of our fails ; at length we fucceedt^d in doubling the rocks in front of the Barren

Iflands. Steering now for Cape Brany, we threaded the channel, keeping clofe as pof-

fib'.e to Cape Labillardiere. At half-pafl four we anchored in the great bay, wth
twjnty-three fathoms water and a muddy bottom, th.e ifland of Partridges lying eaft of

our anchorage about a mile diltant.

Of all thedifcoveries of modern date made on Diemen's Land, that of Dentrecafleaux

Channel is, indifputably, the moil lingular and important. After efcaping the notice

fucceiiively ot Jaiinan, Furncaux, Cook, Marion, Cox, Hunter, and Bligh, it was merely

by an error which might have been fatal that it was found by the French admiral.

In the general defcription I have to give in another place of Diemen's Land, I fliall

more particularly dwell on the channel Dentrecafleaux : it will be fufficient here I

fliould prefent the chief events which occurred during our flay, and our operations at

this fpot.

The principal objecl of our anchoring at this extremity of Diemen's Land being to

renew our ftock of water, the commander haftened the expedition of boats to different

points,in fearch of this indilpenfable article. M. IL Freycincl, with this view, being

difpatched to the river Huon and the port of Swans, was accompanied by M. Lefueur

and myfelf.

At nine o'clock we paflTed the fmall ifland nearefl the entrance of the port ; it is

covered with verdure, trees, and fhrubs, which give it the appearance of a beautiful

plantation. At haif-paft nine we reached the port of Swans. Of all the places I faw

in the courfe of our long voyage, this, to me, appeared the moft pidurefque and pleaf-

ing. The extremity of the port prefents a prolped of feven tiers of mountains riling

by gradation one above the other ; on the right and left it is furrounded by lofty hills

which terminate in a number of little promontories that form between them various

fmall but romantic harbours. Every where the moft lively vegetation greets the eye

with multiplied productions ; the fhorcs are bordered by large trees, perpetually green,

and lb dole together as to prefent forefts almofl impenetrable. Innumerous flights of

paroquets, and cockatoos, of moft beautiful and variegated plumage, fluttered round

their fummits, and the lively titmoufe, with its collar of ultramarine, frolicked beneath

their fliade. The water in this port was cxceedhigly tranquil, and numbers ot black

fwans fwam with rnajefty on its furface.

While yet abforbed in the pleafing contemplation of this picture before us, we were

drawn from our reverie by cries proceeding from the right bank of the port, nearefl to

which bank we were. Turning our eyes to that quarter, we diftinguiflied two favages

running along the fliore, each making figns of great furprife and admiration ; one of

them had a burning torch in his hand made of bark. We hailed them by imitating

their cries, and Itcered for the fhore ; but inftead of waiting for us, they plunged into

the foreft, and dilappeared.

Purfuing our couri'e we arrived at a fmall inlet, at the bottom of v/hich was a pleafing

valley, promilfory of frefli water : this determined M. Freycind on landing here. We
had hardly let foot on (hore before we faw two natives on the fummit ot an almoft per-

pendicular hiil. On our making friendly figns one of them defcendLd with rapidity

from the top of the rock, and was with us in an inftant. He was a young man from

twenty-two to twenty-four years of age, of a robuft conftitution, and without any defect

but that flendcrnefs of the legs and arms charaderiflic of his race. His countenance

poileflcd nothing aufterc, or brutal } his eyes were lively and iparkling, aud his looks

exprefled
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expreflcd at once benevolence and furprife. M. Freycinft and myfelf embraced him,

hut bv the inditlerence he fhewtd on the occafion, it was evident that he comprehended

nothing of this token of friendlhip. What at firft feemed mod to ftrike him was the

whitencls of our fkin : anxious no doubt of afccrtaining whether the whole of our
body was of this complexion, he unbuttoned the waiftcoats of one after the other, and
opened our fhirts ; his aftonifliment on verifying the fadl was fignified by loud excla-

mations of furprife, and efpecially by an exceedingly quick motion of the feet.

Still, our boat feemed to engage his attention even more than our perfons ; and after

employing fome few feconds in examining us, he fprang into it. There, without re-

garding the failors it contained, he feemed, as it were, abiorbed in contemplation of this

new fubjedt of wonder : the thicknefs of the ribs and the fcantling, the folidity of its

flrudure, its rudder, oars, malts, and fails, all were examined with that filence and
deep attention which are the mod unequivocal figns of interefl: and deliberate admira-

tion. At this inftant one of the gunners, inclined no doubt to add to his amazement,

prefented him a glafs bottle full of arrack. The pellucidity of the glafs at firll occa-

fioned an exclamation of furprife from the favage, who took the bottle, and examined

it for fome feconds ; but foon, his curiofity reverting to the long boat, he threw the

bottle into the fea, without apparently other intention than ridding himfelf of an in-

different objeft ; he then continued his examination of the one more intereding.

Neither the cries of the failor, who lamented the lofs of the bottle of arrack, nor the

preparation of one of his comrades to throw himfeU into the water to dive for it, ap-

peared to caufe in him the lead emotion : he repeatedly attempted to pufh the boat off

the diore, but finding his efforts vain, in confequence of its being moored to the fhore,

he left the boat, and rejoined us, after having given the mod driking evidence we met
with any where among favages of attention and refleiStion.

On reaching the fummit of the hill I before noticed, M. Freycinft and myfelf found

there the other native : he was a man about fifty years of age ; his beard and hair was

grev ; his countenance, like that of the young man, frank and open ; through fymp-

toms of fear and confufion, by no means of dubious nature, we readily didinguifhed

candour and goodnefs of heart. This old man, after examining both of us, with

furprife and fatisfaftion equal to that exhibited by the other ; and after verifying like

him the colour of our fkin, made a fign to two women who dood afide to approach
;

they hefitated a few feconds, after which the elded came towards us ; fhe was followed

by the younged, more timid and confufcd than the former : the one appeared about

forty years old,' and large wrinkles of the belly announced her the mother of feveral

children ; fhe was entirely naked, and like the old man, feemed kind and benevolent.

The younger woman, about fix or eight-and-twenty, was tolerably dout, and alfo en-

tirely naked, if a fkin of a kanguroo be excepted formed into a bag, in which fhe car-

ried a little girl, then at the bread. Her bread, already fomewhat withered, was yet

of pretty regular conformation, and well fupplied with milk. This young woman had
a countenance intereding as that of her father and mother ; her eyes pofleffed expreflion,

and fomewhat fo lively as furprifed us ; fuch fpirit indeed as we obferved afterwards in

no other woman of this country : fhe feemed moreover extremely fond of her child,

and the care for it fhe exhibited was of that gentle and affe£lionate charafter noticeable

every where as the peculiar attribute of mothers.

We loaded this intereding family with prefents, but remarked in this, as in a variety

of other fimilar indances among this people, that whatever we offered was received

with the greated indifference.

In the mean time M. Freycinft, anxious to afcertain as foon as poffible the reality or
8 wrong
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wrong of his conjeftures refpedling the exigence of a rivulet of frefh water in the val-

ley, fet off with feveral men for the purpofe. M. Lefueur hkewife went, on a hunting

excurfion ; while 1 remained with the favaj;;es, employed in obferving and defcribing

their phyfical conftitution, and in coUefting fome words of their language. The young
man noticing that our failors were defirous of kindling a fire, bufied himfelf in col-

leding branches of trees around us ; and, with a kind of torch which he had on the

ground, clofe to thefpot where we were, he made in an inftant a blazing fire; this was
the ipore grateful to us from the cold, the thermometer not exceeding at that period

9"*. At this inftant, the young woman exprcircd fingiilar furprife on feeing one of the

failors pull off and put a glove in his pocket ; by her expreflions and geftures we
learnt, that flie concluded the gloves to be a living fkin which could be taken off and
rcfumcd at pleafure. We laughed heartily at her error ; but not fo at a trick of the

old man which immediately followed : he had feized our bottle of arrack ; and as it

contained the chief of our drink, I was obliged to make him reftore it ; a circumflance

which feemed to give him umbrage ; for he foon after departed with his family, not-

withltanding all my attempts to detain him longer.

1 then defcended to the fhore : it was low water, and in lefs than two hours I col-

lected more than forty new fpecies of mollufca:, (hell and cruftaceous fifh, and fifh of

other kinds. Of thefe I fhall defcribe feveral in the zoological part of the defcription

of Diemen's Land, which, by their fize, colour, ceconomical ufe, or importance with

naturalills, deferve particular attention.

On returning to the fpot where the long boat was moored, I learnt that M. Freycinck

had not been able to meet with frefli water, although he had had a long and fatiguing

excurfion up the valley. M. Lefueur had on his different expedition been more for-

tunate ; he brought back with him twelve fpecies ot birds, three of which of the parrot

kind, and the pretty titmoufe with a blue head and neck. The failors in our ablence

had prepared our frugal meal : this we fpeedily finished, and immediately fet off for

another part of the coad, where we hoped to meet with frefh water. We foon came
to an abode of the natives, it that term can be applied to fimple fcreensagainfl; the wind

formed of the bark of trees, difpofed in a femicircle, and leaning againft a few dry

branches : a flielter fo fragile was evidently of no utility but as a protection againifc

the wind ; and, accordingly, I remarked that the convex fide wasoppol'ed to theS. W.,
from which quarter on this coaft it blows mofl conflantly, with keeneff (harpnefs, and

the greatefl violence. In front of this wretched ajoupa were the veftiges of a recently

extinguilhed fire ; and large heaps of oyfter-fliells, and fhells of the haliotis gigantia were

vifible at a fhort diftance, exhaling, owing to the remains of tYie animals contained within

them, a molt naufcous, putrid fmell. On the margin of the bay were two pirogues, each

formed of three rolls of bark, coarfely joined together by things of fimilar fubltance.

Thefe fcreens, this recently extingmfhed fire, theie ihells, and pirogues, admitted

not a doubt with us, that the family we recently had had an interview with dwelt on
this part of the coafl. In tact, the fame individuals ere long were feen advancing to-

wards us by the ihore. As foon as they perceived us they uttered loud and joyful ex-

clamations, and encreafed their fpeed to join us. Their number was encreafed by the

addition of a young girl, from fixteen to feventcen years of age, a boy of four or five,

and a little girl of three or four. This family was therefore compofed of nine perfons,

the two eldeit of which appeared to us to be the father and mother : the young man
and his wife, who feenud to us at the fame time brother and filler, the young girl

their filler, and the four infants their children.

• 48J« of Fahrenheit.

This
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This family was then on its return from fifliinpf : their fuccefs had doubtlefs becii

great, for ahnoft every one was loaded with fhell-filh, chiefly of the large fpeciLS of

haliotis peculiar to this coaft. The old man, taking M. Freycinft by the hand,, made

fign to US to follow him, and led us to the wretched cabin we had jull quitted. In an

i-nlhmt the fire was kindled, and after repeating to us feveral times, muH mcdi (fit down,

fit down), which we did, tiie favages fquatted on their heels, and each prepared to enjoy

the fruit of their fifliery. The cooking was neither tedious nor dilhcut : thcfe large

fliells were placed on tUc fire, and the iifli thus roafled in its cell, of which we tailed,

feemed to us very tender and juicy.

While our good people were thus taking their fimple meal, we felt inclined to treat

them with mufic, lefs certainly in view of diverting them, than to notice the effeft of

our finginp; on their mind and organs. In this view wefelected that hymnfo unhappily

proftituted during the revolution, but fo full of warmth and entliufiafm, and fo well

adapted for its objeci:. At firlt the favages feemed more confufed than furprized, but

after an inftant of fufpenfe they lilfened attentively : their meal was forgot, and their

fatisfadion v.as manifefled by contorfions and gellures, fo v^himfical, that it was bur-

thenfome to us to refrain from laughing. For their part it was equally diflicult for them

to ftifie during the fong the enthufiafm with which it affeftcd them ; but fcarcely was

the firft ftrophe ended before exclamations of rapture were uttered by every one ; the

young man efpecially was almoft phrenzied ; he tore his hair, fcratched his head with

both hands, agitated himfelf in a hundred different ways, and repeatedly iterated his

approving clamour. After this vigorous and warlike fong, we gave foine light and

tender airs : the favages appeared to conceive their meaning ; but it was eafy for us to

perceive that mufic of this defcription affefts their organs but in a flight degree.

The meal, interrupted by our finging, being at length concluded, fucceeded a f;ii*

more interefting fcene. The young girl which I have noticed made herfelf more and

more confpicuous every inftant, by the foftnefs of her looks, and their affedlionatc and

lively expreflion. Oura Oura, like her parents, was wholly naked, yet void of (hame

on this account ; and of a conftitution weaker than that of her brother and fifter, flie

was far more full of life and more impaflioned. M. Freycinfl:, who was feated by her

fide, appeared to be moft the objeft of her attention and fmiles, and the leaft experienced

eye might, in the looks of this innocent pupil of nature, diftinguifh that delicate fhade

w hich gives to fimple playfulnefs a more ferious and thoughtful character. Coquetry

even was called to the aid of natural attratlion, and Oura Oura firlf taught us what was

the paint of thefe regions, and its mode of application. She took fome charcoal into

her hands, and cruflied it in fuch manner as to reduce it to a very fine powder ; holding

this in the left hand, flie with the right rubbed it over her forehead and both cheeks,

and in an inftant was frightfully black : what, to us efpecially, feemed highly fingular,

was the complacency with which, after this operation, flie feemed to regard us, and
the confidence this new ornament had imprefled on her phyfiognomy. May we not

hence conclude that an inclination for coquetry, a tafte for ornament, are every where
appendages of the female heart ?

While thefe things were paffing the little children imitated the grimaces and geftures

of their parents, and nothing could be more curious than to fee thefe little negroes

beat the ground quickly with their feet for joy on hearing us fing : they gradually be-

came familiarized, and, at the clofe of the interview, were as free as if they had known
us for a length of time ; every little prefent we made them created delight, and en-

creafed their partiality towards us : generally fpeaking, they feemed lively, arch, and
rickfome. It is intereftirig to find at the extremity of the globe, and in this ftate of

fecial
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fecial organization fo rudely outlined, the felf-fame engaging and amiable character,

which with us diflinguidies the firft ftage of life. We have already indicated the re-

femblance common to the women of thefe regions with thofe of our own climes : in

other women here the fame again will be found, and if, to thefe examples, be fuper-

addcd theobfervations of the mod efteemed travellers, the important confequence may
be deduced that the chara£ter of women and of children is far more independent than

that of man on the influence of climate, of the perfedlion of focial order, and of the

empire of phyfical wants than that of man.
The furniture and utenfiis of the family were as fimple as fmall in number : a leaf

of thefucus palmatus folded, and faflened together at the two extremities with a piece

of wood, ferved for a veffel to drink, from ; a chip of granite, as a knife to llrip the

trees of bark with or fharpcn their fpears ; and a fpatula of wood as an inftrument for

feparating the flicU-fifli from the rock : Oura Oura alone had a bag of ruilics, of an
elegant and fingular manufadture, which I was very anxious to obtain. As this young
girl regarded me alfo with a very favouring eye, I ventured 'to beg it of her ; im-

mediately, and without hefitation, fhe gave it me, accompanying the prefent with an
obliging fmile, and an affeftionate fpeech, which I much regretted I could not under-

ftand. In return I prefented her with a handkerchief and an axe ; the ufe of this I

fhewed to her brother, and it proved a fource of aftonifhment and admiration to the

whole family.

In the mean time night drew on, and we felt difpofed to repair to the boat, to pro-

ceed higher up the port, where we meant to pafs the night. Soon as our new friends

perceived our intention, they all rofe to accompany us ; but, after fome obfervations

on the part of the old man, the old mother, and the young married woman, with all

the children except the oldeft, remained at the hut. M. Freycindt gave his arm to

Oura Oura ; the old man was my mate ; M. Lefueur was accompanied by the young
man ; and M. Brue led the child. Our road lay amidft briars and underwood, and
our poor favages, being wholly naked, fuffered greatly : the young Oura Oura, in

particular, was fadly fcratched ; but, heedlefs of this, fhe boldly made her way through
the thicket, ch.^ttering with M. Freycinft, and angered at her inability to make herfelf

underflood ; at the fame time accompanying her difcourfe with fportive wiles, and
fmiles, fo gracious and expreffive, that the moft finiflied coquetry could not have ren-

dered them more fo.

On approaching the fpot where we landed, we heard the report of feveral fowling-

pieces which occafioned a terrible fright to our kind companions ; Oura Oura cipe-

cially, was dreadfully alarmed, and her fears were with difficulty removed by M.
Freycinct. He had fcarcely fuccecded, before her trepidation was redoubled by the

fuddcn appearance of feveral of our companions from the Naturalise, whom we were
far from expeding to meet. Meffrs. L. Freycinft, Faure, Breton, and Bailly, who had
juft before been to reconnoitre the port of La Recherche, had thence proceeded to that

of Swans, in their purfuit of foft water, but, like us, they had met with none. We
made our friends acquainted with the kind reception we had experienced from the

natives, and in confequence they loaded them with prefents ; but of thefe none fo much
plealfd them as a red plume of feathers, which M. Breton prefented to the young
Oura Oura : fhe leaped for joy ; called her father and brothers ; made loud excla-

mations ; laughed ; in fhort, feemed phrenzicd with dch'ght.

At length we reached the fea-fide, and embarked in our two boats. Our kind
Diemcnefe left us not for an inrtant ; and when we pufhed ofl' from fhore, their forrow
was manifefted in the moll alFcding manner : they invited us, by figns, to vifit them

VOL. ii.1. V
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again ; and, as if to indicate the fpot, lighted a great fire on the little hill I have before

noticed : thoy, mofl probably, even paflcd the night there, for we perceived the fire

llill burning at the dawn of day.

'I'hus ended our firll: interview with the inhabitants of Diemen's Land. The whole
of what I have related is minutely exad ; and afluredly it were difficult to refill the

foft emotion which fimilar incidents infpire. The flattering confidence repofed in us

by the inhabitants, the continual kind tefHmonials of benevolence they lavilhed on us,

the finceriiy of their demeanor, the franknefs of their manners, their aftedting and
ingenuous caroncs, all concurred to excite in us the moft tender interefl:. The clofe

union of the different individuals of the fame family, the fort of patriarchal life we
had jufl witnefled, made a llrong impreffion on our minds ; I faw with pleafure not to

be exprefled, now realized before me, thofe brilliant defcriptions of happinefs, and the

fimplicity of nature, of which in youth I had fo often read with even new delight.

Far was I, at that period, from imagining the' extent of the privations and wretched-

nefs neceffarily incident on fuch a ftate.

We fleered on, leaving thefe natives for the bottom of the port, and paffed the night

in a Imall cove, where we hoped to find frefh water : but our hopes were again

deceived ; and the next day we renewed our courfe by day-break, making towards the

laft creeks of the port. We fliortly diftinguilhed immenfe flocks of black fwans,

fwimming with equal grace and rapidity on the tranquil waves. As the motion of our

boat feemed to frighten them, we landed fome markfmen, and I myfelf went on fliore

for the interior.

The fpedacle is extraordinary prefented by thefe deep forefts, ancient daughters of

nature and time, in which the ftroke of the axe was never heard, in which vegetation,

daily more enriched from Its own productions, advances without impediment, unfolds

itfelf at will ; and when, at the extremity of the globe, forefts of this defcription prefent

themfelves, exclufively formed of trees unknown in Europe, of vegetables Angular in

their organization and various produce, the interefl they excite becomes more lively

and impreflive. There perpetually reign a myfterious and folemn fhade, a conflant

cool and penetrative moiflure ; there crumble into dufl the mighty trees from which

fo many flioots uprear their fturdy ftems : their old trunks, now rotted by age and

humidity, are covered with mofs and parafitic lichens : internally they form a fhelter

for cold reptiles and unnumbered infefts ; they obftruft every avenue of the forefls

;

crofs each other in all diredions ; in every part, like fo many barriers, oppofe the

progrefs, and multiply the perils of the traveller. Frequently do they fink under the

weight of the body, and involve the adventurer in their ruins, and ftill more frequently

does their moifl and putrid bark flip from beneath his feet : occafionally they are found

piled in heaps on each other, and forming natural banks from twenty-five to thirty

feet In height ; In other parts again fallen acrofs ravines, they prefent fo many bridges

over ruflilng torrents, bridges ever to be ufed with caution.

To this pifture of ravage and diforder, to thefe fcenes of death and deflruftion,

nature feems to delight in prefenting for contraft whatever her creative power can

(hew of impofing. In every diredlion the furface is covered with beautiful nilmofas,

fuperb metrofideros, and correas, till of late unknown in our country, but which now
form the pride of our flirubberies. From the fliores of the ocean to the fummit of the

higheft mountains of the interior, we perceive mighty eucalypti, thofe giants of the

fouthern forefls, many of which are 160 to 180 feet (French) high, by a circumference

of from 25 to 30, and even 36 feet. Bankfise of various fpecies, proteas, embo-

thria, and leptolpermes, difplay themfelves in a beautiful border, fliirting the foreft.

Q In
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In other parts are feen the cafuarlna, fo remarkable for its foh'age, fo valuable on
account of the folidity and beautiful veins of its wood ; the elegant exocarpos, fpread-

ing its negleded branches in a hundred different ways, like the cyprefs ; the xanthorea,

whofe folitary fteni rifes 12 or 15 feet from its fcaly and flunted trunk, a trunk which
exudes in abundance an odorous refm ; the cycas, the nuts of which, enveloped in a

fcarlet hufk, are fo treacherous and mortal ; charming groves of melaleuca, thefmin,

conchyum, and evoda, all equally intercfling, either on account of their graceful port,

the beauteous verdure of their foliage, or the fingularity of their corcjlls and fruit. In

midft of fo many unknown objefls, the mind is alloniflied, and can but admire that

inconceivable fecundity of nature which furnifhes fo many diftincl productions in the

different climes of the world, produclions conduntly fo rich and beautiful.

On returning to the fhore, I found our fportfmen had had no fuccefs, the fwans
continually keeping without mufquet-lhot. Embarking, therefore, we followed them
to the bottom of the port, where we killed two. After this, we landed again to dine,

and refume our fearch for frefh water. While in this view, M. Freycinct, and feveral

of our companions, proceeded along the neighbouring fliore, I ix'folved on traverfing

fome wide marllics, which in this part border the port of Swans. 1 expected, nor was
I deceived, to find numerous interefting objedts ; but in the purfuit of them I was
nearly buried in the mud. Having, at length, reached the oppofite fide, I made for

the place where our boat was moored acrofs a valley, between the mountains, which
feemed to me likely to contain fome rivulet. My conjecture was verified, and I had
the fatisfadion of being the firfl difcoverer of a charming little river which contained

a great number of trout of a new fpecies, and which, running from N. N. W. to

S. S. E. feemed to defcend from the foot of the mountains, and terminate in the

marfhes, without any vifible outlet to the fea. Its courfe was narrow, and its depth at

this time did not exceed three feet ; but the water was frefh and clear. After afcending

for fome time the banks of the river, I returned to the boat, where our party were
already returned, without having found any frefh water. I imparted to them my
difcovery, and every one was immediately folicitous of verifying my relation. While
they proceeded to the fpot I defignated, I ate fome mufcles, cooked by our failors in

fca-water, and found them excellent : all the contiguous rocks were covered with

them, and here I had the good fortune of difcovering a new fpecies of pinnothere.

The fpecies of mufcles alfo of which I partook was likewife unknown to our natu-

ralifts, as indeed were almofl all the zoological productions of thefe fliores.

Rly companions, on their return, informed me, that having advanced fome diftance

into the interior to trace the fource of the little river, they had feen feveral huts of

the inhabitants, w hich refembled thofe we had before noticed ; and that it appeared to

them, if not impofTibie, yet a very difficult matter to water the fhip from this river, as,

previoufly, a firm road muft be made acrofs the marfli, to roll the calks over. Of the

trout fome were brought back fliot by M. Lefueur. Still, notwithitanding the incon-

venience of the mardi, which renders the river inaccefTible, its exiflence is an intercfl-

ing advantage for the port of Swans, which at fome future period muft infure its being

made the fite of an European effablilhment ; for the river in queflion will furhilh a

fupply of water to a colony at every feafon of the year. As a confequcnce, a rand

over the marfh will then be effected, and veiTels may meet with plenty of water. The
river we termed Fleurieu, in honour of the celebrated hydrographcr of that name, the

chief planner of our voyage, as laid down in chapter ift.

It was four o'clock when we unmoored to regain our fliips : at this inftant the port

of Swans prefcntcd itfolf with additional charms : the fercnity of the iky, the lafl rays

5 P 2 of
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of the fun reflefted from its waves, the foreft's (hade, the brown verdure of its foh'age,

the impofmg afped of the mountains of the interior, the lafl; rifing tiers of which were

diftinguiflied above the clouds ; the numerous little creeks and inlets diftributed in two

parallel rows ; flocks of elegant black fwans majeftically (lemming the flood, (hining

paroquets, graceful titmoufes, and various kinds of fparrows fmging its requiem to the

falling orb of day, all contributed to encreafe the natural charms of this lovely fpot

:

the looks of every one were dire£led towards the bottom of the port, and every one

feemed to move with regret from the enchanting fcene before them.

On our return, I learnt that the fmall boat of the Geographe having gone to filh

at Bruny ifland, the natives prefented themfelves in great numbers ; that, loaded with

prefents, they remained about them mort: of the day ; that one of our midfliipmen,

defirous of afcertaining by aftual experience the fo much boafted ftrength of favages,

propofed a wreftling match with one of them, who appeared the mod robuft, in which

match the Diemenefe was repeatedly thrown ; that from this inftant to that of our

departure, an interval of feveral hours, the greateft cordiality continued apparently to

fubfift ; that loaded anew with prefents, and (till without any fufpicion being enter-

tained on the part of our friends of any ill defign, when, on the very point of

embarking, a long fpear, darted from behind a rock, penetrated above the (houlder-

blade of M. Maurouard, the midlhipman who had overcome the native in wreltling,

and with fuch force as to have pierced through the flefh of the (houlder and the neck.

The boat's crew, indignant at fuch cowardly and brutal per(idy, were difpofed to pur-

fue the favages, in order to take revenge j but in an infliant they difappeared among
the rocks and thickets.

Our fruitlefs fearch after water convinced us that the fources at this feafon of the

year were dried up in this part ; it therefore became requifite to try elfewhere. Tha
17th, we proceeded with this purpofe farther down the channel, but a calm, when we
had doubled Cape Ventenat, obliged us to anchor in nine fathoms, with a muddy bot-

tom. I immediately landed with MeflTrs. Freycinft and Montbaazin.

At the part where we landed, this large Ifland is but of little fertility : the trees are fo

wide afunder as to admit the range of the eye over a fpace of two or three hundred

paces ; the depth of foil, which is light and fandy, is inconfiderable ; it impofes on
granite, of which I obtained feveral beautiful fpeclmens. Of zoological produdions,

the fruit of our fearch was, divers fpecies of coleopteres, among which two new genera j

fome handfome lizards, refembling fcinci, but differing elTentlally from them in the

elegance of their form, and In their proportions ; many beautiful conchze, terrefl:rial as

well as marine ; but efpecially a quadruped, with palmated feet, of the order of nibblers,

(Rongeurs,) the defcription of which will appear in the zoological part of the work.

Shortly after our return, the commander himfelf arrived from a flight excurfion on
the main, in which he had been accompanied by Captain Hamelin, MellVs. Lefchenault,

End Petit. Thefe gentlemen had again met with the natives, and the interview termi-

nated in a violent aggrefTion on their part. In faft, M. Petit, having taken the like*

neflfes of feveral of thefe favages, was on the point of returning to the veflTel, when one
of the natives fprang on him to feize his drawings : M. Petit refilling this violence,

the enraged favage caught up a branch of a tree, and was on the point of knocking
down our weak companion, when he was prevented by the interpofition of thofe who
ran to his afliftance. Still, far from feeking revenge, the aggreflbr was courted by
additional prefents, under expeftatlon of pacifying his anger ; but no fooner did thefe

ferocious men perceive the party about to embark, than they entered the woods, and in

an mflant afterwards faluted them with a fliower of ftones, one of which flruck our

commander
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commander on the back. In vain, even after this, did the favages expofe them-

felves on fliore to the fire of our people, brandiftiing their fpears, and making threat-

ening demonftrations ; not a fingle fliot was direfted againfl; them. " Thefe lafl: holli-

lities," fays M. Lefchenault, " took place on the part of the inhabitants, without their

having had the (lighteft provocation ; on the contrary, they had been loaded with

kindnefs and prefents. I confcfs, I am furprized, after fo many examples of treachery

and cruelty repeated in all voyages of difcovery, to hear perfons of fenfe flill affirm

that man in a natural flate is not of a bad difpofition, but worthy of confidence ; and

that he would never be an aggrelTor, were he not excited by a defire of vengeance, &c.

Unfortunately, many travellers have been the viftims of thefe vain fophifms. For my
part, I am of opinion, from all we faw, that man cannot be too greatly miftrufted when

civilization has not yet fufficicntly foftened his charafter ; and that much caution is

neceffary in landing in countries inhabited by men in fuch a flate. The day after the

attack I have defcribcd. Captain Ilamelin, in his fmall boat, went to furvey the fliore,

and approached for this purpofe near enough to fee whatever might be paffing. It

feeras, the adventure of the day before had occafioned the favages fome apprehenfion,

or that they defigned to aflail us in cafe of our landing : for the captain faw thirty-fix

men marching along the beach in parties of five or fix, one of whom in each groupe

carried a bundle of fpears ; and at the head of this little army was a man with a fire-

brand in his hand, who fet fire to the buflies which mafked the ground, a precaution

probably thought neceffary by them, both for their diftinguifhing us at a diftance, and

to deprive us of the means of concealing ourfelves, and taking them by furprize.

The 19th, at fix in the morning, we again made fail for the north-weft port, in

which we purpofed anchoring, and paffed in fuccefTion Satellite ifland. Rich Point,

the bay of the Iflhmus, Cape Legrand, and Gicquet Point, reaching the port by fix

in the evening. This little cxcurfion between the two fliores of the channel poffeffed

fomewhat pleafingand piclurefque. " On whatever fide," fays, with truth, M. Labil-

lardiere, " on whatever fide we cafl the eye, it difcovered fpacious inlets, in which the

tempefl-beaten navigator may feek a certain fhelter. With aflonifhment did we view

thefe immenfe havens, which could with eafe contain the navies of all the maritime pow-

ers." On the other hand, the peaceful waves enclofed between two fliorts, the

mountains capped with fnow, the hills and valleys every where fmiling with the mofl

adive vegetation, legions of birds, whofe notes were diflinclly heard on board the

fhips ; naked favages, whofe fwarthy hordes were readily diftinguiflted as they paced

the whitifh flrand, all formed a highly romantic pidure : but what the mofl aitonifhed

us was the multiplicity of fires we faw. In every part rofe columns of flame and

fmoak; the whole of the back of the mountains which form the extremity of North-

Weft Port, for a fpace of feveral leagues, was on fire. Thus pcrifh thefe ancient and

venerable forefls, refpefted by the fcythe of Time for fo many centuries, that they

might in more perfcd flate be delivered to the dcflrutlive inflinft of their ferocious

inhabitants.

The 20th at day-break, I embarked In a boat going to fifli on Bruny Ifland : from

this excurfion 1 brought back more than twenty new fpecies of fifli ; among which two

lophies, two oftracions, one uranofcope, a coita, a ray, two fciena:, the antarctic

ehimgcra, a fecond fpecies of the fame genus, very remarkable on account of a club-

fliaped bone on the fummit of its head, and a fyngnathe, adorned with feveral mem-
branes floating freely like fo many flags. I likewife collcded twelve or fifteen fpecies

of new and very curious conchas, among which a trigonia antarctica, N. ; a fpecies

which hitherto was not fuppofed to have exiftence, and of which in our climates are

many
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many very extenfive banks, in a pctiificd flatc ; the fuperb vcnus, with tranfverfal ribs,

extremely thin, friable, and light ; various phafianelli, ot exquifite beauty ; an ele-

gant trochus ; feveral turbots, one of which deicribed by me under the name of

euftomiris, reflects the mofl: lively and fplendid colours of the prifni ; feveral fpecics

of patilla;, fiilurelk-c, ofcabrions, &c. kc. At fight of this numerous and magnificent

colleftion, my unfortunate colleague Maugc, was unable to retain his tears. Not-

withdanding his exhauftcd and confumptive Hate, he refolved next day to go on fliore

himfelf to feek new fpecimens ; but alas ! he liftencd but to his zeal and courage, his

dying frame was unequal to the effort. Scarcely had he reached the ftrand before he

fainted, and was immediately carried back on board in fuch a ftate of debility that

his life was for a while defpaired of. This was the lafl inftance of his zeal : he went

no more on fliore but to the grave.

]M. Beautems Beaupre, chief author of the geographical charts of Admiral Den-
trecaflieaux, cannot be too highly praifed, for the exacinefs with which the channels,

the bays, and the numerous ports which it contains, are laid down. Unfortunately,

the fame eulogy is not due to the defcription of the fhores of Diemen's Land, north-

eafl; of the channel, which were but fuperficially examined by the boats of the French
admiral. As his work on this part leaves much room for amendment, we fliall, in

this and the fucceeding chapter, complete its geographical defcription.

It has been feen that our infliruftions from the government were to afcend the dif-

ferent rivers of importance as high as poffible ; in this part of the fouthern lands, the

only one deferving of particular attention, was the North river, the examination of

which was intrufl:ed to M. H. Freycind: ; 1 was alfo permitted to be of the party, and
we fet off at three in the morning of the 24th January. Owing to calms, currents,

and contrary winds, we were forced to pufli ourfelves along the wefliern fide of the

river, and take advantage of the flielter afforded by the land. At eight we caft anchor,

finding ourfelves unable to flem a ftrong current which ran towards the fouth : we at

this time perceived on the water vaft flocks of pelicans, boobies, cormorants, and
divers. The lofty Table Mountain was covered with a mift, which refolved into a very

thick and cold dew. At this fpot the forefts are much lefs deep than in the interioi:

part of the channel ; they appear as if ravaged by fire.

After paffing the Table Mountain, which feems to be covered only by fl:unted trees,

and the abrupt flanks of which, furrowed by numerous torrents, refemble a rampart

of bafalt, we continued to afcend the river. By noon we had attained the point op-

pofite to the large hill, where the boats of Dentrecafteaux difcontinued their advance.

This hill feems to be formed of horizontal flirata in its upper part ; but its bafe appears

of primitive origin. Beyond this great hill the river does indeed run deep inland, but

infl;ead of turning fuddenly to the wefl:, as defcribed on the French map, its courfe is

towards the north.

On doubling the point formed by the large hill, we perceived fuch a prodigious

number of black fwans that they nearly covered the river ; we killed a dozen of them,

and continued our courfe until we grounded on a mud-bank, which, fpite of all our
efforts, we were unable to pafs. The next day, M. Freycinft, with fome men well

armed, and with the requifite infl;ruments, proceeded to furvey and fketch the courfe

of the river by land. I accompanied him till, induced by a wifii of examining with

more minutenefs the interior of the country, I feparated. It was not long ere I reached

a very deep ravine, the direction of which formed a right angle with that of the

river ; the right fide of it was very fleep, and occafioned me much difficulty in af-

cending it. Immediately contiguous to this natural rampart, were twelve or fourteen

fcreens
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fcreens of bark, fuch as we had feen before ; a number of firs were ftill burning be-

fore them, and I could have no doubt of their having been abandoned by the natives,

on hearing the report of the fowling-pieces occafionally fired by our comrades. In

front of thefe huts were many bones of kanguroos and birds, and feme flat ftones, hot

and greafy, on which they appeared to nie to have broiled their meat. I collected

moreover a few hatchets and knives ufed by the natives, made of fplinters of granite,

of a very fine grain, and exceedingly hard.

While yet occupied in my examination of the vicinage of thefe huts, I heard of a

fudden fome fliarp cries from the bottom of a neighbouring valley. I was alone, and

without arms, and confequently hafl;ened my ftf'ps from the fpot, taking a courfe

parallel to that of the river. I foon came to a large mountain, which I afcended, and

from the fummic of which I diftinguifhed the courfe of the North river, till loft in a

high chain of mountains towards the north-weft. Beyond this firft tier of mountains,

very lofty fummits were vifible, fome of which feemed to me ftill covered with ice and

fnow ; they were at leaft remarkably white, and my conjecture refpecting the caufe of

this whitenefs is founded on the obfervations made during the voyage of Dcntrecas-

teaux, from which it refults that feveral of the high mountains of Diemen's Land
are covered with fnow on the hotteft days of fummer.

After enjoying for a time the pleafing fcene before me, I defcended to the right

bank of the river, and at half-paft four reached the fpot where our boat was left by

M. Freycinft in cuftody of M. Brue, a midfhipman, and fome of the failors.

At half-paft feven, M. Freycind and his companions returned : after having pe-

netrated four leagues into the interior, he found himfelf obliged, on account of the

thickets and marfhcs, to afcend a neighbouring mountain : " Hence," fiiid he, " I

perfectly traced the courfe of the river as it defcended from the mountains ; its general

direction, to the point where it entered between defiles,' was fouth-eaft-by-fouth, and

north-weft-by- north. Throughout the courfe of the river, the faltnefs of the water

diminifhed, it is true, but in fo gradual a degree, that it was only at the foot of the

hill, where my furvey terminated, it began to be fit to drink."

The 25th, at day-break, we endeavoured again to pafs the mud-bank : we knew
that it occupied a breadth no greater than two or three hundred paces, and that on

the other lide was fufficient depth of water to float our boat confidcrably beyond.

Aflifted by the tide and a ftrong breeze, we had fome hopes of overcoming this ob-

ilacle ; but, after feven hours of exceflive fatigue, we were obliged to renounce fur-

ther attempts, and make for the fliip, carrying with us the mournful certainty that

this river is ufelcfs to navigation in every refpeci, whether as a means of intercourfe

with the interior, or to furnifh frcfli water to fhipping.

After fpending fome time in vain endeavours to enter into communication with the

Inhabitants, who conftantly fled at our approach ; and after being fpeftators of the

liorrid fcene of woods deltroycd by fire in our courfe over thefe ridges of mountains,

we returned to our boat.

In our cxcurfion we entered on a beautiful valley, which accommitant circum-

ftances rendered truly enchanting. It was early in the morning, the fun flione un-

clouded, the air was cool and healthy ; the landfkip ftill finoked with the vapours of

morn ; thoufands of trees of the family of myrtles, then in flower, emiialmed the air

with their grateful emanations, while large flocks of birds frolicked amid their ever ver-

dant leaves. Among the birds, were the white cockatoo, with a yellow creft, in fizc

twice as large as that of the Moluccas ; the great black cockatoo, the under part of

the tail of which is elegantly ornamented with tranfverfal bands of a beautiful aurora

colour

}
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colour ; brilliant legions of fouthern paroquets, which, notwithftanding tha cold tern,

perature of thcfe climates, vie in fplendour with the mofl gorgeous fpecies of equatorial

regions ; the Xanthogaflre cuckoo ; the yellow-necked black-bird ; the red black-

bird ; the handfome tangara, of a lilac colour ; the yellow-winged wood-pecker ; the

rcd-rumped bull finch ; the charming blue-nocked titmoufe ; with others which I have

before noticed.

On reaching the boat we embarked to proceed to the weft of the river, where we
hoped to find fome of the natives, but again our clForts were vain. Landing eafl: of

the Table Mountain from a fmall inlet, we were fpectators of a fimilar deftruftion of

the woods, a like ravage of fire we had feen the day before. On this excurfion I ob-

tained but a few fpecimens of jafper, granite, and of another rock, which my friend

Depuch efteemed to be porphyry ; I alfo collefled a variety of lich-ens, of extreme

beauty, of fungi, and modes, genera of plants of which, from the firft inftant of our

arrival in the canal, I had begun an interefting coUedion, and which from that time

I continued throughout the voyage.

On my return to the fea-fhore, I followed the outline of a fmall inlet, the ftones of

the fhore of which were all of bafalt, mixed with volcanic fcoria:. The exiftence of

produdions of this kind in a country eflentially of primitive origin, receives new intereft

from the petrifadtions of Ihells which I colleded the day before at a height of fix or

feven hundred feet above the level of the fea, on one of the mountains of which I have

fpoken. Thus we fee that, even at this extremity of the eaftern world, t!;e terreflrial

^lobe has imdergone its revolutions, and endured its great cataftrophes ; here, as every

where elfe, it has been ravaged by the fire of volcanoes and buried beneath the waves.

On quitting our fourth anchorage, M. Freycindt had concerted with me the projedl

of landing again on other points of the coafl: ; but the wind, which blew from the N.

E. having I'uddenly increafed, and the fky promifing a ftorm, we fleered for the

north-weft port, where we rejoined our veftel at feven in the evening.

I then learnt from my laborious friend Lefueur, that his colledion had been aug-

mented by a great number of interefting fifti,and that in latter excurfions he had added

ten new fpecies of birds to thofe we poffefled before.

The fite of the canal Dentrecafteaux, at the extremity of the globe ; the multiplicity

of its magnificent ports, havens, and charming bays ; the variety of its fhorcs and

bottom ; muft ever render it extremely abundant in filh : where, indeed, but here,

can thofe timid legions of various defcriptions fpread through the volume of the great

Southern Ocean, feek refuge, when the violent ftorms fo frequent in thefe feas convulfe

the waters of every deep abyfs ? and, when the encroaching froft advances farther to-

wards the line, even to the 50th degree, the flioals which feek thefe warmer fiiores

muft of neceflity be prodigious.

At this fevere feafon of the year, all the animals of the fea precipitately ftecr towards

the north, feeking in a more genial clime that afylum and nouriftiment denied in their

frozen home. The channel is filled with their multitudes, which afcend thence to Port

Jackfon ; advance ftill nearer towards the equator, and otFer their annual tribute to the

ichtyophagc Aborigines of the eaftern ftiores of New Holland, as to us do the boreal

legions of analogous tribes in Europe. Then it is that numerous Ihoals of the family of

phocas invade the iflands of Bafs's Straits, and the majority of thofe offthe eaftern and

weftern ftiores of New Holland j then the cetaceous genera of the fouth likewife make
their northern migration ; the ocean at times is covered with their prodigious legions,

" Every where," fays the captain of the Engliftj ftiip, the Britannia, in the relation of

his voyage from the fouth cape of Diemen's Land to Port Jackfon, in 1791, "every
where
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where the fea is full of whales ; even to the verge of the horizon, thefe animals are feen

each driving forward, as it were, the one before it."

The twenty days which elapfed between my return from tlie North river and the de-

parture of the two veilels, were moft of them rendered of ufe by excurfions longer or
fliorter to different points of Diemen's Land and the ifland Bruny. On thefe excurfions

I frequently had occafion to obferve the wretched hordes of thefe regions, and colledi

interefting details refpcfting tlicir manners, habits, arms, ornaments, language, &c.

&c. ; but thefe different obfervations, belonging efpeciaily to the hiilory of thefe

people, I fhall merely detail here the particulars ot one of our mofl remarkable inter-

views.

On the 3ifl: January, early in the morning, I landed on Bruny Ifland. A boat from
the Naturalifte, and our large boat had together brought a number of people on fhore,

either for the purpofe of fifliing or collefting wood for the fliips. It was low water, and
in confequence I fet off to examine the ftrand. Already was I at a didance from our
boats fo great as to be able no longer to diitinguifh them, when, after doubling a large

promontory, 1 faw afcore of favages advancing towards me along the ffrand. I made
no hefitation to trace back my Iteps, too wt,-ll hiftrucled by our laft accidents in the

danger of fimilar rencounters. As I returned I met Melfrs. Heiriffon and Bellefin, w^ho

were amufing themfclves with fhooting on the fkirts of the foreft ; I imparted to thetu

(he occafion of my retreat : they offered to accompany me to meet the favages, with a

view of holding intercourfe with them, on which, fccure by their arms from any ill-

will they might manifefl:, I accepted their proffer. We were now but a few fleps from
the party, when of a hidden ihcy iled, and were loff in the foreft. We then climbed

the downs; and, without attempting to purfue the natives, an attempt which their ex-

treme agility would have rendered abortive, we contented ourfulves with calling, and
prefenting to them different articles, particularly handkerchiefs. At thefe demonftra-

tions of good-will the troop hefitated an inftant, and at length rcfolved on waiting for

us. It was then difcovered we had to do with women ; there was not a fmgle male of

the party. We were about to approach too near to them it feems, when one of the mofl:

aged, flepping before the reft, called out mcdi, medi, (fit down, fit down) ; they

feemed at the fame time to requeft we would lay down our arms, the fight of which
apparently alarmed them.

Thefe preliminary conditions being complied with, the women fquatted on their

heels ; and from that inftant abandoned themfelves without referve to the natural

vivacity of their charader ; fpeaking all at once, qucffioning us all at a time, and
feemingly criticifing and mocking us ; at the fame time making a thoufand geltures,

athoufand contorfions, as fingular as they were various. M. Bellefin began to fing,

accompanying the words of his fong with a very lively and animated gefture ; the

women immediately became filent, noticing with equal attention the geftures and mufic
of the fong. y\s loon as a verfe was terminated, fome applauded with loud cries,

others laughed out aloud, but the young girls, doubtleis more timid, kept filence,

teftifying neverthelefs by their geflures, and the expreihou of their phyfiognomy, how
much they were furprifed and pleafed.

All thefe women, if fkins of kangaroos be excepted, which fome wore over their

fhoulders, were entirely naked ; but without appearing to give themfelves any concern

refpeding their nakednefs, they varied their attitudes in fuch manner, that it would be
difficult to form an idea of the whimfical and picfurefque appearance they prefented<

—

Their black (kin, difgufting from being daubed over with the fat of feals ; their hair,

/hort, crifp, black and filthy, and in fome inftances reddened with the dull of ochre ;

VOL. XI. 5 y their
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their face grimed over with charcoal ; their form, moftly meagre and withered ; their

long and pendent breads ; in fliort, the whole of their phyfical conflitution was re-

pulfive : from this general picture mud, however, be excepted two or three young

girls of fifteen or fixteen years of age, of tolerably pleafing form, of rather a graceful

outline, and whofe breads were firm and well placed ; though, even in thefe, the

nipple was rather too long and large for due proportion. Thefe young girls Iiad alfo

fomewhat in the expreffion of their countenance more ingenuous, aifedionate, and

mild, than was vifible in the others, as if the bcft qualities of the foul, even among
favages, were the fpecial appendages of youth, of grace, and beauty. Of the elderly

women fome had a coarfe ignoble countenance ; others, but thefe lefs numerous, a

brutal and fombre look
;

yet, in general, we remarked in all, th:it uneafy and dejeSted

appearance which flavery and misfortune imprefs on the brow of all fo unhappy to wear

their yoke. Almoft all of them, moreover, were covered with wounds, fad evidences

of the treatment they received from their brutal hufbands : one alone, of all her com-
panions, preferved confiderable aifurance with much life and jollity, and (he it was who
impofed the conditions which I have before noticed. Soon as M. BtUefin had finiflied

his fong, fhe imitated his gellures and tone of voice in a very original and comical man-
ner, to the great amufement of her companions : afterwards fhe began a fong of her

own, the notes of which were too rapid to admit of their being reduced to the principles

of our mufic. Their finging in this correfponds with their fpeech, for fuch is the vo-

lubility of thefe people that it is next to impoflible, as elfewhere will be fhewn, to dif-

tinguifh any one particular word : their utterance is a fpecies of rolling found, for which

the languages of Europe furnifli no comparative or analogous denomination.

Animated by her fong, which we failed not warmly to applaud, and defirous, no
doubt, of praife for other accomplifhments, our merry Diemenefe exhibited different

fpecimens of dancing, fome of which might be reckoned exceedingly indecent, if, in

this rude date of fociety, man was not utterly a dranger to that delicacy of thought,

that nicety of demeanour, the grateful offspring in us of the perfection of focial order.

While all this was paffing, I was occupied in penning the relation I have given, and
taking notes of other matters which will elfewhere appear with greater intered : I at-

tracted, it feems, the attention of the fame woman who had difplayed heifelf in the

dance, for die had fcarcely finidied before, advancing towards me with a finding coun-

tenance, fhe took from a bag of rudies, like that I begged of Oura Oura, fome pieces

of charcoal, crudied them, and applied to my face a coat of the cudomary paint of the

country. I readily fubniitted to this flattering didindion, nor was M. Heirifibn lefs

complaifant ; he was honoured with a fimilar mafk. We now, in the eyes of thefe

women, appeared driking objeds of admiration ; they looked on us with fatisfadion,

and feemingly complimented us on our additional charms. Thus, in thefe didant cli-

mates, fairnefs of fkin, of which our fpecies is fo vain in Europe, is regarded as an
adual defed, a kind of deformity which requires concealment ; and a charcoal black,

or the dull red of ochre are the colour of fkin that mod excites delight.

The refped we fliewed for thefe women, and pofiibly the new attradions for which
we were indebted to them, feemed to augment their good-will and confidence in us ;

neverthelefs no inducement was fufficient to obtain their allowance of our approaching

them nearer., The flighted movement on the part of any one indicative of overpafling

the prefcribed line, made them fpring in an indant from their heels and take to flight

:

we were therefore obliged, in order to engage their longer day, to conform in every
thing to their widies. After making them many prefents, we at length bent our way
towards where our boat was moored j and our Diemenefe dames apparently defigning

to
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to take the fame courfe, we fet off together ; but the inflexibles obliged us ftill to keep

at diftance, and forced us to follow the (hore while themfelves traverfed the parallel

downs of land.

As they were, mofi: probably, on their return from filhing when we perceived them,

they were all laden with large crabs, locuflaj marinjE, and various conchje grilled,

which they carried in their rufli bags. Thcfe bags were faftencd round the forehead

by a band, and hung down the back : fome of them were of great weight ; and we
fmcerely lamented the lot of thefe poor women in having fuch burthens to bear.

Our walk, however, was not Icfs entertaining than had been the interview related
;

from the tops of the downs, they were very jocular and played off their wiles to attrafib

attention; to this innocent fportivenefs we endeavoured as well as poffible to make re-

turn, and our gefticular converfations of this defcription would perhaps have long con-

tinued, had not one of the women on a fuddcn ejaculated a loud cry, which was repeated

with terror by ail the reft, at fight of our boat and comrades. We endeavoured to

calm their diTquiet by affuring them that, far from having any thing to apprehend from
our fi-icnds, they would from them receive additional prefents : all was ufelefs ; and
already the party was about to plunge into the fortft, when the fiime woman, who had
been the chief and almoft exclufive aftrefs in our firft intercourfe, feemed to pluck up
refolution. Her call occafioned a moment of fufpenfe : flie fpoke to the others for

fome feconds, but finding herfelf apparently unable to perfuade them, flie rufhed from
the top of the downs by herfelf, and marching along the fhore fome diflance before us,

with much aflurance and a fort ot dignity, appeared to reproach her companions for

their pufillanimity. Ihefe in the end feemed afliamed of their weaknefs ; by degrees

they became more bold, and at length trufted themfelves on the fhore. With this nu-

merous and fingular efcort was it therefore that we reached our boats, near which, by
a fingular chance, the hufbands of thefe poor women had affemhled a fhort time before.

Notwithftanding the unequivocal proofs of benevolent intentions, notwithflanding

the liberality of our countrymen, doubt and miftruft, ferocity and vengeance, con-

tinued flill depicted on their countenances ; while even in their attitudes it was eafy

to difiinguifii, through the difguife by which they fought concealment, a fomewhat
forced, malevolent, and treacherous : they looked as if at the fame time they dreaded

our vengeance, they were mortified at the inefficiency of their divers attacks. At this

une.xpefted meeting, all the unfortunate women who followed us, appeared frightened ;

their ferocious hufbands expreffed by their looks, on feeing them, a degree of anger

and rage by no means calculated to difmifs their fears. After depofiting the fruits of
their fifhery at the feet of thefe men, who divided them immediately among them-
felves, without offering any to the women, they went and fquatted themfelves down
behind their hufbands, who likewife were feated on the back of a large fand-down

;

and there, as long as the interview lafted, thefe unfortunate women dared not either

to raife their eyes, to fpeak, or fmilc. This, however, is but the outline of the pitture

we fliall elfewhcre have to prefcnt. A few days after I had the pleafure of meeting

again with the fame woman of whom I have related fo much : I then learnt that her

name was Arra Miiida. M. Petit, at my requeft, drew her likenefs, which is given in

the atlas, and in every refpeft is an excellent refemblance. Or I miftake, or that

bold and fcarlefs charadcr which fo eminently diftinguiflicd this woman from all her

companions, is there perfedlly apparent. The lafl time I met her fhe had a fn^W
infant at her back.

The 3d February I again landed on Bruny Ifland, with three of our officers, the two
Meffrs. Freyciuft and Montbazin : we fliortly after diftinguiflicd two females who

5 Q 2 diretflei
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directed their fleps from the fummit of a neighbouring mountain towards the feT„

Anxious for a more clofe examination of them my companions purfued them, bur

fcarcely had they run two liundrcd paces before thefe women, whom they thought it

fo eafy a matter to overtake, were out of fight: this I had before predicted, having

had repeated opportunities of convincing myfclf that the inhabitants of thefe fliores

were much more fwift of foot than we. On our return to the (liore we found a very

lar"-e fire, lighted mod probably during the night, and which yet continued to burn.

Around it were carelefsly ftrewed almofi: all the articles we had beftowcd on the

the natives, and fuch even as they had ftolcn at the hazard of their life. We had prc-

viouflv fecn others difperfed through different parts of the woods, and were fatisfied

that after contenting their childifh curiofity, thefe ignorant beings, finding our gifts,

as it were, an incumbrance, threw them afide as foon as they ceafed to pleafe or amufe

them. *

In the mean time, our different objects in waiting off Diemen's were completed
;

that is to fay, our ftock of wood was collefted ; water, but this unfortunately rather

brackifh, had been obtained in tolerable abundance from ihe fmall river which falls

into the bottom of the north-weft port ; our time-pieces had been regulated by M.
Bernier, the aftronomer ; and finally, M. Faure was returned from his intcrefling

excurfion for the furvey of the north-eafl: part of the channel : on the refult of this

excurfion, fome obfervations are indifpenfable.

In the eaftern part of North Bay, in the chart of Dentrecafleaux, is marked a fecond'

bay called Frederic Henrich's, which opens into a third called Marion Bay. The
channel of communication between thefe two laft bays being laid down diflindly lit

the French chart, our commander, on the inftant of our reaching North Weft Port,

difpatched our geographic artilt M. Faure with directions to furvey the channel, and

afcertain whether or not it would admit our veffel to pafs.

The furvey and return furnifhed employment for eleven days ; the refults were :

iff, That the draught of North Bay, as laid down in the chart of Admiral

Dentrecafteaux, is incomplete ; for, towards its extremity, M. Faure difcovered a bafiix

of water of no great depth indeed, but fo well flickered as to offer in all weathers an

excellent anchorage for boats and veflels of little draught ; he likewife difcovered a

fmall river, north of Point Reynard, (Fox Point,) which may be afccnded two leagues

from its mouth ; the water throughout the whole diflance vi'as very fait. M. Faure

made fliift however to recruit his frefli water from fome fmall pools on the margin,

or rather in the bed of the river, then nearly dry.

2d, That the fecond bay, S. E. of North Bay, and which is but vaguely marked in

the chart of Dentrecafl:eaux, conflitutes in fact a very fecure and fpacious port, with

excellent anchorage in every part.

3d, That the pretended channel of communication between the bays Frederic

Henrich and Marion, had no exiftence whatever,

4th, That confequently what in the French chart is laid down as an illand, under the

* It perhaps admits a quclion whether tlicfe people with fuch real difpofitions would not have been

far belter qualified to play the part of that cynic, who, in aiifwer to the reqiiell of Alexander to afic

for what he pleafcd, dcfirtd him to get out of the fun, than could have been Diogenes himfelf. And,
provided the contempt of this laft for the courtefies, the comforts, and enjoyments of life, was anything

fife than a vain affumption to render himftlf particular
;
provided, I fay, a man living with civilized

being5> and with fuch canftic humour, had truly that diftafte he (hewed for what poliflied man efteems

the fwects of life, it can fcarcely admit a quellion of whether he could not better have been placed among

thefe lavages, than al Corintli. Tr.

6 name
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siame of Tafman Ifland, is only a large peninfula, united to Diemen's Land by an
ifthmus, at its narroweft part but a hundred fathoms over, and about three hundred
fathoms long.

5th, That this iflhmus alfo, fo far from being the divifion between Frederic Henrich's
Bay and Marion's Bay, as laid down in the chart, divides the former from a different

bay, that we fhall dcfcribe, more towards the fouth,

6th, That the draughtfmen of Dentrecafleaux were wrong in giving the name of
Frederic Hcnrich to the bay S. E. of North Bay, as it is phyfically impoflible, from what
is now known of it, that Talnian in his courfe could have feen this bay.

7th, That, for the faniercafon, the name of Frederic Henrich given by the French,
to the fmall ifland weft of Joannet Point, (hould not be continued ; as, by being con-
ne£i:ed with the pretended difcovery of this portion of Diemen's Land by Tafman, it

tends to perpetuate an idea which is far from juft.

8th, That the name Tafman Ifland, employed by Dentrecafteaux, ought likewife to
be correfted. -r

9th, Finally, it refults from the explorations of M. Faure that, as there is no Fre-
deric Henrich's Bay on the fpot marked in the French chai-t, it muft be fought for
elfewhere ; and, in the following chapter, we fliall fee it in its true place, and with its

proper bearings to IVIarion's Bay.

. For the reafons I have given we have adopted the following nomenclature for this

portion of our explorations and difcoveries : preferving the name given it by the French
admiral to North Bay, the Great Bay, denominated improperly Frederic Henrich's Bay
•we call Port Buache. The ifland termed Tafman by Dentrecafteaux is called Tafman's
Peninfula. The ifland weft of Joannet Point in lieu of that of Frederic Henrich re-

ceived the name of St. Aignant. The bafni at the extremity of the North Bay is called

Ranfonnet Bafm, and the fmall river, the mouth of which is north-weft of Pointe Re-
nard or P'ox Point, the river Brue ; the two laft names being thofe of midlhipmen on.

board, both one and the other equally worthy of efteem.

On the fth February we raifcd our anchor, and made preparations for failing as foon
as the winds would admit. The fame evening, the dilk of the fun on fetting was of the
moft beautiful and fplendid red colour ; the wind blew from the north-eaft ; but
during the night, it veered round to the north, and blew in ftrong gufts, contimnng
thus until eleven or twelve the next day. I'he violence of thefe gufts of winds was
fuch as in the fpace of a few hours to caufe the barometer to fink feven lines and
three-tenths ; they, at the fame time, brought on fo fudden and fo great a heat that

the ihcrmometer role from n" to 22° in the fpace of a few feconds* ; fcarcely, in

the open air, were we able to breathe ; and the gufts were like blafts from a burnino-

furnace. Shortly after, the furface of the fea appeared every where covered with
fume; an immcnfe quantity of water was drawn up into the atmofphere ; and, during
the whole of the remainder of the day we were furroundcd as it were by a tepid

vapour bath. Some individuals, among whom was our commander, attributed thefe

great natural eflccls to the burning of the neighbouring forefts ; but, feparate from
the infufliciency of this explanation to account even for the inftance in point, we fliall

elfewhere fee that thefe burning winds are experienced on the weftcrn coaft of New
Holland, under circumftanccs perfeclly fimilar ; we fliail fee ihem again, ftill more
formidable, on the eaftern fliores of the fame continent, fuflbcate in a few feconds

myriads of animals, and parch and blaft as fuddenly the moft aftive vegetation. Let

• 5't to 71 J of Fahrenheit.

US
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US be content with obfervin^ for the inflant that thefe inflamed winds are felt even at

the fouthern extremity of Diemen's Land, and that there they proceed from the
north. In a fucceeding chapter thefe valuable obfervations, reproduced with more
detail, will be found nearly allied to the phyfical hiftory of the continent of which
we treat.

The 17th of February we were enabled by means of a light breeze from the E. and
E. S. E. to make fail, after a flay in the Channel of Dentrecaflieaux of fix-and-tlurty

days, for the fouth-eallern, that important extremity of Diemen's Land.

CHAP. XIIL— South-eaji Part of Diemen's Land.

[From the 17th to the 28th of February, 1802.]

SCARCELY were we out of the channel before the wind veered to the fouth, and
©bliged us to make ufefefs tacks throughout the day between Tarman Peninfula,

Willanmez Ifland and the ifland Bruny. The night was calm ; but at two in the morn-
ing a pleafant breeze from the \V. S. W.^ enabled us to fleer S. S. E. At day-break
we palled Cape Raoul, briflling on every fide with falient ridges, prifms, and needles of
bafaltic appearance. At feven in the morning we were abreafl: of Tafman Ifland : this

is an enormous barren plateau, the black fides of which rife like volcanic ramparts
from the bofom of the waters : its fouthern point, as well as Cape Raoul, is covered
with immenfe columns, apparently of bafalt. Of fimilar conflitution is Cape Pillar,

and like are the rents in its fides : but at the cape wefl of the rocks of Hippolytus,
named by us Cape Hauy, in honour of the celebrated mineralogift of that name, the
pidure indeed is fimilar, but its horrible appearance much exceeds that of the others.

At the diflance of fome miles this remarkable cape refembles an organ rifing from the
waves. The Rocks of Hippolytus form part of this large pifture of diforder and
fciffures : they are three in number, the largell much refembling the Coin de mire of
the Ifle of France.

After doubling Cape Hauy, we found ourfelves oppofite to a fmall but pretty bay :

right and left of this bay rife enormous black and fterile maffes, the fummits of which
are ragged, and refemble the teeth of faws : at the extremity of the bay, a delightful

border of verdure forms a gratifying contrail to the dingy mountains by which it is

furrounded. Above the firfl range of thefe, a lofty mountain uprears its triple fuminit
m the diflance. This bay we called after Dolomieu, and purfued our courfe towards
the north, coafling at a fhort diflance along a precipitous fhore, bathed by a fea of great
depth. The barren appearance we have noticed now ceafed, and mighty eucalypti
raifed their lofty tops above ^heir ramparts.

A fhort diflance north of Dolomieu Bay, a large opening prefented itfelf, recognized
by M. Faure for the Eaflern bay, oppofite to Port Buache, of which we fpoke in the
previous chapter. The identity of this bay is the more inconteflible from our en-
gineer's gendered himfelf, on his difcovery of it after traverfing the iflthmus, at the
bottom of this new bay, and from his having from this point taken the bearing of the
Rocks of Hippolytus, and found their fite that which they aftually occupy with refpeck
to the bay. We called it Monge Bay, in memory of the illullrious charadler to whom
phyfics and the mathematics are indebted for fo many valuable difcoveries. The
iflhriius, which feparates Monge Bay from Buache Port feems low and fandy : beyond
this iflhmus, on a fecond level, a bound of grey mountains are feen, lower in the com-

9 mencement
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mencement than thofe of the peninfula Tafman, but which afterwards rapidly rife to-

wards the north, and conflitute a fecond peninfula, which, in another part, we fhall

have to notice. A large cape rounded, and of a brownifh colour, terminates Monge
Bay towards the north : the whole portion of this cape, next the fea, is fterile ; on its

fummit vegetate fome tolerably greenifli trees ; and, in front, many reddiih rocks pro-
jeft like fo many fmall cones, the conftitution of which fhould feem to be volcanic.

This remarkable cape was called Cape Surville, in memory of the French navigator of
that name.

From Cape Surville to Cape Frederic Henrich the lands are lofty, perpendicular at

their bafe, but rendered like large domes at their fumnaits : their colour is a dull green j

fome very few (hrubs are fprinkled over their furface.

Direftly north of Cape Frederic Henrich, lies the great Bay of Marion : we tra-

verfed it without halting ; and, about five in the evening, caft anchor in the channel
between Diemen's Land and the Illand Maria, oppofite the Oyfter Bay.

The 19th of February, at day-break, the barge of our (hip under command of M.
Maurouard, was difpatched to make the tour of the Ifland Maria, to take a draught of
it, and afcertain if it afforded frefh water. To our geographic engineer M. Boulbngcr,
fcarcely yet recovered from the illnefs with which he was attacked at Timor, was this

work allotted. I accompanied him to examine the produdions, foil, temperature, and
inhabitants of the ifland.

Soon after we reached the mofl fouthern cape of the ifland, denominated by our
geographers Cape Peron. In front of the cape rifes a folitary granitic rock ot" one
hundred and fifty to two hundred feet high, torn by the waves, and much refembling

an obelilk : it was termed the Pyramid.

From this point the coaft turns abruptly to the N. N. E. ; and we proceeded along
it a fhort diflance away. It is, throughout its whole length, perpendicular, and refem-
bles an immenfe rampart of granite. On fome points the imagination pourtrays in its

rocks the remnants of a line of ancient fortifications. Various fpices of parafitical plants,

among which are lichens of a beautiful lulphur colour or a fplendid red, grew on thefe

walls, the fummits of which, feen through the fhrubs, appeared like the parapet of a
citadel, with, in many parts, battlements and embrazures. All along this coaft there is

deep water ; but as it is expofed to the whole fury of the fouth winds, blowing, unim-
peded from the antarctic pole, is inccffantly beaten by tumultuous waves, which break
with noife againft its granite walls.

When at the caftern point, called Cape Maurouard, from the laudable midfliipman

who then participated with M. BouUanger his geographical work, we faw the coaft

flretch to the N. N. W. Here the mountains rapidly decline, and in a little time the

chain breaks, and forms a large bay ; in this we entered, and (hortly after landed on
the ifthmus that divides it from the Oyfter Bay.

It was now two. While my companions were employed on their geographic furvey

of the fhore, I advanced towards the north coaft of the bay, and penetrated into the

interior. My progrcfs at firft was flow, owing to the fize and ftrength of the herbage ;

on fome fpots even fhrubs thickly growing together, and more vigorous, interdicted

advance : I wason the point of tracing b.ick my fteps, when, at a dilbnce, 1 diiUn-

guifhed a paili beaten by the natives. This I followed : in a ihort time trees were le's

frequent ; and, in lefs than half-an hour, I reached the fummit of a hillock, whence I

diftinguifhed at once the two bays of Maria Ifland, the ifthmus by which they are fepa-

ratcd, and the mountains of Diemen's Land, the laft tiers of which were fcarcely dif-

cernible amid the furrounding vapours. Divers fpecics of pleafing gramina prefented
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on every fide a beautiful carpet of verdure ; melaleuca;, correo3, fagarcc, conchyjc,

ftyphelire, and metrofideros, here and there formed charming groves, above which

towered immenfe globuhir eucalypti, gigantic leptofpermes, the cyprefs-leaved exo-

carpos, the hairy cafuarina, the iilver-leaved bankfia, and a variety of other trees

peculiar to thefe louthern regions. At the foot of this hillock runs a fmall rivulet of

I'weet water, on the banks of which were diflinguiflicd many fpecies of pteris, limo-

dorum, a new fpecies of everlafting with white flowers, the beautiful aletris with red

flowers, the creeping parfley of thefe regionSj and a fmall fpecies of daucus, analagous

in tafte to our common carrot.

While abforbed by the delightful fenfations infpircd by this charming fpot, I per-

ceived at a diftance a monument, the ftrudlure of which at once furprifed me, and

excited my curiofity : I hafl:ened towards it ; the following is the refult of my ob-

fervations.

On a wide fwarth of verdure, beneath fome antique caruarinse, rofe a cone, formed
coarfely of the bark of trees inferted at bottom in the ground, and terminated at top by
a large band of fimilar materials. Four long poles ftuck in the earth, fufliained and

ferved for all the pieces of bark to loan againfl; ; thefe four poles feemed alfo calculated,

to ornament the building ; for, inflead of uniting all their upper extremity like the

bark, and fo forming a fimple cone, they crofled each other about their middle, and then

extended without the roof of the ornament. From this difpofition refulted a fort of

inverted tetracdric pyramid in the upper part oppofed to the cone below. This con-

trail ot form in the two parts of the building had a fomewhat graceful effeft, which was
encreafed by the following additions.

With each of the four fides of the pyramid correfponded a wide ftrip of bark, the

two bent extremities of which were at the bottom bound together by the large band,

which, as I before have noticed, united. all the pieces of bark at the top of the cone : it

follows that each of thefe four flrips formed a fort of oval, Icafl; rounded at its Inferior

extremity, and wideft and molt rounded above ; and, as each of thefe ovals corref-

ponded with one of the fides of the inverted pyramid, it is not difficult to conceive the

elegance and pidurefque effeft of the plan.

After looking fome time at this monument, the ufe of which I vainly fl:rove to

fathom, I foon refolved to pufli my examination to a greater length : I removed feveral

thick pieces of bark, and readily penetrated to the interior of the building. The whole
of the upper part was vacant; at the bottom was a large flattened cone formed of a fine

Kght grafs laid with much care in conuntric and very deep fl;rata. With my doubt
refpcding the purpofe of this, my curiofity encreafed. Eight fmall'bent fliicks crofling

each other at the fummit of this cone of verdure, ferved to preferve its form; each of
thefe flicks had its two extremities fafl:ened in the earth, and kept firm in their pofition

by a large piece of flattened granite.

So much care led me to expedl fome important difcovery ; nor was I miflaken.

Scarcely had I raifed the upper layers of turf, ere I perceived a large heap of Avhite

aflies, apparently collected together with nicety : thrufting my hand into the midft of
thefe, I felt fomething hard, withdrawing which, I found it to be the jaw-bone of a
man, and flireds of flefli flill adhering to it. I fliuddered with horror. Still, reflefting

a little on all I had obferved in the compofition of the monument, I foon experienced
fenfations widely different from thofe I felt at firft : the verdure, the flowers, the pro-
teding trees, the deep bed of you^g herbage which covered the aflies, all united to
convince me that I had here difcovered a tomb.
On removing the alhes, I perceived a very black coal, expanded, friable, and light

;

and
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and l-ecognizcd it to be animal : at the fame time I withdrew part of the femur with a

portion of fleni ; in the flcfli were (till vifible the larger arteries full of blood, calcined,

and in the flate this fluid is, on its approximation to a refmous fubftance. To thefe

hones others fucceeded not lefs eafy of recognition, vertebra;, fragments of the os

humeros, the tibia, tarfus, and carpium ; all of them were much changed by the

action of fire, and were readily reduced to dud: : of thefe burnt bones 1 have pre-

fcrved fome fragments, with portions of the roafted flefh adherent to them. Thefe
bones were not, as I at firft imagined, depofited on the furface ; they were colleded

at the bottom of a circular hole, about fixteen or twenty inches in diameter, and eight

or ten inches deep. It will fliortiy be feen that this is not an ufelefs remark.

I might have neglected, perhaps, to notice a finarcircumflance of intcreft as regard-

ing the fite of the tomb, if, on feeing a fimilar monument the next day, I had not

obferved the fame objedl again. At the foot of the Hope on which the fepulchre

was conftrufted, ran a rivulet of frefh and limpid water, the prefencc of which, at the

reigning feafon of the year, was equally rare and grateful. Both fides of the flreamlet

were carpettcd by a variety of young herbage, among which feveral fpecies of orchys,

ophris, richea glauca, apiuni proftratum, and the fpecies of carrot peculiar to thefe

regions.

With what delight, feated on the bank of this rivulet, did I give myfelf up to the

new reflections which fuch a combination of circumflances was calculated to occafion !

I faid to myfelf, "In midft of thefe threatening rocks, in the deep bofom of thefe

ancient forells, nature then has yet preferved fome of her rights, fmce the firfl: monu-
ment we have difcovered of the unpoliflied and barbarous inhabitants was confecrated

by herfelf.

Recalling next to mind the arid fliores of the weftern part of New Holland, I re-

flected on the interefting bower difcovered on the left bank of the river Vafle, and again

faid, " This monument, the only one found on its banks, was alfo confecrated by gra-

titude." Thus the firfl worfhip was infpired by nature ; the firfl: altars were raifed to

filial piety, to gratitude.

I extended the firfl analogy between the two objeds to their pofition : the bower of

the bay of the Geographe was conftructed on that fait river, which with the adjoining

marflics, materially helps to fupport the inhabitants of thofe dreary regions. The
tomb I had recently dilcovered was ftationed near that portion of Eafl: Bay, where

alone we had been able to find freih water ; here alfo thofe large concha:, the daily

food of the people, were moft abundant. The prefumption that the fite of the tomb

was the refult of deliberation, was farther ftrengthened by the remarks I made the

next day in Oyller Bay, on a flrudture of fimilar defcription ; this alfo was placed on

an eminence, at the foot of which ran a fmall rill of frefh water, the only one we
found throughout the whole extent of this lafl bay. " Thus, therefore, the fame

principle which originated theconfecration of thefe monuments, caufed the felection of

thofe i'pots for their pofitions which were moft; intercfting and mofl dear, thofe fpots,

to which moft frequently brought back by his neceflities, were beft calculated to renew

a grateful emotion in man."
Succeeding ideas caufed new reflections : I aflied myfelf, " What can have origin-

ated this cuftom of burning the dead ? Separated from the reft of the world, and at its

fartheft extremity, thefe people cannot have adopted it from communication with

others ; it mufl irrefutably therefore be an idea of their own. But, in that cafe,

wherefore prefer this mode of difpofing of the dead ? Can the preference be the efl"e£t
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of chance ? Or does there exift fome phyfical reafon for it, dependent on the nature

of thino-s, or the particular focial organization of thefe men ? This double queftion,

equally important and delicate, requires in difcufling it that I fliould take a rapid rctro-

Ipeft of the elfcntial features of the inhabitants of Diemen's Land, to which, as will

hereafter be difplayed, thofe of the people who dwell on the ifland Maria in every

refpctl: ailimilate.

Alnioll utterly a ftranger to every principle of focial organization, without chiefs,

properly fpcaking, without laws, cloathing, or culture of any defcription, without any

aflured means of fubfiftence, or any eftabliflied abode, man here knows no other arms,

and has no other initruments than the club and the fpear, both equally imperfeft in

themfelves, and coarfely falhioned. A wanderer with his family on the fliore of the

fea, to that he looks for his chief fubfiftence ; he fojourns for a longer fpace, and

thither oftcneft returns, where ftiell-fifh moll abound, where he with greatell eafe can

colled them, and where frefh water may readieft be obtained. What I fay here of

the individual applies to the whole race in queftion ; the refources of the individual

fail with thofe of the horde to which he belongs.

Thefe data eftablifhed, one of their number fhall die. He is old, refpefted, father

of a numerous family, and furrounded by children, before whom he breathes his laft.

What is to become of the corpfe ?

Abandon it ? He was their father ; was kind : his abandoned corpfe might be-

come the food of wild animals ! This refledion were fufficient to infpire horror even in

the breaft of farages. Moreover, the putrefadion of the carcafe would not fail of dif-

gufting them ; and every fcattered bone of a father's corpfe would each fucceeding

inftant reproach them with ingratitude, or at leaft be a fight at once offenfive and

difgufting.

Should they caft it into the fea ? This at firft feems the moft natural and fimple ex-

pedient : but, thrown back by the tides and currents, they might fee again the carcafe

on their fliores, and fometimes poflibly its tainted members mingled with the (hell-fifli

of which they make their food.

Embalm it ? This is beyond their ideas, as it is beyond their means.

Bury it ? This would be a labour of difficult effeduation, as well from the generally

hard and rocky nature of the foil, as from an abfolute want of every requifite inftru-

ment for the purpofe. Still is it probable they would have recourfe to this meafure,

did not another offer itfelf much more ready of efteduation, and evon preferable.

This laft meafure is to burn it. Every thing concurs to facilitate this expedient

;

every thing in this is accordant with the mode of life of the inhabitant of thefe ftiores,

as well as the circumftances in which he is placed. Fire, that powerful and terrible

agent, their recourfe on fo many and fuch valuable occafions, cannot fail of exciting

among thefe people fome of thofe fentiments of veneration, confecrated with the ma-

jority of ancient nations by fuch numerous inftitutions and religious monuments.

Without being deified, perhaps, as formerly it was, fire in thefe countries* is regarded

as fomething fuperior to the other works of nature ; and thefe firft ideas will probably

have contributed not in a trivial degree to the determination of burning their dead.

The requifite materials for the purpofe were at hand : neither calculation nor labour

were required for putting the plan in execution ; no inftrument was neceflary ; and

it prevented taint and the confequent infedion. But a few remains of bones would

* Ste Phib'ps's Voyage to New South Wales, page 59, and Marlon's to Diemen's Land, page 29.

be
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be here after the operation, to cover which the afhes of the fire would be fufficient.

The whole ceremony required only a few hours j aiid prejudices tended to render it

reputable and facred.

Thus then this practice of burning the dead * does not appear to be the efFeft of

mere chance: accordant with phyfical and local circuniftances, thefe evidently were

the origin of the cuftom ; and did the nature of this work juftify my profecuting the

fubjecl further, it would be cafy for me to prove that this important portion of the

ufagcs ot people has more relation to the foil and its nature than is at firil view appa-

rent. Is it not, for example, worthy of remark, that thofe two countries moft famous

for embalming, and mummies, Upper Egypt and TenerilFe, are alike diftinguifhed by

the conftant drynefs of the foil and the atmofphere, and the facility with which different

aromatic, alfi'ingcnt, or refinous ingredients, the elFcntial bafes of the preparations for

embalming, are obtained ? But, leaving further remarks on this fubject, let us terminate

what relates to this fingular monument of Maria Ifland.

I was the more pleai'ed with the difcovery I had made from nothing funilar having

before been obferved in thefe parts. Riche in one of his excurfions had, indeed, dii-

covered on Diemen's Land parts of bones to which the flefh yet adhered in a half

calcined ftate ; and M. I/abillardiere had in confcqucuce fufpefted that the inhabitants

burned their dead ; but this fulpicion depended in a circumltance fo doubtful as to be

unworthy of reliance : on the contrary, tiiis curious chapter may be reckoned nearly

complete in what regards the hillory of the inhabitants of thefe regions. The draught

of the tomb exactly given by JNI. Petit, and hniflicd by M. Lefueur, leaves nothing to

wilh for refpeding this mynunient, and the pleafing profpecl afforded by the Hope oa
which it was fuuate.

1 have noticed a fecond fepulchre ; this we vifited the next day in Oyfter Bay, op-

pofite to Ealt Bay, and in order to fiiiifh what relates to this fubject, anticipating order

and dates, I fhall detail in as few words as poflible what it prefented peculiar to itfelf.

Placed on a flight eminence, at the foot of which ran a rivulet of frefli water, the only

one found on this bay, this latter monument immaterially differed from the one before

defcribed : but being older than the other its form was lefs regular ; the poles which

fupported the pieces of bark had, as well as the bark itfelf, given way ; and the grafs

which covered the afhes had undergone much change from the raoilture of the atmo-

fphere : in other refpedts, the bones and afhes were arranged in nearly the fame manner

as in the monument of Eaft Bay. The only peculiarity it offered, and which deferves

fpecial remark, was this : on the interior of Ibme of the hanJfomefl and largefl pieces of

bark certain charaders, analogous to thofe ufed by the natives in tattooing the lower

part of the arm, were engraven.

To what I have before faid another obfervation mufl be added : it is that from the

nature of thefe monuments no furprize can be excited at their rarity. For the pieces

cif bark by which they are protedted mult ncceffarily in little time be deltroyed by the

a£tion of the atmofphere, and be dilperfed by the winds. The tender and delicate grafj

which covers the aihcs mufl likewife foon undergo decompofition ; and the aflies them-

felves, partly difpcrfed, will then (hew no more than that a fire has previoufly beca

kindled on the fpot ; and as the bones are collected together in the bottom of the hole,

they naturally remain there buried, which accounts fufficiently tor none being found

on the furface of the ground. Add to this the calcination they have undergone, the

necellkry effed of which is to render their decompofition more rapid and complete.

• Tie natives of New Holland llkcwifc burn llicir dcurj.

5 R 2 la
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In the mean time my companions had finifhed their geographical furvey, and had

already been waiting for my return, when 1 rejoined them : we again embarked to take

the foundings of the interior of the bay. It prefents deep foundings almoit in every

part ; but from the bottom, confiding generally of live rock, the anchorage is bad :

moreover, the bay is too open, and too much expofed to the fury of the winds from the

fouth-eaft. Doubtlefs to the nature of the bottom it is that the abundance of fucus is

to be attributed, which on different points of its furface form real pelagic meadows, in

midfl of which numberlefs flocks of fea-mews, gulls, divers, and cormorants feek their

accuftomed food.

After completing the furvey of the great bay on the eaft, to which we gave the

name Riedle Bay, in memory of the valuable naturalift buried on the ifland Timor, we

again landed on the ifland to pafs the night, and by four the next morning, 20th Feb.

let off to continue our exploration of Maria Ifland.

After doubling the north cape of Riedle Bay, the direction of the land is E. N. E. to

theparallelof CapeMiftaken *, the mofl eaflern point of theifland. From this to the north

cape the courfe of it is W. N. W. The whole of the portion of the ifland comprifed

tetween the Eaflern Bay and the North Cape is truly frightful. The coall forms a

wall of granite from 320 to 430 feet (Englifh) high : in this wall are vaft caverns, in

which the waves, dafliing with impetuofity, make a hollow rumbling noife, fimilar to

that of diflant thunder. In every part the coaft is accefTible : the fea runs high and

tumultuoufly, and the fpe£lator trembles at the very thought of the fate of thofe fhips

driven againfl fuch ruthlefs fliores.

This conflitution, indeed, of the coafl is confequent on the general pofition of Maria

Ifland, here expofed to the whole ocean's rage ; and this is evident from a comparifon of

this fide with that on the wefl of the ifland ; for, as foon as the North Cape is paifed, to

which from our engineer we gave the name of Cape Boullanger, the elevation of the

foil decreafcs, and difcovers beneath the fhelter of Diemen's Land a long fandy beach,

which is continued almoft uninterruptedly to the extremity of Oyfler Bay. In fhort,

every thing eaflward denotes the ravages of the waves and winds, while, on the weft,

the general afpeft announces the tranquillity of nature, and the peaceful adion of time.

In front of Cape Boullanger is a large rock, joined to Maria Ifland by a ledge of

dangerous reefs ; a-head of this rock is a granitic iflet of fome dimenfions, but little

elevated, flerile, and which, between it and the land, has a narrow flrait palfable fjr

fmall craft alone: we denominated this North Iflet.

I have already noticed the floats of fucus which carpetted with verdure part of Riedle

Bay : their extent even then caufed great furprize, but on coafling along the N. E. of

the ifland, thefe fame vegetables occafioned us a ftill greater aflonifhment. For a very

confiderable diftance the whole furface of the fea was covered with this fubmarine pro-

duction ; and it was with the greateft difficulty we were enabled to difentangle ourfelves

from one of thefe floats, in the fkirt of which we became enveloped ; nor till after

feveral hours' exertion were we able to releafe ourfelves from this unufual obftacie.

Thefe floats all confifted of one fingle plant, the fucus giganteus, affurediy the largeft of

all pelagic vegetables, as fome that we meafured were from 81 to 97 meters in length f-

To raife and fuftain thefe immenfe branches at the furface of the water nature employs

a means as fmiple as efficacious. At intervals of fpace each branch produces a pretty

broad leaf dentated at the edge, and crimped over its whole furface, the flalk of

which, clofe to its union with the branch, has a pyriform or pear-fhaped bladder from

• Thus named by Captain Cox, who difcovered Oyftcr Bay in lySg. f 265 to 3 18 Engliili feet.

two
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two to three inches in length, by about an inch in diameter at its lovveft and wid^ft part.

Each of thefe veficles, filled with air, adling as fo many balloons, raife the branches
to the furface, and fupport the fpreading leaves on the waves. Thefe leaves are often of
confidcrable fize ; fome I meafured exceeding 32 to 38 decimeters in length *.

But, not only on account of the fmgularity of its organization and gigantic fize is

this fucus deferving of notice. Torn by the violence of the tempefl from their parent
ftems at the bottom of the fea, thefe floats of fucus are tranfported by the currents to the
extremity of the bay of Riedle, are foon buried there in the fands, and greatly contribute
to choak this bay, and encreafe the extent of the ifthmus which divides it from Oyfter
Bay. Thus, at this extremity of the globe, is realized the grand difplay of the influence

of marine plants in encroachments of the land on the fea, piftured by Linnaeus in the pre-

face to his hiflory of the mineral kingdom ; but, without dwelling longer on this import-
ant matter, let us return to our voyage round the ifland Msria.

After doubling Cape Boullangcr, we proceeded rapidly along the whole north-weft
coafl of the ifland : it is low and iandy ; vegetation in the neighbourhood of the coaft

is far from lively ; but the interior difplays handfome forelts, and the backs of the

mountains feem covered with tolerably tine trees. By five in the evening we paffed

Middle Iflet, an iflet to which we gave this name from its intermediate pofition between
Diemen's Land and Maria Ifland. It is nothing but a rock of granite, about 234
meters! in diameter, and from 9 to .12 meters]; above the furface of the water.

It is naturally fterile, and the natives of the neighbourhood, being accuflomed to halt

here in their paffage to Maria Ifland, from the main, have deftroyed for their fires

whatever vegetation it formerly bore.

Already had the obfcurity of the evening begun to render our furvey of the coaft

more and more difficult and uncertain, when we doubled Cape Lefueur, which forms
the northern point of Oyfter Bay : we were on the point of landing to pafs the night,

when we diftinguilhed from five and twenty to thirty lavages, advancing towards us,

armed with long fpcars, and uttering loud exclamations. This numerous band was
the lefs agreeable to us, as, much fatigued with being two days at fea, we had oc-

cafion for reft, and with fuch hofts fliould have been obliged to pafs the night under
arms ; we therefore refolved on penetrating further into the bay, convinced the fa^

vages would not follow us. As we predicted, indeed, they continued their courfe weft-

ward, and foon were out of fight : after this we landed.

Early on the 21ft, we continued our furvey of Oyfter Bay : towards the extremity

it is fo flialiow that we were every inftant in danger of grounding, though oftentimes

at confidcrable diftance from fhore. Spite of this inconvenience, we completed the

furvey of the bay, and were about to double the fouth point, when we heard the re-

port of a gun from one of the velfels ; fliortly after, this was fucceeded by others, at

luch intervals that we could not miftake their mournful meaning. The laft of my
co-adjutors, M. Mauge, had ceafed to live, and thefe announced his funeral obfcquies.

lie died the day after our departure, univcrfally regretted in both fliips, and worthy
of the grief felt for his lofs, by the excellence of his charader, and the zeal he had
manifclted in the expedition. His corpfe was inteiTed on Maria Ifland, at the foot of

a large lucalvptus, to which a leaden plate was aflixed, relating the fad detail of his

death. The name of Pointe Mauge was given to the part of the ifland which received

the remains of our unfortunate companion.

On leaving Oyfter Bay, we proceeded to coaft the weftern fhore of the ifland, fome

• Upwards of 10 to 12 feet Englifli. | 770 Englilh feet. J 30 to 40 Engli(h feet.

parts
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parts of which remained yet to be furveyed ; after this, we fleered for the fliip, which
ve reached in the evening of the 2 1 ft February.

The next day, at day-break, I left the fhip again, with intention of traverfmg the

iflhmus, and vifiiing the tombs of the eaftern bay. M. Petit, our draughtfman, ac-

companied me ; a {lender boat, known to French failors by the name of Poufle-picd,

was allotted me, witii only three men, and no other arms than a bad niufquet, which

M. Petit fccreted in the boat. Indeed, although we had ammunition on board our velTel,

a thoufand tmies told more than fufficient for an expedition fuch as that on which we
were lent, our commander had forbidden the taking of arms on our excurfions, under
pretence of too much powder being expended. Indeed, the very day previous to my
departure, two carpenters belonging to the Nuturalifte, attacked on Maria Ifland, were
on the point of falling by the hands of the natives : yet, notwithftanding, and fpite of

my folicitations, the commodore was inflexible ; and as it came to an ifl'uc, whether we
chofe to rifk unarmed an attack from the favages, or give up our intended excurfion,

I made no hefitation about my choice. It will prefently be feen to what danger we were
expofed from the perverfity of the captain.

It was not long before we diftinguiflied on the fouth fide of Oyftcr Bay a great fire,

which, as it muft have been kindled by the favages, gave us hopes of meeting with

them in that diredtion ; we landed at that point therefore, and our expectations were
realized : fourteen natives, feated round this fire, received us with tranfports of fur-

prife, admiration, and pleafure. Medi, medi, were the firft words with which they

addrefled us. We feated ourfelves, and they in a group about us ; the chief of the

favages were armed with fpears, the reft with clubs ; they laid them by their fide

;

and M. Rouget, the cockfwain, who accompanied us, and to whom we confided our
mufquet, placed it on the ground, refolved not to part with it from his fide, left any
native fliould fpring upon and bear it off to the woods, a precaution rendered necellary

from fpecimens of fimilar conduct on the part of the favages before met with in the

channel.

Our arms thus depofited, we mutually gazed on each other for fome feconds. The
natives were anxious to feel the calves of our legs, and our breafts ; we complied
readily in this particular with all they wiflied, and repeated fhouts expreflcd their fur-

prile at the whitenefs of our fkin ; but gradually they fought to carry their rcfearches

ftill tarther
;
pofhbly they doubted if we were of fimilar conformation altogether with

themfclves ; or, perhaps, they wifhed to determine our fcx. Whichever might be the
caufe, they folicited this extraordinary examination with fo much obftinacy and
earneftncfs, as fcarcely admitted of refufal. Perceiving, however, our repugnance,
they no longer infifted, with refpeft to us, on the profecution of their enquiry, but
were abfolule with refpeft to one of our failors, who, owing to his youth, and his

being without a beard, feemed the moft fit objeft to verify or difprove their conjedlures.

This young man, at my requeft, confenting to gratify their curiofity, the favages

feemed delighted ; but foon as they perceived him to be formed like themfelves,

they all at once fet up fuch loud fliouts of aftonifliment and joy, as perfectly ftunned
us.

While they were thus minutely examining us, I myfelf was employed in obferving
them with the moft profound attention. Moft of them were young men, from fixteen

to twenty.five ; two or three feemed between thirty and five and thirty ; one alone,

the eldeft of all, was between fifty and five and fifty ; he alone wore the fkin of a
kangaroo over his fhoulders : the others were perfeftly naked. Generally fpeaking,

all ot them were of tolerable height for their years. Among the full grown men, one

9 of
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of them was i meter 786 millimeters high* ; but he was much more flender and
lean than his companions : all the others differed in ftature, between i meter 678
millimeters t, and i meter 732 millimeters

J. One alone among them had his hair

powdered with the dud of red ochre : he was a young man, from twenty-four to

twenty-five years of age, called Bara Ooroo, of a more handfome form than the

others, but with the characteriftic vices of proportion of his race ; that is to fay, that,

with a well Ihaped head, broad and flefliy fhoulders, an ample chefr, and very muf-
cular buttocks, all his extremities were lank and weak, efpecially the legs j his belly

alfo was too big for the reft of his body.

Their countenances were very expreflive : the paffions were depided on them for.

cibly, as with rapidity they fucceeded each other ; their features, equally flexible with-

their aSeftions, change and are modified with them : frightful and brutal when they

threaten ; their phyfiognomy, when they are fufpicious, expreffes inquietude and per-

fidy ; and, when they laugh, is gaily frantic, and almoft convulfed : in the more old,

it is mournful, ftern, and fombre ; but, generally fpeaking, in all, whatever time ob-

ferved, their look has fomewhat in it finifter and ferocious, which cannot efcape the

eye of the diligent obferver, and which but too fully correfponds with their

charafter.

After fome inftants dedicated to wonder, and the examination of each other,

M. Petit played off fome juggler's tricks, which much diverted them, and excited the

moft whimfical demon ftrations of pleafure and enthufiafm : but nothing to them was
fo much a fubjeft of aftonifhment, as to fee M. Rouget ftick a pin into the calf of his

leg, without exhibiting any fymptom of pain, or caufing a fingle drop of blood to

flow. At this prodigy they looked at each other in filence, as if to fignify their

amazement; and afterwards fimultaneoufly they fhouted like madmen. Unfortunately

for me, among the prefents made them were fome pins ; one of the party, felicitous of

afcertaining whether I participated the infenfibility they had juft admired, approached

filently and thruft a pin flrongly into my calf. I could not refrain from crying out

loudly on the occafion, and this the more fi"om being taken wholly by furprlfe.

In the mean time, M. Petit and myfelf availed ourfelvcs of the moment, and the

good difpofition at the time of the favages : while he was employed in taking the

likenefs of that one of the 'party whofe regularity of features, exprellion of coun-

tenance, and form, ftruck us the moft, I endeavoured, by means of the words I

had been able to colled in the channel, to make them comprehend our friendly fen-

timents towards ihem ; in this converfation making great ufe of geftures, the meaning of

which they feize with a readinefs difficult for us to conceive.

Now it was that our interview became truly interefting : feated pell-mell amid the

afhes of their fire, we feemed mutually fatisficd with each other. I feized this occa-

fion fo favourable to my defigns, and made a number of queftions, confining myfelf

exclufiveiy to thofe moft ealy ot comprehenfion : by fuch means I fucceffively obtained

an anfwer to the words, to gape, to burn one's felf, to pifs, to go to ftool, to break

wind, laugh, cry, whiftle, blow, fpit, give a box o' the ear, tie, untie, wreltle, tear,

ftrangle, erutlari, kc. kc. In general they poffefs great difcernment : they under-

ftood with much facility the meaning of my geftures; feemed in an inftant fo com-

prehend them, and repeated with much complacency the words I did not at firft

exprefs with propriety.

1 mult not here omit one very fingular obfervalion I made : they feem to have no

• 5 feet loj inches Englini. •) j feet 6 inches Enghfli. X S feet 8 inches Englifh.

idea



8^4 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS.

idea of faluting by means of a kifs. In vain did I fucceflively addrefs myfelf to many
for the purpofe of making them apprehend what I defired to learn, and approach my
face to theirs ; they exhibited uniformly on the occafion, that furprife confequent on

an unufual and unknown aftion, and in the fame manner I had remarked among the

natives of the channel Dentrecafteux. And when on my faluting them, I enquired

gouanaranii, (what is this called), nidego (I know not, I do not comprehend,) was

their conftant reply. The action of embracing (careffe) was not lefs ftrange to them :

in vain by geflure did I ftrive to learn their expreflion for this token of endearment
;

their wonder fpoke their ignorance, and nidego ferved to confirm me in the affurance

of their having no conception of its meaning. Thus thefe two actions, which with us

appear fo natural, kifling and afFeftionately embracing, are apparently unknown to

thcfc ferocious and barbarous people. Still, I wifti not to effablifli as a pofuive fact

the conjefture I here announce; but to what I have previoufly obferved, I mufl add,

that whether in Diemen's Land, or New Holland, I never once faw a favage embrace

another of his own, or even of a different fex.

I have already noticed the changeablenefs of thefc favages, and little time elapfed

ere we had a new and extraordinary exhibition of this charafteriflic. While M. Petit

and myfelf were moft intent on our refearches, we fuddenly heard loud exclamations

from the interior of the foreft. The favages inftantly fprang up, feized their arms,

and directed their looks, expreflive of fiercenefs and furprife, towards the fea. They
feemed greatly agitated ; at length we diftinguiflaed one of the boats of our veflels

faiUng along the coafl a fliort diftance from us : I had no doubt but this boat, dif-

cerned by a kind of centinels, probably their wives, flationed for the purpofe on
rocks or high trees, was the caufe of their agitation and alarm. Other cries were
{hortly after heard ; and as thefe mofl: likely announced the boat's leaving the fhore,

their fears feemed in meafure to fubfide : I took occafion now to endeavour to make
them comprehend that the men they faw were, like ourfelves, friends ; and that they

nad nothing to look for from them but kindnefs and prefents : they apparently under-

flood my proteffations and geflures, became compofed, and again laid down their

arms. We now were folicitous, M. Petit of continuing to take their likenefles, and
myfelf of coUefting other words of their language ; but their inquietude and diffrac-

tion momentarily encreafed ; they refufed to anfwer my queftions, nor lefs was the

trouble M. Petit experienced in finifhing the drawings he had begun.

By degrees they feemed to become more enterprizing ; they converfed with looks

denoting great agitation, and when their eyes were direded towards us, their coun-
tenance was more fbmbre and ferocious than before ; we hence conceived they medi-

tated fome violence ; but the mufquet of M. Rouget, and the afpeft of this young man,
one of the finefl and mofl intrepid of our crew, appeared to keep them in awe.
Whether out of curiofity, or with fome perfidious intention, they were perpetually

teazing him to fhoot the birds perched on the neighbouring trees* : but we were too

infufficiently fure of the value of our gun, and judged our fituation to be too critical to

comply with their requefl ; our denial in confequence furnifhed them with a frefh fub-

jeft for fufpicion and inquietude.

In proportion to the increafe of their miftrufl was their audacity. One of them

* How comes this ? M. Peron in every thing he has related gives room for beh'ef that his party were
the firft Europeans feen by thefe favages; yet, here he makes them acquainted with the ufe of a mufquet,
which they could only know from having feen it fired and witneffed its effeft : for, otherwife, they could
not from its appearance and want of point, imagine it to be a weapon capable of killing birds, or of being
ufcd fuccefsfully as a miflile. Tr.

8 infilled
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mfifted on having the waiftcoat I wore, which by its lively colour had excited his atten-

tion. I had refufed his iterated demand of it before in a manner which I thought

would have prevented repetition ; but, when leafl aware, he laid hold of it, and
pointing his fpear at my breaft, feemed emphatically to fay " Give it me, or you are

a dead man." In fuch a critical pofition, to have fliewn anger had been dangerous,

for the wretch would undoubtedly have run me through ; 1 therefore affetted to con-

fider his threat as a mere joke, and, feizing the point of his fpear, pointed to M. Rou-
get, whofe gun was levelled at him, at the fame time uttering the fimple word mata*,

which in their language fignifies death : he underftood me, and withdrew his fpear,

affuming as much indifference as if he had done nothing to give offence.

I had fcarcely efcaped from this peril before I found myfelf compromifed in a man-
ner if not equally fearful at leaft very unpleafant. One of the large gold rings I wore
in my ears having excited the cupidity of another favage, he pafled flily behind me,
and putting his finger through it, tugged it with fo much ftrength as would infallibly

have torn my ear had not the ring opened.

When we refled that thefe men had as it were been loaded by us with prefents, fuch

as mirrors, knivc?, beads, pearls, handkerchiefs, fnutl-boxes, &c., that I had ftrip-

pcd myfelf for them of my coat buttons, which being of gilt copper had ftruck them by
their fhining appearance, and that, without exacling return, we had fubmitted to all their

caprices andfatisficd all their wifhes,— one can but wonder at their injuflice and per-

fidy ; nay, I may fafelyaffirm that, but for M. Rouget, who kept them in check with his

dreadful weapon, M. Petit and myfelf would certainly have fallen vidims to thefe

brutal defperadoes.

For my part, from natural difpofition as much as from principle, no one could have

felt more difpofed than myfelf to bear with their trifling and caprice, but I mud freely

own that their every adion carried with it afhewoffuch perfidioufnefs and ferocity, as

revolted not only me but my companions alfo ; and, connecting what I have recently

depided with what had previoufly occurred to a variety of our companions in the

channel of Dentrecafteaux, the deduftion follows that no one fhould trufl himfelf

among thefe people without fufficient means to reflrain their ill-will, or repulfe their

attacks. But this caution is not only necelTary with the race we now treat of, it is

equally requifite with all favage or flightly civilized people, as is evidently fliewn in all

narratives of travellers. Even in thofe countries, the inhabitants of which are moft

extolled for the gentlenefs of their character, Europeans, when by themfelves, or in

flight parties, have been in great danger, and oftentimes have fallen the viftims of

their liberal but mifplaced confidence. A difcuffion on this head, however, is too

little connected with this work to admit of my enlarging on the interefting particulars

it might furnifli, and which on fome future occafion I mean to colled in one

work.
Tired of the ungenerous procedure of the favages of Maria Ifland, I refolved on

putting an end to our perilous interview ; but defirous of repeating certain experiments

I had made in the channel on the phyfical ftrength of the inhabitants of thefe coun-

• Mattar in the Spanifh tonguf, fignifies to kill. The Spaniards received tlic word from the

Arabians. It is radically Hebrew. p3 (mawt) is the root, and fignifies death, whence alfo, mors, mort,

and muetitc, of the fame meaning in Latin, French, and Spanifh. It certainly is finjjular that thi? word,

prtfamptively one of the oldcft in the lanpviage of thefe favages, (hould have the fame meaning it had

with the oldell nation of which we have any authentic hillory, and makes one regret that M. Peron rtiould

not have given the vocabulary he notices his having obtained, as probably it furnilhcs other affinities to the

Hebrew. Tr.
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tries, I fent for the dynamometer of Regnier which I had in the boat, in hopes the

figure and ufe of the inilrumcnt would attraift the attention of the ferocious men whofe

powers I meant to afcertain. I was not deceived ; the inftrunient was a fubjeft of

admiration, and I had fome-dilTicuhy in preventing its being broke. After fpccifying

its ufe by meaiis of a vai'iety of experiments made for this purpofe by ourfelves, we
induced them to try their (Irength by it ; already feven individuals had undefgoae the

trial, when one of them, who had not been able to raife the needle fo high as me,
feemed vexed on the occafion, and, as if to give the lie direft to its (tatement, feized

me by the wrifl, and apparently defied me to difengage tnyfelf from his gfafp. After

fome efforts, I at length i'ucceedcd : but grafping his wrift in turn with all my ftrength,

in fpite of all he could do, he found it impoffible to rcleafe himfclf. This proof of

his inferior ftrength feemed at once to cover him with confufion, and roufe his

anger.

Hitherto the old man I have before fpoken of had preferved the deepeft filencc
;

but, after what had taken place, he addrefled a few words to his countrymen : with-

out their feeming to be uttered as an order, they produced fuch efljcl: that no one
afterwands would touch the dynamometer.

Before we parted, I thought it right to leave them fome frefh tokens of our bene-

volence : with this intent I approached the old man, and taking him by the hand in an

affedtionate manner, prefented him a glafs bottle, a knife, two gilt buttons, a white

handkerchief, &c. ; at the fame time I fignified that we were about to depart, but

would return to vifit him again with freih prefents tor himfelf and companions. He
feemed the better pleafed with thefe laft prefents, from underftanding we were about

to go ; he fmiled with a look of fatisfa£lion, but which at the fame time was mingled

with fomewhat favage and difquiet.

While I was thus taking leave of the old man, M. Petit who was anxious to obtain

a fpear, had bartered a mirror for one ; I alfo was felicitous of a club, and had already

procured it, when the favages, fuddenly recollefting themfelves, fnatched back thefe

weapons, and all fimultaneoufly making a loud outcry, jthreatened us with their wea-

pons in fuch manner that M. Rouget \vas obliged to fhout loudly in order to inti-

midate them, at the fame time pointing his piece at the one who feemed the mofl inve-

terate againft me. This was the fame Bara-Ooroo, who I have before noticed was
the handfomeft man of the party, and whofe likenefs M. Petit had juft completed wiih

much nicety.

After this laft aft of violence we had not an inftant to lofe in reaching the fhore :

but, apprehenfive left thefe men ftiould throw ftones, or hurl their fjsears at us as we
retreated, an attack of which defcription, from what had happened in the channel, was
not ii«w to us, we agreed that M. Petit and myfelf fttould go before, while M.' Rouget
with his mufquet ftiould clofe the rear. This precaution prevented any accident ; we
regained our boat, and fteered for the bottom of the bay. The natives for fome tipis

kept a parallel courfe to that we went, but perceiving two of our boats, the crews of

which were dragging for oyfters, they plunged into the forefts ; and from that inftant

no one made his appearance again on this part of the coaft,

I have been thus minute in the defcription of this long and nearly fatal interview, to

enable the reader to form the better judgment of the difficulty which travellers

meet with in their intercourfe with favages, and to fliew the impracticability of

foftening the natural ferocity of their difpofition, or removing their ill-will towards

ftrangers.

Wq now reached the extremity of Oyfter Bay, and traverfing the ifthmus on foot,

arrived
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arrived at the tombs, of which M. Peiit made an exact draught. After this we returned

to our veflel.

While thus employed on Maria Ifland, three boats, difpatched nearly at the fame
inflant, were exploring all the iieighbouving parts of Diemen's Land and the contiguous

jflands. One of them under the command of the elder Freycinct, w-as ordered to pro-

ceed towards the fouth, and vifit all that portion of the coaft of Diemen's Land com-
prized between the cape oppofite to the fouthern point of Maria Ifland, called by us

Cape Bernier and Frederic Heurick's Point, where the furvey of our veiTels terr

ininatcd. Within this fpace, fiippofing the chart of Tafuian to be correQ:, would be
comprized the Bays of Marian and Frederic Henric. We fliall fliortly fee that the

chart was in this point correct.

RL Freycinct the younger, in the fccond boat, was likewife to take his departure

from Cape Bernier, proceed northward to the parallel of Shouten IHands, and furvey

that part of the coall of Diemen's Land oppofite Maria Ifland.

Laftly, the third boat carried the engineer Faure, directed to explore Schouten

Iflands, which had only been curforily furveyed by Tafman. In this lalt boat M. Bailli

made one of the party.

We fliall now detail the principal refults of thefe three explorations :

That of the elder M. Freycinft was of eight days' duration, and furniflied the follow-

ing account : Between Cape-Bernier on the north, and Cape Frederic Hcnrick on the

fouth, lies Marian Bay. Expofed to all the winds betw^een the fouth and eafl:, it is,

properly fpeaking, an open roadfl;ed of little fecurity, notwithfl;anding it has almofl:

every where fufticient depth of water, and an excellent bottom. All the northern fide

of this bay. from Cape Bernier to Surf Poi?ir, confifts of high lands ; the coaft may be

neared pretty clofe : it alfo prefents many fmall caves in which boats may find fheltcr,

provided the eafl: winds do not blow with too great violence. From Surf Point to the

entrance of Frederic Ilenrick's Bay, of which I ihall fpeak fliortly, extends a fandy beach,

extremely flat, and defcribing a pretty regular curve. " I'he eafl: wind, w hich blew at

this time," fays M. H. Freycinft, " occafioned on this long fliore a dreadful furf : the

fea broke with violence, and was whitened with foam the fpace of feveral cables' length.

Still, defirous of keeping near to fliore as poilible, I flood in, but in a little time was

furrounded by fuch high and heavy waves that I was under necefl!ity of getting further

out with precipitation."

At the extremity of Marian Bay is an opening which communicates with that of Fre-

deric Henrick. This opening is nan-ow, and its eaftern point is defended by breakers,

againd which the fea daflies with great force : ftill it is not in reality fo dangerous as it

feems ; and M. Freycinct found in it three fathoms water. The interior of the bay is

replete with fliallows and extenfive fand-banks, which at low water are dry. 'Fhc

greatefl depth of water occurs in the fouthern part, and this confequently is the bed
place of anchorage. In ihe fouth eafl: is a finall river which brought down at this time

a pretty confiderable volume of frcfli water; this alfo is ofgi'eater value, as in the hot

fcafon of the year, that which then reigned, all the neighbouring parts of the con-

tinent and ihe iflands are nearly dellitute of this article. The confequcncc of this bay

is further cncreafed by the muhuudes of fifli which fwarm in it, and by the lacility with

which wood may be procured ; unfortunately it is ill fuited lor large veffels, on account

of the fand-banks by which it is choaked, and on which there would be danger of their

runnhig ayround.

Combining thefe laft labours of i\I. H. Freycinft with thofe of the engineer Faure, of

which we have fpokcn in the prcceiling chapter, it appears,
j

5 s 2

ift. That
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I ft. That Frederic Henrick's Bay, with refped to itspofition, is correftly laid down
by Tafman.

2d. That what is denominated Maroin Bay is only a road in front of Frederic Bay,

to which Tafman afligned no diftinguifhing name.

3d. That Frederic Bay is perfeftly a diiFerent bay to that which under this name is

defcribed in the chart of Dcntrecafteaux, and which we termed BuachePort.

4th. That the bay and port are divided by an illhmus of fufficient breadth and height

to prevent the Tea paffing over it at any time.

5th. That in this fpot no trace is feen of the channel of communication marked in

the chart of Dentrecafteaux.

6th. That the chart of Flinders, more exaft than the foregoing, inafmuch as it no-

tices no fuch channel, is ftill defeftive in the pofition it afligns to Frederic Henrick

Bay, which, according to the Englifh navigator of whom I fpeak, is the fame as the

North Bay of the French chart. The pofition here given to it, however, is fuch as is

refuted by a mere glance at the route and chart of Tafman-

7th. That the charts of Tafman and Marian are more exzQ. in the delineation of this

portion of Diemen's Land than thofe of modern navigators.

8th. Ihat Marion in this part made no new difcovery ; for, as well as it would have

been impoffible for Tafman to have recognized Frederic Bay, and take that farvey of

it, for which we are indebted to him, without traverfing and confequently difcovering

Marion Bay, this bay itfelf, as may be feen by comparing the draught of it by Tafman
with our own, is more correctly laid down by him than by Marion. However, as

cuftom has fanftioned thefe denominations, we fhall confine the diftinftion of Frederic

Henrick Bay to the fmall port vifited by M. H. Freycinft ; and that of Marion Bay to

thfe large roadfted in front of the port, comprized, as we have before noticed, bet\veeu

Cape Bernier on the north, and Frederic Henrick Cape fouthward.

9th, And, finally, that the extent between Monge Bay, Buache Port, and Marion
aiid Frederic Henrick Bays, forms a new peninfula, which, on the fouth, is united to

that of Tafman by the ifthmus defcribed in the preceding chapter, and which, towards

the north, isconneded with the refidue of Diemen's Land bv the laft mentioned ifth

mus. This fecond peninfula, to which we gave the name of Forefter's Peninfula, is

compofed of high lands, which almoft fuddenly flope towards the two ifthmufes : on
this fingular conformation we muft make fome fhort remarks.

Carting the eye over the chart of the fouthern extremity of Diemen's Land, one is

furprized at firft at the number of ifthmufes on this eaftern coaft : thus, Bruny ifthmus.

North ifthmus, thofe of Foreftier and the ifland Maria, are, as it were, heaped toge-

ther ; and another again will fliortly be noticed, compofed of the land defcribed by pre-

vious navigators as iflands under the name of Schouten. All thefe ifthmufes are ex-

tremely low and narrow, and prefent a truly remarkable contraft to the contiguous lands,

moftly confifting of high mountains ; from this circumftance it follows that, in order

not to be miftaken as to the real form of the coaft, the furvey muft be made at but a
ihort diftance, as when afar ofF, the exiftence of thefe ifthmufes cannot be diftinguiflied :

to this alfo is to be attributed the errors with refpefl: to them of Tafman, Furneaux,
and Flinders, and that likewife in the chart of Dentrecafteaux. It will readily be
conceived, in faft, that the engineers of this laft navigator not being able to advance
yond Fox Point, — and being there at too great diftance to perceive the very low ifthmus

at the extremity of Frederic Bay, or any other land, as indeed there is only the open
fea beyond,— it will, t fay, be readily conceived that they might, nay, that they ought
to conclude on the exiftence of a dired communication, betwe^i the North Bay, in

which
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which they were, and the Frederic Bay of Taftnan, which they knew to lay in that

direftion. Thus it is that phyfical and geological obfervations, too much neglected by
common geographers, are capable oftentimes of throwing a light on, and occafionally

of folving, difficulties of this defcription, delicate in themfelves, and of utmoft im-

portance to navigators.

The miffion of M. Freycinft the younger was not of equal difficulty with that I have

lad defcribed ; nor was it of long duration, as this officer, who left the fhip on ^he
2oth, returned on the evening of the 22d. At a fhort diftance north of Cape Bemier,

he difcovered an extcnfive fait marfh which, by a narrow opening, choked with

fhingles, communicates with the fea. Beyond this marfli, and oppofite to the northern

iflet, he found a fmall port, at the bottom of which many rivulets difchargcd a brackifh

water ; fome of thefe rivulets, however, feemed to him likely in the rainy feafon to

furnifti freflier water : this little cove he named Port Montbazin. He thence purfaed

his courfe towards the north : (hortly he found himfclf abreaft of a large cape, which

he denominated Bougainville. Here the coad takes a direftion north-north-weft, and

forms, in a parallel with the fouthern extremity of Schouten Ifland, a fmall creek, of

tolerable depth, but every where expofed to winds from the fouth-by-eaft. Here ter-

minated the furvey of M. L. Freycincl : remains now we fhould give the refult of the

niiffion of M. Faure to the fo named Schouten iflands.

North of Maria Ifland. on all the general or partial charts of thefe regions, is laid

down a long chain of iflands, which, under the name of Schouten iflands, project along

the ealtern fide of Diemen's Land, leaving a wide channel, or rather a long ftrait,

between them and the land. Difcovered firft by Tafman in 1642, they were more ex-

a£tly noticed by Furneaux in 1770 ; and Captain Flinders in 1799 coafled along them

at a fliort diftance. The united labours of thefe navigators fo jultly celebrated did not

admit of our doubting the land here defcribed was really divided into iflands ; but, as

no one of the three had penetrated the flrait between them and Diemen's Land,

M. Faure was directed to effedt its furvey.

After coafling along Diemen's Land till abreaft of Cape Bougainville, in courfe of the

19th of February, in the morning of the 20th hefteered for the moft foutiicrn of thefe

fuppcfed iflands. By eleven, he perceived an iflet diredtly in his track : " We then,"

faid M. Bailli, " began to diftinguifli a very ftrong and highly difagreeable fmell, which

gradually augmented the nearer we approached the iflets ; when, but at fliort diftance

from its flioi es, we found them covered with feals, (phocas). The larger, which were

of a yellowifh colour, were couched on the higher parts ; while the ftr.aller, which

feemed to be black, filled the cavities in the lower part of the rock. The fliore was

rather fteep, fothat, when one of the feals in the upper part wiflied to defcend it glided

down generally, and bore before it thofe in its way below. This rock is furrounded by

very deep water ; the plummet, at two boats' length diftant, giving fourteen fathom^;,

with a bottom covered with fea-weed, goemons and tucus, which role to the levol with

the furface.

At four in the evening. M. Faure landed from a fmall inlet adjoining the fouth-weft

cape of Schouten ifland, which received his name. '' This ifland," continues ^L
Bailli, " is entirely formed, on its eaftcrn fide, of high and very fteep granitic moun-
tains, rarely covered with vegetation, and moft commonlv prefenting the bare rock.

Th« weftern coaft, more uniform, and of genilcr flope is formed of horizental layers r

covered with wood, it is of pleafing appearance, and is eafy ot accefs trom a landy beach

in front." E. S. E. of cape Faure are leven fmall rugged iflets, projciSted in front of

the S. ¥.. point of Scouten ifland : we called theui 'laillefer iflets, trom the worthy

phyficianof whom we foon fliall have to make particular mention.

9 After
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After furveying the whole weftern coaft of Schoutenifland, in courfe of the morning

of the 2 1 11 February M. Faure found hinifolf oppofite to the little (trait which feparates

thisifland from a fecond land, which he then took for another of theSchouten iflands.

" '1 his channel" fays the companion of M. Faure, " is very deep, prefents in every

part fufficient room for tacking between high and very fteep fhores, at the bale of which

there is not Icfs than eighteen fathoms water." We have named it in our chart the

Strait of the Gcographe, in memory of the veflcl to which we owe the furvey of this

portion of Diem-n's Land.

On crofling the ftrait of the Geographe, M. Faure intended to make towards the

north to reconnoitre the caftern coall of Scouten iilands, and afterwards enter the fup-

pofed ftrait between them and Uiemen's Land: but vainly was the whole of the 21ft

and 22d employed in fearch of this ftrait ; ib that, finding no paffage whatever, he was

cblif'ed to retuin on the 23d to the channel of the Gcographe, in order to coaft on the

weftern the fame lands of which he had furvcyed the eaftern fides. About noon he

landed from a fmatl inlet, on the fouthern extremity of what he then deemed the fecond

of the Scouten iilands ; and as the weather from the evening of the day before

had beentempeftuous, he refolved on halting here till next morning, and this the more

willingly, from the crew, who had not been on fhore for two days, being exiiaufted with

fatigue.

M. Bailli availed himfelf of the landing to make fome ufeful obfervations on this

point. " High granitic mountains," fays he, " the fummits of which were alnioft en-

tirely naked, form the whole of the eaftern coaft of this part of Diemen's Land
;

they rife fuddenly from their bafe ; the lands which unite them to each other are

extremely low, and imperceptible a fliprt way out at fea. To this fingular conftitu-

tion is undoubtedly owing the errors of thofe navigators by whom we had been pre-

ceded in thefe parts, and by whom thofe mountains were miftaken for fo many
iflands. We have before remarked that the eaftern ftiore of thefe pretended iflands

is fteep, wild, and fterile ; and that of the weft low, pleafing, and covered with

wood : this contraft, noticed as well by my friend M. Peron in the ifland Maria, is

afluredly a confequence of the fame phyfical caufe. This part is alfo occafionally

inhabited by man ; for in many parts v.-e diftinguiflied veftiges of fires and meals."

The 24lh February was pafl'ed in afcending towards the north, parallel with the

weftern coaft of Schouten iflands : but impetuous fqualls fpringing up from the fouth

fcarcely allowed fufficient time for our travellers to feek refuge to leeward of a fmall

ifland, which, from its value at this critical inftant, they termed the Iflet of Refuge.
" It is," according to Mr. Bailli, " about a quarter of a league from the fnore, and

confifts merely of a granitic flat, which rifes but a few feet above the water j is covered

with trees, but affords no trace of frefti water."

The furvey of the weftern coaft was completed on the 25th, and any doubt refpedt-

ing its conftitution which might before have exifted was by that time completely re-

moved. In fact, after making in fucceflion the circuit of feveral inlets of tolerable depth,

divided from the eaftern fea by low and fandy necks of land, on one of which they dif-

covered a large pond of frcfti water, our companions found themfelves at the extremity

of a bay, the coafts of which they carefully furveyed. " This bay," fays Mr. Bailli,

*' runs fifteen miles in land, and is four leagues wide at its mouth : the bottom is good,
and the foundings conftantly from 5 to 14 fathoms: it is flieltered from all winds, ex-

cepting thofe from the S. by E. to S. E. and is covered in great meafure even from
thefe by Maria Ifland and the Ifle of Seals. Its capacity will admit of anchorage for any
number of fliips ; wood may readily be obtained, as the country abounds in forefts, and

8 the
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the coaft; is acefiible to the fmalleft boats; nor would any difficulty occur in taking in

water from the large pond on the peniufula we havejuib now mentioned The ap-

pearance of the bay is moreover, pi£t«refque, is two chains of lofry mountains of parallel

direction embracing the whole fliorc, and giving it the appearance of a beautiful valley

invaded by the waves.

Thefe different obfervations afford the following conclufions :

ift. That of the five iflands, marked on charts hitherto under the denomination of
Schouten, one alone has a£lual exiftcnce.

2d. That the coafl; which extends from the north cape of this ifland of Schouten to

lat. 41° 6' S. conftitutes a new peniufula, to which we have given the name of Freycintl

Peninfula.

3d. That no other chaunel or flrait exifts but that between Schouten Illand and
Freycinft Peninfula.

4th. That the whole fpace comprifed between the pretended Scouten Ifland and
Diemen's Land forms a large and very handfome bay, denominated Fleurieu Bav, in

honour of the illuftrious Savant to whom France and its navy are indebted for fo many
valuable works.

5th. That Diemen's Land, prevlouily aggrandized by us by the addition ofthe penin-

fulas Tafman and Buache, is itill further enlarged from our laft furvey by the adjunciion

of all the Schouten iflands, one only excepted.

Finally, thefe refults from thefe different conclufions, that our furvey fo minutely
comprehends all the geographic detail of this part of Diemen's Land, that it may be
looked upon as one of the mofl complete that could be made on a fimilar expedition.

Thefe operations being thus terminated we fet fail in the afternoon of the 27th Feb.
and directed our courfe round the fouthern part of the ifland Maria. But before we
leave it entirely, let us exhibit a fummary view of its phyfical conftitution ; a view which
feems to me the more requifite from this conftitution being in great meafure the fame as

that of the neighbouring lands, and cfpecially of Schouten Ifland and Freycinct Peninfula.

Maria Ifland, difcovered in 1642 by Abel Tafman, is fituatc on the eaftern fide of
Diemen's Land, in lat. 42" 42' S. long. 145"54'E. of the meridian of Paris; the

cbfervation being calulated for the fouih point of Oyflcr Bay. It is of very irregular

figure; wide, and more lofty on the north and fouth ; it is very narrow towards the

middle, fo much fo, as in one part to prefent an ifthmus but 250 or 3C0 paces broad
;

and here its elevation above the lea fcarcely exceeds 10 or 1 2 meters *. I'he geographical

pofition of this ifland, its expofure to the polar winds from the fouth, its little extent,

the loftinefs of its two parts on the N. E. and S. E. the contiguity of the high mountains

of Diemen's Land, the plan of the ifland, fo greatly narrowed near the middle that its

two extremities embrace little but the fea, and, laflly, marihes of tolerable extent on the

north fide of the Bay of Oyders ; thefe are colledive circumftances tending much to

diminifli the proportion of heat it expenences. In fa>.'t, notwithftanding we were on the

ifland during the hotteft feafon in thefe countries, the extreme of hiat during our flay

did not exceed 1
5° of Reaumur f while the mean of heat was i 2, 9° of Reaumur |.

The nights efpecially were very cold, for at about four in the morning the mercury

fcarcely maintahied itfolf in the thermometer at 8" Reaumur §. The caufes we have

pointed out tending to diminifli the decree of warmth felt on this ifland concur to render

the atmornhere on the other hand much more humid. Hence mifts are very common,
and night and morning the fummits of the mountains are conllantly enveloped in

vapour.

• 32 to J9 Englifh feet. f 59° of Fahr.
:J: 55,21 Fahr. § 46, 4"" Fahr.

The
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The foil participates in the chara£ler of the atmofphere ; wherever it is not rocky or

fandy it isconflantly moift, and the lowefl parts are marfliy.

Still, frefli water is a rarity in Maria Ifland ; nor will this appear flrange, attention being

paid to the nature and conltitution of the country. In the Bay of Oyftcrs we found

onlv a very fparinc; rill of frefli water on the fouth fide, and a few pits dug by the natives

on the borders of the marflies of the north fule, in which pits the water was ftagnant

and bad. In Riedle Bay I difcovered two fmall rivulets, one at the foot of the hill of the

tomb, the other on the fame fliore, but nearer to the mouth of the bay. The water of

thefe two rivulets was excellent; but as the anchorage in the eafl: bay, if not impraftica-

ble, is at leafl: verv dangerous, their exiflence is of little value to navigation. The
barometer, during our (lay, was fubjeft to great variation ; many times the mercury

funk from 28''4' to sy"" 10' and even 27'' 9, 5'. The weather altogether much refem-

bled the latter part of autumn in our country.

The mineral produftions of the ifland are not multiplex, the generally granitic nature

of the foil ads, in meafure, as an cxclufion of any other fubflance. The granite we
coUeSed is of two fpecies ; one very dark and fmall grained, is that of which the rocks

on the fouth and fouth-eaft are compofed : this appears again on the ibuthern coaft of

the Bay c£ Oyflers, at the northern part of the fame bay, and, in fhort, feems to be the

bafe of all the lefs elevated rocks. The fecond fpecies is remarkable from its large

cryftals of yellowifti feldtfpar and the greenifli hue of the mica, which, combined with

quartz, intervenes between the cryftals. This magnificent fpecies of granite, difcovered

again by M. Bailli on the Furneaux iflands, was obferved by me on Riedle Bay on the

top of the hill of the tombs. All the malTes of rock in the neighbourhood of the

fecond rivulet of frefh water are of this fubftance ; and all the frowning peaks of the

N. E. appear to be of fimilar nature.

Of freeflone the varieties are chiefly two ; the one primitive, compact, of fine grain

and hemogeneous texture, whitilh, and eliciting fparks ; it forms very large mafl"es, and

obftruds the vallies which lay between the granitic rocks, leaning on the fides of them

;

of this fubftance alfo fome breakers appear to be compofed. The other freeftone, of

fecondary origin and little confiftence, is friable, and very calcareous ; it lies in hori-

zontal beds in a very regular manner, reaching to the fummit of the granitic ramparts

of the eaftern coafts : its origin may be attributed to a long fuccefllon of calcareous

depofits.

Among the mineral productions of Maria Ifland, muft further be noticed an oxidated

iron ore of a beautiful red colour, of an earthy grain, and argillaceous appearance : it

is found in various parts of the ifland, and furnilhes the natives with the chief ingredient

for reddening their hair.

Vegetable earth, commonly of little depth in the fummits and fides of the mountains,

lies on the contrary in very thick beds in the vallies ; is of excellent quality, ftrong,

fat, and black, and when violently heated becomes red, announcing the prefence in

large quantities of the oxide of iron. In the marfliy fpots on the north fide of Oyfter

Bay, this earth, formed almoft exclufively of decayed vegetables, refembles peat.

The fand of the fhore of Riedle Bay is darkifli, quartzy, and contains much of the

detritus of marine plants ; that of the fhore of Oyfter Bay, mixed with deconipofed

fliells, is whiter, finer, and more calcareous.

In no part are there found any volcanic fubftances, at leaft none were feen by us.

Vegetation, generally fpeaking, flouriflies lefs on Maria Ifland than on Diemen's Land;
its eaftern fide is too fteep and mountaneous, and too much expofed to the winds to be

very fertile, and that on the weft is either too fandy or too marfliy to be productive.

Still the ifland from this fide has rather a pleafing appearance, feems well covered with

wood.
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wood, and yields excellent herbage. With refpe^t to its pecuh'ar plants I mud notice

in particular a new fpecics of typha, of the branches of which the natives make their

pirogues, and hence have a great advantage over the favages of the channel of

Dentrecafteaux.

As to mammiferous terreflrial animals, the only one I faw was a fpecies of dafyure,

fcarccly fo large as a moufe : I obtained one of thefe animals alive, in exchange for

fome trifles, from a favage, who was about to kill and eat it.

Mammiferous fea animals were numerous on thefe fliores ; and here we faw large

fliouls of dolphins, and cetaceous fifli, with hicalculable legions of fcals. Thefe lalt

animals alone are fufficient to give confiderable importance to Maria Ifland : to this

lubjeft we (hall have occafion at a future period again to advert. ^

For birds, they moflly belonged to the ditTcrent fpecies we have before noticed in

the channel of Dentrecafleaux, a particular kind of parroquet and a beautiful bulfiuch

excepted, which was the firfl of its fpecies we faw.

In the clafs of reptiles, we obtained feveral fpecies of lizards, one of which belongs

to a new genus, differing from, but fomewhat refembling the fcincus.

Of fifli, I obtained various new fpecies ; likewife of infects and cruftaceous animals.

To this laft clafs of my acquifitions belongs a large fpecies of mai'a, of which we every

day caught fuch numbers as to be enabled to make a general diftribution of them to the

Ihips' companies. Among our teftaceous collection was a magnificent voluta undulofa,

many of the turbo genus, a rofe-coloured helmet (cafque) of fmgular beauty, an ele-

gant tellina, a variety of phafir.nclljE, which formed banks of great extent at different

points of Oyftcr Bay, and a valuable fliell-lifli, which fcemcd to me to conffitute a new-

genus, next to that of the trochus, and of which a fpecies bearing fome refemblance is

found in a foffde ftate at Grignon, in the neighbourhood of Paris. Of foft zoophytes,

I acquired three new kinds of fponge, an elegant medufa, feveral afcidies, and a beauti-

ful aiifinia. But I again repeat it, the enumeration merely of thefe different objects,

however fucciudly given, would occafion me much to exceed the bounds of a work of

this nature.

CHAP. liVSr.— EaJlcrn Coafi ofDiemen's Land:— Banks's Straits :— Ba/s's Straits.

[From the 15th of February to the 29th of March, 1802.]

IN the preceding chapter is feen that the iflets Taillefer project in front of Schouteii

Ifland ; they are feven in number, five of which are very confiderable rocks, more or

lefs elevated above the water. Inceffantly beaten by a fformy fea, thefe iflets are bar-

ren, much rent, of fanciful fliape, and of a dull and reddifh colour ; one alone, the

molt cxtenfive of the groupe, exhibits the top of fome languifliing and ftunted trees.

Thefe iflets feem of granitic fubltance, like the Ifland Schouten, from which they are

feparated only by a narrow channel, prcfumptively of great depth.

The Ifl.ind Schouten itfelf is, in every rcfpcd, one of the mod remarkable fpots in

thefe regions ; it is wholly compofed of lofty black mountains, and deep intervening

vallies : the flope of the mountains to the vallies is rapid, and, as it were, flippery ;

Icfs fteep next the fea, they arc yet even in this part inacceffible. The eaflei-n fide of

thefe frowning mountains is abfolutely nakcil, antl deltitute of verdure ; their creft is

diftinguiflicd in many parts by granitic needles, which might readily be miflaken for

ib many columns railed by the hand of man. Towards the nonhorn part of thj

VOL. XI. 5 T iiland.
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ifland, one of thefe rocks bends over in fuch manner as to refemble an immenfe

hook. This frightful coaft is vvaflied by a very deep fea.

Between Schoutea Ifland and Freycinft Peninl'ula Ues the fhrait of the Geographc,

del"cribed in the preceding chapter.

Diemen's Land terminates in this part with a large cape, from two to three hun-

dred feet high, named by us Cape Degerando, in honour of the refpectable Savant

of that name.

Beyond this cape the land rifes ftill higher ; two groupes of mountains fpring from

the bofom of the waves, united at their bafe by a low and fandy ifthmus, vifible only

when dofe to it, and which makes the tWo groupes appear like diftinct iflands. Thefe

high mountains are of primitive formation ; they are of huge dimenfions, of an umber
colour, rapid of declivity, naked, and rent in many parts ; from their furface, at inter-

vals, folitary needles tower aloft : on their fecond rife the fides of them are frequently

fteep as ramparts.

Thouin Bay, narrow, but of little depth, and entirelyopen to the eaft, fpreads be-

tween thefe two mad'es of mountainsy which advance on either fide of it as if to torni

two great capes at its entrance : that of the fouth being the mofl -falient, and remarkable

on account of its height and bold figure, we named Cape Foreltier ; it lies in

latitude 42° 11' 23'''.

From Cape Forcftier to the cape which v/e denominated Lodi, the coaft prefents

many fmall fandy inlets. Within the lafl: fpace, the land is much lefs elevated than

in the fouth ; but fliortly after it rifes again towards the Point St. Patrick of Furneaux :

it appears to be well wooded about this point ; ami between the mountains pleafing

vallies are diiliuguilhed. On our palling all this part of the coaft, it was covered with

fires and columns ot fmoke.

From Point St. Patrick to St. Flelena' Point, the land continues rifing to a ftill

greater height, leaning againft feveral levels, the lad of which ftretches far into the

country. Some infular peaks rife at intervals from this long chain of mountains ; one

of thefe, denominated Arcoli Peak, terminates in a very (harp point, and is of a

pyramidical form, with three fides. The moll remarkable of thefe peaks is more than

1000 meters high *
; it refembles an immenfe cone, and is at a diltance of five or fix

leagues in land : we called it Piton Chanipagny ; its direction is fouth-weft of Point

St. Helena.

At a fhort diftance fouth of this fame point, in latitude 41" 2;/ 30''' fouth, is a fmall

ifland, the more interefting from the circumftance of its having furnifhed frelh water,

at a time when all the fources of the main were dried up, to thofe unfortunate com-
panions of our voyage whom we were obliged, as will be -feen, to abandon on thefe

difmal ftores : v.'e called it Maurouard Ifland, in honour of the midlhipman who com-
manded the long-boat on the occafion to which I advert.

The Bay of Fires of Furneaux occupies the interval comprehended between St.

Helena and Eddyftone Points ; it is capacious, of very little depth, and open to all

winds from the eaft. The coaft of this long bay is formed of high primitive moun-
tains, covered to their fummit with pleafing verdure ; Eddyftone Cape itfelf is very

lofty and fteep.

' From this laft point to Cape Portland the coaft rapidly declines : in many places

even it confifts of uniform fandy downs : ftill, in the interior, mountains are diftin-

* 3278 Englifli feet.

8 guilhed

;
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guiflicd ; but proportionately as \vc approach the north, their diftance is greater

from fliore.

Somewhat beyond the Eddyflone Point is a narrow but deep inlet, full of breakers.

Farther on are two groupes of rocks, extending the fpace of a mile, and of fingular

appearance : at (irft fight they might be mi (taken for the ruins oi two large villages ;

and fo perfed is the illufion, that even village fpires are mimicked by the lofty

needles of granite which rile above tlie other rocks.

From Cape Degerando to Eddy (lone Point, the eaftern coafl: of Diemen'sLand

follows the general diredion of from N. to S. ; but, beyond it, from N. N. W.
to S. S. E., as far as oft" Cape Portland,which is the north-caitern extremity. The coaft

in this part is very low, and navigation dangerous, on account of the great number

of rocks, many of which are level with the water.

Cape Portland itfelf is extremely low, fcarcely even above the waves, as we fliall

have occafion elfewhere to notice ; it forms the fouth point of Banks's Strait. But here

let us refl a moment, that we may firll terminate what relates to the inveftigation of

the eaftern coafl of Diemen's Land.
Furneaux difcovered and vifited it firfl: in 1773 ; but, owing to bad weather, was

unable to give a due attention to the furvey of it : in his narrative indeed there is no

detail either on the topography or navigation of this coaft ; he has even neglected to

notice the obfervations which ferved as the bafis for the draught of his chart.

Captain Flinders, in 1779, ran along this coaft at little diftance from lliorc, but

made no alteration in the chart of Furneaux, nor himfelf afforded any particulars,

either nautical or topographical, refpeding this part of Diemen's Land.

On thefe two points, our labours leave nothing to be defired ; for the unfortunate

circumftances I have to relate occafioned us to run along this coafl: repeatedly, and fo

near it, that any thing worthy of remark could fcarcely have efcaped our obfer-

vation.

The reader will doubtlefs call to mind, that on the 27th February in the morning,

we failed from Oyfter Bay with intention, after doubling Maria Ifland on the fouth, of

proceeding to the examination of the eaftern coaft. Fortunate. hitherto in all our opera-

tions at Diemen's Land, we were in hopes fucccfs would continue to attend us : but, iad

reverfe ! fcarcely had we rounded Cape Peron ere we experienced contrary winds ;

ftrong currents bore us to the fouth ; and often as a favouring bree/ce fprung up for an

inftant, as fucceflively did it die away into the moft pcrfcft calm. Ihcfe adverlc inci-

dents delayed us fo much that we did not reach the coaft of Schouten Ifland before the

6th March in the morning.

The whole of this week we were conftantly furroundcd by a moift and foggy atmof-

phere, the mift being fo thick that the two velfels could fcarcely be dillinguiflied by thofc

on board ; we were confequently obliged to make fignal by firing of guns to admonifli

the Naturalilte what tacks to make. Our decks were all of them drenched with water

during the whole of the day, while at night the vapour more condenfed, refolved into

a ha^e of fuch permeability that nothing could withftand its penetration. The tempe-

rature was from 10^* to i4"'t, notwithftanding thefcafon was ftill the funnner of this

country. The condition of our fick on board, already bad, by this ftate ot the atmof-

pherc was rendered far more deplorable.

In the morning of the 6th March, we coafted along the iftcts Taillcfer and Schouten,

but at a confiderable diftance from them. About noon we found ourfelvcs off C'ape

• 50" of Fabrcnhclt. f 57, 2" of Fahrenheit.

J T 2 Forcfticr ;
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Forefticr, v.hen our geographic engineer, M. Boullanger, left us in the barge com-

nianded by M. Maurouard, to furvey the coafl: nearer in fhore. The veflel was to

take a direction parallel to that of the boat, and never loil fight of her ; but fcarcely

had M. Boullanger been gone a quarter of an hour, before our commander, without

any vifible rcafon, tacked for fea, and fliortly after our boat was out of light. We
did not ftand in for the land again till towards night. A violent gale arofe which

frcfhened every inftant ; we were irrefolute which way to ftccr, and darknefs

enveloped us, and prevented our diftinguifliing the coafls off which we had abandoned

our unfortunate companions.

The two following diys were employed in fearch of them ; but neither the boat

nor its crew were to be found : and, to complete our misfortunes, the Naturalifte, by

violent fqualls, was feparated from us in the night betu'cen the 7th and 8th. On the

8th we difpatched our long-boat, but it returned after a fruitlefs cruize ; and the fwell

of the fea was fo great that we with difficulty got her crew on board ; in fhipping the

boat itfelf two of her planks were ft:ove in againfl: the fide of our veffel.

In fuch a critical pofture, our commander called a council of the ftaff-major on one

hand, and on the other, of the mafters and mates, to deliberate on what fhould be

done. ' Seek our companions,' was the unanimous cry. This fearch however it became

far more difficult to put in execution than before, as the abfence of the Naturalise, our

deftitution of a barge, and the injury fuftained by the long-boat, left us only the fliip

itfelf with which this could be effected ; and, afTuredly, the enterprize of coafUng with

a large veffel, and following all the finuofities of a wild and unknown coaft, was not

only difficult, but a fervice exceedingly replete with danger. Our chief was fick, and

took to his room, after having delegated the command to his firfl: lieutenant M. H.

Freycinft, with orders to purlue the fearch recommended by the ftaff and crew. To
this objeft the whole of the 9th was dedicated ; for eight hours M. Freycinft direded

our courfe along thefe frightful ffiores, with an intrepidity, coolnefs, and precifion,

worthy of the greateft praile : not a fingle manoeuvre failed.

Still was our laft as fruitlefs as had been our former fearch ; and as no hope now
remained of meeting again with our friends but in the north, we fleered for Bafs's

Strait.

During our ftay off this coafl:, we had time to be convinced that the fea here Is rarely

fmooth : in faO:, the leaft wind is fufficient to produce a fwell fo great as to render it

almoft impaffable to fmall craft. Scarcely did the wind begin to fet in fhore, before

the horizon was whitened by the furge ; and in a few feconds after, the waves ran fo'

high, were fo ffiort, and fo quickly fucceeded each other, that our veffel was greatly

ftrained by the effeft of them : notwithftanding this, the feafon was the fined of the

year in thefe climates. -'

While fleering for the ftrait, we difcovered on the loth March a fmall veffel

making towards us : we joined her, and her captain coming on board, informed us

that flie was twenty days out from Port Jackfon, on a voyage to catch feals at Maria

Ifland ; that the Englifh colony of New Holland was already in a highly flourifhing

condition ; that it poffeffed all the requifite means to fatisfy not only the wants but

the luxuries of life ; that we were daily expefted there ; and tliat orders had been

difpatched by the Englifh government that we fliould be received with the attention

due to the nature of our miffion, and the rank of the nation to which we belonged.

We in turn made him acquainted v/ith the lofs of our barge ; and intreated, in cafe of

meeting with our unfortunate companions, that he would afford them all the affiftance

in his power, which he proraifed. We moreover pointed out to him the Iflet of

Seals,
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Seals, in Fleurieu Bay, as one of the mofl: favourable fpots for the fifliery he was pur-

suing : after which we parted company to follow our courfe towards the north.

The fame obftacles I have noticed on our paffage from Maria Ifland to the eaftern

coaft, again occurred to prevent our progrefs to the ftrait ; and we did not gain fight

of the Furneaux Iflands, which with the N. E. point of Diemen's Land forms one of

the paiTagesinto Bafs's Strait, till the 17th in the morning: but before I enter upon this

great ftrait, a few remarks may be ncceifary.

In geographical difcoveries, as in thofe of all other fciences, the fame accidents

occur. After having defied the cii'ects of genius, and all the refearches and perti-

nacity of the laborious fludent, thefe difcoveries prefent thcmfelves, unfought as it

were, to individuals the leaft accuflomed to refearches or labours of the kind. Thus
the famous difcovery of the ftrait which divides New Holland from Diemen's Land,

looked for in vain by tlie moft experienced navigators, was rcferved for the furgeon of

an Englifli fhip. And, which is no lefs aftonifhing, it v/as not before the year 1798,
that is to fay, ten years after the eftabliihment of the colony of Port Jackfon, that it

took place, notwithllanding its proximity to this eftablifliment.

This ftrait is about iiftv leagues in breadth from north to fouth, by nearly an equal

length from caft to weft : its eaftcrn mouth is rendered confiderably lefs by the Two
Sifters, the Furneaux I ilands, the number and dimenfions of which are not yet per-

fecily known, Clark liland, the Illand of Prefervation, Swan Ifland, and its dependent

iflet. Between Diemen's Land, Swan Ifland, and its iilet on ihe one fide ; and on the

other, the refidue of the iflands noticed, is a channel ten miles in breadth : to this paf-

fage in the ftrait is it that Mr. Flinders, by whom it was firft difcovered, thought fit to

give the title of Banks's Strait. Between the Furneaux Iflands on the north, and
Wilfon Promontory, which forms the fouthern point of New Holland, and projects

more than twenty miles into the ftrait, are Kent's Groupe, the very numerous rocks

of the promontory, the pyramid, and feveral other dangerous rocks, which obftrucl

the large northern pafs of the eaftern mouth of the ftrait. On the weft. Hunter's

Iflands prefent thcmfelves, flanked by a great number of rocks, banks, and formidable

reefs. More towards the north, and precifely m the middle of the weftern opening

of the ftrait, are the great ifland King, New Year's iflet, the Rock of Elephants, and

many reefs, connected with the diftinct fyftem of this groupe. I fliall have occafion

in the courfe of this work to defcribe, in fucceflion, thefe feveral lands : at prefent it

fuihccs I fhould obferve that, feparate from all diftinft phyfical circumftances, the

navigation of Bafs's Strait muft necefl'arily be diflicult and perilous ; and when to the

difliculties and dangers before pourtrayed is added, that violent currents exift in this

ilrait, and that it is fubjecl to dreadful gales from the S. W. the reader will have little

room for wonder at the clofe fucceflion of imminent dangers to which our vcffels were

expofed on each occafion of our entering this paflage ; and will be better able to

account for the caufe and frequency of thofe fhipwrecks here, to which we fliall have

elfcwhere to advert.

I have before noticed, that on the 17th of March wc made the Furneaux Iflands :

thefe are very lofty mountains, which, in favouring weather, arc readily diltinguiflied

12 or 1 ^ leagues out at fea ; they in every refped aflimilate with the horrid pifture

given of Schouten Illand. In one of the following chapters more pardcular obftrva-

tions refpeding their hiftory will be prefented.

Scarcely were we in Banks's Strait ere the fl^y was obfourcd by dark and heavy

clouds : we yet purfued our courfe. In the night torrents of rain and fijualls of wind

fucceeded each other ahnoft unintcrmittedly.

7 Oa
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On the 1 8th we coafted along the fhore between Portland Cape and Waterhoufe

Ifland. This portion of Dicmcn's Land, as before obferved, is extremely low, and in

many points I'carccly above the furface of the water : but inland is a high cliain of

mountains running in a diredion N. N. W. to S. S. E., a circumflance which will

explain the prodigious difference that exifts between the S. E. point of Diemen's Land

and that of the N. E.

Hitherto we indulged the hope of finding our boat, or joining again our confort

:

but after two days vainly fpent in fearch of them, we began to defpair of a meeting

during the voyage ; and but too jufl: were our tears.

In courfe of the 20th, we diftinguiflied a vaft number of dolphins, and many whales

from 13 to 16 meters in length *. I neglefted to remark alfo at the time that off Cape
Lodi we faw a prodigious troop of thefe cetaceous animals.

From the 2 iff to the •i6th of March we experienced one of the mofl furious gales

we had hitherto met with in thofe feas^^ many of our fails were torn to rags by the

guffs, and on the night of the 21ft we were on the point of being driven on the

Turneaux Iflands. To avoid this perilous cataftrophe we were obliged, notwithlLinding

the hurricane, to hoiff every rag of canvas ; and in the morning of the 2 2d we fuc-

ceeded in getting clear of the ftrait, by the paffage between Kent's Groupe and the

promontory. At nine in the morning we doubled the pyramid, an enormous rock

refembling at diftance a gothic ruin.: ffeering next weffward of Kent's Groupe, we
fucceeded in doubling thefe, but with much difficulty, and luffing clofe under them.

Majeftic and terrible was the afpedt of thefe rocks of granite, naked, rugged, and
beaten as they were by roaring waves, which feemed every inftant on the point of

overwhelming them with torrents of foam. The chart of M. Flinders, though gene-

rally exact, with refpeft to this groupe is incomplete ; he makes the number of iflets

barely twelve, whereas we ourfelves counted fixteen.

The tempeft ftill continued on the 24th, and on this lafl: day we faw an amazing
number of whales. I have already feveral times fpoken of the abundance of thefe

animals off the coaft of New Holland : on this fubjeft I fliall elfewhere' be more
minute.

The 27th in the morning, the hurricane having ceafed, we were eager to enter the

ftrait, being anxious to proceed to the S. W. coaft of New Holland, an effential part

of our miffion. In the morning we coafted along the portion of land which extends

from Ram-Head to Wilfon's Promontory : it is not here fo low as marked in the

chart of M. Flinders.

In the vicinage of Kent's Groupe we diftinguifned other iflets not laid down in this

chart : one of thefe, in fhape and colour reiembhng a brioche t of enormous fize, was
diftinguiffied by that denomination.

On the 2Sth at noon, we were in fight of the iflets in advance of Wilfon's Promon-
tory ; and fucceffively obferved about twenty of them, varying in dimenfions, but all

fteep, barren, and rent by the waves. The Englifn chart does not fpecify near fo

many, and in this inftance is defective ; it is ftill more fo in what relates to the fite of

the promontory, which is laid down in latitude 38° 17' S. longitude 144° 41' E. of
Paris, while, by our obfervations, the moft fouthern part of this promontory is in lati-

tude 39° 10' 30'^ S. longitude 144^ 20' E. An error of this magnitude muft be
attributed exclufively to want of exactnefs in the means ufed by M. Flinders for the

* 42 to 52 Englilh feet.

f A French cake made of fine vvheaten flour, eggs, cheefe, and fait, in form of a bun.

afcertainment
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afcertainment of the pofition of this important point. This celebrated navicrator,

in faft, notices that M. Bafs was unable, in his courfe round the promontory, to

take any very precife oblervation, and could only determine the pofition of it by
reckoning, a means, as M. Flinders again remarks, which is unworthy of much credit,

in feas where the currents run fo ftrong as in the Itrait in qucftion. I mult further

obferve, before I terminate this article, that the iflets of Kent's Groupe appeared to us
likcwife to be placed too far towards the eaft ; but here I merely point out thefe

valuable refults of our ohfervations ; they will be prefented by M. Freycinct, with all

the minutia; their importance merits. Let us now return to our fubjed.

The land at the promontory is very lofty, and prefents two or three tiers of moun-
tains lifing one above the other towards the interior. Along the whole of this coaft

there is abundance of water, and the only danger to be apprehended to navigadou
arifes from the currents, the iilets, and the rocks I have mentioned.

Wilfon's Promontory ft)rms, weftward, a very large cape ; to which Bafs gave no
particular name, and which is fcarcely noticed in M. Flinders's chart. A-head of this

cape are fix large iilets, one of which is nearly a mile and a half in length.

K Direftly northward, a very large and deep bay opens, called by us Paterfon Bay,
in memory of the refpeclable^ and learned Englifh traveller of that name, one of the

moft intimate friends of M. Bafs. Many very lofty peaks were diftinguiflied on the
eaftern coaft of this bay, and in the diftance a chain of high mountains.

The 29th of March, at day-break, we began to coaft along a fecond bay, which,
like the preceding, lies N. W. of the promontory ; it was called Veiuis Bay, from a
vcffel commanded by M. Bafs, of which mention will elfewhere be made.
The land on this fecond bay is tolerably lofty towards the two points ; but the

refidue of the coaft by which it is furrounded is much lower. In the interior was feen

ftretching the chain of mountains of which the promontory feems to be the extreme
point.

The fame day in the afternoon, we were abreaft of the ifland which lies before the

beautiful weftern port difcovered by M. Bafs ; but of which the detailed geography, as

will fliortly be fecn, was completed by our confort.

Here terminate the labours of the Englifti navigators ; and here begins our long
furvey of Napoleon's Land.

CHAP. XV.— Napoleon Land.

[From the 29th of March to the' 8th of ]\Iay 1S02.]

UNDER the name of the fouth and fouth-weft coaft of New Holland, the whole
portion of this continent is defignated, comprized between the 33d and 39th degree
of latitude fouth, and within the parellels of 112° and 144° E. of Paris, forming
an immenfe fcarf from ci;;;ht to nine hundred leagues in length, the two extremities

of which terminate, the one at Cape Leuwin in the weft, the other at Wilfon's Pro-
montory in the fouth.

Of this immcnfc fpace, that part only was known in Europe, at our departure, which
extends from Cape I.euwin to the iflar.ds of St. Peter and St. Francis. Difcovered by
the Dutch in 1627, this part had, in n odern limes, been vifited bv Vancouver and
Dentrccafteaux ; but the laft navigator not having been able to advance beyond the

illands of St. Peter and St. Francis, which form the eaftern boundan' of Nuyt's Land,
and the Englifli having extended their exploration no farther towards the fouth than

\Veftern Port, it follows that the portion comprized betwecu this laft point and Nuyt's

Land



8So VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS.

Land was unknown at the moment of our arrival in thefe parts ; and as our invefli-

gation had for object no lefs than to refolve the problems whether or no Naw Holland

confifts of one fole continental ifland, and whether any great river exifts on this vaft

expanfc of land, each of us felt augmented courage and zeal in the profecutioa of

the momentous enquiry.

On the 30th of March, at day-break, we flicered for and foon made the land ; a

large cape, which we denominated Cape Richelieu *, projecls and forms the entrance

of a deep bay, termed by us Talleyrand Bay. On the eaftern coafl of this bay, and
near its extremity, is a port, the windings of which were tolerably well diftinguilhed

from the maft-head : we called it, at ihc time, OutfetPortf, but hearing afterwards

that it had been more minutely furveyed by the Englifh brig Lady Nelfon, and had
been named Port Philipps, we with greater pleafure continue this lafl name, from its

recalling that of the founder of a colony, in which we met with fuccour fo effeftive,

and fo liberally granted.

By three o'clock we were abreaft of a large cape in latitude 38° 42' S., longitude

141' 49' E. of i aris, called by us Cape Suffrein. The land at this point is rather

high, but runs ftill higher on nearing Cape Marengo J, where our furvey terminated.

On the 31ft, at dawn, we again flood in for land. The Iky was clear and ferene,

the fea fmooth, and the wind in a favourable point : under fuch fortunate aufpices we
were enabled to keep pretty clofe in fliore, and infured to our different geographic ob-

fervations a great degree of precifion. The whole coaft from Cape Marengo weilward
to Cape Deflaix, a fpace of about twelve miles, is very lofty, and Cape Deifaix itfelf is

well covered with wood : but here the afped: of New Holland undergoes a fudden
change ; the fteep beach, thence almoft conftantly perpendicular, of a greyifli or yel-

lowifh colour, and wholly deftitute of verdure or vegetation, fjrms a multitude of fmall

capes, and coves running but little inland, and refembles at diltance a long feries of
regular fortifications, or more, poffibly, that gigantic wall which feparates China from
Tartary. Cape Volney, off which we were at noon, is remarkable from a chain of rocks

which run far out to fea. Beyond this we difcovered a portion of land apparently

detached from the main, which we called Latreille Ifland, from the naturalifl:, equally

learned and modeft, of that name. Continuing our courfe, we found ourfelves oppofite

to a conic-fhaped peak, which received tlie denomination of Beacon Peak (Piton do
Reconnoiffance), as did the moft neighbouring cape, that of Cape of Mount Tabor.

At this period the barometer indicated 28'' 7'to 28''8', thegreateft elevationof the mer-
cury we had ever noticed before ; and the atmofphere was perfectly ferene. I'he thermo-

meter in courfe of the day varied between i3°§ and 15 ||; at night it funk to 10°.^

When abreaft of Cape Defaix, in Daubenton Bay, and but little diftance well: of

Cape Folard, we diftinguilhed columns of fmoak, almoft an affured fign of thefe difmal

fliorcs being inhabited by man : many fpecies of gulls of the genera gavice and lari,

boobies, and divers, were feen ; but, if fome flying fifh be excepted, all fea animals

feemed to have abandoned thefe fliorcs,—(hores which offered them no fhelter, and
againft which the ruffled fea perpetually rolls its waves. Our collection was therefore

limited to fome new and fnigular fuci. One of thefe which I have defcribed under the

name fucus phyllophorus, was remarkable above the reft, from the difpofition of its

leaves : from each fide of a large, flat> and fmuous branch, at regular intervals fhoot out

* Seen by Lieutenant Grant in 1800, and called by him Cape Schank.

t Port du Debut. J Called by Lieutenant Grant Cape Albany Otway.
' i 55' 4° Fahr-

II 59° Falir. H 50° Fahr.

finglo'
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fingle and lanceolated leaves ; from the edges of tlicfe leaves fpring others of fimilar

form, each borne on a diftant ftalk ; in fome inflances even a third fucceflion of leaves

grow from the edges of the fccondary ones, nor does it appear to me poiTible to aiiign

any precife limits to this mode of reduplication, a mode fo much the more fingular from
the real organs of generation of the planet, thr^ globuli common to the majority of fuci,

being very numerous in this fpecies, and growing on a long ftalk at the bafe of the

mother leaves.

At eight in the morning of the ifl: of April, we difcovered a fmall ifland, which we
denominated Fourcroy liland*. almoft of quadrangular form, with its edges flightly

fcalloped, it is low, and uniformly flat, of a dull and greyifli colour, barren as the con-

tinental fliore adjacent, and the beach of it, like that fhore, perpendicular. Its pofition is

in latitude 38° 26' 15''' fouth, longitude 139" 52' eafl. of Paris. Oppofite to it, on the

main, a remarkable cape was called Cape Rcumur. About noon we entered a very

large bay, named by us Tourville Bav.f Shortly after we difcovered a fecond ifland,

of a dark colour, its fliorcs fl;eep, as thofe of the preceding ; its furface, like that, low

and unprodudivL : we called it Dragon Ifland | on account of its fingular fliape : this

ifland, in faft, towards one of its points, refcmbles the half-opened mouth of an enor-

mous ferpenr. The waves around, and the iflets connected with it, were at this time

covered with innumerable legions of fea-fowl, as yet too young to wing their flight : for

the fpace of three quarters of a league thefe birds feemed, as it were, heaped one on

the other ; their prodigious number, their confufed and deafening fcrcams, the tender

anxiety of the parent fowls, which flew by myriads over their heads, fcreaming, like them,

with flight, the whimficai figure of the iflets, which ferve as the afylums for thefe watery

tribes, altogether prefentcd a pidure extremely fingular and interefling.

Montaigne Cape § terminates on the wefl: of the Great Bay of Tourville : beyond

this CapeDuquefne prefented its barren, low, and yellow fliores ; but already the fall of

day began to render our obfervations dubious, and on reaching this cape they were

fufpended.

The coafl: recently furveyed by us prefented the fame appearance with that obferved

the day before, and was equally low and barren, that portion alone excepted between

Dragon Ifland ||, and Cape Duquefne, on which, at intervals, a few fniall trees upreared

their fickly heads. Columns of fmoak were difl:inguiflied again in Tourville Bay ^.
The barometer during the day fl:ood at 28'' 6' 7', and the mean heat of the ther-

mometer was 15°''*, a mean which corrcfponds with that of the fpring in France.

(April 2d.) Beyond Cape Duquefne the Great Bay Del'cartes prefents itfelf,

terminated towards the wefl: by a fecond cape, which, from the immortal author of the

Spirit of Laws, received the name of Cape Montefquieu ft. It was nine o'clock by

then we reached Defcaiies Bay, and already we were entering it, v;hen our progrefs

was interrupted by a calm. It is of confcquence I fliould here notice, that during the

whole time wc wore off this coafl, the fame phenomenon conflantly occurred every

day at the fame hour. A ftrong breeze fronj the N. N. E. and varying to the N. E.,

which fprung up at day-break, infcnfibly flackencd from eight to nine o'clock, and
from nine to ten, and was fucceeded by the mofl perfect calm towards eleven o'clock

or noon. Shortly after the wind veered from the eafl to thefouth-eafl, blowing (Irong,

and admitted our giving the greatcfl: latitude to our labours. It is not improbable that

* Tlie Lady Julians Ifland of Grant. t Tlie Portland Bay of Grant.

$ Grant named itLEurcncc Idand. § Grant'.' Cape Soliicitor. |i Laurence I flan J,

«] Portland Bay. •* jg of Fahr. •}• f Cape BriMgwater of Lieut. Grant.

VOL. M. 5 U t*
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to thefe breezes from the eaft and eaft-by-fouth, is owing the failure of every fonntr

attempt to furvey this coafl: on the part of veffels (leering from the north-weft to the

fouth-eaft.

Scarcely had the calm ceafcd before we continued our courfe. The fea breaks

with violence againft the whitifli and fandy downs which form the coaft. Beyond thefe

downs, about three or four leagues in land, throe fingle mountains are diilinguiflied :

the largefl of thefe was called Mount St. Bernard, and much refembles the Table

Mountain. A neighbouring cape received the denomination of Cape Mount St.

Bernard *.

While thus purfuing our difcoveries, in perfect fecurity as we imagined, wefuddenly dis-

covered a long chain of breakers that had previoully efcaped our notice,dazzled as we were

by the rays of the fun reflefted from their furface. We were fo clofe upon them that we

cleared them with difficulty by ftanding to eaftward on a larboard tack, and nearly-

touched their extremity. During this manoeuvre, we refrained from founding for fear

of fpreading confternation among the crew. Truly frightful indeed was the fpeflacle

prefented by thefe reefs, which extended in a line feveral miles in length in front of a

low, barren, and yellowifli fhore ; and the rugged ridges of which, refembling the teeth

of a faw, were fcarcely vifible in midft of foam and eddies. About the weifern point

of thefe breakers, which we termed the Carpluters, are two fmall and whitifh iflets.

Cape Boufilers, in fight of which we finiflied our interefting labours "of the 2d of

April, lies fome miles north-weft of them. Divers fpecies of gulls and fca-fwallows

(fternje) were the only animals of the feathered tribe we perceived ; the fea prefented

us with many mcdufe, and a large feal which was floating afleep on its furface.

Towards the extremity of Defcartes Bay columns of fmoke rofe, beyond the Downs
;

but, in general, the barren and wild nature of all this coaft is fuch as muft aft as a

repulfe to all inhabitants of the human fpecies : at leaft it may fairly be inferred that it

is capable of furnifhing fubfiftence only to a very limited number.

(3, 4, 5, 6 April.) From Cape Be'lidor to Cape Bouffters the coaft prefents a fucceffion

.

of fmall and very pleafing inlets ; afterwards it bends inwards and forms Eftaing Bay,

terminated N. W. by a great cape, which, from the Pliny of France, we called Cape

Buftbn. Fiom this laft point to Rivoli Bay, a fpace of 40 miles, the continent prefents

no remarkable concavity nor any fhelter whatever for the fmalleft veflel. Every where

expofed to the impetuous winds from the S. W. inceflantly beaten by the waves of the

immenfe Auftral Ocean, this part of New Holland is far more frightful than thofe we
have hitherto difcribed. The waves in the whole of this ftiore occafion a terrible furf,

the hollow and threatening found of which is heard even in the calmeft weather ; and -

on feveral occafions, where we fteered in nearer towards the ftiore than ufual, we faw it

covered with the foam of broken billows. In every part the moft perfeft barrennefs

reigns, nor any where do traces appear even of the flendereft rill. How dreadful the

fate of thofe navigators who fhould be caft on thefe ftiores !

This fate, however, we were near experiencing ourfelves in courfe of the 6th April.

At three in the afternoon, at the inftaut we were moft deeply occupied on our geogra-

phical labours, we were on the point of running on a ledge of rocks, fo nearly level

with the furface that we did not diftinguifti them till almoft under our bow.

In the courfe of this laft part of our refearches, that is to fay, between the 3d and 7th

April, we obferved feveral feals on the furface of the water, a new fpecies of beroe t»

one of Salpaf ; and, on the evening of the 4th April, the fea appeared as if covered with

a charming fpecies of portune, Angularly remarkable on account of the rofe colour of

» Called by Grant Cape Northumberland, f Beroe dadyloides, N.
If. S. Odaedra, N.

its
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its fhell, and the beautiful blue of its two eyes. I have dcfcribed it under the name
P. cyanophtalnius N. The temperature of the fea at its furface was then 14° *. Inde-
pendent of thcfe animals, in the morning of the 5th April, we faw a numerous flioal of
dolphins, and the fame day fell in with a column of the fcomber genus as large as our
tunnies §, the fpecies of which I was unable to afcertain. The fca during the whole of
the night was extremely phofphorefceiit : the fky fombre and cloudy, and the baro-
meter had funk to 28" 3'. Tiiele atmofpherical variations fccmed to correfpond with
thofe of the wind, which then blew from the N. W. and confequently came freighted
with vapour from the Indian ocean. It was at the extremity of the Bay of Rivoli alone
that we diflinguiflied any fmoke.

(7th April.) This laft mentioned bay prefents itfelf in form of a large oval, 8 to 10
miles deep, and terminated on the fouth bv Cape Lannes, northward by Cape Jaffa.

Towards this laft point the entrance into the bay is contraded by a chain of reefs.

Fifty miles beyond Cape Jaffa another bay occurs, from 6 to 7 leagues broad at its

mouth, and which penetrates to a fomewhat greater extent inland ; we named this

Lacepede Bay. Cape Bernouilli, its moft caftern poini:, has very dangerous reefs a-head
of it ; on our approach to which the line gave but fix fathoms w-ater with a rocky bot-
tom ; and in doubling ihefe we experienced great difficulty. In fpeaking of the con-
ftitution of this new part of the coaft, the difmal piclure we have before prefented of the
fterility and monotony hitherto exhibited by New Holland, muft receive a ftill darker
fliade. Yet if judgment can be formed from the great number of fires we diftin<Tuifhed

at the bottom of Lacepede Bay, the human fpecies fhould be tolerably numerous on this

coaft. Myriads of cormorants on the iflets contiguous to Cape Bernouilli appeared to

us the exclufive tenants of thofe terrific rocks.

The 8th April, at noon, we were by reckoning in latitude 36" 1' 10''' fouth, longi-

tude 137° 7' i^o" eaft of Paris. Already had we furveyed a length of coaft, meafuring the
different windings it prefented from Wilfon's Promontory to the point where we were,

944 miles in length, when, at but little diftance from Cape Villars, we perceived at

the extremity of the horizon, a (hoal of dolphins of fuch vaft extent, that we at firft

miftook them for an immenfe chain of reefs ; their rapid couife however foon unde-
ceived us ; and we made preparations for the deftruction of fome of their number
deftruction which the poor animals fcemed by their manner to fecond. Numerous
detachments, like fo many videttes, preceded the main body, approached very near
to us, and rounded our Ihip in every direction ; the rapidity of their evolutions, and
the boldncfs of their leaps, interefted us the more from our never having {QQXi till now
fo vaft a ftioal of cetaceous animals. We were filled with wonder how in feas appa-
rently fo deftitute of filh, thefe myriads of dolphins fliould find fufficient fuftenance

;

how, fo clofe as they feemed to be to each other, fo numerous as they were, they
were capable of executing the moft complicated manoeuvres, and thefe in the moft
rapid manner, without falling foul one of the other. In a few feconds nine of them
were killed, weighing each from 80 to 100 myriagrammes t ; and this good fortune

feemed to us a fpecial boon from Heaven. For, at this time, the fcurvy had begun its

dreadful ravages, and the tainted and worm-eaten fait pro\ ifions to which we had been
for feveral months reduced, were at this time every day encreafing the prevalence of
this malady.

We had now fcarcely ended our fifliing, when fignal was made from the maft-head

of a fail difcerned in the horizon. Every one at firft concluded it was the Naturalifte,

•57, 2"Fahr. § Scomber thynnus. Lacepede. f I 764 to 2205 lbs. Englifli avoirdupois.
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and joy wa'^ univerfal ; but in a little time wc were fufficiently near to diftinguifli that

this vcfiel was not our confort. As fhe fleered under full fail in a contrary tack to us

we were foon abreaft of each other : (he then hoifted the Englifh flag, we fhewed French

colours, and imitating her example, laid to. The Captain now hailed us, and enquired

whether we were not one of the French fliips that left France on a voyage of difcovery

to the Auftral hemifphere. Being fatisfied on this head, he lowered his boat, and a few

inllants after we received him on board. We learnt he was Captain Flinders, the fame

who had already circumnavigated Diemen's Land, in the Inveftigation, the name of the

fhip we faw ; that he had foiled from Europe eight months before with intention of

compleating the furvey of New Holland, and the archipelagos of the great equatorial

ocean ; that he had been about three months at Nuyts Land, but owing to contrary

winds had been unable to penerate, as he intended, behind the iflands of St. Peter and

St. Francis ; that, on his departure from England, he had a fecond veflel under his

command, from which he had been feparatcd by a violent tempefl ; and that a few days

before, and in the fame equinodial gale in which we ran fuch perilous rilks in Bafs's

Strait, he had loil his-long boat, with his firfl heutenant, and eight picked men of his

crew. This fmgular conformity of misfortunes experienced by the two Ihips ferves

more fully to evince the extent of danger to which veflels on fimilar expeditions are

expofcd.

In relating thcfe particulars M. Flinders was very referved as to his individual opera-

tions. We were however informed by fome of his men, that he had fuflered greatly

from the fame fouth winds which had to us been fo favourable, and in this we were

taught more fully to appreciate the wifdom of our own inftructions. After more than aa
hour's converfalion Captain Flinders returned on board, promifnig to return on the

morrow with a diftind chart of Dalrymple river, which he had caufed to be publifhed

in England. On the 9th, he accordingly returned with it, and fhortly after we left him.

to continue our geographical labors.

Behold us now arrived at a point of Napoleon Land, at which its conflitution, hitherto

fo fimple, becomes complicated in fuch a degree as to render impoflible I fhould

purfue the defcription of it in detail however interefiing. By their prominent features

alone mufl the new objects be pourtrayed which I fhall haveoccafion to defcribe.

Beyond a bay, the mouth of which is about 10 miles over, and which received the

name of Mollien Bay, the peninfula Fleurieu is firfl difcovered from 15 to 16 leagues

in length, formed of very lofty lands, prefenting many tiers of mountains, from all ap-

pearance, of granitic nature.

Weft of this peninfula a gulf is feen extending 100 miles into the interior, and which^

in honour of our augufl emprefs, we named Jofephine Gulf. Before and nearly front-

ing this gulf is Decres Ifland, * 210 miles in circuit, feparated by Colbert Strait from
the peninfula Fleurieu on the eafl ; and by Lacipede Strait on the wefl, from a fecond

peninfula, 120 miles in length, called by us Cambaceres Peninfula: the archipelago

* Before tiifcovcrcd by Capt. Flinders, and called by him Kanguroo Idand. The whole coaft, in fadl,

from Cape Leiiin to where the (hips met off Cape Villers, had previoufly been explored by Capt. Flinders,

who, after ii, famous treatment on the part of the French Government at the lile of Frana?, where, on his

return toEurope, in a fmail veffel of :o tons, he had fought refuge and ailiftance, is at ler>gth rellored to his

country, and aoout to publlfh the account of his voyage. From what is here obferved it will be evident to
the reader that the Frencli can have no claim in right of prior difcovery to the country they have denomi-
nated Napoleon Land. Indeed, feparate from the whole having been before explored bv Capt. Flinders,

owing probably to their being without a long-boat, and to the great weaknefs of the crew from the inve-

teracy of the fcurvy on board the Geography, they do not appear by the narrative to have even once
landed, eiilier on the continent, or the iilauds, that of Kanguroo, their Decres alone excepted. Tr.

2 Vauban,
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Vauban, compofed of eight fmall iflands, is at little diftance from its weftern point.

Beyond C'ape Berthier, which terminates the Peninfula Cainbaceres on the weft, New
Holland again opens to the fea to form Bonaparte Gulf, which penetrates 200 miles into

the continent, and has more than 600 miles of coaft. This vaft gulf has the appearance

of the mouth of a very confiderable river, and is terminated, after narrowinjj

by almoft infenfible degrees towards the extremity, by banks of fand. On the wcftern

fide of the gulf and near its entrance is Champagny Port one of the fineft and mofl
fecure in New Holland : in every part of it is an excellent bottom ; the depth of water,

even clofe in with the land, is from ten to twelve fathoms ; and fuch is the capacity of

this magnificent port it is competent to receive the moft numerous fleets. In front of

the port is Lagrunge Ifland, four or five leagues in circumference, and which, placed

exaflly in the middle ot the mouth of the port, leaves on each fide a paffage from two
to three miles broad, in both which palfages a veifcl can work with eafe and focurity.

Finally, as if nature were inclined in favour of Champagny Port to change the character

of monotony and barrennefs ftamped on the neighbouring lands, fhe has formed its

ihores of gently rifing Hopes, and clothed tliem with umbrageous forefts. We did not

indeed find any frefti water at this fpot ; but the vigour and livelinefs of vegetation, and
the height of the country, to us, were certain indices of the exiftence of fome rivulets

or at leaft of fome copious fprings. On this, the moil favoured fpot of Napoleon Land,

there are certainly numerous tribes of inhabitants, for the whole coafl feemedin flames.

So many exclufive advantages infure fpecial importance to port Champagny, and I may
fearlefsly affirm that, of all the points of this land, this is the bcfl; adapted for the eita-

blifhment of an European colony.

In front of this port is the archipelago of Leoben, compofed of eight fmall iflands,

the moft confiderable of which is very narrow and long. A fecond archipelago,

occupying the middle of the mouth of the gulf, received the name of Berthier Archipe-

lago. The chief ifland of this large groupe refembles in figure a large hook. Befides

thefe iflands there are more than twenty others, fprinklcd about the weftern point of the

gulf and beyond. its entrance, each of which was diftinguiflied by one of thole honoured

names which juftly form our country's pride.

At a fhort diftance from Bonaparte Gulf, a large cape jits out, which we termed

Brown Cape ; the coaft afterwards for fixty miles forms hollows inward, proj -cling again

at Cape Correa, oppofite to which are nine iflands which we named the Groupe of

Jerome; the largeft of thefe, AndreolTy Ifland, is from 12 to 13 miles in length.

Beyond is Lcmonnier Bay defended by a chain of dangerous reefs. After palling next

the Cuvier iflets, we found ourfelves off Louis Bay, the fhores of which meafure more
than fifty miles ; on thefe we diftinguifhed numerous fires.

At this laft point of Napoleon Land iilands become more numerous ; firft the archi-

pelago of St. Francis prefents itfelf, compofed of thirteen or fourteen barren and whitifli

ifles, lying at a diftance of about twenty-five miles from the continent. Not far away from,

andN.E. of this firft groupe, are the iflands of St. Peter, three in number, andoffimilar

conftitution to the preceding. Farther on, and clofe to the main, are Jol'ophine iflands,

briftling, I may fay, on every fide with breakers and (lioals. The Rambarde, a fright-

ful chain of reefs, occupies almoft the whole fpace which divides th(;fe iflands from thofe

of the archipelago St. Peter, leaving however an excellent palfage between them and its

fouthern extremity. Weft of Jofephine Groupe are the iflands of the Geographe, a

fmall groupe of four iflands, among which feveral iflets are interfperfed. Twenty miles

beyond, towards the N. W. lie the three iflands Jean-Bart : from thiy laft point, to reach

the
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the iflands called La Bourdonnuis, requires ftretching out fifty miles to the weft,

whence, to the groupe of Montenotte Iflands the didance is S. S. \V. forty miles.

Including with thefe lafl: iflands all thofc which from Wilfon's Promontory are Mat-

tered ofl" tile refidue of Napoleon Land, the number exceeds one hundred and fixty :

but to thefe iflands in particular, even more than to the continent, is the difnial portrai-

ture applicable which I have had fo frequently to exhibit in the courfe of this hifliory.

All, in tad, are low, of a grey, yellow, whitifli, or blackifh colour ; almofl: univerfally

are they frightfully arid, the majority being deltitute either of tree or flirub, the furfacc

being apparently ufurped by an encruftration of lichens of gloomy hue. On the largeff,

that'aflurediy the Icalt barren of the whole, on Decre's (Kanguroo) Ifland, which is not

lefs than 70 leagues in circumference, and the interior of which produces thick and deep

forefls, fcarcely were we able by digging into the fand, and by collecting with care the

water which trickled from the rocks, to fill a few barrels, and feemingly all the other

iflands are totally deltitute of this article. Can it then be a fubjett of wonder that thefe

iflands are uninhabited by man, or that we fliould be unable to trace the fmallcft vefl.ige

of their having been peopled, however clofe their vicinage to the continent.'^ But let

us return to the continent itfelf, abandoned for a while for the pifture oi its iflands.

The reader will undoubtedly recollect that one of the objeds mofl ftrongly recom-

mended to us in our inftruttions v^as to penetrate behind the iflands of St. Peter and

St. Francis, and minutely furvey the whole of that part of the continent covered by this

archipelago. Here was expeded to be found the itrait which dividing New Holland

in twain was fuppofed to join the gulf of Carpentaria. Into this ftrait it was that the

moft intelligent naturalifts, unable to conceive that a continent fo vaft fliould be wholly

deftitute of rivers, imagined thofe dilcharged their waters which they concluded muft

have exiflence in New Holland ; and this hypothefis was, it muft be allowed, in fome

meafure fupported by the immenfe fcallop prefented by the S. W. coaft of this exten-

five land. Unfortunately this ingenious fuppofition has not been verified by experience

;

there are no more rivers Behind the iflands of St. Peter and St. Francis, than in the

refidue of Napoleon Land.

In fad, beyond Cape Lavoifier, which forms the N. W. point of the Great Bay of

Louis, of which we have fpoken, the coafl: bends inward behind thefe two archipelagos

in a fucceffion of fmall bays, running but a little depth in land ; afterwards it ftrefches

out towards Jofephine Iflands, and with them forms a large bay, which we fliall have

occafion to defcribe with more minutenefs, and which we called Murat Bay. Thence to

Farewell Cape (Cap des Adieux,) where our furvey terminated, and which lies in 32°

19' S. 128° 42' E. of Paris, the fliiore continues indented by a number of fmall bays

without any appearance of either ftrait or river. The whole of this laft part of New
Holland, although more varied in difpofition and afped than the reft of Napoleon Land,

does not appear to be of greater fertility, and that portion which we were enabled to

afcertain the quality of by vifiting it, too well confirmed the truth of the appearance.

Sterilis profundi vaftitas fqualet foli,

Et fceda tellus torpet asteino finu. Senec. in Here. fur.

I have now given a rapid tketch of the general appearance of Napoleon Land ; but

with what toil and danger was it not obtained. At two different periods had we to

vifit thefe dangerous fliores ; and at either time hurricanes and tempefts, ftioals and

breakers, nearly occafioned our deftrudion. Twice in the G^ographe did we attempt

to penetrate to the extremity of Bonaparte Gulf, and twice were on the point of perith-

ing there. The Cafuarina alone was enabled, eight months afterwards, to complete

I its
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its furvcy*. The 13th April efpecially was marked by the moft imminent perils;

fui:)jei3: to exceedingly heavy (quails, we were all nightlong obliged to luff up in the

eaftern gulf, with only a few feet water under the keel, and going (filant) at the rate of

fix or feven knots. The night of the 19th was ftill more dreadful : on this occafion

we were in Bonaparte Gulf ; the wind blew from the W. S. W. with the utmofl

violence ; the fl<y was hidden by thick black clouds, which fliowered down amid vivid

flaflies of lightening torrents of very cold rain, at times refembling melted fnow ; the

unevennels of the bottom was fo great, and its rifing fo fudden, that until day-break

we were every inftaiit obliged to vary our courfe. Fortunate, uncommonly fortunate,

we, by dint of inceffaut toil and the utmoft aftivity, in efcaping the manifold dangers

with which we were menaced that nicrht

!

Still were not thcfe dangers, however great, comparable with the dreadful ravage

occaiioned by the fcurvy. Already had many of our men been given to the waves,

already was half our complement unable to keep the deck, and of our helinfmen two

alone were capable of fcrvice ; while every day this epidemy was making alarming pro-

grefs. Could it be otherwife? Our allowance was (tinted to three bottles of (linking

water : during more than a year we had not tailed wine ; we had not a fingle drop of
brandy left ; and in lieu of thefe liquors, fo indifpenfable with European feamen, a bad

taffia made at the Ifle of France, and which there is given but to (laves, was the only

fubftitute, and even of this the ratio was but a gill and a half per man. Our bifcuit

was full of weevil, our fait provifions rotten, and fo offenfive, in fmell as in tafle, that

the almoif f;\mi(hed failo'-s, preferring at times the extremities of hunger to allaying

itskeenncfs by Cuch unwholefome food, in the very prefence of the commander threw it

into the fea. Add to this, the fick were without any of thofe indulgencies or even

neceffaries which phyficians deem rcquifite, without any fympathizing attention on the

part of their chief, a Iblace fo grateful to the feelings of all, and fo powerful in the allevia-

tion of fulferings and even want. The officers alfo and naturalifts, reduced to a fimilar

allowance with the men, had equal fuiTerings to endure both of body and mind.

Such was our melancholy condition when, in the morning of the 30th April, we
made the illands of St. Peter and St. Francis : folicitous of penetrating behind thefe

illands, and of folving the problems, whether New Holland was truly one continent, and

whether any river interfering it fell into the fea behind thefe isdands, we ufed all our

means for the purpofe during eight fucceffive days; but hurricanes, calms, and currents

alternately repelled our advance, and the wcaknefs of our crew prevented any but fruit-

lefs exertions. We were therefore compelled to polipone this important refearch, and

make for the neareft place where our men might recruit their health and (Irength.

The fucceeding chapter will exhibit how great thenecellity we laboured under of follow-

ing this plan.

Thus ended our firft inveftigation of Napoleon Land. In the courfe of forty three days

we had reconnoitred more than a thoufand leagues of coafl, taking into this computation

that of the iflamls and numerous bays we had failed along from Wilfon's Promontory

in the S. to Cape Farewell (Adieux ) in the N. W. Still feveral head-lands in this

great (pace had efcaped our obfervation : we had not completed the furvey of Decrc's

(Kanguroo)
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(Kanguroo) Ifland ; nor had we reached the extremities of the two gulfs ; Port

Chainpagny remained yet unexplored, and the problem of the integrity of New Hol-

land, a principal objefl: of our niiffion, was not yet refolved. A fecond cruize to Napo-

leon Land became therefore indifpeniable, and tills confideration neceflarily induced our

commander to diredt his courfe towards the fouth, that we might winter at Port Jackfon.

CHAP. XVI.

—

Return to Dieniafs Land.—^tay in Adventure Bay.—Arrival at Port

Jackfon.

[From the 8th May to ao'.h June 1802.]

WINTER had now affumed its reign in thefe fouthern latitudes, of which we had
conviclion from the frequency of ftorms and fqualls of wind, and from the roughnefs

of the fca during the latter part of our ftay off Napoleon Land : this circumftance, with

the flate of our crew, fccmed to exaft we fhould fleer the neareft way for Port Jackfon,

that is to fay, by Bafs's Strait ; our commander was however of a different opinion,

and, without any vifible reafon for the preference, gave orders to make for the fouthern

part of Diemen's Land. A refolution thus extraordinary occafioned general confter-

nation, and the fad forebodings it occafioned were aftcrvvard.s but too fatally verified.

On the 9th May a brilk wind from the N. N. E. carricii us far to the fouth : in the

night the horizon was one fheet of fire, fo inceffant were the flaflies of lightning ; thef^

alfo were accompanied by very heavy rain.

From the 10th to the 15th we had dreadful weather; big and heavy clouds hung over

us, from which poured down continual torrents of chilling rain : the wind blew violently

and in fqualls, v.'hile a thick and penetrating fog loaded the atmofphere and almoft

fuffocated our failors, Thefe poor fellows were the major part of them covered with

ulcers from the fcurvy, and every day increafed the number of our fick ; thofe even

appointed to attend them at length became infeded, and among the number was our

dottor himff'lf, Mr. L'Haridon. -

We now diftinguiflied'a number of albatroffes, the condant inhabitants of the fouthern

feas ; the thermometer funk to 8°*, and this change of temperature obliged us to take

to our winter drefles ; our fick painfully felt the alteration.

On the 1 9th in the morning we difcovered Diemen's Land ; the Mewftone Rock was
vifible at noon; by four we were off the Swilly Iflands, and hoped by night to be in

Dcntrccafieaux Channel ; but the wind flackening, we lay to under Bruny Ifland.

On the 20th we found ourfelves in the morning very near the land, but owing to

the denfenefs of the fog it was fcarcely difl.inguifhable ; by nine we faw the entrance of

Adventure Bay, and theafpiring columns of a reddifli hue of Fluted Cape, ffarting as it

were from the tempefiuous ocean. Thefe columns, which rife to the height of four or

five hundred feet from the level of the fea, are apparently an enormous pile of bafaltic

prifms, their bafcs refilling the fliock of the tumultuous waves, which, driven by the

fouth wind from the Antarftic pole, fpend their rage againft them in vain. This
bafaltic conllitution, which we have previoully had occafion to notice on Tafman Ifland,

and fome other points of Diemen's Land, or the adjacent iflands, is rendered additionally

fingular from no volcanic indices of any other kind appearing where thisconftitution

was obferved.

In front of the Fluted Cape lies the Ifle of Penguins, a barren rock thus named by
Furneaux, from a fpecies^of fphenicus obferved there by that navigator, which he miftook

*46, 4° of Fahrenheit.

for
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the penguin. However little the confequence of this miflaken denomination in a

geographical view, it is yet worthy of remark as regarding natural hiftory. Indeed, it

is now a well eftabliflied fact, that all the fpecies of the penguin genus are confined to

th e coldefl feas of the boreal hemifphere ; while on the other hand the fphenicus

antipode of the penguin, if fuch mode of expreflion be allowable, received for its

allotment the frigid watry wafles of the oppofite or antarctic hcrnifphere.

After pafling the lile of Penguins we were oppofite the anchoring place of Adventure

Bay. Here at once the afpect of nature undergoes a change ; Bruny Ifland at this

point prcfents lofty mountains, the intermediate vales of which terminate at the fea

;

from thefe mountains, clothed with forefts even to their very tops, defcend a number
of rivulets ; while the fhore is beautifully fringed with a border of trees and (hrubs

perpetually green. The fmoothnefs of the fea at the extremity of the bay, and the

lively verdure of the neighbouring forefts, charmingly contrafted with the dull red

colour of the Fluted Cape and its tumultuous waves, whofe diflant roaring continued to

ilrike the ear.

Soon as our anchors were out, feveral boats were fent on fhore to wood and water,

and to carry thither fuch of our fick as were in a ftate to be moved. I myfelf landed

with my friend M. Bernier, and with him fpent the remainder of the day in vifuing the

extremity of the bay. On the 21ft, in the morning, I renewed my refearches, and new
collections rewarded my fecond excurfion. At length, on the a 2d, our commander gave

orders to weigh anchor, but fo exhaufted was the ftrength of our crew, that to ctfecl

this required four hours' exertion. The anchor raifed, we hoifted all fail, (leering

N. N. E. for Maria Ifland, which we reached in the evening. But before I refume the

narrative of our voyage, it is incumbent I fliould give fome particulars relative to Adven-
ture bay.

It belongs to the eaflern coafl: of Bruny Ifland which, with Diemen's Land, forms the

fuberb channel Dentrecafteaux. The iflhmus St. Aignant, N. N. W. of the Fluted

Cape, divides the bay from this chaimel. The land of the ilfhmus being very low, and
its breadth not exceeding a few hundred paces, it certainly appears extraordinary that

this channel fhould fucceflively haveefcaped the obfervation of Furneaux, by whom the

bay was difcovcrcd in 1770, and who gave it the name of his fliip; and of Capt. Cook,
who, long before Admiral Dentrecafteaux, made fome ftay in Adventure Bay. The
latitude of the bay is 40° 20' S. its longitude 145° 12' E. of Paris. The topographi-

cal plan of this bay, by the ikilful French engineer M. Beautemps Beaupre, is equally

valuable for the precifion of its parts and the general ftyle in which it is executed.

Of all the coaft of Diemen's Land and of the adjacent iflands this is afTurcdly the

beft watered, and confequently, the moft intcrcfting to navigators ; it is perhaps the

only one where at all feafons one or more fliips may depend on readily obtaining a fup-

ply of water. This advantage appeared to me afcribable lefsto the height of the moun-
tains and thicknefs of the forefts than to the nature of the ground, which every where,

in this part, is compofed cfl'entially of granitic rocks of a fine grain, covered by an ar-

gillaceous ftratum, and this fupporting a fuperficial bed of vegetable earth. From this

ftructure refults, that the rains and dews, with the water deduced in even greater abun-

dance from the fogs and clouds condenfed by the mountains, being ftopped from filter-

ing through the beds below, are neceflarily conftrained to run on the furface, where,

independent of the numerous flircamlets I have noticed, many ponds and pools of I'uf-

ficient extent to fupport fome frefh-water fifli, are found.

Of the fmall number of meteorological experiments I was enabled to make in Ad-

voL. XI. 5 X venturff
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venture Bay the refult was, that the thermometer on fhore in the day time varied from
6°* to io°t ; that the mean elevation of the mercury in the barometer was 20'' 1,4';

that the hygrometer denoted 92" to 97° of moifture ; that on the night of the 20-2 ifl

the phofphorefcence of the fea was exceedingly vivid ; and that the teiupcraiure of the fea

at its furface was, but in the flighteft degree, greater than that of the atmofphere.

The vegetable and animal productions relembling thofe of the channel Dentre-

cafteaux, prefented fcarcely a new objed ; I merely noticed a kangaroo, fmaller than

that of Diemen's Land, and which mofl: likely fliould be clafled as a diitinft fpecies.

Black fwans and pehcans, fo common in the channel, were not to be found in Ad-
. venture Bay, a circumftance I conceive to be attributable to the Iers*peaceful charafter

of the waters of the bay. Two (harks, from nineteen to twenty- five decimeters long |,

were the only new fpecies offifli I found : one of them, (fqnalus rhiuophanes, N.) is

remarkable on account of the unufual tranfparency of its long muzzle ; the other,

(fqualus cepedianus,N.) has on each fide feven vents like the fqualus perlon ; but it differs

from this ir.ateriaUy in its teeth, which feem to me of a fliape and difpofition hitherto

unobferved in the numerous family of fliarks. Our collections were farther enriched

by divers mollufca^, cruifaceous animals, and infeds, little remarkable in themfelves,

a very large crab excepted, and a forficule, (ear-wig,) fomewhat analogous to the for-

licula bi-pundlata, Lin. but differing in its colour, which is rcddilh, in having a black

fpot near the point of the elytres, and in the number of the articulations of its an-

tennas, &c. I liave defcribed it under the name of the forficula antarclica.

From what I have before related of our intercofi'fe with the inhabitants of Diemen's
Land, it will be feen, not only that thofe of Bruhy Ifland belong to the fame race, but

alfo that they alternately tranfport themfelves from the one to the other of thefe coun-
tries. It is probable that, at the period of our anchorage in Adventure Bay, they were
on the oppofite land, for we found no trace of their refidence here at this time. It

likewife feems that this portion of Bruny liland is lefs frequented by them than the op-

pofite fide of Diemen's Land, owing, I concluded, to thefcarcity in Adventure Bay of

the great haliotes, turbos, and large oyfters, on which they chiefly fubfift. To make
amends, in fummer, when the fprings are dried up on the fhores of the channel, this

fpot is capable of furnifliing them with fufficiency of water. But let us return to our
voyage. •

After doubling Maria Ifland by the fouth, we made for Schouten Ifland
; palling in

the morning of the 24th the Strait of the Geographe, Cape Degerando, Cape Tour-
ville, &c. we fleered for Cape Lodi, endeavouring to keep clofein with the fhore to ob-

Jerve fonie points which had efcaped us on our firft courfe along this coaff : but thefe

itormy feas had now become untenable ; florms and hurricanes aflliiled us every day,

thick fogs hanging in the air allowed us fcarcely to diflinguifii the highefl: mountains of
Diemen's Land j and the waves beat with fury on all fides againft their granitic flanks.

Moreover we had frequent thunder ; and, in the morning of the 3d June, abundance
of hail of a large fize fell in repeated florms ; both thefe electric phenomena were the

more remarkable from the feafon of the year, and the flate of the atmofphere being
naturally unfavourable to their exhibition.

In the mean time the number of our fick increafed every day in an alarming degree.

Each returning morn witneflfed the comtniflion of one or more of our unfortunate com-
panions to the waves : and fuch indeed was the diminution of our ftrength, tliat we
'.vcre unable to make a tack without fummoning all hands oa deck, fo completely had

• 42,8° Fahr. f 50 Fahr. J 6 to 8 Englitli feet.

the
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the conflant watching and fatigue exhauIleJ the vigour of the few who flill enjoyed

their health.

On the 2d and 3d of June we had very bad weather ; torrents of rain fell without

intermiffion, and the violence of the fqualls of wind exceeded all we had experienced

before. On the 4th the fury of the tamped was fuch as made us regard as trifles the

event we had hitherto known. Never did guRs fucceed each other wirh like rapidity
;

waves never ran fo high nor in fuch confufion : the fides of our veflel beaten by theni

at every inftant feemed ready to open from the force of the (hocks ; our mi^im-mafl

was carried away, with all our fife-rails to leeward ; our anchors even were almo.l: forced

from their places, notwithllanding the ftrength of the tackle with which they were

faftened ; we were obliged to lafli them anew, and the ten men who alone remained of

all our crew were employed on this object during great part of the day. All night long

the ilorm continued : the rain fell in torrents, and the fea ran frightfully high ; the

darknefs fcarcely admitted of our executing the mod fimple manoeuvres, and the whole

of the interior of the fliip was drcnciied with water. Four of the remaining crew were

added to the fick lift, and the fix who were yet able to keep the deck were overcome

with fatigue and exhauftion. The fick between decks made the air ring with cries of

agony : no, never could even fancy imagine a more afflicting fcene ; and its horrors

were augmented by the general confternation. We were on the point ol being obliged

to leave the direction of the fhip to the mercy of the waves ; clew lines were added to

all the ropes, yet fcarcely could we fliift our fails. We had not an inftant to lofe.

Affuredly, our commander had too long deferred making for port.

It had long been necelTary indeed we fliould halten our courfe to Port Jackfon.
*' At this time," fays our commander in his journal, and with great truth, '• I had but

four men in condition to keep the deck, including the ofticers of the watch." From
thefe few words a judgment may be formed of the ravages effected by the fcurvy. Not
'a fingle perfon on board was exempt from it, nay even fome of our domedic animals

were affect:ed, and two rabbits and a monkey belonging to one of the crew died in con-

fequence. In midd of all thefe calamities, our fecond phyfician M. Tailleferdid him-

felf the greated credit by his kind attention and zeal : the only one of our doctors

capable of rendering any eftedive fervice to the fick ; he was condantly employed night

and day in tending them, and was at once their furgcon and phyfician, their com-

forter and friend. The afflictions fo immediately beneath his eye he has lately pictured

in his initiatory diflertation. ''All," fays M. Taillefer, " united to overwhelm our

fick : having no other food than meat in a date of putrefadion, and worm-eaten bif-

cuit, for beverage but corrupt and llinking water ; deditute at the fame time of any

efficacious medicamenls ; fluit up in a narrow veflcl the fport of the winds and waves,

and far from a place at which we might recruit, the malady encreafed in inveteracy

every day. On the bodies of the fick, in difterent parts, tumors aroie covered by black

fcabs ; the whole of the Ikin prelentcd at the root of the hair final! round fpots of the

colour of wine lees, their joints became did", and the mufcles were contracted, and

kept the limbs of the unfortunate fufi'ercrs half bent : but nothing can furpafs the

hideous afpod;!: of their countenance : to the livid complexion common in fcorbutic

affcdions was added a fwvlling of the gums, which proitudcd beyond the lips, and

exhibited fome parts mortified and others covered with ulcers : their breath was oi

fuch foetid nature as when inlpircd it fecmcd mortal. How often, in rendering them

fuccour, was I on the point ot fainting ! The date of inanition in which thefe unfor-

tunate beings was plunged did not however prevent their having a full ufe of their in-

tellcdual faculties ; though their fenfe of perception fervcd but to make them feel

more keenly their Irightful and defpcrate condition.

5x2 Oa



9g2 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS.

On the 5th of June the ftorm had not yet entirely ceafed, but as we were now clear

out at fea, and made much way towards the north, its violence was lefs diftreffing-.

We pafled in the night the fouthern point of New Holland, defignated by Cook by
the name of Ram's Head. On the ytli we lofl Racine, our purfcr's mate, one of the

mofl robuft and eftimable men of our crew.

From the 7th lo the 15th the bad weather continued uninterruptedly. In the night

of the I4-I5th we had much thunder ; hail-ftones fell of very large dimenfions, and

the lightning was fo vivid and frequent as to dazzle the fight.

At length on the 17th we defcried from the maft-head a fail, on an oppofite tack,

which feemed to wifh to hail us, and in a little time fhe was alongfide. ITie captain

came immediately on board, and informed us he was two days out only from Port

Jackfon, on a fifhing voyage off the coafts of New Zealand ; that M. Flinders had been

fome time at that port ; that the Naturalifte had arrived there feveral days before, and

had failed again in fearch of us ; that the boat we had been obliged to abandon on the

eaftern coaft of Diemen's Land, had been met with by an Englifli veffel belonging to

Port Jackfon, and with its crew, was on board the Naturalille ; that we ourfelves were
impatiently expefted in the colony, where orders from the Englilh government had'

been received that we fhould be treated with the greateft refped, and that we fhould

meet there with every affiftance of which we flood in need ; finally, he apprized us that,

only a few days before, official intelligence had arrived of the conclufion of peace be-

tween England and France ; and what we learnt of its conditions giving a new value to

this grand event, the cries of anguifh were for an inllant fufpended, and in their (lead

refounded fliouts of joy, and exprellions of gratitude towards that great man whofe
name was connedled with this glorious pacification.

We had now been feveral days abreaft of Port Jackfon, without being able, owing
to the extreme weaknefs of our crew, to execute the manoeuvres requifite for navi-

gating our veffel into harbour. How great then was the general joy when on the 20th
we diftinguiflied a large Englifli boat making towards us ! We learnt from the officer

by whom it was commanded, that we had been feen from different parts of the coaft by
perfons on the look-out for three days before ; and that the governor, rightly imaginino-

by our manoeuvres, that we were in the moft preffmg need of fuccour, had expedited

this boat with a pilot and the men neceffary to condud us into port. There, thanks to

this powerful affiltance, we fpeedily found ourfelves at anchor.

Thus terminated this long voyage, one of the mod deadly the hiftory of navigation

can produce, and to which the whole of the crew was on the point of falling a facrifice.

At this inftant, in faft, almoft all of thofe afflided with the fcurvy were fo ill, that a very
few days would have carried off half the number ; two of them, indeed, expired the day
after our coming to anchor ; but, thefe unfortunate men excepted, all recovered with
a celerity which appears truly aftonilhing. What, then, can caufe this magical effect

of land and vegetables on a malady againfl; which the medical art in vain exhaufts on
board of fhip its moft aftive and efficacious remedies*?

• In lieu of fotne following remarks of M. Peron, by no means Interefting to Englifijrnen, oft the means
of preventing the fcurvy on board of fhip, the inftance of Captain Flinders, who flriitly followed the
prefcriptions of Captain Cook, may be adduced to fhew, not only that the tfjsoty of preventing the ra-
vages of this dreadful malady at fea is well underllood by us, but alfo l\ie pra3ice. So far from fharinff
the fickntfs which fo dreadfully afflifted the Geographe, and of which fuch an affliifling pifture is drawn
Captain Flinders, failing through the fame feas, and undergoing equal hardfliips, on his arrival at Port Jack-
fon, had " every wan of his crew doing duty upon deck, and in fuch a flate of health as to be dillinauilhed
in New South Wales for men who had frtfh arrived fiom England." Tr.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVII. — Operations of the Naturalijle in Banks*s Strait, the Furneaux IJlands,
Kent's Bay, Clark's and Prefervation I/lands, Cape Portland, Swan and Waterhoufe
IJlands.

•'

[From the 8th to the 19th of March 1802.]

THE reader will doubtlefs rccollefl: the reparation of the Naturalise and the
Geographe on the eaflern coafl of Diemcn's Land. Before I enter on the particulars
of our fojourn at Port Jackfon, whither the Naturalifte returned a few days after our
arrival, it feems indifpenfable not to invert the courfe of events, I fhould previoufly
detail the refults of the individual exertions of thofe on board in this lafl; part of her
navigation. In the defcription, Mcflrs. Boullanger, Frcycincl, and Bailly, fhall them-
felves be the chief narrators of the different events that occurred.

" Spite of our following the only courfe we conceived the Geographe could take
we were unable," fays M. Freycinft, " to keep her in fight. Her fuperior failing, the
multiplicity of her unfignaled tacks, and the bad weather we experienced throughout
the whole of this fame night, will fufficiently explain the feparation that took
place.

" On the 8th March we made towards land, in hopes of falling in with the
Geographe. At four in the evening, our men on the look-out perceiving a fail in the
eafl-fouth-eafl;, we had no doubt of its being our confort, and made fail towards the
veflel, but found it to be an Englifli brig, called the Endeavour, the captain of which
informed us, that fhe was fourteen days from Port Jackfon, on her way to Maria
Ifland, to catch fcals. This brig was built at that port ; her hull was of cafuarina

wood, and her mafts of the euculyptus. After giving information to the captain of
the fpots where feals mod abounded, we left him to continue our refearches.

" Very early on the 18th, we diftinguiflied another fail under the fame tack as our-
felves, which proved an Englifli brig : in a little time a boat was lowered from her,

which made towards us. V7hat was our furprife on perceiving it to be that of the

Geographe, with, on board of her, Mcifrs. Boullanger, Maurouard, and the eight

failors who had accompanied them ! Perfuaded of their having rejoined their Ihip on
the 6th March, we had felt no anxiety on their account, though, but for the

fortunate rencounter which chance threw in their way, their lot had been truly

deplorable.

" We learned from M. Boullanger, that, after vain endeavours in the evening of
the 6th, to rejoin the Geographe, M. Maurouard and himfelf, refolved on anchoring-

under flielter of the coafl ; that they had fpent the whole of the 7th in coafting alonu^

the Ihore, and continuing the furvey of the preceding day ; that forced again to pafs

the night at fea, they had fuft'ered greatly from cold, rain, and a violent gale from
the fouth-wefl. " Judge," fays M. Boullanger, " of our horrible fituation : the fmall

portion of food and water we had taken with us for one day's provifionon leaving the

the fliip was expended ; we were finking under fatigue and want of fleep ; our cloaths

were drenched with fea water; while, expofed in a frail IkifFto all the rage of a floriny

fea, we fuffered the mofl cruel fufpenfe at a feparation on the length of which we
could make no calculation."

The 8lh March, our companions continuing their courfe towards the north, fell in

with a large flight of cormorants ; they killed fome ot thele ; and fortunately dif-

covered Maurouard Ifland, on which they were enabled to renew their provifion of
frefli water : they paffed the night here to recruit their cxhaufled powers.

Ihe
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The 9th at day-break, they continued their courfe towards the north, keeping very

clofe in land, and continuing their furvey with a itcadinefs highly honorable under

fimilar circumftances. At half part four they had fight of Furneaux Iflands ; at five

they anchored for the night, under flielter of the fingular rocks defcribed in Chapter

XIV. Scarcely had they fought this refuge before they perceived a fail ; they made

towards it, and found it to be the Englifli brig Harrington, of 200 tons, commanded

by Captain Campbell.
" This generous Englifliman," continued M. Boullanger, " received us in the mod

obliging manner, and kindly granted whatever we required for ourfelves and crew.

On board of Captain Campbell's fhip we were ferved with excellent fait provifions,

potatoes from Port Jackfon, and bil'cuit baked there. The brig he commanded had

been built in the docks of that colony, and was bound for Bank's Strait, to load with

feals fl-;ins coUcfted there by men left for the purpofe at the Furneaux Iflands, King's

Ifland, &c. Neverthelefs, Captain Campbell obligingly offered to carry us to Port

Jackfon, provided in the few days he would be occupied in examining Dalrymple

River and the Weftern Port, we fliould not fall in with our vefiels. He propofed in

the interval to leave us on the Furneaux Iflands, whither he would return for us at the

Itated time. We felt duly grateful to M. Campbell for his liberal kindnefs, but ob-

ferved to him at the fame time (through an interpreterJ, that we could not fo foon

refolve on giving up fearch of our veflels, as by cruifing a fortnight longer at the

entrance of the ftrait, we hoped to meet with them ; we confequently befought him

to fpare us a fufficiency of provifions for that fpace of time, and, in cafe of the failure

of our hopes, to enable us afterwards to reach Port Jackfon. Not only did this

generous captain readily comply with our requeft, but of his own accord otFcred us

much more than we had prefumed to alk ; he promifcd us moreover a chart, tables

of the declenfion of the fun, which we needed to direct us on our courfe, and a ftore

of powder and fliot.

" Things being thus arranged with M. Campbell we pafTed the night very plea-

fantly on board the Harrington, all of us penetrated with the moft lively fentinients of

gratitude at a demeanour fo markedly attentive and kind. It did indeed receive addi-

tional value in our eyes, from the political fituation of our two nations in Europe ; the

Englifli Captain having himfeif informed us that the war continued to be profccuted

with greater fury than ever.

" The loth March in the morning, we were preparing to bid adieu to Captain

Campbell, to begin our cruife in front of Bank's Strait, when a large veffel was dif-

tinguiftied from the mafl-head, which we foon knew to be the Naturalise : bidding

now farewell to our hofts, we took to our boat, and in a little time reached the French

ihip, happy in having thus efcaped the various misfortunes which a feparation like ours

n)is:ht have occafioned."

The narrative of M. Boullanger not admitting a doubt but the Geographe was ftill

in the fouth. Captain Hamelin refolved on waiting for him in Banks's Strait ; in con-

fequence he, in the evening of the loth March, anchored near Swan Ifland. The
nth at day-break, Meflrs. Boullanger, Freycinct, and Crieg, were difpatched with

the boat of the Geographe to Portland Cape, carefully to obferve its pofition. The
1 2th, Meflrs. Maurouard and Boullanger went in the boat to complete the furvey

fouthward of that part of the coaft comprized between Swan Ifland and the Point of

the Nataraliflie, where their former furvey had terminated. Laftly, on the 13th, at

half-paft eight in the evening, M. Faure was fent in the long-boat of the Naturalifl:e to

vifit Kent's Bay, accompanied by M. Bailly.

" The
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" The 14th," fays M. Freycinti:, " the wind veered from the north-caft to the

eaft-fouth-eaft, and blew with fuch violence that our anjciety became general for the
fate of the two boats at fea : our own immediate fafety was next a fubjecl of apprc-
henfion. At four in the afternoon, our larboard cable cut ; we immediately let go our
ilarboard anchor, ufing the cudomary precautions, but fcarcely did the cable feel the

ftrefs of the Ihip, before it likewife fprung : thus in an iiiftant both our heavy anchors
were lo[^, and we were reduced to the only alternative of getting under fail, not-

withftanding the danger to which we expofed our boats by thus abandoning
them. The florm continued to the 18th March, obliging U'^ to keep conftantly tack-

ing in the ftrait. Captain ITamelin preferring to run every ril'k, rather than expofe hi?

boat's crews to deftrudion."

The boats rejoining the (liip on the i8th, we neared Waterhoufe Ifland, to look for

the Geographe. Our learch being fruiticfs, we again fteered for Swan Ifland, iu

order to drag for the anchors ; but, notwithllanding all our efibrts, we were unable

to difcover the leaft trace of them : our captain now refolved on cruifing fome days
in the opening of Bafs's Strait, intending aticrwards to pi'oceed directly to the fouth in

fearch of our confort, which he had every reafon to imagine flill in that quarter. But
before we accompany him thither, let us trace the interefling refults of the million of
M. Faure to the Furneaux lllands.

Difpatched, as we have previoufly faid, on the evening of the 13th March, to re-

connoitre Kent's Bay, fituate between the Furneaux Iflands, Clark's, and Preferva-

tion Iflands, Meflrs. Faure and BaiJli failed all night through with foggy weather. On
the next day, luffing up to make the lafl: of thefe iflands, they loft their mizen maff,

which was fplit by the violence of the wind ; favoured, however, by ftrong currents

they reached the ifland.

" Prefervation Ifland, thus named," fays M. Bailli, " from its fituation at the en-

trance of Kent's Bay, which it protects from the weft winds, is funounded by a great

number of rocks and iflets, which ferve as a retreat for innumerable flocks of feal.-.

It is itfelf nothing but a large granitic plateau, raifed about loo feet above the level of

the fea : the coaft of the ifland is indented by an infinite number of fandy coves, but

in front of them, as if to interdift all entrance, lie a groupe of rocks, againlt which

the fea beats with violence. The chief of thefe rocks are breakers covered by a few
feet of water, but fome rife to a fhort height above the furface.

*' The granitic rock which forms the entire fubllance of Prefervation Ifland, is

covered with a thin ftratum of earth, deep enough however to nourifh fome fmall trees,

and a tolerably thick herbage. Under this a prodigious number of fphenici, of a

white and blue colour, (aptcnodytes minor, Forfterj form their ntfis in burrows be-

tween the roots of trees, and of the ftrrng grafs with which moll of the ifland is

covered; but where grafs is wanting, they burrow in the ground. In luch places

walking is very laborious, as the ground is like a warren, and cxpofes the traveller :'.t

every flep to fink in it up to the knees. Throughout the whole of the day thefe

aptenodytes neffle in pairs in their holes, but loon as night approaches they flock in

numbers to the fliorc in fearch of fifli and other animals they make their prey ; nor do

they return to their afylums before the break of day. In order, no doubt, to make their

burrows n;orc warm, they cover the bottom with dry leaves and feathers ; here it is

that ihey rear their young, until they are able to proceed to the fliore and feck lup-

port for themfclvcs. Thefe birds are not very v.ild, and only defend themfelves with

their beak on any one attempting to take ihem : apparently they are very fond of

warmth j for, in the night time ihey flocked to our tires, and often expofed themfelves

8 to
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to be burnt. One of our failors, wrapt up in a blanket, was fo perpetually aflailed

by them, that he was unable to fleep, the birds, with inconceivable obftinacy, per-

fifting in fliaring his covering, and getting between it and his body ; and, though in

his vexation, he killed fcveral, the furvivors ftill returned to the charge. Thefe birds

have a very piercing cry, rei'cmbling that of the duck. As this was not the feafon of

their laying their eggs, we found none ; but alinoft every nefl: contained two young
birds, pretty ftrong, and tolerably fledged : from this circumftance we concluded that

this fpecies of fphenifcus fets but on two eggs. The flefh of this bird is difagreeable

to the tafte : the fat is fo oily as to melt with the lead warmth, and being mixed with

the whole fubftance of the animal, gives it an ologinous and naufeous fmell. Broiled

on live coals, the aptenodytes acquire a tafte differing little from that of pickled her-

ring, and only in this manner cooked did we find then eatable.

" The north-eaft coaft of Prefervation Ifland is at the fame time the moft healthy,

and affords the beft fhelter ; the fouthern coaft on the contrary, briftling with breakers

and reets, is inacceflible. Many remnants of the wrecks of veflels of various dimen-
fions are ftrewed all over the ifland, proofs of the frequency of tempefts here, and of

their fatal confequences. The fliipwreck of the Sydney, a veffel belonging to the

colony, is efpecially remarkable on account of the following circumftances. Of the

whole crew feventeen a|one were faved. After remaining fome time on Prefervation

Ifland, they determined on gaining the continent of New Holland, and returning by
land to Port Jackfon. They fucceeded in eff"e£l: on meeting together at Wilfon's Pro-

montory, whence they began their march for the Englifli fettlement, more than 200
leagues diftant. On the way they had to ftruggle with all the horrors of hunger and

thirft ; were much incommoded by the hordes of favages who inhabit thefe difmal

coafts, and had many fkirmifties with thefe ferocious men. Three only of thefe un-

fortunate men fucceeded in overcoming the obftacles and dangers of this journey

;

fourteen perifliing either of fatigue or in the different attacks of the favages.

" The moft remarkable circumftance in a geological point of view prefented by
Prefervation Ifland is the following : in the fouthern part, that the moft wild and
barren, on mounts of tolerable elevation, large infulate blocks of granite are feen

ftanding as if in equilibrium on the ground, and without apparently being connefted

with it.

" In fome parts of the ifland, thofe efpecially at which the unevennefs of the furface

ceafes, are fmall fpots covered with a lively verdure, maintained by the greater moif-

ture of their low pofition. Here live in peace and without dread of man a fpecies of

goofe peculiar to New Holland : it is of a brown colour, covered with fpots the third

of an inch in diameter, and of the fame colour as the reft of the body, but of a deeper

fliade. Thefe geefe are rather tame, and fo willingly allowed our approaching them,

that we caught a fufficient number to fupport us during the two days we remained on
the ifland, without the leaft difliculty. It was not however, I imagine, the firft

time they had been attacked in their peaceful retreat ; for at a fliort diftance from the

fpot where they flocked in greatelt number, we faw the wreck of feveral huts formed
of poles faftened together with hempen cord, and which had doubtlefs ferved as an
afylum to fome of the failors, the frightful wrecks of whofe ftiips were feen in every

part.

" At the fummit of the largeft trees of Prefervation Ifland, which do not exceed
twelve feet in height, nefts of birds are found formed of fmall branches of trees

interwoven with much nicety. Thefe nefts are ninety feven centimeters in diameter *,

* 38 inches Englifli.

and
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and more than thirty-two centimeters * thick. They are fufficiently folid, as I proved,

to bear the weight of a man : when we faw them they were abandoned ": but they were
covered by a thick layer of frefli dung.

" The fury of the ftorm which had hitherto detained us on Prefervation Ifland

having at length abated, and the i-ain having ccafed, we haftened our departure, and
in the morning of the 1 5th ilcered for Kent's Bay. By noon we found wc were oiF

the north-weft fide of Clark's Ifland, at which we landed. The fhore is formed of large

detached blocks of granite ; the number of lofty trees is inconfiderable, but fmaller

ones and flirubs are abundant. In order to advance into the interior, we found it

neceflary to cUmb up enormous maffcs of rock, the nakednefs of which tellified the

violence of the wind otT the coafi.

" Shortly after leaving Clark's ifland we reached at the opening of Kent's Bay.
The coaft of this bay, on the eaft and weft, confifts of high lands ; at the extremity,

is low, fandy, and well wooded ; it forms a narrow iftmus, and in this refpecl the

conftitution of the Furneaux iflands perfectly allimilates with that of the peninfula

Freycinft, and that of Maria Ifland, the Foreftier Peninfula, &c. Kent's Bay is far

from offering thofe advantages which might be expefled from its fize and pofition

:

in fact, a land-bank, which has fcarcely enough water on it to admit a boat to pafs,

clofes the bay on the eaftern fide, and in this direction occupies ahnoft half its extent.

On the weft are rocks, which render the navigation dangerous, and anchoran^e even
difficult ; if to thefe circumftanccs be added that this large bay is almolt wholly
expofed to the fouth winds, thofe the moft ftormy in the Auftral Ocean, it will doubt-
lefs be allowed that its utility to navigation can never be very great.

" Of different value is a fort of fmall port comprized between Clark's and Preferv-

ation Iflands and the moft fouthern of thofe of Furneaux ; it is fafe and commodious

:

it is three miles in length by a medium breadth of one and a half, and has good an-

chorage from fix to fifteen fathoms water, with a fandy and muddy bottom: finally,

it is fo completely furrounded by the neighbouring lands, that it would be defended
from all winds if thofe from the eaft to weft palling by the fouth were not occafionally

felt, the lands which fliould arrcft the violence of thefe winds being very low. Still,

it fliould feem, the fea here can never run very high ; for though we were in this

port during a gale, we were able to effect a landing with eafe in any part. I have no
doubt therefore, when the eaftern palfagcs fliall be better known, but this port will be
much frequented by fiflierraen, its difpofition being fuch that, let whatever wind pre-

vail, it may be entered and quitted with the wind abaft. As for frelh water, it is pro-

duced neither on Prefervation nor Clark's Ifland ; I am even ignorant whether any
is to be found on this one of the Furneaux Iflands ; but every par^ of this ifland con-

tiguous to the port being covered with lofty and well-wooded mountains, and the coafi:

here being indented by deep bays, I am inclined to believe that a icarch here would be
repaid by difcovery of one or more fprings, fufficiently copious to anfwer the wants of
navigators. But let us return to the prolccutiun of our voyage.

" Leaving Kent's Bay, we bore for the northern part of Clark's Ifland, where we
landed by fall of day : the coaft on this fide is low, and formed of rocks difpofed ia

vertical beds parallel to each other and to the fhore.

" At a few paces from the fhore the country is covered with fhrubs and fmall trees

;

but no trees of large growth are feen as on the Furneaux iflands oppoiite to Clark's

Ifle : that we found no frcfh water caufed us lefs aftonilhment from the ifland confift-

* 13 inches.
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ing, as we have before noticed, of a granitic plateaux, of little elevation above the fea,

and only thinly covered with a ftratum of vegetable earth. Thefe difmal fhores, like

thofe of Prefervation Ifland, were ftrewed with wrecks, and among the veftiges of

them we difcovered the carriage of a gun, and the remnants of a cafe with the Eall

India Company's mark. On this ifland are found vaft numbers of feals of a middling

fize, covering the rocks and iflets by which it is furrounded : the feal-filhery would

confequently be as eafy of eifefl: at this point as it would be profitable, nor will

the Englifh, we may prefume, be tardy of availing themfelves of this branch of com-
merce.

" The 17th of March, in the morning, we flieered for the anchorage where we had

left the Naturahfte, but not finding her there, and the thick fog with which the

atmofphere was loaded preventing our keeping the fea, we landed on Swan Ifland.

This ifland, placed at the entrance of Banks's Strait, is low ; its bafe is formed of

black amphibolous granite, on which are fmall tumuli of fand, the fubfliratum with

which almofl: the whole ifland is covered : thefe tumuli produce fome flirubs. An
excellent level beach allows of eafy accefs to the ifland, and the fhore is indented by
fmall coves pretty fecure for boats and veflels of light burthen. Seals are plenteous

on the coafls of this ifland : here alio is found a great number of wild geefe of the

fame fpecies as thofe of Prefervation Ifland. We did not indeed find any running
fpring here, but readily obtained what water we wanted, by digging a well fome few
feet deep in a hollow, in which from the nature of the furface we judged the waters

mufl: drain.

" After fome hours' refl in Swan Ifland, we left it for that of Waterhoufe, the ren-

dezvous appointed for the Naturaliflie. In a little time we doubled Cape Portland, a

low land, covered with buflies, but of granitic ftructure : here is feen a vaft flat, which
in tempeftuous weather we prefumed is overflowed by the fea, as it is wholly deftitute

of trees, and covered with mud. This part of Diemen's Land is inhabited by a
number of fmall animals refembling the kanguroo-rat : one of them we caught, but
unfortunately it has been loft. At diftance in the interior are forefts of very beautiful

trees, which extend till ioft in the horizon. For five or fix leagues from the fliore the

country is flat ; but at that diftance lofty mountains are feen, apparently forming a chain

running from fouth-eaft to north-weft. The whole coaft that bounds the cape eaft-

ward is difficult of approach, on account of iflets fcarcely covered by the fea. Weft of
Cape Portland is a great bay promiflTory of good anchorage, fecure againft winds from
the eaft to the fouth-eaft, and from the fouth to the fouth-weft ; the depth of water is

pretty great, and a landing eafy.

" Waterhoufe Ifland, on which we landed at fix in the evening, appears to be an ele-

vated plateau from one hundred and fifty to two hundred feet above the level of the

fea, floping on the northern, eaftern, and weftern fides, but abrupt and perpendicular

on the fouthern. The bafe is a black, amphibolic granite, like that of Cape Portland
and Swan Ifland, on which are incumbent horizontal beds of free-ftone. The whole of
the upper part of the plateau is covered with large trees ; while thofe on the flopes,

very clofe to each other, efpecially near the ravines, are of a fmaller fize. Thefe fmall

trees keep the earth conftantly moift, and beneath their fiiade a vaft number of rills

of frefti water fupply a fufficiency of that article for the wants of the people fettled

there. We faw here a vaft number of fphenici of the fame fpecies noticed on Preferv-
ation Ifland, befides a fmall animal, which the crew at once termed a rat, but which
every thing announces to belong to a difterent fpecies. The hair of this animal is long
and filky j its colour a yellowilh grey j it is moreover fo little timid, that numbers of

them
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them came clofe to us to eat the remnants of our meal. One of our fcamen took hold

of one even without its appearing to be alarmed. Waterhoufc Ifland is much reforted

to by feals, fome of which are of enormous fizc. Ribs of whales are likewife feen ia

great number thrown on the beach by the fea.

" The next day at day-break all were on the look-out for the Naturaliftc, and her

not appearing excited great anxiety ; we began to form the moll: gloomy conjectures

refpeding her fate and that referved for ourfclves, when at Length we diflinguifiicd

this vcflel luffing up in front of the ifland : we immediately embarked, and (hortly

joined our companions, all of us alike happy in having cfcaped the dangers with which
duriiig the five previous days we had been menaced by the tcmpefl in Banks's Sralt."

CHAP. XVIII.— Operations of the Naiuralifte in Banhs's Sirali : northern Part of
Diemen's Land; Dalrymplc River j.Wilfcns Promontory; Vicjlem Port,

[From the 19th of March to the 28th of June, 1802.

J

THE Geographe not yet making her appearance in Bafs's Strait, and every thing

combining to fatisfy us that fae ftill muft be in the fouth. Captain Ilamelin refolved on
fceking her there. For this purpofo we failed on the 2i(t; of March, and by the

next day were off Cape Dcgerando. Six days were employed cruizing on different

tacks along the eafl.ci-n coafl, v.'here no traces of our commander appearing, M. Ha-
melin was obliged to haften his return to Bafs's Strait : but a junction had nov/ become
impraflicable, the Geographe havhig already begun its excellent furvey of Napoleon
Land.

Difappointed in every inftance of his fearch, but confined by the mofl pofitive

orders, Captain Hamelin again neared Watcrhoufe Ifland ; and in order to reap all

poffible advantage from his obligatory flay in Bafs's Strait, he difpatched Meffrs. Faure

and Freycintl to Dah) mple River, with orders to verify the chief details of the

Englilh chart, and fee to what extent it might be relied upon. Thefe gentlemen

did not return till the 7th, when M. Frcycind rendered an account of the refult of

his expedition. From him we learnt that the currents run very llrong at the mouth
of this river, and that the entrance to it is obflrufted in fuch manner by rocks and
fand-banks as to render it fomcwhat difficult of navigation. " But" (it is M. Freycincb

who fpcaks for himfelf) " as its breadth is great, when the paffages fhall b^ better

known, the entrance into this river will prefent no real danger ; on both the one and

the other bank is obfcrvcd a great number of fmall coves, in which vcffels may find

Ihclter from the winds and currents.

" The chart of M. Flinders pretty clearly points out the principal features of the

river's courfe ; but it contains mucli incorrcClnefs, which we found it more eafy for us

to diflinguifli tlian amend, the period appointed for our return on board not admitting

us to enter into the detail of the geography of this iuterefting river.

«' The land on its banks appeared to me of excellent quality in general ; vegetation

is very flourifliing in every part, and the country is well wooded, though the trees do
not appear to me fit for fliip-building.

" i hroughout the whole extent we examined, the water of the river is fo fait as to

be unfit for drinking. The fame remark alfo applies to the rivulets which fall into it,

fome only excepted which bring dovvfii frefh water.

" For the coall of Diemen's Land comprized between Waterhoufe Ifland and
Dalrymple River, it is low and covered with trees : in the interior, and efpecially on

5 V 2 the
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the left bank of the River, very high mountains are feen, fome of which appeared to

lis arid, and as if compofcd of rocks utterly bare.

Still uncertain of the fate of the Gcographe, but a faithful obferver of his orders,

]\L Hanielin proceeded to the furvey of Wilfon's Promontory, and cruized off that

point, while feveral boats were fent to complete the geography of the coaft. M. Boul-

lan^rer, the engineer, in one of thcfe boats, was directed to reconnoitre the promontory,

the rocks in its neighbourhood, and the portion of land weftward, between the pro-

montory and the entrance of the weflern port. The geographic engineer, M. Faure,

with two boats, commanded by Meflrs. Milins and Brevedcnt, bent his courfe towards

the weftern port itfelf, in order to verify theEnglifli chart, to corred it, or, in cafe it

was found too full of errors, to draw a frefli chart.

This lafl operation took up eight days, the refult being that the Englifli chart was in

every refpeft very defedtive ; that the large peninfula, marked in the chart of M.
Flinders as occupying the whole extremity of the port, is in truth an ifland, the tour

of which was, for the firll time, made by M. Brevedcnt, and which v/e named L'llle

dcs Fran9ais, (Frenchmen's Ifland) ; that the weftern port has two entrances, one on

the eaft impallable for large vefTels, the other on the weft divided into two diftind

paffages bv a large fand-bank in the middle of the channel ; that this port has every

where good anchorage, and is fufliciently capacious to contain a great number of fliips

of any burthen ; that landing is eafy of effeft ; that the bafe of the land is a reddifh

granite of middle-fized grains furmounted by beds of free-flone ; that in many parts

are flreamlets of frefh water, competent to fupply fliipping ; that the foil is fertile,

vegetation extremely aftive, and the country well wooded ; in fliort, that the Weftern Port

IS one of the fineft in nature, and unites all the advantages calculated to render it at

fome future period a valuable fettlement : the rife of tide is commonly from 16 to 19

decimeters *
; but, apparently, under peculiar circumftances, it rifes 49 decimeters f.

During their ftay at Port Weftern, our companions had an interview with the

favao-es of this part of New Holland. The human fpecies feemed to them but thinly

fcattercd on this point ; fuch of the natives as they faw fliewed themfelves miilruftful

and perfidious ; their language feemed to refemble that of the inhabitants of Diemen's

Land only in the extreme rapidity of utterance ; moreover, in their features, the fhape

of the head, the fmoothnefs and great length of their hair, the inhabitants of the pro-

montory are perfectly different from thofe of Dentrecafteaux Channel : their teeth are

handibme and well fet, and it does not appear they have the pradice of knocking out

any of thoie in front ; the food of thefe people confifts chiefly of fhell-fifh ; they paint

the body and face with ftripes, crbffes, white and red circles, and pierce the griftle of

the nofe, through which they thruft a fmail ftick 15 to 18 centimeters long
J ; like the

aborio-ines of Port Jackfon, they wear, coUar-fafhion, a fort of necklace, formed of a

number of fhort tubes of coarfe ftraw ; like thefe laft people, and thofe alfo of Diemen's

Land, they blacken their body and face with powdered charcoal. Of thirteen indivi-

duals feen, one only was clothed with a black ikin, the other twelve being wholly

naked. In order to warm themfelves, or pofTibly out of mere wantonnefs, they kindle

in the woods the moft deftrudlive fires. Such are the obfcrvations collected refpeding

the people of the fouthern point of New Holland. However incomplete, they apply

with fuch eouality to the dilferent tribes, whofe curious hiftory we fhall have elfewhere

to prefent, that no doubt can be entertained but all of them are of one race.

* Upwards of from 5 to 6 feet Engli(h. f 16 Engllfh feet. ± From 6 to 7 inches Engliih.

At
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At this epoch Captain Hamelin found himfelf in a very embarrafled fituation : he
had traverled the whole of Bafs's Strait without meeting with the Gcographe ; his

{lock of provifions was fo nearly exhaufted, that he had not fufficient to laft till he
reached fome port in the Indies ; and before he went thither he had to complete the

furvey of the fouth-weil coafl; of New Holland. In this extremity, the only plan he
could adopt was to fleer for Port Jackfon. After the return therefore of all his boats,

he traverfed the flrait, doubled Cape Howe, the niofl fouthern of thofe difcovered by
Cook, on the 20th April, from this point fleered N. E. by N. and the next day was
in the latitude of Dromedary Point, precifely on the fame day and at the fame hour
that it was difcovered by the immortal Cook, thirty-two years before ; and on the 24th
April was in fight of Port Jackfon, in which the next day he cafl anchor.

War flill continued between France and England ; the famous northern confede-

ration, by placing Great Britain on the very verge of deflrudlion *, had rendered more
inveterate the fentiment of national hatred, and Captain Hamelin had reafon to fear

that he fliould not have been allowed to remain in the port, or at leaft, that thofe

fuccours would be refufed him which he came there to feek. But fliort, was his

anxiety ; the Englifh received him from the firft inftant with that noble and rightedus

(grande et loyale) liberahty, which can only be accounted for, or have been produced,

by the perfection to which civilization nas arifen in Europe. The firft houfes of the

colony were open to our companions, and during the whole of their flay, they expe-

rienced that delicate and endearing hoi'pitality, which does equal honour to thofe who
pra£life it, and thofe who are its objeds. The whole refources of the country were
placed at the difpofal of the French captain ; and already Captain Hamelin was laying

in a complete flock of provifions, to enable him to make the furvey of the fouth-wefl

coafl, when he was plunged into a fea of doubts (about how to a£t) by the arrival of

Captain Flinders at Port Jackfon. On this occafion he learnt ihat the Gcographe
bad been on this very coail fevcral months before ; and, as the commodore had feveral

times repeated to him, that after this voyage he intended to' proceed to the Ifle of
France, he at length refolved on proceeding thither : in confequcncc, he haflened his

preparations, and fet fail the i3th May in the morning, leaving behind him JM. Milius,

who was very ill.

A few days before the departure of the Naturalifle, official intelligence had been re-

ceived of the conclufion of peace between France and Great Britain. This event,^

however, could add nothing to the friendly fentiments of the Englifli at Port Jackfon ;

but w-as a fubject for great rejoicing on the part of our companions. The reflection to

them was grateful, in fact, at the initant of their departure, that they were about to find

their country happy and at peace, and governed by the fame man w ho had effected fuch

miracles to infure that happinefs, and that wiflied-for peace. Vain drlufions! the

demon of war had not yet fatiatcd his rage, and even our confort, as we fhall elfewhere

notice, was nigh becoming one of his earliefl viQims.

^ F.n mcttant la Grande Bretagne a deux dnigts de fa pertc. Tlie afTemblage of wifc men on this

cxpidilion mull liavc liad very crude ideas of the power of Great Britain, to faiu-y lliat even her childicn

were alaiii'.ed al lliis northern confederation, much Icfs that it could have Jnlitnidated the government, or

have rciideied lo inveterate the feniiment of national hatted, as to occnfion either that government or iis.

fervants to depart from a promifc given. The confideration, indeed, was inimical to the iiiterclls of Great
Britain, and ill ccnfiqnence was cruflied. The thunder of one annatneni, uiidcr the immortal Ntlfon
made the parties to the confederacy abandon their prctcnfuns and fue for peace. So much for placing

Great Biitaia on the very verge of dtllrudion. Tk.

Satisfied
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Satisfied from his own experience, and by all he had heard at Port Jackfon, of the

dano-er to be apprehended in Bafy's Strait, Captain Hamelin firfl refolved on_ bearing

diredly towards the fouth, to double the aullral point of Diemen's Land ; but in order

to fliorten his courfe, he determined to attempt, at leaft, the paflage of the Strait ; but

repeatedly driven back by the wcftern winds and currents, by ftorms and bad wea-

ther, he returned to his primary intention of doubling the South Cape.

The 5th of June he found himfelf m latitude 44° 55' S, : the fea ran dreadfully high,

and the wind blow with violence, and in outrageous fqualls ; rain fell in 'torrents;

and, to complete his misfortune, conlfant weft winds oppofed his doubling the Cape.

The 8th of June, the fame bad weather ftill continued: thefailors,conftantly enveloped

in fogs, overcome with fatigue, and reduced to fubfift on the moft unwholefome food '*,

loudiy complained of fo much adverfity ; and as it feemed impoflible to contend with

the violence of the winds from the fouth- weft. Captain Hamelin held council with his

officers : all agreed on the infufiiciency of the provifions on board for a voyage of fuch

bad omen, and which was likely to be of double the length computed. The Captain

confcquently refolved on tracing back his courfe, and tacked about for the north : at

this time he was in latitude 47° S., expofed to all the rigours cf a fouthern winter,

which was now fetting in ; and the firft fymptoms of the fcurvy already began to

manifcft themfelves among his crew.

The 20th of June he made Maria Ifland ; the 21ft was abreaft ofFurncaux Iflands^;

on the 23d the Ram's Head, on the eaft coaft of New Holland, was diftinguiflied. The;

fea now, which had been fo rough and ftormy, ccafed to ftrain the fhip ; the fogs

gradually difperfed ; the temperature was milder, and every thing announced to our

companions their eftrangement from the ftormy regions of the extremity of the eafteru

(fouthern) world. At length, on the evening of the 27th June, they had fight of Port

Jacklbn, into which they entered the next morning ; but owing to calms and baffling

winds, they were unable, until the 3d of July, to reach the anchorage, where we had

already been lying for feveral days. Thus were again united a fecond time, and by the

mereft chance, two veflels, which the conftant pen'erfity of the commodore in refufing

to attend to the rendezvous appointed, had compelled twice to cruize by themfelves, at

thofe two epochs of our voyage when it would have been moft advantageous for

them to have afted in concert.

CHAP. XIX. — Stay at Port Jackfon.

[From the 20th June to i8th November 1802.]

FROM what I have faid in the foregoing chapters, the reader will premlfe that our

arrival at Port Jackfon could then be no fubjed: of wonder ; but how much reafon had

we for aftonifhment on beholding the flourifliing ftate of this fingular and diftant

colony. The beauty of the port was the admiration of every one. " From an en-

trance," fays Commodore Phillips.—nor is there any exaggeration in this defcription,

—

" from an entrance not more than two miles broad. Port Jackfon widens gradually

into a great bafin, with fufficient depth of water for the largeft fhips, and fpacious

enough to contain ir, perfeft fafety all that could ever be coUefted here : nay, a thou-

fand fail of the line could manoeuvre in it with greateft eafe. It ftretches inland about

• How can this pcflibly be true ; Captain Hamelin being now but three weeks out from Port Jackfon,

where " the whole refources of the government were open to him," and where he had laid in a llock of

fielh provifions, to lall him till his arrival at the Ifle of France ? Tr.

9 thirteen
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thirteen miles in a weftern dircclion, and contains at leaft a hundred fmall creeks,

formed by very narrow tongues of land, which furnifh excellent fheker from all winds.

For fpacioufnefs and fafety. Port Jackfon is inconteftibly one of the fineft ports in the

world.

About the middle of this magnificent harbour, and on the fhore of one of its prin-

cipal coves on the fouthern fide, rifes the town of Sydney, the capital of the county

of Cumberland, and all the Englifli colonies in Auftralafia. Built on the flope of two

neighbouring hills, and traverfed lengthwife by a fmall rivulet, this rifing town has a

pleafing and picturefque appearance. To the right, and on the northei-n point of

Sydney Cove, is feen the Signal Battery, built on a rock of difficult accefs ; fix

pieces of cannon, protefted by a trench of turf, crofs the fire of another battery,

which we fliall preiently defcribe, and thus defend, in the moft efficacious manner, the

approach to the town and its peculiar port. Beyond, the large buildings of the hof-

pital prefent themfelves, capable of containing two or three hundred fick : among
thefe buildings, that efpecially is worthy of notice, of which all the pieces, fafhioned in

Europe, were brought in the veffels of Commodore Phillips, and which, a few days

after his arrival, was in a ftate to receive all the fick he had on board. On this fame

fide of the town, on the fea-fliore, is a very handfome warehoufe, clofe to which the

largefl: veffels come to difcharge their cargoes. In different private dock-yards, fmall

craft, and brigs of various tonnage, are on the flocks, intended for the internal or

exterior commerce of the colony : thefe veffels, of from 30 to 300 tons burthen,

arc exclufively conflruded of country timber, their marts even being the produce

of the Auflral forefts. It is noticed in Chap. XIV of this hidory, that the difcovery

of the flrait, which feparates New Holland from Diemen's Land, ^was elfcctcd by a

fimple whale-boat, commanded by M. Bafs, furgeon of the ihip Reliance. Con-

fecrated, as I may fay, by this grand difcovery, this bold navigation, M. Bafs's boat

is preferved in this port with a kind of religious refpett. Snuff-boxes made of its

keel are relics, of which the poffeffors are as proud as they are careful, and the go-

vernor himfelf imagined he could not make a more refpeftful prefent to our chief than

a piece of wood from this boat fet in a large filver etiii, round which were engraven

the particulars of the difcovery of Bafs's Strait.

Veffels belonging to individuals unload at the dock, called the Hofpital : beyond

the hofpital, and on a line with it, is the prifon, in which are feveral cells capable of

containing from 150 to 200 prifoners; it is furrounded by a lofty and llrong wall, and

protected night and day by a ftrong guard. At a little diltance thence is the ware-

houfe for wines, fpirits, fait provifions, and other fimilar articles ; fronting is the pa-

rade, where the garrifon every morning mufter to the found of a numerous and well-

appointed band belonging to the regiment of NewSouthWales. The whole of the weflem

fide of the fquare is occupied by the houfe of the lieutenant-governor, behind which is a

vail garden, equally interelling to the philofopher and the naturalift, on account of the

great number of ufeful vegetables tranfported thither from all quarters of the globe by

its prefent refpedablc proprietor IVI. Paterfon, member of the Royal Society of Lon-

don, and a diflinguiihed traveller. Between the houfe and the magazine of which I

am fpeaking, is the public fchool : there, are inffrucled in the principles of religion,

morality and virtue, thofe young girls, the hopes of the growing colony, whole pa-

rc^nts, of nature too corrupt or too poor, could not themfelves educate with fullicient

care; there, under refpedable tutoreffes, they have at an early age inculcated into them

to khow, refped, and cherilh the duties of a good mother. But let me not antici-

pate one of the moft aflccling pidurcs wc have to prefent to oui,- readers, but rather

rcforve
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referve the particulars of this venerable inflitution for the chapter in which I fiiall

prefent, in an aggregate view, tlie fine fyftcni of colonization purfued on thefe fliores.

At the rear of the houle of the lieutenant governor, in a very large warehoufe, are

dcpofitcd all the dry provifions and flour belonging to the government : this is a fort

of public granary, efpecially dcfigned for the maintenance of the troops, and thofe who
j-eceive their fubfiflcnce from the ftate. Along the whole extent of the principal

fquare, called Sydney-fquare, are the barracks, in front of which are feveral pieces

of field artillery : the buildings, containing the apartments of the officers, form the

lateral parts of this fquare, and the powder-magazine is in the middle. Near this fpot,

in a fmall houfe belonging to an individual, the thief civil and military officers are

accuflomed to alfemble ; it is a kind of cofFee-houfe maintained by general fubfcription,

in which different games are played, efpecially billiards.

Behind the parade, which I have previoufly defcribed, rifes a large fquare tower,

v.'hich ferves as an obfervatory for fuch of the Englifh officers as ftudy aftronomy : at

the foot of this tower are laid the foundations of the church, of which it is intended

for the belfry ; but a llruclure of this defcription, exading a large expence, many
hands, and much time, the governors have hitherto neglected to profecute if, pre-

ferring the formation of thofe eftablifliments more immediately indifpenfible for the

exiftence and profperity of the colony. Till the church {hall be completed, divine

fervice is performed in one of the halls of the large wheat magazine belonging to

government. Two handfome wind-mills on the fummit of the weilern hill terminate

on this fide the feries of the principal public buildings.

On the fmall rivulet that runs through the town, at the time we were there, was a

wooden bridge, which, by means of a fubftantial caufeway, occupied, as I may fay, the

bottom of the valley, through which the flream flows*. We fhall crofs this bridge,

in order to take a curfory view of the eaftern portion of Sydney town.

At the eaftern point of the cove is a fecond battery, the fire of which, as we have

before obferved, croffes that of the Signal battery. On the ftiore, proceeding towards

the town, fmall falt-ponds are feen, at vi'hich fome Americans, fettled for this purpofe

at Port Jackfon ever fince 1795, manufadure by evaporation part of the fait employed

in the colony. Beyond, and towards the bottom of the port, is the dock called

Government Dock, on account of its being' exclufively appropriated for the vefTels of -

government. Between this dock and the falt-ponds, is the careening place for {hip-

ping. The wharf naturally flopes in fuch a manner that, without any labour or

expence on the part of the Englilh, the large{l ve{l'els can be laid up without

danger.

Near the Government Dock, are three public magazines : in one are {lowed all

articles requifite for domeflic ufe, fuch as potter's-ware, furniture, utenfils of all kinds

for the kitchen. Sec. farming infliuments, &c. &c. The number of articles is truly

immenfe, and the mode of delivery is marked by wifdom and liberality. On thefe

di{tant {hores, in fad, European merchandize bears fuch an extravagant price, that it

would have been next to impoffible for the populace here to procure thofe articles

indifpenfible for obtaining the firfl wants of life : the Engli{h government, to remedy
this, delivers from its plentiful {lock whatever is required, at {fated prices, fome even

inferior to thofe given for the fame articles in Europe. But, in order to prevent the

* This wooden bridge has been removed fince our leaving Sydney town to make room for a new ftone

bridge ; at the fame time a water-mill has been conftrufted at this fpot by government, and ftrong fluices

have been made, as well to keep back the frefh water, as to reRrain the incurfion of the tide which nfed to

flow a confiderablc diftance up the valley.

8 fpeculations
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fpeculations of greedy men, and dilapidation, no one can receive any thing from thefe

Itores without anorder fpecifying what is to be delivered to him. In a neighbouring

ftore-houfe are kept different clothing, as well for the troops as convicts ; here alfo is

ftore of fail-cloth and cordage for the government (hips, 'lk.2 lafl; of the three edifices

is a public work-houfe, where the female convicts and prifoners are kept at labour.

Behind thefe warchoiifes ftands the governor's houfe, built in the Italian ftyl?,

furrounded by a colonnade equally fimple and elegant, and having in front a very

beautiful plantation which flopcs down to the fea-fliore : already in this plantation are

combined a great variety of trees ; the pine of Norfolk Illand, and the fuperb Columbia,

rife by the fide of the bamboo of Afia ; farther on, the orange of Portugal, and the fig

of the Canaries, ripen beneath the fliade of the apple-tree from the banks of the Seine

;

the cherry, peach, pear, and apricot, are confounded with the bankfia, metrofederos,

corneas, melateucas, cafuarinas, eucalypti, and a number of other indigenous trees.

Beyond the government-garden, and on the back of a neighbouring hill, is the wind-

mill, flaughter-houfe, and ovens, belonging to government ; the laft, elpecially, dt-

figned for baking of fea-bifcuit, and capable of furnifhing daily from 15 to iSoolb .

Not far from a neighbouring cove, at a fpot called by the natives Wallamoola, is the

charming dwelling of the commiffary-general of government, IMr. Palmer : the

grounds are watered by a rivulet of frefh water, which tails into the extremity of a cove

that forms a very fafe and commodious port. Here it is that Mr. Palmer caufes thofe

fmall vefTelsto be built he employs in the whale and feal fifhery off New Zealand, and
in Bafs's Strait. The neighbouring brick-ground, likewife, furnilhes a confiderable

number of tiles, bricks, and fquare tiles for the public and private buildings of the

colony.

At a little diftance to the fouth of Sydney Town, on the left of the high road to

Paramatta, are the remains of the firfl gallows raifed in New Holland. Driven from
its fite, as I may fay, by the fprcading of the houfes, this gallows has been replaced

by another in the fame direction, contiguous to the village of Brick Field. This vil-

lage, compofed of about two fcore houfes, has feveral manufactories of tiles, pottery,

Fuenza ware, &c. ; its pofition is pleafing, and the neighbouring lands lefs fterile than

the vicinage of Sydney Cove, repay with greater interefl the various culture intrc-

duced into thefe diffant climates. The great road to Paramatta paffes through the

middle of Brick Field, which alfo is croffcd by a fmall rivulet before its fall into the ex-

tremity of a neighbouring cove. Between this village and Sydney Town is the public

burial ground, already remarkable for foute very large tombs, executed in a (lyle much
fuperior to what could be cxpetled from the flate of the arts in the colony, and the

recency of its foundation.

A variety of objects equally interefting at the fame time * prefented themfelves befo; e

us : in the port we faw feveral veffels recently arrived from different quarters of the

world, the majority of them deftined for new and hazardous voyages. Here, from the

banks of the Thames or the Shannon, fome about to proceed to the foggy fhores of

New Zealand, and others, after landing the freight configned by the government of

England for the colony, about to fail for the Yellow River of China ; fome laden with

coal intended for the Cape of Good Hope and India ; many of fmaller built ready to

depart for Bafs's Strait, to collect the furs and fkins obtained there by men left on the

different iflands to take the amphibii who make them their refort: Other velTels again of

greater burthen and ftrength, and well armed, were intended for the wefteru (hores of

• Wc obferved what is above related.

VOL. XI. 5 3c America,



go6 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS.

America, deeply laden with merchandize, for a contraband trade with the inhabitant?

of Peru. Here again one was equipping for the rich traffic in furs on the north-weft

coaft of America ; there all was buftlc to fit out ftore-fhips for the Navigators, Friendly,

and Society Ulands, to bring back, to the colony the exquifite fait pork, of thofe iflands.

At the fame inftant the intrepid M. Flinders, after effefting a jundion with his confort

the Lady Nelfon, was preparing to refumc his grand voyage round New Holland, a
voyage afterwards terminated by thegreateft difaflers *. Already the road to Port Jack-

fon had become familiar to the Americans, and their flag was inceffantly flying in

this port throughout the whole courfe ofour ftay.

This aflemblage of grand operations, this conftant movement of the fhipping, im-

prefled on thefe (hores a charafter of importance and aftivity which we were far from
expefting in a country fo lately known to Europe, and the intereft it excited increafed

our admiration.

Nor lefs was the population of the colony a fubjeft with us for wonder and medita-

tion. Never perhaps was a more worthy fubjecl prefented for the flady of the ftatef-

man or philofopher, never perhaps has the happy influence of focial inftitutions been
evinced in a more ftrlking or honourable manner, than in thefe diftant fliores. Here
thofe formidable pefts, fo long the terror of their country, are found collecled to-

gether : outcafts from European fociety, baniflied to the extremity of the globe, and
from the firft inftant of their exile placed between the certainty of puniftiment and the

hope of a happier fate, conftantly under a vigilance as inflexible as adtive, they have
been fain to renounce their anti-focial habitudes. The majority, after having expiated

their crimes by a rigorous flavery, have entered again into the rank of citizens. Forced
to become interefted in the maintenance of order and juftice, to maintain the property

they have acquired ; and become almoft at the fame inftant huftjandsand fathers, they

are bound to their prefent condition by the moft powerful as by the deareft of ties.

Like is the revolution, produced by fimilar means, among the female fex ; and the

once wretched proftitute, brought by infenfible degrees to a more regular mode of
condufl:, now becomes the mother of a family at once intelligent and inclined to toil.

* Allufions to thefe before has been made, but the moft terrible difafter, and that which (lamps infamy
on the Governor Du Caen and on the French government, who, years after application, refufed an order

for his releafe, was the imprifonment of Captain Flinders during fis years and upwards at the Ifle of
France. What a contraft does this circumttance afford between the two governments ! The French na-

vigators were treated like brethren, and relieved from their diftreffes at Port Jackfon : the hand of death

was flopped by Britilh interpofuion when uprcared to ftrike its viftims ; and the renovated French,
after experiencing " the moft delicate and generous hofpitality, were fent away amply ftored for their

voyage." Captain Flinders, the Englirti navigator on a fimilar expedition, after one fhip being con-
demned at Port Jackfon, and the other loft at fea, made the Ifle of France in a fmall veffel of 29 tons.

The French navigators had arrived there before him ; their reception by the Englifh at Sydney Cove, and
every where on the ifland and at fea, was known at the Ifle of France ; the French gentlemen on board the

Naturalifte and the Geographe, (among which certainly was M. Peron,) had not been filent ; they had
extolled in even higher terms than it merited the kindnefs they had received, and warmly fpoke of the ci-

vility, the intrepidity, and flcill of Captain Flinders. Reader, in return for the hofpitality of the Englifli,

though known in his real charaderlo the governor, Captain Flinders was treated as a fpy, fhut up in a
clofe room at Port Louis at a time the fun was vertical, and when frcfh air was ftated by the furgeon who
attended him for the furvey, to be indifpenfible, for ^fteen weeks ; and, only at the interccflion of the

worthy Captain Bergeret, after that period, as a favour, was transferred to the prifon where other officers

were kept, tifve he hngm(hed fevenleen monl/^s longer, and when a cartel was eftablifhed for an exchange
of prifoners between this ifland and India, Captain Flinders was the only one excluded from its benefit.

After this period, to fave the trouble of a guard for only one prifoner, he was indeed allowed to live in the

interior of the ifland, but continually experienced marks of the tyrannical caprice of the governor for four
years and a half longer, in fpite of aU interccflion for his releafe. Reader ! the name of this favage go-
vernor was Du Caen. He is now our prifoner, and In hhnfelf has to experience the difference of the civili-

zation and humanity of the two nations. Tr.

ID But
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But not only in the moral charafter ofthcfo women do we notice this important

change : their phyfical condition likewife undergoes r. modification at once fuited to en-

lighten the legiflator and the naturalift, and which on this account merits further de-

tail. It is known to every one that common proftitutes in large capitals very rarely

have children : at PcteiflDurgh as at Madrid, at Paris as in London, pregnancy is al-

mofl a phenomenon among courtezansof this defcription, although, by any thing that can

be gathered from them, no other reafon is afligned but a want of aptitude for con-

ception. The difficulty of experiments had hitherto left undecided how far this bar-

renncfs is to be attributed to the mode of life of thefe women, and whether it is liable

to removal by reformation of conduft ; but both thefe problems have been refolved by

the occurrences in this fmgular fettlement. After one or two years' refidence at Port

Jackfon moft of the Englifh proftitutes become remarkably prolific ; and what, in my
opinion, evidently proves that this effeft is lefs to be afcribed to the climate than a

change of life in thefe women, is the circumftance that thofe whom the police fuffer

to continue their Ihameful courfes, remain as in Europe conftantly barren. We may
hence therefore deduce this double axiom, of fuch importance in phyfiology,— that

excefs of venery impairs the organs of woman, and exhaufts her fenfibility to that de-

gree as to render her incapable of conceiving ; and that, to reftore to thofe organs their

priftine funftions, all that is required is abftinence from this deftruftive excefs, and a

fubftitution of that moderation which conftitutes the real pleafure of enjoyment, as

that alone can lengthen its duration.

While thefe different objects were the fubje£l of deepeft meditation with us, all the

officers and citizens of the colony were affiduous in remedying our misfortunes, and m
their efforts to make us forget them. Our numerous fick, admitted into the hofpitals

of government, were attended with niceft care by the Englifh furgeons. M. Thomfon,

chief phyfician of the colony, himfelf prefcribed for them, and was unremitting in his

vifits. Whatever the country afforded was placed at our difpofal. The governor-

general gave our commander an unlimited credit on the public trcafury, and delivered

to him printed bills on the government, with blanks, which he was at liberty to fill up

with whatfoever fum he found neceffary ; and thefe bills, without any other guarantee

than the fignature of the French commodore, were received by the citizens with a con-

fidence highly honourable to the government of our country *. Our fait provifions,

our taffia, (bad rum) and bifcuit, were expended ; in recruiting our ftock of thefe im-

portant articles every facility was afforded, and oftentimes were the government's ftores

opened to us for obtaining fuch articles the merchants could not fumifli. Thanks to

affiftance fo ample, we were enabled to new clothe our crew, who were in want of every

• Here is another miftake : though certainly in many refpe£ls a good natura)i(l, when he touches on

things without his immediate province, M. Pcron wades beyond his depth. Nothing Icfs than a comph'-

mcnt to the French government was intended by tlic colonifts who accepted thcie bills ; if they were go

vernment bills (ceduks royales) which M. Baudm had given him by the governor, the bills had the go-

vernment ftamp, and were received becaufe the receivers knew they would have value for them with the

Englidi government, unlefs they were forged. Now forgery in New South Wales is punifhed with death,

ifdetefbed; the vigilance of the police iiifures detcAion, as is before obferved ; and the gallows, as like-

wife is noticed by M. Peron, is at hand. Separate from thefe confiderations, the colonitts could not imagine

other than that the French commodore had had thefe bills given him by the governor as the reprefcntative

of government; and they confequently looked to him for payment, without in the flightcll degree re-

garding in the tranfnftlon that French government, in which, according to M. Peron, the acceptance in

payment of thefe bills was " une contiance bien honorable." Tr.

5 /. 2 thing
J
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thing; to repair our two (hips ; to buy a third ; and finally to refume the continuatlon

of our voyage.

In the mean time our fcientific refearches met with every encouragement. An
Englifh guard was mounted to proteft our obfervatory, placed on the nor'h point of

the eaftern fide of Sydney Cove. The whole country was open to the incurfions of the

naturalilts. Though fo rarely permitted, even to the inhabitants of thefe regions, we,

as well as our people, were allowed to carry our fufils
;
guides and interpreters were

appointed to attend us in our longer incurfions : in fliort, the procedure of the Eng-

li(h government here, with refpedl to us, was fo noble, fo generous, that to fail in

the acknowledgment of our gratitude on this occafion would prove us void of every

principle of honour and juftice *.

Imitating thofe in power, all the colonifts treated us with the mofl delicate kindnefs.^

Each of them, no doubt mindful of the noble procedure of France with refped: to the

veffels of Cookf and Vancouver |, feemed emulous of acquitting himfelf a part of the

honourable debt of the Englifh nation towards our own. Oftentimes did they repeat

with complacency that excellent maxim, which France firfl. infcribed on the code of

European nations :
'' Caufa fc'ientiarum, caitfa popiiloram." %

In the mean time the main objefl: of our flay at Port Jackfon was profecuted by all

with equal ardour. While the failors were repairing the damages fuftained by our vef-

lels, and coUefting ftores for the voyage, the naturalifls extended their refearches to

every portion of the phyfical hiftory of this interefling country. The fcurvy , which had

ftiffened my fwoUen joints, already began to give way to the genial influence of good

nourifhment and of the climate : I direfted my firfl fteps towards Botany Bay, the

mouth of which is fome leagues to the fouth of Port Jacldbn. A broad and commo-

dious road runs from Sydney Town to this bay : all the intermediate country is arid,

fandy, apparently unadapted to any fpecies of culture, and confequently is deflitute of

any European dwellings. The ground, after rifing into the lofty hill, at the foot of which

is Mr. Palmer's feat, flopes into a fandy plain extending to the marfhy banks of Cook's

River. Different fpecies of hakea, ftyphelia, eucalyptus, bankfia, embothryum, and

cafuarina, fpring up among the fands ; and large plots are exclufively covered with the

xan^horrea, whofe gigantic ears fprout at the height of fix to feven meters
||
from the

* No author, whofe work has pafTed through the Imperial prefs, hTS prefumtd, wiih the exception of

M. Pcron, however it may have been deferved, to fpeak thus highly of any thing Engh'lh. M. Peroii

died fhortly after the publication of thisfirft volume ; and the ffcond, though printed three years back,

has not yet been publifhed. Ta.

f To the honour of the court of France, on occaGon of the 3d voyage of Captain Cook, then on his

return home, the following refcript, dated igth March 1779, was fent by M. Sartrne, at that time

fecretary of marine, to all commanders of French (hips: " Captain Cook, who failed from Plymouth in

July 1776, on board the Refolution, in company with the Difcovery, Captain Gierke, in ordtr to in-

Teftigate thecoaHs, iflands, and feas of Japan and California, being on the point of returning to Europe,

and refearches of fimilar nature being of univerfal utility ; it is the King's pleafure that Captain Cook (hall

be treated as a commander of a neutral and friendly power ; and tha^ all captains of armed veffels, &c. who

may meet that celebrated navigator, fhall make him acquainted with thefe orders of the King ; but at the

fame time admonifli him that he mull refiain from all hoftilities." Tr.

1 At a time when every principle of juftice was difregarded in France, the National Corrvention enadled

alaw, ord.iiniiin- rcfpeft to be fhewn to the veffels of Vancouver, and that they (hould have all affillance

rendered them ihcy might need.—M. Pf. ron. Thus even the National Convention, when every principle

of juflice was difregarded in France, refpefled more the laws of nations and humanity than has done the

ijtefent fovcreign in the inftance of Captain Flinders before noticed. Tr.

J The caufe of fcience is the people's caufe. H ii,i to 23 Engli(h feet.

ground.
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ground. In the diftance rifes the fmoak of different fires ; they are thofe of the unfor-

tunate hordes who dwell on thefe gloomy fliores.

On approaching Botany Bay the ground gradually declines, and finks at length into

dangerous marfhc-s, formed by the fait water of Cook River northward, and that of the

river St. George towards the fouth. Thefe marfhes are of fuch vaft extent and fome-
timcs fo deep, as in different parts to be impaflable towards the fea. On the margin
of them, and along the banks of both the rivers mentioned, vegetation is exceedingly

flcwjrifhing ; thoufands of trees of different kinds, and numerous fhrubs crowded to-

gether, have an enchanting appearance, and prefent fuch a fhew of fertility, that Cap-
tain Cook and his illuflrious companions themielves were deceived by it. Much, indeed,

is wanting in this celebrated bay to juftify thofe hopes conceived of it from their bril-

h'ant defcription. Choked by large fand-banks, and open to the eafl and fouth winds,

it is not itfelf fafeon all occafions ; while the marfhy quality of the neighbourhood ren-

ders it at once infalubrious and unfit for general cultivation. Hence Commodore Phil-

lips, after furveying Port Jackfon, fpeedily abandoned Botany Bay ; and from that

time no other eftablifhment has been preferved there than a kiln for burning* lime,

which isfupplied by fhells found on this coaft in great abundance. Botany Bay and its

vicinage arc known to the aborigines by the name of Gwea, and to this part belongs the

tribe of favages called Gwea-Gal, who acknowledge for their chief lien-nil-long, an
individual the interefting hiftory of whom will be given elfewhere.

About twenty-five miles weff of Sydney Cove is the town of Rofe Hill, or Para-

matta ; this I early vifited, accompanied by the chief phyfician of the Naturalifle,

M. Bellefin ; a ferjeant of the regiment of New South Wales ferved us for a guide, and
by order of Colonel Patcrfon was direfted to procure us the means of ext-^nding our
refearches as far as pofTible. A high road leads from Sydney Town to Paramatta : without

being paved it is handfome, and well kept, and in almofl every part is wide enough to

admit three carriages abreaft : bridges have been thrown over thofe fpots neceffary, and
the progrefs of the traveller meets with no impediment. Cut through the middle of

thofe vaft forefls fo long refpetted by the axe, this high road prefents to view an im-

menfe avenue of trees and verdure. Beneath thefe tufty fliades a grateful coolnefs reigns

perpetually; and their filent quietude is alone difturbed bv the cries and frolics of

ihining parroquets, and the other aii^ inhabitants of the forcit.

The country to Rofe Hill is almolf generally flat, being chequered only by a few
gentle rifings. Proportionally to the dilfance from the fea it becomes lefs fterile, and
the vegetable reign prefents more varied produce. In fome places there are larger in-

tervals between the trees ; here a very flender and odoriferous herbage carpets the fur-

face with verdure : amid thefe paflures it is thofe numerous flocks of fheep are reared

we fhall notice in another part. The mild temperature of thefe climates, and the pecu-

liar and plcafing fragrance of the chief part of their food, have proveil fo congenial to

thefe valuable animals, that the finelt races of Spain and England alike fucceed ; nor

have they to dread the ravage of the wolf, for neither wolves nor any obnoxious ani-

mal whatever exifl: in the country to moleft them. Already, as is laid, does the wool

of thefe antardfic flocks exceed the rich fleece of the Allurias, and the F.nglifli manu-
fafturers pay for it a higher price than for Spanifh wool. In the general pidure of the

colonies of the Englifli in Aultralafia I fhall dwell more at length on this article ; one
which promifes to Great Britain a new branch of commerce at once eafy of prafticc

and lucrative.

On the way, at intervals, the forcft opens, and lands of various extent, redeemed

from fliadcs, arc feen brought into culture ; the traveller diflinguifhes comfortable

dwellings,
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dwellings, (hlelded by umbrageous and elegant trees : he contemplates with much
emotion thefe new fields, on which the flender gramina of the north rife on the wreck

of the mighty eucalyptus ; and fees delighted fo far from their native plains the mod
ufeful animals of his cheriflied home. Here the large dew-lapped bull bounds with a

vigour exceeding even that of its famous Irifli fire ; the cow, more fecund in thefe lefs

chilly climes, yields milk, in larger portions than what flie does in ours ; the Englifh

horfe here fhews an equal Itrength and equal fpirit with that on the banks of the

Thames ; while the hog of Europe is improved by numerous croffes with that of the

South Seas, which furpafles it in Ihape, in lard, and flefli. Neither have all kinds of

poultry fucceeded lefs than larger animals, the farm-yards fwarming with numerous

varieties of turkies, geefe, fowl, ducks, pheafants, &c., many of which are preferable

to the fineft in Europe.

Still more is the traveller interefted on vifiting the interior of the houfes. Beneath

thefe rural fheds, in the midfl: of deeped forefts, dwell now in peace thofe men whofe

lawlefs life was formerly the dread of Europe, men familiarized with and living but by

crimes, to whofe atrocities there feemed to be no end but that which punifliment and

death fhould put : here dwelt fwindlers, thieves, and knaves of all defcription -, worth-

lefs vermin which feem to multiply the more, the more fociety improves : all thefe

wretches, the refufe and diflionour of their country, by the mod inconceivable of me-
tamorphofes, become laborious hufbandmen, and peaceful and happy fubjeds. In faft,

murder or robbery are things unheard of in the colony, where in thefe refpeds the mod
perfect fafety reigns. Happy effed of the laws, equally rigid and beneficent, by which

it is governed, and to which we diall have occafion to revert in another portion of the

work. 's

The more at our eafe to enjoy this intereding fcene, M. Bellefin and myfelf fre-

quently entered their rural abodes. Every where we met with the mod obliging wel-

come ; and as we noticed the tender care of the mothers for their children, and con-

fiderfed that, but a few years before thefe fame women, void of every tender and deli-

cate feeling, were nothing but abandoned proditutes, this unufual revolution in their

moral conduft gave origin to refleftions of the mod gentle and philanthropic nature.

At length we came within fight of Paramatta, fituated in the middle of a pleafant

plain, on a cognominal river which admits the navigation of boats thus high. This

town, of lefs extent than Sydney Town, confids of i8o houfes, which form a very

large dreet parallel with the river, and cut at right angles by an inferior one, ter-

minated at one end by a done bridge and at the other by the church. This lad edifice,

the drudure of which is mean and heavy, was not yet completed when we vifited the

town ; and the progrefs towards its completion is flow, as the governors of the colony,

withreafon, confider other neceffary works of greater importance ; hofpitals, for ex-

ample, prifons, work-houfes, clearing of land, the fifhery, fliip-building, &c. on
which in preference the convids and the funds of the colony are chiefly employed.

At one of the extremities of the great dreet of Paramatta are barracks, capable of

receiving from 250 to 300 infantry ; they are built of brick in fliape of a horfe-flioe,

and embrace a large fpace, kept in excellent order and well covered with fand, where
the troops parade. The force at this time at Paramatta confided of 120 men of the

regiment of New South Wales, under the command of Captain Piper.

The entire population of Paramatta, comprehending the garrifon and inhabitants of

the neighbouring farms, almod the whole of whom are addided to agriculture, tending

cattle, and a few mechanical employments, may be computed at from 1400 to 1500 *.

• In 1796 the population of Paramatta was 975 ; and at that time the town had not been founded

above eight years.

Here
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Here is a well appointed hofpital, of which M. D'Arcy Wentworth is chief phyfician,

a tolerably ftrong prifon, a work-houfe for female convidts, a public fchool for girls, &c.

This town is moreover the refidence of ajuftice of the peace for the county of Cum-
berland, and is intended to be the principal feat of the civil adminiflration of the colony,

Sydney continuing to be that for what may relate to navigation, commerce, and war.

Towards the weftcrn extremity of the main ftrcet of Paramatta is Rofe Hill, whence
the town firfl received its name ; but that of Paramatta given by the natives to this

part of the country generally prevails, even among the Englifh themfelves. The
whole eaftern part of Rofe Hill prefents an extremely gentle flope towards the town,

on which is the garden of government. There interefting experiments for the natu-

ralization of exotics are purfued with ardour ; and there are collected the moft re-

markable indigenous plants, intended to enrich the royal gardens at Kew ; thence alfo

have been imported into England thofe which it has latterly acquired, and which have

proved fuch valuable acquisitions to the botanical works of that country. A well-

informed botanlft, M. Cayley, fent from Europe, has the fuperintendance of the gar-

den ; and the learned Colonel Paterfon, to whom New South Wales is indebted for

this eftablifhmcnt, has conftantly taken great intereft in its improvement.

The fide of Rofe Hill oppofite to Paramatta is fteep, and forms a large crefcent,

which at firll fight might be taken for the efFed: of human labour. At the foot of this

fingular hill runs a ftream, of little confequence in general, but which, at the period of

inundations, fo frequent and fo terrible in thefe climates, is fwoUen fo as greatly to

damage the neighbouring plantations.

On the fuiiimi' of Rofe Hill ftands the government-houfe of Paramatta *
; it is

fimpL, elegant, and wel! planned but receives its chief recommendation from its fite,

which coi.;m-iids ihe town, its meadows, the neighbouring woods, and the river. This

houfe is commonly uninhabited ; but its apartments and furniture are fo contrived that

as often as the governor and lieutenant-governor came to Paramatta they canbecom-
modioufly accommodated, as well as their fauiilics and fuite.

To add an additional charm to fuch a beautiful fite, the Englifh governors planted

here the firft vineyards formed in the colony : if the vine had fucceeded on the back of

the crefcent which I have noticed, the government-houfe would then have been fur-

rounded on this point by a rich amphitheatre of clufters of grape and verdure; but

experience unfortunately has proved that the fite was the leaft adapted of any that

could have been chofen for this fpecies of culture, for a portion of the hill is expofed

to the north-wcfl winds, the moll dreaded of any in this part of New Holland.

Hence, notwithllanding the promife of fucccfs held forth for plantations of this

defcription by the temperature of the climate and nature of the foil, the refult of the

experiments, made at confiderable coft, have hitherto been of a very difcouraging nature.

In vain have the befl plants of the Cape of Good Hope, of the Canaries, Aladeira,

Xeres, and Bourdcaux,becn introduced here ; in vain the molt intelligent vine-dreflers

of Europe been employed ; the adivity and intelligence of thefe men have been rendered

abortive by the terrible N. W, winds. On a fecond trip to Paramatta, in company with

Colonel Paterfon, 1 had frequent opportunities of interrogating the vine-drelfers, two of

whom were from Bourdeaux ; all ot them agreed that the climate and foil peifedly fuitcd

the vine, but, in their opinion, as long as the govv rnnicnt perfifted in continuing the

plantation at Rofe Hill, it was impolfible they fliould fucceed. " In no part of the

world," obferved they, " does the vine Ihoot forth in greater llrength and vigour than

* This lioufc it called the Crefcent, from the lingular form of the hill on which it ftands.

here.
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here. Every thing for the fpace of two or three months combines to promife the

mofl bountiful vintage ; but foon as the flightefl: breeze from the N. W. is felt, all hope

is deflroyed ; buds, flowers, and leaves alike become the vidims of its fiery breathy and

wither and die away."

Taught by experience and the remonftrance of thefe vine-dreflers, Governor Kinj

has at length refolved to tranfport the vines to a part of the country fclected by thele

men, which feems likely to anfwer the moftfanguine expedlations.

Whatever be the refult of this new attempt, we may be fully aflured that the Englilh

government will not abandon the profecution of the culture of the vine; a culture which

Toon would be produclive of the greatefl: advantage, until every likelihood of fuccefs

Ihall have vaniflicd. In faft, by one of thofe chances difficult to comprehend, Great

Britain is the only one of the dominant maritime powers which does not produce wine,

either on its immediate territory or in its colonies, although the confuinption of this

article, on board its fleets and throughout the immenfe regions fubject to its empire, is

immenfe. Obliged to import enormous quantities of this beverage from Portugal,

[Sicily] and France, (he fees with regret a confiderable portion of her capital annually

abforbed by purchafes of this article, and is auxioufly folicitous of the means of freeing

herfelf from this onorous tribute *. It was chiefly with this view, as we have in a for-

mer part of the work obferved, that flie attempted during the laft war the conqueR of

the Canary iflands ; this alfo was one of her motives for twice attacking the Cape of

Good Hope. What fhe was unable to obtain, or what flie aflfuredly will only have

temporarily obtained by force of arms, fhe endeavours and hopes to effeO. by means of

her colonies in Aufl;ralafia ; and, notwiihftanding the obftacles I have recounted there

can be no doubt but ultimately flie will eff'eft her purpofe. But, without dwelling

longer on this point, let us return to the defl;rua:ive winds of the north-wefl:, which pre-

fent one of thofe numerous phenomena peculiar to New Holland ; the explanation or

even the exiftence of which feems, at variance with the leafl: difputed principles of the

general phyfics of great continents and their meteorological hiftory.

The county of Cumberland, which comprehends all the prefent eftablifli-

ments of Great Britain in New South Wales, is bounded on the eafl; by the wide

Auftral Ocean ; on the north by Broken Bay and the river Hawkefbury, of which we
fliall fliortly fpeak ; on the weft by a chain of mountains which, bending above Broken

Bay and below Botany Bay, furrounds in fliape of a crefcent the whole county. Thefe

• This aflertion is not proved by the meafures of the minidry j and it is even queftionablc whether any

financial regulations, the only ones that could in the prefent (late of affairs be adopted, would be effeftnal

to alienate the national tafle for the accullomed wines, and moft efpecially for that very infipid wine Red
Port : an experiment might yet be made ; the Cape of Good Hope belongs to us, and lands, which might

be cultivated to any extent, adapted to the culture of the vine. The plants indeed tranfported to the Cape

have in almoft every inilance changed their quality, but in fome for the better, efpecially the Madeira grape.

Cape Madeira, if it were generally known, and if the duty fhould be reduced (as it is the produftion of a colony

of our own)to the fame proportion with refpeft to Portugal wine as the duty of rum bears to that of brandy,

that is to fay, to two-thirds of the duty on Portugal wine, would be preferred to all other wines, port ex-

cepted, and might even compete for fale with that. It is equally ftrong with Madeira, pleafant to the tafte,

and poffcffes a brifl<nefs analagous to Champagne. While live millions annually, on the average of many of

the years lall paft, are paid by this country for the balance of its imports of grain and corn alone, it certainly

behoves the miniftry to leffcn as much as pofGble the further exit from the country of fpecie, efpecially when
its fcarcity is confidered ; and what mode would be more Iccure of this end, and at the fame time of calling

back ihe immenfe fums lately fent to Portugal and Spain, than rendering unneceffary the import of wines

from thefe countries, or at leafl leffening the quantity imported from them, a quantity amounting annually

to from 30 to ;6,ooo tons, and at the prefent extravagant prices drawing from the nation from 1 2 to

1500,000 pounds; this alfo, exclufive of wines carried by American and Britilh (hips to our foreign

poflsffions in the Eaft and Weft, from France, Portugal, Madeira and Spain. Tr.

I mou mains
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mountains are oniy a flender portion of the great chain which from the mofl: northern

cape of New Holland advances along the eaftern coafl of the continent to its fouthern

extremity,and is joined by thegroupes of Kents and Furncaux iflands, v\ith the frowning

mountains of Diemen's Land, which appear to be at once a prolongation of the former

and their conclufion.

With a general direftionylike the Cordelleras, from north to fouth, thefe mountains of

New Holland have a fmgular refcmblance in difpofition to the Andes of South America.

No one, indeed, is ignorant that this mighty chain approaches fo near to the weftern

fliores of South America that it leaves but a very narrow plain between its flanks and the

fea, while eaflward of this chain fprcad immenfe vallies, in midft of which roll the

amazing volumes of water that form the Plate, the Oronooko, and the Amazon rivers.

In New Holland nature has followed a fimilar but inverted plan to that in South

America. On the eaftern coaft here is found the chain of mountains of which we are

fpeaking : not only are very few traces of them perceptible on the weftern (hores, but

all that has been feen of this laft pare feems to announce that, in this direftion, plains

cxift analogous to thofe of Guinea, Brazil, and Paraguay. Unfortunately, betwcea

thefe plains and thofe of South America the difference is extreme : the former every

where covered with a rich and deep bed of vegetable earth, watered in all direflions

by large ftreams and innumerable rivers, exhibit the pleafing picture of unbounded
fertility ; while the difmal fhores on the weft of New Holland, covered with an arid

fand, deftitute of any river, and poflefiing merely fome few ftreams of freih water,

feem devoted by nature to the moft frightful ban^ennefs. It is, however, fufficient I

{hould have pointed out thefe grand phenomena in the phyfical conftitution of the

continent of which I treat
;

phenomena on which elfewhere I fliall more amply
dwell : to the mountains of Cumberland, previoufly, it is fit I fliould revert.

Thefe, although defignated officially by the names Carmarthen and Lanfdowne,

are fo generally known by the title of the Blue Mountains by the Englifli colonifts,

and by thofe authors who have treated of them hitherto, that it feems to me indifpen-

fable to mention them under this denomination.

In clear weather thefe mountains are readily diftinguiflied from the upper part of

Sydney Town, that is to fay, the diftance of fifty miles : they here prefent the appear-

ance of a blueifli curtain, raifed but in a fmall degree above the horizon, and the uni-

formity of which fcarcely admits fufpiciou of their confifting of different tiers. Seen

from the heights of Caftle Hill, that is to fay, five-and-twenty miles away, their fummits

appear lefs regular : at intervals fome bold peaks are perceived, and the different

tiers appear like fo many lines, rifing in height as they advance deeper into the country,

and the dull colour of which feems to indicate their being arid and bare.

Viewed from the vicinage of the Hawkefbury, at the diftance of but eight or ten

miles, " they rcfemble," lays M. Bailly, " a vaft curtain, which limits the horizon on

the north-weft : no break, no peak, varies the outline ; an horizontal line, above which

is diftinguifticd another regular tier of mountains of a browner lliade, depids the

melancholy afpe^t of thefe mountains." On advancing to the foot of thefe fame
mountains, M. Bailly obferved the fame uniformity in their length, the fame continuity

in their fummits ; the only break they prefent, in fail, in this part, is that from which

the river Groi'e precipitates; a river the iburce of which, as yet unknown, appears to

be at diftance in the interior of the mountains, and which, by its jundion with the

river Nepean, conftitutes the famous Hawkelbury River, of which we fliall have to

fay fo much in the courfc of this hiftory.

VOL. XI. 6 A The
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The height of the firft tier of the Blue Mountains exceeds not fro;n to 600
meters *

; their (Irufture confifts exclufively of the fame kind of quartzy freeftone

which forms the bale of the neighbourhood of Sydney Town, of the hills on which it

is fituate, and of the whole extent of country which from the fea-fhore fpreads to the foot

of the mountains. Wherever the Englifli have penetrated, they have found nothing

but this frceftone ; and, notwithftanding they have advanced in a direft line forty

miles into the mountains, they have never yet difcovered any kind of primitive rock.

AVe fliall, however, fee in a little time that, from colleftions made by M. Depuch and
- Bailly, in the deep bed of the river Hawkelbury, there can remain no doubt of the Blue

Mountains being fundanientally of primitive and granitic origin : but the numerous

obftacles we fliall have to recount have huherto prevented Europeans from reaching

the granitic plateaux of the interior.

The apparently flight elevation of the Blue Mountains, and their uniformity, not al-

lowing iheEngiidi at firft to fufpedt the difficulty of exploring them, they were fatisfied,

in the infancy of the colony, with fending a few men to fcale their fummits. At the

fame epoch, feveral convicts, feeking to free themfelves from flavery, endeavoured to

pafs this formidable barrier : fome of thefe died in the undertaking, and the others were

conftrained to abandon this fcheme of cnfranchifcment.

It was not until the month of December i 789, th it the government itfelf refolved

on attempting th^ir exploration. With this view, Lieutenant Dawes was difpatched

with a confiderable detachment of troops, and a ftock of provifions for ten days ; but

after much fatigue and many hazards, he returned to Port Jackfon, without having been

able to penetrate more than nine miles into the interior ot the mountains. Accordino-

to his account, his progrefs was flopped by impaflable ravines and chains of very lofty

rocks, exceedingly fteep and precipitous.

Eight months after the expedition of Lieutenant Davv^es, that is to fay, in the month
of Augufl: 1790, Captain Tench himfelf fet out with a very flrong efcorc of foldiers,

and all the articles requifite for renewing the attempt of paffing thefe mountains ; but

Captain Tench was not more fortunate than his predeceffor.

Difcouraged by the want of fuccefs, the Englifh government fulFered three years to

elapfe without making any new attempt ; and if fome few expeditions, equally fruitlefs,

made for the purpofe by individuals, be excepted, nothing was effected m the interval

towards the difcovery of the weftern country. The celebrated M. Paterfon at length

recalled the attention of government to the Blue Mountains, and he himfelf, in Sep-

tember 1793, was charged with the new expedition, to render which fuccefsful nothing

was neglected. The plan of M. Paterfon was, after reconnoitring the mouth of Broken
Bay, to afeend the river Hawkefbury as high as it is navigable., and thus at once reach

the foot of the mountains. To facilitate the navigation of the river, two extremely

light boats were conftructed, on board of which was embarked a plentiful ftore of

provifions, ammunition, ladders of cord, grapples, cordage, &c. A ftrong efcort of

ibldiers accompanied the colonel ; feveral of the moft intrepid highlanders of Scotland

were of the party ; and fome of the natives of Port Jackfon were to ferve as guides :

finallv, M. Paterfon himfelf was habituated from earlicft infancy to climbing the fteepeft

mountains of Scotland, where he was born, and had become iamiliarized, by his long

travels in the midfl of Africa, with all the incidental privations of a fimilar excurfion :

thus, as is premifed, nothing which could enfurc the effeduation of the object of the

* 13CO to 2COJ feet.

enterpi'izfi
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enleipiize was omitted. Still the obflaclesand ditliculii's met with rendered null all the

the preparations made, and M. Paterfon was not more fortunate than the previous ad-

venturers. After difcovcring the river Grofe, which falls into the Hawkelbury above

Richmond-Hill, he advanced farther into the country the fpace of abuar 10 miles,

afcending feveral catarads, one of which ran at the rate of from lo to 12 miles in the

hour. Shortly after, navigation became impracticable ; one of the two boats funk, and

the other grounded on fome trunks of trees which ohllructed the courfe of the river.

In vnin did the party continue to advance ; the number of the catara -fs encie iftid, one
of them falling from a perpendicular height of 130 meters* ; frightful precipices fur-

rounded them on all fides ; one ridge of mountains furmounted ferved but to (lievr

others, ilill increafing in aridity, and in difficulty to fcale : at length it became necolfary

to return. In front ofthefpot which the party reached was a very large peak, deno-

minated Hai-rington Peak by Colonel Paterfon. On this excurfion it was that the

colonill:; had their firfl; communication with the Ba-dia-Gal, a fingular people, who live

in the Vicinage of the Hawkefbury River, and who ditfer from the natives of Port

Jacklon and thofe of Botany Bay in manners, language, .mode of life, and above all, in

a fingularly remarkable charaderiftic of their phyfical conformation : all the individuals

of tliis race have then- arms and thighs difproportionately long with refpetl to the rcfl

of the bouy. But as obiervations of this kind will with more propriety be prefented

in a different part of this work, among others, I (hall continue the hiftbry of thefe fin-

gular mountains.

A year had not yet clapfed before other adventurers fcaled thefe mountains f. The
mdivi^iual who attetnpted the defperate undertaking of palFmg them, was the quartor-

mafter of the Sirius, one Hacking, an intrepid and fpirited man, who was accompanied

by others of equally determined characl:er. Ten days wore employed by this party in

feeking a pal's ; their efforts were not altogether mifpent : they penetrated about 20

miles farther than thole by whom they had been preceded, but ultimately were forced

to return. Beyond the ilill.rent peaks difcovered by Hacking, tiie mountains prefented

flill additional tiers, which he deemed even more difticult to furmount than thofe he had

paffed ; from north to louth they formed an immenfe bulwark, and were frightfully

arid, ilie interior peaks confilted ol a redJifh freellone of ferruginous nature.

Among thefe mountains but one favage was difUnguilhed, who, at the fight of the

Englilh, tied with precipitation : the only fpecies of quadruped feen was a fort of

red kanguroo, hitherto unknown to naiuralills, and which will doubtlefs form one

of the molt curious fpecies of this genus of animals, fo remarkable in its form and

habitudes.

Among the mofl intcrefling characters of this Auffral colony muft be placed M. Bafs,

furgeou of the Reliance, who, in a llij^ht whale-boat, dared to venture on an unknown
fea and d feovercd the famous ftrait to which his name was affixed by public gratitude.

This extraordinary pcrfonage was alfo iblicitous of attempting to pals the Blue Moun-
tains ; and in the month ol June 1796 fet off lor the purpofe, accompanied by a fmall

number of men, on whole courage and ikill he could depend. Never in an attempt of

this kind was great,.r hardihood dilplayed. With his teet and hands armed with iron

hooks, M. Bafs feveral times climbed the moll Iteep and horrible mountains. Re-

peatedly Hopped by precipices, he caufed hhnfelf to be let down them with cords.

Great as this zeal, it was ot no coidequence ; and alter fifteen days of fatigue and uii-

paralleled danger, M. Bafs returned to Sydney, confirming further by his inefficiency

• 426 Enjlilh ftrct. f In Augull 1794.
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the impraiElicability of penetrating beyond thefe fingular mountains. From the fummit

of a very elevated peak, which he afcended, M. Bafs difcovered before him, at the

diftancc of 40 or 50 miles, another chain of mountains of a fuperior elevation to any

of thofe he had hitherto paffed, and the intermediate fpace prefented obftacles and dan-

gers equally great with thofe in his rear. In this perilous excurfion the party fuffered

exceedingly irom thirft, their provifion of water being expended, and no means of

recruiting it being found in thefe arid mountains. " When," faid M. Bafs to me, " we
by chance difcovered any moid earth or mud in the crevices of rocks, we applied

our handkerchiefs to the furface, and fucked as forcibly as poffible, in order to imbibe

the remaining moifture."

Such, to the period of our arrival at Port Jackfon, had been the refult of the dif-

ferent efforts to pafs the Blue Mountains. Tired of the expence and fruitlefTnefs of

the enterprise, the Engllfh government for fome years ceafed to regard it as a matter

of any confequence. My companions and niyfelf, however, fucceeded in perfuading

Governor King, towards the clofe of our ftay, that is to fay, in Oftober 1802, to iflue

orders for a renewal of the undertaking. The direction of the expedition was con-

fided to M. Bareillier, a French emigrant, an engineer belonging to the colony, and
aide-de-camp to the governor. I was myfelf anxious to accompany this party, but
M. King did not conceive himfclf juflified in extending his complaifance fo far as to

grant me permiflion. To the different precautions ufed on anterior expeditions, was
fuperadded the ingenious plaii of flationing fmall ports at various intervals, increafing

in number in proportion to the advance into the interior of the mountains, and thus

forming an adlive chain of communication between the advancing party and the neareft

Englifli eftablifhment. The fame fate which attended the others awaited the attempt

of M. Bareillier ; it does not even appear that he was able to penetrate fo far as fome
of his predeceffors. From this wearifome excurfion he brought back only a fmall

number of fpecimens of freeftone, fimilar to that of the fea-fhore, and of the inter-

vening fpace between it and the mountains.

What is more fingular in the hiflory of thefe mountains, the natives of this country
know as little of them as the Europeans. All agree in the impoffibility of clearing

this weflern barrier ; and what they relate of the country beyond proves it to be
utterly unknown to them. There, fay they, is an immenfe lake, on the banks of which
are inhabitants fair as the Englilh, dreft like them, and like them building ftone houfes
and large towns. We fliall fee in another part of this work that the exiflence of this large

lake, this fort of Cafpian fea, is not lefs deftitute of probability than the tale of the
white inhabitants and their civilized condition; 1 fliall merely remark, that it is very
probable thefe ideas are of no older date than the fettlement of the Englifh colony,

which appears to "have infpired them *.

* Befides the different attempts noticed by M Peron to pafs tlie Blue Mountains, one was made in
January and February 1799, by a convift of the name of Wilfon, a man accuftomed to a favagelife from
having long rtlided with and followed the manners of the natives ; he war. attended by a freed man belong-
ing to the governor. Fifty miles foiith-weft-half fouth of Paramatta, Wilfon difcovered abundance of
rock fait

; at eighty miles fouth-weft, faw a fine country and a mine of coal, with abundance of limeftone

;

when one hundred milesfouth-weft quarter-weft, the land was interfefltd by creeks, which appeared to receive
rivers: north of this lad ftation the country wasopen and thinly wooded ; north-well it was mountainoiiS,
but with much good land ; at one hundred and thirty miles fouth-weft-by-weft of Paramatta he fell in with
the head of a river nearly as large as the Hawkeftury, appearing to run from fouth-eall to north-weft.
Nosy fhould this river continue the courfe here defcribcd, and pafs to the weft of the mountains by fome
undifcovered fclffute, it muft either empty itfelf into a lake, or become abforbed. The truth of the
rernainder of Wilfon's relation was not difputed by Governor Hunter, after having difpatched people to
verify the exillcnce of the rock of fait defcribed by him, who found it at the ftated place. Tr.

Howeverj
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However, the favages on thefe fhores have a fort of religious veneration for the

Blue Mountains. Here, in their opinion, an evil fpirit or malificent divinity refidcs, of

which elfewhere we fhall prefcnt feveral grotefque figures traced by the natives them-

felves. From the fummit of thefe infurmountable rocks, this terrible god hurls his

thunder, and fends forth the burning winds and floods which alternately lay wafle the

country. However ridiculous fuch belief, it yet has its origin in obfervaiions of the

phenomena of nature; for, from the fummit of thefe mountains it is that all the

fcourgcs noticed here defcend. In this point of view, the majority of the religioits

opinions of different nations are equally worthy of the attention of the naturalifl: and

the philofopher : in another place we fliall produce additional interefting proofs of this

ufeful truth.

The rapid fketch of the general hiftory of the mountains of the county of Cumber-
land, into which I have digrefTed, was indifpenfable, in order that a jull: idea might be

formed of the extraordinary phenomena attendant on the winds from the north-weft
;

phenomena which, if then- origin be regarded, are not only extraordinary but even

incomprehenfible.

"W^e have noticed before that the whole of the weftern and north-weflern parts of this

portion of New Holland are covered with a very broad chain of mountains *, the height

of which apparently mufl be equal to that of moil: of the lofty chains hitherto known.

Who, allowing this circumflance, and from the breadth of thefe mountains, but mud
conclude that the winds by which they are travcrfed fliould generally be of a cold tem-

perature ? This is a conlcqucnce fo natural, fo conformable to all the principles of

phyfics, general or particular ; a confequence fo clearly deduced from the long and

continuous attention paid to meteorological phenomena, that it feems irrefragable ;

ftill, in the inflance in queflion, the exception to this confequence is indifputable and

pofitive : as if the atmofphere of New Holland, as well as the animals and vegetables

of this fingular continent, was fubjeft to diftindt laws, and alien to our principles of

fcience, to all the rules of our fytlems, and to all the analogy of our ideas

!

Far from poirefTmg that cold of lefs or greater intenfity, which they fhould deduce

from the immenfe mountains they traverfe, the north and north-wefl winds are fiery

blafls unfurpafTed by the mofl; terrible of this defcription experienced in Africa. Their

parching breath carries deflruclion whitheribever it penetrates ; the livelieft vegetation,

fountains, and flreams, are withered and annihilated, while animals perifh by myriads,

the vidims of its fatal influence. As, however, in this country of wonders effecls

ceafe to correfpond with caufes, to experience alone can appeal be made for their

exiflence ; now, congruous as it is with the unanimous teflimony of the inhabitants of

New South Wales, the flatement made here is fupported by the authority of the moll

valuable hiftorian this country can hitherto boalt.

(February i;9i.) " At this epoch," fays Collins, " the greater part of the torrents

and flreams were dried up ; and they were obliged to dig pits in the bed of Sydney

River to furnifh water for the fupply of the town. The 10th and i ith of this month

fo great was the heat at Sydney Town, that Fahrenheit's thermometer flood at 150 in

'the fhade. At Rofe Hill, thoufands of large bats perifhed in confequence. In parts

of the port the ground was covered with ditlerent fpecies of birds, fome already fulVo-

cated with the intenfity of the heat, and the refidue on the point of expiring ; many,

while flying, were ftruck dead and fell to the ground. The fprings not yet entirely

dried up were fo much tainted by the vafl number of the birds and bats which,

• What we (hall fhortly obfcrve rt fpeAiiig the prodigious fwell which the fmall rivers of the country

^experience, will more and more clearly prove how very broad the Blue Mountains mull necclTarily be.

I having
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having fought them to quench their thirfl:, had expired on the fides of them, that the

water for many days was inte^liled. The wind then blew from the north-wefl:, and did

much injury to the gardens, confuming all expofed to its breath. Thofe individuals

whom neccflity oblig'-d to go without doors, declared that it was impollible to iront the

point whence the wind proceeded for the fpace of five minutes together,

(November 1791O "The extreme heat during this month occafioned many indivi-

duals to fall fick. On *be 4th, a convift waiting for Mr. White in the pafTage leading

from his houfe to the kitchen, was firuck by the fun, and, indantly deprived of motion

and fpeech, expired in the fpace of four-and-twenty hours. The thermometer this

day at noon (tood at 95", and the wind blew from the north-weft. The country, as

if to add to the confuming heat of the atmofphere, was every where on fire. At

Sydney, the grafs and buflics behind the hill welt of the creek, caught fire, or poflibly

might have been fet fire to by the natives; the conflagration, excited by the fouth-weft

wind which blew violently, fpread with great rapidiiy, and devoured all it reached

with incredible fury. One houfe was already burnt, and all the fummit of the hill

being covered with flames, the town v/as menaced with complete deftruclion, when

fortunately the united eftbrts of the garrifon and inhabitants ftopped its progrefs. The
general alarm occafioned every individual to leave his houfe : the heat was fo intenfe

that the people could fcarccly breathe ; almoft all the por-herbs were reduced to

powder, and ihe thermometer of Fahrenheit ftood at 100° in the fliade. At Paramatta

and at Tongabee the heat was equally extreme ; the whole country was in flames, and

fome dwellings caught fire and were burnt. During this alarming day, it thundered

repeatedly in the dillance, and towards evening a quantity of rain fell, which fome-

what refreflied the atmofphere.
" The efFedl of this formidable wind was felt as far as the ifland Maria, more than

250 leagues fiom. Port Jackfon ; for, at the fame time the Englifh colony was thus

endamaged, the American fliip. Hope, experienced in the vicinage of that ifland a hor-

rible tempcft, occafioned by this fame wind. The weather was cloudy, oppreffive,

and very hot, and the atmofphere feemed loaded with thick fmoke.

(Auguft 1794.) " The fcorching land-wind vifited us on the 25th of this month for

the firft time this feafon, blowing violently till night ; it was then fucceeded, as is ufual

after fuch hot days, by a wind from the fouth."

From the fads 1 have thus exhibited, the number of which it v/ould be fo eafy to

multiply from the reinarks of Philipps, Hunter, Watts, I'ench, King, &c. v/e may
thereiure deduce the following confequence :

" The winds which traverle New Holland from north-weft to fouth-eaft, in the

county of Cumberland, have the double characleriftic of great drynefs and extreme

heat, notwithlhmding the extent and height of the mountains over which they muft

pal's before their arrival at this laft point."

- We have previoufly noticed that, off" the coaft of Leuwin's Land, the wind blowing

from eaft to weft prelented fiuiilar properties : we have further remarked that, at the

fouthcra extremity of Diemeu's Land, the fame phenomena accompany the north wind,

whicii however could not here be felt without traverfing the lotty niountains of Wilfon's

Promontory, thofe ol the Furneaux Iflands, Bals's Strait, and the lotty fummits of

Di>-men'b Land, which fliould be eternally covered with ice and fnow. We therefore,

from the ium of theie obiervations, are led to this fecond deduction, more compre-

henfive than the preceding :

" That the winds puffing over New Holland from north to fouth, from eaft to weft,

and from the north-weft to the fouth-eaft, are dry and fcorching winds."

Thefe
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Thefe refults, with others analogous, will be fcen in another part applied to the

f<>liition of the great problem refpccting the phyfical (late of the interior of New Hol-

land. We (hall now refuine the defcription of the territory of Paramatta.

I have already noticed that the diftance of the trees from each other in the forefts

contiguous to this town, and the plcnteoufnefs and excellent quality of the grals, formed

in this part of New Soutli Wales immcnfe paftures, alike fuited to the grazing of

cattle and (heep. A fimilar advantage could not efcaps the Englifli government

;

and at the very off-fet of the colony hither were tranfported all the larger of its do-

meftic animals. '1 hey have multiplied to fuch a degree that the number of horned

cattle belonging to the ftate alone, at an epoch but little preceding our arrival at Port

Jackfon, was 1800, of which 514. were bulls, 121 oxen, and 1 165 cows. The pro-

grefs of the multiplication of thefe animals is fo rapid that, in the fpaceof only

eleven months the number of oxen and cows had encreafed from 1856 to 2450;
which for the whole year vvill give an increafe of 650, or more than a third of the

whole. If the multiplication of thefe cattle be calculated to continue after this rate for

the fpace of thirty years, or even at a rate only half fo quick. New Holland by that

time mud be covered by nuniberlefs herds of cattle *.

Sheep have proved even more prolific ; nay, fo rapidly have they multiplied on thefe

diftant (hores, that Captain Mac Arthur, one of the wealthiefl; proprietors of New
South Wales, makes no hcntation in affirming, in a memoir publilhed on this fubject,

that New Holland alone in the fpace of twenty years might furnifli England with all the

wool at prefent imported from the neighbouring kingdoms ; the annual expenditure on

which article every year amounts to 1.800,cool, fterling. ^
Mr, Mac Arthur himfelf now poffefles more than 4000 fheep, the flocks compofing

which number I have vifited, and found extremely beautiful t- " The climate ofNew
South Wales," fays he, in his interefling memoir, " is peculiarly adapted to the increafe

of fine-woollcd fheep ; and from the unlimited extent of luxuriant paftures with which

that country abounds, millions of thefe valuable animals may be raifed in a few years,

with little other expence than the hire of a few fhepherds. He calculates that they will,

with proper care, double themfclves every two years and a half;" and this his ex-

perience has fliewn to be lefs than the truth. " The fpecimens of the wool," he fays

farther, " have been infpccltd by the belt judges of wool in this kingdom ; and they are

of opinion that it poflefles a foftnefs fuperior to many of the wools of Spain, and that

it certainly is equal in every valuable property to the very bell that is to be obtained

from thence."

Captain Mac Arthur is not the only one to whom ftiecp have proved the honourable

fource of confiderable profit |. On my different excurfions I had frequent opportunity

of

* Iftlie increafe were computed at one-tln'rd of i8j6 for the firft year, and progredively every year to

be CQiially great, ihat is to fa), one-tliird of the wliolc, the number of cattle nouM bf doubled every

eight yearp, and in llilriy-lwo years, or by tliejear 1^3^. would amount to the prodij^inus number of

I», ^'0,000 If h:ilf this annual increafe be allowed, tir onc-fixth of the who'e, the herds would be de-

cupled iii fifteen years,and by the yeir 1S32 would amr)unt to 245,000 ; either numl)cr immeufe. Tr.
+ Captain Mac Arthur's farm, wlilth is a very tine one. and kept in cxcfllcMt order, c.un|iri/.es 3400

acres of ijround, of wliich 3160 are in pallure, 40 in wlieat, anil the rtfuluc under culture lor articles of

inferior import. On (his fame farm are liltewifr :•} iiorfe-i and marep, and 1S2 lionud cattle, of which

three aie bull.^, Jjijoxcn, and I24Ci'Ws. — M.l'fRos. The mennu'r to which M. Per <n adverts in the

preceding article, was prefent eii by Captain Mac Arthur at the lli^lit Hon. Lonl Hobari'a ofii,:c, 26th

July '*<-3: and a copy of it may be feen at larj^e, Vol. •''i, p. I'i ,. of the Pliil. Ma^j. Tr.

t ^Iot ii.t'cid the only one, not only in New Holland but in Europe, who have been iUudrificd by
1
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of feeing flocks as remarkable for their number as their beauty. Mr. Palmer* pof-

fefles 800 flicep ; Mr. Marfdcn f a much larger flock : the major part of the other

colonifts have likewife their fpecial flocks. Wandering amid the woods without

enemies of any defcription, ignorant of wintry frofts and our autumnal rains, prote£led

by friendly ftiades from the rays cf the fummer fun, and feeding on the moft delicate

and aromatic herbage, thefe flocks already exhibit fmgular fl;rength and beauty, and

arc likely to attain perfection never known before. What, indeed, may noc be ex-

pefted from a climate which has produced changes fo extraordinary and beneficial on the

fheep of Afia and Africa. Every body knows that the flocks of Bengal and the Cape
of Good Hope, infliead of wool, are covered with a fort of hair, very fliort, harfh,

and totally unferviceable to the manufafturer. In vain, as is faid, have experiments

been multiplied to ameliorate the fleece ef thefe animals, or rather, to give them a

fleece; they have cither altogether failed, or have. been attended with fuch little ad-

vantage, that themofl: intelligent proprietors of the Cape, and of Bengal, in rearing

fheep, appear to reckon nothing on the fleece. In New Holland, on the contrary,

by crofling thefe breeds with thofe of England and Spain, in lefs than ten years they

have fucceeded in transforming the hair of the flieep of Africa and Afia into a wool,

which indeed has not yet attained any great length, but which is noticed for its

finenefs and its foft and filky nature. " As a proof," fays Mr. Mac Arthur, " of the

extraordinary and rapid improvement of my flocks, I have exhibited the fleece of a

coarfe-woolled ewe, that has been valued at ninepence a pound, and the fleece of

her lamb begotten by a Spanifli ram, which is allowed to be worth three fliillings

a pound."

It is not only in the quality of the wool that this amelioration is obferved ; it extends

to the weight of the fleece. " When I left Port Jackfon in 1801," fays further Cap-
tain Mac Arthur, " the heaviefl: fleece that had then been fliorn weighed only three

pounds and a half j but I have received reports of 1802, from which I learn that the

fleeces of my fheep have encreafed to five pounds each, and that the wool is finer and

this commendable and lucrative purfuit. To this England owes its wealth, and Florence its fplendour.

The profellion of fheep-owner (beccajo) was in the time of Dante, and long previoufly, in fuch high

cfteem, that the moft eminent nobility of Italy, (as is obferved by the author of L'ami des Hommes,
t. iii. p- 3651) thought the addition of this title to their diftinftions rather an honour than a difparage-

ment. Unfortunately this opinion fo little prevailed in other countries, that Francis I. of France, took

confiderable umbrage at Dante having termed one of his anceftors beccajo ; what with jullice on one fide

of the Alps was confidered meritorious as well as a denomination neceflarily implying territorial poflcflions,

on the other being foolifhly regarded as degrading and offcnfive. Tr.
« The whole of the conceflions to Mr. Palmer amounts to 1070 acres, great part of which lies on the

river Hawktfbury. Of this territory 320 acres are in wheat, 20 in maize, 15 in barley, 3 in peas and

beans, z in potatoes ; 392 acres confills of pafture, on which the (heep are maintained, and, befides thera,

17 horfes and mares, 27 beafts, and a great number of hogs and goats; the 318 acres remaining, lately

cleared, will foon be fit for culture.

f This gentleman, the paftor at Paramatta, is owner of 651 acres of land, 103 of which fubjeft to

various culture ; independent of his flock, his farm fupports 26 horned cattle, 30 hogs, and 10 goats.

This farm lies at fome diftance in the interiorof the country, on the left of the Paramatta river ; from

the fummit of the hill on which it is fituate, a part of the river's courfe is diftinguirtied : the buildings arc

fpaciousand well fafhioned ; the garden and orchard already combines niolf of the fruit-trees in Europe.

Still in !794. the whole of this fpot was covered with immenfe and ufelefs forells of eucalypti. 'J'he iite

of the farm is 7 or 8 miles from Paramatta, in the midft of forefts, yet was I carried hither by a charming

road, in a very handfome one-horfe chaife. What labour muft not fuch a road have coll. Yet this road,

the houfes on the way, with the meadows, fields, and crops, were the work of nc more than eight

years

!
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fofter than the wool of the preceding year. The beauty of It indeed is fuch as to caufo
it to be eftimated at fix fhillings the pound."

With refpeft to the fheep of Spanifh origin, which form the main flock of the nu-
merous flocks of New South Wales, they are the offspring of a prettv confiderable
number of beautiful Merinos, which the Englifh government has caufed at different

times to be tranfported to Port Jackfon, and of thirty rams of exquifite beauty,
deflined, as is faid, as a prefcnt from the viceroy of Peru to the court of Spain,
but intercepted duiing the war by an Englifh cruizer, at a fhort diflance from where
they were embarked.

In the courfe of my excurfions round about Paramatta, I procured a variety of
animals. More than a hundred and fifty fpecies of infects of novel defcription were
added to my former colleftions ; among thefe, forty butterflies, the chief of them of
the mod lively and fplendid colours. Among the coleopetra, or beetle kind, was an
admirable cctonia, claffed by me under the defignation orpheus, on account of a o-olden

lyre moft diflindly marked on the middle of its back ; the colour of the back is an
emerald green.

The family of lizards, which prefents fo many fmgular fpecies in every part of New
Holland, furnifhed me here with many of confiderable interefl. One of thefe be-

long to the genus flellio Cuv., and is remarkable above all its kind on account of the

extreme flatnefs of its body, the thicknefs of which fcarcely exceeds 2, 5 centimeters*
;

it is in length 11 centimeters! ; and in breadth 13,5 centimeters |, and imperfeftiy

refembles the torpilla or torpedo. From the fingularity of its fhape, a fhape hitherto

undifcovered among this family, I have deduced its fpecific name of ftellio dif-

cofomus N. It has a very large goitre, filled with air, of an extreme deep blue

colour.

In the genus fcincus, in that approximative genus which I have termed fcincoidus,

in the tupinambo, and the gecko kind. Paramatta afforded me many remarkable fpe-

cies. I found here likewife that curious long-tailed gecko (gecko platurus,) defcribed.

by Shaw, but which to me, by its form and habitudes, feemed fo materially to differ

from the generality of the gecko tribe, that I have ranked it as a new genus under
the name of gcckoides, which on account of its afEnity, in the claffification of modern
naturalifts, fhould immediately follow the gecko.

In faft, all the geckos hitherto known, have their toes fhort, broad, flat, depreffed,

and beneath exhibit a number of fmall indurated leaflets, by means of which they are

enabled to climb the mofl polifhcd furface, or even run like fhes on the roofs of apart-

ments. The geckoides on the contrary have their toes elongated, laterally much com-
prefTed, and are deftitute of the leaflets by which the gecko is charadlerized. From
this firft difference in the organs of motion, refults, that the geckoides are incapable of

climbing, and paffing a portion of their lives on trees like the major part of the geckos,

with foliated toes. They inhabit low and muddy grounds, and live on the larvre of

aquatic infefts, and on fome even of thefe infeds themfelves. I'heir phyfiognomy

refembles that of the gecko, and is equally melancholy and repulfive ; their eyes are

large and protuberant, the pupil lineary and vertical : the whole of their body is ex-

tremely flat, and their t.ail, fhaped like the head of a fpear, is divided into joints in

fuch manner that one can fcarcely touch it but it breaks oil" entirely from the

body.

Along the arid and fandy coafls of Lcuwin's Land, of Endraght, and De Witt's

VOL. XI. f> B Land,
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Land, I was enabled to trace none of the genus batracia, and was the Icfs furprifed as

every where the great fcarcity, or rather pofitive nullity of water, aftbrded no habitation

for thcfc animals, I did not however the lefs regret that I had not been able to procure

a fingle one of this great family of reptiles when my flay at Paramatta enabled me to

complete, in this refpe£l, my zoological labours in New Holland.

There, in fact, I colledted two hitherto unknown fpecies of frogs, which I de-

fcribed one under the head rana puftulofa, the other under that of rana pollicifera, on

account of its having on its hind feet a very falient appendage, which at firfl: fight

might be taken for a toe. The toad genus likewife afforded me two new fpecies, the

bufo leucogafler, and proteus : in the firfl fpecies, indeed, the belly is of a fliining

whitenefs, and the other exhibited a fingular variety of hues. The protean toad is

one of the fmallefl known, for it fcarccly meafures an inch in length ; and by its

pleafing and various fhades of colour it differs materially from the difgufling genus to

which it belongs.

On the banks of flreams, in fountains, in the hollows of the coolefl rocks, and be-

neath the foliage of trees, is frequently feen the magnificent fpecies of frog (rainette,)

defcribed by me under the name of hyla cyanea. The whole back of this animal is of

a very lively blue-purple colour, relieved on each fide of the body by two gloily flripes

of filver ; the belly is of a deep Pruffian blue. This fpecies is one of the largefl and

handfomefl of its kind ; it is not lefs than fifteen centimiters in length* from the nofe

to the extremity of its hind-legs. Among the other frogs I procured in my excurfions,

there is one remarkable on account of a vafl number of black fpots, round, circled

with a white ring, and fprinkled on a ground of brown colour : I called it hyla

ocellata N. A third received the denomination H. nibulofa N. on account of the

vaguenefs of its colour. The hyla janopoda N. is diflinguifhed by the beautiful violet-

colour of its hind-feet. In the citropoda, all the joints of the hind-legs are marked by

a large fpot of a lemon-colour. Inferior in fize to any I have mentioned, the hyla

rubeola is fprinkled over with very fmall white points, on a light wine-lees colour.

Among the terreflrial and fluvia concha: I likewife made fome interefling difcoveries,

as I did alfo with refped to worms, and the filh of the Paramatta river ; but fo

abundant are the new objects which prefented themfelves, that were I merely to

enumerate them, I fhould be obliged to facrifice the mention of things of more
general importance.

The objeiSs of our ex'curfion to Paramatta being now completed, M. Bellefin and

myfelf returned to Sydney Tovs^n.

Previous to the obfervations which follow refpe£ling the fcarcity or almofl abfolute

want of rivers in New Holland, M. Peron fills a number of pages with the hiflory of

a Frenchman tranfported for forgery ; but the relation being better adapted for the

Newgate Calendar than a work of this deicription, is pailed over. Preparatory to thefe

obfervations, M. Peron gives account of thofe ideas affixed in Europe to the terms

flreamlet, river, large river, and torrent, at which part the tranflator refumes the

work.

In Europe we apply the term flreamlet to the union of feveral running fprings in a

continuous current of water of fmall extent, which after a limited courfe lofes itfelf,

now in different refervoirs, now in the fea, but which commonly falls into other

currents of water of fimilar nature to itfelf.

A combination of many fuch flreamlets in one current forms a river, which, with

* Near 6 inches.

the
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the charafteriflics of the preceding, poircfTes a courre more rapid, and of greater length

acrofs continents or iflands, and generally unites with ftreams fimibr to itfelt in form-

ing large rivers (fleuves) ; thefe not only empty thcmfelves into the fea, but have a very

confiderahle length of courl'c, and roll a broader volume of water.

Torrents, however great, materially differ from ftreamlets and rivers, as their

courfe, dependent on the feafons or atmofpherical vicillitudes, is not continuous but
periodical.

Thefe general notions fettled, we fhall apply them to the peculiar hydrography of
New Holland, and in this in'tance fhall fee new phenomena worthy of profound at-

tention, and not lefs rem;irkable than thofe before prefented relative to the Blue IMoun-
tains and the north-weft winds.

In fad, throughout the whole extent of this vaft continent, comprlfing more than

100,000 fquare leagues * of furface, no river has yet been diicovered equal in fize to

the Mame or the Allier t, allowing that definition affixed in the commencement of this

article to the term river.

In vain, every inftant, docs the navigator who fails along the coafts of this country,

imagine he difcovers in deep inlets, which admit of his penetrating to confiderablc dif-

tance, the mouth of fome larcje river ; the fixltnofs of the fancied river diminilhes not

as he advances ; and foon he diftinguiflies that it has no other motion than what is

communicated by the tide. Still, the depth of water is fo confiderable, its breadth fo

great, and he proceeds fo far inland, that the illufion yet continues. The navigation

inland is further profecuted ; numerous creeks are leen which refemble the mouths o£

large rivulets ; the creeks are examined, but no where is frefh water found. Expect-

ation difappointed, is ftill fuftaincd by the iinpofing appearance of the principal branch,

which yet preferves the fimilitudc of a great river. Ihe navigator has now afcended

it fixty or eighty miles, and trufts to proceed much higher. Vain hope ! the majeftic

river dwindles to a wretched ftreamlct, incapable of floating the lighteft boat, and

which at different feafons of the year is but a few inches deep. The allonilhcd traveller

halts ; and when he perceives that the ebb and flow of tide is almoft equally percept-

ible at the extremity as at the beginning of his navigation, he wonders at the very

flight fall in the nearly level furface of the country.

Such is the general picture of the rivers of New Holland, there is not one but it

fuits in the moll literal manner, and without other modification than refults from its

greater or lefs extent, "i'hus. King George's River, Cook's at Botany Bay, that of

Paramatta at Port Jackfon, of Hawkeibury at Broken Bay, the river Hunter, Endea-
vour River, all the rivers of the Gulf of Carpentaria, recently explored by Captain

Flinders, the rivers or havens of the Bay of Sharks, the River of Swans, that of the

Bay of the Geographe, the Port of King George, Bonaparte Gulf, Jofephine Gulf,

Philipps's Port, the Wellern Port, he. ; all of them prefjut aferies of phenomena ana-

logous to the picture I have given. Even Diemen's Land, notwiihltanjing its different

geological conftitution, in all its rivers exhibits the fame fmgularity. 'I'he river Huou,
Swan Port, the North River |, Dalrymple River, &c., are but lb many gulls more or

lefs narrow, but all effentially fait, all affeded by the tides, and indebted to them chiefly

• 7^)6,215 fquare miles Englifli of 69,2 to a degree, Itlic French league being that of which there are

25 to a dcjrrce ; but here M. Ptrou fpcaks at random, for New Holland comprizes a furface of at Icall

2,739,61.0 fcjuare ilatulc miles, or upwards of 350.000 fquare leagues. Tr.
1- i'lic hrendih and volume of the Trent. '1'r.

X The Utiwcnt ; this is 3 mlilake n.nticed in Chap, xii., the river, as there obferved, being navigable

much beyond tlie mounLuiis where it was luppoted by the French geogr.ipheri to have its fourcc, and hav-

ing, according to Captain Flinders, from three to four fathoms of frelii water. Tr.

6 B 2 for
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for what motion they are liable to, and terminating all of them in fcanty rivulets, almoft

entirely dry in the hot feafon of the year.

However fmgular the circumftances already adduced relative to the rivers of New
Holland, flill are not thefe their only peculiarities ; we fliall prefently notice in their

overflowings a new fubjeft for meditation and enquiry : in the interim it is requifite I

terminate what rcfpeds my firft excurilon to Paramatta.

It is not only by opening new and commodious roads that the Englifli government

feeks to facilitate communication in this colony: from the clofe of 1793 it has efta-

bliflied packet-boats, which fail every day from Sydney and Paramatta, and carry goods

and paflengers. The fare is one Ihilling for each individual, and the fame for every

hundred weight of merchandize or goods. The whole boat may alfo be hired for fix

{hillings. Befides thefe means of tranfport common to the public, the government

has a number of very comfortable, and even elegant boats, for its own ufe and that

of its officers ; and in one of thefe it was that M. Bellefin and myfelf returned to

Sydney. We embarked oppofite the barracks at Paramatta ; a fpot where the river

ftill preferves fufficient depth of water to float the largeft boats, while two hundred

paces above, it dwindles to a fcanty rivulet, incapable of floating the mofl flender

pirogue.

In proportion to the difl:ance, below Paramatta the river becomes broader and more
deep, and in a fliort time has depth fufficient for the largeft fliips to navigate, not lefs even,

than from eight to ten fathoms. On both fides the river, attention is excited by a
variety of fmall coves, penetrating in a lefs or greater degree into the country, their

margins pleafingly decorated with fuperb woods. Already, however, has the Euro-

pean marked his refidence in thefe parts by different portions of land cleared of trees.

Here, at the extremity of a verdant creek, is feen the humble cottage of the new colo-

nifl ; the founding axe heard from a diftance announces his labour and aclivity :

beyond, in natural meads, flray the cows, fteeds, and oxen, yet few in number, of the

infant farm ; in other fpots are feen the ripening crops of fields fo recently fubmitted

to culture. Occafionally, in the fummit of fome piclurefque flope, the larger and

elegant abode is diftinguiflied of a proprietor more wealthy and more aclive than his

neighbours, furrounded by wider fields, more numerous fervants, more extenfive crops :

of this d^fcription was the feat of Mr. Cox, paymailer of the colony, whom I had feen

at the houie of M. Paterfon. As foon as we were perceived by this gentleman, he put

off in a boat belonging to the farm, and invited us in fo prefTmg manner to, reft our-

felves awhile at his houfe, that we could not refufe.

While dinner was haftily getting ready, we employed ourfelves in looking over the

minutije of the farm, all of which to us were fources of aifonifliment. Still was not

this the only farm which Mr. Cox poffeflTed on thefe fiiores ; on a fecond vifit I paid

him, in company with Colonel Paterfon and others, Mr. Cox took us to another

much finer and more fertile in the interior towards Callle Hill. The road which
leads from one of thefe farms to the other is tolerably wide, and commodious
enough to allow of our travelling in a carriage ; it is neverthelefs fix or feven miles la

length ; and in order to make it, it required a vaft number of trees fliould be felled.

The whole amount of the grants of land to IN^l'r. Cox is eight hundred and fixty acres,

more than three hundred of which were fowed with wheat, fifteen with maize, fix

with barley, twelve with oats, &c. ; three hundred and forty-nine acres were referved.

for pafture, the cattle on which confifted of five horfes, three mares, twenty-feven

horned beafts, and eight hundred flieep of the fineft fleeces. Mr. Laycock, a gentle-

man of our party, quarter-maflier of the regiment, poflefles fourteen hundred and

4 feventy
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fevcnty acres, principally fitiiate in the mofl; fertile parts of the colony. At the dif-

ferent farms which make up this number of acres, he has fix horfes ind mares, one
hundred and twenty-eight horned cattle, of which fifty-three oxen and feventy-five

cows, a:id very numerous flocks of flieep.

Alter thanking Mr. Cox and his lady for the civilities we had experiencedj M. Bellefin

and niyfelf returned to our boat, and in a few hours time reached Sydney Town.
While I was purfuing the dilforent obfervations 1 have related, my worthy friend,

M. Lefueur, had been employed in making a rich ornithological collection ; he had
killed more than two hundred birds : add to this, our zoological (tore was encreafed

by fixty-eight quadrupeds, the refult of his aftivity ; a vaft number of drawings and
solourings alfo had been completed.

As fo many of our two crews had perifhed, owing to the long privations and the hor-

rible epidemy to which they had been fubjed, as the remainder was no longer com-
petent to navigate the two (hips, as alfo we had from experience been taught that thefe

fhips were themfelves of too great burthen for the geographical details we had yet to

complete, either on the fouth-wefl, or north-wefl parts of New Holland, it was deter-

mined the Naturalifte fiiould be fent back to France, after taking out of her almoft all

the found men on board, and fuhflituting in their Head the convalefcents and valetu-

dinarians ot the Geographe. A bark of thirty tons was on the flocks, and this was

purchafed as a confort for us, the command being given to M. L. Freycinct, iirfl

lieutenant of the Naturalifte, and the author of the chief geographical works
effected on board that corvette. Captain Hamelin himfelf was to return to Europe in

his corvette, and render account to government of the refults of the voyage.

M. Ltfueur and my felf found ourfelves, in confequence of this refolution, fully occu-

pied in arranging the different objeds we had to forward to France by the Naturalifte,

and were from that inftant obliged to fufpcnd our refearches. What perfevcrant

labour, in faft, muff it not have required to difpofe methodically more than forty

thoufand animals, of all claffes, colleded from fo many fliores in the cuurfe of the two

years pafl. Thirty-three large cafes were fdled with thefe collections, the moft nume-
rous and valuable that any traveller before had tranfpnrted to Europe, and part of

which only, difplayed in the large houfc occupied by M. Bellefin and myfelf, excited

the admiration of all intelligent Enghfhmen, but cfpecially of the celebrated naturalilt,

M. Paterfon.

Of all known countries there is not perhaps another in which eledrical phenomena

are fo frequ.nt and terrible as in this fingular climate. In the run from the Monti-

nette Iflands to Port Jackfon, we had already obferved with much furprize the conti-

nuity of phenomena of this delcription, in a feafon, and during the prevalence of wea-

ther fo little adapted to their developcment ; but, during the latter part of our (fay at

Sydney, we witnefled fiorms fo violent and fo repeated, that our aftoniliunent was

conlidcrably heightened. Never had we heard before fuch tremendous claps of tlum-

der, or feen the atmofpiiere furrowed by lightning fo vivid and £0 fuccoilive. In one

of thefe tempefts the Engliih Ihip Perfcus, which was deflitute of a conductor, was

ftruck by the lightning and nearly periflied.

The 7th October prefonted us a phenomenon of this kind of which I know of no-

thing parallel in meteorological annals. The weather in the fore part of iho day had

been remarkably fine ; a calm reigned as well in the atmofphere as on the fea ; but, in

the afternoon, the wind veered fudd.Mily to the north-weft, blowing ftrong and' in

fqualls ; a vaft collection of large black clouds, borne by thefe winds from the fummits

of the Blue Mountains, were precipitated into the plain. The clouds were fo heavy

that
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that they nearly fkimmed the furfacc of the ground. The heat was fuffocatmo; ; Reau-

mur's thermometer ahnoft inftantaneoully rofe from 18 to 27° *. In a little time the

clouds opened with a horrid crafh, the lighting now ahnoft deprived the gazers of fight

by itsliiftre, and now darted through the air in a ferpentinc blue line. At this period

the wind blew in all direftions, and with encreafed fury. Several fliowers of rain fall-

ing we trufted the ftorm would fpeedilv blow over, when, from the deep bofom of a

higher floating cloud, much more black than the reft, there fuddenly fell a copious

fliower of hail, the ftones of which were even more remarkable for their fhape than their

highly extraordinary dimenfions : Some of thefe (tones weighed nearly three deca-

grammes t; and all of them, in lieu of the globular fhape of the hail of our climates,

•were of the form of an elongated and irregular prihn, the proportions of which in one

of the largeft I could find were in length 6^ millimeters |, breath 39 millimeters §, thick-

nefs 18 millimeters |{.

However ftrange to us hail in this fliape, it was not fo to the Englifli, who, fince

their fcttlement on thefe fliorcs, had had frequent opportunities of remarking if, but at

no time with characteriftics fo prodigious as in the month of December 1795. The
precifion of the following account by Mr. Collins was attefted to me by fome of the moft

refpeclable and enlightened inhabitants of the colony.

(December 1795.) " The beginning of this month," fays Collins, " was remark-

able for a meteorological phenomenon of a very extraordinary kind. Four f;'.rms on

Rufes's Creek were entirely laid wafte, not by fleet or hail, but by the fall of large

malfes of ice. Lieutenant Abbott, the military officer in the command at this ftation,

in his report of this event to the governor, relates that the ftorm proceeded from the

norlh-weft. The effefl of it was tremendous : the wheat was laid flat on the ground,

the ears cut oft", and the grain perfeftly beaten out of the ear ; even the thickeft ftems

of maize were unable to refift its violence : the fides of the trees expofed to the ftorni;

feemed as if fliattered by fmall fliot ; and the earth was covered with their twigs and

branches. The temperature of the two fucceeding days was extremely mild, notwith-

ftanding which the hail-ftones ftill laid on the ground nearly as large as at their firft

falling. Some pieces of this hail brought to Hawkcibury by Lieutenant Abbott, two

days after they had fallen, were ftiil from fix to eight inches long. This ftorm was felt

neither at Sydney nor at Paramatta."

How angular the climate which in every part of its hiftory prefents a phenomenon fo

pafling ftrange.

Soon as our different colledlions were arranged, I fet off" with Colonel Paterfon to vifit

the fe'tlcment at Caftle Hill. After afcending the Paramatta river the fpace of about

three leagues, the colonel and myfelf, attended by a party of foldiers, landed to com-

mence our fearch after Objects relating to natural hiftory. In midft of thole different

trees, which time or the axe had in every part levelled with the ground, we found be-

neath their fungous and putrid bark, at every inftant, beautiful coleoptera;, divers fpe-

cies of lizards, and many reptiles, of which we made a large colleftion. As we pene-

trated deeper into the foreft, where hkherto the axe and fire had not been introduced

by the Englifli, we obferved infeds to be much more rare than elfewhere ; a fingularity

which we attributed to the praftice of the favages of fetting fire to the woods, and of

thus deftroying with them an enormous quantky of the eggs of thefe infects, of their

larviE, and even of iheinfeQs themfelves.

* 64.4" to 80,6° of Fahr. f An ounce and eight-tenths of a dram, Eng. avou-d.

.1 Upwards of two inches and a half, Eng. § One inch and a half.
. Jl

Scven-tenthn of an inch.

2 Whether
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Whether owing to the congeniality of the nature of the light and fandy foil, or to

the climate, the peach, of all European trees, is that which has befl; fucceeded in New
South Wales. There are orchards entirely compofed of this fruit-tree, and it yields

fuch large crops as to admit of many being dried for preferves : many make from the

juice of them a very pleafant wine ; fome diflil brandy from them ; and in certain in-

flances they are fo numerous as to be given as food to pigs.

On reaching Paramatta, Mr. Paterfon and myfclf took, up our abode in the govern-

ment-houlV, which 1 have elfewhere defcribed ; and the next day proceeded with the

kind M. Cayley on our courfes of natural hiftory. With what intereft for feveral days

did we traverfe thefe fcenes fo rich in produftions unknown to Euroj)e ! With what

ardour vie in our explorations ! And with what kindnefs did my refpectable fellow-

labourers add to the collections I made thofe articles which efcaped my notice !

On thefe little excurfions, fo truly full of charms, I frequently made an obfervation

fufficiently important to attraft particular attention. In the deep vallies which we
oftentimes paiied, ran rills of water, fo (lender, and of fuch narrow breadth, that the

wideft of them might be flepped over with greatefl: eafe ; ftill, at the height of fifteen

or even twenty feet above their ordinary level, on the ground itfelf, and on the trees,

were evident marks of the recent ravage of ihe torrent. My companions confirmed the

truth of this remark from their individual obfervations, and furnifhed me with valuable

documents on this fubjed, which, combined with thofe I had previoufly obtained, or

afterwards fucceeded in obtaining, allow of my prefenting with greater intereft the fm-

gular hiftory of the inundations of the rivers of this part of New Holland.

We have already feen that the whole of thefe rivers, however wide their mouth, are

nothing but gulfs filled with fea-water, which terminate univerfally in flender rivulets,

almoft uttei'ly dried up at one feafon of the year, and fubjed at times to a prodigious

increafe in the volume of the waters they bring down. We are now about to revert to

the inundations of thefe rivers ; but, in order that the reader may be enabled to com-

prehend more fully that which their origin and effects prefent of furprizing, it is ne-

ceffary we fhould give a more detailed defcription of the Hawkeltury river, a river which

has exhibited a feries of the moft wonderful phenomena of this kind, and thofe the beft

fuited to throw light on the great extent of the mountains we have already defcribed.

Eight orten milesnorthof Port Jackfon isthefmgular opening to which Captain Cook,

who hadbut acurfory view of it, gave the name ofBroken Bay, on account of the rent

and broken appearance of the contiguous country. This bay at its entrance feparates

into many branches, three of which are larger and more remarkable than the reft.

The moft capacious of thefe is that of the north, but, at the fame time, this is the moft

ufelefs, Icciiig at low tide its mouth has no more than twelve feet water : that on the

fouth, which Commodore Phillips efteemed the moft beautiful piece of water he had

ever beheld, and which he denominated Pitt-Water, is very cxtenfivc, and might eafily,

according to that ilkiftrious navigator, contain the entire navy of Great Britain ; it is

however, unfortunately, obltructcd by a ledge of rocks, on which at low tide there is

but three fathoms water, a circumftance that prevents its receiving large Ihips. The
third branch of Broken Bay, the direction of wiiich is fouth-weft, is more narrow than

Pitt-Water, but its depth being every where from five to thirteen fathoms, it is capable

of receiving veilels of the largell fize.

Beyond thefe three principal branches. Broken Bay ftill forms a number of narrow

and deep creeks, after which the bay it fcif narrows where the river Hawkcft)ury ter-

minates ; that river the origin of which we arc about to trace.

The
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The whole county of Cumberland, as we have elfewhere faid, is environed by the

InacceiTible chain of I31ue Mountains. From the moft precipitous part of thefe fmgular

mountains, and direftly weft of Broken Bay, the river Grofe, which commonly is but

a trickling rivulet, falls in a long fucceflion of cafcades. On reaching Richmond Hill,

a very remarkable fpot of which mention will be made, the Grofe becomes confounded

with the Nepean ; and both thefe rivulets, at the point of jundion, lofe their name.

The whole courfe of the Nepean is hitherto unknown ; on afcending it, however, you
proceed :—firft, to the feet of the mountains, and along their fides, in which courfe it

defcribes a great curve to the parallel of Mount Hunter j then towards the fouth

through very fertile meadows, which it frequently overflows ; and laflly, the mountains

themfelves, from which it runs ; beyond which point nothing is known of its origin or

extent. Were one to judge from its diminutive breadth at this point one fhould efteem

the fource of the river at hand, but the immenfity of the inundations produced bv the

waters it occafionally brings down, fufficiently refutes this fuppofition, and proves that it

fprings from a confiderable diftance within the mountains, and has, very vafl ramifica-

tions. Often^ indeed, this river, apparently fo defpicable, fuddenly fwells ; its waters

rife to a confiderable height ; exceed their accuftomed barriers, and roll their vvafteful

torrents over the neighbouring fields, fpreading afar their ravage and exciting general

alarm. Hitherto ftrangers to thefe frightful floods, the Englifli who firft fettled on the

Hawkefbury river, experienced confiderable injury from them ; andeven fince they have

found no other means of avoiding the fpoliations ot the floods than by conftru£ling

their dwellings at diftance from the dangerous banks of the river, or on eminences

above the rife of its waters. Still, fpite of this double precaution, the farmers in the

neighbourhood of the river are far from conceiving themfelves fecure from difafter ; and
how, in faft, can they reckon on always efcaping from inundations in which the watera

rife above the common level of the river from twenty-five to thirty, forty, and even

fifty feet* ; inundations which bear no relation to the natural courfe of the leafons, and
which have been known to be renewed even as often as eleven times in the year. Thefe
laft circun-.ftances indeed more particularly merit our enquiries and meditations.

Every body knows that in equatorial climates the year is divided into two chief fea-

fons, the dry and the rainy, this laft correfponding to the epoch at which the fun
reaches the tropic from the equator, enveloped, as one may fay, in the vapours which
his beams have raifed, and which inceflantly refolved into rains fall in torrents, and are

replaced by new aggregations of vapour fubjed: to like revolutions. At this epoch all

the rivers fwell and overflow their banks, extenfive lands are buried beneath their

waters, and even the air is filled with moift and dangerous haze. But now the fun re-

trogrades towards the oppofite tropic, and carries in its fuite its vapours and mifts, its

torrents and humidity, and fuddenly, in the regions it leaves, the air becomes more
purified, the moiftened foil refumes its folidity, the rivers enter again their accuftomed
beds, and vegetation fhews itfelf more rapid from the heat having diftended the veflels,

and mollified the texture of plants. The effefts to which animals are liable are

analogous ; their relaxed fibres become more tenfe, epidemics ceafe, and the human
race is again reftored at once to plenty and to health.

This rapid fketch of the progrefs of the feafons in equatorial countries equally fuits

thofe regions immediately bordering on ihem ; and, as high as ;^o or 35 degrees of
latitude fouth, all the grand phenomena of meteorology more or lefs affed the regular

luccefTion of which I fpeak.

* In I fop or JO they rofe Cxty-five feet. Tr. From Port Jackfon Gazette.

The
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Thefe principles admitted it would not be extraordinary if the county of Cumber-
land, comprized within the 35th degree of latitude fouth, Ihould be expofed to con-

fiderable inundations, did not the very nature of thefe inundations prefent the moft
evident proof of their not being confequent on the rotation of the equatorial feafons.

For in this rotation every thing is immutable, the rains and inundations have their dif-

tind and appointed period ; they may be calculated upon and provided againft ; they

occur but once in a year and never happen in oppofite feafons. While on the contrary,

in what relates to the Hawkefbury River it has already been proved by experience,

ifl:, that the overflowing of this fingular river takes place in all feafons of the

year ; 2d, that the recurrence of thiscircumflance varies from once or twice to eleven

times in a year, without any reafon aflignable for the difFerence
;

3d, that thefe pro-

digious inundations have no relation whatever to the conftitution of the atmofphere as

affected either by the violence or direction of the winds ; 4th, that they are indeed

oftentimes preceded by violent tempefls, but that thefe tempefts themfelves may devolve

from any point of the horizon without their influence on the inundations appearing

more or lefs confiderable
;

jth, that not only have thefe inundations no general rela-

tion to the feafon of the year or the nature of the winds, but they do not ever, preferve

any order with refpeft to their recurrence : in fa£t, fix months have pafl: without any
flood happening, while again, three or even four times in a month has the river over-

flowed its banks.

From all thefe fa£ts we may then deduce the remarkable confequence that the over-

flowing of the rivers of New South Wales is not owing to the fame caufes as the inun-

dations of equatorial countries, or even of thofe bordering on the tropics.

On the other hand, thefe phenomena are as little explained by what takes place in

temperate climates, where the grand floods are chiefly occafioncd by the melting of

the fnow, and in accumul;ited mountainous regions. The thaw in thefe is annual,

and periodical ; it commonly takes place in the fpring ; at times, but very rarely does

this happen, it is delayed until the dog-days : but when was it obferved in midft of the

winter's cold ?

No other caufe therefore remains to which to aflign the overflowings of the Hawkef-

bury River, but the frequency and abundance of the rain which falls on thefe mountains

where it has its fource : but, allowing this, how wonderful mud ihefe heavy rains

appear which can fuddcnly occafion the waters of a fmall flreamlet to rife to the height

of from 30 to ^o feet, which happen at the moll oppofite feafons, occur fo frequently

in a year, and in a manner fo indepciulent of the conftitution of the atmofphere, of the

courfe of the winds, or of tempefls ! On what an immenfe extent of country muft they

not fall at the fame time ! How rapid their courfe through the mountains, at once,

and almofl: inftantaneoufly, to unite in fuch prodigious mailes ! It mufl: be allowed that,

in this, as in many other phenomena. New Holland defies our conclufions from com-

parifons, mocks our Audits, and fliakes to their foundations the moil firmly cflabliflied

and mofl univerfally admitted 01 our fcicntific opinions. As we proceed in Ipcaking

of this continent, juflly denominated by the Englifli the unequalled and wonderful,

wc fliall find flill other and not lefs inconceivable examples of thefe apparently whim-

fical freaks of nature : but before wc revert to the fmall ftrcamlets of Paramatta, which

induced us to travel to the banks of the Ilavvkclljury, let us firft terminate what relates

to this fingular river.

If, by its inundations, it fprcads alarm among the cultivators fettled in its vicinage,

what benefits, on the other hand, docs it not difl'ufe over the country through which it

VOL. XI. 6 c flows:
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flows : bearing along in its courfe, from the fummit of the mountains, and from the

interior of the continent, all the vegetable earth it meets in its way, it precipitates this

earth into the vallies, depofits it into the fields it overflows, and accumulates it there in

invaluable beds, the depths of which, according to M. Marfden, is not lefs than from

30 to 60 feet ; thus furnifhing inexhauflible aliment for the moft active and varied

culture ! Indeed, in no part of the world is the fecundity of the banks of this Auftral

river exceeded ; without much toil, and with fcarcely any tillage, the earth here pre-

fents the moit grateful crops ; wheat has here been feen to yield, the firfl: year of

breaking up the land, 95, barley 140, and maize 200 for one. This is the chief gra-

nary of the Englifh colony, and hence does it draw the provifion of wheat neceffary for

its fupport ; it is another Delta, comparable in every refpeft for fertility to that of

Egypt. The Englifh, in faft, commonly defignate this river by the title of the Nile

of New Holland *, nor are many circumftances wanting to juflify the comparifon ; like

the Nile the Hawkefbury River hides its head in mountains which forbid accefs ; like this

African river it is fubjefl: to overflow, and as does that brings from the mountains a

vegetable earth to depofe it in the valley through which it takes its courfe ; finally,

like the Nile, it is the fource of abundance and happinefs in a country generally wild

and barren.

I'he chief difference exifting between the two rivers is, in the circumltance of the

overflowing of the Nile being only fingular in the year and periodical at the fame fea-

fon, fo that the time of its occurrence, its progrefs and effetts may be calculated ; while

nothing fimilar applies to the Hawkefbury River. Another difference may be' pointed

out: in Egypt the failure of ihe expeded inundation is a fource of dread to the

farmer ; in New Holland the excefs of the floods. Thus, even in its refemblance to

the moft extraordinary phenomenon of the Old World, the fouthern continent appears

to mock all reafoning deduced from analogy.

The fingular pidure I have exhibited not only fuits the river Hawkefbury ; all the

other rivers, and even all the rivulets of the county of Cumberland, are fubjed to fimi-

lar increafe, an increafe apparently to be afcribed to copious rains falling on a connefted

fpace of greater or lefs extent.

The lady of Colonel Paterfon, who was anxious of accompanying us to Caftle Hill

j

had come in her carriage to Paramatta f. We immediately after fet out to join Mr.
Cox and his family at the farm he occupies on the fide of the river, which I have before

defcribed ; here we flept, and the next morning early our whole party, enlarged by the

addition of our hofts, departed for the fpot we were about to vifit.

In proportion as we proceeded farther from Paramatta, the elevation of the ground

became greater : the vicinage of Callle Hill confifts of a number of hills divided from
each other by pleafmg vallies, through which ferpentine occafional flender rivulets.

The vegetable earth here feems, generally fpeaking, deeper and of fuperior quality to

that at Paramatta.

Of all the fettlements in New South Wales the moft recent is Caftle Hill ; when I

was there fcarcely three years had elapfed from the foundation of the eftablifhment.

• Collins, page 415.

f Here I cannot refrain a remark of importance ; while I have feen colonies belonging to powerful
• European nations, and eftablifhed for centuries, in which not a fingle carriage is kept, as an objcft of luxury,
and in which it would be impolllble to make ufe of them, owing to tlie badnefs of the roads, in the town
of Sydney alone no lefs than eight or ten carriages of great elegance and beauty are kept, independent
of a number of whifl<ies and gig", dillributed over the whole furface of the colony. In the flighted
of thefe vehicles may the county of Cumberland be traverftd in every diredlion ; ftill, not twenty years
Jiave elapfid fiiice the firft appearance of civilized men on thefe fhores !

I The
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The growing town confifled then of no more than about a dozen houfes : but already-

large openings in the woods of the neighbouring hills were effefted, and feveral

pretty farms were feen in the valleys. Six hundred convitls were employed in cutting

new roads through the forcfl, and in twenty difl'crent places rofe inimenfe clouds of

fmoak, arifing from the combuftion of the trees felled on the newly ceded lands.

For a long time the Englifli government, in order to prevent thefe deftrudive con-

flagrations, ordained that the lands fliould be cleared merely by felling the trees : it

was hoped that the falient part of the flem, and the roots of them, foon decompofed by-

heat and humidity, fo far from being injurious to the labours of the field, would become
a valuable comport. This mcafure is faid to be praclifed with fuccefs in various parts

of America ; but the refult was difficult in New Holland, as if experience fhould, in

every inftance on this continent, be found of no avail ! The wood of the eucalyptus,

which is fo rare a circumftance to meet with perfeiflly found, even in growing trees,

and which promifes to be liable fo Coon to perifh, preferved doubtlefs by its refinous

matter from the dertru£tive a£lion of the air, is proof againrt all changes of weather

:

in every quarter are feen yet in found condition the remains of thofe trunks felled

fifteen years before, as well as the roots, which, from their fpreading wide and near

the furface, greatly impede the labourer in his toil. In order to remedy this inconvc-

Dience, the cultivator is obliged to dig up thefe roots and ftems, though fometimcs they

are confumed by fire, kept up for whole weeks together for this purpofe.

This difficulty, which was not forefeen by the Englilh, obliged them to renounce the

firft mode adopted for clearing the lands, and to have recourfe to fire : the method

ufed is ; firft, to infulate the portion of the forefl: to be cleared by creating large inter-

vals; fire is lighted then at dilferent places, and a few days fuffice to annihilate the

growth of centuries. This laft method, befides it being the quickell and moft eafy of

efFeftuation, has the further advantage of extirpating, as I may fay, all heterogeneous

plants ; it likewife, at the fame time, imparts a beneficial warmth to the earth, which

difpofes it to yield more abundant crops in the firft inftances j and the aflies of the

burnt trees furnifti an excellent compoit.

After taking refreftiment at Caftle Hill, we went to vifit a neighbouring eftate

:

*' I wifti," faid M. Paterfon to me, " to introduce you to a former countryman of

yours, whom I rank among my friends ; it is M. de la Clampe, once a colonel in the

French fervice, who acquitted himfelf in an honourable manner during the laft wars

in India, and who, forced by the events of the revolution to feek an alylum in Eng-

land, conftantly refufed to take up arms againft his country. Tired, at length, of an

inactivity fo little correfponding with his taite and former habits, he entreated to be

allowed to fettle in thel'e diftant climates. Not only did the government comply with

his requeft, it, moreover, fliewed its liberality to this refpertable character in a mamter

that has infured him, if not a brilliant, yet an ample and comfortable fubfiftence for the

remainder of his life. In the three years he has refidcd at Caftle Hill, he has only

once been to Sydney Town ; he avoids fociety, and cxcuies himiclf from complying

with the repeated invitations of his friends to dedicate his whole time to the purfuits of

agriculture ; of his knowledge and induftry in thi^ occupation you will foon be enabled

to form a judgment."

We had now walked for the fpace of a quarter of an hour through a tufted wood,

when the modeft abode and fields of the poor French colonel opened on our view.

At the head of fix convids, furniftiedby the Englifh government, we found him, fetting

them himfelf an example of labour, and, like them, nearly ftripped to the Ikin, The

unexpefted arrival of fo numerous a party at firft difconcerted M. de la Clampe, who
6 c 2 fcemed
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feemed mortified at appearing before us in a drefs fo truly wretched that with difficulty

did it allow of our difcriminating between the niafler and the men. He haftily ran to

the houfe, in order to drefs himfelf, and in a fliort time was with us again.

The interior of the rural manor houfe, into which we entered, combined, with the

grcateft fimplicity, a fpecies of elegance, which clearly evinced the genius and tafte

of the owner ; and this the more from the total abfence in it of any thing like pomp.

Mr. Paterfon now introduced me to M. de la Clampe, and informed him of my objeft

in vifiting this country. On hearing I was a Frenchman, the unfortunate emigrant

advanced towards me, and embracing me with tranfport : " Ah Sir," faid he, " how
is it with our dear France ?" What pleafure did I not receive in detailing to our

interefting countrymen the fucceffion of prodigies by which a great man had fucceeded

in reftoring happinefs and peace to our common country ! With what attention was

iTiy narrative heard ! With what tender earneftnefs did the good colonel imprecate the

bleffings of Heaven on the head of the Firfl Conful, and put up pravers for his long

life!
.

After a frugal repaft, we fallied forth to examine the farm of our hofl, he himfelf

being our guide, and dilating, with vifible gratification, on the moll minute works, and
their fucccfp : but of all that he pointed out nothing fo forcibly excited my attention as

a beautiful plantation of cotton and cocoa-trees, in a very promifing condition. M. de

la Clampe affured me that, by a feries of tedious and very nice experiments, he had
fucceeded in raifing cotton-trees, yielding cotton of various {hades, and efpecially that

peculiar to the fine nankeens of China, a faft colour hitherto not obtained, whether by
dint of culture, or by dyeing. " Either I am much miftaken," faid the colonel, " or

in a fhort time I Ihall have created two branches of commerce and exportation for this \

colony of the greateft value ; I have but this means left of acquitting the facred debt

I owe to a nation which gave me fhelter in the hour of misfortune ; and I am the more
impatient for the moment which will enable me to fatisfy this firfl defire of my heart,

as a teftimony of gratitude like this will bed agree wdth my fentiments of delicacy and
patriotifm."

While I was thus employed in invefligating a confiderable portion of this fingular

colony, two of my colleagues, Meflfrs. Depuch and Bailly, mineralogifts, belonging to

the expedition, paid a vifit to Tongabee and Havvkefbury, the two lad towns of the

county of Cumberland, and penetrated as far as to the weflern mountains. I fhall

here tranfcribe the chief details of their interefting excurfion from the manufcript

afforded me by M. Bailly.

Our friends left Sydney Town, in company with the chief phyfician Mr. Thomfon,
in the morning of the sift of Odtober, proceeding by water as far as Rofe Hill, landing

when at about two-thirds of the diflance, to vifit a fmall brewery at v> hich beer of aa
inferior quality is made from maize and a decoction of hop fent from England.

On arriving at Paramatta our two mineralogifts vifited the bed of the river, or rather

the rivulet of this town. " The breadth of this bed, aud its depth, " fays M. Bailly,

" compared with the fmall ftream of water flowing in it at that time, but too forcibly

fhew the prodigious fwell to which it is fubjeft, and which occafionaily defolates the

land ; but thefe inundations, fo alarming for the inhabitants, fingularly aflifl the geolo-
gift in expofing to his view the conftitution of the country.

" As we fhall foon demonftrate, the ftrata of freeftone, of which the whole
of the country of Sydney Town and its environs is conftituted, extend thus far, and
even much beyond this point ; but thefe Itrata at Paramatta are diftinguifhed from
thofe at the former place by being incumbent on bituminous fchiftus irnpreffed with the

2 figures
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figures of plants, among which many fpecies of fern. The thickncfs of the ftrata of
freeflone above the fchillous layers is of feveral feet. The fchift is difpofed in horizon-

tal beds, and is alternated with freeftone, and pudding-ftone, impregnated wirh a black

and bituminous matter. In midft of all thefc fubftances it is that the rivulet of Para-

matta takes its courfe.

" Were it allowable to judge from analogy, and from indices without number
prefented in the conllitution of the foil, one might conclude that a confiderable quan-

tity of coal exifts beneath Paramatta ; and the difcovery of this article at Port Stephen,

on the north, and at Hacking Port on the fouth of Port Jackfon, tends much to confirni

this conclufion. It may even be inferred that the feams of Paramatta lie but at

little depth below the furface : this lafl circumftancc, the pofition of the town in the

centre of the country, and the facility afforded to tranfport, uniting in affixing impor-

tance to a mine here ; fliould it really exilf, it may reafonably be conceived, that

the Britifli government will not long delay availing itfelf of the advantages it mud
afford.

At the diilance of four miles weft of Paramatta is the rifmg town of Toiigabce,

whither our companions repaired :
'= Part of the way thither," continues M, Bailly,

*' is through woods, the refidue between fertile fields, in a flaceof cultivation, fprcading

ever Conflitution Hill. As yet Tongabee is only a village of fcattered houfes ; it ftands

on the margin of a rivulet in a fertile valley, furrounded by hills of flight elevation,

all of them fubmitted to culture. Wheat forms the principal article here, and when
we were at this place it was in flower and promifed a grateful harvefl:. Tongabee,

indeed, with good reafon, is reckoned one of the granaries of the colony. The popu-

lation did not to us appear confiderable, but a pretty large number of houfes built of

wood, and empty at the time, announced more occafional inhabitants than we had op-

portunity of feting. We indeed learnt that moft of the land at Tongabee being under

culture on account of government, the convids employed on the works of the field

refide here only at thofe periods when their labor is required, after which they are re-

moved to different points of the colony where public or private works exaft their

fervice.

" The road leading from Paramatta to Tongabee, and from this laft fpot to the town.

of Hawkcfliury is wide, and kept in excellent order ; infpcclors appointed by govern-

ment, looking to the prefervation of it in good condition, and dirccling the neceffary

repairs.

" To the diftance of three or four miles beyond Tongabee the land is almoft wholly

cultivated, and is covered with houfes and farms of lefs or greater extent and beauty.

Beyond this diftance you reach a rivulet, which runs by the foot of a hill of littlf

elevation, but ffccp, and over which a bridge is thrown. At this rivulet the clearage

of the wood terminates towards the N. E. of Tongabee. In this part of New South

Wales a great number of cattle is reared, which, fpread over the country, might eflfecl

confiderable injury to the fields in culture : to prevent this the proprietors have adopted

a mode of cnclofurc prac1:iled in North America, a mode which u great fupjrfluity of

timber alone can ju Hi fy. Large trees are laid horizontally on the ground, one upon

another, and difpofed in a zig-zag manner, fo as to prcfent alternately a falient and an

inner angle.
" The water of the rivulet of which I fpeak has a flightly faltifli tafte, a tafte not to

be attributed to any admixture of fea -water ; this indeed lefs on account of its dillance

from the ocean than the diilerent level overvliich it runs. This brackilhnefs is the

refult, without any fnadow of doubt, from its wafhing in part of its courfe fome mine
o£
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of rock fait, as in various parts of the county of Cumberland large blocks of this fait

have been found.
" Crofling the rivulet, until we reached the parlfli of Hawkefb ury, we faw neither

houfesnor culture. The whole intermediate fpace is covered with wood, and is only

reinovcd from a perfect ilat by a few very flight undulations of furface. Here and
there ponds of frefh water are feen apparently formed by the rains.

" The thicknefs of the forefl had hitherto excluded all fight of the Blue Mountains,

when, at lad:, a few miles before we reached Hawkefbury, a natural ODcning prefented

them to our view. From this point they Ihewed themfelves in form of a vafl curtain

rtretched towards the N, W. along the horizon. No break, no peak was perceptible,

the courfe of this immenfe chain was marked by one regular horizontal line.

" At about a mile from Hawkefbury we quitted the foreft, and the eye wandered
with pleafure over well-cultivated lands, meeting with no obftrudion but the mountains,

which, at a diftance of feven or eight miles, rife like an immenfe rampart. A number
of houfes, irregularly difpofed on the right bank of the river, in this place very deep,
forms what is denominated Hawkefbury Town. Among thefe houfes, that of the

governor is diftinguilhed from the reft by its handfome appearance, and by its favorable

fite ; it is feparated from the river only by a very large garden terminated by a hand-
fome terrace. A number of other houfes difperfed over the adjacent country announce
lb many rich farms to which they belong. A Iheet of frefh water curves in a ferpentine

form through the country comprized between the foreft we had juft left and the

Hawkeibury River. This fheet of water, confined by lofty banks, is of great depth,

and about twenty paces over : it is croflTed by a wooden bridge, ereded by a private

perfon to whom in confequence the government granted a right of toll for a certain

number of years."

At Hawkeibury our friends took up their abode at the houfe of M. Arndell the

phyfician and chief magiftrate of the town *, to whom Governor King favoured them
with letters of recommendation, and who received them with the moll friendly kind-

nefs. At the fpot where the town is fituate the river is about as broad as the Seine at

Paris, and high as here veflels of fifty tons are able to afcend. " This river," fays M.
Bailly, " did not appear to us to abound in fifli, but it produces fparingly two kinds, one
refembling the carp, and the other the gudgeon."

After a curfory glance over the town, my companions proceeded to the foot of the

Blue Mountains by water. The benevolent M. Arndell procured them a guide who
knew the country, on which M. Bailly thus purfues his remarks. " We travelled

through well cultivated fields, in midft of which were fprinkled houfes and farm-yards

forming a pleafing contraft with the forefts by which a portion of the country continues

yet to be covered. Three or four miles beyond the town cultivation ceafes, and at this

diftance the foreft again is feen uncleared, ftretching along both fides of the river,

which in this part is conftantly of confiderable breadth, though become fo much Ihallower

as to have but five or fix feet water. Numerous trees here obftrudt its courfe and render

it difficult of navigation ; running foul of one of thefe we with great difficulty were
difengaged.

" On the left bank of the river, where the foreft begins, an efcarpment is feen, the

talus of which forms an' angle of more than 80 degrees. This efcarpment coiitinues

along the river the fpace of two miles, and is wholly compofed of black fchift apparently

in horizontal layers. Notwithftanding the fteepnefs of this declivity, paths were dif-

* This gentleman poffefles an eftate of 630 acres, of which 70 confift of wheat, 40 ofmaize, zo of barley, &c.

tinguifhed
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tinguiflied which our guides averred were frequented by ihe natives, on the expertnefs

and agility requifite for which purpofe no comment is neceflary.

" On the margin of the river we perceived, at intervals, fhingle in great heaps, borne
down by the violence of the (tream. This fhingle confided of a mixture of granite,

porphyry, and other matter bi'ought from the primitive mountains ; fmaller and more
rare in the vicinage of Hawkefljury, the flones encreafe in fize and frequency as the

river is higher afcended : thefc lafl circumflanccs engendered the hope that we fhould

in little time approach the fite of their origin, and the prefumption was farther augmented
by the proximity of the mountains.

" Beyond the efcarpment I have noticed, the country again becomes vifible, and
farms and cultured lands border both fides of the river. At the extremity of thefe

lands, on the left bank of the flreani, is a fmall mount of flight elevation, termed
Richmond Hill, where the country ceafes to be cleared, and where alfo the river is no
longer navigable by boats of any great draught of water, on account of fand banks by
which it is obftrucled. M. Arndtll, who had forefeen this obflacle, had directed our
boatmen to procure for us at Richmond Hill a very fmall boat, capable of carrying us

over thefe banks.
" We now foon reached a fmall low iflct entirely compofed of fhingle, on which

grow fonie ftunted trees. Here the ri^ht arm of the river * was nothing but a flender

rill, and the left arm f alone was navigable : this arm however continued fo but for a

fhort diflance, being obdrufted by beds of fhingle, on which we continually grounded.

Moreover, the flope of this branch was fo confiderable here that, in order to overcome
the flrength of the current, the men were obliged to get into the water, and drag the

fkiff along.

" After contending for a long time with this lafl obflacle we refolved on landing,

and got on fliore on the iflet noticed. The fhingle of which, as we have obferved, it is

compofed, confifls of a variety of fubflances, but mofl efpccially of thofe which form
primitive mountains

;
granite, porphyry, gneifs or micucious fchifl conititute the majo-

rity, confounded with bituminous fchifl, freeflone, pudding-flone, breccias, and other

fubitance of fecondary origin. From the primitive iloncs adverted to being found no

where but in the bed of the river, we mufl perforce conclude that the mountains whence

they are brought are themfelves of primitive nature : flill, as yet, the Englilh have

been unable to extend their refearches beyond the banks of freeflone of which the

foremofl tiers of mountains are compofed, which banks alfo extend to the fea.

" Thwarted by the different obflaclcs to our ulterior navigation, and deltitute of the

means neceffary for penetrating forefls through which no roads are cut, and which pre-

fent no refources of any kind, my colleague and myfelf at length determined to roturn

to Hawkcfbury. The current of the river much facilitated our progrels now, and foon

did we pafs the fand banks and fhelvcs which retarded us on our advance to the moun-

tains. We were moreover indebted in great mealurc for this facility to a circumftancr

the concurrence of which had not entered into our compulation. 'I'he flowing in of

the tide had raifed the waters of the river about throe decimeters j notuithflanding we

were at a diflance from the fea, computing the windings of the river, of more than

one hundred miles. From this obfervation it refults : that the difference of level

between the foot of the Blue Mountains and the fea fhore does not exceed from fix to

nine decimeters §, feeing the rife of tide at Port Jackfbn is commonly not more than

four to five feet."

• The river Grofe. f The Ncpcan. X A foot Englifh. (J 2 or 3 feet.

After
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After this detail of hisinterefting excurfion, M.Bailly gives the refult of his refearches

into the mineral produftions of the county of Cumberland as follows

:

" Independent of the quartzy freeftone, of which the bafe of the country from the

fea to the mountains is compofed, large fpaces are found covered with fchift, but this is

of pofterior formation, to the freeftone, as is evident from its incumbency en that

fublbnce.
" Both the freeftone and fchift are horizontally difpofcd, or at leaft, in a direflion

very nearly parallel to the horizon ; occafionally their thicknefs exceeds feveral

yards, at other times but a few lines : commonly thei-e is little adherence in the one

ftratum to the other, and they are readily feparated.

" In the freeftone cavities more or Icfs large are found as in geodes (lithotomi

cavcrnofi), lined with a fpecies of oxidated hsematites of iron, diffolved by water and

afterwards depofited.

" On the beds of fchift and freeftone rcpofcs the vegetable earth, of little depth near

the fea, but increafmg in depth in proportion to the diftance from its fhores, and, on the

banks of the Hawkelbury River, acquiring very confiderable thicknefs.

" Vegetable earth does not appear to be the exclufive depofit made on the beds of

freeftone; for there are ailfo found on them feams of ferruginous clay, exceedingly

compaft, and ferving to make excellent bricks.

" In other parts, and efpecially the vicinage of Sydney Town on the road to

Paramatta, other feams are found of a whitifli clay, mixed with quartz, mica, and a

ferruginous matter, apparently carbonated iron. This remarkable combination which

has been compared to, and does not ill refemble granite in a decompofed ftate, was

defcribed fome years back in the Philofophical Tranfaftions of the Royal Society of

London, under the name of Sydneyte, or Sydneya, and was noticed as a new fubftance,

although it contains no new element. This clay, or rather this mixture, is fuccefsfully

employed in the manufadlure of divers kinds of pottery, for which purpofe feveral

kilns have been erected at the village of Brick Field. I have feen of their production

fome fpecimens, equally remarkable for the fmenefs of the pafte of which they were

made, and for their whitenefs.

,
" 1 hroughout the whole extent of country occupied by the Englifli, and in its

neighbourhood, Port Stephen, for example, the river Hunter, Port Hacking, Bateman
Bay, Sic. not the leaft veitige of any calcareous ftone, has hitherto been found ; and, ia

every part, the inhabitants are fain to ufe for making lime the Ihells of oyfters and
other fifli, of which confiderable quantities are found at Botany Bay. In vain has

government proffered handfome rewards for the difcovery of any ftratum of limeftone;

all fearch after this article has hitherto proved fruitlefs, nor is there room for fuppofmg
that any will hereafter be /ound**.

" On the road from Hawkefbury to Tongabee, at nearly an equal diftance from the

two towns, we obferved oxidated haematites of iron, in chambers. This fubftance was
diflufed in large quantities, and in maffes of confiderable volume, over the furface of

the foil; we conjectured it could not have been brought from any great diftance, aiid

that it had been colleded at this fpot by fome particular accident, the nature of which
it would be difficult to fathom, as there is no mine yet worked in the country. This
matter appeared to us fufceptible of yielding excellent iron; and in a country where

Wilfon, who in the becjinning of February 1798 accompanied three convfifls on an attempt to pafs

the welUtn mimniaius, by order of tlie governor, at a dlilance o' between I'eventy and eighty miles nearly
fouth welt of Paranatta, difcovered both limeftone and coal. IV.

wood
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wood is fo extremely abundant, the difcovery of a mine of this defcription could not

fail of becoming on many accounts very valuable.
" This iron excepted, no metallic fubftance has hitherto been difcovered * ; and

among the pebbles depofited by the river, nothing which I faw juflifies the prefumption

of the exiflence of any vein in the interior of thefe mountains.
" Of all the mineral productions of the Englilh colony the mofl abundant and ufeful

is coal. At Port Hacking and Port Stephen inmienfe beds of it are found, almofl at

the furface, and floping in almofl: every direction. This coal is of excellent quaUty,

its only fault being in its too greatly abounding in bitumen : it is ufed at Sydney Town
for domefliic purpofes ; and cargoes of it, freighted for Bengal and the Cape of Good
Hope, have gone to very profitable markets.

" Independent of coal, which I fufpeft exifts under the foil of Paramatta, my col-

league, M. Dupuch, and myfelf, difcovered at the foot of the mountains large mafles

of bituminous fchiflus, which burns with a very lively flame, exhales a decidedly bitu-

minous fmell, and yields a thick fmoke. The pieces of this fchift lofe nothing of their

prifl:ine figure by combuftion j fire only renders them more brittle, and deprives them
of their colour. In a country defl;itute of coal, and in which wood fhould be fcarce,

this fchiflus would be a valuable acquifition.

" To the mineral fubftances I have previoufly noticed mufl; be added fal gemma
(rock fait), of which I underfland very confiderable quantities have been found in dif-

ferent parts of the colony ; I myfelf faw a fpecimen of this article in poffeffion of the

governor, more than a foot in diameter.

" After having terminated our mineraJogical obfervations at the foot of the Blue
Mountains, and in the vicinage of Hawkefbury, we refumed the road to Paramatta,

which we entered the next day. During the fliort flay we made here, I went to vifit a

tannery, which yet, indeed, was of no great confequence, but which will annually

increafe in proportion to the augnienting number of cattle. I faw here fome feal-lkins,

tanned into a leather applicable to many economical ufes.

" I muft not conclude this narrative without noticing the liberal conduct of the

governor of the colony and of Mr. Arndell. The boats, rowers, guide, and inter-

preter, ail were provided for us by the Englifli government; our chief even refufed us

the provifions necclfary tor the excurfion."

Not only is it in its mountains and i-Ivers, its winds and florms, that New South

Wales preients a feries of grand phenomena ; in its vegetables and animals nature in a

fimilar manner has every where fliown herfclf extraordinary; the hiltory of its inhabi-

tants likewife adduces many ftriking fingularities, nor muft be omitted that afforded by
the admirable fyftem of colonization introduced by England on thefe diflant fhores.

But the too great length of this chapter already forbids ulterior details : to another

feafon muft I delay the expofition of the valuable confequences to be expeded from the

laft-mentioned circumftance, and firft terminate what concerns our ftay at Port

Jackfon.

I have already obferved that the Naturalifte, freighted with the collections and vali-

tudinarians of both fhips, was about to return with Captain Hamelin to France. In

confequence of this determination Meflrs. Lefchenault, Faure, and Bailly, the only

ones of my colleagues who remained belonging to that vefl'el, were turned over to the

Geographe, which, on the other hand, loft M. Depuch, too much exhaufted to be able

• Indices of copper and tin have however fince the period at which our author wrote, as is reported,

been difcovered. Tr.

VOL. XI. 6 D , to
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to continue the voyage with us, together with MeflVs. Bougainville, the fon, Maurouard

and Briic, mid'> ipmen of the firlt clafs : thefe three gentlemen had the misfortune to

incur the pointed hatred of our commander, and were condemned by him in confe-

qucnce to this fpecics of tranfportation, as well as our fecond phyfician, M. Taillefer,

the fame whofe devotion to the relief of our fick has before been noticed *.

Thefe fad and Lift arrangements made, we fet fail on the i8th of November in the

morning, after a ftay at New South Wales of one hundred and fifty-two days. Before,

however, 1 refume the hiftory of our voyage, it feems to me the more requifite I fhould

exhibit the refult of my experiments on the phyfical ftrength of the favages of the

county of Cumberland, as this objeQ is connected with feveral matters already known
to the reader.

CHAP. XX.

—

Experiments on the phyfical Strength of the Savages of D'lemen's Land,

New Holland, and the Inhabitants of Timor ; on that of the French, and Englifj,

THAT fmgular aera is ftill frefli in the memory of all, in which individuals of cele-

brity, carried away by an ardent imagination, and foured by misfortunes infeparable

from focial life, were feen to exclaim againft that ftate, mifprize its advantages, and
afcribe, on the contrary, to favages all the fources of happinefs and every principle of
virtue. Their fatal eloquence unfettled tiie public mind ; for the firlt time, men of

fenfe were heard to lament the progrefs of civilization, and figh for that wretched

condition rendered illuftrious by the fedudtive title of a (late of nature. Happily,

modern voyages, by mr.king us fuccefTively acquainted with fi) many nations of favages,

have enabled us to appreciate the value of thefe vain fophifms ; in this initance, our ex-

pedition will have rendered material fervice to found philofophy.

Of all the advantages which the panegyrifls of the ftate of nature attributed to

favages, that On which they moft efpecially and moft generally infifted was fuperior

ftrength. The confequence and companion of health, ftrength, indeed, if it were the

exclufive appendage, or even if it were more peculiarly the endowment of the favage

would certainly have given to him a title to preference, and have deprived the civilized

condition of life of one of the moft allured pledges of happinefs. Hence have the

detractors of the focial fjftem declaimed with all the powers of eloquence on the

fuppofed degradation in this refpect of civilized man, and have endeavoured to eftab-

lilh their opinion as a fundamental principle. Till now, indeed, means were wanting of
fatisfaftory contradiftion by an exadt comparifon of the ftrength of different individuals

and nations, and no diredt experiments to this effedl could confequently be made.
M. Coulomb, in his memoir fubmitted to the Inftitute in the year 6, had only for objeft

to determine the quantum of daily labour which Frenchmen could affefl according to

the diflerent modes of applying their ftrength. Prevented by circumftances from pro-

fecuting them himfelf, this illuftrious naturalift was only enabled to point out to others

the experiments which fhould be made on other people, and the various modifications

which climate and the quality of the food were likely to occafion in their degrees of
ftrength. We fhall have occafion ftiortly to demonftrate by our experiments how jufl:

his opinions were on thisfubjedt. This portion of the hiftory of man, at the time of our

It IS pleafing for one to be enabled to add, that our three companions, as foon as ihey arrived m
Europe, were promoted to liaitenancies ; and that all have rendered themfelves confpicuoiis in late engage-
nittits. As to M. Taillefer, His Excellancy Vice Admiral Decree, minifterof the navy, by canfmg him
to be appointed by His Majcfty the Ernperof, furgton-mojor of the battalion of marines of the Imperial
guard, nobly rewarded his fervices.

departure
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departure from Europe, was one which ftill further excited the interefl: and zeal of
naturalifts.

Regnier, by the invention of the dynanometer *, had recently opened a wider field to
refcarches of this kind. Without being pcrfeft, no doubt, without being capable of
minutely afcertaining the precife degree of ftrength, this inftrumcnt nevertht'lers pre-
fents very clofe approximations, and at any rate, indicates the comparative force applied
with more exaditude, as I have experiv-nced in three years' practice, than could at firfl

be expected. This inftrument I had the advantage of carrying firil abroad and of
employing among the people of the f<iuthcrn hemifpherc : I neglected nothing to pro-
fit by it as largely as pofhble ; and if from circumftances I have been prevented from
giving to my experiments the latitude that could be wilhed, at leaft have I rendered
valuable thofe which I made by their minute precifion.

SECT. I.— Experiments on the Savages of Diemen*s Land.

On Diemen's Land and the contiguous ifland Maria, exifls a race of men entirely

differing from that by which the continent of New Holland is peopled. In llature the

individual of this race is fimilar to Europeans, but dlffimilar in his extraordinary con-
formation. With a large head, efpecially remarkable by its length from the chin to

the finciput, he has broad fhoulders, flurdy loins, and the thighs generally mufcular,

but at the fame time almolt every one has the extremities flender, long, and weak, with

a big belly, falient and formed like a balloon. In other matters, thefe people are deiU-

tute of chiefs, properly fpeaking, of laws, of regular government, and of arts of any
kind ; and are without any notion of agriculture, or of animals domefticated for fervice;

they wear no deaths, have no fixed abode or Ihelter but what is afforded by wretched

fcreens made of bark to defend them from the cold fouthern blafts ; nor have they any
other arms but tlie club and the fpear. Conflantly a wanderer amid the forelLs or

along the ffiores of the fea, the inhabitants of thefe regions undoubtedly poffeffes every

character iflic of uncivilized man, and pre-eminently merits the dillindion of the child

of nature. Still, how widely does he differ, either regarded in a moral or phyfical point

of view, from thofe ilelufive portraits of him, the offspring of fancy and enthufiafm,

which fyffem-makers have drawn, and placed in competition with man in focial life!

With men fo brutal as we found thefe to be, our communications, if not rare, were

difficult and accompanied by danger ; and, as will have been feen, the chief of our

interviews with them terminated, on their part, in hoftile aggreffions.

Ifour generalcommunicationswiththemwasfo fpare, our dynanometrical obfcrvations

were ftill more fo. Hence, Ipite of exertion, have I been enabled on thefe fliores to

obtain but few data, and thole incomplete, as I was unable to induce any of the inha-

bita;!is to try the llrength of thiir loins. However, as all my experimLiits were made

on individuals of the ftrongefl conttiluiions, and as their rcfults were clear and fiinilar,

we may fearlefsly apply them generally to the individuals of this firfl race : now thefe

refuhs uniformly exhibit a want of flr>iigth truly extraordinary. For, though my ex-

periments were repeated on the moft vigorous chifs of the population, that between

eighiecn and forty years of age, no DiemjiK-re was found capable of making the needle

advance beyond 60°, and twelve obfervations on different individuals gave for a

mean 50,6*. Wefliall prefently fee the difference between this and the mean of ex-

periments made on Europeans.

* The defcri tiin and uf? of this inllruraent, Hludrated by a \)lnc, msy be fecn in VoL i p. 399. oF

tin Philofophitdl Magi^ine. Tn.
6 D 2 SECT.
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SECT. II. — Experiments on the Savages of New Hollatid.

New Holland, from Wilfon's Promontory in the fouth, to Cape York in the north,

appears to be inhabited by a fecond race of men, differing effentially from any hitherta

known. The ftaturc of thefe men is nearly the fame as that of the inhabitants of Die-

men's Land ; but, independent of other charaderiftics, they differ from the race pre-

cedinp;Iy dcfcribcd, in the lighter colour of their fkin, in the nature of their hair, which
is fleek and long, and in the remarkable fhape of their head, which is fmaller, and, in-

flead of being longer from their chin to the fmciput, is in meafure comprefled at the

crown. The back of this people is llkewife in general lefs broad : in other refpefts

the fame difproportion exifts in them between the trunk and the members, the fame
weakncfs and flender Ihape of the latter, and, in many inftances, the fame tumefadtion

of the belly. For what regards the focial ftate, the inhabitants of New Holland are

hitherto unacquainted with agriculture, or the ufe of metals ; like the inhabitants of
Diemcn's Land, they go without raiment, and are deftitute of laws, worlhip, arts, or
any alfured means of fupport ; being obliged, like the Diemenefe, to depend on the

forefts or the fea-fhore for their fuftenance. But among thefe already are the firfl: ele-

ments of focial organization perceptible : the different hordes comprize a larger num-
ber of members ; they have chiefs ; their dwellings, though built in a coarfe flyle,

are more numerous and of fuperior ftrufture ; their arms are more varied and for-

midable ; they are more venturefome on the water ; their mode of hunting is more re-

gular ; and their wars more general ; already they refpedt the rights of nations in fome
degree ; and, finally, they have tamed the dog, and make him their companion in

hunting and in war. But again, equally brutal with the people of Diemen's Land»
they are even more averfe from ftrangers. Dampier, Cook, La Peroufe, and Flinders,

at different places, and at different periods, have been obliged to repel their infults by
fire-arms, and we ourfelves avoided having recourfe to this expedient only by taking to

flight.

Seventeen favages of the fouthern continent made experiments of their ftrength by
the dynanometer, among whom fourteen were between eighteen and forty years of age,

and confequently of that period of life when man is ftrongefl. Still the fame cha-

raiEleriftic of weaknefs obferved among the Diemenefe was apparent here. One alone

caufed the needle to advance to 62% and the mean ftrength of the fourteen individuals

fcarcely exceeded 51°. Some indeed were fo weak as fcarcely to be able to raife the

needle to 40°.

The ftrength of their loins furnifhed, on experiment, the fame refults : if the young
Ooroo Mare be excepted, who caufed the needle to rife to 19% none were able to make
it advance fo far as 18° ; and fo much inferior was the renal ftrength of the remainder

a6 to give fcarcely 14,8" for a mean.

SECT. III. — Experiments on thejirength of the inhabitants of Timor.

In afcending from the Diemenefe to the people of New Holland, we reach the firfl

removal from the pure favage ; in order to perfed the fcale of gradation from the ftate

of nature to the approximation towards focial order found in the inhabitants of Timor
feveral fteps are wanting : the fecond removal might be exhibited by the people of New
Guinea ; a third by thofe of New Zealand j a fourth, according to the mofl authentic

accounts, by the races inhabiting the great equatorial ocean j and the population of

Timor
10
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Timor and the Molucca iflands would conflitutc the fifth remove. Unfortunately

three of the intermediate gradations have not yet been fufficiently examined to juftify

any pofitive affertion refpe£ting them, I fhall therefore limit my obfervations to an
expofition of the refult of my experiments on the Malays of Timor, and the neighbour-

ing iflands Pooloo Rotti, Soombawa, Semawoo, Macaflar, Ende, and Solor. Of
fimilar defcent, inhabiting the fame climate, fubjed to the fame laws and cufloms, and
fubfifting on fimilar aliment, all of thefe may, I conceive, be claffed together without

any fenfible error ; and with thefe likewife fome Chinefe, who for centuries eftablifhed

on thefe iflands from father to fon, may be looked upon as indigenous.

The Malays are not the aborigines of the iflands of the great archipelago of Afia.

Brutal and fanguinary conquerors, they invaded them at a period of which hifl;ory or

even tradition preferves no rccolleftion. Efliabliflied on the fhores of the fea, they are

collefted together in numerous and regular focieties, and inhabit towns or villages of

great or fmall extent. Subjed to Kings poflefled of different extenfion of authority,

and, by their commerce with Europeans, raifed to a tolerable degree of civilization,

they excrcife different arts, addidt themfelves to agricultrure, and the care of flocks, to

fifliery, trade, and navigation, as fully as their natural apathy and defire of gain allow.

Offspring pf the ferocious warriors of Malacca, they preferve the language of their an-

ceft:ors, their manners, cufl;oms, laws, and religion, but, by long fubjeftion to the

Portugueze and Dutch, they have happily lofl: a portion of their original ferocity.

Fifty-fix individuals of this generation were fubjedled to my experiments. In them
was noticed ; that between eighteen and thirty years of age ftrength encreafes, fo as at

the latter nearly to double the degree exerted at the former period ; that it augments

but trivially from thirty to forty ; and that it gradually diminiflies from forty to fifty,

and from fifty to fixty. Thefe experiments moreover gave for the mean degree of

manual ftrength 58,7" ; for that of the reins 16,2".

SECT. IV.— Experiments on the Jirengih of the French.

With favages, or thofe but flightly civilized, fuch as thofe of which we have fpoken,

dynanometrical obfervations are more corredly obtained in a general point of view than

can ever be the cafe among Europeans. Our numerous population, the divcrfity of

profeflions followed by the individuals of which it is compofed, our habits of life, aliment,

&c. prevent any fair comparifon ; for in order to find the mean ftrength of a nation,

of the French for example, fuch a multitude of experiments would be neceflary on
fubjeds taken from all clafles of fociety, as to render a juft conclufion next to impof-

fible. Not fo with hordes of favages, efpecially thofe of New Holland and Diemen's

Land : in thefe parts the population is fo thin that the moft numerous tribes confift

fcarcely of fift\- iiulividuals ; and here all difference of rank, exercife, and food is un-

known : with fimilar wants and fimilar refourccs all have the fame labours to follow,

the fame privations to undergo, and indulge in the fame enjoyments. This uniformity,

conftantly exifting through every ftage of life, occafionsa phyfical and moral fimilitude

in thefe individuals of which no idea can be formed in focial life. Hence I do not

hefitate, notwithftanding the fmall number of obfervations made by nie on the inha-

bitants of Diemen's Land and New Holland, nay, even of Timor, to look upon the

refults as much more precife than a more numerous feries ot experiments made on
European nations could polfibly be. I am therefore far from difpofed to deduce any

confequence, from tlie lew dynanometrical experiments made on the Englifli and

French, decifive of the adual ftrength of thefe two people. 1 merely prefent them as

affording
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affording fpecimcns by which a better judgment may be formed of the weaknefs of the

favage nations before noticed ; which fpecimcns alfo are the more adapted for this pur-
pofeas the individuals on whom the experiments were made, were of fimilar a,ges, and
of different profeflions ; merchants, military men, judges, naturalids, phyficians,

f;iilors, &c. ; and as the experiments were made by them while under the iniiuence of
the fame climate,

'I'he manual flrcngth of feventeen Frenchmen gave for a mean 69,2° ; that of the

loins 22,1°.

SECT. V. — Expcrimenls on the Jircvgth of the Er,gliJJ}.

The mean refult from fourteen experiments made on Engliflimen, gave for the

ftrength of the hands 7 1,4* ; for that of the loins 23,8 '. The flight dilftrence between
this refult and that of the experiments on the French, may poflibly have been occafioned
by the latter having returned from a long fea vovage, while the Englifh, who tried the

dynancmeter, were principally thofe refident on fliore *
: other little circumftances, local

or individual, might likewife have been the caufe of the difference ; whence, to draw
any deduction as to the relative force from thefe experiments would be ridiculous.

SECT. VI. — General refult of experiments on the flrength of the favages cf Diemen's

Land and New Holland, of the inhabitants of Timor, the French and the Englijh.

Combining the refults of the feries of experiments on the four different nations, it

follows that the manual flrength at a mean was in the following proportions expreffed in

kilogrammes and lbs. avoirdupois.

Of the people of Diemen's Land
• New Holland

Timor
The French
The Englifh

The force of the loins in the undermentior
avoirdupois, were

Of the people of Diemen's Land
"•• New Holland

Timor
The French
The Englifh

Hence there may be drawn as conclufions,

I ft. That the inhabitants of Diemen's Land, the moft perfect favages, and thofe

who pre-eminently deferve the name of the children of nature, are of all the weakefl.

* The only exception was the captain of a merchantman, of the name of Smith, whofc manual ftrength
was exceeded by that of Michaux alone on the part of the French, the compnfGon of the inftrument by
Smith giving 79, by Michaux 82 : but if Smith found a fuperior in manual ftrength, in Rrength of loins

lie furpaflVd all, either French or Englifli, the dynanometer giving for his draught (landing on the foot of
theinihurneiit, and pulling upward, 31 myriagrammes, while the moll powerful among the French, Lieut.
ii. Freycinft, could only draw the needle to 29,5. Ti.

9 ad. That

Kilogrammes.
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2 J, That the inhabitants of New Holland, a degree removed from the former to-

wards civilization, are much inferior in ftrength to thofe of Timor, though in a flight

degree ftronger than the Diemcncfe.

3d, That the inhabitants of 'I'imor, both in the hands and loins, are vaflly weaker

than either the Englifli or French.

And from thefe conclufions may further be deduced :

That ph\ ficalitrength is not always the greater in proportion to the decreafe of

civilization ; and that it is not a uniform and natural confequence of a favage ftate.

Such are the deduQions from the experiments I w as enabled to make with the dyna-

mometer during a long and tedious voyage : I did intend to continue them at the Cape
of Good Hope upon the Hottentot race; but the intercft of fcience impelled nie to

make a facrifice at the Ifle of France of the inflrumcnt to which I was indebted for

ihefe afcertainments. I delivered it, by direftion of the governor of the colony, to

M. Chapotin, chief phyfician, and may reafonably prefume that in his hands it will

produce new information. No country indeed is better adapted than the Ifland of

France for obfervations of this defcription, where, on a limited fpace, the inhabitants

of all climates are collefted : the negro from the banks of the Senegal and the Niger,

the fierce Yolof, the proud Malyachc, the warlike and coloffal CaftVe, the robull inha-

bitant of Mozambique, in fhort, all the black legions of Africa are here confounded

together; here too are feen the cruel Malay from the rocks of Macaffiir, and the

peaceful inhabitants of the Sunda, and Molucca illands ; the indolent, weak, and gentle

race which drink the waters of the Indus and the Ganges, are numerous there ; and

fome of the individuals of the iflands of the great ocean begin to make their appear-

ance : finally, thoufands of fhips annually touch here from all quarters of the globe.

What valuable information, provided experiments with the dynamometer were care-

fully made by an intelligent man, might there not therefore be obtained from fuch a

multiplicity of nations, fo different one from the other ! But, without anticipating the

advantages of a work of this kind conducted with propriety, I fhall make fome general

remarks on the prefumptive caufes of the weaknefs of the three nations of which I

have fpoken.

SECT. VII.— On the prefumptive Caufes of the Weaknefs of the Inhabitants of Diemen's

Landt New Holland, and 21mor.

Having eflablifhed the faft by direft experiments of the very remarkable weak-

nefs of the people of Diemen's Land, New Holland, and Timor, the enquiry follows

:

is this weaknefs to be attributed to their mode of life and the abfence of civilization ?

This problem, as difficult as it is intereffing, doubtlefs requires for its foliition a greater

number of data than I have colleded ; ffili thefe appear to me fufceptible of thro .ving

much light on the qucflion.

Modern phyfiologifts agree that, every thing in other refpcfts being the fame, bodily

flrcngth is belt created and maintained by abundant and healthy nouriflnnent, and by

conitant and moderate cxercife. A temperature of the atmofpherc inclinable to cold

is regarded as a third advantage, though of lefs general confequence, and lefs indif-

penfable than the preceding. Regarding thefe as caufes, the revcrfe of them muft be

liable to produce oppofite clTeds, Thefe elements admitted, the caufes of the weaknefs

of the nations in qucllion fhould, in my cltcem, appear equally fnnple and efficient.

To pn ve this it will be fufficient I fliould in a fuccinft manner recapitulate the phyfical

ftate of the country, on which by nature thefe diflerent people ire placed.

iji. Tbt



944 VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY OF SOUTHERN LANDS.

\Jl. The Inhabitants of Timor. ^

The large ifland Timor, too little known to Europeans, and efpecially to naturalifts,

is, in every refpeft, one of the moft fertile the world can boaft. Without digrefling

into a difplay of its vegetable and animal produftions, it may be fufficient I Ihould

obferve that every kind of fruit peculiar to the climate of India is found here in pro-

fufion, without requiring of man any other labour than to gather it : rice is of fuperior

quality ; the moft valuable roots, potatoes, ignames, manioc, and many others unknown
to me, are in greatefl plenty ; in fine, the vegetable kingdom exhaufts here all its

{lores.

In the animal region nature is equally profufe. Round the cabin of the indolent

Malay are conflantly feen immenfe Iwarms of poultry, ducks, pigs, goats, fheep, buffa-

loes, horfes, &c. All the neighbouring forefts abound in flocks and herds of thefe

animals, again become wild and wanderers. To thefe add numerous legions of mon-
kies and enormous bats, the flefh of which is held a luxury by the Malays, and is

truly tender and delicate ; and it muft be granted that here the inhabitants have

nothing left to wifh for. I fay nothing of birds, however various their genera and

fpecies, fmce amid fuch profufion they are altogether difregarded. The rivers yield

abundance of excellent fifh ; but nothing can compare for fecundity with the fea-fliore

of Timor, as all the naturalifts of Paris may conjefture from the prodigious quantity of

cruftaceous and teflaceous animals, filh, molluf "e, zoophytes, &c. which M. Lefueur

and myfelf have tranirnitted. Thefe are obtained at pleafure, and without the flighteft

labour ; all that is required being to go down to the fea-fhore at low water and fele£t

with the hand any of thefe animals, found in flioals in fmall hollows among the madre-

pores, where they have been left by the tide, the water filtering through the madrepores,

and leaving the fmall pits dry.

With refpedl to aliment, therefore, no people was ever more amply fupplied, nor

more kindly dealt with by nature : excellence, abundance, and variety await merely

feleftion ; in point, therefore, of fufficiency of nutriment nothing is wanting for the

production of ftrength in man.

Unhappily this facility of fatisfying the wants of life, this fuperfluity afforded with-

out either care or labour, have generated a univerfal apathy, an indifference, nay, an
averfion for toil fo great among this people, that the very thought of it is fufficient to

render them melancholy. Part of the day as well as the night, the inhabitant of Timor
is feen feated on his heels, beneath the fhade of a tamarind or palm-tree, a bananin or

a mangle, inceffantly chewing his betel and drinking caloo ; twice or thrice in the day

he takes a flender meal ; now diverts himfelf with a kind of guitar made cff the

bamboo and a leaf of the latanier ; now weaves fome little mats or other trifling works
of no exertion ; and now again fpends hours in bathing, combing his hair, and rubbing

himfelf with oil of cocoa, fleeping at intervals of both day and night. As for flaves,

they are fo numerous in every houfe, fuch little work is exacted of them, and this is

done with fuch deliberation, that they live a life as idle almoft as their mafl:ers. From
this picture of their habitude this people muft be regarded as funk into a permanent

ftate of inaction and reft. Does not a mode of living fuch as here defcribed appear

fufficient to account for that weaknefs denoted by the dynanometer, and which indeed

is not lefs evident from their conformation .? In faft, without being fo weak in their

limbs as the people of Diemen's Land and New Holland, the Malays of Timor in thefe

parts are defective of ftrength and but little mufcular ; in confequence they poffefs a

roundnefs and grace much fuperior to what is obfervable in Europeans, and naked, as

they commonly are, appear with fingular elegance.

From
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From thefe remarks will be gathered that the extreme inactivity of the people of

Timor is the effential caufe of their want of vigour.

Still, conducive to it is the temperature of the ifland, and that hot and moifl atmo-

fphere whofe baneful effefts on health we experienced fo fatally. Preferved in fome
degree from its morbid influence by cold baths, by friction, by a multiplicity of bitter

and aromatic fubilances, but mod efpecially by the preparation of betel, which they

ufc for reftoring its tone to the ftomach, the debilitating powers of the humid atmo-

fphere are ftill felt in fpite of the neutralizing antidotes.

Thefe laft fafts correfpond with the refults obtained by M. Coulumb, whofe tefti-

mony, valuable in itfelf, is further corroborated by numerous experiments. " The
mean capability of labour in man," fays he, " varies according to the climate. I had
the direftion of confiderable works at Martinico, in which the troops w.-»re employed,
where the thermometer is rarely below 20° *

: the fame kind of works were executed

alfo under my infpedion in France ; and I can from experience fafely affirm, that in

14° of latitude, where :nen are conltantly bathed in their perfpiration, they are inca-

pable of half the daily labour to which they are accuflomed in our climates."

The high temperature therefore' of Timor, the conflant dampnefs ot the air, and

the indolent life of the inhabitants, in my opinion, furnifh collectively a fatisfadtory

explanation of the weaknefs peculiar to the firft of the three people of which we have

to fpeak. But here we muft allow that the degree of civilization does not appear to

have any eflential or immediate influence on the flirength of the people. Far other-

wife is it with the Diemenefe and the inhabitants of New Holland.

id. New Holland and Diemen's Land.

Nature feems to have aCted the part of a ftep-mother towards the people of thefe

regions. The vegetable kingdom fcarcely yields any thing : never did we meet here

with any edible fruit that grew to the fize of a cherry ; nor are any nutritious roots

known other than of fern or arohys. Neither does the animal kingdom prefent any

fpecies of tolerable dimenfions but the caiTowary and the kanguroo, both the one and

the other become rare on the continent from their baing ib conftantiy purfued. The
filhery indeed might furnifli a more abundant refource for the inhabitants, and one

more certain ; but the imperfecl:ion of their inltruments and mode of tifliing, winter

with the inhabitants of Diemen's Land, frequent ilorms with thofe of New Holland
;

and, above all, the migrations of the fifh, all concur to render this laft dependence

precarious, and fomctimes ablblutely null. Then it is that thofe dreadful famines take

place, the lamentable confequences of which Governor Phillips had himfelf occafion

to witnefs (hortly after his arrival : " There," fays M. Collins, " the unfortunate

natives were reduced to fuch a (larved condition, as to refemble fo many ikeletons, and

feem on the point of perifliing." The produdions of the fea are of no arail even to

thofe repulfed to the interior of the country : thefe fubfift on frogs, lizards, ferpents,

various larvee, and particularly on the large fnails which collect in bunches big as the

head round the branches of the relinous eucalyptus. Spiders even, as in Njw Cale-

donia, form part of their difgulling food : in many inftances thefe wretched hordes

are reduced to live on certain herbage and the bark of trees ; in fine, tliere is nothing,

not even the numerous ants which devaltate the foil, but they are forcjd to ufe for

» Here Reaumur's thermometer cannot l>c iiicant. but llie centigrade, as on the former 2j i> tiju.il tw

no more than 68° cf lahrciiljeit, whereas tlic temperature of Maniiiiq ic i; conllan'.ly higher thjn this.

By the centigrade thermometer 20' is equal to-77* of Fahrenheit. 1"k.

VOL. XI. 6 £ nutriment.
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nutriment. M. Collins * dcfcribes the horrid pafle prepared by the natives, by grind-

ing thefe infeds and thin larvjE, and mixing them with the roots of fern ; a fhockingly

repulfive praflice which the mofl hideous famine could alone originate, and of which

a parallel, I think, can in no country be found.

AiTurediy, fimilar aliments are litlle fuited to engender bodily ftrength ; and in this

particular we fhall feek in vain for human beings more deficient.

With refpe£t to exercife : in lieu of moderate and conflant exertion, the favage of

thefe parts, impelled by the imperious cravings of hunger to feek for aliment, for days

together undertakes tedious and fatiguing excurfions, his long courfes knowing no

ether intermiffion than what are exafted by fatigue and exhauflion. Should he chance

to find abundant means of fatiating his hunger, a. (Iranger to other confiderations than

glutting his voracity, he never abandons his prey, but abides on the fpot where it was

found till neceflity compels him again to renew his laborious chace. Now, what

can be more deftructive to the expanfion of ftrength, and the harmony of the func-

tions of the body, than thefe alternations of exceflive fatigue and abfolute reft, of

diftrefling want and gluttonous excefles ? In this fecond part of the mode of fubfift-

ence purfued by the people of New Holland and Diemen's Land, we fee another

general caufe of weaknefs, extremely powerful in itfelf, and which is of conftant

recurrence at every ftage of life of thefe unfortunate men.

May not the caufe laft alluded to, joined to the fcarcity, the occafional abfolute want

of aliment, and the bad quality of that they frequently ufe for deadening the pangs of

hunger, have either originated, or much encreafed that flendernefs and excefTive

emaciation of the extreme limbs of thofe men? Yet, remarkable as it certainly is in

this people, this characteriftic does not appear to fliew itfelf in them in an equally fur-

prizing degree as with the wretched Pefcherais, of the Terra de Fuego. " Their

fhoulders," fays Forfter, " and breaft are broad and brawny ; the reft of their body

is fo flender that, on feparately obferving the different parts, we could fcarcely perfuade

ourfelves they belonged to the fame individual f."

Doubtlefs the conjeclure is far from improbable, which afcribes a vicious conformation

fo general and fo evident to a radical defed in the organization common to thefe people,

a people which in fo many other inftances materially differ from the reft of the human
race ; ftill, if regard be had to the circumftance of individuals occafionally being found

among them, the proportions of whom are much more regular than in the majority j

if alfo one computes on the natural tendency of famine, and exceffu'e fatigue, and

faulty nourifliment, to impair the form of, and deficcate and wither the hmnan frame,

(phenomena obfervable, according to M. Volney, among feveral Arabs of the defert,)

perhaps one may not be far from truth in attributing the defective conformation of the

people in queftion principally to the conftant ftate of wretchednefs and want in which-

they live. This is the opinion of moft of the intelligent Englillimen at Port Jackfon
;

it is that alfo of M. Collins, and certainly one to which it is difficult to refufe aftent.

Allowing then the weaknefs of this race of men to devolve effentially from want, the

bad quality of their food, and exceffive fatigue, thefe caufes in their turn are affuredly

the confequence of the wild life of thefe favages.

Let us now look to the probable, nay, certain refults of a departure from this wild

life, an abandonment of their ferocious and vagabond habits. Let us fuppofe thefe

people collecled together in more numerous focieties, refident in villages, and peace,

with general confent, fucceeding to thofe eternal and fanguinary wars which deftroy fo

• Defciip. of N. S. W. p. 558. t Cook's fecond voyage.

4 much
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much of the population : property now will excite emulation, and the neccfTity of pre-

ferving this property from individual depredation, induce the union of the force of the

mafs, and the formation of laws or general conventions. In this ftate, not fuperior to

that of the Kamtfchadales or the Samoyeds, however diflant from a perfedlly civilized

condition, yet, what a beneficial change would be effected ! and how much would their

refources be encrcafed.

Here fancy fondly piftures the domeflicatcd kanguroo fwarming around the cabins

of the improved natives ; the cafTowary, even more readily tamed, prefenting them
daily food, and its large and excellent eggs ; the black fwan, multiplying its broods

on the neighbouring waters ; and the beautiful lyrc-tailcd pheafant, with the I'uperb

niinura of the Blue Montains, repaying, with their numerous progeny and their eggs,

the attention and care of their mafters.

Lcifure, a communication of ideas, co-operation of eiForts, effects which can only

exift where men are colledled in a body, by degrees will engender improvement in

the arts of life, and furnifli them with more numerous and perfect inftruments for

fifhing. With much diminiflied toil will they obtain from the ihores of the fea a more
abundant piT)duce, and foon will learn to preferve their filh by drying, or the ufe of

fait, thus providing againft thofe feafons when ftorms or winter's fway deprive them
of daily fupply. Their boats too, now of better conflruction, will allow them to

lengthen their excurfions from fliore ; the neighbouring iflands will ceafe to be unex-
plored by them ; and the numerous feals and fphenici, with which they abound, will

i'urnifli them with a prey as eafy of capture as inexhauRible ; the oil from them will

give a new flavor to their food, and their fpoils afford warmer clothing to fhelter theni

from cold ; by degrees, tht beautiful goofe of Bafs's Strait will be added to their

poultry yards, and the wombat or phafcolome, that fingular animal fo offenfive to the

eye, yet fuch tender and delicate food, and which we ourfelves noticed, as familiar as

the dog in the cabins of the Engllfli fifliermen, the wombat will become domefticated

among them ; and the grey kanguroo, the flelli of which is fo far preferable to that

of the larger fpecies, will be another boon of thefe iflands, an addition to the refources

of the people.

There is certainly nothing exaggerated in this picture, yet what a contrail does it

not prefent to the prefent condition of thefe favages ! They become fecure of fub-

fiftence, and ceafe to be dependent on the feafons, or the flioaling and migration of the

finny race ; their aliment too, as well as more abundant at all times, is of fuperior

quality. No longer fubject to diftreffmg privatioiis, to tholie exceffive fatigues, and
perpetual and cxhaufting chaces, which confume his vigour, and impair his form, the

prefent favage will, in his changed condition, become of a conititulion more robult
;

his ftrength will at the fame time be encreafed : and if the defect of his conformation

be, indeed, as every thing feems to indicate, the confequence of his prefent wretched-

nefs, and bail and fcanty fare, may we not reafonably forebode that this frightful

emaciation will gradually difappear ?

Not only will this happy change be beneficially experienced by each individual, its

effed will be to encreafe the population. No more, as now is the cafe on thefe dreary

fhores, will the woman be obliged, from dread of incapacity to fupport her offsprin.:;, to

ufe the moft cruel means of procuring abortion *
; no more will fathers, unnatural from

• When in New Holland a woman has two cliililren at a Uirili, whether males or females, the wcakcll

and krfll iieavy is imnicJiately lli.inj^ltd by the mother ; if of the two one flijiild be a male, and the other

a female, the latter is pnt to dohili. (OblVrvations communicated by M. Lcfchenauh, and attefttd bv
iunieofthc moll rclpidablc inhabitants of Port Ji'ckfon.)

i E 2 neceffity.
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neceffity, crufh to death, with ftones, the too tender progeny of the deceafed mother,

as is related to be their praftice, b) Mr. Colhns, (Appendix, No. XL), and as we
have been credibly informed is the faft. Barbarous expedient, which, however, the

wretchednefs, the povorty, of this miferable race, have hitherto rendered inevitable,

and which fimilar circumftances render but too common among favages in feveral

other countries.

SECT. YllL— General Refults.

From the afleniblage of fads expofed in this memoir, the following general refults

are deduced.

I ft. That the inhabitants of Timor, New Holland, and Diemen's Land, vaftly

behind the French and Englifli in civilization, are neverthelefs confiderably weaker.

2d. That the moift and hot temperature of the ifland of Timor, with the too indo-

lent and inaftive mode of life of its inhabitants, are apparently the caufes of their

inferior ftretigth.

,30. That in Diemen's Land, and in New Holland, want of food, the bad quality of

that on which the inhabitants fubfift, and the fatigues they undergo in obtaining even

this, appear to be the primary caufes, not only of their want of ftrength, but alio of

their defetlive conformation.

4th. That this continual want of food is exclufively the confequence of the mode of

life of thefe people ; and that this mode of life, fo long afl'erted to be produtlive of

bodily ftrength and vigour, is on the contrary, in this inftance, proved to be the fource

of extreme debility.

And 5th. That the probable effefl: of an advance towards civilization on the part of

thefe favages will be an expanfion of greater ftrength, and the difappearance of their

prefent defedtive conformation.

What then muft we think of thofe eloquent exclamations againft the focial ftate,

founded as they are on the fuperior ftrength of the favage, or, ufing the language of

the fophifts, of the child of nature ? What of the doftrine that the phyfical powers

of man aie in an inverfe ratio to the progrefs of civilization ?

CHAP. XXf.

—

Memoir relative to the new Genus Pyrofoma *.

LONG as the ftudy of mollufcse and foft zoophytes was neglefted by naturalifts,

a ftill longer time elapfed before thefe animals excited the attention of travellers.

For this indifference on the part of one and the other various caufes may be afiigned.

Among thefe caufes may be reckoned, the difguft which the majority of thefe ani-

mals excite ; their v.himfical and inconftant figure, equally difficult to defcribe, to

draw, or to preferve ; their colour, moft commonly dull, obfcure, and difpleafing

;

their foft and vifcous nature, difagreeable to the touch ; in many fpecies, acrid and

corrofive fluids ; in all, a rapid and almoft inftantaneous decompofition.

An additional caufe was the little intereft they occafioned, owing to the fuppofed

inutility of the ftudy ; for naturalifts were far from imagining fuch important refults

could be drawn from a branch of the animal fyftem fo much defpifed and fo repulfive,

as M. Cuvier has fucceeded in efiecting j or that it might fome day throw frefli light on

* We fo frequently liave had occafiou in this fitft part of oui- hillory to fpeak of molhifcas and fea

zoophytes ; and (hall have fo often to revert to thefe fingukr animals, that forr.e general remarks appear to

me neceffaiy refpecting them before I continue the detail of cur voyage ; to thefe I have added, the

hiftory at length of one of the moll extraordinary genera of this great family of marine animals.

10 anatomy
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tinatoniy and phyfiology, and change the afpeft of feveral other portions of natural

hiflory.

Moreover, the greater part of thefe animals are either difperfed over the fhores of the

ocean, or in its bofom ; are far more difficult to prcforve than todefcribe; and, finally,

good works were vi^anting to dire£l the obferver in this difficult (tudy.

Fortunately I found myfelf placed in circumftances far more favourable than any
preceding traveller to profecute this Itudy. The idea of its ufcleflnefs had given place

to its being regarded with intereft, which confequently aded as an incentive to inquiry;

and having fludied four years under M.Cuvier, 1 had not only his method and elements

for my guide, but in addition, manufcript inflruclions with which he had the kindnefs

to furnifh me.

What I applied myfelf to defcribing with much minutenefs was, at the fame time

drawn or painted by my colleague and friend M. Lefueur with that (kill and precifion

which have earned him fuch deferved applaufe, and all our remarks and (ketches were
made from living fubje£ts.

And finally my refearches receive additional value from the immenfe field in which
during four ycais they were made. Twice did we traverfe the whole length of the

Atlantic, twice double the Cape of Good Hope ; as often did we make the tour of

Diemen's Land and double the mofl fouthern cape of this part of the world ; five or

fix times we failed through Bafs's Strait ; at two different dates we coafted a part of

the eaflern fliores of New Holland and the fouth-weftern (hores, even more interefting

than thofe; twice did we vifit the archipelagos of St. Peter and St. Francis; twice

range the feas which beat on Nuyt's Land; twice we doubled Cape Leuwin, and as

many times explored the coafts of Edels, De Witts, and Endraght's Land; our navi-

gation extended as far as to the Arrow Iflands, nor did we arrive in Europe before we
had four or five times crolTed the Indian Ocean, and feven times palled the tropic of

Capricorn in different longitudes, having thus failed through more than 100° of latitude

and 190° of longitude.

Let the reader figure to himfelf that throughout fo many different regions one of my
mofl; conftant and cherilhcd employments was collecting and making remarks on the

animals in queftion, and that, alternately fufpended from the fide of our velTel,

M. Lefueur and myfelf fuffered, as I may fay, not one to efcape us, and he will be

enableJ to compute the importance of our obfervations on thefe animals. Nor do we
flirink from repeating the public declaration ol the profeffors of the mufeum of natural

hiftoiy, and the commilfaries of the inflitute, that no previous difcoveries in this

branch have been either fo important or complete. Not only did we double, or even

triple the number of fpccies of all the genera before knov%fn, we likewife furnilhed

many fpccimcns which cannot be claffcd under any of thefe genera, and which con-

fequently mufl: form new heads.

Firlt amo'ig thefe new genera (lands the one which forms the fubjecl of the prefent

memoir, and which was noticed with admiration on the waves of the Atlantic ocean,'

during our vovage from Europe to India by all on board both our (hips. Its truly

prodigious phofphoric property, renders it one of the mod beautiful zoophytes known,

and its organization ranks it with the moft extraordinary.

PYROSOMA.
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PYROSOMA.

Corpui gdaUmfum, rigidiusctilum, Uherum, tiiherculis afpcratum, fuhconiciun^ extre-

m'ltate ampliore apcrtum, vacuum, apertures margine intus tubercuHs cindo.

PYROSOMA ATLANTICUM.
JLquatorio-Atlanticum, gregarie-pelagi-vagiim, 'vividtjjime phofphorefccns, coloribus eximiis

tunc effulgens, 12° R. (yi. 6° Fahr.) cocalidioribus occurrens in undis ; 10, 12, 14,

16 cciitimetros (digitos Aug. ufque G^") aquans.

FOR a long time we had been detained by calms in the middle of the equatorial

regions, and were unable to advance towards the fouth, except on occafion of the

flight hurricanes peculiar to thefe climates, known to French mariners by the title of

grains des tropiques, when, on the 4th December, in the evening, we experienced

one more violent than common, the ficy was every where obfcured by big clouds ;

the darknefs was extreme, the wind blew with great force, and our fliip made great

way through the water. Suddenly we diflinguilhed at fome diftance a large fcurf, as

of phofphorus fpread over the waves, and occupying a confiderable fpace before us.

The fpettacle accompanied by the circumftances I have noticed, poffefled fomewhat

romantic, grand, and impofing, which attrafted the attention of every one. Every

body ran on deck to enjoy the Angular appearance. In a little time we reached this

fiery part of the ocean, and perceived that this prodigious fplendor was occafioned by

innumerous animals, which, borne upon, and carried along with the waves, floated

at different depths, and appeared of different forms. In facl, thofe mofl; deeply float-

hig, their form in part concealed, refembled large mafles of burning matter, or rather

enormous red hot balls, while thofe on the furface of the waves were like incandefcent

cylinders of iron.

Every naturalifl: in each fhip vt'as anxious to obtain fome of thefe fingular animals,

and on board the Geographe, M. Mange was the firfl who procured any. He was

fo fortunate to draw up thirty or forty, on which I was enabled to make many
obfervations.

All thefe animals refembled each other in form, colour, fabftance, and phofphoric

property, and differed only in fize, which varied from 10 to 16 centimeters "
; all of

them were feparate and not connected together.

They were of an elongated, and nearly cylindrical form ; their fore part was the

larger, and perpendicularly truncated, a wide circular opening admitted a view of the

whole infide of tht animal, which was tubulolous and empty, exhibiting no other

veflige of organs than a very delicate vificular net-work, which line the whole Interior

of this cavity. A ring of large tubercles occupied the whole of the interior raifed rim
of the opening of the fore-part, and thus diminlHied to nearly one-half of its fize the

diameter of this fpecies of mouth. The hind-part of the animal of fmaller breadth than

the fore-part, and obtufe, fhewed no trace of any opening whatever, even when ob-

ferved with the microfcope.

The whole exterior of the animal briflled with large and unequal elongated tubercles

of firmer fubflance than the other parts of the animal, more diaphanous alfo, and

* 4 to 6J inches.
*

brilliant
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brilliant and polifhed as the diamond ; in this part is the principal feat of the won-
derful phofphorefcence of which I ihall prefently fpcak. Between thefe large tubercles

others fliorter and more obtufe are perceptible, nearly joining each other, and endowed
as the larger with a phofphoric property.

Finally, within the interior of the fubftance owing to its tranfparency, are feen a
multitude of finall glands, very narrow, and about a millimeter in length *, which
likewife participate in a very high dt'grce a pholphorefcent nature.

The colour of thefe remarkable zoophytes when at red and after death is an opal

yellow, mixed with green, difpleafing to the eye : when, however, in their movements
they contraft thcmfelves, whether fpontancoufly, or on being irritated, the animat
inftantaneoufly affunies the appearance of molten iron, and (hines with much fplendor

j

but, as that metal in proportion as its heat diminilhes aiTumes divers fhadcs of colour,

fo this animal as its phofphorefcence difappears, exhibits numerous ihades of colour,

extremely pleafmg to the eye, light, and varied ; fur example, red, the blufli of

morn, orange, greenifli, and an azure blue : this lafl fhade of colour efpecially is

equally lively and pure. With this fliade it is reprefentcd by M. Lefueur, not only on
account of its being that of all it aifumes the molt graceful, and bed fuited to give a

juft idea of this charuiing fpecics, but alfo becaufe of its being intermediary between

the red of moiled iron which it exhibits in its highefl flate of phofphorefcence, and the

greenifli opal yellow of its ftate of quietude.

With refpecl to the phofphorefcence itfelf, whatever its nature may be, whatever

means be employed for its production and maintenance, it conftantly, in this fpecies,

fhews the charafteriftics uf a regular and natural function. Indeed, if in a vafe of fea

water feveral of thefe animals be placed, they are feen at regular intervals to experience

alternate motions of contraction and expanfion, analogous to thofe occafioned by refpi-

ration and drawing breath in more perfect animals. At each contrading motion the

phofphorefcence takes place, and afterwards infenfibly dimhiifliing entirely diliippcars,

till again produced by a new contraction. The appearance of the phofphorefcence may
at pleafure be procraitinated by irritating the animal, either with touching it or fliaking

the water in which it fwims. In every inftance this phofporic property fo completely

depends on the organization and life of the animal that it totally ccafes when life becomes
extinct. Nor indeed is this a peculiarity of the pyrofoma, for the fame takes place

with all other marine animals of phofphoric nature.

The locomotive faculty of this animal appears even more enveloped in obfcurity

than its vital fundions, and is very limited : it fcenis, in fatt, to confid exclufivclv in

the flightly contracting and dilating movements I have noticed, the necsrflary effect of

which will be to occafion a trilling impulfe on the water and confcquently a retrogade

receflion.

Ot what I'cgards the mode of nutrition of tiiis animal I confefs that I have no pofitive

knowledge, and merely give the following as amatterof conjecture. I have mentioned the

ring of large tubercles difpofed round the infide of the opening in the fore part of the

body, and narrowing nearly to half its C\y.e the diameter of tliis kind of mouth ; may it

not be pollible that the animal aware from the irritation they v. ill caufe of the entrance

of fmall mullufcse with the water into the tubulous cavity noticed, is enabled to contract

itfelf to fuch a degree as to clofe the opening of the ring ? The fmall mollufcce thus

confined within the tube, and unable to efcape, in this cafe may there undergo a kind

• Tlic 25111 pait of an inch.

of
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of decompofition and diiTolution which may render them capable of being abforbed by

the extremities of the veficular not defcribed.

Still more obfcure and difficult of comprehenfion than the mode of its nutrition is the

fyflem of generation of this animal. As in certain polypi to which clafs this genus

belongs is regeneration effedled by a fort of excrefcence ? Do thole long tubercles of

the animal after attaining a certain maturity become feparate and form other animals ?

And, in this cafe, are the fmallcr and more deprefled tubercles which cover the re-

mainder of the furface defigned by nature to replace the greater in proportion as they

fall off themfelves in turn to become organized beings ? I confefs this opinion is

conieftural, and altogether unfounded on exaft obfervation, flill, when we reflefl: on the

fimple organization of thefe animals, and on the prodigious number of them that we
remarked, which necefTarily employs a rapid multiplication, one poflibly may not be

wide of truth in admitting this opinion which at once agrees with the fimplicity of the

organization of the animal and its prodigious multiplicity and appears to be fandioned

by analogy.

I muft not here, however, omit to add that, notwithftanding our long and various

navigation through fo many different feas, we never met with a fecond tribe of this

fpecies. The fpot where they were diftinguilhed by us was between the 19th -and 20th

degree of vveftern longitude, from the meridian of Paris, and the 3d and 4th degree of

north latitude. The temperature of the fea at the furface was then 22 of Reaumur *.

I carefully note thefe circumftances ; as it muft be obferved that the various fpecies of

zoophytes and fea mullufcas are not fcattered by chance over the ocean, but are each

limited to certain latitudes and longitudes, and are conftantly found on the fame fpots»

where probably the temperature more than any thing elfe determines their abode.

7 1 , 6' of Fahr.

END Of THE ELEVENTH VOLUME.

Straliaii and frellon,

Prinic-rs-Strest, London.
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