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OF

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS.

NORTH AMERICA, continued.

THE

GENERAL HISTORY
OF

VIRGINIA, XEW ENGLAND, and THE SUMMER ISLES :

WITH THE

Names of ihe Adventurers, Planters, and Governors, from their firrt; beginning. Anno 15?4, to thi»

prefent 1624; with the Proceedings of thofe leveral Colonics, and the Accidents that befell them
in all their Journies and Dircoveries.

ALSO,

THE MAI'S AND DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THOSE COTTNTRIES, THEIR COMMODITIESj
PEOPLE, GOVERNMENT, CUSTOMS, AND RELIGION, YET KNOWN.

Divided into Six Books.

By Captain John Smith,
Sometime Governor in thofc Countries, and Admiral of New England, *

TO THE ILLUSTRIOUS AND MOST NOBLE PRINCESS, THE LADY FRANCES,
DUCHESS OF RICHMOND AND LENOX.

May It pleafe Your Grace,

THIS Hiftory, as for the rarity and variety of the fiibjeft, fo much more for the

judicious eyes it is like to undergo, and moll of all for that great name, whereof

it dareth implore protedion, might and ought to have been clad in better robes than my
rude military hand can cut out in paper ornaments. But becaufe, of the moft things

• London, 1624, folio.
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therein, I am no compiler by hearfay, but have been a real ador ; I take myfelf to have

a property in them ; and therefore have been bold to challenge them to come under

the reach of my own rough pen. That, which hath been indured and palfed through

with hardfhip and danger, is thereby fweetened to the a£t;or, when he becometh the

relator. I have deeply hazarded myfelf in doing and fuffering, and why fliould I ftick

to hazard my reputation in recording ? He that adeth two parts is the more borne

withal if he come fliort, or fail in one of them. Where fhall we look to find a Julius

Casfar, whofe atchicvcments fliine as clear in his own commentaries, as they did in the

field ? I confefs, my haiid, though able to wield a weapon among the barbarous, yet

well may tremble in handling a pen zmong fo many judicious : efpecially when I am fo

bold as to call fo piercing, and fo glorious an eye, as Your Grace, to view thefe poor

ragged lines.

Yet my comfort is, that heretofore honorable and virtuous ladies, and comparable

but amongfl: themfelves, have offered me refcue and protcdion in my greatefl dangers :

even in foreign parts, I have felt relief from that fex. The beauteous Lady Tragabig-

zanda, when I was a flave to the Turks, did all fhe could to fecure me. When 1 over-

came the Bafliaw of Nalbrits in Tartaria, the charitable Lady Callamata fupplied my
neceflities. In the utmoft of many extremities, that bleffed Pokahontas, the great

King's daughter of Virginia, oft faved my life. When I efcaped the cruelty of pirates

and moft furious ftorms, a long time alone in a fmall boat at fea, and driven afhore in

France, the good lady Madam Chanoyes, bountifully allifted me.

And fo verily thefe my adventures have tafted the fame influence from your gratious

hand, which hath given birth to the publication of this narration. If therefore your

Grace fhall deign to cafl: your eye on this poor book, view, I pray you, rather your own
bounty (without which it had died in the womb) than my imperfedions, which have no
help but the fhrine of your glorious name to be Iheltered from cenforious condemnation.

"Vouchfafe fome ghmpfe of your honourable afped, to accept thefe my labours ; to

proted them under the fhadow of your excellent name : which will enable them to be

prefented to the King's royal Majefty, the mod admired Prince Charles, and the Queen
of Bohemia : your fweet recommendations will make it the worthier of their good
countenances. And as all my endeavours are their due tribute: fo this page Ihali

record to pofterity, that my fervice fliall be to pray to God, that you may flill continue

the renowned of your fex, the moft honored of men, and the highly bleffed of God.

Your Grace's faithful and devoted fervant,

JOHN SMITH.

A PREFACE OF FOUR POINTS.

I. THIS plain hiftory humbly (heweth the truth ; that our mofl: royal King James
hath place and opportunity to inlarge his ancient dominions without wronging any
(which is a condition moft agreeable to his moft juft and pious refolutions) : and the
Prince His Highnefs may fee where to plant new colonies. The gaining provinces
addeth to the King's crown ; but the reducing heathen people to civility and true reli-

gion, bringcth honour to the King of Heaven. If his princely vvifdom and powerful

hand
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hand, renowned through the world for admirable government, pleafe but to fct thefe

new eftates into order, their compofure will be fmgular : the counfel of divers is con-

fufcd ; the general (lock is confumed ; nothing but the touch of the King's facrcd

hand can ered a monarchy.

2. Moft noble Lords and worthy Gentlemen, it is your Honours that have employed
great pains and large expcncc in laying the foundation of this ftate, wherein much
hath been buried under ground, yet i'omething hath fprung up, and given you a

tafte of your adventures. Let no diftkiilties alter your noble intentions. The aclion

is an honour to your country ; and the iifue may well reimburfe you your fums ex-

pended. Our practices have hitherto been but efl'ays, and are ftill to be amended.
Let your bounty fupply the ncceffities of weak beginnings, and your excellent judg-

ments rectify the proceedings ; the return cannot choofe in the end but bring you
good commodities, and good contentments, by your advancing /hipping and filhiug,

fo ufeful unto our nation.

3. Ye valiant and generous fpirits, perfonal poffeflbrs of thefe new-found territo-

ries, banifli from among you cowardice, covetoufnefs, jealoufies, and idlenefs, enemies

to the raifmg your honours and fortunes ; virtue, indultry, and amity will make you
good and great, and your merits live to enfuing ages. You that, in contempt of necef-

lities, hazard your lives and eftates, employing your ftudies and labours in thefe fair

endeavours, live and profper as I defire my foul fhould profper.

4. For myfelf, let emulation and envy ceafe ; I ever intended my actions fhould

be upright : now my care hath been that my relations fliould give every man they

concern their due. But had I not difcovered and lived in the mofl: of thofe parts, I

could not poflibly have colleded the fubflantial truth from fuch a number of variable

relations, that would have made a volume at leaft of a thoufand fheets. Though the

beginning may feera harfh in regard of the antiquities, brevity, and names, a plea-

fanter difcourfe enfues. The ftyle of a foldier is not eloquent, but honeft and jufti-

fiable ; fo I defire all my friends and well-wi(hers to excufe and accept it, and if any
be fo noble as to refped it, he that brought New England to light, though long fince

brought in obfcurity, he is again to be found a true fervant to all good defigns.

So I ever reft yours to command,

JOHN SMITH.

BOOK L

How ancient Authors report the New Worlds now called America, was difcovered: and
Part thereof firjl planted by the Englijh, called Virginia, with the Accidents and
Proceedings of thefame.

"pOR the ftories of Arthur, Malgo, and Brandon, that fay a fhoufand years ago
^ they were in the North of America ; or the fnar of Lynn, that by his black art went
to the North Pole in the year 1360, in that I know them not. Let this fuffice.

The chronicles of Wales report, that Madock, fon to Owen Quineth, Prince of
Wales, feeing his two brethren at debate who fhould inherit, prepared certain fhips,

B 2 with
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with men and munition, and left his country to feek adventures by fea. Leaving Ire-

land north, he failed weft till he came to a land unknown. Returning home, and
relating what pleafant and fruitful countries he had feen without inhabitants, and for

what barren ground his brethren and kindred did nuirder one another, he provided a

number of fliips, and got with him fuch men and women as were defn'ous to live

in quietnefs, that arrived with him in this new land in the year 1 170 : left many of

his people there, and returned for more. But where tliis place was no hiftory can

fhew.

The Spaniards fay, Hanno, a Prince of Carthage was the firll; : and the next,

Chriflopher Columbus, a Genoefian, whom they fent to difcover thofe unknown parts,

1492.

But we find by records, Columbus offered his fervicc in the year 1488, to King
Henry the Seventh, and by accident undertook it for the Spaniards. In the interim,

King Henry gave a commiflion to John Cabot and his three fons, Sebaftian, Lewis,

and Sautius. John and Sebaftian, well provided, fetting fail, ranged a great part of

this unknown world, in the year 1497. ^°^ thoughColumbus had found certain illes,

it was 1498 ere he faw the continent, which was a year after Cabot. Now Americus

came a long time after, though the whole continent to this day is called America, after

his name, yet Sebaftian Cabot difcovered much more than them all^ for he failed to

about forty degrees fouthward of the line, and to fixty-feven towards the north : for

which King Henry the Eighth knighted him, and made him Grand Pilate of England.

Being very aged. King Edward the Sixth gave him a penfion of 166I. 13s, 4d. yearly.

By his directions Sir Hugh Willowby was fent to find out the country of RuHia, but

the next year he was found frozen to death in his ihip, and all his company.

Mr. Martin Frobiflier was fent in the year 1576, by our moft gracious Queen
Elizabeth, to fearch for the north-weft paflage, and ?iuia incognita : for which he was

knighted, honoured, and well rewarded.

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a worthy knight, attempted a plantation in fome of thofe

parts, and obtained letters patent to his defire; but with this provifo, he fliould main-

tain poflefllon in fome of thofe vaft countries within the term of fix years. Yet when

he was provided with a navy able to encounter a king's power, even here at home they

fell in divifions, and fo into confufion, that they gave over the defignereit was begun.

Notwithftanding all this lofs, his undaunted fpiric began again, but his fleet fell with

Newfoundland, and he perifiied in his return, as at large you may read in the third

volume of the Englifli Voyages, written by Mr. Hackluit.

Upon all thofe relations and inducements. Sir Walter Raleigh, a noble gentleman,

and then in great efteem, undertook to fend to difcover to the fouthward. And though

his occafions and other employments v.'ere fuch he could not go himfelf, yet he pro-

cured Her Majefty's letters patent, and perfuaded many worthy knights and gentle-

men to adventure with him to find a place fit for a plantation. Their proceedings

folioweth.

The moft famous, renowned, and ever worthy of all memory, for her courage,

learning, judgment, and virtue. Queen Elizabeth, granted her letters patents to Sir

Walter Raleigh, for the difcovering and planting new lands and countries, not aftually

poftefled by any Chriftians. This patentee got to be his afhftants Sir Richard Gren-

vell, the valiant ; Mr. William Sanderfon, a great friend to all fuch noble and worthy

actions ; and divers other gentlemen and merchants, who with all fpecd provided two

fmall barks well furnifhcd with all nccellaries, under the command of Captain Philip

Amidas
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Auiidas and Captain Barlow. The 27th of April they fet fail from the Thames, the

10th of May paffed the Canaries, and the 10th of June the Weft Indies; which un-
needful foutherly courfe (but then no better was known) occafioned them in that fea-

fon much ficknefs.

The 2d of July they fell in with the coaft of Florida in flioal water, where they
felt a molt delicate fwcet fmcU, though they faw no land, which ere long they efpied,

thinking it the continent : an hundred and twenty miles they failed, not finding any
harbour. The firft that appeared with much difficulty they entered, and anchored,
and after thanks to God, they went to view the next land adjoiaing, to take poffeflion

of it for the Queen's mod Excellent Majefty ; which done, they found their firft

landing-place very fandy and low, but fo full of grapes that the very furge of the fea

fometimes overflowed them j
of which they found fuch plenty in all places, both on

the fand, the green foil, and hills, as in the plains, as well on every little flirub, as

alfo climbing towards the tops of high cedars, that they did think in the world were
not the like abundance.

We paffed by the fea-fTde towards the tops of the next hills, being not high, front

whence we might fee the fea on both fides, and found it an ifle of twenty' miles in

length and fix in breadth, the vallies repleniflied with goodly tall cedars. Difcharging

our mufquets, fuch a flock of cranes, the moft white, arofe by us, with fuch a cry, as

if an army of men had fliouted altogether. This ifle hath many goodly woods, and
deer, conies, and fowl in incredible abundance ; and, ufing the author's own phrafe,

the woods are not fuch as you find ^in Bohemia, Mufcovy, or Hircinia, barren and
fruitlefs, but the highefl and reddeff cedars of the world, bettering them of the Azores,
Indies, or Libanus -, pines, cyprcfs, faffafras, the lentifk that beareth maflic, and many
other of excellent fmell and quality. Till the third day we faw not any of the peo-

ple ; then in a little boat three of them appeared ; one of them went on fliore, to whom
we rowed, and he attended us without any fign of fear. After he had fpoke much,
though we underftood not a word, of his own accord he came boldly aboard us; we
gave him a fhirt, a hat, wine, and meat, which he liked well, and after he had well

viewed the barks and us, he went away in his own boat, and within a quarter of a mile

of us, in half an hour, had loaden his boat with fifh, with which became again to the

point of land, and there divided it in two parts, pointing one part to the fhip the other,

to the pinnace, and fo departi-d.

The next day came divers boats, and in one of tlicm the King's brother, with forty

or fifty men, proper people, and in their behaviour very civil ; his name was Granga-
nameo, the King is called Wingina, the country Wingandacoa. Leaving his boats a

little froin our flilps, he carr.e with his train to the point: where fpreadiiig a mat he fat

down. Though v/e came to him well armed, he made figns to us to fit down without
any iliev/ of fear, ftroking his head and breaft, and alfo ours to exprefs his love.

After he had made a long fpecch unto us, we prefented him with divei-s toys, which
he kindly accepted. He was greatly regarded by his people, for none of them did fit,

nor fpcak a word, but four, on whom we beffowed prefents alio, but he took all from
thtm, making figns all thing? did belong to him.

The King himfelf in a conflift with a King his next neighbour and mortal enemv,
was fliot in two places through the body, and the thigh, yet recovered, whereby he lay

at his chief town, fix days journey from thence.

A day or two after fhewing them what we had, Granganameo taking mofl liking to

a pewter difh, made a hole in it, hung it about his neck for a breafl-plate, for which he

gave
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gnve us twenty deer fkins, worth twenty crowns ; and for a copper kettle, fifty (kins,

worth fifty crowns. Much other truck we had, and after two days he came aboard,

and did eat and drink with us very merrily. Not long after he brought his wife and
children ; they were but of mean ftature, but weli-favoured and very bafliful ; fhe had
a long coat of leather, and about her privities a piece of the fame, about her forehead

a band ot white coral, and fo had her hufband, in her ears were bracelets of pearl,

hanging down to her middle, of the bignefs of great peas ; the reft of the women had
pendants of copper, and the noblemen five or fix in an ear ; his apparel as his wives,

only the women wear their hair long on both fides, and the men but on one; they are

of colour yellow, but their hair is black, yet we faw children that had very fair chefnut-

coloured hair.

Alter that thefe women had been here with us, there came down from all parts great

ftore of people, with leather, coral, and divers kinds of dyes, but when Granganameo
was prefent, none durft trade but himfelf, and them that wore red copper on their

heads, as he did. Whenever he came, he would fignify by fo many fires he came with

fo many boats, that we might know his ftrength. Their boats are but one great tree,

which is but burnt in the form of a trough with gins and fire, till it be as they would
have it. For an armour he would have engaged us a bag of pearl, but we refufed, as

not regarding it, that we might the better learn where it grew. He was very juft of
his promife, for often we trufted him, and he would come within his day to keep his

word. He fent us commonly every day a brace of bucks, conies, hares, and filh, fome-
times melons, walnuts, cucumbers, peas, and divers roots. This author fayeth, their

corn groweth three times in five months ; in May they fow, in July reap ; in June
they fow, in Auguft reap ; in July fow, in Augull reap. We put fome of our peas in

the ground, which in ten days were fourteen inches high.

The foil is molt plentiful, fweet, wholefome, and fruitful of all other ; there are about

fourteen I'everal forts of fweet fwelling timber trees : the molt parts of the underwood,
bays, and fuch like : fuch oaks as we, but far greater and better. After this acquaint-

ance, myfelf with feven more went twenty mile into the I'ivcr Occam, that runneth

toward the city Skicoack, and the evening following we came to an ifle called Roanoak,
from the liarbour where we entered feven leagues ; at the north end was nine houfes,

builded with cedar, fortified round with fliarp trees, and the entrance like a turnpike.

When we came towards it, the wife of Granganameo came running out to meet us

(her hufl^and was abfent,) commanding her people to draw our boat alhore for beating

on the billows, oihers (he appointed to carry us on their backs aland, others to bring our
oars into the houfe for dealing. When we came into the other room, (for there was
five in the houfe,) flie caufed us to fit down by a great fire; after, took off our clothes

and waflied them, of fome our ftockings, and fome our feet in warm water, and flie

horfclf took much pains to fee all things well ordered, and to provide us viftual.

After we had thus dried ourfelves, flie brought us into an inner room, where fhe

fct on the board ftauding along the houfe fomewhat like frumenty, fodden venifon,

and roafted fiih ; in like manner melons raw, boiled roots and fruits of divers kinds.

There, drink is commonly water boiled with ginger, fometimes with faflafras, and
wholefome herbs, bufwhilft the grape lafteth they drink wine. More love (he could

not cxprefs to entertain us ; they care but only to defend themfelves from the fhort

winter, and feed on what they find natural in fummer. In this feafting houfe was their

idol, of whom they told us incr'^dible things. When we were at meat two or three of

her men came amungil us with tlijir bows and arrows, which caufed us to take our

9 arms
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arms in hand. She perceiving our diflruft, caiifed their bows and arrows to be broken,

and they beaten out of the gate : but the evening approaching we returned to our boat,

whereat (he much grieving, brought our fuppcr halt-boiled, pots and all, but wIku

fhe faw us, but put our boat a little off from the fhore and lie at anchor, perceiving

our jcaloufy, flie fent divers men and thirty women to fit all night on the Oiore fids

againil us, and fent us five mats to cover us from the rain, doing all flie could to

perfuade us to her houfe. Though there was no caufe of doubt, we would not adven-

ture: for on our fafety depended the voyage: but a more kind loving people cannot

be. Beyond this ifle is the main land and the great river Occam, on which ftandeth a

town called Fomeiock, and fix days higher, their city Skicoak: thofe people never faw

it, but fay their fathers athrm it to be above two hours journey about. Into this river

falleth another called Cipo, where is found many muifels wherein are pearls : likewife

another river called Nomapona, on the one fide whereof ftandeth a great town called

Chamanock, the lord of the country is not fubject to Wingandacoa. Beyond him

another King they call Menatonon. Thefe three are in league with each other.

Towards the fouth, four days journey, is Sequotan, the fouthernmoft part of Wingan-
dacoa.

Adjoining to Secotan beginneth the country Pomouik, belonging to the King called

Fiamacum, in the country Nufiok, upon the great river Neus. Thefe have mortal

wars with Wingina, King of Wingandacoa. Betwixt Piemacum and the lord of

Secotan, a peace was concluded, notwithftanding there is a mortal malice in the Secotans,

becaufe this Piemacum invited divers men and thirty women to a feaft, and when they

were altogether merry before their idol, which is but a mere illufion of the devil, they

fuddenly flew all the men of Secotan, and kept the women for their ufe. Beyond
Roanoak are many ifles full of fruits and other natural increafes, with many towns along

the fide of the continent. Thofe ifles lie two hundred miles in length, and between

them and the main, a great long fea, in fome places twenty, forty, or fifty miles broad, in

others more, fomewhere lefs. And in this fea are one hundred ifles of divers bignefles,

but to get into it, you have but three paflTages, and they very dangerous. Though this

you fee for mofl: part be but the relations of favages, becaufe it is the firfl, I thought

it not amifs to remember them as they are written by them that returned and arrived

in England about the midfl: of September the fame year. This difcovery was fo

welcome into England that it pleafed Her Majefty to call this country of Wingandacoa,

Virginia, by which name now you are to underftand how it was planted,^ diflblved,

reuned, and enlarged.

The performers of this voyage were thefe following

Philip Amadas, | r^r-taJnc
William Grenvill, Benjamin Wood, 1

Arthur Barlow, 1
Captains.

j^j^^ Wood, ' Simon Ferdinando, [ of the

James Browewich, Nicholas Peryman, f company,

Henry Greene, John Hewes, J

Sir Richard GrcnvlWs Voyage to Virginia, for Sir Walter Raleigh, 1585.

THE 9th of April he departed from Plymouth, with feven fail : the chief men with

him in command, were Mr. Ralph Layne, Mr. Thomas Candifli, Mr. John Arundel,

Mr. Stukley, Mr* Bremige, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Heryot and Mr. John Clarke. The
14th
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T4th day we fell with the Canaries, and the 7th of May with Dominico in the Weft
Indies; we landed at Portorico, after with much ado at Izabella on the north of

Hifpaniola, palling by many ifles. Upon the 20th, we fell with the main of Florida,

and were put in great danger upon Cape Fear. The 26th we anchored at Wocokon,
where the Admiral had like to been call away

;
prefently we fent to Wingina, to

Roanoak, and Mr. Arundel went to the main, with Manteo a favage, and that day to

Crooton. The 1 ith the General vi£lualled for eight days, with a feleded company
went to the main, and difcovered the towns of Pomeiok, Aquafcogoc, Secotan, and the

great lake called Paquipe. At Aquafcogoc the Indians ftole a filver cup, wherefore we
burnt the town and fpoiled their corn, fo returned to our fleet at Tocokon. Whence
we wayed for Hatoraik, where we refted, and Granganumeo, King Wingina's brother,

with Manteo, came aboard our Admiral, the Admiral went for Weapomeiok, and

Mr. John Arundel for England. Our General in his way home took a rich laden

fhip of 300 tons, with which he arrived at Plymouth the iSth of September, 1585.

Thefe were left under the command of Mr. Ralph Layne to inhabit the country, but

they returned within a year.

Allen

Mr. Michael Poliifon

Thomas Bockncr
James Mafon
David Salter

James Skinner.

V/ith divers others, to the number of 108.

Touching the moft remarkable things of the country, and our proceeding from the

17th of Augufl: 1585, till the iSth of June 1586, we made Roanoack our habitation.

The utmofl of our dilcovery fouthward was Secotan, as we eiteemcd 80 leagues from

Roanoacke. The paffage from thence was thought a broad found v.ithin the main,

being without kenning of land, yet full of flats and flioals that our pinnaiTe could not

pafs, and we had but one boat with four oars, that would carry but fifteen men with

their provifions for feven days : fo that becaufe the winter approached we left thofe

difcoveries till a flronger fupply. To the northward, our farthelt was to a town of the

Chcfapeaks, from Roanoack 130 miles. I'he pafTiige is very fliallow and dangerous

by reafon of the bread'h of the found, and the little fuccour for a ftorm, but tiiis

territory being 15 miles from the fliore, for pleafantnefs ot feat, for temperature

of climate, fertility of foil, and commodities of the fea, befidesbears good woods, faxefras,

walnuts, &c. is not to be excelled, by any other whatfoever.

There be fundry other kings they call Weroances as the Mangoacks, Trypaniks and

Oppofians, which came to vifit us.

To the north-weft ourfartheft was Chawonock from Roanoack, 130 miles; our paffage

lieth through a broad found, but all frefli water, and the channel navigable for a (liip,

but out of it full of fhoais.

The towns by the way by the water, are Paflaquenock the womens' town, Chepanoc,

Weapomeiok ; from Mufcamungc we enter the river and jurifdidion of Chawonock,

there it begiimcth to ftraitcn, and at Chawonock it is as'l'hames at Lambeth : betwixt

tbjera as we paffed is goodly high land on the left hand, and there is a town called

Ohanock,

Philip Amidas, Admiral
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Ohanock, where Is a great corn field, it is fubjefl: to Chawonock, which is the greateft
province upon the river, and the town itfelf can put feven hundred men into the field

befides the forces of the reft. The king is lame, but hath more underflanding than
all the reft.

The river of Moratoc is more famous than all the refl, and openeth into the found
of Weapomeiok,and where there is but a very fmall current in Chawonock, it hathfo
flrong a current from the fouth-weft, as we doubted how to row againft it. Strange
things they report of the head of this river, and of Moratoc itfelf, a principal town on
it, and is thirty or forty days journey to the head. This lame king is called Menatonon.
When I had him prifoner two days, he told me that three days journey in a canoe up
the river Chawonock, then landing and going four days journey north-eaft, there is a
king whofe country lieth on the fea, but his befl place of ftrength is an ifland in a bay
environed with deep water, where he taketh that abundance of pearl, that not only his

{kins, and his nobles, but alfo his beds and houfes are garniflied therewith. This kin^
was at Chawonock two years ago to trade with black pearl, his worft fort whereof I

had a rope, but they were nought ; but that king he fayeth hath flore of white, and
had traflick with white men, for whom he refcued them; he promifed me guides to

him, but advifed me to go ftrong, for he was unwilling ftrrngers fhould come in his

country, for his country is populous and valiant men. If a fiipply had come in April,

I refolved to have fent a fmall bark to the northward to have found it, whilft I with
fmail boats and 200 men, would have gone to the head of the river Chawonock, with
fufficient guides by land, infconfing myfelf every two days, where I would leave
garrifons for my retreat till I came to this bay.

Very near unto it is the river of Moratoc, direftly from the weft, the head of it

fpringeth out of a main rock, which ftandeth fo near the fea, that in ftorms the fea

beats over it into this frefli fpring, that of itfelf at the furf is a violent ftream. I

intended v ith two wherries and forty perfons to have Menatonons foon for guide, to

try this prefently, till I could meet with fome of the Moratocks, or Mangoaks, but
hoping of getting more victuals from the favages, we as narrowly efcaped ftarving in

that difcovery as ever men did.

For PcmilTapan, who had changed his name of Wingina upon the death of his brother
Granganameo, had given both the Chawonefts, and Mangoaks word of my purpofe

:

nlfo he told m.e the Chawonocks had aflembled two or three thoufand to aflault me at

Roanock, urging me daily to go againft them, and them againft us ; a great afiembly I

found at my coming thither, which fudden approach did fo difmay them, that we had
the better of them ; and this confederacy againft us was procured by Pemiflapan him-
felf, our chief friend we trufted ; he fent word alfo to the Moratocks and the Mangoaks,
I came to invade them, that they all fled up into the high country, fo that where I afl'ured

myfelf both of fuccour and provifion, I found all abandoned. But being thus far oa
my journey 160 miles from home, and but victuals for two days, befides the cafualties

of crofs winds, ftorms, and the favages treachery, though we intended no hurt to any :

I gave iny company to underftand we were only drawn forth upon thefe vain hopes by
the favages to bring us to confufion : a council we held, to go forward or return
but they all were abfolutely refolved but three, that whilfl there was but one pint of
corn for a man, they would not leave the fearch of that river j for they had two
maftlft' dogs, which boiled with faffafras leaves (if the worft fell out) upon them and
the pottage they would live two days, which would bring them to the Sound, where they
fliould find fifh for two days more to pafs it to Roanock, which two days they had

VOL. XIII. c rather
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rather fafl than go back a-foot till they had fecn the Mangoaks either as friends or

foes.

Though I did forcfee the danger and mifery, yet the defirel had to fee the Mangoaks
was, for that there is a province called Chaunis Temoatan, frequented by them and
well known to all thofe countries, where is a mine of copper they call Waffador ; they

fay they take it out of a river that falleth fwiltly from high rocks in fhallow water, in

great bowls, covered with leather, leaving a part open to receive the metal, which by
the change of the colour of the water where the fpout falleth, they fuddenly chop down,
and have the bowl full, which they caft into the fire ; it prefently melteth, and doth

yield in five parts at the firft melting two parts metal for three of ore. The Mangoaks
have fuch plenty of it, they beautify their houfes with great plates thereof : this

the favages report ; and young Skiko the king of Chawonock's fon, my prifoner, that

had been prifoner among the Mangoaks, but never at Chaunis Temoatan, for he faid

that was twenty days journey over-land from the Mangoaks.
Menatonon alfo confirmed all this, and promifed me guides to this metal country

;

by land to the Mangoaks is but one day's journey, but feven by water, which made me
fo willing to have met them for fome affay of this metal : but when we came there

we found no creature, only we might fee where had been their fires. After

our two days journey, and our victuals fpent, in the evening we heard fome call as we
thought ManteO; who was with me in the boat ; this made us glad ; he made them a

friendly anfwer, which they anfwered with a fong, we thought for welcome, but he
told us they came to fight. Prefently they did let fly their arrows about the boat, but

did no hurt, the other boat fcouring the fliore we landed : but they all were fled,

and how to find them we knew not. So the next morning we returned to the mouth of

the river, that coll us four days rowing up, and here our dogs' pottage ft;ood us in good
ftead, for we had nothing elfe : the next day we faflied being wind-bound, and could not

pafs the Sound, but the day following we came to Chippanum, where the people were fled,

but their wires afforded us fifh : thus being near fpent, the next day God brought us to

Roanock. I conclude a good mine, or the South-fea will make this country quickly

inhabited, and fo for pleafure and profit comparable with any in the world: otherwife

there will be nothing worth the fetching. Provided there be found a better harbour

then yet there is, which mud be northward if there be any. Mr. Vaughan no lefs hoped
of the goodnefs of the mine, then Mr. Heriotthat the river Moratock's head, either rileth

by the Bay of Mexico, or very near the South Sea, or fome part that openeth near the

fame, which cannot with that facility be done as from the Bay of Pearls, by infconcing

four days journey to the Chawonocks, Mangoaks, and Moratocks, &c.

The Confpiracy of Pemijfapan ; the Difcovery of it ; and our Return for England 'with

Francis Drake.

ENSENORE, a favage, father to PemifTapan, the befl; friend we had after the

death of Granganimeo, when I was in thofe difcoverics, could not prevail any thing

with the King from deftroying us, that all this time God had preferved, by his good

counfel to the King to be friendly unto us. Pemilfapan thinking as the brute was in

this lafl journey we were flain and flarved, began to blafpheuK^ our God that would

fufier it, and not defend us, fo that old Enfenore had no more credit for us ; for he

began by all the devices he could to invade us. But in the beginning of this brute,

when they law us all return, the report falfe, and had Manteo, and three favages more

2 with
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with US, how little we efteemed all the people we met, and feared neither hunger,

killing, or any thing, and had brought their greatefl king's fon prifoner with us to

Roanock, it a little alluaged all his dcvifes, and brought Enfenore in refpccl again,

that our God was good, and we their friends, and our foes fhould perifh, for we
could do them more hurt being dead, than living, and that being an hundred miles

from them, fhot, and (truck them fickto death, and that when we die it is but for a

time, then we return again. But that which wrought the mofl: fear among them, was

the handy-work of Almighty God. For certain days after my return, Menatonon fent

meffengers to me with pearl, and Okifco, King of Weopomeoke, to yield himfelf

fervant to the Oueen ofEngland. Okifco, with twenty-four of his principal men, came
to Pesnilfapan, to acknowledge this duty and fubjedion, and would perform it. All

which fo changed the heart of Pemiflappan, that upon the advice of Enfenore, when
we were ready to familh they came and made us wires, and planted their fields they

intended to abandon, (we not having one corn till the next harveft to fuftain us.) This

being done, our old friend Enfenore died the twentieth of April ; then all our ene-

mies wrought with Pemiffapan to put in pradice his devifes, which he eafily em-
braced, though they had planted corn by us, and at Dafamonpeack, two leagues from

us: yet they got Okifco our tributary, to get feven or eight hundred, (andiheMan-
doages, with the Chifapeans, fliould do the like,) to meet (as their cuftom is,) to

folemnize the funeral of Enfenore : half of whom fhould lie hid, to cut off the

flragglers feeking crabs and provifion ; the reft come out of the main upon the fignal

by fire. Twenty of the principal of PemifTapan's men had charge in the night to befet

my houfe, put fire in the reeds that covered it, which might caufe me run out fo

naked and amazed, they might without danger knock out my brains. The fame

order for Mr. Heriots, and the reft ; for all fhould have been fired at an inftant.

In the mean time they fhould fell us nothing, and in the night fpoil our wires, to make
necefhty difperfe us } for if we were but ten together, a hundred of them would

not meddle with us. So our famine increafed ; I was forced to fend Captain Stafford

to Croaten, with twenty, to feed himfelf, and fee if he could efpy any fail pafs the

coaft ; Mr. Predeox with ten, to Hatarafk, upon the fame occafion ; and other fmallo

parties to the main to live upon roots and oyfters.

Pemiffapan fequeftering himfelf, I fliould not importune him for victuals, and to

draw his troops, found not the Chawoncfts fo forward as he expected, being a people

more faithful and powerful, and defired our friendfliip, and was offended with him for

raifmg fuch tales, and all his projects were revealed to me by Skico my prifoner ; who,

finding himfelf as well ufed by me as Pemiffapan, told me all. Thefe troubles caufed

me to fend to Pemiffapan, to put fufpicion in his head, I was to go prefentiy to Croa-

tan to meet a fleet coming to me, though I knew no fuch matter ; and that he would

lend me men to fifh and hunt. He fent me word he would come himfelf to Roanock,

but delaying time eight days, that all his men were there to be affembled ; not liking

fo much company, I refolved the next day to go vifit him, but firll to give them in the

ifle a canvifado, and at an inftant to feize on all their canoes about the ifle ; but the

town took the alarm before I meant it ; for when I fent to take the canoes, he tnet one

going from the fhore, overthrew her, and cut off two favages heads ; whereupon the

cry arofe, being by their fpies perceived, for they kept as good watch over us, as we
of them. Upon this they to their bows, and we to our arms ; three or four of theiu

at the firft were flain, the reft fled into the woods. The next morning I went to Dafla-

monpeack, and fent Pemiffapan word I was going to Croatan, and took him in my way
c a to
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to complain Ofocon would have flolc my prifoner Skico. Hereupon he did abide my
coming ; and b?ing among eight of the principal, 1 gave the watch-word to my
men, and immediately they had that they purpofed for us ; himfelf being fliot through

with a piftol, felldownas dead, but prefently (tartcd up and ran away from them all,

till an Irifh boy fhot him over the buttocks, where they toolc him and cut oil' his

head.

Seven days after Captain Stafforton fent to me, he defcried twenty-three fail. The
next day came to me himfelf, (of whom I mud: fay this, from the firit to the laft,

he neither fpared labour or peril, by land or fea, fair weather or foul, to perform any
ferious fervice committed to him.) He brought me a letter from Sir Francis Drake,
whofe generous mind offered to fupply all my defects, of fliipping, boats, munition,

vifluals, cloaths, and men, to further this aflion ; and upon good confultation and
deliberation, he appointed me a fliip of feventy tons, with an hundred men, and four

months viftuals, two pinnaces, four fmall boats, with two fufficient mailers, with

fufficient gangs. All this being made ready for me, fuddenly arofe fuch a llorm for

four days, that had like to have driven the whole fleet on (hore ; many of them were
forced to the fea, whereof my Ihip fo lately given me was one, with all my provifiou

and company appointed.

Notwithftanding, the ftorm ceafing, the General appointed me a fhip of one hundred

and feventy tons, with all provifions as before, to carry me into England the next

Auguft, or when I had performed fuch difcoveries as I thought fit. Yet they durll

not undertake to bring her into the harbour, but fhe muff ride in the road, leaving the

care of the reff to myfelf, advifing me to confider with my company what was litteff,

and with my beft fpeed return him anfwer.

Hereupon, calling my company together, who were all as privy of the General's

offer as myfelt; their whole requcft was, (in regard of all thofe former miferies, and
no hope of the return of Sir Richard Grenvill,) and with a general confent, they

defired me to urge him, we might all go with him for England in his fleet, for

whofe relief in that ftorm he'had fuffained more peril of wreck, than in all his ho-

nourable adions againft his enem.ies. So with praifes to God we fet fail in June 1586,
and arrived in Portfmouth the 27th of July the fame year, leaving this rcmembiance
to pofferity.

Torcafon lend me thine attentive ears,

lixenipt thyfelf from mind-diftradliiig cares ;

Leil that's liere thus projefted for thy good,

By thee ujcdled be, crc undcrllood.

Written by Mr. Ralph Layne, Governor.

T/jc Obfervations of Mr. Thomas Heriot hi this Voyage, fir Merchandife and ViSluals.

WHAT before is writ is alfo confirmed by that learned mathematician Mr. Tiiomas
Heriot, with them in the country, whofe particular relation of all the beaffs, birds,

fiffies, fowls, fruits, and roots, and how they may be ufcful ; becaufe I have writ it

before, for the moff part, in the difcourfe of Captain Amidas, and Captain Layne,
except filk-grafs, worm-filk, flax like hemp, allum, wapeith, or terra figiilata, tar,

Tofin, and turpentine, civet-cats, iron ore, copper that held filver, coprofe and pearl

:

let thofe briefs fuffice, becaufe I would not trouble you with one thing twice.

Dyes.']
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Dyes.^ For dyes, fliumack, the herb wafebur, little roots called chapacor, and the

bark of a tree, called by the inhabitants tangomockonominge, which are for divers

forts of red.

What more then is related is an herb, in Dutch called melden, defcribed like an
orange, growing four feet high ; the feed will make good broth, and the ftalk, burnt to

allies, makes a kind of fait ; other fait they know not, and we uied of it for pot-herbs.

Of their tobacco we found plenty, which they efteem their chief phyfic.

Ground-nuts, tifwaw we call China roots ; they grow in cluflers, and bring forth a

bryer ftalk, but the leaf is far unlike, which will climb up to the top of the higheft

tree ; the ufe known is to cut it in fmall pieces, then ftamp and ftrain it with water,

and boiled makes a jelly good to eat. Call'avia grows in marfhes, which the Indians

often ufe for bread and broth. Habafcon is like a parfnip, nought of itfelf, except com-
pounded ; and their leeks like thofe in England.

Sequenummener, a kind of berry like capers, and three kinds of berries like acorns,

called fagatamenor, ofamenor, and pumnmckoner.
Saquenuckot and maquowoc, two kind of beafts, greater than conies, and very

good meat ; in fome places, fuch plenty of grey conies, like hares, that all the people

make them mantles of their fkins. I have the names of 28, feveral forts that are dif-

perfed in the country ; of which, 12 kinds we have difcovered, and good to eat ; but

the favages fometimes kill a lion and eat him.

There is plenty of fturgeon in February, March, April, and May ; all herrings in

abundance; fome fuch as ours, but the moft part of 18, 20, or 24 inches long, and
more. Trouts, porpoifes, rays, mullets, old wives, plaice, tortoifes, both by fea and
land ; crabs, oyfters, mufcles, fcalops, perriwinkles, crevices, fecanank : we have the

pictures of twelve forts more, but their names we know not.

Turkies, ftock-doves, partridges, cranes, herns, fwans, geefe, parrots, falcons,

merlins ; I have the names in their language, of eighty-fix feveral forts. Their

woods are fuch as ours in England for the moft part, except rakeock, a great fweet

tree, whereof they make their canoes ; and afcopo, a kind of tree like laurel and
faflafras.

T/jeir Natures and Manners.~\ Their clothing, towns, houfes, wars, arts, tools,

handicrafts, and educations, are much like them in that part of Virginia we now in-

habit : which at large you may read in the defcription thereof ; but the relation of
their religion is ftrange, as this author reporteth.

Some religion they have, which, although it be far from the truth, yet being as it is,

there is hope it may be eafier reformed. They believe there are many gods, which

they call mantoac, but of different forts and degrees. Alfo that there is one chief god,

that hath been from all eternity, who, as they fay, when he purpofed firft to make the

•world, made firft other gods of a principal order, to be as inftruments to be ufed in the

creation and government to follow ; and after, the fun, moon, and ftars, as petty gods ;

and the inftruments of the other order more principal. Firft, they fay, were made
waters, out of which, by the gods, were made all diverfity of creatures that are vifible

or invifible.

For mankind, they fay, a woman was made firft, which by the working of one of the

gods, conceived and brought forth children ; and fo they had their beginning, but how
many years or ages fmce, they knovv^ not, having no records, but only tradition from
father to fon.

They think that all the gods are of human fliape, and therefore reprefent them by
images.
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images, in the forms of men, which they call kewafowok ; one alone is called kowafa ;

them they place in their temples, where they worfliip, pray, fmg, and make many
offerings. The common iort think them alfo gods.

They believe the immortality of the foul, when life departing from the body, ac-

cording to the good or bad works it hath done, it is carried up to the tabernacles of the

gods, to perpetual happinefs, or to popoguflb, a great pit, which they think to be at

the furtheil parts of the world, where the fun fets, and there burn continually.

To confirm this, they told me of two men that had been lately dead, and revived

as;ain ; the one happened but few years before our coming into the country, of a bad

man, which being dead and buried, the next day the earth over him being feen to

move, was taken up, who told them his foul was very near entering into popoguflb,

had not one of the gods faved him, and gave him leave to return again, to teach his

friends what they fhould do to avoid fuch torment. The other happened the fame

vear we were there, but fixty miles from us, which they told me for news ; that one

being dead, buried, and taken up, as the firfl, fhewed, that although his body had lain

dead in the grave, yet his foul lived, and had travelled far in a long broad way, on
both fides whereof grew more fweet, fair, and delicate trees and fruits, than ever he

had feen before ; at length, he came to moft brave and fair houfes, near which he met

his father, that was dead long ago, who gave him charge to go back, to (hew his friends

what good there was to do, to enjoy the pleafures of that place ; which when he had

done, he (hould come again.

What fubtlety foever be in the weroances and priefts, this opinion worketh fo much in

the common fort, that they have great refped to their governors ; and as great care

to avoid torment after death, and to enjoy blifs. Yet they have divers forts of punifh-

ments, according to the offence, according to the greatnefs of the faft. And this is

the fum of their religion, which I learned by having fpecial familiarity with their

priefts, wherein they were not fo fure grounded, nor gave fuch credit, but through

converfing with us, they were brought into great doubts of their own, and no fmall

admiration of ours ; of which many defired to learn more than we had means, for

want of utterance in their language, to exprefs.

Moft things they faw with us, as mathematical inftruments, fea-compafles, the virtue

of the loadftone, pcrfpeQive glafles, burning glaifes ;, clocks to go of themfelves
;

books, writing, guns, and fuch like, fo far exceeded their capacities, that they thought

they were rather the works of god than men ; or at lead the gods had taught us how
to make them, which loved us fo much better than them ; and caufed many of them

to give credit to what we fpoke concerning our God. In all places where I came, I

did my beft to make his immortal glory known. And I told them, alihough the bible

I fliewed them contained all, yet of itfelf it was not of any fuch virtue as I thought they

did conceive. Notwithftanding many would be glad to touch it, to kifs, and embrace

it, to hold it to their breads, and heads, and ftroke all their body over with it.

The King Wingina where we dwelt, would oft be with us at prayer. Twice he

was exceeding fick and like to die. And doubting of any help from his priefts, think-

ing he was in fuch danger for oficnding us and our God, fent fur fome of us to pray,

and be a means to our God, he might live with him after death. And fo did many
others in the like cafe. One other ftrange accident (^leaving others) will I mention

before I end, which moved the whole country that either knew or heard of us, to

have us in wonderful admiration.

There was no town where they had praclifed any villainy againft us (we leaving it

unpunidied.
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unpunlflied, becaufe we fought by all poffihle means to win them by gentlenefs) but

within a few days after our departure, they began to die ; in fome towns twenty, in

fome forty, in fome fixty, and in one an hundred and twenty, which was very many
in refpeft of their numbers. And this happened ia no piace (we could learn) where
we had been, but where they had ufed fome pradlice to betray us. And this difeafe

was fo ftrange, they neither knew what it was, nor how to cure it ; nor had they known
the like time out of mind ; a thing fpecially obforved by us, as alfo by themfelves, in

fo much that fome of them who were our friends, efpt-cially Wingina, had obferved

fuch etFefts in four or five towns, that they wei-e perfuaded it was the work of God
through our means: and that we by him might kill and flay whom we would, without

weapons, and not come near them. And thereupon, when they had any underftanding

that any of their enemies abufed us in our journies, they would intrcat us, we would

be a means to our God, that they, as the others that had dealt ill with us, might die

in like fort : although we (hewed them their requefts were ungodly, and that our God
would not fubjeQ; himfelf to any fuch requefts of men, but all things as hepleafed came
to pafs : and that we to fliew ourfelves his true fervants, ought rather to pray for the

contrary : yet becaufe the effect fell out fo fuddenly after, according to their defires,.

they thought it came to pafs by our means, and would come give us thanks in their

manner, that though we fatisficd them not in words, yet in deeds we had fulfilled their

defires.

This marvellous accident in all the country wrought fo ftrange opinions of us, that

they could not tell whether to think us gods or men. And the rather that all the fpace

of their ficknefs, there was no man of ours known to die, or much fick. They noted

alfo we had no women, nor cared for any of theirs : fome therefore thought we were
not born of women, and therefore not mortal, but that we were men of an old gene-

ration many years paft, and rifen again from immortality. Some would prophefy there

were more of our generation yet to come, to kill theirs and take their places. Thofe
that were to come after us they imagined to be in the air, yet invifible and without

bodies : and that they by ourintreaties, for love of us, did make the people die as they

did, by (hooting invifible bullets into them.

To confirm this, their phyficians to excufe their ignorance in curing the difeafe,

would make the fimple people believe, that the firings of blood they fucked out of the

fick bodies, were the firings wherein the invifible bullets were tied, and caff. Some
thought we fliot them ourfelves from the place where we dwelt, and killed the people

that had offended us, as we lifted, how far diftant foever. And others faid it was the

fpecial work of God for our fakes, as we had caufe in fome fore to think no lefs,

whatfoever fome do, or may imagine to the contrary ; efpecially fome aftrologers by
the eclipfe of the fun we faw that year before our voyage, and by a comet which began
to appear but a few days before the ficknefs began : but to exclude them from being

the fpecial caufes of fo fpecial an accident, there are farther reafons than I think fit to

prefent or allege.

Thefe their opinions I have fet down, that you may fee there is hope to embrace the

truth, and honor, obey, fear and love us, by good dealing and government : though

fome of our company towards the latter end, before we came away with Sir Francis

Drake, fhewed themfelves too furious in flaying fome of the people in fome towns,

upon caufes that on our part might have been borne with more mildnefs ; notwith-

ftanding they juftly had deferved it. The belt neverthelefs in this, as in all actions

befides, is to be endeavoured and hoped ; and of the worft that may happen, notice

to
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to be taken with confuleration ; and as much as maybe efchewed ; the better to allure

them hereafter to civility and Chriftianity. Thus you may fee

How
Nature herfelf delights herfclf in fiinrlry Inftruments,

That fundry things be done to deck the earili with Ornaments ;

Nor fullers file her fervaiits all fiioiild run one race.

But wills the walk of every one frame in a divers pace ;

That divers ways and divers works, the world might better grace.

Written by Thomas He riot, one of the voyage.

How Sir Richard Grenvill went to relieve them,

IN the year of our Lord 1586, Sir Walter Raleigh and his aflbciates prepared a (liip

of a hundred tons, freighted plentifully of all things necefTary ; but before they fct f;ul

from England it was Eafter. And arriving at Hatorafk, they after fome time fpent in

feeking the colony up in the country, and not finding them, returned with all the pro-

vifion again to England.

About fourteen or fifteen days after. Sir Richard Grenvill, accompanied with three

Ihips well appointed, arrived there : who not finding the aforefaid ihip according to

hisexpeftation, nor hearing any news of the colony there feated, and left by him as is

faid 1585, travelling up and down to feek them, but when he could hear no news of

them, and found their habitation abandoned, unwilling to lofe the poffefllon of the

country, after good deliberation he landed fifty men in the ifle of Roanoak, plentifully

furnifhed with all manner of provifion for two years, and fo returned for England.

Where many began ftrangely to defcant of thofe crofs beginnings, and him ; which

caufed me to remember an old faying of Euripides.

Who broacheth oiiT;ht that's new, to fools untaught,

Himfelf fliall judged be unwife, and good for nought.

Three Ships morefcnt to relieve them by Mr. White.

WE went the old courfe by the Weft Indies, and Simon Ferdinando our continual

pilot miftaking Virginia for Cape Fear, we failed not much to have been-caft away,

upon the conceit of our all-knowing Ferdinando, had it not been prevented by the

vigilance of Captain Stafford. We came to Hatorafk the 22d of July, and with forty

of our beft men, intending at Roanoack to find the fifty men left by Sir Richard

Grenvill. But we found nothing but the bones of a man, and where the plantation

had been the houfes unhurt, but overgrown with weeds, and the fort defaced, which

much perplexed us.

By the hiftory it feems Simon Ferdinando did what he could to bring this voyage to

confufion ; but yet they all arrived at Hatoraflc. They repaired the old houfes at

Roanoack, and Mr. George How, one of the council, draggling abroad, was flain by

the favages. Not long after Mr. Stafford, with twenty men, went to Croatan with

Manteo, whole friends dwelt there : one of whom we thought to have fome news of

our fifty men. They at firft made fhew to fight, but when they heard Manteo, they

8 threw
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threw away their arms, and were friends, and defired there might be a token given to

be known by, left we might hurt them by mifprifion, as the year before one had been
by Mr. Layne, that was ever their friend, and there prefent yet lame.

The next day we had conference with them concerning the people of Secotan,

Aquafcogoc, and Pomeiok, willing them of Croatan to fee if they would accept our
friendfliip, and renew our old acquaintance : which they willingly embraced, and pro-

mifed to bring their King and governors to Roanoack, to confirm ir. We alfo under-

ftood that Mr. Howe was flain by the men of Wingina, of Daflamonpeak : and by them
of Roanoack, that the fifty men left by Sir Richard Grenvill, were fuddenly i'ct upon
by three hundred of Secotan, Aquafcogoc, and Daffamonpeak. Firft they intruded

themfelves among eleven of them by friendfliip, one they flew, the reft retiring to their

houfes, they fet them on fire, that our men with what came next to hand were forced

to make their paffage among them ; where one of them was fhot in the mouth, aud
prefeutly died, and a favage flain by him. On both fides more were hurt ; but our

men retiring to the water fide, got their boat, and ere they had rowed a quarter of a

mile towards Hatorafk, they took up four of their fellows, gathering crabs and oyfters

:

at laft they landed on a little iile by Hatorafli, where they remained awhile, but

after departed they knew not whither. So taking our leaves of the Croatans, we came
to our fleet at Hatorafk.

The governor having long expeded the King and governors of Pomeiok, Secotan,

Aquafcogoc, and DaflTamonpeak, and the feven days expired, and no news of them,

being alfo informed by thofe of Croatan, that they of Daffamonpeak flew Mr. Howe,
a;id were at the driving our men from Roanoack, he thought no longer to defer the re-

venge. Wherefore about midnight, with Captain Stafford, and twenty-four men,
whereof Manteo was one, for our guide, (that behaved himfelf towards us as a moft

faithful Enghfliman) he fet forward.

The next day by break of day we landed, and got beyond their houfes, where feeing

them fit by the fire we affaulted them. The miferable fouls amazed fled into the reeds,

where one was fhot through, and we thought to have been fully revenged, but we
were deceived, for they were our friends come from Croatan to gather their corn,

becaufe they underftood our enemies were fled after the death of Mr. Howe, and left

all behind them for the birds. But they had like to have paid too dear for it, had we
not chanced upon a Weroances wife, with a child at her back, and a favage that knew
Captain Staflbrd, that ran to him, calling him by his name. Being thus difappointed of

our purpofe, we gathered the fruit we found ripe, left the reft unfpoiled, and took

Menatonon his wife, with her child, and the reft v,'ith us to Roanoack. Though this

miftake grieved Manteo, yet he imputed it to their own folly, becaufe they had not

kept promife to come to the governor at the day appointed. The 13th of Auguft our

favage I\'Ianteo was chriftcned, and called Lord of Daffamonpeak, in reward of his

faithfulnei''s.^ And the iSth, Ellinor the governor's daughter, and wife to Ananias

Dare, was delivered of a daughter in Roanoack ; which being the firft Chriftian there

born, was called Virginia.

Our fhips being ready to depart, fuch a ftorm arofe, as the admiral was forced to cut

her cables : and it was fix days ere fhe could recover the fliore, that made us doubt ihe

had been loft, becaufe the nicft of her beft men were on fhore. At this time contra-

verfiesdid grow betwixt our governor and the affiftants, about choofing one of them
twelve to go as fattor for them all to England ; for all refufed faveone, whom all men
thought moft infufficient : the conclufion was by a general confent, they would have the

governor go himfelf, for that they thought none ijvould fo truly procure their fupplies
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as he. Which, though he did what he could to excufe it, yet their importuulty would,

nor ceafe till he undertook it, and had it under all their hands how unwilling he was,

but that neceflity and reafon did doubly conlh-ain him. At their fetting fail for England,

weighing anchor, twelve of the men in the fly-boat were thrown from the capllern, by

the breaking of a bar, and molt of them lb hurt that fome never reco\ered it. The
fecond time they had the like fortune, being but fifteen, they cut the cable and kept

company with their admiral to Flowres and Coruos ; the admiral flayed there looking

for purchafe : but the fly-boats men grew fo weak they were driven to Smerwick in the

vefl; of Ireland. The governor went for England ; and Simon Ferdinando with much
ado at lafl arrived at Portfmouth 1587.

The names of thofe landed in this plantation were,

John White, Governor, Chrilfopher Couper, Dionis Harvie,

Roger Bayley, Thomas Stevens, Roger Prat,

Ananias Dare, John Samfon, George How,
Simon Ferdinando, Thomas Smith, Anthony Cage.

AVith divers others to the number of about 1 15.

The Fifth Voyage to Virginia ; undertaken by Mr. John White, 1589.

THE 20th of March three fhips went from Plymouth, and paflcd betwixt Barbary

and Mogadoro to Uominico in the Welt hidies. After we had done fome exploits in

thofe parts, the 3d of Auguft we fell with the low fandy iflcs weflward of Wokokon.
But by reafon of ill weather it was the i ith ere we could anchor there ; and on the

1 2th we came to Croatan, where is a great breach in Tj^° and a half, in the north-eaft

point of the ifle. The 15th we came to Hatorafk in 36" and a terfe, at four fathoms,

three leagues from fhore, where we might perceive a fmoke at the place where I left

the colony, 1587. The next morning Captain Cook, Captain Spicer, and their com-
panies, with two boats left our fhips. and difcharged fome ordnance to give them notice

of our coming ; but when we came there, we found no man nor fign of any that had

been there lately, and fo returned to our boats. The next morning we prepared again-

for Roanoack. Captain Spicer had then fent his boat afnore for water, fo it was ten of

the clock ere we put from the fhips, which rode two miles from the fliore. The
admiral's boat being a mile before the other as fhe palled the bar, a fea broke into the

boat and filled her half full of water, but by God's good will, and the careful fteerage

of Captain Cook, though our provifions were much wet, we fafe efcaped ; the wind blew

hard at north-eaft, which caufed fo great a current and a breach upon the bar;

Captain Spicer palled half over, but by the indifcreet fleering of Ralph Skinner, their

boat was overfet, the men that could catch hold hung about her, the next fea cafl her

.on ground, where fome let go their hold to wade to fliore, bvit the fea beat them down.

The boat thus tolled up and down Captain Spicer and Skinner hung there till they

were di owned, but four that could fwim a little, kept themlelves in deeper water, were
faved by the means of Captain Cook, that prefently upon the overfetting of their boat,

fliipped himfelf to fave what he could. Thus of eleven, feven of the chicfeft were

drowned. This fo difcomfited all the failors, we had much to do to get them any more
to feck further for the planters, but by their captain's forwardnefs at lafl they fitted

themlelves again for Hatorafk in two boats, with nineteen perfons. It was late ere we
arrived, but feeing a fire through the woods, we founded a trumpet, but no anfwer

could we hear. The next morning wc went to it, but could fee nothing but the grafs,

and
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'and fome rotten trees burning. We went up and down the ifle, and at lad found three

fair Roman letters carved c. R. o. which prefently we knew to fignify the place where I

fhould find them, according to a fecret note between them and me, which was to write

the name of the place they would be in upon fome tree, door, or poll : and if they had

been in any diltrefs to fignify it by making a crofs over it. For at my departure they

intended to go fifty miles into the main. But we found no fign of diftrefs ; then we
went to a place where they were left in fundry houfes, but we found them all taken

down, and the place ilrongly inclofed with a high palizado, very fortlikc ; and in one

of the chief ports carved in fair capital letters croatan, without any fign of diftrcfs,

and many bars of iron, two pigs of lead, four fowlers, iron fhot, and fuch like heavy

things thrown here and there, overgrown with grafs and weeds. We went by the

fhore to feek for their boats but could find none, nor any of the ordnance I left them.

At lafl fome of the failors found divers chefls had been hidden and digged up again,

and much of the goods fpoilcd, and fcattered up and down, which, when I faw, I knew
three of them to be my own ; but books, piftures, and all things elfe were fpoiled.

Though it much grieved me, yet it did much comfort me that I did know they were at

Croatan ; fo. we returned to our fhips, but had like to have been call away by a great

ftorm that continued all that night.

The next morning we weighed anchor for Croatan, having the anchor a-peak, the

cable broke, by the means whereof we loft another : letting fall the third, the fliip yet

went fo fad a drift, we failed not much there to have fplit. But God bringing us into

deeper water, confidering we had but one anchor, and our provifion near fpent, we
refolved to go forthwith to St. John's Ifle, Hifpaniola, or Trinidada, to refrelh ourfelves

and feek for purchafe that winter, and the next fpring come again to feek our country-

men. But our vice-admiral would not, but went direftly for England, and we our

courfe for Trinidada. But within two days after, the wind changing, we were con-

ftrained for the Weftern Ifles to refrefli ourfelves, where we met with many of the

Queen's (hips, our own confort, and divers others, the 23d of September 1590. And
thus we left feeking our colony, that was never any of them found, nor feen to this day,

1622. And this was the conclufion of this plantation, after fo much time, labour, and

charge confumed. Whereby we fee.

Not all at once, nor all alike, nor ever hath it been.

That God doth oiFer and confer his bleffings upon men.

Written by Mr. John White.

A brief Relation of the Defcription of Elizabeth's IJle, andfome others towards the North

Part of Virginia ; and what elfe they difcovered in the Year 1602; by Captain

Bartholomew Gofnoll, and Captain Bartholomew Gilbert, and divers other Gentlemen

their Affociates.

ALL hopes of Virginia thus abandoned, it lay dead and obfcured from 1590 till this

year 1602, that Captain Gofnoll with thirty-two and himfelf in a fmall bark, fet fail

from Dartmouth upon the 26th of March. Though the wind favoured us not at the

firft, but forced us as far fouthward as the Azores, which was not much out of our way;
we ran diredly weft from thence, whereby we made our journey fliorter than heretofore

by five hundred leagues : the weaknefs of our ftiip, the badnefs of our failors, and our
ignorance of the coaft, caufed us carry but a low fail, that made our paflage longer

than we expefted.

Da On
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On Friday the nth of IMay, we made land, it was fomewhat low, where appeared

certain hummocks or hills in it : the (here white fand, but very rocky, yet overgrown

with fair trees. Coming to an anchor, eight Indians in a bafk fhallop, with mad and

fail came boldly aboard us. It feemcd by their figns and fuch things as they had, fome

Bifkiners had 'filhed there, being about the latitude of 43. But the harbour, being

naught, and doubting the weather, we went not afliore, but weighed and ftood to the

fouthward- into the fea. The next morning we found ourfelves imbayed with a mighty

head-land : within a league of the fliore we ancliored, and Captain GofnoU, myfelf,

and three others, went to it in our boat, being a white fand and a bold coaft. Though

the weather was hot, we marched to the highefl hills we could fee, where we perceived

this head-land part of the main, near invironed with iflands. As we were returning to

our (hip, a good proper lufly young man came to us, with whom we had but fmall

conference, and fo we left him. Here in five or fix hours we took more cod than we

knew what to do with, which made us perfuade ourfelves there might be found a good

fifhing in March, April, and May.

At length we came among thefe fair ifles, fome a league, two, three, five, or fix from

the main ; by one of them we anchored. We found it four miles in compafs, without

houfe or inhabitant. In it is a lake near a mile in circuit, the reft overgrown wiih trees,

which, fo well as the bufiies, were fo overgrown with vines, we could fcarce pafs them.

And by the bloffoms we might perceive there would be plenty of ftrawberries, refpifes,

goofeberrles, and divers other fruits : befides, deer and other beads we faw, and cranes,

herns with divers other forts of fowl, which made us call it Martha's Vineyard.

The reft of the ifles ai-e replenifhed with fuch like, very rocky, and much tindured

flone-like mineral. Though we met many Indians, yet we could not fee their habitations

:

they gave us fifh, tobacco, and fuch things as they had. But the next ifle we arrived at

was but two leagues from the main, and fixteen miles about, environed fo with creeks

and coves, it feemed like many ifles linked together by fmall i)ailltges like bridges. In

it is many places of plain grafs, and fuch other fruits and berries as before were

mentioned. In mid May we did fow wheat, barley, oats, and peas, which in fourteen

days fprung up nine inches. The foil is fat and lufty, the cruft thereof grey, a foot or

lefs in depfli. It is full of high timbered oaks, their leaves thrice fo broad as ours:

cedar ftraight and tall, beech, holly, walnut, hazel, cherry-trees like ours, but the ll.ilk

beareth the bloflbm or fruit thereof like a cluiter of grapes, forty or fifty in a bunch.

There is a tree of orange colour, whofe bark in the filing is as finooth as velvet.

There is a lake of frefli water three miles in compafs, in the midff an ifle containing an

acre or thereabout, overgrown with wood : here are many torcoifes, and abundance of

all forts of fowls, whofe young ones we took and eat at our pleafurc. Ground nuts

as big as eggs, as good as potatoes, and forty on a Itring, not two inches under ground.

All forts of fliell-fiih, as fcalops, muflTels, cockles, crabs, lobfters, welks, oyfters,

exceeding good and very great ; but not to cloy you with particulars, what God and

nature hath beftowcd on thofe places, I refer you to the author's own writing at large.

We called this ifle Elizabeth's Ifle, from whence we went right over to the main, where

we ftood awhile as raviflied at the beauty and delicacy of the fweetncfs, befides divers

clear lakes, whereof we faw no end, and meadows very large and full of green grafs, &c.

Here we efpied feven lavages, at iiril; they exprefled fome fear, but by our courteous

ufage of them, they followed us to the neck of land, which we thought had been

fevered from the main, but we found it othervvife. Here we imagined was a river, but

bccaufc the day was far fpent, we left to difcover it till better leifure. But of good

harbours, there is no doubt, confiJcring the land is all rocky and broken lands. The
2 next
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next day we determined to fortify ourfelves in the ifle in the lake. Three weeks we
fpcnt in building us tiierc a houfe. But the fecond day after our coming from the

main, eleven canoes with near fifty favages, came towards us. Being unwilling they

fhould fee our building, we went to, and exchanged with them knives, hatchets, beads,

bells, and fuch trifles, for fome beavers, lizards, martins, foxes, wild-cat fkins, and fuch

like. Wc faw them have much red copper, whereof they make chains, collars, and

drinking cups, which they fo little efteenied they would give us for fmall toys, and

fi'vnified unto us they had it out of the earth in the main : three days they flayed with

us, but every night retired two or three miles from us : after, with many figns of love

and friendfiiip, they departed, feven of them Haying behind, that did help us to dig and

carry fiiilafras, and do any thing they could, being of a comely proportion, and the bed

condition of any favages we had yet encountered. They have no beards but counter-

feits, as they did think ours alfo was, for which they would have changed with fome of

our men that had great beards. Some of the bafer fort would fteal, but the better fort

we found very civil and juft. We faw but three of their women, and they were but of

mean ftature, attired in ikins like the men, but fat and well favoured. The wholefome-

nefs and temperature of this climate, doth not only argue the people to be anfwerablc

to this defcription, but alfo of a perfeft conftitution of body, active, ftrong, healthful,

and very witty, as the fundry toys by them fo cunningly wrought may well teftify.

For ourfelves, we found ourfelves rather increafe in health and ftrength than otherwife,

for all our toil, bad diet, and lodging, yet not one of us was touched with any ficknefs.

Twelve intended here awhile to have llayed, but upon better confideration, how meanly

we were provided, we left this ifland (with as many true forrovvful eyes as were before

defirous to fee it) the i8th of June, and arrived at Exmouth the 23d of July.

But yet man's mind doth fuch itfelf explay,

As God's great will doth frame it every way.

Such thoughts men have, on earth that do hut live.

As men may crave, but God doth only give.

Written by John Brierton, one of the voyage.

A Voyage of Captain Martin Pring, with two Barksfrom BriJiow,for the North Part of
Virginia, 1603.

BY the inducements and perfuafions of Mr. Richard Hackluite, Mr. John Whitfon

being mayor, with his brethren the aldermen, and mofl of the merchants of the city of

Briftow, r^led a (lock of one thoufand pounds, to furnifli out two barks, the one of

fifty tons, with thirty men and boys, the other twenty-fix tons, with thirteen men and

boys, having Martin Pring an underftanding gentleman, and a fudicient mariner, for

captain, and Robert Salterne, his affiifant, who had been with Captain Gofnoll there the

year before for pilot. Though they were much croifed by contrary winds upon the

coaft of England, and the death of that ever mofl memorable miracle of the world, our

mofl dear fovereign Lady and Queen Elizabeth: yet at lafl they paifed by the Weflern

rfles, and about the 7th of June, fell upon the north part of Virginia, about the degrees -

of 43, where they found plenty of mofl forts of filh, and faw a high country full ot

great woods of fundry forts. As they ranged the coafl at a place they named Whitfun

Bay, they were kindly ufed by the natives that came to them in troops of tens, twenties,

and thirties, and fometimes more. But becaufe in this voyage for mofl part they

followed.
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followed the courfe of Captain GofnoU, and have made no relation but to the fame
efteft he writ before, we will thus conclude

:

Lay hands unlo tliis work with all thy wit.

But piixy that God would fpced and pcrfeft it.

Robert Salterne.

A Relation of a Difcovery ioirards the 'Northivard of Virginia, by Captain George Way'
month, 1605; employed thither by the Right Honourable Thomas Arundel, Baron of
Warder, in the Reign of our mojl royal King James.

UPON Tuefday the 5th of March we fet fail from RatclifF, but by contrary winds

we were forced into Dartmouth till the lalt of this month, then with twenty-nine as

good feairien, and all neceflary provifions as could poflibly be gotten, we put to fea,

and the 24th of April fell with Flowres and Corvos. We intended, as we were
direded, towards the fouthward of p,g° ; but the winds fo crofTed us we fell more
northwards, about 41° 20': we founded at one hundred fathom, and by that we had
run fix leagues, we had but five, yet faw no land. From the main-top we defcried

a whitifli fandy cliff, weft-north-weft:, fome fix leagues from us ; but ere we had run
two leagues further, we found many flioals and breaches, fometimes in four fathom,

and the next through fifteen or eighteen. Being thus embayed among thole flioals,

we were conftrained to put back again, which we did with no fmall danger, though

both the wind and weather were as fair as we could defire. Thus we parted from the

land, which we had not before fo much defired, and at the firfl fight rejoiced, as now
we all joyfully praifed God that he had delivered us from fo imminent danger.

Here we found excellent cod, and faw many whales, as we had done two or three days

before. Being thus conftrained to put to fea, the want of wood and water caufed us

take the befl advantage of the wind, to fall with the fliore wherefoever ; but we found

our fea-cards mofl diredly falfe. The 17th of May we made the land again, but it

blew fo hard we durfl not approach it. The next day it appeared to us a main high

land, but we found it an ifland of fix miles in compafs : within a league of it we came
to an anchor, and went on fhore for wood and water, of which we found fufficient,

the water gufhing forth down the rocky cliffs in many places, which are all overgrown
with fir, birch, beech, and oak, as the verge is with goofeberries, llrawberries, wild

peas, and rofe bufhes, and much fowl of divers forts that breed among the rocks. Here,

as in all places elfe where we came, we found cod enough.

From hence we might difcern the main land and very high mountains ; the next day

becaufe we rode too open to the fea, we weighed, and came to the ifles adjoining to the

main, among which wc found an excellent road, defended from all winds, for fliips of

any burthen, in fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten fathom, upon a clay ooze. This was
upon Whit-Sunday, wherefore we called it Pentecoft Harbour. Here I cannot omit,

for foolifh fear of imputation of flattery, the painful indultry of our captain, who, as

at fea, he was always mofl careful and vigilant, fo at land he refufed no pains ; but his

labour was ever as much, or rather more, than any man's; which not only encou-

raged others with better content, but alfo effected much with great expedition. We
digged a garden the 22d of May, where, among our garden feeds, we fowed peas

and barley, which in fixtcen days grew up eight inches, although this was but the

crufl of the ground, and much inferior to the mould we after found in the main.

After we had taken order for all our neceffary bufinefles, we marched through two
of thefe ifles. The biggeft was four or five miles in compafs ; we found here all forts

8 of
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of ordinai7 trees, befides vines, currants, fpruce, yew, angelica, and divers gums,

infoniuch many of our company wiflied themielves fettled here. Upon the 30th our

captain with thirteen went to difcover the main : we in the fliip efpied three canoes that

came towards the fliip, which, after they had well viewed, one of them came aboard with

three men, and by our good ufage of them, not long after the reft. Two days we
had their companies ; in all refpeds they are but like them at Elizabeth's Ifles, there-

fore this may fufRce for their defcription. In this time our captain had difcovered a

fair river, trending into the main forty miles, and returned back to bring in the fliip.

The favages alfo kept their words, and brought us forty beaver, otter, and fable fkius,

for the value of five fhillings in knives, glailbs, combs, and fuch toys, and thus we
ufed them fo kindly as we could, becaufe we intended to inhabit in their country, they

lying aboard with us, and we afliore with them •, but it was but as changing man for

man as hoftagcs, and in this manner many times we had their companies.

At laft they defired our captain to go with them to the main to trade with their

Bafliabes, which is their chief lord, which we did, our boat well manned with fourteen,

yet would they row fafter with three oars in their canoes than we with eight ; but when
we faw our old acquaintance would not ftay aboard us as before for hoftage, but did

what they could to draw us into a narrow cirque, we exchanged one Owen Griffin with

them for a young fellow of theirs, that he might fee if he could difcover any trea-

chery, as he did, for he found there alTembled two hundred and eighty-three favages

with bows and arrows, but not any thing at all to trade as they pretended. Thcfe

things confidered, we conceited them to be but as all favages ever had been, kind

till they found opportunity to do mifchief. Wherefore we determined to take fome

of them, before they fhould fufpecl we had difcovered their plot, left they fhould abfcnt

themfelves from us ; fo the firft that ever after came into the fliip were three, which

we kept, and two we took on fliore with much ado, with two canoes, their bows and

arrows.

Some time we fpent in founding all the illes, channels, and inlets thereabouts, and

we found four feveral ways a fliip might be brought into this bay. In the interim there

came two canoes more boldly aboard us, fignifying we fliould bring our fliip to the

place where he dwelt to trade. We excufed ourfelves why we could not, but ufed

them kindly, yet got them away with all the fpeed we could, that they fhould not be

perceived by them in the hole ; then we went up the river twenty-fix miles, of which

I had rather not write, than by my relation detract from it. It is in breadth a mile,

near forty miles, snd a channel of fix, feven, eight, nine, or ten fathoms ; and on both

fides, every hall-mile, gallant coves, to contain in many of them one hundred fail,

where they may lie on oze, without cable or anchor, only moored with a hawfer, and

it flowcth eighteen feet, that you may make, dock, or careen fliips with much facility.

Befides, the land is moft rich, trending all along on both fides in an equal plain, nei-

ther rocky nor mountainous, but verged with a green border of grals, doth make
tender to the beholder her pleafant fertility, if by cleanfing away the woods flie were

converted into meadow.
The woods are great and tall, fuch as are fpoken of in the idands, and well watered

with many frefli fprings. Our men that had feen Oronoque, fo famous in the world's

ears, Reogrande, Loyer, and Slion report, though they be great and goodly rivers,

yet are not comparable to it. Leaving our fliip we went higher, till we were feven

miles higher than the fait water flowed ; we marched towards the mountains we had
feen, but the weather was fo hot, and our labour fo great, as our captain was con-

tented to return. After we had ereded a crofs, we left this fair land and river, in

which
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which the higher we went the better we hked it, and returned to our fliip. By the

way we met a canoe, that much dcfired one of our men to go up to their Badiabes ;

but we knew their intents, and fo turned theni ofF; and though we had both time and

provifion to have difcovercd much more, and might have found peradventure good

trade
;

yet becaufe our company was but fmall, we would not hazard fo hopeful a

bufinefs as this w<)s, either for our private or particular ends, being more regardful of

a, public good, and promulgating God's holy church by planting Chriflianity, which

was the intent of our adventurers fo well as ours. Returning by the ifles in the entry

of the Sound, we called them St. George's Ifles, and becaufe on Sunday we fet out of

England, on Sunday alfo the i6th of June we departed hence. When we had run

thirty leagues, we had forty fathoms, then feventy, then one hundred. After two or

three watches more we were in twenty-four fathoms, where we took fo uiuch cod as

we did not know what to do with : and the 1 8th of July came to Dartmouth, and all

our men as well, God be thanked, as when they went forth.

Thus may you fee,

God tiath not all his gifts bcftovved on all or any one,

Words fvvectell, and wits {liarpell, c lurage, llrength of bone;

All rarities of mind and parts do all concur in none.

Written by James Rosier, one of the voyage.

BOOK II.

The Sixth Vovi7ge 1606, fo another Part of Virginia, ivhere now are planted our Englijh

Colonies, (whom Godincreafe and prefcrve,) difcovercd and dcfcribed by Captain John
Smith, fometime Governor of the Country.

BY thefe former relations you may fee what inconveniences flill crofled thofe good
intents, and how great a matter it was all this time to find but a harbour, although

there be fo many. But this Virginia is a country in America, between the degrees of

34 and 45 of the north latitude. The bounds thereof on the eaft fide are the great

ocean ; on the fouth licth Florida ; on the north. Nova Francia ; as for the weft

thereof, the hmits are unknown. Of all this country we purpofe not to fpeak, but

only of that part which was planted by the Engliflimen, in the year of our Lord 1606,
and this is under the degrees 37, 38, and 39. The temperature of this country doth

agree well with Englifh conflitutions, being once feafoned to the country ; which
appeared by this, that though by many occafions our people fell fick, yet did they

recover by very fmall means, and continued in health, though there were other

great caufes, not only to have made them fick, but even to end their days, &c.

Thefummcris hot as in Spain, the winter cold as in France or England. The heat

of fummer is in June, July, and Augufl, but conunonly the cool breezes affuage the

vehemency of the heat. The chief of winter is half December, January, February,

and half March. The cold is extreme Iharp ; but here the proverb is true, that no
extreme long continueth.

In the year 1607, was an extraordinary froft in moft of Europe, and this froft was
found as extreme in Virginia. But the next year, for 8 or 1 o days of ill weather,

other 1 4 days would be as fummer.

The winds here are variable, but the like thunder and lightning to purify the air,

.1 have feldom either feen or heard in Europe. From the fouth-wel!: came the greateft

gufts,
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gufts, With thunder and heat. 'I'he north-weft wind is commonly cool, and bringeth

fair weather with it. From the north is the grcateil cold ; and from the cafl and

fouth-eaft, as from the Bermudas, fogs and rains.

Sometimes there are great droughts, otiier times much rain, yet great necefTity

of neither, by reafon we fee not but that all the rarity of needful fruits in Europe

may be there in great plenty, by the induftry of men, as appeareth by thofe we there

planted.

There is but one entrance by fea into this country, and that is at the mouth of a very

goodly bay, eighteen or twenty miles broad. The cape on the fouth is called Cape
Henry, in honour of our moll noble Prince. The land, white hilly fands, like unto the

Downs, and all along the (bores great plenty of pines and firs.

The north cape is called Cape Charles, in honour of the worthy Duke of York.

The ifles before it,- Smith's Illes, by the name of the difcoverer. Within is a' country

that may have the prerogative over the mofl; pleafant places known, for large and

pleafant navigable rivers ; heaven and earth never agreed better to frame a place

for man's habitation, were it fully manured and inhabited by induftrious people.

Here are mountains, hills, plains, vallies, rivers, and brooks all running moft

pleafantly into a fair bay, compaffed, but for the mouth, with fruitful and delightfome

land. In the bay and rivers are many ifles both great and fmall, fome woody, fome

plain, moft of them low and not inhabited. This bay lieth north and fouth, in

which the water floweth near two hundred miles, and hath a channel for one hundred

and forty miles of depth, betwixt fix and fifteen fathoms, holding in breadth for the

moft part ten or fourteen miles. From the head of the bay to the north-weft, the land is

mountainous and fo in a manner from thence by a fouth-weft line ; fo that the more
fouthward, the farther off from the bay are thofe moimtains; from which fall certain

brooks, which after come to fine principal navigable rivers. Thefe run from the

north-weft into the fouth-eaft, and fo into the welt; fide of the bay, where the fall of

every river is within twenty or fifteen miles one of another.

The mountains are of divers natures, for at the head of the bay the rocks are of a

compofition like mill-ftones ; fome of marble, &c. ; and many pieces like chriftal, we
found, as thrown down by water from thefe mountains. For in winter they are co-

vered with much Ihow, and when it diffolveth the waters fall with fuch violence, that

It caufeth great inundations in fome narrow vallies, which is fcarce perceived, being

once in the rivers. Thefe waters walli from the rocks fuch gliftering tinftures, that

the ground in fome places feemeth as gilded, where both the rocks and the earth are

fo fplendent to behold, that better judgments than ours might have been perfuaded

they contained more than probabilities. The vefture of the earth in moft places doth

manifeftly prove the nature of the foil to be lufty and very rich. The colour of the

earth we found in divers places, refembleth bole armoniac, terra figillata, and lemnia,

fuller's-earth, marl, and divers other fuch appearances : but generally for the moft

part it is a black fandy mould, in fome places a fat flimy clay, in other places a very

barren gravel. But the beft ground is known by the vefture it beareth, as by the

greatnefs of trees, or abundance of weeds, &c.

The country is not mountainous, nor yet low, but fuch pleafant plain hills, and

fertile vallies, one prettily crofhng another, and watered fo conveniently with frcfh

brooks and fprings, no lefs commodious than delightfome. By the rivers are many
plain marfhes, containing fome twenty, fome one hundred, fome two hundred 'Vicres,

Ibme more, fome lefs. Other plains there are few, but only where the favages inna-

voL. XIII. s bit*
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bit, but all overgrown with trees and weeds, being a plain vvlldernefs as God firft

made it.

On the weft fide of the bay we faid were five fair and delightful navigable rivers;

The firft of thole, and the next to the mouth of the bay, hath its courfe from the wt-fl:-

north-weft ; it is called Powhatan, according to the name of a principal country that

lieth upon it. The mouth of this river is near three miles in breadth, yet do the

flioals force the channel fo near the land, that a facre \^ill overfhoot it at point blank.

It is navigable one hundred and fifty miles, the fhoals and foundings are here needlefs

to be exprelfed. It falleth from rocks far weft in a country inhabited by a nation they

call Monacans. But where it cometh into our difcovery it is Powhatan. In the fartheft

place that was diligently obferved, are falls, rocks, flioals, &c. which makes it paft

navigation any higher. Thence in the running downward, the river is enriched with

many goodly brooks, which are maintained by an infinite number of fmall rundles and
pleaiant fprings, that difperfe themfelves for beft fervice, as do the veins of a man's
body. From the fouth there falls into it, firft, the pleafant river ofApamatuck;
next, more to the eaft, are two fmall rivers of Quiyougcohanocke ; a little farther is

a bay, wherein falleth three or four pretty brooks and creeks, that half intrench the

inhabitants of Warralkoyac ; then the river of Nandfamund ; and laftly, the brook of
Chefapeack. From the north fide is the river of Chickahamania, the back river of
James Town ; another by the Cedar Ifle, where we lived ten weeks upon oyfters, then
a convenient harbour for fiflier boats at Kencoughtan, that fo turneth itfelf into bays
and creeks, it makes that place very pleafant to inhabit, their corn-fields being girded

therein in a manner as peninfulas. The moft of thefe rivers are inhabited by feveral

nations, or rather families, of the name of the rivers. They have alfo over thefe fome
governor, as their king, which they call Werowances. In a peninfula on the north
fide of this river are the Englifli planted in a place by them called James Town, in

honour of the King's moft Excellent Majefty.

The firft, and next the river's mouth, are the Kecoughtans, who, befides their women
and children, have not paft twenty fighting men. The Pafpaheghes (on whofe land

is feated James Town, fome forty miles from the bay) have not paft forty. The river

called Chickahamania near two hundred and fifty ; the Weanocks one hundred ; the

Arrowhatocks thirty ; the place called Towhatan, fome forty j on the fouth fide this

river, the Appamatucks have fixty fighting men ; the Ouiyougcohanocks twenty five j
the Nandfamunds two hundred ; the Chefapeacks one hundred ; of this laft place the

bay beareth the name. In all thefe places is a feveral commander, which they call

Werowance, except the Chickahamanians, who are governed by the pricfts and their

afliftants, or their elders, called Caw-cawwaflbughes. In fummer, no place affordeth

more plenty of fturgeon, norm winter more abundance of fowl, efpecially in the time
of frolt. I took once fifty-two fturgeons at a draught, at another fixty-eight. From
the latter end of May till the end of June are taken few, but young fturgeons of two
feet or a yard long. From thence till the midft of September, them of two or three

yards long, and few oihers; and in four or five hours, with one net, were ordinai'ily

taken fevcn or eight ; often more, feldom lefs. In the fmall rivers, all the year,

there is good plenty of fmall fifli j fo that with hooks, thofe that would take pains had
fufEcient.

Fourteen miles northward from the river Powhatan is the river Pamaunkee, which is

navigable fixty or fcvcnty miles, but with catches and fmall barks, thirty or forty miles

farther. At the ordinary flowing of the fait water, it divideth itfelf into two gallant

9 branches*
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branches. On the fouth fide inhabit the people of Youghtanund, who have about

fixty men for wars. On the north branch Mattapament, who have thirty men. Where
this river is divided the country is called Pamannkee, and nouriflieth near three hun-
dred able men. About twenty-five miles lower, on the north fide of this river, is

Werawocomoco, where their great king inhabited when I was delivered him prifoner

;

yet there are not paft forty able men. Ten or twelve miles lower, on the fouth fide of

this river, is Chilkiack, which hath fome forty or fifty men. Thefe, as alfo Apama-
tuck, Irrohatock, and Powhatan, are their great king's chief alliance, and inhabitants

j

the reft his conqucfls.

Before we come to the third river that falleth from the mountains, there is another

river, fome thirty miles navigable, that cometh from the inland, called Payankatanke,

the inhabitants are about fifty or fixty ferviceable men.

The third navigable river is called Toppahanock: this is navigable fome hundred and
thirty miles ; at the top of it inhabit the people called Mannahoacks, amongft the moun-
tains, but they are above the place we defcribed. Upon this river, on the north fide, are

the people Cuttatawomen, with thirty fighting men. Higher are the Moraughtacunds,

with eighty. Beyond them Rapahanock, with one hundred. Far above is another,

Cuttatawomen, with twenty. On the fouth is the pleafant feat of Nantaughtacund,

having one hundred and fifty men. This river alfo, as the two former, is replenifhed

with fifli and fowl.

The fourth river is called Patawomeke, fix or feven miles in breadth ; it is naviga-

ble one hundred and forty miles, and fed as the reft with many fweet rivers and
fprings, which fall from the bordering hills : thefe hills many of them are planted, and
yield no lefs plenty and variety of fruit, than the river exceedeth with abundance of

fifh ; it is inhabited on both fides : firft, on the fouth fide, at the very entrance is Wigh-
cocomoco,and hath fome hundred and thirty men, beyond them Sekacavvone,with thirty;

the Onawmanient, with one hundred ; and the Patawomekes more than two hundred.
Here doth the river divide itfelf into three or four convenient branches : the greatefl

of the lead is called Quiyough, trending north-weft, but the river itfelf tumeth north-

eaft, and is ftill a navigable ftreani. On the weftern fide of this bought is Tauxenent,
with forty men : on the north of this river is Secowocomoco, with forty : fome-
what further Potapaco, with twenty : in the eaft part is Pamacaeack, with fixty : after

Moyowance, with one hundred : and laftly, Nacotchtanke, with eighty. The river

above this place makelh his pafHige down a low pleafant valley, overfhadowed in many
places with high rocky mountains, from whence diftil innumerable fweet and plea-

fant fprings.

The fifth river is called Pawtuxunt, of a lefs proportion than the reft ; but the chan-

nel is fixteen fathoms deep in fome places. Here are infinite fkulls of divers kinds of

fifti more than elfewhere. Upon this river dwell the people called Acquintanackfuak,

Pawtuxunt, and Mattapanient. Two hundred men was the greatelt ftrength that

could be there perceived ; but they inhabit together, and not fo difperfed as the reft.

Thefe of all other we found moft civil to give entertainment.

Thirty leagues northward is a river, not inhabited, yet navigable,' for the red clay

refembling bole armoniack, we called it Bolus. At the end of the bay, where it is fix

or feven miles in breadth, it divides itfelf into four branches ; the beft cometh north-

weft from among the mountains, but though canoes may go a day's journey or two up
it, we could not get two miles up it with our boats for rocks ; upon it is feated the

Safquefahanocks, near it north-and-by-weft runneth a creek a mile and a hall ; at the

head whereof, the Eble left us on fticre, where we found many trees cut with hatchets.

E 2 The
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Tbe next tide, keeping the fliore, to feek for feme favages, (for within thirty leagues

failing we faw not any, being a barren country,) we went up another fmall river

like a creek, fix or feven miles: from thence returning, we met feven canoes of the

Maffowomeks, with whom we had conference by figns, for we underftood one another

fcarce a word : the next day we difcovered the fmall river and people of Tock-

whogh trending eaftward.

Having loft our grapnel among the rocks of Safquefahanocks, we were then near

two hundred miles from home, and our barge about two tons, and had in it but twelve

men to perform this dilcovery, wherein we lay above twelve weeks upon thole great

waters in thofe unknown countries, having nothing but a little meal, oatmeal, and

water to feed us, and fcarce half fufficient of that for half that time, but what provifiou

we got among the favages, and fuch roots and fifli as we caught by accident, and God's

direction ; nor had we a mariner, nor any had fkill to trim the fails, but two failors and

myfelf, the reft being gentlemen, or them were as ignorant in fuch toil and labour.

Yet neceflity in a fliort time, by good words and examples, made them do that that

caufed them ever after to fear no colours. What 1 did with this fmall means, I leave

to the reader to judge, and the map I made of the country, which is but a fmall matter,

in regard of the magnitude thereof. But to proceed, fixty of thofe Safquefahanocks

came to us with Ikins, bows, arrows, targets, beads, fwords, and tobacco-pipes, for

prefents. Such great and well-proportioned men are feldom feen, for they feemed

like giants to the Englilh, yea, and to their neighbours, yet feemed of an honeft and

fimple difpofttion, with much ado reftrained from adoring us as gods. Thofe are the

ftrangeft people of all thofe countries, both in language and attire ; for their language,

it may well befeem their proportions, founding from them as a voice in a vault. Their

attire is the fkins of bears and wolves ; fome have calTocks made of bears' heads and

(kins, that a man's head goes through the fkin's neck, and the cars of the bear faftened

to his fhoulders, the nofe and teeth hanging down his brealt, another bear's face fplit

behind him, and at the end of the nofe hung a paw, the half (leeves coming to the

elbows, were the necks of bears, and the arms through the mouth, with paws hanging

at their nofes. One had the head of a wolf hanging in a chain for a jewel, his tobacco

pipe, three quarters of a yard long, prettily carved, with a bird, a deer, or fome fuch

'device at the great end, fufficient to beat out one's brains; with bows, arrows, and

clubs, fuitable to their greatnefs. Thefe are fcarce known to Powhatan. They can

make near fix hundred able men, and are pallifadoed in their towns, to defend them

from the IVIaifawomekes, their mortal enemies. Five of their chief Werowanccs came

aboard us, and crofted the bay in their barge. The pifture of the greateft of them is

Ijgnified in the map ; the calf of whofe leg was three quarters of a yard about, and

all the reft of his limbs fo anfwerable to that proportion, that he feemed the goodlieft

man we ever beheld. Mis hair, the one fide was long, the other fliorn clofe, with a

ridge over his crown, like a coxcomb. His arrows were five quarters long, headed

with the fplinters of a white cryilal-like ftone, in form of a heart, an inch broad, and

an inch and a half or more long : thefe he wore in a wolf's (kin at his back, for his

quiver, his bow in the one hand, and his club in the other, as is defcribed.

On the call fide of the bay, is the river Tockwiiogh, and upon it a people that can

make one hundred men, feated fome feven miles within the river : where thev have a

fort very well pallifadoed and mantled with bark of trees. Next them is Ozinies, with

fixty men. More to the fouth of that eaft fide of the bay, the river Rapahanock,

near unto which is the river Kufkarawaock, upon which is feated a people, with two

hundred men. After that, is the river Tants Wighcocomoco, and on it a people with

one
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one hundred men. The people of thofc rivers are of little flature, of another language

from therert, and very rude. But they on the river Acohanock, with forty men, and

they of Accomack, eighty men, doth equalize any of the territories of Powhatan, and

fpe;>k his language, who over all thofe doth rule as king.

Southward we went to fouie parts of Chawonock and the Mangoags to fearch for

them left by Mr. White. Amongfl; thofe people are thus many feveral nations of

fundry languages, that environ Powhatans territories. The Chawonocks, the Man-

goags, tile Monacans, the Mannahokes, the Mafawomekes, the Powhatans, the Saf-

quefahanocks, the Atquanachukes, the Tockwoghes, and the Kufcaravvaockes. All

thofe not any one underftandcth another but by interpreters. Their feveral habitations

are more plainly defcribcd by this annexed map, which will prefent to the eye the way

of the mountains, and current of the rivers, with their feveral turnings, bays, flioals,

ifles, inlets, and creeks, the breadth of the waters, the diftances of places, and fuch

Lke. In which map obferve this, that as far as you fee the little crofles on rivers, moun-

tains, or other places have been difcovered ; the reft v;as had by information of the

fjvages, and aa-e let down accoi'ding to their inltrudions.

Thus have I walked a wayltfs way, with uncouth pace^

Which yet no Chrlllian man did ever trace :

But yet J know tills not atfefls the mind.

Which tars dolh hear, as dial which eyes do fihd..

Offuch Things lahich arc naturally in Virginia, and how they ufe them^

VIRGINIA doth afford many excellent vegetables, and living creatures, yet grafs

there is little or none, but what groweth in low marlhes : for all the country is over-

grown with trees, whofe droppings continually turneth their grafs to weeds, by reafon

of the ranknefs of the ground, which would foon be amended by good hufbandry.

The wood that is mofl common is oak and walnut ; many of their oaks are to tall and

flraight that they will bear two foot and a half fquare of good timber for twenty yards

long. Of this vs^ood there is two or three feveral kinds. The acorns of one kind,

whofe bark is more white than the other, and fomewhat fweetifh, which being boiled,

at laft affords a fv.'eet oil, that they keep in gourds to annoint their heads and joints.

The fruit they eat made in bread or otherwife. There is alfo fome elms, feme black

walnut-tree, and fome aih : of afh and elm they make foap alhes. If the trees be very

great, the afhes will be good, and melt to hard lumps, but if they be fmall, it wdl

but powder, and not fo good as the other. Of walnuts there is two or three kinds ;

there is a kind of wood we called cyprefs, becaufe both the wood, the fruit, and leaf

did moll refemble it, and of thofe trees there are fome near three fathom about at the

foot, very ifraight, and fifty, fixty, or eighty feet without a branch. By the dwelling

of the favages are fome great mulberry-trees, and in fome parts of the country they are

found growing naturally in pretty groves. There was aneffay made to make filk, and

furely the worms profpered excellent well, till the mafter workman fell fick. During

which time they were eaten with rats.

In fome parts were found fome chefnuts, whofe wild fruit equal the beft in France,

Spain, Germany, or Italy. Plums there are of three forts. The red and white are

like our hedge plums, but the other, which they call putchamins, grow as high as a

palmeta : the fruit is Hke a medlar ; it is firfl green, then yellow, and red when it is

ripe ; if it be not ripe, it will draw a man's mouth aviary, with much torment, ; but

when it is ripe, it is as delicious as an apricot.

They
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They have cherries, and thofe are much like a damfen, but for their tade and colour
Ave called them cherries. We faw fome few crabs, but very fmall and bitter. Of vines

great abundance, in many parts that climb the tops of the highefl: trees in fome places,

but thefe bear but few grapes. Except by the rivers and favage habitations, where
they are not overfliadowed from the fun, they are covered with fruit, though never
pruned nor manured. Of thofe hedge-grapes we made near twenty gallons of wine,
which was like our French Britifli wine, but certainly they would prove good were they
well manured. There is another fort of grape near as great as a cherry, this they call

meffamins
; they be fat, and the juice thick. Neither doth thetafte fo well pleafewhen

they are made in wine. They have a fmall fruitgrowing on little trees, hulked like a
chefnut, but the fruit mofl like a very fmall acorn. This they call chcchinquamins,
which they efteem a great dainty. They have a berry much like our goofeberry, in

greatnefs, colour, and tafte ; thofe they call rawcomens, and do eat them raw or
boiled. On thefe natural fruits they live a great part of the year, which they ufe in this

manner ; the walnuts, chefnuts, acorns, and chechinquamins are dried to keep.
When they need walnuts they break them between two (tones, yet fome part of the
ihells will cleave to the fruit. Then do they dry them again upon a mat over a hurdle.
After they put it into a mortar of wood, and beat it very fmall ; that done they mix
it with water, that the fhells may fink to the bottom. This water will be coloured as
milk, which they call pawcohiccora, and keep it for their ufe. The fruit like medlars,
they call putchamins, they caft upon hurdles on a mat, and preferve them as prunes.
Of their chefnuts and chechinquamins boiled, they make both broth and bread for
their chief men, or at their greateft feafts. Befides thofe fruit-trees, there is a
white poplar, and another tree like unto it, that yieldeth a very clear and an odoriferous
gum like turpentine, which fome called balfam. There are alfo cedars and faffafras

trees. They alfo yield gums in a fmall proportion of themfelves. We tried con-
clufions to extraO: it out of the wood, but nature afforded more than our arts.

In the watery vallies grow a berry which they call ocoughtanamnis very much like

unto capers. Thefe they dry in fummer. When they eat them they boil them near
half a day ; for otherwife they differ not much from poifon. Mattoum groweth as our
bents. The feed is not much unlike to rye, though much fmaller. This they ufe for a
dainty bread buttered with deer fuet.

During fummer there are either ftrawberries, which ripen in April, or mulberries
which ripen in May and June. Rafpi fes, hurts, or a fruit that the inhabitants call

maracock, which is a pleafant wholefome fruit much like a lemon. Many herbs in the
fpring are commonly difperfed throughout the woods, good for broths and fallads, as

violets, parfley, forrell, &c. Befides many we ufed whofe names we know not.

The chief root ihev have for food is called tockawhoughe. It grows like a flag in

marfhes. In one day a favage will gather fufficient for a week. Thefe roots are much
of the greatnefs and tafle of potatoes. They ufed to cover a great many of them with
oak leaves and fern, and then cover all with earth in die manner of a coalpit ; over it,

on each fide, they continue a great fire twenty-four hours before they dare eat it. Raw
it is no better than poifon, and being roafted, except it be tender and the heat abated,
or fliced and dried in the fun, mixed with forrel and meal, or fuch like, it will prick and
torment the throat extremely, and yet in fummer they ufe this ordinarily for bread.
They have another root which they call wighfacan : as the other feedeth the body,

fo this cureth their hurts and difeafes. It is a fmall root, which they bruife and apply
to the wound. Pocones is a fmall root that groweth in the mountains, which being
dried and beat in powder turns red j and this they ufe for fwellings, aches, anointing

their
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their joints, painting their heads and garments. They account it very precious, and

of much worth. Mufquafpen is a root of the bignefs of a finger, and as red as

blood. In drying it will wither almoft to nothing. This they ufe to paint their mats,

targets, and fuch like.

There is alfo pellitory of Spain, faflafras, and divers other fimples, which the apo-

thecaries gathered, and commended to be good and medicinable.

In the low marflies grow plots of onions, containing an acre of ground, or more, in

many places ; but they are fmall, not paft the bignefs of the top of one's thumb.

Of beafls the chief are deer, nothing differing from ours. In the deferts towards

the heads of rivers there are many, but amongft the rivers few. There is a bead they

call aroughcun, much like a badger, but ufeth to live on trees, as fquirrels do. Their

fquirrels fouie are near as great as our fmallefl fort of wild rabbits, fome blackifli or

black and white, but the mod are grey.

A fmall beafl: they have they call affapanic, but we call them flying fquirrels, be-

caufe fpreading their legs, and fo ftretching the largenefs of their fkins, that they have

been feen to fly thirty or forty yards. An opoflTum hath a head like a fwine and a tail

hke a rat, and is of the bignefs of a cat. Under her belly flie hath a bag, wherein fhe

lodgeth, carrieth, and fuckleth her young. A muflafcus is a beaft of the form and

nature of our water-rats, but many of them fmell exceedingly fl:rong of mufk. Their

hares no bigger than our conies, and few of them to be found.

Their bears are very little in comparifon of thofe of Mufcovy and Tartary. The
beaver is as big as an ordinary water-dog, but his legs exceeding fliort ; his fore-feet

like a dog's, his hinder feet like a fwan's. His tail fomewhat like the form of a racket,

bare without hair, which to eat the favages efl:eem a great delicacy. They have many
otters, which, as the beavers, they take with fnares, and eileem the fliins great orna-

ments, and of all thofe beafl:s they ufe to feed when they catch them. An utchun-

quoyes is like a wild cat. Their foxes are like our filver-haired conies, of a fmall

proportion, and not fmelling like thofe in England. Their dogs of that country are

like their wolves, and cannot bark, but howl, and the wolves not much bigger than

our Engiifli foxes. Martins, polecats, weafels, and minks, we know they have, becaufe

we have feen many of their fkins, though very feldom any of them alive. But one

thing is ftrange, that we could never perceive their vermin deftroy our hens, eggs, nor

chickens, nor do any hurt, nor their flies nor ferpents any way pernicious, where in the

fouth parts of America they are always dangerous, and often deadly.

Of birds ihe eagle is the greateft devourer. Hawks there be of divers forts, as our

falconers called them : fparrow-hawks, lanarets, gofliawks, falcons, and ofpreys, but

they all prey moft upon fifli. Their partridges are little bigger than our quails. Wild
turkies are as big as our tame. There are woofels or blackbirds with red flioulders,

thruflies, and divers forts of fmall birds, fome red fome blue, fcarce fo big as a wren j

but few in fummer. In winter there are great plenty of fwans, cranes, grey and white,

with black wings, herons, geefe, brants, duck, wigeon, dotterell, oxies, parrots, and

pigeons. Of all thofe forts great abundance, and fome other ftrange kinds, to us un-

known by name ; but in fummer not any, or a very few to be feen.

Of fifli we were beft acquainted with fturgeon, grampus, porpus, feals, ftingrays,

whofe tails are very dangerous, brets, mullets, white falmons, trouts, foals, plaice,

herrings, coney-fifh, rock-fifli, eels, lampreys, cat-filh, fhads, perch of three forts,

crabs, fhrimps, crevices, oyfters, cockles, and mufcles. But the moft ftrange fifti is

a fmall one, fo like the picture of St, George and the Dragon as poffible can be,

except
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except his legs and wings, and the toad-fifli, which will fwell till it be like to burfl, when
it Cometh into the air.

Concerning the entrails of the earth little can be faid for certainty. There wanted

good refiners ; for thofe that took upon them to have fliill this way, took up the wafli-

ings from the mountains, and fome mofkered fliining floncs and fpangles which the

waters brought down, flattering themfelves in their own vain conceits to have been fup-

pofed what they were not, by the means of that ore, if it proved as their arts and

judgments expefted. Only this is certain, that many regions lying in the fame latitude

afford mines very rich, of divers natures. The crull alio of thefe rocks would eafiiy

perfuade a man to believe there are other mines than iron and fteel, if there were but

means and men of experience that knew the mine from fpar.

Of their planted Fruits in Virginia, and bow they ufc them.

THEY divide the year into five feafons. Their winter fome call popanow, tlie fpring

catapeuk, the fummer cohattayough, the earing of their corn nepinough, the harvefl:

and fall of leaf taquitock. From September until the midfl of November are the

chief feafts and facrifice. Then have they plenty of fruits, as well planted as natural,

as corn, green and ripe, fifli, fowl, and wild beafls exceeding fat.

The great ell labour they take is in planting their corn, for the country naturally is

overgrown with wood. To prepare the ground, they bruife the bark of the trees near

the root, then do they fcorch the roots with fire that they grow no more. The next

year with a ci-ooked piece of wood they beat up the weeds by the roots, and in that

mould they plant their corn. Their manner is this. They make a hole in the earth

with a {tick, and into it they put four grains of whea". and two of beans. Thefe holes

they make four feet one from another. Their women and children do continually

keep it weeding, and when it is grown middle high, they hill it about like a hop-

yard.

In April they begin to plant, but their chief plantation is in May, and fo they con-

tinue till the midft of June. What they plant in April they reap in Auguft, for May
in September, for June in O£tober. Every (talk of their corn commonly beareth

two ears, fome three, feldom any four, many but one, and fome none. Every ear

ordinarily hath between two hundred and five hundred grains. The (talk being green

hath a fweet juice in it, fomewhat hke a fugar cane, which is the caufe that when they

gather their corn green, they fuck the (talks : for as we gather green peas, fo do they

their corn being green, which excellcth their old. They plant alfo peas they call

alTentamens, which are the fame they call in Italy fagioli. Their beins are the fame the

Turks call garnanfcs ; but thefe they much efteem for dainties.

Their corn they roafl in the ear green, and bruifing it in a mortar of wood with a

polt, lap it in rolls in the leaves of their corn, and fo boil it for a dainty. They alfo

referve that corn late planted that will not ripe, by roafting it in hot allies, the heat

thereof drying it. In winter they elteem it being boiled with beans for a rare dilh, they

call paufarowmena. Their old wheat they firfl ftcep a night in hot water, in the morning
pounding it in a mortar. Ihey ufe a fmall bafkot for their tcmmes, then pound again

the great, ::nd fo feparating by dafliing their hand in the balket, receive the Hour in a

platter made of wood, fcraped to that form with burning and fliells. Tempering this

flour with water, they make it either in cakes, covering them with alhcs till they be
baked, and then wafhing them in fair water, they dry prefently with their own heat

:

8 or
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or elle boil tlriin in water, eating the broth with the bread, which they call ponap. The
grouts and pieces of the corns remaining, by fanning in the platter or in the wind, away

;

the bran they boil three or four hours with water, which is an ordinary food they call

uftatahamen. But fome more thrifty than cleanly do burn the core of the ear to pow-
der, which they call pungnough, mingling that in their meal, but it never taftcd well

in bread nor broth. Their filh and flefh they boil either very tenderly, or boil it fo

long on hurdles over the fire ; or elfe after the Spanifli falhion, putting it on a fpit,

they turn firfl the one fide, then the other, till it be as dry as their jerkin beef in the

Weft Indies, that they may keep it a month or more without putrifying. The broth

of fifli or flefli they eat as commonly as the meat.

In May alfo amongft their corn they plant pumpions, and a fruit like unto a niuflc-

melon, but lefs and worfe, u'liich they call macocks. Thefe increafe exceedingly, and
ripen in the beginning of July, and continue until September. They plant alfo mara-
cocks, a wild truit like a lemon, which alfo increafe infinitely. They begin to ripen in

September, and continue till the end of Oftober. When all their fruits be gathered,

little elfe they plant, and this is done by their women and children ; neither doth this

.iong fuffice them, for near three parts of the year they only obferve times and feafons,

and live of what the country naturally affordeth from hand to mouth, &c.

The Commodities in Virginia, or that may be had by Indujlry.

THE mildnefs of the air, the fertility of the foil, and fituation of the rivers, are fo

propitious to the nature and ufe of man, as no place is more convenient for pleafure,

profit, and man's fuftenance, under that latitude or climate.

Here will live any beafts, as horfes, goats, fheep, affes, hens, &c. as appeared by them
that were carried thither. The waters, Lfles, and Ihoals, are full of fafe harbours for

fliips of war or merchandize, for boats of all forts, for tranfportation or fifliing, &c.
The bay and rivers have much merchantable fifli, and places fit for fait coats, building

of fliips, making of iron, &c.

IVIufcovia and Polonia do yearly receive many thoufands for pitch, tar, foap-aflies,

rofin, flax, cordage, fturgeon, marts, yards, wainfcot, furs, glafs, and fuch like; alfo

Sweedland for iron and copper. France in like manner for wine, canvas, and fait.

Spain as much for iron, fteel, figs, raifins, and facks. Italy with filks and velvets con-

fumes our chief commodities. Holland maintains itfelf by fifliing and trading at our
own doors. All thefe temporize with other for neceflities, but all as uncertain as peace

or wars. Befides the charge, travel, and danger in tranfporting them by feas, lands,

florms, and pirates. Then how much hath Virginia the prerogative of all thofe

flourifliing kingdoms, for the benefit of our land, when as within one hundred miles all

thofe are to be had, either ready provided by nature, or elfe to be prepared, were there

but induftrious men to labour. Only of copper we may doubt is wanting, but there is

good probability that both copper and better minerals are there to be had for their

labour. Other countries have it. So then here is a place a nurfe for foldiers, a

pradice for mariners, a trade for merchants, a reward for the good, and that which is

moft of all, abufinefs (moft acceptable to God) to bring fuch poor infidels to the know-
ledge of God and his holy gofpel.

Of the natural Inhabitants of Virginia.

THE land is not populous, for the men be few ; their far greater number is of women
and children. Within fixty miles of James Town, there are about fome five thoufand

•VOL. XIII. F people
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people, but of able men fit for their wars fcarce fifteen hundred. To npurlfn fo many
together they have yet no means, becaufe they make fo fmall a benefit of their land, bu"

it never fo fertile. Six or feven hundred have been the moil hath been feen together,

when they gathered themfelves to have furprized me at Panraunkee, having but fifteen

to withftand the worft of their fury. As fmall as the proportion of ground that hath

yet been difcovered, is in comparifou of that yet unknown : the people ditfer very much
in ftature, efpecially in language, as beiore is exprcifed. Some being very great as the

Sefquefahanocks, others very little as the Wighcocomocoes, but generally tall and
flraight, of a comely proportion, and of a colour brown when they are of any age, but

they are born white. Their hair is generally black, but fev*' have any beards. The
men wear half their beards fliaven, the other half long, for barbers they ufe their

women, who with two Ihells will grate away the hair of any fafliion they pleafe. The
women are cut in many fafhions agreeable to their years, but ever fome part remaineth

long. They are very ftrong, of an able body and full of agility, able to endure to lie in

the woods under a tree by the fire, in the word of winter, or in the weeds and grafs, in

umbufcade in the fummer. They are inconlfant in every thing, but what fear con-

ftraineth them to keep. Crafty, timorous, quick of apprehenfion, and very ingenuous.

Some are of difpofition fearful, fome bold, moft cautelous, all favage, generally covetous

of copper, beads, and fuch like tralh. They are foon moved to anger, and fo malicious

that they feldom forget an injury: they feldom fteal one from another, left their con-

jurors fliould reveal it, and fo they be purfued and puniflied, that they are thus feared

is certain, but that any can reveal their offences by conjuration I am doubtful. Their

women are careful not to be fufpected of difhonefty without the leave of their hufbands.

Each houfliold knoweth their own lands and gardens, and moft live of their own
labour. For their apparel, they are fometime covered with the fkins of wild beads,

which in winter are drefled with the hair, but in fummer without. The better fort ufe

large mantles of deer fkins, not much differing in faffiion from the Irifli mantles. Some
embroidered with white beads, fome with copper, others painted after their manner,

' but the common fort have fcarce to cover their nakednefs but with grafs, the leaves of

trees, or fuch like. We have feen fome ufe mantles made of turkey feathers, fo prettily

wrought and woven with threads that nothing could be difcerned but the feathers, that

was exceeding warm and very handfome ; but the women are always covered about

their middles with a (kin, and very fhamefafl to be feen bare. 'I'hey adorn them-

felves m.oft with copper beads and paintings. Their women fome have their legs,

hands, breafls, and face, cunningly embroidered with divers works, as hearts, ferpents,

artificially wrought into their ilelh with black fpots ; in each ear commonly they have

three great holes, whereat they hang chains, bracelets, or copper. Some of their

men wear in ihofe holes a fmall green and yellow coloured fnake near half a yard in

length, which crawling and lapping herfelf about his neck oftentimes familiarly would

kifs his lips ; others wear a dead rat tied by the tail, fome on their heads wear the

wing of a bird, or fome large feather with a rattle; thofe rattles are fomewhat like the

fliape of a rapier, but lefs, which they take from the tail of a fnake. Many have the

whole (kin of a hawk or fome ftrange fowl (luffed with the wings abroad, others a

broad piece of copper, and fome the hand of their enemy dried. Their heads and

flioulders are painted red with the root pocone bruifed to powder, mixed with oil, this

they hold in fummer to preferve them from the heat, and in winter from the cold.

Many other forms of paintings they ufe, but he is the molt gallant that is the moit

monitrous to behold.

Their buildings and habitations are for the moft part by the rivers, or not far diftant

8 from
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from fome fre{h fpring ; their houfes are built like our arbours, of fmall young fprings

bovVeJ and tied, and ib clofe covered with mats, or the barks ot trees very hand-

fojnely, that notwithftanding either wind, rain, or weather, they are as warm as floves,

but very Imoky, yet at the top of the houfe there is a hole made for the fmokc to go
into right over the fire.

Againfl: the fire they lie on little hurdles of reeds covered with a mat, borne from

the ground a foot and more by a hurdle of wood, on thefe round about the houfe they

lie heads and points one by the other againfl; the fire, fome covered with mats, fome
with {kins, and fome flark naked lie on the ground, from fix to twenty in a houfe.

Their houfes are in the midft oF their fields or gardens, which are fmall plots of

ground, fome twenty acres, fome forty, fome one hundred, fome two hundred, fome

more, fome lefs. In fome places from two to fifty of thofe houfes together, or but a

little feparated by groves of trees. Near their habitations is little fmall wood or old

trees on the ground by reafon of their burning of them for fire, fo that a man may
gallop a horfe amongil thefe woods any way, but where the creeks or rivers fhall

hinder.

Men, women, and children have their feveral names according to the feveral humour
of their parents. Their women (they fay) are eafily delivered of child

;
yet do they

love children very dearly. To make them hardy in the cold mornings they them
wafh in the rivers, and by painting and ointments fo tan their fkins, that after a year

or tv.'o no weather will hurt them.

The men befl:ow their times in fifliing, hunting, wars, and fuch man-like exercifes,

fcorning to be feen in any woman-like exercife, which is the caufe that the women be

very painful, and the men often idle. The women and children do the refl: of the

work, they make mats, bafkets, pots, mortars, pound their corn, make their bread,

prepare their victuals, plant their corn, gather their corn, bear all kind of burdens,

and fuch like.

Their fire they kindle prefently by chafing a dry pointed fl:ick in a hole of a little

fquare piece of wood, that firing itfeif, will fo fire mofs, leaves, or any fuch like dry

thing that will quickly burn. In March and April they live much upon their fifliing

wires, and feed on filh, turkies, and fquirrels. In May and June they plant their

fields, and live mofl: of acorns, walnuts, and fifli. But to amend their diet, fome

difperfe themfelves in finall companies, and live upon fifli, beafl:s, crabs, oyfters, land-

tortoifes, flrawberries, mulberries, and fuch like. In June, July, and Augufl:, they

feed upon the roots of tocknough berries, fifh, and green wheat. It is ftrange to fee

how their bodies alter with their diet, even as the deer and wild beafl:s they feem fat

and lean, llrong and weak. Powhatan, their great king, and fome others, that are

provident, roaft their fifh and fleih upon hurdles as before is expreffed, and keep it till

fcarce times.

For fifliing, hunting, and wars, they ufe much their bow and arrows. They bring

their bows to the form of ours, by the fcraping of a Ihell. Their arrows are made
fome of ftraight young fprigs, which they head with bone, fome two or three inches

long ; thefe they ufe to flioot at fquirrels on trees. Another fort of arrows they ufe

made of reeds ; thefe are pierced with wood, headed with fplinters of chryfl:al, or

fome fharp fl:one, the fpurs of a turkey, or the bill of fome bird. For his knife he

hath the fplinter of a reed to cut his feathers in form : with this knife alfo he will

joint a deer, or any beaft, fhape his (hoes, buflcins, mantles, &c. To make the

notch of his arrow he hath the tooth of a beaver, fet in a flick, v,'herewith he grateth

it by degrees : his arrow-head he quickly maketh with a little bone, which he ever

F 2 weareth
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weareth at his bracert, of any fpliiit of a flone, or glafs, in the form of a heart, antJ-

thefe they glue to the end of their arrows. With the finews of deer, and the tops

of deers horns, boiled to a jelly, they make a glue that will not diifolve in cold water.

For their wars alfo they ufe targets that are round, and made of the barks of trees,

and a fword of wood at their backs, but oftentimes they ufe for fwords the horn of a

deer, put through a piece of wood in form of a pickaxe ; fouie a long ftone fliai-pened

at both ends, ufcd in the fame manner : this they were wont to ule alfo for hatchets^

but now by trucking they have plenty of the fame form of iron ; and thofe are their

chief inflrunijuts and arms.

Their fifning is much in boats ; thefe they make of one tree, by burning and

fcratching away the coals with (tones and fliells, till they have made it in form of a-

trough. Some ofthem are an ell deep, and forty or fifty feet in length, and fome will

bear forty men, but the mofl ordinary are fmaller, and will bear ten, twenty, or

thirty, according to their bignefs. Inftead of oars, they ufe paddles and flicks, with

which they will row falter than our barges. Betwixt their hands and thighs, their

women ufe to fpin the barks of trees, deer finews, or a kind of grafs they call pem-
menaw, of thefe they make a thread very even and readily. This thread ferveth for

many ufes, as about their houfing, apparel, as alfo they make nets for fifhing, for

the quantity as formally braided as ours ; they make alio with it lines for angles.

Their hooks are either a bone grated, as they notch their arrows, in the form of a

crooked pin or fifh-hook, or of the fplinter of a bone tied to the clift of a little

flick, and with the end of the line they tie on the bait. They ufe alfo long arrows

tied in a line, wherewith they flioot at fifh in the rivers ; but they of Accawmack
ufe flaves like unto javelins, headed with bone ; with thefe they dart fifh fwimming
in the water. They have alfo many artificial wires, in which they get abundance

of fifh.

In their hunting and fifhing they take extreme pains, yet it being their ordinary

exercife from their infancy, they efteem it a pleafure, and are very proud to be ex-

pert therein ; and by their continual ranging and travel, they know all the advan-

tages and places mofl frequented with deer, beafts, fifh, fowl, roots, and berries.

At their huntings they leave their habitations, and reduce themfelves into companies,

as the Tartars do, and go to the moft defert places with their families, where they fpend

their time in hunting and fowling up towards the mountains, by the heads of their

rivers, where there is plenty of game ; for betwixt the rivers the grounds are fo

narrow, that little coraeth here which they devour not : it is a marvel they can fo di.?-

rectly pafs thefe deferts, fome three or four days journey, without habitation. Their
hunting-houfes are like unto arbours covered with mats ; thefe their women bear after

them, with corn, acorns, mortars, and all bag and baggage they ufe. When they

come to the place of exercife, every man doth his belt to fhew his dexterity, for by
their excelling in thofe qualities they get their wives. Forty yards will they flioot level,

or very near the mark, and one hundred and twenty is their beft at random. At their

huntings in the deferts they are commonly two or three hundred together. Having
found the deer, they environ them with many fires, and betwixt the fires they place

themfelves, and fome take their flands in the midft. The deer being thus frightened by
the fires and their voices, they chafe them fo long within that circle, thatmany times

they kill fix, eight, ten, or fifteen at a hunting, They ufe alio to drive them into

fome narrow point of land, when they find that advantage, and fo force them into

the river, where, with their boats, they have ambufcadoes to kill them. When they have

fhot a deer by land, they follow him like blood-hounds by the blood and ftrain, and

oftentimes
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oftentimes fo take them. Hares, partridges, turkies, or eggs, fat or lean, young or

old, they devour all they can catch in their power. In one of thefe huntings they

found me in the difcovery of the head of the river of Chickahamania, where they flew

my men, and took me prifoner in a bogmire, where I faw thofe exercifes, and ga-

thered thefe obfervations.

One favage hunting alone ufeth the fkin of a deer flit on the one fide, and fo put on
his arm through the neck, fo that his hand comes to the head, which is fluffed, and
the horns, head, eyes, ears, and every part as artificially counterfeited as they

can devife ; thus fhrouding his body in the flvin, by {talking he approacheth the

deer, creeping on the ground from one tree to another ; if the deer chance to

find fault, or ftand at gaze, he turneth the head with his hand to his befl; advantage

to feem like a deer, alfo gazing and licking himfelf ; fo watching his beft advantage

to approach, having fliot him, he chafeth him by his blood and flrain till he get

him.

When they intend any wars, the Werowances ufually have the advice of their

priefts and conjurors, and their allies, and ancient friends, but chiefly the prieflis

determine their refolution. Every Werowance, or fome lufl;y fellow, they appoint

captain over every nation. They feldom make war for lands or goods, but for wo-
men and children, and principally for revenge. They have many enemies, namely,

all their wefl:ernly countries beyond the mountains, and the heads of the rivers. Upon
the head of the Powhatans are the Monacans, whofe chief habitation is at Rafauweak,

unto whom the Mowhemenchughes, the Maflinnacacks, the Monahaffanughs, the

Monafickapanoughs, and other nations, pay tributes. Upon the head of the river

of Toppahanock, is a people called Mannahoacks, to thefe are contributors the

Tauxanias, the Shackaconias, the Ontponeas, the Tegninateos, the Whonkenteaes,
the Stegarakes, the Haffinnungaes, and divers others, all confederates with the Mo-
nacans, though many different in language, and be very barbarous, living for the

moft part of wild hearts and fruits. Beyond the mountains, from whence is the head

of the river Patawomcke, the favages report, inhabit their moft mortal enemies, the

Maffawomekes, upon a great fait water, which by all likelihood is either fome part of

Canada, fome great lake, or fome inlet of fome fea that falleth into the South Sea.

Thefe Maffawomekes are a great nation and very populous ; for the heads of all thofe

rivers, efpecially the Pattawomekes, the Pautuxuntes, the Safquefahanocks, the

Tockwoughes, are continually tormented by them, of whofe cruelty they generally

complained, and very importunate they were with me and my company to free them
from thefe tormentors : to this purpofe they offered food, conduft, afliftance, and
continual fubjeftion ; which I concluded to effed : but the council then prefent

emulating my fuccefs, would not think it fit to fpare me forty rnen to be hazarded

in thofe unknown regions, having paffed (as before was fpoken of,) but with twelve,

and fo was lofl that opportunity. Seven boats full of thefe Maffawomekes we en-

countered at the head of the bay, whofe targets, baflsets, fwords, tobaccopipes,

platters, bows and arrows, and every thing fliewcd they much exceeded them of

our parts, and their dexterity in their fmall boats, made of the barks of trees, fewed
with bark, and well luted with gum, argueth that they are feated upon fome great

water.

Againft all thefe enemies the Powhatans are conftrained fometimes to fight. Their
chief attempts are by flratagems, treacheries, or furprifals. Yet the Werowance's
women and children they put not to death, but keep- them captives. They have a

method
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method in war, and for our pleafures they (hewed it to us, and it was in this manfter

performed at Mattapanient.

Having painted and difguifed themfelves in the fiercefl manner they could devife,

they divided themfelves into two companies, near a hundred in a company ; the one

company called Monacas, the other Powhatans ; either army had their captain. Thefe,

as enemies, took their Hand a muiket fhot one from another, ranked themfelves fifteen

ahreaft, ajid each rank from another four or five yards, not in file, but in the opening

betwixt their files ; fo the rear could fhoot as conveniently as the front. Having thus

pitched the fields, from either p:irt went a melTenger with thefe conditions ; that who-

foeverwere vanquifhed, fuch as efcape upon their fubmilTion in two days after fhould

hve, but their wives and children fhould be prize for the conquerors. The metlengers

were no fooner returned, but they approached in their orders ; on each flank a ferjeant,

and in the rear an ofhcer for lieutenant, all duly keeping their orders, yet leaping and

finging after their accuflomed tune, which they only ufe in wars. Upon the firft flight

of arrows they gave fuch horrible Ihouts and fcreaches, as fo many infernal hell-hounds

could not have made them more terrible. When they had fpent their arrows, they joined

together prettily, charging and retiring, eviery rank feconding other ; as they got ad-

vantage, they catched iheir enemies by the hair of the head, and down he came that

was taken ; his enemy with his wooden fword feemed to beat out his brains, and ftill

they crept to the rear to maintain the fl%.irmifli. The iMonacans decreafmg, the Pow-

hatans charged them in the form of a half moon ; they, unwilling to be inclofed, fled all

in a troop to their ambufcadoes, on whom they led them very cunningly. 1 he Mo-

nacans difperfe themfelves among the frefli men, whereupon the Powhatans retired

with all fpeed to their feconds, which the Monacans feeing, took that advantage to

retire again to their own battle, and fo each returned to their own quarter. All their

aftions, voices, and geftures, both in charging and retiring, were fo ftrained to the

height of their quality and nature, that the llrangenefs thereof made it feem very

delightful.

For their mufic they ufe a thick cane, on which they pipe as on a recorder. For

their wares they have a great deep platter of wood. They cover the mouth thereof

with a fkin, at each corner they tie a walnut, which meeting on the back fide near the

bottom, with a fmall rope they twitch them together till it be fo tough and fliff, that they

may beat upon it as upon a drum. But their chief inflruments are rattles made ot

fmall gourds or pumpeons fhells. Of thefe they have bafe, tenor, counter-tenor,

mean, and treble. Thefe mingled with their voices, fometimes twenty or thirty

together, make fuch a terrible noife as would rather affright than delight any man.

If any great commander arrive at the habitation of q Werowance, they fpread a mat, as

the Turks do, a carpet for him to fit upon. Upon another right oppofite, they fit

themfelves. Then do all with a tunable voice of fliouting bid him welcome. After

this do two or more of their chiefeft men make an oration, teftifying their love.

Which they do with fuch vehcmency, and fo great palTions, that they fweat till they

drop, and are fo out of breath they can fcarce fpeak. So that a man would take thena

to be exceeding angry, or ftark mad. Such viduals as they have, they fpend freely,

and at night, where his lodging is appointed, they fet a woman freth painted red with

pocones and oil, to be his bed fellow.

Their manner of trading is for copper, beads, and fuch like, for which they give fuch

commodities as they have, as fkins, fowls, filh, flefh, and their country corn. But their

viftuals are their chieftft riches.

Every
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Every Spring they make themfelves fick with drinking the juice of a root they call

wighfacan, and water ; whereoF ihey pour lb great a quantity, that it purgeth them in a

very violent manner; lb thatui three or four days after, they fcarce recover their former

health. Sometimes they are troubled with droplies, fwellings, aches, and fuch like

difeafes ; for cure whereof they build a ftove in the form of a dovc-houfc with mats, fo

clofe that a few coals therein covered with a pot, will make the patient fweat extremely.

For fwellings alio they ufe fmall pieces of touch-wood, in the form of cloves, which

pricking on the grief they burn clofe to the ilefli, and from thence draw the corruption

with their mouth. With this root wighlacan they ordinarily heal green wounds. But

to fcarify a fvveliing or make incifion their bell inllruments are fome fplinted (lone.

Old ulcers, or puthlied hurts are feldom feen cured amongfl them. They have many
profeifed phyficians, who with their charms and rattles, with an infernal rout ol words

and actions, will feem to fuck their inward grief from their navels, or their grieved

places ; but of our chirurgeons they were fo conceited, that they beUevcd any plaifter

would heal any hurt.

Bvit 'tis not always in pliyficians' fkill

'I'o Ileal the patient ilut is licli and ill :

For foinetiines ficknt-fs on the patient's part,

Proves llronger far than all phyficians' art.

Of their Religion.

There is yet in Virginia no place difcovered to be fo favage in whicli they have not

a religion, deer, and bow^and arrows. All things that are able to do them hurt beyond
their prevention, they adore vi'ith their kind of divine worship ; as the fire, water,

lightning, thunder, our ordnance, pieces, horfes, he. But their chief god they

worlhip is the devil. Him they call Okee, andferve himmoreof fear than love. They
fay they have conference with him, and falhion themfelves as near to his fhape as they

can imagine. In their temples they have his image evil favouredly carved, and then

painted and adorned with chains of copper, and beads, and covered v/ith a fkin in fuch

manner as the deformities may well fuit with fuch a god. By him is commonly the

fepulchre of their kings. Their bodies are firfl bowelled, then dried upon hurdles till

they be very dry, and fo about the mod of their joints and neck they hang bracelets,

or chains of copper, pearl, and fuch like, as they ufe to wear, their inwards they fluft"

with copper beads, hatchets, and fuch trafli. Then lap they them very carefully in

white fkins, and fo roll them in mats for their winding fheets. And in the tomb which

is an arch made of mats, they lay them orderly. What remaineth of this kind of wealth

their kings have, they fet at their feet in balkets. Thefe temples and bodies are kept

by their priefls.

For their ordinary burials they dig a deep hole in the earth with (liarp flakes, and
the corpfe being lapped in (kins and mats with their jewels, they lay them upon flicks.

in the ground, and fo cover them with earth. The burial ended, the women, being

painted all their faces with black coal and oil, do fit twenty-four hours in the houfes

mourning and lamenting by turns, with fuch yelling and howling, as may exprefs their

great pallions.

In every territory of a Werowance is a temple and a priefl, two or three or more.

Their principal temple or place of fuperflition is at Uttamuffack, at Pamaunkee, near

unto which is a houfe, temple, or place of Powhatans.

Upon the top of certain red fandy hills in the woods, there are three great houfes

filled
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filled with images of their kings and devils, and tombs of their predeceflbrs. Thofe

houfes are near fixty feet in length, built harbour-wife, after their building. This place

they count fo holy as that but the priefts and kings dare come into them ; nor the

favages dare not go up the river in boats by it, but they folemnly call fome piece of

copper, white beads, or pocones into the river, for fear their Okee ihould be offended

and revenged of them. Thus

Fear was the firft their gods begot

:

Till ftar began their gods were not.

In this place commonly are refident feven priefts. The chief differed from the reft

m his ornaments, but inferior priefts could hardly be known from the common people,

but that they had not fo many holes in their ears to hang their jewels at. The orna-

ments of the chief prieft were certain attires for his head made thus : they took a dozen

or fixteen or more fnake fkins and ftuffed them with mofs, and of weafels and other

vermin {kins a good many. All thefe they tie by their tails, fo as all their tails rfieet in

the top of their head like a great tafl'el. Round about this taifel is as it were a crown of

feathers, the fkins hang round about his head, neck and fhoulders, and in a manner

cover his face. The faces of all their priefts are painted as ugly as they can devife, in

their hands they had every one his rattle, fome bafs, fome fmaller. Their devotion was

moft in fongs, which the chief prieft beginneth and the reft followed him; fome times he

maketh invocations with broken fentences by ftarts and ftrange pafTions, and at eyery

paufe, the reft give a fhort groan.

Thus feck they in deep foolifhiiefs,

To climb the height of happinefs.

It could not be perceived that they keep any day as more holy than other ; but only

in fome great diftrefs of want, fear of enemies, times of triumph, and gathering together

their fruits, the whole country of men, women, and children come together to folem-

nities. The manner of their devotion is fometimes to make a great fire in the houfe or

fields, and all to fing and dance about it with rattles and ftiouts together, four or five

hours. Sometimes they fet a man in the mid ft, and about him they daace and fing, he

all the while clapping his hands, as if he would keep time, and after their fongs and

dancing ended they go to their f eafts.

Through god begetting fear,

Man's blinded mind did rear

A hell-god to the gholh ;

A heaven-god to the hoafts;

Yea god iiiito the feas :

Fear did create all theft.

They have alfo divers conjurations, one they made when I was their prifoner ; of

which hereafter you fhall read at large.

They have alfo certain altar ftcnes they call pawcorances ; but thefe ftand from their

temples, fome by their houfes, others in the woods and wilderneiTes, where they have

have had any extraordinary accident or encounter. And as you travel, at thofe ftones

they will tell you the caule why they were there erefted, which from age to age they

inftruft their children, as their beft records of antiquities. Upon thefe they offer

blood, deer fuet, and tobacco. This they do when they return from the wars, from
ID hunting,
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liunting, and upon many other occafions. They have alfo another fuperftitlon thaf

they ufe in ftorms, when the waters are rough in the rivers and fea coafts. Their
conjurers run to tlie water fides, or paflhig in their boats, after many hcllifli outcries

and invocations, they cafl tobacco, copper, pocoiies, or fuch trafli into the water, to

pacify that god whom they think to be very angry in thofe ftorms. Before their

dinners and fuppers, t!ie better fort will take the firft bit, and cafl it in the fire, whiclj

is all the grace they are known to ufe.

In fome part of the country they have yearly a facrifice of children. Such a one
was at Quiyoughcohanock, fome ten miles from James Town, and thus performed.

Fifteen of the propereft young boys, between ten and fifteen years of age, they painted

white. Having brought them forth, the people fpent the forenoon in dancing and
finging about them with rattles. In the afternoon they put thofe children to the root

of a tree. By them all the men ftood in a guard, every one having a baflinado in

his hand, made of reeds bound together. This made a lane between them all along,

thrdugh which there were appointed five young men to fetch thefe children : fo every

one of the five went through the guard to fetch a child each after other by turns, the

guard fiercely beating them with their baftinadoes, and they patiently enduring and
receiving all, defending the children with their naked bodies from the unmerciful blows

that pay them foundly, though the children efcape. All this while the women weep
and cry out very paflionately, providing mats, (kins, mofs, and dry wood, as things

fitting their children's funerals. After the children were thus paffed the guard, the

guard tore down the trees, branches and boughs with fuch violence that they rent the

body, and made wreaths for their heads, or bedecked their hair with the leaves.

What elfe was done with the children was not feen ; but they were all cafl on a heap,

in a valley, as dead, where they made a great feaft for all the company. The
Werowance being demanded the meaning of this facrifice, anfwered, that the children

were not all dead, but that the okee or devil did fuck the blood from their left breafl,

who chanced to be his by lot, till they were dead, but the refl were kept in the wilder-

nefs by the young men till nine months were expired, during which time they mufl not

converfe with any ; and of thefe were made their priefls and conjurers. This facrifice

they held to be fo neceffary, that if they fhould omit it, their okee, or devil, and" all their

other quiyoughcofughs, which are their gods, would let them have no deer,

turkies, corn, nor fifh, and yet befides, he would make a great flaughter amongfl
them.

They think that their Werowances and priefls, which they alfo efleem quiyough-

cofughs, when they are dead, do go beyond the mountains towards the fetting of the

fun, and ever remain there in form of their okee, with their heads painted red with oil

and pocones, finely trimmed with feathers, and fliall have beads, hatchets, copper, and

tobacco, doing nothing but dance and fing, with all their predeceflbrs. But the

common people, they fuppofe, fhall not live after death, but rot in their graves, like dead

dogs.

To divert them from this blind idolatry, we did our befl endeavours, chiefiy with

the Werowance of Ouiyoughcohanock, whofe devotion, apprehenfion, and good dif-

pofition much exceeded any in thofe countries, with whom although we could not as

yet prevail to forfake his falfe gods, yet this he did believe, that our God as much
exceeded theirs, as our guns did their bows and arrows, and many times did fend to

me at James Town, intreating me to pray to my God for rain, for thtlr gods would
not fend them any. And in this lamentable ignorance do thefe poor fouls facrifice

themfelves to the devil, not knowing their creator ; and we had not language

VOL. XI 11. G fufficient



smith's VIRGINIA.42

fufScient fo plainly to esprefs it, as make them underfland it ; which God grant

they may; for

Religion 'tis that doth diftinguilh us

From their brute humour, well we may it know ;

That can with underflanding argue thus,

Our God is truth ; but they cannot do fo.

Of the Marnier of the Virginians* Gcvernmeni.

Although the country people be very barbarous, yet have they amongft them fuch

government as that their magiftrates for good commanding, and their people for due

fubjection and obeying, excel many places that would be counted very civil. The
form of their commonwealth is a monarchical government, one as emperor, ruleth

over many kings or governors. Their chief ruler is called Powhatan, and taketh his

name of his principal place of dwelling called Powhatan ; but his proper name is

Wahunfonacock. Some countries he hath which have been his anceftors, and came

unto him by inheritance, as the country called Powhatan, Arrohateck, Appamatuck,

Pamaunkee, Youghtanund, and Mattapanient. All the reft of his territories exprefled

in the map, they report, have been his feveral conc^uefts. In all his ancient inhe-

ritances he hath houfes built after their manner, like arbours, fome thirty, fome forty

yards long, and at every houfe provifion for his entertainment, according to the time.

At Werowcomoco, on the north fide of the river Pamaunkee, was his refidence, when
I was delivered him prifoner, fome fourteen miles from James Town, where, for the

moft part, he was refident ; but at laft he took fo little pleafure in our near neighbour-

hood, that he retired himfelf to Orapakes, in the defert betwixt Chickahamanta &n^

Youghtanund. He is of perfonage a tall well-proportioned man, with a four look, his

head fomewhat grey, his beard fo thin that it feemeth none at all, his age near fixty,

of a very able and hardy body to endure any labour ; about his perfon ordinarily at-

tendeth a guard of forty or fifty of the talleft men his country doth afford. Every

night, upon the four quarters of his houfe, are four centinels, each from other a flight

fhoot, and at every half hour one from the corps du guard doth hollow, (haking

his lips with his finger between them ; unto whom every fentinel doth anfwer

round from his ftand : if any fail, they prefently fend forth an officer that beateth

him extremely.

A mile from Orapakes, in a thicket of wood, he hath a houfe, in which he keepeth

his kind of treafure, as (kins, copper, pearl, and beads, which he ftoreth up againft the

time of his death and burial. Here alfo is his ftore of red paint, for ointment, bows

and arrows, targets and clubs. This houfe is fifty or fixty yards in length, frequented

only by priefts. At the four corners of this houfe ftand four images as fentinels, one

of a dragon, another a bear, the third like a leopard, and the fourth like a giant-like

man, all made evil favouredly, according to their beft workmanfhip.

He hath as many women as he will, v\ hereof, when he lieth on his bed, one fitteth

at his head, and another at his feet ; but when he fitteth, one fitteth on his right hand,

and another on his left ; as he is weary of his women, he beftoweth them on thofe

that beft deferve them at his hands ; when he dineth or fuppeth, one of his Vvomen

before and after meat, bringeth him water in a wooden platter to wa(h his hands ;

another waiteti. with a bunch of feathers to wipe them, inftead of a towel, and the

feathers, when he hath wiped, are dried again. His kingdoms defcend not to his fons

nor children, but firft to his brethren, whereof he hath three, namely, Opitchapan,

Opechan-
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Opechancanoiigh, and Catataugh, and after their deceafe, to his fiflers : firfl:, to the
eldefl filler, then to the reft, and after them, to the heirs male or female of the elded
filler, but never to the heirs of the males.

He nor any of his people underlland any letters, whereby to write or read, only the

laws whereby he ruleth is cuflom. Yet, when he lifteth, his will is a law, and miifl;

be obeyed ; not only' as a king, butas half a god, they efteem him. His inferior kings,

whom they call Werowances, are tied to rule by cuflom, and have power of life and
death at their command in that nature. But this word Werowance, which we call and
conllrue for a king, is a common word, whereby they call all commanders ; for they
have but few words in their language, and but few occafions to ufe any officers more
than one commander, which commonly they call Werowance or Caucoroufe, which is

captain. They all know their feveral lands, habitations, and limits, to fifli, fowl, or
hunt in ; but they hold all of their great Werowance Powhatan, unto whom they pav
tribute of (kins, beads, copper, pearl, deer, turkies, wild beads, and corn. What he
commandeth, they dare not difobey in the lead thing. It is drange to fee with what
great fear and adoration all thefe people do obey this Powhatan ; for at his feet they
prefent whatfocver he commandeth, and at the lead frown of his brow, their greated
fpirits will tremble with fear ; and no marvel, for he is very terrible and tyrannous in

punidiing fuch as offend him : for example, he caufed certain malefaclors to be bound
hand and foot, then having of many fires gathered great ilore of burning coals, they

rake thefe coals round in the form of a cock-pit, and in the midd they cad the offenders

to broil to death. Sometimes he caufeth the heads of them that offend him to be laid

•upon the altar of facrificing done, and one with clubs beats out their brains: when he
would punifli any notorious enemy or malefaftor, he caufeth them to be tied to a tree,

and with mufclc-fliells or reeds, the executioner cutteth off his joints one after another,

ever cading what they cut off into the fire ; then doth he proceed with fliells and reeds

to cafe the ikin from his head and face ; then do they rip up his belly, and fo burn him
with the tree and all. Thus themfelves reported tliey executed George Caffen. Their
ordinary correclion is to beat them with cudgels. We have feen a man kneeling on
his knees, and at Powhatan's command, two men have beat him on the bare Ikin, till

he hath fallen fenfelefs in a fwoon, and yet never cry nor coinplained. And he made
a woman, for playing the whore, fit upon a great done, on her bare breech,twenty-

four hours, only with corn and water, every three days, till nine days were pad, yet

he loved her exceedingly ; notwithdanding, there are common whores by profeffion .

In the year 1608, he furprifed the people of Payankatank, his near neighbours and
fubjefts. The occafion was to us unknown, but the manner was thus : fird, he fent

divers of his men as to lodge amongd them that night, then the ainbufcadoes environed

all their houfes, and at the hour appointed they all fell to the fpoil : twenty-four men
they flew, the long hair of the one fide of their heads, with the fkin cafed off with

Ihells or reeds, they brought away. The furprifed alfo the women and the children,

and the werowance : all thefe they prefented to Powhatan. The werowance, women,
and children became his prifoners, and do him fervice. The locks of hair, with their

Ikins, he hanged on a line betwixt two trees ; and thus he made odentatlon of his

triumph at Werowocomoco, where he intended to have done as much to me and my
company.
And this is as much as my memory can call to mind worthy of note ; which I have

purpofely collefted, to fatisfy my friends of the true worth and quality of Virginia.

Yet fome bad natures will not dick to flander the country, that will flovenly fpit at all

things, efpecially in company, where they can find none to contradid them. Who
G 2 though
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though they were fcarce ever ten miles from James Town, or at the mofl:, but at the falls
;

yet holding it a great difgrace that amongft fo much action their attions were nothing,

exclaim of all things, though they never adventured to know any thing, nor ever did

any thing but devour the fruits of other men's labours ; being for mofl part of fuch

tender educations, and fmall experience in martial accidents, becaufe they found not

Englifli cities, nor fuch fair houfes, nor at their own wifhes any of their accuftomed

dainties, with feather-beds and down pillows, taverns and ale-houfes in every breathing

place, neither fuch plenty of gold and filver and difTolute liberty, as they expefted,

had little or no care of any thing but to pamper their bellies, to fly away with our pin-

naces, or pi-ocure their means to return for England. For the country was to them
a mifery, a ruin, a death, a hell ; and their reports here, and their aftions there

according.

Some other there were that had yearly ftipends to pafs to and again for tranfporta-

tion : who to keep the myftery of the bufmefs in themfelvcs, though they had neither

time nor means to know muchof themfelves
;

yet all men's actions or relations they fo

formally turned to the temporizing times fimplicity, as they could make their ignorance

feem much more, than all the true adors could by their experience. And thofe with

their great words deluded the world with fuch flrange promifes as abufed the bufmefs

much worfe than the reft ; for the bufmefs being built upon the foundation of their

faincd experience, the planters, the money, and means have ftill mifcarried : yet they

ever returning and the planters fo far abfent, who could contradict their excufes ?

which, ftill to maintain their vain glory and eftimation, from time to time have ufed

fuch diligence as made them pafs for truths, though nothing more falfe. And that the

adventurers might be thus abufed let no man wonder ; for the wifeft living is fooneft

abufed by him that hath a fair tongue and a diffembling heart.

There were many in Virginia merely projecting, verbal, and idle contemplators, and
thofe fo devoted to pure idlenefs, that though they had lived two or three years in Vir-

ginia lordly, neceflity itfelf could not compel them to pafs the peninfula, or pallifadoes

of James Town ; and thofe witty fpirits, what would they not affirm in the behalf of our
tranfporters, to get victuals from their Ihips, or obtain their good words in England,

to get their p;iffes ? 1 hus from the clamours and the ignorance of falfe informers

are fprung thofe difafters that fprung in Virginia : and our ingenious verbalifts were no
jefs plague to us in Virginia, than the locufts to the Egyptians. For the labour of twenty

or thirty of the beft only preferved in chriftianity, by their induftry, the idle livers of

near two hundred of the reft : who living near ten months of fuch natural means as

the country naturally of itfelf afforded, notwithftanding all this, and the worft fury of

the favages, the extremity of ficknefs, mutinies, faction, ignorance, and want of
victual ; in all that time I loft but feven or eight men, yet fubjetted the favages to our
defired obedience, and received contribution from thirty-five of their kings, to protect

and affift them againft any that ftiould aflault them, in which order they continued true

and faithful, and as fubjeCts to his Majefty, fo long after as 1 did govern there, until I

left the country ; fmce, how they have revolted, the country loft, and again replant-

ed, and the bufineffes hath fucceeded from time to time, I refer you to the relations of
them returned from Virginia, that have been more diligent in fuch obfervations.

John Smith writ this with his own hand.

Becaufe
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Bccaufe many do defire to know the manner of their language, I have infcrted thefe

few words

:

Ka katorawincs yowo ? What call you
this ?

Nemaroug/}, a man.

Crenepo, a woman.
Marowancbeffo, a boy.

Tchwjjkans^ houfes.

Matchcores, {kins or garments.

Mocajins, fhoes.

Til(fan, beds.

Pokatawer, fire.

Aitaivp, a bow.

Attoncc, arrows.

Monacookcs, fwords.

Aiimouhhowgh, a target.

Pawcujfacks, guns.

Tomahacks, axes.

Tockahacks, pickaxes.

* Pamefacks, knives.

Accowprets., fliears.

Pazvpccones, pipes.

Mattafin, copper.

VJfaivajJin, iron, brafs, filver, or any white

metal.

Muffcs, woods.

Atiafskujf, leaves, weeds, or grafs.

Chepfin, land.

Shacquoliocan, a ftone.

Wepenter, a cuckold.

Suckahanna, water.

Noughmaff, filh.

Copotone, fturgeon.

WeghJ}:>aughes, flefli.

Saivwehone, blood.

Netoppcw, friends.

Marrapough, enemies.

Majkapow, the word of enemies.

Mawchick chammay, the belt of friends.

Cafacunnakack, peya quagh acquhitan

iittafantafough ? In how many days will

there come hither any more Englifli

fhips ?

Their numbers

:

Neciit, I ; Nmgh, 2 ; Nu/s, 3 ; Towgh, 4 ;

Paranflte, 5 ; Comotinch, 6 ; Tippawofs, 7 ;

Niijfwajh, 8 ; Kekatawgb, 9 ; Kaj%eke, 1 o.

They count no more but by tens, as fol-

loweth

:

Cafe, how many.

J^inghfapooekjku, 20 j

Nuff'apooekjku, 30 ;

TowghapooekJInt, 40 ;

Parankeftaffapooekfhu, 50 ;

Comatiyichitajfapooekjkii, 60 ;

hluffswaJJjinfbpooekfkii, 70 ;

KekataitghtaffapooekJJcu, 90 ;

Necuttougbtyfmoiigh, 1 00 ;

Necuttweunqiuioiigh, 1000.

Raivcofoiughs , days.

Ke/hwgbes, funs.

Toppquough, nights.

Ncpazvwejhoivgbs, moons.

Pawpaxfougbes, years.

Piimmabumps, ftars.

Ofies, heavens.

Okees, gods.

Qidyougbcofoiighs, petty gods, and their

affinities.

Righcornoughes, deaths.

Kektigbes, lives.

Mowchick looyawgb iaivgh noeragh kaquere

mccber ? I am very hungry j what fhall

I eat ?

Taivnor nebiegh Poiubatan ? Where dwells

Powhatan ?

Macbc, nebiegb yotiroivgh, Orapaks, Now
he dwells a great way hence, at Ora-
paks.

Vittapitchewayne anpecbitchs nehawper We-
rowaco?noco. You lie, he ftaid ever at

Werowacomoco.
Kator nebiegb mattagb iieer uttapitchewaynCy.

Truly he is there, I do not lie.

Spaiigbtynere keragh wcrowance mawma'
rimugb kekate ivaiogb peyaquaugh. Run
you then to the King Mawmarynough,
and bid him come hither.

Utteke, e peya iveyack wigbwhip. Get you
gone, and come again quickly.

Kekaten Pokahontas patiaquagb niugb tanks

manotyens neer mo'wcbick rawrenock

audowgb. Bid Pokahontas bring hither

two little bafkets, and I will give her

white beads, to make her a chain.

BOOK
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BOOK III.

CHAP. I.— The Proceedings and Accidents of ike Etiglip Colony in Virginia, extraHed

from the Authors follo-iving, by William Simons, Doilor of Divinity.

IT might be well thought a country fo fair as Virginia is, and a people fo tradable,

would long ere this have been quietly pofleffed, to the fatisiaftion of the adventurers,

and the eternizing of the memory of thofe that efFetled it. But becaufe all the world

do fee a defailraent, this following treatife fliall give fatisfaclion to all indifferent

readers, how the bufmefs hath been carried ; where, no doubt, they will eafily under-

ftand and anfwer to their queftion, how it came to pafs, there was no better fpeed and

fuccefs in thofe proceedings.

Captain Bartholomew Gofnoll, one of the firfl movers of this plantation, having

many vears folicited many of his friends, but found Anall afliftance, at lafl: prevailed

with fome gentlemen, as Captain John Smith, Mr. Edward Maria Wingfield, Mr.

Robert Hunt, and divers others, who depended a year upon his projeflis, but nothing

could be effecled, till, by their great charge and indullry, it came to be apprehended

by certain of the nobility, gentry, and merchants, fo that His Majefl y, by his letters

patents, o^ave commiflion for eftablifliing councils, to dired here ; and to govern, and

to execute there. To efteft this, was fpent another year, and by that, three (hips

were provided, one of one hundred tons, a^jother of forty, and a pinnace of twenty.

The tranfportation of the company was committed to Captain Chriftopher Newport,

a mariner well praftifed for the weftern parts of America. But their orders for

government were put in a box, not to be opened, nor the governors known until

they arrived in Virginia.

On the 19th of December, 1606, we fet fail from Blackvvall, but by unprofperous

winds were kept fix weeks in the fight of England ; all which time Mr. Hunt, our

preacher, was fo weak and fick, that few expedled his recovery. Yet although he were

but twentv miles from his habitation (the time we were in the Downs), and notwith-

ftanding the flormy weather, nor the fcandalous imputations (of fome few, little better

than atheifts, of the greatefl rank amongft us) fuggefted againft him, all this could

never force from him fo much as a fecming defire to leave the bufinefs, but preferred

the fervice of God, in fo good a voyage, before any affedtion to contefl with his godlefs

foes, whofc difaftrous defigns (could they have prevailed) had even then overthrown

the bufinefs, fo many difcontcnts did then arife, had he not, with the water of patience

and his godly exhortations (but chiefly by his true devoted examples) quenched thofe

flames of envy and dilfention.

We watered at the Canaries ; we traded with the favages at Dominica ; three weeks

we fpent in refrefhing ourfelves amongft thefe Weft India ifles j in Guardalupa we
found a bath fo hot, as in it we boiled pork as well as over the fire. And at a little ifle

called Monica, we took from the buflics with our hands, near two hogfheads full of

birds in three or four hours. In Mevis, Mona, and the Virgin ifles, we fpent fome

time, where, with a loathfome beaft like a crocodile, called a guayn, tortoifes, peli-

cans, parrots, and filhes, we daily fcafted. Gone from thence in fearch of Virginia,

the company was not a little difcomforted, feeing the mariners had three days pafTed

their reckoning, and found no land, fo that Captain Railifl'e (captain of the pinnace)

rather defired to bear up the helm to return for England, than make funiicr fearch.

3ut God, the guide of all good adions, forcing them by an extreme ftorm to hull all

9 ii'ghr.
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night, did drive them by his providence to their defired port, beyond all their expeftjj-

tions, for never any of them had feen thatcoaft. The firft land they made they called

Cape Henry ; where thirty of them recreating themfelves on Ihore, were aflfaulted by
five favages, who hurt two of the Englifh very dangeroufly. That night was the box
opened, and the orders read, in which Bartholomew Gofnoll, John Smith, Edward
Wingfield, Chriftopher Newport, John Ratliffe, John Martm, and George Kendall,

were named to be the counfel, and to choofe a prefident amongft them for a year, who
with the council Ihould govern. Matters of moment were to be examined by a jury,

but determined by the major part of the council, in which the prefident had two voices.

Until the 13th of May they fought a place to plant in, then the council was fworn,
Mr. Wingfield was chofen prefident, and an oration made, why Captain Smith was not
admitted of the council as the reft.

Now falleth every man to work, the council contrive the fort, the reft cut down trees

to make place to pitch their tents ; fome provide clapboard to relade the (hips, fome
make gardens, fome nets, &c. The favages often vifited us kindly. The prefident's

overweening jealoufy would admit no exercife at arms, or fortification, but the boughs
of trees caft together in the form of a half moon by the extraordinai7 pains and dili-

gence of Captain Kendall. Newport, Smith, and twenty others, were lent to difcover

the head of the river : by divers fmall habitations they paffed, in fix days they arrived

at a town called Powhatan, confifting of fome twelve houfes, pleafantly feated on a

hill ; before it three fertile ifles, about it many of their corn fields, the place is very
pleafant, and ftrong by nature ; of this place the prince is called Powhatan, and his

people Powhatans ; to this place the river is navigable : but higher within a mile, by
reafon of the rocks and ifles, there is not palfage for a fmall boat ; this they call the

falls : the people in all parts kindly treated them, till being returned within twenty miles

of James Town, they gave juft caufe of jealoufy, but had God not bleffed the difco-

verers otherwife than thofe at the fort, there had then been an end of that plantation ;

for at the fort, where they arrived the next day, they found feventeen men hurt, and a
boy flain by the favages, and had it not chanced a crofs bar fhot from the fliips ftruck

down a bough from a tree amongft them, that caufed them to retire, our men had all

been flain, being fecurely all at work, and their arms in dry fats.

Hereupon the prefident was contented the fort fhould be pallifadoed, the ordnance
mounted, his men armed and exercifed, for many were the aflaults, and ambufcades
of the favages, and our men by their diforderly ftraggling were often hurt, when the

favages by the nimblenefs of their heels wellefcaped. What toil we had, with fo fmall

a power to guard our workmen adays, watch all night, refift our enemies, and efie£t

our bufinefs, to relade the fliips, cut down trees, and prepare the ground to plant our
corn, kc. I refer to the reader's confideration. Six weeks being fpent in this manner,.

Captain Newport (who was hired only for our tranfportation) was to return with the

(liips. Now Captain Smith, who all this time from their departure from the Canaries

was reft rained as a prifoner upon tlie fcandalous fuggeftions of fome of the chiefs

(envying his repute) who fained he intended to ufurp the government, murder the

council, and make himfelf king, that his confederates were difpeffed in all the three-

fliips, and that divers of his confederates that revealed it, would affirm it ; for this he
was committed as a prifoner : thirteen weeks he remained thus fufpected ; and by that

time the fhips fhould return, they pretended out of their commifcrations, to refer him
to the council in England to receive a check, rather than by particularifing his defigns

make him fo odious to the world, as to touch his life, or utterly overthrow his reputa-

tion. But he fo much fcorned their charity, and publicly defied the uttermoft of their

cruelty-
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cruelty, he wifely prevented their policy, though he could not fupprefs their envy, yet

lb well he demeaned himfelf in this bufinefs, as all the company did i'ee his innocence,

and his adverfaries malice, and thofe fuborned to accufe him, accufed his accufers of

fubornation ; many untruths were alleged againfl: him ; but being fo apparently difproved,

begat a general hatred in the hearts of the company againfl: I'uch unjuft commanders,

that the prefident was adjudged to give him 200I. fo that all he had was feized upon,

in part of fadsfaftion, which Smith prefently returned to the (lore for the general ufe of

the colony. Many were the mifchiefs that daily fprung from their ignorant (yet ambi-

tious) fpirits, but the good doctrine and exhortation of our preacher Mr. Hunt recon-

ciled them, and caufed Captain Smith to be admitted of the council ; the next day

all received the communion, the day following the favages voluntarily defired peace, and

Captain Newport returned for England with news ; leaving in Virginia one hundred,

the 15th of June 1607. By this obferve ;

Good men did ne'er their countries ruin bring.

But when evil men Ihall injuries begin ;

Not caring to corrupt and violate

The judgment-feat for their own lucre's fake :

Then look that country cannot long have peace.

Though for the prefent it have reft and eafe.

The names of them that were the firft planters, were thefe following

;

Nathaniel PowellMr. Edward Maria Wingfield
^

Captain Bartholomew Gofnoll
|

Captain John Smith

Captain John Ratliffe

Captain John Martin

Captain George Kendall

^Council.

J

Mr. Robert Hunt, Preacher

Mr. George Percie

Anthony Gofnoll

George Flower
Captain Gabriell Archer
Robert Fenton
Robert Ford
William Brufter

Edward Harrington

Dru Pickhoufe

Thomas Jacob ^ Gent.
John Brookes

Ellis Kingflion

Thomas Sands

Benjamin Beafl:

John Robinfon

Thomas Mouton
Euflace Clovill

Stephen Halthrop

Kellam Throgmorton
Edward MoriOi

Edward Brown
Robert Behethland

John Penington

Jeremy Alicock

George Walker
Thomas Studley

Richard Crofts

Nicholas Houlgrave
Thomas Webbe
John Waller
John Short

William Tankard
William Smethes
Francis Snaril)rough

Richard Simons
Edward Brookes
Richard Dixon
John Martin

Roger Cooke
Anthony Gofnold
Thomas Wotton, Chirurgeon
John Stevenfon

Thomas Gore
Henry Adling

I'Vancis Midwinter

Richard Frith

>Gent.

William



smith's

William Laxon
Edward Pifing

Thomas Emry
Robert Small

John Laydon
William Caflen

George Caflen

Thomas Caffen

William Rodes
William White
Old Edward
Henry Tavin

George Gouldiiig

John Dods
William Johnfon

William Unger

. Carpenters.

• Labourers.
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James Read, blacklniith,

Jonas Profit, failor,

Thomas Cowper, barber,

William Garret, bricklayer,

Edward Brinto, mafon,

William Love, tailor,

Nic. Scot, drummer,
WilliamWilkinfon, chirurgeon,

Samuel Collier, boy,

Nat. Pecock, boy,

James Brumfield, boy,

Richard IVIutton, boy,

With divers others to the

number of loo.

CHAP. IL

—

Wbat happened till thefirfi Supply.

BEING thus left to our fortunes, it fortuned that within ten days fcarce ten amongft

us could either go, or well ftand, fuch extreme weaknefs and ficknefs opprelTed us.

And thereat none need marvel, if they confider the caufe and reafon, which was this

;

whilft the ftiips flayed, our allowance was fomewhat bettered, by a daily proportion of

bifcuit, which the failors would pilfer to fell, give, or exchange with us, for money,
faflafras, furs, or love. But when they departed, there remained neither twern, beer-

houfe, nor place of relief, but the common kettle. Had we been as free from all fins

as gluttony and drunkennefs, we might have been canonized for faints ; but our

prefident would never have been admitted, for ingroffing to his private, oatmeal, fack,

oil, aquavitse, beef, eggs, or what not, but the kettle ; that indeed he allowed equally

to be diftributed, and that was half a pint of wheat, and as much barley boiled with

water for a man a day, and this having fried fome twenty-fix weeks in the fhip's hold,

contained as many worms as grains ; fo that we might truly call it rather fo much
bran than corn; our drink was water, our lodgings caliles in the air : with this lodging

and diet, our extreme toil in bearing and planting pallifadoes, fo flrained and bruifed

us, and our continual labour in the extremities of the heat had fo weakened us, as

were caufe fufficient to have made us as miferable in our native country, or any other

place in the world. From May to September, thofe that efcaped, lived upon fturgeon,

and fea-crabs ; fifty in this time we buried : the rell feeing the prefident's projefts to

efcape thefe miferies in our pinnace by flight (who all this time had neither felt want

nor ficknefs) fo moved our dead fpirits, as we depofed him ; and eftablifhed RatclifFe

in his place (GofnoU being dead), Kendall depofed. Smith newly recovered, Martin

and Ratcliife was by his care preferved and relieved, and the mofl; of the foldiers re-

covered, with the fliilful diligence of Mr. Thomas Wotton our chirurgeon-general. But
now was all our provifion fpent, the fl:urgeon gone, all helps abandoned, each hour

expe(5ling the fury of the favages ; when God, the patron of all good endeavours, in that

defperate extremity fo changed the hearts of the favages, that they brought fuch plenty

of their fruits and provifion as no man wanted.

VOL. XIII. H And
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And now where fome affirmed it was ill done of the council to fend forth men fo

badly provided, this iacontradidable reafon will fliew them plainly they are too ill

advifed lonourifh luchill conceits ; firftjthe fault of our going was our own ; what could

be thought fitting or neceflary we had ; but what we fhould find, or want, or where we
fliould be, we were all ignorant, and fiippofing to make our paflagein two months, with

vicluals to live, and the advantage of the fpring to work ; we were at fea five months,

where we both fpent our victuals and loft the opportunity of the time and feafon to

plant, by the unfkilful prefumption of our ignorant tranfporters, that underftood not at

all what they undertook.

Such aftions have ever fince the world's beginning been fubjecft to fuch accidents

;

and every thing of worth is found full of difficulties ; but nothing fo difficult as to

eftablifli a commonwealth fo far remote from men and meanS; and where men's minds

are fo untoward as neither do well themfelves, nor fuft'er others. But to proceed.

The new prefident and Martin, being little beloved, of weak judgment in- dangers,

and lefs induftry in peace, committed the managing of all things abroad to Captain

Smith, who, by his own example, good words, and fair promifes, fet fome to mow,
others to bind thatch, fome to build houfes, others to thatch them, himfelf always

bearing the greateft tafk for his own (hare ; fo that in fliort time, he provided moR of

them lodgings, negleding any for himfelf. This done, feeing the favages fupcrfiuity

begin to decreafe (with fome of his workmen) (hipped himfelf in the ffiallop to fearch

the country for trade. The want of the language, knowledge to manage his boat

without fails, the want of a fufficient power, (knowing the multitude of the favages)

apparel for his men, and other neceflaries, were infinite impediments, yet no difcourage-

ment. Being but fix or feven in company, he went down the river to Kecoughtan,

where at nrft they fcorned him, as a famifhed man, and would in derifion offer him a

handful of corn, a piece of bread, for their fwords and mufkets, and fuch like pro-

portions alfo for their apparel. But feeing by trade and courtefy there was nothing

to be had, he made bold to try fuch conclufions as neceflity intorced, though contrary

to his conimiflion, let fly his mufliets, ran his boat on ihore, whereat they all fled into

the woods. So marching towards their houfes, they might fee great heaps of corn,

much ado he had to reftrain his hungry foldiers from prefent taking ot it, expecting

(as it happened) that the favages would aflTault them, as not long after they did with a

niofl; hideous noile : fixty or ievcnty of them, fome black, fome red, fome white, fome

party-coloured, came in a fquare order, finging and dancing out of the woods, with

their okce (which was an idol made of flcins, ftufled with mofs, all painted and hung

with chains and copper) borne before them ; and in this manner being well armed with

clubs, targets, bows and arrows, they charged the Englifli, that lo kindly received

them with their mufkets loaden with piftol Ihot, that down fell their god, and divers

lay fprawling on the ground, the rcfi fled again to the woods, and ere long fent one of

their quiyotighkafcucks to ofler peace, and redeem their okee. Smith told them, if'

only fix of them would come unarmed and load his boat, he would not only be their

friend, but reftore them their okee, and give them beads, copper, and hatchets befidcs,

which, on both fides, was to their contents performed ; and then they brought him

venifon, turkies, wild fowl, bread, and what they had, finging and dancing in iign of

frienufhip till they departed. In his return he difcovered the town and country of

Warrafkoyack.

Thus God, iiribcundltfs by liis power,

Male them thus kind, would us devov,r,

II Saiiilx
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Smith perceiving Cnotwithftanding their late mifery) not any regarded but'frotft

hand to mouth ^the company being well recovered), caufed the pinnace to be provided

with things fitting to get provifion for the year following ; but in the interm he mads
three or four journies, and difcovered the people of Chickahamania : yet what he care-

fully provided the reft carelefsly fpent. Wingfield and Kendall living in difgrace,

feeing all things at random in the abfence of Smith, the company's diflike of their

prefident's weaknefs, and their fmall love to Martin's never-mending ficknefs,

ftrengthened themfelves with the failors, and other confederates, to regain thei^ former

credit and authority, or at leaft, fuch means aboard the pinnace, (being fitted to fail as

Smith had appointed, for trade) to alter her courfe and to go for England. Smith

unexpeftedly returning had the plot difcovered to him, much trouble he had to

prevent it, till with ftore of fakre and mufket fliot he forced them to flay or fink in the

river, which adlion coft the life of Captain Kendall. Thefe brawls are fo difguftful, as

fome will fay they were better forgotten ; yet all men of good judgment will conclude,

it were better their bafenefs ftiould be manifeft to the world than the bufinefs bear the

fconi and fhame of their excufed diforders. The prefident and Captain Archer not

long after intended alfo to have abandoned the country, which projeft alfo was curbed

and fupprefled by Smith. The Spaniard never more greedily defired gold than he
viftuals, nor his foldiers more to abandon the country, than he to keep it. But finding-

plenty of corn in the river of Chickahamania, where hundreds of favages in divers

places ftood with bafkets expecting his coming. And now the winter approaching,

the rivers became fo covered with fwans, geefe, ducks, and cranes, that we daily

feailed with good bread, Virginia peas, punipions, and putchamins, fifh, fowl, and

divers forts of wild beafts as fat as we could eat them, fo that none of our tuftaffaty

humourifts defired to go for England. But our comedies never endured long without

a tragedy ; fome idle exceptions being muttered againft Captain Smith, for not difcover-

ing the head of Chickahamania river, and taxed by the council to be too flow in fo

worthy ah attempt. The next voyage he proceeded fo far, that with much labour by
cutting of trees afunder he made his paflage, but when his barge could pafs no further,

he left her in a broad bay out of danger of fhot, commanding none fhould go afliore

till his return ; himfelf with two Englilh and two favages went up higher in a canoe,

but he was not long abfent ; but his men went alhore, whofe want of government
gave both occafion and opportunity to the favages to furprife one George Caflen,

whom they flew, and much failed not to have cut oif the boat and all the reft. Smith

little dreaming of that accident, being got to the marfhes at the river's head, twenty-

miles in the defert, had his two men flain (as is fuppofed) fleeping by the canoe, whilft

himfelf, by fowling, fought them victuals ; who finding he was befet with two hundred

favages, two of them he flew, ftill defending himfelf with the aid of a favage his guide,

whom he bound to his arm with his garters, and ufed him as a buckler, yet he was
(hot in his thigh a little, and had many arrows that ftuck in his deaths, but no great

hurt, till at laft they took him prifoner. When this news came to James Town, much
jvas their forrow for his lofs, few expecting what enfued. Six or feven weeks thofe

barbarians kept him prifoner, many ftrange triumphs and conjurations they made of

him, yet he fo demeaned himfelf amongft them, as he not only diverted them from
furprifing the fort, but procured his own liberty, and got himfelf and his company
iuch eftimation amongft them, that thofe favages admired him more than their own
quiyouckafoucks. The manner how they ufed and delivered him, is as foUoweth.

The favages having drawn from George Caflen whither Captain Smith was gone,

profecuting that opportunity they followed him with three hundred bow-men, conducted

H 2 by
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by the King of Painaunkee, who, in divifions, fearching the turnings of the river, found

Robinfon and Emry by the fire-fide, thofe they fhot full of arrows and flew. Then
finding the captain, as is faid, thai ufed the favage that was his guide as his fhield

(three of them being flain and divers others fo galled), all the red would not come near

him. Thinking thus to have returned to his boat, regarding them as he marched

more than his way, flipped up to the middle in an oozy creek, and his favage with

him
;
yet durfl: they not come to him, till being near dead with cold he threw away his

arms ; then according to their compofition, they drew him forth and led him to the fire,,

where his men were flain : diligently they chafed his benumbed limbs. He demanding

for their captain, they fliewed him Opechankanough, King of Pamaunkee, to whom
he gave a round ivory double compafs dial. Much they marvelled at the playing of

the fly and needle, which they could fee fo plainly, and yet not touch it, becaufe of

the glafs that covered them. But when he demonftrated by that globe-like jewel, the

roundnefs of the earth and fkies, the fphere of the fun, moon, and ftars, and how the

fun did chafe the night round about the world continually, the greatnefs of the land

and fea, the diverfity of nations, variety of complexions, and how we were to them

antipodes, and many other fuch like matters, they all flood as amazed with admiration.

Notwithfl:anding, within an hour after they tied him to a tree, and as many as could

fland about him prepared to flioot him, but the King holding up the compafs in his

hand, they all laid down their bows and arrows, and in a triumphant manner led him

to Orapaks, where he was after their manner kindly feafled and well ufed.

Their order in conducing him was thus : drawing themfelves all in file, the King

in the midft had all their pieces and fwords borne before him. Captain Smith was led

after him by three great favages, holding him fafl by each arm ; and on each fide fix

went in file with their arrows nocked. But arriving at the town (which was but only

thirty or forty hunting-houfes made of mats, which they remove as they pleafe, as we
our tents) all the women and children fiaring to behold him ; the foldiers firff, all in

file, performed the form of a biflfone fo well as could be, and on each flank officers,

as ferjeants, to fee them keep their order. A good time they continued this exercife,

and then cafl: themfelves in a ring, dancing in fuch feveral poftures, and finging and

yeUing out fuch hellifh notes and fcreeches ; being flrangely painted, every one his

quiver of arrows, and at his back a club ; on his arm a fox or an otter's fkin, or fome

fuch matter for his vambrace ; their heads and fhoulders painted red, with oil and

pocones mingled together, which fcarlet-like colour made an exceeding handfome

fhew ; his bow in his hand, and the fkin of a bird, with her wings abroad dried, tied

on his head, a piece of copper, a white fhell, a long feather, with a fmall rattle grow-

ing at the tails of their fnakes, tied to it, or fome fuch like toy. All this while Smith

and the King flood in the midfl, guarded, as before is faid, and after three dances they

all departed. Smith they conduced to a long houfe, where thirty or forty tall fellows

did guard him, and ere long more bread and venifon was brought him than would

have fervcd twenty men ; I think his flomach at that time was not very good ; what

he left they put in bafliets and tied over his head. About midnight they fct the meat

again before him ; all this time not one of them would cat a bit with him, till the

next morning they brought him as much more, and then did they eat all the old,

and referved the new as they had done the other, which made him think they would
fat him to eat him : yet in this dcfperate eftate to defend him from the cold, one

Maocaflater brought him his gown, in requital of fome beads and lo) s Smith had given

him at his firfl: arrival in Virginia.

Two days after a man would have flain him (but that the guard prevented it) for

JO the
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the death of his fon, to whom they conduced him, to recover the poor man then

breathing his hift. Smith told them, that at James Town he had a water would do it,

if they would let him fetch it ; but they would not permit that, but made all the pre-

parations they could to aflault James Town, craving his advice, and for recompence

he fhould have life, liberty, land, and women. In part of a table-book he writ his

mind to them at the fort, what was intended, how they fhould follow that diredion to

affright the meffengers, and without fail fend him fuch things as he writ for, and an

inventory with them. The difficulty and danger, he told the favages, of the mines,

great guns, and other engines, exceedingly affrighted them
;

yet according to his

requeft, they went to James Town, in as bitter weather as could be of froft and fnow,

and within three days returned with an anfwer.

But when they came to James Town, feeing men fally out, as he had told them they

would, they fled ;
yet in the night they came again to the fame place where he had

told them they fhould receive an anfwer, and fuch things as he had promifed them,

which they found accordingly, and with which they returned with no fniall expedi-

tion, to the wonder of them all that heard it, that he could either divine, or the paper

could fpeak ; then they led him to the Youthtanunds, the Mattapanients, the Payan-

katanks, the Nantaughtacunds, and Onawmanients, upon the river?, of Raphanock
and Patawomek, over all thofe rivers, and back again by divers other feveral nations,

to the King's habitation at Pamaunkee, where they entertained him with moft ftrange

and fearful conjurations,

As if near led to liell,

Amongft the devils to dwell.

Not long after, early in a morning, a great fire was made in a long houfe, and a mat
fpread on the one fide as on the other ; on the one they caufed him to fit, and all the

guard went out of the houfe, and prefently came fkipping in a great grim fellow, all

painted over with coal mingled with oil, and many fnakes and wcafels fkins fluffed

with mofs, and all their tails tied together, fo as they met on the crown of his head

in a taffel, and round about the taffel was as a coronet of feathers, the fkins hanging

round about his head, back, and fhoulders, and in a manner covered his face, with

a hellifh voice, and a rattle in his hand. With mofl: flrange geftures and paffions he

began his invocation, and environed the fire with a circle of meal ; which done, three

more fuch like devils came rufhing in with the hke ?.ntic tricks, painted half black,

half red ; but all their eyes were painted white, and fome red flrokes like muflachoes

along their cheeks : round about him thofe fiends danced a pretty while, and then

came in three more as ugly as the refl, with red eyes, and white flrokes over their

black faces : at lafl they all fat down right againft him, three of them on the one hand

of the chief priefl, and three on the other. Then all with their rattles began a fong,

which ended, the chief priefl laid down five wheat corns ; then flraining his arms

and hands with fuch violence that he fweat, and his veins fwelled, he began a fliort

oration ; at the conclufion they all gave a fhort groan, and then laid down three

grains more. After that they began their fong again, and then another oration, ever

laying down fo many corns as before, till they had twice encircled the fire ; that done,

they took a bunch of little flicks prepared for that purpofe, continuing flill their de-

votion, and at the end of every fong and oration they laid down a flick betwixt the

divifions of corn. Till night neither he nor they did either eat or drink, and then

they feafted merrily, with the beft provifions they could make. Three days they ufed

this ceremony, the meaning whereof they told him was to know if he intended them
well
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well or no. The circle of meal fignified their country, the circles of corn the bounds

of the fea, and the flicks his country. They imagined the world to be flat and round,

like a trencher, and they in the midft. After this they brought him a bag of gun-

powder, which they carefully preferved till the next fpring, to plant as they did their

corn, becaufe they would be acquainted with the nature of that feed. Opicahapam,

the King's brother, invited him to his houfe, where, with as many platters of bread,

fowl, and wild beafls, as did environ him, he bid him welcome ; but not any of them
•would eat a bit with him, but put up all the remainder in balkets. At his return to

Opechancanoughs, all the King's women, and their children, flocked about him for

their parts, as a due by cuflom, to be merry with fuch fragments.

But his waking mind in hideous dreams did oft fee wondrous fhapes

Of bodies llrange, and huge in growth, and of ftupendous makes.

At laft they brought him to Meronomoco, where was Powhatan their emperor. Here
more than two hundred of ihofe grim courtiers ftood wondering at him, as he had
been a monfter, till Powhatan and his train had put themfelves in their greateft brave-

ries. Before a fire, upon a feat like a bedftcad, he fat covered with a great robe, made
of rarowcun fliins, and all the tails hanging by. On either hand did fit a young wench
of fixteen or eighteen years, and along on each fide the houfe two rows of men, and
behind them as many women, with all their heads and flioulders painted red ; many
of their heads bedecked with the white down of birds, but every one with fomething,

and a great chain of white beads about their necks. At his entrance before the King
all the people gave a great fliout. The Queen of Appamatuck was appointed to

bring him water to wafli his hands, and another brought him a bunch of feathers,

inftead of a towel to dry them. Having feafted them after the beft barbarous manner
they could, a long confultation was held ; but the conclufion was, two great ftones were
brought before Powhatan ; then as many as could laid hands on him, dragged him to

them, and thereon laid his head, and being ready with their clubs to beat out his

brains, Pocahontas, the King's deareft daughter, when no intreaty could prevail, got

his head in her arms, and laid her own upon his to fave him from death : whereat the

Emperor was contented he fliould live to make him hatchets, and her bells, beads,

and copper, for they thought him as well of all occupations as themfelves ; for the

King himfelf will make his own robes, flioes, bows, arrows, pots
j

plant, hunt, or

do any thing as well as the reft.

They fay, he bore a pleafant (hew ;

But furc his heart was fad ;

For who can pleafant be, and reft,

1'hat lives in fear and dread :

And having hfe fufpefttd, doth
It Hill fufpcded lead ?

/

Two days after Powhatan having djfgulfed himfelf in the moft fearful manner
he could, caufed Captain Smith to be brought forth to a great houfe in the woods,
and there, upon a mat by the fire, to be left alone : not long after, from behind a
mat that divided the houfe, was made the mofl: doleful noife he ever heard ; then Pow-
hatan, more like a devil than a man, with fome two hundred more as black as him-
felf, came unto him, and told him now they were friends, and prefcntly he Ihould go
to James Town, to fend him two great guns and a grindilone, for wliich he would
give him the country of the Capehowofick, and for ever cfteem him as iiis ion Nan-
taquoud. So to James Town, with twelve guides, Powhatan fcnt him. That night

they
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they quartered in the woods, he flill expeding (as he had done all this long time of

his imprifonment) every iicur to be put to one death or other, for all their feafting.

But almighty God (by his divine Providence) had mollified the hearts of thofe flern

barbarians with compalTion. The next morning betimes they came to the fort, where
Smith having ufed the favages with what kindnels he could, he fhewed Rawhunt, Pow-
hatan's trufty fervant, two demi-culverines and a millftone to carry Powhatan. They
found them fomewhat too heavy ; but when they did fee him difcharge them, being

loaded with (tones, among the boughs of a great tree loaded with ificles^ the ice and
branches came fo tumbling down, that the poor favages ran away half dead with fear.

But at laft we regained fomc conference with them, and gave them fuch toys, and
fent to Powhatan, his women, and children fuch prefents, as gave them in general full

content. Now in James Town they were afl in combuftion, the ftrongeft preparing

once more to run away with the pinnace, which, with the hazard of his life, with fakre,

falcon, and mufket-fhot. Smith forced now the third time to flay or fmk. Some no
better than they fhould be, had plotted with the prefident the next day to have put him
to death by the Levitical law, for the lives of Robinfon and Emry, pretending the fault

was his that had led them to their ends ; but he quickly took fuch order with fuch

lawyers, that he laid them by the heels, till he fent fome of them prifoners for Eng-
land. Now ever once in four or five days, Pocahontas, with her attendants, brought

him fo much provifion that faved fo many of their lives, that elfe for all this had
ftarved with hunger.

Thus from numb death our good God fent teh'ef,

1 he fwect affuager of all other grief.

His relation of the plenty he had feen, efpecially at Werawocomoco, and ofthe flate

and bounty of Powhatan (which till that time was luiknown) fo revived their dead

fpirits (efpecially the love of Pocahontas) as all men's fear was abandoned. Thus you

may fee what difficulties flill crofled any good endeavour, and the good fuccefs of the

bufinefs being thus brought to the very period of deftruction, yet you fee by what

ftrange means God hath flill delivered it. As for the infuificiency of them admitted

in commiffion, that error could not be prevented by the electors, there being no other

choice, and all flrangers to each other's education, qualities, or difpofition : and if

any deem it a fhame to our nation to have any mention made of thofe enormities, let

them perufe the hiftories of the Spaniards' difcoveries and plantaaons, where they may
fee how many mutinies, diforders, and diflentions have accompanied them, and crofled

their attempts ; which being known to be particular men's offences, doth take away
the general fcorn and contempt which malice, prefuniption, covetoufnefs, or igno-

rance might produce, to the fcandal and reproach, of thofe whofe actions and valiant

refolutions deferve a more worthy refpeft.

Now whether it had been better for Captain Smith to. have concluded with any of

thofe feveral projefts, to ha\ e abandoned the country, with fome ten or twelve of

them, who were called the better fort, and have left Mr. Hun-t, our preacher, Mr. An-
thony Gofnol', a mofl honefl, worthy, and induflrious geiitleman, Mr. Thomas
Wotton, and fome twenty-feven others of his countrymen, to the fury of the favages,

famine, and all manner of mifchiefs and inconveniencies (for they were but forty in

all to keep poleffion of this large country), or ftarve himielf with them for company,

for want of ioJging ; or but adventuring abroad to make ihem provifion, or by his

oppofition to preferve the action, and fave all their lives, I leave to the cenfure of all.

honeft men to confider. But
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We men imagine in our jollity,

That 'tis all one, or good ot bad to be ;

But then anon we alte.- tin's again.

If happily we feel the fenfe of pain ;

For then we're turn'd into a mourninjg vein.

Written by Thomas Studley, the firfl: Cape merchant in Virginia,

Robert Fenton Edward Harrington, and I. S.

CHAP. III.—The Arrival of the firfi Supply, with their Proceedings, and the Ship's

Return.

ALL this time our care was not fo much to abandon the country, but the trea-

'

furer and council in England were as diligent and careful to fupply us ; two good

fhips they fent us, with near a hundred men, well furniflied with all things could be

imagined neceffary, both for them and us ; the one commanded by Captain Newport,

the other by Captain Francis Nelfon, an honefl; man, and an expert mariner ; but

fuch was the leewardnefs of his fhip, (that though he was within the fight of Cape

Henry) by ftormy contrary winds was he forced fo far to fea that the Weft Indies was

the next land for the repair of his marts, and relief of wood and water ; but New-

port got in, and arrived at James Town, not long after the redemption of Captain

Smith, to whom the favages, as is faid, every other day repaired with fuch pro-

vifions that fufficiently did ferve them from hand to mouth ; part always they brought

him as prefents from their Kings or Pocahontas ; the reft he, as their market clerk,

fet the price himfelf how they fliould fell : fo he had enchanted thefe poor fouls, being

their prifoner ; and now Newport, whom he called his father, arriving, near as

dire£lly as he foretold, they efteemed him as an oracle, and had them at that fub-

miflion he might command them what he lifted. That God that created all things,

they knew, he adored for his God ; they would alfo in their difcourfes term the God
of Captain Smith.

Thus the Almighty was the bringer on,

The guide, path, term, all which was God alone.

But the prefident and council fo much envied his eftimation among the favages,

(though we all in general equally participated with him of the good thereof,) that

they wrought it into the favages' underftandings, (by their great bounty in giving

four times more for their commodities than Smith appointed,) that their greatnefs

and authority as much exceeded his, as their bounty and liberality. Now the arrival

of this firft fupply fo overjoyed us, that we could not devife too much to pleafe the

mariners, Wc gave them liberty to truck or trade at their pleafures ; but in a ftiort

time it followed, that could not be had for a pound of copper which before was fold

us for an ounce : thus ambition and fufferance cut the throat of our trade, but

confirmed their opinion of the greatnefs of Captain Newport, (wherewith Smith

had poffcffed Powhatan,) efpecially by the great prefents Newport often fent him,

before he could prepare the pinnace to go and vifit him ; fo that this great favage

defin-d alfo tc fee him. A great coil there was to fet him forward. When he went,

he was accompanied with Captain Smith, and Mr. Scrivener, a very wife under-

ftanding gentleman, newly arrived, and admitted of the council, with thirty or forty

chofen men for their gu;ird. Arriving at Werowocomoco, Newport's conceit of this

great favage bred many doubts and fufpicions of treacheries, which Smith to make
appear
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appear was needlefs, with twenty men well appointed, undertook to encounter the worfl
thiit could happen : knowing

All is but one and fclf-faiiie liai.d, that thus

Both one while (courgcth, ami that lielpeth us.

Nathaniell Powell, 1
• John Tavcrner,

Robert Behcthland, I William Dyer,

IVlichell Phittiplace,
i ^^ ^ ' Thomas Coe, ^

Wilham rnittiplace, 1 1 nomas Hope,
[

Anthony Goflhell, I

- Anas Todkill,

Richard Wyffin,
j j

Thefe, with nine others (whofe names I have forgotten), coming afliore, landed

amongfl a many of creek?, over which they were to pafs fuch poor bridges, only made
of a few cratches thriilt: in the ofe, and three or four poles laid on them, and at the

end of them the like, tied together only with barks of trees, that it made them much
fufpeft thofe bridges were but traps, which caufed Smith to make civers favages go
over firft, keeping fomeof the chief as hoftage till half his men were pafled to make
a guard for himfelf and the reft. But finding all things v/ell, by two or three hundred
favages they were kindly condutled to their town, where Powhatan drained himfelf to

the utmoft of hisgreatnefs to entertain them, with great fiiouts of jdv, orations of pro-

teftations. and with the moft plenty of vidluals he could provide to feaft them

;

fitting upon his bed of mats, his pillow of leather embroidered, (after their rude man-
ner, with pearl and white beads,) his attire a fair robe of Ikins, as large as an IriOi

jnantle, at his head and feet a handfome young woman, on each fide of his houfe fat

twenty of his concubines, their heads and (houlders painted red, with a great chain of
white beads about each of their necks. Before thofe fat his chiefeft men in like order

in his arbour-like houfe, and more than forty platters of fine bread ftood as a guard ia

two files on each fide the door ; four or five hundred people made a guard behind

them for our paflage ; and proclamation was made, none upon pain of death to pre-

fume to do us any wrong or difcourtefy. With many pretty difcourfes to renew their

old acquaintance, this great king and our captain fpent the time, till the ebb left our
barge aground. Then renewing their feafts with feats, dancing and finging, and fuch

like mirth, we quartered that night with Powhatan. The nest day Newport came
afhore, and received as much content as thofe people could give him. A boy named
Thomas Savage was then given unto Powhatan, whom Newport called his fon, for

whom Powhatan gave him Namontack his trufty fervant, and one of a fhrewd, fubtle

capacity. Three oj four days more we fpent in fealting, dancing, and trading, wherein

Powhatan carried himfelf fo proudly, yet difcreetly, (in his favage manner,) as made
us all admire his natural gifts, confidering his education. As fcorning to trade as his

fubjefts did, hebefpake Newport in this manner.

Captain Newport, it is not agreeable to my greatnefs, in this pedling manner to

trade for trifles, and 1 efteem you alfo a great Werowance ; therefore lay me down all

your commodities together, what I like i will take, and in reco'.tipence give you what
I think fitting their value. Captain Smith being our interpreter, regarding Newport
as his father, knowing befl; the difpofition of Powhatan, told us his intent was but only
to cheat us

; yet Captain Newport thinking to out-brave this favage in oftentation of
greatnefs, and fo to bewitch him with his bounty, as to have what he lilled ; it fo

happened that Powhatan having his defire, valued his corn at fuch a rate, that I think

VOL. xui. I it
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it better cheap in Spain, for we had not four bufhels for that we expected to have
twentv hogflieads. This bred fome unkindnefs between our two captains ; New-
port feeking to pleafe the unfatiable defire of the favage, Smith to caufe the favage

to pleafe hisn ; but l"mothering his difl:afi:e to avoid the favages' fufpicion, glanced in

the eyes of Powhatan many trifles, who fixed his humour upon a few blue beads. A
long time he importunately defired them, but Smith feemed fo much the more to

affect them, as being compofed of a nioft rare fubftance of the colour of the fkies,

and not to be worn but by the greateft kings in the world. This made him half

mad to be the owner of fuch ftrange jewels, fo that ere we departed, for a pound or

two of blue beads, he brought over my king for two or three hundred bufliels of

corn, yet parted good friends. Tlie like entertainment we found of Opechankanough,
King of Pamaunkee, whom alfo he in like manner fitted (at the like rates) with blue

beads, which grew, by this means, of that eftimation, that none durft wear any of them
but their great kings, their wives and children. And fo we returned all well to James
Town, where this new fupply being lodged with the reft, accidently fired their quarters

and fo the town, which being but thatched with reeds, the fire was fo fierce as it

burnt their pallifados (though eight or ten yards diftant), with their arms, bedding,

apparel, and much private provifion
;
good Mr. Hunt, our preacher, lofl: all his library

and all he had but the cloaths on his back, yet none never heard him repine at his lofs.

This happened in the winter in that extreme froft, 1607. Now though we had vi£tuals

fufficient, I mean only of oatmeal, meal, and corn, yet the fliip flaying fourteen weeks
when flie might as well have been gone in fourteen days, fpent a great part of that,

and near all the reft that was fent to be landed. When they departed what their dif-

cretion could fpare us, to make a little poor meal or two, we called feafls, to relifh our
mouths, of each fomevvhat they left us, yet I mufl confefs, thofe that had either money,
fpare cloaths, credit to give bills'of payment, gold rings, furs, or any fuch commodities,

were ever welcome to this removing tavern, fuch was our patience to obey fuch vile

commanders, and buy our own provifions at fifteen times the value, fuffering them
feaft (we bearing the charge) yet muft not repine, but fafl, left we (hould incur the

cenfure of factious and feditious perfons : and then leakage, fhip-rats, and other cafuaU

ties occafioned them lofs, but the veflels and remnants (for totals) we were glad to

receive with all our hearts to make up the account, highly commending their Provi-

dence for preferring that, left they ftiould- difcourage any more to come to us. Now
,for all this plenty our ordinary was but meal and water, fo that this great charge little

relieved our wants, whereby with the extremity of the bitter cold froft and thofe

defedts, more than half of us died ; I cannot deny but both Smith and Scrivener did

their beft to amend what was amifs, but with the prefident went the major part, that

their horns were too Ihort. But the worft was our gilded refiners with their golden
promifes made all men their ilaves in hope of recompences ; there was no talk, no
hope, no work, but dig gold, wafh gold, refine gold, load gold, fuch a bruit of gold,

that one mad fellow defired to be buried in the fands left they fhould by their art

make gold of his bon; s : little need there was and lefs reafon the fliip fliould ftay,

their wages run on, our viftuals confuine fourteen weeks, that the mariners might fay,

they did help to build fuch a golden church that we can fay the rain wafhed near to

nothing in fourteen days. Were it that Captain Smith would not applaud all thofe

golden inventions, becaufe they admitted him not to the fight of their trials nor golden
confultations, I know not ; but I have heard him often queftion with Captain Martin
and tell him, except he coald (hew him a more fubftantial trial, he was not enamoured
with their dirty (kill, breathing out thefe and many other paflions, never any thing did

more
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more torment hlin, than to fee all neceflfary bufinefs negle£led, to fraught fuch a

drunken fhip with fo much gilded dirt. Till then we never accounted Captain

Newport a refiner, who being ready to fet fail for England, and we not having any
ufe of parliaments, plays, petitions, admirals, recorders, interpreters, chronologers,

courts of plea, nor juftices of peace, fent Mr. Wingfield and Captain Archer home with

him, that had engrofl'ed all thofe titles, to feek fome better place of employment.

Oh curfed polci, thofe hunger-flarved movers,

To what misfortunes leaJelt thou all thofe lovers
;

For all the China wealth, nor Indies, can

Suffice the mind ot avaricious man.

CHAP. IV. — The Arrival of the Pbxniy: ; her Return ; atid other Accidents.

THE authority now confifting in Captain Martin, and the ftill fickly prefident, the

fale of the (lores' commodities maintained his eflate, as an inheritable revenue. The
fpring approaching, and the fliip departing, Mr. Scrivener and Captain Smith divided

betwixt them the rebuilding James Town ; the repairing our pallifadoes ; the cutting

down trees
;
preparing our fields ; planting our corn, and to rebuild our church, and

recover our ftore-houfe. AH men thus bufy at their feveral labours, Mr. Nelfon
arrived with his lofi: Phoenix ; lofl; (I fay) for that we all deemed him loft. Landing
fafely all his men, (fo well he had managed his ill hap,) caufing the Indian ifles to feed

his company, that his viduals, to that we had gotten, as is faid before, was near after

our allowance fufficient for half a year. He had not any thing but he freely imparted

it, which honeft dealing (being a mariner) caufed us to admire him : we would not

have wifhed more than he did for us. Now to reload this fliip with fome good tidings,

the prefident (not holding it ftood with the dignity of his place to leave the fort) gave
orders to Captain Smith to difcover and fearch the commodities of the Monacans country

beyond the falls. Sixty able men was allotted them, the which, within fix days. Smith
had fo well trained to their arms and orders, that they little feared with whom they

fhould encounter : yet fo unfeafonable was the time, and fo oppofite was Captain Martin

to any thing, but only to freight his fhip alfo with this phantaftical gold, as Captain
Smith rather defired to reload her with cedar, (which was a prefent difpatch) than

either with dirt, or the hopes and reports of an uncertain difcovery, which he would
perform when they had lefs charge and more leifure. But,

The God of Heaven, he eafiljrcan

Immortalife a mortal man,
With glory and with fliame :

The fame God e'en as eafily may,
Afflid a mortal man, 1 fay.

With forrow and with fliame.

Whilft the conclufion was a refolving, this happened.

Powhatan (to exprefs his love to Newport) when he departed, prefented him with

twenty turkies, conditionally to return him twenty fwords, which immediately was fent

him ; now after his departure he prefented Captain Smith with the like luggage, but not

finding his humour obeyed in not fending fuch weapons as he defired, he caufed his

people with twenty devices to obtain them. At laft by ambufcades at our very ports

they would take them perforce, furprife us at work, or any way ; which was fo'long

permitted, they became fo infolent there was no rule j the command from England was
I 2 fo
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fo ftrait not to offend them, as our authority-bearers (keeping their houfes) would
rather be any thing than peace-breakers. This charitable humour prevailed, till well

it chanced they meddled with Captain Smith, who without farther deliberation gave

them fuch an encounter, as fome he lb hunted up and down the ifle, fome he fo terrified

with whipping, beating, and imprifonment, as for revenge they furprized two of our

foraging diforderly foldiers, and having alfeniblcd their forces, boldly threatened at our

ports to force Smith to re-deliver feven favages, which for their villanies he detained

prifoners, or we were all but dead men. But to try their fury, he falliedout amongft

them, and in lefs than an hour, he fo hampered their infolence, they brought them his

two men, defiring peace without any further compofition for their prifoners. Thofe he
examined, and caufed them all to believe, by feveral vollies of fliot, one of their compa-
nions was Ihot to death becaufe they would not confcfs the intents and plotters of thole

villainies. And thus they all agreed in one point, they were diredted only by Powhatan
to obtain him our weapons, to cut our own throats, with the manner where, how,
and when, which we plainly founu moR true and apparent : yet he fent his meflengers,

and his deareft daughter Pocahontas with prefents to excufe him of the injuries done
by fome rafli untoward captains his fubjects, defiring their liberties for this time, with

the afiurance of his love for ever. After Smith had given the prifoners what correc-

tion he thought fit, ufed them well a day or two after, and then delivered them Poca-
hontas, for whofe fake only he fained to have i^ived their liVes, and-gave them liberty.

The patient council, that nothing would move to war with the favages, would gladly

have wrangled with Captain Smith for his cruelty, yet none was llain to any man's-

knowledge, but it brought them in fuch fear and obedience as his very name would
fufficiently affright them ; where before we had fometime peace and war twice iq a
day, and very feldom a week, but we had fome treacherous villainy or other.

The freight of this fhip being concluded to be cedar, by the diligence of the mailer,

and Captain Smith, flie w-as quickly reloaded : Mr. Scrivener was neither idle nor flow

to follow all things at the fort ; the Ihip being ready to fet fail, Caiptain Martin being

always very fickly, and unferviceable, and defirous to enjoy the credit of his fuppofed

art of finding the golden mine, was,molt willingly admitted to return for England
j

for

He liath not fiU'd liis lap,

Tliat flill dotli hold it ope.

From the writings of Thomas Studley, and Anas Todkil.

Their names that were landed in this fupply

Mathew Scrivener, appointed to be one of the council.

Michael Phittiplace

William Phittiplace

Ralph Morton
Richard Wy fling

John Taverner

William Cantrell

Robert Barnes
Richard Fetherftone

George Hill

George Pretty

Naihanicl Caufy
Peter Pory

*Gent.

Robert Cutler

Michael Sicklcmore

William Bentley

Thomas Coe
Dodor Ruflel

Jeftrcy Abbot
Edward Gurgana
Richard Worley
'I'iniothy Leeds

Richard Killingbeck

William Spence

Richard Prodger

>Gcnt.

Richard
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Richard Pots

Richard Mulllnax

William Bayley

Francis Perkins

John Harper

George Foreft

John Nichols

William Grivell

Raymond Goodifon

William Simons
John Spearman
Richard Briftow

William Perce

James Watkins
John Bouth
Chriftopher Rods
Richard Burket

James Burre
Nicholas Ven
Francis Peikins

Richard Gradon
Rawland Nelftrop

Richard Savage
Thomas Savage

Richard Milmer
William May
Vere
Michaell

Bifliop Wiles

Gent,

» Labourers.

Thomas Hope
Vv'illiam Ward
John Powell

William Yon?^

William Beckwith j

Lawrence Towtalcs -'

J>TayIors.

Thomas Field 7,

John Harford 5
Apothecaries.

Daniel Stallings, jeweller,

William Dawfon, a refiner,

Abram Ranfack, a refiner,

Wm. Johnfon, a goldimith,

Peter KefFer, a gunfmith,

Robert Alberton, a perfumer,

Richard Belfield,' a goldfmith,

Poft Ginnat, a chirurgeon,

John Lewes, a cooper,

R. Cotton, tobacco-pipe-maker,

Richard Dole, a blackfmith.

And divers others to the number
of one hundred and twenty.

CHAP. V.— The Occidents that happened in the Dlfcovery of the Bay of Che/apeak.

THE prodigality of the prefident's ftate went fo deep into our fmall ftore, that

Smith and Scrivener tied him and his parafites to the rules of proportion : but now
Smith being to depart, the prefident's authority fo overfwayed the difcretion of Mr.
Scrivener, that our ftore, our time, our flrength and labours were idly confumed

to fulfil his fantafies. The fecond of June 1608, Smith left the fort to perform his

difcovery with this company :

Walter Ruflell, doftor of phyfic.

Ralfe Murton
]|

Thomas Momford |

William Cantrill [
,

Richard Fetherfton

James Burne
JViichell Sicklemcre

•Gent.

J

Jonas Profit

Anas Todkill

Robert Small

James Watkins
John Powell

James Read
Richard Keale

^ Soldiers.

Thefe
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Thefe being in an open barge near three tons burthen, leavmg the Phoenix at Cape

Henry, they croffed the bay to the eaflern fliore, and fell.with the ifles called Smith's

Ifles, after our captain's name. The firft people we faw were two grim and flout fa-

vages upon Cape Charles, with long poles like lavelings, headed with bone ; they boldly

demanded what we were, and what we would ; but after many circuifiitances they

feemed very kind, and directed us to Accomack, the habitation of their werowance,

where we were kindly intreated. This king was the comeliefl:, proper, civil favage we
encountered. His country is a pleafant fertile clay foil, fome fmail creeks

;
good har-

bours for fmall barks, but not for fliips. He told us of a ftrange accident lately hap-

pened to him, and it was, two children being dead, fome extreme paffions, or dreaming

vifions, phantafies, or affection, moved their parents again to revifit their dead carcafes,

whofe benumbed bodies refledted to the eyes of the beholders fuch delightful counte-

nances, as though they had regained their vital fpirits. This, as a miracle, drew many

to behold them, all which being a great part of his people, not long after died, and but

few efcapcd. I'hey fpake the language of Powhatan, wherein they made fuch defcrip-

tions of the bay ifles, and rivers, that often did us exceeding pleafure. Palling along

the coaft, fearching every inlet and bay, fit for harbours and habitations. Seeing many
ifles in the midft of the bay, we bore up for them ; but ere we could obtain them, fuch

an extreme gufl of wind, rain, thunder, and lightening happened, that with great dan-

ger, we efcaped the unmerciful raging of that ocean-like water. The highefl: land on

the main, vet it was but low, we called Keale's Hill, and thofe uninhabited ifles, RuflTels

Ifles. The next day, fearching them for frefli water, we could find none, the defedt

whereof forced us to follow the next eaftern channel, which brought us to the river

of Wighcocomoco. The people, at firft, with great fury feemed to aflTault us, yet at

lafl:, with fongs and dances and much mirth, became very tradable ; but fearching

their habitations for water, we could fill but three barricoes, and that fuch puddle,

that never till then we ever knew the want of good water : we digged and fearched

in many places, but before two days were expired, we would have refufed two barricoes

of gold for one of that puddle water of Wighcocomoco. Being paft thefe ifles, which

are many in number, but all nought for habitation, falling with a high land upon the

main, we found a great pond of frefli water, but fo exceeding hot, we fuppofed it fome

bath ; that place we called Point Ployer, in honour of that moft honourable houfe of

Moufay, in Britain, that in an extreme extremity once relieved our captain. Froni

Wighcomoco to this place, all the coaft is low broken ifles of Morap, growing a mile

or two in breadth, and ten or twelve in length, good to cut for hay in fummer, and to

catch fifli and fowl in winter ; but the land beyond them is all covered over with wood,

as is the reft of the country.

Being thus refreflied in crofling over from the main to other ifles, we difcovered the

wind and waters fo much increafed with thunder, lightning, and rain, that our mad
and fail blew overboard, and fuch mighty waves overracked us in that fmall barge,

that with great labour we kept her from finking, by freeing out the water. Two
days we were forced to inhabit thefe uninhabited ifles, which for the extremity of gufts,

thunder, rain, ftorms, and ill weather, we called Limbo. Repairing our fixil with our

ftiirts, we fetfail for the main, and fell with a pretty convenient river on the eaft called

Cufliarawack ; the people ran, as amazed, in troops from place to place, and divers

got into the tops of trees ; they were not fparing of their arrows, nor the greateft paf-

fion they could exprefs of their anger. Long they fliot, we ftill riding at anchor,

without their reach, making all the figns of friendftiip we could. The next day, they

xame unarmed, with every one a bafket, dancing in a ring, to draw us on fhore ; but

9 feeing
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feeing there was nothing in them but villainy, wc difcharged a volley of muflv^ts, charged
\rith piftol fliot, whereat they all lay tumbling on the ground, creeping fomc one way,
fome another, into a great clufter of reeds hard by, where their companies lay in am-
bufcado. Towards the evening, we weighed, and approaching the Ihore, dil'charged

five or fix fliot among the reeds ; we landed where there lay a many of bafkets, and
much blood, but faw not a favage. A fmoke appearing on the other fide the river,

we rowed thither, where we found two or three little houfes, in each a fire ; there we
left fome pieces of copper, beads, bells, and looking-glaflcs, and then went into the

bay, but when it was dark, we came back again. Early in the morning, four favages

came to us in their canoe, whom we ufed with fuch courtefy, not knowing what we
were, nor had done, having been in the bay a filhing, bade us flay, and ere long they
would return, which they did, and fome twenty more with them ; with whom, after a
little conference, two or three thoufand men, women, and children came cluftering

about us, every one prefenting us with fomething, which a little bead would fo well re-

quite, that we became fuch friends, they would contend who fhould fetch us water,

flay with us for hofi:age, conduft our men any whither, and give us the bed content.

Here doth inhabit the people of Sarapinagh, Naufe, Arfeek, and Nantaquak, the bell

merchants of all other favages. They much extolled a great nation called Maflawo-
mekes, in fearch of whom we returned by Limbo ; this river but only at the entrance

is very narrow, and the people of fmall ftature as them of Wightcocomoco ; the land

but low, yet it may prove very commodious, becaufe it is but a ridge of land betwixt

the bay and the main ocean. Finding this eaftern fhore fhallow broken ifles, and for

mofl part without frefh water, we pafl'ed by the ftraits of Limbo for the weftern fhore

;

fo broad is the bay here, we could fcarce perceive the great high cliffs on the other
fide ; by them we anchored that nighr, and called them Rickard's Clifts ; thirty lea^-ues

we failed more northwards, not finding any inhabitants, leaving all the eaflern fhore

low iflands, but overgrown with wood, as all the coafl beyond them fo far as we could

fee ; the weflern fliore, by which we failed, we found all along well watered, but very
mountainous and barren ; the vallies very fertile, but extremely thick of fmall wood,
as well as trees, and much frequented with wolves, bears, deer, and other wild beafls.

We paffed many fhallow creeks, but the firfl we found navigable for a fliip we called

Bolus, for that the clay in many places under the cliffs, by the high-water mark, did

grow up in red and white knots, as gum out of trees, and in fome places fo participated

together as though they were all of one nature, excepting the colour ; the reft of the

earth on both fides being hard fandy gravel, which made us think it Bole-Armoniack
and Terra- figillata. When we firft fet fail, fome of our gallants doubted nothing but
that our captain would make too much hafte home ; but having lain in this finall barge
not above twelve or fourteen days, often tired at the oars, our bread fpoiled

with wet, fo much that it was rotten, (yet fo good were their ftomachs, that they could
digeft it,) they did with continual complaints fo importune him now to return, as caufed

him befpeak them in this manner :

,
" Gentlemen, ifyou would remember the memorable hiftory of Sir Ralph Layne, how

his company importuned him to proceed in the difcovery of Moratico, alledging they

had yet a dog, that being boiled with faffafras leaves, would richly feed them in their

return ; then what a fhame would it be for you (that have been fo fufpicious of my
tendernefs) to force my return, with fo much provifion as we have, and fcarce able to

fay where we have been, nor yet heard of that we were fent to feek ? You cannot fay

but I have fhared with you in the worft which is pafl ; and for what is to come, of
lodging, diet, or whatfoever, I ara contented you allot the worft part to myfelf. As

for
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for your fears that I will lofe myfelf in thefe unknown waters, or be fwallowed up h\

fome ftorniy guft ; abandon thei'e childilh fears, for worfe than is pad is not hkely to

happen ; and there is as much danger to return as to proceed. Regain therefore

your old fpirits, for return I will not (if God pleafe) till I have feen the Maflawomeks,
found Patawomek, or the head of this water, you conceit to be endlefs." Two or three

days we expecfed wind and weather, whofe adveri'e extremities added fuch difcourage-

ment, that three or four fell fick, whofe pifilul complaints caufod us to return, leaving

the bay fome nine miles broad, at nine and ten fathom water.

The 1 6th of June we fell with the river Patowomek : fear being gone, and our men
recovered, we were all content to take fome pains, to know the name of that fevea

mile broad river : for thirty miles fiiil we could fee no inhabitants : then we were con-
duced by two favages up a little bayed creek, towards Onawmanient, where all the

woods were laid with ambufcados to the number of three or four thoufand favages,

fo itrangely painted, grim med and difguifed, fliouting, yelling and crying as fo many
fpirits irom hell could not have fnewed more terrible. Many bravadoes they made,
but to appeafe their fury, our captain prepared viith as feeming wiiiingnefs as they

to encounter them. But the grazing of our bullets upon the ^'ater (many being {hot

on purpofe they might fee them) with the echo of the woods fo amazed ihem, as

down went their bows and arrows ; and exchanging hoftage James Watkins was
fent fix miles up the woods to their King's habitation. We were kindly ufc d of thofe

favages, of whom we underftood, they were commanded to betray us, by the dir.'ftion

of Puv.'hatan, and he fo directed from the difcontents at James Town, becaufe our
captain did caufe them flay in their country againlt: their wills.

The like encounters we found at Patowomek Cecocawonee and divers others places;

but at Moyaones, Nacotchtant and Toags the people did their belt to content us.

Flaving gone fo high as we could with the boat, we met divers favages in canoes,

well loaden with the flL-lh of bears, deer and other hearts, whereof we had part : here we
found mighty rocks, grov. ing in fome places above the ground as high as fhrubby trees,

and divers other foiid quarries of divers tinftures : and divers places where the waters

had fallen from the high mountains they had left a tinclured fpagled fliurf, that made
many bare places feem as gilded. Digging the ground above in the highell clifts of
rocits, we faw it wasa clay fand fo mingled with yellow fpangles as if it had been half pin-

dufl. In our return, inquiring dill for this Ivlatchqueon, the king of Patawomeke gave
us guides to conduct us up a little river called Ouiyough, up which we rowed as high
as we could. Leaving the boat, with fix Ihot, and divers favages, he marched feven or
eight miles before they came to the mine : leading his hoftages in a fmall chain they

were to have for their pains, being proud fo richly to be adorned. The mine is a great

rocky mountain like AntiuKiny ; wheiein they digged a great hole with fliells and
hatchets : and hard i)y it, runneth a fair brook of chriifal-like water, where they wafh
away the drofs and keep the remainder, which they put in hitle bags and fell it all over
the country to paint their bodies, faces, or idols ; which makes them look like black-

moors dulled over with filver. With fo much as we could carry we returned to our
boat, kindly requiting this kind King and all his kind people. The caufj of this dif-

covery was to fearch this mine, of which Newport did aifure us that thofe fmall bags

(we had given him) in England he had tried to hold half filver ; but all we got proved
of no value: alfo to fearch what furs, the bed whereof is at Cufcarawaokc,, where is

made fo much rawranoke or white beads that occafion as much dillention among the

favages, as gold and filver amongfl Chriftians ; and what other minerals, rivers, rocks,

nations, woods, fi/lungs, fruits, victuals, and what other commpdiiies the land aiforded :

7 and
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and whether the bay was endlefs or how far it extended : of mines we were all igno-

rant, but a few beavers, otters, bears, martins and minks wc found, and in divers places

that abundance of fifli, lying fo thick with their heads above the water, as for v/ant of

nets (our barge driving amongfl; them) we attempted to catch them with a frying-pan :

but we found it a bad inftrument to catch fifh with : neither better fifli, more plenty,

nor more variety for fmall fifh, had any of us ever feen in any place fo fwimming in

the water, but they are not to be caught with frying-pans : fome fmall cod alfo we did

feefwim clofe by the fliorc by Smith's Ifles, and fomt- as high as Riccards Clifts. And
fome we have found dead upon the fliore-

To exprefs all our quarrels, treacheries and encounters amongfl 'thofe favages I

fhould be too tedious : but in brief, at all times we fo encountred them, and curbed

their infolencies, that they concluded with prefents to purchafe peace, yet we loft not a

man : at our firfl: meeting, our captain ever obferved this order to demand their bows

and arrows, fwords, mantles and furs, with fome child or two for hoftage, whereby we
could quickly perceive, when they intended any villainly. Having finiflied this dif-

covery (though our victuals was near fpent) he intended to fee his iu^prifoned- acquain-

tances upon the river of Rapahanok, by many called Toppahanock, but our boat by

reafon of the ebb, chancing to ground upon many flioals lying in the entrances, we
fpied many fifties lurking in the reeds : our captain fporting himfelf by nailing them to

the ground with his fword, fet us all a fiftiing in that manner : thus we took more in

one hour than we could eat in a day. But it chanced our captain taking a fifti from his

fword (not knowing her condition) being much of the fafliion of a thornback, but a long

tail like a riding rod, whereon the middcft is a moft poifoned fting, of two or three

inches long, bearded like a faw on each fide, which fhe ftruck into the wreft of his arm
near an inch and a half; no blood nor wound was feen, but a little blue fpot, but the

torment was inftantly fo extreme, that in four hours had fo fwollen his hand, arm and

fhoulder, we all with much forrow concluded his funeral, and prepared his grave in an

ifland by, as himfelf diredted : yet it pleafed God, by a precious oil Doftor Rufl'el at the

firft applied to it when he founded it with probe, ere night, his tormenting pains was

fo well affuaged that he eat of the fifti to his fupper, which gave no lefs joy and content

to us than eafe himfelf, for which we called the ifland Stingray Ifle, after the name of

the fifli.

Having neither furgeon, nor furgery, but that prefervative oil, we prefently fet fail for

James Town, paffing the mouths of the rivers of Payankatank, and Pamaunkee : the

next day we fafely arrived at Kecougtan. The fimple favages feeing our captain hurt,

and an other bloody by breaking his fhin, our numbers of bows, arrows, fwords,

mantles, and furs, would needs imagine we had been at war; the truth of thefe accidents

would not fatisfy them, but impatiently importuned us to know with whom. Finding

their aptnefs to believe we failed not (as a great fecret^, to tell them any thing that

might affright them, what fpoil we had got and made of the MafTawomeks. This

rumour went fafter up the river then our barge, that arrived at Warafkoyack the 20th

of July ; where trimming her with painted ftreamers, and fuch devices as we could,

we made them at James Town jealous of a Spanifh frigate, where we all, God be thanked,

fafely arrived the 21ft of July. There we found the laft fupply were all fick, the reft

fome lame, fome bruifed ; all unable to do any thing but complain of the pride and

unreafonable needlefs cruelty of the filly prefident, that had riotoufly confumed the

ftore : and to fulfil his follies about building him an unnecefTary building fo" his

pleafure in the woods, had brought them all to that mifery ; that had we not arrived,

ihey had as ftrangely tormented him with revenge : but the good news of our dif-

voL. XIII. K covery.
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covery, and the good hope we had by the favage's relation, that our bay had ftretched

into the South Sea, or fomewhat near it, appeafed their fury ; but conditionally that

Ratliffe ihould be depofed, and that Captain Smith would take upon him the govern-
ment, as by courfe it did belong. Their requeft being efTefted, he fubitituted Mr.
Scrivener, his dear friend, in the prefidency, equally diftributingjthofe private provifions

the other had ingroffed, appointing more honed officers to affift Mr. Scrivener (who
then lay exceeding fick of a callenture); and in regard of the weaknefs of the company,
and heat of the year, they being unable to work, he left them to live at eafe, to recover

their health, but embarked himfelf to finifli his difcovery.

Written by Walter Ruffell, Anas Todkill, and Thomas Momford.

•What happened theCHAP. VI.— The Governmoit furrcndered to Mr. Scrivener.

Second Voyage in dijcovering the Bay.

THE 24th of July, Captain Smith fet forward to finifh the difcovery with twelve

men : their names were

Nathaniel Powell ^
Thomas Momford

j

Richard Fetherfton

Michael Sicklemore

James Bourne
Anthony Bagnall, chirm'g. J

1> Gentlemen.

James Profit

Anas Todkill

Edward Pifmg

Richard Keale

James Watkins
William Ward

f- Soldiers.

J

The wind being contrary, caufed our flay two or three days at Kecoughtan : the

King feafled us with much mirth ; his people were perfuaded we went purpofely to be
revenged of the MalTawomeks. In the evening we fired a few rockets, which flying in

the air fo terrified the poor favages, they fuppofed nothing impoflible we attempted,,

and defired to affift us. The firll night we anchored at Stingray Ifle. The next day

crofled Patawomeks River, and hafIcned to the river Bolus. We went not much further

before we might fee the bay to divide in two heads, and arriving there we found it

divided in four, all which we fearched fo far as we could fail them. Two of them we
found inhabited, but in crofllng the bay we encountered feven or eight canoes full of

Maffawomeks ; we feeing them prepare to aflault us, left our oars and made way with

our fail to encounter them, yet were we but five with our captain that could ftand ; for

within two days after we left Kecoughtan, the reft (being all of the lafl: fupply) were

fick almoft to death, until they were feafoned to the country. Having fhut them
under our tarpauling, we put their hats upon flicks by the barge fide, and betwixt two^

hats a man with two pieces, to make us feem many ; and fo we think the Indians

fuppofed thofe hats to be men, for they fled with all poflible fpeed to the fliore, and

there fl:ayed, flaring at the failing of our barge till we anchored right againft them.

Long it was ere wc could draw them to come unto us : at laft they fent two of their

company unarmed in a canoe, the reft all followed to fecond them if need required.

Thefe two being but each prefented with a bell, brought aboard all their fellows, pre-

fcnting our captain with venifon, bears' flefti, fifli, bows, arrows, clubs, targets, and
bears' fkins. We underftood them nothing at all but by figns, whereby they fignified

unto us they had been at wars with the Tockwoghcs, the which they confirmed by
fhewing us their green wounds ; but the night parting us, we imagined they appointed

the next morning to meet, but after that we never faw them.

Entering10
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Entering the river of Tockwogh, the favages all armed in a fleet of boats, after

their barbarous manner, round invironed us, fo it chanced one of them could fpeak

the language of Powhatan, who perfuaded the reft to a friendly parley. But when
they faw us furniflied with the Maffawomeks weapons, and we faining the invention

of Kecoughtan, to have taken them perforce ; they conduced us to their pallifadoed

town, mantled with the barks of trees, with fcafFolds like mounts, breafted about with

breafts very formally. Their men, women, and children with dances, fongs, fruits,

furs, and what they had kindly welcomed us, fpreading mats for us to fit on. llretch-

ing their beft abilities to exprefs their loves.

Many hatchets, knives, pieces of iron and brafs, we faw amongfl them, which
they reported to have from the Safquefahanocks ; a mighty people and mortal enemies

with the MaiTawomeks. The Safquefahanocks inhabit upon the chief fpring of thefe

four branches of the bay's head, two days journey higher than our barge could pafs

for rocks, yet we prevailed with the interpreter to take with him another interpreter, to

perfuade the Safquefahanocks to come vifit us, for their language are different. Three
or four days we expeflied their return, then fixty of thofe giant- like people came down,
with prefents of venifon, tobacco-pipes three foot in length, bafkets, targets, bows and
arrows. Five of their chief Werowances came boldly aboard us to crofs the bay for

Tockwhogh, leaving their men and canoes, the wind being fo high they durft not

pafs.

Our order was daily to have prayer, with a pfaim, at which folemnity the poor

favages much wondered ; our prayers being done, awhile they were bufied with a con-

fultation till they had contrived their bufinefs, then they began in a moft pallionate

manner to hold up their hands to the fun with a nioft fearful fong, then embracing

our captains they begun to adore him in like manner; though we rebuked them, yet

they proceeded till their fong was finifhed, which done, with a mod flrange furious

adion, and a hellifh voice, began an oration of their loves ; that ended, with a great

painted bear's fkin they covered him, then one i-eady with a great chain of white

beads, weighing at leafl fix or feven pounds, hung it about his neck, the others had
eighteen mantles, made of divers forts of fkins fewed together, all thefe with many
other toys they laid at his feet, ftroking their ceremonious hands about his neck for

his creation to be their governor and proteclor, promifing their aids, vidtuals, or what
they had to be his if he would flay with them to defend and revenge them of the

Maffawomeks. But we left them at Tockwhogh, forrowing for our departure, yet

we promifed the next year again to vifit them. Many defcriptions and difcourfes they

made us of Atquanachuck, Maffawomek, and other people, fignifying they inhabit

upon a great water beyond the mountains, which we underftood to be fome great lake,

or the river of Canada, and from the French to have their hatchets and commodities

by trade. Thefe know no more of the territories of Powhatan then his name, and he

as little of them, but the Atquanachuks are on the ocean fea.

The higheft mountain we faw northward we called Peregrine's Mount, and a rocky

river, where the Maffawomeks went up, Willowbyes River, in honour of the town

our captain was born in, and that honourable houfe the Lord Willoughby, his moft

honoured good friend. The Safquefahanocks River we called Smith's Falls ; the

next point to Tockwhogh, Pifing's Point ; the next it Point Bourne. Powell's Ifles

and Smal's Point is by the river Bolus, and the little bay at the head Profit's Poole
;

Watkin's, Read's, and Momford's Points are on each fide Limbo ; Ward, Cantrell,

and Sicklemore, betwixt Patawomek and Famaunkee, after the names of the dif-

coverers. In all thofe places and the furthefl we came up the rivers, we cut in trees

K 2 fb
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fo many crofles as we would, and in many places made holes in trees, wherein we wrft

notes, and in Ibme places crofles of brafs, to fignify to any, Englifhmen had been

there.

Thus having fought all the inlets and rivers worth noting, we returned to difcover

the river cf Pawtuxunt ; thefe people we found very tradable, and more civil than any

:

we promifed them, as alfo the Patawomeks, to revenge them of the Maflawomeks, but

our purpofes were crofled.

In the difcovery of this river fome call Rapahanock, we were kindly entertained by

the people of Moraughtacund ; here we encountered our old friend Mofco, a lufty

favage of Wighcocomoco, upon the river Patawomek : we fuppoied him fome French-

man's fon, becaufe he had a thick black bufli beard, and the favages feldom have any

at all, of which he was not a little p-oud to fee fo many of his counti-ymen. Wood
and water he would fetch us, guide us any whither, nay, caufe divers of his country-

men help us tow againft wind or tide from place to place till we came to Patawomek

;

there he relied till we returned from the head of the river, and occafioned our con-

ducl to the mine we fuppofed antimony ; and in the place he failed not to do us all the

good he could, perfuading us in any cafe not to go to the Rapahanocks, for they would

kill us for being friends with the Moraughtacunds, that but lately had ftolen three of

the King's women. This we did think was but that his friends might only have our

trade, fo we crofled the river to the Rapahanocks. There fome twelve or fixteen fl;and-

ing on the fhore, direded us a little creek, where was good landing, and commodities

for us in three or four canoes we favv lie there ; but according to our cuftom, we de-

manded to exchange a man in fign of love, which after they had a little confulted,

four or five came up to the middle to fetch our man, and leave us one of them, fliew-

ing we need not fear them, for they had neither clubs, bows, nor arrows. Notwith-

ftanding, Anas Todkill, being fent on (hore to fee if he could difcover any ambuf-

cadoes, or what they had dehred to go over the plain to fetch fome wood, but they

were unwilling, except we would come into the creek, where the boat might come
clofe afhore. Todkill by degrees having got fome two ftoncs-throws up the plain,

perceived two or three hundred men (as he thought) behind the trees, fo that offering

to return to the boat, the favages effayed to carry him away per force, that he called to

us we were betrayed, and by that he had fpoke the word, our hofiage was overboard,

but Watkins his keeper, flew him in the water. Immediately we let fly amongH
them, fo that they fled, and Todkill efcaped, yet they fliot fo faft that he fell flat on

the ground ere he could recover the boat. Here the Maffawomek targets flood us in

good ftead, for upon iVIofco's words, we had fet them about the forepart of our boat

like a forecaftle, from whence we fecurely beat the favages from oft' the plain without

any hurt, yet they fhot more than a thoufand arrows, and then fled into the woods.

Arming ourfelves with thefe light targets (which are made of little fmall flicks woven
betwixt flrings of their hemp and filk grafs, as is our cloth, but fo firmly that no

arrow can poflibly pierce them) : we refcucd Todkill, who was all bloody by fome of

them who were fliot by us that held him, but as God pleafed, he had no hurt ; and

following them up to the woods we found fome flain, and in divers places much blood.

It feems all their arrows were fpent, for we heard no more of them ; their canoes we
took, the arrows we found we broke, fave them we kept for Mofco, to whom we
gave the canoes for his kindnefs, that entertained us in the befl triumphing manner, and

warlike order in arms of conquell he could procure of the Moraughtacunds.

The refl; of the day we fpent in accommodating our boat, inilead of thoules we
made flicks like bed-flaves, to which we faflened fo many of our Maffawomek targets,

that
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that environed her as wafte cloaths. The next morning we went up the river, and

our friend Mofco followed us along the fhore, and at lafl: defired to go with us in our

boat. But as we paffed by Pifacack, Matchopeak, and Mecuppom, three towns

fituated upon high white clay clifts, the other fide all a low plain marfh, and the river

there but narrow, thirty or forty of the Rapahanocks had fo accommodated them-

felves with branches, as we took them for little bufhes growing among the fedge, ftill

feeing their arrows ftrike the targets, and dropped in the river, whereat Mofco fell

flat in the boat on his face, crying the Rapahanocks, which prefently we efpied to be

the bufhes, which at our firfl volley fell down in the fedge, when we were near half a

mile from them, they fhewed themfelves dancing and finging very merrily.

The Kings of Piflaflack, Nandtaughtacund, and Cuttatawomen, ufed us kindly, and

all their people neglefted not any thing to Mofco to bring us to them. Betwixt Seco-

beck and Maflawteck is a fmall ifle or two, which caufeth the river to be broader than

ordinary ; there it pleafed God to take one of our compaijy, called Mr. Fetherflone,

that all the time he had been in this country had behaved himfelf honeltly, valiantly^

and induftrioufly, where, in a little bay we called Fetherftone's Bay, we buried him
with a volley of (hot : the reft, notwithftanding their ill diet and bad lodging, crowded

in fo fmall a barge, in fo many dangers never refting, but always tofTed to and again,

had all well recovered their healths. The next day we failed fo high as our boat

would float, there fetting up crofTes, and engraving our names in the trees. Our
centinel faw an arrow fall by him, though we had ranged up and down n'.ore than an

hour in digging in the earth, looking of flones, herbs, and fprings, not feeing where a

favage could well hide himfelf.

Upon the alarum by that we had recovered our arms, there was about an hundred
nimble Indians (kipping from tree to tree, letting fly their arrows fo faft as they could:

the trees here ferved us for barricadoes as well as they. But Mofco did us more ferviee

than we expefted, for having fliot away his quiver of arrows, he ran to the boat for

more. The arrows of Mofco at the firft made them paufe upon the matter, thinking

by his bruit and ikipping there were many favages. About half an hour this con>

tinned, then they all vaniftied as fuddenly as they approached. Mofco followed them
fo far as he could fee us till they were out of fight. As we returned there lay a favage

as dead, fliot in the knee, but taking him up we found he had life, which Mofco feeing,

never was dog more furious againft a bear than Mofco was to have beat out his brains,

fo we had him to our boat, where our chirurgeon who went with us to cure our
captain's hurt of the ftingray, fo drefled this favage that within an hour after he
looked fomewhat cheerfully, and did eat and fpeak. In the meantime we contented

Mofco in helping him to gather up their arrows, which were an arm full, whereof he
gloried not a little. Then we defired Mofco to know what he was and what countries

were beyond the mountains: the poor favage mildly anfwered, he and all with him
were of Hafinninga, where there are three kings more like unto them, namely, the

King of Stegora, the Kusg of Tauxuntania, and the King of Shakahonea, that were
come to Mohafkahod, wliich is only a hunting town, and the bounds betwixt the ki-ng-

dom of the Mannahocks and the Nandtaughtacunds, but hard by where we were.

We demanded why they came in that manner to betray us that came to them in peace

and to feek their loves j he anfwered, they heard we were a people come from under
the world to take their world from them. We aflced him how many worlds he did

know ; he replied, he knew no more but that which was under the iky that covered

him, which were the Powhatans, with the Monacnas, and the Mali'avvoraeks, that were
higher up in the mountains. Then we afked him what was beyond the mountains, he •

anfwered.
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anfwered, the fun : but of any thing elfe he knew nothing, becaufe the woods were not

burnt. Thefe and many fuch queftions we demanded concerning the Maflawomeks,

the Monacans, their own country, and where were the Kings of Stcgora, Tauxfintania,

and the reft. The Monacans, he faid, were their neighbours and friends, and did dwell

as they in the hilly countries by fniall rivers, living upon roots and fruits, but chiefly

by hunting. The Maflawomeks did dwell upon a great water and had many boats,

and fo many men that they made war with all the world, for their kings ; they were

gone every one a feveral way with their men on hunting, but thofe with him came

thither a fifhing till they faw us, notwithftanding they would be altogether at night at

Mahafl^ahod. For his relation we gave him many toys, with perfuafions to go with us,

and he as earneflly defired us to ftay the coming of thofe kings, that for his good ufage

fliould be friends with us, for he was brother to Haflnninga. But Mofco advifed us

prefently to be gone, for they were all naught, yet we told him we would not till it

was night. All things we made ready to entertain what came, and Mofco was as dili-

gent in trimming his arrows. The night being come we all embarked, for the river

was fo narrow, had it been light, the land on the one fide was fo high, they might have

done us exceeding much mifchief. All this while the King of Hafinninga was feeking

the reft, and had confultation a good time what to do, but by their fpies, feeing we

were gone, it was not long before v\ e heard their arrows dropping on every fide the

boat ; we caufed our favages to call unto them, but fuch a yelling and hallooing they

made that they heard nothing, but now and then a piece, aiming fo near as we could

where we heard the moft voices. More than twelve miles they followed us in this

manner ; then the day appearing, we found ourfelves in a broad bay, out of danger of

their fhot, where we came to an anchor, and fell to breakfaft. Not fo much as fpeaking

to them till the fun was rifen ; being well refrefhed, we untied our targets that covered

us as a deck, and all fhewed ourfelves with thofe fhields on our arms, and fwords in

our hands, and alfo our prifoner, Amoroleck; a long difcourfe there was betwixt his

countrymen and him, how good we were, how well we ufed him, how we had a

Patawomek with us, loved us as his life, that would have flain him had we not preferved

him, and that he fliould have his liberty, would they be but friends, and to do us any

hurt it was impoflible. Upon this they all hung their bows and quivers upon the

trees, and one came fwimming aboard us with a bow tied on his head, and another

with a quiver of arrows, which they delivered our captain as a prefent. The captain

having ufed them fo kindly as he could, told them the other three kings ftiould do

the like, and then the great King of our world fliould be their friend, whofe men we were.

It was no fooner demanded but performed ; fo upon a low moorifli point of land we
went to the Ihore, where thofe four kings came and received Amoroleck, Nothing they

had but bows, arrows, tobacco-bags, and pipes : what we defired none refufed to give

us, wondering at every thing we had, and heard we had done ; our piftols they took

for pipes, which they much defired, but we did content them with other commodities

;

and fo we left four or five hundred of our merry Mannahocks, finging, dancing, and

making merry, and fet fail for Moraughtacund.

In our return we vifited all our friends, that rejoiced much at our victory againfl: the

Mannahocks, who many times had wars alfo vuth them, but now they were friends,

and defired we would be friends with the Rapahanocks, as wc were with the Manna-

hocks. Our captain lold them, they had twice aifaultcd him that came only in love to

do them good, and therefore he would now burn all their houfes, deftroy their corn,

and for ever hold them his enemies, till they made him fatisfaftion ; they defired to

know what that fliould be ; he told them they fliould prefent him the king's bow and
arrows,
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arrows, and not offer to come armed where he was ; that they fliould be friends with

the Moraughtacunds his friends, and give him their King's fon in pledge to perform it,

and then all King James's men Ihould be their friends. Upon this they prefently fent

to the Rapahanocks to meet him at the place where they firft fought, where would be

the Kings of Nantautacund and Piffaflac : which according to their promife were there

fo foon as we, where Rapahanock prefented his bow and arrows, and confirmed all

we defired, except his fon, having no more but him he could not live without him,

but inllead of his fon he would give him the three women Moraughtacund had

ftolen. This was accepted ; and fo in three or four canoes, fo many as could, went
with us to Moraughtacund, where Mofco made them fuch relations, and gave to his

friends fo many bows and arrows, that they no lefs loved him than admired us. The
three women were brought our captain, to each he gave a chain of beads ; and then

caufing Moraughtacund, Mofco, and Rapahanock to (land before him, bid Rapaha-

nock take her loved befl, and Moraughtacund chofe next, and to Mofco he gave the

third. Upon this away went their canoes over the water, to fetch their venilon, and

all the provifion they could, and they that wanted boats fwam over the river : the dark

commanded us then to reft. The next day there was of men, women, and children,

as we conjeftured, fix or feven hundred, dancing and finging, and not a bow nor

arrow feen amongft them. Mofco changed his name Uttafantafough, which we interpret,

ftranger, for fo they rail us : all promifing ever to be our friends, and to plant corn

purpofely for us ; and we to provide hatchets, beads, and copp6r for them ; we
departed, giving them a volley of fhot, and they us as loud fhouts and cries as their

ftrength could utter. That night we anchored in the river of Payankatank, and difco-

vered it fo high as it was navigable ; but the people were moft a hunting, fave a few

old men, women, and children, that were tending their corn, of which they promifed

us part when we would fetch it, as had done all the nations wherever we had yet been.

In a fair calm, rowing towards point Comfort, we anchored in GofnoU's I3ay, but

fuch a fudden guft furprifed us in the night with thunder and rain, that we never

thought more to have fetn James Town. Yet running before the wind, we fometinies

faw the land by the flafhes of fire from heaven, by which light only we kept from the

fplitting fhore until it pleafed God in that black darknefs to preferve us by that light to

find Point Comfort : there refrefhing ourfelves. becaufe we had only but heard of the

Chefapeak and Nanfamunds, we thought it as fit to know all our neighbours near

home, as fo many nations abroad.

So fetting fail for the fouthern fhore, we failed up a narrow river up the country of

Chefapeak ; it hath a good channel, but m.any flioals about the entrance. By that we
had failed fix or feven miles, we faw two or three little garden-plots with their houfcs,

the fliores overgrown with the greateft pine and fir trees we ever faw in the country.

But not feeing nor hearing any people, and the river very narrow, we returned to the

great river to fee if we could find any of them. Coafting the fliore towards Nanfa-

mund, which is moft oyfter banks ; at the mouth of that river we efpied fix or

feven favages making their wires, who prefently fled : afhore we went, and
where they wrought we threw divers toys, and fo departed. Far we were
not gone ere they came again, and began to fing and dance and recall us ; and
thus we began our firft acquaintance. At laft one of them defired us to go to his

houfe up that river ; into our boat voluntarily he came, the reft ran after us by the fliore

with all fhew of love that could be. Seven or eight miles we failed up this narrow-

river : at laft on the weftern fliore we faw large corn-fields, in the midft a little ifle,

and in it was abundance of corn ; the people, he told us, were all a hunting ; but in the

ifle
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ifle was his houfe, to which he invited us with much kindnefs ; to him, his wife, and

children we gave fuch things as they feemed much contented them. The others being

come, defired us alfo to go but a little higher to fee their houfes : here our holl left

us, the reft rowed by us in a canoe, till we were fo far paft the ifle the river became

very narrow. Here we defired fome of them to come aboard us, whereat paufing a

little, they told us they would but fetch their bows and arrows, and go all with us ;

but being afliore and thus armed, they perfuaded us to go forward, but we could

neither perfuade them into their canoe, nor into our boat. This gave us caufe to pro-

vide for the v/orft. Far we went not ere fevcn or eight canoes full of men armed ap-

peared following us, ftaying to fee the conclufion. Prefently from each fide of the

river came arrows fo faft as two or three hundred could (hoot them, whereat we returned

to get the open. They in the canoes let fly alfo as faft, but amongft them we beftowed

fo many fliot, the moft of them leaped overboard and fwam aftiore, but two or three

efcaped by rowing, being againft their plains : our muflcets they found fliot further than

their bows, for we made not twenty (hot ere they all retired behind the next trees.

Being thus got out of their trap, we feized on all their canoes, and moored them in the

midft of the open. More than an hundred arrows ftuck in our targets, and about the

boat, yet none hurt, only Anthony Bagnall was ftiot in his hat, and another in his

fleeve. But feeing their multitudes, and fufpedting, as it was, that both the Nanfa-

munds, and the Chefapeaks were together, we thought it beft to ride by their canoes

a while, to bethink if it were better to burn all in the ifle, or draw them to compofition,

till we were provided to take all they had, which was fuflicient to feed all our colony

;

but to burn the ifle at night it was concluded. In the interim we began to cut in pieces

their canoes, and they prefently to lay down their bows, making figns of peace : peace,

we told them, we would accept, would they bring us their King's bows and arrows,

with a chain of pearl ; and when we came again, give us four hundred bafliets full of

corn, otherwife we would break all their boats, and burn their houfes and corn, and

all they had. To perform all this they alleged only the want of a canoe, fo we put one

adrift, and bid them fwim to fetch her ; and till they performed their promife, we
would but only break their canoes. They cried to us to do no more ; all fliould be as we
would : which prefently they performed, away went their bows and arrows, and tag

and rag came with their baflcets : fo much as we could carry we took, and fo depart-

ing good friends, we returned to James Town, where we fafely arrived the 7th of

September, 1608. There we found Mr. Scrivener, and divers others, well recovered
;

many dead ; fome fick ; the late prefident prifoner for mutiny ; by the honeft dili-

gence of Mr. Scrivener, the harveft gathered, but the provifion in the ftore much
fpoiled with rain. Thus was that fummer (when little wanted) confumed and fpent,

and nothing done (fuch was the government of Captain Ratlifl") but only this difcovery
;

wherein to exprcfs all the dangers, accidents, and encounters this fmall number palfed

in that fmall barge, by the fcale of proportion, about three thoufand miles, with fuch

watery diet in thofe great waters and barbarous countries (till then to any Chriftian ut-

terly unknown) I rather refer their merit to the cenfure of the courteous and expe-

rienced reader, than I would be tedious or partial, being a party.

But to this place to come who will adventure,

With judginent's guide and reafon how to enter ;

Finds ill this world's broad fea, with wind and tide,

There's fafcr fail than any where befide.

But caufe to wanton novicts it is

A province full of fearfulncfs I wifs :

M Into
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^

Into the preat vail deep to venture out,

Thofe fliailow rivers let tliem coall about,

And by a fmall boat learn there fiill, and mark

How tliey may come to make a greater bark.
^

Written by Anthony Bagnall, Nathaniel Powell, and Anas Todkill.

CHAP. VII.

—

The Prcfidcncyfurrenderedto Capiain Smith: the Arrival and Return

cf thefccond Supply y and what happened.

THE loth of September, by the election of the council and requefl of the com-
pany. Captain Smith received the letters patent, which till then by no means he would

accept, though he was often importuned thereunto. Now the building of Ratcliffe's

palace (laid as a thing needlefs ; the church was repaired ; the florehoufe recovered

;

buildings prepared for the fupplies we expected ; the fort reduced to a fine fquare

form ; the order of the watch renewed ; the fquadrons (each fetting of the watch)

trained ; the whole company every Saturday exercifed in the plain by the weft bul-

wark, prepared for that purpofe, we called Smithfield, where fometimes more than a

hundred favages would ftand in an amazement to behold how a file would batter a

tree, where he would make them a mark to fhoot at ; the boats trimmed for trade,

which being fent out with Lieutenant Percy, in their journey encountered the fecond

fupply, that brought them back to difcover the country of Monacan. How or why
Captain Newport obtained fuch a private commiffion, as not to return without a lump
of gold, a certainty of the South Sea, or one of the lofl company fent out by Sir

Walter Raleigh, I know not ; nor why he brought fuch a fine pieced barge, nor to

bear us to that South Sea, till we had borne her over the mountains, which how far

they extend is yet unknown. As for the coronation of Pov/hatan, and his prefents of

bafon and ewer, bed, bedllead, clothes, and fuch coftly novelties, they had been

much better well fpared than fo ill fpent, for we had his favour much better only for

a plain piece of copper, till this {lately kind of foliciting made him fo much over-

value himfelf, that he refpefted us as much as nothing at all. As for the hiring of

the Poles and Dutchmen to make pitch, tar, glafs, mills, and foap-afhes when the

country is replenifhed with people, and neceflaries, would have done well ; but to fend

them and feventy more without victuals to work, was not fo well advifed nor con-

fidered of, as it fliould have been. Yet this could not have hurt us had they been two
hundred, though then we were one hundred and thirty that wanted for ourfelves

;

for we had the favages in that decorum (their harveft being newly gathered) that we
feared not to get vidfuals for five hundred. Now was there no way to make us mife-

rable but to neglecl that time to make provifion whilft it was to be had, the which was

done by the diredion from England to perform this flrange difcovery ; but a more
ftrange coronation to lofe that time, fpend that viftuals we had, tire and flarve our

men, having no means to carry viftuals, munition, the hurt or fick, but on their own
backs. How or by whom they were invented I know not ; but Captain Newport we
only accounted the r.uthor, who, to effeft thefe projeds, had fo gilded men's hopes

with great promifes, that both company and council concluded his refolution for the

moft part. God doth know they little knew what they did, nor underftood their own
eftates, to conclude his conclufions, againft all the inconveniencies the foregoing pre-

fident alledged. Of this fupply there was added to the council one Captain Richard
Waldo and Captain Richard Wynne, two ancient foldiers and valiant gentlemen, but

yet ignorant of the bufiiiefs (being but newly arrivedj. Ratclifte was alfo permitted
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to have his voice, and Mr. Scrivener, defirous to fee ftrange countries ; fo that although

Smith was prefident, yet the major part of the council had the authority, and ruled

it as they lifted. As for clearing Smith's objedlions, how pitch and tar, wainfcot,

clapboard, glafs, and foap-afhes, could be provided to relade the fhip, or provifion got

fo live withal, when none was in the country, and that we had, fpent, before the fliip

departed to effeft thefe projefts. The anfwer was. Captain Newport undertook to

freight the pinnace of twenty tons with corn in going and returning in his difcovery,

and to refreight her again from Werowocomoco of Powhatan ; alfo promifing a great

proportion of victuals from the fhip ; inferring that Smith's propofitions were only

devices to hinder his journey, to effeft it himfelf, and that the cruelty he had ufed to

the favages might well be the occafion to hinder thefe defigns, and feelc revenge on
him ; for which taxation all works were left, and one hundred and twenty chofen

men were appointed for Newport's guard in this difcovery. But Captain Smith, to

make clear all thofe feeming fufpicions that the favages were not fo defperate as was

pretended by Captain Newport, and how willing (fmce by their authority they would

have it fo) he was to affift them what he could, becaufe the coronation would con-

fume much time, he undertook himfelf their meffage to Powhatan, to entreat him to

come to James Town to receive his prefents ; and where Newport durft not go with

lefs than one hundred and twenty, he only took with him Captain Waldo, IMr. Andrew
Buckler, Edward Brinton, and Samuel Collier. With thefe four he went over-land

to Werowocomoco, fome twelve miles ; there he paiTed the river of Pamaunkee in a

favage canoe. Powhatan being thirty miles off, was prefently fent for : in the mean
time, Pocahontas and her women entertained Captain Smith in this manner

:

In a fair plain field they made a fire, before which he fitting upon a mat, fuddenly

amongft: the woods was heard fuch a hideous noife and (hrieking, that the Englifh

betook themfelves to their arms, and feized on two or three old men by them, fup-

pofing Powhatan with all his power was come to furprize them. But prefently Poca-

hontas came, willing him to kill her if any hurt were intended ; and the beholders,

which were men, women, and children, fatisfied the Captain there was no fuch matter.

Then prefently they were prefented with this antic : thirty young women came naked

cut of the woods, only covered behind and before with a few green leaves, their bodies

all painted, fome of one colour fome of another, but all differing : their leader had a

fair pair of buck's horns on her head, and an otter's fkin at her girdle, and another

at her arm, a quiver of arrows at her back, a bow and arrows in her hand ; the next

had hi her hand a fword, another a club, another a pot-flick, all horned alike ; the

reft every one with their feveral devices. Thefe fiends, v.ith moil hellilh fliouts and

cries, rufhing from among the trees, cafl themfelves in a ring about the fire, finging

and dancing with moft excellent ill variety, oft falling into their infernal palTions, and

foleninly again to fing and dance. Having fpent near an hour in this mafquerade, as

they entered in like manner they departed.

Having re-accommodated themfelves, they folemnly invited him to their lodgings,

where he was no fooner within the houfe, but all thefe nymphs more tormented him

than ever with crowding, prelling, and hanging about him, moft tcdiouily crying,

" Love you not me? Love you not me ?' This falutation ended, the feaft was fet,

confiftinp of all the favage dainties they could devife ; fome attending, others finging

and dancing about them ; which mirth being ended, with firebrands inftead of torches

they condudted him to his lodging.

Thus did tliey (liew tlieir feats of arms, and others art in dancing,

Some other ufcd their oaten pipe, and others voices chaunting.

The
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The next day came Powhatan. Smith deh'vered his meflage of the prefonts font him,

and redelivered him Namontack he had fent for England, defiring him to come to his

father Newport, to accept thofe prefents, and conclude their revenge againft the Mo-
nacans. Whereunto this fubtle favage thus replied :

" If your King have fent me prefents, I alfo am a king, and this is my land : eight

days I mil flay to receive them. Your father is to come to me, not I to him, nor

yet to your fort, neither will I bite at fuch a bait. As for the Monacans I can re-

venge my own injuries ; and as for Atquanachuk, where you fay your brother was

ilain, it is a contrary way from thofe parts you fuppofe it : but for any falt-water

beyond the mountains, the relations you have had from my people are falle." Where-

upon he began to draw plots upon the ground (according to his difcourfe) of all

thofe regions. Many other difcourfes they had (yet both content to give each other

content in complimental courtefies) ; and fo Captain Smith returned with this

anfwer.

Upon this the prefents were fent by water, which is near a hundred miles, and the

captain's went by land with fifty good fhot. All being met at Werowocomoco, the

next day was appointed for his coronation ; then the prefents were brought him, his

bafon and ewer, bed and furniture fet up, his fcarlet cloak and apparel with much ado

put on him, being perRuded by Namontack they would not hurt him ; but a foul

Trouble there was to make him kneel to receive his crown, he neither knowing the'

majefty nor meaning of a crown, nor bending of the knee, endured fo many perfua-

fions, examples, and inftruttions, as tired them all ; at lafl, by leaning hard on his

fhoulders, he a little flooped, and three having the crown in tlieir hanfls put it on his

head, wiien by the warning of a piflol the boats were prepared with fuch a volley of

fhot, that the King flarted up in a horrible fear, till he faw all v/as well. Then re-

membering himfelf, to congratulate their kindnefs, he gave his old fhoes and his mantle

to Captain Newport : but perceiving his purpofe was to difcover the Monacans, he

laboured to divert his refolution, refufmg to lend him either men or guides more than

Namontack; and fo, after fome fmall complimental kindnefs on both fides, in requital

of his prefents, he prefented Newport with a heap of vi?heat ears, that might contain

fome feven or eight bufhels, and as much more we bought in the town, wherewith we
returned to the fort.

The fhip having difburdened herfelf of feventy perfons, with the firff gentlewoman

jind woman-fervant that arrived in our colony, Captain Newport, with one hundred and

twenty chofeu men, led by CaptaiaWaldo, Lieutenant Percy, CaptainWinne, Mr. Weft,

and Mr. Scrivener, fet forward for the difcovery of Monacan, leaving the prefident at

the fort with about eighty or ninety (fuch as they were) to relade the fhip. Arriving

at the Falls, we marched by land fome forty miles in two days and a half, and fo

returned down the fame path we went. Two towns we difcovered of the Monacans,

called Maflinacak and Mowhemenchouch ; the people neither ufed us well nor ill
;
yet

for our fecurity we took one of their petty kings, and led him bound to conduct us

the way ; and in our return, fearched many places we fuppofed mines, about which

we fpent fome time in refining, having one William Callicut, a refiner, fitted for that

purpofe. From that crufl: of earth we digged he perfuaded us to believe he extrafted

fome fmall quantity of filver ; and (not unlikely) better fluff might be had for the

digging. \Vith this poor trial, being contented to leave this fair, fertile, well-watered

country ; and coming to the falls, the favages feigned there were divers fhips come
into the bay to kill them at James Town. Trade they would not, and find their corn

xve could not, for they had hid it in the woods ; and being thus deluded, we arrived

L 2 at
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at James Town, half fick, all complaining, and tired with toil, famine, and difcon-

tent, to have only but difcovered our gilded hopes, and fuch fruitlefs certainties as-

Captain Smith foretold us.

But thofe that hunger feek to flake,

Wliich thus abounding^ wealth would rake ;

Not all tl'.e gems of Iller {liore,

Nor all the gold of Lydia's (lore,

Can fill their greedy appetite.

It is a thing fo inlinite.

No fooner were we landed, but the prefident difperfed fo many as were able, feme for

glafs, others for tar, pitch, and foap-aihes, leaving them with the fort to the councils*

overfight, but thirty of us he conducted down the river fome five miles from James
Tov.'n, to learn to make clapboard, cut down trees, and lie in woods. Amongil the rtil

he had chofen Gabriel Beadle, and John Ruflel!, the only two gallants of this laft fup-

ply, and both proper gentlemen. Strange were thefe pleafures to their conditions
; yet

lojging, eating, and drinking, working or playing, they but doing as the prefident did

himfelf. All thefe things were carried fo pleafantly as within a week they becatne

mailers : making it their delight to hear the trees thunder as they fell; but the axes
fo oft blifiered their tender fingers, that many times every third blow had a loud oath

to drown the echo ; for remedy of which fin, the prefident deviled how to have every

man's oath numbered, and at night for every oath to have a can of water poured down
his fleeve, with which every offender wasfo waihed, (himfelf and all) that amanihould
icarce hear an oaih in a week.

For he who fcorns, and makes but jells of curfings, and his oath,

He doth contemn, not man but God, nor God, nor man, but both.

By this, let no man think that the prefident and thefe gentlemen fpent their times as

common wood-haggers at felling of trees, or fuch other like labours, or that they were
prefTed to as hirelings, or common flaves ; for what they did, after they were but once a
little inured, it feemed and fome conceited it only as a pleafure and recreation, yet thirty

or forty of fuch voluntary gentlemen would do more in a day then one hundred of the

rf^ft that mull be preft to it by compulfion, but twenty good workmen had been better

than them all.

IVIr. Scrivener, Captain Waldo, and Captain Winnc at the fort, every one in like

manner carefully regarded their charge. The prefident returning from amongd the

woods, feeing the time confumed and no provifion gotten, (and the fliip lay idle at a

great charge and did nothing,) prefently embarked himfelf in the difcovcry barge,

giving order to council to fend Lieutenant Percie after him with the next barge that

arrived at the fort ; two barges he had himfelf and eighteen men, but arriving at

Chickahamania, that dogged nation was too well acquainted with our wants, refufing

to trade with as much fcorn and infolency as they could exprcfs. The prefident per-

ceiving it was Powhatan's policy to flarve us, told them he came not fo much for their

corn, as to revenge his imprifomnent, and the death of his men murdered by them, and
fo landing his men, and ready To charge them, they immediately fled : and prelcntly

alter fent their ambafHtdors with corn, fiOi, fowl, and what they had to make their

peace, (their corn being that year but bad) they complained extremely of their own
wants, yet freighted our boats with an hundred bulhels of corn, and in like manner
Lieutenant Percie that not long after arrived, and having done the befl they could to

content us, we parted good friend:-, ;uid returned to James Town.
Though
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Though this much contented the company, (that feared nothing more than flarving)

yet feme fo envied his good fuccefs, that they rather defired to hazard a ftarving then

his pains fliould prove ib much more efFedtual than theirs. Some projefts there were

invented by Newport and RatlifFe, not only to have depofed him, but to have kept him

out of the fort ; for that being prefident, he would leave his place and the fort without

their confent, but their horns were fo much too fliort to effeft it, as they themfelves

more narrowly efcaped a greater mifchief.

All this time our old tavern made as much of all them that had either money or

ware as could be defired : by this time they were become fo perfeft on all fides (I

mean the foldiers, failors, and favages) as there was ten times more care to maintain

their damnable and private trade than to provide for the colony things that were

neceffary. Neither was it a fmall policy in Newport and the mariners to report in

England we had fuch plenty, and bring us fo many men without victuals, when they

had fo many private fai^ors in the fort, that within fix or feven weeks, of two or three

hundred axes, chiflels, hoes, and pick-axes, fcarce twenty could be found : and for

pike-heads, fhot, powder, or any thing they could fteal from their fellows, was vendible;

they knew as well (and as fecretly) how to convey them to trade with the favages foi?

fur, baflvets, Muffaneeks, young beaft, or fuch like commodities, as exchange them
with the failors for butter, cheefe, beef, pork, aqua vitse, beer, bifcuit, oatmeal, and

oil : and then feign all was fent them from their friends. And though Virginia

afforded no furs for the ftore, yet one mafter in one voyage hath got fo many by this

indireft means, as he confeffed to have fold in England for 30I.

Thofe are the faint-feeming worthies of Vn-ginia, that have notvvithftanding all this

meat, drink, and wages ; but now they begin to grow weary^ their trade being both

perceived and prevented ; none hath been in Virginia that hath obferved any thing,

which knows not this to be true, and yet the lofs, the fcorn, the mifery, and fhame,
was the poor officers, gentlemen, and carelefs governors, who were all thus bought and

fold ; the adventurers cozened, and the aftion overthrown by their falfe excufes,

informations, and direftlons. By this let all men judge, how this bufinefs could

profper, being thus abufed by fuch pilfering occafions. And had not Captain Newport
cried peccavi, the pi'efident would have difcharged the flilp, and caufed him to have

flald one year in Virginia, to learn to fpeak of his own experience.

Mr. Scrivener was fent with the barges and pinnace to Werowocomoco, where he

found the favages more ready to fight than trade; but his vigilancy was fuch as pre-

vented their projefts, and by the means of Namontack got three or four hogfheads of

corn, and as much pocones, which is a red root, which then was efteemed an excellent

dye.

Captain Newport being difpatched, with the trials of pitch, tar, glafs, frankincenfe,

foap-aflies, with that clapboard and wainfcot that could be provided, met with Mr.
Scrivener at Point Comfort, and fo returned for England. We remaining were about

two hundred.

The Copy of a Letterfent to the Treafurer and Council of Virginiafrom Captain Smith

then Prcfidcnt in Virginia.

*' Right Honorable, &c.
" I received your letter, wherein you write, that our minds are fo fet upon fa£tion and

idle conceits in dividing the country without your confents, and that we feed you but

with ifs and ands, hopes, and fonie few proofs ; as if we would keep the myllery of the

c bufinefs
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bufmefs to ourfelves: and that we muft exprefsly follow your inllrufllons fcnt by

Captain Newport : the charge of whofe voyage amounts to near two thoufand pounds,

the which, if we cannot defray by the fliip's return, we are like to remain as banifhed

men. To thefe particulars I humbly intreat your pardon, if I offend you with my rude

anfwer.
" For our factions, milefs you would have me run away and leave the country, I

cannot prevent them : becaufe I do make many ftay thac would elfe fly any weather.

For the idle letter fent to my Lord of Salifbury, by the prefident and his confederates,

for dividing the country. &c. what it was I know not, for you faw no hand of mine

to it ; nor ever dreamed I of any fuch matter. That we feed you with hopes, Sec.
;

though I be no fcholar, I am palt a fchool-boy ; and I defire but to know what

either you, and thefe here do know, but that I have learned to tell you by th? continual

hazard of my life. I have not concealed from you any thing I know ; but I fear fome

caufe you to believe much more than is true.

" Exprefsly to follow your diredions by Captain Newport, though they be performed,

I was directly againft It ; but according to our commiflion, I was content to be over-

ruled by the major part of the council, I tear to the hazard of us all, which now is

generally confeifed when it is too lat«. Only Captain Winne and Captain Waldo
I have fworn of the council, and ci-owned Powhatan, according to your inftructions.

"• For thecharge of this voyage of two or three thoufand pounds, we have not received

the value of an hundred pounds. And for the quartered boat to be borne by the

foldiers over the falls, Newport had one hundred and twenty of the bed men he could

chufe. If he had burnt her to allies, one might have carried her in a bag, but as flie

is, five hundred cannot, to a navigable place above the falls. And for him at that time

to find in the South Sea, a mine of gold ; or any of them fent by Sir Walter Raleigh :

at our confultation I told them was as likely as the reft. But during this great difco-

very of thirty miles, (^which might as well have been done by one man, and much
more, for the value of a pound of copper at a feafonable time,) they had the pinnace

and all the boats with them, but one that remained with me to ferve the fort. In their

abfence I followed the new begun works of pitch and tar, glafs, foap-aflies, and clap-

board, whereof fome fmall quantities we have fent you. But if you rightly confider

what an infinite toil it is in Ruffia and Sweden, where the woods are proper for nothing

elfe, and though there be the help both of man and beaft in thofe ancient common-
wealths, which many an hundred years have ufed it, yet thouftnds of thofe poor people

can fcarce get neccifaries to live, but from hand to mouth. And though your fadors

there can buy as much in a week as will freight you a fhip, or as much as you pleafe, you

mufl: not expe£l from us any fuch matter, which are but a many of ignorant miferable

fouls, that are fcarce able to get wherewith to live, and defend ourfelves againft the

inconftant favages: findingbut here and there a tree fit forthe purpofe, and want all things

elfe that the Ruffians have. For the coronation of Powhatan, by whofe advice you

fent him fuch prefents, I know not ; but this give me leave to tell yoa, I fear they will

be the confufion of us all ere we hear from you again. At your fliip's arrival, the

favages harveft was newly gathered, and we going to buy it, our own not being half

fufficient for fo great a number. As for the two fliips loading of corn, Newport pro-

mifed to provide us from Powhatan, he brought us but fourteen bufliels ; and from

the Mcnacans nothing, but the moll of the men fick and near famiflied. From your

fliip we had not provifion in victuals worth twenty pounds, and we are more than two

hundred to live upon this ; the one half fick, the other little better. For the failors

(I confefs; they daily make good cheer, but our diet is a little meal and water, and not

9 fufficient
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fufficient of that. Though there be fifli in the fea, fowls in the air, and beads In the
woods, their bounds are lb large, they fo wild, and we fo weak and ignorant, we can-

not much trouble them. Captain Newport we much fufpea to be the author of thofe

inventions. Now that you fhould know I have made you as great a difcovery as he,

for lefs charge than he fpendeth you every meal, I have fent you this map of the bay
and rivers, with an annexed relation of the countries and nations that inhabit them, as

you may fee at large. Alfo two barrels of ftones, and fuch as I take to be good iron

ore at the leaft ; fo divided, as by their notes you may fee in what places I found them.
The foldiers fay, many of your officers maintain their families out of that you fend us ;

and that Newport hath an hundred pounds a year for carrying news. For every mafter

you have yet fent can find the way as well as he, fo that an hundred pounds might be
fpared, which is more than we have all, that help to pay him wages. Captaii\ RatliiF

is now called Sicklemore, a poor counterfeited impofture. I have fent you him home,
left the company fliould cut his throat. What he is, now every one can tell you : if

he and Archer return again, they are fufficient to keep us always in fadions. When
you fend again I entreat you rather fend but thirty carpenters, hufbandmen, gardeners,

fifliermen, blackfmiths, mafons, and diggers up of trees, roots, well provided, than

a thoufand of fuch as we have : for except we be able both to lodge them, and feed

them, the moft will confume with uant of neceflaries before they can be made good
for any thing. Thus if you pleafe to confider this account, and of the unneceffary

wages to Captain Newport, or his fliip's fo long lingering and ftaying here (for notwith-

ftanding his boafting to leave us viftuals for twelve months, though we had eighty-nine

by this difcovery lame and fick, and but a pint of corn a day for a man, we were con-

ftrained to give him three hoglheads of that to vidtual him homeward) or yet to fend

into Germany or Poland for glafs men and the reft, till we be able to fuftain ourfelves,

and relieve them when they come. It were better to give five hundred pound a ton for

thofe grofs commodities in Denmark, than fend for them hither, till more neceifary

things be provided. For in over-toiling our weak and unfkilful bodies, to fatisfy this

defire of prefent profit, we can fcarce ever recover ourfelves from one fupply to ano-

ther : and I humbly entreat you hereafter, let us know what we fliouId receive, and
not ftand to the failors courtefy to leave us what they pleafe, elfe you may charge us

with what you will, but we not you with any thing. Thefe are the caufes that have

kept us in Virginia, from laying fuch a foundation, that ere this might have given much
better content and fatisfadion ; but as yet you muft not look for any profitable returns :

fo I humbly reft.

The names of thofe in this fupply were thefe ; with their proceedings and acci*

dents

:

Mr.

Captain Peter Wynne, 1 • i . l c t -i

Captain Richard Waldo, \
^^'" appomted to be of tne council.

Francis Weft, brother to the Lord La Warre.
Thomas Graves,

Raleigh Chroftiaw,

Gabriel Beadle,

John Beadle,

John Rufl"ell,

William RufTell,

John Cuderingtonj

William Sambage,

Henry Leigh,

Henry Philpot,

>Gc-nt. Llarmon Harrlfon,

Daniel Tucker,

Henry Collins,

Hugh Wollefton,

Gent.

John
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JohnHoult,
Thomas Norton,
George Yarington,

George Burton,

Thomas Abbay,
William Dowman,
Thomas Maxes,
?.Iichael Lowick,
Rlr. Hunt,
Thomas Forreft,

John Dauxe,

Thomas Phelps,

John Prat,

John Clarke,

Jeffrey Shortridge,

Dionis Oconor,
Hugh Wynne,
David ap Hugh,
Thomas Bradley,

John Burras,

>Gent.

> Tradefmen.

Thomas Lavander,

Henry Bell,

Mr. Powell,

David Ellis,

Thomas Gibfon,

Thomas Dawfe,

Thomas Mallard,

William Tavlor,

Thomas Fox,
Nicholas Hancock,
Walker,
Williams,

Floud,

Morlev,

Rofe,

'

Scot,

Hardwvn,

1
I

} Tradefmen.

I

J

» Labourers,

J

J

Boys.

Mrs. Forreft, and Anne Burras her maid ;

others, to the number of feventy perfons, &:c

Millman,

HiUiard, j

eight Dutchmen and Poles, with fome

Thefe poor conclufions fo affrighted us all with famine, that the prefident provided
for Nanfamund, and took with him Captain Wynne, and Mr. Scrivener, then return-

ing from Captain Newport. Thefe people alfo long denied him not onlv the four hun-
dred bafkets of corn they promifed, but any trade at all

;
(excufmg themfelves they

had fpent moft they had, and were commanded by Powhatan to keep that they had,
and not to let us come into their river) till we were conftrained to begin with them per-

force. Upon the difcharging of our mufkets they all fled and (hot not an arrow ; the

firft houfe we came to we fct on fire, which when they perceived, they defired we
would make no more fpoil, and they would give us half they had : how they colleded
it I know not, but before night they loaded our three boats ; and fo we returned to

cur quarter fome four miles down t)ie river, which was only the open woods under the
lay of a hill, where all the ground was covered with fnow, and hard frozen ; the
ftiow we digged away and made a great fire in the place ; when the ground was well

dried, we turned away the fire ; and covering the place with a mat, there we lay very
warm. To keep us from the wind we made a (hade of another mat ; as the wind
turned we turned our (hade, and when the ground grew cold we removed the fire.

And thus many a cold winter night have we Iain in this miferable manner, yet thofe

that moft commonly went upon all thofe occafions, were alwavs in health, lufly, and
fat. For fparing them this year, the next year they promifed to plant purpofely for

us ; and fo we returned to James Town. About this time there was a marriage
betw.xt JohnLaydon and Anne Burras; which was thefirft marriage we had in Virginia.

Long he ftaid not, but fitting himfelf and Captain Waldo with two barges. From
Chawopoweanock, and all parts thereabouts, all the people were fled, as being jealous
of our intents, till wedifcovered the river and people ofApamatuck; where we found not
much, that they had we equally divided, but gave them copper, and fuch tilings as con-

tented
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tented them in confideration. Mr, Scrivener and Lieutenant Percie went alfo abroad,

but could find nothing.

The prefident feeing the procrailinaiing of time, was no courfc to live, I'cfolved, with

Captain Waldo, (whom he know lo be fure in time cf need) to furprife Powhatan, and

all his provifion, but the unwillingncfs of Captain Winne and Mr. Scrivener, for

fome private refpect, plotted in England to ruin Captain Smith, did their bed to hinder

the projed ; but the prefident, whom no perfuafions could perfuade to ftarve, being in-

vited by Powhatan to come unto him ; and if he would fend him but men to build him
a houfe, give him a grindftone, fifty fwords, fome pieces, a cock and a hen, wiih much
copper and beads, he would load his Ihip with corn. The prefident, not ignorant of

his devifes and fubtilty, yet unwilling to negle£t any opportunity, prefently fent three

Dutchmen and two Englifh, having fo fmall allowance, few were able to do any thing

to purpofe ; knowing there needed no better a caftle to effect this project, took order

with Captain Waldo to fecond him, if need required ; Scrivener he left his fubflitute,

and fet forth with the pinnace, two barges, and forty-fix men, which only were fuch as

voluntarily offered themfelves for his journey, the which, by reafon of I\Ir. Scrivener's

ill fuccefs, was cenfured very defperate, they all knowing Smith would not return

empty, if it were to be had ; howfoever, it caufed many of thofe that he had ap-

pointed, to find excufes to flay behind.

CHAP. VIII.— Captain Smith's Journey to Pamaunkee.

THE 29th of December he fet forward for Werawocomoco ; his companions were

thefe

:

In the Difcovery barge himfelf.

Robert Behethland

Nathaniel Graves

John Ruffell

Raleigh Chraftiow

Michael Sicklemore

Richard Worley

;> Gent.

In the pinnace.

Lieut. Percy, brother to the Earlof Northumberland.
Mr. Francis Weft, brother to the Lord La Warre.
William Phittiplace, Captain of the pinnace.

Michael Phittiplace

Anas Todkill

William Love
William Bentlev

Jeffery Shortridge

Edward Pifing

William Ward

Jeffery Abbott, ferjeant

William Fankard

George Yarington

Gent.

Soldiers.

. Soldiers.

James Browne
Edward Brinton

George Burton

Thomas Coe
John Dods
Henry Powell

Jonas Profit, mafter.

Robert Ford, clerk of the council.

Thomas Gibfon, David Ellis, Nathaniel Peacock, failors ; John Prat, George Acrig,

James Read, Nicholas Hancock, James Watkins, Thomas Lambert, four Dutchmen,
and Richard Salvage, were fent by land before, to build the houfe for Powhatan againft

our arrival.

This company being victualled but for three or four days, lodged the firfl night at

Warrafkoyack, where the prefident took fufficient provifion. This kind King did his befl

to divert him from feeing Powhatan j but perceiving he could not prevail, he advifed in
*
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this manner :
" Captain Smith, you fliall find Powhatan to ufe you kindly, but truft hira

not, and be iure he have no opportunity to feize on your arms, for he hath fent for you
only to cut your throats." The captain thanking him for his good counfel, yet the better

to try his love, defircd guides to Chawwonock, for he woukl fend a prefent to that King,

to bind him his friend. To perform this journey was fent Mr. Sicklemore, a very vaHantj

honefl, and painful foldier ; with him two guides, and direftions how to feek for the

loft company of Sir Waker Raleigh, and filk grafs. Then we departed thence, the

prefident affuring the King perpetual love ; and left with him Samuel Collier, his page,

to learn the language.

So this King's deeds by facred oath adjiir'J,

More wary proves, and circiutifpeft by odds ;

Fearing at lead his double forfeiture.

To offend his friends, and fui againil his gods.

The next night being lodged at Kecoughtan ; fix or feven days the extreme wind,

rain, froft, and fnow, caufed us to keep Chriftmas among the flivagcs, vi'here we were
never more merry, nor fed on more plenty of good oyfters,fifli,flefli, wild-fowl, and good
bread ; nor ever had better fires in England, than in the dry fmoaky houfes of Ke-
coughtan ; but departing thence, when we found no houfes, we were not curious in

any weather to lie three or four nights together under the trees by a fire, as formerly is

faid. An hundred and forty-eight fowls the prefident, Anthony Bagnall, and Serjeant

Pifing did kill at three fliots. At Kifkiack, the froft and contrary winds forced us three

or four days alfo (to fupprefs the infolence of thofe proud favages) to quarter in their

houfes, yet guard our barge, and caufe them to give us what we wanted ; though we
were but twelve and himfelf, yet we never wanted fhelter where we found any houfes.

The 12th of January we arrived at Werowocomoco, where the river was frozen nearly

half a mile from the fhore ; but to negledt no time, the prefident with his barge fo far

had approached by breaking the ice, as the ebb left him amongft thofe oozy flioals,yet ra-

ther than to lie there frozen to death, by his own example he taught them to march
near middle deep, a flight fliot through this muddy frozen ooze. When the barge
floated, he appointed two or three to return her on board the pinnace. Where for

want of water in melting the ice, they made frefli water, for the river there was fait.

But in this march Mr. R.ufl"ell, (whom none could perfuade to ftay behind) being fome-
what ill, and exceeding heavy, fo overtoiled himfelf, as the reft had much ado (ere he
got afliore) to regain life into his dead benumbed fpirits. Quartering in the next
houfes we found, we fent to Powhatan for provifion, who fent us plenty of bread, tur-

kies, and venifon ; the next day, having feafted us after his ordinary manner, he began
to a(k us when we would be gone, feigning, he fsnt not for us, neither had he any corn,

and his people much lefs
;

yet, for forty (words he would procure us forty bafkets.

The prefident (hewing him the men there prefent that brought him the mcffage and
conditions, a(ked Powhatan how it chanced he became fo forgetful ; thereat the king
concluded the matter with a merry laughter, afking for our commodities, but none he
liked without guns and fwords, valuing a bafket of corn more precious than a balket

of copper, faying, he could rate his corn, but not the copper.

Captain Smith feeing the intent of this fubtle lavage, began to deal with him after

this manner : Powhatan, though I had many courfes to have made my provifion, yet

believing your promifcs to fupply my wants, Incglccled all to fatisfy your dofire ; and
lo teftify my love, I fent you my men for your building, neglecting my own. What
your people had you have engrolfed, forbidding them our trade j and uow you think,

by
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by conruming the time, wc fliall confume for want, not having to fulfil your ftrange

demands. As for fwords and guns, I told you long ago I had none to fparc ; and you

muft know thofe I have can keep me from want
;
yet fteal or wrong you I will not,

nor diflblve that friendfliip we have mutually promifed, except you conftraia me by our

bad ufage.

The King having attentively lillened to this difcourfe, promifed that both he and his

country would fpare him what he could, the which within two days they fhould receive.

" Yet Captain Smith, (faith the King,) fome doubt I have of your coming hither, that

makes me not fo kindly feek to relieve you as I would : for many do inform me, your

coming hither is not for trade, but to invade my people, and poffefs my country, who

dare not come to bring you corn, feeing you thus armed with your men. To free us of

this fear, leave aboard your weapons, for here they are needlefs, we being all friends,

and for ever Povvhatans."

With many fuch difcourfes they fpent the day, quartering that night in the King's

houfes. The next day he renewed his building, which he little intended fhould pro-

ceed. For the Dutchmen finding his plenty, and knowing our want, and perceiving

his preparations to furprife us, little thinking we could efcape both him and famine,

(to obtain his favour) revealed to him fo much as they knew of our eftates and projeds,

and how to prevent them. One of them being of fo great a fpirit, judgement, and

refolution, and a hireling that was certain of his wages for his labour, and ever well

ufed, both he and his counfrymen, that the prefident knew not whom better to truft

;

and not knowing any fitter for that employment, had fent him as a fpy to difcover

Powhatan's intent, then little doubting his honefty, nor could ever be certain of his

villany till near half a year after.

Whilft we expefted the coming in of the country, we wrangled out of th e King ten

quarters of corn for a copper kettle, the which the prefident perceiving him much to

afFe£l, valued it at a much greater rate ; but in regard of his fcarcity he would accept

it, provided we fhould have as much more the next year, or elfe the country of

Monacan. Wherewith each feemed well contented, and Powhatan began to expoftulate

the difference of peace and war after this manner.
" Captain Smith, you may underftand that I having feen the death of all my people

thrice, and not any one living of thofe three generations but myfelf; I know the dif-

ference of peace and war better than any in my countiy. But now I am old and ere

long muff die, iny brethren, namely Opitchapam, Opechancanough, and Kekataugh,

my two fifters, and their two daughters, are dillinclly each others fucceffors. I wifh

their experience no lefs than mine, and your love to them no lefs than mine to you.

But this bruit from Nandfamund, that you are come to deftroy my country, fo much
affrighteth all my people as they dare not vifit you. What will it avail you to take

that by force you may quickly have by love, or to deftroy them that provide you food?

What can you get by war, when we can hide our provifions and fly to the woods ?

whereby you mufl famifh by wronging us, your friends. And why are you thus jealous

of our loves, feeing us thus unarmed, and both do, and are willing ftill to teed you,

with that you cannot get but by our labours? Think you I am fo funple not to know it is

better to eat good meat, lie well, and lleep quietly with my women and children, laugh

and be merry with you, have copper, hatchets, or what I want, being your friend, than

be forced to fly from all, to lie cold in the woods, feed upon acorns, roots, and fuch

trafh, and be fo hunted by you that I can neither reft, eat, nor fleep ; but iny tired men
muft watch, and if a twig but break, every one crieth, There cometh CaptainSmith! then

muft Ifly I knownot whither : and thus with miferable fear end my miferable life, leaving

M 2 my
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my pleafures to fuch youths as you, which, through your rafh unadvifednefs, may quickly

as miferably end, for wantof that you never know where to find. Let this therefore affure

you of our loves, and every year our friendly trade fliall furniflryou with corn } and
now alfo, if you would come in friendly manner to fee us, and not thus with your

guns and fwords as to invade your foes."

To thisfubtle difcourfe the prefident thus replied :

" Seeing you will not rightly conceive of our words, we ftrive to make you know our
thoughts by our deeds ; the vow I made you of my love, both myfelf and my men have

kept. As for your promife I find it every day violated by fome of your fubjeds : yet

we finding your love and kindnefs, our cuftom is lo far from being ungrateful, that

for your fake only, we have curbed our thirfUng defire of revenge ; eife had they

known as well the cruelties we ufe to our enemies, as our true love and courtefy to our

friends. And I think your judgement fufficient to conceive, as well by the adventures

we have undertaken, as by the advantage we have (by our arms) of yours, that had

we intended you any hurt, long ere this we could have effefted it. Your people com-

ing to James Town are entertained with their bows and arrows without any excep-

tions; we efteeming it with you as it is with us, to wear our arms as our apparel. As
for the danger of our enemies, in fuch wars confift our chiefefl pleafure : for your

riches we have no ufe : as for the hiding your provifions, or by your flying to the

woods, we fliall not fo unadvifedly fliarve as you conclude ;
your friendly care in that

behalf is needlefs, for we have a rule to find beyond your knowledge."

Many other difcourfes they had, till at lall they began to trade. But the King feeing

his will would not be admitted as a law, our guard difperfed, nor our men difarmed,

he fighing breathed his mind once more in this manner.
" Captain Smith, I never ufe any Werowance fo kindly as yourfelf, yet from you I

receive the leafl: kindnefs of any. Captain Newport gave me fwords, copper, clothes,

a bed, towels, or what I defired ; ever taking what I offered him, and would fend

away his guns when I intreated him: none doth deny to lie at my teet, or retufe to do

what I defire, but only you ; of whom I can have nothing but what you regard not,

and yet you will have whatfoever you demand. Captain Newport you call father, and

fo you call me ; but I fee for all us both you will do what you lifl;, and we mufl; both

feek to content you. But if you intend fo friendly as you fay, fend hence your arms,

that I may believe you ; for you fee the love I bear you, doth caufe me thus nakedly to

forget myfelf."

Smith feeing this favage but trifle the time to cut his throat, procured the favages to

break the ice that his boat might come to fetch his corn and him : and gave order for

more men to come on (hore, to furprife the King, with whom alfo he but trifled the

time till his men were landed : and to keep him from fufpicion, entertained the time

with this reply:

" Powhatan you mufl; know, as I have but one God, 1 honour but one King ; and I

live not here as your fubjeft, but as your friend to pleafure you with what I can. By
the gifts you befl;ow on me, you gain more than by trade : yet would you vifit me as I

do you, you Ihould know it is not our cuftom to fell our courtefy as a vendible com-
njodity. Bring all your country with you for your guard, I will not diflike it as being

over jealous. But to content you, to-morrow I will leave my arms, and trufl: to your

promife. 1 call you father indeed, and as a father you Ihall fee I will love you : but

thefmall careyou haveof fuch a child caufed my men to perfuade me to look to myfelf."

By this time Powhatan having knowledge his men were ready whilfl; the ice was a

breaking, with his luggage, women, and children, fled. Yet to avoid fufpicion, left two

10 or
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or three of the women talking with the captain, whilft he fecretly ran away, and his

men that fecretly befet the houfe. Which being prefcntly difcovered to Captain Smith,

with his piftol, fword,flnd target he madefucha palfage among thefe naked devils, that

at his firft fhoot, they next him tumbled one over another, and the reft quickly fled

fome one way, fome another : fo that without any hurt, only accompanied with John

RuflTell, he obtained the corps du guard. When they perceived him fo well efcaped,

and with his eighteen men (for he had no more with him on fhore) , to the uttermoft of

their ikill they fought excufes to diflemble the matter : and Powhatan to excufe his

flight and the fudden coming of this multitude, fent our Captain a great bracelet and

a chain of pearl, by an ancient orator that befpoke us to this purpofe, perceiving

even then from our pinnace, a barge and men departing and coming unto us.

" Captain Smith, our Werowance is fled, fearing your guns, and knowing when the

ice was broken there would come more men, fent thefe numbers but to guard his corn

from ftealing, that might happen without your knowledge : now though fome be hurt

by your miiprifion, yet Powhatan is your friend and fo will for ever continue. Now
fmce the ice is open, he would have you fend away your corn, and if you would have

his company, fend away alfo vour guns, which fo aftrighteth his people, that they dare

not come to you as he promifed they fliould."

Then having provided bafl^ets for our men to carry our corn to the boats, they

kindly offered their fervice to guard our arms that none fliould fteal them. A great

many they were of goodly well proportioned fellows, as grim as devils
; yet the very

fight of cockmg our matches and being to let fly, a few words caufed them to leave

their bows and arrows to our guard, and bear down our corn on their backs ; we
needed not importune them to make-difpatch. But our barges being left on the oofe

by the ebb, caufed us ftay till the next high water, fo that we returned again to our'

old quarter. Powhatan and his Dutchmen burfting with defire to have the head of

Captain Smith, for if they could but kill him they thought all was theirs, neglefted

not any opportunity to effett his purpofe. Ihe Indians with all the merry fports they

could devife, fpent the time till night, then they all returned to Powhatan, who all this

time was making ready his forces to furprife the houfe and him at fupper, notwith-

ftanding the eternal all-feeing God did prevent him, and by a ftrange means ; for

Pocahontas, his deareft jewel and daughter, in that dark night came through the irk-

fome woods, and told our captain great cheer fliould be fent us by-and-by, but

Powhatan and all the power he could make, would after come kill us all, if they that

brought it could not kill us with our own weapons when we were at fuppsr. There-

fore if we would live flie wiflied us prefently to be gone. Such things as flie delighted

in he would have given her, but with the tears running down her cheeks, flie faid flie

durft not be feen to have any, for if Powhatan fliould koow it flie were bu: dead,

and fo flie ran away by herfelf as flie came. Within lefs then an hour came e.-ght or

ten lufty fellows v/ith great platters of venifon and other viftuals, very impor^-'nnate to

have us put out our matches (whofe fmoke made them fick) and fit dcvn to our

viftuals. But the captain made them tafte every difli, which done, he»ent fome of

them back to Powhatan, to bid him make hafte, for he was prepared ^f his coming.

As for them he knew they came to betray him at his fupper, but ^^ would prevent

them and all their other intended villanies, fo that they might ^ gone. Not long

after came more meflTengers to fee what news, not long after th-'f" others. Thus we
fpent the night as vigilantly as they till it was high water, yet eemed to the favages as

friendly as they to us, and that we were fo defirous to giy- Powhatan content, as he

requelled, we did leave him Edward Brynton to kill hin^*ow'j ^""-^ 'he Dutchmen to

finifli
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finifli his houfe ; thinking at our return from Pamaunkee the frofl would be gone,

and then we might find a better opportunity if neceffity did occafion it, little dreaming

yet of the Dutchmen's treachery, whofe humour well fuited this verfe :

Is any free, that may not live as freely as he lift ?

Let us live fo, then we're as free and bnuifli as the bcft.

CHAP. IX.— How we cfcapedfurprifing at Pamaunkee.

WE had no fonner fet fail but Powhatan returned, and fent Adam and Francis

(two flout Dutchmen) to James Town, who feigning to Captain Winne that all things

were well, and that Captain Smith had ufe of their arms, wherefore they requefled

new (the which were given them) they told him their coming was for fome extraor-

dinary tools and fhift of apparel, by which colourable excufe they obtained fix or

feven more to their confederacy, fuch expert thieves, that prefently furniflied them
with a great many fwords, pike-heads, pieces, fliot, powder, and fuch like, favages

they had at hand to carry it away, and the next day they returned unfufpefted,

leaving their confederates to follow, and in the interim to convey them fuch things as

they could, for which fervice they fhould live with Powhatan, as his chief affected,

free from thofe miferies that would happen to the colony. Samuel, their other confort,

Powhatan kept for their pledge, whofe diligence had provided them three hundred of

their kind of hatchets, the reft fifty fwords, eight pieces, and eight pikes. Brynton

and Richard Salvage feeing the Dutchmen fo diligent to accommodate the favages

with weapons, attempted to have gotten to James Town, but they were apprehended,

and expected ever when to be put to death.

Within two or three days we arrived at Pamaunkee, the king as many days enter-

tained us with feafting and much mirth. And the day appointed to begin our trade,

the prcfident, Lieutenant Percie, Mr, Wefl, Mr. Rulfell, Mr. Behethland, Mr. Crafliaw,

Mr. Powell, Mr. Ford, and fome others to the number of fifteen, went up to Opechan-

canough's houfe a quarter of a mile from the river, where we found nothing but a

lame fellow and a boy, and all the houfes round about of all things abandoned. Not
long we flayed ere the king arrived, and after him came divers of his people loaden

with bows and arrows, but fuch pinching commodities, and thofe efleemed at fuch a

value, as our captain began with the king after this manner

:

" Opechancanough, the great love you profefs with your tongue feems mere deceit

by your actions. Laft year you kindly freighted our fhip, but now you have invited

me to flarve with hunger, you know my want, and I your plenty, of which by fome
meatis I mufl have part, remember it is fit for kings to keep their promife. Here are

my commodities, whereof take your choice, the reft I will proportion fit bargains for

your people.'

The ring fccmed kindly to accept his offer, and the better to colour his project,

fold us wliit they had to our own content, promifing the next day more company,
better proVi^ed. The barges and pinnace being committed to the charge of

Mr. PhetiplacL the prefident, with his old fifteen, marched up to the King's houfe,

where we found four or five men newly arrived, each with a great bafket. Not long

after came the Kii^j.^ vvho with a flraincd cheerfulnefs held us with dilcourfe what
pains he had taken ti. l^eep his promife ; till Mr. Ruffell brought us in news that wc
were all betrayed, for a leaft feven hundred favages well armed had environed the

houfe and befet the fielL,. The King conjecturing what Ruffel related, we could

well
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wgU perceive how the extremity of his fear bewrayed his intent, whereat fonie of our

company feeming difmayed with the thought of fuch a muUltude, the captain

encouraged us to this effecl::

" Vv''or!hy countrymen, wer-i the milchiefs of my feeming friends no more than the

danger of thefe eneniies, I little cared were they as many more, if you dare do but as I.

But this is my torment, that if I efcape them cur malicious council with their open

mouthed minions, will make me fuch a peace-breaker (in their opinions in England)

as will break my neck. 1 could wifh thofe here, that make thefe feem-laints and me
an oppreflbr. But this is the word of all, wherein I pray you aid me with your

opinions. Should we begin with them and furprife the King, we cannot keep him
and defend well ourfelves. If we fiiould each kill our man and fo proceed with all in

the houi'c, the reft will all fly, then fliall we get no more than the bodies that are ilain,

and fo fiarve lor viduals. As for their fury it is the leaft danger, for well you know,
'^''

being alone alTaulted with two or three hundred of them, I made them by the help of

God, compound to fave my life. And we are fixteen, and they but feven hundred at

the moll ; and alTure yourfelvcs, God will fo affift us that if you dare (land but to

difcharge your pieces, the very fmoke will be fufficient to affiight them. Yet how- '

foever, let us fight like men and not die like fheep, for by that means you know God
hath often delivered me, and fo I truti will now. But firll I will deal with theni to

bring it to pafs we may fight for fomething;, and draw them to it by conditions. If

you like this motion promife me you will be valiant."

The time not permitting any argument, all vowed to execute whatfoever he attempted

or die: whereupon the captain in plain terms told the King this:

" I fee Opechancanough your plot to murder me, but I fear it not. As yet your

men and mine have done no harm but by our direction. Take therefore your arms,

you fee mine, my body fliall be as naked as yours, the ifle in your river is a fit place

if you be contented, and the conqueror of us two Ihall be lord and mafter over all

our men. If you have not enough take time to fetch more and bring what number
you will, fo every one bring a bafket of corn, againfh all which I will (take the value

in copper, you fee I have but fifteen, and our game fhall be, the conqueror take all.'*

The King being guarded with forty or fifty of his chief men, feemed kindly to

appeafe Smith's fufpicion of unkindnefs, by a great prefent at the door, they entreated

him to receive ; this was to draw him out of the door, v/here the bait was guarded with

at leaft two hundred men, and thirty lying under a great tree (that lay thwart as a

barricado) each his arrow knocktready to (hoot. The prefident commanded one to go fee

what kind of deceit this was, and to receive the prefent, but he refufed to do it, yet

the gentlemen and all the reft were importunate to go, but he would not permit them,
being vexed at that coward : and commanded Lieutenant Percie, IN'Ir. Weft, and the

reft to make good the houfe, Mr. Powell and Mr. Behethland he couimanded to

guard the door, and in fuch a rage fnatched the King by his long lock in the midft of

his men, with his piftol ready bent againft his breaft. Thus he led the trembling

King near dead with fear amongft all his people, who delivering the captain his vam-
brace, bow, and arrows, all his men were eanly entreated to caft down their arms,

little dreaming any durft in that manner have ufed their King, who then to efcape

himfelf beftowed his prefents in good fadnefs, and caufing a great many of them
come before him unarmed, holding the King by the hair (as is faid) he fpake to thenv

to this effecf

:

" 'I fee (you Pamaunkces) the great defire you have to kill me, and my long fufter-

ing your injuries hath emboldened you to this prefumption. The caufe I have for-

9 borne
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borne your infolences is the promife I made you (before the God I ferve) to be your
friend till you give nie jufl: caufe to be your enemy. If I keep this vow my God will

keep me, you cannot hurt me, if I break it, he will deftroy me. But if you Ihoot but

one arrow to flied one drop of blood of any of my men, or fteal the leafl: of thefe

beads or copper, I fpurn here before you with my foot
;
you fliall fee I will not ceafe

revenge (if once I begin ) fo long as I can hear where to find one of your nation that

will not deny the name of Pamaunkee. I am not now at Raffaweak half drowned with

mire, where you took me prifoner, yet then for keeping your promife and your good
ufage and faving my life, I fo affeft you, that your denials of your treachery do half

perfuade me to miftake myfelf. But if I be the mark you aim at, here I ftand, fhoot

he that dare. You promifed to freight my (hip ere I departed, and fo you fhall, or I

mean to load her with your dead carcaffes, yet, if as friends you will come and trade,

I once more promife not to trouble you, except you give me the firfl: occafion; and your

King fhall be free and be my friend, for I am not come to hurt him or any of you."

Upon this away went their bows and arrows, and men, women, and children,

brought in their commodities, two or three hours they fo thronged about the prefident

and To overwearied him as he retired himfelf to reft, leaving Mr. Behethland and

Mr. Powell to receive their prefents ; but fome favages perceiving him faft afleep, and

the guard fomewhat carelefsly difperfed, forty or fifty of their choice men, each with a

club or an Englifh fword in his hand, began to enter the houfe, with two or three

hundred others that prefled to fecond them. The noife and hafte they made in did

fo fliake the houfe they awoke him from his fleep, and being half amazed with this

fudden fight, betook him ftrait to his fword and target, Mr. Chrafhaw and fome others

charged in like manner, whereat they quickly thronged fafter back than before for-

ward. 'I he houfe thus cleanfed, the King and fome of his ancients we kept yet with

him, who with a long oration excufed this intrufion. The reft of the day was fpent

with much kindnefs, the company again renewing their prefents with their beft provi-

fions, and whatfoever he gave them they feemed therewith well contented.

Now in the mean while fince our departure, this happened at our fort. Mr. Scri-

vener having received letters from England, to make himfelf either Casfar or nothing,

he began to decline in his affedion to Captain Smith, that ever regarded him as himfelf,

and was willing to crofs the furprifing of Powhatan. Some certain days after the pre-

fident's departure, he would needs go vifit the Ifle of Hogs, and took with him Cap-

tain Waldo (though the prefident had appointed him to be ready to fecond his occafions)

with Mr. Anthony Gofnoll and eight others ; but fo violent was the wind (that

extreme frozen time) that the boat funk, but where or how none doth know. The
IkifF was much over-loaden, and would fcarce have lived in that extreme tempeft had

fhe been empty ; but by no perfuafion he could be diverted, though both Waldo and

an hundred others doubted as it happened. The favages were the firft that found their

bodies, which fo much the more encouraged them to effeft their projeds. To advertife

the prefident of this heavy news, none could be found would undertake it, but the

journey was often refiifed of all in the fort, until Mr. Richard Wyffin undertook alone

the performance thereof.

In this journey he was encountered with many dangers and difficulties in all parts as

he pafled. As for that night he lodged with Powhatan, perceiving fuch preparation

for war, not finding the prefident there, he did afl'ure himfelf fome mifchief was in-

tended. Pocahontas hid him for a time, and fent them who purfued him the clean

contrary way to feek him ; but by her means, and extraordinary bribes, and much
trouble in three days travel, al length he found us in the midil of thefe turmoils.

This
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This unhappy news the prcfident fwore him to conceal from the company, and fo dif-

fembling his forrow with the belt countenance he could, when the night approached,

went fafcly on board with all his foldiers ; leaving Opechancanough at liberty, accord-

ing to his promife, the better to have Powhatan in his return.

Now fo extremely Powhatan had threatened the death of his men, if they did not by

fome means kill Captain Smith, that the next day they appointed all the country fhould

come to trade unarmed ;
yet unwilling to be treacherous, but that they were conflrained,

hating fighting with him almofl; as ill as hanging, fuch fear they had of bad fuccefs.

The next morning the fun had not long appeared, but the fields appeared covered with

people and bafkets, to tempt us on fhore ; but nothing was to be had without his pre-

fence, nor they would not indure the fight of a gun. When the prefident faw them
begin to depart, being unwilling to loofe fuch a booty, he fo well contrived the pin-

nace, and his barges with ambufcadts, as only with Lieutenant Percy, Mr. Weft, and

Mr. Ruflell, with their arms, went on fliore ; others he appointed unarmed to receive

tvhat was brought. The favages flocked before him in heaps, and the bank ferving as

a trench for a retreat, he drew them fair open to his ambufcades. For he not being

to be perfuadcd to go vifit their king, the king knowing the mofl: of them unarmed,

came to vifit him with two or three hundred men, in the form of two half moons ; and

with fome twenty men, and many women laden with painted bafkets. But when they

approached fomewhat near us, their women and children fled. For when they had
environed and befet the fields in this manner, they thought their purpofe fure, yet fo

trembled with fear as they were fcarce able io nock their arrows ; Smith Handing with

his three men ready bent, beholding them till they were within danger of our ambuf-

cades, who upon the word difcovcred themfelves, and he retired to the barge, which

the favages no fooncr perceived than away they fled, efteeming their heels for their

beft advantage.

That night we fent Mr. Chrafhaw and Mr. Ford to James Town, to Captain Winne.
In the way between Wcrowocomoco and the fort, they met four or five of the Dutch-
men's confederates going to Powhatan ; the which toexcufe thofe gentlemen's fufpicion

of their running to the lavages, returned to the fort, and there continued.

The favages hearing our barge go down the river in the night, were fo terribly afraid,

that we fent for more men (we having fo tnuch threatened their ruin, and the raifing of

their houfcs, boats, and wires j, that the next day the King fent our captain a chain of

pearl, to alter his purpofe and ftay his men
;
promifing, though they wanted themfelves,

to freight our fliip and bring it aboard to avoid fufpicion. So that five or fix days after,

from all parts of the country wiihin ten or twelve miles, in the extreme froft and fnow,

they brought us provifion on their naked backs.

Yet notwithftanding this kindnefs and trade, had their art and poifon been fufficient,

the prefident, Mr. Weft, and fome others, had been poifoned ; it made them fick, but

expelled itfelf. Wccuttanow, a ftout young fellow, knowing he was fufpefted for

bringing this prefent of poifon, with forty or fifty of his chief companions (feeing the

prefident but with a few men at Potauncak,) fo proudly braved it, as though he exped-

ed to encounter a revenge. Which the prefident perceiving in the midft of his com-
pany, did not only beat, but fpurncd like a dog, as fcorning to do him any worfe

mifchicf. Whereupon all of them fled into the woods, thinking they had done a great

matter to have fo well efcaped ; and the townfmen remaining, prefently freighted our

barge to be rid of our companies ; framing many excufes to cxcufe Wecuttanow,
(being fon to their chief King, but Powhatan) and told us if we would {hew them him

VOL. XIII. N that
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that brought the poifon, they would deliver him to us to puniTn as we pleafed. Men
may think it llrange there {hould be I'uch a Itir for a little corn ; but had it been gold,

with more eafe we might have got it ; and had it wanted, the whole colony had ftarved.

We may be thought very patient to endure all thofe injuries, yet only with fearing them
we got what they had. Whereas it we had taken revenge, then, by their lois, we
{hould have loft ourfelves. We fearched alfo the countries of Youghtanund and Mat-

tapanient, where the people imparted that little they had with fuch complaints and

tears from the eyes of women and children, as he had been too cruel to have been a

Chriflian, that would not have been fatisfied and moved with compaffion. But had

this happened in October, November, and December, when that unhappy difcovcry of

]\Ionacan was made, we might have freighted a fhip of forty tuns, and twice as much
might have been had from the rivers of Rapahanock, Patawomek, and Pawtuxunt.

The main occafion of our thus temporizing with them was to part friends as we
did, to give the lefs caufe of fufpicion to Powhatan to fly, by whom we now returned

•with a purpofe to have furprifed him and his provifion. For eifecting whereof (when
we came againft the town) the prefident fent Mr. Wyffin and Mr. Coe afliore to

difcover and make way for his intended project. But they found that thofe damned
Dutchmen had caufed Powhatan to abandon his new houfe and Werowocomoco, and

to carry away all his corn and provifion ; and the people they found fo ill affefted, thaJ

they were in great doubt how to efcape with their lives. So the prefident finding his

intent fruftrated, and that there was nothing now to be had, and therefore an unfit

time to revenge their abufes, fent Mr. Miciaacl Phittiplace by land to James Town,
where we failed with all the fpeed we could ; we having in this journey (for twenty-

five pounds of copper, and fifty pounds of iron and beads) enough to keep forty -fix

men fix weeks, and every man for his reward a month's provifion extraordinary (no

trade being allowed but for the ftore) ; we got near two hundred pounds weight of

deer fuet, and delivered to the Cape merchant four hundred and feventy-nine bufhels

of corn.

Thofe temporizing proceedings to fome may feem too charitable, to fuch a daily

daring, treacherous people : to others not pleafing, that we wafhed not the ground with

their blood, nor fhewed fuch ftrange inventions in mangling, murdering, ranlacking,

and deftroying (as did the Spaniards) the fimple bodies of fuch ignorant fouls ; nor

delightful, becaufe not ftufFed with relations of heaps and mines of gold and filver,

nor fuch rare commodities as the Portuguefe and Spaniards found in the Eail and Wefl
Indies ; the want whereof hath begot us (that were the firft undertakers) no lefs fcorn.

and contempt, than the noble conquefts and valiant adventures beautified with it, praife

and honour. Too much I confefs the world cannot attribute to their ever memorable
merit : and to clear us from the blind world's ignorant cenfure, thefe few words may
fuflice any reafonable underftanding.

It was the Spaniards good hap to happen in thofe parts where were infinite numbers
of people, who had manured the ground with that providence, it afforded vidtuals at all

times. And time had brought them to that perfedion, they had the ufe of gold and

filver, and the moft of fuch commodiiies as thole countries afforded : fo that, what
the Spaniard got was chiefly the fpoil and pillage of thofe country people, and not tfie

labours of their own hands. But had thofe fruitful countries been as favagc, as bar-

barous as ill peopled, as little planted, laboured, and manured, as Virginia, tiieir

proper labours it is likely would have produced as fmall profit as ours. But had Vir-

ginia been peopled, planted, manured, and adorned with fuch (toi'e of precious jewels,

and
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and nch commodities as was the Indies, then had we not gotten and done as much as by

their examples might be expected from us ; the world might then have traduced us and

our merits, and have made (hame and infamy our recompence and reward.

But we chanced in a land even as God made it, where we found only an idle, im-

provident, fcattercd people, ignorant of the knowledge of gold or filver, or any com^

modities, and carelefs of any thing but from hand to mouth, except baubles of no

worth ; nothing to encourage us but what accidentally we found nature afforded ;

uhich, ere we could bring to recompenfe our pains, defray our charges, and fatisfy

our adventurers, we were to difcover the country, fubdue the people, bring them to

be tradable, civil, and induftrious, and teach them trades, that the fruits of their

labours might make us fome recompence, or plant fuch colonies of our own, that mufl

firit make provifion how to live of themfelves, ere they can bring to perfection the

commodities of the country, which doubtlefs will be as commodious for England as

the Weft Indies for Spain, if ic be rightly managed, notwithftanding all our home-

bred opinions that will argue the contrary, as formerly fome have done againft the

Spaniards and Portuguefe. But to conclude, againft all rumour of opinion, I only

fay this, for thofe that the three firft years began this plantation, notvvithftanding all

their faftions, mutinies, and miferies, fo gently correfted and well prevented
;
perufe

the Spaniih decades, the relations of Mr. Hackluit, and tell me how many ever, with

fuch fmall means as a barge of twenty-two tons, foraetimes with feven, eight, or nine,

or but at moft twelve or fixteen men, did ever difcover fo many fair and navigable

rivers, fubjeft to fo many fcveral kings, people, and nations, to obedience and contri-

bution, with fo little bloodflied.

And if in the fearch of thofe countries we had happened where wealth had been,

we had as furely had it as obedience and contribution ; but if we have overlkipped it,

we will not envy them that Ihall find it : yet can we not but lament it was our fortunes

so end, when we had but only learned how to begin, and found the right courfe how-

to proceed.

By Richard Wyffin, William Phittiplace, Jeffrey Abbot,
and Anas Todkill.

CHAP. X.—Ho-jj the Savages beca?nefubjen to the EitgliJJ}.

WHEN the fliips departed, all the provifion of the ftore (but that the prefident had
gotten) was fo rotten with the laft fummer's rain, and eaten with the rats and worms,
as the hogs would fcarcely eat it

5
yet it was the foldiers' diet till our return, fo that

we found nothing done, but our viduals fpent, and the moft part of our tools, and a
good part of^ our arms conveyed to the favages. But now cafting up the ftore, and
finding fufficient till the next harveft, the fear of ftarving was abandoned, and the
company divided into tens, fifteens, or as the bufinefs required ; fix hours each day
was fpent in work, the reft in paftime and m.erry exercifes ; but the untowardnefs of
the greateft number caufed the prefident to advife as followeth

:

" Countrymen, the long experience of our late miferies, I hope, is fufficient to per-
fuade every one to a prefent corredion of himfelf, and think not that either my pains,
nor the adventurers' purfes, will ever maintain you in idlenefs and floth. I fpeak not
this to you all, for divers of you I know deferve both honour and reward, better than
is yet here to be had ; but the greater part muft be moje induftrious or ftarve, how-
ever you have been heretofore tolerated by the authority of the council, from that I

N a have
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have often commanded you. You fee now that power refleth wholly in myfelf : yoa

mufl obey this now for a law, that he that will not work {hall not eat (except by fick-

nefs he be difabled) ; for the labours of thirty or forty honeil and induftrious men Ihall

not be confumed to maintain a hundred and fifty idle loiterers : and though you pre-

fume the authority here is but a fliadow, and that I dare not touch the lives of any,

but my own mufl: anfwer it, the letters patent fliall each week be read to you, whofe

contents will tell you the contrary. I would wilh you, therefore, without contempt,

feek to obferve thefe orders fet down, for there are now no more counfellors to pro-

te£t you, nor curb my endeavours. Therefore, he that offendeth let him alTuredly

expeft his due punifliment."

He made alfo a table, as a public memorial of every man's deferts, to encourage

the good, and with fliame to fpur on ihe refl; to amendment. By this many became
very indufl:rious, yet more by punifliment performed their bufinefs, for all were fo

taflvcd, that there was no excufe could prevail to deceive him
;

yet the Dutchmen's

conforts fo clofely conveyed them powder, fliot, fwords, and tools, that though we
could find the defed, we could not find by whom till it was too late.

All this time the Dutchmen remaining with Powhatan (who kindly entertained them
to inftrudt the favages the ufe of our arms), and their conforts not following them as

they expefted, to know the caufe they fent Francis, their companion, a (lout young
fellow, difguifed like a favage, to the glafs-houfe, a place in the woods, near a mile

from James Town, where was their rendezvous for all their unfufpecled villainy. Forty

men they procured to lie in ambufcade for Captain Smith, who no fooner heard of this

Dutchman, but he fent to apprehend him (but he was gone)
;

yet to crofs his return

to Powhatan, the Captain prefently difpatched twenty fhot after him,'himfelf return-

ing from the glafs-houfe alone. By the way he encountered the King of Pafpahegh, a

moft flrong, flout favage, whofe perfuafions not being able to perfuade him to his am-
bufh, feeing him only armed but with a falchion, attempted to have fliot him ; but

the prefident prevented his fhot by grappling with him, and the favages as well pre-

vented him for drawing his falchion, and perforce bore him into the river to have

drowned them. Long they flruggled in the water, till the prefident got fuch hold on

his throat, he had near ftrangled the King ; but having drawn his falchion to cut off

his head, feeing how pitifully he begged his life, he led him prifoner to James Town,
and put him in chains.

The Dutchman ere long was alfo brought in, whofe villainy, though all this time it

was fufpedted, yet he feigned fuch a formal excufe, that for want of language Captain

Winne underftood him not rightly, and for their dealings with Powhatan, that to fave

their lives they were conftrained to accommodate his arms, of whom he extremely

complained to have detained them perforce, and that he made this efcape with the

hazard of his life, and meant not to have returned, but was only walking in the

woods to gather walnuts. Yet for all this fair tale there was fo fmall appearance of

truth, and the plain confeflion of Pafpahegh of his treachery, he went by the heels.

Smith purpofing to regain the Dutchmen by the laving his life. The poor favage did

his beft by his daily meffengers to Powhatan, but all returned that the Dutchmen would
not return, neither did Powhatan ftay them, and to bring them fifty miles on his men's

backs they were not able. Daily this King's wives, children, and people came to vifit

him with prefents, which he liberally beflowed to make his peace. Much trufl they

had in the prefident's promife ; but the King finding his guard negligent, though fet-

tered yet cfcapcd. Captain Winne thinking to purfue him, found fuch troops of

favages to hinder his palfage, as they exchanged many voUies of fliot for flights of

1 i arrows.
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arrows. Captain Smith hearing of this in returning to the fort, took two favages

prifoners, called Kemps and Tuffore, the two moft exaft villains in all the country.

With thefe he fent Captain Winne and fifty choice men, and Lieutenant Percie, to have

regained the King, and revenged this injury, and fo had done, if they had followed

his directions, or been advifed with thofe two villains, that would have betrayed both

King and kindred for a piece of copper ; but he trifling away the night, the favages

the next morning, by the rifmg of the fun, braved him to come afliore to fight : a

good time both fides let fly at other, but we heard of no hurt, only they took two

canoes, burnt the King's houfe, and fo returned to James Town.
The prefident, fearing thofe bravadoes would but encourage the favages, began again

himfelf to try his conclufions, whereby fix or feven were flain, as many made prifoners.

He burnt their houfes, took their boats, with all their f fhing wires, and planted fome
of them at James Town for his own ufe, and now refolved not to ceafe till he had
revenged himfelf of all who had injured him. But in his journey pafling by Pafpa-

hegh, towards Chickahamania, the favages did their befl: to draw him to their ambuf-

cades ; but feeing him regardlefsly pafs their country, all fliewed themfelves in their

bravefl: manner. To try their valour he could not but let fly ; and ere he could land,

they no fooner knew him, but they threw down their arms and defired peace. Their

orator was a lufl:y young fellow, called Okaning, whofe worthy difcourfe deferveth to

be remembered. And thus it was

:

" Captain Smith, my mafl:er is here prefent in the company, thinking it Captain

Winne, and not you, (of him he intended to have been revenged) having never of-

fended him. If he hath offended you in efcaping your imprifonment, the fifhes fwim,

the fouls fly, and the very hearts flirive to efcape the fnare and live. Then blame not

him being a man. He would entreat you remember, you being a prifoner, what pains

he took to fave your Ufe. If fince he hath injured you, he was compelled to it : but

howfoever, you have revenged it with our too great lofs. We perceive and well know
you mtend to deflroy us, that are here to intreat and defire your friendfliip, and to

enjoy our houfes, and plant our fields, of whofe fruit you fliall participate : otherwife

you will have the worie by our abfence ; for we can plant any where, though with

more labour; and we know you cannot live if you want our harveft, and that relief

we bring you. If you promife us peace, we will believe ; if you proceed in revenge,

we will abandon the country."

Upon thefe terms the prefident promifed them peace, till they did us injury, upon
condition they fliould bring in provifion. Thus all departed good friends, and fo con-

tinued till Smith left the country.

Arriving at James Town, complaint was made to the prefident that the Chickaha-

manians, who all this while continued trade, and feemed our friends, by colour thereof

were the only thieves : and amongft; other things a pifliol being ftolen, and the thic'

fled, there was apprehended two proper young fellows, that were brothers, knowr
be his confederates. Now to regain this pifl:ol, the one was imprifoned, the ^ j .

was fent to return the piflol again within twelve hours, or his brother to be h^^,,j
yet the prefident, pitying the poor naked favage in the dungeon, fent him vi/",

"'
.l

ibme charcoal for a fire. Ere midnight his brother returned with the pifl, ' 1 r

poor favage in the dungeon was fo fmothered with the fmoke he had , ' .11 . •

piteoufly burnt, that we found him dead. The other mofl: lamentab' . , . 1 .

death, and broke forth into fuch bitter agonies, that the prefident ' ^^
. ^ ,^ u^

u- .u . -f T r L 11 rr 1 L ij 1 !_• live asiam : but ne
nim, that ir herearter they would not Iteal, he would make mm

, . nd vine-
little thought he could be recovered

;
yet we doing our bed wi" ^^^^ ^

o '
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gar, it pleafed God to reftore him again to life, but fo drunk and affrighted, that he
feeined lunatic, the which as much tormented and grieved the other, as before to fee

him dead ; of which malady, upon promife of their good behaviour, the prefident

promifed to recover him, and fo cauled him to be laid by a fire to fleep, who in the

morning, having well flept, had recovered his perfeft fenfes, and then being drefled

of his burning, each a piece of copper given them, they went away fo well contented,

that this was fpread among all the favages for a miracle, that Captain Smith could

make a man alive that was dead.

Another ingenious favage of Powhatans, having gotten a great bag of powder, and
the back of an armour, at Werowocoinoco, amongfl many of his companions, to fliew

his extraordinary fkill, he dried it on the back, as he had feen the foldiers at James
Town ; but he dried it fo long, they peeping over it to fee his (kill, it took fire, and

blew him to death, and one or two more, and the reft fo fcorched, that they had little

pleafure to meddle any more with powder.

Thefe and many other fuch pretty accidents fo amazed and affrighted both Powhatan
and all his people, that from all parts, with prelents, they defired peace, returning many
ftolen things which we never demanded, nor thought of; and after that, thofe that

were taken ftealing, both Powhatan and his people have feat them back to James Town,
to receive their punilhment j and all the country became abfolutely as free for us as

for themfelves.

CHAP. XI.— What was done in three Months, having Visuals ; the Store devoured bjl

Rats ; how we lived three Months on fuch natural Fruits as the Country afforded.

NOW we fo quietly followed our bufinefs, that in three months we made three or

four lafts of tar, pitch, and foap-aflics, produced a trial of glafs, made a well in the

fort of excellent fweet water, which till then was wanting ; built fome twenty houfes,

recovered our church, provided nets and wires for fifliing ; and to ftop the diforders of

our diforderly thieves, and the favages, built a blockhoufe in the neck of our ifle, kept by
a garrifon to entertain the favages' trade, and none to pafs or rep'afs, favage nor chriftian,

uithout the prefident's order ; thirty or forty acres of ground we digged and planted
;

of three fows in eighteen months increafed fixty and odd pigs, and near five hundred

chickens brought up themfelves, vi'ithout having any meat given them ; but the hogs

were tranfported to Ilog Ifle, where alfo we built a blockhoufe, with a garrifon, to

give us notice of any ffiipping, and for their exercife they made a clapboard and wain-

fcot, and cut down trees ; we built alfo a fort for a retreat, near a convenient river, upon
a high com.manding hill, very hard to be affaulted. and eafy to be defended ; but ere it

was fmilhed, this defcft caufcd a ftay.

In fearching our caflvcd corn, we found it half rotten, and the reft fo confumed with

many thoufands of rats, that increafed fofaft ; but their original was from the fiiips,

r^ -e knew not how to keep that little we had. This did drive us all to our wit's end,

J ?rc was nothing in the country but what nature afforded ; until this time, Kemps

and nl"^'^^
viorc fettered prilbners, and did double tafk and taught us how to order

i;i,^j ' 'ur fields, whom now for want of viduals we kt at libertv, but fo well they
liked our C. • . ij i r r i r i • i f

fixte n rl-
''P'ln'cs, tncy did not delire to go rrom us , and to exprels tncir loves, ror

dav of f
jUtinuance the country people brought us Cwhen leaft) one hundred a

tul ^ I
^"^^^ ^'urkics, deer, and other wild beafts : but this want of corn occafioned

tne end of a our i • i • i r rr -3 -0.1 o- . • u
tvith Enf T

"^fks, it being work fumcient to provide victuals, bixty or eighty,
ign L,axon,

,^^^ ^^^^ down the river to live upon oyfters, and twenty, with

8 Lieutenant
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Lieutenant Percy, to try for fifliing at Point Comfort ; but in fix weeks they would not

agree once to cad out the net, he being fick and burnt fore with gunpowder. Mr.
AVefl with as many went up to the falls, but nothing could be found but a few acorns

;

of that in ftore every man had his equal proportion. Till this prefent, by the ha-

zard and endeavours of fome thirty or forty, this whole colony had ever been fed; we had

more llurgeon than could be devoured by|dog and man, of which the induftrious, by dry-

ing and pounding, mingled with caviare, I'orell, and other wholefome herbs, would make
bread and good meat ; others would gather as much tockwhogh roots in a day as would
make them bread a week ; fo that of thofe wild fruits, and what we caught, we lived

very well in regard of fuch a diet ; but fuch was the ftrange condition of fome hundred
and fifty, that had they not been forced, nolens, volens, perforce to gather and prepare

their viduals, they would all have fiiarved, or have eaten one another. Of thofe wild

fruits the favages often brought us, and for that the prefident would not fulfil the un-
rcaibnable defire of thofe diftrafted gluttonous loiterers, to fell not only our kettles,

hoes, tools, and iron, nay, fwords, pieces, and the very ordnance and houfes, might
they have prevailed to have been but idle ; for thofe favage fruits, they would have
imparted all to the favages, efpecially for one bafket of corn they heard of to be at

Powhatan, fifty miles from our fort. Though he bought near half of it to fatisfy their

humours, yet to have had the other half they would have fold their fouls, though not
fufficient to have kept them a week. Thoufands were their exclamations, fuggeftions,

and device:;, to force him to thofe bafe inventions, to have made it an occr^fion to aban-
don the country. Want perforce conftrained him to endure their exclaiminf follies,

till he found out the author, one Dyer, a moft crafty fellow, and his ancient maliTuer
whom he worthily puniihed, and with the refl: he argued the cafe in this manner :

" Fellow foldiers, I did little think any fo falfe to report, or fo many to be fo fimple to

be perfuaded, that I either intend to ftarve you, or that Powhatan at this prefent hath
corn for himfelf, much lefs for you ; or that I would not have it, if I knew where it

was to be had : neither did I think any fo malicious as I now fee a great many
; yet it

fliall not fo paffionate me, but I will do my befi: for my moft maligner. But dream no
longer of this vain hope fromPowhatan; not that I will longer forbear to force you from
your idlenefs, and punifia you if you rail; but if I find any more runners for Newfound-
land with the pinnace, let him affuredly look to arrive at the gallows. You cannot deny
but that by the hazard of my life many a time I have faved yours, when (might your
own wills have prevailed,) you would have (Carved ; and will do fHll whether I will or
no ; but I proteft by that God that made me, fince neceflity hath not power to force
you to gather for yourfelves thofe fruits the earth doth yield, you fhall not only gather
for yourfelves, but thofe that are fick. As yet I never had more from tlie ftore thau
the worfl of you, and all my Englifli extraordinary provifion that I have, you fiiall fee

me divide it amongfl the fick ; and this favage ti-afli you fo fcomfully repine at, being
put in your mouths, your flomachs can digeft ; if you would have better, you fliould

have brought it, and therefore I will take a courfe you fiiall provide what is to be had.
The fick fhall not itarve, but equally (hare of all our labours ; and he that gathereth
not every day as much as I do, the next day Ihall be fet beyond the river, and be
banifhed from the fort as a drone, till he amend his conditions or llarve." But fome
would fay with Seneca,

J know thofe things thou fay'fl are true, good nurfe»
)3iit fiity forcelh me to follow worfe ;

My miiul is luitried lieadlong up and down,
DcHring better counftl, yet finds none.

This
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This ordermany murmured was very cruel; but it caufed the mofl part to fo well be-

flirthemfelvcsjthat of two hundred, (except they were drowned) there died not paftfcven;

as for Captain Winne and Mr. Leigh, they were dead ere this want happened, and the

reft died not for want of fuch as preferved the reft ; many were billetted amongft the

favages, whereby we knew all their paffages, fields, and habitations, how to gather

and ufe their fruits as well as themfelves ; for they knew we had fuch a commanding

power at James Town, they durft not wrong us of a pin.

So well thofe poor favages ufed us that were thus billetted, that divers of the foldiers

ran away to fearch Kemps and TalFore our old prifoners. Glad were thefe favages

to have fuch an opportunity to teftify their love unto us ; for inftead of entertaining

them, and fuch things as they had ftolen, with all their great offers and promifes they

made them how to revenge their injuries upon Captain Smith. Kemps firft made him-

felf fport, in fliewing his countrymen (by them) how he was ufed, feeding them with this

law, who would not work muft not eat, till they were near ftarved indeed, continually

threatening to beat them to death : neither could they get from him, till he and his

conforts brought them perforce to our captain, that fo well contented him andpuniftied

them, as many others that intended alfo to follow them, were rather contented to labour

at home, than adventure to live idly amongft the favages (of whom there was more

hope to make better Chriftians and good fubjefts, than the one-half of thofe that coun-

terfeited themfelves both). For fo afraid were all thofe kings and the better fort of the

people to difpleafe us, that fome of the bafer fort that we have extremely hurt and

punilhed for their villanies, would hire us we fhould not tell it to their kings or coun-

trymen, who would alfo re-punifli them, and yet return them to James Town to content

the prefident for a teftimony of their loves.

Mr. Sicklemore well returned from Chawwonoke ; but found little hope, and lefs

certainty of them were left by Sir Walter Raleigh. The river he faw was not great,

the people few, the country moft overgrown with pines, where there did grow here

and there ftragglingly pemminaw, we call filk-grafs. But by the river the ground was

good, and exceeding fertile.

Mr. Nathaniel Powell and Anas Todkill were alfo by the Ouiyoughquohanocks con-

dueled to the Mangoags to fearch them there ; but nothing could they learn but they

were all dead. This honeft proper good promife-keeping King, of all the reft did ever

beft affect us, and though to his falfe gods he was very zealous, yet he would confefs

our God as much exceeded his as our guns did his bow and arrows, often fending our

prefident many prefents, to pray to his God for rain or his corn would perifli, for his

o-ods were angry. Three days journey they condufted them through the woods, into

a high country towards the fouth-weft, where they faw here and there a little corn

field, by fome little fpring or fmall brook, but no river they could fee : the people in

all rcfpcds like the reft, except their language : they live moft upon roots, fruits and

wild beafts ; and trade with them towards the fea and the fatter countries for dried fifli

and corn, for Ikins.

All this lime to recover the Dutchmen and one Beutley, another fugitive, we employed

one William Volday, a Svvifs by birth, with pardons and promifes to regain them.

Little we then fufpefted this double villain of any villainy, who plainly taught us, in

the moft truft was the greatcft treafon ; for this wicked hypocrite, by thefceming hate

he bore to the lewd conditions of his curfed countrymen, (having this opportunity by

his employment to regain them,) conveyed them every thing they defired to effed their

nroieOs, to deftroy the colony. With much devotion they cxpcded the Spaniards, to

whom they intended good I'ervice, or any other, that would but carrv them from us.

But
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But to be^qin with the firfl: opportunity : they feeing neceiTity thus enforced us to

difperfeourielves, importuned Powhatan to lend them but his forces, and they would

not only deftroy our hogs, fire our town, and betray our pinnace, but bring to his

fervice and fubjeclion the mofl of our company. With this plot they had acquainted

many difcontents, and many were agreed to their devilifli praclice. But one rhomas
Doufe, and 'I'homas Mallard (whofe Chriflian hearts relented at fuch an unchriftiaa

aft) voluntarily revealed it to Captain Smith, who caufed them to conceal it, perfuading

Doufe and IVIallard to proceed in their confederacy : only to bring the irreclaimable

Dutchmen and the inconflaHt favagesin fuch a manner amongfi: fuch ambufcadoes as he

had prepared, that not many of them fliould return from our psninfula. But this brute

coming to the ears of the impatient multitude, they fo importuned the prefident to cut

off thofe Dutchmen, as amongfi many that offered to cut their throats before the face

of Powhatan, the firfl: was Lieutenant Percy, and Mr. John Cuderington, two gentle-

men of as bold refolute fpirils as could poffibly be found. But the prefident had

occafion of other employment for them, and gave way to Mr. Wyffin and ferjeant

Jeffry Abbot, to go and flab them or flioot them. But the Dutchmen made fuch ex-

cufes, accaiing Volday, whom they fuppofed had revealed their project, as Abbot would

not, yet Wyilin would, perceiving it but deceit. The King underflanding of this their

employment, fent prefently his meffengers to Captain Smith to fignify it was not his

fault to detain them, nor hinder his men from executing his command : nor did he nor

would he maintain them, or any to occafion his difplcafure.

But whild this bufinefs was in hand, arrived one Captain Argall, and Mr. Thomas
Sedan, fent by Mr. Cornelius to truck with the colony, and filh for flurgeon, with a

iliip well furnilhed with wine, and much other good provifion. Though it was not fent

nsj our neceffities was fuch as enforced us to take it. He brought us news of a great

lupply, and preparation for the Lord La Warre, with letters that much taxed our pre-

fident for his hard dealing with the favages, and not returning the fhips freighted.

Notwithilanding. we kept this fhip till the fleet arrived. True it is Argall lofl his voy-

age, but we reviiSlualled him, and fent him for England, with a true relation of the

caufes of our defailments, and how impoflible it was to return that wealth they expeded,

or obferve their inflruClions to endure the favages' infolence, or do any thing to any

purpofe, except they v,'ould fend us men and means that could produce that they fo

much^lefired : otherwife all they did was loft, and could not but come to confufion.

The villainy of Volday we flill diffembled. Adam, upon his pardon, came home ; but

Samuel ftiil ftayed with Powhatan, to hear further of their eflates by this fupply. Now
all their plots Smith fo well underftood, they were his beft advantages to fecure us

from any treachery could be done by them or the favages : which with facility he could

revenge when he v.'ould, becaufe all thofe countries more feared him than Powhatan,

and he had fuch parties with all his bordering neighbours ; and many of the refl for

love or fear would have done any thing he would have them, upon any commotion,

though thefe fugitives had done all they could to perfuade Powhatan King James would

kill Smith, for ufing him and his people fo unkindly.

By this you may lee for all thofe croffes, treacheries, and diffentions, how he wrefiled

and overcame (without bloodflied) all that happened ; alfo what good was done ; ho\T

few died ; what food the country naturally afforded ; what fmall caufe there is men
ihould flarve, or be murdered by the favages, that have difcretion to manage them with

courage and induftry. The two firfl years, though by his adventures, he had oft

brought the favages to a tradable trade, yet you lee how the envious authority ever

croffed him, and fruflrated his beft endeavours. But it wrought in him that expe-

voL. xin. perieuce
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rience and eflimation amongfl: the favages, as otherwife it had been impoffible he had

ever efteded that he did. Notwithflanding the many miferable, yet generous and

worthy adventures, he had oft and long endured in the wide world, yet in this cafe he

was again to learn his Icfture by experience. Which with thus much ado having

obtained, it was his ill chance to end, when he had but only learned how to begin.

And though he leftthofe unknown difficulties (made eafy and familiar) to his unlawful

fucceflbrs, (who, only by living in James Town, prefumed to know more than all the

world could direft them :) now though they had all his foldiers, with a triple power,

and twice triple better means ; by what they have done in his abfence, the world may
fee what they would have done in his prefence, had he not prevented their indifcretions

:

it doth juftly prove, whatcaufehe had to fend them for England, and that he was nei-

ther faftious, mutinous, nor diflioneft. But they have made it more plain fince his

return for England ; having his abfolute authority freely in their power, with all the

advantages and opportunity that his labours had eS'eded. As I am forry their actions

have made it fo manifeft, fo I am unwilling to fay what reafon doth compel me,

but only to make apparent the truth, leall I fhould feem partial, reafonlefs, and

malicious.

CHAP. XII.— The Arrival of the third Supply.

TO redrefs thofe jars and ill proceedings, the treafurer, council, and company of

Virginia, not finding that return and profit they expected ; and them engaged there

not having means to fubfift of themfelves, made means to His Majefty to call in their

commiffion and take a new in their own names, as in their own publication, 1610, you
may read at large. Having thus annihilated the old by virtue of a commiflion made
to the Right Honourable Sir T|]omas Weft, Lord de la Warre, to be General of

Virginia, Sir Thomas Gates, his lieutenant, Sir George Somers, admiral. Sir Thomas
Dale, high marfhal. Sir Ferdinando Wainman, general of the horfe, and fo all other

offices to many other worthy gentlemen for their lives, (though not any of them had
ever been in Virginia, except Captain Newport, who was alfo by patent made vice-

admiral); thofe noble gentlemen drew in fuch great funis of money, that they fent

Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport, with nine fliips and
five hundred people, who had each of them a commiffion, who firft arrived to call in

the old, without the knowledge or confent of them that had endured all thofe former
dangers to beat the path, not any regard had at all of them. All things being ready,

becaufe thofe three captains could not agree for place, it was concluded they fhould

go all in one fhip, fo all their three commiffions were in that fliip with them called the

Sea-Venture. They fet fail from England in May i6og. A fmall catch periffied at

fea in a hericano, the admiral with an hundred and fifty men, with the two knights,

and their new commiffions, their bills of loading, with all manner of direftions, and
the moft part of their provifion arrived not. With the other feven fliips, as captains,

arrived RatlifTe, whofe right names (as is faid) was Sicklemorc, Martin, and Archer,

with Captain Wood, Captain V/ebbe, Captain Moone, Captain King, Captain Davis,

and divers gentlemen of good means and great parentage. But the firft as they had
been troublefome at fea began again to mar all afliore, for though (as is laid) they

were formerly fent for England, yet now returning again, graced by the titles of

captains of the paffcngers, feeing the admiral wanting, and great probabihty of her
lofs, ftrcngthentd themfelves with thofe new companies, fo exclaiming againft Captain

Smith, that they mortally hated him ere ever they faw him. Who, underftanding by

9 his,
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his fcouts, the arrival of fuch a fleet, little dreaming of any fuch fupply, fuppofed them

Spaniards. But he quickly fo determined and ordered our affairs, as we little feared

their arrival, nor the fuccefs of our encounter; nor were the favages any way negli-

gent for the niofl part to aid and aflHl us with their bed power. Had it fo been we

had been happy, for we would not have trulled them but as our foes, where receiving

them as our countrymen and friends, they did what they could to murder our prefi-

denr, to furprife the (lore, the fort, and our lodgings, to ufurp the government, and

make us all their fervants and flavcs till they couid confume us and our remembrance ;

and rather indeed to fupplant us then fupply us, as Mr. William Box, an honeft gen-

tleman in this voyage, thus rclateth.

In the tail of a hurricane we were feparated fi-om the admiral, which although it

was but the remainder of that ftorm, there is feldom any fuch in England, or thofe

northern parts of Europe. Some lolt their malls, fome their fails blown from their

yards; the feas fo over-raking our fliips, much of our provifion was fpoiled, our fleet

feparated, and our men fick, &nd many died, and in this miferable ftate we arrived at

Virginia.

But in this ftorm.

When rattling thunder ran along the clouds,

Did not the failors poor, and mailers proud,

A terror feel as llruck with fear of God :

Did not their trembling joints then dread his rod,

Leaft for foul deeds and black mouth'd blafphemies,

The rueful time be come that vengeance cries ?

To a thoufand mifchiefs tjiofe lewd captains led this lewd company, wherein were

many unruly gallants, packed thither by their friends to efcape ill deftinies, and thofe

would difpofe and determine of the government, fometimes to one, the next day to

another, to-day the old commiflion muft rule, to-morrow the new, the next day

neither, in fine they would rule all or ruin all : yet in charity we muft endure them

thus to deftroy us, or by correfting their follies, have brought the world's cenfure upon

us to be guilty of their bloods. Happy had we been had they never arrived, and we

for ever abandoned, and as we were left to our fortunes, for on earth for the number

was never more confufion or mifery, than their factions occafioned.

The prefident feeing the defire thofe braves had to rule, feeing how his authority

was fo unexpectedly changed, would willingly have left all, and have returned for

England. But feeing there was fmall hope this new commifhon would arrive, longer

he vi'ould not fuffer thofe factious fpirits to proceed. It would be too tedious, too

ftrange, and almoft incredible, ftiould I particularly relate the infinite dangers, plots,

and practices, he daily efcaped amongft this fadtious crew, the chief whereof he quickly

laid by the heels, till his leifure better ferved to do them juftice, and to take away all

occafions of further mifchief ; Mr. Percie had his requeft granted to return for England,

being very fick ; and Mr. Weft with an hundred and twenty of the beft he could

choofe, he fent to the Falles; Martin with near as many to Nandfamund, with their

due proportions of all provifions according to their numbers.

Now the prcfident's year being near expired he made Captain Martin prefident to

follow the order for the eledion of a prefident every year, but he knowing his own
infufficiency and the companies' untowardnefs and little regard of him, within three

hours after refigncd it again to Captain Smith, and at Nandfamund thus proceeded.

The people being contributers ufed him kindly, yet fuch was his jealous fear, in the

midft of their mirth he did furprife this poor naked king with his monuments, houfes,

o 2 and
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and the Ifle he inhabited, and there fortified himfelf, but fo apparently difl:ra£l:ed with

fear, as emboldened the favages to aliault him, kill his men, relcafe their king, gather

and carry away a thoufand bufliels of corn, he not once offering to intercept them ;

but fent to the prefident, then at the Falls, for thirty good fliot, which from James

Town immediately was fent him. Bat he fo well employed them they did juft nothing,

but returned complaining of his tendernefs, yet he came away with them to James

Town, leaving his company to their fortunes.

Here I cannot omit the courage cf George Forrefl, that had feventeen arrows (lick-

ing in him and one fhot through him, yet lived fix or feven days, as if he had fmall

hurt, then for want of chirurgery died.

Mr. Well having feated his men by the Falls, prefently returned to revifit James

Town, the prefident followed him to fee that company feated, met him by the way,

wondering at his fo quick return, and found his company planted fo iiiconfiderately

in a place not only fubjeft to the river's inundation, but round environed with many
intolerable inconveniences.

For remedy whereof he preAntly fent to Powhatan to fell him the place called

Powhatan, promifing to defend him againft the Monacans. And thcfe fnould be his

conditions, (with his people) to refign him the fort and houfes, and all that country

for a proportion of copper ; that all Healing offenders fliould be fent him, there to

receive their puniihment ; that every houfe as a cullom fliould pay him a budiel of

corn for an inch fquare of copper, and a proportion of poconcs, as a yearly tribute to

King James for their protection, as a duty ; what elfe they could fpare to baiter at

their bell difcretion.

But both this excellent place and thofe good conditions did thofe furies refufe, con-

temning both him, his kind care and authority. So much they depended on the Lord-

General's new commffion, as they regarded none : the worlt they could do to fhew

their fpite they did; fuppofing all the Monacan's country, gold ; and none fliould

come there but whom they pleafed. I do more than wonder to think how only with

five men, he either durfl or would adventure as he did, (knowing how greedy they

were of his blood) to land amongft them, and commit to imprifonment all the chieftains

of thofe mutinies, till by their multitudes, being an hundred and twenty, they forced him

to retire ; yet in that interim he iurprifed one of their boats, wherewith he returned to

their fliip ; where indeed was their prcvifion, which alfo he took ; and well it chanced

he found the mariners fo tractable and conftant, or there had been fmall poiTibility he

had ever efcaped. There were divers other of better rcafon and experience, that from

their firll landing, hearing the general good report of his old foldiers, and feeing with

their eyes his adions fo well managed with difcretion, as Captain Wood, Captain

Wcbbe, Captain Moonc, Captain Fitz-James, Mr. William Powell, Mr. Patridge, Mr.

White, and divers others, when they perceive the malice of RatliiFe and Archer, and

their faction, left their companies, and ever refted his faithful friends. But the worft

was that the poor favages, that daily brought in their contribution to the prefident, that

diforderly company fo tormented thofe poor fouls, by flealing their corn, robbing their

gardens, beating them, breaking their houfes, and keeping fome prilbners that they

daily complained to Captain Smith, he had brought them for protedors, worfe enemies

then the Monacans themftlves : which, though till then, for his love they had endured,

they defired pardon if hereafter they defended themfelvcs ; fince he would not correft

them, as they had long expeded he would. So much they importuned him to punilh

their mifdemeanors, as they offered (if he would lead them) to fight for him againft

them. But having fpent nine days in feeking to reclaim them j ihevving them how
much
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much they did abufe thcnifclves with thefc great gilded hopes of the South Sea mines,

commodities, or vidorics, they ib madly conceived ; then feeing nothing would prevail,

he fet fail for James Town.

Thus oft we fee from fmall green wounds, snd from a little grief,

A greater fore and (Ickncfs jjrows, than will admit relief.

Tot thus thenifclves they did beguile, and with the reft play'd thief.

Now no fooner was the fhip under fail, but the favages affaulted thofe hundred and
twenty in their fort, finding fome ftraggling abroad in the woods : they flew many, and

fo atfrighted the reft, as their prifoners efcaped, and they faftly retired, with the Iwords

and cloaks of thofe they had fiain. But ere we had failed half a league, our fliip

grounding, gave us once more liberty to fummon them to a parley ; where we found

them all lo iti-angcly amazed with this poor filly aflault of twelve favages, that they

fubniitted themfeives upon any terms to the prefidcnt's mercy ; who prefently put by
the heels fix or feven of the chief offenders : the refl he feated gallantly at Powhatan, in

that favage fort, ready built, and prettily fortified with poles and barks of trees, fuf-

ficient to have defended them from all the favages in Virginia, dry houfes for lodgings,

and near two hundred acres of ground ready to be planted, and no place we knew fo

flrong, fo plealant, and delightful in Virginia, for which we called it Non-fiich. The
favages alfo he prefently appeafed, re-delivering to either party their former lofl'cs.

Thus all werefncnds.

New officers appointed to command, and the prefident again ready to depart, at that

uiftant arrived Captain Weft, whofe gentle nature (by the perfuafions and compaffion

of thofe mutinous prifoners, alledging they had only done this for his honour) was fo

much abufed, that to regain their old hopes, new turboils did arife. For they aftiore

being poflefled of all their viftuals, munition, and every thing, grew to that height in

their former factions, as the prefident left them to their fortunes ; they returned again

to the open air at Wefts Fort, abandoning Non-fuch, and he to James Town with his

beft expedition, but this happened him in that journey.

Sleeping in his boat, (for the fliip was returned two days before) accidentally, one

fired his powder-bag, which tore the flefh from his body and thighs, nine or ten inches

fquare in a nioft pitiful manner, but to quench the tormenting fire, frying him in his

cloaihs. he leaped overboard into the deep river, where ere they could recover him he

was near drowned. In this ftate without either furgeon or furgerv, he was to go near

a himdrcd miles. Arriving at James Town, caufing all things to be prepared for peace

or war to obtain provifion, whilft thofe things were providing, Ratlitle, Archer, and the

reft of their confederates, being to come to their trials ; their guilty confciences, fearing

a jufi: reward for their deferts, feeing the prefident unable to ftand, and near bereft
0**

his fenfes by reafon oi his torment, they had plotted to have murdered him in his b"
But his lieart did fail him that fnould have given fire to that mercilefs piftol. S

finding that courfe to be the beft, they joined together to ufurp the governmen'-' ...

by to efcapethfir punifhment. The prefident had notice of their projeds, '5
,

*".

to wiihftand, though his old foldiers importuned him but permit them to tak'"/'^'^ n

that would refift his command, yet he would not fufier them, but fent f-
^^^^ma ers

of the fhips, and took order with them for his return for England. P^"^§ ^^^ ^

neither furgeon nor furgery in the fort to cure his hurt, and the f-P^ ^°
u-^^^^ h^

next day, his commiflion to be fuppreffed he knew not why, himf*'^
"^^ ^^^^

,

rewarded he knew not how, and a new commiflion granted th-y
knew no o ,

(the which difabled that authority he had, as made them prefurae lo olt to ttioi^
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mutinies as they did :) befides fq grievous were his wounds, andffo cruel his torments

(few expefting he could live) nor was he able to follow his bufinefs to regain what they

had loft, fupprefs thofe faftions, and range the countries for provifion as he intended ;

and well he knew in thofe affairs his own aftions and prefence was as requifite as his

diredions, which now could not be, he went prefently abroad, refoiving there to appoint

them governors, and to take order for the mutineers, but he could find none, he

thought fit for it, would accept it. In the mean time, feeing him gone, they perfuaded

Mr. Percy to ftay, who was then to go for England, and be their prefident. Within

lefs than an hour was this mutation begun and concluded. For when the company
underflocd Smith would leave them, and faw the reft in arms called prefidents and

councillors, divers began to fawn on thofe new commanders, that now bent all their

wits to get him refign them his commiflion : who after much ado and many bitter

rcpulfes ; that their confufion (which he told them was at their elbows) fliould not be

attributed to him, for leaving the colony without a commiflion, he was not unwilling

they fliould fteal it, but never would he give it to fuch as they. And thus,

Strange violent forces drew us on unwilling,

Reafon perfuading 'galnft our loves rebelling ;

We faw and knew the better, ah curfe accuift,

That notwithftanding we embrace the worft

But had that unhappy blaft not happened, he would quickly have qualified the heat

of thofe humors and ladiions, had the fhips but once left them and us to our fortunes,

and have made that provifion from among the favages, as we neither feared Spaniard,

favage, nor famine ; nor would have left Virginia, nor our lawful authority, but at as

dear a price as we had bought it, and paid for it. What fliall I fay but thus, we left

him, that in all his proceedings, made juftice his firft guide, and experience his fecond,

even hating bafenefs, floth, pride, and indignity, more than any dangers ; that never
allowed more for himfelf than his foldiers with him ; that upon no danger would fend

them where he would not lead them himfelf; that would never fee us want, what he
either had, or could by any means get us ; that would rather want than borrow, or
ftarve than not pay ; that loved adion more than words, and hated falfhood and
covetoufnefs worfe than death ; whofe adventures were our lives, and whofe lofs our
deaths.

Leaving us thus with three fhips, feven boats, commodities ready to trade, the har-

veft newly gathered, ten weeks provifion in the flore, four hundred ninety and odd
perfons, twenty-four pieces of ordnance, three hundred mufkets, fnaphances, and fire-

locks, fhot, powder, and match fufEcient, curats, pikes, fwords, and morrios, more
than men ; the favages, their language, and habitations well known to an hundred
--'ll-trained and expert foldiers, nets for fifhing, tools of all forts to work, apparel to

,Uy our wants, fix mares and a horfe, five or fix hundred fwine, as many hens and
^ -IS, fome goats, fome fheep, what was brought or bred there remained. But they

o.
.

'-f nothing but from hand to mouth, did confume what we had, took care for

,
' S' 'It to perfeft fome colourable complaints againft Captain Smith ; for effefting

.
^^^°^

^l'''^
weeks longer they ftayed the fhips, till they could produce them. That

^L^^ ^HT
-^^ might much better have been fpent, but it fuited well with the reft of

ho f"' h^ I !f"^fi

' wn, that was ftrongly pallifadoed, containing fome fifty or fixty

fum ' ^-

f
°* ^'^ other feveral forts and plantations ; though they were not fo

p ous as our luccct^rs expected, they were better than they provided anv for us.

All



smith's VIRGINIA. jq^

An tills time we had but one carpenter in the country, and three others that could do
little, but defired to be learners, two blackfmiths, two failors, and thofe we write la-

bourers were for mofl: part footmen, and fuch as they that were adventurers brought
to attend them, or fuch as they could perfuade to go with them, that never did know
what a day's work was, except the Dutciunen and Poles, and fome dozen other ; for

all the reft were poor gentlemen, tradefmen, ferving-men, libertines, and fuch like, ten

times more fit to fpoil a commonwealth, than either begin one, or but help to maintain

one : for when neither the fear of God, nor the law, nor fliame, nor difpleafure of their

friends, could rule them here, there is fmall hope ever to bring one in twenty of them
ever to be good there. Notwithftanding, I confefs divers amongft them had better

minds, and grew much more induftrious than was expeQed
; yet ten good workmea

would have done more fubftantial work in a day, than ten of them in a week ; there-

fore men may rather wonder how we could do io much, than ufe us fo badly, becaufe

we did no more, but leave thofe examples to make others beware, and the fruits of all,

we know not for whom.
But to fee the juftice of God upon thefe Dutchmen ; Valdo before fpoke of, made a

fliift to get for England, where perfuading the merchants what rich mines he had found,

and great fervice he would do them, was very well rev/arded, and returned with the

Lord La Warre ; but being found a mere impoftor, he died moft milerably. Adam
and Francis, his two conforts, were fled again to Powhatan, to whom they promifed^

at the arrival of my Lord, what wonders they would do, would he fufter them but to

go to him ; but the King feeing they would be gone, replied. You, that would have
betrayed Captain Smith to me, will certainly betray me to this great Lord for your
peace : fo caufed his men to beat out their brains.

To conclude, the greateft honour that ever belonged to the greateft monarchs, was
the enlarging their dominions, and erecting commonwealths. Yet, hovvfoever any of
them have attributed to themfelves the conquerors of the world, there is more of the

world never heard of them, than ever any of them all had in fubjeftion ; for the Medes,.

Perfians, and Affyrians never conquered all Afia, nor the Grecians but part of Europe
and Afia : the Romans, indeed, had a great part of both, as well as Africa ; but as for

all the northern parts of Europe and Afia, the interior fouthern and weftern parts of
Africa, all America and Terra Incognita, they were all ignorant : nor is our knowledge
yet but fuperficial : that their beginnings, ending, and limitations, were proportioned

by the Almighty is moft evident ; but to confider of what fmall means many of them
have begun is wonderful ; for fome write that even Rome herfelf, during the reign of
Romulus, exceeded not the number ofathoufand houfes, and Carthage grew fo great

a potentate, that at firft was but encircled in the thongs of a bulls fkin, as to fight with

Rome for the empire of the world. Yea, Venice, at this time the admiration of the

earth, was at firft but a marlh, inhabited by poor filhermen ; and likewife Ninevie,

Thebes, Babylon, Delus, Troy, Athens, Mycena, and Sparta, grew from fmall begin-

nings to be moft famous ftates, though now they retain little more than a naked name.
Now this our young commonwealth, in Virginia, as you have read, once confifted but of
thirty-eight perfons, and in two years increafed but to two hundred

;
yet by this final!

means, fo highly was approved the plantation in Virginia, as how many lords, with worthy
knights, and brave gentlemen, pretended to fee it, and fome did, and now after the

expence of fifteen years more, and fuch maffy funis of men and money, they grow dif-

animated. If we truly confider our proceedings with the Spaniards, and the" reft, we
have no reafon to defpair, for with fo fmall charge, they never had either greater dif-

coveries, with fuch certain trials of more feveral commodities, than in this fliort time

hath;
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hath been returned A*om Virginia, and by much lefs means. New Enf^land was brought

out of obfcurity,and afforded freight for near two hundred fail of fhips where there is

now ereded a brave plantation. For the happinefs of Summer Iflcs, they are no lefs

than either, and yet thofe have had a far lefs and a more difficult beginning than either

Rome, Carthage, or Venice.

Written by Richard Pots, clerk of the council, William Tankard,
and G. P.

BOOK IV.

TO make plain the true proceedings of the hiftory for 1609, ^'^ "^u^ follow the-

examinations of Dr. Simons, and two learned orations publilhed by the Company
j

with the relation of the Right Honourable the Lord De la Ware.

What happened in thefirji Government after the Alteration in the Time cf Captain George

Picreie, their Governor.

THE day before Captain Smith returned for England with the fliips. Captain Davis

arrived in a fmall pinnace, with fome fixteen proper men more ; to tliefe were added

a company from James Town, under the command of Captain John Sickelinore, alias

Ratcliffe, to inhabit Point Comfort. Captain Martin and Captain Weft, having loft

their boats and near half their men among the favages, were returned to James Town ;

for the favages no fooner underftood Smith was gone, but they all revolted, and did

fpoil and murder all they encountered. Now we were all conftrained to live only on

that Smith had only for his own company, for the reft had confumed their propor-

tions, and now they had twenty prefidents, with all their appurtenances: Mr. Pieixie,

our new prefident, was fo fick he could neither go nor ftand. But ere all was con-

fumed. Captain Weft and Captain Sickelmore, each with a fmall fhip, and thirty or

forty men well appointed, fought abroad to trade. Sickelmore, upon the confidence

of Powhatan, with about thirty others as carelefs as himfelf, were all ilain, only Jeffrey

Shortridge efcapcd, and Pokahontas, the King's daughter, faved a boy called Heniy
Spilman, that lived many years after, by her means, amongft the Fatawomekes.

Powhatan, ftill as he found means, cut off their boats, denied them trade, fo that

Captain Weft fet fail for England. Now we all found the lofs of Captain Smith, yea,

his greateft maligners could now curfe his lofs. As for corn, provifion, and contribu-

tion from the favages, we had nothing but mortal wounds, with clubs and arrows ; as

for our hogs, hens, goats, flieep, horfe, or what lived, our commanders, officers,

and favages daily confumed them ; fome fmall proportions fomotimes we lafted, till all

was devoured ; then fwords, arms, pieces, or any thing, we traded with the favages,

whofe cruel fingers were fo oft im.brued in our bloods, that what by their cruelty, our

governor's indifcretion, and the lofs of our (liips, of five hundred within fix months

after Captain Smith's departure, there remained not paft fixly men, women, and chil-

dren, moft miferable and poor creatures j and thofe were prefervcd for the moft part

by roots, herbs, acorns, walnuts, berries, now and then a little fifli : they that had

ftarch in thofe extremities made no fmall ufe of it
;
yea, eventhe very Ikins of our horfes ;

nay, fo great was our famine, that a favage we flew and buried, the poorer fort took

him up again and cat him, and fo did divers one another, boiled and ftewcd with roots

and herbs : and one amongft the reft did kill his wife, powdered her, aid had eaten

8 part
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part of her before it was known, for which he was executed, as he well deferved

;

now whether (he was better roafted, boiled^ or carbonadoed, I know not, but of fuch

a difh as powdered wife I never heard of. This was that time, which flill to this day

we called the ftarving time ; it were too vile to fay, and fcarce to be believed what we
endured : but the occafion was our own, for want of providence, induflry, and go-

vernment, and not the barrennefs and defed of the country, as is generally fuppofcd ;

for till then in three years, for the numbers were landed us, we had never from

England provifion fufficient for fix months, though it feemed by the bills of lading

fufficient was fent us, fuch a glutton is the fea, and fuch good fellows the mariners,

we as little tailed of the great proportion fent us, as they of our want and miferies

;

yet notwithftanding they e/er over-fwayed and ruled the bufinefs, though we endured

all that is faid, and chiefly lived on what this good country naturally afforded
;

yet

had we been even in paradife itfelf with thefe governors, it would not have been much
better with us

;
yet there was amongft us, who had they had the government as Cap-

tain Smith appointed, but that they could not maintain it, would furely have kept us

from thofe extremities of miferies. This in ten days more virould have fupplanted us

all with death.

But God, that would not this country fhould be unplanted, fent Sir Thomas
Gates and Sir George Sommers, with one hundred and fifty people, moft happily

preferved by the Bermudas to preferve us : ftrange it is to fay, how miraculoufly they

were preferved in a leaking fhip, as at large you may read in the enfuing hiflory of

thofe iflands.

The Government refigned to Sir Thomas Gates, 1610.

WHEN thefe two noble knights did fee our miferies, being but ftrangers in that

country, and could underfland no more of the caufe, but by conjefture of our cla-

mours and complaints, of accufing and excufmg one another : they embarked us with

themfelves, with the bed means they could, and abandoning James Town, fet fail for

England, whereby you may fee the event of the government of the former com-
manders left to themfelves j although they had lived there many years, as formerly

hath been fpoken (who hindered now their proceedings. Captain Smith being gone).

At noon they fell to the Ifle of Hogs, and the next morning to Mulberry Point, at

what time they defcried the long-boat of the Lord La Ware, for God would not have

it fo abandoned. For this honourable Lord, then governor of the countr}', met them
with three fhips, exceedingly well furniflied with all neceffaries fitting, who again

returned them to the abandoned James Town.

Out of the obfervations of William Simmons, Dodor of Divinity,

The Government devolved to the Lord La Ware.

HIS LORDSHIP arrived the ninth of June, 1 610, accompanied with Sir Ferdinando

Waynman, Captain Houlcroft, Captain Lawfon, and divers other gentlemen of fort

;

the loth he came up with his fleet, went on fliore, heard a fermon, read his commif-

fion, and entered intojconfultation for the good of the colony, in which fecret council we
will a little leave them, that we may duly obferve the revealed counfel of God. He that

fhall but turn up his eye, and behold the fpangled canopy of heaven, or fliall but call

downhis eye, and confider the embroidered carpet of the earth,and withal fliall mark how

VOL. XI II. p ^hf
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the heavens hear the earth, and the earth the corn and oil, and they relieve the ncceflitics

of man, that man will acknowledge God's infinite providence : but he that Ihall fur-

ther obferve, how God inclineth all cafual events Lo work the necefl'ary help of his

faints, mufl needs adore the Lord's infinite goodnefs. Never had any people more

jufl caufe to caft themfelves at the very footftool of God, and to reverence his mercy,

than this diftreffed colony ; for if God had not fent Sir Thomas Gates from the Ber-

mudas, within four days they had almofl been famifhed ; if God had not direded the

heart of that noble knight to fave the fort from firing at their fliipping, for many were

very importunate to have burnt it, they had been deilitute of a prefent harbour and

fuccour ; if they had abandoned the fort any longer time, and had not fo foon re-

turned, queftionlefs the Indians would have dellroyed the Fort, which had been the

means of our iafeties amongft them, and a terror. If they had fet fail fooncr, and

had launched into the vaft ocean, who would have promifed they fiiould have encoun-

tered the fleet of the Lord La Ware, efpecially when they made for Newfoundland,

as they intended, a courfe contrary to our navy approaching. If the Lord La Ware
had not brought with him a year's provifion, what comfort would thofe poor fouls

have received to have been relanded to a fecond delfruftion ? This was the arm of the

Lord of Hofts, who would have his people pafs the Red Sea and wildernefs, and then

to poffefs the land of Canaan. It was divinely fpokcn of heathen Socrates, "' If God
for man be careful, why fliould man be over-diflruftful ? for he hath fo tempered the

contrary qualities of the elements,

That neither cold things want heat, nor moid things dry.

Nor fad things fpirits, to quicken them thereby,

Yet make they mulical content of contrariety,

Which conqiicr'd, knits them in fuch links together.

They do produce even all this whatfoever.

The lord-governor, after mature deliberation, delivered fome few words to the com-
pany, laying juft blame upon them for their haughty vanities and fluggifh idlcnefs,

earncftly entreating them to amend thofe defperate follies, left he fliould be compelled

to draw the fword of juflice, and to cut off fuch delinquents, which he had rather

draw, to the fhedding of his vital blood, to protect them from injuries ; heartening

them with relation of that ftore he had brought with him, conftituting officers of all

conditions, to rule over them, allotting every man his particular place, to watch vigi-

lantly, and work painfully : this oration and dircclion being received with a general

applaufe, you might Ihortly behold the idle and refty difeai'cs of a divided multitude,

by the unity and authority of this government to be fubftantially cured. Thofe that

knev/ not the v ay to goodnefs before, but cheriflied fingularity antl faction, can now
chalk out the path of all refpedive duty and fcrvice : every man endcavoureth to

outftrip other in diligence : the French preparing to plant the vines, the Englifh

labouring in the woods and grounds ; every man knowcth his charge, and difchargeth

the fame with alacrity. Neither let any man be diicouraged, by the relation of their

daily labour (as though the fap of their bodies fliould be I'pcnt for other men's profit)

the fettled times of working, to effect all themfelves, or as the adventurer's need defire,

required no more pains than from fix of the clock in the morning, until ten, and from

two in the afternoon till four, at both which times they are provided of fpiritual and

corporal relief. Firft, they enter into the church, and make their prayers unto God,
next they return to their houfes and receive their proportion of food. Nor fhould it

be conceived that this bufincfs excludeth gentlemen, whole breeding never knew what
a day's labour meant, for though they cannot dig, ufe thefpade, nor practife the axe,

yet
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yet may the ftaid fpirits of any contlition, find how to employ the force of knowledge,

the exercife of council, the operation and power of their bed: breeding and qualities.

The houfes which are built, are as warm and defenfive againft wind ; d weather, as if

they were tiled and flated, being covered above \vith ftrong boards, and fome matted

round with Indian mats. Our forces are now fuch as are able to tame the fury and

treachery of the favages : our forts afl'ure the inhabitants, and frufi;rate all aflailants.

And to leave no difcouragement in the heart of any, who perfonally fhall enter into

this great attion, I will communicate a double comfort ; firft, Sir George Som-

niers, that worthy admiral, hath undertaken a dangerous adventure for the good of the

colony.

Upon the 1 5th of June, accompanied with Captain Samuel Argall, he returned in

two pinnaces unto the Bermudas, promifmg (if by any means God will open a way to

that ifland of rocks) that he would foon return with fix months provifion of flefli.

With much crofs weather at laft he there fafely arrived, but Captain Argall was forced

back again to James Town, whom the Lord De la Ware not long after fent to the river

of Patawomeke, to trade for corn ; where finding an Englifh boy, one Henry Spil-

man, a young gentleman well defcended, by thofe people preferved from the fury of

Powhatan, by his acquaintance had fuch good ufage of thofe kind favages, that they

freighted his Ihip with corn, wherewith he returned to James Town.

The other comfort is, that the Lord la Ware hath built two new forts, the one

called Fort Henry, the other Fort Charles, in honour of our moft noble Prince, and

his hopeful brother, upon a pleafant plain, and near a little rivulet they call South-

ampton river ; they Hand in a wholefome air, having plenty of fprings of fweet water,

they command a great circuit of ground, containing wood, pafture and marfli, with

apt places for vines, corn and gardens ; in which forts it is refolved, that all thofe that

come out of England, fliall be at their firft landing quartered, that the wearifomenefs of

the fea may be refreflied in this pleafing part of the country, and Sir Thomas Gates

he fent for England. But to corredl fome injuries of the Pafpahegs, he fent Captain

Piercie, Mr. Stacy, and fifty or threefcore fhot, where the favages flying, they burnt

their houfes, took the Queen and her children prifoners, whom not long after they

flew.

The fertility of the foil, the temperature of the climate, the form of government,

the condition of our people, their daily invocating of the name of God being thus

expreffed, why fiiould the fuccefs, by the rules of mortal judgment, be difparaged ?

why fhould not the rich harveft of our hopes be fcafonably expedted ? I dare fay, that

the refolution of Casfar in France, the defigns of Alexander, the difcoveries of Her-

nando Cortes in the Weft, and of Emanuel King of Portugal in the Eaft, were not

encouraged upon fo firm grounds of ftate and pcflibility.

But his lordfnip being at the Falls, the favages affaulted his troops, and flew three or

four of his men. Not long after, his honour growing very fick, he returned for

England the 28th of March ; in the fliip were about five and fifty men, but ere we
arrived at Fyall, forty of us were near fick to death, of the fcurvy, calenture, and

other difeafes : the governor, being an Englifliman, kindly ufed us, but fmall relief

we could get, but oranges, of which we had plenty, whereby within eight days we
recovered, and all were well and ftrong by that they came into England.

Written by Wiixiam Box.

The counfel of Virginia finding the fmallnefs of that return which they hoped fliould

have defrayed the charge of a new fupply, entered into a deep confultation, whether

it were fit to enter into a new contribution, or in time to fend for them home, and give

I p 2 over
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over the aftion, and therefore they adjured Sir Thomas Gates to deal plainly withi,

them, who with a folemn and a faqred oath replied, " That all things before reported

were true, and that all men know that we ftand at the devotion of politic princes and
flates, who for their proper utility devife all courfes to grind our merchants, and by
all pretences to confifcate their goods, and to draw from us all manner of gain by their

inquifitive intentions, when in Virginia, a few years labour, by planting and hufbandry,

will furnifh all our defects with honour and fecurity."

Out of a declaration publifhed by the council, 1610,

The Government left again to Captain George Piercie, and the return of the Lord La
Ware, with his relation to the Council.

MY LORDS, now by accident returned from my charge at Virginia, contrary either

to my own defire, or other men's expeftations, who fpare not to cenfure me, in point

, of duty, and to difcourfe and queflion the reafon, though they apprehend not the true

caufe of my return, I am forced out of a willingnefs to fatisfy every man, to deliver unto

your lordfliips and the reft of this affembly, in what ftate I have lived ever fmce my
arrival to the colony, what hath been the juil caufe of myfudden departure^ and on
what terms I have left the fame, the rather becaufe I perceive, that fmce my coming
into England, fuch a coldnefs and irrefolution is bred in many of the adventurers, that

fome of them feek to withdraw their payments, by which the aclion muft be fupport-

ed, making this my return colour of their needlefs backwardnefs and unjuft pro-

tradion : which that you may the better underftand, I was welcomed to James Town
by a violent ague ; being cured of it, within three weeks after I began to be diftem-

pered with other grievous ficknefs which fucceffively and feverally affailed me, for

befides a relapfe into the former difeafe, which with much more violence held me more
than a month, and brought me to greater weaknefs ; the flux furprized me, and kept me
many days, then the cramp aflfaulted my weak body with ftrong pains, and after, the

gout ; all thofe drew me to that weaknefs, being unable to ftir, brought upon me the

fciu-vy, which though in others it be a ficknefs ot flothfulnefs, yet was it in me an efFe£b

of weaknefs, which never left me, till I was ready to leave the world.

In thefe extremities I refolved to confult with my friends, who finding nature

fpent in me, and my body almoft confumed, my pains likevvife daily increafmg, gave
me advice to prefer a hopeful recovery, before an allured ruin, which muft neceffarily

have enfued, had I lived but twenty days longer in Virginia, wanting at that inftant

both food and phyfic, fit to remedy fuch extraordinary difeafes (wherefore I fliipped

myfelfwtih Doftor Bohun and Captain Argall, for Mevis, in the Weft Indies, but
being crofled with foutherly winds, I was forced to fhape my courfe for the Weftern
Iflcs, where I found help for my health, and my ficknefs affuaged, by the means of
frefh diet, efpecially oranges and lemons, an undoubted remedy for that difeafe : then

I intended to have returned back again to Virginia, but I was advifed not to hazard
myfelf, before I had perfectly recovered my ftrength : fo I came for England, in which
accident, I doubt not but men of judgment will imagine, there would more prejudice

have happened by my death there, than I hope can do by my return.

For the colony I left it to the charge of Captain George Piercie, a gentleman of
honour and refolution, until the coming of Sir Thomas Dale, whofe commiflion was
likewife to be determined upon the arrival of Sir Thomas Gates, according to the
order your Lordfliips appointed : the number I left were about two hundred, the moft
in health, and provided of at leaft ten months vi(Sualsj and the country people tract-

able
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^ble and friendly. What other defefts they had, I found by Sir Thomas Gates at the
Cowes ; his fleet was fufficiently furnifhed with fupplies, but when it fhall pleafe God
that Sir Thomas Dale and Sir Thomas Gates fliali arrive in Virginia with the extra-

ordinary fupply of one hundred kine, and two hundred fwine, bcfides flora of other
provifion, for the maintenance of the colony, there will appear th;it fuccefs in the

a£tion, as fliall give no man caufe of diftruft, that hath already adventured, but encourage
every good mind to further fo good a work, as will redound both to the glory of God,
to the credit of our nation, and the comfort of all thofe that have been inftruments in

the furthering of it."

Out of the Lord La Ware's difcourfe, publifhed by authority, 1 6 1 1

.

The Government furrendered to Sir Thomas Dale, who arrived in Virginia the 1 oth of
May 161 1. Out ofMr. Hamor's Book.

BEFORE the Lord La Ware arrived in England, the council and company had dif-

patched away Sir Thomas Dale with three fhips, men and cattle, and all other provi-

fions neceflTary for a year ; all which arrived well the loth of May 161 1, where he
found them growing again to their former ftate of penury, being fo improvident as not

to put com in the ground for their bread, but trufted to the ftore, then furniflied but

with three months provifion ; his firfl care therefore was to employ all hands about

fetting of corn, at the two forts at Kecoughtan, Henry and Charles, whereby the

feafon then not fully paft, though about the end of May, we had an indifferent crop of

good corn.

This bufmefs taken order for, and the care and trufl of it committed to his under-

officers, to James Town he haflened, where moft of the company were at their daily

and ufual works, bowling in the flreets ; thefe he employed about neceffary works, as

felling of timber, repairing their houfes ready to fall on their heads, and providing

pales, polls and rails, to impale his propofed new town, which by reafon of his ignorance,,

being but newly arrived, he had not refolved where to feat ; therefore to better his

knowledge, with one hundred men he fpent fonie time in viewing the river of Nanfa-

mund, in defpite of the Indians then our enemies; then our own river to the Falls,

where upon a high land, environed wjth the main river, fome twelve miles from the

Falls, by Arfahattock, he refolved to plant his new town.

It was no fmall trouble to reduce his people fo timely to good order, being of fo ill a

condition, as may well witnefs his fecurity and flricl imprinted book of articles, then

needful with all extremity to be executed ; now much mitigated : fo as if his laws had

not been fo flrittly executed, I fee not how the utter fubverfion of the colony Ihould

have been prevented, witnefs Webbe's and Price's defign the firfl year, fnice that of

Abbot's, and others, more dangerous than the former. Here I entreat your patience

for an apology, though not a pardon. This Jeffrey Abbots, however this author

cenfures him, and the governor executes him, I know he had long ierved both in

Ireland and Netherlands ; here he was a ferjeant of my company, and I never faw ia

Virginia a more fufiicient foldier, lefs turbulent, a better wit, more hardy or induflri-

ous, nor any more forward to cut off them that fought to abandon the country, or

wrong the colony ; how ungratefully thofe deferts might be rewarded, envied, or neg-

lected, or his far inferiors preferred to over-top him, I know not, but fuch occafions

might move a faint, much more a man, to an unadvifed pafTionate impatience; but how-

ever, it feems he hath been punifhed for his offences, that was never rewarded for his

deferts. And even this fummer Cole and Kitchins plot with three more, bending their.

9 courfe
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courfe to Ocanahowan, five days journey from us, where they report are Spaniards

inhabiting. Thefe were cut oiF by the favages, hired by us to hunt them home to

receive their deferts : fo as Sir Thomas Dale hath not b?en fo tyrannous nor fevere by
the half, as there was occafion and jufl; caufe for it, and though the manner was not

ufual, we were rather to have regard to thofe, whom we would have terrified and

made fearful to commit the like offences, than to the offenders juflly condemned, for

amongfl them fo hardened in evil, the fear of a cruel, painful, and unufual death more
reftrains them, than death itfelf. Thus much I have proceeded of his endeavours,

until the comin? of Sir Thomas Gates, in preoarinp- himfelf to proceed as he

mtendcd.

Now in England again to fecond this noble knight, the council and company with all

poflible expedition prepared for Sir Thomas Gates fix tall (hips, with three hundred

men, and one hundred kine and other cattle, with ammunition and all other manner of

provifion that could be thought needful ; and about the ill or 2nd of Augufl 16 11,

arrived lafely at Jauies Town.

The Government returned again to Sir Thomas Gates, 1 6 u

.

THESE worthy knights being met, after their welcome falutations. Sir Thomas Dale
acquainted him what he had done, and what he intended, which defign Sir Thomas
Gates well approving, furnilhed him with three hundred and fifty men, fuch as himfelf

made choice of. In the beginning of September 161 1, he fet fail, and arrived where
he intended to build his new town : within ten or twelve days he had environed it with

a pale, and in honour of our noble Prince Henry, called it Henrico. The next work
he did, was building at each corner of the town, a high commanding watch-houfe, a

church, and fliore-houfes ; which finiflied, he began to think upon convenient houfes for

himfelf and men, which, with all poffiblefpeed he could, he effected, to the great content

of his company, and all the colony.

This town is fituated upon a neck of a plain rifing land, three parts environed with

the main river, the neck of land well impaled, makes it like an ifle ; it hath three flreets

of well framed houfes, a handfome church, and the foundation of a better laid, to be
built of brick, befides llore-houfes, watch-houfes, and fuch like : upon the verge of

the river there are five houfes, wherein live the honefter fort of people, (as farmers in

England) and they keep continual centinel for the town's fecurity. About two miles

from the town, into the main, is another pale, near two miles in length, from river to

river, guarded withfeveral commanders, with a good quantity of corn-ground impaled
fufficiently fccured to maintain more than I fuppofe will come this three years.

On the other fide of the river, for the fecurity of the town, is intended to be impaled

for the fecurity of our hogs, about two miles and a half, by the name of Hope in Faith,

and Coxendale, fecurcd by five of our manner efforts, which are but palifadoes, called

Charity Fort, Mount Rlalado, a guefi; houfe for fick people, a high feat and wholefome
air, Elizabeth Fort, and Fort Patience: and here hath Mr. Whitakcr chofen his parfo-

nage, impaled a fair framed parfonage, and one hundred acres called Rocke-hall, but
thefe are not half finifhcd.

About Chrilfmas following in this fame year i6t i, in regard of the injury done us

by them of Apamatuck, Sir Thomas Dale, without the lofs of any, except fome few
favages, took it and their corn, being but five miles'by land from Henrico, and con-
fidering how commodious it might be for us, refolved to poffefs and plant it, and at

the inftant called it the New Bermudas, whercunto he hath laid out and annexed to

5 the
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the belonging freedom and corporation for ever, many miles of champaign and wood-
land ground in i'evcral hundreds, as the upper and nether hundreds, Rochdale hun-

dred, Well Sherly hundred, and Dig's hundred. In the nether hundred lie firfl began

to plant, for there is the mofl: corn ground, and with a pale of two miles, cut over

from river to river, whereby we have fecured eight Englifli miles in conipafs ; upon
which circuit, within half a mile of each other, are many fair houfes already buik,

befidcs particular men's houfes near to the number of fifty. Rochdale, by a crofs pale

well nigh four miles long, is alfo planted with houfes along the pale, in which hun-

dred our hogs and cattle have twenty miles circuit to graze in iecurcly. The building

of the city is referred till our harvefl: be in, which he intends to make a retreat againft

any foreign enemy.

About iifty miles from thcfe is James Town, upon a fertile peninfula, which

although formerly fcandaled for an unhealthful air, we find it as healthful as any-

other part of the country ; it hath two rows of houfes of framed timber, and fome of

them two ftories, and a garret higher, three large flore-houfes joined together in

length, and he hath newly ftrongly impaled the town. This ifle, and much ground
about it, is much inhabited : to Kecoughtan we accounted it forty miles, where they

live well with half that allowance the reft have from the ftore, becaufe of the extraor-

dinary quantity of fifli, fowl, and deer, as you may read at large in the difcoveries of

Captain Smith. And thus I have truly related unto you the prefent eftate of that

fmall part of Virginia we frequent and pofTefs.

Since there was a fliip freighted with provifion and forty men ; and another fince

then with the like number and provifion, to flay twelve months in the country with

Captain Argall, which was fent not long after. After he had recreated and refreflied

his company, he was fent to the river Patawomeke to trade for corn, the favages

about us having fmall quarter, but friends and fees as they found advantage and

opportunity : but to conclude our peace, thus it happened. Captain Argall having

entered into a great acquaintance with lapazaws, an old friend of Captain Smith's, and

fo to all our nation, ever fince he difcovered the country : hard by him there was

Pocahontas, whom Captain Smith's relations entitled the nonpareil of Virginia, and

though flie had been many times a preferver of him and the whole colony, yet till this

accident fiie was never feen at James Town fince his departure, being at Patawomeke,
as it leems, thinking herfelf unknown, was eafily by her friend lapazaws, perfuaded to

go abroad with him and his wife to fee the (hip, for Captain Argall had promifed him a

copper kettle to bring her but to him, promifing no way to hurt her, but keep her till

they could conclude a peace with her father ; the favage for this copper kettle would

have done any thing it feemed by the relation, for though (he had feen and been in

many {hips, yet he caufed his wife to fain how defirous fhe was to fee one, and that

he offered to beat her for her importunity till flie wept. But at laft he told her if

Pocahontas would -go with her, he was content : and thus they betrayed the poor

innocent Pocahontas aboard, where they were all kindly feafted in the cabin. lapa-

zaws treading often on the captain's foot, to remember he had done his part, the cap-

tain when he faw his time, perfuaded Pocahontas to the gun-room, feigning to have

forae conference with lapazaws, which was only that ihe ihould not perceive he was

any way guilty of her captivity : fo fending for her again, he told her before her

friends Ihe muft go with him, and compound peace betwixt her country and us, before

fhe ever fliould fee Powhatan, whereat the old Jew and his wife began to howl and cry

as faft as Pocahontas, that upon the captain's fair perfuafions, by degrees pacifying

herfelf, and lapazaws and his wife with the kettle and other toys, ^yent merrily on

ibore.
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fhoic, and fhe to James Town. A meffenger forthwith was fent to her father, that

his daughter Pocahontas he loved fo dearly, he mud ranfom with our men, fwords,

pieces, tools, &c. he treacheroully had ftolen.

This unwelcome news much troubled Powhatan, becaufe he loved both his daughter

and our commodities well, yet it was three months after ere he returned us any

anfwer : then by the perfuafion of the council, he returned feven of our men, with

each of them an unferviceable mufket, and fent us word that when we would deliver

his daughter, he would make us fatisfaclion for all injuries done us, and give us five

hundred buflicls of corn, and for ever be friends with us. That he fent we received

in part of payment, and returned him this anfwer, that his daughter fhould be well

ufed, but we could not believe the reft of our arms were either loft or ftolen from him,

and therefore till he fent them we would keep his daughter.

This anfwer it feemed much difpleafed him, for we heard no more from him a long

time after, when with Captain Argall's ftiip, and fome other velfels belonging to the

eolony. Sir Thomas Dale, with a hundred and fifty men well appointed, went up into

his own river, to his chief habitation with his daughter ; with many fcornful bravadoes

they affronted us, proudly demanding why we came thither; our reply was, we had

brought his daughter, and to receive the ranfom for her that was promifed or to have

it perforce. They nothing difmayed thereat, told us we were welcome if we came
to fight, for they were provided for us, but advifed us, if we loved our lives to retire,

elfe they would ufe us as they had done Captain RatlifFe : we told them we would

prefently have a better anfwer, but we were no fooner within fhot of the fhore than,

they let fly their arrows among us in the (hip.

Being thus juftly provoked, we prefently manned our boats, went on fliore, burned

all their houfes, and fpoiled all they had we could find, and fo the next day proceeded

higher up the river, where they demanded why we burnt their houfes, and we why
they fhot at us ; they replied, it was fome ftraggling favage, with many other excufes,

they intended no hurt, but were our friends ; we told them we came not to hurt them,

but vifit them as friends alfo. Upon this we concluded a peace, and forthwith they

difpatched meflengers to Powhatan, whofe anfwer, they told us, we muft expe£l four-

and-twenty hours ere the melfengers could return : then they told us our men were
run away for fear we would hang them, yet Powhatan's men were run after them ; as

for our fwords and pieces, they fhould be brought us the next day, which was only

but to delay time, for the next day they came not. Then we went higher to a houfe

of Powhatan's, called Matchot, where we faw about four hundred men well appointed

;

here they dared us to come on fhore, which we did ; no fhew of fear they made at all,

nor offered to refift our landing, but walking boldly up and down amongft us,

demanded to confer with our captain, of his coming in that manner, and to have truce

till they could but once more fend to their king to knovi^ his pleafure, which if it were
not agreeable to their expedation, then they would fight with us, and defend their

own as they could, which was but only to defer the time to carry away their provifion;

yet we promifed them truce till the next day at noon, and then if they would fight

with us, they fhould know when we would begin by our drums and trumpets.

Upon this promife, two of Powhatan's fons came unto us to fee their filler, at whofe
fight, feeing her well, though they heard to the contrary, they much rejoiced, pro-

mifing they would perfuade her father to redeem her, and for ever be friends with us.

And upon this, the two brethren went on board with us, and we fent Mr. John Rolfe
.and Mr. Sparkes to Powhatan, to acquaint him with the bufinefs ; kindly they were
•entertained, but not admitted the prefence of Powhatan, but they fpoke with Opechau-

canough.
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canough, his brother and fucceflbr ; he promifcd to do the befl: he could to Powhatan,

all might be well. So it being April, and time to prepare our ground, and fet our corn,

we returned to James Town, promifing the forbearance of their performing their pro-

mifc till the next harveft.

Long before this, Mr. John Rolfe, an honefl: gentleman, and of good behaviour, had

been in love with Pocahontas, and flie with him, which thing at that inftant I made
known to Sir Thomas Dale, by a letter from him, wherein he intreated his advice, and

Ihe acquainted her brother with it, which refolution Sir Thomas Dale well approved ;

the bruit of this marriage came foon to the knowledge ofPowhatan, a thing acceptable

to him, as appeared by his fudden confent ; for within ten days, he fent Opachifco, an

old uncle of hers, and two of his fons, to fee the manner of the marriage, and to do in

that behalf what they were requefled, for the confirmation thereof, as his deputy

;

which was accordingly done about the firfl: of April ; and ever fmce we have had

friendly trade and commerce, as well with Powhatan himfelf as all his fubjefts.

Befides this, by the means of Powhatan, we became in league with our next neigh-

bours, the Chicahamanias, a lufty and a daring people, free of themfelves. Thefe

people, fo foon as they heard of our peace with Powhatan, fent two meflengers with

prefents to Sir Thomas Dale, and offered them his fervice, excufmg all former injuries,

hereafter they would ever be King James's fubjeds, and relinquifli the name of Chicka-

hamania, to be called TaffautelTus, as they call us, and Sir Thomas Dale their governor,

as the King's deputy ; only they defired to be governed by their own laws, which is

eight of their elders as his fubftitutes. This offer he kindly accepted, and appointed the

day he would come to vifit them.

When the appointed day came. Sir Thomas Dale and Captain Argall, with fifty

men, well appointed, went to Chickahamania, where we found the people expefting our

coming ; they ufed us kindly, and the next morning fat in council, to conclude their

peace upon thefe conditions :

Firfl, they fhould for ever be called Englifhmen, and be true fubjefts to King James

and his deputies.

Secondly, neither to kill nor detain any of our men, nor cattle, but bring them home.

Thirdly, to be always ready to furnifh us with three hundred men, againfl the Spa-

niards, or any.

Fourthly, they fhall not enter our towns, but fend woi-d they are new Engliflimen.

Fifthly, that every fighting man, at the beginning of harvefl, fhall bring to our ftore

two bufhels of corn, for tribute, for which they fhall receive fo many hatchets.

Laftly, the eight chief men fhould fee all this performed, or receive the punifliment

themfelves ; for their diligence they fhould have a red coat, a copper chain, and King

James's pifture, and be accounted his noblemen.

All this they concluded with a general affent, and a great fhout to confirm it ; then

one of the old men began an oration, bending his fpeech firfl to the old men, then to

the young, and then to the women and children, to make them underftand how
ftriftly they were to obferve thefe conditions, and we would defend them from the fury

of Powhatan, or any enemy whatfoever, and furnifli them with copper, beads, and

hatchets ; but all this was rather for fear Powhatan and we, being fo linked together,

would bring them again to his fubjeftion ; the which to prevent, they did rather choofe

to be proteded by us, than tormented by him, whom they held a tyrant. And thus

we returned again to James Town.
When our people were fed out of the common flore, and laboured jointly together,

glad was he could flip from his labour, or flumber over his talk he cared not how, nay,

VOL. xiii. Q the
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ihe mofl: honeft amongfl: tliem would hardly take fo much true pains in a week, as

now for themfelvcs they will do in a day ; neither cared they for the increaft, pre-

luming that howfoever the harveft profpered, the general flore mufl: maintain them, fo

that we reaped not fo much corn from the labours of thirty, as now three or four do

provide for thcmfclves. To prevent which, Sir Thomas Dale hath allotted every man
three acres of clear ground, in the nature of farms, except the Bermudas, who are ex-

empted, but for one month's fervice in the year, which muft neither be in feed-time

nor harvefl ; for which doing, no other duty they pay yearly to the (tore, but two

barrels and a half of corn (from all thofe farmers, whereof the firft was William Spence,

an honeft, valiant, and an induftrious man, and hath continued from 1607 to this pre-

fent,) from thofe is expeded fuch a contribution to the ftore, as we fliall neither want

for ourfelves, nor to entertain our fupplies ; for the reft, they are to work eleven

months for the ftore, and hath one month only allowed them to get provifion to keep

tliem for twelve, except two bufhels of corn they have out of the ftore ; if thofe can

livefo, why Ihould any fear ftarving ; and it were much better to deny them paifage,

that would not ere they come, be content to engage themfelvcs to thofe eonditions : for

only from the flothful and idle drones, and none elfe, hath fprung the manifold imputa-

tions Virginia innocently hath undergone ; and therefore I would deter fuch from coming

here, that cannot well brook labour, except they will undergo much punilhment and

penury, if they efcape the fcurvy j but for the induftrious, there is a reward fufficient

;

and if any think there is nothing but bread, I refer you to his relations that difcovered

the country firft.

T/je Government left to Sir Thomas Dale, upon Sir Thomas Gates's Return for England.

SIR Thomas Dale underftanding there was a plantation of ^grenchmen in the north

part of Virginia, about the degrees of 45, fent Captain Argall to Port Royal and Santa

Crux, where finding the Frenchmen abroad, difperfed in the woods, furprifed their

iliip and pinnace, which was but newly come from France, wherein was much good ap-

parel, and other provifion, which he brought to James Town, butr_the men efcaped, and

lived among the favages of thofe countries.

It pleafcd Sir Thomas Dale, before my return to England, becaufe I would be able

to fpeak fomewhat of my own knowledge, to give me leave to vifit Powhatan and his

court ; being provided, I had Thomas Savage with me for my interpreter ; with him,

and two favages for guides, I went from the Bermuda in the morning, and came to

Matchet the next night, where the King lay upon the river of Pamaunke ; his entertain-

ment was ftrange to me j the boy he knew well, and told him, " My child, I gave you
leave, being my boy, to go fee your friends, and thefe four years I have not feen you,

nor heard of my own man Namoutack,! fent to England, though many fliips fince have

been returned thence." Having done with him, he began with me, and demanded

for the chain of pearl he fent his brother Sir Thomas Dale, at his firft arrival, which

was a token betwixt them, whenever he fliould fend a meflenger from himfelf to him,

he ihould wear that chain about his neck, fince the peace was concluded, otherwife he

was to bind him, and fend him home.

It is true, Sir Thomas Dale had fent him fuch word, and gave his page order to give

it mo, but he forgot it, and till this prefent I never heard of it
;

yet I replied I did know
jhcre was fuch an order, but that was when upon a fudden he fhould have occafion to

find an F.ngiift^man without an Indian guide •, but if his own people fliould conduct his

neflengtr, as two of his did me, wbo knew uiy meftage, it was fuflicieat ; with

5 which
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which anfvver he was contented, and fo conduced us to his houfe, where was a guard
of two hundred bow-men, that always attend Iiis perfon. The firft thing he did, he of-

fered me a pipe of tobacco, then afkcd me how his brother Sir Thomas Dale did, and
his daughter, and unlcnown fon, and how they hved, loved, and liked. I told him his

brother was well, and his daughter fo contented, flie would not live again with him ;

whereat he laughed, and demanded the caufc of my coming. I told him my melTage

was private, and I was to deliver it only to himfelf and Papafchicher, one of my guides

that was acquainted with it ; inftantly he commanded all out of the houfe, but only his

two Queens, that always fit by him ; and bade me fpeak on.

I told him, by my interpreter, Sir Thomas Dale hath fent you two pieces of copper,

five firings of white and blue beads, five wooden combs, ten filh-hooks* a pair of
knives, and that when you would fend for it, he would give you a grind ftone. All this

pleafed him: but then I told him his brother Dale, hearing of the fame of his youngeft

daughter, defiring in any cafe he would fend her by me unto him, in teftimony of his

love, as well for that he intended to marry her, as the defire her fifler had to fee her,

becaufe being now one people, and he defirous for ever to dwell in his country, he
conceived there could not be a truer affurance of peace and friendfhip, than in fuch a

natural band of an united union.

I needed not entreat his anfwer by his oft interrupting me in my fpeech ; and pre-

fently with much gravity he thus replied:

" I gladly accept your falute of love and peace, which while I live, I fhall exaftly

keep ; his pledges thereof I receive with no lefs thanks, although they are not fo ample

as formerly he had received : but for my daughter, I have fold her within this few day5

to a great Werowance, for two bufliels of rawrenoke, three days journey from me." I

replied, I knew his greatnefs in refloring the rawrenoke ; might call her again to

gratify his brother, and the rather, becaufe {he was but twelve years old; affuring him,

befides the band of peace, he fliould have for her three times the worth of the

rawrenoke in beads, copper, hatchets, &;c. His anfwer was, he loved his daughter as

his life; and though he had many children, he delighted in none fo much as fhe, whom
if he fhould not often behold, he could not poflibly live, which flie Hving with us he

could not do. Having refolved upon no terms to put himfelf into our hands, or come
amongft us, therefore defired me to urge him no further, but return his brother this

anfwer: that, " I defire no firmer affurance of his friendfliip than the promifehe hath

made : from me he hath a pledge, one of my daughters, which fo long as fhe lives fliall

be fufficient, when fhe dies, he ihall have another : I hold it not a brotherly part to

defire to bereave me of my two children at once. Farther, tell him, though he had no
pledge at all, he need not diflrufl: any injury from me or my people; there have been

too many of his men and mine flain, and by my occafion there fhall never be more,

(I, which have power to perform it, have faid it) although I fhould have juft caufe, for

1 am now old, and would gladly end my days in peace : if you offer me injury, my
country is large enough to go from you : thus much 1 hope will fatisfy ray brother.

Now becaufe you are weary, and I fleepy, we will thus end." So commanding us

vicluals and lodging, we refted that night ; and the next morning he came to vifit us,

and kindly conducted us to the befl cheer he had. William Parker.

While I here remained, by chance came an Englifhman, whom there had been fur-

prifed three years ago at Fort Henry, grown fo like, both in complexion and habit

like a favage, I knew him not, but by his tongue : he defired me to procure his liberty,

which I intended, and fo far urged Powhatan, that he grew difcontented, and told tne,

you have one of my daughters, and I am content ; but you cannot fee one of your men
Q 2 with
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with me, but you mud have him away, or break friendfhip ; if you muft needs have

him, you fhall go home without guides, and if any evil befall you, thank youifelves : I

told him I would, but if I returned not well, he muft expe£t a revenge; and his brother

might havejuil caufe to fufpefl him. So in paffionhelett me till fupper, and then gave

me fuch as he had with a cheerful countenance : about midnight he awaked us, and

promifed in the mofning my return with Parker : but I muft remember his brother to

fend him ten great pieces of copper, a fliaving-knife, a frow, a grind ftone, a net, fifli-

hooks, and fuch toys ; which left I fliould forget, he caufed me write in a table-book he

had ; however he got it, it was a fair one ; I defired he would give it me ; he told me no,

it did him much good in fhewing to ftrangers
;
yet in the morning when we departed,

having furniflied us well with provifion, he gave each of us a buck's fkin as well dreffed

as could be, and fent two more to his fon and daughter : and fo we returned to

James Town.
Written by Mr. Ralph Hamor. and John Rolph.

I have read the fubftance of this relation in a letter written by Sir Thomas Dale,

another by Mr. Whitaker, and a third by Mr. John Rolfe, how careful they were to

inftruft her in chriftianity, and how capable and defirous fhe was thereof; after fhe had

been fome time thus tutored, flie never had defire to go to her father, nor could well

endure the fociety of her own nation ; the true affedion fhe conftantly bore her

huft)and was much ; and the ftrange apparitions and violent pafTions he endured for her

love, as he deeply protefted, was wonderful ; and {he openly renounced her country's

idolatry, confefled the faith of Chrift, and was baptized, but either the coldnefs of the

adventurers, or the bad ufage of that was collefted, or both, caufed this worthy knight

to write thus: " Oh why fhould fo many princes and noblemen engage themfelves, and
thereby intermeddling herein, have caufed a number of fouls tranfport themfelves, and
be tranfported hither ? Why (hould they, I fay, relinquifli this fo glorious an adion :

for if their ends be to build God a church, they ought to perfevere ; if otherwife, yet

their honour engageth them to be conftant ; howioever they ftand afte<fl:ed, here is

enough to content them. Thefe are the things have animated me to ftay a little feafon

from them, I am bound in confcience to return unto ; leaving all contenting pleafures

and mundall delights, to refide here with much turmoil, which I will rather do than

fee God's glory diminifhed, my King and country difhonoured, and thefe poor fouls I

have in charge revived, which would quickly happen if I fhould leave them ; fo few I

have with me fit to command or manage the bufmefs : Mr. Whitaker, their preacher,

complaineth, and much mufeth, that fo few of our Englifh minifters, that were fo hot

againft the furplice and fubfcription come hither, where neither is fooken of. Do ihey

not wilfully hide their talents, or keep themfelves at home, for fear of Ipfing a few
pleafures ; be there not any among them of Mofes's mind, and of the apoftles, that

forfook all to follow Chrift ? but I refer them to the Judge of all hearts, and to the

King that fhall reward every one according to his talent.
,

From Virginia, June i8, 1614,

The bufmefs being brought to this perfedion. Captain Argall returned for England
in the latter end of June 1614, arriving in England, and bringing thefe good tidings to
the council and company by the afliftances of Sir Thomas Gates, that alfo had returned
from Virginia but the March before ; it was prefently concluded, that to fupply
this good fuccefs with all expedition, the ftanding lottery fliould be drawn with
all diligent conveniency, and that pofterity may remember upon occafion to ufe the
like according to the declaration, I think it not araifs to remember thus much.

The
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The Contents of the Declaration of the Lottery publijhed by the Councit.

IT is apparent to the world, by how many former proclamations, wc manifefted our

intents to have drawn out the great {landing lottery long before this, which not falling

out as we defired, and others expedbed, whofe monies are adventured therein, we

thought good, therefore, for the avoiding all unjufl: and fmifter coiiftruftions, to re-

folve the doubts of all indifferent minded, in three fpecial points for their better fatif-

faftion.

But ere I go any further, let us remember there was a running lottery ufed a long

time in St. Paul's Church-yard, where this flood, that brought into the treafury good

funis of money daily, though the lot was but fmall.

Now for the points : the firfl is, for as much as the adventurers came in fo flackly

for the year pafl, without prejudice to the generality, in lofmg the blanks and prizes,

we were forced to petition to the Honourable Lords, who out of their noble care to

further this plantation, have recommended their letters to the countries, cities, and

good towns in England, which we hope by fending in their voluntary adventurers will

fufficiently fupply us.

The fecond, for fatisfa£llon to all honefl well affefted minds, is, that though this

expeftation anfwer not our hopes, yet we have not failed in our Chriflian care the good

of that colony, to whom w^e have lately fent two fundry fupplies, and were they but

now fupplied with more hands, we fhould foon refolve the divifion of the country by

lot, and fo lefTen the general charge.

The third is, our conflant refolution, that feeing our credits are fo far engaged to

the Honourable Lords and the whole flate, for the drawing this great lottery, which

we intend fhall be without delay the 26th of June next, defiring all fuch as have un-

dertaken with books to folicit their friends, that they will not withhold their monies till

the laft month be expired, left we be unwillingly forced to proportion a lefs value and

number of our blanks and prizes, which hereafter foUoweth.

Welcomes.
Crown?.

To him that firfl fliall be drawn out with a blank loo

To the fecond ,.--.-50
To the third .-.----' 25

To him that every day during the drawing of this lottery fhall be firft drawn

out with a blank - - _ - . - - - - lo

Prizes.

1 Great prize of -

2 Great prizes, each of

4 Great prizes, each of

6 Great prizes, each of

10 Prizes, each of »•

20 Prizes, each of

100 Prizes, each of

200 Prizes, each of

400 Prizes, each of

Crowns.

4500
2000
1000

500
300
200
100

50
20

1 000



jl% smith's VIRGINIA,

Crownr,

jooo Prizes, each of - - - - lo

looo Prizes, each of .«---- 8

looo Prizes, each of . - - - 6

4000 Prizes, each of - - - - - 4
1000 Prizes, each of - - - ' " 3
1000 Prizes, each of - - - • - - 2

Rewards.
Clowns.

To him that {hall be lafl; drawn out with a blank - - - 25

To him that putteth in the greateft lot under one name - I ' - 400

To him that putteth in the fecond greateft number ... ^oo 1

To him that putteth in the third greateft number ----- 200

To him that putteth in the fourth greateft number - - - xoo

If divers be of equal number, their rewards are to be divided proportionally.

Addition of new Rewards.

The blank that (hall be drawn out next before the great prize fliall have - 25
The blank that fliall be drawn out next after the faid great prize - - 25
The blanks that fliall be drawn out immediately before the two next great

prizes fhall have each of them ---.-,.20
The feveral blanks next after them, each fliall have - - - 20
The feveral blanks next before the four great prizes, each fliall have - 15
The feveral blanks next after them, each fliall have - - - - 15
The feveral blanks next before the fix great prizes, each fliall have - - 10

The feveral blanks next after them, each fliall have - - - 10

The prizes, welcomes, and rewards fliall be paid in ready money, plate, or other

goods reafonably rated ; if any diflike of the plate or goods, he fliall have money,
abating only the tenth part, except in fmall prizes of ten crowns or under.

The money for the adventurers is to be paid to Sir Thomas Smith, knight, and

treafurer for Virginia, or fuch officers as he fliall appoint in city or country, under the

common feal of the company for the receipt thereof.

All prizes, welcomes, and rewards, drawn wherever they dwell, fliall of the treafurer

have prefent pay ; and whofoever under one name or poefy payeth three pounds in

ready money, fliall receive fix fliillings and eight-pence, or a filver fpoon of that value

at his choice.

About this time it chanced a Spanifli fliip beat to and again before Point Comfort,

and at laft fent afliore their boat as defirous of a pilot. Captain James Davis, the

governor, immediately gave them one, but he was no fooner in the boat, but away

they went with him, leaving three of their companions behind them, this fudden

accident occafioned fome diftruft, and a ftrict examination of thofc three thus left, yet

with as good ufage as our eftatc could aft'ord them. They only contefl'ed having loft

their admiral ; accident had forced them into thofe parts, and two of them were
captains, and in chief authority in the fleet ; thus they lived till one of them was found

to be an Englifliman, and had been the Spaniards' pilot for England in 1588, and having

here induced fome mal-coiitents to believe his projeds, to run away with 5 fmall bark,

which was apprehended, fome executed, and he expecting but the hangman's courtefy,

diredly



SMITH S VIK.G1NIA. 1 jj

dircftly confelTed that two or three Spanifh fliips was at fea, purpofcly to dircovcr the

ellate of the colony, but their coniiiiHrion was not to be opened till they arrived ia

the bay, fo that of any thing more he was utU'rly ignorant. One of the Spaniards at

lafl; died, the otiier was fent for England, but this reprieved, till Sir Thomas Dale
hanged him at fea in his voyage homeward ; the Englifh pilot they carried for Spain,

whom after a long time imprifonment, with much fuit was returned for England.

Whilll thole things were elFeding, Sir Thomas Dale having fettled to his thinking

all things in good order, made choice of one Mr. George Yearly to be deputy-

governor in his abfence, and fo returned for England, accompanied with Pocahontas,

the King's daughter, and Mr. Rolfe her hultand, and arrived at Plymouth the 12th

of June 1616.

The Government left to Captain Tearlj.

NOW a little to commentary upon all thefe proceedings, let me leave but this as a

caveat by the way; if the alteration of government hath Subverted great empires, how
dangerous is it then in the infancy of a commonwealth? The multiplicity of governors

is a great damage to any ftate, but uncertain daily changes are burdenfome, becaufe

their entertamments are chargeable, and many will make hay vvhilfl the fun doth
fhine, however it fliall fare with the generality.

This dear bought land with fo much blood and coft, hath only made fome few rich,

and all the reft lofers. But it was intended at the firft, the firft undertakers Oiould be
firft preferred and rewarded, and the firft adventurers fatisfied, and they of all the reft

are the moft negleded ; and thofe that never adventured a groat, never faw the country,

nor ever did any fervice for it, employed in their places, adorned with their deferts,

and enriched with their ruins; and when they are fed fat, then in cometh others fo

lean as they were, who through their omnipotency doth as much. Thus what one
officer doth another undoth, only auning at their own ends ; thinking all the world
derides his dignity, cannot fill his coffers being in authority with any thing. Every
man hath his mind free, but he can never be a true member to that eftate, that to

enrich himfelf beggars all the country. Which bad courfe there are many yet in this

noble plantation, whofe true honour and worth as much fcorns it, as the other love it ;

for the nobility and gentry there is fcarce any of them expects any thing but the prof-

perity of the a£tion : and there are fome merchants and others, I am confidently

perfuaded, do take more care and pains, nay, and at their continual great charge,

than they could be hired to for the love of money, fo honeftly regarding the general
good of this great work, they would hold it worfe than facrilcge, to wrong it but a

Ihilling, or extort upon the common foldiers a penny. But to the purpofe, and to

follow the hiftory.

Mr. George Yearly, now inverted deputy-governor by Sir Thomas Dale, applied

himfelf for the moft part in planting tobacco, as the moft prefent commodity they
could devife for a prefent gain, fo that every man betook himfelf to the bcft place he
could for the purpofe : now though Sir Thomas Dale had caufed fuch an abundance
of corn to be planted, that every man had fufficient, yet the fupplies fent us,

came fo unfurnifned as quickly eafed us of our fuperfluity. To relieve their neceffi-

ties, he fent to the Chickahamanias for the tribute-corn Sir Thomas Dale and
Captain Argall had conditioned for with them : but fuch a bad anfwer they returned
him, that he drew together one hundred of his beft ftiot, with whom he went to

Chickahamania y the people in fome places ufed hiin indifierently, but in moft places

with^
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with much fcorn and contempt, telling him he was but Sir Thomas Dale's man, and
they had payed his mafler according to condition, but to give any to him they had no
fuch order, neither would they obey him as they had done his niafter; after he had
told them his authoi-ity, and that he had the fame power to enforce theni that Dale
had, they dared him to come on (liore to fight, prefuming more of his not daring,

than llieir own valour. Yearly feeing their infolencies, made no great difficulty to

go on Ihorc at Ozinies, and they as little to encounter him : but marching from thence

towards INIamanahunt, they put themfelves in the fame order they fee us, lead by their

Captain KilTanacomcn, governor of Ozinies, and fo marched clofe along by us, each as

threatening other who fliould iirfl begin. But that night we quartered againft Mamana-
hunt, and tlu>y paiVed the river. The next day we followed them ; there are few

places in Virginia had then more plain ground together, nor more plenty of corn,

which although it was but newly gathered, yet they had hid it in the woods where
we could not find it: a good time we fpent thus in arguing the caufe, the favages

without fear ftanding in ti-oops amongfl us, feeming as if their countenances had been
fuflicient to daunt us : what other pradices they had I know not, but to prevent the

woril, our captain caufed us all to make ready, and upon the word, to let fly among
them, where he appointed : others alfo he commanded to feize on them they could

for prifoncrs ; all which being done according to our direftion, the captain gave the

word, and we prelently difcharged, where twelve lay, fomc dead, the reft for life

fprawling on the ground, twelve more we took prifoners, two whereof were brothers,

two of their eight ciders, the one took by Serjeant Boothc, the other by Robert, a

Polonian ; near one hundred bufliels of corn we had for their ranfoms, which was
promifcd the foldiers for a reward, but it was not performed : now Opechancanough
had agreed with our captain for the fubjeding of thofe people, that neither he nor

Powhatan could ever bring to their obedience, and that he fliould make no peace with

them without his advice: in our return by Ozinies with our prifoners, we met
Opechancanough, who with much ado feigned with what pains he had procured their

peace, the which to requite, they called him the King of Ozinies, and brought him
from all parts many prefents of beads, copper, and fuch trafli as they had ; here as at

many other times we were beholden to Captain Henry Spilman our interpreter, a gen-

tleman who had lived long time in this country, and fometimes a prifoner among the

favages, and done much good fcrvice, though but badly rewarded. From hence we
marched towards James Town; we had three boats loaded with corn and other luggage,

the one of them, being more willing to be at James Town with the news than the

other, was ovcrfet, and eleven men caft away with the boat, corn and all their provi-

fion ; notwithftanding, this put all the reft of the favages in that fear, efpecially in

regard of the great league we had with Opechancanough, that we followed our labours

quietly, and in fuch fccurity, that divers favages of other nations daily frequented us

with what provifions they could get, and would guide our men on hunting, and often

hunt for us themfelves. Captain Yearly had a favage or two fo well trained up to

their pieces, they were as expert as any of the Englilh, and one he kept pm-pofely to

kill him fo\vI. There were divers others had favages in like manner for tlieir men.
TIius we lived together as if we had been one people, all the time Captain Yearly-

flayed with us ; but fuch grudges and difcontents daily increafed among ourfelves, that

upon the arrival of Captain Argall, fcnt by the council and company to be our

governor, Captain Yearly returned for England in the year 1617.

From the writings of Captain Nathaniel Powell, William
Cantrill, Serjeant Boothe, Edward Gurganey.

9 During
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During this time the Lady Rebecca, alias Pocahontas, daughter to Powhatan, by
the diligent care of Mr. John Rolfe, her hulband and his friends, was taught to fpeak

fuch Englifh as might well be undorftood, well inflrucled in chriftianity, and was
become very formal and civil after our Englilh manner; Ihe had alfo by him a child,

which fhe loved moil dearly, and the treafurer and company took order both for the

maintenance of her and it, befides there were divers perfons of great rank and quality

had been very kind to her; and before fhe arrived at London, Captain Smith, to

deferve her former courtefies, made her qualities known to the Queen's mofl; Excellent

Majefty and her court, and wrote a little book to this effed to the Queen : an abftrad

whereof folioweth

:

To the moji high and virtuous Princefs Queen Anne ofGreat Britain.

Moft admired Queen,

THE love I bear my God, my King, and country, hath fo often emboldened me in

the worft of extreme dangers, that now honefty doth conftrain me prefume thus far

beyond myfelf to prefent Your Majefly this fhort difcourfe : if ingratitude be a deadly

poifon to all honeft virtues, 1 mufl: be guilty ot that crime, if I fhould omit any means
to be thankful. So it is.

That fome ten years ago, being in Virginia, and taken prifoner by the power of Pow-
hatan, their chief king, I received from this great favage exceeding great courtefy, efpe-

cially from his fon Nantaquaus, the mod manliefl:, comeliell, boldeft fpirit I ever faw in

a favage, and his filler Pocahontas, the king's moll dear and well-beloved daughter,

being but a child of twelve or thirteen years of age, whofe compaffionate pitiful heart,

of my defperate flate, gave me much caufe to refpetl her ; I being the firfl: chriftian

this proud King and his grim attendants ever faw, and thus enthralled in their barbarous

power, I cannot fay I felt the leaft occafion of want that was in the power of thofe my
mortal foes to prevent, notvvithftanding all their threats. After fome fix weeks fatting

amongfl thofe favage courtiers, at the minute of my execution, {he hazarded the beating

out of her own brains to fave mine, and not only that, but fo prevailed with her father,

that I was fafely conducted to James Town, where I found about eight-and-thirty mife-

rable poor and fick creatures, to keep poffeflion of all thofe large territories of Virginia,

fuch was the weaknefs of this poor commonwealth, as had the favages not fed us, we
direftly had flarved.

And this relief, mod gracious Queen, was commonly brought us by this Lady
Pocahontas, notwithftanding all thefe paiTages when inconitant Fortune turned our peace

to war, this tender virgin would ftiil not fpare to dare to vifit us, and by her our jars have

been oft appeafed, and our wants flill fupplied ; were it the policy of her father thus

to employ her, or the ordinance of God thus to make her his inllrument, or her ex-

traordinary affedion to our nation, I know not ; but of this I am fure, when her father,

with the utmolt of his policy and power, fought to furprize me, having but eighteen

with me, the dark night could not affright her from coming through the irkfome woods,

and with watered eyes, gave me intelligence, with her befl advice, to efcape bis fury ;

which had he known, he had furely flain her. James Town, with her wild train, flie

as freely frequented as her father's habitation ; and during the time ot two or three

years, fhe next, under God, was flill the inflrument to preferve this colony from death,

famine, and utter confufion, which if in thofe times had once been diffolved, Virginia

might have lain as it was at our firfl; arrival to this day. Since then this bufmefs having

VOL. xiii. R beca
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been turned and varied by many accidents from that I left it at, it is moft certain, after

a long and troublefome war, after my departure, betwixt her father and our colony,

all which time Ihe was not heard of, about two years after {he herfelf was taken pri-

foner, being fo detained near two years longer ; the colony by that means was relieved,

peace concluded, and at laft, rejecting her barbarous condition, was married to an Englifh

gentleman, with whom at this prefent fhe is in England ; the firft Chriitian ever of

that nation, the firft Virginian ever fpake Englifh, or had a child in marriage by an

Englifliman, a matter furely, if my meaning be truly confidered and well underftood,

worthy a Princefs's underftanding.

Thus, moft gracious Lady, I have related to Your Majefty, what at your befl leifure

our approved hiftorieswill account you at large, and done in the time of Your Majefty's

life, and however this might be prefented you from a more worthy pen, it cannot from

a more honeft heart ; as yet I never begged any thing of the ftate, or any, and it is my
want of ability and her exceeding deiert, your birth, means and authority, her birth,

virtue, want, and fimplicity, doth make me thus bold, humbly to bcleech Your Mnjefly

to take this knowledge of her, though it be from one fo unworthy to be the reporter as

myfelf, her huftand's eftate not being able to make her fit to attend Your Majefty :

the moft: and leaft I can do, is to tell you this, becaufe none fo oft hath ti-ied it as my-

felf, and the rather being of fo great a fi)irit, however her ftature : if fhe fliould not be

well received, feeing this kingdom may rightly have a kingdom by her means ; her

prefent love to us and chriftianity, might turn to fuch fcorn and fury, as to divert all

this good to the worft of evil, where finding fo great a Queen fliould do her fome

honour more than {lie can imagine, for being fo kind to your fervants and fubjefts,

would fo ravifli her with content, as endear her deareft blood to efiect that Your Ma-

jefty and all the King's honeft lubjecls moft earneftly defire ; and fo I humbly kifs

your gracious hands.

Being about this time preparing to fet h\\ for New England, I could not ftay to do

her that fervice I defired, and {he well deferved ; but hearing fhe was at Branford, with

divers of my friends, I went to fee her : after a modeft falutation, without any word,

Ihe turned about, obfcured her face, as not feeming well contented ; and in that hu-

mour, her hufband, with divers others, we all left her two or three hours, repenting

myfelf to have writ {he could fpeak Englifli. But not long after, {lie began to talk,

and remembered me well what courtefies fhe had done ; laying, " You did promife

Powhatan what was yours {lioukl be his, and he the like to you
;
you called him father,

being in his land a flranger, and by the fame reafon, fo mull I do you :" which, though

I would have excul'ed, 1 durft not allow of that title, becaufe flic was a King's daughter.

"With a well-fet countenance, {he faid, " Were you not afraid to come into my father's

country, and caufed fear in him and all his people (but me) ; and fear you here I fliould

call you father? I tell you tlun I will, and you fliall call me child, and {b I will be for

ever and ever your countryman. They did tell us always you were dead, and I knew

no other till I came to Plymouth
;

yet Powhatan did command Vctamatomakkin to

leek you, and know the truth, becaule your countrymen v.'ill lie much."

This favage, one of Powhatan's council, being amongft them held an underftanding

fellow, the King purpoi'cly fent him, as they fay, to number the people here, and inform

him well what we were, and our ftate. Arriving at Plymouth, according to his direc-

tions, he got a long Hick, whereon by notches he did think to have kept the number

of all the men he could fee, but he was quickly weary of that tafli ; coming to London,

where by chance I met him, having renewed our acquaintance, where many were de-

firous to hear and fee his behaviour, he told me, Powhatan did bid him to find me out,

to
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to fliew him our God, the King, Queen, and Prince, I fo much had told them of: con-
cerning God, I told him the bed 1 could ; the King, I heard, he had feen, and the refl

he fhould lee wlien he would ; he denied ever to have feen the King, till by circum-

ftances he was falisfied he had ; then he replied very fadly, " You gave Powhatan a

white dog, which Powhatan fed as himfelf j but your King gave me nothing, and I am
better than your white dog."

The fmall time I flaid in London, divers courtiers and others, my acquaintances, hath
gone with me to fee her, that generally concluded, they did think God had a great hand
in her converfion, and they have feen many Englifh ladies worfe favoured, propor-

tioned, and behaviourcd ; and as fince I have heard it pleafed both the King and Queen's
Majefly honourably to efteein her, accompanied with that honourable lady the Lady
De la Warre, and that honourable Lord her hufband, and divers other perfons of good
qualities, both publicly at the malks and otherwife, to her great fatisfaftion and con-
tent, which doubtlefs fhe would have deferved, had fhe Uved to arrive in Virginia.

The Government devolved to Captain Samuel Argall, 1 6
1
7.

THE treafurer, council, and company having well furnifhed. Captain Samuel
Argall, the lady Pocahontas alias Rebecca, with her hufband and others, in the good
fiiip called the George, it pleafed God, at Gravefend, to take this young lady to his

mercy, where flie made not more forrow for her unexpected death, than joy to the

beholders, to hear and fee her make fo religious and godly an end. Her little child,

Thomas Rolfe, tiierefore was left at Plymouth, with Sir Lewis Stukly, that defired the

keeping of it. Captain Hamar, his vice-admiral, was gone before, but he found him
at Plymouth. In March they fet fail, 1617, and in May he arrived at James Town,
where he was kindly entertained by Captain Yearley and his company in a martial order,

whofe right hand file was led by an Indian. In James Town he found but five or fix

houfes, the church down, the pallifadoes broken, the bridge in pieces, the well of
frefli water fpoiled j the ftore-houfe they ufcd for the church, the market-place, and
flreets, and all other fpare places planted with tobacco, the favages as frequent in their

houfes as themfelves, whereby they were become expert in our arms, and had a great

many in their cuflody and poffeffion, the colony difperfed all about, planting tobacco.

Captain Argall not liking thofe proceedings, altered them agreeable to his own mind,
taking the belt order he could for repairing thofe defefts, which did exceedingly
trouble us ; we were conftrained every year to build and repair our old cottages, which
were always a decaying in all places of the country

;
yea, the very courts of guard

built by Sir Thomas Dale, was ready to fall, and the pallifadoes not fufficient to keep
out hogs. Their number of people were about four hundred, but not pad two hun-
dred fit forhufbandry and tillage : we found there in all one hundred and twenty-eight

cattle, and fourfcore and eight goats, befides innumerable numbers of fwine ; and good
plenty of corn in fome places : yet the next' year the captain fent out a frigate and a
pinnace, that brought us near fix himdred bulhels more, which did greatly relieve the

whole colony : for from the tenants we feldoni had above four hundred bufhels of rent

corn to the itore, and there was not remaining of the companies' company, paft xour-

and-fifty men, women and children.

1 his year having planted our fields, came a great drought, and fuch a cruel ftorm
of hail, which did fuch fpoil both to the corn and tobacco, that we reaped but fmall

profit, the magazine that came in the George, being five months in her paflage, proved
R 2 very
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very badly conditioned, but ere Ihe arrived, we had gathered and made up our tobacco,

the bell: at three (hillings the pound, the reft at eighteen penca.

To fupply us, the council and company, with all pollible care and diligence, fur-

nifhed a good (hip, of fome two hundred and fifty tons, with two hundred people and

the Lord la Ware. They let fail in April, and took their courfe by the weftern ides,

where the governor of the ifle ot Saint Michael received the Lord la Ware, and

honourably feafted him, with all the content he could give him. Going from thence,

they were long troubled with contrary winds, in which time many of them fell very fick,

thirty died, one of which number was that moft honourable lord governor the Lord La
Ware, whofe moft noble and generous difpofition is wellknown, to hisgreat coft, had been

moft forward in thisbufmefs, for his country's good : yet this tender ftate of Virginia

was not grown to that maturity to maintain fuch ftate and pleafure as was fit for fuch

a perfonage, with fo brave and great attendance : for fome fmall number of adven-

turous gentlemen to make difcoveries, and lie in garrifon, ready upon any occafion to

keep in fear the inconftant favages, nothing were more requifite, but to have more to

wait and play than work, or more commanders and officers than induftrious labourers,

was not fo neceflary : for in Virginia, a plain foldier, that can ufe a pick-axe and

fpade, is better than five knights, although they were knights that could break a lance

;

for men of great place, not inured to thofe encounters, when they find things not

fuitable, grow many times fo difcontented, they forget themfelves, and oft become fo

carelefs, that a difcontented melancholy brings to them much forrow, and to others

much mifery. At laft they ftood in for the coaft of New England, where they met a

fmall Frenchman, rich of beavers and other furs. Though we had here but fmall

knowledge of the coaft nor country, yet they took fuch an abundance of fifti and fowl,

and fo well refreftied themfelves there with wood and water, as by the help of God
thereby, having been at fea fixteen weeks, got to Virginia, who without this relief had

been in great danger to perifli. The Frenchmen made them fuch a feaft, with fuch

an abundance of variety of fifli, fowl, and fruits, as they all admired, and little ex-

pected that wild wildernefs could afford fuch wonderful abundance of plenty. In this

fhip came about two hundred men, but very little provifion, and the fliip called the

Treafurer came in again not long after with forty paflengers ; the Lord la Ware fhip,

lying in Virginia three months, we viftualled her with three fcore buftiels of corn, and

eight hogfheads of flefti, befides other viftuals ftie fpent whilft they tarried there : this

fhip brought us advice that great multitudes were a preparing in England to be fent,

and relied much upon that viiSluals they flioiild find here : whereupon our captain

called a council, and writ to the council here in England the ftate of the colony, and

what a great mifery would enfue, if they fent not provifion as well as people ; and
whatthey did fuffer for want of fkilful hufbandmen, and means to fet their ploughs on
work, having as good ground as any man can defire, and about forty hulls and oxen,

but they wanted men to bring them to labour, and irons for the ploughs, and harnefs

for the cattle. Some thirty or forty acres we had fown with one plough, but it ftood

fo long on the ground before it was reaped, it was moft fliaken, and the reft fpoiled

wiC'h the cattle and rats in the barn, but no better corn could be for the quantity.

Richard Killingbeck being with the captain at Kekoughtan, defircd leave to return to

his wife at Charles Hundred, he went to James Town by water, there he got four more
to go with him by land, but it proved that he intended to go trade with the Indians of

Chickahamania, where making ftiew of the great quantity of truck they had, which

ihe favages perceiving, partly for their truck, partly for revenge of fome friends they

pretended
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pretended fliould have been flai'n by Captain Yearley, one of them, with an Englifh

piece, fhot Killingbcck dead ; the other favages aflaulted the reft and flew them,

ftripped them, and took what they had ; but fearing this murther would come to light,

and might caufe them to fuffer for it, would now proceed to the perfe£l:ion of villainy
;

for prefently they robbed their Machacomocko houfe of the town, ftole all the Indian

treafure thereout, and lied into the woods, as other Indians related. On Sunday fol-

lowing, one Parfax, that dwelt a mile from the town, going to church, left his wife

and three fmall children fafe at home, as he thought, and a young youth : flie fup-

pofing prayer to be done, left the children, and went to meet her huiband
;

prefently

after came three or four of thofe fugitive favages, entered the houfe, and flew a boy

and three children, and alfo another youth that ftole out of the church in prayer time,

meeting them, was likewife murdered. Of this difafter the captain fent to Opechan-

kanough for fatisfaSion ; but he excufed the matter, as altogether ignorant of it ; at

the fame time the favages that were robbed were complaining to Opechankanough, and

much feared the Englilh would be revenged on them, fo that Opechankanough fent to

Captain Argall, to aflure him the peace fliould never be broken by him, defiring that

he would not revenge the injury of thofe fugitives upon the innocent people of that

town, which town he fliould have, and fent him a baflcet of earth, as pofl^eflion given

of it, and promifed, fo foon as poflibly they could catch thefe robbers, to fend him
their heads for fatisfaftion, but he never performed it.

Samuel Argall, John Rolfe.

A Relationfrom Mr. JohnRoIfe, June 15, 1618.

CONCERNING the ftate of our new common-wealth, it is fomewhat bettered, for we
have fufficient to content ouri'elves, though not in fuch abundance as is vainly reported

in England. Powhatan died this laft April, yet the Indians continue in peace. Itopatin,

his fecond brother, fucceeds him, and both he and Opechankanough have confirmed our

former league. On the nth of May, about ten of the clock in the night, happened a

moft fearful tempeft, but it continued not paft half an hour, which poured down hal-

ftones eight or nine inches about, that none durft go out of their doors, and though it

tore the bark and leaves of the trees, yet we find not they hurt either man or beaft
;

it fell only about James Town, for but a mile to the eaft, and twenty to the weft there

was no hail at all. Thus in peace every man followed his building and planting

without any accidents worthy of note. Some private difl^erences happened betwixt

Captain Brufter and Captain Argall, and Captain Argall and the company here in

England; but ofthem I am not fully informed, neither are they here for any ufe, and

therefore unfit to be remembered. In December one Captain Stallings, an old planter

in thofe parts, being employed by them of the weft country, for a fifliing voyage, in New-
England, fell foul of a Frenchman, whom he took, leaving his own fliip to return for

England, himfelf with a fmall company remained in the French bark, fome fmall time

after upon the coaft, and thence returned to winter in Virginia..

The Governmentfurrrender to Sir George Tearley.

FOR to begin with the year of our Lord 1619, there arrived a little pinnace privately

from England about Eafter, for Captain Argall, who taking order for his affairs, within

four or five days returned in her, and left for his deputy. Captain Nathaniel Powell.-

9 Odu
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On the 1 8th of April, which was but ten or twelve days after, arrived Sir George
Yearley, by whom we underftood Sir Edwin Sands was chofen treafurer, and Mr. John
Farrar his deputy, and what great fupplies was a preparing to be fent us, which did

ravifli us fo much with joy and content, we thought ourfelves now fully fatisfied for

our long toil and labours, and as happy men as any in the world. Notwithftanding, fuch

an accident happened Captain Stallings, the next day his (hip was call away, and he not

long after flain in a private quarrel. Sir George Yearley, to begin his government,

added to be of his council. Captain Francis Weft, Captain Nathaniel Powell, Mr. John

Pory, Mr. John Rolfe, and Mr. William Wickam, and Mr. Samuel Macocke, and
propounded to have a general aflembly with all expedition. Upon the 12th of this

month, came in a pinnace of Captain Bargrave's, and on the 1 7th, Captain Lownes, and

one Mr. Evans, who intended to plant themfclves at Waralkoyack, but now Opechan-
kanough will not come at us, that caufes us to fufpect his former promifes.

In May came in the Margaret of Briftol, with four and thirty men, all well and in

health, and alfo many devout gifts, and we were much troubled in exaniining fome
fcandalous letters fent into England, to difgrace this country with barrennefs, to dif-

courage the adventurers, and fo bring it and us to ruin and confufion ; notwithftanding

we find by them of beft experience, an induftrious man not other ways employed, may
well tend four acres of corn, and one thoufand plants of tobacco, and where they fay an

acre will yield but three or four barrels, we have ordinarily four or five, but of new
ground, fix, feven, and eight, and a barrel of peafe and beans, which we efteem as good
as two of corn, which is after thirty or forty bufhels an acre; fo that one man may
provide corn for five, and apparel for two, by the profit of his tobacco : they fay alfo

Englilh wheat will yield but fixteen buftiels an acre, and we have reaped thirty; befides

to manure the land, noplace hath more white and blue marble than here, had we but

carpenters to build and make carts and ploughs, and fkilful men that know how to

ufc them, and train up our cattle to draw them, which though we endeavour to effeft,

yet our want of experience brings but little to perfedion but planting tobacco, and yet

of that many are fo covetous to have much, they make little good ; befides there are

fo many fofifticating tobacco-mongers in England, were it never fo bad, they would
fell it for Verinas, and the trafli that remaineth ftiould be Virginia, fuch devililh bad
minds we know fome of our own countrymen do bear, not only to the bufinefs,

but alfo to our mother England herfelf ; could they or durft they as freely defame

her.

The 25th of June came in the Trial with corn and cattle all in fafety, which took

from us clearly all fear of famine ; then our governor and council caufcd burgeffes to

be chofen'in all places, and met at a general aifembly, where all matters were debated

thought expedient for the good of the colony, and Captain Ward was fent to Monahigan
in New England, to fifli in May, and returned the latter end of May, but to fmall pur-

pofe, for they wanted fait : the George alfo was fent to Newfoundland with the Cape
merchant; there fhe bought fifh, that defrayed her charges, and made a good voyage in

feven weeks. About the laft ofAuguft came in a Dutch man of war that fold us

twenty negroes, and lapazous, King of Patawomeck, came to James Town, to defire

two fliips to come trade in his river, for a more plentiful year of corn had not been in

a long time, yet very contagious, and by the treachery of one Poule in a manner
turned heathen, we were very jealous the favages would furprife us. The governors

have bounded four corporations ; which is the companies, the univerfity, the gover-

nors and glebe land : Enfign William Spencer,, and Thomas Barret a ferjeant, with

8 fome
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foine others of the ancient planters being fet free, we are the firfl: farmers that went
forth, and have chofen places to their content, fo that now knowing their own Uuid,

they fliive who Ihoii Id exceed in building and planting. The fourth of November
the Bonanoua came in with all her people luftly and well ; not long after one Mr.
Dinner knl out by fome of Plymouth, for New England, arrived in a bark of five tons,

and returned the next ipring ; notwithlhinding the ill rumours of the unvvholefomenels

of James Town, the new comers that were planted at Old Pafpaheghe, little more than

a mile from it, had their healths better than any in the country. In December Captain

Ward returned trou- Patawomeck ; the people there dealt falfly with him, fo that he
took 8co bufliels of corn from them perforce. Captain Woddiffo of Briflol, came la

not long after, with all his people lufty and in health, and we had two particular gover-

nors fent us, under the titles of deputies to the company, the one to have charge of the

College Lands, the other of the Company's: now you are to undcrfland, that bccaufe

there have been many complaints againft the governors, captains, and officers in

Virginia, for buying and felling men and boys, or to be fet over from one to another

for a yearly rent, was held in England a thing mofl; intolerable, or that the tenants or

lawful fervants fliould be put from their places, or abridged their covenants, was fo

odious, that the very report thereof brought a great fcandal to the general aclion. The
council in England did fend many good and worthy inftruflions for the amending thofe

abufes, and appointed a hundred men fliould, at the companies' charge be allotted and
provided to ferve and attend the governor during the time of his government, which
number he was to make good at his departure, and leave to his fucceflbr in like manner,
fifty to the deputy-governor of the College Land, and fifty to the deputy of the

Company's Land, fifty to the treafurer, to the fecretary five and twenty, and more to

the marflial and Cape merchant ; which they are alfo to leave to their fucceffors, and
likewife to every particular oflicer fuch a competency, as he might live well in his

office, without opprefling any under their charge, which good law I pray God it be viell

obferved ; and then we may truly fay in Virginia, we are the moft happy people in the

world.

By me, John Rolfe»

There went this year by the Company's records eleven fhlps and twelve hundred and
fixteen pcrfons to be thus difpofed on : tenants for the governor's land four fcore, be-

fides fifty fent the former fpring ; for the Company's land a hundred and thirty ; for

the college a hundred ; for the glebe land fifty
;
young women to make wives ninety ;

fervants lor public fervice fifty ; and fifty more whofe labours were to bring up thirty

of the infidels' children ; the reft were fent to private plantations.

Two perfons unknown have given fair plate and ornaments for two communion
tables, the one at the college, the other at the church of Mrs. Mary Robinfon, who
towards the foundation gave two hundred pounds ; and another unknown perfon fent

to the treafurer five hundred and fifty pounds, for the bringing up of the favage chil-

dren in Chridianity. Mr. Nicholas Farrar, deceafed, hath by his will given three hun-
dred pounds to the college, to be paid when there fhall be tea young favages placed in

it ; in the mean time four-and-twenty pounds yearly to be diftributed unto three difcreet

and godly young men in the colony, to bring up three wild young infidels in fome good
courfe of life ; alfo there were granted eleven patents, upon condition to tranfport

people and cattle to increafe the plantation.
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A defperate Sea-fight betwixt two SpaniJJj Men of War and a pnall EngUjlo Ship, at the

IJk of Dominica, going to Virginia, by Captain Anthony Chejier.

HAVING taken our journey towards Virginia in the beginning of February, a fhip

called the Mai-garet and John, of one hundred and fixty tons, eight iron pieces and a

felcon, with eighty paflengers befides failors, after many tempefts and foul weather,

about the 14th of March we were in 13 and a half of northerly latitude, where we
defcried a fhip at hull : it being but a fair gale of wind, we edged towards her to fee

what fhe was, but fhe prefently fet fail, and ran us quickly out of fight. This made
us keep our courfe for Metfalina, and the next day paffing Dominica, we came to aa

anchor at Guadaloupe, to take in freili water. Six Frenchmen there, call away fixteen

months ago, came aboard us ; they told us, that a Spanilh man of war, but feven days

before, was feeking his confort ; and this was fhe we defcried at hull. At Mevis we
intended to refrefh ourfelves, having been eleven weeks peflered in this unwholefonie

fhip ; but there we found two tall (hips with the Hollanders' colours, but neccffity

forcing us on fliore, we anchored fair by them, and in friendly manner fent to hail

them ; but feeing they were Spaniards, retiring to our fhip, they fent fuch a volley

of fhot after us, that Ihot the boat, fplit the oars, and fome through the cloaths, yet:

not a man hurt ; and then followed with their great ordnance, that many times over-

raked our {hip, which being fo cumbered with the paflengers' provifions, our ordnance

was not well fitted, nor any thing as it fliould have been ; but perceiving what they

were, we fitte4 ourfelves the befl: we could to prevent a mifchief, feeing them warp

themfelves to windward, we thought it not good to be boarded on both fides at an an-

chor ; we intended to fet fail, but that the vice-admiral battered fo hard our ftarboard

fide, that we fell to our bufinefs, and anfwered their unkindnefs with fuch fair fhot

from a demi-culverine, that fliot her between wind and water, whereby fhe was glad

to leave us and her admiral together. Coming fair by our quarter, he took in his

Holland flag, and put forth his Spanifh colours, and fo hailed us.

We quietly and quickly anfwered him, both what we were and whither bound,

relating the efieft of our commifTion, and the caufe of our coming thither for water,

and not to annoy any of the King of Spain's fubjefts, nor any. She commanded us

amain for the King of Spain ; we replied, with enlarging the particulars, what friends

both the Kings, our mafters, were ; and as we would do no wrong, we would take none.

They commanded us aboard to fhew our commifTion, which we refufed, but if they

would fend their boat to us willingly, they fhould fee it. But for anfwer they made
two great fliot at us, with a volley of fniall fhot, which caufed us to leave the decks

;

then, with many ill words, they laid us aboard, which caufed us to raife our main-fail,

and give the word to our fmall fliot, which lay clofe and ready, that paid them in fuch

fort, they quickly retired. The fight continued half an hour, as if we had been envi-

roned with fire and fmoke, until they difcovered the wafle of our fhip naked, where

they bravely boarded us loofe for loofe, hafting with pikes and fwords to enter, but it

pleafcd God fo to direct our captain, and encourage our men with valour, that our

pikes being formerly placed under our half-deck, and certain fhot lying clofe for that

purpofe under the port-holes, encountered them fo rudely, that their fury was not

only rebated, but their hafliinefs intercepted, and their whole company beaten back

:

many of our men were hurt, but I am fure they had two for one.

In the end they were violently repulfed, until they were reinforced to charge again

by their commands, who Handing upon their honours, thought it a great indignity to

he
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be fo affronted, which caufcd a fecond charge, and that anfu'ered witli a fecond beating

back : whereat the captain grew enraged, and conftrained them to come on again

afrefh, which they did fo efleclually, that queftionlofs it liad wrought an aheration, if

the God that toffeth monarchies, and teareth mountains, had not taught us to tofs our

pilies with profperous events, and poured out a volley of fmall (hot amongft them,

whereby that valiant commander was flain, and many of his foldiers dropped down
likewife on the top of the hatches. This we faw with our eyes, and rejoiced with it at

our hearts, fo that we might perceive good fuccefs coming on ; our captain prefently

took advantage of their difcomfiture, though with much commiferation of that refolute

captain, and not only plied them again with our ordnance, but had more fliot un-

der the pikes, which was beftowed to good purpofe, and amazed our enemies with

the fuddennefs.

Amongft the reft, one Lucas, our carpenter's mate, muft not be forgotten, v/ho

perceiving a way how to annoy them, as they were thus puzzled and in a confufion,

drew out a minion under the half-deck, and there bent it upon them in fuch a manner,

that when it was fired, the cafes of ftones and pieces of iron fell upon them [o thick,

ns cleared the deck, and flew many ; and in ihort time we faw few affailants, but fuch

as crept from place to place covertly from the fury of our fliot, which now was thicker

than theirs : for although as far as we may commend our enemies, they had done

fomething worthy of commendations j yet, either vi'anting men, or being overtaken

with the unlooked for valour of our men, they now began to flirink, and give us leave

to be wanton with our advantage. Yet we could only ufe but four pieces of ordnance,

but they ferved the turn as well as all the reft : for flie was (hot fo oft between wind and

water, we faw they were willing to leave us, but by reafon ftie was faft in the latch of

our cable, which in hafte of weighing our anchor hung aloof, flie could not clear

herfelf as fhe wrought to do, till one cut the cable with an axe, and was flain by freeing

us. Having been aboard us two hours and a half, feeing herfelf clear, all the fliot

we had played on both fides, which lafted till we were out of ftiot, then we difcovered

the vice-admiral coming to her afliftance, who began a-far off to ply us with their

ordnance, and put us in mind we had another work in hand. Whereupon we feparated

the dead and hurt bodies, and manned the fliip with the reft, and were fo well encouraged

we waifed them amain. The admiral ftood aloof off, and the other would not come
within falcon fliot, where flie lay battering us till flie received another payment from a

demiculvering, which made her bear with the fliore for fmooth water to mend her

leaks. The next morning they both came up again with us, as if they had determined

to devour us at once, but it feemed it was but a bravado, though they forfook not our

quarter for a time within mulket fliot : yet all the night only they kept us company,

but made not a fliot, during which time we had leifure to provide us better than before ;

but God be thanked they made only but a flievv of another affault, ere fuddenly the

vice-admiral fell aftern, and the other lay fliakingin the wind, and fo they both left us.

The fight continued fix hours, and was the more unwelcome, becaufe we were fo ill

provided, and had no intent to fight, nor give occafion to difturb them. As for the

lofs of men, if religion had not taught us what by the providence of God is brought

to pafs, yet daily experience might inform us, of the dangers of wars, and perils at

fea, by ftorms, tenipeirs, fhipwrecks, encounters with pirates, meeting with enemies,

crofs winds, long voyages, unknown fliores, barbarous nations, and an hundred in-

conveniencies of which human policies are not capable, nor men's conjedtures appre-

henfive. We loft Doctor Bohun, a worthy valiant gentleman, (a long time brought

up amongft the moft learned furgeons, and phyficians in Netherlands, and this liis

VOL. XIII. s fecond
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fecond journey to Virginia) ; and feven flain outright, two died fiiortly of their wound^y

fixteen was rfiot, whole limbs God be thanked was recovered without maim, and

now fettled in Virginia : how many they loft we know not, but we faw a great many
lie on the decks, and their fkuppers run with blood, they were about three hundred

tons a piece, each fixteen or t\\^enty brafs pieces. Captain Chefter, who in this fight

had behaved himfelf like a mofl vigilant, refolute, and a courageous foldier, as alfo our

honeft and valiant mafter, did llill fo comfort and encourage us by all the means they

could, at laft to all our great contents we arrived in Virginia, and from thence returned

fafely to England.

The Names of the Acheriturers for Virginia, alphabetically fet down, according to a
printed Book, fet out by the Treafurer and Council in thisprefent Tear, 1620.

Sir V\rilliam AlifFe,

Sir Roger Alton,

Sir Anthony Aflileyy

Sir John Akland,

Sir Anthony Aucher,

Sir Robert Aikwith.

Doctor Francis Anthony,,

Charles Anthony,

Edward Allen,

Edmund Allen, Efquire,

John Allen,

Thomas Allen,

William Atkinfon, Efquire..

Richard Afhcroft,

Nicholas Andrews,

John Andrews the elder,

John Andrews the younger,

James Afcough,

Giles Allington,

Morris Abbot,

Ambrofe Aften,

James Afkew,

Anthony Abdey,

John Arundell, Efquire.

B
Edward, Earl of Bedford,

James, Lord Bifhop of Bath and Wells,

Sir I'rancis Barrington,

Sir IVlorice Jiarkley,

Sir John Benct,

Sir Thomas Beamont,

Sir Amias Bamfield,

Sir John Bourcher,

Sir Edmond Bovvyer,

lO

Sir Thomas Bludder,

Sir George BoUes,

Sir John Bingley,

Sir Thomas Button,

Sir Henry Beddingfield,

Company of barbers-furgeons.

Company of bakers,

Richard Banifter,

John Bancks,

Miles Bancks,

Thomas Barber,

William Bonham,
James Bryerley,

William Earners,

Anthony Barners, Efquire,

William Brewfter,

Richard Brooke,

Hugh Brooker, Efquire,

Ambrofe Brewfey,

John Brooke,

Matthew Bromridge,

Chriftopher Brooke, Efquire,

Martin Bond,
Gabriel Beadle,

John Beadle,

David Borne,

Edward Barnes,

John Badger,

Edmund Brand veil,

Robert Bowyer, Efquire,

Robert Bateman,

Thomas Britten,

Nicholas Benfon,

Edward Bifhop,

Peter Burgoney,

Thomas Burgoney,

Robert
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Robert Burgoney,
Chiiilopher Baron,
Pcier Bcnfon,

John Baker,

John Buftoriiige,

Francis Burley,

William Brown,
Robert Barker,

Samuel Burnham,
Edward Barkley,

William Bennet,

Captain Edward Brewfter,

Thomas Brocket,

John Bullock,

George Bache,

Thomas Bayly,

William Barkley,

George Butler,

Timothy Bathurft,

George Burton,

Thomas Bret,

Captain John Brough,
Thomas Baker,

John Blunt,

Thomas Bayly,

Richard and Edward Blunt,

Mineon Burrell,

Richard Blackmore,
William Beck,

Benjamin Brand,

John Bufbridge,

William Burrell,

William Barrett,

Francis Baldwin,

Edward Barber,

Humphry Bafle,

Robert Bell,

Matthew Bromrick,
John Beaumont,
George Barkley,

Peter Bartle,

Thomas Bretton,

John Blount,

Arthur Bromfeld, Efquire,

William Berbloke,
Charles Beck.

George Lord Archbilhop of Canterbury,

William Lord Cranborne, now Earl of

Salifbury,

William Lord Compton, now Earl of

Northampton,

William Lord Cavendifh, now Earl of

Devonfhire,

Richard, Earl of Clanricard,

Sir William Cavendifli, now Lord Caven-

difli,

Gray, Lord Chandos,

Sir Henry Gary,

Sir George Calvert,

Sir Lionel Cranfield,

Sir Edward Cccill,

Sir Robert Gotten,

Sir Oliver Cromwell,

Sir Anthony Cope,

Sir Walter Cope,

Sir Edward Garr,

Sir Thomas Conifliie,

Sir George Gary,

Sir Edward Conwey,
Sir Walter Chute,

Sir Edward Culpeper,

Sir Henry Gary, captain,

Sir William Graven,

Sir Walter Covert,

Sir George Coppin,

Sir George Chute,

Sir Thomas Coventry,

Sir John Cutts,

Lady Gary,

Company of Cloth-workers,

City of Chichefter,

Robert Ghamberlaine,

Richard Ghamberlaine,

Francis Covill,

William Goyfe, Efquire,

Abraham Chamberlayne,

Thomas Carpenter,

Anthony Crew,
Richard Cox,
William Grofley,

James Chatfeild,

Richard Cafwell,

John Cornelis,

Randall Carter,

Executors of Randall Carter,

William Canning,

2 Edward



Edward Carve, Efquire,
Thomas Cannon, Efquire,
Kichard Champion,
Rawley Crafhaw,
Henry Collins,

Henry Cromwell,
John Cooper,
Richard Cooper,
John Caffbni,

Thomas Colthurft,

AUen Cotten,

Edward Cage,
Abraham Carthwright,
Robert Coppin,
Thomas Conock,
John Ciapham,
Thomas Church,
William Carpenter,

Laurence Campe,
James Cambell,

Chriftopher Cletheroe,

Matthew Cooper,
George Chamber,
Captain John Cooke,
Captain Thomas Conwey, Efquire,
Edward Culpeper, Efquire,
Mafter William Crafhaw,
Abraham Colmer,
John Culpeper,

Edmund Colbey,
Richard Cooper,
Robert Crefwell,

John Cage, Efquire,

Matthew Cave,

William Crowe,
Abraham Carpenter,

John Crowe,
Thomas Cordell,

Richard Connock, Efquire,
William Compton,
William Chefler,

Thomes Covel,

Richard Carmarden, Efquire,
William and Paul Canning,
Plenry Cromwell, Efquire,
Simon Codrington,
Clement Chichley,

James Cullemore,

William Cantrell.
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D
Richard Earl of Dorfet,
Edward Lord Denny,
Sir John Digbie, now Lord Digbie,
Sir John Doderidge,
Sir Drew Drewry'the elder.
Sir Thomas Dennis,
Sir Robert Drewry,
Sir John Davei-s,

Sir Dudley Digs,
Sir Marmaduke Dorrel,
Sir Thomas Dale,
Sir Thomas Denton,
Company of Drapers,
Thomas Bond, Efquire,
David Bent, Efquire,

Company of Dyers,
Town of Dover,
Mr. Richard Deane, alderman,
Henry Dawkes,
Edv/ard Dichfield,

V/illiam Dunne,
John Davi's,

Matthew Dequeller,
Philip Durdent,
Abraham Dawes,
John Dike,

Thomas Draper,
Lancelot Davis,

Rowley Dawfey,
William Dobfon, Efquire,
Anthony Dyot, Efquire,
Avery Dranfield,

Roger Dye,
John Downes,
John Drake,
John Delbridge,

Benjamin Decree,
Thomas Dyke,
JefJery Duppa,
Daniel Darnelly,
Sara Draper,

Clement and Henry Dawkncy.

E
Thomas, Earl of Exeter,
Sir Thomas Everfield,
Sir Francis Egiock,
Sir Robert Edolpli,

John
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John Eldred, Efquire,

Willfain Evans,

Richard Evans,

Hugh Evans,

Ralph Ewens, Efquire,

John Elkin,

John Elkin,

Robert Evelin,

Nicholas Exton,
John Exton,

George Etheridge.

Sir Moyle Finch,

Sir Henry Fanfliaw,

Sir Thomas Freake,

Sir Peter Fretchuile,

Sir William Fleetwood,

Sir Henry Fane,

Company of Fiflimongers,

John Fletcher,

John Farmer,

Martin Freeman, Efquire,

Ralph Freeman,

William and Ralph Freeman,
Michael Fetiplace,

William Fettiplace,

Thomas Forelt,

Edward Fleetwood, Efquire,

William Felgate,

William Field,

Nicholas Ferrar,

John Farrar,

Giles Francis,

Edward Fawcet,

Richard Farrington,

John Francklin,

Richard Frith,

John Feme,
George Farmer,

Thomas Francis,

John Fenner,

Nicholas Fuller, Efquire,

Thomas Foxall,

William Fleet,

Peter Franck, Efquire,

Richard Fifliborne,

William Faldoe,

John Fletcher and Company,
William Ferrars.

Lady Elizabeth Gray,

Sir John Gray,

Sir William Godolfine,

Sir Thomas Gates,

Sir \v/'illiam Gee,
Sir Richard Grobham,
Sir William Garaway,
Sir Francis Goodwin,
Sir George Goring,

Sir Thomas Grantham,
Company of Grocers,

Company of Goldlmiths,

Company of Girdiers,

John Geering,*

John Gardiner,

Richard Gardiner,

John Gilbert,

Thomas Grave,

John Gray,

Nicholas Griece,

Richard Goddard,
- Thomas Gipps,

Peter Gates,

Thomas Gibbs, Efquire,

Laurence Greene,

William Greeuwell,

Robert Garfet,

Robert Gore,
Thomas Gouge,
Francis Glanvile, Efquire.

H
Henry, Earl of Huntingdon,

Lord Theophilus Howard, L. Walden,
Sir John Harrington, L. Harington,

Sir John Hollis, now Lord Hautein,

Sir Thomas Holecroft,

Sir William Harris,

Sir Thomas Harefleet,

Sir George Flaiward,

Sir Warwick Heale,

Sir Baptifl Hicks,

Sir John Hanham,
Sir Thomas Horwell,

Sir
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Sir Thomas Hewit,

Sir William Herrick,

Sir Euftace Hart,

Sir Pory Huntley,

Sir Anhur Harris,

Sir Edward Heron,

Sir t'erfevall Hart,

Sir Ferdinando Heiborne,

Sir Lawrence Hide,

Mr. Hugh Hamerfley, Alderman,

Mr. Richard Heron, Alderman,

Richard Humble, Efquire,

Mr. Richard Hackleuit,

Edward Harrifon,

George Holeman,

Robert Hill,

GrifBn Hinton,

John Hawkins,

William Hancocke,

John Harper,

George Hawger,

John Holt,

John Huntley,

Jeremy Heiden,

Ralph Hamer,

Ralph Hamer, jun.

John Hodgefon,

John Hanford,

Thomas Harris,

Richard Howell,

Thomas Henftiaw,

Leonard Harwood,

Triftram Hill,

Francis Hafelridge,

Tobias Hinfon,

Peter Heightley,

George Hawkenfon,

Thomas Hackfhaw,

Charles Havvkens,

John Hodgis,

William Holland,

Robert Hartley,

Gregory Herft,

Thomas Hodgis,

William Hodgis,

Roger Harris,

John Harris,

Mr. John Haiward,
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James Haiward,

Nicholas Hide, Efquire,

John Hare, Efquire,

William Hackwell, Efquire,

Greffam Hoogan,
Humfrey Hanford,

William Hafelden,

Nicholas Hooker,

Doftor Anthony Hunton,

John Hodfale,

George Hooker,

Anthony Hinton,

John Hogfell,

Thomas Hampton,
William Hicks,

William Holliland,

Ralph Harrifon,

Harman Harrifon.

I

Sir Thomas Jermyn,

Sir Robert Johnfon,

Sir Arthur Ingram^

Sir Francis Jones,

Company of Ironmongers,

Company of Innholders,

Company of Imbroiderers,

Bailiffs of Ipfwich,

Henry Jackfon,

Richard Ironfide,

Mr. Robert Johnfon, Alderman,

Thomas Jones,

William Jobfon,

Thomas Johnfon,

Thomas Jadwine,

John Jofua,

George Ifam,

Philip Jacobfon,

Peter Jacobfon,

Thomas Juxfon, fen.

James Jewell,

Gabriel Jaques,

Walter Jobfon,

Edward James,

Zachary Jones, Efquire,

Anthony Irbye, Efquire,

William Janfon,

Humfrey Jobfon.

Sir
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Sir Valentine Knightley,

Sir Robert Killegrew,

Sir Charles Kelke,

Sir John Kaile,

Richard Kirrill,

John Kirrill,

Ralph King,

Henry Kent,

Town of Kingflynne,

John Kettleby. Efquire,

Walter Kirkham, Efquire.

Henry, Earl of Lincoln,

Robert, L. Lifle, now Earl of Leicefter,

Thomas, Lord La Ware,
Sir Francis Leigh,

Sir Richard Lowlace,

Sir William Litton,

Sir John Lewfon,

Sir William Lower,

Sir Samuel Leonard,

Sir Samfon Leonard,

Company of Leatherfellers,

Thomas Laughton,

William Lewfon.

Peter Latham,

Peter Van Lore,

Henry Leigh,

Thomas Levar,

Chriftopher Landman,
Morris Lewellin,

Edward Lewis,

Edward Lewkin,

Peter Lodge,
Thomas Layer,

Thomas Lawfon,

Francis Lodge,

John Langley,

David Loide,

John Levitt,

Thomas Fox and Luke Lodge,

Captain Richard Linley,

Arnold Lulls,

William Lawrence,

John Landman,
Nicholas Lichfield.

Nicholas Leate,

Gedeon de Laune.

M
Philip, Earl of Montgomerie,

Dodor George Mountaine, now Lord
Bifhop of Lincoln,

William, Lord Mounteagle, now Lord
Morley,

Sir Thomas Manfell,

Sir Thomas Mildmay,
Sir William Maynard,
Sir Humphrey May,
Sir Peter Manhood,
Sir John Merrick,

Sir George More,
Sir Robert Manfell,

Sir Arthur Mannering,

Sir David Murray,

Sir Edward Michelborn,

Sir Thomas Middleton,

Sir Robert Miller,

Sir Canaliero Maicott,

Do£tor James Meddin,
Richard Martin, Efquire,

Company of Mercers,

Company of Merchant Tailors,

Otho Mowdite,

Captain John Martin,

Arthur Moufe,

Adrian More,
Thomas Mountford,

Thomas Morris,

Ralph Moorton,

Francis Mapes, \

Richard Maplefden,

James Monger,
Peter Monfell,

Robert Middleton,

Thomas Maile,

John Martin,

Jofias Maude,
Richard Morton,

George Mafon,

Thomas Maddock,
Richard Moore,
Nicholas Moone,
Alfonfus Van Medkerk,

Captain
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Captain Henry Meoles,

Philip Mutes,

Thomas Mayall,

Humphrey INIarret,

Jarvis Mundz,
Robert Mildmay,

William Millet,

Richard Morer,

John Miller,

Thomas Martin,

John Middleton,

Francis Middleton.

N
Dudly, Lord North,

Francis, Lord Norris,

Sir Uenij Nevill of Berkfliire,

Thomas Nicols,

Chriftopher Nicols,

William Nicols,

George Newce,
Jofeph Newberow,
Chriftopher Newgate,

Thomas Norincott,

Jonathan Nuttall,

I'homas Norton.

O
William Oxenbridge, Efquire,

Robert Ofiiey,

Francis Oliver.
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Edward Parkins,

Edward Parkins's widow,

Aden Perkins,

Thomas Perkin,

Richard Partridge,

William Palmer,

Miles Palmer,

Robert Parkhurft,

Richard Percivall, Efquire,

Richard Poyntell,

George Pretty,

George Pit,

Allen Percy,

Abraham Peirce,

Edmund Peirce,

Phenice Per,

Thomas Philips,

Henry Philpot,

Mr. George Procter,

Robert Penington,

Peter Peate,

John Prat,

William Powell,

Edmund Peafhall,

Captain William Proude,
Henry Price,

Nicholas Pewriffe,

Thomas Pelham,

Richard Piggot,

John Pawletj Efquire,

Robert Pory,

Richard Paulfon.

William, Earl of Pembroke,
William, Lord Paget,

John, Lord Pet re,

George Percy, Efquire,

Sir Chriftopher Parkins,

Sir Amias Prefton,

Sir Nicholas Parker,

Sir William Poole,

Sir Stephen Powell,

Sir Henry Peyton,

Sir James Perrot,

Sir John Pettus,

Sir Robert Payne,

William Payne,

John Payne,

William Quicke.
Q

R
Sir Robert Rich, now Earl of Warwick,
Sir Thomas Row,
Sir Henry Rainsford.

Sir William Romnev,
Sir John Ratcliff'e,

Sir Stephen Ridlefdon,

Sir William Ruffell,

Mr. Edward Rotheram, Alderman,
Robert Rich,

Tedder Roberts,

Henry Robinfon,

7 John
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John RufTell,

Richard Rogers,

Arthur Robinfon,

Robert Robinfon,

Millicent Ramfden,

John Robinfon,

.

George Robins,

Nicholas Rainton,

Henry Rolfte,

John Reignolds,

EHas Roberts,

Henry Relgnclds, Efquire,

WilHam Rofcarrockc, Efquu-e,

Humphrey RaymcU,
Richard Robins.

Henry, Earl of Southampton,

Thomas, Earl of Suffolk,

Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford,

Robert, Earl of Saliftury,

Mary, Countefs of Shrewfbury,

Edmund, Lord Sheffield,

Robert, Lord Spencer,

John, Lord Stanhope,

Sir John Saint John,

Sir Thomas Smith,

Sir John Samms,

Sir John Smith,

Sir Edwin Sandys,

Sir Samuel Sandys,

Sir Stephen Some,

Sir Ralph Shelton,

Sir Thomas Stewkley,

Sir William Saint John,

Sir William Smith,

Sir Richard Smith,

Sir Martin Stutevill,

Sir Nicholas Salter,

Doftor Matthew Sutcliffe of Exeter,

Captain John Smith,

Thomas Sandys, Efquire,

Henry Sandys, Efquire,

George Sandys, Efquire,

Company of Skinners,

Company of Salters,

Company of Stationers,

John Stokley,

Richard Staper,

VOL. XIII.

Robert Singleton,

Thomas Shipton,

Clcophas Smith,

Richard Strongtharm,

Hildebrand Sprufon,

Matthew Scrivener,

Othowell Smith,

George Scot,

Hewct Stapers,

James Swift,

Richard Stratford,

Edmund Smith,

Robert Smith,

Matthias Springham,

Richard Smith,

Edward Smith,

Jonathan Smith,

Humphrey Smith,

John Smith,

George Swinhow,
Jofeph Some,
William Sheckley,

John Southick,

Henry Shelley,

Walter Shelley,

Richard Snarfborow,

George Stone,

Hugh Shepley,

William Strachey,

Urion Spencer,

John Scarpe,

Thomas Scott,

William Sharpe,

Stephen Sparrow,
Thomas Stokes,

Richard Shepard,

Henry Spranger,

William Stonnard,

Stephen Sad,

John Stockley,

Thomas Stevens,

Matthew Shepard,

Thomas Sherwell,

William Seabright, Efquire,

Nicholas Sherwell,

Augudine Steward,

Thomas Stile,

Abraham Speckhard,

Edmund Scot,

Franci*
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Francis Smalman,
Gregory Sprint, Efquire^

Thomas Stacey,

William Sandbatch,

Augufline Stuard, Efquire.

Sir William Twifden,

Sir William Throckmorton,

Sir Nicholas Tufton,

Sir John Trever,

Sir Thomas Tracy,

George Thorpe, Efquire,

Doftor William Turner,

The Trinity-Houfe,

Richard Turner,

John Taverner,

Daniel Tucker,

Charles Towler,

William Tayler,

Leonard Townfon,

Richard Tomlins,

Francis Tate, Efquire,

Andrew Troughton,

George Tucker,

Henry Timberlake,

William Tucker,

Lewis Tite,

Robert Thornton.

V
Sir Horatio Vere,

Sir Walter Vaughan,

Henry Vincent,

Richard Venne,

Chriftopher Vertue,

John Vaffell,

Arthur Venne.

W
Henry Bifliop of Worcefter,

Francis Weft, Efquire,

Sir Ralph Winwood,
Sir John Wentworth.
Sir William Waad,
Sir Robert Wroth,
Sir Percival Willoby,

Sir Charles Wihnott,

Sir John Wats,
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Sir Hugh Worrell,

Sir Edward Waterhoufe,

Sir Thomas Wilsford,

Sir Richard Williamfon,

Sir John Wolftenholm,

Sir Thomas Walfmgham,
Sir Thomas Watfon,

Sir Thomas Wilfon,

Sir John Weld,
Mrs. Kath. Weft, now Lady Conway,

John Wroth, Efquire,

Captain Maria Winckfield, Efquire,

Thomas Webb,
Rice Webb,
Edward Webb,
Sands Webb,
Felix Wilfon,

Thomas White,

Richard Wiffin,

William Williamfon,

Humfrev Weftwood,

Hugh Willefton,

Thomas Wheatley,

William Wattey,

William Webft'er,

James White,

Edmund Winne,

John Weft,

John Wright,

Edward Wooller,

Thomas Walker,

John Wooller,

John Weftrow,

Edward Welch,

Nathaniel Waad,
Richard Widowes,

David Waterhoufe, Efquire,

Captain Owen Winne,

Randall Wetwood,
George Wilmer, Efquire,

Edward Wilkes,

Leonard White,

Andrew Willmer,

Clement Willmer,

George Vv'^alker,

William Welbie,

Francis Whiftler,

Thomas Wells,

Captain Thomas Winne,
John
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Thomas Warr, Efquire,

David Wiffen,

Garret Wefton,

Sir George Yeardlcy, now Governor of

Virginia

"William Yong,
Simon Yeomana.

Edward, Lord Zouch,

John Zouch, Efquire.

John Whittingham,

Thomas Wheeler,

^Villiam Willet,

Bevereux Woogan,
John Walker,

Thomas Wood,
John Willet,

Nicholas Whcder,
Thomas Wale,
William Wilfton,

John Waller,

William Ward,
William Willcfton,

John A'Vatcr,

That nioft generous and moft honourable Lord, the Earl of Southampton, being

pleafed to take upon him the title of treafurer, and Mr. John Farrar his deputy, with

fuch inftruftions as were neceflary, and admonitions to all officers to take heed of

extortion, ingroffing commodities, foreftalling of markets, efpecially to have a vigilant

care, the familiarity of the favages living amongfl; them made them not way to betray

or furprife them, for the building of gueft-houfes to relieve the weak in, and that they

did wonder in all this time they had made no difcoveries, nor knew no more than the

very place whereon they did inhabit, nor yet could ever fee any return for all this-

continual charge and trouble, therefore they fent to be added to the council feven

gentlemen, namely Mr. Thorp, Captain Nuce, Mr. Tracy, Captain Middleton, Captain

Blount, Mr. John Pountas, and Mr. Harwood, with men, ammunition, and all things

thought fitting : but they write from Virginia, many of the fhips were fo peflered with

difeafed people, and thronged together in their paflage, there was much ficknefs and a

great mortality, wherefore they defired rather a few able fufficient men well provided,

than great multitudes : and becaufe there were few accidents of note, but private adver-

tifements by letters, we will conclude this year, and proceed to the next.

CoUeded out of the Council's Letters for Virginia.

The inftruftions and advertifements for this year were both from England and
Virginia, much like the laft : only whereas before they had ever a fufpicion of Ope-
chankanough, and all the reft of the favages, they had an eye over him more than any ;

but now they all write fo confidently of their affured peace with the favages, there is

now no more fear nor danger either of their power or treachery, fo that every man
plantethhimfelf where he pleafeth, and followeth his bufinefs fecurely. But the time

of Sir George Ycarley being near expired, the council here made choice of a worthy
young gentleman Sir Francis Wyat, to fucceed him, whom they forthwith furniflied and
provided, as they had done his predeceffors, with all the neceflary inflruftions all thefe

times had acquainted them for the converfion of the favages, the fuppreffing of planting

tobacco, and planting of corn, not depending continually to be fupplied by the favages,

but in cafe of necefllty to trade with them, whom long ere this, it hath been promifed

and cxpedled fliould have been fed and relieved by the Engllfli, not the Englilh by them ;

and carefully to redrefs all the complaints of the needlefs mortality of their people, and
by all diligence feek to fend fomething home to fatisfy the adventurers, that all this

time had only lived upon hopes, grew fo weary and difcouraged, that it niufl; now be
fubltance that mull maintain their proceedings, and not letters, excufesj and promifes

;

T z feeing
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feeing thev could get fo much and fuch great eftates for themfelves, as to fpend after

the rate of one hundred pounds, two, three, four, five, fix, feven, eight, nine, ten, nay

feme two or three thoufand pounds yearly, that were not worth fo many pence when

they went to Virginia, can fcarce contain themfelves either in diet or apparel, gaming,

and all manner of fuch fuperfluity, within a lefs compafs than our curious, coftly, and

confuming gallants here in England, which cannot poffibly be there fupported, but

either by opprefling the commonalty there, or deceiving the generality here, or both.

Extracted out of the Council's Letters for Virginia.

From Virginia, by the relations of the chieftains there, and many I have conferred

with, that came from thence hither, I have much admired to hear of the incredible

pleafure, profit, and plenty this plantation doth abound in, and yet could never hear of

any return but tobacco : but it hath oft amazed me to underfland how ftrangely the

favages hath been taught the ufe of our arms, and employed in hunting and fov'Iing

with our fowling-pieces, and our men rooting in the ground about tobacco, like fwine

;

befides, that the favages that do little but continually exercife their bow and arrows,

(liould dwell and lie fo familiarly amongft our men that praftifed little but the fpade,

being fo far afunder, and in fuch fmall parties difperfed, and neither fort, exercife of

arms ufed, ordnances mounted, courts of guard, nor any preparation nor provifion to

prevent a foreign enemy, much more the favages hovvfoever ; for the favages' uncer-

tain conformity I do not wonder, but for their confiancy and converfion, I am and

ever have been of the opinion of Mr. Jonas Stockam, a minifter in Virginia, who even at

this time, when all things were fo profperous, and the favages at the point of converfion,

agatnft all their governors' and councils' opitiions, writ to the council and company ia

England to this effect :

" May z8.

" We that have left our native country to fojourn in a flrange land, fome

idle fpeftators, who either cowardly dare not, or covetoufly will not adventure either

their purfes or perfons in fo commendable a work ; others fupporting Atlas of this

almoft unfupportable burdens as yourfelves, without whofe afiiflance this Virginia firma-

ment (in which fome) and I hope in fhort time will fhine many more glorious flars,

though there be many Italianated and Spaniolized Englifhmcn envies our profperity,

and by all their ignominious fcandals they can devife leek to difhearten what they can,

thofethat are willing to further this glorious enterprize, to fuch I wifh according to the

decree of Darius, that whofoever is an enemy to our peace, and feeketh either by

getting monipolical patents, or by forging unjufl tales to hinder our welfare, that his

houfe were pulled down, and a pair of gallows made of the wood, and he hanged on

them in the place.

" As for thofe lazy fervants, who had rather ftand all day idle than work, though

but an hour in this vineyard, and fpend their fubftance riotoufly, than cafl: the fuper-

fluity of their wealth into your treafury, I leave them as they are to the Eternal Judge of

the world. But you right worthy, that hath adventured fo freely, I will not examine,

if it were for the glory of God, or your dcfire of gain, which it may be you expect

fliould flow unto you with a full tide, for the converfion of the favages : I wonder you

ufe not the means, I confefs you fay well to have them converted by fair means, but

they fcorn to acknowledge it ; as for the gifts befl;owcd on them they devour them, and

fo they would the givers if they could ; and though many have endeavoured by all the

Bieans they could by kindnefs to convert them, they find nothing from ihcm but deri-

7 fion
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fion and ridiculous anfwers. We have fent boys amongft them to learn their language,

but they return worfe than they went ; but I am no flatefman, nor love I to meddle

with any thing but my books : but I can find no probability by this courfe to draw them

to goodnefs ; and I am perfuaded if Mars and Minerva go hand in hand, they will

effect more good in an hour thin thofe verbal Mercurians in their lives ; and till their

priefls and ancients have their throsts cut, there is no hope to bring them to con-

verfion."

TIjq Government of Sir Francis Wyat.

About 0£lober arrived Sir Francis Wyatt, with Mr. George Sands, appointed

treafurer, Mr. Davifon fecretary, Doflor Pot the phyfician, and Mr. Cloyburne the

furgcon ; but much provifion was very badly conditioned, nay, the hogs would not

eat that corn they brought, which was a great caufe of their ficknefs and mortality,

and whatfoever is faid againfl: the Virginia corn, they find it doth better nourifli than

any provifion is fent thither ; the failors (till they complain are much to blame for em-
bezzling the provifions fent to private men, killing of fwine, and diforderly trucking

;

for which fome order would be taken.

In them nine fliips that went with Sir Francis Wyat, not one paffenger died ; at

his arrival he fent Mr. Thorpe to Opechankanough, whom he found much fatisfied

with his coming, to confirm their leagues as he had done his predeceffors, and fo con-

tented his people fhould co-inhabit amongft them, and he found more motions of
religion in him than could be imagined : every man betaking himfelf to his quarter,

it was ordered, that for every head they fliould plant but one thoufand plants of tobac-

co, and upon each plant nine leaves, which will be about one hundred weight, the

corn being appointed but at two fliillings and fixpence the bufliel, required fuch labour,

it caufed moft men to negleO: it, and depend upon trade ; where were it rated at ten

fliillings the bufliel, every man would endeavour to have plenty to fell to the new
comers, or any that wanted, and feldom any is tranfported from England, but it ftand-

eih in as much, befides the hazard and other neceffaries, the fliips might tranfport of
that burden. The 2 2d of November arrived Mr. Gookin out of Ireland, with fifty

men of his own, and thirty paflcngers, exceedingly well furniflied with all forts of
provifion and cattle, and planted himfelf at Nupors-newes : the cotton trees in a year

grew fo thick as one's arm, and fo high as a man : here any thing that is planted doth

profper fo well as in no place better. For the mortality of the people accufe not the

place, for of the old planters and the families fcarce one of twenty mifcarries, only the

want of neccflaries are the occafions of thofe difeafes. And fo we will conclude this

year with the fliipping and numbers fent.

Out of the Council's Letters from Virginia.

This year was fent- one-and -twenty fiiil of fliips that employed more than four hun-
dred failors, and thirteen hundred men, women and children of divere faculties, with
fourfcore cattle. The Tiger fell in the Turk's hands, yet fafely efcaped, and by the re-

turn of their letters from thence, the company is affured there can be no fitter places of
mines, wood, and water for iron than there ; and the Frenchmen affirm no country is

more proper for vines, olives, fike, rice, and fait, &c., of which the next year they
promife a good quantity.

Gifts.
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Gifts.

The gentlemen and manners that came in the Royal James from the Eafl Indies,

gave towards the building of a free-fchool feventy pounds eight fhillings and fixpence ;

and an unknown perfon to further it, fent thirty pounds ; and another in like manner

five-and-twenty pounds ; another, refufmg to be made known, gave forty fhillings

yearly for a fermon before the Virginia Company ; alfo another, that would not be

known, fent for the college, at Henrico, many excellent good religious books, worth

ten pounds, and a moft curious map of all that coafl of America. Mr. Thomas Bar-

gave their preacher there, deceafed, gave a library valued at one hundred marks ; and

the inhabitants hath made a contribution of one thoufand and five hundred pounds, to

build a houfe for the entertaining of ftrangers. This year alfo there was much fuing

for patents for plantations, who promifed to tranfport fuch great multitudes ot people ;

there was much difputing concerning thofe divifions, as though the whole land had been

too little for theui ; fix-and-twenty obtained their defires, but as yet not part fix hath

fent thither a man ; notwithHanding many of them would have more, and are not well

contented, whom I would entreat, and all other wranglers, to perufe this faying of

honefl Claudius.

Sec'ft not the world of Nature's work, the fairtft well, I wot.

How it, ilfclf together ties, as in a true-love's knot,

Kor fecit how th' elements are combin'd, maintain one condant pie',

How midit of heaven contents the Sun, and fliore contains the fv-a ;

And how the air both compafFah, and carrieth ftill eavlh's frame.

Yet neither prefling burdens it, nor parting leaves the fame.

The Obfervat'tons of Mr. John Pory, Secretary of Virginia, in bis Travels,

HAVING but ten men, meanly provided, to plant the fecretary's land on the eafterh

fhore near Acomack, Captain Wilcock's plantation, the better to fecure and affifl each

other ; Sir George Yearley intending to vifit Smith's Hies, fell fo fick that he could

not, fo that he fent me with Eftinien Moll, a Frenchman, to find a convenient place to

make fait in. Not long after, Namenacus, the King of Pawtuxunt, came to us to feek for

Thomas Savage, our interpreter : thus infinuating himfelf, he led us into a thicket,

where all fitting down, he (hewed us his naked breafl: ; aiking if we faw any deformity

upon it ; we told him. No. " No more," laid he, " is the infide, but as fincere and

pure, therefore come freely to my country, and welcome ;" which we promifed we
would within fix weeks after. Having taken a mufter of the company's tenants, I

went to Smith's Ifles, where was our falt-houfe j not far off we found a more conve-

nient place, and fo returned to James Town.
Being furnilhed the fecond time, we arrived at Aquochanock, and conferred with

Kiptopeke their King. Palling Ruflel's Ifle and Onaucoke, we arrived at Pawtuxunt

:

the defcription of thofe places you may read in Captain Smith's difcoveries, therefore

needlefs to be writ again. But here arriving at Attoughcomoco, the habitation of

Namenacus, and Wamanato, his brother, long we ftaid not ere they came on board us

with a brafs kettle, as bright without as within, full of boiled oyfters. Strift order was

given none lliould offend us, fo that the next day I went with the two Kings a hunting, to

difcover what I could in their confines. Wamanato brought me firfl to his houfe, where

he (hewed me his wife and children, and many corn-fields; and being two miles within

the woods a hunting, as the younger conduced me forth, fo the elder brought me home,

8 and
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and ufed mc as kindly as he could, after their manner. The next day he prefented

me twelve beaver (kins and a canoe, which I requited with fuch things to his content,

that he promifed to keep them whilfl: he lived, and bury them with him being dead.

He much v/ondered at our bible, but much more to hear it was the law of our God,

and the firfl: chapter of Genefis expounded of Adam and Eve, and fmiple marriage ;

to which he replied, he was like Adam in one thing, for he never had but one wife at

once ; but he, as all the reft, feeined more willing of other difcourfes they better un-

derftood. The next day the two Kings, with their people, came on board us, but

brought us nothing according to proaiil'e, fo that Enfign Savage challenged Namena-

cus the breach of three promifes, viz. not giving him a boy, nor corn, though they had

plenty, nor MontapaiTa fugitive, called Robert Marcum, that had lived five years

amongfl: thofe northerly nations, which he cunningly anfwered by cxcufes. Woma-
nato, it feeins, was guilty of this falfliood, becaufe he ftaid alone when the reft were

gone. I afked him if he defired to be great and rich ; he anfwere.d, they were

things all men afpired unto ; which I told him he fliould be, if he would follow my
counfel ; fo he gave me two tokens, which being returned by a meflenger, fhould fuffice

to make him confident the meflenger could not abufe us.

Some things being ftolen from us, he took fuch order that they were prefently re-

ftored, then we interchanged prefents : in all things he much admired our difcretions,

and gave us a guide that he called brother, to conduit us up the river : by the way we
met with divers that ftill told us of Marcum ; and though it was in October, we found

the country very hot, and their corn gathered before ours at James Town» The next

day we went to Paccamaganant, and they directed us to Aflacomoco, where their King

CafTatowap, had an old quarrel with Enfign Savage, but now feeming reconciled, went

with us, with another Werowance towards Mattapanient, where they perfuaded us afhore

upon the point of a thicket ; but fuppofmg it fome treachery, we returned to our boat

:

far we had not gone from the fhore, but a multitude of favages fallied out of the wood,

with all the ill words and figns of hoftility they could. When we faw plainly their bad

intent, we fet the two Werowances at liberty, that all this while had lain in the cabin,

as not taking any notice of their villany, becaufe we would convert them by courtefy.

Leaving them as we found them, very civil and fubtile, we returned the fame way we
came, to the laughing Kings on the eaftern fliore, who told us plainly, Namanicus
would alfo have allured him into his country, under colour of trade, to cut his throat-

He told us alfo Opechancanough had employed Onianimo to kill Savage, becaufe he

brought the trade from him to the eaftern fliore, and fome difgrace he had done his

fon, and fome thirteen of his people before one hundred of thofe Eafterlings in refcuing

Thomas Graves, whom they would have (lain, where he and three more did challenue

the thirteen Pamaunkes to fight, but they durft not, fo that all thofe Eafterlings fo deri-

ded them, that they came there no more.
This Thomas Savage, it is fixteen years fince he went to Virginia, being a boy, he

was left with Powhatan, for Namontacke to learn the language, and as this author af-

firmeth, with much honefty and good fuccefs, hath ferved the public, without any
public recompence, yet had an arrow fliot through his body in their fervice. This

laughing King at Accomack, tells us the land is not two days journey over in the broadeft

place ; but in fome places a man may go in half a day, betwixt the bay and the main
ocean, where inhabit many people, fo that by the narrownefs of the land there is not

many deer, but molt abundance of fifli and fowl. Kiptope his brother, rules as his

lieutenant, who feeing his younger brother more afl'efled by the 'people than himfelf,

freely refigned him the moiety of his country, applying himfelf only to huiljandry and
hunting,
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hunting, yet nothing negle£led in his degree, nor is he carelefs of any thing concrns.

the ftate, but as a vigilant and faithful counfellor, as he is an affeflionate brother, bear-

ing the greater burden in government, though the kfler honour, where clean contrary,

they on the weflern (hore, the younger bears the charge, and the elder the dignity,

Thofe are the beft hufbands of any favages we know ; tor they provide corn to ferve

them all the year, yet fpare ; and the other not for half the year, yet want. They are

the moft civil and traftable people we have met with, and by little flicks will keep as jufl:

an account of their promifes as by a tally. In their marriages they obferve a large dif-

tance, as well in affinity as confanguinity ; nor do they ufe that devilifli cultom in

niaking black boys. Thei-e may be on this fhore about two thoufand people ; they

on the weft would invade them, but that they want boats to crofs the bay, and fo

would divers other nations, where they not protected by us. A few of the weftera

renagadoes had confpired againfl the laughing King ; but .fearing their treafon was

difcovered, fled to Smith's llles, where they made a maflacre of deer and hogs ; P'ld

thence to Rickahake, betwixt Ciffapeack and Nanfamund, where they now are feated

under the conimand of Itoyatin, and fo I returned to James Town, where I found the

government rendered to Sir Francis Wyat. In February alfo he travelled to the fouth

river Chawonock, fome fixty miles over land, which he found to be a very fruitful and

pleafant country, yielding two harvefts in a year, and found much of the filk-grafs

formerly fpoken of, was kindly ufed by the people, and fo returned.

Captain Each fent to build a Fort tofecuro the Country.

IT was no fmall content to all the adventurers to hear of the fafe arrival of all thofe

fhips and companies, which was thought fufficient to have made a plantation of them-

felves ; and again to fecond them was fent Captain Each, in the Abigail, a fliip of three

or four hundred tons, who hath undertaken to make a block-houfe amongfl; the oyfter-

banks that fliall fecure the river. The furnifliing him with inftruments cofl: three

hundred pounds ; but the whole charge, and the fliip's return, will be near two thou-

fand pounds. In her went Captain Barwicke, with five-and-twenty men, for the build-

ing fhips and boats, and not other way to be employed ; and alfo a felefted number

to buiki the Eaft India fchool ; but as yet from Virginia little returns but private men's

tobacco, and fair promifes of plenty of iron, filk, wine, and many other good and

rich commodities, befidcs the fpeedy converfion of the favages, that at firft were much
difcouraged from living amongft them, when they were debaired the ufe of their

pieces ; therefore it was difputed as a matter of ftate, whether fuch as would live

amongft them fhould ufe them or not, as a bait to allure them, or at leaft fuch as ftiould

be called to the knowledge of Chrift. But becaufe it was a great trouble for all caufes

to be brought to James Town for a trial, courts were appointed in convenient places

to relieve them ; but as they can make no laws in Virginia till they be ratified here, fo

they think it but reafon none fliould be enafted here without their confents, becaufe

they only feel them, and muft live under them. Still they complain for want of corn

but what muft be had by trade, and how unwilling any officer when he leaveth his

place is to make good his number of men to his fucccflbr ; but many of them during

their times to help themfelves undoes the company : for the fervants you allow them,

or fuch as they hire, they plant on their private lands, not upon that belongeth to their

office, which crop always exceeds yours, befides thofe which are your tenants to halves,

are forced to row them up and down, whereby both you and they lofe more than half.

Nor are thofe officers the ableft or bell defcrving, but make their experience upon the

company's
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company's cofl, and your land lies unmanured to any purpofe, and will yield as littlft

profit to your next new ofTicers.

The Majacic upon the I2d of March.

THE prologue to this tragedy is fuppofed was occafioned by Nemattanow, other-

wife called Jack of the Feather, bccaufe he commonly was mofl llrangely adorned

with them ; and for his courage and policy was accounted amongfl: the favages their chief

captain, and immortal from any hurt could be done him by the Englifli. This captain

coming to one Morgan's houfe, knowing he had many commodities that he defired,

perfuaded Morgan to go with him to Pamaunke to truck ; but the favage murdered him
by the way, and after two or three days returned again to Morgan's houfe, where he

found two youths, his fervants, who afked for their mailer. Jack repHed dirc£tly, he

was dead. The boys fufpetfting as it was, by feeing him wear his cap, would have ha(i

him to Mr. Thorp ; but Jack fo moved their patience, they (hot him ; fo he fell to the

ground
;
put him in a boat to have him before the governor, then feven or eight mile?

from them ; but by the way Jack finding the pangs of death upon him, defired of th<*-

boys two things ; the one was, that they would not make it known he was flain with a

bullet, the other, to bury him amongfl the Englifh. At the lofs of this favage,

Opechankanough much grieved and repined, with great threats of revenge ; but the

Englifh returned him fuch terrible anfwers, that he cunningly diflembled his intent

with the greateft figns he could of love and peace, yet within fourteen davs after he

afted what foUoweth.

Sir Francis Wyat, at his arrival, was advertifed ; he found the country fettled in

fuch a firm peace, as mofl men there thought fure and inviolable, not onlv in regard

of their promifes, but of neceflity. The po(ir weak favages being every way bettered

by us, and fafely fheltered and defended, whereby we might freely follow our bufinefs ;

and fuch was the conceit of this conceited peace,as that there was feldom or never a fword,

and feldomer a piece, except for a deer or fowl, by which afTuranccs the mofl planta-

tions were placed flragglingly and fcatteringly, as a choice vein of rich ground invited

them, and further from neighbours the better. Their houfes generally open to the

iavages, who were always friendly, fed at their tables, and lodged in their bed-chambers,
which made their way plain to efieft the intents, and the converfion of the favages,

as they fuppofed.

Having occafion to fend to Opechankanough about the middle of March, he ufed

the melfenger well, and told him he held the peace fo firm, the iky fhould fall or he
diflblved it

;
yet fuch was the treachery of thf.fe people, when they had contrived our

deftruftion, even but two days before the maffacre, they guided our men with much
kindnefs through the woods ; and one Brown, that lived among them, to learn the

language, they fent home to his mafter
;

yea, they borrowed our boats to tranfport

themfelves over the river, to confult on the devilifh murder that enfued, and of our
utter extirpation, which God of his infiaite mercy (by the means of one of themfelves

converted to Chriftianity) prevented, and as well on the Friday morning that fatal day,

being the 22d of March, as alfo in the evening before, as at other limes they came
unarmed into our houfes, with deer, turkies, fifh, fruits, and other provifions to fell

us
; yea, in fome places fat down at breakfall with our people, whom immediately with

their own tools they flew mofl barbaroufly, not fparing either age or fex, man, wo-
man, or child ; fo fudden in their execution, that few or none difcerned the weapon
er blow that brought them to deflruclion : in which manner alfo they flew many of

voi. XIII. B ©«r
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our people at feveral works in the fields, well knowing in what places and qiiarteri eacii

of our men were, in regard of their familiarity with us, for the effecling that great

mafter-piece of work, their converfion ; and by this means fell that fatal morning, un-

der the bloody and barbarous hands of that perfidious and inhuman people, three

hundred and forty-feven men, women, and children, mofl by their own weapons ; and
not being content with their lives, they fell again upon the dead bodies, making as well

as they could a frelh murder, defacing, dragging, and mangling their dead carcafes

into many pieces, and carrying fome parts away in derilion, with bafe and brutifli

triumph.

Neither yet did thefe beafts fpare thofe amongft the reft well known unto them, from
whom they had daily received many benefits, but fpitefully alfo maffacred them with-

out any remorfe or pity, being in this more fell than lions and dragons, as hiftories

record, which have preferved their benefaftors ; fuch is the force of good deeds,

though done to cruel beafts, to take humanity upon them ; but thefe mifcreants put oiv

a more unnatural brutiflinefs than beafts, as by thofe inftances may appear.

That worthy religious gentleman, Mr. George Thorp, deputy to the college lands,

fometime one of his Majelly's penfioners, and in command one of the principal of
Virginia, did fo truly afle£t their converfion, that whofoever under him did them the

leaft difpleafure, were punifhed feverely. He thought nothing too dear for them ; he
never denied them any thing, infomuch that when they complained that our maflifls

did fear them, he, to content them in all things, caufed fome of them to be killed in

their prefence, to the great difpleafure of the owners, and would have had all the reft

gelt, to make them the milder, might he have had his will. The King dwelling but

in a cottage, he built him a fair houfe after the Englifli falhion, in which he took fuch

pleafure, efpccially in the lock and key, which he fo admired, as locking and unlock-

ing his door a hundred times a day, he thought no device in the world comparable

to it.

Thus infinuating himfelf into this King's favour for his religious purpofe, he con»

ferred oft with him about religion, as many others in this former difcourfe had done :

and this Pagan confelfed to him as he did to them, our God was better than theirs,

and feemed to be mucli pleafed v.ith that difcourfe, and of his company, and to requite

all thofe courtefies ; yet this viperous brood did, as the fequel fliewed, not only murder
him, but with fuch fpight and fcorn abufed his dead corps, as is unfitting to be heard

x>''nh civil ears. One thing I cannot omit, that when this good gentleman upon his

fatal hour,- was warned by his man, who perceiving fome treachery intended by thofe

hell-hounds, to look to himfelf, and withal ran away for fear he fliouldbe apprehended,

and fo faved his own life
; yet his maftcr out of his good meaning, was fo void of

fufpicion and full of confidence, they had flain him, or he could or would believe they

would liurt him. Capiain Nathaniel Powell, one of tlie firfl planters, a valiant fol-

dier, and not any in the country better known amongft tbem
;

yet fuch was the error

of an over-conceited power and profperity, and their fimplicity, they not only flew him
and his family, but butcher-like haggled their bodies, and cut oil" his head, to exprefs

their uitermoft height of cruelty. Another of the old company of Captain Smith,

called Nathaniel Cauiie, being cruelly wounded, and the favages about him, with an

axe did cleave one of their heads, whereby the reft fled and he efcaped : for they hurt

not any that did either fight or Hand upon their guard. In one place where there was
but two men that had warning of it, they defended the houfe againft fixty or more
tiiat aflaulted it. Mr. Baldwin, at Warralkoyack, his wife being ib wounded, fhe lay

for dead, yet by his oft difcharging of his piece, faved her, his houfe, himfelf, and

S divers
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iHvcrs otheir. At tlio f;me time they came to one Mr. Harnfon's houfe. near half a mile

from Baldwin's, where was Mr. Thomay I lamer with fix men, and eighteen or nineteen

women and children. Here the favages, with many prefents anil fair perfuafions,

feigned they came for Captain Ralfe llanicr to go to their King, then hunting in the

woods
; prefently they fent to him, but he not coining as they cxpefted, fet fire to a

tobacco-houfe, and then came to tell them in the dwclling-houfe of it to quench it ;

all the men ran towards it, but Mr. Hamernot fufpefting any thing, whom thefavages

purfued, fhot them full of arrows, then beat out their brains. Ilamer having finifhed

a letter he was writing, followed after to fee what was the matter, but quickly they

fliot an arrow in his back, which caufed him to return and barricade up the doors,

whereupon the favages fet fire on the houfe. Harrifon's boy finding his mafler's piece

loaded, difcharged it at random, at which bare report the favages all fled, Baldwin
flill difcharging his piece, and Mr. Hamer with two-and-twenty pcrfons thereby got to

his houfe, leaving their own burning. In like manner thev had fired Lieutenant

Bafle's houfe, with all the relt thereabout, ilain the people, and fo left that plantation.

Captain Hamer all this while not knowing any thing, coming to his brother that had
fent for him to go hunt with the King, meeting the favages chafing fome, yet efcaped,

retired to his new houfe then building, fi-om whence he came ; there only with fpadesj

axes, and brick-bats, he defended himfelf and his company till the favages departed.

Not long after the mafler from the ihip had fent fix muiketeers, with wiiich he reco-

vered their merchants flore-houfe, where he armed ten more, and fo with thirty more
unarmed workmen, found his brother and the reft at Baldwin's : now feeing all they

had was burnt and confumcd, they repaired to James Town with their befi: expedition
;

yet not far from Martin's hundred, where feventy-three were flain, was a little houfe

and a fmall family, that heard not of any of this till two days after. ,

All thofe and many others whom they have as malicioufly murdered, fought the

good of thofe poor brutes, that thus defpifing God's mercies, muft needs now as mif-

creants be corrected by juftice : to which leaving them, I will knit together the thread

of this difcourfe. At the time of the malfacrc, there were three or four fiiips in James
river, and one in the next, and daily more to come in, as there did within fourteen

days after, onb of which they endeavoured to have furprifed : yet were the hearts of

the Englifh ever ftupid, and averted from believing any thing might weaken their

hopes, to win them by kind ufage to Chriftianity. But divers write from thence, that

Almighty God hath his great work in this tragedy, and will thereout draw honour and
glory to his name, and a more flourifliing eftate and fafety to themfelves, and with

more fpeed to convert the favage children to himfelf, fince he fo miraculoufly hath pre-

ferved the Englifli, there being yet, God be praifed, eleven parts of twelve remaining,

whofe carelefs negled of their own fafeties feem to have been the greatefl: caufe of

their defl:ru6lion : yet you fee, God, by a converted favage that difclofed the plot, faved

the reft, and the pinnace then in Pamaunkes river, whereof (fay they) though our fins

made us unworthy of fo glorious a converfion, yet his infinite wifdoni can neverthelefs

bring it to pafs, and in good time, by fuch means as we think moft unlikely : f6r

in the delivery of them that furvive, no man's particular carefulnefs faved one perfon,

but the mere goodnefs of God himfelf, freely and miraculoufly preferving whom he

pleafed.

The letters of Mr. George Sands, a worthy gentleman, and many others befides

them returned, brought us this unwelcome news, that hath been heard at large in

public court, that the Indians and they lived as one nation, yet, by a general combina-

u 2 tion.
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tion, in one day plotted to fubvert the whole colony, and at one inftant, though our

feveral plantations were one hundred and forty miles up on river on both fides.

But for the better underftanding of all things, you muft remember thefe wild naked

natives live not in great numbers together, but difperfed, commonly in thirty, forty,

fifty, or fixty in a company. Some places have two hundred, few places more, but

many lefs
;
yet they had all warning given them one from another in all their habitations,

though far afunder, to meet at the day and hour appointed for our deftruftion, at all

our feveral plantations, fome direfted to one place, fome to another, all to be done at

the time appointed, which they did accordingly : fome entering their houfes under

colour of trading, fo took their advantage ; others drawing us abroad under fair pre-

tences, and the reft fuddenly falling upon thofe that were at their labours.

Six of the council fuffered under this treafon, and the flaughter had been univerfal,

if God had not put it into the heart of an Indian, who lying in the houfe of one Pace,

was urged by another Indian his brother, that lay with him the night before, to kill

Pace, as he fhould do Perry which was his friend, being fo commanded from their

King ; telling him alfo how the next day the execution fliould be finilhed : Perry's

Indian prefently arofe and reveals it to Pace, that ufed him as his fon ; and thus thofe

that efcaped were faved by this one converted infidel. And though three hundred and

forty feven were flain, yet thoufands of ours were by the means ot this alone thus

prefervcd, for which God's name be praifed for ever and ever.

Pace upon this, fecuring his houfe, before day rowed to James Town, and told the

governor of it, wlicreby they were prevented, and at fuch other plantations as poffibly

intelligence could be given ; and where they faw us upon our guard, at the fight of a

piece they ran away ; but the reft were moft flain, their houfes burnt, fuch arms and

ammunition as they found they took away, and fome cattle alfo they deftroyed. Since

wc find Opechankanough the laft year had praftifed with a King on the eaftern (hore,

to furnifh him with a kind of poifon, which only grows in his country, to poifon us.

But of this bloody act never grief and ftiame poiVeifed any people more than themfelves,

to be thus butchered by fo naked and cowardly a people, who dare not ftand the pre-

fenting of a ftail" in manner of a piece, nor an uncharged piece in the hands of a

woman. (But I muft tell thofe authors, though fome might be thus cowardly, there

were many of them had better fpirits.)

Thus have you heard the particulars of this maftacre, which in thofe refpefls fome

fay will be good for the plantation, becaufe now we have juftcaufeto dcftroy them by

all means poffible ; but 1 think it had been much better it had never happened, for they

have given us an hundred times as juft occafions long ago to fubjed them,, (and I

wonder I can hear of none but Mr. Stockam and Mr. Whitaker of my opinion.)

Moreover, where before we were troubled in clearing the ground of great timber,

which was to them of fmall ufe ; now we may take their own plain fields and habita-

tions, which arc the pleafanteft places in the country. Befides, the deer, turkies, and

other bcafts and fowls will exceedingly increafe if we beat the favagcs out of the coun-

try, for at all times of the year they never fpare male nor female, old nor young, eggs

nor birds, fat nor lean, in feafon or out of feafon, with them all is one. The like they

did in our fwine and goats, for they have ufed to kill, eight in ten more than we, or

elfe the wood would moft plentifully abound with viftuals ; befides, it is more eafy to

civilize them by conqucft than fair means ; for the one may be made at once, but their

civilizing will require a long time and much induftry. The manner how to fupprefs

them is fo often related and approved, \ omit it here ; and, you have twenty examples

n of
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of the Spaniards how they got the Weft Indies, and forced the treacherous and rebel-

lious infidels to do all manner of drudgery work and flavery for them, themful. es living

like foluiers upon the fruits of their labours. This will make us more circumfpeft,

and be an example topoftcrity : (but I fay, this might as well have been put in praftice

fixtcen years ago as now.)

Thus upon this anvil Ihall we now beat ourfelves an armour of proof hereafter to

defend us againrt fuch incurfions, and ever hereafter make us more circumfpedt : but

to help to repair this lofs, befides his Majefty's bounty in arms, he gave the company
out of the Tower, and divers other honourable perfons have renewed their adventures,

we mufl; not omit the honourable city of London, to whofe endlefs praife we may
fpeak it, arc now fetting forward one hundred perfons, and divers others at their own
coifs are repairing ; and all good men do think never the worfe of the bufincfs for all

thefe difafters.

What growing ftate was there ever in the world which had not the like .'' Rome
grew by opprellion, and rofe upon the back of her enemies : and the Spaniards have
had many of thofe counterbufts more than we. Columbus upon his return from the

Weft Indies into Spain, having left^his people with the Indians, in peace and promife

of good ufage amonglt them, at his return back found not one of them living, but all

trcacheroufly flain by the favages. After this again, when the Spanifh colonies were
increafed to great numbers, the Indians from whom the Spaniards for trucking fluff

ufed to have all their corn, generally confpired together to plant no more at all,

intending thereby to famifh them, themfelves living in the meantime upon cafTava, a

root to make bread, only then known to themfelves. This plot of theirs by the

Spaniards' overfight, that foolifhly depended upon ftrangers for their bread, took fuch

effeft, and brought them to fuch mifery by the rage of famine, that they fpared no
unclean nor loathfome beaft, no not the poifonous and hideous ferpents, but eat them
up alfo, devouring one death to fave them from another: and by this means their

whole colony well near furfeited, fickened and died miferably ; and when they had
again recovered this lofs, by their incontinency an infinite number of them died on the

Indian difeafe, we call the French pox, which at firft being a ftrange and an unknown
malady, was deadly upon whomfoever it lighted : then had they a little flea called

nigua, which got between the fkin and the flefh before they were aware, and there

bred and multiplied, making fwellings and putrefaclions, to the decay and lofs of

many of their bodily members.

Again, divers times they were near undone by their ambition, fadion, and malice of

the commanders. Columbus, to whom they were alfo much beholden, was fent with

his brother in chains into Spain, and fome other great commanders killed and mur-
dered one another. Pizzaro was killed by Almagi-o's fon, and him Vafco beheaded,

which Vafco was taken by Blafco, and Blafco was likewife taken by Pizzaro *s brother:

and thus by their covetous and fpightful quarrels, they were ever fhaking the main
pillars of their commonwealth. Thefe and many more mifchiefs and calamities hap-

pened them, more than ever did to us, and at one time being even at the lalt gafp,

had two fhips not arrived with fupplies as they did, they were fo diflieartencd, they

were leaving the country : yet wc fee lor all thofe miferies they have attained to

their ends at laft, as is manifeft to all the world, both with honour, power, and wealth:

and whereas before few could be hired to go to inhabit there, now with great fuit they

muft obtain it; but where there was no honefty, nor equity, nor fant^lity, nor verity,

nor piety, nor good civility in fuch a country, certainly there can be no liability.

Therefore
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Therefore let us not be difcouraged, but rather anhnated by thofe conclufions,

feeing we are fo well affurcd of the goodnefs and commodities may be had in Virginia
;

nor is it to be much doubted there is any want of mines of moil forts, no not of the

richeft, as is well known to fome yet living that can make it manifcfl when time fliall

ferve : and yet to think that gold and filver mines are in a country otherwife moft rich

and fruitful, or the greatefl wealth in a plantation, is but a popular error, as is that

•opinion likewife, that the gold and filver is now the greatelt wealth of the Weft Indies

at this prefent. True it is indeed, that in the firft conqucft the Spaniards got great

and mighty ftore of treafure from the natives, which they in long fpace had heaped
together, and in thofe times the hidians (hewed them entire and rich mines, which

now by the relations of them that have been there, are exceedingly wafted, fo that

now the charge of getting thofe metals is grown exccffive, befides the confuming the

lives of many by their peftilent fmoke and vapours in digging and refining them, fo

that all things confidered, the clear gains of thofe metals, the King's part defrayed, to

the adventurers is but fmall, and nothing near fo much as vulgarly is imagined ; and

were it not for other rich commodities there that enrich them, thofe of the contraclion-

houfe were never able to fubfift by the mines only, for the greateft part of their com-
modities are partly natural and partly tranfported from other parts of the woi-ld, and
planted in the Weft Indies, as in their mighty wealth of fugar canes, being firft tran-

fported from the Canaries ; and in ginger and other things brought out of the Eaft

Indies, in their cochineal, indigos, cotton, and their infinite ftoi'e of hides, quick-

filver, allum, woad, Brazil woods, dyes, paints, tobacco, gums, balms, oils, mcdicinals,

and perfumes, farfaparilla, and many other phyfical drugs ; thefe are the means
whereby they raife that mighty charge of drawing out their gold and filver to the

great and clear revenue of their King. Now feeing the moft of thofe commodities,

or as ufeful, may be had in Virginia by the fame means, as I have formerly faid ; let

us with all fpeed take the priority of time, where alfo may be had the priority of place,

in choofing the beft feats of the country, which now by vanquifliing the fiivages, is like

to offer a more fair and ample choice of fruitful habitations than hitherto our gentle-

nefs and fair comportments could attain unto.

The Nwnbers that iverejla'in in thofefeveral Plantations.

1 At Captain Berkley's plantation, himfelf and 2 1 others, feated at the Falling-Crick,

66 miles from James City - ' - - - - 22

2 Mr. Thomas Sheffield's plantation, fome 3 miles from the Falling-Crick, himfelf

and 12 others -- - - - -13
3 At Henrico Ifland, about 2 miles from Sheffield's plantation - 6
4 Slain of the College people, 20 miles from Henrico - - 17
5 At Charles City, and of Captain Smith's men - - 5
6 At the next adjoining plantation - - - . §

7 At William Farrar's houfe - - - - - - 10
8 At Brickley Hundred, 50 miles from Charles City, Mr. Thorp and - 10

9 At Weftovcr, a mile from Brickley - - - - 2
10 At Mr. John Weft's plantation - - . - 2
11 At Captain Nathaniel Weft's plantation - - - 2
12 At Lieutenant Gibs's plantation » . - - 12

13 At Richard Owen's houfe, himfelf and - - - 6

14 At
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r4 At i\[r. Owen Macar's houfe, hinifi'lf and - • -^3
15 At Martin's Hundred, 7 miles tVoiu James City - - - 73
16 Ac another place - - - - - - 7
1

7

At Edward Bonit's plantation - - - "5°
18 At Mr. Waters 's houfe, himfelf and - - - - 4
19 At Apamatuck's river, at Mr. Pierce's plantation, 5 miles from the College 4
20 At Mr. Macock's divident, Captain Samuel Macock, and - - 4
21 At Flowerda Hundred, Sir George Yearley's plantation - - 6

22 On the other fide oppofite to it - - - '7
23 At Mr. Swinbow's houfe, himfelf and - - - - 7
24 At Mr. AVilliam Bickar's houfe, himfelf and - - - 4
25 At Weanock, of Sir George Yearley's people - - - 21

26 At Powel Brooke, Captain Nathaniel Powell, and - - - 12

27 At Southampton Hundred - - - - » 5
28 At Martin Brandon's Hundred - - - - 7
29 At Captain Henry Spilman's houfe - - - - 2

30 At Enfign Spence's houfe - - - - - 5
3

1

At Mr. Thonjas Perfe's houfe by Mulbery Ifle, himfelf and. - -.4
The whole number 347.

Men in this taking bittered with affliflion,

Better attend, and mind, and mark religion,

For then true voices iffue from their hearts,

Then Ipeak they what they think in inmoft parts,

The truth remains, they caft off feigned arts.

This lamentable and fo unexpefted a difafter caufed them all believe the opinion of

Mr. Stockam, and drove them all to their wits end : it was twenty or thirty days ere

they could refolve what to do, but at lafl: it was concluded, all the petty plantations

Ihould be abandoned, and drawn only to make good five or fix places, where all their

labours now for the mofl part muft redound to the Lords of thofe lands where they

were refident. Now for want of boats, it was impoflible upon fuch a fudden to bring

alfo their cattle and many other things, which with much time, charge, and labour they

had then in pofl'effion with them ; all which for the moft part at their departure was

burnt, ruined, and deftroyed by the favages. Only Mr. Gookins at Nuports-newes

would not obey the commander's command in that, though he hadfcarce five and thirty

of all forts with him, yet he thought himfelf fufficient againft what could happen, and

fo did to his great credit and the content of his adventurers, Mr. Samuel Jordca

gathered together but a few of the ftragglers about him at Beggars-bufli, where he

fortified and lived in defpight of the enemy. Nay, Mrs. Proctor, a proper modelt civil

gentlewoman did the like, till perforce the Englifli officers forced her and all them with

her togo with them, or they would fire her houfe themfelves, as the favages did when they

were gone, in whofe defpight they had kept it, and what they had a month or three

weeks after the maffacre ; which was to their hearts a grief beyond comparifon to lole-

all they had in that manner, only to fecure others pleafurcs. Now here in England ic

was thought all thofe remainders might prefently have been reduced into fihies or

hundreds in places moft convenient viith what they had, having fuch ftrong houfes as

they reported they had, which with fmall labour might have been made invincible

callles again all the favages in the land, and then prefently raifed a company, as a

running army, to torment the barbarous, and fecm-e the reft, and fo have had all tliat

iCOUUtiy
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country betwixt the rivers of Powhatan and Paniaunke to range and fuftaui them
;

efpecially all the territories of Kecoughtan, ChUkad and Fafpahege, from Ozenies to

that branch of Paraaunlce, coming from Youghtanund, which ftrait of land is not pad

4 or 5 miles, to have made a peninfula much bigger than the Summer Hies, environed

with the broadefl parts of thofe two main rivers, which for plenty of fuch things as

Virginia affords is not to be exceeded, and were it well manured, more than fufficient

for ten thoufand men. This, were it well underflood, cannot but be thought better

than to bring five or fix hundred to lodge and live on that, which before would not

well receive and maintain a hundred, planting little or nothing, but fpend that they have

upon hopes out of England, one evil begetting another, till the difeafe is pafh cure:

therefore it is impofTible but fuch courfes mud: produce moft fearful miferies and extreme

extremities ; if it prove otherwife, I fhould be exceeding glad. I confefs I am fomewhat

too bold to cenfure other men's adions being not prefent, but they have done as much
of me ;

yea, many here in England that were never there, and alfo many there that

know little more than their plantations, but as they are informed ; and this doth touch

the glory of God, the honour of my country, and the public good fo much, for which

there hath been fo many fair pretences, that I hope none will be angry for fpeakmg my
opinion, feeing the old Proverb doth allow lofers leave to fpeak ; and Du Bartas

faith.

E'en as the wind the angry ocean moves.

Wave hunteth wave, and billow billow (liovesj

So do all nations joftle each the other,

And fo one people do purfue another ;

And Icarce a fecond hath the firft unhous'd,

Before a third him thence again have rous'd.

Amongfl the multitude of thefe feveral relations, it appears Captain Nufe feeing

many of the difficulties to enfue, caufed as much corn to be planted as he could at

Elizabeth's City, and though fome deflroyed that they had fet, fearing it would ferve the

favagesforambufcadoes, trufling toreliefby trade, or from England,which hath ever been

one caufe of our miferies, for from England we have not had much, and for trading,

every one hath not fliips, fhalops, interpreters, men, and provifions to perform it, and

thofe that have, ufe them only for their own private gain, not the public good, fo that

our beginning this year doth caufe many to diftruft the event of the next. Here we
will leave Captain Nufe for a while, lamenting the death of Captain Norton, a valiant,

induftrious gentleman, adorned with many good qualities, befides phyfic and furgery,

which for the public good, he freely imparted to all gratis, but moft bountifully to the

poor ; and let us fpeak a little of Captain Crofhaw amongfl the midft of thofe broils in

the river of Patawomeke.

Being in a fmall bark called the Elizabeth, under the command of Captain Spilman,

at Cekacawone, a favage flole aboard them, and told them of the maffacre, and that

Opechankanough had plotted with his King and country to betray them alfo, which

they refufed, but them of Wighcocomoco at the mouth of the river had undertaken it;

upon this Spilman went thither ; but the favages feeing his men fo vigilant and well

armed, they fufpe£led themfelves difcovcrcd, and to colour their guilt, the better to

delude him, fo contented his defire in trade, his pinnace was near freighted ; but feeing

no more to be had, Crofhaw went to Patawomek, where he intended to ftay and trade

for himfelf, by reafon of the long acquaintance he had with this King that ib earneflly

entreated him now to be his friend, his countenancer, his captain, and dircdor againft

the Pazaticans, the Nacotchtanks, and IVloyaons, his mortal enemies. Of this oppor-

tunity
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tunity Crofliawwas glad, as well to fatisfy his own defire in fome other purpofe he had,

as to keep the King as an oppofite to Opechancanough, and adhere him unto us, or at

lead make him an inftrument againll our enemies ; fo only Elis Hill ftaycd with him,

and the pinnace returned to Elizabeth City ; here (hall they reft alfo a little, till we fee

how this news was entertained in England.

It was no fmall grief to the council and company, to underfland of fuch a fuppofed

impoffible lofs, as that fo many fhould fall by the hands of men fo contemptible ; and

yet having fuch warnings, efpecially by the death of Nemattanow, whom the favages

did think was fliot-frce, as he had perfuaded them, having fo long efcaped fo many
dangers without any hurt. But now to leap out of this labyrinth of melancholy, all

this did not fo difcourage the noble adventurers, nor divers others ftill to undertake

new feveral plantations, but that divers fhips were difpatched avi'ay, for their fupplies

and afiiftance thought fufficient. Yet Captain Smith did intreat and move them to put

in practice his old offer, feeing now it was time to ufe both it and him, how flenderly

heretofore both had been regarded, and becaufe it is not impertinent to the bufniefs, it

is not much amifs to remember what it was.

The Project and Offer of Captain John Smith, to the Right Honourable andRight Worjhip-

ful Company Virginia.

IF you pleafe I may be tranfported with a hundred foldiers and thirty failors by the

next Michaelmas, with viftuals, ammunition, and fuch neceifary provifion, by God's
afTiftance, we would endeavour to enforce the favages to leave their country, or bring

them in that fear and fubjeftion that every man fhould follow their bufmefs fecurely,

whereas now half their times and labours are fpent in watching and warding, only to

defend, but altogether unable to fupprefs the favages, becaufe every man now beings

for himfelf will be unwilling to be drawn from their particular labours, to be made as

pack-horfes for all the reft, without any certainty of fome better reward and prefer-

ment than I can underftand any there can or will yet give them.

Thefe I would employ only in ranging the countries, and tormenting the favages, and
that they ftiould be as a running army till this were effefted, and then fettle themfelves

in fome fuch convenient place, that ftiould ever remain a garrifon of that ftrengrh,

ready upon any occafion againft the favages or any other for the defence of the

country, and to fee all the Englifli well armed, and inftruct them their ufe. But I

would have a bark of one hundred tons, and means to build fix or feven fhallops to

tranlport them where there fhould be occafion.

Towards the charge, becaufe it is for the general good, and what by the maflacre

and other accidents, Virginia is difparaged, and many men and their purfes much
difcouraged, however a great many do haften to go, thinking to be next heirs to all

the former lofles, I fear they will not find all things as they do imagine ; therefore

leaving thofe gilded conceits, and dive into the true eftate of the colony, I think if His

Majefty were truly informed of their neceflity and the benefit of this projedl, he would
be pleafed to give the cuftom of Virginia, and the planters alfo according to their

abilities would add thereto fuch a contribution, as would be fit to maintain this

garrifon till they be able to fubfift, or caufe fome fuch other collections to be made as

may put it with all expedition in practice, otherwife it is much to be doubted, there

will neither come cuftom nor any thing from thence to England within thefe few

years.

VOL. XIII. X Now
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Now if this fhoulJ be thought an employment more fit for ancient foldiers there

bred, than fuch new comers as may go with me, you may pleafe to leave that to my
difcretion, to accept or refufe fuch voluntaries, that will hazard their fortunes in the

trials of thefe evciits, and difcharge fuch of my company that had rather labour the

ground than fubdue their enemies : what relief I fliould have from your colony I

would fatisfy and fpare them (when I could) the like courtefy. Notuiihilanding

thefe doubts, I hope to feed them as well as defend them, and yet difcover you more
land unknown than they all yet know, if you will grant me fuch privileges as of

neceifity mufl: be ufed.

For againft any enemy we mufl be ready to execute the bcfl can be devifed by
your ftate there, but not that they fhall either take away my men, or any thing elfe to

employ as they pleafe by virtue of their authority, and in that I have done fomewhat
for New England as well as Virginia, fo I would delire liberty and authority to make
the bed ufe 1 can of my beft experience, within the limits of thofe two patents, and

to bring them both in one map, and the countries betwixt them, giving always that

refpefl: to the governors and government, as an Englifliman doth in Scotland, or a

Scotchman in England, or as the regiments in the Low Countries do to the governors

of the towns and cities where they are billeted or in garrifon, where though they live

with them and are as their fervants to defend them, yet not to be difpofed on at their

pleafure, hut as the prince and fhate doth command them, and for my own pains in

particular I alk not any thing but what I can produce from the proper labour of the

lavages.

Their Anfivcr.

I CANNOT fay it was generally for the company, for being publiflied in their

court, the moft that heard it liked exceeding well of the motion, and fome would

have been very large adventurers in it, efpecially Sir John Brooks and IVIr. David

Wyffin, but there were fuch divifions amongft them, I could obtain no anfwer but

this, the charge would be too great ; their ftock was decayed, and they did think the

planters (houid do that of themfelves if I could find means to effed it; they did think

J might have leave of the company, provided they might have half the pillage ; but I

think there are not many will much ftrive for that employment, for except it be a

little corn at fome time of the year is to be had, I would not give twenty pounds for

all the pillage is to be got amongll: the favages in twenty years, but becaufe they

fuppofed I fpoke only for my own ends, it were good thofe underftand providents for

the company's good they fo much talk of, v*'ere fent thither to make trial of their pro-

found wifdom and long experience.

About this time alfo was propounded a propofition concerning a falary of five-and-

twcnty thoufand pounds to be railed out of tobacco, as a yearly penfion to be paid to

certain officers for the ereftiiig a new office, concerning the fole importation of

tobacco, befidcs His Majefty's cuftom, freight, and all other charges. To nominate

the undertakers, favourers and oppofers, with their arguments pro and con, would

be too tedious and needlefs, being fo publicly known, the which to eflablifii, fpent a

good part of that year and the beginning of the next. This made many think

wonders of Virginia, to pay fuch penfions extraordinary to a few here that were never

there, and alfo in what ftate and pomp fome chieftains and divers of their aiTociates

7 live
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live in Virginia, and yet no money to maintain a garrifon, pay poor men their wages,

nor yet fivo-and-twenty pence to all the adventurers here, and very little to the mofl

part of the planters there, bred fuch differences in opinion, it was diffolved.

Now let us return to Captain Crofliaw at Patawomek, where he had not been long

ere Opechancanough fcnt two bafkets of beads to this King, to kill him and his man,

affuring him of the maffacre he had made, and tliat before the end of two moons there

Ihould not be an Engliflmian in all their countries : this fearful meffage the King told

this captain, who replied, he had feen both the cowardice and treachery of Opechan-

canough fufficiently tried" by Captain Smith, therefore his threats he feared not, nor

for I'.is favour cared, but would nakedly fight with him, or any of his, with their own
fwords ; if he were (lain, he would leave a letter for his countrymen to know the fault

was his own, not the King's ; two days the King deliberated upon an anfwer ; at lafl

told him the Englifliwere his friends, and the favage Emperor Opitchapam, now called

Toyatan, was his brother, therefore there fliould be no blood fli-xl betwixt them ; fo he

returned the prefents, willing the Pamaunkes to come no more in his country, left the

Englilli, though sgainfthis will, fliould do them any mifchief.

Not long after, a boat going abroad to feek out fome relief amongft the plantations,

by Nuports-newes, met fuch ill weather, though the men were faved, they loft their

boat, which the ftorm and waves caft upon the fhore of Nandfamund, where Edward

Waters, one of the three that firft ftayed in Summer Ifles, and found the great piece of

ambcrgreafe ; dwelling in Virginia at this maffacre, he and his wife thefe Nandfamunds

kept prifoners, till it chanced they found this boat, at which purchafe they fo rejoiced,

according to their cuftom of triumph, with fongs, dances, and invocations, they were

fo bufied, that "Waters and his wife found opportunity to get fecretly into their canoe,

and fo croffed the river to Kecoughtan, which is nine or ten miles, whereat the Englifh

no lefs wondered and rejoiced, than the favages were mad with difcontent. Thus you

may fee how many defperate dangers fome men efcape, when others die that have all

things at their pleafure.

All men thinking Captain Crofliaw dead, Captain Hamer arriving with a fliip and &

pinnace at Patawomek, was kindly entertained both by him and the King ; that Don
Hamer told the King he came for corn : the King replied, he had none, but the

Nacotchtanks and their confederates had, which were enemies both to him and them

;

if they would fetch it, he would give them forty or fifty choice bow-men, to conduft

and aflift them. Thofe favages, with fome of the Englifli, they fent, who fo well played

their parts, they flew eighteen of the Nacotchtanks, fome write but four, and fome fay

they had a long fi^irmifli with them, where the Patawomeks were fo eager of revenge,

they drove them not only out of their town, but all out of fight through the woods, thus

taking what they liked, and fpoiling the reft ; they reiired to Patawomek, where they

left Captain Crofliaw, with four men more, the reft fet fail for James Town. Captain

Crofliaw now, with five men and himfelf, found night and day fo many alarms, he

retired into fuch a convenient place that, with the help of the favages, he had quickly for-

tified himfelf againft all tliofe wild enemies. Captain Nufe, his pinnace meeting Hamar
by the way, underilanding all this, came to fee Captain Crofliaw ; after their beft inter-

changes' of courtefies, Crofliaw writ to Nufe, the eftate of the place where he was, but

underftanding by them the poor eftate of the colony, ofl'ered if they would fend him

but a bold fliallop, with men, arms, and provifion for trade, the next harveft he would

provide them corn fufficient ; but as yet, it being but the latter end of June, there vvai

little or none in all the country.

This being made known to the governor and the reft, they fent Captain Madyfon,

X 2 witl^
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with a {hip and pinnace, and fome fix-and-thirty men ; thofe Crofhaw a good time taught

the ufe of their arms, but receiving a letter from Boyfe, his wife, a prifoner, with nine-

teen more, at Pamaunke, to ufe means to the governor for their Hberty ; fo he dealt with

his King, he got firll two of his great men to go with him to James Town, and eight days

after to fend four of his council to Pamaunke, there to (lay till he fent one of his two to

them, to perfuade Opachankanough to fend two of his with two of thePatawomekes, to

treat about thofe prifoners, and the reft fliould remain their hoftage at Pamaunke ; but

the commanders at James Town, it feems, liked not of it, and fo fent the Patawomekes

back again to their own country, and Captain Croihavv to his own habitation.

All this time wc have forgot Captain Nufe, where we left him but newly acquainted

with the maflacre, calling all his next adjoining difperfed neighbours together, he re-

garded not the peftering his own houfe, nor any thing to relieve them, and with all

fpeed entrenched himfelf, mounted three pieces of ordnance, fo that within fourteen

days, he was ftrong enough to defend himfelf from all the favages j yet when viftuals

grew fcant, fome that would forage without order, which he punifhed, near occafioned

a mutiny : notwithifanding, he behaved himfelf fo fatherly and kindly to them all, they

built two houfes for them he daily expefted from England, a fair well of frefli water,

mantled with brick, bccaufe the river and creeks are there brackifli or fait ; in all

which things he played the fawyer, carpenter, dauber, labourer, or any thing ; wherein,

though his courage and heart were fteeled, he found his body was not made of iron,

for he had many ficknefles, and at iaft a dropfy, no lefs grief to himfelf than forrow to

his wife, and all under his government. Thefe croffes and lofTes were no fmall in-

creafers of this malady, nor the thus abandoning our plantations, the lofs of our har-

veft, and alfo tobacco, which was as our money ; the vineyard our vineyetors had

brought to a good forwardnefs, bruifed and deftroyed with deer, and all things ere

they came to perfeftion, with weeds, diforderly perfons, or wild beads ; fo that as we
are, I cannot perceive but the next year will be worfe, being ftill tormented with pride

and flattery, idlenefs and covetoufnefs, as though they had vowed here to keep their

court, with all the peflilential vices in the world for their attendants, enchanted with a

conceited ftatelinefs, even in the very bottom of miferable fenfeleflhefs.

Shortly after. Sir George Yearley and Captain William Powell took each of them a

company of well-difpofed gentlemen and others, to feek their enemies : Yearley rang-

ing the fliore of Weanock, could fee nothing but their old houfes which he burnt, and

fo went home : Powell fearching another part, found them all fled but three he met by

chance, whofe heads he cut ofl", burnt their houfes, and fo returned ; for the favages

are fo light and fwift, though we fee them, (being fo loaded with armour,) they have

much advantage of us, though they be cowards.

I confefs this is true, and it may caufe fome to fuppofe they are grown invincible ; but

will any go to catch a hare with a taber and a pipe ? for who knows not, though there

be monfl:ers both of men and beafts, fifli and fowl, yet the greateft, the flirongefl:, the

wildeft, ci-uellefl:, fierceft, and cunningeft, by reafon, art, and vigilancy, courage and

induftry, hath been flain, fubje£ted, or made tame, and thofe are flill but favages as

they were, only grown more bold by our own fnnplicity, and ftill will be worfe and

worfe, till they be tormented with a continual purfuit, and not with lying inclofed within

palifadoes, or affrighting them out of your fights, thinking they have done well, can but

defend themfelves ; and to do this to any purpofe, will require both charge, patience,

and ex,perience. But to their proceedings.

About the latter end of June, Sir George Yearley, accompanied with the council,

and a number of the greateft gallants in the land, ftayed three or four days with Cap-

9 tain
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tain Nufc, he making his moan to a chief man amongn: them for want of provifion for

his company : the great commander repHed, he fliould turn them to his green corn,

which would make them plump and fat ; thefe fields being fo near the fort, were better

regarded and preferved than the reft ; but the great man's command, as we call them,
was quickly obeyed, for though it was fcarce half grown either to the greatnefs or

goodnefs, they devoured it green though it did them I'mall good. Sir George with his

company went to Accomack to his new plantation, where he ftaid near fix weeks ; fome
corn he brought home, but as he adventured for himfelf, he according'ly enjoyed the

benefit ; fome petty magazines came this fummer, but either the reftraint by procla-

mation, or want of boats, or both, caufed few but the chieftains to be little better by
them. So long as Captain Nufe had any thing v e had part ; but now all being fpent,

and the people forced to live upon oyfters and crabs, they became fo faint no work
could be done ; and where the law was, no work, no meat, now the cafe is altered to

no meat, no work ; fome fmall quantity of milk and rice the captain had of his own,
and that he would diftribute gratis as he faw occafion ; I fay gratis, for I know no place

elfe, but it was foki for ready payment : thofe ears of corn that had efcaped till Auguft,
though not ripe by reafon of the late planting, the very dogs did repair to the corn
fields to feek them as the men till they were hanged ; and this I proteft before God is

true that I have related, not to flatter Nufe, nor condemn any ; but all the time I have
lived in Virginia, I have not feen nor heard that any commander hath taken fuch con-

tinual pains for the public, or done fo little good for himfelf, and his virtuous wife was
no lefs charitable and companionate according to her power. For my own part,

although I found neither mulberries planted, houfes built, men nor viftuals provided,

as the honourable adventurers did promife me in England
;

yet at my own charge,

having made thefe preparations, and the filk-worms ready to be covered, all was loft,

but my poor life and children, by the maflacre, the which as God in his mercy did

preferve, I continually pray we may fpend to his glory. The 9th of September we had
an alarm, and two men at their labours flain ; the captain, though extremely fick,

fallied forth, but the favages lay hid in the corn-fields all night, where they deftroyed

all they could, and killed two men more ; much mifchief they did to Mr. Edward
Hill's cattle, yet he alone defended his houfe, though his men were fick and could do
nothing, and this was our firft alTault fmce the mafTacre.

About this time Captain Madyfon pafled by us, having taken prifoners the King of

Patawomek, his fon, and two more, and thus it happened : Madyfon not liking fo well

to live amongft the favages as'Crofhaw did, built hiin a ftrong houfe within the fort,

fo that they were not fo fociable as before, nor did they much like Poole the interpreter

;

many alarms they had, but faw no enemies : Madyfon, before his building, went to

Moyaoncs, where he got provifion for a month, and was promifed much more, fo he
returned to Patawomek and built this houfe, and was well ufed by the favages. Now
by the four great men the King fent to Pamaunke for the redemption of the prifoners,

Madyfon fent them a letter, but they could neither deliver it nor fee them : fo long

they ftaid that the King grew doubtful of their bad ufage. that he fwore by the fkies,

if they returned not well, he would have wars with Opechankanough fo long as he
had any thing : at this time two of Madyfon's men ran from him ; to find them, he fent

Mr. John Upton and three more with an Indian guide to Nazatica, where they heard

they were. At this place was a King beat out of his country by the Necofts, enemies
to the Patawomeks ; this expelled King, though he profefled much love to t^e Patawo-
meks, yet he loved not the King becaufe he would not help him to revenge his injuries ;

but to our interpreter, Poole, he protefted great love, promifing if any treafon were,

he
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he would reveal it : our guide condudted this Bandyto with them up to Parawomek,
and there kept him ; our fugitives, we found the Patav/omeks had taken and brought
home, and the four great men returned from Pamaunke ; not long after, this expelled

King defired private conference with Poole, urging him to fwear by his God never to

reveal what he would tell him ; Poole promifed he would not : " Then," quoth this King,
" thofe great men that went to Pamaunke, v/ent not as you fuppofe they pretended,

but to contract with Opechankanough how to kill you all here, and thcfc are their

plots.

" Firfi:, they will procure half of you to go a fifliing to their furthefl town, and
there fet upon them, and cut off the relt ; if that fail, they will feign a place where are

many ftrangers would trade their furs, where they will perfuade half of you to go
trade, and there murder you and kill them at home ; and if this fail alfo, then they

will make alarms tuo nights together, to tire you out Vvlth watching, and then fet upon
you

;
yet, of all this, (laid he,) there is none acquainted but the King and the great

conjurer."

This being made known to the captain, we all flood more punctually upon our guard,

at which thefavages wondering, defired to know the caufe ; we told them we expedled

fome affault from the Pamaunkes, whereat they feemed contented, and the next day
the King went on hunting with two of our men, and the other fifliing and abroad as

before, till our fliallop returned from James Town, with the two favagcs, fent home
with Captain Crofhaw ; by thofe the governor fent to Madyfon, that this King fhould

fend him twelve of his great men ; word of this was fent to the King at another town
where he was, who not coming prefently v\ith the meflenger, Madyfon conceited he
regarded not the meflage, and intended, as he fuppofed, the fametreafon. The next

morning the King coming home, being fent for, he came to the captain, and brought

him a difh of their daintiefl fruit ; then the captain feigned his return to James Town j

th.- King told him he might if he would, but defired not to leave him deiHtute of aid,

having fo many enemies about him ; the captain told him he would leave a guard, but

entreated his anfwer concerning the twelve great men for the governor ; the King
replied, his enemies lay fo about him he could not fpare them ; then the captain defired

his fon and one other ; my fon, faid the King, is gone abroad about bufinefs, but the

other you defire you fliall have, and that other fits by him ; but that man refilled to

go, whereupon Madyfon went forth and locked the door, leaving the King, his fon,

and four favagcs, and i\ve Engliflimen in the ftrong-houfe, and fetting upon the town
vith the reft of his men, flew thirty or forty men, women, and children : the King
demanding the caufe, Poole told him the treafon, crying out to entreat the captain

ccafe from fuch cruelty ; but having flain and made fly all in the town, he returned,

taxing the poor King of treafon, who denied to the death not to know of any fuch

.matter; but faid, this is fome plot of them that told it, only to kill me for being your
friend. Then Madyfon willed him, to command none of his men fliould fliootathini

as he went aboard, which he prefently did, and it was performed : ib I^.Iadylbn depart-

ed, leading the King, his fan, and two more to his fliip, promifing when all his men
were fliipped, he fliould return at liberty ; notwithftanding he brought them to James
Town, where they lay fome days, and after were fent home by Captain llamcr, that

took corn for their ranfom, and after fet fail for Newfoundland.

But, alas thf caufe of this was only this,

Tlicy undcirllood, nor knew what was amifa.

Ever
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Ever fmce the beginning of thefe plantations, it hath been fuppofed the King of

Spain would invade them, or our Englilh P.ipiib endeavour to dillolve them. But

neither all the councils of Spain nor Papilts in the world could have devifed a better

courfe to bring them all to ruin, than thus to abufe their friends : nor could there ever

have been a better plot to have overthrown Opechankanough than Captain Cro-

fliavvs, had it been fully managed with expedition. But it f^ems God is angry to

fee Virginia made a flags where nothing but murder and indifcretion contends for

viftory.

Aniong the reff of the plantations all this fummer little was done, but fecuring them-

felvcs, and planting tobacco, which paffes there as current filver, and by the oft turning

and winding it, fome grow rich, but many poor, notwithflanding ten or twelve fhips or

more hath arrived there fince themaflacre ahhough it was Chrilfmas ere any returned,

and that return greatly revived all men's longing expe£lation here in England ; for they

brought news, that noi withftaading their extreme ficknefs, many were recovered, and

finding the favages did not much trouble them, except it were fometimes fonie difor-

derly ftragglers they cut off. To lull them the better in fecurity, they fought no re-

venge till their corn was ripe ; then they drew together three hundred of the befl

foldiers they could, and would leave their private bufinefs, and adventure themfelves

amoDgd the favages, to furprize their corn, under the conduct of Sir George Yearley,

being embarked in convenient fhipping, and all things necefTary for the enterprife

;

they firft went to* Nandfamund, where the people fet fire on their own houfes, and

fpoiled what they could, and then fled with what they could carry ; fo that the Englifli

did make no flaughter amongft them for revenge. Their corn-fields being newly ga-

thered, they furprifed all they found, burnt all the houfes remained unburnt, and fo

departed. Quartering about Kecoughtan, after the watch was fet, Samuel Collyer, one

of the mofl ancient planters, and very well acquainted with their language and habita-

tion, humours and conditions, and governor of a town, when the watch was fet going

the round, unfortunately by a centinel that difcharged his piece, was flain.

Thence they fail -d to Pamaunke, the chief feat of Opechankanough,the contriver of the

maffacre : the favages feemed exceeding fearful, promifing to bring them Sara, and the

reft of the Englifh yet living, with all the arms, and what they had to reftore, much defir-

ing peace, and to give ihem any fatisfaftion they could. Many fuch devices they feigned

to procrallinate the time ten or twelve days, till they had got away their corn from all

the other places up the river, but that where the Englifh kept their quarter ; at laft,

when thev faw all thofe promifes were but delufions, they feized on all the corn there

was, fet fire on their own houfes ; and in following the favages that fled before them,

fome few of thofe naked devils had that fpirit, they lay in ambufcado, and as our men
marched, difcharged fome fhot out of Englifh pieces, and hurt fome of them, flying

at their pleafures where they lifted, burning their empty houfes before them, as they

went to make themfelves fport ; fo they efcaped ; and Sir George returned with corn,

where for our pains we had three bufhels a-piece ; but we were enjoined before wc had

it, to pay ten fliillings the buihcl for freight and other charges. Thus, by this means,,

the fiivages are like, as they report, to endure no fmall mifery this winter j and that fome

of our men are returned to their former plantations.

What other palTages or impediments happened in their proceedings, that they were

not fully revenged of the favages before they returned, I know not, nor could ever hear

more, but that they fuppofed they flew two, and how it was impoflible for any men to

do more than they did
;

yet worthy Ferdinando Courtus had fcarce three hundred

Spaniards to conquer the great city of Mexico, where thoufands of favages dwelled in

ftrong
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ftrong houfes ; but becaufe they were a civilized people, had wealth, and thofe mere bar-

barians, as wild as beads have nothing ; lintreat your patience, to tell you my opinion,

which if it be God's pleafure I fliall not live to put in practice, yet it may be hereafter

ufeful for fome, but howfoever, I hope not hurtful to any, and this it is.

Had thefe three hundred men been at my difpofing, I would have fent firfl; one hun-

dred to Captain Rawley Crofliaw to Patawomek, with fome fmall ordnance for the fort,

the which but with daily exercifmg them, would have flruck that love and admiration

into the Patawomeks, and terror and amazement into his enemies, which are not far

off, and mofl; feated upon the other fide the river, they would willingly have been

friends, or have given any compofition they could, before they would be tormented

with fuch a vifible fear.

Now though they be generally perfidious, yet neceflity conflrains thofe to a kind of

conftancv becaufe of their enemies, and neither myfelf that firft: found them, Captain

Argall, Crofliaw, nor Hamar, never found themfelves in fifteen years trial ; nor is it

likely now they would have fo hoftaged their men, fufi'er the building of a fort, and

their women and children amongft them, had they intended any villany ; but fuppofe

they had, who would have defired a better advantage than fuch an advertifement, to

have prepared the fort for fuch an aflault, and furely it muft be' a poor fort they could

hurt, much more take, if there were but five men in it, durll difcharge a piece

:

therefore a man not well knowing their condition, may be as well too jealous as too

carelefs ; fuch another lope fconce would I have had at Onawmanient, and one hun-

dred men more to have made fuch another at Atquacke, upon the river of Toppa-

hanock, which is not pail thirteen miles diftant from Onawmanient : each of which

twelve men would keep, as well as twelve thoufand, and fpare all the reft, to be em-
ployed as there Ihould be occafion : and all this with thefe numbers might eafily have

been done, if not by courtefy, yet by compulfion, efpecially at that time of September,

when all their fruits v/ere ripe, their hearts fat, and infinite numbers of wild-fowl began

to repair to every creek, that men, if they would do any thing, could not want viduals.

This done, there remained yet one hundred who fhould have done the like at Ozinieke,

upon the river of Chickahamania, not part fix miles from the chief habitations of Ope-
chankanough. Thefe fmall forts had been caufe fufficient to caufc all the inhabitants

'

of each of thofe rivers to look to themfelves ; then having fo many (hips, barks, and

boats in Virginia, as there was at that prefent, with what facility might you have landed

two hundred and twenty men, if you had but only five or fix boats, in one night

;

forty to range the branch of Mattapanyent, forty more that of Youghtanund, and forty

more to keep their rendezvous at Pamaunke itfelf. All which places lie fo near they

might hear from each other within four or five hours, and not any of thofe fmall par-

ties, if there were any valour, difcretion, or induftry in them, but as fufficient as four

thoufand, to force them all to contribution, or take or fpoil all they had : for having

thus fo many convenient rendezvous to relieve each other, though all the whole coun-

tries had been our enemies, where could they reft, but in the depth of winter we might

burn all the houfes upon all thofe rivers in two or three days ? Then without fires they

could not live, which they could not fo hide, but we fhould find, and quickly fo tire

them with watching and warding, they would be fo weary ot their lives, as cither fly all

their d.untries, or give all the had, to be releafed of fuch an hourly mifery. Now if

but a fmall number of the favages would aflift us, as there is no queftion but divers of
them would ; and to fuppofe they could not be drawn to fuch faction, were to believe

they are more virtuous than many Chriftians, and the beft governed people in the world.

All the Pamaunkes might have been difpatched as well in a month as in a year, and

then
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then to have dwelt witli any other enemies at our pleafure, and yet made all this toil

and danger but a recreation.

If you think this ftraiige or impofliblc, twelve men with myfelf 1 found fufficient, to

go where I would a-days, and furprife a houfe with the people, if not a whole town in

a night, or encounter all the power they could make, as a whole araiy, as formerly at

large hath been related : and it feems, by thefe fmall parties lafl aniongfl them, by

Captain Crofhaw, Hamar, and Madyfon, they are not grown to that excellency in

policy and courage, but they might be encountered, and their wives and children ap-

prehendv'd. I know I fhall be taxed for writing lb much of mvfelf, but I care not

much, bccaufe the judicial know there are few fuch foldiers as are my examples,

have writ their own aftions, nor know I who will or can tell my intents better

than myfelf.

Some again find as much fault with the Company for meddling with fo many plantations

together, becaufe they that have many irons in the fire fome muft burn ; buti think no,

if they have men enough know how to work them ; but howfoever, it were better fome

burn than have none at all. The King of Spain regards but how many powerful king-

doms he keeps under his obedience, and for the favago countries he hath fubjefled,

they are more than enough for a good cofmographer to nominate. And is three mole-

hills fo much to us, and fo many empires fo little for him ? For my own part, I can-

not choofe but grieve, that the adions of an Englilhman (hould be inferior to any, and

that the command of England fhould not be as great as any monarchy that ever was

fmce the world began ; I mean, not as a tyrant to torment all Chriftendom, but to fup-

prefs her difturbers, and conquer her enemies.

For the great Romans got into their hand.

The whole world's compafs, both by fea and land.

Or any feas, or lieaven or earth extended.

And yet that nation could not be contented.

Much about this time arrived a fmall bark of Barnftaple, vihich had been at the

Summer Ifles, and in her Captain Nathaniel Butler, who having been governor there

three years, and his commiflion expired, he took the opportunity of this ftiip to fee

Virginia. At James Town he was kindly entertained by Sir Francis Wyat, the gover-

nor. After he had refled there fourteen days, he fell up with his fhip to the river

of Chickahamania, where meeting with Captain William Powell, joining together fuch

forces as they had to the number of eighty, they fet upon the Chickahamanians, that

fearfully fled, fuffering the Englilh to fpoil all they had, not daring to refifl them.
Thus he returned to James Town, where he ftaid a month, at Kecoughtan as much
more, and fo returned for England.

But riding at Kecoughtan, Mr. John Argent, fon of Dr. Argent, a young gentle-

man that went with Captain Butler from England to this place, Michael Fuller, Wil-
liam Gany, Cornelius May, and one other, going afhore with fome goods late in a fair

evening, fuch a fudden gull did arife, that drove them athwart the river, in that place

at leafl: three or four miles in breadth, where the fhore was fo (hallow at a low water,

nnd the boat beating upon the fands, they left her, wading near half a mile, and oft

up to tiie chin : fo well it happened, Mr. Argent had put his bandalier of powder in

his hat, which, next God, was all their prefervations ; for it being February, and the

ground fo cold, their bodies became fo benumbed, they were not able to ftrike fire

with a fleel and a ftone he had in his pocket ; the (lone they loft twice, and thus thofe

poor fouls groping in the dark, it was Mr. Argent's chance to find it, and with a fe\n^

withered leaves, reeds, and brufh, make a fmall fire: being upan the Chefapeak's

VOL. XIII. Y fhore.
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^flioro, their mortal enemies, great was their fear to be difcovered. The joyful morn-
ing appearing, they found their boat and goods driven afhore, not far from them, but

fo fplit, PiK was unferviceable ; but ib much was the frofi:, their clothes did freeze upon
their backs, for they durft not make any great fire to dry them, left thereby the bloody
favages might del'cry them, fo that one of them died the next day, and the next night

digging a grave in the f.'uds with tlieir hands, buried him. In this bodily fear they

Jived and fafted two days and nights, then two of them went into the land to feek frefh

water; the others, to the boat, to get fome meal and oil. Argent and his comrade
found a canoe, in which they refolved to adventure to their fliip, but fne was adrift in

the river before they returned : thus fruflrated of all hopes. Captain Butler, the third

night, ranging the Ihore in his boat to feek them, difcharged his mufkets ; but they

fuppofmg it fome favages had got fome Englifli pieces, they grew more perplexed than
ever, fo he returned, and loil his labour. The fourth day they unloaded their boat, and
flopping her leaks with their handkerchiefs and other rags, two rowing, and two baling

out the water ; but far they went not ere the water grew upon them fo fafl, and they

fo tired, they thought themfelves happy to be on fhore again, though they perceived

the Indians were not far off by their fires. Thus, at the very period of defpair.

Fuller undertook to fit aftride upon a little piece of an old canoe ; fo well it pleafed

God, the wind and tide ferved, by paddling with his hands and feet in the water, be-

yond all expeftation, God fo guided him three or four hours upon this board, he
a^rrived at their fliip, where they no lefs amazed than he tired, they took him in. Pre-

fently, as he had concluded with his companions, he caufed thefn to difcharge a piece

of ordnance if he efcaped, which gave no lefs comfort to Mr. Argent and the reft,

than terror to thofe plantations that heard it (being late), at fuch an unexpecled ala-

rum : but after, v,ith warm cloaths and a little ftrong water, they had a little recovered

him, fuch was his courage and care of his diftrelfed friends, he returned that night

again, with Mr. Felgate to conduft him to them ; and fo giving thanks to God for fo

hopelefs a deliverance, it pleafed his divine power both they and their provifion

catne fafely aboard ; but Fuller, they doubt, will never recover his benumbed legs

and thighs.

Now, before Butler's arrival in England, many hard fpeeches were rumoured agiiinft

him for fo leaving his charge, before he received order from the Company : divers

;'.gain of his foldiers as highly commended him for his good government, art, judg-

'r.ient, and induftry. But to make the mifery of Virginia appear, that it might be
reformed in time, how all thofe cities, towns, corporations, forts, vineyards, nurferies

of mulberries, glafs-houfcs, iron-forges, gueft-houfes, filk-worms, colleges, the Com-
pany's great eftate, and that plenty fome do fpeak of here, are rather things in words
jmd paper, than in efted, with divers reafons of the caufes of thofe defe£ts ; if it were
falfe, his blame nor lliame could not be too much : but if there be fuch defefts in the

government, and diftrefs in the colony, it is tliought by many it hath been too long

concealed, and requireth rather reformation than difputation : but, however, it were
not amifs to provide for the worft, for the bi'fi: will help itfelf. NotwithJlani.ling, it

v.'as apprehended fo hardly, and examined with that paffion, that the bruit thereof was
fpread abroad with that expedition it did more hurt than the maffacre ; and the fault ,

of all now, by the vulgar rumour, muft be attributed to the unwholefomenels of the

air, and barrennefs of the country, as though all England were nought, becaufe the

fens and marflies are unhealthy ; or barren, becaufe fome will lie under windows and
Ifarve in Cheapfide, rot in gaols, die in the ftreet, highways, or any where, and ufe

a thoufand devices to maintain themfelves in thofe miferies, rather than take any pains

9 to
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to live as they may by honcfl; labour ; and a great part of fuch like are the planters of

Virginia, and partly the occafion of thefe defailments.

lu the latter end of this lafl year, or the beginning of this, Captain Henry Spilman,

a gentleman that hath lived in thofe countries thirteen or fourteen years, one of the

bell interpreters in the land, being furnifhed with a bark and fix-and-twcnty men, he

was fcnt to truck in the river of Patavvoriiek, where he had lived a long time amongih

thefovagcs; whether he prcfumed too much upon his acquaintance amongll them, or they

fought to be revenged of any for the flaughter made aniongft them by the Englilli lo

hitely, or he fought to betray them, or they him, are all feveral relations, but it feems

but imaginary : for then returned report they left him afhore about Patavvomck ; but

the name of the place they knew not, with onc-and-twenty men, being but five in the

bark, the lavages, ere they fufpeded any thing, boarded them with their canoes, and

entered fo fall:, the Englifli were aniazed, till a failor gave fire to a piece of ordnance,

only at random ; at the report whereof the favages leaped overboard, fo diflracled

with fear, they left tlieir canoes and fwam afliore ; and prefently they heard a great

bruit amongfl the favages afliore, and faw a man's head thrown down the bank

;

whereupon they weighed anchor, and returned home; but how he was furprized or

llahi is uncertain.

,
Thus things proceed and vary not a jot,

Whether we know them, or we know thenr. not.

£.
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Being ertjcined by our commidion not to implant nor wrong tfie favages, becaufc
the chaniif 1 was fo near the fliore, where now is James Town, then a thick grove of
trees, we cut them down, where the favages pretending as much kindnefs as could be,

they hurt and flew onc-and-twenty of us in two hours. At this time our diet was for

nioft part water and bran, and three ounces of h'ttle better fluff in bread for five men
a meal ; and thus we lived near three months : our lodgings under boughs of trees,

the favages being our enemies, whom we neither knew nor underflood, occafions, I

think, fufficicnt to make men fick and die.

NecefTity thus did enforce me, with eight or nine, to try conclufions amongfl the
favages, that we got provifion, which recovered the reft, being mofl fick. Six weeks
1 was led captive by tliofe barbarians, though fome of my men were flain, and the reft

fled ;
yet it pleafed God to make their great King's daughter the means to return me

fafe to James Town, and relieve our wants ; and then our commonwealth was in all

eight-and-thirty, the remainder of one hundred and live.

Being fupplied with one hundred and twenty, with twelve men in a boat of three tons

I fpent fourteen weeks in thofe large waters } the contents of the way ofmy boatj pro-
tra6led by the fcale of proportion, was aboutthree thoufand miles, befides the river we
dwell upon, where no Chriflian known ever was, and our diet for the mofl part what
we could find, yet but one died.

The favages being acquainted, that by command from England we durft not hurt
them, were much imboldened ; that famine and their infolencies did force me to break
our commifTion and hiflruftions, caufe Powhatan fly his country, and take the King of
Pamaunke prifoncr ; and alfo to keep the King of Pafpahegh in fhackles, and put his

men to double talks in chains, till nine-and-thirty of their Kings paid us contribution

anxi the offending favages fent to James Town to punifh at our own difcretion : in the
two lafl years I flaid there, I had not a man flain.

All thofe conclufions being, wot able to prevent the bad events of pride and idlenefs

having received another fupply of feventy, we were about two hundred in all, but not
twenty workmen : in following the flrid: direftions from England to do that was
impofTible at that time ; fo it happened, that neither we nor they had any thing to eat,

but what the country afforded naturally
;

yet of eighty who lived upon oyflers in -

June and July, with a pint of corn a week for a man, lying under trees, and one hundred '

and twenty for the mofl part liVing upon flurgeon, which was dried till we pounded it

to powder for meal, yet in ten weeks but feven died.

It is true, we had of tools, arms, and ammunition fufficient, fome aquavitje, vinegar,
meal, peafe, and oatmeal, but in two years and a half not fufficient for fix months, ,

though by the bills of lading the proportions fent us would well have contented us, not-
withftanding we fent home ample proofs of pitch, tar, fope-afhes, wainfcoat, clapboard, ,

filk-grafs, iron ore, fome flurgeon, and glafs, faffafras, cedar, cyprefs,and black walnut,
crowned Powhatan, fought the Monacans country, according to the inflruftions fent us,

but they caufed us negleft more neceffary works : they had better given for pitch and
foap-afhes one hundred pound a ton in Denmark-: we alfo maintained five or fix feve-

ral plantaiions.

James Town being burnt, we rebuilt it and three fdrts more ; befides the church
and flore-houfe, we had about forty or fifty feveral houfes to keep us warm and dry,
environed with a palifado of fourteen or fifteen feet, and each as much as three or four
men could carry. We digged a fair well of frefh-water in the fort, where we had three
bulwarks, four-and-twenty pieces of ordnance, of culvering, demiculvering, facar and
falcon, and moft well mounted upon convenient platforms, planted one hundred acres •

of
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of corn. We had but fix fliips to ti-anfport and fupply us, and but two hundred fevefity

fevcn men, boys, and women, by whofc labours Virginia being brought to this kind of

perfcfticn, the molt difficuUies paft, and the foundation thus laid by this, fmall means

:

vet becaufe we had done no more, they called in our commiflion, took a new in their

own names, and appointed us near as many offices and officers as I had foldiers, that

neither knew us, nor we them, without our confents or knowledge ; iince there have

gone more than one hundred fhips of other proportions, and eight or ten thc-ufand

])eople. Now if you pk-afe to compare v. hat hath been ipent, fent, difcovered and

done thefe fifteen years, by that we did in the three firl't years, and every governor that

hath been ihere fince, give you but fuch an account as this, you may eafily find what

hath been the caufe of thofe difafters in Virginia.

Then came in Captain Argall and I\Ir. Sedan, in a fhip of Mr. Cornelius, to fifli for

Ilurgeon, who had fuch good provifion, we contrafted with them for it, whereby we
were better furnifiied than ever.

Not long after came in feven fhips, with about three hundred people ; but rather to

fupplant us than fupply us; their admiral with their authority being caft away in the Ber-

mudas, verv angrv they were we had made no better provifion for them. Seven or eight

weeks we withftood the inundations of thefe diforderly humours, till I was near blown

to death with gunpowder, which occafioned me to return for England.

In the year 1609, about Michaelmas, I left the country, as is formerly related, with

three fnips, fcven boats, commodities to trade, harvelt newly gathered, eight weeks

provifion of corn and meal, about five hundred perfons, three hundred muikets, fhot,

powder, and match, with arms for more men than we had. The favages their

language and habitation, well known to two hundred expert foldiers ; nets for fifh-

mg, tools of all forts, apparel to fupply their wants : fix mares and a horfe, five or

fix hundred fwine, many more poultry, what was brought or bred, but vidluals there

remained.

Having fpent fome five years, and more than five hundred pounds in procuring the

letters patents and fetting forward, and near as much more about New England, &c.

Thus thefe nineteen years I have here and there not fpared any thing according to my
ability, nor the beft advice 1 could, to perfuade how thofe flrange miracles of mifery

might have been prevented, which lamentable experience plainly taught me of necefTity

muff enfue; but few would believe me till now too dearly they have paid for it. Where-

fore hitherto I have rather left all than undertake impofTibilities, or any more fuch

coRlv tafks at fuch chargeable rates : for in neither of thofe two countries have I one

foot of land, nor the very houfe I buildcd, nor the ground I digged with my own hands,

nor ever any content or fatisfaflion at all ; and though I fee ordinarily thofe two

countries fhared before me by them that neither have them nor know them, but by my
dcfcriptions ;

yet that doth not fo much trouble me, as to hear and fee thofe contentions

and divifions which will hazard if not ruin the profperlty of Virginia, if prefent remedy

be not found, as they have hindered many hundreds who would have been there ere

now, and makes them yet that are willing to flandina demurrei-.

For the books and maps I have made, I will thank him that will fliew me fo much
for fo little r.-'compcnce, and bear with their errors till I have done better. For the

materials in them 1 cannot deny, but am ready to affirm them both there and here, upon

fuch grounds as I have propounded, which is to have but fifteen hundred men to

fubdue again the fcwages, fortify the country, difcovcr that yet unknown, and both

defend and feed their colony, which I moft humbly refer to His Majefty's mofl judicial

judgment, and the moft honourable Lords of his privy council, you his trufly and well

beloved
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beloved comir.i/Iioners, and the honourable company of planters and well willers to
Virginia, New England and Sommer-Iflands.

Out of Ihcfe Qhfcrvations it pleafcd His Majejifs Commijfioncrs for the Reformation of
Virginia, to dcjire my Anfiver to thefcfcvcn Oucjlioris.

Quell. I. WHAT conceive you is the caufe the plantation hath profpered no better

fince you left it in fo good a forwardnefs ?

Anfw. Idlenefs and careleflhefs brought all I did in three years in fix months to

nothing ; ?nd of five hundred I left, fcarcc threefcore lemained ; and had Sir Thomas
Gates not got from the Bermudas, I think they had been all dead before they could

be fupplied.

Ouefl:. 2. What conceive you fhould be the caufe, though the country be good,

there comes nothing but tobacco ?

Anfw. rhe often altering of governors, it feems, caufes every man make ufe of his

time ; and becaufe corn was tinted at two fliillings and fix-pence the bufhel, and
tobacco at three Ihillings the pound, and they value a man's labour a year worth fifty

or threefcore pounds, but in corn not worth ten pounds, prefuming tobacco will

furnifli them with all things ; now make a man's labour in corn worth threefcore

pounds, and in tobacco but ten pounds a man, then fliall they have corn fufficient to

entertain all comers, and keep their people in health to do any thing ; but till then

there will be little or nothing to any purpofe.

Queft. 3. What conceive you to have been the caufe of the maflacre ; and had the

favages had the ufe of any pieces in your time, or when, or by whom they were
taught ?

Anfw. The caufe of the maflacre was the want of martial difcipline, and becaufe

they would have all the Englifh had by deflroying thofe they found fo carelefly

fecure, that they were not provided to defend themfelves againfl: any enemy, being fo

difperfed as they were. In my timej though Captain Nuport furni/hed them with

fwords by truck, and many fugitives did the like, and fome pieces they got acci-

dently, yet I got the moft of them again, and it was death to him that fiiould fliew a

favage the ufe of a piece. Since, I underftand, thty became fo good fliot, they were
employed for fowlers and huntfmen by the Englifli.

Oueft. 4. What charge think you would have fettled the government both for

defence and planting when you left it ?

Anfw. Twenty thoufand pounds would have hired good labourers and mechanical

men, and have furnifhed them with' cattle and all neceffarics, and one hundred of them
would have done more than a thoufand of thofe that went, though the Lord La Ware,
Sir Ferdinando Waynman, Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir Thomas Dale were perfuaded

to the contrary ; but when they had tried, they confeifed their error.

Queft. 5. What conceive vou would be the remedy and the charge ?

Anfw. The remedy is to fend foldiers and all forts of labourers and neceflaries for

them, that they may be there by next Michaelmas ; the which to do well will (land

you in five thoufand pounds : but if His iVIajefty would pleafe to lend two of his fliips

to tranfport them, lefs would ferve, befides the benefit of his grace to the aSion would
encourage all men.

Queft. 6. What think you are the defeats of the government both here and there ?

Anfw. The multiplicity of opinions here, and officers there, makes fuch delays by
queftions and formality, that as much time is fpent in compliment as in adtion

j

befrdes.
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befides, fome are fo deHrous to employ their fliips, having (ix pounds for every

patVenger, and three pounds tor every ton of goods, at which rate a thoufand fliips

may now better be procured than one at the firll, when the common flock defrayed all

freights, wages, provifions and magazines, whereby the fhips are fo peftered, as occa-

fions much ficknefs, difeafes and mortality ; for though all the pafTengers die th^y are

fure of their freight ; and then all muft be fatisfied with orations, difputations, excufes

, and hopes. As for the letters of advice from hence, and their anfwers thence, they

are fo well written, men would believe there were no great doubt of the performance,

and that all things were well, to which error here they have been ever much fubjed;

and there not to believe, or not to relieve the true and poor eflate of that colony,

whofe fruits were commonly fpent before they were ripe, and this lofs is nothing to

'them here, whofe great ellates are not fenfible of the lofs of their adventures, and fo

they think, or will not take notice ; but it is fo with all men, but howfoever they think

or difpofe of all things at their pleafure, I am fure not myfelf only, but a thoufand

others have not only fpent the moft of their eftates, but the mofl: part have loft their

lives and all, only but to make way for the trial of more new conclufions, and he that

,novv will adventure but twelve pounds ten fliillings fliall have better refpeft and as

.much favour than he that fixteen years ago adventured as much, except he have

money as the other hath, but though he have adventured five hundred pounds, and

fpent there never fo much time, if he have no more and not able to begin a family of

^himfelf, all is loft by order of court.

But in the beginning it was not fo, all went then out of one purfe, till thofe new
devices have confumed both money and purfe, for at firft there were but fix patentees,

now more than a thoufand, then but thirteen counfellors, now not lefs than an hundred;

I fpeak not of all, for there are fome both honourable and honeft, but of thofe officersj

which did they manage their own eftates no better than the affairs of Virginia, they

would quickly fall to decay fo well as it; but this is moft evident, few officers in

England it hath caufed to turn bankrupts, nor for all their complaints would leave

their places, neither yet any of their officers there, not few of the reft but they would

be at home, but fewer adventurers here will adventure any more till they fee the

bufinefs better eftabliflied, although there be fome fo wilfully improvident they care

for nothing but to get thither, and then if their friends be dead, or want themfelves,

they die or live but poorly for want of neceflaries, and to think the old planters can

relieve them were too much fimplicity, for who here in England is fo charitable to

feed two or three ftrangers, have they never fo much, much lefs in Virginia where

they want for themfelves. Now the general complaint faith, that pride, covetoufnefs,

extortion and oppreffion in a few that engrofles all, than fell all again to the com-

monalty at what rate they pleafe, yea, even men, women and children, for who will

give moft occafions no fmall mifchief amongft the planters.

As for the company, or thofe that do tranfport them, provided of ncceffaries, God
forbid but they fliould receive their charges again with advantage, or that mafters

there fliould not have the fame privilege over their fervants as here, but to fell him or

her for forty, fifty, or tiirocfcore pounds, whom the company hath fent over for eight

.or ten pounds at the moft, without regard how they fliall be maintained with apparel,

meat, drink, and lodging, is odious, and their fruits fuitable ; therefore fuch merchants

it were better they were made fuch merchandize themfelves than fuflered any longer

to ufe that trade, and thofe are defeds fufficient to bring a well fettled commonwealth
to mifery, much more Virginia.

Oucft. 7. How think you it may be reftificd ?

Anfw.
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Anfvv. IF His Majefty would plcafe to entitle it to his crown, and yearly that both the

governors here and there may give their accounts to you, or fouie that are not engaged

in the bufinefs, that the common ftock be not fpent in maintaining one hundred men
for the governor, one hundred for two deputies, fifty for the treafurer, five-and-

twenty for the fccretary, and more for the marflial and other oilicers who were never

there nor adventured any thing, but only preferred by favour to be lords over them

that broke the ice and beat the path, and muft teach them what to do; if any thing

happen well it is their glory ; if ill, the fault of the old direftors, that in all dangers

mud endure the worlt, yet not five hundred of them have fo much as one of the

others; alfo that there be fome prefent courfe taken to maintain a garrifon to fupprefs

the favages, till they be able to fubfift, and that His Majefty would pleafe to remit his

cuftom, or it is to be feared they will lofc cuilom and all, for this cannot b? done by

promifes, hopes, counfels, and countenances, but with fufficient workmen and means

to maintain them, nor fuch delinquents as here cannot be ruled by all the laws in

England, yet when the foundation is laid, as I have faid, and a commonwealth

eltabliflied, then fuch there may better be conftrained to labour than here: but to

redify a commonwealth with debauched people is impoffible, and no wife man would

throw himfelf into fuch a fociety, that intends honeftly, and knows what he under-

takes, for there is no country to pillage as the Romans found : all you expect from

thence muft be by labour.

For the government I think there is as much ado about it as the kingdoms of

Scotland and Ireland, men here conceiting Virginia as they are, erefting as many
ftately offices as officers with their attendants, as there are labourers in the country,

where a conftabie were as good as twenty of their captains, and three hundred good
foldiers and labourers better than all the reft that go only to get the fruits of other

men's labours by the title of an office. Thus they fpend Michaelmas rent in Mid-

fummer moon, and would gather their harveft before they have planted their corn.

As for the maintenance of the officers, the firft that went never demanded any, but

adventured good funis ; and it feems ftrange to me, the fruits of all their labours,

befides the expence of an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, and fuch multitudes of

people, thofe collateral officers could not maintain themfelves fo well as the old did,

and having now fuch liberty to do to the favages what they will, the others had not.

I more then wonder they have not five hundred favages to work for them towards their

general maintenance, and as many more to return iome content and fatisfaftion to the

adventurers, that for all their care, charge and diligence, can hear nor fee nothing

but miferable complaints ; therefore under your correction to rectify all, is with all

expedition to pais the authority to them who will relieve them, left all be confumed

ere the differences be determined. And except His Majefty undertake it, or by act

of parliament fome fmall tax may be granted throughout his dominions, as a penny

upon every poll, called a head-penny ; two pence upon every chimney, or fome fuch

colleftion might be raifed ; and that would be fufficient to give a good ftock, and many
fervants to fufficient men of any faculty, and tranfport them freely for paying only

homage to the Crown of England, and fuch duties to the public good as their eftates

Increafed, reafon fliould require. Were this put in practice,, how many people of what

quality you pleafe, for all thofe difafters would yet gladly go to fpend their lives there,

and by this means more good might be done in one year, than all thofe petty particular

undertakings will effe£t in twenty.

For the patent the King may, if he pleafe, rather take it from them that have it,

than from us who had it firft, pretending to His Majefty what great matters they would

VOL. xiii. z do.
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do, and how little we did, and for any thincr I can conceive, had we remained ftill as

at firfl:, it Js not likely we coukl have done much worfe ; bat thole oft altering of

governments are not without much charge, hazard, and lofs. If I be too plain, I

humbly crave your pardon ; but you requefted me, therefore I do but my duty. For

the nobility,^ who know not how freely both in their purfes and aflillance many of

them have been to advance it, committing the managing of the bufmefs to inferior

perfons, amongfl: whom queftionlefs alfo many have done their utmofl beft, fincerely

and truly according to their conceit, opinion, and underllanding
;

yet grofs errors

have been committed : but no man lives without his faults ; for my own part, I have

fo much ado to amend my own, I have no leifure to look into any man's in particular,

but thofe in general I conceive to be true. And fo I humbly refl,

Your's to command, I. S.

Thus thofe difcords, not being to be compounded among themfelves, nor yet by
the extraordinary diligence, care and pains of the noble and right worthy commif-

fioners, Sir William Jones, Sir Nicholas Fortefcue, Sir Francis Gofton, Sir Richard

Sutton, Sir Henry Bourgchier, and Sir William Pitt ; a corante was granted againft

Mr. Deputy Farrar, and twenty or thirty others of that party, to plead their caufes

before the right honourable the lords of His Majefty's privy council : now notwith-

ftanding all the relations, examinations, and intercepting of all letters whatfoever come
from thence, yet it feems they were fo far unfatisfied, and defired to know the truth,

as well for the prefervation of the colony, as to give content and do all men right, they

fent two commifficners ftriiflly to examine the true ftate of the colony. Upon whofe

return, after mature deliberation, it plcafed His Royal Majelty to fupprefs the courfe of

the court at Deputy Farrars, and that for the prefent ordering the alniirs of Virginia,

until he fliould make a more full fettlement thereof, the Lord Vilcount Mandovile,

lord prefident of His Majefcy's privy council, and alfo other privy councillors, whh
many underltauding knights and gentlemen, fiiould every Thurfd3y in the afiernoon

meet at Sir Thomas Smith's, in Philpot-lane, where all men whom it fliould concern

may repair, to receive fuch diredlions and warrant for their better fecurity, as more at

large you may fee in the proclamation to that effe£i:, under the great feal of England,

dated the 15th of July 1624. But as for the relations lall returned, what numbers
they arc, how many cities, corporations, towns, and houfes, cattle and horfes they

have, what fortifications or difcoveries they have niade, or revenge upon the favages ;

who are their friends or foes, or what commodities they have mora than tobacco, and

their prefent eltate, or what is prefent ly to be put in execution, in that the com-
mifficners are not yet fully fatisfied in the one, nor refolved in the other, at this

prefent time when this went to the prefs, I mull entreat you pardon me till I be better

aflured.

Thus far I have travelled in this wildcrnefs of Virginia, not being ignorant for all

my pains this difcourfe will be wrefted, tofled and turned as many ways as there is

leaves ; that I have writ too much of fome, too little of others, and many fuch like

objedions. To fuch I mull anfwer, in the Company's name I was requefted to do it

:

if any have concealed their approved experience from my knowledge, they muft

excufe me ; as for every fatherlefs, or ftolen relation, or whole volumes of fophifticated

rehearfals, I leave them to the charge of them that defire them. I thank God I never

undertook any thing yet any could tax me of carelefsnefs or dilhonefty ; and what is

he to whom I am indebted or troublefome ? Ah ! were thefe my accufers but to change

cafes and places with me but two years, or till they had dene but fo much as I, it may

7 be
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"be they would iutlp:emore cliaritably of my imperfeftions. But here I muft leave ail

to the trial of time, both mvfclf, Virginia's preparations, proceedings, and good
events, praying to that great God, the proteftor of all goodnefs, to fend them as
good fuccefs as the goodnefs of the aQioii and country deferveth, and my heart
defireth.

BOOK V.

The general Hijiory of the Bermudas, now called the Summer If.es, from their begimiingy

in the Tear of our Lord 1593, /<? this prcfent 1624, ivitb their Proceedings, Accidents^

and prefent Ejlatc.

BEFORE we prefent you the matters of fad, it is fit to offer to your view the flage

whereon they were aited, for as geography without hiflory feemeth a carcafe without
motion, fo hiftory without geography, wandereth as a vagrant without a certain habita-

tion. Thole iflands lie in the huge main ocean, and two hundred leagues from any
continent, fituated in 32 degrees and 25 minutes of northerly latitude, and diftant from
England wcit-fouth-weft, about three thouiand three hundred miles, fome twenty miles

in lengtli, and not pad two miles and a half in breadth, environed with rocks, which
to the northward, weftvvard, and fouth-eafc, extend further than they have been yet

well difcovered : by reafon of thofe rocks the country is naturally very itrong, for there

is but two places, and fcarce two, unlefs to them who know them well, where fhipping

may fafely come in, and thofe now are exceeding well fortified, but within is room to

entertain a royal fleet : the rocks in moft places appear at low water, neither are they

much covered at high, for it ebbs and flows not paft five feet j the fhore for mofl part

is a rock, fo hardened with the fun, wind, and fea, that it is not apt to be worn away
with the waves, whole violence is alfo broke by the rocks before they can come to the

fliore ; it is very uneven, diitributed into hills and dales ; the mould is of divers

colours, neither clay nor fand, but a mean between ; the red which refembleth clay

is the worft, the whitefl: refembling fand, and the blackefl is good, but the brown be-

twixt them both, which they call white, becaufe there is mingled with it a white meal,

is the belt: : under the mould two or three feet deep, and fometimes lefs, is a kind of
white hard fubflance, vi'hich they call the rock : the trees ufually fallen their roots in

it ; neither is it indeed rock or ftone, or fo hard, though for mofl: part harder

than chalk ; nor fo white, but pumifli-like and fpungy, eafily receiving and containing

much water. In fome places, clay is found under it ; it feems to be engendered with

rain vi?ater, draining through the earth, and drawing with it of his fubftance unto a

certain depth, where it congeals ; the hardefl: kind of it lies under the red ground hke
quarries, as it were thick flates one upon another, through which the river hath its

pafTage ; fo that in fuch places there is fcarce found any frefli water, for all or the moft

part of the frefli water cometh out of the fea draining through the fand, or that fub-

ftance called the rock, leaving the fait behind, it becomes frefli : fometimes we
dug wells of frefli water, which we find in moft places, and but three or four paces

from the fea fide ; fome further, the mofl: part of them would ebb and flow as the fea

did, and be level or little higher than the fuperfices of the fea, and in fome places very

ftrange, dark, and cumberfome caves.

The air is n'ofl commonly clear, very temperate, moifl, with a moderate heat, very

healthful, and apt for the generation and nourifliing of all things, fo as many things

tranfported from hence yield a far greater increafe, and if it be any living thing, it be-

z 2 comes
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comes fatter and better ; by this means, the country is fo replenillied with hens and
turkies, within the fpace of three or four years, that many of them being neglected,

forlake the houfes, and become wild, and fo live in great abundance ; the like increafe

there is in hogs, tame conies, and other cattle, according to their kinds. There feems

to be a continual fpring, which is the caufe fome things come not to that maturity and
perfedlion as were requifite ; and though the trees fhed their leaves, yet they are al-

ways full of green ; the corn is the fame they have in Virginia and the Wefl-Indies :

of this and many other things without plowing or much labour, they have two
harvefts every year, for they fet about March, which they gather in July ; and again in

Auguft, which they reap in December ; and little flips of fig-trees and vines do ufually

bear fruit within the year, and fometimes in lefs ; but we find not the grapes as yet

come to any perfedion ; the like fertility it hath in oranges and lemons, pomegranates,

and other things. Concerning the ferenity and beauty of the Iky, it may as truly be
faid of thofe illands as ever it was faid of the Rhodes, that there is no one day through-

out the twelve months, but that in fome hour thereof, the fan looks fmgularly and
clear upon them, for the temperature it is beyond all others mofl admirable ; no cold

there is beyond an Englifh April, nor heat much greater than an ordinary July in

France, fo that froft and fnow is never feen here, nor (linking and infedtious miffs very
feldom, by reafon of the main ocean, there is fome wind ftirring that cools the air ; the

winter they have obferves the time with ours, but the longed days and nights are

ihorter than ours almoft by two hours.

We found it at firfl all overgrown with weeds and plants of feveral kinds, as many
tall and goodly cedars, infinite flore of palmetoes, numbers of mulberries, wild olive-

trees ftore, with divers others, unknown both by name and nature, fo that as they be-

come loft to many ufeful employments, which time and induftry, no doubt, will one
day difcover, and even already certain of the moft notorious of them have gotten them
appellations from their apparent eftedts, as the prickle-pear which grows like a fhrub

by the ground, with broad thick leaves, all over armed with long and (harp dangerous
thorns, the fruit being in form not much unlike a fmall green pear, and on the outfide

of the fame colour, but within blood red, and exceeding full of juice, with grains not
much unlike the pomegranate, and colouring after its nature. The poifoned weed is

much in (liape like our Engiifli juy, but being but touched, caufeth rednefs, itching,

and laftly, blifters, the which, howibever, after a while pafs away of themfelves, with-

out further harm
;

yet becaufe for the time they are ibmewhat painful, it hath got
itfelf an ill name, although queftionlefs of no ill nature. Here is alfo frequently grow-
ing a certain tall plant, whole ftalk being all over covered with a red rind, is thereupon
termed the red weed, the root whereof being foaked in any liquor, or but a fmall

quantity of the juice drunk alpne, procures a very forcible vomit, and yet is generally

ufcd by the people, and found very eifedual againft the pains and diftempers of
the ftomach.

A kind of woodbine there is likewife by the fea very commonly to be found, which
runs upon trees, twining itfelf like a vine ; the fruit fomewhat refembles a bean, but
fomewhat flatter, the which, any way eaten, worketh excellently in the nature of a
purge, and though very vehemently, yet without all peril. Contrary to this, another
IVnall tree there is, which caufeth coitivenefs : there is alfo a certain plant like a bramble-
bufli, which bears a long yellow fruit, having the (hell very hard, and within it a grey
berry, that beaten and taken inwardly purgeth gently. There is another fruit, much
like our barberries, which being beaten or bruifcd between the teeth, fets all the mouth
on an extreme heat, very terrible for the time j to avoid which, they are fwallowed

down
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down whole, and found of the fame or better operation than the red pepper, and thence

borroweth the name. In the bottom of the fea, there is growing upon the rocks a
large kind of plant, in the form of a vine-leaf, but far more fpread with veins, in colour

of a pale red, very ftrangely interlaced and woven one in another, which we call the

feather, but the virtue thereof is altogether unknown, but only regarded for the rarity.

Now befides thefe natural produdions, providences, and pains, fince the plantation, have
oftered divers other feeds and plants, which the foil hath greedily embraced and che-

riflied, fo that at this prefent 1623, there are great abundance of white, red, and yellow

coloured potatoes, tobacco, fugar-canes, indigos, parfnips, exceeding large radifhes, the

American bread, the caffado-root, the Indian pumpeon, the water-melon, muflv.-melon,

and the moft delicate pine-apples, plantains, and papaws ; alfo the Englifli artichoke,

peafe, &c. j briefly, whatfoever elfe may be expefted for the fatisfaftion either of
curiofity, necellity, or delight.

Neither hath the air for her part been wanting with due fupplies of many forts of
fowls, as the grey and white hearn, the grey and green plover, fome wild ducks and
mallard, coots, and red-fhanks, fea-widgeons, grey bitterns, cormorants, numbers of
fmall birds, like fparrows and robins, which have lately been deftroyed by the wild

cats, wood-peckers, very many crows, which fince this plantation are killed, the refl

fled, or feldom feen, except in the moft uninhabited places, from whence they are

obferved to take their flight about fun-fet, directing their courfe towards the north-wefl:,

which makes many conjedlure there are fome more iflands not far oft' that way.
Sometimes are alfo feen falcons and jar-falcons, ofprays, a bird like a hobby, but be-

caufe they come feldom, they are held but as paifengers ; but above all thefe, moft
deferving obfervation and refped, are thofe two forts of birds, the one for the tone of
his voice, the other for the effeft, called the cahow and egg-bird, which on the firft of

May, a day conftantly obferved, fall a laying infinite ftore of eggs, near as big as hens',

upon certain fmall fandy bays, efpecially in Couper's lOe j and although men fit down
amongft them when hundreds of them have been gathered of a morning, yet there is-

hath ftaid amongft them till thev have gathered as many more : they continue this

courfe till Midfummer, and fo tame and fearlefs, you muft thruft them off^ from their

eggs with your hand ; then they grow fo faint with laying, they fuffer them to breed,

and take infinite numbers of their young to eat, which are very excellent meat.

The cahow is a bird of the night, for all the day flie lies hid in holes in the rocks,

where they and their young are alfo taken with as much eafe as n\ay be, but in the

night if you but whoop and hollow, they will light upon you, that with your hands you
may chufe the fat and leave the lean ; thofe they have only in winter ; their eggs are

as big as hens', but they are fpeckled, the other white. Mr. Norwood hath takea

twenty dozen of them in three or four hours, and fince there hath been fuch'havock

made of. them, they were near all deftroyed, till there was a ftritt inhibition for their

prefervation. The tropick bird is white, as large as a pullet, with one only long

feather in her tail, and is feldom feen far diftant from other of the tropicks : another

fmall bird there is, becaufe fhe cries peniblyco, they call her fo; flie is feldom feen in the

day but when flie fings, as too oft flie doth very clamoroufly, too true a prophet flie

proves of huge winds and boifterous weather : there were a kind of fmall owls in great

abundance, but they are now all flain or fled : fome tame ducks, geefe and pigeons

there are ; but the two latter profpcr not.

Concerning vermin and noifome creatures there are not many, but only rats and
cats, there increafed fince the plantation ; but hovif they agree togetlier you fliall hear

hereafter^ The muflietos and flies are alfo too bufy, with a certain India bug, called by
the
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the Spanlanls, a cacarootch, the which creeping into cherts they eat and defile with their

ill-fcented dung : aifo the little ants in fummer time are fo troublefome they are forced

to dry their figs upon high frames, and anoint their feet with tar, wherein they flick,

elfe they would fpoil them all ere they could be dried : worms in the earth alio there /

are, but too many, fo that to keep them from deftroying their corn and tobacco, they

are forced to worm them every morning, which is a great labour, elfe all would be

deftroyed. Lizards there were many and very large, but now none ; and it is'faid they

were deftroyed by the cat. Certain fpiders alfo of very large fize are found hanging

upon trees, buc inflead of being any way dangerous as in other places, they are here of

a moft pleafing afpefl;, all over drell as it were with filver, gold, and pearl, and their

webs in the fummer woven from tree to tree, are generally a perfect raw filk, and that

as well in regard of fubftance as colour, and fo ftrong withal, that divers birds bigger

than black-birds, being like fnipes, are often taken and fnared ia them as a net : then,

what would the filk-worm do were flie there to feed upon the continual green

mulberry ?

But above all the reft of the elements, the fca is found mod abundantly liberal

:

hence have they as much excellent fifli, and as much variety as need be defired. The
moll of which being unknown to our northern parts, .got there new names, either for

their fhapes or conditions ; as the large rock-fifh from his like hue, and haunting

amongft the rocks ; the fat hog-fifli from his fwine-like (hape and fnout, for this is

not the old known hog-fifh with bruflels on his back ; the delicate amber-fifli from his

tafle and fmell, angel-filh, cony-fifh, tlie fmall yellow tail from that natural painting ;

the great grouper from his odd and ftrange grunting, fome of them yet known to the

Americans, as the purgoofe, the cavallo, the gar-fi(h, flying-fifli and morerays : the

reft are common to other continents ; as the whale in great numbers, the fhark, the

pilot-filh, the fea-bream, the oyfler and lobfter, with divers others ; twenty tortoifes

have been taken in a day, and fome of them will afford half a bufliel of eggs, and

fuflice to feed forty men at a meal. And thus have you briefly epitomized mother

Nature's benefits to this little, yet dainty, fpot of earth, neither were it ingenuity to

conceal wherein flie inclineth to the flepdame, efpecially fince the 'particulars are fo

few, as rather requifite antidotes againft idlenefs to roule up induftry, than any great

caufe of much dillafte, much lefs defpair ; and of thofe, to fpeak truth, there are only

two, viz. the winds, and the worms, efpecially in the fpring and autumn ; and thus

conditioned as yet vie will let reft thcfc fmall iflands, in the midft of this mighty and

main ocean, fo environed on every fide by infinite numbers of uncertain fcattcred

recks, lying fliallowly hid under the furRice of the water, a league, two, three, four,

or five, to lea, to the which advantages add-^d by art, as hereafter you Ihall hear at large,

and find dcfcribcd in the map. It may well be concluded to be the moft impregnable

place in the world, and although the amber-gris, pearls, nor tobacco ; are of that

quantity and certainty to be relied upon to gain wealth, yet by pradice and experience

they find, by filk, fallron, indigo, madar, fugar-canes, wine, oil, . and fuch like, great

profit may be expected : yet were thofe hopelefs in regard of their convcniency to

nourifti and maintain thcmfclves and relieve them fliall vifit them with wood, water,

and other neccflaries ; befides what an eye-fore they are already become to them that

have them not, and how dear and precious to them that have them, I think none

will deny but they are well worth the keeping : and fo we will proceed to the acci-

dents that befell the firft finders : alfo the proceedings of the firft planters and their

fucceflbrs, Mr. Norrod, Thomas Sparkes, and divers others.

A brief
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A brief Relation ofthe Shipwreck ofHenry May.

HOW thefe iflcs came by the name of Bermudas, or the infinite number of black

hogs, or fo fearful to the world, that many called them the Ifle of Devils, that all men
did (Inm as hell and perdition ; I will not expoftulate, nor trouble your patience with

thofe uncertain antiquities further than thus; our men found divers croffes, pieces of

Spanifh monies here and there. Two or three wrecks alfo they found by certain

infcriptions to be fome Spanifli, fome Dutch, fome French; but the greatefl rumour is,

that a Spaniih fliip, called Bermudas, was there caft away, carrying hogs to the "Weft

Indies, that fwam alhore, and there increafed : how the Spaniards efcaped is uncertain ;

but they fay, from that fliip thofe ifles were firft called Bermudas, which till then for fix

thoufand years had been namelefs.

But the firft Englifliman that was ever in them was one Henry May, a worthy

mariner that went with Captain Lancafter to the Eaft Indies 1591 ; and in their return

by the Weft Indies, being in fome diftrefs, fent this Henry May for England by one

Monfieur de la Barbotier, to acquaint the merchants with their eftate. The laft of

November, faith May, we departed from Laguna in Hifpaniola, and the 1 7th of De-
cember following we were caft away upon the north-weft of the Bermudas ; the

pilots about noon made themfelves fouthwards of the ifles twelve leagues, and demand-
ed of the captain their wine of hight as out of all danger, which they had ; but it

feems they were either drunk, or carelefsof their charge, for through their negligence

a number of good nven were caft away. I being but a ftranger amongft fifty and odd
Frenchmen, it pleafed God to appoint me to be one of thofe fhould be faved. In this

extremity we made a raft, which we towed with our boat ; there were but fix-and-

twenty of us faved ; and I feeing fcarce room for the one half, durft not pafs in amongft

them till the captahi called me along with him, leaving the better half to the fea's

mercy : that day we rowed till within two hours of night ere we could land, being

near dead with thirft, every man took his way to feek frefli water ; at length, by
fearching amongft many weeds, we found fome rain water ; but in the main are many
fair bays, where we had enough for digging.

Now it pleafed God before our fliip fplit we faved our carpenter's tools, fome nails,

fails, and tackiings, wherewith we went roundly to v/ork, and built a bark of eighty

tons : inftead of pitch, we made lime, mixed with tortoife oil, and as the carpenters

caulked her, I and another paid the feams with this plafter, which being in April, became
quickly dry, and as hartl as a ftone.

In April it was fo hot we feared our water would fail, two great chefts we made,
which we caulked as our .'hip ; thofe we ftovved on each fide our main-maft, filled them
with, water and thirty \\\^ tortoifes ; we found many hogs, but fo lean we could not eat

them ; the tops of the nalmetaberries was our bread, and the juice we got out of the

trees we cut down our drink, and of the leaves, which are more than an ell long, we
covered our cabins, and made our beds, and found many of thofe provifions as is re-

lated, but little foul weat^her. The eleventh of May it pleafed God to fet us clear of
the ifle, after we had lived there five months ; and the 20th we fell in with Capa
Breton, near Newfoundland, where refrefliing ourfelves with wood and water, and
fuch things as we could get of the favages, it feemed a good country ; but we ftaid not

paft four hours before we fet fail for the banks of Newfoundland, whei-e we met many
ihips, but not any would take in a man of us, until it pleafed God we met a bark of

Falmouth, which received us for a little time, and with her we took a French fliip,

wherein
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wherein 1 left Captain de la Barbotier, my dear friend, and all his company, and in

Augult arrived at Falmouth, in this honeft Englifli bark, 1594.

Written by me Henry May.

The Jirjl Englijl} Ship known to haveheen cqft away upon the Bermudas 1609. from the

Relation of Mr. jfordan, Mr. John Evans, Mr. Henry Shelly, and divers others.

YOU have heard that when Captain Smith was governor of Vii-ginia, there were
nine fliips fent with Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Somers, and Captain Newport
with five hundred people, to take in the old commiflion, and reftify a new govern-

ment ; they fet fail in May, and in the height of thirty degrees of northerly latitude,

they were taken with an extreme florm, or rather a part of hericano, upon the five-

and-twentieth of July, which, as they write, did not only feparate them from the fleet,

but with the violent working of thefeas, their fhip became fo fliaken, torn, and leaky,

fhe received fo much water as covered two tier of hogflieads above the ballafl;, that they

flood up to the middles with buckets, baricos, and kettles, to bail out the water.

Thus bailing and pumping three days and three nights without intermiffion, and yet

the water feemed rather to encreafe than diminifli, inibmuch that being all utterly fpent

with labour, were even refolved without any hope to fhut up the hatches, and commit
themfelves to the mercy of the fea, which is faid to be mercilefs, or rather to the mercy
of Almighty God, whofe mercy far exceeds all his works ; feeing no fenfe or hope in

man's apprehenfion, but prefently to fink ; fome having fome good and comfortable

waters, fetched them, and drank one to another, as taking their lafi; leaves until a more
happy and a more joyful meeting in a more bleffed world, when it pleafed God out of

his mofl: gracious and merciful providence, fo to direft and guide their fhip for her
moft advantage.

That Sir George Somers all this time fitting upon the poop, fcarce taking leifure to

eat nor fleep, coving the fliip to keep her as upright as he could, otherwife flie mull
long ere that needs have foundered, moft wiftiedly and happily defcried land ; where-
upon he moft comfortably encouraged them to follow their work, many of them being

faft afleep : this unlooked-for welcome news, as if it had been a voice from Heaven,
hurried them all above hatches, to look for that they durft fcarce believe, fo that im-

providently forfaking that talk which imported no lefs than their lives, they gave fo

dangerous advantage to their greedy enemy the fait water, which ftill entered at the

large breaches of their poor wooden caftle, as that in gaping after life, they had well-

nigh fwallowed their death. Surely it is impofiible any fliould now be urged to do his

bert, and although they knew it, that place all men did fo fhun, yet they fpread all the

fail they could to attain them : for not long it was before they ftruck upon a rock, till

a furge of the fea caft her from thence, and fo from one to another, till moft luckily

at laft fo upright betwixt two, as if flic had been in the ftocks, till this they expected
but every blow a death ; but now behold, fuddenly the wind gives place to a calm, and
the billows, which each by overtaking her, would in an inftant have fliivered her in

pieces, become peaceable and ftill, fo that with all conveniency and eafe, they un-
Ihippcd all their goods, victuals, and perfons into their boats, and with extreme joy,

even almoft to amazcdncfs, arrived in falety, though more than a league from the

fhore, without the lofs of a man
;

yet were they in all one hundred and fifty
; yet

their deliverance was not more ftrange in falling fo happily upon the land, as their feeding

and prcfervation was beyond their hopes ; for you have heard, it hath been to the

9 Spaniards
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Sprinlai'tis more fearful than an Utopian purgatory, and to all feamen no lefs terrible

tlian an cnchantod ilen of furies and devils, the mod dangerous, unlortunate, and
forlorn place in the world, and they found it the richelt, hcahhfuUell:, and pltafantelt

they ever faw, as is formerly faid.

Being thus fafe on fliore, they difpofed themfelves to fearch tho ifles for food and
water ; orhers to get afhore what they could from the fliip : not long Sir George
wandered but found fuch a fifliing, that in half an hour, with a hook and line, he
took fo many asfuiliccd the whole company ; in fome places they were fo thick in the-:

coves, and fo great, they durft not go in left they fliould bite them; and thcferock-fifh

are fo great that two will load a man, and fatter nor better fifli cannot be. Mr. Shelly

found a bay near a quarter of a mile over, fo full of mullets, as none of them before

had ever feen or heard of the like. The next day fecking to kill them with fis-gigs,

they ih'uck fo many, the water in mAny places was red with blood, yet caught not one,

but wiih a net they caught fo many as they could draw aOiore, with infinite, number of
pilchards and divers other forts ;

great craw-filhes, in a night by making a fire, they

have taken in great quantity. Sir George had twice his hook and line broke out of his

hand, but the third time he made it fo ftrong he caught the fame fifh, which had pulled

him into the fea, had not his men got hold of him, whereby he had his three hooks again

which were found in her belly. At their hrlt hunting for hogs they found fuch abun-
dance, theykilledthirty-two; andthishuntingandhlhingwas appointed to Captain Robert
Walfingham and Mr. Henry Shelly, for the company in general ; they report they

killed at leall five-hundred, befides pigs, and many that were killed by divers others
;

for the birds in their feafons, the facility to make their cabins of palmeta leaves, caufed

many of them utterly forget or defire ever to return from thence, they lived in fuch

plenty, peace and eaie.
,

But let us remember how the knights began to refolve in thofe defperate affairs:

many projetls they had, but at laft it was concluded to deck their long-boat with their

fliip-hatches ; which done, with all expedition they fent Mr. Raven, a very futficient

mariner, with eight more in her, to Virginia, to have fiiipping from thence to fetch

them away ; three weeks or a n\onth they expecfled her return, but to this day (he

was never more heard of : all this time was fpent in fearching the ifles. New, although

God ftill fed them with this abundance of plenty, yet fuch was the malice of envy or
ambition, for all this good fervice done by Summers, fuch a great difference fell

amongft their commanders, that they lived afunder in this diftrefs, rather as mere
ftrangers than diftreffed friends. But neceffity fo commanded

;
patience had the

vidory.

Two fliips at this time by thofe feveral parties were building ; in the mean time
two children were born ; the boy was called Bermudas ; the girl Bermuda, and amongft
all thofe forrows they had a merry Engliih marriage. The form of thofe ifles you
may fee at large in the map of Mr. Norwood, where you may plainly fee no place

known hath better walls, nor a broader ditch. But having finiflied and rigged their

two new cedar fliips with fuch provifions they faved from the Sea-adventurer, they left

amongft the rocks, they called the one the Patience, the other the Dehverance : they
ufed lime and oil, as May did, for pitch and tar. Sir George Summers had in his bark
no iron at all, but one bolt in her keel. Now having made their provifions of victuals,

and all things ready, they fet fail the 10th of May 1610, only leaving two men behind
them, called Chriftopher Carter and Edward Waters, that for their offences, or the
fufpicion they had of their judgment, fled into the woods, and there rather defired to

end their days, than ftand to their trials and the event of juftice } for one of their
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conforts was fhot to death, and Waters being tied to a tree, alfo to be executed, had
by chance a knife about him, and fo fecretly cut the rope, he ran into the woods,
where they could not find him. There were two favages alfo fent from Virginia by
Captain Smith, the one called Namuntack, the other Matchumps ; but fome fuch
differences fell between them, that Matchumps flew Namuntack, and having made a

hole to bury him, becaufe it was too fhort, he cut oft' his legs and laid them by him ;

which murder he concealed till he was in Virginia.

The 24th of the fame month they arrived in Virginia, at James Town, where they

found but threefcore perfons, as you may read at large in the Hiflory of Virginia, of the

five hundred left by Captain Smith ; alfo of the arrival of Lord La Ware, that met them
thus bound for England, returned them back, and underftanding what plenty there

was of hogs and other good things in the Bermudas, was defirous to fend thither to

fupply his neceffary occafions ; whereupon Sir George Summers, the beft acquainted

with the place, whofe noble mind ever regarded a general good more than his own
ends, though above threefcore years of age, and had means in England fuitable to

liis rank, offered himfelf, by God's help, to perform this dangerous voyage again for the

Bermudas, which was kindly accepted ; fo upon the 1 9th of June he embarked in his

cedar fhip, about the burthen of thirty tons, and fo fet fail.

Much foul and crofs weather he had, and was foi-ced to the north parts of Virginia,

where refrefhing himfelf upon this unknown coaft, he could not be diverted from the

fearch of the Bermudas, where at lafl, with his company, he fafely arrived. But fuch

was his diligence with his extraordinary care, pains, and induftry to difpatch his bufi-

nefs, and the ftrength of his body not anfwering the ever-memorable courage of his

mind, having lived fo long in fuch honourable fervices, the moil part of his well-

beloved and virtuous life, God and nature here determined fhould ever remain a per-

petual memory of his much-bewailed forrow for his death. Finding his time but fhort,

after he had taken the beft courfe he could to fettle his eftate, like a valiant captain, he
exhorted them with all diligence to be conftant to thofe plantations, and with all expe-

dition to return to Virginia. In that very place which we now call Saint George's

Town, this noble knight died, whereof the place taketh the name. But his men, as"

men amazed, feeing the death of him who was even as the life of them all, embalmed his

body, and fet fail for England, being the firfl that ever went to feek thofe illands, which
have been ever fince called Summer's Ifles, in honour of his worthy memory, leaving

three men behind them, that voluntarily ftaid, whofe names were Chriftopher Carter,

Edward Waters, there formerly left, as is faid, and Edward Chard. This cedar fliip

at laft, with his dead body, arrived at Whitchurch in Dorfetfhire, where, by his friends,

he was honourably buried, with many voUies of fhot, and the rites of a foldier, and
upon his tomb was beftowed this epitaph :

Hei mihi Virginia quod tarn cito prscterit xftas,

Autumnus fequitur, fxviet inde & hicms ;

At ver pcrpetuum nafcetur, & Anglia la;ta,

Deccrpit ilores florida terra tuas.

In Englifh thus

:

Alas, Virginia's fummer fo foon pad,

Autumn fucceedsand ilormy winter's blaft,

Ytt England's joy fnl fpring with joyful ftiowerj,

O Florida, (hall bring thy fweetell flowers.

The honour of this refolution belongs principally to Carter, for through his Impor-

tunity not to leave fuch a place abandoned, Chard and Waters were moved to ftay

with
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with him, and the reft promifeJ, with all the fpeed they could, again to revlfit them.
But the ftiip once out of fight, thofe three lords, the fole inhabitants of all thofe

iflands, began to creel their little commonwealth for a while with brotherly regency,

repairing the ground, planting corn and fuch feeds and fruits as they had, building a

houfe, &c. 'Ihen making privy fearch amongfl the crevices and corners of thofe

craggy rocks, what this main ocean fince the world's creation had thrown amongfl
them, at laft they chanced upon the greateft piece of ambergris that was ever (een or

heard of in one lump, being in weight fourfcore pounds, befides divers other fmall

pieces.

But now being rich, they grew fo proud and ambitious, contempt took fuch place,

they fell out for fuperiority, though but three forlorn men, more than three thoufand

miles from their native country, and but fmall hope ever to fee it again, Notwithftand-

ing, they fometimes fell from words to blows about mere trifles ; in one of which fights

one of them was bitten by his own dog, as if the dumb beafl would reprove them of

their folly : at laft Chard and Waters, the two greater fpirits, muft try it out in the

field ; but Carter wifely ftole away their weapons, aftefting rather to live among his

enemies, than by being rid of them live alone : and thus thofe miferable men lived

full two years, fo that all their clothes were near worn clean from their backs, and their

hopes of any foreign relief as naked as their bodies. At laft they began to recover their

wits, yet in a faftiion perhaps would have coft them dearer than when they were mad;
for concluding a tripartite peace of their Matachin war, they refolved to frame as

good a boat as they could, and therein to make a defperate attempt for Virginia, or
Newfoundland ; but no fooner were they entered into that refolution, but they defcried

a fail ftanding in for the fhore, though they neither knew what ftie was, nor what flie

would, they were fo overjoyed, with all poffible fpeed they went to meet her, and ac-

cording to their hearts' defire ftie proved an Englifhman, whom they fafely conduced
into their harbour.

Now you are to underftand, that Captain Matthew Summers, nephew and heir to Sir

George, that returned with his dead body, though both he and his company did their

utmoft in relating all thofe paftages to their countrymen and adventurers, their rela-

tions were believed but as travellers' tales, till it came to be apprehended by fome
of the Virginia Company how beneficial it might be, and helpful to the plantation in

Virginia, fo that fome one hundred and twenty of them bought the pretended right of

all the Company, and had fent this fhip to make a trial ; but firft they had obtained

letters patents of the King's moft Excellent Majefty. Sir Thomas Smith was eleded
treafurer and governor hei-e, and Mr. Richard More to be governor of the ifles and
colony there.

The firjl heginning of a Colony in the Summer IJles, under the command of Mr. Richard
Aloi-e, extracted out of a Plot of Mr. Richard Norwood, Surveyor, and the Relation of
divers others.

MR. MORE thus finding thofe three men not only well and lufty, but well ftored

with divers forts of provifions, as an acre of corn ready to be gathered, numbers of
pumpeons and Indian beans, many tortoifes ready taken., good ftore of hogs' flcOi lalted,

and made in flitches of bacon, were very good j and fo prefently landed his goods and
fixty perfons towards the beginning of July 1612, upon the fouth fide of Smith's Ifle.

Not long after his arrival. More having fome private intelligence of this ambergris,

took firft Chard in examination, he being one of the three the moft maftcrful fj)irit,

AA a what
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what ambergris, pearls, treafure, or other commodities they had found. Chard no

lefs witty than refolute, direftly anfwered, not any thing at all but the fruits oF the

ifle, what his fellows had done he knew not, but if they had, he doubted not but to

find it out, and then he fhould know It certainly. This he fpoke only to win time to

fwear his conforts to fecrecy, and he would find the means how they IhoulJ all return

in that Ihip with it all for England, otherwife they fliould be deceived of all. Till

this was effefted they thought every hour an age; now for the better conveyance of

it aboard, they acquainted it to Captain Davis, mailer of the fhip, and one Mr. Edwin

Kendall, that for their fecrecy and tranfportation fliould participate with them : without

further ceremony the match was accepted, and ablblutely concluded, the plot laid,

time and place fet down to have it aboard. But Carter, were it for fear the governor

at laft fhould know of it, to whom fo often they had denied it, or that the reft fhould

deceive him, is uncertain, but moft certain it is, he revealed all the plot to Mr. More :

to get fo much wealth he knew would pleafe them in England, though it did difpleafe

all his company, and to lofe fuch a prize he would not for hazarding a mutiny. So

firft he revealed himfelf to Kendall in fair terms, reproving his diflionefty ; but not

being anfwered according to his expectation, he committed both Chard and him to

prifon. The next Sabbath-day Davis coming on fhore. More alfo taxed with very

hard language and many threats, to lay him faft alfo if he mended not his manners
;

Davis for the prefent replied little, but went with him to the place of prayer, but in

the midfl of divine fervice he goeth away, commanding all his feamen to follow him

prefently aboard, where he encourageth them to itand to him like men, and he would

free the priloners, have all the ambergris for themfelves, and fo be gone.

The governor hearing of this refolution, prepares with his company to repulfe force

with force, fo that a general expeftance of a civil uncivil war pofTelTed every man ;

but this threatening guft paffed over more calmly than was expected, for Davis

having better advifed with himfelf, repented his rafhnefs, and defired a reconcilement

with the governor. Peace thus concluded, Kendall was fet at liberty, but Chard was

condemned, and upon the ladder to be hanged for his obflinacy
;
yet upon better coni

. fideration. More reprieved him, but kept him a prifoner all the time he ftaid in the

country, which was generally thought a very bad reward for his great defert, and that

there was more of this ambergris embezzled than would have contented all the finders,

that never had any confideration at all. The greatefl part though More thus recovered,

yet Davis and Kendall had fo much, either by the ignorance or connivency of the

governtirs, that arriving in England, they prepared themfelves for a new voyage; at

laft they two falling out, the company having notice thereof, fo tormented them both,

they gave over their voyage, and durlt not be feen a long time after.

The governor, thus rid of the fhip and thofe difcontents, removed his feat from

Smith's Ifle to Saint George's, after he had fitted up fome fmall cabins of palmata

leaves for his wife and family, in that valley where now ilauds their prime town called

Saint George's, he began to apply himfelf to fortify the country, ami training his men

in the exercifc of arms ; for although he was but a carpenter, he was an excellent

artifl, a good gunner, very witty and induflrious: he built and Kiid the fonndation of

«M^ht or nine forts, called the King's Caftle, Charles Fort, Pembroke's Eort, Smith's

Fort, Pagit's Fort, Gate's Fort, Warwick's Caflle, Saint Katharine's Fort, ;?cc. mounting

in them all the ordnance he had, preparing the ground to build houfes, plant corn,

and fuch fruits as they had.

Being thus bufied, and as the ncceffity of the time required, keeping his men fon>e-

what hard at work, Mr. Keath his minifler, were it by the fecret provocation of fome

8 drones
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drones that grew weary of their ta{ks, or his afFeftion to popuhirlty is not certain, but
he begins to tax the governor in the pulpit, he did grind tlie faces of the poor,
opprefling his Chriflian brethren with Pharoah's taxes. More finding this in fhort

time might breed ill blood, called the company together and alfo the minifter, urging
them plainly to tell him wherein he had deferved thofe hard accufations: whereupon,
with an univerfal cry they afiinncd the contrary, fo that Keath down of his knees to

afk him forgivenefs. But Mr. More kindly took him up, willing him to kneel to

God, and hereafter be more modell and charitable in his fpeeches ; notwith (landing

two other difcontcnts fo upbraided More with that doflrine, and flood to maintain it,

he impannellcd a jury, with a great deal of feeming much ado he would hang them
being condemned, one of them with the very fear fell into a dead palfy ; fo that the

other was fet at liberty, and proved after a very good labourer.

Many conclufions he tried about the Sea-Venture, the wreck of Sir George Summers,
but he got only for his pains but two pieces of ordnance. Having framed a church of
timber, it was blown down by a tempeft, fo that he built another in a more clofe place

with palmeta leaves.

Before this year was expired, the adventurers fent them an advifo with thirty paf-

fengers and good provifions, to prepare with all expedition for their defence againft

the Spaniard, whom, they underftood, ere long would vifit them : this occafioned him
to keep all his men together in that ifle fo hard at work, that wanting liberty to go
abroad for food, living only on that they had, and expeded daily to receive from
England, they were fo overtoiled, many fell fick, but none died. Very earned this

ih'ip was to have all the ambergris, which Mr. More perceiving, was the chiefeft caufe

of their coming, and that it was the only loadftone to draw from England ftill more
fupplics ; for all the exprefs command fent from the company, he returned this fhip

but with the one-third part ; fo from thence Cne went to Virginia, and not long after

arrived fafely in England.

But before her return the company fent the Martha with fixty paflengers more ;

they arrived in June with one Mr. Bartlet to furvey the ifland, and the eflate of the

colony, with exprefs command for all the ambergris, but More perceiving him not

as he would have him, and that the company began to miilruft him, would fend no
more but another third part, wherewith they returned, leaving a Frenchman to make
triiii of the mulberries for filk, but he did not bring any thing to pcrfe£lion, excufing

hinifelf, they were not the right mulberries he expetted. About this time they were

,

in hope of a fmall crop of tobacco, but it was molt fpoiled for want of knowledge to

ufe ir. Now in England Mr. More became amongd the merchants marvellous didafle-

ful, for the detaining fo long the ambergris, which delays they fo much abhorred,

they forthv^ith difpatched the Elizabeth the fecond time and forty paflengers, much
rebuking More tor fo long detaining the ambergris, for the which, having now no
more colourable excufes, he delivered it, wherewith the Ihip went to Virginia, and
th'jnce home. In this fliip was brought the fird potatoe roots, whicti flouridied

exceedingly for a time, till by negligence they were almod lod (all but two cad-away
roots) that fo wonderfully have increafed, they are a main relief to all the inhabi-

tujits. This (hip was not long gone but there came two Spanilli fliips, founding with

their boat, which attempted to conic in, but from tiie King's Callle Mr. More made
but two (liot, which caufed them prelently depart. Mark here the handy work of the

Divine Providence, for they had but three quarters of a barrel of powder and but one
ihot more, and the powder by careltirr.efs was tumbled down under the muzzles of

the two pieces, were difcharged, yet not touched with dre when they were dlfchargcd.,

'ihis
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This fear thus paR, appears another much worfe, which was the extremity of famine^

In this extremity God fent Captain Daniel Elfrid with a carvel of meal which a little

reUeved them, but brought with all fo many rats, that within two years after near

ruined all ; now though Elfrid had deceived his friend Fiflier of this carvel in the Weft

Indies, they revenged Fifher's injury, for Elfrid had his palTage for England, and they

made ufe of all he had. Some two months after, came in the Blefling, with an hundred

paflengers ; and two days after the Starre, with a hundred and fourfcore more, amongft

which were many gentlemen, as Mr. Lower for marflial, Mr. Barret, Mr. Felgate, and

divers others ; but vei"y unproper for what they undertook. Within fourteen days

after came in the Margaret and two frigates, and in them one hundred and threefcore

paflengers ; alfo Mr. Bartlet came now exprefsly to divide the country into tribes,

and the tribes into fhares. But Mr. More finding no mention made of any part for

himfelf nor all them with him, as he was promifed in England, by no means would

admit of any divifion, nor fuifer his men from finifhing their fortifications, which was fo

necelTary, it was his main ambition to fee that accomplillied ; but fuch unkindnefs grew

betwixt this Mr. Bartlet and the governor, that the rude multitude with all the

difdain they could devife caufed Bartlet's return for England as he came. About

this time William Millington was drawn into the fea by a fifli, but never after ever feen.

The negleft of this divifion was very hardly conceited in England, fo that Mr. More,

grew more and more in diflike with the company ; notwithftanding he followed the

building of thefe forts fo earneftly, neglecting planting of corn, till their ftore was near

all confumed, whereby they became fo feeble and weak, fome would not, others could

not go abroad to feek relief, but ftarved in their houfes, and many that went abroad,

through weaknefs were fubjedl to be fuddenly furprifed with a difeafe called feagues j

which was neither pain nor ficknefs, but as it were the highefl degree of weaknefs,

depriving them of power and ability from the execution ofany bodily exercifes, whether

it were working, walking, or what elfe ; being thus taken, if any prefently gave them

food, many times they ftraight recovered, yet fome after a little reft, would be able to

walk, but if they found not prefent fuccour, died.

About this time or immediately before, came in a company of ravens, which con-

tinned amongft them all the time of this mortality, and then departed, which for any

thing known, neither before nor fince were ever feen or heard of : this with divers other

reafons, caufed Mr. More to go out to fea, to fee if he could difcover any other

iflands, but he went not far ere ill weather forced him back ; and it were a noble

adventure of him would undertake to make more perfedt, all the dangers are about the

Summer Ifles.

Thus famine and mifery caufed Governor More to leave all his works, and fend them

abroad to get what they could ; one hundred and fifty of the moft weak and fick he fent

to Couper's Ifle, where were fuch infinite numbers of the birds called cahovves, which

were fo fearlefs they might take fo many as they would, and that admired abundance of

fifh, that the extremity of their gluttony was fuch, thofe heavenly bleffings they fo

confumed and wafted by carelefnefs and furfeiting, many of them died upon thofo filly

birds that offered themfelves to the flaughter, which the governor underftanding, caufed

them for change of air to be removed to Port Royal, and a company of fifhers with a

boat to relieve them with fifh, but the gang grew fo lazy the poor weaklings ftill died;

they that remained killed ,the cattle they found in the ifle, feigning the heat caufed them

to run into the fea and fo were drowned ; fo that the governor fent again for them

home, but fome obtained leave ftill to live abroad ; one amongft the reft hid himfelf in

the woods, and lived only on wilks and land-crabs, fat and lufty many months, but moft

9 of
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of them being at Saint George's, ordinarily was taken one hundred and fifty or two

hundred great fiflies daily for their food ; for want of hooks and lines, the finith made
hooks of old fwords, and lines of old ropes, but finding all thofe poor engines alfo decay,

they fent one of the two frigates lafl left with them for England, to tell them of tliis

mifery. All which was now attributed to Mr. More's perveri'enefs, who at firfl when he

got the ambergris had not fuch a general appiaufc, but now all the worfl could

poflibly be fuggefled was too good for him
;

yet not knowing for the prefent how to

fend a better, they let him continue dill, though his time was near expired, and with

all fpeed fent the Welcome fraught with provifion, where fhe well arrived, and proved

herfelf as welcome in deed as in name ; for all thofe extremities, Mr. Lewes Hues
writeth, not one of all of thofe threefcore that firfl began this plantation was dead, which
fhews it was not impolTible, but indultry might have prevented a great part of the others

lluggifh careleffiiefs.

This Ihip much refrelhed this miferable colony, but Mr. More feeing they fent not for

him, his time being now expired, underflanding how badly they reputed him in England,

and that his employment now was more for their own ends than any good for himfelf,

refolved diredly to return with his Ihip. Having fettled all things in the befl order he
could, left the governor to the charge of the council of fix, to fucceed each other

monthly, till they had further directions from England ; whofe names were Captain

Miles Kendall, Captain John Mansfield, Thomas Knight, Charles Caldycot, Edward
Waters, and Chriftopher Carter, with twelve others, for their afliftances. More thus

taking leave of thofe iflands, arrived in England ; much wrangling they had, but at

laft they confirmed him, according to promife, eight fhares of land j and fo he was dif-

mifTed of his charge, with fliew of favour, and much friendlhip.

The rule ofthefix Governors.

THE firfl thing they did was calling of lots, who fhould rule firfl ; which lot lighted

upon Mr. Caldicot. This lafl fupply fomewhat abated the extremity of their miferies,

and the better in that their fortifications being finifhed, they had the more leifure to go
abroad with that means was brought to that purpofe to fifh. Chard, as you have heard,

whom all this while More had kept prifoner, they fet at liberty : now by reafon of their

former miferies, little or nothing could be done
;

yet this governor having thus con-

cluded his month, and prepared a frigate and two-and-thirty men, he embarked himfelf

with two other of his fellow counfellors ; namely. Knight and Waters, for the Weft
Indies, to get fruits and plants, goats, young cattle, and fuch like. But this poor

velTcl, whether through ill weather, or want of mariners, or both, inftead of the Indies

•fell with the Canaries, where taking a poor Portugal, the which they manned with ten

of their own people, as foon after feparated from her in a llorm, and the next day was

taken by a French pickaroon, fo that the frigate out of hope of her prize, makes a

fecond time for the Weft Indies, where flie no fooner arrived, but foundered in the fea j

but the men in their boat recovered a defolate ifle, where after fome few months ftay,

an Englifh pirate took them in, and fome of them at laft got for England, and fome few

years after returned to the Summer Ifles.

Captain John Mansfield's month.

THE frigate thus gone. Captain Mansfield fucceeded. Then was contrived a petl-

tion, as from the generality, unto the triumvirate governors, wherein they fupplicated^

that
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that by no means they (hould refign the government to any (hould come from England,

upon what terms foever, until fix months after the return of their (hip fent to the Weft
Indies ; about this unwarrantable aftion Mr. Lewes Hues, their preacher, was fo vio-

lent in fupprefling it, that fuch difcontents grew betwixt the governors and him, and
divifions among the company, he was arraigned, condemned, and imprifoned, but not

long detained before releafed. Then the matter fell fo hotly again to be difputed

,
betwixt him and one Mr. Keith, a Scotchman, that profeffed fcholarlhip, that made
all the people in a great combuftion : much ado there was, till at laft, as they fate in

the church, and ready to proceed to judiciary courfe againrt: Mr. Hues, fuddenly fuch

an extreme gufl: of wind and weather fo rullled in the trees and church, feme cried

out, a miracle ; others, it was but an accident common in thofe ifles, but the noife

was fo terrible it diffolved the affembly ; notwithllanding, Mr. Hues was again im-

prifoned, and as fuddenly difcharged ; but thofe faftions were fo confufed, and their

relations fo variable, that fuch unneceflary circumftances were better omitted than any

more difputed.

This man's month thus ended, begins Mr. Carter's, which was altogether fpent in

qoiietnefs; and then Captain Miles Kendall had the rule, whofe month was alio as

quietly fpent as his predeceflbr's. Then Captain Mansfield begins his fecond month,

when the Ihip called the Edwin, arrived with good fupplies. About this time divers

boats going to fea were loft, and fome men drowned ; and many of the company

repaired to Mr. Hues, that there might be a council according to Mr. More's order,-

of fix governors and twelve afliftants, whereupon grew as many more fuch filly brawls

as before, which at laft concluded with as fimple a reconciliation. In the interim, hap-

pened to a certain number of private perfons asmiferable and lamentable an accident

as ever was read or heard of, and thus it was :

In the month of March, a time moft fubjed of all others to fuch tempefts, on a

Friday there went feven men in a boat of two or three tons, to fi(h. The morning being

fair, fo eager they were of their journey, fome went fafting ; neither carried they

either meat or drink with them, but a few palmeta berries, but being at their fifhing-

place fome four leagues from the fliore, fuch a tempeft arofe, they were quickly driven

from the fight of land in an overgrown fea, defpairing of all hope, only committing

themfelves to God's mercy, let the boat drive which way (lie would. On Sunday the

ftorm being fomewhat abated, they hoiftcd fail, as they thought, towards the ifland. In

the evening it grew ftark calm, fo that being too weak to ufe their oars, they lay adrift

that night. The next morning Andrew Hilliard, for now all his companions were

paft ftrength either to help him or themfelves, before a fmall gale of wind fpread his

fail again. On Tuefday one died, whom they threw overboard. On Wednefday

three, and on Thurfday at night the fixth. All thefe but the laft were buried by

Hilliard in the fea, for fo weak he was grown he could not turn him over as the reft,

whereupon he ftrippcd him, ripping his belly with his knife, throwing his bowels into

the water, he fpread his body abroad tilted open with a ftick, and fo let it lie as a

ciftern to receive fome lucky rain water, and this God fent him prefently after, fo that

in one fmall fliowcr he recovered about four fpoonfuls of rain-water to his unfpeakable

refreftiment ; he alfo preferved near half a pint of blood in a ftioe, which he did fpar-

ingly drink of to moift his mouth : two feveral days he fed on his tlelh, to the quantity

of a pound ; on the eleventh day from his lofing the fight of land, two flying fifties

fell in his boat, whofe warm juicy blood he fucked to his great comfort. But within an

hour after, to his greater comfort, you will not doubt, he once again defcricd the land,

and within four hours after was call upon a rock near to Port Royal, where his boat

was
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was prefently fplit in pieces, but himfelf, though extremely weak, made fhift to clamber

up fo fteep and high a rock, as would have troubled the ableft man in the ifle to have

done that by day he did by night.

Being thus aftride on a rock, the tumbling fea had gotten fuch poflelTion in his

brains, that a good while it was before his giddy head would fufFer him to venture upon
tlie forfaking it : towards the morning he crawls afliorc, and then to his accomplifhed

joy he difcerns where he is, and travels half a day without any refreftiinent than watei",

whereof wifely and temperately he flinted himfelf, otherwife certainly he had drunk his

laft. In which cafe he attains a friend's houfe, where at the firft they took him for a

ghofl, but at laft acknowledged and received him witii joy, his ftory (after fome hours

of recovery of ftrength to tell it) heard cut with admiration. He was not long after

conveyed to the town, where he received his former health, and was living in the year

1622.

The nest news that happened in this time of eafe, was, that a merry fellow

havin? found fome few dollars aQ;ain(l the Flemifli wreck, the bruit went current the

treafure was found, and they all made men. Much ado there was to prevent the pur-

loining of it, before they had it ; where after they had tired themfelves with fearch-

ing, that they found amounted not to above twenty pounds fterling, which is not unlike

but to be the remainder of fome greater ftore, walked from fome wreck not far from
the fliore.

The company by the Edwin receiving news of the revels were kept in Summer Ifles,

refolved to make choice of a new governor, called Mr. Daniel Tucker, that a long

time had been a planter in Virginia in the government of Captain Smith. All things

being furniflied for his voyage, he fet fail in the George, conforted with the Edwin,
with many paflengers, which being difcovered by them in thofe ifles, they fuppofed

them the frigate fent to the Weft Indies ; but when they underilood what they were,

much preparation they made to refifl the new governor. Many great oftentations

appeared on both fides, but when the quondam governor did fee his men for moft part

forfake him, all was very well and quietly compounded, and with much kindnefs

received and welcomed afliore, where his commiflion was no fooner read, than they

accepted and acknowledged him for their governor.

The Government of Captain Daniel Tucker.

ABOUT the midft of May arrived this governor, where finding the inhabitants

both abhorring all exacted labour, as alfo in a manner difdaining and grudging much
to be commanded by him, it could not but paflionate any man living. But at laft,

according to the Virginia order, he fet every one was witn him at Saint Georges, to

his talk, to clear grounds, fell trees, fet corn, fquare timber, plant vines and other

fruits brought out of England. Thefe by their talk-mafters by break of day repaired to

the wharf, from thence to be employed to the place of their employment, till nine of

the clock, and then in the afternoon from three till fun-fet. Befide meat, drink, and

cloaths, they had for a time a certain kind of brafs money with a hog on the one fide,

in memory of the abundance of hogs found at their firfl: landing.

This courfe thus fquared, imitating divers orders ufed in Virginia, by Sir Thomas
Dale : he began by them to look into his inftrudtions given by the company. Where-
upon by one Mr. Richard Norwood a furveyor, fent over for that purpofe, in the time

oi Mr. Moore, he began to lay out the eight tribes in the mair, which' were to confifl

of fifty fhares to a tribe j and twenty-five acres to every fliare. He alfo began to plant
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fome colony men, on fome of the efpecial fhares. He fwore alfo certain of the chief

men of every tribe to be bailiffs thereof ; and appointed as many men as he was able for all

fupplied fhares. The goods landed in the flore-houfes he fent from thence, and

difperfed it to his workmen in general : fome boats alfo began to be built ; but the pin-

nace called the Thomas fufpefted might make an efcape, was laid up in a dock, where

ihe yet remaineth.

In the beginning of the fecond month of his government, he directed warrants to all

the bailiffs, for the holding of a general afTize at Saint Georges, and appointed

Mr. Stokes lieutenant of the King's caflle at the Gurnet's Head. The Edwin came
with him he fent to the Wefl Indies, by directions from England, to trade with the

natives for cattle, corn, plants, and other commodities. A courfe of great importance,

which had it been purfued, would certainly have produced more hopeful effeds for the

good of the colony, than all the fupplies and magazines from England hath or will in

a long time.

Prefently after her departure began the aflizes, executed by his deputy. The chief

matter handled was the hanging one John Wood, a Frenchman, for fpeaking many
diftafteful and mutinous fpeeches againll the governor, to fliew the reft by that

example the power of his authority, which after with his own hands he fo often

executed with a baftinado amongft the poorer fort ; many termed it a cruelty, not

much lefs than tyranny ; but the fequel is more than ftrange.

So it was that five of them, feeing by no means they could get palTage for England,

refolved to undergo all hazards but they would make an efcape from fuch fervitude.

The chief mariner and plotter of this bufmefs was Richard Sanders, and his con-

federates, William Goodwin, a Ihip-carpenter, Thomas Harifon, a joiner, James Barker,

a gentleman, and Henry Puet. Thefe repairing to the governor, and with pleafing

infinuations told him, if he would allow them but things necelfary, they \^ould build

him a boat of two or three tons, with a clofe deck, fhould go a-fifhing all weathers.

The governor half proud that he had brought his men to fo good a pafs, as he con-

ceived, to offer themfelves to fo neceffary a work, inftantly with all willingnefs fur-

nifhed them with all things they could defire, and many fair promifes to encourage

them to perform it with all expedition. Having made choice of a place moft fit from

moleftation, they went forward with that expedition, that in a fhort time fhe was

brought to perfection. By this time, the (hip that brought the governor being ready

tp depart, he fends a lufly gang to go fetch his new boat to carry him aboard, but

girriving at the place where fhe was built, they could hear no more of her, but Ihe was

gone the lall evening to fea, to try how fhe would fail. Much fearch and difpute was

where this boat fhould be, but at laft they found divers letters in the cabins to this

effect, diredted to the governor, and other their friends, " that their hard and bad

ufage was fo intolerable, and their hope fo fmall ever again to fee their country, or be

delivered from fuch fervitude, they did rather choofe to put themfelves to that defpe-

rate hazard to go for England, in which if they mifcarried, as it was much to be mif-

trufted, their lives and bloods fhould be required at their hands was the caufe." A
compafs dial Barker had borrowed of Mr. Hues, to whom he wrote that as he had

often perfuaded them to patience, and that God would pay them though none did, he

muit now be contented with the lofs of his dial, with his own dodrine. Such Icifure

they found to be merry when in the eye of reafon they were marching into a moft

certain ruin. The governor being thus fatisfied of their efcape, extremely threatened

them no lefs tlian a hanging, but the ftorms of the ocean they now more feared than

him
5
good provifion by bartering they had got from the fliip, where Goodwin in a.

9. bravado
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bravado, told the mariners, though he could not be permitted to go with them, yet

peradventurc he might be in I'.iigland before them ; whereat the mafter and his mate

laughed merrily. But having now been under fail three weeks, the winds fo favoured

them, they felt nothing of what they had caufe to fear : then a bluflering gale blowing

in their teeth put them to much extremity for divers days, then becoming more gentle,

away they pad profperoufly fome eight or ten days more, till meeting a French picca-

roon, of whom they defired fticcour, he, like himfelf, took from them what he liked,

leaving them not fo much as a crofs-ftaff to obferve withal, and fo call them off : their

courfe ftill they continued till their victuals began to fall to the lowelt ebb, and the very

knees of their fmall veffel were half hewed away for fire-wood. At laft to their infinite

joy they arrived in Ireland, where the Earl of Tomund honourably entertained them,

and caufcd the boat to be hung up for a monument, and well flie might, for flie had

failed more than three thoufand three hundred miles by a right line through the main

fea, without any fight of land, and I think, fince God made the world, the like naviga-

tion was never done, nor heard of. This fortunate Sanders going to the Eafl Indies,

in the rifling fome fhips there took, it was his chance to buy an old cheft for three or

four fliillings, but becaufe it wanted a key he repented his bargain, and would gladly

have fold it again for lefs : a certain time it lay toffed to and fro as a thing he little

regarded, but at laft having little to do, he broke it open, where he found a thoufand

pounds fterling, or fo much gold as bought him in England a good eflate, which
leaving with his wife he returned again to the Eafl; Indies.

The George fetting fail three days after this efcape, the governor feized and confif-

cated all that thofe fugitives left behind them. Within a week after returned the

Edwin from the Weft Indies, furnilhed with figs, pines, fugar-canes, plaintains,

papanes, and divers other plants, which were prefently replanted, and fince increafed

into greater numbers, alfo an Indian and a negro, and fo much ligna vitas as defrayed

all the charge. The governor thus bufied amongft his plants, making hedges of fig-

trees and pomegranates, and feveral divifions by palifadoes for the defence of their

guarding and keeping their cattle, for in fuch hulbandry qualities he well deferved

great commendations. The adventurers, to fupply him, lent with all fpeed they could

the Hopewell, a fmall bark, but an excellent failer, and in her one Captain Powell, an
excellent mariner, and well acquainted in the Indies, where he was to go trade, after

he had landed his paflengers in the Summer Ifles ; but in his journey at the Welfcm
Ifles meeting a Brazil-man, he liked the fugar and paflengers fo well, he manned the

carvel with his own men, and continued his courfe ; but bethinking himfelf how this

would be entertained at the Summer Ifles, he found fuch doubts, he went direflly for

the Weft Indies, to take time to refolve what to do : arriving there, he met a French
rover, one every way as cunning as himfelf, but much more treacherous. A great

league of kindnefs is foon made between them, upon confidence whereof, Powell,

and fome of the chief with him, being invited aboard him, is eafily enticed, and in

the midft of their cups both he and his company treacheroufly made prifoners, and
thus was forced to give him their prize, or hang at the yard-arm with all his com-
pany. Ha 'ing fet them afliore, away goes the Frenchman ; Powell's fliip being but

hard by, piefently fetched them all aboard, but finding his victuals near fpent, and
no hope at all to recover his prize, fet his Portuguefe on fhore, and fet fail for the

Summer Ifles ; where fafely arriving, he declared the whole palfage to the governor,

left fome other in telling might make it worfe, of which the governor feemed well

enough to approve.

B B 2 This
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This governor ftill fpent his time in good hufbandry, although forne of the fnarling

Ibrt here in England, whom nothing will pleafe, writ to him, he was titter to be a gar-

dener than a governor : fome time he fpent in digging of a great pond, but that work
proved altogether unprofitable. About that time was held the fecond aflize. The
greatefl: matter palled, was a proclamation againft the fpoil of Cahowes, but it came too

late, for they were mod deftroyed before ; a platform he caufed to be erected by Pagit's

Fort, \\ here a good fort was very neceffary. Captain Powell not having performed
his fervice in the Wert: Indies he conditioned with tiie company, is fent thither again

by this governor, and thirteen or fourteen of his bed men, furnifhed with all things

neceffary. In the mean time, the company underrtanding that in January, February, and
March, there are many whales, for which filhing they fent the Neptune, a tallfliip, well

provided with every thing fitting for that purpofe ; but before flie arrived. Captain

Tuckar, who had brought alfo with him more provifions for that employment, fent

three good fhallops to try what could be done ; but whether it was the fwiftnefs of the

whale in fwimming, or the condition of the place, certain it is, for all their labour and
hazard, they could kill none, though they ftruck many.
To begin his fecond year, he called the third aflize, where divers were punifhed as

their faults deferved : three were condemned to die ; two were reprieved, but the third

was hanged : the next day there was alfo a levy for the repairing two forts ; but that

labour took not Aich effect as was intended, for want of good direftions.

But the great God of Heaven being angry at fomewhat happened in thofe proceedingSj

caufed fuch an increafe of filly rats in the fpace of two years fo to abound, before they

regarded them, that they filled not only thofe places where they were firfl landed, but

fwimming from place to place, fpread themfelves into all parts of the country, infomuch

that there was no illand bat it was pertiered with them ; and fome fifhes have been taken

with rats in their bellies, which they caught in fwimming from ifle to ifle j their ncfts

they had almofl: in every tree, and in moll places their burrows in the ground like

conies ; they fpared not the fruits of the plants or trees, nor the very plants themfelves,

but ate them up. When they had fet their corn, the rats would come by troops in

the night, and fcratch it out of the ground. If by diligent watch any efcaped till it

came to earing, it fhould then very hardly efcape them ; and they became noilome even

to the very perfons of men. They ufcd all the diligence they could for the deftroyirig of

them, nourifiiing cats, both wild and tame, for that purpofe ; they ufed railbane,

and many times fet fire on the woods, that often ran half a mile before it was extinft ;

every man was enjoined to fet twelve traps, and fome of their own accord have fet near

an hundred, which they ever vifited twice or thrice in a night ; they alfo trained up
their dogs to hunt them, wherein they became fo expert, that a good dog in two or

three hours would kill forty or fifty. Many other devices they uled to defiiroy them,

but could not prevail, finding them rt:ill increafing againft them; nay, they fo devoured

the fruits of the earth, that they were deftitute of bread for a year or two ; fo that

when they had it afterwards, they were fo weaned from it, they eafily neglected to eat

it with their meat. Brfidcs, they endeavoured fo much for the planting tobacco

for prefent gain, that they negledted many things might more have prevailed for their

good, which caufed amongrt: them much weaknefs and mortality, fmcc the beginning

of thefe vcrniin.

At lad it pleafcd God, but by what means it is not well known, to take them away,

infomuch that the wild-cats and many dogs which lived on them, were famifhed, and
many of them leaving the woods, came down to their houfes, and to fuch places where

7 they
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tliey ufe to garbifh their fifh, and became tame. Some have attributed the deflrjfkion

of them to the increafe of wild-cats, but that is not likely they {hould be fo fuddciily

increiifcd rather at that time than four years before ; antl the chief occafion of this

fuppofition was, becaufe they faw fome companies of them leave the woods, and flew

themfelves for want of food : others by the coldnefs of winter, which notwithftanding

is never fo great there as with us in March, except it be in the wind -. bcfidcs, the rats

wanted not the feathers of young birds and chickens, which they daily killed, and pal-

meta mofs to build themfelves warm neds nut of the wind, as ufually they did ; neither

doth it appear that the cold was fo mortal to them, feeing they would ordinarily

fwim from place to place, and be very fat even in the midfl of winter. It remaineth

then, that as God doth fometinies effed his will without fubordinate and fcconJary

caufes, fo we need not doubt, but that in the fpeedy increafe of thefe vermin, as alfo

by the prcfervation of fo many of them by fuch weak means as they then enjoyed, and
efpecialiy in the fo fudden removal of this great annoyance, there was joined with,

and beiides the ordinary and manifefl means, a more immediate and fecret work of

God.
About this time , Henry Long, with feven others, in an extreme ftorm were caft

away, but three of them efcaped : one of them being aiked what he thought in the

worft of that extremity ? anfwered, he thought nothing but gallows claim thy right

:

and it fecms, God well heard his heard his prayer, and rewarded his ingratilude, for he

was hanged within half a year after. In that March alfo five men went to fea, but as

yet was never heard of, and three more drowned in a boat. By Hilliard's houfe grew
a very fair cedar, which by a thunder-clap was rent almofl: to fmall (hivers, and a man
flood by him, and Samuel Tanton, mofl: fearfully blafted, yet neither they, the houfe,

nor a little child, yet a pair of racks in the houfe was all torn to fitters. The Neptune
not long after arriving to fifli for whale, her fortune proved no better than the gover-

nor's, yet fome are of opinion, profit might be made by them.

In May they defcried four fail, fo that manning all their forts, they flood two days

in arms, expecting what they were; at laft they found it Mr. Powell, returned from
the Wefl Indies, in the Hopewell, where mifTmg fuch trade as he expefted, thefe three

frigates coming in his way, he could not chufe but take them ; meal, hides, and am-
munition was their lading : fair weather the governor made with Powell, till he had

got ail the goods into his own poflefTion, and then called Powell to a ftrict account for

doing fuch an unwarrantable aft; much ado then was betwixt the taker and receiver;

but Powell was glad to be excufed to anfwer it in England, leaving all he had taken

bebii^dhim in the iflcs: the Neptune alfo returned with him, but noble Powell lofl all

his pay and pillage for this year's work. For which the company fent for to Tuckar,

fo that he alfo loft his part as well as Powell : notwithflanding, the governor by this

means being firong in fhipping, fitted the carvel with twelve men, under the command
of Edward Waters, formerly ipoken of, and fent them to Virginia about fuch bufinefs

as he had conceived. Arriving there, they obtained fome goats and hogs, and what
they could fpare, and fo returned for the Summer Ifles ; but whether they could not

find the ifles for want of fkill, or beaten off by ill weather, or the ill-will they bare the

governor, it matters not much ; but they bare up again for Virginia, where they all re-

mained, and would return no more to Summer Ifles.

The governor thinking to make fome ufe of the hides, fet fome that profeflled them-

felves tanners, to make trial of their fkill; but they lofl their labours, and fpoilcd the

hides. Alfo he called another afTize, concerning a poor fellow called Gabriel, for

concealing fome fpecches M. Pollard and M. Rich fhould ufe, tending to the difrepu-

tation
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tation of the governor, and his injuftice and cruelties ; which being brought within the

compafs of feditiou and mutiny, though a year ago, many were called in quen;ion

about it, although every one ordinarily had fpoke as much. Yet Gabriel, for example
fake, was condemned to be hanged, and was upon the ladder, but reprieved. The
other two, M. Pollard and M, Rich, were imprifoned ; but upon better confideration,

the faft appeared fo fmall and ridicul(5us, upon their fubmifilon, they were pardoned,

and reftored to their places.

The Divifion of the Summer IJles into Tribes, by Mr. Richard Nor-jijoodt Surveyor.

ACCORDING to the direftions of the Council and Company, as they had deter-

mined by lot, IVIr. Norwood took a plot of the ifle, and divided it with as much faith-

fulnefs as he could, afligning to every adventurer his fliare or proportion ; as namely,

to lay out a large proportion, to be called the general land, and employed for public

ufes, as for the maintenance of the governor, minifters, commanders of forts, fol-

diers, and fucb like : and to this end was afligned Saint George's Ifland, Saint David's

Ifland, Longbridge Ifland, Smith's Ifland, Cooper's Ifland, Cony Ifland, Nonefuch

Ifland, part of the main, and fundry other fmall ifles. The refl; was to be divided into

eight parts, each part to be called a tribe, and to have his denomination of fome prin-

cipal perfon that was adventurer therein : and accordingly, the firfl; tribe to be eaftward

•was then called Bedford's Tribe, now Hamilton's ; the fecond, Smith's tribe ; the third,

Cavendifli, now Devonlhire's ; the fourth, Pembroke's ; the fifth, Paget's ; the fixth,

Manfil's, now Warwick's ; the feventh, Southampton ; the eighth. Sands : in the ho-

nours of the Right Honourable the Marquis Hamilton, Sir Thomas Smith, the Earl of

Devonlhire, the Earl of Pembroke, the Lord Paget, the Earl of Warwick, the Earl

of Southampton, and Sir Edwin Sands. Again, each of thofe tribes were to be

divided into fifty parts, called fhares ; and every adventurer to have his fhares in thefe

tribes as was determined, by calling lots in England : the manner of it appears by the

map, and more largely by his book of the furvey of the country, which is in the

records of the colony. And then began this which was before as you have heard, but

as an unfettled and confufed chaos, to receive a difpofition, form, and order, and be-

come indeed a plantation.

The Names of the Adventurers, and their Shares in every Tribe, according to the Survey

^

and the bejl hformation yet afcertained of any of their Alterations.

Hamilton's Tribe.

James, L. Marquis Hamilton
Sir Edward Harwood
Mr. John Delbridge

Mr. John Dike
Mr. Ellis Roberts
Mr. Robert Phips

Mr. Ralph King
Mr. Quick's aflignees

Mr. William Cannig
Mr. William Cannig

Shares. Mr. William Web
6 Mr. John Bernard's aflignees

4 Mr. Elias Roberts, jun.

3 Mr. John Gearing

3 Mr. Cleophas Smith

2 Robert, Earl of Warwick
1 Mr. Thomas Covcll -

1 Mr. Greenwel's aflignees -

2 Mr. Cley

4 Mr. Powlfon ...
I Mr. John Dike

Shares.

I

2

I

2

2

4
3
I

I

2

i4

Common
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Common land for conveniency -

Mr. John Dike - - .

Mr. George Thorp's aflignees

2. Smith's Tribe.

Sir Dudley Dig's aflignees

Mr. Richard Edwards

Mr. William Pane - . .

Mr. Robert Smith - - -

Mr. George Barclay's aflignees -

Sir Samuel Sands ...
Mr. Anthony Pennift:one

Sir Edwin Sands ...
Sir Thomas Smith - . -

Mr. Richard More -

Mr. Ad. Brumfield -

Mr. Robert Johnfon, Alderman -

Mr. John Wroth . . -

Mr. George Smith - - -

3. Bevonjhire Tribe.

Mr. Anth. Penift;one

Mr. John Dike

Mr. John Dike - . ,

Mr. John Bernard's heirs -

Robert, Earl of Warwick
Mr. Francis Wefl: ...
William, Lord Cavendilh -

William, Earl of Devonfliire

Mr. Edward Luckin

Mr. Edward Ditchfield

Mr. Edward Ditchfield

Mr. William Nicols ...
Mr. Edward Ditchfield

Mr. John Fletcher - - -

Mr. Gideon Delawne
Mr. Anth. Penniftone

Mr.Beft ....
Mr. Edward Luckin

Mr. Richard Rogers

Mr. William Palmer

4. Pembroke's Tribe.

Mr. George Smith ...
Glebe land - - . .

Mr. Nicholas Hide ...
-Sir Lawrence Hide ...

Shares.

I

2

2

4
2

5
I

4
5

5

4
2

5

3

4

2

I

I

2

2

2

5

5

5
I

4
2

I

2

2

3
2

2

2

4

4
2

I

I

Mr. Thomas Judwyn
William, Earl of Pembroke
Mr. Richard Edwards
Mr. Harding -

Mr. Richard Edwards
Mr. Elias Roberts
Mr. Richard Edwards
Mr. Jacobfon's aflignees

Mr. John Farrar

Mr. Nicholas Farrar
Mr. Nicholas Farrar

Mr. William Canning
Mr. Richard Martin
Mr. Moris Abbot
Mr. Richard Cafwell
Mr. Richard Cafwell

Mr. William Cafwell

Mr. Richard Edwards
Mr. Richard Cafwell

Mr. Richard Edwards
Mr. George Sands' aflignees

Mr. William Paine -

5. Paget's Tribe.

Mr. John Chamberlaine - - 5
Mr.Tho.Ayresand Mr. Rich.Wifeman 4
Mr. Richard Wifeman '

-

William, Lord Paget
Mr. William Palmer
Mr. Bagnell -

Mr, John Bale - .

Mr. Wheatley -

Mr. Chriftopher Barron
Mr. John Wodall
Mr. John Wodall
Mr. Lewis ...
Mr. Owen Arthor's aflignees

Mr. George Etheridge
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Shares.

2

10
I

I

1

I

I

[

I

i

1

2

2

2

I

2

I

2

I

I

2
2

Sir William Wade -

Mr. John Bernard's heirs -

6. Warwick's Tribe.

Mr. Wheatley
Captain Daniel Tucker
Mr. William Felgate

Robert, Earl of Warwick

I

10

4
5
I

4
4
I

I

2
2

4
2

I

I

2

2

I

5
Mr..
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Mr. George Smith

Mr. Samuel Tickner

Mr. Francis Meveli -

Mr. Stephen Sparrow

Mr. Jofeph Man
Captain Daniel Tucker

Mr. Elias More
Doftor Anthony Hunton -

Mr. Francis Moverill

Mr. Richard Poulfon

Mr. Matthew Shephard

Mr. George Tucker -

Mr. Ch. Clithcroe -

Mr. George Swinow
Mr. Richard Tomlings

Mr. Francis Meverill r

]Mr. JohnWaters

Mr. Martin Bond

7. SoutbaJiiptoii's Tribe.

Captain Daniel Tucker

Mr. John Britton

Mr. Richard Chamberland

]\Ir. Leon. Harwood's affignees

Mr. John Banks

Sir Nathaniel Rich -

Robert, Earl of Warwick

Touching the common ground in each tribe, as alfo the overplus, you may find that

at large in the book of furveys amongft their records.

Now, though the country was fmall, yet they could not conveniently have been dif-

pofed and well fettled, without a true defcription and a furvey of it ; and again, every

man being fettled where he might couflantly abide, they knew their bufmefs, and fitted

their houfehold accordingly : then they built no more cabins, but fubftantial houfes,

they cleared their grounds, and planted not only fuch things as would yield them their

fruits in a few months, but alfo fuch as would afford them profit within a few years;

fo that in a fliort time the country began to afpire, and nearly approach unto that hap-

pinefs and profperity wherein now it flouriflieth, &c.

But to follow the hiftory, upon the belt plot of ground could be found, the governor

prevailed fo much with the generality, they built a fair houfe of cedar, which being

done, he appropriated it to himfelf, which occafioned exceeding much didafle. About
this time arrived the Diana, with a good fupply of t'nen and provifion, and the firft

magazine ever feen in thofe ifles ; which courie is not fo much commended here, as

curfed and abhorred by reafon of enhancements of all the inhabitants there ; fix or

feven weeks this fhip ftaid, then having towards her freight thirty thoufand weight of

tobacco ; which proving good, and coming to a lucky market» gave great encourage-

ment to the adventurers to go luflily forward in their plantation, and without fuch

fucc' fs the; c is notl ing but grudging and repining. But about the appropriation of

this new-built houfe, many bad difcontcnts grew betwixt the opprefled colony and the

governor.

Shares.
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governor, efpeclally b?tw!xt him and the miniflcr, and Lewes, who would neither be
feared with threats nor imprifonment, that their malice continued till they met iuEngland,

of which the minifter made the caufe fo plain, he very well and honelliy, it feems,

difirharged himfelf.

Now in thofe times of thefc cndlcfs uncivil broils, two defpcratemenanda proper gen-

tlewoman got into a boat, and thinking to make an cfcape tp Virginia, as appeared by
fome letters they left behind them, were never more heard on. The very next month
after, the like was attempted by fix others, fo defirons they were to be rid of their

fervitude ; but their plot being difcovered by one of their fociety, they were appre-

hended, ai-raigned, and condemned to be hanged ; the next day being led with

halters about their necks to the place of execution, one was hanged, and the reft

reprieved.

The Diana arriving well in England, for all the infinite numbers of complaints, the

tobacco did help to fweeten all manner of grievances, yet it bred a diltafle in the
opinions of fo many, they began to think of another governor ; but for that time it was
fo qualified by divers of his friends, they difpatched away the Blefling, which arrived

in the Summer Ifles. Though their general letter was fair and courteous to the
governor, yet by the report of the pafi'engers and divers particular letters from his

friends, it was affured him his cruelty and covetoufnefs, for all his pains and induflry,

was much difliked, nor was he like to enjoy his houfe. and that land he had
planted for himfelf, by the extreme opprelTion of the commonalty. This caufed fo

many jealoufies'to arife in his conceit, that at lafl he fully refolved to return by this fhip,

that no fooner fet fail from England, than they proceeded to the nomination of a new-
governor. Many were prefented according to the afiections of thofe that were to give
in their voices, but it chiefly refled betwixt one Captain Southwell, and one Mr.
Nathaniel Eutler, where we will leave them awhile to the confideration of the court
and company. Now Captain Tuckar having inftituted Captain Kendall one of the fix

governors (before fpoken of) for his fubftitute, returned with thisfhip directly for England,
as well to excufe himfelf of thofe objections he fufpected, as to get aflured him the
houfe and land he had allotted for himfelf, left it might otherwife be difpofed of in his

abfence.

Colle£ted out of their records by N. B. and the relations of
Mr. Poi.LARD, and divers others.

The Government of Captain Miles Kendall, Deputyfor Captain TucJcar.

THE unexpected return of Captain Tuckar caufed a demur in the eletStion of the
new governor ; fome perfuading thefe oft changes were fo troublcfome, dangerous,
and chargeable, it were beft to continue Captain Kendall ; others again flood for Cap-
tain Tuckar ; but during the time of thefe opinions, the Gilliflower was difpatched
with a fupply. Now I fhould have remembered, Tuckar was no fooner out of the
harbour, but he met Mr. Elfred, in a fhip called the Treafurer, fent from Virginia to

trade : by her he writ to his deputy, Mr. Kendall, to have a care of all things, and be-
ware of too much acquaintance with this fhip, which he fufpected was bound for the
Weft Indies. Notwithftanding, Eifred received what kindnefs the ifle could afford ;

he promifed to revifit them at his return ; this done, becaufe they would not be govern-
lefs when his deputyfhip was expired, there was a general alTembly, and by that election

Kendall was confirmed to fucceed flill governor. Now they began to apply themfelves
to thefiirifliing fome platform about Smith's fort, and laying the foundation of a church

VOL. xni. c c -to
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to be built of cedar, till the Gilliflower arrived with feme private letters to Kenddf,,
how he was eiefted governor of thofe ifles for three years. During her ftay, tYiey held

their affizes, where, for fome fewfufpecled fafts, three were condemned, and the better

to terrify the reft, led to the place of execution, but reprieved ; divers of the reft had
their faults pardoned, and the Gilliflower fet fail for Newfoundland.

The love and kindnefs, honefty and indultry of this Captain Kendall hath been very
much commended, by others fomewhat diiliked ; but an angel in thofe employments
tannot pleafe all men

;
yet this confideratiou bred much ill blood as well here as there,,

fo that the company diredly concluded. Captain Butler fnould, with what expedition

they could, go to be their governor : in the interim, they took the opportunity of a
iliip, called the Seaflower, bound for Virginia, and by her fent a preacher and his

family, with divers paffengers, and news of a new gbvernor. This bred a great diftafte

amongft many, that ftill they ihould have new officers and ftrangers for their governors
they never heard of, and themfelves fttll kept there whether they would or no, without

any preferment, no, nor fcarce any of them there inhabiting, to have any land at all of
their own, but live all as tenants, or as other men's poor fervants.

About this time came in Captain Kerby with a fmall bark, f'om the Weft Indies,

who having refrclhed himfclf, was very kindly ufed by the governor, and fo departed.

Not long after, a Dutch frigate was caft away upon the weftern fliore
;

yet, by the' help

of the Englifli, thev faved the men, though the fhip perifhed amongft the rocks. A
little after, one Eniign Wood being about the loading of a piece, by thrufiing a pike

into the concavity, grating upon the fhot, or fomewhat about the powder, ftruck fire

within her, and fo difcharged, but wounded him cruelly, and blew him into the fea,.

though he was got out by fome that ftood by him, yet he died of thofe wounds^
Within two or three days after. Captain Elfred now comes in a fecond time ; but of

that we fliall fay more in the government of Captain Butler, who prefenlly after

arrived with a good fupply, and was kindly entertained by Captain Kendall and all the

colony.

From a relation of Tho. Sparkes, and divers others.

The Government of Captain 'Nathaniel Butler.

CAPTAIN Butler being arrived the 2cth of OQober 1619, fome mutterings there

was how to maintain their election of Captain Kendall, but better remembering them-

felves, that conceit quickly diffolved. The next day, Kendall, the minifters, and the

council went .aboard to ialute the new governor, where, after they had dined with the

beft entertainment he could give them, they faw tlie redoubt belonging to the King's

caftle by a mifchance on fire, whither he repaired Vr-ith ail the means he could to

quench it ; but all the platform and carriages were confumed before their faces, and

they could not help it. Two days after he went up to the town, had his commiflion

publicly read, made a fliort fpeech to the company, and fo took upon him the govern-

ment. Then prefently he began to repair the moft necefiary defers : the next month

came in the Garland, lent from England fix or feven weeks before him ; fo that being,

feventeen weeks in her voyage, it was fo tedious and grievous to divers of the frefli-

watcr paftengcrs, that fuch a ficknefs bred amongft them, many died, as well failors as

paflengcrs. Elaving taken the beft order he could for their relcafe, pafted through all

the tribes, and held his firft aifize in Captain Tuckar's houfe at the overplus. Towards

the lafl of this month of November, there arofe a moft terrible ftorm or hcricano, that

blew up many great trees by the roots : the Warwick, that brought the governor, was
caft
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call away, but the Garland rid by her, favcd hcrfelf by cutting down her mafls; and

not long after, a fecond ftorni, no lefs violent than the firft, wherein the mount,

which was a frame of wood built by Air. More, for a watcli-tower to look out to fea,

was blown up by thp rootSj and all that winter crop of corn blafted ; and thus was the

new governor welcomed.

With the beginning of the new year he began his firfl: piece of fortification upon a

rock which flanks the King's caftle, and finding the fliip called the Treafurer ftark rot-

ten and unferviceable, he took nine pieces of ordnance from her to ferve other ufes.

The Garland, for want of means, could not make her voyage to Virginia, as flie was
appointed ;. wherefore he entertained her to return to England, with all the tobacco

they had in the ifle. It vi'as January before flie departed, in which time Ihe failed not

much to have been twice call away ; but thofe ftrange and unavoidable mifchances

rather feemed to quicken the governor's induftry than to dull it. Having finilhed the

church begun by Captain Kendall, with an infinite toil and labour he got three pieces

out of the wreck Warwick ; having an excellent Dutch carpenter, he entertained of

them 'that were caft away in the Dutch frigate, he employed him in building of boats,

whereof they were in exceeding great want. In February they difcovered a tall fliip

beating to and again, as it feemed by her working, being ignorant of the coaft : fome
thought her a Spaniard, to view their forts, which fland moll to that part flie fo nearly

approached ; fome Englifli, but the mofl: forae Dutch man of war ; the wind blew fo

high, they durfl not fend out a boat, though they much doubted fhe would be foul of

their rocks, but at laft flie bore up rommy for the fea, and we heard of her no more.

That evening, a lucky fellov/ it faould feem he was, that found a piece of ambergris

of eight ounces, as he had twice before, which bringing to the governor, he had ready

money for the one half, after three pounds an ounce, according to their order of cpurt,

to encourage others to look out for more, and prevent that mifchief enfueth by con-

cealing of it.

Within a few days after, they defcried two frigates, that came clofe to the Ihore, and

fent a letter to the governor, writ in Italian, that they were Hollanders, had been in

the Weft Indies, and defired but to arrive, refrefh themfelves with wood and water, and

fo begone. The governor forthwith fent them to underftand, that being there under

His Majefty of England, to command thofe ifles, he was to carry himfelf a friend to his

friends, and an enemy to his enemies ; if therefore he could fhew a lawful commiflion

for his being honeftly and nobly employed, he and his fliould be kindly welcome, other-

wife they were to adventure at their perils. But his commiflion was fo good, he ftaid

there two months, and was fo well fitted with oil and bacon, they were all glad and

happy of this Dutch Captain Scoutan's arrival, with many thanks to their old friend

Captain Powell, that had conducted him thither: the colony being exceedingly in

great want and diftrefs, bought the moll part of it at reafonable rates ; fo Captain

Scoutan returned to the Weft Indies, and Captain Powell, for his part, in the Low-

Countries. Whilft thefe things were in adion, fhe advfenturers in England made

many a long look for their ftiips ; at laft, the Garland brought them all the news, but

the tobacco was fo fpoiled, either in the leaking fhip, or the making up, it caufed a

great fufpicion there could be none was good come from thofe ifles; where, (were they

but pertecl in the cure) queftionlefs it would be much better than a great quantity of

that they fell for verinas, and many a thoufand of it in London hath been bought and

fold by that title.

The governor being clear of thofe diftradtions, falls upon the reftoring of the burnt

redoubt, where he cuts out a large new platform, and mounts feven great pieces of

c c 3 ordnance
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ordnance upon new carriages of cedar. Now amongfl; all thofe troubles, it was not
the lead to bring the two minifters to fubfcribe to the Book of Common Prayer, which
all the bifhops in England could not do. Finding it high time to attempt fome con-
formity, bethought himfelf of the Liturgy of Guernfey and Jerfey, wherein all thofe
particulars they fo much ftumbled at, were omitted. No fooner was this propounded,
but it was gladly embraced by ttem both, whereupon the governor tranflated it verba-
tim out of French into Englifh, and caufed the eldeli minifter upon Eafter-day to begin
the ufe thereof at St. George's Town, where himfelf, moft of the council, officers, and
auditory, received the facrament j the which form they continued during the time of
his government.

Much about this time, in fuch a fair morning that had invited many boats far out
to the fea to fifli, did rife fuch a hurricane that much endangered them all, fo that

one of them with two boys was driven to fea, and never more heard of. The minifters

thus agreed, a proclamation was publilhed for keeping of the fabbath, and all the de-

fective carriages he endeavoured to have renewed, built a fmall boat of cedar only to

go with oars, to be ready upon any occafion to difcover any fliipping. and took order
every fort fliould have the like ; alfo caufed numbers of cedars to be brought from
divers places in floats, to rebuild the mount, which with an unfpeakable toil was raifed

feven feet higher than before, and a falcon mounted at the foot, to be always dif-

charged for a warning to all the forts, upon the difcovery of any fliipping, and this he
called Rich Mount. This exceeding toil and labour, having no cattle, but only men's
ftrength, caufed many petitions to the governor, that all thofe general works might
ceafe till they had .reaped their harvefts, in that they were in great diftrefs for viduals,

which he fo well anfwered, their own fliames did caufe them to defift from that impor-
tunity, and voluntarily perform as much as he required.

Finding accidentally a little crofs ereQed in a bye-place, amongft a many of buflies,

underftanding there was burled the heart and entrails of Sir George Summers, he re-

folved to have a better memory for fo worthy a foldier than that : fo finding alfo a
great marble ftone brought out of England, he caufed it by mafons to be wrought
handfomely, and laid over the place, which he environed with a fquare wall of hewn
flone, tomb like ; wherein he caufed to be graven this epitaph he had compofed,
and fixed it upon the marble ftone ; and thus it was :

In the year one thoufaiid fix hundred and eleven,

Noble Sir George Summers went hence to heaven ;

Whofe well tried worth that held liini flill employed,
Gave him the knowledge ot the world fo wide.

Hence 'twas by heaven's decree, that to this place

He brought new guells, and name to mutual grace.

At laft his foul and body being to part,

He liere bequealli'd his entrails and his heart.

Upon the fixth of June began the fecond aflize, that reduced them to the dlvedi

form ufcd in England. For befides the governor and council, they have the bailiffs of

the tribes, in nature of the deputy-lieutenants of the Ihires in England, for to them
are all precepts and warrants direfted, and accordingly anfwered and refpccled ; they

perform alfo the duties of juftices of peace, within their limits. The fubordinate

officers to thefe in every tribe, are the conftablcs, head-boroughs, and church-wardens

;

thefe are the triers of the tobacco, which if they allow not to be mcfrchantable, is burnt

;

and thefe arc the executioners of their civil and politic caufes.

For
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For points of war and martial affairs, they have the governor for lieutenant-genera!,

the feijeant-major, niafler of ordnance, captains of companies, captains of forts, with

their feveral officers, to train and exercife thofe numbers under their charge, in martial

difciplinc.

Concerning their courts for decifion of right andjuflice, the firfl:, though lafl in

conflitution, is their general affijmbly ; allowed by the ftate in England, in the nature

of a parliament, coniifling of about forty perfons ; viz. the governor, the council,

the baiiills of the tribes, and two burgeffcs of each tribe chofen by voices in- the tribe,

befides Rich of the clergy as the governor thinks mofl fit, to be held once a year, as

you fliall hear more thereof hereafter. The next court is the alFiae or jails of delivery,

held twice every year, in Chriftmas and Whitfua week, for all criminal offenders,

and civil caufes betwixt party and party ; as adions of debt, trefpafs, battery, flander,

and the like ; and thefe are determined by a jury of twelve men, and above them is

alfo a grand jury to examine matters of greater confcquence. The laft day of the

affize might alfo wt-ll be held a court, for hearing the tranfgreffions in matters of con-

tempt, inifbehaviour towards any magiftrate, riots, fcditious fpeakers, contemners of

warrants, and iuch like : there are alfo as occafion Ihall require, many matters heard

by the governor, or his ofikers, and oft juflice done in feveral places, but thofe are but

as days of hearing, and as preparatives againft their courts, &c.

At this lafl aflize eighteen were arraigned for criminal caufes, a number very extra-

ordinary confidering the place ; but now occafioned by reafon of the hard year, and
the Iforo of ill-chofen new comers ; of thefe, fome were cenfured to the whipping,

pofl:, fome burned in the hand, but two were condemned to die, yet the one was
reprieved, the other hanged ; this done, every man returned to his home : many
trials they made again about the Warwick, but to fm-dl purpofe, her ordnance being

lafhed fo fall they could not be unloofed, till the ropes and decks were rotten, yet fome
few butts of beer being floated they got, which, though it had lain fix months under
water, was very good, notvvithflauding the next year they recovered five pieces of ord^

nance.

Upon the firfl: of Auguft, according to the company's inftruftions from England,

began the general aifembly at the town of St. George, which was the firfl thefe ifles

ever had ; confilling, as is faid, of the governor, council, bailiffs, and burgeffes, and
a fecrelary to whom all bills were prefented, and by him openly read in the houie,

alfo a clerk to record the acts, being thirty-two in all ; fifteen of which beliig fent

into England, were by a general confent received and enadled, the titles whereof
are thefe following : as for all the reafons for them, they would be too tedious to

recite.

The firft was againfl the unjufl fale and letting of apprentices and other fervants,

and this was efpecially for the righting the undertakers in England. The fecond, con-

cerm"ng the difpofing of aged, difeafed, and impotent perfons, for it being confidered

how carelefs many are in preferring their friends, or fending fometimes any they can
procure to go, fuch unferviceable people Ihould be returned back at their charge that

fent them, rather than be burdenfome to the poor inhabitants in the ifles. The third,

the necelTary manning the King's Caflle, being the key of the ifle, that a garrifbn of
twelve able men fliould be there always rcfident ; and three thoufand ears of corn, and
one thoufand pounds of tobacco paid them by the generality yearly, as a pei'.fion. The
fourth, againlt the making unmerchantable tobacco, and ofEcers fworn to make true

trials, and burn that was naught. The fifth, enjoined the ereftion of certain public

bridges, and the maintenance of them. The fixth, for a continual fuppiy of viduals

for
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for all the forts, to be preferved till fome great occafion to ufe it. Tliefevertth was,

for two fixed days every year for the aflizes. The eighth, commands the making of
highways, and prohibiting the paffage 'over men's grounds and planted fields, as well

to prevent the fpoiling of gardens, as convenience to anfwer any alarm. The ninth,

for the preferving young tortoifes and birds, that were carelefsly dcftroyed. The
tenth, provided againfl vagabonds, and prohibited the entertainment of other men's
fervants. The eleventh, compelled the fetling of a due quantity of corn for every

family. The twelfth, the care corn being fet, enjoined the keeping up of their poul-

try till it was paft their reaches. The thirteenth, for the prefervation of fufficient

fences, and againft the felling of marked trees appointed for bounds. The fourteenth,

granted to a levy for a thoufand pound weight of tobacco, towards the payment of

public works, as the bridges and the mount. The fifteenth, for the enjoining an
acknowledgmcHt and acception. of all rcfideiit governors, and the warranting him to

continue, though his time be expired, till the arrival of a legitimate fucceflbr from
England, to prevent all unmeet and prefumptuous eledtions, befides it was defired by
petition in England, the new governors fhould live two months as a private man after

his arrival, if his predeceffor did {lay fo long, the better to learn and obferve his courfe.

And thefe are the contents of thole fifteen a£l:s, applied as you may perceive, which
the laws of England could not take notice of, becauf'e every climate hath fomewhat to

itfelf in that kind in particular ; for otherwiie as it is conceived, it hath been a

high impudence and prefumption to have meddled with them, or indeed with any

fuch as thefe laws, that had with fuch great juftice and judgment always provided

for.

No fooner was this bufmefs over, but the magazine fliip isdifcovered, and that night

came into the harbour, but in a veiy weak and fickly cafe, having caft overboard twenty

or thirtv of her ptople ; and fo violent was the infedion, that the moft part of the Tailors,

as well as paffengers, wei"e fo fick, or difmayed, or both, that the mafter confefled,

had they ftaid at the fea but a week longer, they had all perifhed. There arrived with

this fliip divers gentlemen of good fafliion, with their wives and families ; but many of

them crazy by the tedioufnefs of the voyage : howfoever, moft of them, by the excel-

lent falubrity of the air, than which the world hath not a better, foon after recovered
;

yet feme there were that died prefently after they got afliore, it being certainly the

quality of the place, either to kill, or cure quickly, as the bodies are more or lefs

corrupted. By this fliip the company fent a fupply of ten perfons for the generality,

but of fuch bad condition that it fcemed they had picked the males out of Newgate,

the females from Bridewell : as the governor found it his beft courfe, to grant, out the

women to fuch as were fo greedy of wives, and would needs have them for better for

worie ; and the men he placed in the King's Caflle ior foldiers. But this bad, weak,

fickly fupply being difpcrfed for their bcfl relief, by the much employment of his boats

in removing them, many of his own men became infeftcd, fo that for fome weeks

they were not able to do him any fervice at all. Strict inftruftions alfo they brought

for the planting of fugar canes, for which the ifland being rocky and dry, is fo im-

proper, that few as yet have been fecn to profper
;

yet there are others hold the cen-

tral y (pinion, that there is rain fo ordinaiily, the ifles are fo moifl, as produceth all

their plants in fuch infinite abundance ; there is no great rcafon to fufpcd this, were it

righdy ufcd, more than the reft. Seventy ihuuland weight cf tobacco being prepared

towards her freight, (he returned for Engiand. No fooner was flie gone than caine in

another, fent by the conij.any and generi-lity, well conditioned, but flie failed not much
to have been call away an.ongli thole daiigerous and terrible rocks ; by her came aifo

exprefs
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PXprefs command, they fliould entertain no other fliips, than were d!re£tly fcnt from

the company : this caufed much grudging, and indeed a general dillraclioa and excla-

mation among the inhabitants, to be thus conflraincd to buy what they wanted, and Tell

what they had at what price the magazine pleafed, and to debar true men from coming

to them for trade or relief, that were daily received in all the harbours in England.

So long this fiiip (laid going for freight and wages, the maftcr not caring how long he

lay at that rate in a good harbour, the governor was ready to fend her away by procla-

mation. Thus ended the fird year of the government of C. Butler.

With the firfl of the fecond year were held the alTizcs, where all the bailiffs were

fined for not giving a beginning to the building of the bridges; there was alfo an

order to reftrain the exceflive wages all handicraftmen would have ; and that the

churchwardens fhould meet twice a year, to have all their prefentments made perfect

againll the affizes. The aflizes done, all the ablefl: men were trained in their arms, and

then de'partcd to their own homes. The town thus cleared, he made certain new car-

riages for fome demi-culverines, and a large new ilore-houfe of cedar for the yearly

magazine goods ; finifhed Warwick's fort, begun by Mr. More, and made a new plat'

form at Paget 's Fort, alfo a fair houfe of lime and flone for the town-houfe. The
three bridges appointed by the general affembly, was followed with fuch diligence^

though they were more than a hundred, or a hundred and twenty feet in length, hav-

ing the foundation and arches in the fea, were raifed and accompliflud, fo That man or

beafl with facility might pafs them.

At Whitfunday was held the fourth general alTize at Saint George's, where were

tried twenty feveral caufes ; four or five were whipped or burnt in the hand, for

breaking of houfcs : alfo an order was made, that the party call in the trial of any

caufe fhould pay to every of the jurors four-pence ; moreover, that not pall ten leaves-

at the molt fhould grov.' upon a plant of tobacco, and that alfo in the making it up, a

diftindion fliould diiigentlv be obferved of two kinds, a biHierand a worfe : then they

built a flrong flone houfe for the captain of the King's caflle and corps du guard, and
repaired what defects thev could find in the platforuis and carriages.

Captain Powell, fo ofc mentioned, having been in the W^eil: Indies for the Statesof

Holland, came to an anchor within fliot of their ordnance, defiring admittance for

wood and water, of which he had great need but the governor would not permit

him, fo he weighed and departed ; whereat the company were fo mad, it was not

polTible to conllrain them to ceafe their exclamations againlf the company's inhibition,

till they were weary with exclaiming : but ftill for their better defence, not thinking

themfelves fufficiently fecure, havhig finiflied two new platforms more, arrived the

magazine fliip, but her mafter was dead, and many of the paffengers, the reft for

moll part very lick ; and withal, a ftrange and wonderful report of much complaint

made againil the governor to the company in England, by fome of them returned in

the laft year's fliipping ; but it was eight days before fhe could get in, by reafon of ill

weather, being forced again to fea ; fo that time they kept evei'y night continually great

fires, fhe might fee the ifle as well by night as day ; but at laft Ihe arrived, and he

plainly underltood he had more caufe a great deal to look for mifconftruction of all

his fervice, than an acknowledgment, much lefs a recompence, any bettt'r than his

predecellors ; but it is no new thing to requite the beft defert with the vileft of

ingratitude.

The very next day's night after the arrival of the magazine-fliip, news was brought

the governor by a difmayed meilenger from Sands's tribe, that one hundred Spaniards

were landed in that part, and divers Ihips difcovered at fea ; whereupon he prefently

7 manned
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manned the forts, and inflantly made thither\vard in perfon with twenty men, deter-

mining as he found caul'e to draw together more ftrength by the way. Being got

thither by the break of the next day, inftead of an enemy, which he expected, he
met only with a company of poor dillrefied Portuguele and Spaniards, who in their

paflage from Carthagena in the Weft Indies, in confort with the Spanifh fleet of Plate,

by the fame ftorm that had endangered the magazine fhip, loft theirs upon thofe

teiTible rocks, being to the number of feventy perfons, were ftrangely preferved, and
the manner was thus :

About fun-fet their fhip beating amongft the rocks, fome twenty of the failors got

into the boat with what treafure they could, leaving the captain, the mafter, and all the

reft to the mercy of the fea. But a boy not paft fourteen years of age, that leaped

after to have got into the boat, miffing that hope, it pleafed God he got upon a cheft

adrift by him, whereon, they report, he continued two days, and was driven near to

the clean contrary part of the ifle, where he was taken up near dead, yet well reco-

vered. All this night the fhip fticking faft, the poor diftrefled in her the next day

fpying land, made a raft, and were thofe gave the alarm firft afhore about three of

the clock in the afternoon. The morning after, about feven of the clock, came in the

boat to a place called Mangrove Bay, and the fame day their carpenter was driven

afliore upon a plank near Hog Bay. There was a gentlewoman that had ftood wet

up to the middle upon the raft, from the fhip to the fhore, being big with child, and

although this was upon the 13th of September, (he took no hurt, and w?.s fafely de-

livered Cif a boy within three days after. The beft comfort that could be given them
in thofe extremities they had, although fome of the bafer fort had been rifling fome

of them before the governor's arrival ; alfo the Spanifli captain and the chief with him
much complained of the treachery of his men to leave him in that maimer, yet h id con-

veyed with them the moft of the money they could come by, which he eafily mifled j

whereupon he fuddenly caufed all them he accufed to be fearched, and recovered to

the value -of one hundred and forty pounds fterling, which he delivered into the cap-

Iain's hands, to be employed in a general purfe towards their general charge. During

theu" ftay in the ifies, fome of the better fort, nine or ten weeks dieted at his own
table, the reft were billetted amongft the inhabitants at four (hillings the week, till

they found fnipping for their paffhge, for which they paid no more than the Englilh

paid themfelves ; and for the paflage of divers of them, the governor was glad to

(land bound to the mafter ; fome others that were not able to procure fuch friend-

fnipj Vv'ere fo conftrained to ftay in the ifles, till by their labours they had got fo much
as would tranfport them ; and thus they were preferved, relieved, and delivered.

In the month enfuing arrived the fecond fliip, and (he alio had loft her mafter and

divers of her paficngers ; in her came twoVirginian women, to be married to fome who
would have them, that after they were converted and had children, they might be fent

to their country and kindred to civilize them. Towards the end of this month came in

the third fhip, with a fmall magazine; having fold what fhe could, carried the reft to

Virginia, and never did any of thofe paflTengers complain either of their good diet, or

too good ufage at fea ; but the clean contrary ftill occafioned many of thofe extremi-

ties. The 5th of November the damnable plot of the powder trealbn was folemnized

with prayers, fermons, and a great feaft, whereto the governor invited the chief of the

.Spaniards, where drinking the King's health, it was honoured with a quick volley of

fmall fliot, which was aniwercd from the fort with the great ordnance, and then again

concluded with a fecond volley of finall fhot ; neither was the aiternoon without nmfic

and dancing, and at night many huge bonfires of fweet wood.

The
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The Spaniards to exprefs their thankfulncfs at their departure, made a deed of gift

to the governor of vvhatfocver he could recover of the wrecked (liip ; but the fnips as.

they went out cauie fo dangcroufly upon a rock, that the pooi- Spaniards were fo dif-

mayed, fwearing this place was ominous unto them, efpecially the women, that defired

rather to go afliore and die howfoever than adventure any further in fuch a labyrinth

ef dangers, but at lad file got clear without danger, and well to England ; the other

went to Virginia, wherein the governor fent two great chefts tilled with all fuch kinds

and forts of fruits and plants as their iflands had, as figs, pomegranates, oranges,

lemons, fugar-canes, plantains, potatoes, papaws, caflado roots, red pepper, the

prickle-p?ar, and the like. The fliips thus difpatched, he goeth into the main, and
fo out to fca to the Spanifh wreck. He had been there before prel'ently after her

ruin, for never had Ihip a more fudden death, being now fplit in pieces, all under

water. He found fmall hope to recover anv thing, lave a cable and an anchor, and
two good facres ; but the wind was fo high, he was forced to return, being ten miles

from the fhore, only with three murderers, which were known to be the fame Captain

Kendall had fold to Captain Kerby, whofe fhip was taken by two men of war of Car-

thagena, the moft of his men flain or hanged, and he being wounded, died in the

woods. Now their pilot being at this fervice, got thus thofe three murderers to their

fliip, and their fliip thus to the Bermudas, as the Spaniards remaining related to the

governor and others.

Having raifed three fmall bulwarks at Southampton's Fort, witl* two curtains and
two ravclines, which indeed is only the true abfolute piece of fortification in the ifles ;

Chriltmas being come, and the prefixed day of the allize, divers were whipped and
burnt in the hand, only three young boys for flealing were condemned, and at the

very point of hanging, reprieved. The governor then fent his lieutenant all over the

main to dillribute arms to thofe were found mod fit to ufe them, and to give order

for their rendezvous, which were hanged up in the church. About this time it chanced

a pretty fecret to be difcovered to preferve their corn from the fly or weavel, which
did in a manner as much hurt as the rats. For the year before having made a pro-

clamation that all corn fhould be gathered by a certain day, becaufe many lazy perfons

ran fo after the fhips, to get beer and aqua-vita:, for which they will give any thing they

have, much had been loft for want of gathering. This year having a very fair crop,

fome of the inhabitants, none of the beft hufbands, haftily gathered it, for fear of the

penalty, threw it in great heaps into their houfes unhufked, and fo let it lie four or five

months, which was thought would have fpoiled it ; where the good hufbands hulked it,

and with much labour hung it up, where the flies did fo blow on it, they increafed to

fo many weavels, they generally complained of great lofs : but thofe good fellows that

never cared but from hand to mouth, made their boafts, that not a grain of theirs had
been touched nor hurt, there being no better way to preferve it than by letting it lie ia

its hulk, and fpare an infinite labour formerly had been ufed. There were alfo very

luckily about this time found out divers places of frefli water, of which many of the

forts were very deftitute, and the churchwardens and fidefmen were very bufy in cor-

refting the prophaners of the fobbath, drunkards, gamefters, and fuch like. There
came alfo from Virginia a fmall bark, with many thanks for the prefents fent them

;

much aqua-vitce, oil, fack, and bricks, they brought in exchange of more fruits and
plants, ducks, turkies, and limeftone, of which (lie had plenty, and fo returned.

During the abode of the flay of this fliip, the marriage of one of the Virginia

maids was confummated with a hufband fit for her, attended with more than one
hundred guefts, and all the dainties for their dinner could be provided ; they made

VOL. XIII. D i> alfo
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alfo another trial to fifh for whales, but it took no more effeft than the former : this

was done by the m;.ftcr of the Virginia fhip that profelTed much fkill that way, but.

having freighted his fhip with hmeitone, with twenty thoufand weight of potatoes, and
fuch things as hedefired, returned for Virginia.

April and May were fpent in building a ftrong new prifon, and perfefting fome of-

the fortifications, and by the labour of twenty men, in fourteen days was got from the-

Spanifli wreck four excellent good facres, and mounted them at the forts. Then began-

the general affize, where not fewer than fifty civil, or rather, uncivil aftions were
handled, and twenty criminal prifoners brought to the bar ; fuch a multitude of fuch

vile people were fent to this plantation, that he thought himfelf happy his tiirfe was fo

near expired : three of the fouleft acts were thefe ; the firft for the rape of a married

woman, which was acquitted by a fenfelefs jury ; the fecond and the third for unnatural

crimes, the one with a fow, the other with a boy, for which they were hanged; during the

time of the imprifonment of this fecond criminal, a dunghill cock belonging to the fame
man, did continually haunt a pig of his alfo, and to the wonder of all them that faw it,

who were many, did fo frequently tread the pig, as if it had been one of his hens, thai:

the pig languifhed and died within a while after, and then the cock reforted to the ver)T

fame low (that this fellow was accufed for) in the very fame manner ; and as an addition

to all this, about the fame time two chickens were hatched, the one whereof had two-

heads, the other crowed very loud and lultily within twelve hours after it was out of

the fhell. A defp^rate fellow being to be arraigned for itealing a turkey, rather than

he would endure his trial, fecretly conveyed himfelf to fea in a little boat, and never

fince was heard of, nor is he ever like to be, without an exceeding wonder, little lefa

than a miracle. In June they made another trial about the Spanifli wreck, and re-

covered another facre and a murderer ; alfo he caufed to be hewed out of the main
rock, a pair of large flairs, for the convenient landing of goods and paiTengers, a work
much to the beauty and benefit of the town. With twenty cholen men, and two
excellent divers, the governor went himfelf to the wreck Warwick, but they could

recover but one murderer ; from thence he went to the Sea-adventure, the wreck of

Sir George Summers ; the hull, though two or 'three fathoms in the water, they found
unperifhed, and with much ado weighed a facre, her fheet-anchor, divers bars of iron

and pigs of lead, which (food the plantation in very great flead. Towards the end of

July, he went to feek for a wreck, they reported, lay under water, with her hatches

fpiked up, but they could not find her, but from the Spanifn wreck lay there by, they

weighed three fair facres more, and fo returned through the tribes to Sa nt George's

:

fome were alfo employed to feek out beds of oyfters for pearl, fome they found, fome
feed-pearl they got, but out of one little fliell, above ail the reft, they got about one
hundred and twenty fmall pearl, but fomewhat defettive in their colour.

The time of Captain Butler's government drawing near an end, the colony prefented

unto him divers grievances, to intreat him to remember to the lords and coaipany in

England at his return : alfo they appointed two to be joined with him, with letters of

credence to folicit in their behalf thofe grievances following : firfl, they were defrauded

of the food of their fouls ; for being not f.wcr than one thoufand and five hundred
people, difperfed in length twenty miles, they had at that prefent but one miailler, nor
never had but two, and they fo fliortencd of their pronu'fes, that but only for mere
pity they would have forfaken them. Secondly, neglected in thefafety of their lives,

by wants of all forts of ammunition. Thirdly, they had been ceufured, contrary to

His Majefly's laws, and not allowed them the benefit of their book, as they are in Eng-
land, but by Captain Butler. Fourthly, they were fruflrated of many of their cove-

nants.
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nants, and mod extremely pinched and undone by the extortion of the magazine, for

although their tobacco was ftintcd but at two fhiliings and fixpence the pound, yet

they pitched their commodities at what rate they pleafed. Fifthly, their fatherlefs

children are left in little better condition than flaves ; for if their parents die in debt,

their children are made as bondmen till the debt be difcharged. Thefe things being

perfeded, there grew a great qucflion of one Herlot, for plotting of faftions and abufmg
the governor, for which he was condemned to lofe his ears, yet he was ufed fo favour-

ably, he loft but the part of one in all.

By this time it being grown pad: the wonted feafon of the coming in of fliips from
England, after a general longing and expectation, cfpecially of the governor, whofe

commiffion being near upon expiration, gave him caufe to wii'h for a mean of deliver-

nnce from fo troublefome and thanklefs an employment as he had hitherto found it

;

a fail is difcovercd, and long it was not before Ihe arrived in the King's Caille-Harbour ;

this bark wasfetout by two or three private men of the company, and having landed

her fupplics, was to go for Virginia ; by her the governor received certain advertife-

ments of the carriage and behaviour of the Spaniards, which he had relieved, as you
have heard, the year before ; that quite contrary both to his merit, their vow, and his

own expeftation, they made clamours againft hiu\, the which being feconded by the

Spanifli ambaflaJor, caufed the ftate to fall in examination about it ; whereupon,

having fully cleared their ingratitude and impudence, and being allured of the choice

of a fucceffor that v/as to be expeded within five or fix weeks, he was defirous to

take the opportunity of this bark, and to vifit the colony in Virginia in his return for

England : leaving the government to Captain Felgat, Captain Stokes, IVIr. Lewis

Hewes, Mr. Nedom and Mr. Ginner, but now his time being fully expired, and the

fortifications finiflied, viz. the King's Caftle, wherein were mounted upon fufEcient

platforms fixteen pieces of ordnance ; in Charles Fort two ; in Southampton Fort

five ; betwixt which and the caftle paffeth the channel into the harbour, fecured by

three and twenty pieces of good artillery to play upon ir. In Co^vper's lile is Pem-
brock's Fort, where is two pieces. The channel of Saint George is guarded by Smith's

Fort, and Pagit's Fort, in which are eleven pieces of ordnance. Saint George's Town
is half a league within the harbour, commanded by Warwick's Fort, where there are

three great pieces, and on the wharf before the governor's houfe eight more, befides

the warning piece by the mount, and three in Saint Katharines ; fo that in all there

are ten fortreffes, and two-and-fifty pieces of ordnance, fufficient and fcrviceable : their

forms and fituations you may fee more plainly defcribed in the map ; and to defend

thofe, he left one thoufand five hundred perfons, with near a hundred boats, and the ifle

replenifiied with flore of fuch fruits, provifions, and poultry, as is formerly related ;

well, yet for fo departing and other occaiions, much difference hath been betwixt him

ferae of the company, as any of his predeceffors, which I rather wifli were rccoaciled,

than to be a reporter of fuch unprofitable diflentions.

For
Till treachery and faftion, and avarice be gone,

']"ill envy and ambition, and backbiting be none,

Till perjury and Idlcncfs, and injury be out.

And truly till lliat viliainy the woril of all that rout ;

Unkfs thofe vices banifli'd be, whatever forts you have,

A hundred walls together put will not have power to fave.

D D 2 Mr.
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Mr. John Baniard fent to be Governor.

TO fupply this place was fent by the noble adventurers John Barnard, a gentlemsn

both of good means and quality, who arrived wiihin eight days after Butler's de-

parture, with two fhips, and about one hundred and forty paffenger^, with arms and

<iU forts of ammunition, and other provifions fufficient ; during the time of his life,

which was but fix weeks, in reforming all things he found defective, he Ihevved hini-

felf fo judicial and induftrious as gave great fatisfaclion, and did generally promife vice

was in great danger to be fupprefled, and virtue and the plantation much advanced ;

but fo. it happened that both he and his wife died in fuch Ihort time, they were botli

J)uried in one day and one grave, and IVlr. John Harrifon chofen governor till further

order came from England.

What happened in the Government of Mr. John Harrifon.

THEY are (till much troubled with a great fhort worm that devours their plants in

the night, but all the day they lie hid in the ground, and though early in the morn-

ing they kill fo many they would think there were no more, yet the next morning you

fhall find as many. The caterpillars to their fruits are alio as pernicit)us ; and the

land-crabs in fome places are as thick in their burrows as conies in a warren, and do
much hurt : befides all this, there happened this year a vei-y heavy difaller, for a fhip

wherein .there had been much fvvearing and blafpheming ufed all the voyage, and

landed what (he had to leave in thofe ifles, jovially frolicking in their cups and

tobacco, by accident fired the powder, that at the very inftant blew up the great

cabin, and fome one way and fome another, it is a wonder to think how they could

-be fo blown out of the gun-room into the fea, where fome were taken up living fo

^pitifully burned, their lives were worfe than fo many deaths ; fome died, and fome
lived, but eighteen were loft at this fatal blaft, the fhip alio immediately funk with

ihreefcore barrels of meal fent for Virginia, and all the other provifion in her was
thus loft.

Now how to confider how the Spaniards, French, and Dutch, have been loft and
preierved in thofc invincible illes, yet never regarded them but as monuments of

miferies, though at this prefent they all defire them. How Sir Thomas Gates and

Sir George Summers being ready to fink in the fea were faved, what an incredible

abundance of viduals they found ; how it was firft planted by the Englilh ; the

llrange increafe of rats, and their fudden departure ; the five men came from Eng-
land in a boat ; the efcape of llilliard, and the reft of thofe accidents there happened,

a man would think it a tabernacle of miracles, and the world's wonder, that from
fuch a.paradife of admii-ation who would think Ihould fpring fuch wonders of afllidions,

•as are only fit to be facrificcd upon the higheft altare of forrow, thus to be fet upon the

higheft pinnacles of content, and prefently thrown down to the loweft degree of ex-

tremity, as you fee have been the yearly fucceedings of thofc plantations, the which

to overcome, as it is an incomparable honour, fo it can be no dilhonour if a man do
mifcarry by unfortunate accidents in fuch honourable aflions, the which renown and

virtue to attain hath caufed fo many attempts by divers nations befides ours even to

pafs through the very amazement of adventure-. Upon the relation of this news the

-company hath fent one Captain Woodhoufe, a gentleman of good repute and great

^experience in the wars, and no lofs provident than induftrious and valiant, then

5 returned
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returned report all goeth well there. It is too true in the abfence of the noble trea-

furer. Sir Edward Sackvill, now Earl of Dorfet, there have been fuch complaints
betwixt the planters and the company, that by command the Lords appointed Sir

Thomas Smith again treafurer, that fince then according to their order of Court, he
isalfo elefted, where now we muR leave them all to their good fortune and fuccefs,

•till we hear further of their fortunate proceedings.

THE
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THE

GENERAL HISTORY OF NEW ENGLAND,

/CONCERNING this hiflory you are to underftand the letters patents granted by
^^ His INIajcRy ia 1606, for tiie limitation of Virginia, did extend from thirty-four to

forty-four, which was divided in two parts, namely, the firfl colony and the fecond

:

the firfl was to the honourable city of London, and fiich as would adventure with

them to difcover and take their choice where they would, betwixt the degrees of 34
and 41. The fecond was appropriated to the cities of Briflol, Exeter, and Plymouth,

&c., and the weft parts of England, and all thofe that would adventure and join with

them, and they might make their choice any where betwixt the degrees of 38 and 44,
provided there fliould be at leaft one hundred miles diflance betwixt thefe two colonies,

each of which had laws, privileges, and authority for the government and advancing

their feveral plantations alike. Now this part of America hath formerly been called

Norumbega, Virginia, Nufkoncus, Penaquida, Canada, and fuch other names as thofe

that ranged the coaft pleafed. But becaufe it was fo mountainous, rocky, and full of

ifles, few have adventured much to trouble it, but as is formerly i-elated; notvvith-

flanding, that honourable patron of virtue, Sir John Popham, Lord Chief Juftice of

England, in the year 1606, procured means and men to poflefs it, and fent Captain

George Popham for prefident. Captain Rawley Gilbert for admiral. Captain Edward
Harlow, mafter of the ordnance. Captain Robert Davis, ferjeant-major, Captain Elis

Beft, marfhal, Mr. Seaman, fecretary. Captain James Davis to be captain of the fort,

Mr. Gome Carew, chief fearcher : all thofe were of the council, who with fome hun-

dreds more were to flay in the country ; they fet fail from Plymouth the la(l of May,
and fell with Monahigen the nth of Augult. At Sagadahock, nine or ten leagues

fouthward, they planted themfelves at the mouth of a fair navigable river, but the

^oaft all thereabouts moft extreme ftony and rocky ; that extreme frozen winter was

fo cold they could not range nor fearch the country, and their provifion fo fmall, thejr

were glad to fend all but forty-five of their company back agnm : their noble prefident,

Captain Popham, died, and not long after arrived two fhips well provided of all necef-

faries to fupply them, and fome fmall time after another, by whom underflanding of

the death of the Lord Chief Juftice, and alfo of Sir John Gilbert, whofe lands there

the prefident Rawley Gilbert was to poiTefs according to the adventurers' diredions,

finding nothing but extreme extremities, they all returned for England in the year

1608 ; and thus this plantation was begun and ended in one year, and the country

efteemed as a cold, barren, mountainous, rocky defart.

Notwithftanding, the Right Honourable Henry, Earl of Southampton, and thofe of

the Ifle of Wight, employed Captain Edward Harlow to difcover an ifle fuppofed

.about Cape Cod j but they found their plots had much abufed them, for falling with

8 Monahigan,
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Monahigan, they found only CapL- Cod no iflc but the main, there they detained three

favages aboard them, called Pochmo, Monopct, and Pekcnimne, but I'cchmo leaped

overboard and got away, and not loilg after with his conforts cut their boat from their

flern, got her on fl:ore, and fo filled her with laud, and guarded her with bows and

arrows, the Englifli loft her: not far from thence they hud three men forely wounded

with arrows. Anchoring at the Ifle of Nohono, the favages in their canoes affaulted

the fhip till th'L' Engliih guns made them retire, yer here they took Sakawefton, that

after he had lived many years in England went a foldier to the wars of Bohemia. At
Capawe they took Coneconam and Epenow, but the people at AgSwom ufed ihein

kindly, fo with five favages they returned for England, yet Sir Francis Popham fent

divers times one Captam Williams to Monahigan only to trade and make core fi(h,.

but for any plantations there was no more fpeeches.. For all this, as I liked Virginia

well, though not their proceedings, fo I delired alfo to fee this country, and fpend^

fome thne in trying what I coiUd lind for all thofe ill rumours and diiaiters.

From the relations of Captain Edward Harlow
and divers others.

In the month of April 16 14, at the charge of Captain Marmaduke Roydon, Cap--

tain George Langain, Mr. John Buley and Mr. William Skelton, with two fliips from •

London, 1 chanced to arrive at Monahigan an ifle of America, in 434 of northerly

latitude: our plot was there to take whales, for which we had one Samuel Cramtou
and divers others expert in that faculty, and alfo to make trials of a mine of gold and

copper ; if thofe failed, fifh and furs were then our refuge to make ourfelves favers

howfoever: we found this whale-fifhing a coftly conclufion, we faw many and fpent

much time in chafmg them,, but could not kill any, they being a kind of imbartes,

9nd not the whale that yields fins and oil, as we expeSed -^ for our gold it was rather

the mailer's device to get a voyage that projedled it, than any knowledge he had at all

s of any iuch matter; filh and furs were now our guard, and by oar late arrival and
long lingering about the whale, the prime of both thofe feafons were pad ere we per-

ceived it, we thinking that their feafons ferved at all times, but we found it otherwife,

,

for by the midlf of June the fifhing failed, yet in July and Auguft fomc were taken, ,

but not fufficient to defray fo great a charge as our flay required: of dry filh we
made about forty thoufaad, of cor-fifli about feven thoufand. Whilft the failors

filhed, niyfelf with eight others of them might beft be fpared, ranging the coaft in a

fmall boar, we got for trifles near eleven thoufand beaver-fkins, one hundred martins,..

as many otters, and the moft of them within the diftance of twenty leagues : we
ranged the coaft both eaft and weft much further, but eaftward our commodiiies were-

not efteemed, they were fo near the French who afforded them better, with whom the

favages had fuch connnerce that only by trade they made exceeding great voyages,

though they were without the limits of our precintts: during the time we tried thofe

eonclufions, not knowing the coaft, nor lavages' habitations : with thefe furs, the

train oil and cor-nlh, 1 returned for England in the bark, where within fix months

after our departure from the Downs, we fafely arrived back; the beft of this fifti was
fold for five pounds the hundred, the reft by ill ufage betwixt three pounds and fifty

fhillings. The other (hip ftaid to tit herfelf for Spain with the dry fdh which was

fold at Maligo at forty rials the quintal, each hundred weighing two quintals and a

half. But one Thomas Hunt the mafter of this Ihip, (wheti I was gone) thinking to

prevent



2oS smith's new englanu.

prevent that intent I had to make there a plantation, thereby to keep this abounding

country flill in obfcurity, that only he and fome few merchants more might enjoy

wholly the benefit of the trade and profit of this country, betrayed four-and-twenty

of thofe poor favages aboard his fhip, and mofl: diflioneftly and inhumanly for their

kind ufage of me and all our men, carried them with hiru to Maligo, and there for a

little private gain fold thofe filly favages for rials of eight ; but this wild aft kept him
ever after from any more employment to thofe parts. Now becaufe at this time I

had taken a draught of the coaft, and called it New England, yet fo long he and his

conforts drowned that name with the echo of Cannaday, and fome other fhips from

other parts alfo, that upon this good return the next year went thither, that at laft I

prefented this difcourfe with the map, to our Mofl Gracious Prince Charles, humbly
entreating His Highnefs he would pleafe to change their barbarous names for fuch

Englifli as pofterity might fay Prince Charles was their godfather, which for your

better underftanding both of this difcourfe and the map, perufe this fchedule, which

will plainly fhew you the correfpondency of the old names to the new, as His HighneU
earned them.

The old Names.

Cape Cod . . . -

The Harbour at Cape Cod
Chawum - . - -

Accomack . . - -

Sagoquas - . - -

Maflachufet's Mount
MaffiKhufet's River

Totan . - - - -

A great Bay by Cape Anne
Cape Tragabigfanda

Naembeck - - - -

Aggawom - . - -

Smith's Ifles - - - -

PalTataquack - . - -

Accominticus . . -

Saffanow's Mount . - -

Sowocatuck . - - -

Bahanna - _ - -

A good harbour within that Bay
Ancocifcos Mount . - -

Ancocifco . . -

Anmoughcawgen . - .

Kcnebecka - - - -

Sagadahock. - - - .

Pemmyquid _ . - .

Segockct _ _ - .

Mecadacut - . - .

Pennobfcot . - -

Nufket - . - -

The new Names.

Cape James.

Milforth Haven.

Berwick.

Plymouth.

Oxford.

Chevit Hills.

Charles River.

Falmouth.

Briftol.

Cape Anne.
Barnflaple.

Southampton.

Sn>ith's liles.

Hull.

Bofton.

Snowdon Hill.

Ipfwich.

Dartmouth.

Sandwich,

Shuter's Hill.

The Bafe.

Cambridge.

Edinburgh.

Leith.

Saint John's Town.
Norwich.

Dunbarton.

Aberdeen.

Low Mounds.

Thofe



smith's new ENGLAND. 809

Thofe being omitted, I named myfelf

;

The old Names. Tlie new Namei.

Monahlgan ..... Bartie's liles.

Matinack ..... Willoughby's Iflcs.

Metinacas . . - - . liaughton's Ifles.

The reft of the nan'ies in the map, are places that had no names we did know.

But to continue the hiftory fucceedingiy as near with the day and year as may be»

Returning in the bark, as is faid, it was my ill chance to put in at Plymouth, where

imparting thofe my piirpofes to divers I thought my friends, whom as I fuppofed were

interefled in the dead patent of this unregarded country, I was fo encouraged and

allured to have the managing their authority in thofe parts during my life, and fuch

large promifes, that I engaged myfelf to undertake it for them. Arriving at London,

though fome malicious perfous fuggefled there was no fuch matter to be had in that fo

bad abandoned country, for if there had, others could have found it fo well as I ; there-

fore it was to be fufpected I had robbed the Frenchmen in New France or Canada, and

the merchants fet me forth feemed not to regard it
; yet I found fo many promifed me

fuch affiftance, that I entertained Michael Couper the mafter of the bark, that returned

with me and others of the company ; how he dealt with others, or others with him, I

know not ; but my public proceeding gave fuch encouragement, that it became fo well

apprehended by fome few of the Virginia Company, as thofe projefls for fifliing only

was fo well liked, they furniflied Couper with four good fliips to fea, before they at

Plymouth had made any provifion at all for me ; but only a fm^ll bark fet out by them

of the Ifle of Wight. Some of Plymouth, and divers gentlemen of the weft country,

a little before 1 returned from New England, in fearch for a mine of gold about an ifle

called Capawuck, fouthwards from the flioals of Cape James, as they were informed

by a favage called Epenew ; that having deluded them, as it feems, thus to get home,

feeing they kept him as a prifoner in his own country, and before his friends, being a

man of fo great a ftature, he was flievved up and down London for money as a wonder,

and it feems of no lefs courage and authority, than of wit, ftrength, and proportion ;

for fo well he had contrived his bufmefs, as many reported he intended to have fur-

prized the fliip ; but feeing it could not be effected to his liking, before them all he

leaped overboard. Many fhot they made at him, thinking they had flain him, but fo

refolute they were to recover his body, the mafter of the fliip was wounded, and many
of his company ; and thus they loft him, and not knowing more what to do, returned

again to England with nothing, which fo had difcouraged all your weft-country men,

they neither regarded much their promifes, and as little either me or the country, till

they faw the London fiiips gone and me in Plymouth according to my promife, as here-

after fhall be related.

I muft confefs I was beholden to the fetters forth of the four fhips that went with

Couper, in that they offered me that employment if I would accept it ; and I find ftill

. my refufal incurred fome of their difpleafures, whofe love and favour I exceedingly

defired ; and though they do cenfure me oppofite to their proceedings, they fhall yet

ftill in all my words and deeds find, it is their error, not my fault that occafions their

diflike ; for having engaged myfelf in this bufinefs to the weft country, I had been very

diflioneft to have broke my promife, nor will I fpend more time in difcovery or fifh-

ing, till I may go with a company for a plantation ; for 1 know my grounds, yet every

one to whom I tell them, or that read§ this book, cannot put it in pradice, though it

. VOL. xin. E E may
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may help any that hath feenor notfeen to know much of thofe parts ; and though they

endeavour to work me out of my own defigUvS, I will not much envy their fortunes j

but I would be forry their intruding ignorance fliould by their defailments, bring

thofe certainties to doubtfulnefs. So that the bufinefs profper I have my defire, be

it by whomfoever that are true fubjefts to our King and country : the good of my
country is that I feek, and there is more than enough for all, if they could be con-

tented.

New England is that part of America in the ocean fea, oppofite to Nova Albion in

the fouth lea, difcovered by the moil memorable Sir Francis Drake in his voyage about

the world, in regard whereof this is flyled New England, being in the fame latitude

New France of it is northward, fouthward is Virginia, and all the adjoining continent

with New Granada, New Spain, New Andalufia, and the Wefllndies. Nowbecaufe

I have been fo oft afked fuch ftrange queftions of the goodnefs and greatnefs of thofe

fpacious tra£ls of land, how they can be thus long unknown, or not polTeffed by the

Spaniards, and many fuch like demands ; I entreat your pardon if I chance to be too

plain or tedious in relating my knowledge for plain men's fatisfaftion.

Florida is the next adjoining to the Indies, which unprofperoufly was attempted to be

planted by the French, a country far bigger than England, Scotland, France and Ire-

land, yet little known lo any Chrillian, but by the wonderful endeavours of Ferdinando

de Soto, a valiant Spaniard, whofe writings in this age is the beft guide known to fearch

thofe parts.

Virginia is no ifle, as many do imagine, but part of the continent adjoining to Florida,

whofe bounds may be Itretched to the magnitude thereof, without offence to any

Chriftian inhabitant, for from the degrees of thirty to forty-eight. His Majelly hath now
enlarged his letters patent. The coalt extending fouth-we(i and north-eait about fixtcen

pr feventeen hundred miles, but to follow it aboard, the fhoremay well be three thou-

fand miles at the leaft ; of which tvi^enty miles is the mofl gives entrance into the Bay
of Chefapcak, where is the London plantation, within which is a country, as you may
perceive by the map, of that little I difcovered, may well fuflice three hundred thou-

fand people to inhabit ; but of it, and the difcoveries of Sir Ralph Laine and Mr.

Heriot, Captain Gofnold, and Captain Waymouth, they have writ fo largely, that

pofterity may be bettered by the fruits of their labour. But for divers others that have

ranged thofe parts fince, efpecially this country now called New England, within a

kenning fometimes of the fliore ; fonie touching in one place, fome in another ; I mufl

entreat them pardon me for omitting them, or if I oOend in faying, that their true

defcriptions were concealed, or never were well obferved, or died with the authors,

fo that the coaft is yet ftill but even as a coafl unknown and undifcovered. I have

had fix or fcven fcveral plots of thofe northern parts, fo unlike each to other, or re-

fcmblance of the country, as they did me no more good than fo much wafte paper,

thoufrh they cofl me more ; it may be it was not my chance to fee the befl : but left

others may be deceived as I was, or through dangerous ignorance hazard themfelves as

I did, 1 have drawn a map from point to point, ille to ifle, and harbour to harbour,

with the foundings, funds, rocks, and land-marks, as I palTcd clofe aboard the fliore

in a little boat ; although there be many things to be obferved, which the halte of other

aflairs did caufe me to omit : for being font more to get prefent commodities, than

knowledge of any difcoveries for any future good, I had not power to fearch as I

would
;
yet it will lerve to dircft any flrall go that way to fafe harbours and the favages

habitations ; what merchandize and commodities for their labours they may find, this

following difcourfe fhall plainly demonftrate.

Thus
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Thus you may fee of thefe three thoufand miles more than half is yet unknown to

any purpofe, no not fo much as the borders of the fea are yet certainly difcovered : as

for the goddnefs and true fubftance of the land, we are for moft part yet altogether

ignorant of them, unlefs it be ihofe parts about the Bay of Chefapoakand Sagadahock,
but only here and there where we have touched or feen a little, the edges of thofe large

dominions which do flretch themfelvcs into the main, God doth know how many thou-

fand miles, whereof we can yet no more judge, than a flranger that faileth b^lwixt

England and France, can defcribe the harbours and dangers by landing here or t"liere

in fome river or bay, tell thereby the goodnefs and liibftance of Spain, Italy, Germany,
Bohemia, Hungary, and the reft ; nay, there are many have lived forty years in Lon*
don, and yet have fcarce been ten miles out of the city : fo are there many have been
In Virginia many years, and in New England many times, that do know little more
than the place they do inhabit, or the port where they fifhed ; and when they come
home, they will undertake they know all Virginia and New England, as if they were
but two parifhes or little iflands. By this you may perceive how much they err, that

think every one that hath been in Virginia or New England, underftandeth or knoweth
what either of them are ; or that the Spaniards know one half quarter of thofe large

territories they poflefs ; no, not fo much as the true circumference of Terra Incognita,
'

whofe large dominions may equalize the goodnefs and greatnefs of America for any
thing yet known. It is ftrange with what fmall power he doth range in the Eaft Indies,

and few will underftand the truth of his ftrength in America ; where having fo much
to keep with fuch a pampered force, they need not greatly fear his fury in Sommer
Ifles, Virginia, or New England, beyond whoi'e bounds America doth ftretch many
thoufand miles. Into the frozen parts whereof, one Mr. Hutfon an Englifli mariner,
did make the greateft difcovery of any Chriftian I know, where he unfortunately

was left by his cowardly company, for his exceeding deferts, to end and die a mofl:

miferable death.

For Africa, had not the induftrious Portuguefe ranged her unknown parts, who
would have fought for wealth amongfl; thofe fried regions of black brutifh negroes,
where notwithftanding all their wealth and admirable adventures and endeavours more
than one hundred and forty years, they know not one-third part of thofe black habita*

tions. But it is not a work for every one to raataage fuch an affair, as make a difco-

very and plant a colony ; it requires all the beft parts of art, judgment, courage,
honefty, conftancy, diligence, and induftry, to do but near well ; fome are more
proper for one thing than another, and therein beft to be employed ; and nothing-

breeds more confufion than mifplacing and mifemploying men in their undertakings.

Columbus, Cortes, Pizarro, Zoto, Magilanus, and the reft ferved more than an
apprenticefliip to learn how to begin their moft memorable attempts in the Weft Indies,

which, to the wonder of all ages, fuccefsfully they efiedled, when many hundreds of
others, far above them in the world's opinion, being inftrqi^led but by relation, came to

(hame and confufion in attions of fmall moment, who doubtlefs in other matters were
both wife, difcreet, generous and courageous. I fay not this to detract any thing

from their incomparable merits, but to anfwer thofe queftionlefs queftions, that keep
us back from imitating the worthinofs of their brave fpirits, that advanced themfelves

from poor foldiers to great captains, their pofterity to great lords, their King to bo one
of the greateft potentates on earth, and the fruits of their labours his greateft power,
glory, and renown.

B E a Tk
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T/je Dcfcripiion of New England.

THAT part we call New England is betwixt the degrees of forty-one and forty-

five, the very mean betwixt the north pole and the line ; but that part tiiis difcourfe

fpeaketh of, flretcheth but from Penobfcot to Cape Cod, feme feventy-five leagues

by a right line diftant each frotn other ; within which bounds I have feen at leafl: forty

feveral habitations upon the fea coafl, and founded about five-and twenty excellent

good harbours, in many whereof there is anchorage for five hundred fail of fliips of any
burden ; in fome of them for one thoufand, and more than two hundred illes over-

grown with good timber of divers forts of wood, which do make fo many harbours,

as required a longer time than I had to be well obferved.

The principal habitation northward we were at, was Penobfcot : fouthward along the

eoafl: and up the rivers, we found Mecadacut, Segocket, Pemaquid, Nufcoucus,

Sagadahock, Aumoughcovvgen, and Kenebeke ; and to thofe countries belong' the

people of Segotago, Paghhuntanuck, PocopaiTum, Taughtanakagnet, Warhigganus,

Nafiiiquc, Maflierofqueck, Wawrigweck, Moflioquen, Wakccgo, Pafliaranack, ^c.

To thefe are allied in confederacy, the countries of Ancocifco, Accomynticus, Paflata-

quack, Aggawom, and Naemkeck : all thefe for any thing 1 could perceive, differ

little in language, fafhion, or government, though nioft of them be lords of thein-

felves, yet they hold the Balhabes of Penobfcot the chief and greatefl amongft

them.

The next I can remember by name, are Mattahunts, two pleafant ifles of groves,

gardens, and corn fields a Icagte in the fea from the n-iain. Then Totant, Maffachu-

let, Topent, Secaffaw, Totheet, Nafnocomacack, Accomack, Chawum, Patuxet,

Waffafoyts, Pakanokick ; then Cape Cod, by which is Pawmet and the ille Nawfet,

of the language and alliance of them of Chawum ; the others arc called Maffachufcts,

and differ fomewhat in language, cuftom, and condition : tor their trade and mer-

chandize, to each of their principal families or habitatio'ns, they have divers towns and

people belonging, and by their relations and defcriptions, more than twenty feveral

habitations and rivers that flretch themfelves far into the country, even to the borders

of divers great lakes, where they kill and take moft of their otters from Penobfcot to

Sagadahoc. This coafl is mountainous, and ifles of huge rocks, but overgrown for

mofl part with moft forts of excellent good woods, for building houfcs, boats, barks

or fhips, with an incredible abundance of moft forts of fifli, much fowl, and fundry

forts of good fruits for man's ufe.

Betwixt Sagadahock and Sowocatuck, there is but two or three fandy bays, but

betwixt that and Cape James very many ; efpecially the coaft of the Maffachufcts is fo

indifferently mixed with high clay or fandy clifts in one place, and the trafts of

large long ledges of divers lorts, and quarries offtones in other places, fo ftrangcly di-

vided with tinftured veins of divers colours ; as free-ftone for building, flate for tiling,

fmooth ftone to make furnaces and foi-ges for glafs and iron, and iron ore fufficient

conveniently to melt in them ; but the moft part fo refemblcth the coaft of Devon-
fhiie, I think moft of the clifts would make fuch lime-ftone ; if they be not of thefe

qualities, they are fo like they may deceive a better judgment than mine : all which

are fo near adjoining to thole other advantages I oblcrvcd in thefe parts, that if the ore

prove as good iron and fteel in thofe parts as I know it is within the bounds of the coun-

try, 1 dare engage my head (having but men fliilful to work the fimplcs there growing)

to have all things belonging to the building and rigging of fhips of any proportion and

8 good
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good merchr.ndize for their freight, within a fquare of ten or fourteen leagues, and it

were no hard matter to prove it within a Icfs limitation.

And furely by reafcn of thofe Tandy ciitts and elites of rocks, both which we faw fo

planted with gardens and corn fields, and fo well inhabited with a goodly, (Irong, and
well-proportioned people, befides the greatnefs of the timber growing on them, the

greatnefs of the filh, and the moderate temper of the air (for of five-and-forty not a

man was fick but two, that were many years difeafed before they went, notwithftand-

ing our bad lodging and accidental diet), who can but approve this a mofl excellent

place, both for heahh and fertility : and of all the four parts of the world I have yet

feen not inhabited, could I have but means to tranfport a colony, I would ra'her hve

here than any where ; and if it did not maintain itfelf, were we but once indifferently

well fitted, let us ftarve.

The main ftaple from hence to be extraded for the prefent, to produce the reft, is

fifh, which howbeit may feeni a mean and a bafe cotnmodiiy. yet who will but truly

take the pains and confider the fequel, I think will allow it well worth the labour. It is

ftrange to fee, what great adventures the hopes of fetting forth men of war to rob the

induitrious innocent would procure, or fuch malfy promifes in grofs, though more are

choaked than well fed by fuch hafty hopes. But who doth not know that the poor

Hollanders, chiefly by fifliing at a great charge and labour in all weathers in the open fea,

are made a people fo hardy and iuduftrious, and by the venting this poor commodity
to the Eafterlings for as mean, which is wood, flax, pitch, tar, re fin, cordage, and
fuch like, which they exchange again to the French, Spaniards, Portugueze, and
Englifh, &c. for what they want, are made fo mighty, ftrong, and rich, as no ftate but

Venice, of twice their magnitude, is fowell furnifhed with fo many fair cities, goodly

towns, ftrong fortreifes, and that abundance of fliipping and all forts of nierchandize,

as well of gold, filver, pearls, diamonds, precious ftones, filks, velvets, and cloth

of gold, as fifli, pitch, wood, or fuch grofs commodities? What voyages and difco-

veries, eaft and weft, north and fouth, yea, about the world, make they ? What an
army by fea and land have they long maintained, in defpite of one of the greateft

princes of the world ; and never could the Spaniard, with all his mines of gold and
filver, pay his debts, his friends, and army, half fo truly as the Hollanders ftill have

done by this contemptible trade of fifh. Divers (I know) may alledge many other

affiftances; but tiiis is the chiefeft mine, and the fea the fource of thofe filver ftreams

of all their virtue, which hath made them now the very miracle of induftry, the only

pattern of perfection for thefe affairs ; and the benefit of fifhing is that primum mobile

that turns all their fpheres to this height, of plenty, ftrength, honour, and exceeding

great admiration.

Herring, cod, and ling is that triplicity that makes their weahh and fliipping multi-

plicity fuch as it is ; and from which (few would think it) they ihould draw fo many
millions yearly as they do, as more in particular in the trials of New England you-
may fee ; and fuch an incredible number of fhips, that breeds them fo many failers,

mariners, foldiers, and merchants, never to be wrought out of that trade, and fit for

any other. I will not deny but others may gain as well as they that will ufe it, though
not fo certainly nor fo much in quantity, for want of experience ; and this herring they

take upon the coaft of England and Scotland, their cod and ling upon the coaft of
Iceland and in the North feas, if we confider what gains the Hamburghans, the Bif-

cayners, and the French make by fifliing ; nay, but how many tl^iufands this fifty or
fixty years have been maintained by Newfoundland, where they take nothing but final!

cod whereof the greateft they make cor-filh, and the reft is hard dried, which we call

poor-
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poor-john, would amaze a man with wonder. If then from all thofe parts fuch pains

is taken for this poor gain of fifh, efpecially by the Hollanders, that hath but little

of their own, for building of {hips and fetting them to fea ; but at the fecond, third,

fourth, or fifth hand, drawn from fo many parts of the world ere they come together

to be ufed in thofe voyages: if thefe (I fayj can gain, why fliould we more doubt

than they ; but do much better, that may have nioft of all thofe things at our doors

for taking and making, and here are no hard landlords to rack us with high rents, or

extorting fines, nor tedious pleas in law to confume us with their many years difputa-

tion for juftice; no multitudes to occafion fuch impediments to good order as in

popular ftates : fo freely hath God and His Majefly beflowed thofe bleffings on them
will attempt to obtain them, as here every man be mafter of his own labour and land,

or the greateft part (if His Majefiy's royal meaning be not abufed), and if he have

nothing but his hands, he may fet up his trade; and by induflry quickly grow rich,

fpending but half that time well, which in England we abufe in idlenefs, worfe, or as

ill. Here is ground as good as any lieth in the height of forty-one, forty-two, forty-

three. Sec, which is as temperate and as fruitful as any other parallel in the world.

As for example, on this fide the line, well: of it in the South Sea, is Nova Albion,

difcovered, as is faid, by Sir Francis Drake : eafl from if is the moft temperate part of

Portugal, the ancient kingdoms of Galicia, Bifcay, Navarre, Arragon, Catalonia,

Caltillia the Old, and the mofl moderate of Callillia the New, and Valencia, which is

the greateft part of Spain, which, if the hiftories be true, in the Roman's time

abounded no lefs with gold and filver mines, than now the Weft Indies, the Romans
then ufing the Spaniards to v/ork in thofe mines, as now the Spaniards do the Indians.

In France, the provinces of Gafcony, Languedock, Avignon, Provence, Dauphiny,

Pyamont, and Turenne, are in the fame parallel, which are the beft and richeft parts

of France. In Italy the provinces of Genoa, Lombardy, and Verona, with a great

part of the moft famous ftate of Venice, the dukedoms of Bononia, Mantua, Fer-

rara, Ravenna, Bolognia, Florence, Pifa, Sienna, Urbina, Ancona, and the ancient

city and country of Rome, with a great part of the kingdom of Naples. In Scla-

vonia, Iftria and Dalmatia, with the kingdoms of Albania. In Grecia, thofe famous

kingdoms of Macedonia, BuUulgaria, Thefialia, Thracia, or Romania, where is feated

the moft pleafant and plentiful city in Europe, Gonftantinople.

In Afia, in the fame latitude, are the temperateft parts of Natolia, Armenia, Perfia,

and China, befides divers other large countries and kingdoms in thofe moft mild and
temperate regions of Afia. Southward in the fame heiglit is the richeft of gold mines.

Chili and Baldinia, and the mouth of the great river Plate, &c., for all the reft of

the world in that height is unknown. Befides thefe reafons, mine own eyes that have

feen a great part of thofe cities and their kingdoms (as well as it) can find no advantage

they have in nature but this, they are beautified by the long labour and diligence of

induftrious people and art ; this is only as God made it when he created the world :

therefore I conclude, if the heart and entrails of thofe regions were fought, if their

land were cultured, planted, and manured by men of induftry, judgment, and expe-

rience ; what hope is there, or what need they doubt, having the advantages of the

fea, but it might equalize any of thefe famous kingdoms in all commodities, plea-

fures, and conditions, feeing even the very hedges do naturally afford us fuch plenty,

as no fliip need return away empty, and only ufe but the feafon of the fea-fifli will return

an honefl gain, befides all other advantages, her treafurcs having yet never been opened,

jior her originals, wafted, confumed, nor abufed.

And whereas it is faid the Hollanders fcrve the Eafterlings themfelves, and other

7 parts
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parts that want, with herring, h'ng, and wet cod ; the Eaflerlings, a great part of Europe
with (lurgeon and caviare, as the Black Sea doth Grccia, PoJolia, Segovia, Natolia,

and the Hellefpont. Cape Blank, Spain, Portugal, and the Levant with mullet and
puttargo. Newfoundland, the mofl part of the chief fouthern ports in Europe with

a thin poor-john, which hath been fo long fo much overlaid with fifliers, as the fifh-

ing decayeth, fo that many oft times are conffrained to return with a fmall freight.

Norway and Poland affords pitch and tar, marts and yards ; Sweden and Ruflia, iron

and ropes ; France and Spain, canvas, wine, ftecl, iron, and oil ; Italy and Greece,
fdks and fruits. I dare boldly fay, becaufe I have feen naturally growing or breeding

in thofe part« the fame materials that all thcfe are made of, they may as well be had
here, or the moft part of them, within the dillance of fcventy leagues for fome few
ages, as from all thofe parts, ufing but the fame means to have them that they do

;

but furoly in Virginia their mofl tender and daintiefl fruits or commodities would be
as perfect as theirs, by reafon of the heat, if not in New England, and with all ihofe

advantages.

Firlt, the ground is fo fertile, that queflionlefs it is capable of producing any grain,

fruits, or feeds you will fow or plant, growing in the regions aforenamed ; but it may
not be to that perfedion of delicacy, becaufe the fummer is not fo hot, and the winter

is more cold in thofe parts we have yet tried near the fea-fide, than we find in the fame
height in Europe or Afia; yet I made a garden upon the top of a rocky ifle, in three-

and-forty degrees and an half,four leagues from the main in May, that grew fo well, as it

ferved us for fallads in June and July. All forts of cattle may here be bred and fed in

the ifles or peninfulas fecurely for nothing. In the interim, till they increafe (if need
be) obferving the feafons, I durft undertake to have corn enough from the favages for

three hundred men, for a fevi^ trifles; and if they fliould be untoward, as it is moft certain

they will, thirty or forty good men will be fufficient to bring them all in fubjeflion,

and make this provifion, if they underftand what to do ; two hundred whereof may
eight or nine months in the year be employed in helping the fifhermen, till the reft

provide other necellaries, fit to furnifli us with other commodities.

In March, April, May, and half June, here is cod in abundance ; in May, Tune,
July, and Auguft, mullet and fturgeon, whofe roes does make caviary and puttargo,

herring if any defire them ; I have taken many out of the bellies of cods^ fome in nets
;

but the favages compare the ftore in the fea with the hairs of their heads ; and furely

there are an incredible abundance upon this coail. In the end of Auguft, September,
Oftober, and November, you may have cod again to make core-fifti or poor-john : hake
you may have when the cod fails in fummer, if you will fifti in the night, which is

better than cod. Now each hundred you take here is as good as two or three hun-
dred in Newfoundland ; fo that half the labour in hooking, fplitting and towing is faved :

and you may have your fifh at what market you will, before they have any in New-
foundland, where their fidiing is chiefly but in June and July, where it is here
in March, April, May, September, O^ober, and November, as is faid ; fo that

by reafon of this plantation, the merchants may have their freight both oat and home,
which yield an advantage worth confideration. Your core fiih you may in like manner
tranfport as you fee caufe, to ferve the ports in Portugal, as Lifbon, Avera, Porta-Port,

and divers others (or what market you pleafe), before your iflanders rerurn : they
being tied to the feafon in the open fea, and you having a double feafon, and fiftiino-

before your doors, may every night fleep quietly afhore with good cheer,'and what fires

you will, or when you pleafe, with your wives and family: they only and their fliips

in the main ocean, that muft carry and contain all they ufe, befides their freight. The
mullets here are in that abundance you may take them with nets foraetimes by hun-

dreds,.
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dreds, where at Cape Blank they hook them
;

yet thofe are but a foot and a half in

length ; thefe two, tiiree, or four, as oft I have meafured, which makes me fufped they

are fome other kind of fifli, though they feeni the fame, boih in fafliion and good-

nefs. Much falmon fome have found up the rivers as they have paffed, and here the air

is fo temperate as all thefe at any time may be preferved. Now, young boys and girls,

lavages, or any other, be they never fuch idlers, may turn, carry, or return a fifh,

without either fliame, or any great pain : he is very idle, that is paft twelve years of

age, and cannot do fo much ; and fhe is very old, that cannot fpin a thread to make
engines to catch a fifli.

For their tranfportation, the fhips that go there to fifh may tranfport the firfl: ; who
for their paffhge will fpare the charge of double manning their fliips, which they mufl:

do in Newfoundland to get their freight ; but one -third part of that company are only

proper to ferve a ftage, carry a barrow, and turn poor-john ; notwithftanding, they

mufl: have meat, drink, clothes, and paifage, fo well as the reft. Now all I defire is

but this, that thofe that voluntarily will fend fhipping, fliould make here the befl

choice they can, or accept fuch as fhall be prefented them to ferve them at that rate :

and their fhips returning, leave fuch with me, with the value of that they fhould receive

coming home, in fuch provifions and neceffary tools, arms, bedding, apparel, fait, nets,

hooks, lines, and fuch like, as they fpare of the remainings ; who till the next return

may keep their boats, and do them many other profitable offices. Provided, I have

men of ability to teach them their funftjons, and a company, fit for foldiers to be ready

upon any occafion, becaufe of the abufes that have been offered the poor favages, and

the liberty that both French and Englifli, or any that will, have to deal with them as

they pleafe ; whofe diforders will be hard to i-eform, and the longer the worfe.

Now fuch order with facility might be taken, with every port,, town, or city, with free

power to convert the benefit of their freights to what advantage they pleafe, and in-

creafe their numbers as they fee occafion, who ever as they are able to fubfift of them-

felves, may begin the new towns in New England, in memory of their old

:

which freedom being confined but to the nccelTity of the general good, the

event (with God's help) might produce an honeft, a noble, and a profitable

emulation.

Salt upon fait may affuredly be made, if not at the firfl in ponds, yet till they be pro-

vided this may be ufed : then the fliips may tranfport kine, horfe, goats, coarfe cloth,

and fuch commodities as we want ; by whofe arrival may be made that provifion of fifh

to freight the fliips that they flay not ; and then if the failors go for wages, it matters

not, it is hard if this return defray not the charge : but care muft be had they arrive

in the fpring, or elfe that provifion be made for them againfl winter. Of certain red

berries called kermes, which is worth ten fliillings the pound, but of thefe have been

fold for thirty or forty fliillings the pound, may yearly be gathered a good quantity.

Of the muflirat may be well raifcd gains worth their labour, that will endeavour to

make trial of their goodncfs. Of beavers, otters, and martins, black foxes, and furs

of price, may yearly be had fix or feven thoufand, and if the trade of the French were

prevented, many more : twenty-five thoufand this year were brought from thofe

northern parts into France, of which trade we may have as good part as the Frefich, if

we take good courfes. Of mities of gold and filver, copper, and probabilities of lead,

cryflal and allum, I could fay much, if relations were good afliiranccs ; it is true in-

deed, I made many trials according to the inflrudions 1 had, which doth perfuade me
•I need not defpair but that there are metals in the country ; but I am no alchymiff,

nor will promife more than I know : which is, who will undertake the reftifying of

an iron forge, if thofe that buy meat and drink, coals, ore, and all necelfaries at a
dear
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dear rate, gain, where all thefe things are to be had for taking up, in my opinion,

-cannot lofe.

Of woods, feeing there is fuch plenty of all forts, if thofe that build fliips and boats

buy wood at fo great a price as it is in England, Spain, France, and Hulland, and all

other provifions for the noiirifhinent of man's life, live well by their trade ; when la-

bour isall required to take thefe neceflaries, without any other tax, what hazard will

be here but to do much better, and what commodity in Europe doth more decay than
wood ? for the goodnefs of the ground, let us take it fertile or barren, or as it is, feeing

it is certain it bears fruits to nourifli and feed man and beafl: as well as England, and
the fea thofe feveral forts of fifhes I have related : thus feeing all good things for

man's fuftenance may with this facility be had by a little extraordinary labour, till that

tranfported be increafed, and all neceffaries for fhipping only for labour, to which may
be added the afiiftance of the favages, which may eafily be had, if they be difcreetly

handled in thtir kinds, towards fifliing, planting, and deftroying woods, what gains

might be raifcd if this were followed (when there is but once men to fill your ftore-

houfes dwelling there, you may ferve all Europe better and far cheaper than can the

ifland fifliers, or the Hollanders, Cape Blank, or Newfoundland, who mufl: be at much
more charge than you) may eafily be conjedured by this example.

Two thoufand will fit out a fhip of 200 tons, and one of 100 tons, if of the dry fifh

they both make freight, that of 200, and go for Spain, fell it but at ten fhillings aquintal,

but commonly it gives fifteen or twenty, efpecially when it cometh firft, which amounts
to 3 or 4000I., but fay but ten, which isthe loweft, allowing the reft for wafte, it amounts
at that rate to 2000I., which is the v^hole charge of your two (hips and the equipage,

then the return of the money and the freight of the fhip for the vintage or any other

voyage is clear gain, with your fhip of 100 tons of train oil and cor-fifli, befides

the beavers and other commodities, and that you may have at home within fix months,
if God pleafe to fend but an ordinary paflage ; then faving half this charge by the not
flaying of your fliips, your victuals, overplus of men and wages, with her freight thither

with neceflaries for the planters, the fait being there made, as alfo niay the nets and
lines vi'ithin a fliort time ; if nothing may be expefted but this, it might in time
equaUze your Hollanders' gains, if not exceed them, having their freights always ready
againft the arrival of the fhips, this would fo increafe our fliipping and failors, and fo

encourage and employ a great part of our idlers and others that want employment
fitting their qualities at home, where they fhame to do that they would do abroad, that

could they but once tafie the fweet fruits of their own labour, doubtlefs many thou-

fands would be advifed by good difcipline to take more pleafure in honefl induftry

than in their humours ofdiflblute idlenefs.

But to return a little more to the particulars of this country, which I intermingle thus

with my projects and reafons, not being fo fufficiently yet acquainted in thofe parts, to

write fully the eftate of the fea, the air, the land, the fruits, their rocks, the people, the

government, religion, territories, limitations, friends and foes; but as I gathered from
their niggardly relations in a broken language, during the time I ranged thofe countries,

&c. the moft northern part I was at, was the bay of Pennobfcot, which is eaft and weft,

north and fouth, more than ten leagues : but fuch were my occafions, I was conftrained

to be fatisfied of them I found in the bay, that the river ran far up into the land, and
was well inhabited with many people, but they were from their habitations, either

fifliing amongft the ifles, or hunting the lakes and woods for deer and beavers : the bay
is full of great ifles of one, two, fix or eight miles in length, which divides it into many
fair and excellent good harbours. On the eaft of it arc the Tarrentines, their mortal

VOL. xiii. f F enemies*
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enemies, where inhabit the French, as they report, that live with thofe people as one
nation or family ; and northwefl; of Pennobfcot is Mecaddacut, at the foot of a high

mountain, a kind of fortrefs againft the Tarrentines, adjoining to the high niountains of

Pennobfcot, againft whofe feet doth beat the fc;a ; but over all the land, iiles, or other

impediments, you may well fee them fourteen or eighteen leagues from their fituation.

Segocket is the next, then Nuflvoucus, Pemmaquid, and Sagadahcck : up this river,

where was the weftern plantation, are Aumoughcawgen, Kinnebeke, and divers others,

where are planted fome corn fields. Along this river, thirty or forty miles, I faw no-

thing but great high clifts of barren rocks overgrown with wood, but where the favages

dwell there the ground is excellent fait, and fertile. Weflward of this river is the

country of AucocifcOjin the bottom of a large deep bay, full of many great iiles which

divides it into many good harbours. Sawocotuck is the next, in the edge of a large

fandy bay, which hath many rocks and ifles, but few good harbours, but for barks I yet

know; but all this coaft to Pennobfcot, and as far as I could fee eaft ward of it, is

nothing but fuch high craggy clifty rocks and ftony ifles, that I wonder fuch great trees

could grow upon fo hard loundations. It is a country rather to affright than delight

one, and how to defcribe a more plain fpectacle ol defolation, or more barren, I know
not; yet are thofe rocky ifles fo furnilhed with good woods, fprings, fruits, fifiiand fowl,

and the fea the firangeil filh-pond I ever faw, that it makes me think, though the coaft

be rocky and thus affrightable, the vallies and plains and interior parts may well not-

withftanding be very fertile. But there is no country fo fertile hath not fome part

barren, and New-England is great enough to make niany kingdoms and countries, were

it all inhabited. As you pafs the coaft itill weftward, Accominticus and Paflataquack are

two convenient harbours for fmall barks ; and a good country within their craggy clifts.

Augoan is the next : this place might content a right curious judgment, but there are

many fands at the entrance of the harbour, and the worlt is, it is embayed too far from
the deep fea ; here are many rifmg hills, and on their tops and defcents are many corn

fields and delightful groves : on the eaft is an ifle of two or three leagues in length, the

one-half plain marfh ground, fit for pafture or fait ponds, with many fair high groves

of mulberry-trees and gardens ; there is alfo oaks, pines, walnuts, and other wood to

make this place an excellent habitation, being a good and fafe harbour.

Naicmkeck, though it be more rocky ground, for Augoan is fandy, not much infe-

rior neither for the harbour.nor any thing I could perceive but the multitude of people:

from hence doth ftretch into the fea the fair head-land Tragabigzanda, now called Cape
Anne, fronted with the three ifles we called the Three Turks Heads ; to the north of this

doth enter a great bay, where we found fome habitations and corn fields, they report a
fair river,ancl at leaft thirty habitations dothpoflTefs this country. But becaufe the French
had got their trade, I had no leifure to difcover it : the ifles of IVIattahunts are on the

weft lideof this bay, where are many ifles and fome rocks that appear a great height

above the water like the pyramids in iEgypt, and amongft them many good harbours,

and then the country of the Mafll'achufets, which is the paradifc of all thofe parts, for

here are many ifles planted with corn, groves, mulberries, falvage gardens and good
harbours ; the coaft is for the moft part high clay fandy clifts, the fea coaft as you pafs

flicws you all along large corn fields, and great troops of well-proportioned people :

but the French having remained here near fix weeks, left nothuig for us to take occafion

to examine the inhabitants relations, viz. if there be three thoufand people upon thofe

ifles, and that the river doth pierce many days journey the entrails of that country : we
found the people in thofe parts very kind, but in their fury no lefs valiant, for upon a

quarrel we fought with forty or fifty of them, till they had fpent all their arrows, and

7 tlien
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then we took fix or feven of their canoes, which towards the evening they ranfomed

for beavcr-lkins, and at Ouonahafit falling out there but with one of them, he with three

others croll'ed the harbour iu a canoe to certain rocks whereby wc mufl pafs, and there

let fly their arrows for our fiiot, till we were out of danger, yet one of them was flain,

and another (hot through his thigh.

Then come you to Accomacke, an excellent good harbour, good land, and no

want of any thing but induftrious people : after much kindnefs, we fought alfo with

them, though fome were hurt, fome flain, yet within an hour after they became
friends. Cape Cod is the next prefents itfelf, which is only a headland of higli hills,

overgrown v.ith fiirubby pines, hurts and fiich ti-afli, but an excellent harbour for all

weathers. This cape is made by the main fea on the one fide, and a great bay on
the other in form of a fickle ; on it doth inhabit the people of Paw met, and in the

bottom of the bay them of Chawuni ; towards the fouth and fouth-wefl; of this Cape
is found a long and dangerous flioal of rocks and fand, but fo far as I incirclcd it, I

found thirty fathoms water and a ftrong current, which makes me think there is a

channel about this flioal, where is the beft and greateft fifh to be had winter and
fummer in all the country; but the favages Aiy there is no channel, but that the flioals

begin from the main at Pav.-met to the ifle of Nawfet, and fo extends beyond their

knowledge into the fea. The next to this is Capawucke, and thofe abounding coun*

tries of copper, corn, people, and minerals, which I went to difcover this lafl year,

but becaufe I mifcarried by the way I will leave them till God pleafe I have better

acquaintance with them.

The Malfachufets, they report, fometimes have wars with the Bafliabes of Pennob-
fcot, and are not always friends with them, of Chawum and their alliance; but now
they are all friends, and have each trade with other fo far as they have fociety on each

other's frontiers, for they make no fuch voyages as from Pennobfcot to Cape Cod,
feldom to r\Iafl"achufet, In the north, as 1 have faid, they have begun to plant corn,

whereof the fouth part hath fuch plenty as they have what they will from them of
the north ; and in the whiter, much more plenty of fifli and fowl; but both winter and
fummer hiith it in one part or other all the year, bemg the mean and moft indifferent

temper betwixt heat and cold, of all the regions betwixt the line and the pole ; but

the furs northward are much better, and in much more plenty than fouthvvard.

The remarkablefl; ifles and mountains for land-marks are thefe : the highefl: ifle is

Sorico in the bay of Pennobfcot, but the three ifles, and the ifles of Matinack are

much further in the fea : Metynacus is alfo three plain ifles, but many great rocks

:

Monahigan is a round high ifle, and clofe by it Monanis, betwixt which is a fmall

harbour where we rid ; in Dameril's Ifles is fuch another, Sagadahocke is known by
Satquin, and four or five ifles in their mouth. Smith's Ifles are a heap together, none
near them againft Accomintycus : the Three Turks Heads are three ifles, feen far to

feaward in regard of the headland. The chief headlands are only Cape Tragabigzanda
and Cape Cod, now called Cape James and Cape Anne.
The chief mountains, them of Pennobfcot, the twinkling mountain of Acocifco, the.

great mountain of Safl'anow, and the high mountain of Maifachufet ; each of which
you fliall find in the map, their places, form, and altitudes. The waters are moft
pure, proceeding from the entrails of rocky mountains ; the herbs and fruits are of
many forts and kinds, as alkcrmes, currants, mulberries, vines, refpifes, goofeberries,-

plumbs, walnuts, chefnuts, fn-.all nuts, pumpeons, gourds, flrawberrics, beans, peas,

and maize ; a kind or t vo of flax, wherewith they make nets, lines, and ropes, both*

fmall and great, very ftrong for their quantities.

F F 2 Oak
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Oak is the chief wood, of which there is great difference, in regard of the foil where
it growcth, fir, pine, walnut, chefnut, birch, afli, elm, cyprefs, cedar, mulberry, plumb-

tree, hazel, faffefras, and many other forts.

Eagles, grips, divers forts of hawks, cranes, geefe, brants, cormorants, ducks,

cranes, fwans, Iheldrakes, teal, mews, gulls, turkics, dive-doppers, and many other

forts whofe names I know not.

Whales, grompus, porkpifces, turbst, flurgeon, cod, hake, haddock, cole, cufk or

fmall ling, fhark, mackarel, herring, mullet, bafe, pinnacks, cunners, perch, eels, crabs,

lobfters, mufcles, wilks, oyrters, clamps, periwinkles, and divers others, kc.

Moos, a bead bigger than a ftag, deer red and fallow, beavers, wolves, foxes both

black and other, aroughcunds, wild cats, bears, otters, martins, fitches, mufquaffus,

and divers other forts of vermin whofe names I know not : all thefe and divers other

good things do here for want of ufe ftill increafe and decreafe with little diminution,

whereby they grow to that abundance, you (hall fcarce find any bay, niallow, fliore or

cove of fand, where you may not take many clamps or lobflers, or both, at your plea-

fure, and in many places load your boat if you pleafe ; nor ifles where you find not

fruits, birds, crabs, and mufcles, or all of them ; for taking at a low water cod, cufk,

hoUibut, fcate, turbef., mackarel, or fuch like, are taken plentifully in divers fandy

bays, (lore of mullet, bafes, and divers other forts of fuch excellent fi(h as many as

their net can hold : no river where there is not plenty of flurgeon, or falmon, or

both, all which are to be had in abundance obferving but their feafons : but if a man
will go at Chriftmas to gather cherries in Kent, though there be plenty in fummer,

he may be deceived ; lb here thefe plenties have each their feafons, as I have

expreffed ; we for the moft part had little but bread and vinegar, and though the

mofl part of July when the fifliing decayed, they wrought all day, lay abroad in the

ifles all night, and lived on what they found, yet were not fick : but I would wifh

none long put himfelf to fach plunges, except neceffity conflrain it : yet worthy is

that perfon to flarve that here cannot live if he have fenfc, flrength, and health, for

there is no fuch penury of thefe bleffings in any place but that one hundred men
may in two or three hours make their provifions for a day; and he that hath experience

to manage thefe affairs with forty or thirty honeft induftrious men, might well under-

take (if they dwell in thefe parts) to fubject the favages, and feed daily two or three

hundred men with as good com, fifh and flefh as the earth hath of thofe kinds, and

yet make that labour but their pleafure, provided that they have engines that be

proper for their pui'pofes. Who can defire more content that hath fmall means, or

but only his merit to advance his fortune, than to tread and plant that ground he

hath purchafed by the hazard of his life ; if he have but the tafle of virtue and mag-
nanimity, what to fuch a mind can be more pleallmt than planting and building a

foundation for his pofferity, got from the rude earth by God's blefting and his own
induftry without prejudice to any, if he have any grain of faith or zeal in religion,

what can he do lefs hurtful to any, or more agreeable to God, than to feek to convert

thofe poor favages to know Chrifl and humanity, whofe labours with difcretion will

triple require thy charge and pain ; what fo truly fuits with honour and honefty, as

the difcovcring things unknown, erecting towns, peopling countries, informing the

ignorant, reforming things unjult, teaching virtue and gain to our native mother coun-

try ; a kingdom to attend her, find employment for thofe that are idle, becaufe they

know not what to do : fo far from wronging any, as to caufe pofterity to remember

thee, and remembering thee, ever honour that remembrance with praife ? Confider

what were the beginnings and endings of the monarchies of the Chaldeans, the Syrians,

the
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the Grecians and Romans, but this one rule; what was It they would not do for the
good of their, commonweahh, or their mother city ? For example, Rome, wiiat made
her fuch a monarchefs, but only the adventures of her youth, not in riots at home,
but in dangers abroad, and the juflice and judgment out of their experience when
they grew aged; what was their ruin and hurt but this, the excefs of idlenefs, the

fondnefs of parents, the want of cxperiL-nce in magiflrates, the admiration of their

undeferved honours, the contempt of true merit, their unjurt: jealoufies, their politic

incredulities, their hypocritical feeming goodnefs and their deeds of fecret Icwdnefs ;

finally in fme, growing only formal temporifls, all that their prcdeceffors got in many
years they loft in a few days : thofe by their pains and virtues became lords of the

world, they by their eafe and vices became flaves to their fervants. This is the difference

betwixt the ufe of arms in the fit:ld and on the monuments of ftones, the golden age
and the leaden age, profperity and mifery, juftice and corruption, fubfiance and
fhadows, words and deeds, experience and imagination, making commonwealths, and
marring commonwealths, the fruits of virtue, and the conclufions of vice.

Then who would live at home idly, or think in himfelf any worth to live, only to

eat, drink, and fleep, and fo die ; or by confuming that carelefsly, his friends got
worthily, or by ufmg that miferably that maintained virtue honefHy, or for beino-

defcended nobly, and pine with the vain vaunt of great kindred in penury, or to main-
tain a filly fhew of bravery, toil out thy heart, foul and time bafely, by fliifts, tricks,

cards and dice, or by relating news of other men's aftions, fhark here and there for a
dinner or fupper, deceive thy friends by fair promifes and dilSmulation, in borrowing
where thou never meaneft to pay, ofl'end the laws, furfeit with excefs, burthen thy

country, abufe thyfelf, defpair in want, and then coufm thy kindred, yea, even thy

own brother and wifli thy parents' death (I will not fay damnation), to have their

eftates, though thou feeft what honours and rewards the world yet hath for them,
that will feek them and worthily deferve them.

I would be forry to offend, or that any flaould miftake my honeft meaning, for I

wifh good to all, hurt to none : but rich men for the moft part are grown to that

dotage through their pride in their wealth, as though there were no accident could
end it or their life.

And what hellilh care do fuch take to make it their own mifery and their countries*

fpoil, efpecially when there is moft need of their employment, drawing by all manner
of inventions from the prince and his honeft fubjefts, even the vital fpirits of their

power and eftate, as if their bags or brags were fo powei-ful a defence, the malicious-

could not aflault them, when they are the only bait to caufe us not only to be.

affaulted, but betrayed and murdered in our own fecurity ere we will perceive it.

May not the miferable ruin of Conftantinople, their impregnable walls, riches and
pleafures laft taken by the Turk, which were then but a bit in comparifon of their

mightinefs now, remember us of the effects of private covetoufnefs, at which time the

good Emperor held himfelf rich enough, to have fuch rich fubjecls, fo formal in all

excefs of vanity, all kind of delicacy and prodigality : his poverty when the Turk
befieged the citizens (whofe merchandizing thoughts were only to get wealth) little

conceiving the defperate refolution of a valiant expert enemy, left the Emperor fa

long to his conclufions, having (pent all he had to pay his young raw difcontented

foldiers, that fuddenly he, they, and their city were all a prey to the devouring Turks,
and what they would not fpare for the maintenance of them who adventured their

lives to defend them, did ferve only their enemies to torment thenij their friends and
country, and all Chriftendom to this prefent day. Let this lamentable example

remcmbei:
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remember you that are rich (feeing there are fuch great thieves in the world to rob

you) not grudge to lend fome proportion to breed them that have little, yet willing to

learn how to defend you, for it is too late when the deed is doing.

The Romans eftate hath been worfe than this, for the mere covetoufnefs and

extortion of a few of them fo moved the reft, that not having any employment but

contemplation, their great judgmenrs grew to lb great malice, as themfelves were fuf-

ficient to dcftroy themfelves by faction ; let this move you to embrace employment,

for thofe whofe educations, fpirits, and judgments, want but your purfes, not only to

prefent fuch accuftomed dangers, but alfo to gain more thereby than you have ; and
you fathers that are either ib foolilhly fond, or fo miferably covetous, or fo wilfully

ignorant, or fo negligently carelefs, as that you will rather maintain your children in

idle wantonnefs till they grow your mailers, or become fo bafely unkind that they wifli

nothing but your deaths, fo that both forts grow diiTolute, and although you would
willi them any v.here to efcape the gallows and eafe your cares, though they fpend

you here one, two, or three hundred pounds a year, you would grudge to give half

lb much in adventure with them to obtain an eftate, which in a fmall time, but with

a little adi [lance of your providence, might be better than your own ; but if an angel

ihould tell you any place yet unknown can afford fuch fortunes, you would not

believe it, no more than Columbus was believed there was any fuch land as is now
the well known abounding America, much lefs fuch large regions as are yet unknown,
as well in Anierica as in iVfrica and Aha, and Terra incogniia.

I have not been fo ill bred but I have tafted of plenty and pleafure, as well as want

and mifery ; ncr doth necefiity yet. or occafion of difcontent, force me to thefe endea-

vours, nor atii I ignorant what fmall thanks I fiiall have for my pains, or that many
would have the world imagine them to be of great judgment, that can but blemifh

thefe my defigns, by their witty obje£lions and detraction, yet I hope my reafons with

my deeds will fo prevail with fome, that I lliall not want employment in thefe affairs,

to make the moft blind fee his own fenfeleffnefs and incredulity, hoping that gain will

make them afFecl that which religion, charity, and the common good cannot. It were

but a poor device in me to deceive myfelf, much more the King and ftate, my friends

and country with thefe inducements, which feeing His Majefty hath given permifTion,

I wifli all forts of worthy, honcft', induftrious fpirits would underftand, and if they

defue sny further fatisfaclion, I will do my bell to give it, not to perfuade them to

go only, but go with them ; not leave them there, but live with theiii there : I will

not fay but by ill providing and undue managing, fuch courfes may be taken may
niake us miferable enough : but if I may have the execution of what I have projeded,

if thsy want to ei.t, let them eat or never digeft me ; if I perform what I fay, I defire

but that reward out of the gains may fuit my pains, quality, and condition, and if I

abufe you with my tongue, take my head for fatisfaftion. If any diflike at the year's

end, defraying their charge, by my confent they fhould freely return ; I fear not

want of company fufhcient, were it but knov^n what I know of thefe countries, and

by the proof of that wealth I hope yearly to return, if God pleafe to blefs me from
fuch accidents as are beyond my power in reafon to prevent ; for I am not fo fimple

to think that ever any other motive than wealth will ever ercfl there a commonwealth,

or draw company from their eafe and humours at home, to ftay in New England to

efi'efl: my purpofes.

And left any fliould think the toil might be infupportable, though thefe things may
be had by labour and diligence, I affure myfelf there are who delight extremely in

vain pleafure, that take much more pains in England to cr.joy it, than I fliould do
here
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here to gain wealth fufficlent, and yet I think they fliould not have half fiich fweet

content : for our pleafure here is ftill gain, in England charges and lofs ; here nature

and liberty affords us that freely which in England we want, or it codeth us dearly.

What pleafure can be more than being tired with any occafion afhore, in planting

vines, fruits, or herbs, in contriving their own grounds to the pleafure of their own
minds, their fields, gardens, orchards, buildinjTS, ihips, and other works, &c. to recreate

thenifelves before their own doors, in their own boats, upon the fea^ where man, wo-

man, and child, with afmall hook and line, by angling, may take divers forts of excellent

fifh at their pleafure; and i-. it not pretty fport to pull up twopence, fixpence^ and twelve-

pence, as faft as you can hale and veer a line ? He is a very bad lifher who cannot

kill in one day, with his hook and line, one, two, or three hundred cod, which, drefled

and dried, if they be fold there for ten fhillings a hundred, though in England they

•will give more than twenty, may not both fervant, mafter, and merchant be well con-

tent with this gain ? Jf a man work but three days in feven, he may get more than he
can fpend, unlefs he will be exceedingly excelTive. Now that carpenter, mafon, gar-

dener, tailor, fmith, failor, forger, or what other, may they not make this a pretty

recreation, though they lilh but an hour in a day, to take more than they can' eat in a

week, or if they will not eat it, becaufe there is fo much better choice, yet fell it or

change it with the fifliermen or merchants for any thing you want ; and wliat fport

doth yield a more pleafmg content, and lefs hurt and charge than angling with a hook,

and crolTnig the fweet air from ifle to ifle, over the filent ftreamsof a calm fea, wherein

the moft curious may find profit, pleafure, and content.

Thus though all men be not fiihers, yet all men whatfoever may in other matters do
as well, for necefTiiy doth in thefe cafes fo rule a commonwealth, and each in their

feveral functions, as their labours in their qualities may be as profitable becaufe there is

a neceffary mutual ufe of all.

For gentlemen, what exercife fhould more delight them than ranging daily thefe un-

known parts, ufmg fowling and fifliing for hunting and hawking, and yet you fhall fee

the wild hawks give you fome pleafure in feeing them ftop fix or feven times after one
another an hour or two together, at the Ikults of fifli in the fair harbours, as thofe a-

fhore at a fowl, and never trouble nor torment yourfelves with watching, mewing,

feeding, and attending them, nor kill horfe and man with running and crying, See you

not a hawk ; for hunting alfo, the woods, lakes and rivers afford not only chace

fufiicient for any that delight in that kind of toil or pleafure, but fuch beafls to hunt,

that befides the delicacy of their bodies for food, their fkins are fo rich, as they will

recompence the daily labour with a captain's pay.

For labourers, if thofe that fow hemp, rape, turnips, parfnips, carrots, cabbage, and

fuch like, give twenty, thirty, forty, fifty fliillings yearly for an acre of land, and meat,

drink, and wages to ufe it, and yet grow rich : when better, or at leaff as good ground

may be had and coil nothing but labour ; it feems flrange to me any fuch fhould grow
poor.

My purpofe is not to perfuade children from their parents, men from their wives,

nor fervants from their mafters ; only fuch as with free confent may be fpared : but

that each parifh, or village, in city or country, that will but apparel their fatherlefs

children of thirteen or fourteen years of age, or young married people that have fmall

wealth to live on here, by their labour may live exceeding well. Provided always, that

firfl there be a fufficient power to command them, houfes to receive them, means to

defend them, and meet provifions for them, for any place may be over-lain : and it is

moft neceffary to have a fortrefs (ere this grow to practice), and fufficient mafters of

all
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all neccfTary, mechanical qualities to take ten or twelve of them for apprentices; the

mafter by this may quickly grow rich, thefe may learn their trades themlelves to do

the like, to a general and an incredible benefit for king and country, mafter and

fervant.

It would be a hiftory of a large volume to recite the adventures of the Spaniards and

Portugucfe, their affronts and defeats, their dangers and miferies, which with fuch

incomparable honour and conftant refolution,fo faj- beyond belief, they have attempted

and endured in their difcoveries and plantations, as may well condemn us of too much
imbecility, floth, and negligence : yet the authors of thefe new inventions were held as

ridiculous for a long time, as now are others that do but feek to imitate their un-

paralleled virtues ; and though we fee daily their mountains of wealth (fprung from the

plants of their generous endeavours) yet is our fenfuality and untowardnefs fuch and

{o great, that we either ignorantly believe nothing or fo curioufly couteft to prevent

we know not what future events, that we either fo neglefl, or opprefs and difcourage

the prefent, as we fpoil all in the making, crop all in the blooming ; and building upon

fair fand rather than upon rough rocks, judge that we know not, govern that we have

not, fear that which is not ; and for fear fome fliould do too well, force luch againft

their wills to be idle, or as ill. And v.hois he hath judgment, courage, and any in-

duftry or quality with underftanding, will leave his country, his hopes at home,

his certain eifate, his friends, pleafures, liberty, and the preferment fweet Eng-

land doth affbrd to all degrees, were it not to advance his fortunes by enjoying his

deferts, whofe prolperity once appearing, will encourage others : but it muft be cheriflied

as a child, till it be able to go and underftand itfelf, and not corrected nor opprefled

above its ftrength, ere it know wherefore. A child can neither perform the office nor

deeds of a man of ftrength, nor endure that afiiiftion he is able ; nor can an apprentice

at the firft perform the part of a mafter, and if twenty years be required to make a child •

a man, feven years limited an apprentice for his trade : if fcarce an age be fufficient to

make a wife man a ftatefman, and commonly a man dies ere he hath learned to be

difcreet ; if perfection be fo hard to be obtained, as of neceflity there muft be practice

as well as theorick : let no man then condemn this paradox opinion, to fay that half

feven years is fcarce fufficient for a good capacity to learn in thefe affairs how to carry

himfelf. And whoever ftiall try in thefe remote places the erecting of a colony, ftiall

find at the end of feven years occafion enough to ufe all his difcretion : and in the in-

terim, all the content, rewards, gains, and hopes will be necefl'arily required to be

given to the beginning, till it be able to creep, to ftand, and go, and to encourage defert

lay all poffible means
;

yet time enough to keep it from running, for there is no fear it

will grow too faft, or ever to any thing, except liberty, proiit, honour, and profperity

there found, more bind the planters of thofe affairs in devotion to eff'ed: it, than bon-

dage, violence, tyranny, ingratitude, and fuch double dealing as binds free men to

become flaves, and honeit men turn knavcs, which hath ever been the ruin of the

moft popular commonwealths, and it is very unlikely ever well to begin anew.

Who fceth not what is the greateft good of the Spaniards, but thefe new conclufions

in fearching thofe unknown parts of this unknown world ; by which means hedives even

into the very fecrets of all his neighbours, and the moft part of the world j and when
thePortuguefeand Spaniards had found the Eaftand Weft Indies, how many did condemn
thomfclves that did not accept of that honeft offer of noble Columbu.s, who upon our
neglecl brought them to it, perfuading ourfelvesthe worldhad no fuch places asthey had
found : and yet ever fmce we find, they ftill (from time to time) have found new lands,

jiew nations, and trades, and ftill daily do find, both in Afia, Africa, 'I'crra Incognita,

and
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and America, fo that there is neither foldicr nor mechanic, from the lord to tlie bcgcrar,

but thofe parts affords them all employment, and difchargcs their native foil of fo

many thoufands of all forts, that elfe by their floth, pride, and imperfections, would
long ere this have troubled their neighbours, or have eaten the pride of Spain
itfclf.

Now he knows little that knov.s not England may well fparc many more people than
Spain, and is as well able to furnifli them with all manner of neceflaries : and feeing

for all they have, they ceafe not ftill to fcarch for that they have not, and know not ; it

is flrange we fliould be fo dull, as not maintain that which we have, and purfue that we
know : furely, I am fure many would take it ill, to be abridged of the titles and honours
of their predeceffors ; when if but truly they would judge themfelves, look how inferior

they are to their noble virtues, fo much they are unworthy of their honours and livings,

which never were ordained for fhows and fliadows, to maintain idlenefs and vice, but
to make them more able to abound in honour, by heroical deeds of adion, judo-ment,

piety, and virtue. What was it both in their purfe and perfon they would not do for

the good of their common-wealth, which might move them prefently to fet out their

fpare children in thefe generous defigns ; religion above all things fhould move us,

efpecially the clergy, if v/e are religious, to fliew our faith by our works, in converting

thofe poor favages to the knowledge of God, feeing what pains the Spaniards take to

bring them to their adultered faith. Honour might move the gentry, the valiant, and
induitrious, and the hope and affurance of wealth, all, if we were that we would feem,

and be accounted ; or be we fo far inferior to other nations, or cur fpirits fo far

dejefted from our ancient predeceffors, or our minds fo upon fpoil, piracy, and fuch

villainy, as to ferve the Portugal, Spaniard, Dutch, French, or Turk, (as to the coft of
Europe too many do) rather than our God, our king, our country, and ourfelves ;

excufing our idlenefs and our bafe complaints by want of employment, when here is

fuch choice of all forts, and for all degrees, in the planting and difcovering thefe North
parts of American.

My fecond Voyage to New England.

IN the year of our Lord 161 5, I was employed by many my friends of London,
and Sir Ferdinando Gorges, a noble knight, and a great favourer of thofe actions,

who perfuaded the Reverend Dean of Exeter, Doftor Sutcliffe, and divers merchants
of the Weft, to entertain this plantation. Much labour I had taken to bring the Lon-
doners and them to join together, becaufe the Londoners have moft money, rnd the
Weftern men are moft proper for filhing, and it is near as much trouble, but much
more danger, to fail from London to Plymouth, than from Plymouth to New Eng-
land, fo that half the voyage would thus be faved, yet by no means I could prevail,

fo defirous they were both to be lords of this fifliing. Now to make my v/ords more
apparent by my deeds, to begin a plantation for a more ample trial of thofe conclu-

fions, I was to have ftaid there but with fixteen men, whofe names were ;

>Gent.

Thomas Dirmer,

Edward Stallings,

Daniel Cage,

Francis Abbot,

John Golling,

Willian Ingram,

David Cooper,

John Partridge,

VOL. xm. GO I con-

c ,j. Robert Miller,
bolaier$. a 4 ^ r.And two Boys,

Thomas Digby,

Daniel Baker,

Adam Smith,
, ^rr 1

Thomas Watfon, }.
W^^e to learn

Walter Chiffel. j

'° ^^ 2^^°^^.

1
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I confefs I could have wifhed them as many thoufands, had all other provifions been

in like proportion ; nor would 1 have had fo few, could I have had means tor more ;

yet would God have pleafed we had fafely arrived, I doubted not but to have per-

formed more than I promifed, and that many thoufands ere this would have been there

ere now. The main afliilance, next God, I had to this fmall number, was my ac-

quaintance amongfl the favages, efpccially with Dohoday, one of their greatefl lords,

who had lived long in England, and another called Tantum, I carried with me from
England, and fet on fhore at Cape Cod ; by the means of this proud favage I did not

doubt but quickly to have got that credit amongft the reil of the favages and their

alliance, to have had as many of them as I defired in any defign I intended, and that

trade alfo they had by fuch a kind of exchange of their country commodities, which

both with eafe and fecurity might then have been ufed with him and divers others :

I had concluded to inhabit and defend them againfl: the Tarentines, with a better

power than the French did them, whole tyranny did enforce them to embrace my
offer with no fmall devotion ; and though many may think me more bold than wife,

in regard of their power, dexterity, treachery, and inconflancy, having fo defperately

aflaulted and betrayed many others ; I fay but this, (becaufe with fo many, I have

many times done much more in Virginia than i intended here, when I wanted that

experience Virginia taught me), that to me it feems no more danger than ordinary ;

and though 1 know myielf the meanefl of many thoufands, whole apprehenfive in-

fpedion can pierce beyond the bounds of my abilities, into the hidden things of nature,

art, and reafon
;

yet 1 entreat fuch, give me leave to excufe myfelt of fo much imbe-

cility, as to fay, that in thefe eighteen years which I have been converfant with thefe

affairs, I have not learned there is a great difference betwixt the direQions and judg-

ment of experimental knowledge, and the fuperficial conjefture of variable relation :

wherein rumour, humour, or mifpi^ifion have fuch power, that ofttimes one is enough

to beguile twenty, but twenty not fufiicient to keep one from being deceived. There-

fore I know no reafon but to believe my own eyes before any man's imagination, that is

but wrefled from the conceits of my own projects and endeavours, but I honor with

all afteftion, the counfel and inflrudtions of judicial direftions, or any other honefl

advertifement, fo far to obferve, as they tie me, not to the cruelty of unknown events.

Thefe are the inducements that thus drew me to negletl all other employments, and

fpend my time and beft abilities in thefe adventures, wherein though I have had many
difcouragements, by the ingratitude of fome, the malicious flanders of others, thefalfe-

nefs of friends, the treachery of cowards, and flownefs of adventurers.

Now you are to remember, as 1 returned firfl from New England at Plymouth, I

was promifed four good fliips ready prepared to my hand the next Chriflmas, and what

conditions and content I would defire, to put thisbufmefsin prailice, and arriving at

London, four more were ofl^ered me with the like courtefy. But to join the Londoners

and them in one, was mofl; impoffible ; fo that in January, with two hundred pounds in

cafli for adventure, and fix gentlemen well furniflied, I went from London to the four

fhips were promifed me at Plymouth, but I found no fuch matter ; and the mofl of

thofe that had made fuch great promifes, by the bad return of the Ihip went for gold,

and their private emulations, were extintl and qualified. Notwithlfanding, at laft, with

a labyrinth of trouble, though the greatefl of the burden lay on me, and a few of my
particular friends, I was furnifhed with a fhip of two hundred tons, and another of

fifty ; but ere I had failed one hundred and twenty leagues, flie broke all her mails,

pumping each watch five or fix thouland flrokes ; only her fprit-fail remained to fpoon

before the wind, till we had re-acconmiodatcd a jury-mafl to return for l^lymouth, or

founder in the feas.

My
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My Vice-admiral being loft, not knowing of this, proceeded her voyage ; now with

the remainder of thofe provifions, I got out again in a linall bark of fixly tors with

thirty men : for this of two hundred, and proviiion for fcveiity, which were the fixteen

before named, and fourteen other failors for the (hip ; with thofe I fet fail again the

four-and-twcntieth of June, where wiiat befell me (becaufe my actions and writings

are fo public to the world) envy flill feeking to fcandalize my endeavours, and feeing

no power but death can flop the chat of ill tongues, nor imaginations of men's

minds, left: my own relations of thofe hard events might by fomc conftructors be made
doubtful, I have thought it befl to infert the examinations of thofe proceedings,

taken by Sir Lewis Stukeley, a worthy knight, and vice-admiral of Dcvonfliire, which

wa^ as followeth :

The Examination of Daniel Baler, late Siciuard to Captain John Smith, in the return of
Plymouth, taken before Sir Lewis Stukcly, Knight, the %th of December, 1615.

THE effed in brief was this : being chaced by one Fry an Englifh pirate, Edward
Chambers the mafler, John Minter his mate, 1 homas Digby the pilot, and divers

others importuned him to yield ; much fwaggering we had with them, more than the

pirates, who agreed upon fuch fair conditions as we defired, which if they broke, he
vowed to fmk rather than be abufed. Strange they thought it, that a bark of three-

fcore tons with four guns fhould fland upon fuch terms, they being eighty expert fea-

men, in an excellent fliip of one hundred and forty tons, and thirty-fix caff pieces and
murderers. But when they knew our captain, fo many of them had been his foldiers,

and they but lately run from Tunis, where they had flolen this fliip, wanted victuals,

and in combultion amongfb themfelves, would have yielded all to his protection, or
wafted us any whither ; but thofe mutinies occafioned us to rejeft their offer, which
afterwards we all repented ; for at Fuiall we met two French pirates, the one of two
hundred tons, the other thirty : no difgrace would caufe our mutineers fight, till the

captain offered to blow up the fliip rather than yield, till he had fpent all his powder :

fo that together by the ears we went, and at lafl got clear of them for al! their fhot.

At Flowers we were again chafed with four French men of war, the admiral one hun-
dred and forty tons, and ninety men well armed ; the reft good fhips, and as well

provided: much parly we had, but vov/ing chey were Rochelers, and had a comniillion

from the King only to fecure true men, and take Portuguefe, Spaniards, and pirates,

and as they requelted, our captain went to fhew his commiHion, which was under the

broad feal, but neither it nor their vows they fo much refpected, but they kept him,
rifled our fhip, manned her with Frenchmen, and difperfed us amongfl their fleet

within five or fix days they were increafed to eight or nine fail. At lafl they furren-

dered us our fliip, and mofl of our provifions, the defeds they promifed the next day
to fupply, and did. Notwithflanding, there was no way but our mutineers would
for England, though we were as near New England, till the major part refolved with

our captain to proceed. But the admiral fending his boat for our captain, they efpying

a fail, prelently gave chace, whereby our mutineers finding an opportunity in the

night ran away, and thus left our captain in his cap, breeches, and waiflcoat, alone

among the Frenchmen : his clothes, arms, and what he had, our mutineers fhared

among them, and with a falft- excufe, feigning for fear leil he fliould turn man of
war, they returned for Plymouth : fifteen of us being landmen, not knowing what
they did. Daniel Cage, Edward Stalings, Walter Chifel, David Cooper, Robert
Miller, and John Partridge, upon oath affirms this for truth before the vice-admiral.

G G 2 Now
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Now the caufe why the French detained me again, was the fufplcion this Chambers
and Minter gave them, that I would revenge myfelf upon the Bank, or in Newfound-
land, of all the French I could there encounter, and how I would have fired tiie fliip,

had they not over-perfuaded me ; and that if I had but again my arms, I would rather

link by them, than they Ihould have from me but the value of a bifcuit ; and many
other iuch like tales to catch but opportunity in this manner to leave me, and thus they

returned to Plymouth, and perforce with the Frenchmen I thus proceeded. Being a
fleet of eight or nine fail, we watched for the Weft India fleet, till ill weather feparated

us from the other eight : ftill we fpent our time about the ifles of the Azores, where
to keep my perplexed thoughts from too much meditation of my miferable eftate, I

writ this difcourfe, thinking to have fent it to you of His Majefty's council byfome
Hiip or other, for I faw their purpofe was to take all they could. At laft we were chafed

by one Captain Barra^ an Engliih pirate in a fmali fliip, with fome twelve pieces of

ordnance, about thirty men, and near all ftarved. They fought by courtefy relief of
us, who gave them fuch fair promifes, as at laft they betrayed Captain Wolliftone, his

Lieutenant, and four or five of his men aboard us, and then provided to take the reft

perforce. Now my part was to be prifoner in the gun-room, and not to fpeak to any
of them upon my life

;
yet had Barra loiowledge what I was. Then Barra perceiving

well thofe French intents, made ready to fight, and Wolliftone as refolutely regarded

not their threats, which caufed us demur upon the matter longer fome fixteen hours,

and then returned them again Captain Wolliftone and all their prifoners, and fome
victuals alfo upon a fmall compofition ; but whilft we were bartering thus with them,

a carvill before our faces got under the caftle of Gratiofa, from whence they beat us

with their ordnance.

The next we took was a fmall Engliftitnan of Poole from Newfoundland : the great

cabin at this prefent was my prifon, from whence I could fee them pillage thefe

poor men of all that they had, and half their fifli : when he was gone, they fold his

poor clothes at the main-maft by an outcry, which fcarce gave each man feven pence a

piece.

Not long after we took a Scot freighted from Saint Michael's to Briftow, he had
better fortune than the other ; for having but taken a boat's loading of fugar, mar-
melade, fuckets, and fuch like, we defcried four fail, after whom we ftood, vi'ho furl-

ing their main-fails attended us to fight, but our French fpirits were content

only to perceive they were Englifli red croffes. Within a very fmall time after we
chafed four Spanifh fliips that came from the Indies ; we fought with them four or five

hours, tore their fails and fides with many a fliot betwixt wind and weather, yet not

daring to board them, loft them, for which all the failors ever after hated the captain as

a profefled coward.

A poor carvill of Brazil was the next we chafed ; and after a fmall fight, thirteen

or fourteen of her men being wounded, which was the better half, we took her

with three hundred and feventy chefts of fugar, one hundred hides, and thirty thou-

fand rials of eight.

The next was a fliip of Holland, which had loft her conforts in the Streights of Ma-
gellan, going for the South Sea : fhe was put roomy, fhe alfo thefe Frenchmen with fair

promifes cunningly betrayed to come aboard them to fhew their commifTion, and (o

made prize of all : the moft of the Dutchmen we took aboard the admiral, and man-
ned her with Frenchmen, that within two or three nights after ran away with her for

France ; the wounded Spaniards we fet on fliore on the ifle of Terccra, the reft wc kept

to fall the carvel.

Within
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"Within a day or two after, we met a Weft India man of war, of one hundred and
fixty tons, a forenoon we fought with her, and then took her with one thoufand one
hundred hid.-s, fifty cherts of cochineal, fourteen coffers of wedges of filver, eight

thoufand rials of eight, and fix coffers of the King of Spain's treafure, befidcs the good
pillage and rich coifers of many rich paflcngers.

Two months they kept me in this manner to manage their fights agalnft the Spa*
niards, and be a priloner \\ hen they took any Englifli. Now, though the captain had oft

broke* his promife, which was to put me on fhore the iflcs, or ihe next fhip he took
;

yet at the iafl: he was contented I fhould go in the carvel of fugar for France, hinifelf

feeming as refolved to keep the fcas ; but the next morning we all fet fail for France,

and that night we were feparated from the admiral and the rich prize by a ftorm.

Within two days after we were hailed by two Weft India men ; but when they faw us
'

waive them for the King of France, they gave us their broadfides, fhot through our
main maft, and fo left us. Having lived now this fummer amongft thofe French men
of v%'ar, with much ado we arrived at the Gulion, not far from Rochelle : where, inftead

oi the great promtfes they always fed me v.ith, of double fatisfaction and full content,

and ten thoufand crowns was generally concluded I lliould have,* they kept me five or
fix days prifoner in the carvel, accufing me to be he that burnt their colony in New
France ; to force me to give them a difcharge before the judge of the admiralty, and
ftand to their conrtefies for fa"isfa£l:ion, or lie in prifon, or a worfe mifchief : indeed
this was in the time of combuftion, that the Prince of Conde was with his army in the

field, and every poor lord, or men in authority, as little kings of themfelves : for

this injury was done me by them that fet out this voyage, (not by the failors) for they
were cheated of all as well as I, by a few officers aboard, and the owners on fhore.

But to prevent this choice, in the end of fuch a ftorm that beat them all under
hatches, I watched my opportunity to get afhore in their boat, whereunto, in the dark
night, I fecretly got, and with a half-pike that lay by me put adrift for Rat Ille ; but
the current was fo ftrong, and the f^-a fo great, I went adrift to fea, till it pleafed God
the wind fo turned with the tide, that although I was all this fearful night of gufts and
rain in the fea, the fpace of twelve hours, when many fliips were driven aftiore, and
divers fplit (and being with fculling and baling the water tired, I expected each minute
would fink me) : at laft I arrived in any oozy ifle by Charowne, where certain fowlers

found me near drowned and half-dead with water, cold, and hunger. My boat I

pawned to find means to get to Rochelle, where I underifood our man of war and the
rich prize, wherein was the capture called Monfieur Poyrune, and the thirty thoufand
rials of eight we took in the carvel, was fplif, the captain drowned and half his com-
pany the fame night, within fix or feven leagues of that place, from whence I efcaped
in the little boat, by the mercy of God, far beyond all men's reafon or my expeda-
tion arriving at Rochelle. Upon my complaint to the judge of the admiralty, I folind

many good words and fair promifes, and ere long many of them that efcaped drown-
ing told me the news they heard of my own death. Thefe I arrefting, their feveral

examinations did fo confirm my complai ;r, it was held proof lufficient. All which
being performed according to their order of juftice, from under the judge's hand, I

prefented it to Sir Thomas Edmonds, then ambaffador at Bourdeaux, where it was my
chance to fee the arrival of the King's great marriage brought from Sp?in.

Here it was my good fortune lo meet my old friend Mr. Crampton, that no lefs

grieved at my lofs, than willingly to his power did fupply my wants ; and I muft con-
fefs, 1 was more beholden to the Frenchmen that efcaped drowning in the man of war.
Madam Chanoyes at Rochelle, ajid the lawyers of Bourdeaux, than all the reft of

my
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my counti7men I met in France. Of the wreck of the rich prize, fomc three thou-

fand fix hundred crowns worth of goods came aihore, and was iaved with the carvel,

which I did my beft to arreft : the judge promifed I fhould^have juilice ; what will be

the conclufion as yet I know not. But under the colour to take pirates and the Weft
Indiamen (becaufe the Spaniards will not fuffer the French to trade in the Well Indies),

any goods from thence, though they take them upon the coaft of Spain, are lawful

prize, or from any of his territories out of the limits of Europe ; and as they be-

trayed me, though I had the broad feal, fo did they rob ajid pillage twenty fail of Eng-
lilhmen more, befides them I know not of the fame year.

Leaving thus my bufinefs in France, I returned to Plymouth, to find them who had
thus buried me amongft the French ; and not only buried me, but with fo much
infamy as fuch treacherous cowards could fuggeft to excufe their villanies. The
chieftains of this muliny that I could find, I laid by the heels, the reft like themfelves

confeffed the truth, as you have heard. Now how I have or could prevent thefe acci-

dents, having no more means, I reft at your cenfures ; but to proceed to the matter,

yet muft I figh and fay, how oft hath fortune in the world (think I) brought flavery,

freedom, and turned all diverfeiy. Newloundland, I have heard at the firft, was held

as defperate a fifliing as this I project for New England, Plaeentia, and the banks near

alfo, as doubtful to the French ; but for all the dilafters happened me, the bufinefs is

the fame it was, and the five ftiips went from London, whereof one was reported more
than three hundred tons, found fiHi fo much, that neither Iceland-man nor Newfound-

land-man I could hear of hath been there, will go any more to either place, if they

may go thither. So that upon the good return ot my vice-admiral, this year are gone
four or five fail from Plymouth, and from London as many, only to make voyages of

profit ; whereas if all the Englifh had been there till my return, put all their returns

together, they would fcarce make one a favour of near a dozen I could nominate, ex-

cept one fentbySir Francis Popham ; though there be fifli fufficient, asl am perfuaded,

to freight yearly four or five hundred fail, or as many as will go. For this fiftiing

ftretcheth along the fea-coaft from Cape James to Newfoundland, which is feven or

eight hundred miles at the Icaft, and hath his courfe in the deeps, and by the fhore,

all the year long, keeping their haunts and feedings as the beafts of the air. But all

men are not fuch as they ftiould be, that have undertaken thofe voyages. All the

Romans were not Scipios, nor Carthagenians, Hannibals ; nor all the Genoele, Co-

lumbufes, nor all the Spaniards, Courtefes : had they dived no deeper in the fecrets

of their difcovefies than we, or ftopped at fuch doubts and poor accidental chances,

they had never been remembered as they are, yet had they no fuch certainties to

begin as we.

But to conclude : Adam and Eve did firft begin this innocent work to plant the

earth to remain to poflerity, but not without labour, trouble, and induftry. Noah and

his family began again the fecond plantation, and their feed, as it ftill incrcafed, hath

ftiU planted new countries, and one countz'y another, and fo the world to that eftate

it is ; but not without much hazard, travail, mortalities, difcontents, and many difaf-

ters. Had thofe worthy fathers, and their memorable offspring, not been more diligent

for us now in thefe ages, than we are to plant that yet is unplanted for the after-livers :

had the feed of Abraham, our Saviour Chrift and his apoftles, expofed themfelves to

no more dangers to teach the gofpcl than we, even we ourfclves had at this prefent

time been as favage and as miferable as the moft barbarous favage yet uncivilized.

The Hebrews and Lacedemonians, the Goths, the Grecians, the Romans, and the

reft, what was it they would not undertake to enlarge their territories, enrich their

8 fubjefts,
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fiibjecls, rcfifl: their enemies? Thofe that were the founders of thofe great monar-
chies and their virtues, were no filvered idle golden pharifees, but induftrious iron-

fteeled publicans. They regarded more provifions and neceflaries for their people,

than jewels, riches, eafe, or delight for themlelves ; riches were their fcrvants, not

their mailers. They ruled (as fathers, not as tyrants) their people as children, not as

flaves ; there was no difafler could uifcourage them ; and let none think they incurred

not with all manner of incumbrances. And what hath ever been the work of the

greateil princes of the earth but planting of countries, and civilizing barbarous

and inhuman nations to civility and humanity, whole eternal actions fill our hif-

tories.

Laflly, the Portugueze and Spaniards, whofe ever-living actions before our eyes will

teftify with them our idlencfs and ingratitude to all pofterities, and the ncglc£t of our
duties in our piety and religion. We owe our God, our King, and country, and want

of chanty to thole poor favages, whofe country we challenge, ufe, and poD'efs ; except

we be but made to ufe, and mar what our forefathers made, or but only tell what
they did, or efteem ourfelves too good to take the like pains. Was it virtue in them
to provide that maintain us, and bafenefs in us to do the like for others I Surely, no.

Then feeing we are not born for ourfelves, but each to help other, and our ablities

are much alike at the hour of our birth, and the minute of our death : feeing our
good deeds or our bad by faith in Chrift's merits, is all we have to carry our fouls

to heaven or hell. Seeing honour is our life's ambition, and our ambition after death

to have an honourable memory of our life; and feeing by no means we would be
abated of the dignity and glories of our predecelfors, let us imitate their virtues to be
worthily their fuccelfors. To conclude with Lucretius,

Its want of reafon, or its reafon's want

Which doubts the mind and judgment, fo doth daunt

1'hat thofe beginnings makes men not to grant.

John Smith writ this with his own hand.

Here followeth a brief Difcoitrfe of the Trials of New England, with certain Gbferva-

tions of the Hollanders' Ufe and Gain by fifnng, and the prefcnt State of that happy

Plantation, begun byfixty iveakMen, in the Tear of our Lord 1620; and how to build

a Fleet ofgood Ships to make a little Navy Royal, by the former Author.

HE faith that it is more than four-and-forty years ago, and it is more than forty

veais ago fmce he writ it, that tiie herring buffes out of the Low Countries, under the

King of Spain, were five hundred, befides one hundred Frenchmen, and three or four

hundred fail of Flemings. The coaft of Wales and Lancafliire was ufed by three hun-

dred f;iil of Grangers. Ireland at Ealtamore freighted yearly three hundred fail of

Spaniards, where King Edward the Sixth intended to have made a llrong caflle, becaufo

ol the flraight to have tribute for filliing. Black Rock was yearly filhed by three or

four hundred fail of Spaniards, Portugude, and I^ifkaners.

The Hollanders raife yearly by herring, cod, and ling, thirty thoufand pounds :

Englifh and French, by falt-fifh, poor-john, falmons, and pilchards, three hundred

thoufand pounds : Hamburgh and the Sound, for Iturgeon, lobfters, and eels, one

hundred thoufand pounds : Cape Blank, for tunny and mullet, by the Bilkaners and

Spaniards, thirty thoufand pounds.

Ihat the Duke of Medina recciveth yearly tribute of the fiflicrs, for tunny, mul-

let, and porgosj more than ten thouiand pounds. Lubeck hath feven hundred Ihips.

Hamburgh
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Hamburgh fix hundred. Embden, lately a fidiing town, one thoufand four hundred,

whofe cuftoms by fifliing hath made them fo powerful as they be. Holland and Zea-

land, not much greater than Yorkfliire, hath thirty walled towns, four hundred villages,

and twenty thoufand fail of fliips and hoys ; three thoufand fix hundred are fifliermen,

whereof one hundred are doggers, feven hundred pinks and well-boats, feven hundred

fraud-boats, britters, and tode-boats, with thirteen hundred bufies, befides three hun-

dred that yearly fifli about Yarmouth, where the fell their fifh for gold : and fifteen

vears ago they had more than an hundred and fixteen thoufand feafaring men.

Thefe fifhing -fliips do take yearly two hundred thoufand lafts of filh, twelve barrels

to a laft, which amounts to three hundred thoufand pounds by the fifliermen's price,

that fourteen years ago did pay for their tenths three hundred thoufand pounds, which

venting in Pumerland, Spruftia, Denmark, Lefeland, Ruflia, Swethland, Germany,

Netherlands, England, or elfewhere, &:c. makes their returns in a year about three-

fcore and ten hundred thoufand pounds, which is feven millions ; and yet in Holland

there is neither matter to build fliips, nor merchandize to fet them forth, yet by their

induflry they as much increafe as other nations decay ; but leaving thefe uncertainties

as they are, of this \ am certain :

That thecoafl of England, Scotland, and Ireland, the North Sea, with Ifland and the

Sound, Newfoundland and Cape Blank, do ferve all Europe, as well the land towns as

ports, and all the Chriflian fliipping, with thefe forts of ftaple filh, which is tranfported

fi om whence it is taken many thoufand miles, viz. herring, falt-fifh, poor-john, flurgeon,

niullet, tunny, porgos, caviare, buttargo.

Novir feeing all thefe forts of fifli, or the moft part of them, may be had in a land

more fertile, temperate, and plentiful of all neceflaries, for the building of fhlps, boats,

and houfes, and the nourifhment of man, the feafons are fo proper, and the fifliings fo

near the habitations we may there make, that New England hath much advantage of

the moft of thefe parts, to ferve all Europe far cheaper than they can, who at home
have neither Vt^ood, fait, nor food, but at great rates ; at fea nothing but what they carry

' in their fhips an hundred or two hundred leagues from the habitation. But New
England's fifliings is near land, wher^ is help of wood, water, fruits, fowls, com, or

other refrefliings needful, and the Terceras, Madeiras, Canaries, Spain, Portugal, Pro-

vaves. Savoy, Sicily, and all Italy, as convenient markets for our dry nfli, green fifh,

fturgeon, mullet, caviare, and buttargo, as Norway, Swethland, Lithuania, or Germany,

for their herring, which is here alfo in abundance for taking ; they returning but

wood, pitch, tar, foap-aflies, cordage, flax, wax, and fuch like commodities ; we wines,

oils, fugars, filks, and fuch merchandizes as the Straits afford, whereby our profit

may equalize theirs, befides the increafe of fliipping and mariners ; and for proof'

hereof.

In the year of our Lord 1614, you have read how I went from London ; alfo the

next year 1 61 5, how four good fliips went to London, and I, with two more from
Plymouth, with all our accidents, fuccefl'es, and returns: in the year 1616, ere I re-

turned from France, the Londoners, for all their lofs by the Turks, fent four fliips

more ; four more alfo went from Plymouth ; after I returned from France, I was

pcrfuaded again to go to Plymouth with divers of my friends, with one hundred

pounds for our adventures, befides our charges, but we found all thmgs as untoward

as befoi-e, and all their great promifes nothing but air : yet to prepare the voyage againft

the next year, having acquainted a great part of the nobility with it, and afliamed to fee

the Prince His llighneis, till I had doncfomcwhat worthy his princely view, I fpent

that fununer in vifiting the cities and towns of Briftol, Exeter, Barnftaple, Bodmin,

5 Perin,
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Pcrin, Foy, Milborow, Saltadi, Dartmouth, Abfom, Totncfs, and the moft of the

gentry in Cornwall and Devonfliirc, giving thcni books and maps, (lievving how in fix

months the moft of thofe (hips had made their voyages, and fome in lefs, and with

what good fuccefs ; by which incitation they feemed fo well contented, as they pro-

mifed twenty fail of fliips fliould go with me next year, and in regard of my pains,

charge, and former loflbs, the weftern commiffioncrs, in behalf of themfclvcs and the

roll of the company, and them hereafter that fliall be joined to them, contraded with

me by articles indented under our hands, to be admiral of that country during my
life, and in the renewing of their letters patent fo to be nominated. Half the fruits of

our endeavours to be theirs, the reft our own ; being thus engaged, now the bufinefs

is made plain and likely to profper, fome of them would not only forget me and their

promifes, but alfo obfcure me, as if I had never been acquainted in the bufmefs, but

I am not the firft they have deceived.

There were four good fliips prepared at Plymouth, but by reafon of their difagree-

ment, the feafon fo wafted, as only two went forward, the one being of two hundred

tons, returned well freighted to Plymouth, and her men in health, within five months :

the other of fourfcore tons went for Bilbow with dry fifh, and made a good return. In

this voyage Edward Rowcroft alias Stallings, a valiant foldier, that had been with me
in Virginia, and was with me alfo vfhen I was betrayed by the French, was fent again

in thofe fhips, and having fome wrong offered him there by a Frenchman, he took

him, and as he writ to me, went with him to Virginia with fifli, to trade with them %}r

fuch commodities as they might fpare : he had not paft ten or twelve men, and knewr

both thofe countries well
;
yet he promifed me the next fpring to meet me in Newr

England, but the fhip and he both periflied in Virginia.

This year again divers fhips intending to go from Plymouth, fo difagreed, there

went but one of two hundred tons, who ftaid in the country about fix weeks, which

with eight-and-thirty men and boys had her freight, which fhe fold at the firfl penny

for two thoufand one hundred, befides the furs, fo that every poor failor that

had but a .ingle fhare had his charges and fixteen pounds ten fliillings for his feven

months' work. Mr. Thomas Dirmire, an underflanding and induflrious gentleman,

that was alfo with me amongil the Frenchmen, having lived about a year in Newfound-
land, returning to Plymouth, went for New England in this fliip, fo much approved

of this country, that he ftaid there with five or fix men in a little boat ; finding two

or three Frenchm.en amongft the favages who had lofl their fhip, augmented his com-

pany, with whom he ranged the coaft to Virginia, where having been a yeai', in his

back return to Virginia, he was fo wounded by the favages, he died upon it. Let not

men attribute thefe their great adventures and untimely deaths to unfortunatenefs, but

rather wonder how God did fo long preferve them with fo fmall means to do fo much,
lea'ving the fruits of their labours to be an encouragement to thofe our poor under-

takings, and as warnings for us not to undertake fuch great works with fuch fmall

means, and this for advantage as they writ unto me, that God had laid this couna-y

open for us, and flain the moll part of the inhabitants by civil wars and a mortal dif-

eafe ; for where I had feen one hundred or two hundred favages, there is fcarce ten to

be found, and yet not any one of them touched with any fickaefs but one poor French-

man that died

:

They fay tin's plague upon them thus fore fell,

It was becaufe they plcafed not Tautum well.

From the Weft-country, to make trial this year only to fifli, are gone Clk or feven

(ail, three of which I am certainly informed made fo good a voyage, that every failor

VOL. xiu. H H that
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that had a fingle fhare had twenty pounds for his feven months* work, which Is more
than in twenty months he fliould have gotten, had he gone for wages any where. Now
although thcfe former fliips have not made fuch good voyages as they expefted, by
fending opinionated unfkilful men, that had not expei'ienced diligence to fave that they

took, nor take that there was, which now patience and praftice hath brought to a

reafonable kind of perfection ; in defpight of all detraftors and calumniations the

country yet hath fatisfied all, the defeat hath been in their ufmg and abuimg it, not

in itfelf nor me : but,

A due defert, for fortune makes provifion

For knaves and fools^ and men of bafe condition^

Now all thefe proofs and this relation I now called New England's trial. I caufed

two or three thoufand of them to be printed ; one thoufand, with a great many maps
both of Virginia and New England, I prefented to thirty of the chief companies in

London at their halls, defiring either generally or particularly (them that would) to

embrace it, and by the ufe of a flock of five thoufand pounds, to eafe them of the

fuperfluity of the mofl; of their companies that had but ftrength and health to labour

;

near a year I fpent to underftand their refolutions, which was to me a greater toil and
torment than to have been in New England about my bufmefs, but with bread and

water, and what I could get there by my labour ; but, in conclufion, feeing nothing

would be effedled, I was contented as well with this lofs of time and charge as all

the reft.

^ Plantation in New England.

UPON thefe inducements fome fev? well-difpofed gentlemen and tnerchants of Lon»
don and other places, provided two {hips, the one of a hundred and threefcore tons, the

other of threefcore and ten. They left the coaft of England the 2 2d of Auguft, with

about a hundred and twenty perfons ; but the next day the leifer fhip fprung a leak,

that forced their return to Plymouth, where difcharging her and twenty paflengers,

with the greater fliip and one hundred paflengers, befides failors, they fet fail again

the 6th of September ; and the 9th of N9vember fell with Cape James ; but being pef-

tered nine weeks in this leaking unwholefome fliip, lying wet in their cabins, moft of

them grew very weak and weary of the fea ; then, for want of experience, ranging two
and again fix weeks before they found a place they liked to dwell on, forced to lie on
the bare ground without coverture, forty of them died, and threefcore were left in

very weak ftate at the fliip's coming away about the 5th of April following, and
arrived in England the 6th of May. Though the harbour be good, the fhore is fo

(hallow, they were forced to wade a great way up to the knees in water, and ufed that

that did them much hurt ; and little fifh they found but whales, and a great kind of

mufcle, fo fat that few did eat of them that were not fick. Thcfe miferies occafioned

fome difcord, and gave fome appearance of faftion ; but all was fo reconciled, that

they united themfelvcs by common confent under their hands, to a kind of combina-

tion of a body politic, by virtue whereof to ena£t and conftitute laws and ordi-

nances, and officers from time to time, as fliould be thought moft convenient for their

general good.

Sixteen or feventeen days they could do little for want of their fiiallop, which was
mending, yet Captain Miles Standifli, unto whom was joined in council William

Bradfor, Stephen Hopkins, and Edward Tilly, went well armed afliore, and by that

time
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time they had gone a mile, met five or fix Indians, that fled into the woods. We traced

them by the footing eight or ten miles ; then the night approaching, we made a fire, by
which we lay that night, and the next morning followed the favagcs by their track,

thinking to find their habitations, but by the way we found a deer amongfl many fair fprings

of water, where we rcfrcflicd ourfclves ; then we went afliore and made a fire, that they
at the fliip might perceive where we were, and fo marched to a place where we fuppofed
was a river ; by the way we faw many vines, faffafras, haunts of deer, and fowl, and fome
fifty acres of plain ground had been planted by the Indians, where were fome of their

graves ; from thence we followed a path that brought us through three or four fields

that had been planted that year ; in one grave we digged we found a bafket or two of
Indian corn ; fo much as we could carry we took with us, the reft we buried as we
found it, and fo proceeded to the place we intended, but we found it not fuch a har-

bour as we expected ; and fo we returned, till the night caufed us to take up our
lodging under a tree, where it rained fix or feven hours. The next morning as we
wandered, we paflfed by a tree, where a young fprig was bowed down over a bough,
and fome acorns ftrewed under it, which was one of their gins to catch a deer, and as

we were looking at it, Bradford was fuddenly caught by the leg in a noofed rope,

made as artificially as ours ; as we paflTed, we faw a leafh of bucks, fprung fome par-

tridges, and great flocks of wild geefe and ducks, and fo we returned well wearied to

our fliip.

Mr. Jones, our mafter, with four-and-thlrty men, alfo went up and down in the froft

and fnow, two or three days in the extremity of the cold, but could find no harbour;
only among the old graves we got fome ten bufliels of corn, fome beans, and a bottle

of oil ; and had we not thus happily found it, we had had no corn for feed, fo that

place we ever called Corn-Hill. The next day Mr. Jones, with the corn and our
weakeft men, returned to the fhip ; but eighteen of us quartered there that night, and
in the morning following the paths, we found in the fnow, in a field, a greater hill,

or grave, than the reft ; digging it, we found firft a mat, under that a board three
quarters long, painted and carved, with three tins at the top like a coronet ; between
the mats alfo were bowls, trays, and diflies, and fuch trafli ; at length we found a
fair new mat, and under that two bundles, the one bigger, the other lefs ; in the
greater we found a great quantity of fine red powder, like a kind of embalmment, and
yielded a ftrong but no oftenfive fniell, with the bones and fl^ull of a man that had fine

yellow hair ftill on it, and fome of the flefli unconfumed, a knife, a pack-needle, and two ,

or three old iron things were bound up in a failor's canvas caflJbck, alfo a pair of cloth

breeches ; in the Icfs bundle we found likewife of the fame powder, and the bones
and head of a little child ; about the legs and other parts of it were bound firings and
bracelets of white beads ; there was alfo a little bow, and fome other odd knacks ; the

prettieft we took, and covered again the corps as they were. Not far from thence

were two of their houfes, where were a great deal of their miferable houfehold

fluff, which we left as we found, and fo returned to our boat, and lay aboard that

night.

Many arguments we had to make here our plantation or not ; in the interim, Mrs.
White was brought to bed of a young fon, which was called Perigrine : and a failor

fhooting at a whale, his piece flew in pieces ftock and all, yet he had no hurt. A foolifli

boy difcharging his father's piece hard by half a barrel of powder, and many people by
it, it pleafed God it efcaped firing, fo that no hurt was done.

But to make a more certain difcovery where to feat ourfelves. Captain Standifli, Mr. •

Carver^, William Branford, Edward Winfloe, John Tilly, Edward Tiily, with divers

H H a others
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Others to the number of feventeen, upon the 6th of December fet flul; and having failed

fix or feven leagues, vfeefpied eight or ten favages about a dead grampus : Itill follow-

ing the fliore we found two or three more caft up by the ill weather, many we fee in the

water, therefore we called it Grampus Bay. Ships may ride well in it, but all the fliore

is very fhallow flats of fand : at lali feven or eight of us went afliore, many fields we
faw where the favaces had inhabited, and a burial place incompafled with a palizado, fo

•we returned to our fliallop; in the night we heard a hideous cry and howling of wolves

and foxes : in the morning as we were ready to go into our fliallop, one of our men
being in the woods, came running crying, Indians, Indians ; and with all their arrows

flyinrr amongfl: us, forne of our men being in the boat, and their arms alhore, fo well it

chanced, Captain Standifli with two or three more difcharged their pieces till the reft

were ready ; one favage more flout than the reft kept under a tree, till he had

fhot three or four arrows, and endured three or four mufket fliot ; but at laft they

all fled : this was about break of day in the morning wherr they faw us, and we not

them.

Having the wind fair, we failed along the coaft eight or ten leagues, tliinklng to have

got to a harbour where one of our company had been, within eight leagues of Cape

Cod, for neither creek nor harbour in this bay we could find ; and the wind fo in-

creaied, our rudder broke, and our maft flew overboard, that we were in danger to be

caft away; but at laft it pleafed God we were in an harbour we knew not, thinking it

one we were acquainted with; this we found to be an ifle where we rode that night,

and having well viewed the land about if, and founded the bay to be a good harbour

for our fhip, compailed with good land, and in it two fair ifles, where there is in their

feafons innumerable ftore of all Ibrts of fifli and fowl, good water, much plain land,

which hath been planted ; with this news we returned to our fliip, and with the next

fair wind brought her thither, being but within the fight of Cape Cod ; in the mean
time Goodwife Alderton was delivered of a fon, but dead born. Upon the 28th of

December, fo many as could went to work upon the hill, where we purpofed to build

our platform for cur ordnance, which doth command all the plain and the bay, and

from whence we may fee far into the fea, and be eafily impaled; fo in the afternoon we
•went to meafure out the grounds, and divided our company into nineteenfamilles. allotting

to every perfon half a pole in breadth and three in length, and fo we caft lots where

every man fliould lie, which we flaked out, thinking this proportion enough at the firft

to impale for lodgings and gardens.

Francis Billington, from the top of a tree, feeing a great water fome three miles from

us in the land, went with the mafter's mate, and found it two great lakes of frefli

water, the bigger five or fix miles in circuit, and an ifle in it of a cable's length fquare;

the other three miles in conipafs, full of fifliand fowl, and two brooks ifluing from it,

which will be an excellent help in time for us, where they faw feven or eight Indian

houfes, but no people. Four being fent a mile or two from our plantation, two of them

ftraggling into the woods was loft, for coming to a lake of water they found a great

deer; having a maftift' bitch and a fpaniel with them, they followed fo far they could not

find the way back ; that afternoon it rained, and did freeze and fnow at night : their

apparel was very thin, and had no weapons but two fickles, nor any victuals, nor

could they find any of the favages habitations ; when the night came they were much
perplexed that they had no other bed than the earth, nor coverture than the fkies, but

that they heard, as they thought, two lions roaring a long time together very nigh

them, fo not knowing what to do, they refolved to climb up into a tree, though that

would be an intolerable cold lodging, expefling their coming they ftood at the tree

5. -00 ts.
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root, and the bitch they held fafl by the neck, for {he would have been gone to the

lions or what they were, that as it chanced came not nigh them, fo thuy watched the

tree that extreme cold night, and in the morning travelling again, palling by many
lakes, brooks and woods, and in one place where the lavages had burnt four or five miles

in length, which is a fine champaign country, iii the afternoon they difcovered the two
ifles in their bay, and fo that night near famifhed they got to their plantation, from
whence they had fent out men every way to feek them ; that night the houfe they had

built and thatched, where lay their arms, bedding, powder, &c. took fire and was

burnt. The coaft is fo fhoal the fliip rides more than a mile from the fort, but God be

thanked no man was hurt though much was burnt.

All this time we could not have conference with a favage, though we had many times

feen them and had many alarms, fo that we drew a council, and appointed Captain

Standifh to have the command of all martial actions, but even in the time of confulta-

tion the favages gave an alarm : the next day alfo as we were agreeing upon his orders,

came a tall favage boldly amongft us, not fearing any thing, and kindly bid us welcome
in Englifli ; he was a Sagamo, towards the north, where the fliips ufe to fifli, and did

know the names of moft of the mailers that ufed thither : fuch victuals as we had we
gave him, being the firft favage we yet could fpeak with, he told us this place where
we were was called Patuxet, and that all the people three or four years ago there died

on the plague : in a day or two we could not be rid of him, then he returned to the

Maifafoyts from whence he came, where is fome fixty people, but the Nawfits are one
hundred ftrong, which were they encountered our people at the firft. Two days after

this Samofet, tor fo was his name, came again, and brought five or fix of the MafTa-

foyts with him, with certain fkins, and certain tools they had got that we had left in the

woods at their alarms : much friendfhip they promifed, and fo departed, but Samofet

would not leave us, but feigned himfelf fick, yet at laft he went to entreat the favages

come again to confirm a peace : now the third time, as we were confulting of our
martial orders, two favages appeared, but when we went to them they vanifhed : not

long after came Samofet and Squanto, a native of Patuxet, where we dwell, and one
of them carried into Spain by Hunt, thence brought into England, where a good time

he lived ; and now here fignified unto us, their great Sachem of Mafl'afoyt, with

Ouadaquiua his brother, and all their men, was there by to fee us : not willing to fend

our governor, we fent Edward Wollillo with prefents to them both, to know their

minds, making him to underfland by his interpreters, how King James did falute him,

and was his friend ; after a little conference with twenty of his men, he came over the

brook to our plantation, where we fet him upon a rug, and then brought our governor

to him with drums and trumpets ; where after fome circumflances, for they ufe few
compliments, we treated of peace with them to this effeft.

That neither he nor any of his Ihould injure or do hurt to any of us ; if they did,

he {hould fend us the offender, that we might punifh him, and we would do the like

to him : if any did unjuftly war againfl: him, we would aid him, as he fhould us
againfl our enemies, and to fend to his neighbour confederates to certify them of this,

that they might likewife be comprifed in thefe conditions, that when any of them came
to us, they fhould leave their bow and arrows behind them, as we would our pieces

when we came to them, all which the King feemed to like well of, and was applauded
of his followers. In hisperfonhe is a very iufty man, in his bcfl years, an able body,
grave of countenance, and fparc of fpeech ; in his attire little differing from the reft :

after all was done, the governor conduced him to the brook, but kept oui- hoftage

till
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till our menengers returned ; in like manner we ufed Ouaddaquina ; fo all departed

good friends.

Two of his people would have ftaid with us, but we would not permit them, only

Samofet and Squanto we entertained kindly ; as yet we have found they intend to keep

promife, for they have not hurt our men they have found draggling in the woods,

and are afraid of their powerful adverfaries the Narrohigganfets, againft whom he

hopes to make ufe of our help. The next day Squanto went a filhing for eels, and ia

an hour he did tread as many out of the oofe with his feet as he could lift with his hand,

not having any other inftrument.

But that we might know their habitations fo well as they ours, Stephen Hopkins and

Edward Winflo had Squantum for their guide and interpreter ; to Packanoki, the

habitation of the King of Maffafoyt, with a red horfeman's coat for a prefent, to en-

treat him by reafon we had not victuals to entertain them as we would, he would defend

his people fo much from vifiting us ; and if he did fend, he (hould always fend with the

meffenger a copper chain they gave him, that they might know he came from him, and

alfo give them fome of his corn for feed : that night they lodged at Namafcet, fome

fifteen miles off ; by the way we found ten or twelve women and children that ftill

would pefter us till we were weary of them, perceiving it is the matter of them, where

viftuals is to be gotten with moft eafe, there they will live j but on that river of Na-

mafchot have been many habitations of the favages that are dead, and the land lies

wafte, and the river abounding with great plenty of filh, and hath been much frequent-

ed by the French.

The next day travelling with fix or feven Indians, where we \vere to wade over the

river, did dwell only two old men of that nation then living, that thinking us ene-

mies, fought the beft advantage they could to fight with us, with a wonderful fliew of

courage ; but when they knew us their friends they kindly welcomed us. After we
came to a town of the Maffafoyts ; but at Pakanoki the King was not : towards night

he arrived, and was very proud both of our meflage and prefents, making a great

oration to all his people. Was not he Maffafoyt, commander of the country about him,

was not fuch a town his, and the people of it, and twenty towns more he named was

his ? and fhould they not bring their Ikins to us ? To which they anfwered, they were

his and they would, viduals they had none, nor any lodging, but a poor plank or

two, a foot high from the ground, whereon his wife and he lay at the one end, we at

the other, but a thin mat upon them, two more of his chief men preffed by and upon

us, fo that we were worfe weary of our lodging than of our journey. Although there

is fuch plenty of fiffi and fowl and wild beafts, yet are they fo lazy they will not take

pains to catch it till mei-e hunger eonftrain them, for in two or three days we had fcarce

a meal's meat, whereby we were fo faint, we were glad to be at home ; befides what

for the fleas, and their howling and finging in the night in their houfes, and the

mufquitoes without doors, our heads were as light for want of fleep, as our bellies

empty for want of meat. The next voyage we made was in a ffiallop with ten men to

Nawfit, fixteen miles from us, to fetch a boy was loft in the woods we heard was there,

whom Afpinet their King, had bedecked like a favage, but very kindly he brought hinx

to us, and fo returned well to Patuyet.

Immediately after the arrival of the lad ffiip, they fent another of five-and-fifty tons

to fupply them ; with feven-and-thirty perfons they fet fail in the beginning of July,

but being croffed by wefterly winds, it was the end of Auguft ere they could pafs Ply-

mouth, and arrived in New England at New Plymouth, now fo called, the nth of

November,
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November, where they found all the people they left fo ill, lufty and well for all their

poverty, except fix, that died : a month they ftaid ere they returned to England,

loaded with clap-board, wainfcot and wallnut, with about three hogfheads of beaver

Ikins the 13th of December ; and drawing near our coaft was fet on by a Frenchman
fct out by the Marquis of Cera, governor of Ifle Dieu, where they kept the fhip,

imprifoned the mafler and company, took from them to the value of five hundred

pounds, and after fourteen days fent them home with a poor fupply of victuals, their

own being devoured by the Marquis and his hungry fervants.

Now you are to underfland this thirty-fevcn brought nothing, but relied wholly on
us to make us more miferable than before, which the Sachem Couanacus no fooner un-'

derflood, but fent to Tufquantum our interpreter, a bundle of new arrows in a fnake's

fkin ; Tufquantum being abfent, the meflenger departed ; but when we underffood it

was a dired: challenge, we returned the (kin full of powder and (hot, with an abfolute

defiance, which caufed us finifli our fortification with all expedition. Now betwixt our

two favages, Tufquantum and Hobbamock, grew fuch great emulation, we had much
ado to know which bed to truft. In a journey we undertook, in our way we met a

favage of Tufquantums, that had cut his face frefh bleeding, to ail'ure us Maflafoyt, our

fuppofed friend, had drawn his forces to Packanokick to aflault us. Hobbamock as con-

fidently aifured us it was falfe, and fent his wife as a fpy to fee ; but when fhe perceived

all was well, flie told the King Maifafoyt how Tufquantum had abufed him, divers

favages alfo he had caufed to believe we would deftroy them, but he would do his beft

to appeafe us ; this he did only to make his countrymen believe what great power he

had with us to get bribes on both fides, to make peace or war when he would ; and

the more to poffefs them with fear, he perfuaded many we had buried the plague in

our ftore-houfe, which we could fend when we lifted whither we would ; but at laft

all his knavery being difcovered, Maifafoyt fent his knife with meffengers for his head

or him, being his fubjecTt ; with much ado we appeafed the angry King and the reft of

the favages, and freely forgave Tufquantum, becaufe he fpeaking our language we
could not well be without him.

jl Journey to the Town of J>!amafchet, in defence of the Kifig of Majpifoyf, agahiji the

Narrohigganfes, and thefuppofed Death of Sqiiantum.

A GREAT difference there was betwixt the Narrohigganfes and the Maffafoyts,

that had always a jealoufy ; Coubatant, one of their petty Sachems, was too converfant

with the Narrohigganfes : this Coubatant lived much at Namafchet, and much ftormed

at our peace with his King and others ; alfo at Squantum, and Tokamahamon, and
Hobbamock our friends, and chief occafioners of our peace, for which he fought to

murder Hobbamock ; yet Tokamahamon went to him upon a rumour he had taken

Mafafoyt prifoner, or forced him from his country, but the other two would not, but

in private to fee if they could hear what was become of their King ; lodging at Namaf-
chet they were difcovered to Coubatant, who furprized the houfe and took Squantum,
faying, if he were dead the Englifh had lofl their tongues ; Hobbamock feeing that, and
Coubatant held a knife at his breaft, being a ftrong lufty fellow,broke from them, and
came to New Plymouth, full of forrow for Squantum, who he thought was flain.

The next day we fent ten men with him armed, to be revenged of Coubatant, who
conducted us near Namafchet, where we refted and refrefhed ourfelves till midnight,and

then we befet the houfe as we had refolved ; thofe that entered the houfe demanded
for Coubatant j but the lavages were half dead with fear ; we"charged them not to

8 ftir.
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ftir, for we came to hurt none but Coubatant, for killing Squantum ; fome of them

feeking to efcape were wounded : but at laft perceiving our ends, they told us Couba-

tant was gone, and all his men, and Squantum was yet living, and in the town ; in this

hurly-burly we difcharged two pieces at random, which much terrified all the inhabi-

tants, except Squantum and Tokamahamon, who, though they knew not the end of our

coming, yet affured themfelves of our honefly, that we would not hurt them. The
women and children hung about Hobbamock, calling him, friend ; and when they faw

we would hurt no women, the young youths cried. We are women: to be fliort, we kept

them all, and whilft we were fearching the houfe for Coubatant, Hobbamock had got to

the top, and called Squantum and Tokamahamon, which came unto us accompanied

with others, fome armed, others naked, thofe that had bows we took them from them,

promifmg them again when it was day : the houfe we took for our quarter that night,

and difcharged the prifoners, and the next morning went to breakfaft at Squantum's

houfe ; thither came all them that loved us to welcome us, but all Coubatant's faction

was fled : then we made them plainly know the caufe of our coming, and if their King

Maffafoyt were not well, we would be revenged upon the Narrohigganfets, or any that

fhould do injury to Hobbamock, Squantum, or any of their friends ; as for thofe were

wounded we were forry for it, and offered our furgeon fliould heal them ; of this offer

a man and a women accepted, that went home with us, accompanied with Squantum
and many other known friends, that offered us all the kindnefs they could.

From the wefl of England there are gone ten or tvi'elve fliips to fifli, which were all

well freighted ; thofe that came firft at Bilbow, made feventeen pounds a fingle (hare,

befides beavers, otters, and martin's fkins ; but fome of the reft that came to the fame

ports, that were all ready furnifhed, fo glutted the market, that the price was abated j

yet all returned fo well contented, that they are preparing to go again.

There is gone from the Weft Country only to fiPn, five-and-thirty flilps, and about

the laft of April two more from London, the one of one hundred tons, the other of

thirty, with fome fixty paffengers to fupply the plantation. Now though the Turks and

French have been fome-^vhat too bufy in taking our fliips, would all the Chriftian princes

be truly at unity, as His Royal Majcfty our Sovereign King James defireth, feventy Ml
of good (hips were fufficient to fire the moft of his coafts in the Levant, and make fuch

a guard in the Straits of Hellefpont, as would make the great Turk himfelf more afraid

in Conftantinople ; than the fmalleft red-crofs that croffes the feas would be, either of

any French pickaroon, or the pirates of Algiers.

yln Ahjlra6l of divers Relations fent from the Colony in New England, July i6, 1622.

SINCE the maffacrc in Virginia, though the Indians continue their wonted friendfhip,

yet we are more wary of them than before ; for their hands hath been imbrued ia

much Englilh blood, only by too much confidence, but not by force, and we have had

fmall fupplics of any thing but men. Here I muft intreat a little your favour to di-

grefs, they did not kill the Englifh in Virginia, becaufe they were Chriftians, but for

their weapons and copper, which were rare novelties ; but now they fear we may beat

them out of their dens, which lions and tigers will not admit but by force. But muft

this be an argument for an Englifliman, and difcourage any in Virginia or New Eng-
land ? No ; for I have tried them both, as you may read at large in the Hiftory of Vir-

ginia : notv/ithftanding fince I came from thence, the honourable company hath been

humble fuitors to His Majefty, lo get vagabonds and condemned men to go thither
;

aay, fo the bufincfs Jfath been fo abufcd, that fo much fcorned was the name of Vir-

ginia,
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ginia, fonie did cliufo to be hanged ere they would go thither, and were : yet for all

the worft of i'pite, detrailion, and difcouragement, and this hunentable maffacre, there

is more honed men now fuilors to go, than ever hath been conftrained knaves. And
it is not unknown to mod men of underftanding, how iiappy manyot thole Columners

have thought themfelves that they might be admitted ; and yet pay for their paflage to

go now to Virginia, and I fear me there goeth too many of thofe that have fliifted here

1 till they could no longer ; and they will ufe that quality there till they hazard all.

To range this country of New England in like manner, I had but eight, as is faid,

and amongft their bruit conditions, 1 met many of their filly encounters, and I give God
thanks, without any hurt at all to me, or any wiih nie. When your v/eft-country men
were fo wounded and tormented with the fovages, though they had all the politic

directions that had been gathered from all the fecret informations could be heard of,

yet they found liitle, and returned with nothing. I fpeak not this out x)f vain-glory,

as it may be fome gleaners, or fome who were never there may cenfure me ; but to

let all men be aifured by thofe examples, what thofe favages are that thus ftrangely do

murder and betray cur countrymen : but to the purpofe.

The Paragon, with thirty-feven men fent to relieve them, mifcarried twice upon our

Engliih coaft, whereby they failed of their fupplies. It is true, there hath been taken

one thoufand bafes at a draught ; and in one night twelve hogdieads of herrings : but:

when they wanted all neceflaries both for fiOiing and fuflonance, but what they could

get with their naked induflry, they endured mofl: extreme wants, having been now
near two years without any fupply to £ny purpofe, it is a wonder how they fliould fub-

fift, much lefs fo to refift the favages, fortify themfelves, plant fixty acres of corn,

befides their gardens that were well repleniflied with many ufual fruits. But in the

beginning of July came in two fhips of Mr. Wefton's, though we much wanted our-

felves, yet we relieved them v^hat we could ; and to requite us, they deftroy^d our corn

and fruits then planted, and did v/hat they could to have done the like to us. At lafl;

they were tranfported to^ Wichagufcuffet at the Maifachufets, where they abufed the

favages worfe than us. We having neither trade, nor fcarce any thing remaining, God
fentinoneMr. Jones, and a fliip of Wefton's had been at Monahigan amongfllhe fiflier-

men, that for beaver-fkins and fuch merchandize as we had, very well refrefhed us,

though at dear rates. Wefton left alfo his men, a fmall bark, and much good provi-

fion, and fo fet fail for England : then we joined v/ith them to trade to the fouthv.-ard,

of Cape Cod, twice or thrice we were forced to return ; firft by the death of their

governor, then the ficknefs of Captain Standifli. At laft our governor Mr. Bradford

undertook it himff if to have found the paffiige betwixt the flioals and the main, then

1'ufquantum our pilot died, fo that we returned to the Maffachufets, where we found

the trade fpoiled, and nothing but complaints betwixt the favages and the Englifli. At
Nawfet we were kindly ufed, and had good trade, though we loft our barge, the fa-

vages carefully kept both her wreck and fome ten hogfheads of corn three months,

and fo we returned, fome by land, fome in the fiiip.

Captain Standifli being recovered, w'cnt to fetch them both, and traded at Namafl'Cet

and Monomete, where the people had the plague, a place much frequented with

Dutch and French. Here the Sachem put a man^ to death for. killing his iellow at

play, wherein they are fo violent, they will play their coats from their backs, and alfo

their wives, though many miles from them. Bat our proviuon decaying, Standifli is

fent to Mattachiff, where they pretended their wonted love
;

yet it plainly appeared

they intended to kill him. Escaping theace, we went to Monomete, where we iound

nothing but bad countenances. Here one Wittuwamat, a notable villain, would boall

VOL. XIII, I I how
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how many French and Engli(h he had {lain : this champion prefenting a dagr to the

Sachem Canacum he had got from the Englifh, occafioned us to underfhtiid how they

had contrived to murder all the Englifh in the land, but having fuch a fair oppor-

tunity, they would begin here with us. Their fcornful ufage made ihe captain fo

paffionate to appeafe his anger and choler, their intent made many fair excufes for

fatisfaftion : Scar, a lufty favage, always feeming the moft to affect us, beflovved on us

the befl prefents he had without any recompence, faying he was rich enough to beftow

fuch favours on his friends, yet had undertaken to kill the captain hinil'elf ; but our

vigilances fo prevented the advantage they expected, we fafcly returned, little fufped-

ing in him any fuch treachery.

During this time a Dutch fhip was driven afhore at MafTafowat, whofe King lay very

fick, now becaufe it is a general cuflom then for all their friends to vifit them,

Mr. Winflow and Mr. Hamden, with Habamock for their guide, were fent with fuch

cordials as they had to falute him; by the way they fo often heard the King was dead,

Habbamock would break forth in thefe words, " My loving Sachem, my loving Sachem,

many have I known, but never any like thee, nor fhall ever fee the like amongfl the

favages ; for he was no liar, nor bloody and cruel like other hidians, in anger foon

reclaimed, he would be ruled by reafon, not fcorning the advice of mean men, and

governed his men better with a few ftrokes than others with many : truly loving where

he loved, yea, he feared we had not a faithful friend left amongfl all his countrymen,

fhewing how oft he had reftrained their malice :" much more with much paflion he

fpoke to this purpofe, till at lafl we arrived where we found the Dutchmen but newly

gone, and the houfe fo full we could hardly get in. By their charms they diflempered

us that were well, much more him that was fick, women rubbing hkn to keep heat

in him ; but their charms ended, underftanding of us, though he had lofl his fight,

his underftanding failed not ; but taking Winflow by the hand, faid. Art thou

Winflow, oh W^inflow, I fhall never fee thee again ! Habamock telling him what

ref'toratives they had brought, he defired to tafle them ; with much ado they got a

little confection of many comfortable conferves into his mouth, as it diffolved he fvval-

lowed it, then diffolving more of it in water, they fcraped his tongue, which was all

furred and fv.-oln, and wafhed his mouth, and then gave him more of it to eat, and in

his drink, that wrought fuch an alteration in him in two or three hours, his eyes opened

to our great contents; with this and fuch broths as they there provided for him, it

pleafed God he recovered : and thus the manner of his ficknefs and cure caufed no

fmall admiration amongfl them.

During the time of their flay to fee his recovery, they had fent to New Plymouth

for divers good things for him, which he took fo kindly, that he fully revealed all

the former confpiracies againfl us, to which he had oft been moved ; and how that

all the people of Powmet, Nawfet, Succonet, Mattacliifl, Manamet, Augawam, and

Capawac, were joined to murder us ; therefore as we refpc£ted our lives, kill them of

MafTachufet that were the authors ; for take away the principals and the plot will

ceafe ; thus taking our leaves, and arriving at our fort, we found our brave liberal

friend of Pamet drawing Standifli to their ambufcadoes, which being thus difcovered,

we fent him away, as though he Itnew nor fufpected any thing. Tliem at the MafTa-

chufets, fonie were fo wild they ferved the favages for victuals, the reft fent us word
the favages were fo infolent they would alfault them though againfl their comuiiflion,

fo fearful they were to break their commifTion, fo much time was fpent in confultations,

they all were famiflied, till Waflapinewat again came and told them the day of their

execution was at hand.

8 Then
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Then they appointed Standifli with eight chofen men, under colour of trade to
catch them in their own trap at IMaffiichufet, and acquaint it with the Englifli in the
town, where arriving, he found none in the bark, and moft of the reft without arms
or fcarce cloaths, wandering abroad, ail fo fenfclcf^^ly fecure, he more than wondered
they were not all flain ; with much ado he got the moft of them to their town. The
lavages fufpcding their plots difcovered, I'eckfnor, a great man, and of as great a
fpirit, came to Habatnok, who was then amongft them, faying. Tell Standifh we
know he is come to kill us, but let him begin when he dare. Not long after many
would come to the fort and whet their knives before him, with many braving fpeeches.
One amongft the reft was by Wittawamat, bragging he had a knife that on the handle
had the pidiure of a woman's face ; but at home 1 have one hath killed both French and
Englifti, and that hath a man's face on it, and by-and-by thefe two muft marry ; but
this here by and-by fliall fee, and by-and-by eat, but not fpeak; alfo Peckfnot bein?
of a greater ftaiure than the captain, told him, though he were a great captain he was
but a little man, and I, though no Sachem, yet I am of great ftrength and courafre.

Thefe things Standilh bore patiently for the prefent ; but the next day feeing he could
not get many of them together, but thefe two roarers, and two more being in a con-
venient room, and his company about him, Standifti feized on Peckfnot's knife then
hanging about his neck, wherewith he flew him, and the reft flew Wittawamat and
the other favage ; but the youth they took, who being brother to Wittawamat, and as
villainous as himfelf, was hanged. It is incredible how many wounds they endured
ca c ling at their weapons without any fear or bruit, till the laft gafp. Habamok
flood by all this time very filent ; but all ended, he faid, " Yefterday Peckfnot
bragged of his ftrength and itature, but I fee you are big enough to lay him on the
ground."

The town he left to the guard of Wefton's people: three favages more were flain-

upon which rumour they all fled from their houfes. The next day they met with a
file of favages that let fly their arrows, fliot for Ihot, till Habamok fliewed himfelf
and then they fled. For all this, a favage boy, to Ihew his innocency, came boldly
unto us, and told us, had the Englifli fugitives but finilhed the three canoes they were
making, to have taken the fliip, they would have done as much to all the Enolifli

which was only the caufe they had forborne fo long. But now confulting and con-
fidcring their eftates, thofe that went in the piimace to Barty Ifles to get paflao-c for

England, the reft to New Plymouth, where they were kindly entertained. The
Sachem Obtakeeft, and Powas, and divers others were guilty, the three fugitives in

their fury there flew; but not long after fo diftratted were thofe poor fcattered people,

they left their habitations, living in fwamps, where with cold and infinite difeafes they
endured much mortality, fuing for peace, and crying. The God of England is angry
with them. Thus you fee where God pleafes, as fome flourifli, others perifli.

Now on all hands they prepare their ground, and about the middle of April, in a
fair feafon, they begin to plant till the latter end of May; but fo God pleafed, that in

fix weeks after the latter fetting their fcarce fell any rain ; fo that the ftalk was firft fet,

began to ear ere it came to half growth, and the laft not like to yield any thing at all.

Our beans alfo feemed fo withered, we judged all utterly dead; that now all our hopes
were overthrown, and our joy turned into mourning. And more to our forrow, we
heard of the twice return of the Paragon, that now the third time was fent us three

months ago, but no news of her : only the figns of a wreck we faw on the coaft which
we judged her. This caufed not every of us to enter into a private confideration

bctvvixt God and our confcienccs, but moft folcmnly to humble ourfelves before the
I I 2 Lord
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Lord by falling and praying, to relieve cur dejeded fpirits by the cbmforts of his mercy.

In the morning when we alTembled all together, the ikies were as clear, and the drought

as like to continue as ever; yet our exercife continued eight or nine hours. Before

our departure, the fkies were all over-call, and on the next morning diiliiled fuch Ibft,

fvveet, moderate fnowers, continuing fourteen days, mixed with fuch feafonable weather,

as it was hard to fay, whether our withered corn or drooping affeftions were moft

quickened and revived ; fuch was the bounty and mercy of God. Of this the Indians,

by the means of Habamok, took notice, who feeing us vSe this exercife in the midft of

the week, faid ; It was but three days fmce Sunday, and defired to know the reafon j

which w-hen he underftood, he and all of them admired the goodnefs of God towards

us, Clewing the difterence betwixt their conjurations and our prayers, and what ftorms

snd dangers they oft receive thereby. To exprefs our thankfulnefs, we affembled

together another day, as before, and either the next morning, or not long after, came
in two fhips to fupply us, and all their pafiengers well except one, and he prefently

recovered. For us, notwithftanding all thefe wants, there was not a fick perfon

amongfl us. The greater fliip v, e returned freighted ; the other we fent to the

fouthward, to trade under the command of Captain Altom. So that God be thanked,

we defire nothing, but what we will return commodities to the value.

Thus all men find our great God he,

Tliat never wanted nature,

To teach his truth, that only he.

Of every thing is author.

For this year from England is gone about forty fail of fliips, only to f.ili ; and as I am
informed, have made a far better voyage than ever.

Now feme new great obfervers will have this an ifland, becaufe I have written it is

the continent : others report, that the people are fo bruit, they have no religion, where-

in furely they are deceived ; for my part, I never heard ofany nation in the world which

had not a religion, deer, bows and arrows. They believe, as do the Virginians, of many
divine powers, yet of one above all the reft, as the Southern Virginians call their chief

god Kewafla, and that we now inhabit Oke ; but both their kings Werowance, The
MalTachufets call their great god Kiehtan, and their kings thereabouts Sachems: the

Penobfcotes their greateft power Tantum, and their kings Sagomos. Thofe where is

this planta*lion, fay Kiehtan made all the other gods : alfo one man and one woman,
and of thtm all mankind, but how they became fo difpcrfed they know not. They fay,

at firft there was no king but Kiehtan that dvvelleth far wefterly above the heavens,

whither all good men go when they die, and have plenty of all things. The bad men
go thither alio and knock at the door, but he bids them go wander in endlcfs want and
inifery, for the y fhall not ftay there. They never faw Kiehtan, but they hold it a great

charge and duly, that one age teach another ; and to him they make feafts, and cry

and ling lor plenty and victory, or any thing is good. They have another power they

call Hobamock, which we conceive the devil ; and upon him they call to cure their

wounds and difeafes : when they are curable, he perfuades them he fent them, becaufe

they have difpitafed him ; but if they be mortal, then he faith, Kiehtan fent them,

which makes ilicm never call on him in their ficknefs. They fay this llobamock ap-

pears to them fometimes like a man, a deer, or an eagle, but moft connnonly like a

fnake ; not to all, but only to their Powahs to cure difeafes, and Undefes, which is one

of the chici next the King, and fo bold in the wars, that they think no weapon can kill

them : and thofe are fuch as conjure ia Virginia, and caufe the people to do what they

lift.

For
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For ih'eir goverment : every Sachemis is not a king, but their great Sachems have

(livers Sachem under their protection, paying, them tribute, and dare make no wars

without his knowledge ; but every Sachem taketh care for the widows, orphans,, the

aged and maimed, nor will they take any to firll wife, but them in birth equal to theni-

felves, although they have many inferior wives and concubines that attend on the prin-

cipal ; from whom he never parteth, but any of the reft when they lift ; they inherit by

fuccc-inon, and every one knows their own bounds. To his men, he giveth them land,

alfo bounded, and what deer they kill in that circuit, he hath the fore-part ; but if in

the water, only the fl'Jn : but they acccount none a man till he hath done fome notable

exploit : the men are moft employed in hunting, the women in flavery ; the younger

obey the elders : their names are variable ; they have harlots and honeft women ; the.

harlots never marry, or elfe are widows. They ufe divorcement, and the King com-

monly punilheth all offenders himfelf: when a maid is married, fne cutteth her hair,.

and keeps her head covered till it be grown again. Their arts, games, muhc, attire,

. burials, and fuch like, differ very little from the Virginians, only for their chronicles

they make holes in the ground, as the others fet up great ftones.

Out of the relations of Mr. Edi^tard Winslopp:-

Now I know the common queftion is, for all thofe miferies, where is the wealth they

have got, or the gold or filver mines ? To fuch greedy unworthy minds I fay once

again : the fea is better than the richeft mine known, and of all the fi{hing-(hips that

went well provided, there is no complaint of lofs nor mifery, but rather an admiration

of wealth, profit, and health. As for the land, were it never fo good, in two years fo

few of fuch fmall experience living without fupplies fo well, and in health, it was an

extraordinary bleffing from God. But that with fuch fmall means they fhould fubfift

and do fo much, to any underftanding judgment is a wonder. Notwithftanding, the

vain expeiEtation of prefent gain in fome, ambition in others, that to be great would

have all elfe flaves, and the careleffnefs in providing fupplies, hath caufed thofe defail-

ments in thofe plantations, and however fome bad conditions will extol the aftions of

any nation but their own
;

yet if we may give credit to the Spaniards, Portuguefe, and

French writings, they endured as many miferies, and yet not in twenty years effefted.

fo much, nay. fcarce in forty.

Thus you may fee plainly the yearly fuccefs from New England by Virginia, which

hath been fo coftly to this kingdom, and fo dear • to me, which either to fee perilh, or

but bleed : Pardon me, though it paffionate me beyond the bounds of modefty, to have

been fufficiently able to forefee their miferies, and had neither power nor means to

prevent it. By that acquaintance I have with them, 1 call them my children : for they

have been my wife, my hawks, hounds, my cards, my dice, and in total, my beft con-

tent, as indifferent to my heart as mv left hand to my right. And notwithftanding, all

thofe miracles of difafters have croffed both them and me, yet were there not an Eng-

lifliman remaining, as God be thanked, notwithftanding the maffacre, there are fome

thoufands ; I would yet begin again with as fmall means as I did at firft, not that I have

any fecret encouragement (I prottft) more than lamentable experience; for all their dif-

coveries 1 have yet heard of, are but pigs of my own fow, nor more ftrange to me than

to hear one tell me he hath gone from Billingl'gate and difcovered Gravefend, Tilbury,

Queenborough, Lee, and Margate, which to thofe did never hear of them, though they

dwell in England, might be made fome rare fecrets and great countries uriknown, ex-

cept fome few relations of Mr. Dirmer. In England fome are held great travellers

that have feen Venice and Rome, Madrid, Toledo", Seville, Algiers, Prague or Ragoufa,

Conftantinople or Jerufalem^and the pyramids of Egypt j that think it nothing to go to

7 Summer
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Summer Ifles or Virginia, which is as far as any of them, and I hope in time will prove

a more profitable and a more laudable journey ; as for the danger, you fee our ladies

and gentlemen account it nothing now to go thither ; and therefore 1 hope all good
men will better apprehend it, and not fuflfer them to languifli in defpair, whom God fo

wonderfully and oft hath preferved.

What here I have writ by relation, if it be not right I humbly entreat your pardon?,

Ijut I have not fparcd any diligence to learn the truth of them that have been aftors,

or fliarers in thole voyages ; in fome particulars they might deceive me, but in the fub-

itance they could not : for few could tell me any thing, except where they fiflied. But
feeing all thofe have lived there, do confirm more than I have writ, I doubt not

but all thofe teftimonies with thefe new-begun examples of plantation, will move both

city and country . freely to adventure with ine more than promifes.

But becaufe fome fortune-tellers fay, 1 am unfortunate ; had they fpent their time

as 1 have done, they would rather believe in God than their calculations, and perad-

venture have given as bad an account of their aftions ; and therefore I entreat leave

to anfwer thofe objeftors, that think it ftrange, if this be true, I have made no more
ufe of it, reft fo long without employment, nor have no more reward nor preferment

;

to which I fay
;

I think it more ftrange they fhould tax me, before they have tried as much as I have,

both by land and fea, as well in Afia and Africa, as Europe and America, where my
commanders were aclors or fpcftators, they aKvays fo freely rewarded me, I never

needed be importunate, or could I ever learn to beg : what there I got, I have fpent ;

yet in Virginia I ftaid, till I left five hundred behind me better provided than ever I

was, from which blefl'ed Virgin (ere I returned) fprung the fortunate habitation of

Summer Ifles.

This Virgin's Sifter, now called New England, at my humble fuit, by our moft

gracious Prince Charles, hath been near as chargeable to me and my friends : for all

which, although I never got a Ihilling but it coft me a pound, yet I would think my-
felf happy could I fee their profperities.

But if it yet trouble a multitude to proceed upon thefe certainties, what think you I

undertook when nothing was known but that there was a vaft land ? I never had power

and means to do any thing, though more hath been fpent in formal delays than would
have done the bufinefs, but in fuch a penurious and miferable manner, as if I had gone

a begging to build an univerfity ; where had men been as forward to adventure

their purfes, and perform the conditions they promifed me, as to crop the fruits of my
labours, thcufands ere this had been bettered by thefe defigns. Thus betwixt the fpur

of defire and the bridle of reafon, I am near ridden to death in a ring of defpair ; the

reitis are in your hands, therefore I entreat you cafe me ; and thofe that think I am
either idle or unfortunate, may fee the caufe and know ; unlefs I did fee better dealing,

I have had warning enough not to be fo forward again at every motion upon their pro-

mifes, unlefs I intended nothing but to carry news ; for now they dare>adventure a

fhip, that when I went firft would not adventure a groat, fo they maybe at home again

by iVIichaelmas, which makes me remember and fay with Mr. Hackluit ; Oh incredu-

lity, the wit of fools, that flovingly do fpit at all things fair ; a fluggard's cradle, a

coward's caftle : how cafy it is to be an infidel ! But to the matter : By this all men
may perceive, the ordinary performance of this voyage hi five or fix months; the

plenty of fifti is moft certainly approved ; and it is certain, from Canada and New Eng-

land, within thefe fix years haih come near twenty thoufand bcaver-fkins. Now had

each of thefe fliips tranlportcd but fome fmall quantity of the moft increafing bcafts,

fowls.
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fowls, fruits, plants, and feeds, as I projefred, by this time their incrcafe might have

been fullicient for more than one thoufand men ; but the dcfire of prefent gain in

many is fo violent, and the endeavours of many undertakers fo negligent, every one
fo regarding their private gain, that it is hard to effeO: any public good, and impoflible

to bring them into a body, rule, or order, uulefs both honefty, as well as authority

and money, alliO: experience. But your home-bred engrofling projectors will at lafl

find, there is a great difference betwixt fayii:ig and doing, or thofe that think their

diredions can be as foon and eafily performed, as they can conceit them ; or that their

conceits are the fitteft things to be put in pradice, or their countenances maintain plant-

ations. But to conclude, the fifliing will go forward whether you plant it or no ;

whereby a colony may be then tranfported with no great charge, that in ihort time might
provide fuch freights, to buy on us there dwelling, as I would hope no fliip fliould go
or come empty from New England,

The charge of this is only fait, nets, hooks, lines, knives, Irifli rugs, coarfe cloth,

beads, glafs, and fuch tralh, only for fifhing and trade with the favages, befides our
ov,'n neceilary provifions, whofe endeavours would quickly defray all ihis charge ; and
the favages did entreat me to inhabit where I would. Now all thofe fliips, till thefe

lafl: two years, have been fifliing within a fquare of two or three leagues, and fcarce any
one yet will go any further in the port they fifli in, where quefl:ionlefs five hundred
may have their freight as well as ellewhere, and be in the market ere others can

have the fifti in their fliips, becaufe New England's fifiiing begins in February, in

Newfoundland not till the midft of May ; the progrefllon hereof tends much to the

advancement of Virginia and the Summer Ifies, whofe empty Ihips may take in their

freights there, and would be alfo in time of need a good friend to the inhabitants of
Newfoundland.

Tiie returns made by the weftern men, are commonly divided in three parts ; one
for the owner of the fliip ; another for the maflier and his company ; the third for the

victuallers, which courfe being (till permitted, will be no hindrance to the plantation^

as yet go there never lb many, but a means of tranfporting that yearly for little or no-

thing, which otherwife will cofl many hundreds of pounds. If a fliip can gain twenty,

thirty, fifty in the hundred ; nay three hundred for one hundred in fevcn or ten months,
as you lee they have done, fpending twice fo much time in coming and going as in

flaying there : were I there planted, feeing the variety of the fifhings ferve the

moll part of the year, and with a little labour we might make all the fait we need

ufe, as is formerly laid, and conceive no reafon to diltruft of good fuccefs by God's
afllftance ; befides for the building of fhips, no place hath more convenient har-

bours, ebb, nor flood, nor better timber ; and no commodity in Europe doth more
decay than wood.

Mr, Dee's Opinion for the building of SJ/ips.

Mr. dee recordeth in his Britilh Monarchy, that King Edgar had a navy of four

thoufand fail, with which he yearly made his progrefs, about this famous monarchy of

Great Britain, largely declaring the benefit thereof ; whereupon he projected to our

mofl memorable Queen Elizabeth, the erecting of a fleet of fixty fail, he called a httle

navy royal :. imitating that admired Pericles P] ince of Athens, that could never fccure

that tormented eitate, until he w'as lord and captain of the fea. At this none need

wonder, for who knows not Her Royal Majelly during her life, by the incredible ad-

ventures of her royal navy, and valiant fuldiers and feamen, notwithftanding all trea-

cheries
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cheries at home, the protecling and defending France and Holland, and reconquerln*

Ireland ; yet all the world by fea and land both feared or loved, and admired good
Queen Elizabeth. Both to maintain and increafe that hicomparable honour (God be

thanked) to her incomparable fucceflbr, our moll Royal Lord and Sovereign King
James, this great philofopher hath left this to His Majefty and his kingdom's confi-

deration : that if the tenths of the earth be proper to God, it is alfo due by fea. The
King's highways are common to pafs, but not to dig for mines or any, thing : fo Eng-

land's coafts are free to pafs but not to fi(h, but by His Majefty's prerogative.

His iN'lajefty of Spain permits none to pafs the Pope's order for the Eaft and Weft
Indies, but by his permiffion, or at their perils ; if all that world be fo juftly theirs, it

is no iajuftice for England to' make as much ufe of her own fhores as fcrangers do, that

pay to their own lords the tenth, and not to the owner of thofe liberties any thing to

fpeak of, whofe fubjeccs may neither take nor fell any in their, territories ; which fmall

tribute would maintain this little Navy Royal, and not coft His Majefty a peiniy, and

yet maintain peace with all foreigner?, and allow them mere courtefy than any nation

in the world affords to England. It were a fliame to alledge, that Holland is more
worthy to enjoy our fifhing as lords thereof, becaufe they have more flviil to handle it

than we, as they can our wool and undreffsd cloth, notvvithftanding all their wars and

troublefcme diforders.

To get money to build this navy, he faith, who would not fpare the one-hundredth

penny of his rents, and the five-hundredth penny of his goods ; each fervant that

taketh forty fiiiilings wages, four-pence ; and. every foreigner of feven years of age,

four-pence for feven years ; not any of thefe but they will fpend three times fo much
in pride, wantcnnefs, or fome fuperfluity ; and do any men love the fecurity of their

eftates, that of themfelves would not be humble fuitors to His Majefty to do this of

free will as a voluntary benevolence, or but the one-half of this (or lome fuch other

courfe, as I have prounded to divers of the companies), free from any conftraint, tax,

lottery, or impofition ; fo it may be as honeftly and truly employed as it is projefted,

the pooreft mechanic in this kingdom would gain by it. Then you might build fliips

of any proportion and numbers you plcafe, five times cheaper than you can do here,

and have good merchandize for their freight in this unknown land, to the advance-

ment of God's glory, his church and gofpel, and the ftrengthening and relief of a

great part of Chriftendom without hurt to any, to the terror of pirates, the amaze-

ment of enemies, the afliftance of friends, the fecuring m.erchants, and fo much in-

creafe of navigation, to make England's trade and Ihipping as much as any nations in

jhe world, befides a hundred other benefits, to the general good of all true fubjefts,

and would caufe rhoufands yet unborn to blefs the time, and all them that firft put it

in pracUce.

Now left it fhould be obfcured as it hath been to private ends, or fo weakly under-

taken by our overweening incredulity, that ftrangers may poffefs it, whiift we contend

for New England's goods, but not En-^Iand's good ; 1 have prefented it, as I have

iaid, to .the Prince and nobili'.y, the gjiitry and commonalty, hoping at laft it will

move the whole land to know it and confider of it ; fir.ce I can find ihcm wood and

half viccua's, with the aforefaid advantages : were this country planted, with what

facility they may build and maintain this little navy royal, bot!i with honour, profit,

and content, and inhabit as good a country az any in the world within that parallel,

which with my life and what I have, I will endeavour to cftecl;, if God pleafeand you

permit. But no man will go from hence to have lefs freedom there than here, nor

adventure all they have to prepare the way for them, will fcarcc thank them for it

;

and
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snd it is too well known there have been fo many undertakers of patents, and fuch

fliaring of them, as hath bred no lefs difcouragcmcnt than wonder to hear fuch great

promifes and fo little performance; in the interim, you fee the French and Dutch
already frequent it, and God forbid they in Virginia, or any of His Majcfly's fubjecls,

Ihould not have as free liberty as they. To conclude, were it not for IVIr. Cherley, and

a few private adventurere with them, what have we there for all thefe inducements? As
for them whom pride or covetoufnefs luUeth afleep in a cradle of flothful careleffnefs,

would they but confider how all the great nionarchies of the earth have been brought

to confufion, or but remember the late lamentable experiences of Conftantinople, and

how many cities, towns, and provinces, in the fair rich kingdoms of Hungaria, I'ran-

fylvania, Wallachia, and Moldavia, and how many thoufands of princes, earls, ba-

rons, knights, merchants, and others, have in one day loft goods, lives, and honours,

or fold for flaves like beafts in a market-place, their wives, children, and fervants flain,

or wandering they knew not whither, dying or living in all extremities of extreme

miferies and calamities, furely they would not only do this, but give all they have

to enjoy peace and liberty at home, or but adventure their perfons abroad, to pre-

vent the conclufions of a conquering foe, who commonly aflfauttcth, and beft pre-

vaileth where he findeth wealth and plenty moft armed with ignorance and fecurity.

Though the true condition of war is only to fupprefs the proud and defend the in-

nocent, as did that moft generous Prince Sigifmundus, Prince of thofe countries,

againft them whom, under the colour of jufticeand piety, to maintain their fuperfluity

of ambitious pride, thought all the world too little to maintain their vice, and undo
them, or keep them from ability to do any thing that would not admire and adore their

honours, fortunes, covetoufnefs, falfehood, bribery, cruelty, extortion, and ingrati-

tude, which is worfe than cowardice or ignorance, and all manner of vilenefs, clean

contrary to all honour, virtue, and noblenefs.

John Smith writ this with his own hand.

Here follow certain notes and obfervations of Captain Charles Whitbourne con-

cerning Newfoundland, which although every mafter trained up in fifliing can make
their proportions of neceifaries according to their cuftom, yet it is not much amifs here

to infert them, that every one which defires the good of thofe adions know them alfo.

Befides in his book, entitled ' A Difcovery of Newfoundland, and the Commodities

thereof,' you Ihall find many excellent good advertifements for a plantation, and how
that moft years this coaft hath been frequented with two hundred and fifty fail of His

Majefty's fubjedls, which fuppofing but fixty tons a-piece, one with another, they

amount to fifteen thoufand tons, and allowing twenty-five men and boys to every bark,

they will make five thoufand perfons, whole labours return yearly to about one hun-

dred and thirty-five thoufand pounds fterling, befides the great numbers of brewers,

bakers, coopers, fhip-carpenters, .net-makers, rope-makers, book-makers, and the

jiioft of all other mechanical trades in England.

VOL. xui. K K The
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The charge offt tting forth afliip of one hundred ions -with forty perfons, both to make a

ffnng voyage, and iiicrcafe the plantation.

Imprimis, 10,000 weight of bif-

cuit, at 15s. a cwt. - 82

26 Tuns of beer and cyder, at

53s. 4d. a tun, - - 69
2 Hogfheads of Engllfh beef, 1 o
2 Hogfheads of Irifh beef, - 5

1 o Fat hogs,faked with fait, and
cafks, - - - .

30 Bufliels of peafe, -

2 Firkins of butter,

200 Weight of cheefe,

I Bufliel of muftard,

I Hogihead of vinegar.

Wood to drefs meat withal,

1 Great copper kettle,

2- Small kettles,

2 Frying-pans,

Platters, ladles, and cans,

A pair of bellows for the cook.

Taps, borers, and funnels, -

Locks for the bread-rooms,

100 Weight of candles,

130 Quarters of fait, at 2S. the

bufhel,

Mats and dinnage to lie under
it, ....

Salt {hovels, - - -

Particulars for the 40 perfons

to keep 8 fifhing boats at fea,

with 3 men in every boat,

employs 24, and 500 feet

of elm boards of an inch

thick, 8s. each one,

2000 Nails for the 8 boats, at

13s. 4d. a 1000,

4000 Nails, at 6s. 8d. a 1000,

2000 Nails, at jd. a 100,

500 Weight of pitch, at 8s. a

100, ....
2000 of good orlop nails, -

More for other fniall neceflaries, 3
A barrel of tar, . - o
200 Weight of black oakum, 1

Thrums for pitch maps, - o
Bowls, buckets, and pumps, 1

1. d.

10 o

7 o
o o

o o

10

6

o
I

I

2

2

O

1

o

o

o

2

1®

2

O

10

o

o

10

6

5
o

o

o

3
o

2

2

2

10

10

10

O

5
o

10

o
I

o

o
o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

4
o
6

c

6

o

o

o

6 8

6 8

8 o

o

o

o

o

o

6
o

2 Brazen cocks.

Canvas to make boat-fails and
fmall ropes, at 25s. for each

fail, ....
10 Rod ropes, which con-

tain 600 weight, at 30s. the

100, ...
12 Dozen of fifhing-llnes, -

24 Dozen of fifhing-hooks.

For fquid line,

For pots and liver maunds.

Iron works for the boats' rud-

ders, ....
10 Kipnet irons.

Twine to make kipnets and

gagging hooks,

ID good nets, at 26s. a net,

2 Saynes, a great and a lefs,

200 Weight of fow-lead,

2 Couple of ropes for the feans,

Dry-fats to keep them in,

Twine for flore, ' -

Flafkets and bread-bafkets,

For hair cloth,

3 Tuns of vinegar calk for

water, . - _

1 Dozen of deal boards,

2 Barrels of oatmeal,

100 Weight offpikes,

2 Good axes, 4 hand-hatchets,

4 drawers, 2 drawing irons,

3 Yards of woollen cloth for

cuffs, ...
8 Yards of good canvas,

A Grindftone or two,

2000 of poor-john to fpend in

going,

I Hogfhead of aqua-vitte,

4 Arm favvs, 4 hand faws, 4
thwart faws, 3 augers, 2

crows of iron, 3 fledges, 4
fhod fliovcls, 2 pick-axes, 4
mattocks, and 4 hammers,

£.

2

12

I

I

o

o

o
10

I

o

I

2

s. d.

O O

12 10

10

6
2

o

o

2

o

iS

o o
o o

o o

3 o
o

o

10

6

o

o

o

o

6

5

o

6
10

6

5

o 16

10

ID

6

10

o

o

o

o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o

8

o
o
o

o
o

o

o

o

o o

The total fum is 420 I J o
All
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All thcfc provifions the maflcr or purfer is to be accountable what h fpcnt and what fa

left, with thole which fliall continue there to plant ; and of the forty thus provided for

the vo)age, ten may well be fparcd to leave behind tlieni, with five hundred weight

ofbifciiit, five hogfheads of cyder or beer, half a hogfhead of beef, four fides of dry

bacon, four bufliels of peafe, half a firkin of butter, half a hundred weight of chcefe,

a peck of niuflard-fccd, a barrel of vinegar, twelve pounds of candles, two pecks of

oatmeal, half a hogfhead of aqua-vitse, two copper kettles, one brafs crock, one frying-

pan, a grindftone, and all the hatches, wood-hooks, faws, augers, &c., and all other

iron tools, with the eight boats and their implements, and fpare fait, and what eife

they ufe, not in a readinefs from year to year, and in the mean time fervcd them to

help to build their houfes, cleanfe land, and further their filhing whilfl the fhips are

wanting.

By his eflimation and calculation thefe eight boats with twenty-two men in a fummer
do ufually kill twenty-five thoufand fifh for every boat, which may amount to two
hundred thoufand, allowing a hundred and twenty fiihes to the hundred ; fometimes

they have taken above thirty-five thoufand for a boat ; fo that they load not only their

own (hip, but provide great quantities for facks, or other fpare Iliips which come
thither only to buy the overplus : if fuch fhips come not, they give over taking any
more, when fometimes there hath been great abundance, becaufe there are no fit

houfes to lay them in till another year ; now moft of thofe facks goeth empty thither,

which might as well tranfport men's provifion and cattle at an eafy rate as nothing,

either to New England or Newfoundland, but either to tranfport them for nothing, or

pay any great matter for their liberty to fifli, will hardly effect fo much as freedom as

yet ; nor can this be put in practice, as I before faid, till there be a power there well

planted and fettled to entertain and defend them, aflift and relieve them as occafion fliall

require, otherwife thofe fmall divifions will effedt little, but fuch miferable conclufiorjs

as both the French and we too long have tried to our cofts. Now commonly two hundred
thoufand fifh will load a fhip of one hundred tons in Newfoundland, but half fo many
will near do it in New England, which carried to Toulon or Marfeilles, where the

cuflom is fmall, and the quintal lefs than ninety Englifli pounds weight, and the price,

when leaft, twelve fhillings the quintal, which at that rate amounts to one thoufand

three hundred and twenty pounds fterling ; and the fhip may either there be difcharged

or employed, as hath been faid, to re-freight for England, fo that the next year fhe may
be ready to go her fifhing-voyage again at a far cheaper rate than before.

To this add but twelve tons of train-oil, which delivered in Newfoundland, is ten

pounds the ton, makes one hundred and twenty pounds, then it is hard if there be not

ten thoufand of core-fifh, which aifo fold there at five pounds the thoufand, makes
fifty pounds, which brought to England, in fome places yields near half fo much more

;

but if at JMarfeilles it be fold for fixteen pounds the quintal, as commonly it is, and

much dearer, it amounts to one thoufand feven hundred and fixty pounds ; and
if the boats follow the fifhing till the 1 5th of October, they may take eighty thoufand

more, which with their train in Newfoundland, at four pounds ,the thoufand, will

amount to three hundred and twenty pounds, which added to one thoufand three hun-

dred and twenty pounds, with one hundred and twenty pounds for oil, and ten thou-

fand of core-fifh fifty pounds, and the overplus at Marfeilles, which will be four

hundred and forty pounds, make the total two thoufand two hundred and fifty

pounds, which divided in three parts, according to their cuftom, the victualler hath for

the former particulars, amounting to four hundred and twenty pounds, feven hundred

and fifty-one pounds j fo all the charge defrayed, he gains three hundred and thirty-

K K a one
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one pounds eleven {hillings ; then for the freight of the fhip there is feven hundred and

fifty-one pounds, and lb much for the mailer and his company ; which comparing with

the voyages hath been made to New England, you may eafily find which is the better

though both be good. But now experience hath taught them at New Plymouth, that

in April there is a filh much like a herring that comes up into the fmall brooks to

fpawn, and where the water is not knee-deep, they .will prefs up through your hands,

yea, though you beat at them with cudgels, and in fiich abundance as is incredible,

which they take with that facility, they manure their land with them when they have

occafion ; after thofe the cod alfo prefleth in fiich plenty, even into the very harbours,

they have caught fome in their arms, and hook them fo fall, three men oft loadeth

a boat of two tons in two hours, where before they ufed moll to filh in deep

water.

The prefent State ofNew Plymouth.

AT New Plymouth there is about one hundred and eighty perfons, fome cattle and

goats, but many fvvine and poultry, thirty-two dvvelling-houfes, whereof feven were

burnt the lad winter, and the value of five hundred pounds in other goods ; the town

is impailed about half a mile compafs. In the town upon a high mount they have a

fort well built with wood, loam, and Itone, where is planted their ordnance ; alfo a fair

watch tower, partly framed for the fentinel: the place, it feems,is healthful, for in thefe

lall three years, notwithltanding their great want of mofl neceffaries, there hath not

one died of the firfl: planters ; they have made a falt-work, and with that fait preferve

the filh they take, and this year hath freighted a Ihip of one hundred and eighty tons.

The governor is one Mr. William Bradford ; their captain, Miles Standifli, a bred foldier,

^ Holland ; the chief men for their alfiftance is Mr. Ifaac Alderton, and divers

others, as occafion ferveth \ their preachers are Mr. William Bruller and Mr. John
Layford.

The moll of them live together as one family or houfehoKl, yet every man fol-

loweth his trade and profeffion both by fea and land, and all for a general Hock, out

of which they have all their maintenance, until there be a dividend betwixt the planters

and the adventurers. Thofe planters are not fervants to the adventurers here, but

have only councils of directions from them, but no injunctions or command, and all

the mailers of families are partners in land or whatfoever, fetting their labours againll

the Itock, till certain years be expired for the divifin: they have young men and boys

for their apprentices and fervants, and fome of them fpecial families, as fliip-carpenters^

falt-makers, fiOi-mallers, yet as fervants upon great wages. The adventurers which

raifed the Hock to begin and fupply this plantation were about feventy, fome gentle-

men, fome merchants, fome handicrafts men, fome adventuring great fuins, fome
fmall, as their cllates and affedion fervcd. The general flock already employed is

about feven thoufand pounds, by reafon of which charge and many croiTjJS, many of

them would adventure no more, but others, that know fo great a dcfign cannot be

effected without both charge, lofs and crolTes, are refolved to go forward with it to

their powers, which deferve no fmall commendations and encouragement. Thefe

dwell molt about London ; ihey are not a corporation, but knit together by a voluntary

combination in a fociety wiihout conllraint or penalty, aiming to do good and to plant

religion
J

they have a prefident and trcafurcr, every year newly chofen by the moil

voices, who ordereth the affairs of their courts and meetings, and with the alTent of

the mofl of them, undertaketh all ordinary bufinefl'es, but in more weighty affairs, the

7 affeat
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affent of the whole company is required. There hath been fifliing this year upon
the coafl: about fifty Eiiglifh Ihips: and by Cape Anne there is a plantation a begin-

ning by the Dorcheller men, which they hold of thofe of New Plymouih, who alfo

by them have fet up a fifhing work ; fome talk there is foine other pretended planta-

tions, all whofe good proceedings the eternal God proteft and preferve. And thefe

have been the true proceedings and accidents in thofe plantations.

Now to make a particular relation of all the acts and orders in the courts belonging

unto them, of the annihilating old patents and procuring new, with the charge, pains,

and arguments, the reafons of fuch changes, all the treaties, confultations, orations,

and diifentions about the fharing and dividing thofe large territories, connrming of
counfellors, electing all forts of officers, direftions, letters of advice, and their anfwers,

difputations about the magazines and impofitions, fuiters for patents, pofitions for

freedoms, and confirmations with complaints of. injuries here, and alfo the mutinies,

examinations, arraignments, executions, and the caufe of the fo often revolt of the

favages at large, as many would have had. and it may be, fome do expefl: it would
make more quarrels than any of them would willingly anfwer, and fuch a volume as

would tire any wife man but to read the contents ; for my own part, I rather fear the

unpartial reader will think this rather more tedious than necefiary : but he that would
be a praditioner in thofe affairs, I hope will allow them not only needful but expedient

:

but however, if you pleafe to bear with thofe errors I have committed, if God pleafe

I live, my care and pains fhall endeavour to be thankful ; if I die, accept my good
will: if any defire to be further fatisfied, what defeft is found in this, they fliall find

fupplied in me, that thus freely have thrown myfelf with my mite into the treafury of

my country's good, not doubting but God will fiir up fome noble fpirits to confider

and examine if worthy Columbus could give the Spaniards any fuch certainties for his

defign, when Queen Ifabel of Spain, fet him forth with fifteen fail, and though Ipro-

mife no mines of gold, yet the warlike Hollanders let us imitate but not hate, whofe
wealth and ftrength are good teftimonies of their treafury gotten by fifliing; and New
England hath yielded already by general computation one hundred thoufand pounds at

the leaft. Therefore honourable and worthy countrymen, let not the meannefs of the

word jij}j diftafte you, for it will afford as good gold as the mines of Guiana or
Potofi, with lefs hazard and charge, and more certainty and facility.

J. S,

TRAVELS
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TRAVELS IN CANADA;
BY THE BARON LAHONTAN.*'

TO HIS GRACE WILLIAM DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE,

tiOrd Steward of Her Majefty's Houfhold, Lord Lieutenant of the County of Derby, Chief Jiiilice i«

Eyre of a!l Her Majefty's Forefts, Chacea, Parks, &c, Trent-North ; one of the Lords of Her
Majefty's Moft Honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the Mod Noble Order of the Gaiter.

My Lord,

SINCE I had the honour to prefent the King of Denmark with the firfl part of
this book, I prefume to make a prefent of the latter to Your Grace. In making the

firfl dedication, I had no other inducement, than a due regard to the benefits I receiv'd

from His Majefty's favour ; and the fame motive with reference to Your Grace, has

protnpted me to malce this acknowledgment of the undeferved favours you kindly vouch-

safed me.

I did not dare to launch out into the praife of His Danifli Majefty, who has a juft

title to all forts of encomiums ; by reafon that the little French I had has been forgot

among a fort of people, that take panegyrics to be affronts. 'Tis with the fame view,

my Lord, that I decline the pleafure of publifliing thofe diftinguifliing qualities, that

place Your Lordfliip at the head of the moft accomplilhed Grandees of the world, and
the luoll zealous patriots of their country.

I am, with all gratitude and veneration.

My Lord,

Your Grace's moft humble, and moft obedient fervant,

LAHONTAN.

THE PREFACE.

HAVING flattered myfclf with the vain hopes of retrieving the King of France's

favour, before the declaration of this war, 1 was fo far from thinking to put tliefe

letters and memoirs to the prefs, that I defigned to have committed 'em to the flames,

if that Monarch had done me the honour of reinftating me in my former places, with

the good leave of Meflrs. de Pontchartrainf, the father and the Ion. 'Twas with that

* 2d Edition, London n^g, 2 vols. 8to.

t The one Chancellor of France, and the other Secretary of State j both of them Taftly rich.
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view that I ncgleftcd to put 'em in fuch a drefs as might now be wifhcd for, for the

fatisfadion of the reader that gives himfelf the trouble to perufe 'ein.

Between the fifteenth and fixteenth year of my age I went to Canada, and there

took care to keep up a conftant correfpondence by letters with an old relation, who
had required of me a narrative of the occurrences of that country, upon the account
of the yearly aflillance he gave me. 'Tis thefe very letters that make the greatefl

part of the firft volume. They contain an account of all that pafs'd between the Eng-
lifh, the French, tlic Iroquefe, and the other favage nations, from the year 1683 to

1694. Together with a great many curious remarks, that may be of ufe to thofe who
have any knowledge of the Englifh or French colonies.

The whole is writ with a great deal of fidelity ; for I reprefent things jufl as they are.

I neither flatter nor fpare any perfon whatfoever ; I attribute to the Iroquefe*, the

glory they have purchafed on feveral occafions, though at the fame time I hate that

rafcally people, as much as horns and law-fuits. Notwithflanding the veneration I have

for the clergy, I impute to them all the mifchief the Iroquefe have done to the French
colonies, in the courfe of a war that had never been undertaken, if it had not been for

the councils of thefe pious churchmen.

The reader is defired to take notice that the towns of New York are known to the

French by their old names only, and for that reafon I was oblig'd to make ufe of the

fame in my letters, as well as my maps. They give the name of New York to all that

country, that reaches from the fource of its river to the mouth, that is, to the ifland,

upon which there ftands a city call'd in the time of the Dutch, Manathe, and now by
the Englifh, New York. In like manner the plantation of Albany, that lies towards

the head of the river, is call'd by the French, Orange.

Farther ; I would not have the reader to take it amifs, that the thoughts of the

favages are fet forth in an European drtfs. The occafion of that choice proceeded

from the relation I correfponded with ; for that honeft gentleman ridiculed the meta-

phorical harangue of the Grangulaf ; and intreated me not to make a literal tranflation

of a language that was fo ftuifed with fictions and lavage hyperboles. It is for this

reafon that all the difcourfes and arguments of thofe nations are here accommodated to-

the European ftyle and way of fpeaking ; for having complied with my friend's requeft,

I contented myfelf in keeping only a copy of the letters I writ to him, during my pil-

grimage in the country of thefe naked philofophers.

It will not be improper to acquaint the reader, by the bye, that thofe who know my
faults, do as little juflice to thefe people, as they do to me, in alleging I am a fivage

myfelf, and that that makes me fpeak fo favourably of my fellow-favages. Thefe
obfervers do me a great deal of honour, as long as they do not explain themfelves, fo

as to make me direftly of the fame character with that which is tacked to the word
favage by the Europeans in their way of thinking: for in faying only that I ana of the

fame temper with the favages, they give me, without defign, the character of the

honeftefl: man in the world. It is an uncontefled truth, that the nations which are

not debauched by the neighbourhood of the Europeans, are ftrangers to the meafures

of meiim and iician, and to all laws, judges, and priefts. This cannot be called in

queftion, fince all travellers that vifit thofe countries, vouch for its truth ; and a great

many of different profeifions have given the world repeated affurances that it is fo.

Now this being granted, we ought not to fcruple to believe, that thefe are fuch wife

• Called by the Englifh in New York, Maliak. f See Letter 7th.

and
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znd reafonable people. I take it, a man muft be quite blind who does rot fee that

the property of -goods (I do not fpeak of the ingrofling of women) is the only fource

of all the diforders that perplex the European focieties. Upon that confideration it will

be eafy to perceive, that I have not fpoke wide in defcribing that wifdom and acutenefs

which fliines through the words and actions of thefe poor Americans. If all the world

had accefs to the books of voyages that are found in fome weil-llocked libraries, they

would' find in above a hundred defcriptions of Canada, an infmity of difcourfes and

arguments offered by the favagcs, which are incomparably ftronger, and more nervous

than thofe I have inferted in my memoirs.

As for fuch as doubt of the inftincl and wonderful capacity of beavers, they need

only to caft their eyes upon the great map of America, drawn by the Sieur deFer, and

engraved atPariein the year 1698 j where they will meet with feveral furprizing things

relating to thefe animals.

While my book was printing in Holland, I was in England ; and as foon as it ap-

peared, feveral Englifh gentlemen of diftinguiflied merit, who underftand the French

as well as their mother tongue, gave me to know, that they would be glad to fee a

more ample relation of the manners and cuftoms of the people of that continent,

xvhom we call by the name of favages. This obliged me to comnmnicate to thefe

gentlemen the fabftance of the feveral.conferences I had in that country with a certain

Huron, whom the French call Rat. While I flayed at that American's village, I em-
ployed my time very agreeably in making a careful colle&ion of all his arguments and

opinions ; and as foon as I returned from my voyage upon the lakes of Canada, I

fliewed my manufcript to Count Frontenac, who was fo pleafcd with it, thai he took

the pains to affifl: me in digefting the dialogues, and bringing them into the order they

Eow appear in : for, before that, they were abrupt conferences without connexion.

Upon the foUcitatioii of thefe Englifli gentlemen, I have put thefe dialogues into

the hands of the perfon who tranflated my letters and memoirs : and if it had not

been for their preffing inffances, they had never feen the light ; for there are but few

in the world that will judge impartially, and without prepofleffion of fome things con-

tained in them.

I have likewife entrufled the fame tranflator v.'ith fome remarks that I made in

Portugal and Denmark, when I fled thither from Newfoundland. There the

'•cadcr will meet with a defcription of Lifbon and Copenhagen, and of the capital city of

Arragon.

To the traiifiation ofmy fn-fl: volume, I have added an exa£l map of Newfoundland,
which was not in the original. I have likewife correded. almott all the cuts of the

Holland imprtfTion, for the Dutch gravers had murdered them, by not underflanding

their explications, which were all in French. They have engraved women for men,
and men for women ; naked pcrlbns for thofe that are clothed, aild e contra. As for

the maps, the reader will find them very exadl ; and I have taken care to have the

tracts of my voyages more nicely delineated than in the original.

I underftand by letters from Paris,that the two Mcllieurs do Pontchartrain endeavour

by all means to be revenged upon me for the affront they fay I gave them in publifhing

jome trifling ftories in my book, that ought to have been concealed. I am likewife in-

formed, that I have reafon to be apprehenfive of the refentment of feveral ecclefiadics,

who pretend I have infulted God in ccnfuring their condutt. But fince I expeded
nothing lefs than the furious refentment both of the one and the other, when I put this

book to the prefs j I had time enough to arm myfclf from top to toe, in order to make
head
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head againfl: them. It is my comfort, that I have writ nothing but what I make good
by authentic proofs ; befides, that I could not have faid lefs of them than I have done;
for if I had not tied myfelf up to the direft thread of my difcourfe, I could have made
digreflions, in which the condufl both of the one and the other would have appeared

to be prejudicial to the rcpofe of the fociety, and the public good. I had provocation

enough to have treated them in that manner ; but my letters being addreffed to an old

bigoited relation of mine, who fed upon devotion, and di'eaded the influence of the

court ; he flill befeeched me to write nothing to him that might difoblige the clergy

or the courtiers, for fear of the intercepting of my letters. However, I have advice

from l\u-is, that fome pedants are fet at work to lafh me in writing ; and fo I mufl
prepare to ftand the brunt of a fhower of aflVonts, that will be poured upon me in a few
days. But it is no matter ; I am fo good a conjurer, that I can ward off any ftorm

from the fide of Pans. I laugh at their threats j and fince I cannot make ufe of my
fword, I'll wage war with my pen.

This I only mention, by the by, in this my Preface to the Reader, whom I pray

the Heavens to crown with profpcrity, in prefcn'ing him from having any bufmefs to

adjufl: with mofl: of the niiniflers of fiate, and priefts ; for let them be never fo faulty,

they'll flill be faid to be in the right, till fuch time as anarchy be introduced amongfl
us, as well as the Americans, among whom the forryeft fellow thinks himfelf a better

man than a Chancellor of France. Thefe people are happy in being fcreen'd from
the tricks and fhifts of minifters, who are always mafters wherever they come. I envy
the ftate of a poor favage, who tramples upon laws, and pays homage to no fceptre.

I wifli I could fpend the reft: of my life in his hut, and fo be no longer expofed to the

chagrin of bending the knee to a fet of men that facrifice the public good to their

private intereft, and are born to plague honefl: men. The two minifliers of ftate I have
to do with, have been folicitcd in vain, by the Duchefs of Lude, Cardinal Bouillon,

Count Guifcar, Mr. De Ouiros, and Count D'Avaux : nothing could prevail, though
all that is laid to my charge confifts only in not bearing the affronts of a governor,
whom they proteft; at a time when a hundred other officers who live under the impu-
tation of crimes, infinitely greater than mine, are excufed for three months abfence

from court. Now the reafon is, that they give lefs quarter to thofe who have the

misfortune to difpleafe the two Meffieurs De i-'onchartrain, than to fuch as act con-

trary to the King's orders.

But after all my misfortunes, I have this to folace me, that I enjoy in England a

fort of liberty that is not met with elfewhere: for one may juft;ly fay, that of all the

countries inhabited by civilized people, this alone affords the greateft perfedlion of
liberty ; nay, I do not except the liberty of the mind, for I am convinced that the

Englifii maintain it with a great deal of tendernefs: fo true it is, that all degrees of
flavery are abhorred by this people, who (hew their wifdom in the precautions they

take to prevent their finking into a fatal fervitude.

XIII. L I. LETTEI^
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L E T T E R I.

Dated at the Port of Quebec, Nov. 8, 1683,

Contahiing a Defeription of the Taffagefrom Trance to Canada, whhfome Remarks vpoti

the Coajls, Channels, &c., and the Variation of the Needle.

Sir,

I AM furprizcd to find that a voyage to the New World is fo formidable to thofe

who are obliged to undertake it ; for 1 folemnly proteft, that it is far from being what
the world commonly takes it for. It is true the pafTage is in fome meafure long, but

then the hopes of viewing an unknown country, atones for the tedioufnefs of the

voyage. When we broke ground from Rochelle, I acquainted you with the reafons

that moved JMr. Le Fevre de la Barre, governor-general of Canada, to fend the Sieuv

Mahu, a Canadefe, to France ; and at the fame time gave you to know, that he had

refolved upon the utter deftruftion of the Iroquefe, who are a very warlike and favage

people. Thefe barbarians befriend the Englilh, upon the account of the fuccours

they receive from them; but they are enemies to us, upon the apprehenfion of being

deftroyed by us fome time or other. The General I fpoke of but now, expeded
that the King would fend him feven or eight hundred men; but when we fet out

from Rochelle, the feafon was fo far advanced, that our three companies of marines

were reckoned a fuflicient venture.

1 met with nothing in our pall'age that was difagreeable, abating for a florm that

alarmed us for fome days, upon the precipice of the bank of Newfoundland, where

the waves fwell prodigioully, even when the winds are low. In that ftorm our frigate

received fome rude fhocks from the fea ; but in regard that fuch accidents arc ufual

in that voyage, they made no imprelTion upon the old fcafoned failors. As for my
part, I could not pretend to that pitch of indifference, for having never made fuch a

voyage before, I was fo alarmed in feeing the waves mount up to the clouds, that I

made more vows to Neptune than the brave Idomcnitus did in his return from the

wars of Troy. After we made the bank, the waves funk, and the wind dwindled,

and the fea became fo fmooth and eafy, that we could not work our Ihip. You can

fcarce imagine what quantities of cod-fifli were caught there by our feamen in the

fpace of a quarter of an hour, for though we had thirty-two fathom water, yet the

hook was no fooner at the bottom than the fhh was caught, fo that they had nothing

to do but to throw in and take up without interruption: but after all, fuch is the mif-

fortunc of this fifliery, that it docs not fucceed but upon certain banks, which are

commonly paft over without (topping. However, as we were plentifully entertained

at the coff of ihcfe fifhes, fo fuch of them at continued in the fea nude fuflicient

reprifals upon the corpfe of a captain and of feveral foldiers, who died of the fcurvy,

and were thrown overboard three or four days after.

In the meantime the wind veering to the weft-north-wefl:, we were obliged to lay by

for five or fix days; but after that it chopped to the north, and fo we happily made
Cape Rafe, though indeed our pilots were at a lofs to know where we were, by

reafon that they could not take the latitude for ten or twelve days before. You may
cafily imagine that it was with great joy that we heard one of our failors call from the

top-mafl. Land, land, jufl as St. Paul did when he approached to Malta, Try Sp,

rii» ipw : for you mufl know that when the pilots reckon they approach to land, they

I ufe
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t»fe the precaution of fending up failors to tlie top-maft, in order to feme difcovery,

and thefe failors are relieved every two hours till night comes, at which time they

furl their fails if the land is not yet defcricd, fo that in the night-time they fcarce

make any way. From this it appears how important it is to know the coaft, before

you approach to it ; nay, the paflengers put fuch a value upon the difcovcry, that

they prefent the firfl difcovercr with fome piftolcs. In the meantime you'll be picafcd

to obferve, that the needle of the compafs, wliich naturally points to the north, turns

upon the bank of Newfoundland, 23° towards the north-weft, that is, it points there a

degree nearer to the weft than north-north-weft. This remark we made by our coni-

pafs of variation.

AVe defcried the cape about noon, and in order to confirm tlie difcovery, ftood in

upon it with all fails aloft. At laft, being aifurcd that it was the promontory we looked

for, an univerfal joy was fpread throughout the fhip, and the fate of the wretches that

we had thrown overboard was quite forgot. Then the failors fet about the chriftening

of thofe w ho had never made the voyage before ; and indeed they had done it fooner,

if it had not been for the death of our above-mentioned companions. The chriftening

I fpeak of, is an impertinent ceremony, praflifed by feafaring men, whofe humours
are as ftrange and extravagant as the element itfelf, upon which they fooliflily trufl

themfelves. By virtue of a cuftom of old ftanding, they profane the facrament of

baptifm in an unaccountable manner. Upon that occafion the old failors being

blackened all over, and difguifed with rags and ropes, force the greener fort that have

never paifed fome certain degrees of latitude before, to fall down on their knees, and
to fwear upon a book of fea-charts, that upon all occafions they will praclife upon
others, the fame ceremony that is then made ufe of towards them. After the adminif-

tering of this ridiculous oath, they throw fifty buckets full of water upon their head,

belly, and thighs, and indeed, all over their bodies, without any regard to times or

feafons. This piece of folly is chiefly practifed under the equator, under the tropics,

under the polar circles, upon the bank of Newfoundland, and in the Streights of

Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Dardanelles. As for perfons of note or characler, they

are exempted from the ceremony, at the expence of five or fix bottles of brandy for

the fhip's crew.

Three or four days after the performance of this folemnity, we difcovered Cape
Raye, and fo made up to St. Lawrence Bay, in the mouth of which we were becalmed
for a little while, and during that calm we had a clearer and pleafanter day than any
we had feen in the paflagc. It looked as if that day had been vouchfafed us by way
of recompence for the rains, fogs, and high winds that we encountered by the way.
There we faw an engagement between a whale and a fword-fifli*, at the diftance of a

gun-lliot from our frigate. We were perfectly charmed when we faw the fword-fifh

jump out of the water in order to dart its fpear into the body of the whale, when
obliged to take breath. This entertaining fliow lafted at leaft two hours, foraetimcs

to the ftarboard and fomctimes to the larboard of the fhip. The failors, among whom
fuperftition prevails as much as among the Egyptians, took this for a prefage of fome
mighty Itorm ; but the prophecy ended in two or three days of contrary winds, during

which time we traverfed between the ifland of Newfoundland and that of Cape Breton.

Two days after we came in fight of the ifland of Fowls, by the help of a north-eaft

wind, which drove us from the mouth of St. Lawrence Bay to the Ifle of Anticofti,

* Efpadon, a fifh between ten and fifteen feet long, being four feet in circumference, and having in

its fnout a fort of faw which is four feet long, four inches broad, and fis lines thick.

L L 2 iipon
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upon the bank of which we thought to have been cafl: away, by nearlng it too much.

In the mouth of tliat river we fell into a fecond calm, which was followed by a con-

trary wind, that obliged us to lie by for fome days. At laft we made Tadouffac, by

gradual approaches, and there came to an anchor.

This river is four leagues broad where we then rode, and twenty-two at its mouth,

but it contracts itfelf gradually as it approaches to its fource. Two days after the

wind {landing eaft, we weighed anchor, and being favoured by the tide, got fafe

through the channel of the Red Illand, in which the currents are apt to turn a veffcl

on one fide, as well as at the ifland of Coudrefs, which lies fome leagues higher.

But upon the coaft of the lafl; ifland, we had certainly flruck upon the rocks if we had

not dropped an anchor. Had the fliip been cafl away at that place we might eafily

have faved ourfelves : but it proved fo, that we were more afraid than hurt. Next

morning we weighed with a frefh gale from the eaft, and the next day after came to

an anchor over againfl Cape Tourmente, where we had not above two leagues over,

though at the fame time it is a dangerous place to thofe who are unacquainted with the

channel. From thence we had but feven leagues failing to the port of Quebec, where

we now ride at anchor. In our pafTage from the Red Ifland to this place, we i;iw

fuch floats of ice, and fo much fnow upon the land, that we were upon the point of

turning back for France, though we were not then above thirty leagues off our defired

port. We were afraid of being flopped by the ice, and fo lofi; ; but thank God we
efcaped.

We have received advice, that the governor has marked our quarters for our troops

in fome villages or cantons adjacent to this city ; fo that I am obliged to prepare to go

afhore, and therefore mufl make an end of this letter. I cannot as yet give you any

account of the country, excepting that it is already mortally cold. As to the river,

I mean to give you a more ample defcription of it, when 1 come to know it better.

We are informed that Mr. De la Salle is juft returned from his travels, which he

«jndertook upon the difcovery of a great river that falls into the Gulf of Mexico, and

that he embarks to-morrow for France. He is perfeclly well acquainted with Canada,

and for that reafon you ought to vifit him if you go to Paris this winter. I am.

Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER II.

Dated at the Canton of Beaupre, May 2, 16S4.

Conlaining a Defcription of the Plantations of Canada, and the Manner in zohicb they

werefrji formed : as alfo an Account of the Tranfportation of Whoresfrom France to

that Country ; together with a View of its Climate and Soil.

Sir,

AS foon as we landed lafl year, Mr. De la Barre lodged our three companies in

fome cantons or quarters in the neighbourhood of Quebec. The planters cjll thefe

places Cotes, which in France fignifies no more than the fea-coafl ; thougii in this

country, where the names of town and village are unknown, that woi-d is made ule of to

exprels a feignory or manor, the houfes ot which lie at the diftance of two or three

hundred paces one from another, and are feated on tiie brink of the river of St. Lau-

rence. In carnelt, Sir, the boors of thofc* manors live with more eafe and conveniency

-than an infinity of the gentlemen in France. I am out indeed in calling them boors, for

8 that
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that name is as little known here as in Spain ; whether it be that they pay no taxes, and

enjoy the liberty of hunting and fifliing, or that the cufinefs of their life, puts them
upon a level with the nobility. The pooreft of them have for arpents * of ground in

front, and thirty or forty in depth: the whole country being a continued foreft of lofty

trees, the flumps of which mull be grubbed up before they can make ufe of a plough.

It is true, this is a troublcfome and chargeable tafk at firft ; but in a fliort time after they

make up their loffes; for when the virgin ground is capable of receiving feed, it yields

an increafe to the rate of an hundred-fold. Corn is there fown in IMay, and reaped

about the middle of September. Inftead of threfliing the flieafs in the field, they con-

vey them to barns, where they lie till the coldeft fealon of the winter, at which time the

grain is more eafily difengagedfrom the ear. In this country they likewife fow peafe,

which are much efleemed in France. All forts of grain are very cheap here, as well as

butchers meat and fowl. The price of wood is almofl nothing, in comparifon with the

charge of its carriage, which after all is very inconfiderable.

Molt of the inhabitants are a free fort of people that removed hither from France, and

brought with them but little money to fet up withal : the reft are thofe who were
foldiers about thirty or forty years ago, at which time the I'egiment of Carignan was
broke, and they exchanged a milit^^ry pofl: for the trade of agriculture. Neither the

one nor the other paid any thing for the grounds they poflefs, no more than the officers

of thefe troops, who marked out to themfelves certain portions of unmanured and
woody lands; for this vaft continent is nothing elfe than one contiuued foreit. The
governors-general allowed the officers three or four leagues of ground in front, with as

much depth as they pleafed; and at the fame time the officers gave the foldiers as much
ground as they pleafed, upon the condition of the payment of a crown per arpent, by
way of fief.

After the reform of thefe troops, feveral fhips were fent hither from France, with a

cargo of women of an ordinary reputation, under the diretlion of fome old flale nuns,

who ranged them in three claffes. The veilal virgins were heaped up, (if I may fo

fpeak) one above another, in three difFerent apartments, where the bridegrooms fingled

out their brides, juft as a butcher does an ewe from amongft a flock of Iheep, In thefe

three feraglios, there was fuch variety and change' of diet as could fatisfy the molt

whimfical appetites; for here was fome big, fome little, fome fair, fome brown, fome fat

and fome meagre ; in fine, there was fuch accommodation that every one might

be fitted to his mind : and indeed the market had fuch a run, that in fifteen da)'S time,

they were all difpofed of. I am told, that the fatteft went oft' belt, upon the apprehtn-

fion that thefe being lefs active, would keep truer to their engagements, and hold out

better againll the nipping cold of the winter: but after all, a great many of the he-

adventurers found ihcmielvcs millaken in their meafures. However, let that be as it

will, it affiards a very curious reniark,namely, that in fome parts of the world, to which

the vicious European women are tranfported, the mob of thofe countries does ferioufly

believe that their fins are fo defaced by the ridiculous chrifteniag I took notice of before,

that they are looked upon ever after as ladies of virtue, of honour, and o'f untarniihed

conduct of life. The fparks that wanted to be married made their addreffes to the above

mentioned governeffes, to whom they were obliged to give an account of their goods

and eltates before they were allowed to make their choice in the three feraglios.

After the choice was determined, the marriage was concluded upon the fpot, in the

* An ar^^ent is a f^ot of ground containing one luindred perches ft^uare, each of which is eiglitecn

feet long.

prefence
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prefence of a priefl, and a public notary; and the next day the governor-general

beftowed upon the married couple a bull, a cow, a hog, a fow, a cock, a hen, two

barrels of fait meat, and eleven crowns ; together with a certain coat of arms called by

the Greeks *x£fala. The officers having a nicer tafte than the foldiers, made their ap-

plication to the daughters of the ancient gentlemen of the country, or thofe of the

richer fort of inhabitants ; for you know, that Canada has been poifeffed by the

French above an hundred years.

In this country every one lives in a good and a well furniflied houfe ; and mofl of

the houfes are of wood, and two (lories high. Their chimnics are very large, by reafoii

of the prodigious fires they make to guard themfelves from the cold, which is there

beyond all meafure, from the month of December to that of April. During that fpace

of time, the river is always frozen over, notwithflanding the flowing and ebbing of the

fea ; and the fnow upon the ground is three or four feet deep ; which is very flrange

in a country that lies in the latitude of 47° and fome odd minutes. Molt people

impute the extraordinary fnow to the number of mountains with which this vaft con-

tinent is repleniflied. Whatever is in that matter, I mull: take notice of one thing,

that feems very ftrange, namely, that the fummer days are longer here than at Paris.

The weather is then fo clear and ferene, that in three weeks time you fhall not fee a

cloud in the horizon. I hope to go to Quebec with the firfl opportunity ; for I have

orders to be in a readinefs to embark within fifteen days for Monreal, which is the

city of this country, that lies farthefl: up towards the head of the river. I am.

Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER III.

Dated at Quebec, May 15, 1684.

Containing an ample Dcfcription of the City ofQuebec, and of the IJland ofOrleans.

Sir,

BEFORE I fct out for Monreal, I had the curiofity to view the ifland of Orleans,

which is fevcn leagues in length, and three in breadth : it extends from over againil

Cape Tourmcnte, to within a league and a half of Quebec, at which place the river

divides itfelf into two branches. The fliips fail through the South Channel; for the

North Channel is fo foul with flielves and rocks, that the fmall boats can only pafs that

way. The ifland belongs to a General Farmer of France, who would make out of it a

thoufand crowns of yearly rent, if himfelf had the management of it. It is furrounded

with plantations that produce all forts of grain.

Oucbcc is the metropolitan of New France, being almofl: a league in circumference

;

it lies in the latitude of 47° 12'. The longitude of this place is uncertain, as well as

that of fcveral other countries, with the leave of the geographers, that reckon you up

one thoufand two hundred leagues from Rochelle to Quebec, without taking the pains

to meafure the courfe : however, I am fure that it lies but at too great a difiance from

France for the Oiips that are bound hither; for their paffage commonly lafls for two

months and a half, whereas the huineward-bound flilps may in thirty or forty days failing

eafily make the Belle Ifle, which is the fureft and mofl; ufual land that a fliip makes

upon a long voyage. The reafon of this diflerence is, that the winds are ealierly for

one hundred days of the year, and wefl;erly for two hundred audfixiy.

• Horns.

Quebec
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Quebec Is divided into the upper and lower city. The merchants live in the latter,

for the conveniency of the harbour : upon which they have built very fine houll's, three

ftory high, of a fort of (lone that is as hard as marble. The upper or high city is full

as populous and as well adorned as the lower. Both cities arc commanded by a caflle,

that (lands upon the higheft ground. This caflle is the refidence of the governors, and
affords them not only convenient apartments, but the noblefl and moft cxtenfjve profpeft

in the world. Quebec wants two effential things, namely, a key and fortifications :

though both the one and the other might be eafdy made, confidering the conveniency

of flones lying upon the fpot. It is incompaifed with feveral fprings, of the befl frefli

water in the world, which the inhabitants draw out of wells ; for they arxj fo ignorant

of the hydroflatics, that not one of them knows how to convey the water to certain

bafms, in order to raife either flat or fpouting fountains. Thofe who live on the river-

fide, in the lower city, are not half fo much pinched with the cold as the inhabitants of

the upper ; befides that the former have a peculiar conveniency of tranfporting in boats,

corn, wood, and other neceflaries to the very doors of their houfes : but as the latter are

more expofed to the injuries of the cold, fo they enjoy the benefit and pleafure of a
cooler fummer. The way which leads from the one city to the other is pretty broad,

and adorned with houfes on each fide ; only it is a little lleep. Quebec flands upon a

very uneven ground ; and Its houfes are not uniform. The intendant lives in a bottom,

at fome fmall diflance from the fide of a little river, which, by joining the river of St.

Lawrence, coops up the city in a right angle. His houfe is the palace in which the

fovereign council affembles four times a week; and on one fide of which we fee great

magazines of ammunition and provilions. There are fix churches in the high city:,

the cathedral confifls of a bifhop, and twelve prebendaries, who live in common in the

chapter-houfe, the magnificence and architecture of which is truly wonderful. Thefe
poor priells are a very good fort of people ; they content themfelves with bare necef-

laries, and meddle with nothing but the affairs of the church, where the fervice is per-

formed after the Roman way. The fecond church is that of the Jefuits, which (lands

in the center of the city ; and is a fair, flately, and well lighted edifke. The great

altar of the Jefuits' church is adorned with four great cylindrical columns of one ftonej

the (tone being a fort of Canada prophyry, and black as jet, without either fpots or veins.

Thefe fathers have very convenient and large apartments, beautified with pleafant

gardens, and feveral rows of trees, which are fo thick and bufhy, that in fummer one
might take their walks for an ice-houfe : and indeed we may fay without flretching,

that there is ice not far from them, for the good fathers are never without a referve in

two or three places, for the cooling of their drink. Their college is fo fmall, that at

the bed they have fcarce fifty fcholars at a time. The third church is that of the Recol-
lefts, who, through the intercellion of Count Frontenac, obtained leave of the King to

build a little chapel, (which I call a church) notwiihflanding the remonftrances of Mr»
De Laval, our bifhop, who, in concert with the Jefuits, ufed his utmofl efforts for ten

years together to hinder it. Before the building of this chapel, they lived in a little-

hofpital that the bifhop had ordered to be built for them ; and fome of them continue

there flill. The fourth church is that of the Urfelines, which has been burned down
two or three times, and flill rebuilt to advantage. The fifth is that of the Hofpital-

order, who take a particular care of the fick, though themfelves are poor, and but ill'

lodged.

The fovereign council is held at Quebec. It confifts of twelve counfellors of Ca-
paly de Spada *, who are the fupreme judicature, and decide all caufes without appeal..

* See the explication table.
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The intendant claims a right of being prefident to the council ; but In the juftice-hall

the governor-general places himfelf fo as to face him, the judges being fet on both

fides of them, fo that one would think they are both prefidents. While Monfieur de

Frontenac was in Canada, he laughed at the pretended precedency of the intendants
;

nay, he ufed the members of that aflembly as roughly as Cromwell did the parlia-

ment of England. At this court every one pleads his own caufe, for folicitors or

barrifters never appear there ; by which means it comes to pafs, that law-fuits are

quickly brought to a period, without demanding court-fees or any other charges from

the contending parties. The judges, who have but four hundred livres a year from the

King, have a difpenfation of not wearing the robe and the cap. Befides this tribunal,

we have in this country a lieutenant-general, both civil and military, an attorney-gene-

ral, the great provoft, and a chief-juftice in eyre.

The way of travelling in the winter, whether in town or country, is that of fledges

drawn by horfes ; who are fo infenfible of the cold, that 1 have feen fifty or fixty of

them in January and February itand in the fnow up to their bread, in the midft of a

wood, without ever offering to go near their owner's houfe. In the winter-time they

travel from Quebec to Monreal upon the ice, the river being then frozen over ; and

upon that occafion thefe fledges will run you fifteen leagues a day. Others have their

fledges drawn by two maftiff dogs, but then they are longer by the way. As for their

way of travelling in fummer, I (hall tranfmit you an account of it, when I come to

be better informed. I am told that the people of this country will go a thoufand

leagues in canoes of bark ; a defcription of which you may expcft, as foon as I have

made ufe of them. The eafterly winds prevail here commonly in the fpring and au-

tumn ; and the wefterly have the afceudant in winter and fummer. Adieu, Sir : I mud
now make an end of my letter, for my matter begins to run Ihort. All I can fay is,

that as foon as I am better inftrufted in what relates to the commerce, and the civil

and ecclefiaflical government of the country, I will tranfmit you fuch exact memoirs

of the fame, as Ihall give you full fatisfaftion. Thefe you may expect with the firfl:

opportunity ; for in all appearance our troops w ill return after the conclufion of the

campaign that we are now going to make in the country of the Iroquefe, under the

command of Monfieur de la Barre. In feven or eight days time I mean to embark for

Monreal ; and in the meantime am going to make a progrefs to the villages to the

Scilleri, of Saut de la Chaudicre, and of Lorete, which are inhabited by the Abe-

nakis and the Hurons. Thefe places are not above three or four leagues off ; fo that

I may return with eafc next week. As for the manners of the people, I cannot pre-

tend to defcribe them fo foon ; for a jufl obfervation and knowledge of thefe things

cannot be compafTed without time. I have been this winter at hunting with thirty or

forty young Algonkins, who were well-made clever fellows. My defign in accompa-

nying them was to learn their language, which is mightily efleemed in this country
;

for all the other nations for a thoufand leagues round (excepting the Iroquefe and the

Hurons) underfland it perfedly well ; nay, all their refpeclive tongues come as near

to this, as the Portuguefe docs to the Spanifli. I have already made myfelf maffer of

fome words with a great deal of facility ; and they being mightily pleafed in feeing a

ftrangcr ftudy their tongue, take all imaginable pains to inflrud me.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER IV.

Dated at Monreal, June 14,4684.

Containing a brief Dcfcription of the Habitations ofthe Savages in the Neighbourhood of

Quebec : of the River of Saijit Laiurence, Isfc. as far up as Monreal : of a curious

-way of fifning Eels, and of the Cities ofFois Rivieres and Monreal : together with an

Account of the Ccndud of the Forefl Rangers* or Pedlars.

Sir,

BEFORE my departure from Quebec, I vifited the adjacent villages inhabited by

the favagcs. The village of Lorete is peopled by two hundred families of Hurons,

who were converted to Chriftianity by the Jefuits, though with a great deal of reluc-

tancy. The villages of Sillery and of Saut de la Chaudiere, are compofed of three

hundred families of Abenakis, who are likewife Chriftians, and among whom the

Jefuits have fettled mifiionaries. I returned to Quebec time enough, and embarked

under the condud: of a mafter, that would rather have had a lading of goods than of

foldiers. The north-eaft winds wafted us in five or fix days to Trois Rivieres, which

is the name of a fmail city, feated at the diftance of thirty leagues from hence. That

city derives its name from three rivers, that fpring from one channel, and after con-

tinuing their divifion for fome fpace, re-unite into a joint ftream, that fails into the

river of Saint Lawrence, about half a quarter of a league below the town. Had we
failed all night the tides would have carried us thither in two days time ; but in regard

that the river is full of rocks and {helves, we durft not venture upon it in the dark ;

fo we came to an anchor every night, v/hich did not at all difpleafe me ; for in the

courfe of thirty leagues (notvvlthftanding the darknefs of the night) it gave me an

opportunity of viewing an infinite number of habitations on each fide of the river,

which are not above a mulket-fliot dillant one from another. The inhabitants that are

fettled between Quebec and fifteen leagues higher, diverted me very agreeably with

the fifliing of eels. At low water they ftretch out hurdles to the lowed water-mark

;

and that fpace of ground being then dry by the retreat of the water, is covered over

and (hut up by the hurdles. Between the hurdles they place at certain diftances in-

llruments called ruches, from the refemblance they bear to a bee-hive ; befides baf-

kets and little nets belagged upon a pole, which they call bouteux and bouts de quie-

vres. Then they let all ftand in this falhion for three months in the fpring, and two

in the autumn. Now as often as the tide comes in, the eels looking out for fliallow

places, and making towards the fliore, croud in among the hurdles, which hinder them

afterwards to retire with the ebb-water ; upon that they are forced to bury themfelves

in the above-mentioned engines, which are fometimes fo overcraramed, that they break.

When it is low water the inhabitants take out thefe eels, which are certainly the biggeft

and the longefl in the world. They fait them up in barrels, where they will keep a

whole year without Ipoiling : and, indeed, they give an admirable relifii in all fauces

;

nay, there is nothing that the council of Quebec defires more, than that this fifhery

fhould be equally plentiful in all years.

Trois Rivieres is a little paltry town, feated in the latitude of 46° ; it is not fort'-

fied neither with ftone nor pales. The river to which it owes its name takes its rife an

hundred leagues to the north-weft, from the greateft ridge of mountains in the uni.

• Coureurs de Bois. See the explication table.
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verfe. The Algonkins, who are at prefent an erratic fort of favages, and, like the

Arabs, have no fettled abode ; that people, I fay, feldom ftraggle far from the banks

of this river, upon which they have excellent beaver-hunting. In former times the

Iroquefe cut off three-fourths of that nation ; but they have not dared to renew their

incurfions, fmce the French have peopled the countries that lie higher up upon the

river cf Saint Lawrence. I called Trois Rivieres a little town, with reference to the

paucity of the inhabitants ; though at the fame they are very rich, and live in flately

houfes. The King has made it the refidence of a governor, who would die for hunger,

if he did not trade with the natives for beavers, when his fmall allowance is out : be-

fides a man that would live there muft be of the like temper with a dog, or at lead

he muft take oleafurc in fcratching his (kin, for the fleas are there more numerous than

the grains of "fand. I am informed, that the natives of tiiis place make the beft fol-

diers in the country.

Three leao-ues higher we entered St. Peter's Lake, which is fix leagues long, and

had difficulty enough in crofiing it ; for the frequent calms obliged us to call anchor

feveral times. It receives three or four rivers that abound wiih fifii ; upon the mouth

of which I defcried with my telefcope very fine houfes. Towards the evening we

failed out of that lake with a frefli eafterly gale ; and though we hoifted up all our

fails the current run fo ftrong againft us, that it was three hours before we could

make Sorel, which was two fmall leagues off. Sorel is a canton of four leagues in

front, in the neighbourhood of which, a certain river conveys the waters of Cham-

plain Lake to the river of St. Lawrence, after having formed a water-fall of two leagues

at Chambli. Though we reckon but eight leagues from Sorel to Monreal, yet we

fpent three days in failing between them, by reafon partly of Hack winds, and partly

of the ftrength of the currents. In this courfe we faw nothing but iflands ; and both

fides of the river all along, froni Quebec to this place, are fo replenifhed with inha-

bitants, that one may jullly call them two continued villages of fixty leagues in

length.
_ _ ...

This place, which goes by the name of Villemane, or Monreal, lies in the latitude

of 45° and fome minutes, being feated in an ifland of the fame name, wliicii is about

five leagues broad, and fourteen leagues long. The diredtors of the feminary of Saint

Sulpitius, at Paris, are the proprietors of the ifland, and have the nomination of a

bailiff, and feveral other magiftrates ; nay, in former times, they had the privilege of

nominating a governor. This little town lies all open without any fortification either

of ftone or wood : but its fituation is fo advantageous, notwithftanding that it fl^iinds

upon an uneven and fandy ground, that it might cafily be made an impregnable port.

The river of Saint Lawrence, which runs juft |3y the houfes on one fide of this town,

is not navigable further, by reafon of its rapidity ; for about half a quarter of a league

higher, it is full of rapid falls, eddies, kc. IVI. Perot, the governor of the town, who

has but a thoufand crowns a year falary, has made fliift to get fifty thoufand in a few

years, by trading with the favages in flcins and furs. The bailiff" of the town gets but

little by his place, no more than his officers ; fo that the merchants are the only per-

fons that make money here ; for the favages that frequent the great lakes of Canada

come down hither ahnoft every year with a prodigious quantity of beavers'fl'iins, to be

given in exchange for arms, kettles, axes, knives, and a thoufand fuch things, upon

which the merchants clear two hundred per cent. Commonly the governor-general

comes hither about the time of their coming down, in order to fliare the profit, and

receive prefents from that people. The pedlars, calle i Coureurs de Bois, export

from hence every year feveral canoes full of merchandize, which they difpofe of

among
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among all the favage nations of the continent, by way of exchange for beaver (kins.

Seven or eight days ago I favv twenty-five or thirty of thefe canoes return with heavy

cargoes ; each canoe was managed by two or three men, and carried twenty hundred

weight, /. e. forty packs of beaver fki;is, which are worth a hundred crowns a-piece.

Thefe canoes had been a year and eighteen months out. You would be amazed if you

faw how lewd thefe pedlars are when they return ; how they feart; and game, and how
prodigal they are, not only in their cloaths, but upon women. Such of them as are

married have the wifdom to retire to their own houfes ; but the bachelors a£t jufl as

our Eaft Indiamen and pirates are wont to do ; for they lavifh, eat, drink, and play

all away, as long as the goods hold out ; and when thefe are gone, they even fell their

embroidery, their lace, and their cloaths. This done, they are forc'ed to go upon a

new voyage for fubfiftence.

The direftors of the feminary of St. Sulpitius, take care to fend miffionaries hither

from time to time, who Uve under the direftion of a fuperior, that is very much refpec-

ted in the country. They have apartments allotted for them in a (lately, great, and

pleafant houfe, built of freeftone. This houfe is built after the model of that of St.

Sulpice at Paris, and the altar ftands by itfelf, juft like that at Paris. Their feignories

or cantons that lie on the fouth fide of the idand, produce a confiderable revenue ; for

the plantations are good, and the inhabitants are rich in corn, cattle, fowl, and a thou-

fand other commodities, for which they find a market in the city ; but the north part

of the idand lies wafte. Thefe direftors would never fuft'er the Jefuits or RecoUeds to

difplay their banners here ; though it is conjeftured that at the long run they will

be forced to confent to it. At the diftance of a league from the town, I faw at the

foot of a mountain, a plantation of Iroquefe Chriftians, who are inftrucled by two
priefts of the order of Sulpitius ; and I am informed of a larger and more populous

plantation on the other fide of the river, at the didance of two leagues from hence,

which is taken care of by Father Bruyas the Jefuit. I hope to fet out from hence, as

foon as M. de la Barre receives advice from France ; for he defigns to leave Quebec
upon the arrival of the fird: fliip. I refolve to go to Fort Frontenac, upon the lake

that goes by the fame name. Ifl may credit thofe who have been formerly in ailion

againd the Iroquefe, I fliall be able upon my return from this campaign, to inform

you of fome things that will feem as ftrange to you, as they will be difagreeable to

niyfelf.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER V.

Dated at Monreal, June 18, 1684.

In "which is contained a JJ^ori Account of the Iroqnefe, with a View of the War and Peace

they made ivith the French, and of the Means by which it was brought about.

Sir,

I WROTE to you but four days ago, and did not think to have heard from you fo

foon ; but this morning I met with a very agreeable furprifal, in receiving a packet

addrefied to me by your brother. You may be fure I was infiniiely well pleafed, in

being given to underftand what has paded in Europe fince I left it. The knowledge
of the affairs of Europe is comfortable to one that is doomed to another world, fuch

as this is ; and I cannot but acknowledge myfelf infinitely indebted to you, for the

M M 1 exadaefs
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exaclnefs of your intelligence. Inafmuch as you require of me an account of the
Iroquefe, and would ha\'e me to prefent you with ajuft view of their temper and govern-
ment ; I would willingly fatisfy and oblige you in that or any other point : but in regard

that I am obliged to let out for Fort Frontenac the day after to-morrow, I have not
tune to inform myfelf of things, or to confult thofe who have been in the country be-

fore : fo that ail I can do at prefent, is only to acquaint you with what I have learned

this winter, from perfons that have fojourned twenty years among them. As foon as

I have an opportunity of enlarging my knowledge upon that head, by a more imme-
diate converfation vi'ith themfelves. you may affure yourfelf that I will in;purt it to you-

In the mean time be pleai'ed to accept of what follows.

Thefe barbarians are drawn up in five cantons, not unlike thofe of the SwiiTes.

Though thefe cantons are all of one nation, and united in one joint interelt, yet they

go by difierent names, viz. the Tfonontouans, the Goyogoans, the Onr.otagues, the

Onoyouts, and the Agnies. Their language is almoft the fame, and the five villages

or plantations in which they live, lie at the diilance of thirty leagues one from another,

being all feated near the Ibuth fide of the lake of Ontario, or of FrontonaC. Every year

the five cantons fend deputies to afllft at the Union feaft, and to fmoak in the great

calumet, or pipe, of the five nations. Each village or canton contains about fourteen

thoufand fouls, i. e. fifteen hundred that bear arms, two thoufand fuperannuated men,
lour thoufand women, two thoufand maids, and four thoufand children : though in-

deed fome will tell you, that each village has not above ten or eleven thoufand fouls.

I'here has been an alliance of long Handing between thefe nations and the Englifh, and
by trading in furs to New York they are fupplied by the Englifli with arms, ammuni-
tion, and all other neceflaries at a cheaper rate than the French can afford them at.

They have no other confideration for England or France, than what depends upon the

occafion they have for the commodities of thefe two nations ; though after all they give

an over-purchafe, for they pay for them four times more than they are worth. They
laugh at the menaces of our kings and governors, for they have no notion of depend-
ance, nay, the very word is to them infupportable. The look upon themfelves as

fovereigns, accountable to none but God alone, whom they call the Great Spirit. They
waged war with us almoil always, from the firfl fettlement of our colonies in Canada,
to the firft years of the Count of Frontenac's government. Meilieurs de Courfelles

and de Traci, both of them governors-general, made head againft the Agnies upon the

Champlain Lake, in winter as vi'ell as in fummer ; but they could not boaft of any
great fuccefs. They only burnt their villages, and carried off fome hundreds of their

children, of whom the above-mentioned Iroquefe Chriflians are fprung. It is true, they

cut oft ninety or an hundred warriors ; but in compenfation for that, feveral Cana-
dans, and feveral foldiers of the regiment of Carignan, being unprovided againft the

unfufferable cold of the climate, lofl their limbs, and even their hfe itlelf. Count
Frontenac, who fuccccded M. Courfelle, perceiving that the barbarians had the ad-

vantage of the Europeans, as to the waging of war in that country ; upon this appre-

hennon, I fay, he declined fuch fruirlefs expeditions, which were very chargeable to

the King, and ufed all his cffui ts to difpofc the favagcs to a finccre and lading peace.

This judicious governor had three things in view : the firit: was to encourage the

greateft part of the French inhabitants, who would have abdicated the colony, and
returned to France, if the war had continued. His fecond topic was, that the conclu-

fion of a peace would difpofc an infinity of people to marry, and to grub up the trees,

upon which the colony would be better peopled and enlarged. The third argu-
ment that difluaded him from carrying on the war, was a defign of purfuing the

difcovcry



LAHONTAN's travels in CANADA. 269

ilifcovery of the lakes, and of the favages that live upon their banks, in order to fettle

a commerce with them, and at the fame time to engage them in our interefts, by good
alliances, in cafe of a rupture with the Iroquefc. I Tpon the confideration of thefe

reafons, he fent fome Canadans by way of a formal embafly to the Iroquefe villages, in

order to acquaint them, that the King being informed that a ground lefs war was
carried on againft them, had fent him trom France to make peace with them. At the

fame time the ambalVadors had orders to ftipulate all the advantages they could obtain

with reference to the commerce. The Iroquefc heard this propofal with a great deal

of fatisfaclion ; for Charles II. King of England, had ordered his governor in New
York to reprefent to them, that if tliey continued to wage war with the French, they

were ruined, and that they would find themfelves cruflied by the numerous forces that

were ready to fail from France. In effect., they promifed to the anibaiTadors that four
hundred of their number fliould meet Count Frontenac, attended by an equal number
of his men, at the place where Fort Frontenac now (lands. Accordingly, fome months
after, both the one and the other met at the place appointed, and fo a peace was con-
cluded. M. de la Salle was very ferviceable to this governor, in giving him good and
feafonable advice, which I cannot now enter upon, being obliged to make fome pre-

parations for my voyage. When the campaign is over, you may expect to hear from
me. In the mean time.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER VI.

Dated at Monreal, June 20, 1684.

Being an ample Dcfcription of the Canoes made of Birch-Bark, in tvhicb the Canadans
perform all their Voyages ; luith an Account of the Manner in which they are made
and managed.

Sir,

I THOUGHT to have fet out as this day ; but in regard that our complement of
great canoes is not yet broughf up, our voyage is put off for two days. Having fo much
leifure time upon my hands, I have a mind to employ it in prcfenting you with a fhort

view of thefe (lender contrivances in which the Canadans perform all their voyages :

and this will furnilh you an idea of the voiture of this country. I faw but now above
an hundred canoes, feme great and fome little ; but confidcring that the former are

only proper for martial expeditions, and long voyages, I (hall confine my defcription to

that fort. Even the great ones are of different fizes ; for they run from ten to twenty-

eight feet long. Indeed the leafl of all hold but two perfons fet upon their breech, as

in a coffin, and are apt to overfet, if the paflengers move to one fide or the other : but
thofe of a larger fize will eafily afford (towage for fourteen perfons ; though thev are

commonly manned only with three men, when they are employed in tranfporting'pro-

vifions and merchandize ; and even then they will carry twenty hundred weight. The
largeit fort are fafe and (teady, when they are made of the bark of the birch-tree, which
comes otf with hot water in the winter time. The greateft trees afford the belt barks
for canoes; but oftentimes the bark of one tree is not fufticient. The bottom of the

boat is all of one piece, to which the fides are fo artfully fewed by the lavages, that the

whole boat appears as one continued bark. They are trimmed and flrengthened with

wicker wreaths, and ribs of cedar wood, which arc almolt as light as cork ; the wreaths
S are
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areas thick as a crown-piece ; but the bark has 'he thicknefs of two crowns, and ths .

ribs are as thick as three. On the two fides of the boat there run from one end to the

other two principal head-bars, in which the ends of the ribs are enchafed, and in which

the fpars are made fail, that run acrofs the boat and keep it coinpaft. I'hefe boats have

twenty inches in depth, that is from the upper edge to the platform of the ribs ; their

length extends to twenty-eight feet, and the width at the middle rib is computed to be

four feet and a half. They ai-e very convenient upon the account of their extreme

lightnefs, and the drawing of very little water ; but at the fame time, their brittle and

tender fabrick. is an argument of an equivalent inconveniency ;
for if they do but touch

or grate upon ftone or fand, the cracks of the bark fly open, upo n which the water get$

in, and fpoils the provifions and merchandize : every day there is fome new chink or

feam to be gummed over. At night there are always unloaded, and carried on Ihore,

where they are made fall with pegs> left the wind fliould blow them away : for they are

fo light that two men carry them upon their flioulders with eafe. This conveniency o'

lightnefs and eafy carriage renders them very ferivceable in the rivers of Canada, which

are full of cataracts, water-falls, and currents: for in thefe rivers we are obliged eithoi'

to tranfport them over-land where fuch obftruftions happen, or elfe to tow them along

where the current is not over rapid, and the fliore is acceflible. Thefe boats are of nc

ufe for the navigation of lakes ; for the waves would fwallow them up, if they coulcj

not reach the fliore when a wind arifes. It is true the inhabitants venture in them for

four or five leagues from one iiland to another ; but then it is always in calm weather,

and nothing is made ufe of but oars ; for bcfides the rifque of being over-fet, the goods

are in danger of being damaged by the water, efpecially the furs which are the mod
valuable part of the cargo. When the feafon ferves, they carry little fails ; but if the

wind be but a littl&brifk, though they run right afore it, it is impoffible to make any ufe

of it without running the rific of fliipwreck. If their courfe lies direftly fouth, they

cannot put up fail without the wind ftands at one of the eight points, between north-wed

and north-eaft ; and if a wind happens to fpring any where elfe, (unlefs it comes from

the land which they coaft along) they are obliged to put into the fliore with all poflible

expedition, and unload the boat out of hand till fuch time as a calm returns.

As for the working of thefe boats, the canoe-men ply fometimes on their knees,

namely, when they run down the fmall water-falls ; fometimes fl;anding when they

flcm a current, by fetting the boat along with poles, and fometimes fitting, viz. in

fmooth and flagnating water. The oars they make ufe of are made of maple-wood,

(there is a rude print in the original.) The blade of the oar is twenty inches

long, fix inches broad, and four lines thick, the handle is about three foot long

and as big as a pigeon's egg. "When they have occafion to run up agalnft rapid

currents, they make ufe of poles made of pine-wood, and the fetting of the boat along

with thefe is what they call piquer de fond. The canoes have neither flern nor prow,

for they run to a point at both ends, neither have they keels, nails, or pegs, in the

wiiole flruclure. The fleerfman, or he who conns the boats, rows without interruption

as well as the reft. The common purchafe of fuch a boat is eighty crowns ; but it

does not laft above five or fix years.

This day I have received advice that I\L de la Barre has raifed the militia in the

neighbourhood of Quebec, and that the governor of this iflanJ has received orders to

Jiave that of llie adjacent cantons in readinefs to march.

7 I am, Sir, yours, &c.
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LETTER VII.

Dated at Monreal, Nov. 2, 1684.

Defcrib'mg the Courfe of the River of St. Lawrence, from Monreal to the firft great

Lake of Canada ; with the Water-falls, Cataracts, and Navigation of that River : as

alfo Fort Frontenac, and the Advantages that accruefrom it. Together with a circum-

flantial Account of the Expedition of M. de la Barre, the governor-general againfl

the Iroquefe ; the Speeches he made, the Replies he received, and the final Accommoda-

tion of the DijfcreiKC.

Sir,

THANK God I have finiflied this campaign, and I am now returned in fafety to

this place. To prefent you with the hiftory of our campaign, be pleafed to know that

in two or three days after the date of my laft, I embarked on board of a canoe that

was worked by three expert canoe-men. Every canoe contained two foldiers, and
we all rowed up againfi; the current of the river till we arrived at Saut de St. Louis,

about three leagues above this town, which is a little water-fall, but fo rapid that our
watermen were forced to ftand in the water up to their middle, in order to drag the

canoes againft the ftream for half a quarter of a league. We re-embarked above

this pafs, and rowed about twelve leagues up the river, and through the lake of

St. Louis, till we arrived at a place called the Cafcades, where we were forced to turn

out and carry our boats and baggage overland about half a quarter of a league. It is

true, we might have towed our boats againfl the flream in this place with fome
labour, but there was a cataradt a little above it, which they call le Catarafte du Trou.
I had taken up a notion that the only difficulty of failing up the river confided in the

trouble of land-carriage: but when I came to be a fpeftator of the matter, I found
that the ftemming of the currents whether in towing of the canoes, or in fetting them
along with poles was equally laborious. About five or fix leagues higher we came to

the water-falls called Sauts des Cedres, and du Builfon, where we were forced to

tranfport our boats five hundred paces overland. Some leagues above that we
entered the lake of St. Francis, which is faid to be twenty leagues in circumference,

and having croffed it, met with as ftrong currents as before, particularly at a fall

called Long Saut, where we had recourfe to land-carriage for half a league. Then
we were forced to drag up the boats againfl the rapid flream, and after a great deal

of fatigue came at lafl to a pafs called la Galete, from whence we had but twenty
leagues failing to Fort Frontenac. This pafs was the laft difficulty we had to fur-

mount, for above it the water was as flill as that of a pool, and then our watermen
plied with their oars inflead of poles.

The Manngouins, which we call Midges, are unfufFerably troublefome in all the

countries of Canada. We were haunted with fuch clouds of them, that we thought
to be eat up, and fmoking being the only artifice that could keep them off, the remedy
was worfe than the difeafe : in the night-time the people flielter themfelves from them
in bowers or arbours, made after the following manner : they drive into the ground
flakes or little branches of trees, at a certain diflance one from another, fo as to form
a femicircular figure, in which they put a quilt and bed-cloaths, covering it above with
a large Iheet that falls down to the ground on all fides, and fo hinders the infecis to

enter.

We
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We landed at Fort Frontenac after twenty days failing, and immediately upon our

arrival, M. Dura, our commander-in-chief, viewed the fortifications of the place, and

three large barks that lay at anchor in the port. We repaired the fortifications in a

very little time, and fitted up the three barks. This fort was a fquare, confifting of

large curtains flanked with four little baftions ; thefe flanks had but two battlements,

and the walls were fo low, that one might eafily climb upon them without a ladder.

After M. de la Salle concluded the peace with the Iroquefe, the King bellowed upon

him and bis heirs the property of this place : but he was fo negligent, that inflead of

enriching himfelf by the commerce it might have afforded, he was confiderably out of

pocket upon it. To my mind this fort is fituated very advantageoufly for a ti-ade

with the five Iroquefe nations, for their villages lie in the neighbourhood of the lake,

upon which they may tranfport their furs in canoes with more eafe than they can

carry them overland to New York. In time of war I take it to be indefenfible, for

the cataracts and currents of the river are fuch, that fifty Iroquefe may there flop

five hundred French, without any other arms but (tones. Do but coijfider. Sir, that

for twenty leagues together the river is fo rapid, that we dare not fet the canoe four

paces off the fliore ; befides, Canada being nothing but a foreft, as I intimated above,

it is impoffible to travel thei-e without falling every foot into ambufcades, efpecially

upon the banks of this river, which are lined with thick woods, that render them inac-

ceffible. None but the favages can (kip from rock to rock, and fcour through the

thickets as it were an open field. If we were capable of fuch adventures, we might

march five or fix hundred men by land to guard the canoes that carry the provifions ;

but at the fame time it is to be confidered, that before they arrived at the fort, they would
confume more provifions than the canoes can carry, not to mention that the Iroquefe

would (fill out-number them. As to the particulars relating to the fort, I (hall take

notice of them when I come to give a general defcription of New France.

While we continued at Fort Frontenac, the Iroquefe who live at Ganeouffe and
Quente, at the diftance of feven or eight leagues from thence, threw in upon us harts,

roebucks, turkies, and fifh, in exchange for needles, knives, powder and ball.

Towards the end of Auguft, M. de la Barre joined us, but he was dangeroufly ill of

a fever, which raged in like manner among mod: of his militia, fo that only our three

companies were free from ficknefs. This fever was of the intermitting kind, and the

convulfive motions, tremblings, and frequency of the pulfe that attended the cold fit,

were fo violent, that moft of our fick men died in the fecond or third fit ; their blood

was of a blackidi brown colour, and tainted with a fort of yellowidi ferum, not unlike

pus or corrupt matter. M. de la Barre's phyfician, who, in my opinion, knew as

little of the true caufes of fevers as Hippocrates or Galen, and a hundred thoufand

befides ; this mighty phyfician, I fay, pretending to trace the caufe of the fever I now
fpeak of, imputed it to the unfavourable qualities of the air and the aliment. His

plea was, that the exceffive heat of the fcafon put the vapours or exhalations into an

over-rapid motion; that the air was fo ovcr-rarificd, that we did not fuck in a fufficient

quantity of it, that the Imall quantity we did receive was loaded with infects and
impure corpufculums, which the fatal neceffity of refpiration obliged us to fwallow,

and that by this means nature was put into diforder : he added, that the ufe of

brandy and fait meat foured the blood, that this fourncfs occafioned a fort of coagula-

tion of the chyle and blood, that the coagulation hindered it to circulate through the

heart with a due degree of celerity, and that thereupon there enfaed an extraordinary

fermentation, which is nothing elfe but a fever. But after ail, to my m.ind, this

gentleman's fyftem was too much upon the Iroquefe (train ; for at that rate the dif-

temper
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temper mufl have feized all without diftindlion, whereas neither our foldiers nor the

feafoned Canadans were troubled with it, for it raged only among the militia, who
being unacquainted with the way of fetting the boats with poles, were forced at every
turn to get into the water and drag them up againftthe rapid ftream: now, the waters

of that country being naturally cold, and the heat being cxceffive, the blood might
thereupon freeze by way of antiperiftafis, and fo occafion the fever I fpeak of, pur-

fuant to the common maxim, omnis rcpcntina mutalio ejl pcrkulofa, i. e. < All fuddea
changes are of dangerous confequence.*

As foon as M. de la Barre recovered, he embarked in order to continue his march,
though he might have eafily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen days at that

fort, when the feafon was fo far advanced, he could not pretend to compafs the end
of his expedition. We rowed night and day, the weather being very calm, and in five

or fix days came before the river of Famine, where we were forced to put in upon the
' apprehenfion of a ftorm. Here we met with a canoe that M. Dulhut had fent from
]Mifiilimakinac, with advice, that purfuant to orders he had engaged the Hurons,
Outaouas, and fome other people, to join his army ; in which he had above two
hundred brave forefl; rangers*. This news was very acceptable to M, de la Barre ;

but at the fame time he was very much perplexed ; for I am perfuaded he repented
oftencr than once, of his entering upon an expedition that he forefaw would prove fuc-

cefslefs; and to aggravate the danger of his enterprize, the Iroquefe had at that time
an opportunity to fall upon us : in fine, after a mature confideration of the confe-

quences, and of the difficulties that ftood in the way, he fent back the canoe to

M. Dulhut, with orders to difmifs the forefl: rangers and favages immediately, wherever
he was, and by all means to avoid the approaching to his troops. By good luck

M. Dulhut had not yet reached Niagara, when he received thefe orders ; with which the

favages that accompanied him were fo diffatisfied, that they threw out all manner of
inve£tives againft the French nation.

As foon as M. de la Barre had difpatched this canoe, he fent M. le Moine to the

village of the Onnantagues, which lay about eighteen leagues up the river. This
M. le Moine was a gentleman of Normandy, and highly efteemed by the Iroquefe,

who called him AkouelTan, i. e. the Partridge. His orders were, to endeavour by
all means to bring along with him fome of the old-ftanders of that nation ; and ac-

cordingly he returned in a few days, accompanied with one of their mod confiderable

grandees, who had a train of thirty young warriors, and was diftinguiflied by the title

of the grangula. As foon as he debarked, M. de la Barre fent him a prefent of
bread and wine, and of thirty falmon-trouts, which they fifhed in that place in fuch

plenty that they brought up a hundred at one calt of a net : at the fame time he
gave the Grandee to underftand, that he congratulated his arrival, and would be glad

to have an interview with him after he had refted hirafelf for fome days. You muft
know that he had ufed the precaution of fending the fick back to the colony, that

the Iroquefe might not perceive the weaknefs of his forces ; and to favour the ftrata-

gem, M. le Moine reprefcnted to the Grangula, that the body of the army was left

behind at Fort Frontenac, and that the troops he faw in our camp, were the general's

guards ; but unhappily one of the Iroquefe that had a fmattering of the French tongue,

having ftroUed in the night-time towards our tents, overheard what we faid, and fo

revealed the fecret. Two days after their arrival, the Grangula g^ve notice to M. de

* See Coureurs de Bois in the Table.

VOL. xiii. NN la Barre,
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la Barre, that he was ready for an interview j and accordingly an hour being appointed,

-

the whole company appeared.

The Grangula fat on the eafl fide, being placed at the head of his men, with his

pipe in his fiiouth, and the great calumet of peace before him. He was very attentive

to the following harangue, pronounced by our interpreters ; which you cannot

well underftand, without a previous explication of the calumet, and the coliers that it

mentions.

The calumet of peace is made of certain flones, or of marble, whether red, black,

or white. The pipe or ftalk is four or five foot long ; the body of the calumet is

eight inches long, and the month or head in which the tobacco is lodged, is three

inches in length ; its figure approaches to that of a hammer. The red calumets are

moil efteemed. The favages make ufe of them for negotiations and ftate affairs, and

efpecially in voyages ; for when they have a calumet in their hand, they go where they

will in fafety. The calumet is trimmed vAth yellow, white and green feathers, and

has the fame effc£l among the favages that the flag of friendlhip has amongft us ; for

to violate the rights of this venerable pipe, is among them a flaming crime, that will

draw down mifchief upon their nations. As for the coliers, they are certain fwathes

of two or three foot in length, and fix inches in breadth j being decked with little

beads made of a certain fort of fliells that they find upon the fea-fhore, between New
York and Virginia. Thefe beads are round, and as thick as a little pea : but they

are twice as long as a grain of corn : their colour is either blue or wliite ; and they

are bored through juft like pearl, being run after the lame manner upon Airings that

lye fideways one to another. Without the intervention of thefe coliers, there is no

bufinefs to be negotiated with the favages ; for being altogether unacquainted with

writing, they make ufe of them for contrafts and obligations. Sometimes they keep

for an age the coliers that they have received from their neighbours ; and in regard

that every colier has its peculiar mark, they learn from the old perfons, the circum-

fiances of the time and place in which they were delivered ; but after that age is over,

they are made ufe of for new treaties.

M. dc la Barre'i Harangue ivas to this Piirpofe.

*• The King, my mafter, being informed that the five Iroquefe nations have for a.

long time made infraSions upon the meafurcs of peace, ordered me to come hither

with a guard, and to fend Akouell;\n to the canton of the Onnotagues, in order to-

an interview with their principal leaders, in the neighbourhood of my camp. This

great Monarch means, that you and I fhoukl fmoak together in the great calumet of

peace, with the provifo, that you engage in the name uf the Tfonnontouans, Goyo-
guans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutcs, and Agnies, to make reparation to his fubjeQs,

and to be guilty of nothing for the future that may occafion a fatal lupturc.

The Tfonnontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutcs and ^ignies, have

ftripped, robbed, and abufed all the forcft rangers, that travelled in the way of trade

to the country of the Illincfe, of tlie Oumamis, and feveral other nations, who are

my mailer's children. Now this ufage being in high violation of the treaties of peace

concluded with my predeceffor, I am commanded to demand reparation, and at the

fame time to declare,^ that in cafe of rheir refufal to comply with my demands, or of

rclapfing into the like robberies, war is pofitivcly proclaimed."

7 Ws
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This Colter makes my Words good.

" The warriors of thefe five nations have introduced the Englifli to the lakes,

belonging to the King, my mafter, and into tlie country of thofe nations to whom my
mafter is a father : This they have done with a defign to ruin the commerce of his

fubjeds, and to obh'ge thefe nations to depart from their due allegiance ; notwith-
ftand the rcmonftranccs of the late governor of New York, who faw through the
danger that both they and the Englifh expofed themfelves to. At prefent I am willing

tofoi-get thofe adlions ; but if ever you be guilty of the like for the future, I have ex-
prefs orders to declare war."

This Colier warrants my Words,

" The fame warriors have made feveral barbarous incurfions upon the country of
the Illinefe and the Oumamis. They have maflacred men, women, and children ;

they have taken, bound, and carried off an infinite number of the natives of thofe coun-
tries, who thought themfelves fecure in their villages in a time of peace. Thefe
people are my mailer's children, and therefore mufl hereafter ceafe to be your flaves.

I charge you to reftore them to their liberty, and to fend them home without delay ;

for if the five nations refufe to comply with this demand, I have exprefs orders to

declare war."

This Colier makes my Words good.

" This is all I had to fay to the Grangula, whom I defire to report to the five na-

tions, this declaration, that my mafter commanded me to make. He wifhes they had

not obliged him to fend a potent army to the Fort of. Cataracouy *, in order to carry-

on a war that will prove fatal to them : and he will be very nmch troubled, if it fo

falls out, that this fort, which is a work of peace, mufl be employed for a prifon to

vour militia. Thefe mifchiefs ought to be prevented by mutual endeavours : the

French who are the brethren and friends of the five nations, will never difturb their

repofe, provided they make the fatisfaftion I now demand, and prove religious

obiervers of their treaties. I wifh my words may produce the defired effeft ; for if

they do not, I am obliged to join the governor of New York, who has orders from

the King, his mailer, to affifl me to burn the five villages, and cut you off."

This Colier confirms my Word,

"While M. de la Barre's interpreter pronounced this harangue, the Grangula did

nothing but look upon the end of his pipe : After the fpeech was finiflied, he rofe,

and having taken five or fix turns in the ring that the French and the favages made, he

returned to his place, and {landing upright, fpoke after the following manner to the

general, who fat in his chair of flate :

" Onnontiof, I honour you, and all the warriors that accompany me do the fame :

* The French call it Fort Frontcnac.

\ This tlile they give to the governor-general of Canada.

N N 2 Your
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Your interpreter has made an end of his difcourfe, and now I come to begin mine.

My voice glides to your ear ;
pray lilten to my words.

" Onnontio, in fetting out from Quebec, you muft needs have fancied that the

fcorching beams of the fun had burnt down the forefts which render our country un-

acceffible to the French ; or elfe that the inundations of the lake had furrounded our

cottages, and confined us as prifoners. This certainly was your thought ; and it could

be nothing elfe but the curiofity of feeing a burnt or drowned country, that moved
you to undertake a journey hither. But now you have an opportunity of being un-

deceived ; for I and my warlike retinue come to aflure you, that the Tfonontouans,

Gcyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes and Agnies, are not yet deftroyed. I return

you thanks in their name, for bringing into their country the calumet of peace that

your predeceffor received from their hands. At the fame time I congratulate your

happinefs in having left under ground* the bloody axe, that has been lo often dyed

with the blood of the French. I mufl tell you, Onnontio, I am not afleep, my eyes

are open ; and the fun that vouchfafes the light, gives me a clear view of a great

captain at the head of a troop of foldiers, who fpeaks as if he were afleep. He pre-

tends that he does not approach to this lake with any other view than to fmoak with

the Onnotagues in the great calumet ; but the Grangula knows better things, he fees

plainly that the Onnontio meant to knock them on the head, if the French arms had

not been fo much weakened.
" I perceive that the Onnontio raves in a camp of fick people, whofe lives the great

fpirit has faved, by vifiting them with infirmities. Do you hear, Onnontio, our

women had taken up their clubs ; and the children and the old men had vifited your

camp with their bows and arrows, if our warlike men had not ftopped and difarmed

them, when Akoueffan, your ambaflador, appeared before my village. But I have done,

I'll talk no more of that.

«' You mud know, Onnontio, we have robbed no Frenchmen, but thofe who
fupplied the Illinefe and the Oumamis (our enemies) with fuzees, with powder, and

with ball : thefe indeed we took care of, becaufe fuch arms might have coil us our

life. Our conduct in that poijit is of a piece with that of the Jefuits, who ftave all the

barrels of brandy that are brought to our cantons, left the people getting drunk fliould

knock them in the head. Our warriors have no beavers to give in exchange for all

the arms they take from the French j and as for the old fuperannuated people, they

do not think of bearing arms.

This Colter comprehends viy Word,

*' We have conduced the Englifh to our lakes tj in order to traffic with the Outa-

ouas, and the Hurons
;

juft as the Algonkins condudcd the French to our five cantons,

in order to carry on a commerce that the Englifh lay claim to as their right. We are

born freemen, and have no dependence either upon the Onnontio or the Corlar|.

We have a power to go where we pleafe, to conduft who we will to the places we re-

fort to, and to buy and fell where we think fit. If your allies are your Haves or chil-

dren, you may even treat them as fuch, and rob them of the liberty of entertaining

any other nation but your own."

• Burying the axe fignifies peace. f They pretend to the property of the lakes.

X Corlar is the title of the governor of New York.

5 Tha
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This Colier contains my Word.

*** We fell upon t"he Illinefe and the Oumamis, becaufe they cut down the trees of

peace that ferved for limits or boundaries to our frontiers. They came to hunt bea-

vers upon our lands ; and contrary tt) the caftom of all the favas^es, have carried off

whole (locks*, both male and female. They have engaged the Chaouanons in their

intereft, and entertained them in their country. They fupplied them with fire-arms,

after the concerting of ill defigns againfl us. "We have done lefs than the Englifh and
the French, who without any right have ufurpcd the grounds they are now poflbffed

of ; and of which they have diflodged feveral nations, in order to make way for their

ibuilding of cities, villages, and forts."

This Colier contains my Word.

" I give you to know, Onnontio, that my voice is the voice of the five Iroquefe

cantons. This is their anfwer ; pray incline your ear, and liften to what they re-

:prefent.

" The Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and Agnies declare,

that they interred the axe f at Cataracouy, in the prefcnce of your predeceflbr, in the

very centre of the fort, and planted the tree of peace in the fame place, that it might
be carefully preferved ; that it was then fiipulated, that the fort (hould be ufed as a
place of retreat for merchants, and not a refuge for foldiers ; and that inftead of arms
and ammunition, it fhould be made a receptacle of only beaver-fkins and merchandize
goods. Be it known to you, Onnontio, that for the future you ought to take care,

that fo great a number of martial men as I now fee being fliut up in fo fmall a fort, do
not flifle and choak the tree of peace. Since it took root fo eafily, it mull needs be
of pernicious confequence to flop its growth, and hinder it to fhade both your coun-
try and ours with its leaves. I do afl'ure you, in the name of the five nations, that

our warriors fhall dance the calumet dance under its branches ; that they fliall reft ia

tranquillity upon their mats|, and will never dig up the axe to cut down the tree of
peace, till fuch time as the Onnontio and the Corlar do either jointly or feparately offer to

invade the country, that the Great Spirit hasdifpofed of in the favour of our anceftors."

This Colier contains my Word ; and the other comprehends tJie Power granted to me iy
thejive Nations.

Then the Grangula addreffed himfelf to Mr. Le Moine, and fpoke to this pur-
pofe

:

'' Akoueffan, take heart, you are a man of fenfe ; fpeak and explain my meaning;
be fure you forget nothing, but declare all that thy brethren and thy friends reprefent
to thy chief Onnontio, by the voice of the Grangula, who pays you all honour and
Tefped, and invites you to accept of this prefent of beavers, and to affift at his feafl;

immediately.
*' This other prefent of beavers is fent by the five nations to the Onnontio."

• Among the favages it is a capital crime to defiroy all the beavers of a fttilement.'

•}• Iiitening the axe, tignifies the making 01 a peace ; and the digging of it up, imports a declaration
of war.

% Tiiis phrafe fignlfies keeping the peace.

A&
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As foon as the Grangula had done, M. Le INIoine and the Jefuits that were prefent

explained his anfwer to M. De la Barre, who thereupon reared to Iiis tent, and

ftormed and bluftered, till fomebody came and reprefented to him that Iroca progenies

nefcit habere modos : i. c. ' The Iroquefe are always upon extremes.' The Granp;ula

danced after the Iroquefe manner, by way of prelude to his entertainment, after which

he regaled feveral of the French. Two days after, he and his martial retinue returned

to their own country, and our army fet out for Ivlonreal. As (Tion as the General was

on board, together with the few healthy men that remained, the canoes v/ere dif-

perfed, for the militia ftraggled here and there, and every one made the befl of his

way home. Our three companies, indeed, kept together, becaufe all of us, both

officers and foldiers, were carried in flat-bottomed boats, made of deal, on purpofe for

our ufe. However, I could have wiflied to have run down the falls ;:nd catarafts in

the fame canoe that brought me up, for every body thought we fliould have been call

away at thefe palTes, which are full of eddies and rocks ; and it was never heard be-

fore that fuch precipices were palTed with deal boats, either upwards or downwards.

But we were forced to run all hazards, and had certainly been fwallowed up in thofe

mountains of water, if we had not obliged feveral canoes to flioor the catarafts at the

head of our boats, in order to Ihew us the way, at the fame time we had prepared

our foldiers for rowing and fliieving upon occafion. Do but confider, fir, that the

currents run as faft as a cannon-ball, and that one falfe ftroke of the oar would have

run us unavoidably upon the rocks ; for we are obliged to fleer a zig-zag courfe, pur-

fuant to the thread of the ftream, which has fifty windings. The boats which are

loaded are fometimes loft in thofe places ; but after all, though the rlfk we run be

very great, yet by way of compenfation one has the fatisfadtion of running a great way

in a little time j for we run from Galete to this town in two days' time, notwithftand-

ing that we croffed the two ftagnating lakes I took notice of before.

As foon as we landed we received advice that the Chevalier de Calliers was come to

fupply the room of M. Perrot, the governor of this place. M. Perrot has had feve-

ral fcuffles with M. De Frontenac and Mr. De la Barre, of which you may expert a

further account, when I am better informed. All the world blames our General for

his bad fuccefs : it is talked publicly, that his only defign was to cover the fending of

feveral canoes to traffic with the favages in thofe lakes for beaver-fkins. The people

here are very bufy in wafting over to court a thoufand calumnies againfl him ; both

the clergy and the gentlemen of the long robe write to his difadvantagc. Though,

after all, the whole charge is falfe, for the poor man could do no more than he did.

Juft now 1 was informed, that Mr. Hainaut, Mr. Montortier, and Mr. Durivau, three

captains of fliips, are arrived at Quebec, with a defign to pafs the winter there, and

to afTifl him as counfellors ; and that the laft of thefe three has brought with him an

independent company, to be commanded by himfelf.

I Ihall have no opportunity of writing again before the next fpring ; for the lafl

iliips that are to return for France this year, arc now ready to fail. I am, Sir,

Yours, &C.

LETTER
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LETTER VIII.

Dated at Monreal, June 28, 1685.-

Rcprefentlng the Fori/Jicatlons of Monreal, and the indifcreet Zeal of the Priejis, who
are Lords of that Town : with a Defcription of Chambli, and of the Commerce of the

Savages upon the great Lake.

Sir,

I HAVE juft received yours, by a fmall vefTel of Bonrdeaux, loaded with wine
j

which is the firfl that came to Quebec this year. I am mightily pleafed to hear that

the Kiag has granted to M. de la Salle four Ihips, to go upon the difcovery of the

Mouth of the Miilifippi ; and cannot but admire your curiofity in defirmg to know
the occuiTences of this place, and how I fpent my time in the winter.

M, de Callieres was no fooner poflelfed of his government, than he ordered all the

inhabitants of this town, and of the adjacent country, to cut down and bring in great

flakes of fifteen feet in length, to fortify the town. During the winter,thefe orders were
purfued with fo much application, that all things are now ready for ma^Jng the in-

clofure ; in which five or fix hundred men are to be employed. I fpent part of the

winter in hunting with the Algonkins, in order to a more perfe£l: knowledge of their

language, and the reft I fpent in this place, with a great deal of uneafmefs ; for here

we cannot enjoy ourfelves either at play or vifiting the ladies, but it is prefently car-

ried to the curate's ears, who takes public notice of it in the pulpit. His zeal goes fo

far as even to name the perfons ; and fince he refufes the facrament of the holy fupper

to ladies of quality, upon the moft flender pretences, you may eafily guefs at the other

fteps of his indifcretion. You cannot imagine to what a pitch thefe ecclefiaftical lords

have fcrewed their authority : they excommunicate all the mafks ; and wherever they

fpy them, they run after them to uncover their faces, and abufe them in a reproachful

manner ; in fine, they have a more watchful eye over the conduft of the girls and
married women than their fathers and hufbands have. They cry out agairift thofe that'

do not receive the facrament once a month ; and at Eafter they oblige all forts of per-

fons to give in bills to their confefTors. They prohibit and bum all the books that

treat of any other fubject but devotion. When I think of this tyranny, I cannot but

be enraged at the impertinent zeal of the curate of this city. This inhuman fellow

came one day to my lodging, and finding the romance of the Adventures of Petronius

upon my table, he fell upon it with an unimaginable fury, and tore out almoft all the

leaves. This book I valued more than my life, becaufe it was not caftrated ; and in-

deed I was fo provoked when I faw it all in wreck, that if my landlord had not held me,
I had gone immediately to that turbulent paftor's houfe, and would have plucked out

the hairs of his beard with as little mercy as he did the leaves of my book. Thefe ani- -

mals cannot content themfelves with the ftudying of men's actions, but they muft like-

wife dive into their thoughts. By this Iketch, Sir, you may judge what a pleafant life

we lead here.

The 30th of the lad: March the ice melted ; and the river being then open, I was
fent with a fmall detachment to Chambli : for commonly the fun refumes its vigour

"

here much about that time. Chambli Hands on the brink of a bafin,, about five or fix

leagues off this place: that bafin is two leagues in circumference, and receives the lake

ot Champlain by a water- fall that is a league and a lialf in length j out of which there

arifes •
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arifes a rivrer that difembogues at Sorel into the river of St. Lawrence, as I intimated

above in my fourth letter. In former times this place had a great trade in beaver-ikins,

\\'hich is now decayed: for the Soccokis, the Mahingans, and the Openangos, ufed

formerly to refort thither in flioals, to exchange their furs for other goods ; but at pre-

fent they are retired to the Englifli colonies, to avoid the purfuit of the Iroquefe. The
Champlain lake, which lies above that water-fall, is eighty .leagues in circumference.

At the end of this lake we met with another, called St. Sacrament, by which one may
go very eafily to New York, there being but a land-carriage of two leagues from thence

to the river Du Fer, which falls into the Manathe. While I was at Chambli, I faw two

canoes loaded with beaver-fkins pafs privately by that way ; and it was thought they

were fent thither by M. de la Barre. This fmuggling way of trade is exprefsly pro-

hibited : for they are obliged to carry thefe fkins before the office of the company, where

they are rated at an hundred and fixty per cent, lefs than the Englifh buy them at in

their colonies. But the little fort that ftands at the bottom of the water-fall, upon the

brink of the bafm of Chambli, being only fingle pallifadoes, it cannot hinder people to

pafs that way ; efpecially confidering that the profpecl of fo great a profit renders the

paffengers the more daring. The inhabitants of the adjacent villages are very much ex-

pofcd to the incurfions of the Iroquefe in time of war. Notwithflanding the weaknefs

of the fort, I continued in that place a month and a half, and then I returned hither,

where M. de la Barre arrived fome days after ; being accompanied with M. Hen-

naut, M. Montortier, and M. du Rivau. Much about the fame day there arrived

twenty-five or thirty canoes, belonging to the Coureurs de Bois, being homeward-bound

from the great lakes, and laden with beaver-fliins. The cargo of each canoe amounted

to forty packs, each of which weighs fifty pounds, and will fetch fifty crovi-ns at the far-

mer's office. Thefe canoes were followed by fifty more of the Outaouas and Hurons,

who come down every year to the colony, in order to make a better market than they

can do in their own country of Miffilimakinac, which lies on the banks of the lake of

Hurons, at the mouth of the lake of the Illinefe. Their way of trading is as follows :

Upon their firft arrival, they encai:^p at the diflance of five or fix hundred paces from

the town. The next day is fpent in ranging their canoes, unloading their goods, and

pitching their tents, which are made of birch bark. The next day after, they demand
audience cf the governor-general; which is granted them that fame day in a public

place. Upon this occafion, each nation makes a ring for itfelf; the favages fit upon,

the ground with their pipes in tiieir mouths, and the governor is feated in an armed

chair; after which, there ftarts up an orator or fpeaker from one of thefe nations, who
makes an harangue, importing, " that his brethren are come to vifit the governor-

"•eneral, and to renew with him their wonted friendffiip : that their chief view is, to

promote the intereft of the French, fome of whom being unacquainted with the way of

traffick, and being too weak for the tranfporting of goods from the lakes, would be

unable to deal in beaver-lkins if his brethren did not come in perfon to deal with them

ip their own colonies : that they knew very well how acceptable their arrival is to the

inhabitants of Monreal, in regard of the advantage they reap by it : that in regard the

beavcr-lkins are much valued in France, and the French goods given in exchange are of

an inconfiderable value, they mean to give the French fufficient proof of their readinefs

to furnifli tl»om with what they defire fo carneflly : that by way of preparation for

another year's cargo, they are come to take in exchange fufces, powder and ball, in

order to hunt gi ..at numbers of beavers, or to gall the Iroquefe, in cafe they offer to

diflurb the Irench fettlements; and, in fine, that in confirmation of their words, they

throw a purcelian colicr with fome bcavcr-lkins, to the Kitchi-Okima (fo they call the

governor
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governor general) whofe proteftion they lay claim to in cafe of any robbery or abufe

committed upon them in the town.

The fpokefman having made an end of his fpeech, returns to his place, and takes up
his pipe; and then the interpreter explains the fubftance of the harangue to the gover-

nor, who commonly gives a very civil anfwer, efpecially if thcprefent be valuable: in

confideration of which, he likewife makes them a prefent of fome trifling things. This

done, the favage rifes up, and return to their huts to make fuitable preparations for the

cnfuing truck.

The next day the favages make their flaves carry the fkins to the houfcs of the mer-
chants, who bargain with them for fuch cloaths as they want. All tlie inhabitants of

Monreal are allowed to traffic witli them in any commodity but wine and brandy

;

thefe two being excepted upon the account that when the favages have got wiiat they

wanted, and have any Ikins left, they drink to exccfs, and then kill their flaves ; for

when they are in drink, they quarrel and fight ; and if they were not held by thofe who
are fober, would certainly make havock one of another. However, you muft obferve,

that none of them will touch either gold or filver. It is a comical fight, to fee them
running from fhop to (hop, Itark naked, with their bow and arrow. The nicer fort of

women are wont to hold their fans before their eyes, to prevent their being frighteiied

with the view of their iigly parts. ' But thefe merry companions, who know the briflc

flie-merchants as well as we, are not wanting in making an offer, which is fometimes

accepted of, when the prefent is of good mettle. If we may credit the common report,

there are more than one or two of tiie ladies of this country, whofe conflancy and
virtue has held out againll the attacks of feveral officers, and at the fame time vouch-

fafed a free accefs to thefe nafty lechers. It is prefumed their compliance was the effeO:

of curiofity, rather than of any nice relifli ; for, in a word, the favages are neither

brifk nor conflant. But whatever is in the matter, the women are the more excufable

upon this head, that fuch opportunities are very unfrequent.

As foon as the favages have made an end of their truck, they take leave of the go-

vernor, and fo return home by the river of Outaouas. To conclude, they did a great

deal of good both to the poor and rich ; for you will readily apprehend, that every body
turns merchant upon fuch occafions.

I am. Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER IX.

Dated at Boucherville, Oclober 2, 1685.

Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of Monreal : of the Arrival of the Marquis

of Denonville withfome Troops ; and of the Recalling of M. de la Barre. With a

curious Dcfcription of certain Licenfcs for trading in Beaver-fhins in the remote

Countries.

Si r,

I RECEIVED your fecond letter three weeks ago, but could not fend a fpeedier

anfwer, by reafon that none of our fhips have fet fail for France. Since you want
to know the nature of the trade of Monreal, be pleafcd to take the following account;

Almofl all the merchants of that city aft only on th j beiialf of the Quebec merchants,

whofe fattors they are. The barks which carry thither dry commodities, as well as

wine and brandy, are but few ia number} but then they make feveral voyages in one
VOL. xiH. o o year
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year from the one city to the other. The inhabitants of the ifland of Monreal, and the

adjacent cantons, repair twice a year to the city of Monreal, where they buy commo-
dities fifty per cent, dearer than at Quebec. The favages of the neighbouring coun-

tries, whether fettled or erratic, carry thither the fldns of beavers, elks, caribous,

foxes and wild cats ; all which they truck forfufees, powder, lead and other necefiaries.

There every one is allowed to trade ; and indeed it is the beft place for the getting of an

eftate in a Ihort time. All the merchants have fuch a perfect good underftanding one

with another, that they all fell at the fame price. But when the inhabitants of the

country find their prices exorbitant, they raife their commodities in proportion. The
gentlemen that have a charge of children, efpeciaij^' daughters, are obliged to be good

huibands, in order to bear the expence of the magnificent cloaths with which they are

fet off; for pride, vanity, and luxury reign as nmch in New France as in Old France.

In my opinion, it would do well, it the King would order commodities to be rated at a

reafonable price, and prohibit the felling of gold or fil\ er brocadoes, fringes, and rib-

bands, as well as points and rich laces.

The Marquis of Denonville is come to fucceed M. de la Barre in the quality of

governor-general; for the King has recalled M. de la Barre, upon the accufation

laid againft him by his enemies. To be fure, you who are in France, know better than

I, that M. de Denonville was maitre de camp to the Queen's regiment of dragoons,

which place he fold to M. Mercey when the King bellowed this government upon him;

and, that he brought vi'ith him fome companies of marines, befides his lady and his

children ; for it feems, the danger and inconveniencies that attend fuch a long and

troublefome voyage, made no impreflion upon her. This governor ftayed at firft fome

weeks at Quebec, after which he came to Monreal, with five or fix hundred men of

regular troops, and fent back the Captains Hainaut, Montortier, and Du Rivo, with

feveral other officers. His army is now in winter quarters all round Monreal. My
quarters are at a place called Boucherville, which lies at the diftance of three leagues

from Monreal. I have been here fifteen days, and in all appearance (hall live more
happily than in the town, abating for the folitude ; for at leaft I fliall have no other

oppofition to encounter in the cafe of balls, gaming, or feafling, but the zealous freaks

of a filly prieft. I am informed, that the governor has given orders to complete the

fortifications of Monreal, and is now ready to embark for Quebec, where our governors

commonly pafs the winter. The favages I fpoke of in my laft, met the Iroquefe upon
the great river of the Outaouas, who informed them that the Englifli were making
preparations to tranfport to their villages in Mifiilimakinac, better and cheaper com-
modities than thofe they had from the French. This piece of news did equally alarni

the gentlemen, the pedlars called coureurs de bois, and the merchants; who at that

rate, would beconfidcrable lofers ; for you mull know, that Canada fubfifl only upon
the trade of Ikins or furs, three-fourths of which come from the people that live round

the great lakes ; fo that iftheEnglifli fnould put fuch a defign in execution, the whole

country would fuffcr by it ; efpecially confidering, that it would fink certain hcenfes ;

an account of which will be proper in this place.

Thefe licenfes are granted in writing by the governors-general to poor gentlemen

and old officers who have a charge of children. They are difpofed of by the King's

orders; and the defign of them is to enable fuch perfons to fend commodities to thefe

lakes. The number of the perfons thus impowered ought not to exceed twenty-five

in one year ; but God knows how many more have private licenfes. Ail other perfons,

of what quality or condition foever, are prohibited to go or fend to thefe lakes, without

fuch licenfes, under the pain of death. Each licenfe extends to the lading of two great

8 canoes j
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canoes ; and whoever procures a whole or a half licenfe for himfelf, may either make
ufe of it himfelf or fell it to the highed biJdcr. Commonly they are brought at fix

hundred crowns a piece. Thofe who purchafe them, are at no trouble in finding pedlars

or forefl-rangers to undertake the long voyages, which fetch the mod confiderable gains,

and commonly extend to a year and fometimes more. The merchants put into the

two canoes fh'pulated in the licenfe, fix men with a thoufand crowns worth of goods,

which are rated to the pedlars ar fifteen per cent, more than what they are fold for in

ready money in the colony. When the voyage is performed, this fum of a thoufand

crowns commonly brings in {even hundred per cent, clear profit, and fometimes more,

fometimes lefs; for thefe fparks called coureurs de bois bite the favages moft dexter-

cully, and the lading of two canoes, computed at a thoufand crowns, is. a purchafe for

asmany beaver-fkinsas will load four canoes: now, four canoes will carry a hundred

and fixty packs of fkins, that is, forty a piece ; and reckoning each pack to be worth

fifty crowns, the value of the whole amounts to eight thoufand crowns. As to the

re-partition of this extravagant profit, it is made after the following manner: in the firfl

place, the merchant takes out of the whole bulk fix hundred crowns for the purchafe

of his licenfe; then a thoufand crowns for the prime coll of the exported commodities.

After this, there remain's fix thoufand four hundred crowns of furplufage, out of which

the merchant takes forty per cent, for bottomry, which amounts to two thoufand five

hundred and fixty crowns ; and the remainder is divided equally among the fix

coureurs de bois, who get little more than fix hundred crowns a piece ; and indeed I

muft fay it is fairly earned ; for their fatigue is inconceivable. In the mean time, you
mufl: remark, that over and above the foregoing profit, the merchant gets twenty-five

per cent, upon his beaver-lkins by carrying them to the office of the farmers general,

where the price of four forts of beaver-fliins is fixed. If the merchant fells thefe (kins

to any private man in the country for ready money, he is paid in the current money of

the country, which is of lefs value than the bills of exchange that the diredor ot that

office draws upon Rochel or Paris; for there they are paid in French livres, which are

twenty fols, whereas a Canada livre is but fifteen fols. This advantage of twenty-five

per cent, is called k benefice ; but take notice, that it is only to be had upon beavei*-

fkins ; for if you pay to a Quebec merchant four hundred Canada livres in filver, and

take from him a bill of exchange upon his correfpondent in France, his corrcfpondent

will pay no more than three hundred French livres, which is a juil equivalent.

This is the laft intelligence I fliall give you for this year, which has already brought
in a very cold autumn. The Quebec fliips mufl fet fail in the middle of November,
purfuant to the wonted cuflom.

I am. Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER X.

Dated at Bouchervillc, July 8, i685.

Relating ihe Arrival of M. de Cbampigtu, in the room of M. de Meules, who is

recalled to France ; ihe Arrival of ihe Troops that came along ivith him ; the Curiofiiy

of the Racketst and the way of hunting Elks ; with a Defeription of that Animal.

Sir,

THOUGH I have not heard from you this year, yet I will not flight this oppor-

tunity of writing to you. Some fliips from France are arrived at Quebec, and have

002 brought
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brought over M. de Champigni Noroua, with fome companies of marines. He comes

to fupply the place of M. de Meules, whom the King recalls upon the unjufl: com-

plaints that are made of him. He is charged with preferring his private interefl: to the

public good ; but the charge is falfe, and he will eafily clear himfelf. I am apt to be-

lieve he may have carried on fome underhand commerce, but in fo doing he injured

nobody ; nay, on the contrary, he has procured bread for a thoufand poor creatures,

that without his affiftance would have flarved for hunger. This new intendant is de-

fcended of one of the moft illuftrious families of the robe in France. He is faid to be

a man of honour, and fame entitles his lady to a diftinguifliing merit. I underfland,

he and M. Denonville are bound fpeedily for Monreal, where they mean to take a

review of the inhabitants of this ifland, and of the neighbouring cantons. Probably,

they take fuch precautions, in order to fome new effort againft the Iroquefe. Lafl;

winter we had no new occurrences in the colony. I fpent the whole winter at the

hunting of orignals or elks along with the favages, whofe language I am learning, as

I have intimated to you feveral times.

The hunting of elks is performed upon the fnow, with a kind of rackets adapted

to the purpofe. Thefe rackets are two feet and a half long, and fourteen

inches broad ; their ledges are made of a very hard wood, about an inch thick, that

fadens the net juft like a tennis-racket, from which they differ only in this, that thofe

for the tennis are made of gut-ftrings, whereas the others are made of little thongs

of the fkins of harts or elks. In the cut you may perceive two little fpars of wood,

which run acrofs, to render the net firmer and ftiffer. The hole that appears by the

two latchets is the place in which they put the toes and fore-part of the foot ; fo that

it is tied faft by the two latchets, which run twice round about the heel, and every ftep

they make upon the fnow, the fore-part of the foot finks into that hole, as often as

they raife their heel. By the help of this contrivance they walk falter upon the fnow

than one can do with flioes upon a beaten path ; and indeed it is fo neceflary for them,

that would be otherwife impoflible not only to hunt and range the woods, but even to

go to church, notwithflanding they are fo near, for commonly the fnow is three or

four feet deep in that country during the winter. Being obliged to march thirty or

forty leagues in the woods, in purfuit of the above-mentioned animals, I found that

the fatigue of the journey equalled the pleafure of it.

The orignal is a fort of elk, not much different from that we find in Mufcovy; it is

as big as an Auvergne moyle, and much of the fame fhape, abating for its muzzle, its

tail, and its great flat horns, which weigh fometimes three hundred and fometimes

four hundred weight, if we may credit thofe who pretend to have weighed them ; this

animal ufually reforts to planted countries ; its hair is long and brown, and the'fkin is

flrong and hard, but not thick. The flefli of the orignal, efpccially that of the female

fort, eats delicioufly, and it is faid, that the far hind foot of the female kind is a cure

for the falling-ficknefs; it neither runs nor Ikips, but its trot will almoll keep up with

the running of a hart. The favages aflure us, that in fummer it will trot three days

and three nights without intermillion. Thefe fort of animals commonly gather into a

body towards the latter end of autumn, and the herds are largeft in the beginning of

the fpring, at which time the flie-ones are in rutting, but after their heat is over they

all difperfe themfelves. We hunted them in the following manner: firfl: of all, we
went forty leagues to the northward of the river of St. Lawrence, where we found a
little lake of three or four leagues in circumference, and upon the banks of that lake

we made huts for ourfelves of the barks of trees, having firft cleared the ground of the

fnow that covered it. In our journey thither we killed as many hares and wood-hens

as
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as we could cat. "When vvc had fitted up our huts the favages went out upon the dif-

covery of the elks, Ibnie to the northward and fouic to the fouth, to the dlltance of two
or three leagues from the huts. As foon as they difcovered any frefli foot-fteps, they

detached one of their number to give us notice, to the end, that the whole company
might have thcpkafure of feeing the chace. We traced thefe foot-flcps fomelimes for rnc
andfometimesfortwoleagucs, andthenfell in with five, ten, fifteen or twenty elksina body;
which prefently betook themfclves to flight, whether a part or in a body and funk into the

fnow up to their breafl:. Where the fnow was hard and condenfated, or where the

froft following wet weather had glazed it above, we came up with them after the chace

of a quarter of a league ; but when the fnow was foft or juft fallen, we were forced to

purfue them three or four leagues before we could catch them, unlcfs the dogs hap-

pened to flop them where the fnow was very deep. When we came up with them, the

favages fired upon them with fufees. If the elks be much enraged, they will fometimes

turn upon the favages, who cover themfelves with boughs in order to keep off their

feet, with which they would crufli them to pieces. As foon as they are killed, the

favages make new huts upon the fpot, with great fires in the middle ; while the Haves

are employed in flaying them, and itretching out the ikins in the open air. One of the

foldiers that accompanied me, told me one day, that to withftand the violence of the

eold, one ought to have his blood compofed of brandy, his body of brafs, and his eyes

of glafs ; and I mud fay, he had fome ground for what he fpoke, for we were forced to

keep a fire all round us, all the night long. As long as the flefli of thefe animals laft^

the favages feldom think of llirring ; hut when it is all confumed, they then look out

for a new difcovery. Thus they continue to hunt, till the fnow and the ice are melted»

As foon as the great thaw commences it is impofiible for them to travel far; fo that:

they content themfelves with the killing of hares and partridges, which are very nume-
rous in the woods. When the rivers are clear of the ice, they make canoes of the elk-

ikins, which they fow together very eafily, covering the feams with a fat fort of earth

inftead of pitch. This work is over in four or five days time, after which they return

home in the canoes with all their baggage.

This, Sir, was our diverfion for three months in the woods. We took fi,fty-fix elks,

and might have killed twice as many, if we had hunted for the benefit of the fkins.

In the fummer feafon the favages have two ways of killing them, both of which are

equally troublefome. One confifts in hanging a rope-gin bet\i'een two trees, upon a.

pafs furrounded with thorns ; the other is compaffed by crawling like fnakes among
the trees and thickets, and approaching to them upon the leeward fide, fo that they

may be fhot with a fuzee. Harts and caribous are killed both in fummer and winter

after the fame manner with the elks, excepting that the caribous, which are a kind of

wild affes, make an eafy efcape when the fnow is hard, by virtue of their broad feet,,

whereas the elk finks as fad as he rifes. In fine, I am fo well pleafed with the hunting,

of this country, that I have rcfolved to employ all my leifure-time upon that exercife,.

The favages have promifed, that in three months time I fhall fee other forts of chaces^

which will prove lefs fatiguing, and more agreeable.

lam, Sir, yours, SfC

LETTER
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LETTER XI.

Dated at Bouchervllle, May 28, 1687.

Being a curious Dcfcription of the Hunting of divers Animals.

Sir,

YOU complain that the lafl year you received but one of my letters, dated July S,

and with the fame breath affure me, that you writ two to me, neither of which is come
to hand. I received a letter from you this day, which is fo much the more acceptable,

that I thought you had been dead, and that I find you continue to give proof of your

remembrance of me. I find, by your letter, that you have an agreeable reliih for the

curious elk-hunting in this country, and that a further account of our other hunting

adventures would meet with a welcome reception. This curiofity, indeed, is worthy

of fo great a huntfman as yourfelf ; but at prefent I niuft beg your excufe as to the

beaver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but by hearfay.

In the beginning of September, I fet out in a canoe upon feveral rivers, marfhes,

and pools, that difembogue in the Champlain Lake, being accompanied with thirty

or forty of the favages that are very expei-t in Ihooting and hunting, and perfeftly

well acquainted with the proper places for finding water-fowl, deer, and other fallow

beads. The firft poll we took up was upon the fide of a marlh or fen of four or five

leagues in circumference 5 and after we had fitted up our huts, the favages made
huts upon the water in feveral places. Thefe water-huts are made of the branches

and leaves of trees, and contain three or four men : for a decoy, they have the fkins

of geefe, buflards, and ducks, dried and fluli'ed with hay, the two feet being made
fall with two nails to a fmall piece of a light plank, which floats round the hut. This

place being frequented by wonderful numbers of geefe, ducks, buftards, teals, and

an infinity of other fowl unknown to the Europeans ; when thefe fowls fee the fluffed

fkins fwimming with the heads erefted, as if they were alive, they repair to the fame

place, and fo give the favages an opportunity of fhooting them, either flying or upon
the water ; after which the favages get into their canoes and gather them up. They
have likewife a way of catching them with nets, flretched upon the furface of the water

at the entries of the rivers. In a word, we eat nothing but water-fowl for fifteen

days ; after which we refolved to declare war againft the turtle-doves, which are fo

numerous in Canada, that the bifliop has been forced to excommunicate them oftener

than once, upon the account of the damage they do to the produft of the earth.

With that view, we embarked and made towards a meadow, in the neighbourhood of

which the trees were covered vpith that fort of fowl, more than with leaves ; for juft

then it was the feafon in which they retire from the north countries, and repair to the

fouthern climates ; and one would have thought, that all the turtle-doves upon earth

had chofe to pafs through this place. For the eighteen or twenty days that we flaid

there, 1 firmly believe that a thoufand men might have fed upon them heartily, without

putting themfelves to any trouble. You muil know, that through the middle of this

meadow there runs a brook, upon which I and two young favages fliot feveral fnipes,

rayles, and a certain fort of fowl called bateus de faux, which is as big as a quail, and
eats very delicioufly.

In the fame place we killed fome mufk-rats, or a fort of animals which refemble a

rat in their ihape, and are as big as a rabbit. The (kina of thefe rats are very much
valued.
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valued, as differing but little from thofc of beavers. Their teflicles fmell fo ftrong of

mufk, that no civet or antelope that Afia affords, canboaflof fuch a flrong and fweet

fmell. We fpicd them in the mornings and evenings, at which time they ufually ap-

pear upon the water with their nofe to the windward, and betray themfelves to the

huntfnicn, by the curling of the water. The fouteraux, which are an amphibious

fort of little pole-cats, are catched after the fame manner. I was likewife entertained

upon this occafion, with the killing of certain little bcafts, called fiffleurs, or whifllers,

•with allufion to their wonted way of whiffling or whizzing at the mouth of their holes

in fair weather. They are as big as hares, but fomewhat (liorter ; their {[cCa is good
for nothing, but their flcins are recommended by their rarity. The favages gave me
an opportunity of hearing one of thefe creatures whifUe for an hour together, after

which they Ihot it. To gratify the curiofity I had to fee fuch diverfity of animals,

they made a diligent fearch for the holes or dens of the carcaioux, and having found

fome at the diitance of two or three leagues from the fen upon which we were ported,

they conduced me to the place. At the break of day we planted ourfelves round the

holes, with our bellies upon the ground ; and left fome flaves to hold the dogs a

inulket-fiiot behind us. As foon as thefe animals perceived day-light, they came out

of their holes, which were immediately flopped up by the favages, and upon that the

dogs fetched them up with eafe. We faw but two of them, which made a vigorous

defence againfl: the dogs, but were ftrangled after a difpute of half an hour. Thefe

animals are not unlike a badger, only they are bigger, and more mifchievous. Though
our dogs fhewcd a great deal of courage in attacking the carcaioux, they betrayed

their cowardice the next day in a rencounter with a porcupine, which we fpied upon a

little tree. To obtain the pleafure of feeing the porcupine fall, we cut down the tree ;

but neither the dogs nor we durft go near it. The dogs only barked and jumped round

it ; for it darted its long and hard hair, like fo many bodkins, three or four paces off.

At lafl we pelted it to death, and put it upon the fire to bum off its darts ; after which
we fcalded it like a pig, took out the entrails, and roafted it ; but though it was very

fat, 1 could not relifli it fo well as to comply with the affertion of the natives, who allege,

that it eats as well as a capon or a partridge.

After the turde-doves had all pafTed over the place, in qucfl; of their fouthern re-

treats, the favr.ges offered to fend fome of their number with canoes to conduct me
home, before the rivers and lakes were frozen over ; for themfelves were to tarry out

for the elk-hunting ; and they imagined that the cold and hardiliip attending that ex-

ercife had made me fick of it the year before. However, we had then a month good
before the commencement of the froft, and in that interval of time, they proffered to

entertain me with more diverting game than any I had feen before. They propofed

to go fifteen or fixteen leagues further up the country, alTuring me, that they knew of

a certain place that had the moft advantageous fituation in the world, both for plea-

fure and profit, and that afforded great plenty of otters, of the fkins of which they

meant to make a great cargo. Accordingly we pulled down our huts, and having

embarked in our canoes, failed up the river, till we came to.a little lake of two leagues

in circumference, at the end of which we faw another greater lake, divided froin this

by an iflhmus of one hundred and fifty paces in length. We pitched our huts at the

diflance of a league from that ifthmus ; and fome of the favages fiflied for trouts,

while the rcfl were employed in laying traps for the otters upon the brinks of the lake.

Thefe traps are made of five ftakes placed in the form of an oblong quadrangle, fo as

to make a little chamber, the door of which is kept up, and fupported by a ffake.

To the middle of this ftake they tie a firing which palTcs through a little fork, and has

a trout
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a trout •well faflened to the end of it. Now, when the otter comes on fhore, and fees

this bait, he puts above half his body into that fatal cage, in order to fwallow the fiili ;

but he no fooner touches, than the firing to which it is made faft, pulls away the (take

that fupports the door, upon which an heavy and loaded door falls upon his reins and
quaflies him. During our pilgrimage in that part of the country, the favages took

above two hundred and fifty Canada otters, the (kins of which are infinitely prettier

than thofe of Mufcovy or Sweden. The befl: of them, which are not worth two
crowns in this place, are fold in France for four or five, and foraetinies for ten, if

they are black and very rough. As foon as the favages had fet their traps, they gave

orders to their flaves to go round the lake every morning, in order to take out the

amphibious animals. After that they conduced me to the above-mentioned iflhmus,

where I was furprized to fee a fort of a park or fence made of trees, felled one upon
another, and interlaced with thorns and branches ; with a quadrangular inclofure of

flakes at the end of it, the entry of which was very narrow. They gave me to know,
that they ufed to hunt harts in that place, and promifed to divert me with the fiiew as

foon as the inclofures were a little mended. In eifefl, they carried me two or three

leagues ofl', upon fuch roads as had nothing on either fide but fens and marflies ; and
after they had difperfed themfelves, fome on one hand and fome on the other, with a

dog for every man, I faw a great many harts running to and again, in quefl of places

of fafety. The favage that I kept company with, affured me, that he and I had no
occafion to walk very faft, becaufe he had taken the ftraightefl and the neareft road.

Before us we faw above ten harts, which were forced to run back, rather than throw
themfelves into the marfh, of which they could never get clear. At laft, after walk-

ing a great pace, and running now and then, we arrived at the park, and found the

favages lying flat upon the ground all round it, in order to fhut up the entry of the

take inclofure as foon as the harts entered. We found thirty-five harts in the place,

and if the park had been better fenced, we might have had above fixty ; for the

nimblcft and lighteft of them fkipped over before they came to enter the inclofure.

We killed a great many of them, but fpared the dams, becaufe they were great with

young. I afked of the favages the tongues and the marrow of the harts, wiiich they

gave me very readily. The flefli was very fat, but not delicious, excepting fome few
bits about the ribs. But after all, this was not our only game ; for two days after we
went a bear-hunting, and the favages, who fpend three parts of four of their life in

hunting in the woods, are very dexterous at that exercife, efpecially in fingling out

the trunks of the trees upon which the bears neftle. I could not but admire their

knowledge in that point, when, as we were walking up and down in a foreft, at the

dirtance of an hundred paces one from another, I heard one favage call to another.

Here's a bear. I afked them how he knew there was a bear upon the tree which he
knocked with his axe ; and they all replied, that it was as eafily diftinguifhed as the

print of an elk's foot in the fnovv. For five or fix times they never milled ; for after

they had knocked two or three tinies upon the trunk of the tree, the bear came out of

its hole, and was prefently Ihot. Tiie Canada bears are extreme black, but not mif-

chievous, for they never attack one, unlefs they be wounded or fired upon. They
are fo fat, efpecially iu the autumn, that they can fcarce walk. Thofe which we
killed were extremely fat, but their fat is good for nothing but to be burnt, whereas

their flefh, and, above all, their feet, are very nice victuals. The favages affirm,

that no flefh is fo delicious as that of bears ; and indeed, 1 think they are in the right

of it. While we ranged up and down in queft of bears, we had the pleafure of fpying

foine martins and wild-cats upon the branches of the trees, which the favages (hot iu

5 the
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the head to preferve their fkin. But the moft comical thing I faw, was the ftupich'ty

of the wood-hens, which fit upon tlie trees in whole flocks, and arc killed one afier

another, without ever oiiering to ftir. Commonly the favages fhoot at them with ar-

rows, for they fay they are not worth a fliot of powder, which is able to kill an elk or

an hart. I have plied this fort of fowling in the neighbourhood of our cantons or

habitations in the winter time, with the help of a dog who found out the trees by fcent,

and then barked ; upon which I approached to the tree, and found the fowls upon the

branches. When the thaw came, I went two or three leagues further up the lake, in

company with fome Canadefe, on purpofe to fee that fowl flap with its wings. Believe

me. Sir, this fight is one of the greatefl; curiofities in the world ; for their flapping

makes a noife much like that of a drum all about, for the fpace of a minute or there-

abouts ; then the noile ceafes for half a quarter of an hour, after which it begins

again. By this noife we were diredted to the place where the unfortunate moor-hens
fat, and found them upon rotten mofly trees. By flapping one wing againfl; the other,

they mean to call their mates ; and the humming noife that enfues thereupon may be
heard half a quarter of a league oft'. This they do only in the months of April,

May, September and Odlober ; and, which is very remarkable, the moor-hen never
flaps in this manner, but upon one tree. It begins at the break of day, and gives over
at nine o'clock in the morning, till about an hour before funfet that it flutters again

and continues fo to do till night ; I protefl: to you, that I have frequently contented

myfelf with feeing and admiring the flapping of their wings without offering to flioot

at them.

Befides the pleafure of fo many different forts of diverfion, I was likewife enter-

tained in the woods with the company of the honefl: old gentlemen that lived in former
ages. Honeft Homer, the amiable Anacreon, and my dear Lucian, were my infeparable

companions. Ariftotle too defired paffionately to go along with us, but my canoe was
too little to hold his bulky equipage of peripatetic fyllogifms : fo that he was even fain

to trudge back to the Jefuits, who vouchfafed him a very honourable reception. I had
a great deal of reafon to rid myfelf of that great philofopher's company ; for his ridi-

cuious jargon and his fenfelefs terms would have frighted the favages out of their wits.

Farewell, Sir, I am now arrived at once at the end of my game and my letter. I have
heard no news from Quebec, where they continue to make mighty preparations for

fome confiderable enterprize. Time will difcover a great many things, an account of
which I mean to tranfmit to you by the fliips that are to leave this harbour in the end
of autumn. I conclude with my ufual compliment,

Yours, &c.

LETTER XII.

Dated at St. Helens, over againfl Monreal, June 8, 1687.

The Chevalier de Vaudreil arrives in Canada with fome Troops. Both the Regular
Troops and the Militia are pojied at St. Helens, in readinefs t3 march againji the

Iroquefe.

Sir,

I HAVE fuch a budget-full of news, that I know not where to begin. I received
letters but now from M. Senelay's office ; by wJiich I have advice, that orders are fent

to M. Denonville to allow me to go for France upon my private concerns. No
VOL, XIII, p p longer
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longer fmce than yefterday, he told me I fliould have leave to go after the campaign 19

over. My relations write, that the procuring this leave cofl them a great deal of pains ;

and that the fooner I come to Paris, it will be the better for me.

The governor arrived at Monreal three or four days ago, with all the militia of the

country, who lie now encamped along with our troojs in that ifland. M. D'Amble-
mont has been at Quebec this month, with five or fix fecond-rate {hips, having failed

from Rochelle thither in twenty-eight days. He brought over v.ith him ten or twelve

companies of m:iiines, who are to guard the colony, while we invade the Iroquefe

country- It is faid, that lad year M. Denonville fent feveral Canadefe, that were

known and efteemed by the-favages, our allies, who live upon the banks of the lakes,

and the adjacent countries, with orders to engage them to favour our defign of extirpa-

ting the Iroquefe. In the winter he made magazines of ammunition and provifions,

and now he has fent feveral canoes, laden with provifions, to Fort Frontenac, and given

orders for the building of an infinite number of fuch boats as I defcribed in my fourth

letter, for the tranfporting of our twenty companies of marines. The militia who are

encamped in this ifland along with our troops, make fifteen hundred men, and are

joined by five hundred of the converted favages that live in the neighbourhood of Que-
bec and the ifland of Monreal. The Chevalier Vaudreuil, who is come from France

to command our troops, is refolved to appear in the field, notwilhftanding the fatigue

of his paflage to Canada ; and the governor of Monreal is of the fame mind. M. de

Champigni, the intendant of this country, went from hence to Fort Frontenac two days

ago. The day after to-morrow M. de Denonville means to march at the head of his

little army, being accompanied with an ancient Iroquefe, that is very much refpefted

by the Five Cantons. The hiflory and various adventures of this old gentleman are too

tedious to bear a relation in this place. Every body is apprehenfive that this expedi-

tion will prove as fucccfslefs as that of M. de la Barre : and if their apprehenfions are

not difappointed, the King lays out his money to no purpofe. For my own part, when
I reflecl upon the attempt we made three years ago, I cannot but think it impoflible for

us to fucceed. Time will difcover thei confequences of this expedition ; and perhaps

we may come to repent, though too late, of our complying with the advice of fome
difturbers of the public peace, who projeft to enlarge their private fortunes in a general

commotion. I lay this down for an uncontefted truth, that we are not able to deflroy

the Iroquefe by ourfelves : befides, what occafion have we to trouble them, fince they

give us no provocation ? However, let the event be what it will, I fhall not fail, upon

my return, to tranfmit you a journal of our actions, unlefs it be, that I embark for

Rochelle, and deliver it myfelf. In the mean time, believe me to be, Sir,

Yours, &c.

LETTER XIII.

Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2, 1687.

Reprejcniing the unfavourable Jffue of the Campaign made in the Iroquefe Country ; the

Difcovery of an Ambifcade ; and the iffuing of Orders for the Author to march with a
Detachment to the great Lakes.

Sir,

IT has been a maxim in all ages, that the events of things are not always anfwerable

lo men's expeftations : when men form to themfelves a promifiing profpeft of com-

8 pafling
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pafling their ends, they frequently meet with the mortification of feeing themfclvea

difappointed. This I fpeak by way of application to myfelf ; for indead of going for

France, purfuant to the contents of the letter I writ to you two months ago, I am
now obliged to ftraggle to one end of the world, as you will find by the following

journal of our expedition.

We broke up from St. Helens much about the time I fpoke of in my lafl:. M. de
Champigni went before us with a Itrong guard, and arrived in a canoe at Fort Fron-
tenac, eight or ten days before we came up. As foon as he arrived, he fent two or
three hundred Canadefe to furprize the villages of Kente and Ganeouffe, which lie at

the diltance of fcven or eight leagues from the fort, and are inhabited by a fort of Iro-

quefe, that dcferved no other ufage than what they met with. Our Canadefe had no
great difficulty in mailering them ; for they furpnfed them when they lead thought of
any alarm, and brought them prifoners to Fort In-ontenac, where they were tied to

ports, with cords round their necks, hands, and feet. We arrived at the fort on the

firfl of July, after the encountering of feveral difficulties among the water-falls, cataracts,

and currents, that I formerly defcribed to you in my account of M. de la Barre's

expedition. We were more perplexed in this voyage than the former ; for our boats

were fo heavy, that vs^e could not tranfport them over land as we did the canoes, but
were obliged to drag them up through the imprafticable paffes with the force of men
and ropes. Immediately upon our debarking, I went fl;raight to the fort, where I faw
the miferable prifoners in the above-mentioned pofture. The fight of this piece of
tyranny filled me at once with compallion and horror ; but, in the mean time, the

poor wretches fung night and day, that being the cuftomary pradice of the people of
Canada when they fall into the hands of their enemies. They complained, " that they

were betrayed without any ground ; that in compenfation for the care they had taken
ever fince the peace to furnilh thegarrifon with fifh and venifon, they were bound and
tied to ports, and whipped in fuch a manner, that they could neither fleep, nor guard off

the flies ; that the only requital they met with for procuring to the French a commerce
in the flcins of beavers and other animals, was, to be doomed to flavery, and to fee their

fathers, and the ancient men of their country, murdered before their eyes. "Are thefe the

French," faid they, "that the Jefuits cried up fo much for men of probity and honour?
Even the cruelleft fort of death that imagination itfelf can reach, would be nothing to

us in comparifon with the odious and horrible fpeflacle of the blood of our anceltors,

that is filed fo inhumanly before our eyes. Affuredly, the five villages will revenge our
quarrel, and entertain an everlafting and juft refentment of the tyrannical ufage we
now meet with." I made up to one of thefe wretches that was about five-and-twcnty

years old, and had fi-equently regaled me in his hut, not far from the fort, durin<T

my fix weeks fervice in that place, in the year of M. de la Barre's expedition. This
.poor man being mafter of the Algoukin language, I gave him to know, that I was
heartily grieved to fee him in that difmal polture ; that I would take care to have
vi£luals and drink conveyed to him twice a day, and would give him letters for my
friends at Monreal, in order to his being ufed more favourably than his companions.
He replied, that he faw and was very well acquainted with the horror that moli of the

French were affected with, upon the view of the cruelty they underwent ; and that he
fcorned to be fed, or ufed more civilly than his fellow-prifoners. He gave me an ac-

count of the manner in which they were furprifed, and how their anccftors were maf-
iacred ; and truly, I do not believe that any one can be touched with more cutting and
bitter refledions than this poor man was, when he recounted the many fervices he
had done the French, during the whole courfe of his life : at lart, after many fighs

P P 2 and
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and groans, he bowed down his head, and wrapped himfelf up in filence. Quaque
potejl narrat,rejlabant ultima Jievit. But this was not the only thing that afFeded me,

when I beheld the mifery of thefe innocent creatures : I faw fome young favages of

our fide burn their fingers with fire in their lighted pipes ; which provoked me to

threfli them foundly ; but I was feverely reprimanded for my pains, and confined to

my tent for five or \\k days, where I only repented that I had not dealt my blows in

a double meafure. Thefe favages refented the matter fo highly, that they ran prefently

to their huts, and flew to their fufees, in order to kill me ; nay, all that could be

done was fcarce fufficient to appeafe them ; for the difpute came to that height, that

they would have left us, if it had not been that our men affured them I was drunk *,

that all the French were prohibited to give me either wine or brandy, and that I fliould

certainly be imprifoned as foon as the campaign was over,. However, the poor

wretches, the prifoners, were carried to Quebec ; from whence they are to be

fent to the French gallies. Much about that time, the Sleur de la Foreft, one of M.
de la Salle's officers, arrived at the fort in a great canoe, being conduced thither by

eight or ten coureurs de bois. He gave M. de Denonville to underftand, that a party of

the Illinefe and the Oumamis waited for the Hurons and the Outaouas at the lake of

St. Claire, in order to join them, and to march with joint forces to the river of the

Tfonontouans, that being the place of their general rendezvous. He added, that in

the lake of the Hurons near Miflilimakinac, M. de la Durantais, affifted by the

favages, our allies, had taken an Englilh company, condufted by fome Iroquefe, who
had fifty thoufand crowns worth of goods in their canoes, to be difpofed of in exchange

with the nations that dwell upon thefe lakes ; as alfo, that M. Dulhut had taken

another Engliih convoy, being aflifled by the coureurs de bois, and the favages, who
had fhared the former capture ; and that he had kept the Englifh and Iroquefe as pri-

foners, as well as their commander, who was called Major Gregory ; in fine, he

rcprefented to M. de Denonville, that it was high time for him to fet out from Fort

Frontenac, if he meant to appear at the general rendezvous, where the auxiliary troops

fent from the lakes, would arrive very fpeedily. The next day, being the third of July,

the Sieur de la Forefl: embarked again for Niagara, and fleered to the north fide of the

lake. At the fame time we embarked and flood to the oppofite fide of the lake, being

favoured by the calms which in that month are very common.

By good luck our whole body arrived almofl at one and the fame time in the river

of the Tfonontouans ; and upon that occafion, the favages, our allies, who draw
prediftions from the mod trifling accidents, fhewed their wonted fuperilition in taking

this for an infallible prefage of the utter deftrudion of the Iroquefe. Though after

all, they proved falfe prophets, as you will find by the fequel of this letter. The fame

night that we landed, we hauled our canoes and boats out of the water, and fet a

ftrong guard upon them. This done, we built a fort of flakes or pales, where we
left the Sieur Dorvillers with four hundred men to guard our fhipping and baggage.

The next day, a young Canadefe, called Fontaine Marion, was unjuftly fliot to death.

His cafe flood thus: having travelled frequently all over this continent, he was per-

fedlly well acquainted with the country, and with the favages of Canada ; and after

the doing of feveral good fcrvices to the King, defired leave from the governor-gene-

ral to continue his travels, in order to carry on fome little trade ; but his requefl was

never granted. Upon that, he refolvcd to remove to New England, the two crowns

being then in peace. The planters of New England gave him a very welcome rccep-

* Acnoog the favagct drunken perfone are always excufcd ; for the bottle atones for all crimes.

5 tion J



rAHONTAN's T5IAVELS IN CANADA. 295

»ion ; forhewnsan a£li\'c fellow, and one that undcrflood alinoft all the languages of

the favages. Upon this confideration, he was fmployed to conduct the two Engiini

convoys I fpoke of but now, and had the misfortune to be taken along witli tiiem.

Now, to my mind, the ulage hornet with from us was extreme hard ; for, we are in

peace with England ; and bufidcs, that crown lays claim to the property of the Lakes

of Canada.

The next day we began our march towards the great village of the Tfonontouans,

without any other provifions than ten bifcuits a man, which every one carried for him-

felf. We had but feven leagues to march in a great wood of tall trees, upon a fmooth

even ground. The coureurs de bois, with a party of the favages, led the van, and

the reft of the favages brought up the rear, our regular troops and our militia being

pofled in the middle. The firftday tire army marched four leagues, and the advanced

guards made no difcovery. The fecond day our advanced parties marched up to the

very fields of the village without perceiving any thing, though they paft within a

piftol-fhot of five hundred Tfonontouans, who lay flat upon the ground, and fuffered.

them to pafs and repafs without moleftation. Upon their intelligence we marched up
with equal precipitation and confufion, being buoyed up with the apprehenfion that the

Iroquefe had fled, and that, at leaft, their women, children, and fuperannuated perfons

would fall into our hands. When we arrived at the bottom of the hill, upon which

the ambufcade was placed, at the diftance of a quarter of a league from the village,

they began to raife their wonted cry, which was followed by the firing of fome muf-
kets. Had you but feen, Sir, what diforder our troops and militia were in amidfl: the

thick trees, you would have joined with me, in thinking that feveral thoufands of

Europeans are no more than a fufficient number to make head againft five hundred

barbarians. Our battalions were divided into ftraggling parties, who fell into the right

and left, without knowing where they went. Inftead of firing upon the Iroquefe, we
fired upon one another. It was to no purpofe to call in the foldiers of fuch and fuch a

battalion, for we could not fee thirty paces oft"; in fine, we were fo difordered, that

the enemy were going to clofe in upon us with their clubs in their hands, when the

favages of our fide having rallied, repulfed the enemy, and purfued them to their vil-

lages with fo much fury that they brought off the heads of eighty, and wounded a great

many. In this adtion we loft ten favages, and a hundred French. We had twenty op
two-and-twenty wounded, in which number was the good Father Angeleran the Jefuitj.

who received a mufket-fliot in thofe parts which Origen chofe to lop oft inlirder to

qualify himfelf for inftructing the fair fex without the difturbance of pafllon, or the

clanger of fcandal. When the favages brought in the heads of their enemies to

M. de Denonville, they afked him why he halted, and did not march up ? He made
anfwer, that he could not leave his wounded men behind, and that he thought it proper

to encamp, that the furgeons might have time to drefs their wounds. To obviate this

pretence, the favages offered to make litters for the tranfporting of them to the village,

that lay but a little way oft'. But our general did not approve of their advice ; upon
which, notwithftanding his remonftrances, they drew up into a body, and though they

confided of ten different nations, agreed in a joint refolution of purfuing their enemy, '

in hopes of taking, at leaft, their women, their old men, and their children^ Our
general being acquainted with their refolution, gave them to know, that he earneftly

defired they would reft for one day, and not depart from his camp, and that the nexC

day he would burn their villages, and ftarve them to death by fpoiling their crops.

But they took this compliment fo ill, that moft of them returned to their ov;n country
;

remonftrating, " That the Freach came out to fetch a walk, rather than to wage war,

fince
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fince they would not take the advantage of the bed opportunity in the world ; that

their ardour, like a flafli of fire, was extinguifhed as ibon as kindled ; that it was a

fruitlefs adventure to draw together fo many warriors, from all parts, to burn fome

huts of bark, that the enemy could rebuild in four days ; that the Tfonontouans did

not matter the fpoiling of their corn, for that the other Iroquefe nations were able to

iupply them ; and in fine, that fince they had joined the French twice together to no
purpofe, they would never truft them for the future, in fpite of all the renlonftrances

they could make." Some are of opinion, that M. de Denonville ought to have gone

farther ; and others affirm, that it was impofiible for him to do more than he did
;

for my part, I fliall not venture upon any decifion of the matter ; thofe who fit at the

helm, are mofl liable to be perplexed. To purfue the bare matter of fad: ; we
marched next day to the great village, and carried our wounded men upon litters,

but we found nothing there but allies ; for the Iroquefe had burnt the village them-

felves, by way of precaution. Then we fpent five or fix days in cutting down the

Indian corn with our fwords. From thence we marched to the two little villages of the

Thegaronhies and the Danoncaritaoui, which lay about two or three leagues off.

Having done the like exploits there, we returned to the lake fide. In all thefe villages

we found plenty of horfes, black cattle, fowl and hogs. All the country round

afforded us a very charming, pleafant, and even profpeft. The forefts through which

we marched were replenifhed with oak, wallnut, and wild chefnut-trees.

Two days after we embarked for Niagara, which lay thirty leagues ofi", and arrived

there in four days. As foon as the troops had debarked, we^employed them in making

a fort of pales with four baftions, which was finifhed in three days. Here we mean
to leave an hundred and twenty foldiers under the command of M. des Bergeres, with

ammunition and provifions for eight months. The fort ftands on the fouth fide of the

{freight of Herrie Lake, upon a hill ; at the foot of which, that lake falls into the lake

of Frontenac. Yefterday the favages, our allies, took leave of M. de Denonville, and

made a fpeech after their ufual manner ; in which, among other things, they in-

fmuated, that they were pleafed to fee a fort fo conveniently placed, which might

favour their retreat upon any expedition againft the Iroquefe ; that they depended upon

his promife, of continuing the war till the five nations fliould be either deftroyed or

difpoffeffed of their country ; that they earneftly defired that part of the army Ihould

take the field out of hand, and continue in it both winter and fummer, for that they

would certainly do the fame on their part ; and in fine, that forafmuch as their alli-

ance with France was chiefly grounded upon the promifes the French made of liftening

to no propofals of peace, till the five nations fliould be quite extirpated, they there-

fore hoped they would be as good as their word ; efpccially confidering that a ceffation

of arms would fully the honour of the French, and infallibly difengage their allies.

M. de Denonville gave them frefh affuranccs of his intention to carry on the war, in

fpite of all the efforts of the Iroquefe ; and in a word, protefled that he would pro-

fecute this dcfign fo vigoroufly, that in the end thefe barbarians fhould be either quite

cut off, or obliged to fhift their feats.

The general called for me that very day, and acquainted me, that in regard I under-

ftood the language of the favages, I was to go with a detachment to cover their coun-

try, purfuant to their rcquefl. At the fame time he allured nie, he would inform the

court of the reafons that moved him to detain me in Canada, notwithflanding that he

had orders to give me leave to go home. You may eafily guefs. Sir, that I was thun-

dcr-ftruck with this news, when I had fed myfelf all along with the hopes of return-

ing to France, and promoting my intereft, which is now fo much thwarted. However,
1 was
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I was forceJ to be contented ; for the greater power bears the fway all the world over.

Purfuant to my orders, I made all luitable preparations for my voyage, without lofs of

time. I took leave of my friends, who fmgled out the beft foldiers for me ; and made
me prefents of deaths, tobacco, books, and an infinity of other things that they could

fpare without any inconveniency, becaufe they were then upon their return to the

colony, which affords every thing that one can defire. By good luck, I brought my
aflrolabe with me from Monreal, which will enable me to take the latitudes of this

lake, and to make I'everal other ufcful obfervations ; for, in all appearance, I fhall be
be out two years or fuch a matter. The men of my detachment are brifk proper fel-

lows, and my canoes are both new and large. I am to go along with M. Dulhut,
a Lyons gentleman, who is a perfon of great merit, and has done his King and his coun-

try very confiderable fervices. M. de Tonti makes another of our company ; and a

company of favages is to follow us. M. de Denonville will fet out for the colony by
the north fide of the lake of Frontenac, in two or three days. He defigns to leave at

Fort Frontenac a number of men and ammunition equal to what he leaves here.

I herewith tranfinit fome lettefs for my relations, which I beg you would convey to

their hands. If I meet with any opportunity, I'll fend you a journal of my voyage
the next year. In the mean time,

I am. Sir, yours. Sec,

LETTER XIV.

Dated at Miflilimaklnac, May 26, 16SS,

The Author leaves Niagara, and has an Encounter -with the Iroquefe at the end of th^

Land-carriage. The After-part of his Voyage. A Defcription of the Country. He
arrives at Fort St. fofeph in the Mouth of the hake of Hurons. A Detachment of
the Hurons arrive at the fame Place. After an Engagement, they fet out for Miffili*

makinac. A Jirange Adventure of M. de la Sailed Brother, Mijfilimakinac

defcribed.

Sir,

I AM at a lofs to determine whether it is owing to ftupidity, or greatnefs ofmind,

that the lofs of my eftate, which I infallibly forefee, doos not at all affedt me. Your
letter is but too Ihrewd a confirmation of my prophecy. However, I cannot but

purfue your feafonable advice in writing to court ; in the mean time fuffer me to fatisfy

my promife, in prefenting you with a relation of my voyages.

I embarked at Niagara Augufl: 3d, on board a canoe manned with eight foldiers of my
detachment ; and after running three leagues againft the current of the (freight, came
that fame day to the place where the navigation flops. There I met with the Sieur

Grifolon de la Tourette, brother to M. Dulhut, who had ventured to come from
Miflilimaklnac with a fingle canoe to join the army. The 4th we commenced our great

land-carriage to the fouthward, being obliged to tranfport our canoes from a league and

a half below the great Fall of Niagara, to half a league above it. Before we got at any

beaten or level path, we were forced to climb up three mountains, upon which an

hundred Iroquefe might have knocked us all on the head with ftones. While we were

employed in this tranfport fervice, we were alarmed twice or thrice ; which cautioned

us to keep a ftrifl: guard, and to tranfport our baggage with all pofllble expedition.

Nay, after all our precautions, we were forced to leave one-half of our baggage about

half.
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half-way, upon the difcovery of a thoufand Iroquefe that marched towards us. Do
you judge. Sir, if we had not feme reafon to be alarmed ; and whether we would ftand

to facrifice all to the natural principle of felf-prefervation ; though indeed we wereia
danger of lofmg our lives as well as our baggage ; for we had not embarked above the

Fall half a quarter of an hour,when the enemy appeared upon the (freight fide. I af-

fure you, I efcaped very narrowly ; for about a quarter of an hour before, I and three

or four favagcs had gone five hundred paces out of our road, to look upon that fearfu!

cataracl ; and it was as much as I could do, to get at the canoes before they put off.

To be taken by fuch cruel fellows was to me no trifling thing. II morir e niente, ma
il vivere brugiando e troppo. " To die is nothing ; but to live in the midfl of fire

*

is too much."
As for the water-fall of Niagara ; it is feven or eight hundred foot high, and half

a league broad. Towards the middle of it we defcry an ifland that leans towards the

precipice, as if it were ready to fall. All the beafts that crofs the water within half a

quarter of a league above this unfortunate ifland, are fucked in by force of the fl:ream ;

and the beafts and fifli that are thus killed by the prodigious fall, feive for food to fifty

Iroquefe, who are fettled about two leagues off", and take them out of the water with

their canoes. Between the furface of the water that flielves oft' prodigioufly, and the

foot of the precipice, three men may crofs abreaft without any other damage than

a fprinkling of fome few drops of water.

To return to the ftoi-y of the thoufand Iroquefe ; I muft tell you, that we crofted

the ftreight with all the vigour we were mafters of, and after rowing all night

arrived next morning at the mouth of the lake, which appeared to be indifferently rapid.

Then we were fecure from all danger, for the Iroquefe canoes are fo dull and large,

that they cannot fail near fo quick as thofe made of birch-bark. The former are

made of elm-bark, which is very heavy, and their form is very awkward, for they

are fo long and broad that thirty men row in them, two abreaft, whether fitting or ftand-

ing, and the fides are fo low that they dare not venture them upon the lakes, though

the wind be very flack. We coafted along the north coaft of the Lake of Erie, being

favoured by the calms, which are in a manner conftant in that feafon, efpecially in the

fouthern countries. Upon the brink of this lake we frequently faw flocks of fifty or

fixty turkies, which run incredibly fait upon the fands ; and the favages of our

company killed great numbers of them, which they gave to us in exchange for the

fifli that we caught. The 25th we arrived at a long point of land which flioots out

14 or 15 leagues into the lake ; and the heat being exceflive, we chofe to tranfport

our boats and baggage two hundred paces over land, rather than coaft about for

thirty-five leagues. September 6. we entered the ftreight of the Lake of Hurons,

where we met with a flack current of half a league in breadth, that continued till we
arrived in the Lake of St. Claire, which is twelve leagues in circumference. The 8th

of the fame month we fleered on to the other end, from whence we had but fix

leagues to run againft the ftream, till we arrived in the mouth of the Lake of Hurons,

where we landed on the J4th. You cannot imagine the plcafant profpcdt of this

ftreight, and of the little lake ; for their banks are covered with all forts of wild fruit-

trees. It is true, the want of agriculture finks the agreeablenefs of the fruit ; but

their plenty is very furprifing. We fpied no other aniuials upon the fliore, but herds

of harts and roe-bucks : and when we came to little iflands, we fcourcd them in order

to oblige thefc beafts to crofs over to the continent, upon which they offering to fwini

• The prifoners taken by the Iroquefe are frequently burnt.

over.
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over, were knocked on the head by our canoe-mcn that were planted all round die

iflands. After our virrival at the fort, of which I was ordered to take poffeflion,

M. Dulhut and M. deTonti had a mind to reft themfelves for fome days, as well as

the favaf;;cs that accompanied us. This fort, which was built by M. Dulhut, was
garriioncd upon his own ciiargcs by the coureurs de bois, who had taken care to

fow in it fome bufhels of Turkey wheat, which afforded a plentiful crop, that proved

of great ufe to me. The garrifon furreudered their poft very cheerfully to my
detachment ; and then purfued their commerce with our favages, for every one had
leave to go where he plcafod. This gave me an opportunity of fending two canoes

under a guard of foldicrs, to difpofe of a great roll of tobacco of two hundred weight,

that M. Dulhut had kindly prefented me with ; for that honeft gentleman informed

me, that my foldiers might ealily purchafe corn in exchange for tobacco, fooner than

for any other commodities. I am obliged to him as long as I live ; but I am much
afraid the tretifurer ot the navy will make him no better compenfation for this piece of
fervice, than for a thoufand other difburfements upon the King's account. The
foldiers I fent with the tobacco, returned in the latter end of November, and brought
with them the Reverend Father Avenau the Jefuit, who found no occafion to trouble

himfelf with preaching up abftinence from meat in the time of Lent. They brought
advice, that a party of the Hurons being prepared to march out of their villages, to attack

the Iroquefe beaver-hunters, would fpeedily repair to the fort to reft themfelves. In

the mean time I waited with impatience for the arrival of one Turcot, and four more
of the coureurs de bois, who w ere to come to me in the beginning of December,
along with fome other huntfmen that M. de Denonville had promiled to fend me ;

but hearing nothing of them, and our commons being at that time very fliort, I

fhould have been very much pinched if four young Canadefe who were expert huntf-

men, had not tarried with me all winter. The above mentioned party of the Hurons
arrived December ad, being headed by one Saentfouan, who left me his canoe and his

baggage, to keep till he returned ; for he could not poflibly continue his navigation

longer, upon the account that the furface of the water began then to be covered with

ice. Thefe favages chofe to march over land to the fort of Niagara, where they
expefted to receive intelligence before they entered the country of the Iroquefe.

They marched ten days, i. e. fifty leagues without feeing one foul. But at laft

their fcouts perceived the footfteps of fome huntfmen, which they traced at a great

pace for a whole night, the fnow being then a foot deep. Towards the break of day
they returned, and gave notice to their fellow-adventurers, that they had difcovered

fix huts, with ten men lodged in each of them. Upon this intelligence the whole
party made a halt, in order to paint their faces, to prepare their arms, and to concert

proper meafures. The attack was fo formed that tvi-o men made foftly up to the

two doors of the huts with their clubs in their hands, to knock down any one that

offered to come out, while the reft were employed in firing their pieces. And the

action was crowned with wonderful fuccefs ; for the Iroquefe being furprifcd and fhut

up in their bark prifons, there were but two out of fixty-four that made their efcape ;

and thefe two being naked and deftitute of fire-arms, could not but perifh in the

woods. Three of the Hurons indeed were killed upon the fpot, but to atone for that

lofs, the aggreflbrs carried off fourteen prifoners, and four women. This done, they

inarched back to my fort with all pofTible expedition. Among the captive fiaves, there

were three who had made part of the number of the one thoufand Iroquefe that thought
to have furprifed us the year before, when we were employed in the great land-car-

riage at Niagara. They gave us to underftand, that the fort of Niagara was blocked
VOL. xiii. o Q up
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up by eight hundred Iroqucfe, who meant to appear before my pofl: without znj
delay. This troublefome piece of news galled me to the laft degree, for fear of beino-

reduced to extremities ; and with that view I was a very nice hulband of what corn I

had left. I was not apprchenfive of being attacked by them, for the favages never

fight fairly, neither do they ever attempt to pull up pallifadoes ; but I was afraid that

they would flarve us out by cramping our huntfmen in their due range. However,
the Hurons continuing fifteen days in my fort to refrefh themfelves, I ufed the precaution

of engaging them to aflifl my huntfmen in providing meat: but as foon as they

took leave of me in order to return home, our hunting was at an end, and the gates

were kept fliut.

At lad, finding that my provifions were almofl; out, I refolved to go to Miflilimakinac,

to buy up corn from the Hurons and the Outaouans. Accordingly, having left fome
ftldiers to guard the fort in my abfence, I embarked with the reil of my detachment

on the firfl: of April, with a gentle fouth-eaft gale ; by the help of which we infcnfiblv

eroded the bay of Saguinan. Tliat little gulph is fix hours over, and in the middle of
of it there are two little illands, which afford a very feafonable flielter when a wind
arifes in the crofiing over. Before you have crofled this bay, the coall is all along full

of rocks and fhelves, one of which that I law was fix leagues broad : but above it the

coafl is clean and low, efpecially towards the fand-river, which lies half-way between
that bay and a place called 1' Anfe du Tonnere. Now this lad place is reckoned
thirty leagues ofi" the bay. Having paffed that, we had but thirty leagues more to fail

;

which we did without any danger, but the help of an eaft-fouth-eaft gale, that fwclled

the waves prodigioufly. In the mouth of the lUinefe lake we met the party of the

Hurons that I mentioned before ; and four or five hundred Outaouas, who were bound
home, after having fpent the winter in hunting of beavers upon the river of Saguinan.

Both they and we were forced to lie by in that place for three or four days, by reafon

oftheica: after which the lake was cleared, and we crofied it together. When the

Hurons came afhore, they confulted among themfelves how to difpofe of their flaves :

after which they made a prefent of one of them to M. de Juchereau, who commanded
in that place ; but the poor wretch was prefently Ihot to death. Another of them was
prefented to the Outaouas, who granted him his life, for fuch reafons as you would
eafily apprehend, if you were better acquainted with the policy and cunning of that

fort of men, whom you now take for beads.

I arrived in this place on the iSth of April, and my uneafinefs and trouble took
date from the day of my arrival ; for I found the Indian corn fo fcarce by reafon of
the preceding bad harvefts, that I defpaired of finding half fo much as I wanted ; but
after all, I am hopeful, that two villages will furnifh me with almofl as much as I have
occafion for. M. Cavelier arrived here May 6, being accompanied with his nephew.
Father Anaftafe the recollect, a pilot, one of the favages, and fome few Frenchmen,
which made a fort of a party-coloured retinue. Thefe Frenchmen were fome of thofe

that M. de la Salle had conduced upon the difcovery of IVliffifipi. They gave out,

that they are fent to Canada, in order to go to France, with fome difpatchcs from
M. de la Salle to the Kin^ : but we fufpetl: that he is dead, becaufe he docs not
return along with them. I fhall not fpend time in taking notice of their great journey
over-land j which, by the account they give, cannot bo lefs than eight hundred
leagues.

Miflilimakinac, the place I am now in, is certainly a place of great importance. It

lies in the latitude of forty-five degrees, and thirty minutes : but as for its longitude, I
have nothing to fay of it, for reafons mentioned in my fecond letter. It is not above

half
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lialfa league diflant from the Illinefe lake, an account of which, and indeed of all the

other lakes, you maj' cxpeft elfewhere. Here the Hurons and Outaouas have each

of them a village ; the one being fevered from the other by a finglc pallifadoe : but

the Outaouas are beginning to build a fort upon a hill, that (lands but one thoufand

or twelve hundred paces off. I'his precaution they were prompted to by the murder

of a certain Huron, called Sandaouires, who was affaflinatcd in the Saguinan river by

four young Outaouas. In this place the Jcfuits have a little houfe, or college adjoin-

ing to a fort of a church, and inclofed with pales that feparatc it from the village of

the Hurons. Thefe good fathers lavilh away all their divinity and patience to no

purpofe, in converting fuch ignorant infidels ; for all the length they can bring them

to, is, that oftentimes they will defire baptifm for their dying children, and fome few

fuperannuated perfons confent to receive the facrament of baptifm, when they find

themfelves at the point of death. The coureurs de bois have but a very fmall fettle-

nient here ; though at the fame time it is not inconfiderable, as being the ftaple of all

the goods that they truck with the fouth and the weft favagcs ; for they cannot avoid

paffmg this way, when they go to the feats of the Illinefe, and the Oumamis, or to the

Bay des Puants, and to the river of Miffifipi. The fkins which they import from thefe

different places, muft lie here fome time before they are tranfported to the colony.

Miffilimakinac is fituated very advantageoufly ; for the Iroquefe dare not venture with

their forry canoes, to crofs the ftreight of the Illinefe lake, which is two leagues over ;

befides that the lake of the Hurons is too rough for fiich flender boats : and as they

cannot come to it by water, fo they cannot approach to it by land, by reafon of the

marfhcs, fens, and little rivers, which it would be very difficult to crofs ; not to men-

tion that the ftreight of the Illinefe lake lies ftill in their way.

You can fcarce believe. Sir, what vaft flioals of white fifh are caught about the

middle of the channel, between the continent and the ille of Miflilimakinac. The
Outaouas and the Hurons could never fubfift here without that fifhery ; for they are

obliged to travel about twenty leagues in the woods, before they can kill any harts or

elks, and it would be an infinite fatigue to carry their carcafes fo far over-land. This

fort of white fifti, in my opinion, is the only one in all thefe lakes that can be called

good ; and indeed it goes beyond all other forts of river fifti. Above all, it has one

lingular property, namely, that all forts of fauces fpoil it, fo that it is always eat either

boiled or broiled, without any manner of feafoning. In the channel I now fpeak of,

the currents are fo ftrong, that they fometimes fuck in the nets, though they are two

or three leagues off. In fome feafons, it fo falls out that the currents run three days

eaftward, two days to the weft, one to the fouth, and four northward ; fometimes

more, and fometimes lefs. The caufe of this diverfity of currents could never be
fathomed, for in a calm, they will run in thefpace of one day, to all the points of the

compafs, i. e. fometimes one way, fometimes another, without any limitation of time ;

fo that the decifion of the matter muft be left to the difciples of Copernicus. Here the

favages catch trouts as big as one's thigh, with a fort of fifliing hook made in the form
of an awl, and made faft to a piece of brafs wire, which is joined to the line that reaches

to the bottom of the lake. Ihis fort of fifliery is carried on not only with hooks, but

with nets, and that in winter, as well as in fummer : for they make holes in the ice at

a certain diftance one from another, through which they conducl the nets with poles.

The Outaouas and the Hurons have very pleafant fields, on which they fow Indian

corn, peafe, and beans, befides a fort of citruls, and melons, which differs much
from ours, and of which I fliall take occafion to fpeak to another place. Sometimes

thefe ikvages fell their corn very dear, cfpecially when the beaver-hunters happens not

« Q 2 to



300 LAHONTAn's travels in CANADA.

to take well. Upon which occafion they make fufficient reprifals upon us for the ex-

travagant price of our commodities.

As foon as I have brought up fixty fades of corn, each of which may weigh fifty

pound, I am to march with my detachment alone to St. Mary's Fort, in order to engage

the Sauteursor the inhabitants ofSaut Saint Marie, to join the Outaouas ; after which

we mean to march with joint forces to the country of the Iroquefe. Befides thefe,

there is a party of a hundred Hurons ready to march, under the command of the great

leader Adario, whom the French call the Rat ; but they do not march our way. I

Jhall write to you with the firft opportunity after my return from this expedition. Per-

haps the Jefuits will fend your letters for me along with M. Denonville's to Fort

St. Jofeph, where I am to refide, I fliall expert their arrival with the utmofl impa-

tience. In the mean time I fend you a letter direded to M. de Seignelay, the purport

of which I have here fubjoined. It will be a very fenfible obligation laid upon me, if

you vouchfafe to believe that I always am.
Sir, yours, &c.

The Letter dlre6led to M. Be Seignelay.

Honoured Sir,

I AM the fon of a gentleman that fpent three hundred thoufand crowns in deepen-

ing the water of the two Gaves of Beam: he had the good luck to compafs his end by

conveying a great many brooks to thefe two rivers; and the current of the Adour was by

that means fo far ftrengthened as to render the bar of Bayonne palfable by a fifty-gun

fhip, whereas in former times a frigate of ten guns durft not venture over it. It was in

confideration of this great and fucccfsful attempt that His Majefly granted to my father

and his heirs for ever, certain duties and taxes, amounting to the fum of three thoufand

livres a year. This grant was confirmed by an act of the council of ftate, dated

January 9, 1658, figned Bofl'uet, collated, &c. Another advantage accruing to the

King and the province from my father's fervices, confifts in the bringing down of malts

and yards from the Pyrenean mountains, vv-hich could never have been effected if he

had not by his care, and by the diituriing of immenie funis, enlarged the quantity of water

in the Gave of Oleron to a double proportion. Thefe duties and taxes, which had been

iuftly entailed upon him and his heirs, ceafcd to be ours when he died; and to inflame

the difgrace, I loft his place, viz. that of being an honorary judge of the parliament of

Pau, and chief juftice in eyre for the province of Beam ; all which were mine by inhe-

ritance. Thefe lolfes are now followed by an unjuft feizure that fome pretended credi-

tors have made of the barony of La Hontan, of a piece of ground that lies contiguous

to it, and of a hundred thoufand livres that lay in the hands of the chamber of Bayonne.

Thefe faiihlefs creditors have no other rcafon to fue mc, but that 1 am now in the fag

end of the world, and that they are rich, and fupportcd by the credit and protedion of

the parliament of Paris, where they hope to make good their unjuft pretenfions in my
abfence. Lait year I obtained leave to return to Fi-ance, in order to take care of this

matter; but now M. de Denonville has lent me with a detachment to thefe lakes;

from whence I humbly petition that your honour would vouchfafe me leave to come
home the next year, and at the fame time honour me with your protection.

1 am, with all poflible refpeft. Your Hongur's, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XV.

Dated at MUTilimakinac, Sep. i8, i688.

Dcfcrlbing the Fall called Satit St. Marie, where the Author perfuades the Inhabitants to

join the Outa^Aias, and march againjl the Iroqucfc. yhid cojitainitig an Account of the

Occurrences of the Voyage between that Place and Mijfillmakinac.

Sir,

I AM now returned from the Iroquefe country, and have quitted the Fortof St. Jofeph

againfl: my will. I cannot allow myfelf to doubt, but that you took care of the letter

dircded for M. de Seignelay, whicli I tranfmitted to you three months ago.

I fet out from hence in my canoe, June 2 ; and after my arrival at the water-fall

called Saut Sainte Marie, I pc'rfuaded forty young warlike fellows to join the party of

the Outaouas that I mentioned in my laft. This Saut Sainte Marie is a cataracl, or

rather a water-fall of two leagues in length, which gives vent to the waters of the upper

lake, and at the bottom of which, not far from the Jefuit's houfe, there is a village of

the Outchipoues, alias Sautcurs. This place is a great thoroughfare for the coureurs

de bois that trade with the northern people, who ufually repair to the brinks of that

lake in the fummer. The continual fog that rifes from the upper lake, and fpreads

over the adjacent country, renders the ground fo barren that it bears no corn. The
15th of the fame month I fet out from the above-mentioned village, being accompanied

by the forty young Sauteurs, who embarked in five canoes, each of which held eight

men. The 16th we arrived at the ifle of Detour, where my foldiers and the party of

the Outaouas had tarried for me two days. The firft day was fpent by the Outaouas

and the Sauteurs in warlike feafts, dancing, and fmging, purfuant to their wonted
cuilom : the next day we all embarked, and traverfmg from ifle to ifle, made the

ifland of Manitouallnin four days. This ifland is twenty-five leagues long, and feven

or eight broad. In former times it was poiTeflcd by the Outaouas of Talon, called the

Otontagans ; who were diflodged by the progrefs of the Iroquefe, that has ruined fo

many nations. We coafted upon that ifle a whole day ; and being favoured by a calm,

croflTed from ifle to ifle till we made the eafl: fide of the lake. In this paflfage we crofled

between two iflands that w^ere fix leagues diflant the one from the other ; and upon
that occafion our watermen, who were not ufed to venture fo far out in their flender

boats, were fain to tug hard at their oars. The favages flood out at firft, and refufed

to venture fo far from land, for they would rather have gone fifty leagues about ; but at

laft I over pcrfuaded them, by reprefenting that I would have been vei-y loth to venture

my own pcrfon, if I had not been fufficiently provided againft all danger by an exadt

knowledge of the winds and the ftorms- The calm continuing, we made the river of

Theonontate on the 25th. The next day there fprung up a gale from the weft-fouth-

weft, which kept us back for four or five days ; but our ftop was of no great advantage

to us, for it rained fo heavily, that we could not hunt. This country is the ancient feat

of the Hurons, as it appears from the name they give to their nations in their own
language, viz. Theonontateronons, i. e. the inhabitants of Theonontate. But after the

Iroquefe had upon divers occafions, taken and defeated great numbers of them, the reft

quitted the country to avoid the like fate. We re-embarked on the 29th, and on the 1 ft:

of July arrived at Fort St. Jofeph, where the (bldiers I had left waited tor us with great

impatience. Having landed fome facks of corn at the fort, we fet oiit again on the 3d
of July, and purfued our courfe with all diligence, in order to an early appearance in

7 the
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the Iroquefe country. We failed through the ftrait or neck, and Rood to the fouth

fide of the lake Erie ; and being favoured by the weather, arrlv'ed on the 17th in the

river Conde, which I fliall have occafion to take notice of in defcribing the lakes of

Canada. Immediately, upon our landing, the favages fell to work in cutting down
trees, and making a redoubt of ftakes, or pales, for the fecurity of our canoes and bag-

gage, and for a fafe retreat to ourfelves in cafe of neceffiiy.

The 20th they marched, each man being provided with a light covering, a bow, and

fome arrows, (or elfe a fufec) and a little bag containing ten pound weight of the flour

of the Indian corn. Tliey thought it moil convenient to keep to the banks of the

river, upon which the Goyogoans are wont to fifli for fturgeon ; for that fi(h, which is

fix feet in length, comes out of the lakes in hot weather, and fwims up the rivers.

They had refolved likewife, if they found the country clear to march up and furprize

the villages of the Goyogoans : but they were foon eafed of that trouble, for they had

not marched two days when their fcouts defcried three hundred Iroquefe ; and on the

other hand, the Iroquefe fpied them to fuch purpofe, that the fcouts efcaped very

narrowly, and had much ado to return to the body of the party, which immediately

betook themfelves to flight. I was mightly furprized when I heard the centinel of our

redoubt cry out, Atix ar/iics, our men" are beaten and purfued ; but I was yet more fur-

prized when I faw the fugitives run at full fpeed, when there was nobody behind them.

When they came up, they were all filent for half an hour, purfuant to their ufe and

wont; after which their leader recounted to me the particulars of the adventure. I

thought at firfl: that their advanced guards had mifl:ook the number of the enemies

;

for I knew that the Outaouas had not the repiitation of too much courage; but the

next day a party of the Iroquefe appeared in fight of our redoubt, which gave the

occafion to believe that they were in the right of it. Nay, this truth was afterwards

confirmed by a certain flave called Chaouanon, who made his efcape to the redoubt, and

affured me, that the Iroquefe were not lefs than four hundred; to which he added,

that they expeded to be joined by fixty more that had marched fome months before

to the country of the Oumamis. He informed us farther, that while the Marquis de

Denonville was concerting meafures for a peace with the five nations, an Englifhman,

of the name of Aria, accompanied with fome others, endeavoured to ditTuade them from
peace, by orders from the governor of New York. In the mean time the favages

having preflTed me to aflifl: at a council of war, they propofcd to lie by for a fair wind,

and then to embark. They reprefent, that they defigned to fail to the' end of the lake,

where they would infallibly light upon the fixty Iroquefe that I mentioned above; but

withal, that they could not agree to fet out in a calm, becaufe that after their quitting

the redoubt, and launching out, a contrary wind might force them afliore, where their

throats might be cut if the enemy purfued them. 1 replied, that it was then fuch fine

weather, that we had nothing to expefl: but calms ; that if we tarried longer in this

place, our enemies would thereby gain time to make canoes in order to a purfuit : that

fmce the favourablencfs of the wind was fo uncertain, we ought to embark without lofs

of time ; that we might fail in the night and fculk in the day time behind rocks and
points of land ; and, that by this means the enemy would be at a lofs to know whether

we Rood to the fouth or to the north fide of the lake. The favages made anfwer, that

it was true their tarrying might be every way prejudicial ; but it was equally true, that

jny expedient was dangerous : however, they confcnted to embark along with us, and
forthat end gunmied their canoes. We embarked on the 24th at night, and the weather

being fair, clear, and calm, made a great deal of way that night, and the fucceeding day.

The next evening vvc came to an anchor, defigning to flcep Ibr three or four hours, but

5 not
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not to flir out of the canoes. About midnight we weighed our little wooden anchors,-
and one halF of the men rowed while the other was at reft. Thus did we continue to
fleer with a great deal of precaution and care, rowin.; all night, and lying by all day.

July 28th, when we were lying almoft all alle;>pin a creek of a little ifland, the watch
defcrying fome canoes that made towards us, waked fome favages that hai.t gone afhore
to fleep the more conveniently. The noife having alarmed us all, we prefcntly made
curfelves ready to get in head of thefe canoes ; but at the fame time, though we were
but half a league otF, we could not diftinguifli who they were, by roafon that the fun-

' beams falling perpendicularly, made the furtnce of the water look like a looking-glafs.

Indeed there being but two of them, we reckoned they were manned with Iroquefc,
and that each of them contained at leaft twenty men ; upon which fufpicion, the leader
of the Sauteurs offered to go alhore with his men, and pod himfeif at the entry of a
wood, from whence he would foftly follow the canoes without being difcovered, until
fuch time as we forced them afhore. At the fame time h? propofed that the Outaouas
and my detachment (hould fuffer them to be within a mufket-fhot of the ifland before W9
difcovered ourfelves, or offered to give them chafe, upon the apprehenfion that if we
followed them clofer, they would be fo far froitl getting on fliore, that they would
fight as defperate, and chufe rather to be killed or drowned than to be taken. This
propofal was liked, and every thing was managed accordingly. As foou as our un-
known enemy perceived us, they made the fliore with all imaginable precipitation

; and
juft when they were going to knock their prifoners on the head, the Sauteurs fell upoa
them, but miffed of their aim in taking them all alive ; for they fought to the laft gafp,
like men that knew no medium betwixt conquefl: and death. Una /aha viclis nul/a;n

fperarefalutem. This engagement happened while we landed ; however,, the Sauteurs
came off with honour, for they loft only four men, and of twenty Iroquefe they killed

three, wounded five, and took the reft prifoners, fo that not one of them efcaped.
The Iroquefe had along with them eighteen flaves of the Oumamis, who were all

wounded, and feven big-bellied women, from whom we had intelligence that the reft

of their party were then upon their return by land upon the banks of the lake, havin^r

thirty-four prifoners, of both fexes ; and that they could not then be far off. When
this intelligence was laid before us, the Outaouas were of the opinion that we fhould
reft fatisfied with the feats we had done, upon the plea that the above-mentioned four
hundred Iroquefe would certainly get before us. On the other hand, the Sauteurs
maintained that they had rather perifli than fail to attempt the refcue of thefe prifoners,

and the defeat of the whole party ; and that if nobody would fecond them, they would
make the attempt by themfelves. The bravery of this refolution obliged me to en-
courage and edge on the Outaouas. I remonftrated to them, that in regard the Sau-
teurs engroffed the glory of the former adion, they had more reafon than we to

decline the rifque of a fecond engagement , that if we refufed to back them, our
cowardice would cover us with everlafting infamy ; and, that in order to render the
attack more fecure, we ought to ufe a fpeedy precaution in finding out fome point or
elbow of land where our canoes, our baggage, and our prifoners might be lodged fafe.

The Outaouas had a great deal of relucb.ncy to the matter ; however, after confultino-

among themfelves, they complied with the pi-opofai, more for fhame, than out of true
courage. Having laid down that joint refoluti'j '., we made up a little fort of a fence
in ffven or eight hours, and then fent out fcout ^ on all hands, while the main body was
k^pt in readinefs to march upon the lirft alarm.

Auguft 4, two of our fpies returned upoa full fpeed, to acquaint us that the Iroquefe
were not above three leagues off, and that they advanced towards us j and withal, that

upon
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upon the road there was a little brook, upon which an ambufcade might be conveniently-

laid. This advice animated our favages fo much, that they run immediately to take

pofleffion of that advantageous port; ; but ihey knew not how to make the right uie of

it. The Outaouas were too hafty in firing ; and by fhooting at too great a diilance,

gave all the enemies an opportunity of making their efcape, abating for ten or twelve

\vhofe heads were brought into the little fort where I fraid. I'he flaves indeed were

all retaken, and fo refcued from the cruelty of thefe tigers ; which encouraged us to

reft fatisfied. When the expedition was over, we llowed thefe poor wretches in our

canoes, and fleered with all expedition to the flrait or neck of the lake of Huron,
which we made on the 13th. We enjoyed a great deal of pleafure in ftemming the

current of that {freight ; the iflaiids of which, that I mentioned above, were covered

with roe-bucks. This opportunity we did not flight ; nor did we grudge our flopping

upon thefe iflandsfor eight days ; during wliich time we were bufied in hunting, and
refrefhed ourfelves with plenty of excellent fruit that was fully ripe. Here the wounded
and retaken prifoiiers had an opportunity of reiling, and of drinking the broth of

feveral forts of meat ; and v/e had time to broil as much meat as we could flow in our
canoes, not to mention the great number of turkeys that we were obliged to eat upon
the fpot, for fear that the heat of the feafon would fpoil them.

In that fpace of time the poor wounded favages were carefully purged with fuch

roots as the Americans are well-verfed in ; which I mean to explain to you in its proper

time and place ; and they wanted not good reltoratives of jelly-brotli. The. 24th we
re-embarked, and arrived at night at Fort St. Jofeph, where I found a party of eighty

Oumamis, commanded by one Michitonka, who being lately returned from Niagara,

expected my arrival with the utmofl impatience. When I landed, I was furprized to

fee the fort crammed with favages ; but on the other hand, they were equally aflonifhed

to find in our company their countrymen, to whofe hard fortune they had been alto-

gether ftrangers. The joyful meeting filled the air with acclamations, and panegyrics

rung all about to an extravagant degree. I wifli. Sir, you had been there to partake

of the pleafure of fo fine a fliow ; had you been prefent, you v.'ould have joined with

me in owning that all our French rhetoric cannot reach fuch pithy and fignificant

figures, cfpecially upon the fcore of hyperboles, as made up the bulk of the harangues

and fongs that thefe poor people uttered with rapture and tranfport. Michitonka

acquainted me, that after he went to the fort of Niagara, with a defign to make fome
expedition into the country of theTfonontouans, he found that the fcurvy had made
fuch a terrible havoc in that fort, that it had fwept off the commander, and all the

foldicrs, bating twelve, who had the good luck to get over it, as well as M. de Ber-

gercs, who by the advantage of a hale conflitution, had ftemmcd the raging violence of

that diftemper. He informed me farther, that M. Bergercs having relblved to fet out

with his twelve men for the fort of Frontenac, had defired of him a reinforcement of

fome young Oumamis, which was granted him ; that after M. Bergeres had em-
barked, himfelf marched over-land to the country of the Onnontagucs, where he re-

joined the reinforcement he had granted to M. de Bergeres, and underftood from
them, that during the winter the fcurvy had carried off as many (bldiers at Fort Fron-

tenac as at Niagara ; and, that M. de Denonville was negocialing a peace with the

Iroquefe.

The governor of fort Frontenac had requeflcd Michitonka to engage in no cnter-

prife, and to return home with his men ; upon which that leader being in full march
homeward, was attacked by three hundred Onnontagucs, whom he durfl not engage

othrcwife than in a running fighl, by which he lofl lour men. Being informed of all

thefe
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thefe circumftances, I confulted with the three difl'crent nations that were then ported

in my fort. After a mature refledion upon the intelligence that was laid before them,

they came to this refolution ; that iince the Marquis de Denonville had a mind to clr.p

up a peace, and the fort of Niagara was abdicated, the fort I then commanded would

bo of no ufe ; that fince I had neither provifions nor ammunition for above two months,

I fhould be obliged at the end of thcfe two months to retreat to the place from whence

I now write ; that at that time of the year our navigation would be uncafy and dan-

gerous ; that in regaid I lay under an indifpenfible necefilty of making my retreat, it

was of no gi-cat moment whether I marched off two months fooner or later ; and, in

fine, that fince I had received no frefli orders, nor no fuccours, it was my bufineis to

go off along with them. This refolution, which was a fufficient argument to fway me,

afforded matter of joy to the foldiers, who were afraid of being obliged to a more
rigorous courfe of abflinence in that pofl: than they had formerly undergone ; for

the meafures of a critical abflinence do not fit well upon a foldier's flomach ; in fine,

purfuant to our joint refolution, we fet fire to the fort on the 27th, and embarked that

fame day, and keeping clofe to the fouth fliore of the lake that I took notice of in my
laft, arrived here on the loth of September. The Oumamis marched over-land to

their own country, and carried with them the wounded, who were then in a condition

to march.

Upon my arrival in this place, I found here M. de la Durantay, whom M. Denon-
ville has inverted with the commiffion of commander of the coureurs de bois that

trade upon the lakes, and in the fouthern countries of Canada. The governor has

fent me ordel-s to return to the colony if the feafon and other circumrtances permit

;

or to tarry here till the fpring, if I forefee infurmountable difficulties in the paffage. In

the mean tmie he has fent me effects to anfwer the pay of my detachment, and to fub-

fift them in the winter. Thefe orders would be extremely acceptable to me, if I could

but contrive how to return to the colony ; but that feems to be abfolutely impofllble ;

and both the French and the favages agree that it is fo. There are in that paffage fo

many water-falls, cataradts, and places where there is a neceffity of tedious land-car-

riages, that I dare not run fuch hazards with my foldiers, who cannot work the boats

but upon rtagnant' water. Upon that confideration I have thought it more proper to

halt here till the next year ; at which time I defign to take the advantage of the com-
pany of fome Frenchmen and favages, that promife to take into each of their canoes

one of my men. In the mean time, I am upon the point of undertaking another voy-

age, for I cannot mew myfelf up here all this winter. I defign to make the beft ufe

of my time, and to travel through the fouthern countries that I have fo often

heard of, having engaged four or five good huntfmen of the Outaouas to go along with

me.
The party of the Hurons that I mentioned in the beginning of my letter, returned

hither two months ago, and brought with them an Iroquefe Have, whom their leader

prefented to M. de Inchereau, the late colonel of the coureurs de bois, and whom
that colonel ordered to be inmnediately fhot. The crafty leader adted upon that oc-

cafion a very cunning and malicious part, the fatal confequences of which I eafily

forefee : he entrufted nobody with the fecret but myfelf ; for he is my true friend,

and he knows that I am his ; however, I muft go no farther upon thi§ matter, left

my letter fhould be intercepted. Though after all, if the blow were not already given,

or if it were poffible to remedy it, my friendfliip fhould not hinder me from acquaint-

ing M. de Denonville with the intrigue, that he mi^ht get clear of it as well as he

VOL. xm. R & could.
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could. !f it pleafcs God to nllow me a fafe return to France, I fhall tell you the ftorjr

by word of mouth.

I undcrftand by your laft, that the King has preferred his almoner, the abbot of

St. Valicrs, to the biflioprick^of Quebec ; and that this bifliop was confecrated in

St. Sulpice's church. This piece of news would be very welcome to me, if I thought

he would be Icfs rigid than JM. de Laval, his predcceflbr. But what likelihood is there

that the new bilhop will be of a tractable temper ? If it is true that he has refufed other

good bifhopricks, he muft be as fcrupulous as the monk Dracontius, that St. Athana-

fms cenfures for not accepting of a prefentation to a bifiioprick that was offered him ;

in fine, if he is of that fcrupulous temper, his critical ftrictnefs will fcarce go down

in this country ; for the people are already tired out with his predeceffor's excom-

munications.
I am, Sir, yours, Sic.

LETTER XVI.

Dated at MifTilimakinac, May 28. 1689.

Containing an Account of the Author's Departure from and Return to MiJfiUmakiyiac.

A Defcription of the Bay of Puants, and its Villages. An ample Dcfcription of the

Beavers ; followed by the Journal of a remarkable Voyage upon the Long River, and a

Map of the adjacent Country.

Sir,

THANK God, I am now returned from my voyage upon the Long River, which

falls into the river of Miflifipi. I would willingly have traced it up to its fource if

feveral obftacles had not flood in my way. I fet out from hence the 24th of

September accompanied with my own detachment, and the five huntfmen I mentioned

in mv laft ; who indeed did mc a great deal of fervice. All the foldiers were provided

with new canoes loaded with provifions and ammunition, and fuch commodities as are

proper for the favages. The wind, which flood then in the north, wafted me in three

days to the bay of Pouteouatamis, that lay forty leagues off. The mouth of that bay

is in a manner choaked with iflcs, and the bay'itfelf is ten leagues broad, and twenty-

five leagues long.

The 29th we came to a little deep fort of a rivci% which difembogucs at a place

where the water of the lake fwells three foot high in twelve hours, and decreafes as

much in the fame compafs of time. Our tarrying there three or four days gave me an

opportunity of making this remark : the villages of the Sakis, the Pouteouatamis, and

fome Malominis, are feated on the fide of that river, and the Jefuits have a houfe or

college built upon it. This is a place of great trade for flcins and Indian corn, which

thefe favages fell to the coureurs de bois, as they come and go, it being the ncareft

and molt convenient paifage to the river of Millifipi. The foil of this country is io

fertile that it produces (in a manner without agriculture) our European corn, peafe,

beans, and feveral other fruits that are not known in France. As loon as 1 landed,

the warriors of thefe three naiions came by turns to my apartment, to regale me with

the calumet dance, and with the captain's dance ; the former being a fignification of

peace and friendfliip, and the latter of rcfpect and elleem. I returned the compliment

with a prefcnt of feme rolls of Brafil tobacco, which they value mightily, and fome

firings of Venice beads, with which they embroider their coats. Next morning 1 was
invited
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invited to a fcafl: with one of the three nations ; and after having fent to them fome

diflies and plates, purfuant to the cuftom of the country, I went accordingly about

noon. They began with congratulating my arrival, and after I had returned them
thanks, fell a finging and dancing one after another, in a particular manner, of

which you may expect a circumilantial account when I have more leifure. The
finging and dancing lafted for two hours, being fcafoned with acclamations of joy and

jefls, which made up part of their ridiculous mufic. After that the flaves came to ferve,

and all the company fat down .ifter the Ealfern fiifhion, every one being provided with

his mefs, jufl as our monks are in the monaftery halls.

Firft of all, four platters were fet down before me, in the firfl: of which there were
two white fifli only boiled in water ; in the fecond, the tongue and breaft of a roebuck

boiled ; in the third, two wood-hens, the hind feet or trotters of a bear, and the

tail of a beaver, all roafted ; and the fourth contained a large quantity of broth made
of feveral forts of meat. For drink they gave me a very pleafant liquorj which was
nothing but a fyrup of maple beat up with water ; but of this more elfewhere. The
feaft laltcd two hours ; after which I intreated one of the grandees to fmg for me ; for

in all the ceremonies made ufe of among the lavages, it is cuftomary to employ another

to atl: for them. I made this grandee a prefent of fome pieces of tobacco, in order to

oblige him to aft my part till night. Next day, and the day after, I was obliged to go
to the feafts of the other two nations, who obferved the fame formalities. The mofl
curious thing I h\x in the villages was ten or twelve tame beavers, that went and.

came like dogs from the rivers to the cottages, without ftraggling out of the road,

I alked the favages if thefe animals could live out of tht water ; and received this anfwer,

that they could live afhore as well as dogs, and that they had kept fome of them above

a year, without fuffering them to go near the rivers : from whence I conclude, that

the cafuifts are out in not ranging ducks, geefe, and teals in the number of amphi-
bious animals, as the naturalilts are wont to do. I had heard the fame ftory from
feveral Americans before ; but being apprehenfive that there were different fpecies of

beavers, I had a mind to be better informed : and indeed there is a particular kind of
them, which the favages call the terreft rial, or land-beaver ; but at the fame time they

tell you, thefe are of a different fpecies from the amphibious fort ; for they make holes

or dens in the earth, like rabbits or foxes, and never go near the water, unlefs it be to

drink. They are likewife called by the favages, the lazy or idle kind, as being

expelled by the other beavers from the kennels in which thefe animals are lodged, to

the number of eighty. Thefe kennels I mean to defcribe afterwards ; in the mean time

I only take occafion to acquaint you, that the idle fort being unwilling to work, are

expelled by the others, juil as wafps are by bees ; and are fo teafed by them, that

they are forced to quit the kennels, which the better and more induftrious race huddles

up to themfelves in the fens. This fupine beaver refembles the other fort in its

figure, excepting that the hafr is rubbed off the back and the belly, which is

occafioned by their rubbing againft the earth when they return to, or ftir out from
their holes.

The writers of natural hiftory are very much out, in fancying that the beavers cut

off their own tefticles, when purfued by the huntfmen ; for that which the phyficians

call caftoreum, is not lodged in the tefticies, but in a certain bag that nature feems
to have formed on purpofe for thefe animals, and this bag they make ufe of to clear

their teeth, after the biting of fome gummy ffirub. But fuppofing the tefticles to be
the proper receptacle of the caftor, we muft ftill conceive that it is impoiUble for a

beaver to pull out his tefticles, without rending the nerves of the groin, in which they

R R 2 are
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are feated jufl: by the fliarebone. It is manifefl; that Elian and fevcral other naturalirts,

were fcarce acquainted with beaver-hunting; for had they known any thing of the

matter, they would never have talked of the purfuing of thefe animals, which never

go from the fide of the pond where the kennels are built ; and which dive under water

upon the lead noife, and return to their dens when the danger is over. If thefe

creatures were but fenfible of the reafon for which war is declared againfl them, they

would flea themfelves alive ; for it is the {kin only that the huntfmen want, the value

of the caflior being nothing in comparifon with that. A great beaver is twenty-fix

inches long, from the hind head to the root of the tail. It is about three foot and eight

inches round, its head is feven inches long and fix broad ; its tail is fourteen inches long,

and fix broad, and about the middle it has the thicknefs of an inch and two lines. The
figure of the tail is oval ; the fcale with which it is covered, and which performs the

office of what the phyficians call the epidermis, or fcarf-fkin, is an irregular hexagon.

The beaver carries upon its tail the clay, the earth and other materials of which they

make their banks and kennels, or huts, by a wonderful inftinft. Its ears are fliort,

round and hollow ; its legs are five inches long, its feet fix inches and eight lines, and

its paws are three inches and a half from the heel to the end of the great toe. Its

paws are formed much like a man's hand, and they make ufe of them in feeding as

apes do. The five toes are joined like thofe of a duck, with a membrane of a flate

colour. It eyes are of the leffer fize, in proportion to the bulk of its body, and bear

the figure of a rat's eyes. Before its muzzle there are four fore-teeth or cutters, viz.

two in each jaw, as in a rabbit, befides which it has fixteen grinders, that is, eight

in the upper, and as many in the lower mandible. The cutters are above an inch

lonfT, and a quarter of an inch broad, being very firong and fliarp like a cutlas ; for

a beaver aflilted by its aiTociates, (if I may fo call its fellow-beavers) cuts down trees

as big as a hogfhead ; which I could never have believed, if I had not obferved

with my own eyes, about twenty trunlis of trees cut down in that fafliion. A beaver

has two lays of hair ; one is long, and of a fliining black colour, with a grain as big

as that of man's hair ; the other is fine and fmooth, and in winter fifteen lines long :

in a word, the lafl: is th6 fined down in the world. The fkin of fuch a beaver as I

have now defcribed, will be two pound weight, but the price varies according to the

goodnefs. In winter and autumn the flefli of a beaver eats very well, if it be roafted.

Thus, Sir, I have prefented you with an exad defcription of thefe reputed amphi-

bious animals which make fuch flruclures, that all the art of man can fcarce equal.

Upon another occafion perhaps I may give you a circumdantial accouiu of their

wonderful flrufture, which 1 decline at prefent, becaufe the digreffion would be too

tedious.

To return to my voyage. After our arrival in the bay of Ponteouatamis, we bid

adieu to the navigation upon the lakes of Canada ; and fetting out September 30, ar-

rived October 2, at the foot of the fall of Kakalin, after ftemming fome little currents in

the river of Puants. The next day we accomplilhed the finall land-carriage, and on
the 5th arrived before the village of Kikapous, in the neighbourhood of which I en-

camped the next day, in order to receive intelligence. That village fbnds upon the

brink of a little lake, in which the favages fifh great quantities of pikes and gudgeons.

.

1 found only thirty or forty men fit for war in the place, for the rell were gone a

beavcr-huming fome days before. The 7th I reimbarked, and rowing hard, made in the

evening the little lake of Malominis, where we killed bucks and buflards enough for

fupper. We went afhorc that night, and built huts for ourfclvcs upon a point of land

ihiit ftioots. out ; by break of day 1 went in a canoe to the village, and after an hour's

conference
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conference with fome of the favages, prcfented them with two rolls of tobacco, and
they, by way of acknowledgement, made me a prefcnt of two or three facks of oat-

meal : for the fides of the lake are covered with a fort of oats, which grow in tufts,

with a tall ftalk, and of which the favages reap plentiful crops. The 9th I arrived at

the foot of Outagamis fort, where I found but few people; however, they gave me a

very kind reception, for after dancing the calumet before the door of my hut, they

made me a prefent of venifon and fifli. Next day they conveyed me up the river, to

the place where their folks were hunting the beavers. The i ith we embarked, and
landed the 13th upon the Ihore of a little lake, where the head of that nation refided.

After \ye had reared up our huts, that general gave me a vifit, and enquired which way
I intended to move. I made anfwer, that I was fo far from defigning to march toward
the Nadoueffious, his enemies, that I fhould not come near them by one hundred
leagues ; and to confirm the innocence of my intentions, I prayed him to fend fix

warriors to accompany me to the Long River, which I defigned to trace up to its fource.

He replied, that he was extremely glad to find that I carried neither arms nor cloaths

fo the Nadoueffious ; that he faw I had not the equipage of a coureur de bois, but that

on the contrary, 1 had fome difcovery in my view. At the fame time he cautioned me
not to venture too far up that noble river, by reafon of the multitudes of people that

I would find there, though they have no flomach for war : he meant, that fome nume-
rous party might furprize me in the night-time. In the mean time, inftead of the fix

warriors that I defired, he gave me ten, who underftood the lingua, and knew the

country of the Eokoros, with whom his nation had maintained a peace of twenty years

(landing. I ftaid two days with this general, during which time he regaled me nobly,

and walked about with me to give me the fatisfadion of obferving the difpofure of the

cottages of the beaver-hunters ; a defcription of which you may expecl: in another
place ; I prefented him with a fufee, twelve flint ftones, two pounds of powder, four

pounds of ball, and a little axe, and I gave each of his two fons a great coat, and a roll

of Brafil tobacco. Two of the ten warriors that he gave me, could fpeak the language

of the Outaouas, which I was well pleafed with ; not that I was a ftranger to their own
language, for between that and the Algonkin there is a great difference, but in regard
that there were feveral words that puzzled me. My four Outaouas were tranfported

with this little reinforcement, and were then fo encouraged, that they told me above
four times, that we might venture fafely fo far as the plantation of the fun. I em-
barked with this fmall guard the i6th about noon, and arrived that night at the land-

carriage of Ouifconfinc, which we finiflied in two days, that is, we left the river of
Puants, and tranfported our canoes and baggage to the river Ouifconfinc, which is not
above three quarters of a league diftant, or thereabouts. I fhall fay nothing of the

river we left, but that it was muddy, full of fhelves, and Inclofed with. a fteep coafl,

marfhes, and frightful rocks.

The 19th we embarked upon the river Ouifconfinc, and being favoured by a flack

current, arrived in four days at the place where it empties itfelf into the river Miffi-

lipi ; which is about half a league broad in that part. The force of the current, and
the breadth of that river is much the fame as that of the Loire. It lies north-eaft and
fouth-weft, and its fides adorned with meadows, lofty trees and firs. I obferved but
two iflands upon it, though there may be more, which the darknefs of the night hid
from us as we came down. The 23d we landed upon an ifland in the river iVIiffifipi,

over againft the river I fpoke of but now, and were in hopes to find fome wild-goats

there, but had the ill-fortune to find none. The day after we croffed to the other fide

of the river, founding it every where, as we had done the day before, and found nine

8 feet

.
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feet water in the fliallowcll place. The 2d of November we made the mouth of the

Long River, having firfl ftemmed feveral rapid currents of that river, though it was

then at the lowefl: ebb. In this little pafTage we killed feveral wild beeves, which we
broiled, and catched feveral large dabs. Oa the 3d we entered the mouth of the Long
River, which looks like a lake full of bull-rufhes ; we found in the middle of it a

narrow channel, upon which we fleered till night, and then lay by to fleep in our canoes.

In the morning I enquired of my ten Outagamis, if we had far to fail before we were

clear of the rulhes, and received this anfwer, that they had never been in the mouth of

that river before, though at the fime time they aifured me, that about twenty leagues

higher the banks of it were clad with wood and meadows. But after all, we did not

fail fo far, for about ten o'clock next morning the river became pretty narrow; and the

fhore was covered with lofty trees ; and afier continuing our courfe the reft of that

day, we had a profpect of meadows nov/ and then. That fame night we landed at a

point of land, with a defign to drefs our broiled meat, for at that time we had none

frefli. The next day we flopped at the firll iiland we faw, in which we found neither

man nor beaft ; and the evening drawing near, I was unwilling to venture far into it,

fo we even contented ourfelves with the catching of fome forry fifli. The 6th a gentle

"ale fprung up, which wafted us to another ifland about twelve leagues higher, where

we landed. Our paflage to this place was very quick, notwithllanding the great calm

that always prevails upon the river, which I take to be the lead rapid river in the world.

But the quicknefs of the paffage was not the only furprifal, for I was amazed that I faw

no harts, nor bucks, nor turkics, having met with them all along in the other parts uf

my difcovei^. The 7th the fame wind drove us to a third ifland, that lay ten or twelve

leagues oif the former, which we quitted in the morning. In this third ifland our

lavages killed thirty or forty pheafants, which 1 was not ill pleafed with.

The 8th the wind proving unferviceable to us, by reafon that it was intercepted by

hills covered with firs, we plied our oars : and about two in the afternoon, defcried on
the left hand large meadows, and fome huts at the diftance of a quarter of a league

from the river. Upon this difcovery, our favages and ten of the foldiers jumped upon

the fhore, and direded their courfe to the houfes, where they found fifty or fixty huntf-

men prepared to receive them, with their bows and arrows. As foon as the huntfinen

heard the voice of the Outagamis, they threw down their arms, and prefented the com-
pany with fome deer that they had juil killed, which they likewife helped to carry to my
canoes. The benefactors were fome of the Eokoros, who had left their villages, and
come thither to hunt. I prefented them, more out of policy, than acknowledgment,

with tobacco, knives and needles, which they could not but admire. Upon this, they

repaired with expedition to their villages, and gave their alTociates to underfland, what

a good fort of people they had met with ; which had fo much influence, that the next

day towards the evening, there appeared upon the river fide above two thoufand favages,

who fell a dancing as foon as they defcried us ; thereupon, our Outagamis went

aOiore, and after a Ihort conference, fome of the principal favages embarkecl on board

of our canoes, and fo we all fleered to the chief village, which we did not reach till

midnight. I ordered our huts to be made up on a point of land near a little river, at the

diflauce ofa quarter of a league from the village. Though the favages preffed me ex-

tremely to lodge in one of their villages, yet none went with them but the Outagamis,

and the four Outaouas, who at the fame time cautioned the favages not to approach to

our camp in the night time. Next day I allowed my foldiers to refrf (li and refl them-

felves -, and went myfelf to vifit the grandees of this nation, to whoui I gave prefents of
tnives, fcilfars, needles and tobacco. They gave me to underfland, that they were

infinitely
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infinitely well plcafcd with our arrival in their country, for that they had heard the

favages of other nations fpeak very honourably of the French. I took leave of them on

the 1 2th, and fet out with a convoy of five or fix hundred favages, who marched upon

the fliore, keeping pace with our canoes. We paiTed by another village that lav to the

right hand, and /topped at a third village that was five leagues diftant from the firfi,

but did not difembark •, for all that I defigned, was to make a prcfent to the leading

men of the village, from whom I received more Indian corn, and broiled or dried meat,

than 1 occafion for,' In fine, I paifed from village to village without flopping, unlcfs it

were to incamp all night, or to prefent the favages with fome trinkets ; and fo fleered

on to the lafl: village, with a defisrn to jjet fotne intelligence. As foon as we arrived at

the end of this village, the great governor, who indeed was a venerable old gentleman,

fent out hunters to bring us good cheer. He informed me, that fixty leagues higher I

fliould meet with the nation of the EfTanapes, who waged war with him; that if it had

not been for their being at war, he would have given me a convoy to their country ;

that, however, he meant to give up to me fix flaves of that countrv, which I might carry

home, and make ufeof as I faw occafion; and that in failing up the river, I had nothing

to fear, but the being furprized in the night-time. In fine, after he had inftrufted me
in feveral very ufeful circumftances, I immediately made every thing ready for my
departure. The commanders of this people acquainted me that they had twelve villages

peopled by twenty thoul'and warriors ; that their number was much greater before the

war, which they waged at one time with the NadonefTis, the Panimoha, and the EfTa-

napes. The people are very civil, and fo far from a wild favage temper, that they have

an air of humanity and fweetnefs. Their huts are long, and round at the top, not

unlike thofe of our fayages, but they are made of reeds and bulrufhes, interlaced and
cemented with a fort of fat earth. Both the men and women go naked all over ex-

cepting their privities. The women are not fo handfome as thofe who live upon the

lakes of Canada. There feems to be fomething of government and fubordination among
this people ; and they have their houfes fortified with the branches of trees, and
fafcines ftrengthened with fat earth.

The 2 1 ft we embarked at the break of day, and landed that night in an ifland

covered aith flones and gravels, having pafTed by another at which I would not put in,

becaufe I would not flight the opportunity of the wind, which then flood very fair.

Next day the wind ftaading equally fair, we fet out and continued our courfe all that

day, and the following night ; for the fix EfTanapes informed us, that the river was
clean, and free from rocks and beds of fand. The 23d we landed early in the morn-
ing on the right fide of the river, in order to careen one of our boats that fprung a

leak. While that was doing, we drefl fome venifon that had been prefented me by the

commander of the lafl village of the Eokoros; and the adjacent country being re-

plenifhed vvith woods, the favages of our company went a fhooting in the forefls; but

they faw nothing but fmall fowls, that they did not thinkfitto fhooi at. As foon as we
re-embarked, the v/ind fell all of a fudden, and fo we were forced to ply the oars ; but

moil of the crew having flept but little the night before, they rowed but very faintly,

which obliged me to put in at a great ifland two leagues higher ; the fix EfTanapes

flaves having informed me, that this ifland aflbrded great plenty of hares, which I found

to be true. Thefe animals had a lucky inftind: in taking fhelter in this ifland, for there

the woods arefo thick, that we were forced to fet fire to feveral places, before we could

diflodge them.

Having niade an end of our game, my foldiers fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo

found afleep that 1 could fcarce get them waked upon a falfe alarm, occafioned by a

herd
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herd of wolves that made a noife among the thickets upon the continent. We re-

embarked next day at ten o'clock in the morning, and did not run above twelve
'leagues in two days, by rcafon that the favagesofour company would needs walk along
the river fide with their guns, to fhoot geeie and ducks ; in which they had very good
fuccefs. After that we encamped juft by the mouth of a little river on the right hand,
and the Eflanapes flaves gave me notice, that the firft of their villages was not above
fixteen or eighteen leagues off. Upon this information, I fent, by the advice of the

favages of our company, two of the flaves to give notice of our arrival. The 26th we
rowed brifkly, in hopes to reach the firft village that day ; but being retarded by the

huge quantities of floating wood that we met in feveral places, we were forced to con-
tinue all night in our canoes. The 27th about ten or eleven o'clock we approached to

the village, and after putting up the great calumet of peace upon the prow of our canoes,

lay upon our oars.

Upon our firft appearance, three or four hundred Effanapes came running to the

fliore, and, after dancing juft over againft us, invited us afliore. As foon as v.e came
near the fliore, they began to jump into our canoes ; but I gave them to know by the

four Effanapes flaves, that I defired they ftiould retire, which they did immediaiciy.

Then I landed, being accompanied with the favages of our company, namely, the

Outagamis and the Outaouas, and with twenty foldiers. At the fame time I gave
orders to my ferjeants to land and poft centries. As we ftood upon the fhore, all the

Eflanapes proftrated themfelves three or four times before us, with their hands upon
their foreheads ; after which we were conveyed to the village with fuch acclamations of

joy as perfeQly ftunned us. Upon our arrival at the gate, our condudors ftopped us,

till the governor, a man of fifty years of age, marched out with five or fix hundred
men armed with bows and arrows. The Outagamis of my conipany perceiving this,

charged them with infolence in receiving ftrangers with their arms about them, and
called out in the Eokoros language, that they ought to lay down their arms. But the

Effanapes flaves that 1 had fent in the day before, came up to me, and gave me to under-
ftand, that it was their cuftora to ftand to their arms oti fuch occafions, and that there

was no danger in the cafe. However, the obftinate Outagamis obliged us to retire im-
mediately to our canoes : upon which the leading officer, and the whole battalion, flung

their bows and arrows afide all on a fudden. Then I returned, and our whole company
entered the village with their fufees in their hands, which the favages admired mightily.

The leader of the favages conduced us to a great hut, which looked as if nobody had
lived in it before. "When I and my twenty foldiers had entered the place, they ftopped

the Outagamis, affirming, that they did not deferve the privilege of entering within the

cottage of peace, fince they had endeavoured to create a difi'erence, and occafion a war
between us and the Effanapes. In the mean time I ordered my men to open the door,

and to call out to the Outagamis, that they fliould offer no manner of injury : but the

Outagamis inftead of commg in, preiled me to return with all expedition to the canoes,

which accordingly I did without lofs of time, and carried with me the four Effanapes

flaves, in order to leave than at the firft village we came to. We had no fooncr

embarked, than the two other flaves came to acquaint me that the governor would ftop

me in his river; but the Outagamis made anfwer, that he could not do that without

throwing a mountain into it ; in fine, we did not ftand to difpute the matter ; and
though it was then late, we rowed ftraight to the next village, which lay about three

leagues off. During the time of this paffage, I ufed the precaution of taking from my
fix flaves an exaft information of theconftitution of their country, and particularly of

the principal village. They having affured me, that the capital canton was feated upon
a fort
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fort of a lake, 1 took up a rcfolution of not flopping at the other villages, where I

fliould only lofe time, and lavifli my tobacco, and fleering direflly to the metropolitan,

in order to complain to their gencralifTnuo.

We arrived at the capital canton on the 3d of November, and there met with a
very honourable reception. The Outagamis of our company complained of the af-

front they had received ; but the head general being already informed of the matter,

made anfwer, that they ought to havj carried off the governor or leading ofEcer,

and brought him along with ihem. In pafling from the firfl village to this, ,we run
fifty leagues, and were followed by a proccfTion of people, that were much more
fociable than the governor that offered us that affront. After our men had fitted up
our huts at the diflance of a cannon-fhot from the village ; we went in a joint body
with the Outagamis and the Outaouas, to the cacique of that nation ; and in the mean
time the Effanapes flaves were brought before him by ten of my foldiers. I was
actually in the prefence of this petty King, when thefe flaves fpent half an hour in

proflrating themfelves fcveral tinges before him. I made him a prefent of tobacco,

knives, needles, fciffars, two firelocks with flints, fome hooks, and a very pretty

cutlas. He was better fatisfied with thefe trifling things, which he had never feen

before, than I could have been with a plentiful fortune. He teflified his acknowledg-

ment of the gift, by a counter-prefent that was more fclid, though not much more
valuable, as confifling of peafe, beans, harts, roe-bucks, geefe and ducks, of which

he fent great plenty to our camp ; and indeed, we were extremely well fatisfied with

fuch a feafonable prefent. He gave me to know, that, fince I defigned to vifit the

Gnacfitares, he would give me a convoy of two or three hundred men : that the

Gnacfitares were a very honefl fort of people ; and that both they and his people were
linked by a common intcreft in guarding of the Mozeemlek, which were a turbulent

and warlike nation. He added, that the nation laft mentioned were ver)' numerous ;

that they never took the field without twenty thoufand men at leaft : that to reprefs

the incurfions and infults of that dangerous enemy, the Gnacfitares and his nation had
maintained a confederacy for fix-and-twenty years ; and that his allies (the Gnacfitares)

were forced to take up their habitation in iflands, where the enemy cannot reach them.

I was glad to accept of his convoy, and returned him many thanks. I afl<:ed four

pirogues of him, which he granted very frankly, allowing me to pick and chufe that

number out of fifty. Havisig thus concerted my meafures, I was refolved to lofe no
time ; and with that view ordered my carpenters to plane the pirogues ; by which
they were thinner and lighter by one half. The poor innocent people of this country

could not conceive how we worked with an axe ; every ftroke we gave they cried out,

as if they had feen fome new prodigy ; nay, the firing of piflols could not divert them
from that amazement, though they were equally flrangers both to the piilol and the

axe. jAs foon as my pirogues were got ready, I left my canoes with the governor or

prince, and begged of him that they might remain untouched by any body ; in which
point he was very faithful to me.

I cannot but acquaint you in this place, that the higher I went up the river, I met
with more difcretion from the lavages. But in the mean time 1 muft not take leave of

the laft village, without giving fome account of it. It is bigs^cr than all the rcfl, and

is the refidence of the great commimder or generaliffmio, whofe apartment is built by
itfelf towards the fide of the lake, and furrounded with fifty other apartments, in

which all his relations are lodged. When he walks, his way is flrewed with the leives

of trees ; but commonly he is carried by fix flaves. His royal robes are of the fame

magnificence with thofe of the commander of the Okoros : for he is naked all over,

excepting

VOL. xtii. . s s
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excepting his lower parts, which are covered with a large Tcarf made of liie bark of

trees. The large extent of this village might juilly entitle it to the name of a city.

The houfes are built almofl like ovens, but they are large and high ; and mod of
them are of reeds cemented with fat earth. The day before I left this place, as I was
walking about, I faw thirty or forty women running at full fpeed ; and being furprizod

with the fpedacle, fpoke to the Outaganiis to order my four flaves to fee what the

matter was ; for thefe flaves were my only interpreters in this unknown country.

Accordingly they brought me word, that it was feme new married women, who were
running to receive the foul of an old fellow that lay dying. From thence I concluded,

that the people were Pythagoreans : and upon that apprehenfion, afked them how they

came to eat animals, into which their fouls might be transfufed ; but they made anfwer,

that the tranfmigration of fouls is always confined to the refpeftive fpecies, fo that the

foul of a man cannot enter into a fowl, as that of a fowl cannot be lodged in a qua-

druped, and fo on. The Okoros, of both fexes, are fully as handfome and as clever,

as this people.

December the 4th, I took leave of this village, having ten foldiers on board of
my pirogue, befides the ten Ouniamis, the four Outaouas, and the four Effanapcs

flaves, that I have mentioned fo often. Here ended the credit and authority of the

calumet of peace, for the Gnacfitares are not acquainted with that fymbol of concord.

The firfl day we had enough to do to run fix or feven leagues, by reafon of the bul-

ruflies with which the lake is encumbered. The two following days we failed twenty-

leagues. The 4th day a well-north-weft wind fuiprized us with fuch a boifterous

violence, that we were forced to put afliore, and lay two days upon a fandy ground,
where we were in danger of ftarving for hunger and cold ; for the country was fo

barren, that we could not find a chip of wood wherewith to warm ourfclves, or to

drefs our vidluals ; and as far as our eye could reach, there was nothing to be feeii

but fens covered with reeds and clay, and naked fields. Having endured this hard-

fliip we fet out again, and rowed to a little ifland, upon which we encamped, but found
nothing there but green fields ; however, to make fome amends, we fiflied up great

numbers of little trouts, upon which we fed very heartily. At laft, after failing

fix days more, we arrived at the point, or lands-end, of that ifland which you fee

marked in my map with a flower-de-luce. It was then the 19th day of December,
and we had not yet felt all the rigorous hardfhips of the cold. As foon as I had landed

and fitted up my tents or huts, I detached my Effanapes flaves to the firft of the three

villages that lay before us ; for I had avoided flopping at fome villages in an illand upon
which we coafted in the night-time. The flaves returned in a great alarm, occafioned

by the unfavourable anfwer they received from the Gnacfitares, who took us for Spa-

niards, and were angry with them for condiiding us to their country. I fhall not be
minute in every particular that happened, for fear of tiring your patience. Itisfuf-

ficient to acquaint you, that upon the report of my flaves, I immediately embarked, and
pofled niyfelf in another ifland that lay in the middle between the great ifland and the

continent ; but I did not fufFer the Effanapes to be in my camp. In the mean time the

Gnacfitares fent expeditious couriers to the people that live eighty leagues to the fouth-

ward of them, to defire they would fend fome of their number to examine us ; for that

people were fuppofcd lobe well acquainted with the Spaniards of New Mexico. I'hc

length of the journey did not difcouragethem, for they cainc as cheerfully as if it had
been upon a national concern ; and after taking a view of ourdothes, ourfwords, our
fuzecs, our air, complexion^ and manner of fpeech, were forced to own that we were
not true Spaniards. Thefe confiderations, joined to the account I gave them of the

Ireafons upon which I undertook the voyage, of the war we were engaged in againfl

Spain,
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Spain, and of the country to the eaflward that we poiTeflfed ; thefo, I fay, had fo much
influence, as to undeceive them. Then they invited me to encamp in their ifland, and
brought me a fort of grain not unlike our lentils, that grows plentifully in that country.

I thanked them for their invitation, and told them, tiiat I would not be obliged to dif-

trulf them, nor give them any occafion to diltrull me. flowever, I croircd with my
favages and ten foldiers well armed ; and after breaking the ice in certain places (for

it had frozen hard for ten or twelve days,) I landed within two leagues of one of their

villages, to which I walked up by land. It is needlefs to mention the particulars of

the ceremony with which I was received, it being the fame with what I defcribed upon
other occafions ; I (hall only take occafion to acquaint you, that my prefents made a

wonderful impreffion upon the minds of thefe people, whom I fliall call a rafcally rabble,

though at the fame time they are the politelt nation I have yet feen in this country.

Their governor bears the figure of a king more than any of the other commanders of
the favages. He has an abfolute dominion over all the villages which are defcribed in

my map. In this and the other iflands I faw large parks, or inclofures, flocked with

wild beeves for the ufe of the people. I had an interview for two hours together with

the governor, or the cacique ; and almofl: our whole conference related to the Spaniards

of New iVIexico, who, as he allured me, were not diltant from his country above
eighty tazous, each of which is three leagues. I mull own indeed, I was as curious

upon this head as he was ; and I wanted an account of the Spaniards from him, as

much as he did from me ; in fine, we reciprocally informed one another of a great

many particulars relating to that head- He requefled me to accept of a great houfe that

was prepared for me ; and his firft piece of civility confided in calling in a great many
girls, and prefling me and my retinue to ferve ourfelves. Had this temptation been
thrown in our way at a more feafonable time it had proved irrefifiible ; but it was not:

an agreeable mefs for paffcngers that were enfeebled by labour and want. Shif Cerere

et Baccho friget Venus. After he made us fuch a civil proffer, the favages, upon my
inflance, repreiented to him, that my detachment expected me at a certain hour, and
that if 1 flaid longer, they would be in pain for me. This adventure happened on the

7th of January.

Two days after, thecacick came to fee me, and brought with him four hundred of
his own fubjecls, and four Mozeemlek favages, whom I took for Spaniards. My
miflake was occafioned by the great difference between thefe two American nations ;

for, the Mozeemlek favages were clothed, they had a thick bufliy beard, and their

hair hung down under their ears ; their complexion was fwarthy, their addrefs was
civil and fubmiffive, their mien grave, and their carriage engaging. Upon thefe con-
fideradons 1 could not imagine that they were favages, though after all I found myfelf

miflaken. Thefe four flaves gave me a defcripdon of their country, which the Gnacfi-

tares reprefented by way of a map upon a deer's fkin ; as you fee it drawn in this map.
Their villages (land upon a river that fprings out of a ridge of mountains, from which
the long river likewife derives itsfource, there being a great many brooks there which
by a joint confluence form the river. When the Gnacfitares have a mind to hunt wild

beeves, they fet out in pirogues, which they make ufe of till they comejo the crofs

marked thus
( + ) in the map, at the confluence of two little rivers. The hunting of

the wild bulls, with wliich all the valleys are covered in fummer, is fometimes the occa-

fion of a cruel wa;- : for the other crofs ( + ) which you fee in the map, is one of the

boundaries or limits of Mozeemlek ; and if either of thefe two nations advances but
a httle beyond their limits, it gives rife to a bloody engagement. The mountains I

fpoke of but now, are fix leagues broad, and fo high that one mufl cafl an infinity of
s s 2 winding*
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windings and turnings before he can crofs them. Bears and wild beads are their only
inhabitants. ^

_
The Mozeemlek nation is numerous and puiiTant. The four flaves of that country

mtormed me ,that at the diftance of one hundred and fifty leagues from the place where
1 then was, then- prmcipal river empties itfelf into a fait lake of three hundred leaguesm circumference, the mouth of which is about two leagues broad : that the lower part
ot that river IS adorned with fix noble cities, furrounded with ftone cemented with
lat earth: that the houfes of thefe cities have no roofs, but are open above like a
platform, as you fee them drawn in the map : that befides the above mentioned cities,
there v/ere above an hundred towns, great and fmall, round that fort of fea, upon
which they navigate with fuch boats as you fee drawn in the map : that the people of
that country made fluffs, copper, axes, and feveral other manufadures, which the
Outagamis and my other interpreters could not give me to underftand, as bein? alto-
gether unacquainted with fuch things : that their government was defpotic, and lod-edm the hands oi one great head, to whom the red paid a trembling fubmiflion : that^ha
people upon that lake call themfelves Tahuglauk, and areas numerous as the leaves of
trees, (fuch is the exprefllon that the favages ufed for an hyperbole :) that th»
Mozeemlek people fuoply the cities or towns of the Tahuglauk with great numbers
ot little calves which they take upon the above-mentioned mountains : and, that the
Tahughuk make ufe of thefe calves for feveral ends ; for, they not only eat their flefli,
but bring them up to labour, and make cloaths, boots, &c. of their Ikins. They
^1 u'u J"^, 'nTr

*'''.' |"'sf°^f""e t° be taken prifoners by the Gnacfitares in the war
which had laded for eighteen years ; but, that they hoped a peace would be fpeedily
concluded upon which the pnloners would be exchanged, purfuant to the ufual
cuftom. They gloried in the poffeffion of a greater meafure of reafon than the
Gnacfitares could pretend to, to whom they allow no more than the figure of a man •

for they look upon them as beads otherwife. To my mind, their notion upon this
head IS not fo very extravagant

; for I obferved fo much honour and politenefs in the
converfation of thefe four flaves, that I thought I had to do witii Europeans : but,
after all, I mud confefs that the Gnacfitares are the mod tradable nation I met withamong ail the favages. One of the four Mozeemlek flaves had a reddilh fort of a copper
nicda hanging upon his neck, [from the figure it appears to be Japanefe.l I had
Jt melted by M. De Ponti's gunfmith,- who underdood fomething of metals ; but it
became thereupon heavier, and deeper coloured, and withal fomewhat tradable I
clefired the flaves to give me a circumdantial account of thefe medals ; and accordin-lv
they gave me to underdand, that they are made by the Tahuglauk, who are ex-cellcnt
artizans, and put a great value upon fuch medals. I could pump nothino- farther outotthem. With relation to the coumry, commerce and cudoms of that remote nation
AI they con d fay was, that the great river of that nation runs all along wedward
and that trie ialt lake into which it falls, is three hundred leagues in circumference and
thirty in breadth, its mouth dretching a great way to the fouthward. I would fainhave fatisfied my ciiriofity in being an eye-witnefs of the manners and cudoms of thelahuglauk; but that being impradicable, I was forced to be indruded at fecondhand by thefe Mozeemlek flaves ; who affured me, upon the faith of a fava-e that
the lahuglauk wear their beards two fingers breaddi long : that their garmeius reachdown to their knees

; that they cover their heads with a (harp pointed cap ; that they
always, wear a long dick or cane in their hands, which is tipped, not unlike what weyle m Lurope

;
that they wear a fort of boots upon their legs which reach up tothe knee

J that their women never fnew themfelves, which perhaps proceeds froin the

7 fame



LAHONTAn's travels in CANADA. 317

fame principle that prevails in Italy and Spain ; and, in fine, that this people arc always

at war with the puiflant nations that are f'eated in the neighbourhood of the lake ; but

withal, that they never difquiet the ftrolling nations that hll in their way, by reafon

of their weaknefs : an admirable lefTon for fome princes in the world, who are fo much
intent upon the making ufe of the flrongcfl hand.

This was all I could gather upon that fubjeft. IMy curiofity prompted me to defire a

more particular account ; but unluckily I wanted a good interpreter ; and having to

do with f&veral perfons that did not well undcrfland themfelves, I could make nothing

of their incoherent fuftian. I prefented the poor miferable flaves with fomething in

proportion to the cuftom of that country, and endeavoured to perfuade them to go with

me to Canada, by making them fuch offers as in their efteem would appear like

mountains of gold ; but the love they had for their country ftifled all perfaafions j

fo true it is, that nature reduced to its juft limits cares but little for riches.

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the wind chopped about to the fouth-wefl

;

upon which I gave notice to the great cacique of the Gnacfitares, that I had a mind

to return to Canada. Upon that occafion I repeated my prefents ; in compenfation

of which, my pirogues were flowed with beef as full as they could hold. This done,

I embarked, and croifed over from the little ifland to the continent, where I fixed a great

long pole, with the arms of France done upon a plate of lead. I fet out the 26th of

January, and arrived fafe on the 5th of February in the country of the Eflanapes. We
had much more pleafure in failing down the river than we had in going up ; for we
had the agreeable diverfion of feeing feveral huntfmen {hooting the water-fowl, that

are plentiful on that river. You muft know, that the flream of the long river is all along

very flack and eafy, abating for about three leagues between the fourteenth and fifteenth

village ; for there indeed its current may be called rapid. The channel is fo flraight,

that it icarce winds at all from the head to the lake. It is true it is not very pleafant ;

for moft of its banks have a difmal profpect, and the water itfelf has an ugly tafle ; but

then its ufefulnefs atones for fuch inconveniencies ; for, it is navigable with the greateft

cafe, and will bear barks of fifty ton, till you come to that place which is marked
vith a fleur-de-lis in the map, and where I put up the pofl: that my foldiers chriflened

La Hontan's Limit. March 2, I arrived in the INlillifipi, which was then much deeper

and more rapid than before, by reafon of the rains and land-floods. To fave the

labour of rowing; we then left our boats to the current, and arrived on the loth in

the ifland of Rencontres, which took its name from the defeat of four hundred Iroquefe

accompliflicd there by three liundred NadouefTis. The floi'y of the encounter is briefly

this : a party of four hundred Iroquefe having a mind to furprife a certain people in

the' neighbourhood of the Otentas (of whom more anon) marched to the countrv of

the Illinefe, where they built canoes, and were furnifhed with provifions. After that

they embarked upon the river Miflifipi, and were dilcovered by another little fleet

that was failing down the other fide of the fame river. The Iroquefe crofTed over

immediately to that ifland, which is fince called Aux Rencontres, The NadouefTis,

i. e. the other little fleet, being fufpicious of fome ill defign, without knowing what

people they were, (for they had no knowledge of the Iroquefe but by hear-fay) ; upon

this fufpicion, I fay. they tugged hard to come up with them. The two armies polled

themfelves upon the point of the ifland, where the two croffes are put down in the map ;

and as foon as the Nadoueflis came in fight, the Iroquefe cried out in the Illinefe

language. Who are ye ? to which the NadouefTis anfwered. Some body : and putting

the like queftion to the Iroquefe, received the fame anfwer. Then the Iroquefe put

this queflion to them. Where are you goii>g ? To hunt beeves, replied the Nadoueflis.

But,
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But, pray, fays the Nadcmeffis, what is your bufinefs ? To hunt men, replied the

Iroquefe. It is well, fays the Nadoueflis, we are men, and fo you need go no flirther.

Upon this challenge the two parties difembarked, and the leader of the Nadoutflis

cut his canoes to pieces ; and after reprefenting to liis warriors that they behoved

either to conquer or die, marched up to the Iroquefe ; who received them at firfl

Onfet with a cloud of arrows : but the Nadoueflis having flood their firfl difcharge,

which killed them eighty men, fell in upon them with their clubs in their hands,

before the others could charge again ; and fo routed them entirely. This engage-

ment lafted for two hours, and was fo hot, that two hundred and fixty Iroquefe fell

upon the fpot, and the refl were all taken prifoners. Some of the Iroquefe indeed

attempted to make their efcape after the action was over -. but the viftorious general

fent ten or twelve of his men to purfue them in one of the canoes that he had taken ;

and accordingly they were all overtaken and drowned. The Nadoueflis having

obtained this victory, cut off the nofes and ears of two of the cleverefl prifoners; and

fupplying them with fufees, powder and ball, gave them the liberty of returning to

their own country, in order to give their countr)'men to underftand that they ought

not to employ women to hunt after men any longer.

The 1 2th v.e arrived at the village of the Otentas, where we took in a plentiful pro-

vifion of Turkey corn, of which thefe people have great flore. They informed us,

that their river was pretty rapid, and took its rife from the neighbouring mountains ;

and that the upper part of it was adorned with feveral villages inhabited'by the people

called Panimaha, Paneaffa, and Panetonka. But confidering that I was faaitened for

time, and that I faw no probability of learning what I wanted to know with reference

to the Spaniards, I took leave of them the next day, which was the 13th, and in four

days time, by the help of the current and our oars, made the river of the Miffouris.

This done, we run up againfl the flream of that river, which was at leaft as rapid as

the Miflifippi was at that time , and arrived on the iSth at the firfl village of the Mif-

fouris, where I only flopped to make the people fome preients that procured me a hun-

dred turkeys, with which that people are wonderfully well flocked. After that, we
rowed hard againfl the flream, and landed next night near the fecond village. As
foon as I arrived, I detached a ferjeant with ten foldiers to convoy the Outagamis to the

village, while the refl of my crew werebufied in fitting up our huts and unloading our

canoes. It happened unluckily that neither the foldiers nor the Outagamis could make
thefavages underfland them ; and the latter were jufl ready to fall upon them, when
an old .fellow cried out, that the flrangers were not without more company, for that

he had difcovered our huts and canoes. Upon this, the foldiers and the Outagamis

retired in a great conflernation, and advifed me to keep a flrong guard all night.

About two o'clock in the morning two men approached to our little camp, and called,

in Illincfe, that they wanted an interview ; upon which the Outagamis, being ex-

tremely well fatisfied that there was fomcbody among them who could underftaml what

they faid, replied in Illincfe, that they fliould be very welcome as foon as the fun ap-

peared in the horizon. Ncvcrthelcfs, the Outagamis refented the former affront fo

much, that they importuned me all night long to fetfire to the village, and put all the

fcoundrcl inhabitants to the fword. I made anfwcr to them, that it was our bufmefs to

be wifer than they, and to bend our thoughts, not upon a fruitlefs revenge, but

upon the difcovery that we were then in quell of. At the break of day the two ad-

venturers of the night came up to us, and after putting interrogatories to us for the

fpace of two hours, invited us to come up to their village. The Outagamis replied,

tliat the head or governor of their nation ought to have faluted us fooucr ; and this

obliged
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obliged ihem to go back to give him notice. After that \vc faW nobody for threo

hours ; but at laft, when our impatience was juft beginning to boil, \vc perceived the

governor, who accofled us in a trembling poflurc. He v/as accompanied with fame of

his own men, who were loaded with broiled or dried meat, facks of 'J'urkey or Indian

com, dried raifins, and fome fpeckled or party-coloured buck-fkins. In confidcration

of this prefent, I made them another of lefs confequence. Then I brought on a con-

ference between the Outagamis of my company and the two night-meflengcrs, in order

to make fome difcovery of the nature of the country ; but they (fill flopped our
mouths with this anfwer, that they knew nothing of the matter, but that the other

nations that lived higher up, were able to inform us. Had I been of the fame mind
with the Outagamis, we had done noble exploits in this place ; but I confidered that

it was my bufmefs to purchafe the knowledge of fcvcral things, which I could not obtain

by burning the village. To be fliort, we re-embarked that fame day, about two o'clock

in the afternoon, and rowed about four leagues up the river, where we made the river

of the Ofages, and encamped by its mouth. That night we had feveral falfe alarms

from the wild beeves, upon which we made fufficient reprifals afterwards ; for the next
day we killed many of them notwithftanding that it rained fo heavily that we could
fcarce (fir out of our huts. Towards the evening, when the rain was over, and while

we were tranfporting two or three oi thefe beeves to our little camp, we efpied an army
of the favages upon a full march towards us. Upon that, my men began to entrench

themfelves, and to unload their pieces with worms, in order to charge them afrefli
;

but one of the pieces happening to go off, the whole body of the enemy difappeared,

fome firaggling one way and fome another ; for thefe people were upon the fa.Tie foot

with the nations that li\ e upon the Long R.iver, forafmuch as neither of them had ever

feen or handled fire-arms. However, this adventure moved the Outagamis fo much,
that to fatisfy them, I was obliged to re-embark that very night, and return the fame
way that I came. Towards midnight we came before a village, and kept a profound
filencetili day-break, at which time we rowed up to their fort ; and upon our entering

there, and difcharging our pieces in the air, the women, children, and fuperannuated

men were put into fuch a confternation, that they run from place to place calling out for

mercy. You mult know, all their warriors were abroad, and it was a body of them
that offered to attack us the day before. The Outagamis perceiving the confternation

of the women aiid children, called out, that they behoved to depart the village, and
that the women fhould have time to take up their children. Upon that the whole crew
turned out, and we fet fire to the village on all fides. This done, we purfued our courfe

down that rapid river, and entered the river Miffifipi on the 25th, early in the

morning ; the 26th, about three o'clock in the afternoon, we defcricd throe or four

hundred favages employed in the hunting of beeves, which fwarmed in all the meads to

the weftward. As foon as the hunters fpied us, they made a fign that we fhould make
towards them. Being ignorant who, or how numerous they were, we made a halt at

firft, but lit laft we put in about a mufket-fliot above them, calling out to them that

they fhould not approach to us in a body. Upon that, four of their number came up to

us wiih a fmiliiig countenance, and gave us to know, in the liiinefe language, that

they were Akanfas. We could not but credit their report, for they had knives and
fcifTars hanging upon their necks, and little axes about them, which the Illinefe

prefent them v ith v. hen they meet ; in fine, being affured that they were of that na-

tion, which M. de la Salle and feveral other P'renchmen were intimately acquainted

witn, we landed at the fame place ; and they entertained us firfl with dancing and

fmging, and then with all forts of meat. The next day they flievved us a crocodile that

8 they.
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they had knocked on the head two days before, by a flratagem that you'll find defcribed

hi another place : after that they gave us the diverfion of a hunting-match ; for it

is cuftomary with them, when they mean to divert rhemfelves, to catch the beeves by
the different methods laid down in this cut. I put fome queftions to them relating to

the Spaniards, but they could not refolve them. All that I learned from them was,

that the Miffouris and the Ofages are numerous and mifchievous nations, equally void

both of courage and honefly ; that their countries were watered with very great x'ivers;

and, in a word, were too good for them.

After we had fpent two days with them, we purfued our voyage to the river

Ouabach, taking care to watch the crocodiles very narrowly, of which they had told

us incredible ftories. The next day we entered the mouth of that river, and founded

it, to try the truth of what the favages reported of its depth. Ineffeft, we found there

three fathom and a half water ; but the favages of our company alledged, that it was

more fwelled than ufually. They all agreed, that it was navigable an hundred leagues

up, and I wilhed heartily, that my time had allowed me to run up to its fource ; but

that being unfeafcniable, 1 failed up againft the dream, till we came to the river of the

lUmefe, which we made on the 9th of April with fome difficulty, for the wind was
againlt us the firfl: two days, and the currents were very rapid.

All I can fay of the river Miffifippi, now that I am to take leave of it, is, that its

narroweft part is half a league over, and the fliallowefl is a fathom and a half deep ;

and that according to the information of the favages, its ftrcam is pretty gentle for

fevcn or eight months of the year. * As for (helves or banks of fand, I met with none

in it. It is full of illes which look like groves, by reafon of the great plenty of trees,

and in the verdant feafon of the year afford a very agreeable profpeft. Its banks are

woods, meadows and hills. I cannot be pofitive, whether it winds much in other

places; but as far as I could fee, its courfe is very different from that of our rivers in

France ; for I muff tell you, by the way, that all the rivers of America run pretty

ftraight.

The river of thelllinefe is intitled to riches, by virtue of the benign climate, and of

the great quantity of deer, roe-bucks, and turkies that feed upon its banks; not to

mention feveral other bealT:s and fowls, a defcripiion of which would require an entire

volume. If you fajv but my journal, you would be fick of the tedious particulars of

our daily adventures both in hunting and fiffiing divers fpecies of animals, and in ren-

counters with the favages. In fliort, the lad thing I fliall mention of this river, is,

that the banks are replenilhed with an infinity of fruit-trees, which we faw in a difmal

condition, as being ftripped of their verdure ; and that among thefe fruit-trees there

are many vines which bear moft beautiful clufters of very large grapes. I ate fome of
thefe grapes dried in the fun, which had a mod delicious tafte. The beavers are as

unfrequent in this, as in the long river, where I faw nothing but otters, of which the

people make furs for the wintei*.

I fet out from the Illinefc river on the loth of April, and by the help of a wcft-fouth-

weft wind, arrived in fix days at the fort of Crevecoeur, where I met with M. de Tonti,

vvho received me with all imaginable civility, and isjuftly refpedtedand honoured by the

Iroquefc. 1 ftaycd three days in this fort, where there were thirty coureurs de bois

that traded with the Ulinefe. The 20th I arrived at the village of the lUinefe ; and to

leffen the drudgery of a great land-carriage of twelve great leagues, engaged four

hundred men to tranfport our baggage, which they did in the fpace of four days, being

encouraged by a bribe of a great roll of Brazil tobacco, an hundred pound weight of

powder, two hundred weight of ball, and fome arms, which I gave to the moft confider-

able
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rable men of their number. The 2.|.lh I arrived at Chckakou, where my Outagamis

took leave of me in orJer to return to their own country, being very well fatibfied with a

prefcnt I made them of fome fufees, and ibme piftols. The 25th I rc-cmbarked, and by

rowing hard in a calm, made the river of the Ournamis on the 28th, there I met four

hundred warriors, upon the very fame place where M. dela Salle had formerly built a

fort. I'hefe warriors were then employed in burning three Iroquefe, who, as they faid,

deferved the punilhmcnt; and invited us to fhare in the pleafure of the fhow : for the

favages take it very ill if one refufes the diverfion of fuch real tragedies. The tragical

fpedacle made me flirink, for the poor wretches were put to inconceivable torture
;

and upon that I refolved to re-embark with all expedition ; alledging for an apology,

that my men had great ftore of brandy with them, and would certainly make them-

felves drunk,- in folemnifmg their victory, upon which they would be apt to commit
diforders, that I could not poffibly prevent. Accordingly I went immediately on board,

and after coafting along the lake, crofled the bay de I'Ours, and landed at Millili-

makinac the 2 2d.

I am informed by the Sieur de S. Pierre de Rapantigni, who travelled from Quebec
hither upon the ice, that M. de Denonville has taken up a refolution of making a peace-

with the Iroquefe, in which he means to comprehend the other nations that are his

allies ; and with that view-had given notice to his allies, that they fliould not infeft the

Iroquefe. He acquaints me further, that M. de Denonville has fent orders to the

governor of this place, to perfuade the Rat, (one of the commanders of the Hurons,) to

go down to the colony, with a defign to have him hanged ; and that the favage general

being aware of the defign, has made a public declaration, that he will go thither on
purpofe to defy him. Accordingly, he defigns to fet out to-morrovi' with a great body

of Outaouas, and fome coureui's de bois, under the command of M. Dulhut. As for

the foldiers of my detachment, I have difperfed them in feveral canoes among the

favages and the coureurs de bois; but having fome bufmefs to adjuft in this place, I

am obliged to tarry myfelf feven or eight da)'s longer.

This. Sir, is the true account of my little voyage. I have related nothing but the

eflcntial circumftances ; choofing to overlook the reft, which are fo trifling as to be

unworthy c;f your curiofity. As for the Illinefe lake, it is three hundred leagues in

circumference, as you may fee by the fcale of leagues upon the map. It is feated in

an admirable climate ; its banks are cloathed with tine and tall trees, and have but few

meads. The river of the Oumamis is not worth your regard. The bay de I'Ours qui

dort, is of an indifferent large extent, and receives the river upon which the Outaouas

are wont to hunt beavers every third year ; in fliort, it has neither flielves, rocks, nor

bank offand. The land which bounds it on the fouth fide, is replenifhed vath roe-

bucks, deer, and turkeys. Farwell, good Sir, and affure yourfelf, that it will always

be a fenfible pleafure to me, to amufe you with an account of the greateft curiofities I

meet with.

But now. Sir, I hope you will not take it ill, that the relation I here give you, is only

nn abridgment of my voyage ; for, in earned:, to be minute upon every particular

curiofity, would require more time and leifure than I can fpare. I have here fent you a

view of the fubftantial part, and (hall afterwards hope for an opportunity of recounting

to you by word of mouth, an infinity of adventures, rencounters, and obfervations,

which may call up the refledling faculty of thinking men. My own thought is too

fuperficial to philolophize upon the origin, the belief, the manners and cuftoms of fo

many favages, or to make any advances w ith reference to the extent of this continent

to the weflvvard. 1 have contented myfelf with offering fome thoughts upon the caufes

VOL. xin. T T of
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of the bad fuccefs of the difcoveries, that feveral experienced men have

attempted in America, both by fea and land : and I flatter niyfelf, that my
thoughts upon that head are juft. The frcfli inftances of M. de la Salle, and feveral

other unlucky difcoverers, may affbrd a fufiicient and feafonable caution to thoie, who
for the future fliali undertake to difcovcr all the unknown countries of this new world.

It is not every one that is qualified for fuch an enterprize, non licet omnibits adire

Corinthiim. It were an eafy matter to trace the utmoft limits of the country that lies to

the weft of Canada, provided it be gone about in a proper method. In the firft place,

inftead of canoes, I would have fuch adventurers to make ufe of certain floops of a

peculiar ftrudure, which might draw but little water, and be portable, as being made of

light wood, and withal carry thirteen men, with thirty-five or forty hundred weight of

flowage, and be able to bear the fhock of the waves in the great lakes. Courage,

health, and vigilance, are not lullicient of themfelves to qualify a man for fuch adven-

tures ; he ought to be poireffed of other talents, which are rarely met with in one and

the fame perfon. The condui!l of the three hundred men that accompanied me upon

this difcovery, gave me a great deal of trouble. It requires a large flock of induftry

and patience to keep fuch a company up to their duty. Sedition, mutinies, quarrels,

and an infinity of difordcrs frequently take place among thofe, who being in reniote and

folitary places, think they have a right of ufing force againft their fuperiors. One mufl

diflemble, and even fhut his eyes upon occafion, leaft the growing evil fliould be

inflamed : the gentleft methods are the furefl: for him that commands in chief ; and if

any mutiny or feditious plot is in view, it is the bufinefs of the inferior officers to ftifle

it, by perfuading the mutineers that the difcovery of fuch things to the commanding
officer would create a great deal of uneafinefs. So, the chief officer mufl ftill make
as if he were ignorant of what paflfes, unlefs it be, that the flame breaks out in his

prefence ; then indeed he lies under an indifpenfible obligation of inflitting fpeedy and

private punifliment, vifithout his prudence diredls him to put off" the execution, upon an

apprehenfion of fome pernicious confequences that may enfue thereupon. In fuch

voyages he muft overlook a thoufand things, which upon other occafions he has all

reafon to punifh. He mufl; counterfeit a downright ignorance of their intrigues with

the ftie-favages, of their quarrels among themfelves, of their negligence in not mounting

the guard, and not obferving the other points of duty ; in a word, he muft pretend to

know nothing of an infinity ut fuch diforders, as have no dire£l tendency to a revolt.

He ought to ufe the precaution of fingling out a fpy in his little army, and reward him

handfonjely for a dexterous intelligence as to all that happens ; to the end that he may
rem.edy the growing difordcrs either diredlly or indirctlly. This fpy may, by good

management, and due fecrecy, find out the ringleader of a club or cabal ; and when
the commanding officer has received fuch fatisfadlion upon the matter, that there is no

room left to doubt of the criminal's demerit, it will then be very convenient to make

away with him, and that with fuch management, that nobody fliould know what became

of )iim.

Farther, he ought to give them tobacco and brandy now and then, to afli their advice

upon fome occafions, to fatigue them as little as pofiible, to call them up to dance and

make merry, and at the fame time to exhort them to live in a good underftanding with

one another. The beft topic he can make ufe of for enforcing their duty, is religion,

and tile honour of their country, and this he ought to dcfcant upon himielf ; for though

1 have a great deal of faith in the power of the clergy, yet I know that fort of men
docs more harm than good in voyages of this nature ; and for that reafon I would

choofe to be without their company. The perfon who undertakes to go upon a dif-

covery
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covery ought to be very nice and cautious in the choice of his men ; for every one
IS not fit for his bufinefs. His men ought to be between thirty and forty years of age,

of a dry conftitution, of a peaceable temper, of an adive and bold fpirit, and inured to

the fatigues of voyages. The whole retinue muft confifl: of tliree hundred men ; and
of that number there muft be fome fhip-carpenters, gunfmiths, and fawyers, wiih all

their tools ; befides huntfmen and fifliermen, with thei- tackling. You muft likewife

have furgeons among them ; but their cheft ought to contain nothing but razors, lan-

cets, external medicines for wounds, orvietan and fenna. All the men of the detach-

ment ought to be provided with buft'^coats and boots to turn the arrows ; for, as I

intimated above, the favages of the unknown countries are ftrangers to fire-arms. They
muft be armed with a double-barrelled gun, a double-barrelled piftol, and a good long
fword. The commanding officer muft take care to provide a fufficient quantity of the

fkins of deer, elks, and beeves, in order to be fewed together, and hung round his camps
upon certain ftakes fixed at convenient diftances from one another. I had as many as

would go round a fquare of thirty feet every way, for each Ikin being five feet deep, and
almoft four feet broad, I made two pieces of eight fkins a-piece, which were raifed and
extended in a minute. Befides thefe, he ought to carry with him fome pot-guns of
eight foot in length, and fix in breadth ; with two hand-mills for grinding the Indian

corn, nails of all fizes, pickaxes, fpades, hatchets, hooks, foap, and cotton to make
candles of; above all, he muft not forget to take in good ftore of powder, brandv,
Brafil tobacco, and fuch things as he muft prefent to the favages whofe country he
difcovers ; add to this cargo, an aftrolabe, a femicircle, feveral feacompaffes, fome
fimple and fome of variation, a loadftone, two large watches of three inches diameter;
pencils, colours, and paper for making journals and maps, for the defigning of land-

creatures, fowl, fifti, trees, plants, grain, and, in a word, whatever feems worthy of
his curiofity. I would likewife advife him to carry with him fome trumpeters and
fiddlers, both for animating his retinue, andraifing the admiration of the favages. With
this equipage, Sir, a man of fenfe, condudt, and aftion, I mean, a man that is vigilant,

prudent, cautious, and above all, patient and moderate, and qualified for contriving

expedients upon all occafions ; a man, I fay, thus qualified, and thus fitted out, may
boldly go to all the countries that lie to the weft of Canada, without any apprehenfion

of danger. As for my own part, I ferioufly declare, that if I were pofl'efled of all

thefe qualities, I ftiould efteem it my happinefs to be employed upon fuch an enterprife,

both for the glory of His Majefty, and my own fatisfattion : for th-o continued diverfity

of objefts did fo charm me in my voyages, that I had fcarce time to refledt upon the

fatigue and trouble that I underwent. I am, Sir,

Yours, &c.

LETTER XVII.

Dated at Quebec, Sept. 28, 1689.

The Authorfeis outfrom Mijfilmakinac to the Colony, and defcribes the Country, Rivers,

and PaJJes, that he fata by the Way. The Iroquefe make a fatal Incurfwn into the

IJland of Monreal ; Fort Frontenac is abandoned ; Count Frontenac isfcnt to Canada,

and the Marquis of Denonville is recalled.

Sir,

I WRIT to you from Miflilimakinac on the 28th of May. I left that place June

the 8th, and fet out for Monreal, accompanied with twelve Outaouas, who were

T T 2 divided
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divided into two canoes, and rowed very hard. The 23d I overtook the coureurs

de bois in the river Crcufe, who had got the flart of me for feme days. Mr. Dalhut

ufed his utiiioft efforts to diffuade me from going further with fo weak a retinue. He
would have had me to go down along with him, and renionlirated to me, that if my
twelve conductors perceived either in the land-carriage or upcn the rivers, any thing

that might call up an apprehenfion of falling into the hands of the Iroqucfe, they would

defert me and the canoes, and fly to the woods to avoid the enemy. I rejected his

advice, though I had like to have repented of my refolution not long after ; for ac-

cording to his prediction, my canoe-men threatened to run away to the forefts, at the

fall called Long Saut : and, indeed, if they had done it, I had followed them, upon

the reflection, that of two evils a man ought to choofe the lead ; but this ftorm blew

over. In the great river of the Outaouas, not far from the river of Lievi-e, I met M.
de St. Helene at the head of a party of the coureurs de bois, who was bound for Hud-
fon's Bay, in order to retake iome forts that the Englifli had feized upon. He ac-

quainted me with the Prince of Orange's expedition for England ; and gave me to

underfland, that upon his arrival, King James retired to France, and that the Prince

was proclaimed King ; which feemed to prefage a bloody and fliarp war in Europe.

I affure you. Sir, this piece of newsfurprized me extremely ; and notwithftanding that

I had it from the mouth of a man whofe word I rely very much upon, yet I had all

the difficulty in the world to make myfelf believe that a revolution of fuch importance

could be accompliihed in fo fliort a time, without the effufion of blood ; efpecially,

confidering what a ftrift alliance there was between our court and the court of England,

and how much ir was the interefl: of both thefe monarchs to give mutual afliftance to

one another. July the gth I arrived at Monreal, after venturing down feveral fearful

catarafts in the river of the Outaouas, and enduring the hardfliips of fifteen or twenty

land-carriages, feme of which are above a league in length.

The navigation is pretty fure from Miffilimakinac to the river des Francois ; for in

coafl:ing along the Lake of Hurons, we meet with an infinity of illands, which ferve for

a fhtlter. But in going up that river, there is fome difficulty ; for it has five catarafts

which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land for thirty, fifty, and a hundred
paces. Having paffed that river, we entered the lake of the Nepicerinis, from whence
we are forced ro tranfport our canoes and baggage two leagues over-land, to another

river which has Tix or feven water-falls that we commonly (hoot. From that river we
have another land-carriage to the river Creufe, which falls with rapid currents into

the great river of the Outaouas, near a place called Mataouan. "We continue our

courfe upon this great river, till we come to the point of the iiland of Monreal, where
it is loft in the great river of St. Lawrence. Thefe two rivers join one another with

very gentle ftreams, and quitting their fearful channels, form the little Lake of

St. Louis. I thought to have loft my life at the fall, called the Fall of St. Louis,

about three leagues from Monreal ; for our canoe having overfet in the eddy, I was
carried by the current to the foot of that cataraft, from whence the Chevalier de Vau-
dreuil dragged me out by a great chance. The canoes and the Ikins belonging to the-

fix favages were luft ; and one of the favages was drowned. This is the only tiuie I

was in dangr through the whole courfe of my voyages. As foon as I lan.led here, I

repaired with diligence to a tavern to refrefli myfelf, and to make up the loffes I had
fuftained by a neceflary abOinence. The next day I waited upon I\L de Denonville

and M. de Champigni, to whom I gave an account of my voyages, and withal, gave
in the news that a great company of the coureurs de bois and favages would arrive very

ipeedily ; which they did accordingly, after fifteen days. The Rat I mentioned above,

8 came
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came down hither, and returned liome notwithflanding the threats that were levelled

againrt: him. By this adventure, he fhewed that he laughed at their intrigues. But now
that I have mentioned his name, I cannot forbear mentioning a malicious ftratagem that

this cunning favage made ufe of lafl year, to prevent the conclufion of a peace between

M. de Denonville and the Iroquefe.

This favage is the general and chief counfellor of the Hurons ; he is a man of forty

years of age, and brave in his way. When he found himfelf prefled and importuned

by M. de Denonville, to enter into the alliance concluded in the year 1687, ^^^^ ^

took notice of before ; he at laft complied with his defire, with this referve, that the

war fliould not be put to an end till the Iroquefe were totally routed. This claufe the

governor promifed to make good, and gave him affurances to that purpofe on the 3d of
September, in the fame year, which happened about two days before I fet out from
Niagara upon my voyage to the great lakes. Thisfavage general relying upon M, deDe-
nonville's promife, marched from Miffilimakinac at the head of an hundred warriors, as I

infmuated in my 14th letter, in order to invade the Iroquefe country, and atchieve fome
glorious feats among them. In the mean time, to carry on his defign the more cautioufly,

he thought it proper to pafs by the way of Fort Frontenac, where he might receive fome
intelligence. ITpon his arrival at this fort, the governor told him, that M. de Denonville

was negotiating a peace with the five Iroquefe nations, whofe ambaffadors and hoftages he
expedled in a fliort time in order to conclude and ratify the peace, he having orders

to conduct them to Monreal : and that upon that confideratioq, it was moft proper for

him and his warriors to return home, and to pafs no further. The favage general was
mightily furprifed with this unexpefted piece of news ; efpecially confidering that by the
means of that peace he and his nation would be given up as a facrifice for the welfare

of the French. When the governor had made an end of his remonftrance, the Rat
acknowledged, that what he offered was very reafonable, but withal, that inftead of
following his advice, he would go and tarry for the Iroquefe ambaffadors and hoftages

at the catarads, by which they were obliged to pafs. He had not tarried there above
five or fix days before the unhappy deputies arrived with a train of forty young men,'

who were all either killed or taken as they difembarked. The prifoners were no fooner

fettered than this crafty general of the Hurons reprefented to them, that the French
governor had fent him notice to take up that port, in order to lie in wait for a party

of fifty warriors, that were to pafs that way at a certain fet time. The Iroquefe being

much furprifed with the apprehenfion of the perfidioufnefs that he charged uport

M. de Denonville, acquainted the Rat with the defign upon which they came. Upon
that the Rat counterfeited a fort of rage and fury ; and to play his cards the better,

flew out in invedives againft M. de Denonville, declaring, that fome time or other he
would be revenged upon that governor, for making him the inftrument of the mofl
barbarous treachery that ever was afted. Then he fixed his eyes upon all the prifoners,

among whom was the chief ambaflador called Theganeforens, atid fpoke to this pur-

pofe ; Go, my brethren, though I am at war with you, yet I releafe you, and allow

you to go home. It is the governor of the French that put me upon this black action,

which I fliall never be able to digeft, unlefs your five nations revenge themfelves, and
make their juft reprifals. This was fufficient to convince the Iroquefe of the fincerity

of his words ; and they affured him upon the fpot, that if he had a mind to make a
feparate peace, the five nations would agree to it : however, the Rat having loft one
man in this adventure, kept an Iroquefe flave to fupply the place of the man he had
loft : and after furnifhing the prifoners with guns, powder, and ball, in order to their

return homeward, marched to Miffdimakinac, where he prefented the French governor
with:
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with the Have that he brought off. The poor wretch was no fooner delivered than he

was condemned to be fhot ; for at that time the French garrifon did not know that

M. de Denonville defigned to clap up a peace with the Iroquefe. The condemned
prifoner gave an account of his adventure, and that of the ambafladors ; but the French

thought that the fear of death made the fellow talk idly, and were confirmed in that

thought, by hearing the Rat and his men fay, that he was light-headed ; infomuch,

that the poor fellow was put to death notwithftanding all the reafons he could offer.

The fame day that he was fliot, the Rat called an old Iroquefe flave that had ferved

him a long while, and told him, he had refolved to allow him the liberty of returning

to his own country, and fpending the reft of his days among his friends and country-

men. At the fame time he gave him to know, that fmce he had been an eye-witnefs

of the barbarous ufage that his countryman had met with from the French, notwithftand-

ing what he offered in his own defence, it behoved him to acquaint his countrymen

with the blacknefs of that action. The manumitted flave obeyed his orders fo

punctually, that foon after the Iroquefe made an incurfion, at a time when the governor

did not dream of any fuch thing, for he had ufed the precaution of giving the

Iroquefe to underftand, that he difallowed of the Rat's treachery, infomuch that he had

a mind to have him hanged ; and upon this profpedt, expedled hourly ten or twelve

deputies to conclude the peace he fo much defired.

In effedl the deputies did come, but neither their number nor their defign . was

fuitable to what the governor had promifed to himfelf. Twelve hundred warriors

landed at the lands-end of the ifland of Monreal, and burnt and facked all the planta-

tions in that quarter : they maffacred men, women, and children ; and Madame de

Denonville, who was then at Monreal with her hufband, did not think herfelf fafe in

that place. A general confternation was fpread all about ; for the barbarians were not

above three leagues from Monreal. They burnt all the adjacent fettlements, and

blocked up two forts. M. de Denonville fent out a detachment of a hundred foldiers

and fifty favages to oppofe them, being unwilling to fpare a greater number out of the

city : but all the men of the detachment were either taken or cut in pieces, excepting

twelve favages, one foldier, and M. de Longueil who commanded the party, and was

carried off by the twelve lavages after his thigh was broke : the other officers, namely,

the Sieurs de la Raberre, Denis, la Plante, and Villedene, were all taken prifoners.

In a word,, the barbarians laid almoft the whole ifland wafte, and loft only three men,
who having drank to excefs of the wine they found in the plantations, were decoyed

into a fort by a Canadefe cow-keeper, that had been their flave for fonie years. As
foon as the three unfortunate Iroquefe arrived in the fort, they were thrown into a

cellar to fleep thcmfelvcs fobcr ; and qucdionlefs, as foon as they waked they repented

of their exceffive drinking. When they waked, they fell immediately to finging ; and
when the garrifon offered to fetter them, and carry them to Monreal, they flew to fome
clubs that lay in the cellar, and made fuch a vigorous and brave defence, that the

garrifon was forced to fhoot them upon the fpot. The cow-keeper being brought

before M. de Denonville, he told him, that the breach made by the Rat's contrivance

was irreparable ; that the five Iroquefe nations refented that adventure with fo much
warmth, that it was impoffible to difpofe them to a peace in a fiiort time; that they

were fo far from being angry with that Huron for what he did, that they were willing

to enter into a treaty with him, owning that he and his party had done nothing but

what became a brave man and a good ally. Doubtlefs this fatal incurfion was a great

furprifal to M. de Denonville, and aftorded him a copious field for refledlion. It was
already iinpofliblc to continue the poffeflion of Fort Frontenac ; where they began to

want
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want provifions, and which could not be relieved without expofing a great many men
to the danger of the pafles or catarafts, which 1 have mentioned fo often. There was
a downright necefiity of calling out the garrifon and blowing up the fort : but the

difficulty lay in finding a man to carry orders to that eflcft to the governor, for nobody
durft undertake it, till the Sieur Peter de Arpentigni offered to go all alone through
the forcfls ; and accordingly he v^'ent and did his bufinefs fuccefsfully. I'he orders

were extremely welcome to M. de Valrenes,the governor of the fort for the time ; who,
upon the receiving them, run a mine under the four baftions, which, with the powder
he put in, was reckoned fufficient to blow it up. This done, he embarked, and came
down the river through the cataracts to Monreal, where he found M. de Denonville,

and accompanied him hither. That officer did not only abdicate the Fort of Frontenac,

but fet fire to the three great barks that they ufed to ply with upon the lake, both to

awe the Iroquefe in time of war, and to convey commodides to them in time of peace.

M. de Denonvdle adted a prudent part in relinquilhing both this fort and that of
Niagara ; for, in earneft, thefe two polls are indefenfible, by reafon of the inacceffible

catarafts, upon which an ambufcado of ten Iroquefe may repulfea thoufand Frenchmen
by the throwing of (tones. But after all I muft own, that the welfare and prefervation

if our colonies had an abfolute dependance upon thefe two forts, which feemed to

infure the utter deftrudion of the Iroquefe ; for they could not ftir out of their villages

to hunt or to fifh, without running the rifque of having their throats cut by the favages

in alliance with us, who being then aflured of a fafe retreat, would have made continual

incurfions into the country of thofe barbarians : and by this means, the Iroquefe

being unprovided with beaver-fkins to be given in exchange for guns, powder, ball,

and nets, would be ftarved to death, or at leaft, be obliged to depart their

country.

In the end of September M. de Bonaventure, captain and owner of a merchant
fliip, arrived in this port, and brought the news of M. de Frontenac's reinftalnient in

the place of governor-general of Canada, and of the recalling of M. de Denonville,

whom the Duke de Beauvilliers has recommended to the King, for the place of fub-

governor to the princes his grandfons. Some people are uneafy at the recalling of
this governor ; and it is faid, that the reverend fathers the Jefuits, fall under the num-
ber of the malcontents ; for if we may credit the reports of the country, they con-
tributed in a great meafure to the recalling of M. de Frontenac feven or eight years

ago, by afdng in concert with the intendant of Chefneau, and fupreme council, and
drawing up accufations againft him which had the defired effeit ; though now the

King Ihews that he is undeceived, by reinftating that gentleman once more in this

government. In the mean time the ftatefmen of the country that are moft guilty, know
not how to drefs this kettle of fifh ; for they make no queftion but the new governor
will retain a jufl: refentment of what is pafh ; but the gentlemen, merchants, and other

inhabitants, are making preparations tor folemnizing his arrival, which they expect
with as much impatience as the Jews do the Meffiah's. The very favages that live in the
fkirts of the colony, fliew an uncommon joy upon the hopes of his return ; and indeed,

we need not think it ftrange, for that governor drew efteem and veneration not only
from the French but from all the nations of this vafl continent, who looked upon him
as their guardian angel. M. de Denonville begins to pack up his baggage, and that in

efledl, is all I can fay of him. It is none of my bufinefs to meddle with an infinity of
affairs that relate to the gentleman's private intereft. As to the queftion, whether
he has managed well or ill, during the courfe of his government, or whether he was

2 loved
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loved or hated, I know nothing of the matter. I am at a lofs to know whether he

kept a good or forrv table, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu.

1 make account to fet out for Rochel, when the veflel that brings our new governor

returns for France.
I am, Sir, yours, Scc»

LETTER XVIII.

> Dated at Quebec, Nov. 15, 1689.

Giving an Account of M. de Frontenac's Arrival, his Reception, bis Voyage to Motircal,

and the repairing of Fort Frontenac.

Sir,

THE intelligence you give me of the adjudging of the lands of Lahontan, would

have driven me to defpair, if you had not affured me at the fame time, that I might

recover it after a century of years, (if I had the misfortune to live fo long,) upon the

condition of rcimburfing to the poffeflbr the fum that he paid tor ir, and of proving

that I was aftually in the King's fervice in the remote parts of the world when that

eftate was fold. To fpeak to the purpofe, M. de Frontenac has countermanded the

leave I had to go for France, and has offered n^.e a free accefs to his pocket and his

table. All the arguments I offered have no influence upon him, and io I am bound

to obey.

This new governor arrived at Quebec the 15th of 0£lober, He came on fhore at

eight o'clock at night, and was received by the fupreme council, and all the inhabitants

in arms, with flambeaux both in the city, and upon the harbour, with a triple difcharge

of the great and fmall guns, and illuminations in all the windows of the city. That

fame night he was complimented by all the companies of the town, and above all, by

the Jefuits, who upon that occafion made a very pathetic fpeech, though the heart had

lefs hand in it than the mouth. The next day he was vifited by all the ladies, whofe

inward joy appeared in their countenances, as much as in their words. Several per-

fons made fire-works, while the governor and his retinue fung Te Dcum in the great

church. Thefe folemn demonftrations of joy increafed from day to day, till the new
governor fet out for Monreal ; and the condud of the people upon this head afforded

lignal proofs of the fatisfadion they had in his return, and of their refting affured

that his wife conducl and noble fpirit would preferve the rcpofe and ti-anquillity that

he always kept up during his firft ten years' government. All the world adored him,

and flikd him Rcdemptor Palria ; to which title he had a juft claim, for all the inha-

bitants of thefe colonies agree, that when he came firfl to Canada, he found all things

in confufion and diftrefs. At that time the Iroquefe had burnt all the plantations, and

cut the throats of fome thoufands of the French ; the farmer was knocked on the head

in his field ; the traveller was murdered upon the road, and the merchant ruined for

want of commerce : all the planters were pinched with famine, the war rendered the

country defolate ; and, in a word. New France Lad infallibly periflied, if this gover-

nor had not made that peace with the barbarians, that I fpoke of in my fifth letter.

The bringing of that peace to bear was an adtion of greater importance than you can

well imagine ; for thefe barbarians grounded all their wars upon a pcrfonal enmity,

whereas the European ruptures depend more upon intercit than upon pure revenge.

M. de
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M. de St. Valiers, the Bifliop of Quebec, arrived likcwife on the 15th at the fame

port. He had embarked in the preceding fpring, on board of a bark that he liad

hired to tranfport him to Acadia, to Newfoundland, and to the other countries of his

diocefe. M. de Frontenac, our governor, fet out for Monreal in a canoe, four or five

days after his arrival ; and I had the honour to accompany him. All endeavours were

ufed to diffuade him from undertaking that voyage, when the feafon was fo cold, and
fo far advanced : for, as I informed you before, the ice is thicker and ftronger here ia

Oflober than it is at Paris in January, which is very flrange. Notvvithltanding all the

remonftrances drawn from the hardfliips and inconveniencies of the voyage, he flighted

the fatigues of the water, and threw himfelf into a canoe in the fixty-eighth year of

his age ; nay, he took the abdication of Fort Frontenac fo much to heart, that he
had gone ftraight thither, if the nobility, the priefts, and the inhabitants of Monreal,

had not entreated him, with joint fupplications, not to expofe his perfon to the danger

of the falls and catarads that lie in that paflage. In the mean time fome gentlemen of

Canada, followed by a hundred coureurs de bois, under the command of M. Mantet,

ventured upon the voyage, with intent to learn the (late of the fort. I acquainted you
in my laft letter, that M. de Valrenes had blown up the walls of the fort, when he
made his retreat ; but by good luck, the damage was not fo great as it was taken to be ;

for the party commanded by M. Mantet, have already reared up the ruinous wall to the

height of fome fathoms, and will continue to work upon the repair of the fort all this

winter. This news M. de Frontenac received laft night, which was the fixth after his

return to this city.

I had forgot to tell you, that he brought with him out of France, fome of thofe

Iroquefe that M. de Denonville had fent to the galleys, as I intimated in my thirteenth

letter ; the reft having periflied in their chains. Of all thefe unfortunate barbarians

that he has brought back, the moft confiderable is one that goes by the name of
Oreouahe. He was not ufed as a galley (lave, in regard that he was the leader of the

Goyoguans, and the governor has lodged him in the caftle, in confideration of the

efteem he fhews both for M. de Frontenac, and for the French nation. Some flatter

themfelves with the hopes, that fome accommodation with the five Iroquefe nations may
be effefted by his mediation ; and for that end propofals of peace are now in agitation ;

but I have three good reafons for predicting, that fuch a defign will prove abortive.

I have already laid thefe reafons before M. de Frontenac, who gave me to know, that

after the departure of the fhips, he would difcourfe with me upon that head. I fhall not
offer at the particulars of his interview, with Monfieur and Madam de Denonville, till

fuch time as you and I have an opportunity of talking under the rofe. Some officers

accompany M. de Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes of being prefeiTed,

In all probability the (hips will fet fail to-morrow, for we have now a fair and gentle

wefterly gale ; befides, that the feafon for quitting this port, is almoft fpent.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.

VOL. xiii. u u LETTER
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LETTER XIX.

Dated at Monreal, October 2, 1690.

Relating the Attempts upon New England and New Tork ; a fatal Embajfy fent by the

French to the Iroquefe ; and an ill-concerted Enterprife of the Englif} and the Iroquefey

in marching by Land to attack the French Colony.

Sir,

ABOUT fifteen days fince, a (hip of Rochel, laden with wine and brandy, ar-

rived in this harbour ; and the captain took care to convey a letter from you to my
hands. As to your defire of having a circumftantial account of the trade of Canada,

I cannot fatisfy it at prefent, for I am not as yet fo thoroughly acquainted with all its

branches. But I affure you, that fome time or other I (hall fend you fuch memoirs,

as will give you faiisfaftion upon that head. In the mean time, I hope you will be con-

tented with an account of what palTed in this country fince the date of my laft.

As foon as M. Denonville fet out from Quebec upon his return to France,

M. de Frontenac took pofleflion of the fort, which is the common refidence of our

governor-general, and ordered one of our bell architefts to make preparations for re-

building it as foon as he could.

In the beginning of this year, M. D'Iberville attempted to pillage a fmall village in

New York, called by the Iroquefe Corlar, which name they likewife give to all the

governors of that Englilh colony. This gentleman, who is a Canadefe, was attended

by five hundred coureurs de bois, and the like number of favages ; and the whole

party made the expedition over fnow and ice, notwithftanding they had three hundred

leagues to march backward and forward, and that the roads were very rugged and

troublefome. M. D'Iberville met with wonderful fuccefs, for after he had pillaged,

burnt, and facked that little village, with the adjacent cantons, he fell in with a party

of an hundred Iroquefe, and defeated them entirely. Much about the fame

M. de Portneuf, another Canada gentleman, marched out at the head of three hun-

dred men, one half favages, and the other half coureurs de bois, with intent to poflefs

himfelf of a fort belonging to the Englifh, called Kenebeki, which ftands upon the fea

coart; of New England, towards the frontiers of Acadia. The garrifon of this fort

made a brave defence, but there being great quantities of grenadoes and other fire-

works thrown in upon them, while the favages (contrary to their cuftom) fcaled the

palifadoes on all hands, the governor was obliged to furrender upon difcretion. It is

laid, that in this aftion the coureurs de bois did their duty very bravely, but the enter-

prize had proved fuccefslefs without the afiiflance of the favages.

As foon as the rivers were navigable, M. de Frontenac offered to fend me with pro-

pofals of peace to the Iroquefe ; but I made anfwer, that fince his pocket and table

had been free to me during the winter, I could not imagine that he had a mind to be

rid of me fo foon. Being obliged by this reply to unfold my meaning, I remonftrated

to him, that the King of England having loll his crown, and war being proclaimed, the

governors of New England and New York, would infallibly ufe their utmofl: efforts to

excite thcfe banditti to redouble their incurfions ; that for that end they would furnilh

them with ammunition gratis, and even join them, in order to attack our towns; and

above all, that the intrigue of the Rat had fo provoked them, that, in my opinion, it

was impoffible to appeafe them. Upon thefe confiderations, I humbly befeeched

5 hiia

I
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him to have fome other perfon in his view, in cafe he perfifted in his defign of making

a trial of that nature. The Chevalier Do was fingled out for this fatal embaffy, being

attended by one Colin, as interpreter of the Iroqucfc language, and two young Canadans.

They fet out in a canoe, and when they came in fight of the village of the Onnontagues,

were received with the honourable falvo of feveral good blows, and condufted with the

fame ceremony to the village. Such a reception could not but be difagreeable to the

gentleman that came to make offers of peace. The ancient men, being quickly affem-

bled, thought it moft proper to fend them back with a favourable anfwer, and in the

mean time to engage fome of the Agnies and Onnoyotes, to lie in wait for them at the

cataracts of the river, and there kill two, fending the third back to Quebec, and carry-

ing the fourth to their village, where there would be found fome Englifh that would

fhoot them, that is, that would give them the fame ufage as the Rat did to their ambaf-

fadors : fo true it is, that that action iticks in their ftomachs. This projeft had adlually

been put in execution, if it had not been for fome of the planters of New York, who
were then among the barbarians, having come thither on purpofe to animate theni

againfl us. Thefe planters knew fo well how to influence the barbarians, that were

already bent upon revenge, that a company of young barbarians burnt them all alive,

excepting the Chevalier Do, whom they tied hand and foot, and fent him bound to

Boflon, with a defign to pump out of him a view of the condition of our colonies and

forces. This piece of news we received two months after by fome flaves that made
their efcape from the Iroquefe ; and M. de Fi'ontenac, when furprized with fuch difmal

news, declared, that out of twenty captains that offered to execute that commifTion,

and would have taken the employment for an honour, I was the only one that had been

capable of forefeeing its bad fuccefs.

June the 24th, I embarked for this place in a fluggifli brigantine, that the captain of

the governor's guards had caufed to be built the foregoing winter. This venerable

veffel had the honour to lodge the intendant and his lady ; and all of us being in no
hafte, fpent ten or twelve days by the way, and feafted like kings every night. M. de
Frontenac marked out a fort in his pafTage to the city of Trois Rivieres, which I fpoke

of before. Fifteen days after our arrival in this place, a certain favage whofe name was
Plake, came and gave us notice, tkat he had difcovered a body of a thoufand Englifh,

and five hundred Iroquefe, that marched up to attack us. Upon this intelligence, all our

troops crolfed over to the meadow of Medalaine, oppofite to this city, and there encamped,

in conjunction with three or four hundred favages that were our allies, in order to give

the enemy a warm reception. Our camp was no fooner formed, than M. de Frontenac

detached two or three fmall parties of the favages to obferve the enemy. Thefe parties

came foon back, after having furprized fome flraggling Iroquefe at hunting on the

confines of Champlaine lake : the prifoners informed us, that the Englifli being unable

to encounter the fatigues of the march, and unprovided with a fufficient flock of pro-

vifions, both they and the Iroquefe were returned to their own country. This account

being confirmed by other favages, our troops decamped, and marched back to this

place, from whence I was detached fome days after to command a party that was to

cover the reapers of fort Roland, which lies in this ifland. When the harvcfl was over

I returned to this place, along with the Hurons and the Outaouas, who had come down
from their own country, in purfuit of their ufual trade in fkins; an account of which you
had in my eighth letter. Thefe traders continued here fifteen days, and then marched
home,

u u 2 This,
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This, Sir, ts a fummaryof all our occurrences of moment fincethe hfl year. About

fifteen days hence I think to fct out for Quebec, in M. de Frontenac's brigantine. I

conclude with my ufual compliment,
Sir, yours, &c.

LETTER XX.

Dated at Rochel, January 12, i69i«

Being a Relation of a Second and very important Expedition of the EngHfj dy Sen; in

which is contni?ied a Letter taritten by the EngUJh Admiral to Count F,-ontenac, ivitb

the Governor's verbal Anfiucr. As alfo an Account of the Author's Departure for

France.

Sir,

I AM arrived at laft at Rochel, from whence I now tranfmit you a relation of all

that paffed in Canada, fmce the date of my laft letter. In the fpace of a few days after

that date, M. de Frontenac received advice that a ftrong fleet of Englifli fliips amounting

to thirty.four fail, was feen near TadouiTac. Immediately he got on board of his bri-

gantine, and ordered all the troops to embark in canoes and boats, and to row night

and day to prevent the enemy ; all of which was happily put in execution. At the

fame time he gave orders to ]M. de Callieres, to bring down as many of the inhabitants as

poffibly he could. We rowed with fuch expedition, and diligence, that we arrived the

3d day at Ouebec. As foon as M. de Frontenac debarked, he viewed the weakeft ports,

and ordered them to be fortified without lofs of time : he raifed batteries in feveral

places, and though in that capital city we had but twelve great guns, and but little am-

munition, yet he fcemed to be rclblutely bent upon an obftinate refiftance to the efforts

of the enemy's fleet, which in the mean time ftood catching of flies, at the diftance of

two leagues from Oiu-bec. We took the advantageof their flow approaches, and worked

inceflantly to put ourfelves in a pofture of defence. Our troops, our militia, and our

confederate favages, came up to us on all hands. It is certain, that if the Englilh

admiral had made his defcent before our arrival at Ouebec, or even two days after, he

had carried the place without ftriking a blow ; for at that time there was not two

hundred French in the city, which lay open, and expofed on all hands ; but inftead of

doing that, he call anchor towards the point of the ifland of Orleans, and loft three days

in confulling with the captains of the fliips, before they came to a refolution. He took

the Sieur Joliet with his lady and his mother-in-law, in a bark in the river of St.

Laurence. Three merchantmen from France, and one laden with bcaver-fliins from

Hudfon's Bay, entered the river of Saguenay, by the way of Tadouflac, where they

fculked, and after hauling their guns afliore, raifed very good batteries. To be fhort,

the officers of the enemy's fleet came to a refolution after the lofs of thi-ee or four days

in ufelefs confultations, during which time we were joined on all hands by great num-
bers of inhabitants and foldiers. Purfuant to the refolution of the councils of war, the

Englilh admiral, namely. Sir William Phips, fent out his floop with a French flag upon

its prow, which made up to the city with found of trumpet. Upon this, M. de Frontenac

fent out another with a French ofliiccr to meet it, who found an Englifh major in the

floop, who gave him to undcrftand, that he had the charge of a letter from his general,

to the governor of Canada, and hoped he might be allowed to deliver it hiraielf. Upon
that
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that the French officer took him into his floop, and having blindfolded him, conduced
him to the governor's chamber 5 where his face being uncovered, he delivered him a
letter, the fubftance of which was this :

" I, Sir William Phips, general of the forces of New England, by fea and land, to

Count Fronteuac, governor-general of Quebec, by orders from, and in the name of
William HI. and Mary, King and Oueen of England, am come to make myfelf mafter
of this country. But in regard that I have nothing fo much in view, as the preventing
of the effufion of blood, I require you to furrender at difcretion, your cities, caftles,

forts, towns, as well as your perfons ; alTuring you at the fame time, that you fhall meet
with all manner of good ufage, civility and humanity. If you do not accept of this

propoHil without any reftriftion, I will endeavour, by the affiftance of Heaven, on which
I rely, and the force of my arms, to make a conqueft of them. I expeft a pofitive

anfwer in writing in the fpace of an hour ; and in the mean time give you notice, that

after the commencement of hoflilities, I fhall not entertain any thoughts ofaccommo«
dation.

(Signed,) " William Phips.'*'

After the interpreter had tranflated the letter to M. de Frontenac, who was then
furrounded with officers, he ordered the captain of his guards to make a gibbet before
the fort, in order to hang the poor major, who in all appearance underftood French,
for upon the pronouncing of this fatal fentence, he was like to fwoon away ; and
indeed I mud fay, the major had fome reafon to be aifefted, for he had certainly been
hanged if the biihop and tlie intendant, who, to his good luck, were then prefent, had
not interceded on his behalf. M. de Frontenac pretended, that they were a fleet of
pirates, or of perfons without commiffion, for that the King of England was then in

France. But at laft the governor being appeafed, ordered the major to repair forth-

with on board of his admiral, againft whom he could defend himfelf the better, for

not being attacked. At the fame time he declared, that he knew of no other King of
Great Britain than James II., that his rebellious fubjefts were pirates, and that he
dreaded neither their force nor their threats. This faid, he threw Admiral Phips's

letter in the major's face, and then turned his back upon him. Upon that the poor
ambaflador took frefh courage, and looking upon his watch, took the liberty to alk

M. de Frontenac, if he could not have his anfwer in writing before the hour elapfed.

But the governor made anfwer with all the haughtinefs and difdain imaginable, that

his admiral deferved no other anfwer than what flew from the mouth of cannons and
muflcets. Thefe words were no fooner pronounced, than the major was forced to take

his letter again, and being blindfolded, was reconduded to his floop, in which he rowed
towards the fleet with all expedition.

The next day about two in the afternoon, fixty floops were fentalhore with ten or
twelve hundred men, who Hood upon the fand in very good order. After that the
floops went back to the fliips, and brought aftiore the like complement of men, which
was afterwards joined by a third complement of the fame number. As foon as thefe

troops were landed, they began to march towards the city with drums beating and
colours flying. This defcent was made over againfl: the ifle of Orleans, about a league

and a half below Quebec ; but it was not fo expeditious but that our confederate

favages, with two hundred coureurs de bois, and fifty officers, had time to poft them-
felves in a copfe of thick brambles, which lay half a league off the place of landing.

It beipg impoiUble for fo lia^l a party to v:oiue to aa opein battle with a numerous
enemy.
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enemy, they were forced to fight lifter the manner of the favages, that is, to lay am.

bufcadoes from place to place in the copfe, which was a quarter ot a league broad.

This way of waging war proved wonderfully fuccefsful to us, for our men being ported

in the middle of the copfe, we fuffered the Englifh to enter, and then fired upon them,

lying flat upon the ground till they fired their pieces ; after which we fprung up, and

drawing into knots here and there, repeated our fire with fuch fuccefs that the Englifh

militia perceiving our favages, fell into confufion and diforder, and their battalions

were broke ; infomuch, that they betook themfelves to flight, crying out, Indians,

Indians, and gave our favages the opportunity of making a bloody flaughter among
them ; for we found three hundred men left upon the fpot, without any other lofsoii

our fide than that of ten coureurs de bois, four officers, and two favages.

The next day the Englifh landed four pieces of brafs cannon mounted like field-

pieces, and fought very bravely, though they were very ill difciplined. It is certain

there was no want of courage on their fide, and their want of fuccefs muft be imputed

to their unacquaintance with military difcipline, to their being enfeebled by the fatigues

of the fea, and to the ill condufl; of Sir William Phips, who upon this enterprize

could not have done lefs than he did, if he had been engaged by us to ftand flill with

his hands in his pockets. This day palled over more peaceably than the next, for

then the Englifli made a frefh attempt to force their paflage through the copfe, by the

help of their artillery ; but they loit three or four hundred more in the attempt, and
were forced to retire with all diligence to the landing-place. On our fide we loft

M. de St. Helene, who died of a wound in his leg, and about forty Frenchmen and
favages. This viclory animated us fo much, that we purfued the Englifh to their

camp, and lay all night flat upon the ground jufl by it, with a defignto attack itby break

of day ; but they faved us the labour, for they embarked about midnight with fuch

confufion, that we killed fifty more of them, rather by chance than by dexterity, while

they were getting into their boats. When day came, we tranfported to Quebec their

tents and their cannon, which they had left behind them; the favages being in the mean
time employed in ftripping the dead in the wood.
The fame day that the defcent was made. Sir William Phips weighed and came to

an anchor with four great fliips, at the diilance of a mufket-fliot from the lower city,

where we had only one battery of fix or eight pounders. There he cannonaded for

twenty-four hours fo handfomely, that the fire of the great guns equalled that of the

finall arms. The damage they did to the roofs of the houfes amounted to five or fix

pilloles ; for, as I informed you in my firll letter, the walls of the houfes are fohard
that a ball cannot pierce them.
When Sir William Phips had made an end of thefe glorious exploits, he fent to

demand of M. de Frontenac fome Englifli prifoners in exchange for the Sieur Joliet,

with his wife and his mother, and fome feamen, which was forthwith put in execution.

This done, the fleet weighed anchor and fleered homeward. As foon as the three

merchantmen that lay flvulking in the' river of Saguenay, faw the fleet running below
Tadouffac with full fail before a weftcrly gale, they put their guns aboard, and pur-
fuing their voyage with great fatisfadlion, arrived at (^)uebcc on ilie 12th ot Novenibcr.
They had fcarce put their cargo on fhore, whi n the bitter cold covered the river with
ice, which damaged their fhips fo much, that they were forced to run them afhore.

This troublefome froff was as uncaly to me as to M. de Frontenac, for then I law that I

was obliged to pafs another winter in Canada, and M. de Frontenac was at a lofs to
contrive a way of fendhig the King advice of this enterprize ; but, by good luck, there
came all of a fuddca a downlali of rain, which was followed by a thaw, and was

equally
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equally acceptable to us both. Immediately the governor ordered an unrigged frigate

to be rigged and fitted out ; which was done accordingly with fuch difpatch that the

ballaft, lails, ropes, and mails were all in order almofl as foon as the orders were
given out. When the frigate was ready to fail, the governor told me, that the making
of France as foon as ever I could, would be a piece of important fervice ; and that I

ought rather to perifli than to fuffcr myfelf to be taken by the enemy, or to put in at

any port whatfoever by the way: at the fame time he gave me a particular letter to

M. de Seignelay, the purport of which was much to my advantage.

I put to fea the 20th of November, the like of which was never feen in that place

before. At the ifle of Coudres we efcaped luckily, for there the norlh-eafl: wind blew
fo hard upon us, that after we had dropped anchor, we thought to have been fplit in

pieces in the night-time. The reft of our pafTage was good enough, for we encoun-
tered but one ftorm till we arrived at this place. Indeed we met with contrary wind,
about an hundred and fifty leagues off the coaft of France, which obliged us to traverfe,

and lie by for a long time ; and it was for this reafon that our paffage was fo long.

I hear you are now in Provence, and that M. de Seignelay is gone upon a voyage to

the other world, which is of a quite different nature from that I have juft performed.
In earneft. Sir, his death is the laft misfortune to the navy of France, to the colonies

of the two Americas, and 10 me in particular, fince M. de Frontenac's recommenda-
tory letter is thereby rendered ufelefs to me.

I am, Sir, yoursj &c»

1MEM0IR3
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MEMOIRS OF NORTH AMERICA
;

CONTAINING

A GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF THAT VAST CONTINENT; THE
CUSTOMS AND COMMERCE OF THE INHABITANTS, &c.

Sir,

IN my former letters I prcfcnted you with a view of the Englifh and French colonies,

the commerce of Canada, the navigation upon the rivers and lakes of that coun-

try, the courfe of failing from Europe to Isforth America, the feveral attempts made by
the Englifti to mafter the French colonies, the Incurfions of the French upon New
England, and upon the Iroquefe country : in a word. Sir, I have revealed a great

many things, that for reafons of flate or politics, have been hitherto concealed ; info-

much, that if you were capable of making me a facrifice to your rcfentment, it is now
in your power to ruin me at court, by producing my letters.

All that I writ in the foregoing letters, and the whole fubftance of the memoirs I

now fend you, is truth as plain as the fun-fhine. I flatter no man, and I fpare nobody.

I fcorn to be partial ; I befl;ow due praife upon thofe who are in no capacity to ferve

me, and I cenfure the conduft of others, that are capable of doing mean injury by

indireft methods. I am not influenced by that principle of intereft and party-making,

that is the rule of fome folks words. I facrifice all to the love of truth, and write with

no other view, than to give you a juft reprefcntation of things as they are. It is

beneath me to mince or alter the matter of fad, contained either in the letters I fent

you fome ten or twelve years ago, or in thefe memoir.s. In the courfe of my voyages

and travels, I took care to keep particular journals of every thing ; but a minute re«

lation of all particulai's would be irkfome to you, bcfidcs, that the trouble of taking

a copy of the journals, before I have an opportunity of fliewing you the original,

would require more time than I can well fpare. In thefe memoirs you will find as

much as will ferve to form a perfeft idea of the vaft continent of North America. la

the courfe of our correfpondence from the year 1683, to this time, I fent you five-

and-twenty letters, of all which I have kept a double very carefully. My only view

in writing of thefe letters, was to inform you of the mod eflential things ; for I was

unwilling to perplex and confound your thoughts, with an infinity of uncommon
things, that have happened in that country. If you will confult my maps, as you

read the abovementioned letters, you will find a juft reprefcntation of all the places I

have fpoken of. Thefe maps are very particular, and I dare allure you, they are the

correcteft yet extant. My voyage upon the Long River, gave me an opportunity of

making that little map, which I fent you from Mifiilimakinac in 1699, with my fixtecnth

letter. It is true, it gives only a bare defcriptlon of that river, and the river of the

MifTouris ; but it required more time than I could fpare, to make it more complete,

by a kaowledge of the adjacent countries, whicli have hitherto been unknown to all the

7 world.
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world as well as that great i-ivcr, and which I would never have vlfited, if I had not

been fully inftruflod in every thing that related to it, and convoyed by a good guard.

I have placed the map of Canada at the front of thefe memoirs, and defire that favour

of you, that you would not fhew it to anybody under my name. To the latter part I

have fubjoincd an explication of the marine, and other difficult terms, made ufe of in

my letters, as well as in thefe memoirs ; which you will pleafe to confult, when you
meet with a word that you do not underftand.

A J}dort Defeription of Canada.

You will think, Sir, that I advance a paradox, when I acquaint you that New France,
commonly called Canada, comprehends a greater extent of ground than the half of

Europe : but pray mind what proof I have for that aflertion. You know that Europe
extends fouth and north, from the 35th to the 72nd degree of latitude, or, if you will,

from Cadiz to the North Cape on the confines of Lapland ; and that its lono^itude

reaches from the gth to the 94th degree, that, is from the River Oby to the Wefl Cape
inYflandia. But at the fame time, if we take the greateft breadth of Europe, from
eaft to weft, from the imaginary canal, (forinftance) between the Tanais and the Volga,

to Dinglebay in Ireland, it makes but 66 degrees of longitude, which contain more
leagues than the degrees allotted to it towards the polar circle, though thefe are more
numerous, by reafon that the degrees of longitude are unequal ; and fince we are

wont to meafure provinces, iflands, and kingdoms by the fpace of ground, I am of
the opinion, that we ought to make ufe of the fame ftandard with refpect to the four

parts of the world. The geographers who parcel out the earth in their clofets, ac-

cording to their fancy ; thefe gentlemen, I fay, might have been aware of this advance,
if they had been more careful. But, to come to Canada.

All the world knows, that Canada reaches from the 39th to the 65th degree of lati-

tude,that is,from the fouth fiide of the lake Errie, to the north fide of Hudfon'sBay;
and from the 284th to the 336th degree of longitude, viz. from the river Millifipi

to Cape Rafe, in the ifland of Newfoundland. I affirm, therefore, that Europe has
but 1 1 degrees of latitude and 33 of longitude more than Canada, in which I com-
prehend the ifland of Newfoundland, Acadia, and all the other countries that lie to the
northvvai-d of the river St. Laurence, which is the pretended great boundary that

fevers the French colonies from the Englifh. Were I to reckon in all the countries

that lie to the north-weft of Canada, I ftiould find it larger than Europe : but I confine

myfelf to what is difcovered, known, and owned ; I mean, to the countries in which
the French trade with the natives for beavers, and in which they have forts, magazines,
miffionaries, and fmall fettlements. .

It is above a century and a half fince Canada was difcovered. John Verafan was
the firft difcoverer, though he got nothing by it, for the favages eat him up. James
Cartier was the next that went thither; but after failing with his fliip above Quebec, he
returned to France, with a forry opinion of the country. At laft, better failors were
employed in the difcovery, and traced the river of St. Laurence more narrowly: and
about the beginning of the laft century, a colony was fent thither from Rouen, which
fettled there after a great deal of oppofition from the natives. At this day the colony
is fo populous, that it is computed to contain one hundred and eighty thoufand fouls,

I have already given you fome account of that country in my letters, and therefore

{hall now only point to the moft noted places, and take notice of what may gratify

your curiofity beyond what you have yet heard.

VOL. XIII. X X We



338 MEMOIRS OF NORTH AMERICA.

We arc at a lofs to find the head of the river of St. Laurence, for though we have

traced it feven or eight hundred leagues up, yet we could never reach its fource ; the

remotefl: place that the coureurs de bois go to, being the lake . Lenemipigon, which
difenibogues into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake does into the lake of Hurons,

the lake of Hurons into that of Errie alias Conti, and that of Erric into the lake of

Frontenac, which forms this laft great river, that runs for twenty leagues with a pretty

gentle llream, and fwecps through thirty more with a very rapid current, till it reaches

the city of Monreal ; from whence it continues its courfc with fome moderation to

the city of Quebec ; and after that, fpreads out, and enlarges itfelf by degrees to its

mouth, which lies a hundred leagues further. If we may credit the north-country

favages, this river takes its rife from the great lake of the Allinipouals, which they give

out to be larger than any of the lakes I mentioned but now, being fituated at the dif-

tance of fifty or fixty leagues from the lake of Lenemipigon. The river of St. Lau-
rence is twenty or twenty-two leagues broad at its mouth, in the middle of whicli there

is an ifland called Ajiticofti, which is twenty leagues long. This ifland belongs to the

Sieur Joliet, a Canadan, who has built a httle fortified magazine upon it, to guard his

goods and his family from tiie incurfions of the Efl-iimaux, of whom more anon. He
deals with the other favage nations, namely, the Mantagnois and the Papipanachois in

arms and ammunition, by way of exchange for the fkins of fea-vvolves or fca-calves,

and fome other furs.

Over againfl this ifland, to the fouthward of it, we find the ifle called L'lOe Percce,

which is a great rock with a palTage bored through it, in which the floops can only

pafs. In time of peace the Bifcayans of France, and the Normans, ufed to filh for cod
at this place ; for here that fi(h are very plentiful, and at the fame time larger, and more
proper for drying than thofe of Newfoundland. But there are two great incon-

veniencies that attend the fifhing upon this ifland ; one is, that the fnips ride in great

danger, unlcfs they have good anchors and llrong cables ; another inconvenience i>>--,

that this place affords neither gravel nor flint-ftones to ftretch out the fifli upon before the

fun, and that the fifliennen are forced to make ufe of a fort of hurdles.

There are other fifhing- places befides this, which lie fome leagues higher up upon
the fame fide of the river. Such is that called Gafpc, where the fliips' crews fome-

times trade in fkins with the Gafptfians, to the prejudice of the proprietors of this

river. The other places for cod-fifli lie toward Monts Notre Dame, hi the little bays

or rivers that en-pty themfelves into the river of St. Laurence.

On the other fide of the river there lies the wide-extended country of Labrador, or

of the Efls.imaux, who are fuch a wild barbarous people, that no means whatfoever have
hitherto been able to civilize them. One would think that good old Homer had this

people in his viev/ when he fpeaks of the Cyclops ; for the charafter of the one fuits

the other admirably well, as it appears from thole four verfes, in the ninth book of his

Odylly, whiCh are i"o pretty, that I cannot forbear infcrting them in this place.

To'r <v J" hr dyo^ul /SaXnfojoi urt Si'fiiJss'

Axx' 017' Ci'n^.wt i^iii* yolouri xdma

Tlaiewf 'nS' aXs;(».» ao' »\Xii ur a>.(^cii7i.

That is; this people do not perplex themfelves with voluminous laws, and vexatious

fuits ; they delight only in the tops of mountains, and deep caves, and every one con-

fines
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fines his care to the mnnagemcnt of his own family, without troubling hi? head about

his neighbour. '1 he Danes were the firlt difcovercrs of this country, which is full of

ports, havens and bays, that the (Quebec barks retort to in the fuinmcr, in order to

truck with the favagcs for the (kins of fea-calves. The commerce I fpeak of, is carried

on after this manner. As foon as the Quebec barks come to an anchor, thefe devils

come on board of them in their little canoes made of the flcins of fea-calves, in the fonn

of a weaver's fliuttle, with a hole in the middle of it, refembling that of a purfe, in

which they ftow themfelves with ropes, fitting fquat upon their breech. Being fet in

this fafhion, they row "with little fliccs, fometiines to the right, and fometimes to the left,

without bending their body for fear of overfetting. As foon as they are near the bark,

they hold up their fkins upon the end of the oar, and at the fame time make a demand
of fo many knives, powder, ball, fufces, axes, kettles, kc. ; in fine, every one fliews

W'hat he has, and mentions what he experts in exchange: and fo when the bargain is

concluded, they deliver and receive their goods upon the end of a flick. As thefe

piuful fellows ufe the precaution of not going on board our boats, fo we take care not

to fuSer too great a number of canoes to furround us ; for they have carried off oftener

than once, fome of our fmall vcflels, at a time when our feamen were bufied in hauling

in the {kins, and delivering out the other goods. Here, we are obliged to be very

vigilant in the night-time, for they know how to make great floops, that will hold thirty

or forty men, and run as faft as the wind : and it is for this reafon that the Malouins,

who fifli for cod at Petit Nord, and the Spaniards who follow the fame fifliery at

Portochoua, are obliged to fit in long barks to fcour the coaft and purfue them ; for

almoft every year they furprize fome of the crew on fhore, and cut their throats, and

fometimes they carry oft' the veflel. We are aflured that their number of A-arriors, or

men that bear arms, amount to thirty thoufand ; but they are fuch cowardly fellows

that five hundred Cliftinos from Hudfon's bav, ufed to defeat five or fix thoufand of

them. They are poffeifed of a very large country, extending from over againflthe ifles

of Mingan to ?ludlbn's Streight. They crofs over to the ifland of Newfoundland
every day, at the {freight of Belle Ifle, which is not above feven leagues over ; but they

never comefo far as Placentia, for fear of meeting with other favages there.

Hudfon's Bay adjoins to this terra of Lambrador, and extends from the 52° 30' to

the fixty-third of latitude. The origin of its name was this Captain Henry Hudfon,

an Englifliman by birth, obtained a fliip from the Dutch, in order to trace a pa{l"age to

China through an imaginary {freight to the northward of North America. He had fir{l

formed a defign of going by the way of Nova Zembla; but upon feeing the memoirs of a

Danifli pilot, who was a friend of his, he dropped that thought. This pilot, namely,

Frederick Anfchild, had fet out fiom Norway, or Yflandia, fome years before, with a

defign to find out a pallage to Japan by Davis's Streight, which is the chimerical {freight

I fpoke of. The firft land he defcried was Savage Bay, feated on the north fide of the

terra of Labrador ; then fwecping along the coafl, he entered a {freight, which about

twenty or thirty years afterwards, was chriitened Hudfon's Streight. After that, fleer-

hig to the we{lward, he came upon fome coalls that run north and fouth ; upon which

he {food to the north, flattering himfelf with the hopes of finding an open palTage to

crofs the fea of JelTo ; but after failing to the latitude of the polar circle, and running

the rifk of peri{liing upon the ice, (I do not know how often,) without meeting with any

paffage or open fea, he rook up a refolution of turning back ; but the feafon was then

fo far advanced, and the ice fo covered up the furface of the water, that he was forced

to put into Hudfon's Bay, and winter there in a harbour, where feveral lavages furnifhed

his crew with provifions and excellent ikins. As foon as the fea was open, be returned

to Denmark. Now, Captain Hudfon being afterwards acquainted with this Dane,

X X 2 undertook
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undertook upon his journals to attempt a pafiage to Japan through the ftreight of

Davis ; but the enterprize failed, as well as that of one Button, and fome others. How-
ever, Iludfc a put into the bay that now goes by his name, where he received a great

quantity of ikms from the favages ; after that, he difcovered New Holland, which is

now called New York, and fome other countries retaining to New England : upon the

whole, it is not fair to call this ftreight and this bay by the name of Hudfon ; in regard

that the abovementioned Dane, Frederick Anfchild,was thefirit difcoverer of them : he

being the firft European that defcried the countries of North America, and chalked out

the way to the others. Upon this Hudfon's journals, the Englilh made feveral attempts

to fettle a conimcrce with the Americans. The great quantity of beaver-Ikins and other

furs that he purchafcd of the favages while he wintered in the bay, put the notion into

the heads of fome Englifli merchants, who thereupon formed a company for the carrying-

on of this new conmiercc. With this view, they fitted out fome fiiips under the com-

mand of Captain Nelfon, who lofL fome of them in the ice not far from the ftreight

having efcaped narrov.ly himfelf. However, he entered the bay, and placed himfelf at

the mouth of a great river, which rifes towards the lake of the Afimpouals, and falls

into the bay at a place where he built a redoubt, and mounted fome cannon upon it.

In the fpace of three or four years after the Englifh made fome other little forts near

that river, which proved a confi Jerable baulk to the commerce of the French, who found

that the favages who ufed to deal with them in furs on the north fide of the Upper Lake,

were not then to be feen.

It came to pafs in procefs of time, but how I cannot tell, that one Ratiflbn, and one

Grozileer, met, in that great lake, fome Cliftinos, who promifed to conduft them to

the bottom of the bay, where the Englith had not yet penetrated. In effed:, the

Cliftinos were as good as their word ; for they ftiewed them the place they fpoke of,

befides feveral other rivers upon which there was a fair profpecl of making fuch fettle-

ments as would carry on a great trade in fkins with feveral favage nations. Thefe two

Frenchmen returned to the Upper Lake, the fame way that they went, and from thence

made the beft of their way to Quebec, where they offered to the chief merchants of the

place, to carry fliips to Hudfon's Bay ; but their projeft was rejefted ; in fine, having

met with this repulfe, they went to France, in hopes cf a more favourable hearing at

court : but after the prefentipg of memorial upon memorial, and fpending a great deal

of money, they were treated as whimfical fellows. Upon that occafion the King of

England's ambaftador did not lofe the opportunity ofperfuading them to go to London,

where they met with fuch a favourable reception, that they got feveral (liips, which they

carried to the bay, not without difficulty, and built feveral forts in different places, that

did great fervice in promoting the commerce. Then the court of France repented,

though too late, that they did not give ear to their memorials ; and finding no other

remedy, refolvcd to diflodge the Englifti at any rate. In cftlct, they attacked them

vigoroiifly by feaand land, and difpoffeffcd them of all their forts, excepting Fort Nelfon,

where they could not expedt fuch an eafy conqucft. Some years after, the Engliih

refolved to ufe their utmoft efforts to retake thefe pofts; and their refolu'ion was

crowned with fuccefs, for they diflodged the French in their turn ; and at this day the

French are making preparations to repay them in their own coin.

That country is fo cold for feven or eight months of the year, that the fea freezes ten

feet deep, the trees and the very ftones fplit; thefnow is ten or twelve feetdeep upon the

ground, for above fix months of the year, and during that fcafon no body can ftir out

of doors, without running the ri(k of having their nofe, ears and feet mortified by the

cold. The paffagc from Europe to that country is fo diflicult and dngerous, by reaibn

7 of
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of the ice and the currents, that one mud be reduced to the lad degree of mifery, or be

blind to a foolifh height, that undertakes fuch a wretched voyage.

It is now time to pafs from Hudfon's Bay, to the Superior or Upper Lake. It is

eafier to make this voyage upon paper than to go actually through it ; for you muft

fail almofl: a hundred leagues up the river of Machakandibi, which is fo rapid and full of

cataracts, that a light canoe worked by fix watermen, ihall not fail them under thirty or

thirty-five days. At the head of this river we meet with a little lake of the fame name,
from whence we are obliged to a land-carriage of feven leagues, to get at the river of

Michipikoton, which we run down in ten or twelve days ; though at the fame time we
have feveral land-carriages upon it : for going down this river we pafs feveral catarads,

where we are obliged either to carry our canoes by land, or to drag them back again.

Thus we arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckoned to be five hundred leagues in

circumference, including the windings of the creeks and little gulphs. This little frefli-

water fea is calm enough from the beginning of May to the end of September. The
fouth fide is the fafefl for the canoes, by reafon of the many bays andj little rivers, where
one may put in, in cafe of a (form. There is no fettled favage nation upon the brinks of

the lake, that I know of. It is true indeed, that in fummer, feveral northern nations

come to hunt and fifli in thefe parts, and bring with them the beaver-fkins they have got

in the winter, in order to truck with the coureurs de bois, who do not fail to meet them
there every year. The places where the interview happens, are Bagouafch, Lemipifaki,

and Chagouamigon. It is fome years fince M. Dulhut built a fort of pales or ftakes

upon this lake, where he had large magazines of all forts of goods. That fort was
called Camaniftigoyan, and did confiderable diflervice to the Englifh fettlements in

Hudfon's Bay ; by reafon that it faved feveral nations the trouble of tranfporting their

fkins fo that bay. Upon that lake we find copper mines, the metal of which is fo fine

and plentiful, that there is not a feventh part loft from the ore. It has fome pretty large

iflands, which are replenifhed with elks and wildaffes ; but there isfcarce any that goes

to hunt upon them, by reafon of the danger of crofling over: in fine, this lake abounds

with fturgeons, trouts, and white fifli. The climate is almoft unfufferably cold for fix

months of the year; and the fnow joined to the froft, commonly freezes the water of the

lake for ten or twelve leagues over.

From the Superiour or Upper Lake, I fteered to that of Hurons, to which I allot four

hundred leagues in circumference. Now to make this lake, you mull fail down by
the fall called Saut St. Mary, which I defcribed in my fifteenth letter. This lake

is fituated in a fine climate, as you will perceive from the map. The* north fide of

it is beft for the navigation of canoes, by reafon of the frequency of iiles which
afford fhelter in bad weather. The fouth fide is pleafantcr and more convenient for the

hunting of deer, which are there very plentiful. The figure of this lake comes near

to an equilateral triangle. Of all i'^s ifles, that called Manitoualin is the moft con-

fiderable, being above twenty leagues long, and ten broad. In former times, the

Outaouas of the nations of Talon and Sable dwelt in it ; but the dread they were under
upon the account of the Iroquefe, obliged both them and their neighbours to retire to

Miffilimakinac. That part of the continent that faces this illand, is inhabited by the

Nockes and the Miffitagues, in two different villages which are twenty leagues diftant

the one from the other. Towards the eaft end of this illand, we fall in with the river

des Francois, which I took notice of in my fixteenth letter. It is as broad as tne

Seine is at Paris, and runs not above forty leagues in length from its fource in the

lake Nepicerini, to its mouth. To the north-weft of this river there lies the bay of

Toranto, which is twenty or fivc-and-twenty leagues long, and fifteen broad at its

moutha -
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mouth. This bay receives a river thnt fprings from a little lake of the fame name, and
form feveral cataracis that are equally impracticable both upon the alcent and defcent.

Upon the fide of this river yo\i will fee a man's head niarked in my map, which fignifies

a large village of the Hurons, that was deftroyed by the Iroquefc. You may go from
the fourceofthis river to the Lake Frontenac, by making a land-carriage to the river

ofTanaouate, that falls into that lake. Ujjon the fouth fide of the Bay of Toronto,

you fee the fort called Fort Suppofe, which 1 mentioned in my twenty-third letter, and
about thirty leagues to the fouthv.ard of that, you find the country of I'hoo-

nontate, which being formerly inhabitt'd by the Hurons, was entirely depopulated by
the Iroquefe. -

From thence I pafs directly to my fort, without amufing you with the d!fi*erent

landfcapes 1 met with in the fpace of thirty leagues. That fort I have fpoke fo often

of already, that without (lopping there, 1 fliall run directly to the Bay of Sakinac,

reckoning it needlefs at the hme time to take any notice of the many flielves and
rocks that lie hid under the water for tvifo leagues off the coaft. This bay is fixteen

or feventeen leagues long, and fix broad at its mouth ; in the middle of which we meet

with two little idands, that are very ferviceable to the paffengers ; for if it were not for

the conveniency of putting in there, they would be obliged for themofl: part, rather to

march quite round the bay, than to run the hazard of crofiing directly over in a canoe.

The river of Sakinac falls into the bottom of the bay. This river runs fixly leagues

in length, with a gentle current, having only three little catarafts that one may fhoot

without danger. It is as broad as the Seine is at Seve bridge. Once in two years the

Outaouas and the Hurons are wont to hunt great quantities of beavers upon the con-

fines of the river of Sakinac. Between the river 1 now fpeak of, and Millilimakinac,

we meet with no place that is worth our regard. As for MiiTilimakinac itfelf, I have

already imparted to you all that I can fay of that poit, which is of fo great importance

to our commerce, and at the fame time fent you a draught of it. 1 fliall therefore

purfue my courfe to the Lake Errie, remembering that I defcribed the lUinefe lake in

my fixteenth letter.

The lake Errie is juftly dignified with the iiluftrious name of Conti ; for affuredly it

is the fjneft lake upon earth. You may judge of the goodnefs of the climate, from the

latitudes of the countries that furround it. Its circumference extends to two hundred
and thirty leagues; but it affords every where fuch a charming profpeft, that its banks are

decked with cak-trecs, elms, chefnut-trees, walnut-trees, apple-trees, plum-trees, and
vines which bear their fine clufters up to the very top of the trees, upon a fort of

ground that lies as fmooth as one's hand. Such ornaments as thefe are fufficient to

give rife to the moft agreeable idea of a landfcape in the world. I cannot exprefs what
vaft quantities of deer and turkies are to be found in thefe woods, and in the vaft meads
that lie upon the fouth fide of the lake. At the bottom of the lake, we find wild

beeves upon the banks of two pleafant rivers that difembogue into It, without catarads

or rapid currents. It abounds with flurgeon and white fifli ; but trouts are very fcarce

in it, as well as the other fifli that we take in the lakes of Hurons and Illinefe. It is

clear of flielves, rocks, and banks of fand ; and has fourteen or fifteen fathom water.

The favagesaffure us, that it is never dillurbed with high winds, but in the months of

December, January, and February, and even then but feldoni, which indeed I am
very apt to believe, for we had but very few fl:ornis when I wintered in my fort in i68B,

though the fort lay open to the Lake of Hurons. The banks of this lake are commonly
frequented by none but warriors, whether the Iroquefe, the Illinefe, the Oumamis, &c.

and it is very dangerous to flop there. By this means it comes to pafs, that the flags,

roe-
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roe-bucks, and turkies run in great bodies up and down the fhore, all round the lake.

In former times the I'lrrieronons and the Andailogucronons, lived upon the confines of
the lake, but they were extirpated by the Iroquele, as well as the other nations marked
in the map.

Upon the north fide of the lake \vc defcry a point of land that flioots fifteen leagues

into the main j and about thirty leagues beyond that to the eaftward, we meet with a

fmall river that takes its rife near the Bay of Ganaraike, in the Lake of Frontenac
^

and would afford a fhort palVage from the one lake to the other, if it were not encum-
bered with cataracts. From thence to the {freight or mouth of the lake, you have
thirty leagues ; the ftreight being a league over, and fourteen leagues long. Upon
this ilreight you fee Fort Suppofc marked in the map, which is one of the forts that I

mentioned in my 23d letter. From that imaginary fort to the river of Condc, we have
twenty leagues.

The river of Condc runs fixty leagues in length without catarafts, if we may credit

the favagcs; who affured me, that one may go from its fource to another river that falls

into the fea, without any other land-carriage than one of a league in length, between
the river and the other. I faw only the mouth of the firft river, where our Outaouas
tried their limbs, as 1 told you in my fifteenth letter. The iilands that you fee marked
in the map at the bottom of the Lake Errie, are replenifhed with roe-bucks and with

fruit trees which nature has generoufly provided, in order to entertain the turkies,

pheafants, and deer with their fruit. In fine^ if there were a clear and free paffage for

velfels from Quebec to this lake, it might be made the fineft, the richefi:, and themofl
fertile kingdom in the world ; for over and above all the beauties I have mentioned,
there are excellent filver mines about twenty leagues up the country, upon a certaia

hill, from whence the favages brought us great lumps, that have yielded that precious

metal with little wafle.

From the Lake Errie, I fleer my courfe to that of Frontenac, which I could not

forbear to fpeak of in my feventh and feventeenth letters. This lake (as I intimated

above) is two hundred and eighty leagues in circumference, its figure is oval, and its

depth runs between twenty and twenty five fathom. On the fouth fide it receives feveral

little rive'-s, particularly thofe of the Tfonontouans, of the Onnontagues, and of the

Faniine ; on the north fide it is joined by the rivers of Ganarafke and of Teonontate^
Its fides are decked with tall trees, and the ground is indifferent even and level, for it

has no fteep coafls. On the north fide we meet with feveral little gulfs. You may go
from this lake to that of Hurons, by going up the river Tanaouate, from whence you
have a land-carriage of fix or eight leagues to the river of Toronto, which falls into it.

You may likewife have a paffage from the Lake of Frontenac, to that of Errie, through
the Bay of Ganarafke, by making a land-carriage from thence to a little river that is full

of catarafts. The villages of the Onnontagues, Tfonontouans, Goyogouans, and
Onnoyoutes, are not far diftant from the Lake of Frontenac. Thefe Iroquefe nations

are very advantageoufly feated. They have a pleafant and fertile country ; but they

want roe-bucks and turkies, as well as fi(h, of which their rivers are altogether deflitute,

infomuch that they are forced to fifh in the lake, and to broil or dry their fifh with a

fire, in order to keep them and tranfport them to their villages. They are in like

manner forced to range out of their own territories, in quefl: of beaver in the winter time,

either towards Ganarafke, or to the fides of the Lake of Toronto, or elfe towards the

great river of the Outaouas ; where it would be an eafy matter to cut all their throats,

by purfuing the courfe I laid down in my letters. I have already touched upon the

Forts of Frontenac and Niagara } as v/ell as upon the river of St. Lawrence, which here

8 takes
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takes leave of the lakes, and purfues a more compa£l courfe to Monreal and Quebec,

where its waters mingling with thofe of the fea become fo bracldfh that they are not

drinkable.

It remains only to give you a defcription of Acadia, and the ifland of Newfoundland,

tvhich are two countries that differ widely from one another. The coafl: of Acadia

extends from Kenebeki, one of the frontiers of New-England, to I'lfle Percee, near

the mouth of the river of St. Laurence. This fea-coaft runs almoft three hundred

leagues in length, and has upon it two great navigable bays, namely, the bay called

Francoife, and the bay des Chaleurs. It has a great many little rivers, the moulhs of

which are deep, and clean enough for the greateft fliips. Thefe rivers would aftbrd a

plentiful falmon-fifliery, if there was any body to undertake it ; and niofl: of them as

well as the gulphs that lie before them, furnifli fuch cods as we take at the ifle Percee.

For in the fummer time, that fort of filh make into the coaft in fiioals, efpecially about

the iflands of Cape Breton and of St. John. It is true, the latter has no harbours, and

the former has none that receive any vefTel above the burden of a bark ; but if thefe

two iflands were peopled, the inhabitants might fit out floops to manage the fifhery ;

and towards the latter end of Auguft, when the fifli are cured and ready, the fliips

might come to an anchor near the land, and fo take them in. Two gentlemen of the

name of Amour of Quebec, have a fettlement for beaver-hunting upon the river of

St. John ; which is a very pleafant river, and adorned with fields that are very fertile

in grain. It is navigable for twelve leagues up, from its mouth. Between the point

of Acadia, and the ifland of Cape Breton, there is a channel or (Ireight about two

leagues in breadth, which is deep enough to carry the greateft fhips in France. It is

called the Pafs des Canceaux, and would be much more frequented than it is, if the

merchantmen bound to Canada, would fet out from France about the 15th of March
;

for then they might pafs that way, being aflured of a clear paflage at all feafons

of the year, whereas the channel of Cape de Raye, is oftentimes covered with ice

in April : and by this contrivance, the fliips would arrive at Quebec in the beginning

of May.
"

Mofl; of the countries of Acadia abound with corn, peafe, fruit and pulfe ; and have

a plain diftinftion of the four feafons of the year, notvi-ithflianding that it is extremely

cold for three months in winter. Several places of Acadia afford mafts as ftrong as

thofe we have from Norway ; and if there were occafion, all forts of fliips might be

built there : for if you will believe the carpenters, the oak of that country is better than

ours in Europe. In a word, it is a very fine country ; the climate is indifferently tem-

perate, the air is pure and wholefome, the waters clear and light, and there is good
accommodation for hunting, fliooting and fifliing. The animals that we meet with

there mofl commonly are beavers, otters, and fea-calves, all of them being very

numerous. Thofe who love meat are indebted to the doctors, who perfuaded the popes

to metamorphole thefe terreftial animals into fifli ; for they are allowed to eat of them
without fcruple in the time of Lent. To be plain, the knowledge I have of that country

makes me forefee that the F.nglifli will be mafl:ers of it fome time or other. I could

give very plaufible rcafons for the prophecy. They have already begun to ruin the

commerce that the French had with the favages, and in a fhort time, they will compafs

its intire deflrudion. The French they will prize their goods too high, though they

are not fo good as ihofe of the Englifli ; and yet the Euglifh fell their commodities

cheaper. It were a pity that we fhould tamely leave to the Englifli a country, the

conqucfl: of which they have attempted fo often, in confidcration of our fir-trade anrd

cod-fifliing. It is inipoffible to hinder them to pofl'efs themf'clvcs of the fcttlements

upon
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upon the coaft of Acadia, by reafon that they lie at fuch a diftance from one another;

fo that they will certainly fucceed in fuch enterprizes, as indeed they have done
already. The French governors, they aft with the fame view as many of thofe who
are employed in ports beyond fea. I'hey look upon their place as a gold-mine given

them, in order to enrich themfelves ; fo that the publick good muft always march
behind private intcreft. M. de Meneval fuffered the Englifh to poffefs themfelves of
Port Royal, becaufe that place was covered with notliing but fingle pallifadoes.

But why was it not better fortified ? I can tell you the reafon ; he thought he had
time enough to fill his pockets before the Englifli would attack it. This governor
fucceeded to M. Pcrrot, who was broke with difgrace, for having made it his chief

bufinefs to enrich himfelf; and after returning to France, went back again with feveral

(liips laden with goods, in order to fet up for a private merchant in that country.

While M. Perrot was governor, he fuffered the Englifli to poffefs themfelves of
feveral advantageous polls, without offering to ftir. His chief bufinefs was to go in

barks from river to river, in order to traffic with the favages : and after he was dif-

graced, he was not contented with a commerce upon the coafls of Acadia, but would
needs extend it to the Englifli plantations ; but it cofl him dear, for fome pirates

fell in with him, and after feizing his barks, ducked himfelf, upon which he died

immediatelv.

The three principal favage nations that live upon the coafls of Acadia are the

Abenakis, the ]\likemak, and the Canibas. There are fome other erratic nations,

who go and come from Acadia to New England, and go by the names of Mahingans,

Soccokis, and Openango. The firft three (having fixed habitations) are entirely in

the interefts of the French ; and I mufl: fay, that in time of war they gall the Englifli

colonies with their incurfions fo much that we ought to take care to perpetuate a
good underfl,anding between them and us. The baron of Saint Cafteins, a gentleman

of Oleron in Beam, having lived among the Abenakis after the favage way, for above

twenty years, is fo much refpefted by the favages, that they look upon him as their

tutelar god. He was formerly an oflicer of the Carignan regiment in Canada ; and
upon the breaking of that regiment, threw himfelf among the lavages, whofe language

he had learned. He married among them after their fafhion, and preferred the forert;s

of Acadia to the Pyrensean mountains that encompafs the place of his nativity : for

the firlt years of his abode with the favages he behaved himfelf fo as to draw an

inexpreffible eftecm for them. They made him their great chief or leader, who is in

a manner the fovereign of the nation ; and by degrees he has worked himfelf into fuch

a fortune, which any man but he would have made ufe of, as to draw out of that country

above two or three hundred thoufand crowns, which he has now in his pocket, in good
dry gold. But all the ufe he makes of it is, to buy up goods for prefents to his fellow

favages, who. upon their return from hunting, prefent him with beaver-fliins to a

treble value. The governors-general of Canada keep in with him, and the governore

of New Encfland are afraid of him. He has feveral daughters, who are all of them
married very handfomely to Frenchmen, and had good dowries. He has never changed

his wife ; by which means he meant to give the favages to underrt:and, that God
does not love inconftant folks. It is faid, that he endeavoured to convert thefe poor

people, but^is endeavours proved fuccefslefs ; fo that it is in vain for the Jefuits to

preach up the truths of Chriilianity to them ; though after all, thefe good fathers are

not difcouraged ; nay, they think that the adminifl:ering of baptifm to a dying child

is worth ten times the paiios and uneafmefs of living among that people.

VOL. xiii. Y Y Port
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Port Royal, the capital or the only city of Acadia, is in effect no more than a little

paltry town, that is ibmewhat enlarged fuice the war broke out in 1689, by the

accellion of the inhabitants that lived near Bolton, the metropolitan of New England.

A great many of thefe people retired to Port Royal upon the apprehenfion that ths

Englifli would pillage them, and carry them into their country. M. de Meneval
furrendered this place to the Englilh, as I faid before ; he could not maintain fuch a

pod with the handful of men that he had, becaufe the pallifadoes were low, and out

of order. He made a capitulation with the commander of the party that made the

attack ; but the Englifli officer broke his word to him, and ufed him both ignominouily

and harfhly. Port Royal is feated in the latitude of 44 degrees and 40 minutes, upon
the edge of a very fine bafin, which is a league broad, and two leagues long, having at

the entry about fixteen or eighteen fathoms water on one fide, and fix or feven on the

other ; for you muft know that the ifland called I'lfle aux Chevres, which flands in

the middle, divides the channel into two. There is excellent anchorage all over the

bafin ; and at the bottom of it there is a cape or point of land that parts two rivers, at

which the tide rifes ten or twelve feet. Thefe rivers are bounded by pleafant meads,

which in fpring and autumn are covered with all ibrts of frefli water-fowl. In fine.

Port Royal is only a handful of houfes two ftory high, and has but few inhabitants of

any note. It fubfifis upon the traffick of the fkins which the favages bring thither to

truck for European goods. In former times the farmer's company had magazines ia

this place, which were under the care of the governors. I could eafily mention fome
of them, if I were not apprehenfive that thefe memoirs may be feen by others befides

yourfelf.

The ifland of Newfoundland is three hundred leagues in circumference. It lies at

the diflance of fix hundred and fifty leagues from France, and forty or fifty leagues from

the bank of the fame name. The fouth fide of the ifland belongs to the French, who
have feveral fettlements there for the filhing of cod. The ealt iule is inhabited by the

Englifli, who are poffeffed of feveral confiderable polls, fituated iu certain ports, bays,

and havens, which they have taken care to fortify. The weft ol the ifland is walte, and

it was never yetpoflefled. The ifland is of a triangular figure, and is full of mountains

and impracticable forelts. It has fome great meadows, or rather heaths, which are

covered with a fort of mofs inflead of grafs. The foil of this country is good for nothing,

as being a mixture of gravel, fand and Hones ; fo that the fifliery was the oiily motive

that induced the French and the Englilh to fettle there. It affords great Itore of game,
water-fowl, partridges and hares ; but as for the flags, it is almofl impoffible to come at

them, by reafon that the mountains are fo high, and the woods fo thick. In this ifland,

as well as in that of Cape Breton, we find porphyry of feveral colours ; and care has

been taken to fend to France fome pieces of it for a pattern, which were found to be very

pretty, only they were hard to cut. I have feen fome of them that were red flreaked

with green, and fecmed to be extremely fine ; but the m.ifchief is, it fpliis fo when
it is taken out of the quarries, that it cannot be made ufe of, but by way of
incrufl;ation.

This ifland of Cape Breton affords likewife black marble, or a fort of brefche with

grey veins, which is hard and not eafily poliflied. This (tone is apt to fplit, for it is not

equally hard, arid it has knnrs in it. There are no fettled favages in the iflalid of New-
foundland. It is true, the Elkimaux do fometimes crofs over to it at the ftreight of
Belle Ifle in great floops, with intent to futprife the crew of the filhermen upon the

coafl; called Petit Nord. Our fettlements are at Placentia, at the ifland of St. Peter, and
in
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in the bay of Trepaffcz. From Caps Rafe to Chapcau Rouge the coafl is very

clean, but from Chapcau Rouge to Cape Raye the racks render it dangerous.

There are two confiderable inconveniences, that attend the landing upon this

ifland. In the firil place, the fogs are here fo thick in the fummer, for twenty

leagues off into the main, that the ablefl and mofl; expert failor dare not ftand into the

land while they laft ; fo that all fliips are obliged to lie by for a clear day, in order to

make the land. The fecond inconveniency, which is yet greater, proceeds from

the currents which run to and again, without any perceivable variation, bv which means
the fhips are foiuetimes drove in upon the coaft, when they reckon upon ten leagues

offing. But, which is woril cf all, the infcnfible motion of the rolling waves throws

them infenfibly upon the rocks, which they cannot poffibly avoid, for want of ground

to anchor upon. It was by this means that the King's fhip, the Pretty, was loft in 1692,
as well as a great many others upon feveral occafions.

Of all our fettlements in North America Placentia is the poll of the greateft import-

ance and fervice to the King, in regard that it is a place of refuge to the fliips that are

obliged to put into a harbour, when they go or come from Canada, and even to thofe

which come from South America, w hen they want to take in frefii water or provifions,

and have fprung their mafts, or been damaged in a ftorm. This place is fuuated in the

latiude of 47 degrees and fome minutes, almoft at the bottom of the bay that goes by the

fame name. The bay is ten or twelve leagues broad, and twenty odd leagues long. The
fort ftands upon the fide of a neck or narrow ftreight, v/hich is fixty paces over and fix

fathoms water deep. The fliips that enter into the port are obliged to graze (fo to

fpeak).upon the angle of the baftions. The port or harbour is a league long, and a

quarter of a league over: before the port there is a large, fine road, which is a league

and a half wide : but lies fo bleak to the north-weft and weft-north-weft winds, the

flrongeft and moft boifterous w^inds that are, that neither cables nor anchors, nor large

ftout fliips can withftand their furious fliocks ; though indeed thefe violent ftorms

feldom happen but in the latter end of autumn. The fame year that the Pretty was loft,

the King loft another of 6g guns, called the Good, in this road ; and if the four or five

other fliips that belong to the fame iquadron, had not taken the precaution of fteer-

ing into the port, they had certainly underwent the fame fate. This road then which is

only expofed to the north-weft and weft-north-weft winds, has fome hidden rocks on
the north fide, befides thofe at Point \'erte, where feveral of the inhabitants are wont
to fifli. All thefe things you may fee plainly upon the plan that I fent you along with

my 23d letter.

Commonly there comes thirty or forty fliips from France to Placentia every year,

and fometimes fixty. Some come with intent to fifli, and others have no other defign

than to truck with tiie inhabitants, who live in the fummer-timeon the other fide of the

fort. The ground upon which their houfes ftand, is called La grand Grave, for in

eGe£t they have nothing but gravel to fpread their cod-fi(h upon, in order to have them
dried by the fun after they are falted. The inhabitants and the French fifliermen fend

their floops every day two leagues off the port to purfue the fifliery ; and fometimes

the floops return fo over-loaded, that they are in a manner buried in the water. You
cannot imagine how deep they fink, and it is impoffible you fliould believe it unlefs you
faw it. The fifliery commences in the beginning of June, and is at an end about the

middle of Auguft. In the harbour they catch a little fort of a fifli, which they put upon
their hooks as a bait for the cod. *

Placentia is in great want of gravel, which occafions the thinnefs of the inhabitants.

If the governors preferred the King's fervice to avarice they might make it a con-

y Y 2 fiderable
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fiderable poft, and.a great many would make gravel-walks at their own charge ; but as

long as the governors prey upon the fortunes of private men under the fair pretence of

the King's fervice, which is always in their mouths, 1 cannot fee that this fcttlement

v\ill ever be enlarged or iinproved. Does not the governor difgrace his Prince, and

fmk the charafter of his poft:, in turning fifherman, merchant, vintner, and ailing in tha

way of a thoufand meaner and more mechanical trades ? Is not this a piece of tyranny ?

To force the inhabitants to buy what goods they want out of fuch and fuch a fliip, and

to fell their cod to fuch other fliips as the governor is interefted in, and that as a princi-

pal owner ; to appropriate to himfelf the rigging and tackle of the fhips that are call

away upon the coaft, to ftop the crew of merchantmen for his own filhery, to fell

habitations or fettlenients, to iiifle tiie bidding up for etfeGts fold by way of audion that

he may ingrofs them by his fole authority, to change the provifions laid up in magazines

for his Majefty's troops, to carry off' the good bifcuit and put bad in the room of it,

to make fo much beef and bacon for the fubfiftence of the garrifon, to force the inha-

bitants to fend their fervants and carpenters to fome work in which his Majefty's

fervice is lefs concerned than his own pocket : thefe, I fay, are things that I take to be

plain infractions of the orders iffued forth by Lewis the XIV. ; thefe are abufes that

mufl:be redrelTed, if we would have the King to be well ferved : and yet there is nothing

done in it. For my part, I am unacquainted with the reafon of the delay ; thofe that

have a mind to know had befl: afk the deputies of Monfieur de P ***. I am fully per-

fuaded, that all thefe piracies do not come to the King's ears, for he is too jufl: to fuffer

them.
^

,

To conclude, Placentia bearsneither corn, nor rye, nor peafe, forthe foil is good for

nothing ; not to mention, that if it were as good and as fertile as any in Canada, yet

nobody would give themfelves the trouble to cultivate it ; for one man earns more in

cod-fifhing in one fummer than ten would do in the way of agriculture. In the great

bay of Placentia there are fome little harbours, (befides that of the fort) which th^

Bifcay fidierm^n refort to. Such are the little and the great Burin, St. Laurence,

Martir, Chapeau Rouge, &c.

The Abenakis.

The iVlicmac.

The Canibas.

A Lijiofthe Savage Nations of Canada.

Thofe in Acadia.

Tliefe are all of them good warriors : they are more aftive and

The Mahingans.
J>

lefs cruel than the Iroquefe. Their language differs a little

The Openangos.

The Soccokis.

The Etechemins.

from that of the Algonkins,

The Nations that lie upon the River of St. Laurence, fro?n the Sea to MonreaU

The Papinachois. ~)

'J'he Mountaneers. > Thefe fpcak the Algonkin language.

The Gafpefians. j
The Hurons of Loreto, the Iroquefe tongue.

The Abenakis of Scillcri. ? r,., ., i- ,

The Algonkins. ] ^ ^^ ^'S^'^^'^ '^"S^'Se-

The



MEMOIRS OF NORTH AMERICA. 349

The Agnies of the fall called Saut St. Louis ; they fpeak the Iroquefe language, and
are good warriors.

The Iroquefe of the mountain of Monreal j they fpeak the Iroquefe language, and
are a brave people.

Thofe upon the Lake of Hurons.

The Hurons, the Iroquefe language.

The Outaouas. 1
The Nockes. I

The Miffifagues. (The Algonkin language.

The Attikamek.
J

The Outekipoues, alias Sauteurs
;
good warriors.

Upon the JUinefe Lake, and the adjacent Country.

Some Illinefe at Chegakou. "]

The Oumamis; good warriors.

The Mafkoutens.

The Kikapous
;
good warriors.

The Outagamis; good warriors.

The Malomimis.

The Ponteouatamis.

The Ojatinons
; good warriors.

The Sakis.

They fpeak the Algonkin language, and are 3
fprightly active fort of people.

hi the Neighbourhood of the Lake of Frontenac.

The Tfonontouans. ^
The Goyoguans. > Thefe fpeak a different language from the Algonkin.
The Onnotagues. )
The Onnoyoutes and Agnies, at a fmall diftance.

Near the River of the Outaous.

The Tabitibi. ")

The Monzoni.

The Machakandibi.

The Nopenien d'Achirini.

The Nepifirini.

The Temifkamink.

^They fpeak the Algonkin language, and all of them
are very cowardly.

To the North of Miffifipi^ and upon the Confines of the Upper Lake^ and Hudfon's Bay,

The Nadoueffis. "j

The Affimpouals. I

The Sonkalkitons. ^Thefe fpeak Algonkin.

The Ouadbatons.
j

The Atintons. J
The
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The Cliflinos; brave warriors
^

and aftive brifk men. > Thefe fpeak Algonkln,

The Ekiniaux. )

A Liji of the Animals ofthe South Countries ofCanada.

Wild beeves.

Little flags or harts.

Roebucks of three different fpecies.i •

Wolves, fuch as we have in Europe. *

Lynxs, fuch as we have in Europe.

Michibichi, a fort of baflard tyger.

lerrets, ? fuch as we have in Europe.
Weafels, 3
Afli-coloured fqiurrels.

Hares, ^
Rabbits, >- fuch as we have in Europe.

Badgers, j
White beavers, very fcarce.

Reddifh bears.

Mufk rats.

Reddifh foxes, as in Europe.

Crocodiles in the Miflifipi.

OfTa, an animal like a hare, upon the Miffifipi.

A LiJl of the Animals of the North Countries ofCanada,

Orignals or elks.

Caribous or wild AfTes.

Black foxes.

Silver-coloured foxes.

A fort of wild-cats, called enfans du diable, or the devil's children.

Carcaious, an animal not unlike a badger.

Porcupines.

Fontereaux) an amphibious fort of little pole-cats.

Martins.

Pole-cats, fuch as wc have in Europe.

Black bears.

White bears.

Siffleurs, an animal that makes a whizzing noife.

Flying fquirrels.

White hares.

Beavers.

Otters.

Mufk-rats.

Suiffe fquirrels, or a fort of fquirrels whofe hair rcfemblcs a SuilTe's doublet.

Great harts.

Sea-wolves or calves.

A DefcHptioH
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A Defcripiion offuch Animals or Beajls as are not mentioned in the Letters.*

THE Mkhibichi is a fort of tiger, only it is lefs than the common tiger, and
not fo much fpeckled. As foon as it defcries a man, it runs away, and climbs up
the firil tree it meets \\^th. It attacks all brute animals whatfoever, and conquers

them with cafe ; and, which is very fingular and peculiar to it above all other ani-

mals, it rijns in to the affidance of the favages, when they purfue bears and wild

beeves ; upon fuch occafions it makes as if it were afraid of nobody, and fallies out

with fury upon the hunted animal. The favages call thefe animals fort of mauitous,

that is, fpirits that love men ; and it is upon that fcore they efteem and refpe6l them
to fuch a degree that they would choofe rather to die than to kill one of them.

The white beavers are much valued upon the account of their being uncommon,
though, at the fame time, their hair is neither fo large nor fo fine as that of the com-
mon oeavers. As there are but few of thefe white beavers, fo thofe which are quite

black are very fcarce.

Thereddifh bears are mifchievous creatures, for they fall fiercely upon the huntfmen,

whereas the black ones fly from them. The former fort are lefs, and more nimble

than the latter.

The crocodiles of MifTifipi are exactly the fame with thofe of the Nile and other

places. I have feen that crocodile that is at Engolifma in Aquitaine, and find that it

has the fame figure with thefe, only it is foraewhat lefs. The moll ufual method that

the favages have for taldng them alive is to throw great wreaths or cords made of the

bark of trees with a running-knot upon their neck, the middle of their body, their

paws, &;c. After they are thus feized, they fnut them up between ten or twelve (takes,

and there tie them after their belly is turned upwards. While they lie in this pofture

they flay them without touching their head or their tail, and give them a coat of fir-

bark, to which they fet fire, having cut the ropes that kept them faft. Upon fuch

occafions thefe animals make a fearful howling and crying. To conclude, the favages

are frequently fvvallowed up by thefe creatures, whether in fwimming over a river^ or

in fleeping upon its banks. Ariolto in the 63th diapafon of his 15th fong, gives this

defcription of a crocodile:

Vive fiib lito e dcntro a la Riviera,

lii Corpi Umaiii foil le fiie vivaiide,

De le peifone niifere c iiicavite,

Di viandaiui e d'intelice naute.

That is, it lives both in the river and upon its banks ; it fquafhes people with its

murdering tooth ; it feeds upon the bodies of poor travellers, of unfortunate pafTengers

and failors.

The ofla are little animals like hares, and refemble them in every'*thing excepting

the ears and hind-feet. They run, and cannot climb. Their females have a bag under
their belly, where their young ones enter upon a purfuit, in order to fave themfelves

along with the mother, who immediately betakes herfelf to flight.

* The animals of the fouth countries.

8 The
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The filver-coloured foxes* are of the fame fliape with thofe of Europe, as well as

the black ones. I'he black ones are very fcarce, and whoever catches one, is fure to

fell it for its weight in gold. This fpecics is met with only in the coldelt countiies.

The white bears are a monftrous animal, and extraordinary long ; their head has a

formidable afpeft, and their hair is very large and thick ; they are fo fierce, that they

will come and attack a floop in the fea, with feven or eight men in it. It is faid, that

they will f\\ im fix or feven leagues without being tired. They live upon fifli and fliell

upon the fea-fhore, from whence they feldom ftr^ggle far. I never faw but one of

them in my life-time, which had certainly torn me to pieces if I had not Ipied it at a

diflance, and fo had time to run back for fhelter to Fort Lewis at Placentia.

The fl)*Ing-fquirrels are as big as a large rat, and of a greyifli white colour. They
are as drowfy as ihofe of the other fpecies are watchful. They are called flying-fquir-

rels, in regard that they fly from one tree to another, by the means of a certain Ikin

which ftretches itfelf out in the form of a wing when they make thefe little flights.

The white hares are only fuch in \\ inter, for as foon as the fpring conies on, they

begin to turn greyifh, and by degrees recover the fame colour as our hares-have in

France, which they hold till the end of autumn.
The Suifie fquirrels are little animals, refembling little rats. The epithet of Suifle

Is bellowed upon them, in regard that the 4iair which covers their body is flreaked

with black and white, and refembles a Suifl'e's doublet ; and that thefe ftreaks make a

ring on each thigh, which bears a great deal of refemblance to a Suifle's cap.

The large flags are neither larger nor thicker than thofe we have in Europe ; but

they are called large in proportion to two other fpecies of harts that frequent the fouth-

ern countries. The Iclfer fort affords the moll: delicious meat.

The fea-wolves, which fome call fea-calves, are as big as niaflifi"s. They are alniod

always in the water, or at leaft they never go far from the fea-fide. Thefe animals

do not walk fo much as they crawl, for when they raife thcmfelves out of the water,

they only creep upon the fand or clay. Their head has the form .of an otter's head,

and their feet, which have no legs, refemble thofe of a goofe. The female kind bring

forth their young ones upon the rocks, or upon fome little iflands, juft by the fea.

The fea-wolves live upon fifli, and refort to cold countries. There is a prodigious

number of them about the mouth of the river of St. Lawrence.
As for the remaining animals of Canada, I gave you an account of them in my let-

ters. I will not offer to {hew you what methods the favages take to catch or kill all

thefe animals, for fuch an undertaking would be endlcfs. This I can aflure you of in

the general, that they rarely go a hunting to no purpofe, and that they make no ufe

of their dogs but in the hunting of elks, and fomctimes in hunting of beavers,

as you (hall fee under the head of the diverfions of hunting and fliooting among the

lavages.

yl Li/I of the Fowl or Birds thatfrequent the South Countries of Canada.

Vultures.

Huards, a river-fowl as big as a goofe.

Swans, '^

Black gcefe, > fuch as we have in Europe.
Black ducks, j

• The animals or beads of the north countries

riungeons.
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„ S J c fucjj as we have in Europe.

Rayles,

Turkeys.

Red partridges.

Pheafants.

Large eagles.

Cranes, y
Blackbirds, > fuch as we have in Europe.

Thruflics, 3
Wood-pigeons.

Parrots. «

avens, /
j-^^j^ ^^ ^^^^ j^^^^ j^^ Europe.

Swallows, 3
^

Several forts of birds of prey that are not known in Europe.

Nightingales unknown in Europe, as well as feveral other little birds of difterent

colours, particularly that called oifeau mouche, a very little bird refembling a fly } and

great quantities of pelicans.

The Birds cf the North Countries of Canada,

Buftards, ) r i i • t-

White greefe, i"
^"^'' ^' ^''^ '^^'''^ *" E^rope.

Ducks, often or twelve forts.

Teals.

Sea-mews.

Grelans.

Sterlets.

Sea-parrots.

Moyacks.
Cormorants,

Heath-cocks,

Snipes,

Plungeons,

Plovers,

Lapwings,

Herns,

Courbeicu?,

The water-

fowl called

Chevalier,
_

Bateurs de Faux, a fowl as big as a quail,

White partridges.

Large black partridges.

Rcddifli partridges. ,

Wood hens.

Turtle doves.

White ortolans, a bird no bigger than a lark.

VOL. XII 7-7. Sterlings.

^fuch as we have in Europe.
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Sterlings, J
^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ -^^ Europe.

Ravens, 3
Vultures.

Spar-hawks,
")

Merlins, V like ours in Europe.

Swallows, J
Bees de Scie, a fort of a duck.

J Table of the hifecls that arefound in Canada.

Adders.

Afps.

Rattlc-fnakes.

Lowing frogs.

Gnats, or midges.

Gad-bees.

Brulots, or burning hand-worms.

A Defcription offuch Birds as are not accounted for in my Letters.

THE huards * are a frelh-water fowl as big as a goofe, and as dull and heavy

as an afs. They have black and white feathers, a pointed beak, and a very (hort

neck. They only duck or dive in the fummer, for they cannot ufe their wings ; and

in that feafon the favages take the diverfion of furrounding them with feven or eight

canoes, difperfed here and there, and fo obliging them to dive down, when they offer

to come up to take breath. The favages have entertained me feveral times with this

agreeable amufement, during the courfe of the voyages I made with them.

The red partridges are wild and little, and much different from the red partridge

we have in Europe, as well as the pheafant, whofe feathers being of a white colour

with black fpecks, make a very agreeable diverfity.

The largell eagles we find in this country are no bigger than fwans. Their head

and their tail is white, and they have frequent engagements with a fort of vultures,

that commonly have the better of it. In our voyages we had frequent occafions of
feeing thefe engagements, which laft as long as the eagle can keep up the force of its

wings.

The parrots are met with in the Ilinefe country, and upon the river of Miffifipi.

They are very fmall, and are the fame with thofc that wc bring from Brazil and
Cayenne.

That fort of nightingale that I faw is of a peculiar form ; for it is of a leffcr fize than

the European, and of a bluifii colour, and its notes are more divcrfified ; befides, that

it lodges in the holes of trees, and four or five of them do commonly keep together

upon the thickeft trees, and with joint notes warble over their fongs.

The ilylike bird is no bigger than one's thumb, and the colour of its feathers is fo

changeable, that it is hard to faften any one colour upon it. 'I'hey appear Ibmetimes

red, fometimes of a gold colour, at other times they are blue and red ; and properly

fpeaking, it is only the brightnefs of the fun that makes us infenfible of the change of

its gold and red colours. Its beak is as fliarp as a needle. It flies from flower to

• The fowl or birds of the Soutli«rn Countn'ei.

7 flower.
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flower, like a bee, and by its fluttering fucks the flowery fap. Sometimes about noon
it pitches upon the little branches of plum-trees or cherry-trees. I have fent fome

of them dead to France, it being impoflible to keep them alive } and they were looked

upon as a great curiofity.

There are ten or twelve forts of ducks * in this country. Thofe called branchus,

are the fmallefl indeed, but they are much the prettiefl. The feathers upon their

neck look fo bright, by virtue of the variety and livelinefs of their colours, that a

fur of that nature would be invaluable in Mufcovy or Turkey. They owe the name
of branchus to their refting upon the branches of trees. There is another fpecies of

ducks in this country, that ai-e as black as jackdav?s, only their beak and the circle of

their eyes are red.

The fea-mews, grelans and flerlets, are fowls that fly incelTantly over feas, lakes,

and rivers, in order to catch little fifh. Their f^efli is good for nothing, befides that,

they have no fubflance of body, though they feem to be as big as pigeons.

The fea-parrots bear the name of parrots, upon the account that their beak is of the

fame form with that of the land -parrot. They never quit the fea or the fhore ; and

are always flying upon the furface of the water, in quell of little fifli. Their colour is

black, and their fize is much the fame with that of a pullet. There are great num-
bers of them upon the bank of Newfoundland, and near the coafl: of . the ifland,

which the feamen catch with hooks covered with a cod's roe, and hung over the prow
of the (hip.

The moyacks are a fort of fowl, as big as a goofe, having a fiiort neck, and a

broad foot ; and which is very flrange, their eggs are half as big again as a fwan's,

and yet they are all yolk, and that fo thick, that they muft be diluted with water before

they can be ufed in pancakes.

The white partridges are as big as our red partridges. Their feet are covered with

fuch a thick down that they refemble thofe of a young rabbit. They are only feen in

the winter time, and fome years they are fcarce feen at all ; though on the other hand,

in other years they are fo plentiful, that you may buy a dozen for ninepence. This

is the moft flupid animal in the world ; it fits upon the fnow, and fuffers itfelf to be

knocked on the head with a pole, without offering to flir. I am of the opinion, that

this unaccountable numbnefs is occafioned by its long flight from Greenland to Canada.

This conjecture is not altogether groundlefs, for it is obferved, that they never come in

flocks to Canada, but after the continuance of a north or north-eafl wind.

The black partridges are truly very pretty. They are bigger than ours ; and their

beak, together with the circle of the eyes and the feet, are red ; their plumage being

of a fhining black colour. Thefe animals are very proud, and feem to have a fenfe of

their beauty as they walk. They are but very uncommon, as well as the reddilh

partridges, which refemble quails in their bulk and brifknefs.

The white ortolans are only met with in winter ; but I am of the opinion, that their

feathers are naturally of a white colour, and that they retrieve their natural colour in

the places they retire to, when they difappear in Canada. They are indifferent good

to eat when they are fat, but that they feldom are. In the winter great quantities of

them are catched about the barns, with nets ftretched out upon the llraw.

* The birds of the Northern Countries.

z z 2 A Defcription
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A Dcfcription of the hifeds of Canada.

THE adders of Canada do no harm at all. The afps indeed are very dangerous,

when'the people bathe in the ftagnating water towards the fouth countries. The rattle-

fnake or founding ferpent is fo called, in regard that at the extremity of its tail it has a

fort of a cafe, containing certain bones which make fuch a noife when the ferpent

creeps along, that it is heard thirty paces oil". Thefe ferpents betake themfelves to

ilitrht when they hear the found of men's feet, and commonly fleep in the fun either

in green fields, or open woods. They never fting but when they are trod upon.

The lowing-frogs are fo called with refpedt to their croaking, which founds like the

lowing of an ox. Thefe frogs are twice as large as thofe we have in Europe. The
Canada gad-bees are a fort of flies about twice as big as bees, but of the fame form

with a common fly. They fting only between noon and three o'clock in the after-

noon ; but then they do it fo violently that they fetch blood. However it is only upon

certain rivers that they are met with.

The brulots are a fort of hand-worms, which cleave fo hard to the Ikin, that their

pricking occafions the fame fenfe, as if it were a burning coal, or a fpark of fire.

Thefe little animals are imperceivable, though at the fame time they are pretty

numerous.

The Names of the FiJIj in the River of St. Lawrence, from its Mouth to the Lakes of
Canada.

Balenots, or little whales. Plaices

A fifh almoft as b'g as a whale, called Smelts.

fouffleur. Turbots.

White porpoifes. Pikes.

Salmon, fuch as we have in Europe. The gold-coloured fifii.

Eels. Roaches.

Macrel, as in Europe. .
Lampreys.

Herrings. Merles, or fea-tench.

Gafperots, afmall fiflilike a herring. Thornbacks.

Bafcs. Cungars.

Shad-fifh. iiea-cows, a kind of porpoifes.

Cod-fifh.

The Shell FiJJj.

Little lobfters. Cockles.

Crab-fifh. Mufcles.

The Fijb that arefound in the Lakes of Canada^ and in the Rivers that fall into thcnv

Sturgeons. Eels.

The armed fifh. Mullets.

Trouts. Carp.

White-fifli
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White-fini. Gull-fifh.

A fort of herrings. Gudgeons.

The Fiji} found in the River of Mijifipi.

Pikes, fuch as we have in Europe. Tench.
Carps. Perches.

Dabs, and feveral others that are not known in Europe.

A Defcription of the FiJIi that are not mentioned in the Letters.

THE balenot * is a fort of a whale, only it is lefs and more flefliy, and does not yield

oil in proportion to the northern whales. This fifh goes fifty or llxty leagues up the

river.

The fouffleurs are much of the fame fize, only they are fiiorter and blacker. When
they mean to take breath after diving, they fquirt out the water through a hole behind

their head after the fame manner with the whales. Commonly, they doge the fnips in

the river of St. Lawrence.

The white porpoifes are as big as oxen. They always go along with the current ;

and go up with the tide till they come at frefli water, upon which they retire with the

ebb water. They are a ghaflly fort of animals,, and are frequently taken before

Quebec. ^
The gafperots are a fmall fifli, not unlike a herring. In the fummer time they make

into the (hore in fuch fhoals, that the cod-fifhers take as many of them as ferves for bait

for that fifliery. Thefe fifliermen do likewife make ufe of herrings, v;hen the feafon

obliges them to put into the fhore to f awn. In a word, all the fifh that are made ufe

of for a bait to make the codfifli bite at the hook, are called boete in the fifliermen's

dialecl.

The gold-coloured fi/li are nice food. They are about fifteen inches long ; their

fcales are yellow, and they are valued very high.

The fea-cows, which are a fort of porpoifes, are bigger than the Normandy beeves.

They have a fort of paws cut like a goofe's foot, their head refembles that of an otter;

and their teeth, which are two inches thick, and nine inches Jong, are reckoned the

fineft ivory that is. It is faid that they range wide of the fhore, towards fandy and
marlhy places.

. The lobllers of this river feem to be exaftly the fame with thofe we have in Europe.

The cockles are of a piece with thofe we have upon the coaft of France, excepting

that they are larger, and have a more agreeable tafte, though their flefh feems to par-

take more of crudity and indigeftion.

The mufcles of this river are prodigious large, and tafte very well ; but it is next to

an irapollibility to eat them without breaking one's teeth, by reafon of their being fluffed

with pearl ; I call it pearl, though the name of gravel or fand may be more proper,

with refpeft to its value, for I brought to Paris fifty or fixty of the largefl and finefl,

which were rated only at a penny a-picce ; notwithflanding that we had broke above

two thoufand mufcles to make up that number.
The lake-flurgeons are commonly five or fix foot long ; but I once faw one of ten

foot, and another of twelve in length. The favages catch them with nets in the

• Thofe between the mouth of the river and the lakes.

winter..



org MEMOIRS OF NORTH AMERICA.

Avinter, and grapples in the fummcr. It isfaid, they have a certain fort of flefh about their

head, that tafles Hke beef, mutton, and veal ; but I have eat of it feveral times, and

never could obferve any fuch thing ; which makes me look upon the allegation as

chimerical.

The fi(li-in-armour is about three foot and a half long. It is defended by fuch

flron"- and hard fcales, that it is impoffible for any other fifh to hurt it. Its enemies

are trouts and roaches, but It is admirably well provided for the repulfing of their

attacks, by virtue of its pointed fnout, which is a foot long, and as hard as its fldn.

It eats vei7 well, and its flelh orfubftance is as firm as it is white.

The lake dabs or fandings are not above a foot long, but they ar^ very thick all

over. They are called barbues in French, which an allufion to a certain fort of beards

that hang down from the fide of their muzzle, and are as big as ears of corn. Thofe

which we find in the river of Mifiifipi are 6f a monflrous fize. Both the one

and the other are catched with a hook, as well as with a net j and make very good

victuals.

The Miilifipi carps are likewife of an extraordinary fize, and admirably well tafted.

Thev are of the fame form with ours. In the autumn they put in towards the fhore,

and are eafily catched with a net.

The largeft trouts we meet with in the lakes are five foot and a half long, and of

one foot diameter. Their flefh is red, and they are catched with great hooks made

faft to pieces of wire.

Tlic filh catched in the lakes are better than thofe we take at fea, or in the rivers,

particularly the white fifli, which, for gocdnefs and nice eating, are far beyond all the

other fpecies. The favages that live upon the fides of thofe little frefli-water feas,

prefer the broth of fifli, to meat-broth, when they are indifpofed. This choice they

o-round upon experience ; whereas the French, on the other hand, find that venifon

broth is at once more fubftantial and reftorative.

The rivers of Canada are repleniflied with an infinity of other fifhes, that are not

known in Europe. The fifli catched in the north country rivers are diflercnt from

thofe of the fouth ; and thofe taken in the Long river, which difembogues into the

river of Mifiifipi, favour fo rank of mud and clay, that it is impoffible to eat of them ;

abating for a fort of little trouts that the favages take in the adjacent lakes, which make

a tolerable mefs.

The rivers of the Otentats and the Miflburis produce fuch odd fliaped fiflies that

it is impofllble to defcribe them without they were drawn upon paper. Thefc fiflies

tafte but forrily, and yet the favages love it mightily, which I take to proceed from their

knowing no better.

The Trees and Fruits ofthe South Countries of Canada.

Boech trees. 1 r -i \. • t Plum-trees.

Red oak! \
^"""^ ^' ""' ^''' '" ^""""P'' Cherry-trees.

Bitter cherry-trees. Hazel-trees, fuch as we have in Europe.

Afti-treos. .

^ Vjnes.

Elms, ? r 1. u • -r r,« •'^ ^'^'t of citrons.

Lind'n-trees, i
^"^^ ^' ^^ ^''' '° ^"^"P"' Water melons.

Nut-trees of two forts. Sweet citruls.

Chefnut-trees. Wild goofebcrries.

Apple-trees.
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Apple-trees. Pine-apples.

I'ear-trees. Tobacco, fuch as our Spanlfh tobacco.

The Trees and Fruits of the North Countries of Canada.

White oak. Cedar-trees.

Red oak. Afpin-trees.

Birch-trees. White wood.

Bitter cherry-trees. Alder-trees.

Map pie-trees. Maiden-hair.

Pine-trees. Strawberries.

Epinettes. Rafpberries.

Fir-trees of three forts. Goofeberries.

Peruifes. Bluets.

A Dcfcription of the above-me7itioned Trees and Fruits.

YOU muft remark, that all the wood of Canada is good of its kind. The trees

that ftand expofed to the north winds are apt to be influenced by thefroft, as it appears

from the chops and chinks that it occafions.

The bitter cherry-tree has a hard and whitifli wood with a grey bark. Some of

them are as tall as the loftieft oaks, and as big as a hogfhead. This tree grows ftraight
j

it has an oval leaf, and is ma .e ufe of in beams, rafters, and other carpenter's work.
The mapple-tree is much of the fame height and bulk ; but it has a brown bark,

and the wood is reddilh. It bears no refemblance to that fort we have in Europe. It

yields a fap, which has a much pleafanter tafte than the beft lemonade or cherry-water,

and makes the wholfomeft drink in the world. This liquor is di-awn by cutting the

tree two inches deep in the wood, the cut being run floping to the length of ten or
twelve inches ; at the lower end of this galh, a knife is thrufl into the tree Ilopingly,

fo that the water running along the cut or gafli, as through a gutter, and falling upon
the knife^hat hes acrofs the channel, runs out upon the knife, which has veflels placed

underneatn to receive it. Some trees will yield five or fix bottles of this water a day

;

and fome inhabitants of Canada might draw twenty hogflieads of it in one day, if they

would thus cut and notch all the mapples of their refpetlive plantations. The gafh does

no harm to the tree. Of this fap they make fugar and fyrup, which is fo valuable,

that there cannot be a better remedy for fortifying the ftomach. It is but h\v of the

inhabitants that have the patience to make mapple-water ; for as common and ufual

things are always flighted, fo there is fcarce anyT^ody but children that give themfelves

the trouble of gafhing thofe trees. To conclude, the- north country mapples have

more fap than thofe of the fouth countries ; but at the fame time the fap is not fo

fweet.

There are two forts of nut-trees in this country. The one bears round, and the

other long, nuts ; but neither of them is good for any thing, no more than the wild

chefnuts that grow in the Ilinefe country.

The apples that grow upon fome of their apple-trees eat well when they are coddled,

but they are good for nothing when they are raw. Upon the Miffifipi, indeed, there

is a fort of apples that have a tafte not unlike that of fome European apples : the pears

are good, but very Icarce.

The
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The cherries are fmall, and extremely red ; and though their tafte is not good, yet

the roe-bucks Hke them fo well, that in the fummer-time they fcarce ever mifs to lie

under the cherry-trees all night long, cfpecially il it blows hard.

This country affords three forts of excellent plums, which bear no refemblance to

ours either in ligure or colour. Some are long and fmall, fome are round and thick,

and fome very little.

The vines twine round the trees to the very top ; and the branches of thofe trees

arc fo covered with grapes, that one would take the grape to be the fruit of the tree.

In fome countries of North America the grape is little, but very well tailed ; but

towards the Miflifipi it is long and thick, and fo is the clufter. There has been fome
wine prefled from the grapes of that country, which, after long {landing, became as

fweet as canary, and as biack as ink.

The citrons of North America are fo called only becaufe their form refembles that of
our citron. Indcad of a rind, they have only a fmgle fliin. They grow upon a plant

that rifes three feet high, and does not bear above three or four at a time. This fruit

is as wholefome as its root is dangerous ; for the one is very healthy, and the juice of
the other is a mortal fubtile poifon. While I ftaid at Fort Frontenac, in the year 1684,
I faw an Iroquefe woman take down this fatal potion, with a defign to follow her de-

ceafed hufband ; after fhe had taken leave of her friends, and lung the death-fong,

with the formalities tliat are ufual among thefc blind wretches. The poifon quickly

worked the defircd elFeft ; for this widow, who in Europe would be juRly looked upon
as a miracle of conftancy and fidelity, had no fooner fvvallowed the murdering juice,

then file fell into two or three Ihivering fits, and fo expired.

The water-melons, called by the Spaniards Algiers melons, are round and thick like

a ball ; fome are red, and fome white; and the kernels, which are very large, are fome-
times black, fomctimes red ; as for their tafle it is exadly the fame with that of the

Spanifli or Portuguefe melons.

The citruls of this country are fweet, and of a different nature from thofe of Europe
;

and I am informed, that the American citruls will not grow in Europe. They are as

big as ourmclons, and their pulp is as yellow as faffron. Commonly they are baked
in ovens, but the better way is to roail them under the embers as the lavages do.

Their tafle is much the fame with that of the marmelade of apples, only they are

fwectcr. One may eat as much of them as he pleafes, without i'earing any difordcr

from them.

The wild goofebcrrlcs are good for nothing but for comfits ; but that fort of comfits

are feldom made, for fugar is too dear in Canada to be employed for fuch ufes.

A Defcription ofthe Trees and Fruits of the Northern Countries.

THE Canada birch-trees are much dilTerent from thofe we have in fome provinces

of France; both for bulk and quality. The favagcs make canoes of their bark, fome
of which is red, and fome white ; but both are equally proper for that ufe. That
which has the feweft veins and chaps is the heft ; but the red bark makes the fineft

fliow. There are fome little bafkcts made of the young birches, that are much eflcemcd

in France; and books may be made of them, the leaves of which will be as fine as

paper. This I can fpcak by experience, for I have frequently made ufe of them for

want of paper, in writing the journal of my voyages ; nay, 1 remember I have feen, in

a certain library in France, a manufcript of the gofpcl of St. Matthew, written in Greek
upon this fort of bark; and which is yet more furprifing, I was then tolJ, tliat it had

been
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been written above a thoufaml years ; and at the fame time I dare fwear, that it was

the genuine birch-bark of New France, which in all appearance was not then dif-

covered.

The pine-trees are very tall, ftrait, and thick ; and are made ufe of for mads, which

the King's pinks do oftentimes tranfport to France. Il^ is faid, that fome of thefe trees

are big enough to ferve for a niaft of a firll-rate fhip.

The Epinette is a fort of a pine, v^ith a fliarper and thicker leaf. It is made ufe of in

carpenters work, and the matter which drains from it, fmells as fweet as incenfe.

There are three forts of iirs in this country, which are fawed into deals by certain

mills, that the Quebec merchants have caufedto be built in fome places.

The PerulTe is the profperefl; of all green woods for the building of fhips, upon the

confideration that it is comparer and has clofer pores, fo that it does not foak or drink

in the moiflure as much as others.

Here are two forts of cedar, namely, the white and the red ; but one mufl view them
narrowly before he can dillinguiih them, by reafon that both of them have much the

fame fort of bark. Thefe trees are low, bufliy, and full of branches and little leaves,

refembling the tag of a lace. The wood of this tree is almofl: as light as cork ; and the

favages make ufe of it in the wreaths and ribs of their canoes. I'he red fort looks

admirably well, and may be made into houfehold goods, which will retain an agreeable

fmell for ever.

The afps are little flirubs which grow upon the fides of pools or rivers ; and in a

word, in moift and marfliy countries. This wood is the common food of the beavers,

who, in imitation of the ants, take care to make a colleclion of it round their huts in the

autumn, which ferves them for fuftenance when the ice imprifons them in winter.

The white wood is a middling fort of a tree, that is neither too big nor too little. It

IS almofl as light as cedar and as eafily worked upon. The inhabitants of Canada make
little canoes of it, for fifliing and croffing the rivers.

Maidenhair is as common in the forefts of Canada, as fern is in thofe of France, and

is efteemed beyond that of other countries ; infomuch, that the inhabitants of Quebec
prepare great quantities of its fyrup, which they fend to Paris, Natits, Rouan, and fe-

veral other cities in France.

Strawberries and rafberries are wonderfully plentiful in Canada, and tafle extremely-

well. We meet likewife with fome white goofeberries in this country ; but they ferv^

for no ufe, unlefs it be to make a fort of vinegar of them, that is very ftrong.

The bluets are certain litih berries not unlike fmall cherries, only they are black,

and perfectly round. The plant upon which they grow is as big as a rafberry-bufh.

Thefe berries ferve for feveral ufes, after they are dried in the fun, or in an oven ; foe

then they make confits of them, or put them into pies, or infufe them in brandy. The
north country favages make a crop of them in the fummer, which affords theni very

feafoaable relief, efpecially when their hunting comes fhort.

A General View of the Commerce of Canada.

I COME now to give a brief and general account of the commerce of Canada, whick

I have already touched upon in my letters. The Normans were the firfl; that fet up this

trade, and ufually they fet out from Havre de Grace or Dieppe ; but the Rochellers

have now worked them out of it, for as much as the Rochel fhips furnifh the inhabitants

of the continent with the neceffary commodities. There are likewife fome fhips fent to

Canada from Bourdeaux and Bayonne, with wines, brandy, tobacco, and iron.

The fhips bound from France to that country pay no cuftoni for their cargo, whether

VOL. XIII. 3 A ia
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in clearing in France, or in their entries at Quebec ; abating for the Brazil tobacco

which pays five folsa pound ; that is to fay, a roll of four hundred pound weight pays

a hundred livres by way of entry, to the office of the farmers general.

Moft of the fhips go laden to Canada, and return light or empty. Some indeed

brino- home peafe when they are good cheap in the colony, and others take in a cargo

of plants and boards ; others again go to the ifland of Cape Breton, and there take in a

cargo of pit-coal, which they carry to the iflands of Martinico or Gaudaloupe, where

the refining of fugars occalions a great confumption of coals. But thofe ihips which

either belong, or are recommended to the topping merchants of the colony, are

freighted with fkins, which turn to a great account. I have feen fome (hips unload at

Quebec, and then freer to Placentia, to take in cod-fifh, which they purchafed with ready

money; but generally fpeaking, there is more loft; than got by that way of trading.

The merchant that has carried on the greatelt trade in Canada is the Sieur Samuel

Bernon of Rochel, who has great warehoufes at Quebec, froni which the inhabitants of

the other towns are fupplied with fuch commodities as they want. It is true, there are

fome merchants at Quebec who are indifferently rich, and fit out fhips upon their own
bottom, that ply to and again between France and Canada ; and thefe merchants have

their correfpondents at Rochel, who fend out and take in every year the cargoes of

their (hips.

There is no difference between the pirates that fcour the feas and the Canada mer-

chants, unlefs it be this, that the former fometimes enrich themfelves all of a fudden by

a good prize ; and that the latter cannot make their fortune without trading for five or

fix years, and that without running the hazard of their lives. I have known twenty

little pedlars that had not above a thoufand crowns ftock when I arrived at Quebec, in

the year 1683, and when I left that place had got to the tune of twelve thoufand

crowns. It is an unquen:ioned truth, that they get fifty per cent, upon ail the goods

they deal in, whether they buy them up upon the arrival of the Ihips at Quebec, or

have them from France, byway of commiffion ; but over and above that, there are

fome little gaudy trinkets, fuch as ribbands, laces, embroideries, tobacco-boxes, watches,

and an infiiiitv of other baubles of iron-ware, upon which they get a hundred and fifty

per cent, all cofts clear.

In this country a hogfhead of Bourdeaux wine, which contains two hundred and fifty

bottles, is worth about forty French livres, in time of peace, and fixty in time of war. A
hogfhead of Nants or Bayonne brandy, will fetch eighty or a hundred livres. In the

taverns a bottle of wine cofts fix French fous, and a bottle of brandy is fold for twenty.

As for dry commodities, their price rifes and falls upon occafion. Brazil tobacco is

worth forty fous a pound by wav of retail, and thirty-five by wholefale. Sugar will

fetch at lead twenty fous a pound, and fometimes twenty-five or thirty.

Theearliefl fliips that come from France, fet out commonly in the latter end of April,

or the beginning of May ; but to my mind, they might Ihorten their voyage by one half,

if they put to fea about the middle of March, and then fweeped along the north coaft of

the Azores illands ; for in thofe feas the fouth and fouth-eall winds commonly blow from

the beginning of April to the end of May. I have mentioned this feveral times to the

moft expert pilots ; but they flill put me off" with the plea, that they dare not fteer that

courfe for ftarof fome rocks : and yet thefe rocks are not to be met with but in their

charts. I have read fome defcriptions of the ports, roads, and coafts of thefe iflands, and
of the adjacent feas, done by the Portuguefe, which make no mention of the fhelves that

are chalked down in ail our charts : on the contrary, they affirm that the coaft of thefe

illands is altogether clear, and that for twenty leagues off into the niaiu thefe imaginary

cocks were never met with.

As
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As foon as the French fliips arrive at Quebec, the merchants of that city, who have

their factors in the other towns, load their barks with goods in order to tranfport them

to thefe other towns. Such merchants as aO. for themfelves at Trois Rivieres, or

Monreal, they come down in perfon to Quebec to market for themfelves, and then put

their effeds on board of barks, to be conveyed home. If they pay for their goods ia

{kins, they buy cheaper than if they made their payments in money or letters of ex-

change ; by reafon that the feller gets confiderably by the (kins when he returns to

France. Now, you mufl: take notice, that all thefe fkins are bought up from the inha-

bitants, or from the favages, upon which the merchants are confiderable gainers. To
give you an inftance of this matter ; a perfon that lives in the neighbourhood of Quebec

carries a dozen of martin's (kins, five or fix fox's (kins, and as many (kins of wild cats,

to a merchant's houfe, in order to fell thetn for woollen cloth, linen, arms, ammunition,

&c. In the truck of thefe (kins the merchant draws a double profit, one upon the

fcore of his paying no more for the fkins than one-half of what he afterwards fells them

for in the lump to the factors, for the Rochel (hips ; and the other by the exorbitant

rate he puts upon the goods that the poor planter takes in exchange for his (kins. If

this be duly weighed, we will not think it (trange, that thefe merchants have a more
beneficial trade than a great many other tradefmen in the world. In my feventh and

eight letters I related the particulars of the commerce of this country, efpecially that

which the inhabitants carry on with the favages, who fupply them with the (kins of

beavers and other animals. So that now it remains only to give you an inventory of
the goods that are proper for the favages, and of the (kins which they give in exchange,^

together with their neat prices.

Short and light fufees.

Powder.

Ball and cut lead, or fmall (hot.

Axes, both great and fmall.

Knives with their (heaths.

Sword-blades to make darts of.

Kettles of all fizes.

Shoemaker's awls.

Fiih-hooks of all fizes.

Flint ftones.

Caps of blue ferge.

Shirts made of the common Britany linen.

Woolfted (lockings (hort and coarfe.

Brazil tobacco.

Coarfe white thread for nets.

Sewing thread of feveral colours.

Pack-thread.

Vermillion.

Needles, both large and fmall.

Venice beads.

Some iron heads for arrows, but few ok

them.

A fmall quantity of foap.

A few fabres or cutlalfes.

Brandy goes olf incomparably well.

The Names of the Skins given in Exchange with their Rates.

THE (kins of winter beavers, alias Mufcovy beavers, are worth per
pound, in the farmer-general's warehoufe, - -

The (kins of fat beavers, the hair of which falls off while the favages

make ufe of them, per pound, . . » •

Of beavers taken in autumn, per pound, - _ -

Of dry or common beavers, per pound, - - .

Of fummer beavers, per pound, - • •
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The Ikin of a white beaver is not to be valued no more than that of a

fox that is quite black,

The fkins of Giver-coloured foxes a-piece,

Of common foxes in good order.

Of the common martins,

Of the prettied fort of martins.

Of red and fmooth otters,

Of the winter and brown otters, or more, ' -

Of the fineft black bears.

The fkins of elks, before they are drefled, are worth per pound, abou

The (kins of flags are worth per pound, about

The wild cats, or enfans de diable, a-piece,

Sea-wolves, a-piece or more, ...
Pole cats and weafels, . - - -

Mufkrats, . . . - -

Their teflicles, - - - - ^

Wolves, . . . - -

The white elk fkins, /. e. thofe drefled by the favages, a-piece,

A drefled hart's fkin is worth _ _ -

A caribous, . - - -

A roe-buck's, . . . -
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To conclude, you mufl take notice, that thefe fldns are upon fome particular occafions

dearer than I rate them, but the difterence is but very fmall, whether under or over.

yin Accou7it of the Government of Canada in general.

IN Canada, the politic, civil, ecclefiaftical and military goverments, are all in a manner

one thing, in regard that the wifeft governors have fubjetted their authority to that of

the ecclefiaftics ; and fuch governors as would not embark in that interefl, hjve found

their pod fo uneafy that they have been recalled with difgrace. I could inftance in feveral,

who for not adhering to the fentiments of the bifliop and the Jefuits, and for refufing to

lodge their power in the hands of thefe infallible gentlemen, have been turned out, and

treated at court like hot-headed incendiaries. M. deFrontenac was one of this number
who made fuch an unhappy exit; for he fell out with M. Duchefnau, intendantof that

country, who finding himfclf protedled by the clergy, induftrioufly infulted that illuflri-

ous general, and the general was forced to give way, under the weight of an ecclefiaftical

league, by reafon of the fprings they fct at work againfl him, in oppofition to all the

principles of honour and confcicnce.

The governor-generals that mean to neglcft no opportunity of advancing or enrich-

ing themfelves, do commonly hear two maffcs a-day, and are obliged to confefs once

in four-and -twenty hours. He has always clergymen hanging about him wherever he

goes, and indeed, properly fpeaking, they are his counfellors. When a governor is

thus backed by the clergy, the intendants, the undcr-governors, and the fovereign

council, dare not ccnfure his conduft, let it be never fo faulty ; for the protection of

the ecclefiaftics fhelters him from all the charges that can be laid againfl him.

The governor-general of Quebec has twenty thoufand crowns a-year, including the

pay of his company of guards, and the particular government of the fort. Over and

above
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above this income, the farmers of the beaver-fkins make him a prefent of a thoufand

crowns a-year ; his wines, and all his other provifions imported from France, pay no
freight ; not to mention, that by certain ways and means he fucks as much money
cut of the country as all the above-mentioned articles amount to. The intendant has

eighteen thoufand livres a-year, but the Lord knows what he makes otherwife. I

have no mind to touch there, for fear of being ranked among tliofe detractors who
fpeak the truth too fincerely. The bifliop's incomes are fo fmall, that if the King were
not gracioudy pleafed to add to his bifliopric fome other benefices in France, that

reverend prelate would be reduced to as fhort commons as a hundred of his charafter

are in the kingdom of Naples. The major of Quebec has fix hundred crowns a-year ;

the governor of Trois Rivieres has a thoufand, and the governor of Monreal is al-

lowed two thoufand. A captain has a hundred and twenty livres a-month, a lieutenant

ninety livres ; a reformed lieutenant is allowed but forty, and a common foldier's pay
is fix fous a-day, of the current money of the country.

The people repofe a great deal of confidence in the clergy in this country as well as

elfewhere. Here the outward fhew of devotion is ftriclly obferved, for the people

dare not abfent from the great maffes and fermons without a lawful excufe. But after

all, it is at the time of divine fervice that the married women and nnids give their

humours a full loofe, as being aiTured that their hufbands and mothers are bufy at

church. The priefls call people by their names in the pulpit ; they prohibit under the

pain of excommunication, the reading of romances and plays, as well as the ufe of
mafks, and playing at ombre or lanfquenet. The Jefuits and the Recollets agree as ill

as the Molinifts and the Janfenifls. The former pretend that the latter have no right

to confefs. Do but look back to my eighth letter, and there you will Ics fome inftances

of the indifcreet zeal of the ecclefiaftics.

The governor-general has the difpofal of all military ports. He beftows companies,

lieutenancies, and under-lieutenancies, upon who he plcafes, with His Majefly's

gracious approbation ; but he is not allowed to difpofe of particular governor/hips, or
of the place of a lord lieutenant of a province, or of the major of any town. He is

empowered to grant to the gentry and the other inhabitants, lands and fettlements all

over Canada ; but thefe grants muft be given in concert with the intendant. He is

likewife authorized to give five-and-twenty licences a-year to whom he thinks fit, for

trading with the favage nations of that vaft continent. He is invefted with the power
of fufpending the execution of fentences againfl: criminals ; and, by virtue of this i-e-

prieve, can eafily procure them a pardon if he has a mind to favour them. But he
cannot difpofe of the King's money without the confent of the intendant, who is the

only man that can call it out of the hands of the treafurer of the navy.

The governor-general cannot be without the fervice of the Jefuits, in making
treaties with the governors of New England and New York, as well as with the Iro-

quefe. I am at a lofs to know whether thefe good fathers are employed in fuch fer-

vices upon the fcore of their judicious counfels, and their being perfectly well ac-

quainted with the country and the King's true intereflis ; or upon the confideration of
their fpeaking to a miracle, the languages of fo many different nations, whofe interefts

are quite oppofite ; or out ofa fenfe of that condefcenfion and fubmiffion that is due to

thefe worthy companions of our Saviour.

The members of the fupreme council of Canada, cannot fell or convey their places to

their heirs, or to any body elfe, without the King's approbation ; though at the fame
time their places may be worth not fo much as the place of a lieutenant to a company of

ibot. When they have nice points under their confideration, they ufually confult the

13 priefts
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priefts or Jefults : -and if any caufe comes before them, in which thefe good fathers are

interelted, they are fure not to be caft, unlefs it be fo very black that the cunningeft

lawyer cannot give it a plaufible turn. I have been informed by feveral perfons, that

the Jefuits drive a great trade in European commodities, and Canada fkins ; but I can

fcarce believe it, or at leaft, if it be fo, they muft have correfpondents and faftors that

are as clofe and cunning as themfelves ; which can never be.

The gentlemen of that country are obliged to be very cautious in carrying even with

the ecclefiaftics, in refpeft to the good or harm that the good fathers can indireftly

throw in their way. The bifliop and the Jefuits have fuch an influence over the

governors-general, as is fufhcient to procure places to the children of the noblemen or

gentlemen that are devoted to their fervice, or to obtain the licences that I fpoke of in my
eighth letter. It is likewife in their power to ferve the daughters of fuch gentlemen, by

finding them agreeable and rich hufbands. The meanelt curates muft be managed
cautioufly, for they can either ferve or diflerve the gentlemen in whofe feignories they

are no more than miiTionaries, there being no fixed cures in Canada, which indeed is a

grie\'ance that ought to be redreffed. The officers of the army are likewife obliged to

keep up a good correfpondence with the ecclefiaftics, for without that it is impoflible

for them to keep their ground. They muft not only take care that their own conduft

be regular, but likewife look after that of the foldiers, by preventing the diforders they

might commit in their quarters.

Commonly the troops are quartered upon the inhabitants of the cotes, or feignories

of Canada, from Oftober to May. The mafter of the houfe furnifties his military

gueft only with utenfils, and employs him all the while at the rate of ten fous a day,

befides his visuals, in the cutnng of wood, grubbing up of grounds, rooting out

ftumps, or the threfhing of corn in a barn. The captain gets likewife by their work,

for to make them difcount the half of their pay to him, he orders them to come thrice

a week to exercife their arms at his quarters. Now their habitations being diftant four

or five arpents from one another, and one cote or feignory being two or three leagues

in front, the foldiers choofe rather to give the captain a fpill, than to walk fo far in

the fnow and the dirt : and the captain takes it very confcientioufly, upon the plea that

Volenti non fit injuria. As for fuch foldiers as are good tradefmen, he is fure of putting

their whole pay in his pocket, by virtue of a licence that he gives them to work in the

towns, or any where elfe. In fine, moft of the officers marry in this country, but

God knows what fort of marriages they make, in taking girls with a dowry, confifting

of eleven crowns, a cock, a hen, an ox, a cow, and fometimes a calf. I knew feveral

young women, whofe lovers, after denying the f^iiSl:, and proving before the judges

the fcandalous converfation of their miftrelfes, were forced, upon the perfuafion of

the ecclefiaftics, to fwallow the bitter pill, and take the very fame girls in marriage.

Some officers indeed marry well, but there are few fuch. The occafion of their

marrying fo readily in that country proceeds from the difficulty of converfing with

the foft fex. After a man has made four vifits to a young woman, he is obliged to

unfold his mind to her father and mother ; he muft then either talk of marriage, or

break off all correfpondence ; or if he does not, both he and ftie lies under a fcandal.

In this country a man cannot vifit another man's wife, without being cenfured as if her

huiband was a cuckold. In fine, a man can meet with no diverfion here, but that of

reading, or eating, or drinking. Though after all, there are fome intrigues carried on

but with the fame caution as in Spain, where the virtue of the ladies confifts only in

difguifing the matter handfomely.

15 Now
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Now, that I am upon the fubjed of marriage, I cannot forbear to acquaint you with

a comicnl adventure tliat happened to a young captain, who was prefled to marry
againft his will, becaufe aH his companions and acquaintances were already buckled;

This young officer having made fome vifits to a counfellor's daughter, he was defired

to tell what errand he came upon ; and M. de Frontenac himfelf being related to the

young lady, who is certainly one of the moft accompliflied ladies of this age, ufed his

utmolt efforts to engage the captain to marry her. The captain being equally well

pleafed with a free accefs to the governor's table, and the company of the lady

whom he met there not unfrequently ; the captain, I fay, being equally fond of thefe

two advantages, endeavoured to ward off the defign, by afking fome time to confider

of it. Accordingly, two months were granted him; and after that time was expired

he had ilill a mind to let out his traces, and fo defired two months more, which were
granted hiai by the bifhop's interceffion. When the laft of thefe two was at an end,

the cavalier began to be apprehenfive that he was in danger of lofmg both his good
cheer and the agreeable company of the lady. However he was obliged to be prefent

at a treat that Pvlr. Nelfon (the Englifli gentleman I fpoke of in my twenty-third letter)

gave to the two lovers, as well as the governor, the intendant, the biffiop, and fome
other perfons of note : and this generous Engliffi gentleman having a kindnefs for the

young lady's father, and her brethren, upon the fcore of their trading with one another,

made an offer of a thoufand crowns to be paid on the wedding-day, which, added to

a thoufand that the bi(hop offered, and a'thoufand more which (lie had of her own, befides

feven or eight thoufand that M. de Frontenac offered in licences, not to mention the

certain profped of preferment ; all thefe items, I fay, made tlie marriage very advan-

tageous to the captain. After they had done eating, he was preffed to fign the contract,,

but made anfwer, that he had drank fome bumpers of heady wine, and his head was
not clear enough for weighing the conditions of the contradt ; fo that they were forced

to put oft" the matter till the next day. Upon this delay he kept his chamber, till

M. de Frontenac, at whofe table he ufed to eat, fent for him, in order to know his

mind immediately. Then there was no room left for fliufHing ; there was a necellity

of giving a pofuive anfwer to the governor, who fpoke to him in plain and precile

terms, and at the fame time reminded him of the favour they had ffiewn him, in allow-

ing him fo much time to confider of the propofed marriage. The young officer replied

very fairly. That any man that was capable of marrying after four month's delibera-

tion, was a fool in buckling too. " I now fee," fays he, " what I am ; the eager defire-

1 had of going to church with Mademoifelle D has now convinced me of my folly :

if you have a refpefl; for the lady, pray do not fuffer her to marry a young fpark that

is fo apt to take up with extravagant and foolifh things. As for my own part. Sir, l'

protefl: fincerely, that the little reafon and free judgment that is left me, will ferve to

comfort me upon the lofs of her, and to teach me to repent of having defired to make
her as unhappy as myfelf." This difcourfe furprifed the bifhop, the governor, the

intendant, and in general all the other married officers, who defired nothing more
than that he (hould be caught in the noofe as well as they ; fo true it is, that

Sotamen miferh foc'ws babuijj'e dolorts. As they were far from expefting any fuch

retraftation, fo the poor reformed captain fuffered for it ; for fome time after

M. de Frontenac did him a piece of injuffice, in beftowing a vacant company over

his head, upon Madam de Pouchartrain's nephew, notwithftanding that the court had
fent orders on his behalfj and this obliged him to go for France along with me, in the

year 1692*

To
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To refume the thread of my difcourfe, you muft know, that the Canadefe or Creoles,

are a robuft brawny well-made people ; they are ftrong, vigorous, aftive, brave and

indefatigable ; in a word, they want nothing but the knowledge of polite letters. They
are prefumptuous, and very full of themfelves ; they value therafelves beyond all the

nations of the earth, and, which is to be regretted, they have not that veneration for

their parents that is due. Their complexion is wonderfully pretty. The women are

generally handfome ; few of them are brown, but many of them are at once wife and

lazy. They love luxury to the lafl degree, and ftrive to out-do one another in catching

hulbands in the trap.

There is an infinity of diforders in Canada that want to be reformed. The firft

flep of a true reformation mufl be that of hindering the ecclefiaftics to vifit the

inhabitants fo often, and to pry with fuch impertinence into the minutefl affairs of the

family ; for fuch pradices are frequently contrary to the good of the fociety, and that

for reafons that you are not ignorant of. The next thing to be done, is to prohibit

the officers to flop the foldiers pay, and to enjoin them to difcipline their men every

holy-day, and every Sunday. In the third place, the commodities ought to be rated

at a reafonable price, fo that the merchant may have his profit, without exadling upon
the inhabitants and the favages. A fourth article of reformation, would confifl in prohibit-

ing the exporting from France to Canada, of brocados, gold and filver galloons or rib-

bands, and rich laces. In a fifth place, the governor-general ought not to fell licences for

trading with the favages of the great lakes. Sixthly, there ought to be fixed courts. In

the feventh place, they want to have their militia modelled and difciplined, that, upon
occafion, they may be as ferviceable as the regular troops. For an eighth article, the

fetting up manufadories for linen, ftufls, kc. would be very ufeful. But the mofl

important alteration would confifl in keeping the governors, the intendants, the fupreme

council, the bifhops and the Jefuits, from fplitting into fadions, and making clubs one

againfl another ; for the confequences of fuch divifions cannot but thwart His Majefly's

fervice, and the peace of the public. Were this but happily efleded, that country-

would be as rich again as it is now.

I wonder, that inftead of banifliing the Proteflants out of France, who in removing

to the countries of our enemies, have done fo much damage to the kingdom, by
carrying their money along with them, and fetting up manufadories in thofe countries

;

I wonder, I fay, that the'court did not think it more proper to tranfport them to Canada.

I am convinced, that if they had received pofitive aflurances of enjoying a liberty of

confcience, a great many of them would have made no fcruple to go thither. Some
have replied upon this head, that the remedy had been worfe than the difeafe ; in regard

that fome time or othe-r they would not have failed to expel the catholics by the affifhmce

of the Englifh : but I reprefented to them, that the Greeks and Ai-mcnians, who are

I'ubjcd to the grand fcignior, and at the fame time arc of a nation and religion that is

difi-erent from that of the Tuiks ; I reprefented, I fay, that thefe diffenting fulijcds

did fcarce ever implore the aid of foreign powers, in order to rebel and fliake off the

yoke. In fine, we have more rcafon to belic\^c, that if the Huguenots had been

trrnfported to Canada, they had never dfpartcd from the fealty they owed to tlieir

natural fovereign. But let that be as it will, I do but fpcak as that king of Arragon
did, who boaficd, tha' if God had deigned to confult him, he could have given him
fcafonable advice v\i;h reference to the lynimetry and the courfes of the flars ; for, in

lilie manner I do afliim, that if ihe council of ftaie had followed my fchcme, in the

fpace of thirty or forty years. New France would ha^c become a finer and more
flcuiifliin^ kingdom thin fevcral others in Europe.

yi Difcourfe
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A Dlfcourfe of the Intercjl of the French^ and of the Englijlo, in North America.

SINCE New France and New England fiibfift only upon the cod fiflicry and the

fur trade, it is the intereft of thefe two colonies to enlarge the number of the fhips

employed in the fifliery, and to encourage the favages to hunt and flioot beavers, by
furnifhing them with what arms and ammunition they have occafion for. It is well

known, that there is a great confumption of cod-fifli in the fouthern countries of Europe,
and that few commodities meet with a better and readier market, efpecially if they are

good and well cured.

Thofe who alledge that the deftruftion of the Iroquefe would promote the interefl:

of the colonies of New France, are (trangers to the true intereft of that country ; for

if that were once accompllflied, the favages, who are now the French allies, would
turn their greatefl enemieSj as being then rid of their other fears. They would not

fail to call in the Englifh, by reafon that their commodities are at once cheaper and
more efleemed than ours ; and by that means the whole commerce of that wide country

would be wrefted out of our hands.

I conclude therefore, that it is the intereft of the French to weaken the Iroquefe,

but not to fee them entirely dtfeated. I own, that at this day they are too ftrong,

infomuch that they cut the throats of the favages, our allies, everyday. They have
nothing lefs in view than to cut off all the nations they know, let their fituation be
never fo remote from their country. It is our bufmefs to reduce them to one half of
the power they are now poflefTed of, if it were pofllble ; but we do not go the right

way to work. Above thefe thirty years their ancient counfellors have ftill rc-

monftrated to the warriors of the five nations, that it was expedient to cut off all the

favage nations of Canada, in order to ruin the commerce of theFrench, and after that to

diflodge them of the continent. With this view they have carried the war above four

or five hundred leagues off their country, after the deitroying of feveral diiTerent na-

tions in feveral places, as I Ihewed you before.

It would be no difficult matter for the French to draw the Iroquefe over to their fide,

to keep them from plaguing the French allies, and at the fame time to engrofs all the

commerce with the five Iroquefe nations, that is now in the hands of the Englilh in

New York. This might be eafily put in execution, provided the King would allow ten

thoufand crowns a-year for that end. The method of effe£ling it is this : in the

firft place, the barks that were formerly made ufe of about Fort Frontenac, muft be
rebuilt, in order to convey to the rivers of the Tfonontouans and the Onontagues,

fuch commodities as are proper for them, and to fell them for the prime coft in France.

Now this would put the King to the charge of about ten thoufand crowns for freight
j

and I am perfuaded, that upon that foot the Iroquefe would not be fuch fools as to

carry fo much as one beaver to the Englifli colonies, and that for four reafons. The
firft is, that whereas they muft-tranfport them fixty or eighty leagues upon their backs

to New York, they have not above feven or eight leagues travelling from their own
villages to the banks of the lake of Frontenac. For a fecond reafon, it is manifeft

that the Englilh cannot poflibly let them have their commodities fo cheap, without

being confiderable lofers, and that thereupon every merchant would drop that fort of

trade. The third is drawn from the difliculty of having fubfiftence upon the road

between the Iroquefe villages and New York ; for the Iroquefe go thither in great

bodies, for fear of being furprizcd ; and I acquainted you before feveral times, that

there is no venifonin that fide of the country. The fourlh reafon is this, in marching

YOL. XIII. 3 B fo
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fo far from their villages, they expofe their wives, their children, and their fuperan-

nuated men, for a prey to their enemies, who upon that occafion may either kill them
or carry them oif; and of this we have two inftances already. Over and above the

cheapnefs of our commodities, it would likewife be requifite that we made them pre-

fents every year, and at the fame time entreated them not to difturb the repofe of our

confederate favages, who arc fuch fools as to wage war one with another, inftead of

entering into a joint league in oppofiticn to the Iroquefe, the mofl redoubted of their

enemies, and thofe whom they have mofl reafon to fear. In a word, if we would

manage our affairs with the Iroquefe to the beft advaiitage, we ought to put in execu-

tion that projedk that I mentioned in my twenty-third letter.

To alledge that thefe barbai-ians have a dependance upon the Englifli is a foolifli

plea ; for they are fo far from owning any dependance, that when they go to New
York to truck their fkins, they have the confidence to put rates upon the goods they

have occafion for, when the merchants offer to raife their price. I have intimated

already feveral times that their refpeft for the Englifh is tacked to the occafion they

have to make ufe of them ; that this is the only motive which induces them to treat the

Englifli as their brethren, and their friends ; and that if the French would fell them
the necefTaries of life, as well as arms and ammunition, at eafier rates, they would not

make many journies to the Englifh colonies. This is a confideraticn that ought to be

chiefly in our view ; for if we minded it to the purpofe, they would be cautious of

infulting our favage confederates, as well as ourfelves. The governors-general of

Canada would do well to employ the fenfible men of the country that are acquainted

\vith our confederates, in preffing them to live in a good correfpondence with one ano-

ther, without waging war among themfelves ; for moft of the fouthern nations worm
out one another infenfibly, which affords matter of joy to the Iroquefe. fslovv, it

were an eafy matter to prevent this fatal mouldering, by threatening to give them no
further fupplies of commodities in their villages. To this precaution, we ought to add
that of endeavouring to engage two or three nations to live together ; the Outaouas,

for inflance, with the Hurons ; the Sakis with the Pouteouatamis alias Puants. If

all thofe nations who are embarked in a confederacy with us, would but agree one with

another, and put up their quarrels, they would give' themfelves wholly to the hunting-

of beavers, which would tend to the enlarging of our commerce ; and befides, they

would be in a condition of making one joint body, when the Iroquefe offv^red to attack

either one or the other.

It is the interefl of the Englifli to perfuade thefe nations that the French have nothing

lefs in view than to deftroy them as foon as they meet with an (.jpportunity ; that the

growing populoufnefs of Canada is a fufiicient ground of alarm, that they ought to

avoid all commerce with the French, for fear of being betrayed in any way whatfoever ;

that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and the rebuilding of barks for that lake,

is to them a thing of the lafl importance, by reafon that the French might in four-and-

twenty hours make a dcfcent from thence to their villages, and carry off their ancient

men, their women, and their children, at a time when the warriors might be engaged
in the hunting of beavers ; that they would promote their own interefl: by waging war
with the French from time to time, by ravaging the fcignorics and fettlcments in the

upper part of the country, in order to oblige the inhabitants to abdicate the colony, and to

difcourage thofe who would otherwife remove out of France, and fettle in Canada ; and
in fine, that in time of peace it would be very proper to (top the coureurs de bois at the

catarads of the Outaouas river, and to fcizc the arms and ammunition that they carry to

the favages upon the lakes.

Farther,
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Farther, if the EngMfli would purfuc their nicafures to the bcfl advantage, they ought
to engage the Tfonontouans or the Goyoguans to go and fettle upon the banks of the

lake Erric, near the mouth of the river of Condc ; and at the fame time they ought to

build a fort there, with fome long barks or brigantincs : for this is the moft convenient

and advantageous pofl of all that country, and that for an infinity of reafons which 1 am
obliged to conceal. Befides this fort, they fliould build another at the mouth of the

River des Francois ; and then it would be abfolutely impofTible for the coureurs de
bois to reach the lakes.

Thev ought likewife to engage the favages of Acadia in their intercft ; wliich they

may do with little charge. The planters of New England fliould mind this, as well

as the fortifying of the ports in which they fifh their cod. As for the fitting out
of fleets to deftroy the colony, I would not advife the Englifli to give themfelves that

trouble ; for fuppofing they were aflured of fuccefs, it is but fome places that can be
reckoned worth the while.

To conclude, I muft fay the Englifli in thefe colonies are too carelefs and lazy; the

French coureurs de bois are much readier for enterprizes, and the Canadefe are certainly

more vigilant and more adive. It behoves the inhabitants of New York to enlarge their

fur trade by well concerted enterprizes ; and thofe of New England, to render the cod
fifliing more beneficial to the colony, by taking fuch meafures as many other people

would, if they were as advantageoufly feated. I do not Intend to fpeak of the limits of

New France and New England, for they were never well adjuflied ; though indeed it

would feem that in feveral treaties of peace between thefe two kingdoms, the boundaries

were in a manner marked out in fome places. Whatever is in that matter, the decifion

of it is too nice a point for one that cannot open his mind without pulling an old houfe

upon his head.

A TABLE EXPLAINING SOME TERMS.

A Bqfin, is a head of ftagnating water, not unlike a
JISTROLABE is a mathematical inftrument that pool or lake.

can fcarce be ufed in the ocean by reafon of the Boulcux llgnifies little nets belagged to the end of a
waves. There are two forts of them. The firft Hick. The fidiermen make iile of them to catch

are made ufe of by Eaft-India mailers, at a time fiih upon a fandy ground, and efpecially eels, upon
when the fea is as fmooth as the face of a looking- the fide of St. Laurence river.

glafs. '1 his fort is ferviceable in takmg the .5oa/j i/f .^//Tir« are nets not unlike boutenx, which
height of the fun, by the means of two little pins, fcrve for the fame ufe.

which are bored fo as to have two dioptiick per- Breaking ground fignifies the weighing anchor and
forations, that fcrvc to conduft the rays of light putting to fea.

to that luminary The latier are fuch as the
.^ ^r/jan/Zw, a fmall vefftl of one deck, built of light

mathematicians commonly make ufe of for aftrO^ "^ wood, which plies both with oars and fails. It is

romical obfervations, and are furniihed with equally fharp at prow and poop, and is built for a
azimuths, almucantaras, loxodroniick tables, and quick failer.

the concentrick and excentrick tables of the

fphere.
C

U Calumet in general fignifies a pipe, being a Norman

Bank ofNeivfoundland, or bank In general, is a ilfing word, derived from chalumeau. The favages da

ground in the fea, which (lioots like a hat beyond not underlland this word, for it was introduced to

the other brims. The bank of Newfoundland Canada- by the Normans when they fir ft fettled

has thirty or foity fathom water, and is paved there; and nas flill continued in ufe araongft the

with cod-fifh. French planters. The calumet or pipe is called

5 B 2 iu
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in ilie Iroquefe language ganondaoe, and by the

other fdvage nations poagan.

Canadefe or Canaiians, are ihe natives of Canada,

fprung from a French father and rnother. In

the iflaiids of South America, the natives born of

French parents are called Creoles.

Cafa y d'tfpada, a Gafcogne title which the people

of that province gave in former times by way of

irony to the members of the fiiprenie council of

Canada, becaufe the firft counfellors wore neither

lobe nor fword, but walked very gravely, with a

cane in their hands, both in the city of Qliebec,

and In the hall.

Gqfa tt'te, fignifies a club, or a head-breaker : the

lavages call it affan oullick, ouftick fignifying the

head, and aflan to break.

Channel is a fpace of pretty deep water, between two

banks, or between two Ihores Commonly the

channels arc inclofed by flats, and for that reafoii

buoys or mads are fixed upon them, in order to

dired the pilots, who fteer either by ihefe marks,

or by founding, for they would run the rifque of

loofing their fhips, if they did not keep exaftly

to the channel.

Coaji along, fee Siueep.

Compafs of Variation. It is larger than the or-

dinary compaffes, and ferves to point out the

inequal motions of the needle, whch leans always

to the north-eaft in the other hemifphere, whereas

it ftill plies to the north-weft in this, 1 mean on

this fide the equinotlial line. The needle

touched with the loadllone departs from the true

north a certain number of degrees to the right and

left ; and mariners compute the degrees of its

departure by the means of an alliidada, and a

thread which divides the glafs of the compafs into

two equal parts, and fo Ihews the variation of the

needle at funfct, that being the true proper time

for making the obferv.uion ; for at (un-riiing,

and at noon, one may be deceived by refrac-

tions, &c.

Coureuri ile Bois, i. e. Forell Rangers, are French

or Canadefe, fo called from employing their

whole life in the rough exercife of tranfpurting

merchandize goods to the lakes of Canada, and

to all the other countries of that continent, in

order to trade with the favages ; and in regard

that they run in canoes a thoufand leagues up the

country, notwithftanding the danger of the fea

and enemies, I take it, they fliould rather be

called coureurs de rifques, than coureurs de bois.

EdJy, or boiling water, is little watery mountains

that rife at the foot of v.'ater-falls or cataracts,

juft. as we fee the water plays in the cifterns of

water-works.

Edge of a bank, is the Ihclving part of it that run»

lte«p like a wall.

Fathom, among the French is the meafure of fix feet,

Fea!} of Union, a term ufed by the Iroquefe to fig-

nify the renewing of the alliance between the five

Iroquefe nations.

Flats, are a ridge of rocks running under water from

one llatiun to another, and rifing within five or

fix foot at leaft of the furface of that element,

fo as to hinder fiilps, barks, &c. to float upon
them.

Freight, fignifies in this book the cargo, though in

otlier cafes it fignifies likewife the hire or fare.

Furl the Sails, fignifies the drawing them up to a

heap towards the topmall, not long ways as we
do the curtains of a bed, but from below up-

wards. This is done by two ropes^ that draw up
the fail as a firing does a purfe;

H
Head Ban are two round pieces of wood, reaching

on each f.de from one end of a canoe to the

other. Thefe are the fupporters of the canoe, for

the ribs and fpars are made fall upon them..

K
Keel of a {hip, is a long piece of the ftrongell wood,

or at leall feveral pieces joined together, to bear

the great weight of all the other timber.

K'ttchi Ok'ima, is the general name for the governor-

general of Canada among all the favages, whofe
languages approach to that of the Algonkins.

Kitchi fignifies great, and Okima, captain. The
Iroquefe and Hurons call the governor-general

Onnontio.

L
Latitude. Every body knows that it imports the

elevation of the pole, or the diftancc from a fixed

point of the equator.

Land-carriage fignifies the IranTporting of canoes by
land from the foot to the head of a cataraft, or

from one river to another.

Light Ships are fuch as aie empty without any cargo^

P.

Poop is the ftern or after-part of the fiilp, in which
the rudder is fixed.

Precipice of a bank, fee Edge.

Prow is the head or fore-part of a fhlp, which cuts

the water firft.

CL
^larter. Though the word quarter in a maritime

fcnfe is not well explained, I put the meaning of it

to be tills. The north quarter comprcliends the

fpace that lies between north-weft and north-eaft.

The caft quarter runs from north-eaft to fouth-eaft.

The fouth quarter comprehends that part of the

heavens that falls between fouth-eaft and fouth-weft:

and the weft quarter extends from fouth-weft to

north-wcIt.

Rejittwg
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R
Refitting of alliip, fignifies the repairing and dreffing

«fit, and putting it into a condition to fail, by putting
in nt-vv planks, caulking the feams, &c.

Ribs of a Canoe, are much like ihofe of a pink,
only there Is this dlffficnce. that they line the catioe

only on the infide from one head-bar to another, ivpon

which they are inchafed. They have the thickntfs

of three crowns, and the breadth of four inches.

Ruche, an inilrument for fillung refenibling a bee-
hive.

S

Scurvy, is a corruption of the mafs of blood.

There are two forts of it ; one called the land

fcurvy, which loads a man with infirmities that gra-

dually bring him to his grave ; the other is the fea

fcurvy, which infallibly kills a man in eight days
iinltfs he gets afliore.

Shieve, i. e. row the wrong way, in order to afGft

the flcerfman to fteer the boat, and to keep the boat
in the channel.

Shoot, To ftioot a water-fall or catarafl, implies

the running a boat down thefe dangerous precipices,

following the ftream of the water, and fleering very

nicely.

S/eJgesare a conveniency for travelling, built In an

oblong quadrangular form, upon two pieces of wood,
which are four feet long, and fix feet broad ; upon
the wood there are feveral pieces of cloth or hide

nailed to keep the wind off. Thefe two pieces of

wood are very hard, and well fmoothed, that they
may Aide the better on fnowor ice. Such are the

horfc-fledges. But thofe drawn by dogs are open,

and made of two little pieces of hard, fmooth, and
fliining wood, which are half an inch thick, five feet

lung, and a foot and a half broad.

Spars, are little pieces of cedar wood, of the thlck-
nefs of a crown, and the breadth of three inclus,
and as long as they can be made. They do the
fameiiTvice to a canoe, that a gpod lining docs to a
coat.

Stand infor Land, fignifies to fail direflly towards
it.

Steerajb'tp, imports the managing of a fhip by the
means of a rudder, (as v\-e do a horfe with a biidlc)
when there is wind enough to work her ; but if
there be no wind, a fliip is mote unmoveable than a
gouty perfon in an elbow-chair.

Stem a tide or the current of a river, i. e. to fail

againfl the current, or to fteer for the place from
whence the tides or currents come.

Strike, to flrikethe falls or flag fignifies the lower-
ing of them, whether it be to fubmit to an enemy,
or by reafbn of high winds.

Sweep a coaft, fignifies to fail along the coafl fide
at a reafonable diftance.

J op-gallant -mnjls are two little mafts fet upon the
two top.mads, and have two fails fitted for them.

^op-fails are two fails fitted for the two top mails,
which Itand direflly above the two great malls.

Traverfe. To travcrfe fignifies failing zigzag, or
from fide to fide as a drunken man reels, when the
wind is contrary, for then they are obliged to tack
fometimes to the right and fometimes to the left,

keeping as near to the wind as they can, in order to

make what way they can,oiat leail to prevent their

loling ground.

Tree of Peact,'& fymbolick metaphor for ueace-
itfelf.

^
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TRAVELS INTO NORTH AMERICA

;

CONTAINING

ITS NATURAL HISTORY, AND A CIRCUMSTANTIAL ACCOUNT OF ITS
PLANTATIONS AND AGRICULTURE IN GENERAL, •

WITH THE

Civil, EccJefsaftical, and CommercialJlate of the Country, the Manners of the Inhabitants, and fcveral

curious and important Remarks on various Subjects.

BY PETER KALM,
Profeflbr of Oeconomy in the Univerfuy of Mo in Svvedifli Finland, and Member of the Swedlfli

Royal Academy of Sciences.

Tranflated into Englifli by John Reinhold Forster, F. A. S.

THE PREFACE.

PROFESSOR KALM's Travels through North America, were originally written

in the Swedifh language, but foon after tranflated into German by the two

Murray's, both of whom are Swedes, and one a pupil of Dr. Linnjeus, from which

we may conclude that this tranflation correfponds exactly with the original.

Baron Sten Charles Bielke, Vice-prefident of the Court of Juflice in Finland, was

the firfl who made a propofal to the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, to

fend an able man to the northern parts of Siberia and Iceland, as places which are

partly under the fame latitude with Sweden, and to make there fuch obfervations and

colletlions of feeds and plants, as would improve the Swedifli huibandry, gardening,

manufaftures, arts and fcienccs. Dr. Linnaeus found the propofal jult, but he

thought that a journey through North America would be yet of a more extenfive

utility, than that through the before-mentioned countries ; for the plants of Ame-
rica were then little known^ and not fcicntifically defcribed ; and by feveral trials,

it feemed probable that the greateft part of the North American plants would

bear very well the Swedifli winters ; and what was more important, a great many
American plants promifed to be very ufeful in hufbandry and phyfic.

Thus far this journey was a mere fcheme ; but as Captain Triewald, a man well

known for his abilities in England, gave his Obfervations on the Cultivation of Silk

in a feries of Memoirs to the Royal Academy of Sciences, and mentioned therein a

kind of mulberry-tree, which was difcovered by Dr. Linna;;us, and which bore the

* From the Second Edition, London 1772, 2 vols. 8vo.

rigours
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rigours of the Swedifli climate as well as a fir or pine tree ; this circumflance revived

the propofal of fuch a journey in the year 1745. Count Teflin, a nobleman of
eftabliflied merit both in the political and learned world, becoming prefident of the

Royal Academy, it was unanimoufly agreed upon to fend Profeflor Kalm to North
America. The expences were at firft a great obftaUe ; but the Royal Academy wrote

to the three univerfities to affift them in this great and ufeful undertaking. Aobo fent

firfl: her fniall contribution, Lund had nothing to fpare, but Upfala made up this de-

ficiency by a liberal contribution.

Count iPiper was entreated to give a family exhibition to Mr. Kalm, which he
readily promifed ; but as the academy had obtained from the convocation of the

univerfity of Upfala and the magiflrates of Stockholm, another exhibition of the

family of Helmsfield for Mr. Kalm, Count Piper refufed to grant his exhibition, as

being contrary to the ftatutes of the univerfity and without any precedent, that one
perfon fliould enjoy two exhibitions. The prefent King of Sweden being then Prince

Royal, fucceflbr to the throne, and chancellor of the univerfity, wrote to the convoca-

tion, and exprefled his wiflies to have from the treafury of the univerfity for -fo ufeful

a purpofe, about one thoufand plates, or about one hundred and fifty pounds flerling.

The univerfity complied generoufly with the defire of her chancellor, and gave orders

that the money fliould be paid to the Royal Academy. The board for promoting
manufa£lures gave three hundred plates, or about forty-five pounds. Mr. Kalm fpent

in this journey his falary, and befides very near one hundred and thirty pounds of his

own fortune ; fo that at his return he found himfelf obliged to live upon a very fmall

pittance. The reft of the expences the academy made up from her own fund.

We on purpofe have given this detail from Mr. Kalm's long preface, to fliew the

reader with what public fpirit this journey has been fupported in a country where mo-
ney is fo fcarce, and what a patriotic and laudable ardour for the promotion of fciences

in general*, and efpeclally of natural hiftory and hufbandry, animates the univerfities,

the public boards, and even the private perfons, in this cold climate, which goes fo

far, that they chufe rather to fpend their own private fortunes, than to give up fo bene-

ficial and ufeful a fcheme. We have the fame inftance in Dr. Haifelquift, who with a

fickly and confumptive conftitution, went to Afia Minor, Egypt, and Paleftine, and

collefted fuch great riches in new plants and animals, that Dr. Linnjeus's fyftem would

never have contained fo many fpecies, had he not made ufe of thefe treasures, which

the Queen of Sweden generoufly bought, by paying the debts of Dr. Haflelquifl:, who
died in his attempt to promote natural hiftory. The reverend Mr. Ofbeck, In his voy-

age to China, made an infinite number of ufeful and interefting obfervations at the

expence of his whole falary, and publiflicd them by the contributions of his parifli.

The reverend Mr. Toreen died by the fatigues of the lame voyage, and left his letters

publiflicd along with Ofbeck, as a monument of his fine genius, and fpirit for pro-

moting natural hiftory. We here look upon the expences as trifling, but they are not

fo in Sweden, and therefore are certainly the beft monuments to the honour of the

nation and the great Linnaeus, who in refpecl; to natural hiftory is the primiim mobile

of that country.

Profcffor Kalm having obtained leave of his Majcfty to be abfent from his poft as

profeflbr, and having got a pafl"port, and recommendations to the feveral Swedifli

minilters at the courts of London, Paris, Madrid, and at the Hague, in order to ob-

tain pafl'ports for him In their refpedive ftates, fet out from Upfala, the 16th of

O£tobcr 1747, accompanied by Lars Yungftroem, a gardener well Ikilled in the

knowledge of plants and mechanics, and who had at the fame time a good hand for

drawing
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drawing, Mhom he took into his fervice. He then fet fail from Gothenburgh, the

nth of December, but a violent hurricane obliged the fhip he was in to take fhelter

in the harbour of Grosmflad in Norway, from which place he made excurfions to

Arendal and Chriftianfand. He went again to fea February the 8th, 1748, and ar-

rived at London the 17th of the fame month. He ftaid in England till Augufl: ifih,

in which interval of time he niade excurfions to Woodford in Eifex, to Little Gad-
defden in Hertfordihire, where "William Ellis, a man known by his publications in

hufbandry, lived, but whofe praftical hufbandry Mr. Kalm found not to be equal to the

theory laid down in his writings ; he likewife faw Ivinghoe in Buckinghamfliire, Eton,

and feveral other places, and all the curiofities and gardens in and about London : at

iaft he went on board a fhip, and traverfed the ocean to Philadelphia in Penfylvania,

which was formerly called New Sweden, where he arrived September the 26th. The
reft of that year he employed in collcdling feeds of trees and plants, and fending them
up to Sweden ; and in feveral excurfions in the environs of Philadelphia. The winter

he pafled among his countrymen at Raccoon in New Jerfey. The next year, 1749,
Mr. Kalm went through New Jerfey and New York, along the river Hudfon, to Al-

bany, and from thence, after having crofled the lakes of St. George and Champlain,

to Montreal and Quebec, he returned that very year, againfl: winter, to Philadelphia,

and fent a new cargo of feeds, plants, and curiofities to Sweden. In the year 1750,
Mr. Kalm faw the weflern parts of Penfylvania and the coafl of New Jerfey ; Yung-
flroem ftaid in the former province all the fummer for the colleclion ot feeds ; and
Profeffor Kalm in the mean time pafled New York and the Blue Mountains, went to

Albany, then along the river Mohawk to the Iroquefe nations, where he got acquainted

with the Mohawks, Oneidas, Tufkaroras, Onandagas, and Kayugaws. He then

viewed and navigated the great lake Ontario, and fawthe celebrated fall at Niagara.

In his return from his fummer expedition, he crofled the Blue Mountains in a different

place, and in October again reached Philadelphia.

In 1751, he went at Newcaftle on board a fhip for England, and after a pafTage,

fubjeft to many dangers in the moft dreadful hurricanes, he arrived March the 27th,

in the Thames, and two days after in London. He took paffage for Gothenburgh
May the 5th, and was the i6th of the fame month at the place of his deftination, and
the 13th of June he again arrived at Stockholm, after having been on this ufeful expe-

dition three years and eight months. He has fince aflfumed the profefforfliip at Aobo,
where, in a I'mall garden of his own, he cultivates many hundreds of American plants,

as there is not yet a public botanical garden for the ufe of the univerfity ; and he with

great expedation wiflies to fee what plants will bear the climate, and bear good and
ripe feeds fo far north. He publiflied the account of his journey by intervals, for want
of encouragement, and fearing thecxpences of publilhing at once, in a country where
few bookfellers are found, and where the author does very often embrace the bufinefs

of bookfellcr, in order to rcimburfe himfelf for the expences of his publication. A
paffage crofs the Atlantic ocean is a new thing to the Swedes, who are little ufed to it,

unlefs they go in the few Eaft India ihips of their country. Every thing therefore was
new to Mr. Kalm, and he omitted no circumftance unobferved which are repeated in

all the navigators from the earlier times down to our own age. It would be a kind of

injuftice to the public, to give all this at large to the reader. All that part defcribing

England and its curiofitiLS and hufbandry we omitted. The particulars of the pafl'age

from England to Penfylvania we abridged : no circumftance interefting to natural hif-

tory or to any other part of literature has been omitted. From his arrival at Philadelphia

we give tlie original at large, except where we omitted fomc trifling circumftanccs,

7 viz.
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viz. the way of eating oyfters, the art of making apple-dumplings, and fome more of
the fame nature, which llruck that Swcdifli gentleman with their novelty.

Mr. Kalm makes ufe of the Swedifh meafure ; its foot is to the Englifli foot, as

1134 to 1350. For his meteorological obfervations he employed the thermometer of
Profeffor Celfius, generally made ufe of in Sweden, and his was of Celfius's own
making ; the interval from the point of freezing to the point of boiling water, is

equally divided in this thermometer into one hundred parts. In the names of plants,

we have chiefly employed after his directions the Linnasan names, in the lafl edition of
his Spec. Plantanim, and Syjiema Natur<:E, vol. ii. But as his defcriptions of animals,

plants, and minerals are very Ihort, he promifes to give them at large fome time hence
in a Latin work.

He gives you his obfervations as they occurred day after day, which makes him a
faithful relater, notwithflanding it takes away all elegance of ftyle, and often occafions

him to make very fudden tranfitions from fubjecls very foreign to one another.

At lafl: he arms himfelf with a very noble indifference againfl: the criticifm of feveral

people, founded on the great aim he had in view by his performance, which was
no lefs than public utility. This he looks upon as the true reward of his pains and
expences.

The map, and drawings of the American birds and animals were not in the original,

but copied from original drawings, and real birds and animals from North America.
We find it neceflfary here to mention, that as many articles in Mr. Kalm's travels

required illuftrations, the publifiier has taken the liberty to join here and there fome
notes, which are marked at the end with F. The other notes not thus marked were
kindly communicated by the publiflier's friends.

PETER KALM'S TRAVELS.

AUGUST the 5th, 1748, I with my fervant Lars Yungdroem (who joined to his

abilities as gardener, a tolerable Ikill in mechanics and drawing) went at Gravef-

end on board the Mary gaily. Captain Lawfon, bound for Philadelphia ; and though
it was fo late as fix o'clock in the afternoon, we weighed anchor and failed a good way
down the Thames before we again came to anchor.

Aug. 6th. Very early in the morning we refumed our voyage, and after a few
hours failing we came to the mouth of the Thames, where we turned into the channel

and failed along the Kentifli coaft, which confifts of fteep and almoft perpendicular

chalk hills, covered at the top with fome foil and a fine verdure, and including fl;rata

of flints, as it frequently is found in this kind of chalk hills in the refl: of England ; and
we were delighted in viewing ont hem excellent corn fields, covered for the greatefl:

part with wheat, then ripening.

At fix o'clock at night, we arrived at Deal, a little well known town, fituate at the

entrance of a bay expofed to the fouthern and eafterly winds. Here commonly the

outward-bound fhips provide themfelves with greens, frefli victuals, brandy, and many
more articles. This trade, a fifliery, and in the lafl: war the equipping of privateers,

has enriched the inhabitants.

VOL. XIII. 3 c -A^ug*
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Aug. yth. When the tide was out, I faw numbers of fifliernien reforting to the

fandy (hallow places, where they find round fmall eminences caufed by the excrements

of the log worms, orfea worms, (lumbrici niarini Linn.) who Hve in the holes leading

to thcfe hillocks, fometimes eighteen inches deep, and they are then dug out with a

fmall three-tacked iron fork, and ufed as baits.

Aug. 8th. At three o'clock we tided down the channel, pafled Dover, and faw

plainly the opinion of the celebrated Camden in his Britannia confirmed, that here

England had been formerly pined to France and Flanders by an ilthmus. Both

fhores form here two oppofite points ; and both are formed of the fame chalk hills,

which have the fame configuration, fo that a perfon acquainted with the Englifli coafts

and approaching thofe of Picardy afterwards, without knowing them to be fuch, would

certainly take them to be theEnglilh ones.*

Aug. Qth 1 2th. We tided and alternately failed down the channel, and pafled

Dunc^enefs, Fairlight, the Ifle of Wight, Portfmouth, the peninfula of Portland and

Bolthead, a point behind which Plymouth lies ; during all which time we had very-

little wind.
.

Aug. 13th. Towards night we got out of the Englifli channel into the Bay of

Bil'cay.

Aug. 14th. We had contrary wind, and this increafed the rolling of the fliip, for

it is generally remarked that the Bay of Bifcay has the greatell and broadefl: waves,

which are of equal fize of thofe between America and Europe ; they are commonly

half an Englifli mile in length, and have a height proportionable to it. The Baltic and

the German ocean has on the contrary ftiort and broken waves.

Whenever an animal is killed on board the fliip, the failors commonly hang fome

frefli pieces of meat for a while into the fea ; and it is faid, it then keeps better.

Aug. 15th. The fame fwell of the fea fl;ill continued, but the waves began to

fmooth, and a foam fwimming on them was faid to forebode in calm weather a con-

tinuance of the fame for fome days.

About noon a north-eaft^erly breeze fprung up, and in the afternoon it blew more,

and this gave us a fine fpeclacle ; for the great waves rolled the water in great flieets,

in one direftion, and the north-eafterly wind curled the furface of thefe waves quite in

another. By the beating and dafliing of the waves againfl: one another, with a more

than ordinary violence, we could fee that we pafled a current, whofe diredtion the

captain could not determine.

Aug. 16th—21ft. The fame favourable breeze continued to our great comfort and

amazement, for the captain obferved that it was very uncommon to meet with an eafl:-

erly or north-eafterly wind between Europe and the Azores (which the failors call the

Weftern Iflands) for more than two days together ; for the more common wind is here

a wefterly one; but beyond the Azores they find a great variety of winds, efpecially

about this time of the year ; nor do the wefterly winds continue long beyond thefe

ifles
• and to this it is owing, that when navigators have pafled the Azores, they think

they have performed one-half of the voyage, although in reality it be but one-third

part. Thefe ifles come feldom in fight ; for the navij/ators keep off" them, on account

of the dangerous rocks under water furrounding them. Upon obfervation and com-

parifon of the journal, we found that we were in forty-three degrees twenty-four

minutes north latitude, and thirty and a half degrees weft longitude from London.

* The fame opinion has been confirmed by Mr. BufTon in his Hid. Naturclle.

S Aug,
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Aug. 22d. " About noon the captain affured us, that in twenty-four hours wefliould
have a fouih-wefl: wind ; and upon my enquiring into the reafons of his fortelling this

with certainty, he pointed at fome clouds in the fouth-weft, whofe points turned to-

wards north-calt, and faid they were occafioned by a wind from the oppofite quarter.

At this time I was told we were about half way to Penfylvania.

Aug. 23d. About feven o'clock in the morning the expected fouth-wefl wind
fprung up, and foon accelerated our courfe fo much that we went at the rate of eight
knots an hour.

Aug. 24th. The wind fliifted and was in our teeth. We were told by fome of the
crew to expedt a little ftorm, the higher clouds being very thin and ftriped and fcat-

tered about the (ky like parcels of combed wool, or fo many (kains of yarn, which they
faid forbode a ftorm. I'hefe ftriped clouds ran north-weft and fouth-eaft, in the di-

rection of the wind we then had. Towards night the wind abated and we had a per-

fei5i: calm, which is a fign of a change of wind.

Aug. 25th and 25th. A weft wind fprung up and grew ftronger and ftronger, fo

that at laft the waves waflied our deck.

Aug. 27th. In the morning we got a better wind, which went through various

points of the compafs, and brought on a ftorm from north-eaft, towards night.

Our captain told me an obfervaticn founded on long experience, viz. that though
the winds changed frequently in the Atlantic ocean, efpecially in fummer time, the

moft frequent, however, was the weftern ; and this accounts for the paffage from Ame-
rica to Europe commonly being fliorter than that from Europe to America. Befides

this, the winds in the Atlantic during fummer are frequently partial, fo that a ftorm
may rage on one part of it, and within a few miles of the place little or no ftorm at all

may be felt. In winter the winds are more conftant, extenfive, and violent ^ fo that

the fame wind reigns on the greater part of the ocean for a good while, and caufes

greater waves than in fummer.

Aug. 30th. As I had obferved the night before fome ftrong flafhes of lightening

without any fubfequent clap of thunder, I enquired of our captain, whether he could

aflign any reafons for it. He told me thefe phjenomena were pretty common, and the

confequence of a preceding heat in the atmofphere ; but that when lightenings were
obferved in winter, prudent navigators were ufed to reef their fails, as they are by this

fign certain of an impendent ftorm ; and fo likewife in that feafon, a cloud rifmg from
the north-weft is an infallible forerunner of a great tempeft.

Sept. 7th. As we had the firft day of the month contrary wind, on the fecond it

fhifted to the north, was again contrary the third, and fair the fourth and fol-

lowing days. The fifth we were in forty degrees, three minutes, north latitude, and
between fifty-three and fifty-four degrees weft longitude from London.

Befides the common waves rolling with the wind, we met on the fourth and fifth

inftant with waves coming from fouth-weft, which the captain gave as a mark of a

former ftorm from that quarter in this neighbourhood.

Sept. 8th. We croffed by a moderate wind, a fea with the higheft waves we met on
the whole paflage, attributed by the captain to the divifion between the great ocean and
the inner American gulf j and foon after we met with waves greatly inferior to thofe

we obferved before.

Sept. 9th. In the afternoon we remarked that in fome places the colour of the fea

(which had been hitherto of a deep blue) was changed into a paler hue ; fome of thefe

fpots were narrow ftripes of twelve or fourteen fathoms breadth, of a pale green colour,

i\hich is fuppofed to be caufed by the fand, or, as fome fay, by the weeds under water

3 c 2 Sept,
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Sept. 1 2th. We were becalmed that day, and as we in this fituation obferved a fliip,

vi'hicli we fufpefted to be a Spanifli privateer, our fear was very great ; but we faw,

forae days after our arrival at Philadelphia, tte fame flilp arrive, and heard that they

feeing us, had been under the fame apprchenfions with ourfelves.

Sept. 13th. Captain Lawfon, who kept his bed for the greater part of the voyage,

on account of an indifpofition, affured us yefterday we were in all appearance very near

America : but as the mate was of a different opinion, and as the failors could fee no
land from the head of the maft, nor find ground by the lead, we fleered on direftly to-

wards the land. About three o'clock in the morning, the captain gave orders to heave

the lead, and we found but ten fathom ; the fecond mate himfelf took the lead, and

called out ten and fourteen fathoms ; but a moment after the fliip flruck on the fand,

and this fliock was followed by four other very violent ones. The confternation was
incredible, and very juflly might it be fo ; for there were above eighty perfons on
boai'd, and the fliip had but one boat : but happily our fhip got off again, after having

been turned. At day-break, which followed foon after, (for the accident happened half

an hour pafl four) we faw the continent of America within a Svvedifli mile before us

;

the coafl was whitifh, low, and higher up covered with firs. We found out, that the

fand we ftruck on, lay oppofite Arcadia, in Maryland, in thirty-feven degrees, fifty

minutes, north latitude.

We coalted the fhores of Maryland all the day, but not being able to reach Cape
Hinlopen, where we intended to take a pilot on board, we cruized all night before the

bay of Delaware. The darknefs of the night made us expeft a rain, but we found that

only a copious fall of dew enfued, which made our coats quite wet, and the pages of a

book, accidentally left open on the deck, were in half an hour's time after fun-fetting

likewife wet, and we were told by the captain and the failors, that both in England and
America a copious dew was commonly followed by a hot and fultry day.

Sept. 14th. We faw land on jOur larboard in the wefl, which appeared to be low,

white, fandy, and higher up the country covered with firs. Cape Hinlopen is a head
of land running into the fea from the weflern fliore, and has a village on it. The
eaflern fliore belongs here to New Jerfey, and the weftern to Penfylvania. The bay
of Delaware has many fands, and from four to eleven fathom water.

The fine woods of oak, hiccory, and firs, covering both fliores, made a fine appear-

ance, and were partly employed in fliip-building at Philadelphia ; for which purpofe

every year fome Englifh captains take a pafTage in autumn to this town, and fuperin-

tend the building of new fliips during winter, with which they go to fea next fpring :

and at this time it was more ufual than common, as the French and Spanifh privateers

had taken many Englifh merchant fhips.

A little after noon we reached the mouth of Delaware river, which is here about
three Englifh miles broad, but decreafes gradually fo much, that it is fcarcely a mile

broad at Philadelphia.

Here we were delighted in feeing now and then between the woods fome farm-houfcs,

furrounded with corn-fields, paflures well flocked with cattle, and meadows covered
with fine hay ; and more than one fenfe was agreeably afloded, when the wind brought
to us the fineft effluvia of odoriferous plants and flowers, or that of the frefli made
hay : thefe agreeable fenfations and the fine fcenery of nature on this continent, fo

new to us, continued till it grew quite dark.

Here I will return to fea, and give the reader a fhort view of the various occurrences
•belonging to natural hiflory, during our crofTing the ocean.

Of fea-weeds (Fucus Linn.) wc faw, Auguft the lOlh and 17th, a kind which had a

finiilarity
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rmiilarlty to a bunch of onions tied together ; thcfe bunches were of the fize of the

fill, and of a white colour. Near the coafl of America, within the American gulf,

September the 1 ith, we met likewife with fcvcral fea-weeds, one fpecies of which was
called by the failors rock-weed ; another kind looked like a firing of pearls, and ano-

ther was white, about a foot long, narrow, every where equally wide and quite ftrait.

From Augnft the 24th to September the i ith, we faw no other weeds but thofe com-
monly going under the name of gulf-weed, bee uife they are fuppofcd to come from the

Gulf of Florida ; others call it Sargazo, and Dr. Linnaeus, fucus natans. Its ftalk is

very flcnder, rotundato-angulated, and of a dark green; it has many branches, and
each of them has numerous leaves difpofed in a row ; they are extremely thin, are fer-

rated, and are a line or a line and a half wide, fo that they bear a great refemblance to

the leaves of Iceland mofs, their colour is a yellowilh green. Its fruit, in a great mea-
fure, refembles unripe juniper berries, is round, grecnifli yellovv', almoft fmooth on the

outfide, and grows under the leaves on fliort footftalks of two or three lines length ;

under each leaf are from one to three berries, but I never have feen them exceed that

number. Some berries were fmall, and when cut were quite hollow, and confifted of

a thin peel only, which is calculated to communicate their buoyancy to the whole plant.

The leaves grow in proportion narrower, as they approach the extremities of the

branches : their upper fides are fmooth, the ribs are on the under fides, and there

likewife appear fmall roots of two, three, or four lines length. I was told by our
mate, that gulf-weed, dried and pounded, was given in America to women in child-

bed, and befides this, it is alfo ufed there in fevers. The whole ocean is as if it were

covered with this weed, and it muft alfo be in immenfe quantities in the Gulf of Florida,

from whence all this driving on the ocean is faid to come. Several little fhells, pointed

like horns, and efcharse or horn-wracks are frequently found on it : and feldom ie there

one bun.d'£ of this plant to be met with, which does not contain either a minute flirimp

or a final) crab, the latter of which is the cancer minutus of Dr. Linnaeus. Of thefe I

collected eight, and of the former three, all which I put in a glafs with water : the little

fhrimp moved as fwift as an arrow round the glafs, but fometimes its motion was flow,

and fometimes it flood dill on one fide, or at the bottom of the glafs. If one of the

little crabs approached, it was feized by its fore paws, killed and fucked ; for which
reafon they were careful to avoid their fate. It was quite of the fliape of a fhrimp ; in

fwimming it moved always on one fide, the fides and the tail moving alternately. It

was capable of putting its fore paws entirely into its mouth ; its antennas were in con-

tinual motion. Having left thefe little flirimps together with the crabs during night,

1 found in the morning all the crabs killed and eaten by the flirimps. The former

moved when alive with incredible fvviftnefs in the water. Sometimes, when they were

quite at the bottom of the glafs, with a motion fomething like to that of a puceron or

podura of Linnreus, they came in a moment to the fiirface of the water. In fwim-

ming they moved all their feet very clofe, fometimes they held them down as other

crabs do, fometimes they lay on their backs, but as foon as the motion of their feet

ceafed, they always funk to the bottom. The remaining flirimps I preferved in fpirits,

and the lofs of my little crabs was foon repaired by other fpecimens which are fo

plentiful in each of the floating bundles of gulf-weed. For a more minute defcription

of which I mufh refer the reader to another work I intend to publifh. In fonie places

we faw a crab of the fize of the fifl:, fwimming by the continual motion of its feet,

which being at reft, the animal began immediately to fink. And one time I met
with a great red crawfifli or lobfter, floating on the furface of the fea.

Blubbers, or meduik Linn., we found of three kinds : the firft is the medufa aurita

Linn. ;
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Linn. ; it is round, purple-coloured, opens like a bag, and in it are as if it were four

white rings ; their fize varies from one inch diameter to fix inches ; they have not that

nettling and burning quality which other blubbers have, fuch for inilance as are on the

coafl; of Norway, and in the ocean. Thcfe we met chiefly in the channel, and in the

Bay of Bifcay.

After having crofled more than half of the ocean between Europe and America, we
met with a kind of blubber, which is known to failors by the name of the Spanifli or

Portugueze man of war ; it looks like a great bladder, or the lungs of a quadruped,

comprefled on both fides, about lix inches in diameter, of a fine purple-red colour, and

when touched by the naked Ikin of the human body, it caufes a greater burning than

any other kind of blubber. They are often overturned by the rolling of the waves,

but they are again Handing up in an iiiftant, and keep the {harp or narrow fide uppermoft.

Within the American gulf we faw not only thtfe Spanifli men of war, but another

kind too, for which the failors had no oth>,'r name but that of a blubber. It was of the

fize of a pewter plate, brown in the middle, with a pale margin, which was in continual

motion.

Of the lepas anatifera Linn. I faw on the 30th of Augufl: a log of wood, which

floated on the ocean, quite covered. Of infeds I faw in the channel, when we were in

fight of the Ifle of "Wight, feveral white butterflies, very like to the Papilio Braflics Linn.

They never fettled ; and by their venturing at fo great a diftance from land they caufed

us juft aftonifliment.

Some common flies were in our cabbin alive during the whole voyage, and it cannot

therefore be determined whether they were originally in America, or whether they

came over with the Europeans.

Of cetaceous fifli we met with porpeflfes, or as fome failors call them, fea-hogs*

(delphinus phocrena Linn.) firfl in the channel, and then they continued every where

on this fide the Azores, where they are the only fifli navigators met with ; but beyond

thefe ifles they are feldom feen, till again in the neighbourhood of America we faw them

equally frequent to the very mouth of Delaware river. They always appeared in

ihoals, fome of which confiflied of upwards of an hundred individuals ; their fwimming

was very fwift, and though they often fwam along fide of our fhip, being taken as it

were with the noife caufed by the fliip cutting the waves, they however foon outwent

her, when they were tired with flaring at her. They are from four to eight feet long,

have a bill like in fhape to that of a goofe, a white belly, and leap up into the air fre-

quently four feet high, and from four to eight feet in length ; though their fnoring

indicates the eflbrt which a leap of tliat nature cofi:s them. Our failors made many
vain attempts to ft;rike one of them with the harp iron from the forecaftle, when they

came within reach, but their velocity always eluded their fl^ill.

Another cetaceous fifli, of the dolphin kind f, with which we met, is called by the

4

The name of porpefle is certainly derived from tlie name Porcopefce, given to this genus by the Ita-

lians ; and it is remarkable that almoft all the European nations confpiieJ in calling th^-m fealiogs, their

name being in German mccr fchwcin ; the DaiiiAi, Swedifh, a]ici Norvegian, maifuin, from whence the

French borrowed their marfouin. The natives of Iceland call them fuinhual, i. e. a fwine-whale, and fo

likewife the Slavonian nations have their Swiuia Morikaya. Whether this confent arifes from their rooting

the fand at the bottom of the fea in quefl; of fand-eels and fea-worms like fwiiie, or from the vail quantity

cf lard furrounding their bodies, is uncertain.
_
F.

t Mr. Kalm is certainly miftaken in reckoning the bottle-nofc amongfl the Dolphin kind ; it has no

teeth in its mouth as all the fifh of that clafs have, and therefore belongs to the tirll order of the whales, or

thofc that are without teeth. See Mr. Pennant's Britifli Zoology, vol. iii. p. 43., where it is called the beak-

ed whale, and very well defcribcd ; a drawing is feen in the explanatory table, n. I. P(.rli;ips it would not

be improper to call it Balieua ampullata. F.

failor«
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failors bottle-nofc ; it fwims in great {hoals, has a head hke a bottle, and is killed by a

harpoon, and is fometinies eaten. Thcfc fifh are very large, and fome fully twelve feet

long ; their Ihape, and manner of tumbling and fwimming, make them nearly related

to porpefles. They are to be met with every where in the ocean from the channel to

the very neighbourhood of America.

One whale we faw at a diftance, and knew it by the water which it fpouted up.

A dog-fifli of a confiderable fize followed the Ihip for a little while, but it was foon

out of light, without our being able to determine to which fpecies it belonged : this was

the only cartilaginous fifli we faw on the whole paiTage.

Of the boney filh, we faw feveral beyond the Azores, but never one on this fide of

thofe ifles; one of them was of a large fize, and we faw it at a diftance; the failors

called it an albecor, and it is Dr. Linnsus's fcomber thynnus.

The dolphin of the Englifh is the dorado of the Portuguefe, and Dr. Linnseus calls

it corypha^na hippuris ; it is about two feet and a half long, near the head fix inches

deep, and three inches broad ; from the head the dolphin decreafes on all fides towards

the tail, where its perpendicular depth is one inch and a half, and its breadth hardly one

inch. The colour of the back near the head is a fine green on a filver ground, but near

the tail of a deep blue ; the belly is white, and fometimes mixed with a deep yellow, on
the fides it has fome round pale brown fpots. It has fix and not feven fins as was

imagined ; two of them are on the breaft, two on the belly, one at the tail extending to

the anus, and one along the whole back, which is of a fine blue : when the fifli is jufl:

taken the extremities of the moft outward rays in the tail were eight inches, one from

another. Their motion when they fwam behind, or along fide of the Ihip, was very flow,

and gave a fair opportunity to hit them with the harpoon, though fome are taken with a

hook and line, and a bait of chicken bowels, fmall fifli, or pieces of his own fpecies, or

the flying fifh, which latter are their chief food : and it is by their chafing them, that

the flying fifli leave their element to find flielter in one to which they are ftrangers.

The dolphins fometimes leap- a fathom out of tlie water, and love to fwim about cafks

and logs of wood, that fometimes drive in the fea. They are eaten with thick butter,

when boiled, and fometimes fried, and afford a palatable food, but rather fomewhat dry.

In the bellies of the fifli of this fpecies which we caught, feveral animals were found,

viz. an oftracion ; a little fifli with blue eyes, vihich was yet alive, being juft the mo-
ment before fwallowed, and meafuring two inches in length; another little fifli; a

curious marine infed, and a flying fifli, all which not yet being damaged by digeftion,

I preferved in fpirits.

The flying fifli (exocoetus volitans Linn.) are always feen in great flioals, fome-

times of an hundred or more getting at once out of the water, being- purfued by greater

fifh, and chiefly by dolphins ; they rife about a yard, and even a fathom above the

water in their flight, but this latter height they only are at, when they take their flight

from the top of a wave ; and fometimes, it is faid, they fall on the deck of fhips. The
grealeft diftance they fly is a good mufKet fliot, and this they perform in lefs than half

a minute's time ; their motion is fomewhat like that of the yellow-hammer, (Eniberiza

Citrinella Linn.) It is very remarkable that 1 found the courfe they took always to be

againft the wind, and though I was contradicted by the failors, who aftirnied that they

went at any direction, I nevertheleis was confirmed in my opinion by a careful oblerva-

tion during the whole voyage, according to which they fly conftantly either diret^tly

againft the wind, or fomewhat in an oblique direclion*.

• In Mr. Pennant's Britifh Zoology, vol. iii. p. 282., is the bed account of this fifli to be met with ; and

in his Biiufli Zoology, illulirated by plates and biief explanations, is plate xliv,, a good and exa£l drawing

•f the filh, the upper fi^^ure rcprefcnting it ia front, the lower fideways. F.

We
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We faw likewife the fifli called Bonetos, (Scomber Pelamys Linn.) they were like-

wife in fhoals, hunting fome fmaller fifli, which chafe caufed a noife like to that of a

cafcade, becaufe they were all fwiniming clofein a body; but they always kept out of

the reach of our harpoons.

Of amphibious animals, or reptiles ; we met twice with a turtle, one of which was
fleeping, the other fwani without taking notice of our fliip j both \vere of two feet

diameter.

Birds are pretty frequently feen on the ocean, though aquatic birds are more com-
mon than land birds.

The Petrel (Procellaria Pelagica Linn.) was our companion from the channel to the

fhores of America. Flocks of this bird were always about our fhip, chiefly in that part

of the fea, which being cut by the (hip, forms a fmooth furface, where they frequently

feem to fettle, though always on the wing. They pick up or examine every thing that

falls accidentally from the {hip, or is thrown over-board : little fifli feem to be their chief

food ; in day-time they are filent, in the dark, clamorous ; they are reputed to forebode

a ftorni, for which reafon the failors difliking their company, complimented them with

the name of witches; but they are as frequent in fair weather, without a ftorm follow-

ing their appearance. To me it appeared as if they ftaid fometimes half an hour and
longer under the waves, and the failors alTured me they did. They look like fwallows,

and like them, they fkini fometimes on the water.

The Shearwater (Procellaria PufHnus Linn.) is another fea-bird, which we faw every

where on our voyage, from the channel to the American coafts; it has much the appear-

ance and fize of the dark gray fea-guU, or of a duck ; it has a brown back, and com-
monly a white ring round its neck, and a peculiar flow way of flying. We plainly faw
fome of thefe birds feed on fifli.

The Tropic Bird (Phaeton sethereus Linn.) has very much the fliape of a gull, but

two very long feathers, which it has in its tail, diftinguifli it enough from any other

bird; its flight is often exceedingly high: the firft of this kind we met was at about

forty degreesnorth latitude and forty-nine or fifty degrees of weft longitude from London.
Common Gulls (Larus canus Linn.) we faw, when we were oppofite the Land's End,

the moft wefterly cape of England, and when, according to our reckoning, we were
oppofite Ireland.

Terns (Sterna hirundo Linn.) though of a fomewhat darker colour than the common
ones, we found after the forty-hrft degree of north latitude and forty-feventh degree

weft longitude from London, very plentifully, and fometimes in flocks of fome hundreds j

fometimes they fettled, as if tired, on our fliip.

Within the American gulph we difcovcred a fea-bird at a little diftance from the

fhip, which the failors called a Sea-hen.

Land-birds are now and then feen at fea, and fometimes at a good diftance from any
land, fo that it is often difficult to account for their appearance in fo uncommon a place.

Auguft the 1 8th, we faw a bird which fettled on our Ihip, and was perfectly like the

great titinoufe, (Parus major Linn.) upon an attempt to catch it, it got behind the

fails, and could never be caught.

Sept. I ft. We obferved fome land-birds flying about our fhip, which we took for

Sand Martins (Hirundo riparia Linn.) fometimes they fettled on our fhip, or on the
fails ; they were of a greyifli brown colour on their back, their brcaft white, and the
tail fomewhat furcated ; a heavy (hower of rain drove them afterwards away. September
the 2d a fwallow fluttered about the fhip, and fometimes it fettled on the maft ; it feemed
to be very tired ; feveral times it approached our cabin windows, as if it was willing to

take flieltcr there. Thefe cafes happened about forty degrees of north latitude and

7 between
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between forty-fcven and forty-nine degrees weft longitude from London, and alfo

about twenty degrees longitude or more than nine hundred and twenty fca miles from

any land whatfoever.

Sept, loth. Within the American gulph a large bird, which we took for an owl,

and likewife a little bird, fettled on our fails.

Sept. 1 2th. A wood-pecker fettjed on our rigging: its back was of a fpeckled

grey, and it feemcd extremely fatigued. ' And another land-bird of the paflcrine clafs,

endeavoured to take {helter and reft on our fliip.

Before I entirely take leave of the fea I will communicate my obfervations on two
curious phjenomena.

In the channel and in the ocean we faw, at night-time, fparks of fire, as if flowing

on the water, efpecially where it was agitated, fometimesone fingle fpark fwam for the

fpace of more than one minute on the ocean before it vaniflied. The failors obfervcd

them commonly to appear during and after a ftorm from the north, and that often the

fea is as if it were full of fire, and that fome fuch fliining fparks would likewife' ft ick to

the marts and fails.

Sometimes this light had not the appearance of fparks, but looked rather like the

phofphorefcence of putrid wood.

The Thames water which made our provifion of frefh water, is reputed to be the

beft of any. It not only fettled in the oak cafks it is kept in, but becomes in a little

time {linking, when flopped up ; however, this naufeous fmell it foon lofes, after being

filled into large flone jugs, and expofed to the open frefh air for two or three hours

together. Often the vapours arifing from a cafk which has been kept clofe and flopped

up for a great while take fire, if a candle is held near them when the cafk is opened ;

and the Thames water is thought to have more of this quality than any other ; though
I was told that this even happened with any other water in the fame circumflances.

Now I can refume my narrative ; and therefore obferve, that we afterwards failed on
the river with a fair wind, pretty late at night. In the dawn of the evening we pafl'ed

by Newcaftle, a little town on the weftern fhore of the river Delaware. It was already

fo dark that we could hardly know it, but by the light which appeared through fome
of the windows. The Dutch are faid to have been the firfl founders of this place,

which is therefore reckoned the mofl ancient in the country, even more ancient than

Philadelphia. But its trade can by no means be compared with the Philadelphia trade,

though its fituation has more advantages in feveral refpeds ; one of which is, that the

river feldom freezes before it, and confequently fliips can come in and go out at any

time. But near Philadelphia it is almofl every winter covered with ice, fo that naviga-

tion is interrupted for fome weeks together. But the country about Philadelphia and

farther up, being highly cultivated, and the people bringing all their goods to that

place, Newcaflle muft always be inferior to it.

I mentioned that the Dutch laid the foundations of this town. This happened at

the time when this counti-y was as yet fubjedl to Sweden. But the Dutch crept in,

and intended by degrees to difpoffefs the Swedes, as a people who had taken pofTeffion

of their property. They fucceeded in their attempt, for the Swedes not being able to

bear with this encroachment, came to a war in which the Dutch got the better. But
they did not enjoy the fruits of their vidlory long ; for a few years after, the Englifh

came and deprived them of their acquifition, and have ever fince continued in the

undiflurbed pofTeffion of the country. Somewhat later at night we caft anchor, the

pilot not venturing to carry the fhip up the river in the dark, feveral fands being in

the way.

VOL. siii.
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Sept. 1 5th. In the dawn of the morning we weighed anchor, and continued our

voyage up the river. The country was inhabited alinofl every where on both fides.

The farm-houfcs were however pretty far afunder. About eight o'clock in the morning

we failed by the little town of Chefter, on the weftern fide of the river. In this town,

our mate, who was born in Philadelphia, fhewed me the places which the Swedes flill

inhabit.

At lafl we arrived in Philadelphia about ten o'clock in the morning. We had not

been more than fix weeks, or (to fpeak more accurately) not quite forty-one days on

our voyage from Gravefend to this place, including the time we fpent at Deal, in fup-

plying ourfelves with the neceffary frefh provifions, &c. ; our voyage was therefore

reckoned one of the fliorteft, for it is common in winter-time to be fourteen or more

weeks in coming from Gravefend to Philadelphia. Hardly any body ever had a more

pleafant voyage over this great ocean than we had ; Captain Lawfon affirmed this

ieveral times, nay, he aflured us he had never feen fuch calm weather in this ocean,

though he had croffcd it very often. The wind was generally fo favourable that a

boat of a middling fize might have failed in perfect fafety. The fea never went over

our cabin, and but once over the deck, and that was only in a fwell. 'i'he weather

indeed was fo clear that a great number of the Germans on board flept on the deck.

The cabin windows needed not the fhutters. All thefe are circumftances which

fliow the uncommon goodnefs of the weather.

Captain Lawfon's civility increafed the pleafure of the voyage.

As foon as we came to the town and had caft anchor, many of the inhabitants came

on board, to enquire for letters. They took all thofe which they could carry, either

for thcmfelvcs or for their friends. Thofe which remained, the captain ordered to be

carried on fhore and left at a coffee-houfe ; by this means he was rid of the trouble

of delivering them himfelf. I afterwards went on fhore with him ; but before

he went, he ftriftly charged the fecond mate to let no one of the German refugees

out of the fhip, unlefs he paid for his paffage, or fomebody elfe paid for him, or

bought him.

On my leaving London, I received letters of recommendation from Mr. Abraham
Spalding, Mr. Peter Collinfon, Dr. Mitchcl, and others, to their friends here. It

was eafy for me therefore to get acquaintance. Mr. Benjamin Frankhn, to whom
Penfylvania is indebted for its welfare, and the learned world for many new difcoveries

in eledricity, was the firft who took notice of me, and introduced me to many of his

friends. He gave me all neceffary inftrudions, and fhewed me his kindnefs on many
occafions.

I went to-dav, accompanied by Mr. Jacob Bcngflon, a member of the Swedifh con-

fiftory, and the fculptor Guilavus Heffelius, to fee the town and the fields which lay

before it. (The former is brother to the Rev. Meffrs. Andrew and Samuel Heffelius,

both minift.rs at Chriftiana in New Sweden, and of the late Dr. John Heffelius in the

provinces of Nerik and Wcrmcland). I\ly new friend had followed his brother Andrew
in 171 1 to this country, and had fince lived in it. I lound that I was now come into

a new world. Whenever I looked to the ground, I every where found fuch plants as

I had never feen before ; when I faw a tree, 1 was forced to flop, and a(k thofe who
accompanied me, how it was called. The firfl: plant which Itruck my eyes was an
andropogon, or a kind of grafs ; and graf? is a part of botany I always delighted in.

I was fcized with terror at the thought of ranging fo many new- and unknown parts

of natural hiftory. At firfl I only confidered the plants, without venturing on a more
accurate examination.

At
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At night I took up my lodging with a grocer who was a quaker ; and I met with

very good honefl: people in this houfe, fuch as nio(l people of this proLflion appeared

to me. I and my Yungftroem, the companion of my voyage, had a room, candles,

beds, attendance, and three meals a-day, if we chofe to have fo many, for twenty

fhillings per week in Penfylvania currency. But wood, wafliing, and wine, if required,

were to be paid lor bcfides.

Sept. the 1 6th. Before I proceed I mufl: give a fliort defcription of Philadelphia,

which I fliall frequently mention in the fequel of my travels. I here put down
fevcral jjaniculars which I marked during my flay at that place, as a help to my
memory.

Philadelphia, the capital of Penfylvania, a province which makes part of what for-

merly was called New Sweden, is one of the principal towns in North America ; and

next to Bolton the greateft. It is fitiiatcd almoli: in the centre of the Englifh colonies,

and its lat. is thirty-niue deg. and fifty min. but its welt long, from London near

fcventy-five deg.

This town was built in the year 1683, or as others fay, in 1682, by the well-known

quaker William Pen, who got this whole province by a grant from Charles the Second,

King of England, after Sweden had given up its claims to it. According to Pen's

plan, the town was to have been built upon a piece of land which is formed by the

union of the rivers Delaware and Skulkill, in a quadrangular form, two Englilh miles

long and one broad. The eaftern fide would therefore have been bounded by the

Delaware, and the vveftern by the Skulkill. They had a6lually begun to build houfes

on both thefe rivers, for eight capital Itreets, each two Enghih miles long, and fixteen

lefler flreets (or lanes) acrofs them, each one mile in length, were marked out with a

confiderable breadth, and in ftraight lines. The place was at that time almoft an entire

wildernefs covered with thick forelts, and belonged to three Swedifh brothers called

Sven's Sasner (fons of Sven) who had fettled in it. They with difficulty left the

place ; the fituation of which was very advantageous. But at !a(t they were perfuaded

to it by Pen, who gave them a few Engliih miles from that place, twice the fpace of

country they inhabited. However Pen himfelf, and his defcendants after him, have

confiderably lelfened the ground belonging to them, by repeated menfurations, under

pretence that they had taken more than they ought.

But the inhabitants could not be got in fufficient number to fill a place of fuch

extent. The plan therefore about the river Skulkill was laid afide till more favourable

circumflances ihould occur, and the houfes were only built along the Delaware. This

river flows along the eaftern fide of the town, is of great advantage to its trade, and

gives a fine profpect. The houfes which had already been built upon the Skulkill

were tranfplanted hitherto by degrees. This town accordingly lies in a very pleafant

country from north to fouth along the river. It meafures fomewhat more than an

Englifli mile in length ; and its breadth in ibme places is half a mile or more. The
ground is flat and confiits of fand mixed v.'ith a little clay. Experience has fliewn that

the air of this place is very healthy.

The ftrcets are regular, fine, and mofl. of them are fifty foot, Englifii meafure,

broad. Arch-ftreet meafures fixty-fix feet in breadth, and Market-ftreet, or the prin-

cipal flreet where the market is kept, near a hundred. Thofe which run longitudinally,

or from north to fouth are feven, exclufive of a little one, which runs along the river,

to the fouth of the market, and is called Water-ftreet. The lanes which go acrofs^

and were intended to reach from the Delaware to the Skulkill, are eight in number.

They do not go quite from eaft to weft, but deviate a little from that diredion. AU
3 D 2 the
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the ftreets except two which are nearefl to the river, run in a ftraight line, and make
right angles at the interfeftions ; feme are paved, others are not, and it feems lefs

neceflary, fince the ground is fandy, and therefore foon abforbs the wet. But in moft

of the ftreets is a pavement of flags, a fathom or more broad, laid before the houfes,

and pofts put on the outfide three or four fathom afunder. Under the roofs are gutters

which are carefully connected with pipes, and by this means, thofe who walk under

them when it rains, or when the Ihow melts, need not fear being wet by the dropping

from the roofs.

The houfes make a good appearance, are frequently feveral ftories high, and built

either of bricks or of ftone ; but the former are more commonly ufed, fince bricks are

made before the town, and are well burnt. The ftone which has been employed in the

building of other houfes is a mixture of black or grey glimmer, running in undulated

veins, and of a loofe, and quite fmall grained limeftonc, which runs fcattered between

the bendings of the other veins, and are of a'grey colour, excepting here and there fome

fmgle grains of fand of a paler hue. The glimmer makes the greatcft part of the ftone,

but the mixture is fometimes of another kind, as I ftiall relate hereafter under the

article, eleventh of Odober. This ftone is now got in great quantities in the country,

is eafily cut, and has the good quality of |not attrafting the moifture in a wet feafon.

Very good lime is burnt every where hereabouts for malonry.

The houfes are covered with ftiingles. The wood for this purpofe is taken from the

cuprefl'us thyoides Linn, or a tree which Swedes here call the white juniper tree, and

the Englifh, the white cedar. Swamps and morafles formerly were full of them, but

at prefent thefe trees are for the greateft part cut down, and no attempt has as yet been

made to plant new ones. The wood is very light, rots lefs than any other in this

country, and for that reafon is exceeding good for roofs, for it is not too heavy for the

walls, and will ferve for forty or fifty years together. But many people already begin

to fear, that thefe roofs will in time be looked upon as having been very detrimental

to'the city. For being fo very light, moft people who have built their houfes of ftone

0/ bricks, have been led to make their walls extremely thin. But at prefent this kind

of wood is almoft entirely deftroyed. Whenever therefore in procefs of time thefe

roofs decay, the people will be obliged to have recourfe to the heavier materials of

tiles, or the like, which the walls will not be ftrong enough to bear. I'he roof will

therefore require fupports. Or the people be obliged to pull dov/n the walls and to

build new ones, or to take other fteps for fecuring them. Several people have already

in late years begun to make roofs of tiles.

Among the public buildings I will firft mention churches, of which there are feveral,

for God is ferved in various ways in this country.

1. The Englifli eftablilhcd church ftands in the northern part of the town, at fome

diftance from the market, and is the fineft of all. It has a little inconfiderable

ftecple, in which is a bell to be rung when it is time to go to church, and on burials.

It has likewife a clock which ftrikes the hours. This building which is called Chrift:

Church, was founded towards the end of the laft century, but has lately been rebuilt and

more adorned. It has two minifters who get the greateft part of their falary from

England. In the beginning of this century, the Swcdifh minifter the Rev. Mr. Rud-
mann, performed the functions of a clergyman to the Englifh congregation for near two

years, during the abfencc of their own clergyman.

2. The Swedifti church, which is otherwii'e called the church of Weekacko, is on
the fouthern part of the town, and almoft without it on the river's fide, and its fituation

16 therefore more agreeable than that of any other. I fliall have an opportunity of

7 defcribing



K.ALm's travels in north AMERICA. 385

dcfcribing it more exadly, when I fliall fpeak of the Swedes in particular, who live in

this p'ace.

3. The German I-utheran church is on the north-weft fide of the town. On my ar-

rival in America it had a little Ueeple, but that being put up by an ignorant architcd:,

before the walls of the church were quite dry, they leaned forwards by its weight,

and therefore they were forced to pull it down again in the autumn of the year 1750,
About that time the congregation received a fine organ from Germany. They have
only one minifter, who likcwife preaches at another Lutheran church in Germantown.
He preaches alternately one Sunday in that church, and another in this. The firft

clergyman which the Lutherans had in this town, was the Rev. Mr. Muhlenberg, who
laid the foundations of this church in 1743, and being called to another place af-

terwards, the Rev. Mr. Brunholz from Slefwick, was his fiiccefTor, and is yet here.

Both thefe gentlemen were fent to this place from Hall in Saxony, and have been
a great advantage to it by their peculiar talent of preaching in an edifying manner.
A little while before this church was built, the Lutheran Germans had no clergyman
for themfelves, fo that the every-where beloved Swedifli minifter at Weekacko, Mr.
Dylander, preached likewife to them. He therefore preached three fermons every
Sunday ; the firll early in the morning to the Germans ; the fecond to the Swedes

;

and the third in the afternoon to the Englifli ; and befides this, he went all the week
into the country, and inltrufted the Germans who lived feparately there. He there-

fore frequently preached fixteen fermons a-week. And after his death, which hap-
pened in November 1741, the Germans firft wrote to Germany for a clergyman for

themfelves. This congregation is at prefent very numerous, fo that every Sunday
the church is very much crowded. It has two galleries, but no veftry. They do
not fing the collefts, but read them before the altar.

4. The old Prefbyterian church is not far from the market, and on the fouth fide

of Market-fti-eet. It is of a middling fize. and built in the year 1704, as the infcrip-

lion on the northern pediment fliews. The roof is built almoft hemifpherical, or at

leaft forms a hexagon. The whole building ftands from north to fouth, for the Prefbyte-

rians do not regard, as other people do, whether their churches look towards a cer-

tain point of the heavens or not.

5. The new Prefbyterian church was built in the year 1750, by the new-lights in

the north-weftern part of the town. By the name of new-Ughts, are underftood the

people who have, from different religions, become profelytes to the well known
Whitefield, who in the years 1739, 1740, and likewife in 1744 and 1745, travelled

through almoft all the Enghfh colonics. His delivery, his extraordinary zeal, and
other talents fo well adapted to the intel lefts of his hearers, made him fo popular that

he frcqueiitly, efpecially in the two / rft years, got from eight thoufand to twenty
thoufand hearers in the fields. His in ention in thefe travels was to coiled: money
for an orphans' hofpital which had been erected in Georgia. He here frequently

colledted feventy pounds fterling at one fermon ; nay, at two fermons which he
preached in the year 1740, both on one Sunday, at Philadelphia, he got an hundred
and fifty pounds. The profelytes of this man, or the above-mentioned new-lights,

are at prefent merely a fedl of Preibyterians. For though Whitefield was originally

a clergyman of the Englifli church, yet he deviated by little and little from her doc-

trines ; and on arriving in the year 1744 at Bofton in New England, he difputed

with the Prelbvtcrians about their doflrines fo much that he almoft entirely embraced
them. For Whitefield was no great difputant, and could therefore eafily be led by

thefe
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thefe cunning people, whitherfoever they would have him. This likewife during his lat-

ter ftay in America caufed his audience to be lefs numerous than during the Hr(t. The
new-lights built tirft, in the year 1741, a great houfe in the weftern part of the town,

to hold divine fervice in. But a divifion arifmg amongfl them after the departure of

Whitefield, and befides on other accounts, the building was fold to the town in the

beginning of the year 1750, and deftined for a fchool. The new-lights then built a

church which I call the new Preltyterian one. On its eaftern pediment is the fol-

lowing infcription in golden letters : Tcmplum Prejhytcrianum, annucnte Numine, ereC'

turn, Anno Dom. MDCCL.
6. The old German reformed church is built in the wefl-north-wefl part of the town,

and looks like the church in the Ladugoordfield near Stockholm. It is not yet finilh-

ed, though for feveral years together, the congregation has kept up divine fervice in

it. Thefe Germans attended the German fervice at the Swedifli church, whihl the

Swedifli minifter, Mr. Dylander, lived.—But as the Lutherans got a clergyman for

themfelves on the death of the laft, thofe of the reformed church made likewife pre-

parations to get one from Dordrecht ; and the firft who was fent to them, was the

Rev. Mr. Slaughter, whom I found on my arrival. But in the year 1750, another

clergyman of the reformed church arrived from Holland, and by his artful behaviour

fo infmuated himfelf into the favour of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter's congregation, that

the latter lofl almoft half his audience. The two clergymen then difputed for feveral

Sundays together about the pulpit ; nay, people relate that the new comer mounted

the pulpit on a Saturday, and ftaid in it all night. The other being thus excluded,

the two parties in the audience, made themfelves the fubject both of the laughter and

of the fcorn of the whole town, by beating and bruifing each other, and committing

other exceffes. The affair was inquired into by the magiftrates, and decided in favour

of the Rev. Mr. Slaughter, the perfon who had been abufed.

7. The new reformed church was built at a little diilance from the old one by the

party of the clergyman who had loft his caufe. This man however had influence

enough to bring over to his party almoft the whole audience of his antagonift, at the

end of the year 1750, and therefore this new church will foon be ufelefs.

8. 9. The Quakers have two meetings, one in the market, and the other in' the

northern part of the town. In them are, according to the cuftom of this people,

neither altars, nor pulpits, nor any other ornaments ufual in churches ; but only feats

and fome fconces. They meet thrice every Sunday in them, and befides that at cer-

tain times every week or every month. I (hall mention more about them here-

after.

10. The Baptifts have their fervice in the northern part of the town.

1 1

.

The Roman Catholics have in the fouth-weft part of the town a great houfe,

which is well adorned within, and has an organ.

12. The Moravian Brethren have hired a great houfe, in the northern part of the

town, in which they performed the fervice both in German and in Englilh ; not only

twice or three times every Sunday, but likewife every night after it is grown dark.

But in the winter of the year 1750, they were obliged to drop their evening meet-

ings ; fome wanton young fellows having feveral times difturbed the congregation,

by an inftrument founding like the note of a cuckoo ; for this noife they made in a

dark corner, not only at the end of every ftanza, but likewife at that of every

line, whilll they were finging a hymn.
Thofe
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Thofe of tlic Englifh chinch, thcNcvv-Iights, the Quakers, and the Germans of the

reformed religion, have each of them their burying-places on one fide out of town, and
not near their churches, though the firft of thefe fonietimes make an exception. All

the others bury their dead in their church-yards, and the Moravian Brethren bury
where they can. The negroes are buried in a particular place out of town.

I now proceed to mention the other public buildings in Philadelphia.

The town-hall, or the place where the alleniblies are held, is fituated in the weflem
part of the town ; it is a fine large building, having a tower with a bell in the middle,

and is the greateft ornament to the town. The deputies of each province meet in it

commonly every Oclober, or even more frequently, if circumflances require it, in order

to confider of the welfare of the country, and to hold their parliaments or diets in mi-

niature. There they revife the old laws, and make new ones.

On one fide of this building ftands the library, which was firft begun in the year

1742, on a public fpirited plan, formed and put in execution by the learned Mr. Frank-

lin ; for he perfuaded firft the moft fubftantial people in the tovm to pay forty (liillings

at theoutfet, and afterwards annually ten fliillings, all in Penfylvania currency, towards

purchafing all kinds of ufeful books. The fiibfcribers are entitled to make ufe of the

books. Other people are likewife at liberty to borrow them for a certain time, but

muft leave a pledge, and pay eight-pence a week for a folio volume, fix-pence for a

quarto, and four-pence for all others of a fmaller fize. As foon as the time allowed

aperfonfor the perufal of the volume is elapfed, it muft be returned, or he is fined.

'J'he money arifing in this manner is employed for the falary of the librarian, and for

purchafing new books. There is already a fine colleftion of excellent works, moft of

them Englifli, many French and Latin, but few in any other language. The fubfcribers

were fo kind to me, as to order the librarian, during my ftay here, to lend me every

book which I ftiouKl want, without requiring any payment. The library was open

every Saturday from four to eight o'clock in the afternoon. Befides the books, feveral

mathematical and phyfical inftruments, and a large colleQion of natural curiofities, were

10 be feen in it. Several little libraries were founded in the town on the fame footing

or nearly with this.

The court-houfe ftands in the middle of Market-ftreet, to the weft of the market

;

it is a fine building, with a little tower in which there is a bell. Below and round

about this building the market is properly kept every week.

The building of the academy is in the weftern part of the town. It was formerly,

as I have before mentioned, a meeting-houfe of the followers of Whitefield ; but they

fold it in the year 1750, and it was deftined to be the feat of an univerfity, or to exprefs

myfelf in more exaft terms, to be a college ; it was therefore fitted up to this purpofe.

The youths are here only taught thofe things which they learn in our common
fchools ; but in time, fuch leftures are intended to be read here as are ufual in real

univerfities.

At the clofe of the laft war, a redoubt was erefted here, on the fouth fide of the

town, near the river, to prevent the French and Spanifli privateers from landing. But

this was done after a very ftrong debate. For the Quakers oppofed all fortifications,

as contrary to the tenets of their religion, which allow not Chriftians to make war, either

offenfive or defenfive, but dired them to place their truft in the Almighty alone.

Several papers were then handed about for and againft the opinion. But the eneui.y's

privateers having taken feveral veflels belonging to the tow^n, in the river, many of the

Quakers, if not all of them, found it reafonable to forward the building of the fortifica-

tion as much as poflible, at leaft by a fupply ot money.
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Of all the natural advantages cf the town its temperate climate is the mofl confi-

derable, the winter not being over fevere, and its duration but ihort, and the^fummer

not too hot ; the country round about bringing forth thofe fruits in the grcateft plenty,

which are raifed by hufbandry. 'J heir September and Odober are like the beginning

of the Swedifh Auguft. And the firfl: days in their February are frequently as pleafant

as the end of April and the beginning of May in Sweden. Even their coldell days in

fome winters have been no fevcrer than the days at the end of autumn are in the

middlemoft parts of Sweden, and the fouthcrn ones of I'inland.

The good and clear water in Philadelphia is likewife one of its advantages. For
though there are no fountains in the town, yet there is a well in every houfe, and fe-

vcral in the ftreets, all which afford excellent water for boiling, drinking, wafliing, and

other ufcs. The water is commonly met with at the depth of forty feet. The water

of the river Delaware is likewife good. But in making the wells, a fault is frequently

committed, which in feveral places of the town fpoils the water, which is naturally

good ; I fliall in the fequel take an opportunity of fpeaking further about it.

The Delaware is exceeding convenient for trade. It is one of the greatefl' rivers in

the world : is three Englifli miles broad at its mouth, two miles at the town of Wil-
mington, and three quarters of a mile at Philadelphia. This city lies within ninety or

an hundred Lnglifh miles from the fea, or from the place where the river Delaware
difcharges itfelf into the bay of that name. Yet its depth is hardly ever lefs than five

or fix fathoms. The greatefl fhips therefore can fail quite up to the town, and anchor

in good ground in five fathoms of water, on the fide of the bridge. The water here

has no longer a faltifh tafle, and therefore all deftru£tive worms which have faftened

themfelves to the fhips in the fea, and have pierced holes into them, either die, or drop

off, after the fliip has been here for a while.

The only difadvantage which trade labours under here is the freezing of the river

almofl every winter for a month or more. For during that time the navigation is en-

tirely flopped. But this does not happen at Bofton, New York, and other towns
which are nearer the fea.

The tide comes up to Philadelphia, and even goes thirty miles higher, to Trenton.

The difference between high and low water is eight feet at Philadelphia.

The catarads of the Delaware, near Trenton, and of the Skulkill, at fome diflance

from Philadelphia, make thefe rivers ufelefs further up the country, in regard to the

conveyance of goods either from or to Philadelphia. Both mufl therefore be carried

on waggons or carts. It has therefore already been thought of to make thefe two
rivers navigable in time, at lead for large boats and fmall veffels.

Several fliips are annually built of American oak, in the docks which are made in

different parts of the town and about it
; yet they can by no means be put in com-

parifon with thofe built of European oak, in point of goodnefs and duration.

I'he town carries on a great trade both with the inhabitants of the country, and to

other parts of the world, efpecially to the Well Indies, South America, and the An-
tilles ; to England, Ireland, Portugal, and to feveral Englifli colonics in North America.

Yet none but Englifh fhips are allowed to come into this port.

Philadelphia reaps the greatefl profits from its trade to the Weft Indies : for thither

the inhabitants fhip almoft everyday a quantity of flour, butter, flefh, and other viduals,

timber, plank, and the like. In return they receive either fugar, molaffes, rum, indigo,

mahogan), and other goods, or ready money. The true mahogany, which grows in

Jamaica, is at prefent ahnoft all cut down.

They
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They fend both Wcfl: India goods and their own produflions to England ; the latter

are all ibrts of woods, efpecially black walnut, and oak planks for fliips ; fhips ready

built, iron, hides, and tar. Yet this latter is properly bought in New Jerfey, the forefts

of which province are confequently more ruined than any others. Ready money is like-

wife font over to England ; from whence in return they get all forts of goods there

manufadured, viz. fine and coarfe cloth, linen, iron ware, and other wrought metals,

and Eafl; India goods ; for it is to be obferved, that England fupplies Philadelphia with

almoft all (tuffs and manufaftured goods which are wanted here.

A great quantity of linfeed goes annually to Ireland, together with many of the fhips

which are built here. Portugal gets wheat corn, flour, and maize which is not ground.

Spain fometimes takes fome corn. But all the money which is got in thefe feveral

countries, muft immediately be fent to England, in payment for the goods which are

got from thence, and yet thofe fums are not fufficient to pay all the debts.

But to (hew more exactly what the town and province have imported from England,

in different years, I (hall here infert an extraft from the Englifli cuflom-houfe books,

which I got from the engineer Lewis Evans, at Philadelphia. This gentleman had

defired one of his friends in London to fend him a complete account of all the goods

fliipped from England to Penfylvania in feveral years. He got this account, and

though the goods are not enumerated in it, yet their value in money is calculated.

Such extracts from the cuftom-houfe books have been made for every North American
province, in order to convince the Englifli parliament, that thole provinces have taken

greater quantities of the goods in that kingdom ever fmce they have turned their money
into bills.

I have taken the copy from the original itfelf ; and it is to be obferved that it begins

with the Chriflmas of the year 1722, and ends about the fame time of the year 1747.
In the firft; column is the value of the foreign goods, the duty for which has already

been paid in England. The fecond column (hews the value of the goods manufactured

in England, and exported to Penfylvania. And in the lad column thefe two fums are

added together, but at the bottom each of the columns is caft up.

But this table does not include the goods which are annually (hipped in great quan-

tities to Penfylvania from Scotland and Ireland, among vihich is a great quantity of

linen.

VOL, Xlll.
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The Value of the Goods annually (hipped from En
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The town not only furniflics nioft of the inhabitants of Penfylvania with the goods

which they want, but numbers of the inhabitants of New Jerfey come every day and

carry on a great trade.

The town has two great fairs every year ; one in May, and the other in November,

both on the fixteenth days of thofe two montlis. But befides thefe fairs, there are

every week two market days, viz. Wednefday and Saturday. On thofe days the

country people in Penfylvania and New Jerfey bring to town a quantity of viduals, and

other produdions of the country, and this is a great advantage to the town. It is

therefore to be wiflied that the like regulation might be made in our Swedifh towns.

You are fure to meet with every produce of the feafon, which the country affords,

on the market-days. But on other days they are in vain fought for.

Provifions ai'e always to be got freih here, and for that reafon mofl: of the inha-

bitants never buy more at a time than what will be fufficient till the next market-day.

In fummer there is a market almofl: every day ; for the viduals do not keep well in

the great heat. There are two places in the town where thefe markets are kept ; but

that near the court-houfe is the principal. It begins about four or five o'clock in the

morning, and ends about nine o'clock in the forenoon.

The town is not enclofed, and has no other cuftom-houfe than the great one for the

{hips.

The governor of the whole province lives here ; and though he is- nominated by the

heirs of Pen, yet he cannot take that office without being confirmed by the King of

England.

The quakers of almoft all parts of North America, have their great affembly here

once a year.

In 1743, a fociety for the advancement of the fciences was erefted here. Its ob-

jefts would have been the curiofities of the three kingdoms, of nature, mathematics,

phyfic, chemiftry, ceconomy, and manufadlures. But the war, which enfued imme-
diately, flopped all defigns of this nature, and fince that time, nothing has been done
towards eftablifliing any thing of this kind.

The declination of the needle was here obferved on the thirtieth of October 1750,
old llyle, to be five degrees and forty-five minutes weft. It was examined by the new
meridian, which was drav;n at Philadelphia in the autumn of the fame year, and extend-

ed a mile in length. By experience it- appears, that this declination lelTens about a

degree in twenty years' time.

The greateft difference in the rifing and falling of the barometer is, according to

the obfer\'ations made for feveral years together by Mr. James Logan, found at iS" 59
and 30'' 78.

Here are three printers ; and every week two Englifh, and one German newfpaper

is printed.

In 1732, on the fifth 'of September, old ftyle, a little earthquake was felt here about

noon, and at the fame time at Bofton in New England, and at Montreal in Canada,

which places are above fixty Swedifli miles afunder.

In November 1737, the well known Prince from Mount Lebanon, Shcich Sidi,

came to Philadelphia, on his travels through moft of the Englifh American colonies.

And in the fame year a fecond earthquake was felt about eleven o'clock at night, on
the feventh of December. But it did not continue above half a minute, and yet it was

felt, according to the accounts of the gazettes, at the fame hour in Newcaftle, New
York, New London, Bofton, and other towns of New England. It had therefore

likewife reached feveral miles.

7 E 2 The
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The Count Sinzendorf * arrived here in the December of the year 1741, and con-

tinued till the next fpring. His uncommon behaviour perfuaded many Engliflimen

of rank, that he was difordered in his head.

I have not been able to find the exaft number of the inhabitants of Philadelphia,

In the year 1746, they were reckoned above ten thoufand, and fmce that time their

number is incredibly increafed. Neither can it be made out from the bills of mor-
tality, fince they are not kept regularly in all the churches. I fliall, however, men-
tion forne of thofe which appeared either in the gazettes or in bills printed on pur-

pofe.

Year.
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not been neceflary to force people to come and fettle here ; on the contrary, foreigners

of dilferent languages have left their country, houfes, property, and relations, and
ventured over wide and ftormy feas, in order to come hither. Other countries,

which have been peopled for a long fpace of time, complain of the fmall number of
their inhabitants. But Peniylvania, which was no better than a defart in the year

1681, and hardly contained five hundred people, now vies withfeveral kingdoms in

Europe in number of inhabitants. It has received numbers of people, which other
countries, to their infinite lol's, have either neglefted or expelled.

A wretched old wooden building, on a hill near the river fomewhat north of the
Wickako church, belonging to one of the Sons of Sven, of whom, as before men-
tioned, the ground was bought for building Philadelphia upon, is preferved on pur-
pofe, as a memorial of the poor ifate of that place before the town was built on it. Its

antiquity gives it a kind of fuperiority over all the other buildings in town, though in

itfelf the worfl of all. This hut was inhabited, whilfl: as yet ftags, deers, elks, and
beavers, at broad day-light, lived in the future ftreets, church-yards, and market-
places of Philadelphia, The noife of a fpinning wheel was heard in this houfe, before

the manufadures now eflabliflied were thought of, or Philadelphia built. But with all

thefe advantages, this houfe is ready to fall downj and, in a few years to come, it

will be as difficult to find the place where it ftood, as it was unlikely at the time of its

ereftion, that one of the greateft towns in America fhould in a fhort time (land clofe

up to it.

Sept. 7th. Mr, Peter Cock, a merchant of this town, affured me that he had lafl

week himfelf been a fpedator of a fnake's fwallowing a little bird. This bird, which
from its cry has the name of cat-bird, (mufcicapa carolinenfis, Linn.) flew from one
branch of a tree to another, and was making a doleful tune. At the bottom of the

tree, but at a fathom's diilance from the ftem, lay one of the great black fnakes, witli

its head continually upright, pointing towards the bird, which was always flutterino-

about, and now and then fettling on the branches. At firfl; it only kept in the top-

mofl; branches, but by degrees it came lower down, and even flew upon the ground,,

and hopped to the place where the fnake lay, which immediately opened its mouth,
caught the bird, and fwallowed it ; but it had fcarce finifhed its repafl before

Mr. Cock came up and killed it. I was afterwards told that this kind of fiiakes was
frequently obferved to purfue little birds in this manner. It is already well known that

the rattle-fnake does the fame.

As I walked out into the fields I found feveral European and even Swedifh
plants growing there. But thofe which are peculiar to America, are much more
numerous.

, The Virginian maple grows in plenty on the fiiores of the Delaware. The Englifli

in this country call it either buttonwood, or waterbeech, which latter name is mofl
ufual. The Swedes call it watienbok, or wafbok. It is Linnasus's platanus occiden-

talis. See Catelby's Nat. Hifl-. of Carolina, vol. i. p. 56. t. 56. It grows for the

greatefl: part in low places, but efpccially on the edge of rivers and brooks. But thefe

trees are eafily tranfplanted to more dry places, if they be only filled with good foi';.

and as their leaves are large, and their foliage thick, they are planted about the horfes

and in gardens, to afford a pleafant fhade in the hot feafon. Some of the Swedes had

boxes, pails, and the like, made of the bark of this tree by the nativeAmericans. They

fay that thofe people, whilfl: they were yet fettled here, made little diflies of ths bark

for gathering whortleberries. This tree likewife grows in raarflies, or in fwampy

fields, where afli and red maple commonly grow. They are fretjuenily^ tall and

thick



29S KALM's travels in north AMERICA.

thick as the beft of our fir trees. The feed ftays on them till fpring, but in the

middle of April the pods open and fh^ the feeds. Query, Whether they are not

ripe before that time, and confequently fooner fit for fowing ? This American maple

is remarkable for its quick growth, in which it exceeds all other trees. There are fuch

numbers of them on the low meadows between Philadelphia and the ferry at Glou-

cefter, on both fides of the road, that in fummer time you go as it were through a

fhady walk. In that part of Philadelphia which is near the Swedjfli church, fome

great trees of this kind ftand on the banks of the river. In the year 1750, on the

1 5th of May, I faw the buds ftill on them ; and in the year 1 749 they began to flower

on the eighth of that month. Several trees of this fort are planted at Chelfea, near

London, and they now, in point of height, vie with the tallefl: oak.

Sept. 1 8th. In the morning I went with the Swedifh painter, Mr. Heffelius, to the

country feat of Mr. Bartram, which is about four Englifh miles to the fouth of Phila-

delphia, at fome diftance from the high road to Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina.

I had therefore the firfl: opportunity here of getting an exact knowledge of the fl;ate

of the country, which was a plain covered with all kinds of trees with deciduous

leaves. The ground was fandy, mixed with clay ; but the fand feemed to be in greater

quantity. In fome parts the wood was cut down, and we faw the habitations of fome

country people, whofe corn-fields and plantations were round their farm-houfes. The
wood was full of mulberry-trees, walnut-trees of feveral kinds, chefnut-trees, faflafras,

and the like. Several forts of wild vines clafped their tendrils round, and climbed up

to the fummits of the higheft trees ; and in other places they twined round the en-

clofurcs, fo thick, that the latter almoft funk down under their weight. The per-

fimon, or diofpyros Virginiana, Linn. fp. pi. p. 15 10, grew in the marfliy fields

and about fprings. Its little apples looked very well already, but are not fit for eating,

before the frofl has affedted them, and then they have a very fine tafl:e. Heflelius

gathered fome of them, and defired my fervant to tafle of the fruits of the land ; but

this poor credulous fellow had hardly bit into them, when he telt the qualities they

have before the frofl: has penetrated them. For they contrafted his mouth fo that he

could hardly fpeak, and had a very difagreeable tafle. This difgufted him fo much
that he was with difficulty perfuaded to tafle of it during the whole of our flay ia

America, notwithflanding it lofes all its acidity, and acquires an agreeable flavour in

autumn and towards the beginning of winter. For the fellow always imagined, that

though he fliould eat them ever fo late in the year, they would fl;ill retain the fame

difagreeable tafle.

To fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who are willing to know how the woods look in this

country, and whether or no the trees in them are the fame with thofe found in our

forefls, I here infert a fmall catalogue of thofe which grow fpontaneoufly in the woods

which are nearefl to Philadelphia. But I exclude fuch flirubs as do not attain any con-

fiderable height. I fliall put that tree firfl in order, which is moft plentful, and fo on
with the reft, and therefore trees which I have found but fingle, though near the town,

vill be laft.

I. Ouercus alba, the white oak, in good ground,

i, Quenus rubra, or the black oak.

3. Quercus Hifpanica, the Spanifh oak, a variety of the preceding.

4. luglans alba, hiccory, a kind of walnut tree, of which three or four varieties are

to be me with.

5. Ru'lus occidentalisy or American blackberry flirub.

7 6. Jeer
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C. Acer riibrttm, the maple tree with red flowers, in fwamps.

7. Rhus glabra, the fmooth leaved fum|ch, in the woods, on high glades, and

old corn fields.

8. Vitis labrufca and Vulpina, vines of fevcral kinds.

9. Sambuciis Canadenfts, American elder tree, along the hedges and on glades.

10. Quercus phcllos, the fwamp oak, in niorafTes.

11. Azalea lutca, the American upright honey-fuckle, in the woods in dry places,

12. Cratcegus Crus galli, the Virginian azarole, in woods.

1 3. Vacciniiim , a fpecies of whortleberry fhrub.

14. Oiierciis prinus, the chelnut oak, in good ground.

15. Cormis Jkrida, the cornelian cherry, in all kinds of ground.

1 6. Liriodendron Tulipifera, the tulip tree, in every kind of foil.

17. Pritnus Virginia?ia, the wild cherry tree.

18. Vacdiiium , a frutex whortleberry, in good ground,

1 9. Prinos •uerticillatus, the winterberry tree, in fwamps.

20. Platanus occidentalis, the water-beech.

21. Nyjfa aquatica, the tupelo tree, on fields and mountains. *

22. Liquidambar Jiyracifliia, ixeet gum tree, near fprings.

23. Betula Ahius, alder, a variety of the Swedifh ; it was here but a fhrub.

24. Fagus cafianea, the chefnut tree, on corn-fields, paftures, and in little woods,

25. "Jiiglans nigra, the black walnut tree, in the fame place with the preceding treei

26. Rhus radicans, the twining fumach, climbed along the trees.

27. Acer Negimdo, the afli-leaved maple, in moralfes and fwampy places.

28. Prunus domejiica, the wild plum tree.

29. Ulmus Americana, the white elm.

30. Prunusfpinofa, floe flirub, in low places.

31. Laurus faffcifras, the fafiafras tree, in a loofe foil mixed with fand.

3-2. Ribes nigrum, the currant tree, grew in low places' and in marfhes.

33. Fraxinus exceljior, the afh tree, in low places.

34. Smilax laurifolia, the rough bind weed with the bay leaf, in woods and on pales

or enclofures.

35. Kahnia latifolia, the American dwarf laurel, on the northern fide of moun-

tains.

36. Morus rubra, the mulberry tree, on fields, hills, and near the houfes.

37. Rhux vernix, the poifonous fumach, in wet places.

38. Quercus rubra, the red oak, but a peculiar variety.

39. Hamamelis virginica, the witch hazel.

40. Diopfpyros Virginiana, the perfimon,

4 1 . Pyrus coronaria, the anchor tree.

42. Juniperus Virginiana, the red juniper, in a dry poor foil.

43. Laurus ajlivalis, fpice wood, in a wet foil.

44. Carpinus ojlrya, a fpecies of horn beam, in a good foil.

45. Carpinus betulus, a horn beam, in the fame kind of foil with the former.

46. Fagus fyhatica, the beech, likewife in good foil.

* Dr. Linnoeus mentions only one fpecies of NyfTa, namely NylTa aquatica ; Mr. Kalm does not men-
tion the name of the fpecies , but if his is not a different fpecies, it mult at leaft be a variety, fince he fays

it jj'rows on hills, whereas the aquatica grows in the water. F,

47. Juglans
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47. yuglans , a fpecies of walnut tree, on hills near rivers *, called by the

Swedes butternuftrs. t

48. Pinus Americatja, Pcnfylvanian fir tree, on the north fide of mountains, and in

vallicsf.

49. Bctula lenta, a fpecies of birch, on the banks of rivers.

50. Cephalautus occidentalis, button wood, in wet places.

51. Pinus tada, the New Jerfey fir tree, on dry fandy heaths.

52. Cercis Canadcnfis, the fallad tree, in a good foil.

^2)' Robinia pfeudacacia^ the locud tree, on the corn-fields.

54. Magnolia glauca, the laurel-leaved tulip tree, in marfhy foil.

55. Tilia Ajncricana, the lime tree, in a good foil.

56. Clcditjia friacanthos, the honey locuft tree, or three-thorned acacia, in the fame

foil.

57. Ccltis occidentalis, the nettle tree, in the fields.

58. Annona muricata, the cuftard apple, in a fruitful foil.

We vifited feveral Swedes, who were fettled here, and in very good circumflances.

One of them (Andrew Rambo) has a fine houfe built of flone, two ftories high, and

a great orchard near it. We were every where well received, and flayed over night

with the above-mentioned countryman. We faw no other marks of autumn than

that feveral fruits of this feafon were already ripe. For befides this, all the trees

were yet as green, and the ground flill as much covered with flowers, as in our fum-

mer. Thoufands of frogs croaked all the night long in the marflies and brooks.

The locufls and grafhoppers made likewife fuch a great noife, that it was hardly pof-

fible for one perfon to underfland another. The trees too were full of all forts of

birds, which by the variety of their fine plumage delighted the eye, while the infinite

variety of their tunes were continually re-echoed.

The orchards, along which we pafTed to-day, were only enclofed by hurdles. But

they contained all kinds of fine fruit. We wondered at firft very much when our

leader leaped over the hedge into the orchards, and gathered fome agreeable fruit for

us. But our aftonifhnient was flill greater, when we faw that the people in the

garden were fo little concerned at it, as not even to look at us. But our companion

told us, that the people here were not fo exa£l in regard to a few fruits, as they are

in other countries where the foil is not fo fruitful in them. We afterwards found

very frequently that the country people in Sweden and Finland guarded their turnips

more carefully, than the people here do the mofl exquifite fruits.

Sept. 19th. As I walked this morning into the fields, 1 obferved that a copious dew
was fallen ; for the grafs was as wet as if it had rained. The leaves of the plants

and trees had contracted fo much moiflure that the drops ran down. I found on this

occafion that the dew was not only on the fuperior, but likewife on the inferior fide

of the leaves. I therefore carefully confidered many leaves both of trees and of

other plants ; both of thofe which are more above, and of thofe which are nearer to

the ground. But I found in all of them, that both fides of the leaves were equally

bedewed, except thofe of the verbafcum thapfus, or great mullein, which, though

their fuperior fide was pretty well covered with the dew, yet their inferior had but a

little.

• Qiicre.

-t"
Tliisfp

Is this the Juglans baccata of Linnncus ? F.

sciee is not to be met with in Linn. fptc. plant. F.

Every
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Evei*y countryman, even a common peafant, has commonly an orchard near his

houfe, in which all forts of fruit, fuch as peivches, apples, pears, cherries, and others,

are in plenty. The peaches were now almofl: ripe. They are rare in Europe, par-

ticularly in Sweden ; for in that CQuntry hardly any people befides the rich taftethem.

But here every countryman had an orchard full ot peach trees, which were covered

with fuch quantities of fruit, that we could fcarcely walk in the orchard without tread-

ing upon thofe peaches which were fallen oft"; many of which were ufually left on
the ground, and only part of them fold in town, and the reft was confumed by the

family and ftrangers. Nay this fine fruit was frequently given to the fwine.

This fruit is however fometimes kept for winter ufe, and prepared in the following

manner. The fruit is cut into four parts, the ftone thrown away, and the fruit put

upon a thread, on which they are expofed to the funfliine in the open air, till they

are fufliciently dry. They are then put into a veffel for winter. But this manner
of drying them is not very good, becaufe the rain of this feafon very eafily fpoils

and putrifies them, whilft they hang in the open air. For this reafon a different

method is followed by others, which is by far the mofl: eligible. The peaches are as

before cut into four parts, are then either put upon a thread, or laid upon a board,

and fo hung up in the air when the fun fnines. Being dried in fome meafure, or

having 1j": their juice by this means, they are put into an oven, out of which the

bread has but juft been taken, and are left in it for a while. But they are foon taken

out and brought into the frefh air ; and after that they are again put into the oven, and
this is repeated feveral times, till they are as dry as they ought to be. For if they were
dried up at once in the oven, they would fnrivel up too much, and lofe part of their

flavour. They are then put up and kept for the winter. They are either baked into

tarts and pyes, or boiled and prepared as dried apples and pears are in Sweden. Several

people here dry and preferve their apples in the fame manner as their peaches.

The peach trees were, as I am told, firft planted here by the Europeans. But at

prefent they fucceed very well, and require even lefs care than our apple and pear trees.

The orchards have feldom other fruit than apples and peaches. Pear trees are

fcarce in this province. They have cherry trees in the orchards, but commonly on
the fides of them towards the houfe, or along the enclofures. Mulberry trees are

planted on fome hillocks near the houfe, and fometimes even in the court-yards of the

houfe. The black walnut trees, or Juglans nigra, grow partly on hills, and in fields

near the farm-houfes, and partly along the enclofures; but moft commonly in the

forefts. No" other trees of this kind are made ufe of here. The chefnuts are left in

the fields ; here and there is one in a dry field, or in a wood.

The Hibifcus efculentus, or Okra*, is a plant which grows wild in the Weft Indies,

but is planted in the gardenshere. The fruit, which is a long pod, is cut whillt it is

green, and boiled in foups, which thereby become as thick as pulfe. This dilh is

reckoned a dainty by fome people, and efpecially by the negroes.

Capficum annuum, or Guinea pepper, is likewife planted in gardens. When the

fruit is ripe it is alnioft entirely red, it is put to a roafted or boiled piece of meat, a

little of it being ftrewed upon it, or mixed with the broth. Befides this, cucumbers

are pickled with it. Or the pods are pounded whilll tliey are yet tender, and being

mixed with fait are preferved in a bottle ; and this fpice is ftrewed over roafted or boil-

ed m.eat, or fried fifh, and gives them a very fine taile. But the fruit by itfelf is as

biting as common pepper.

• In Miiler's Gardener's Diclionary, it is called Ketmia Indica folio ficus, fru£lu pentagonO; reciirvo,

efculento, graciliori, ct longiori.

VOL. XIII. 3 F This
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This country contains many fpocies of the plant which Dr, Linnssus calls Rhus, and

the moft common is the Rhus foliis pinnatis ferratis lanceolatis retrinque nudis, or the

Rhus glabra. The Englifli call this plant Sumach. But the Swedes here have no
particular name for it, and therefore make ufe of the Englifli name. Its berries or

fruits are red. They are made ufe of for dying, and afford a colour like their own.

This tree is like a weed in this country, for if a corn-field is left uncultivated for fome
few years together, it grows on it in plenty, fmce the berries are fpread every where by

the birds. And when the ground is to be ploughed, the roots flop the plough very

much. The fruit flays on the fhrub during the whole winter. But the leaves drop

very early in autumn, after they are turned reddifh, like thofe of our Swedifh mountain

afh. The branches boiled with the berries allbrd a black ink like tlnfture. The boys

eat the berries, there being no danger of falling fick after the repafl ; but they are very

four. They feldom grow above three yards high. On cutting the flem, it appears

that it contains nothing but pith. I have cut feveral in this manner, and found that

fome were ten years old ; but that moft of them were above one year old. When the

cut is made, a yellow juice comes out betvi^een the bark and the wood. One or two of

the moft outward circles are white, but the innermoft are of a yellowifli green. It is

eafy to diflinguifli them one from another. They contain a very plentiful pith, the

diameter of which is frequently half an inch, and fometimes more. It is brown, and

fo loofe that it is eafily puflied out by a little flick, in the fame manner as the pith of

the elder tree, rafpberry, and blackberry, bullies. This fumach grows near the enclo-

fures, round the corn-fields, but efpecially on fallow ground. The wood feemed to

burn well, and made no great crackling in the fire.

Sept. 20. In the morning we walked in the fields and woods near the town, partly

for gathering feeds, and partly for gathering plants for my herbal, which was our

principal occupation; and in the autumn of this year, we fent part of our colleflion to

England and Sweden.

A fpecies of Rhus, which was frequent in the marflies here, was called the poifon

tree by both Englifli and Swedes. Some of the former gave it the name of fwamp-

funiach, and my countrymen gave it the fame name. Dr. Linnseus in his botanical

works calls it Rhus Vernix. Sp. pi. i. 380. Flor. Virgin. 45. An incifion being

made into the tree, a whitifh yellow juice, which has a naufeous fmell, comes out be-

tween the bark and the wood. This tree is not known for its good qualities, but great-

ly fo for the effeft of its poifon, which though it is noxious to fome people, yet does

not in the leaft affeft others. And therefore one perfon can handle the tree as he

pleafes, cut it, peel off its bark, rub'it or the wood upon his hands, fmell at it, fpread

the juice upon his fkin, and make more experiments, with no inconvenience to himfelf

;

another perfon. on the contrary, dares not meddle with the tree while its wood is frefh,

nor can he venture to touch a hand which has handled it, nor even to expofe himfelf to

the fmoke of a fire which is made with this wood, without foon feeling its bad cffefts ;

for the face, the hands, and frequently the whole body, fwells exceflively, and is afFedted

with a very acute pain. Sometimes bladders or bliftcrs arife in great plenty, and make
the fick perfon look as if he was infcfted by a Icprofy. In fome people the external

thin fkin, or cuticle, peels off in a few days, as is the cafe when a perfon has fcalded or

burnt any part of his body. Nay, the nature of fome perfons will not even allow them

to approach the place where the tree grows, or to expofe themfclves to the wind, when
it carries the effluvia or exhalations of this tree with it, without letting them feel the in-

convenience of the fwclling, which I have jufl now dcfcribed. Their eyes are fometimes

ihut up for one, or two and more days together, by the fwclling. I know two brothers,

one
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tsnc of whom could without danger handle this tree in what manner he pleafed, whereas
the other could not come near it without fvvelling. A perfon Ibmetimes does not know
that he has touched this poifonous plant, or that he has been near it, before his face and
hands (hew it by their fwelling, I have known old people who were more afraid of this

tree than of & viper; and I was acquainted with a perfon who, merely by the noxious ex-

halations of it, was fwelled to fuch a degree that he was as ftilT as a log of wood, and
was turned about in his bed.

On relating, in the winter of the year 1750, the poifonous qualities of the fwamp
fumach to my Yungflroem, he only laughed, and looked upon the whole as a fable,

in which opinion he was confirmed by his having often handled the tree the autumn
before, cut many branches of it, which he had carried for a good while in his hand,
in order to prcferve its feeds, and put many into the herbals, and all this without

feeling the lealt inconvenience. He would therefore, being a kind of philofopher in

his own way, take nothing for granted of which he had no fufficient proofs, efpecially

as he had his own experience in the fummer of the year 1749, to fupport the contrary

opinion. But in the next fummer his fyftem of philofophy was overturned, for his

hands fvvelled, and he felt a violent pain and itching in his eyes, as foon as he touched
the tree, and this inconvenience not only attended him when he meddled with this kind
of fumach, but even when he had any thing to do with the rhus radicans, or that

fpecies of fumach which climbs along the trees, and is not by far fo poifonous as the

former. By this adventure he was fo convinced of the power of the poifon tree, that

I could not eafily perfuade him to gather more feeds of it for me. But he not only felt

the noxious cffefts of it in fummer, when he was very hot, but even in winter, when
both he and the wood were cold. Hence it appears, that though a perfon be fee ured

againfl: the power of this poifon for fome time, yet, that in length of time, he may be
affeded with it, as well as people of a weaker conftitution.

I have likewife tried experinaents of every kind with the poifon tree on myfelf. I

have fp read its juice upon my hands, cut and broke its branches, peeled oiFits bark,

and rubbed my hands v.itJi it, fmelt at it, carried pieces of it in my bare hands, and
repeated all this frequently without feeling the baneful effefts fo commonly annexed
to it ; but I however once experienced that the poifon of the fumach was not entirely

without effeft upon me. On a hot day in fummer, as I was in fome degree of perfpi-

ration, I cut a branch of the tree, and carried it in my hand for about half an hour
together, and fmelt at it now and then. I felt no effedts from it till in the evening

j

but next morning I awoke with a violent itching of my eye-lids, and the parts there-

abouts ; and this was fo painful, that I could hardly keep my hands from it. It ceafed

after 1 had waflied my eyes for a while with very cold water; but my eye-lids were-

very (lift' all that day ; at night the itching returned ; and in the morning as I awoke,
I felt it as ill as the morning before, and I ufed the fame remedy againlt it. However,
it continued almoft for a whole week together, and my eyes were very red, and my
eye-lids were with difficulty moved during all that time. My pain ceafed entirely

afterwards. About the fame time, I had fpread the juice of the tree very thick upon
my hand. Three days after they occafioned blifters, which foon went off without

affeSing me much. 1 have not experienced any thing more of the efFefts of this plant,

nor had I any defire fo to do. However, I found that it could not exert its power upon
me when I was not perfpiring.

I have never heard that the poifon of this fumach has been mortal ; but the pain

ceafes after a few days duration. The natives formerly made their flutes of this tree,

bscaufe it has a great deal of pith. Some people aflured me, that a perfon fuflering

3 F 2. fxoax
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from its noifcme exhalations, would eafily recover by fpreading a mixture of the wood
burnt to charcoal, and hog's lard, upon the fwellcd parts. Some aflerted that they

had really tried this remedy. In fome places this tree is rooted out, on purpofe that its

poifon may not affedt the workmen.
I received, as a prefent, feveral curiofities belonging to the mineral kingdom, which

were collefted in the country. The following were thofe w hich were moft worth
attention. The firft was a white and quite tranfparent chnalal*. Many of this kind
are found in Penfylvania, in feveral kinds of ftone, efpecially in a pale-grey limeflone.

The pieces are of the ihicknefs and leng^i of the little finger, and commonly as tranf-

parent as pofllble. But 1 havelikewife got cryftals here, of the length of a foot, and
of the thicknefs of a middle-fized man's leg. They were not fo tranfparent as the

former.

The cubic pyrites of Bin^op Browallius f, was of a very regular texture ; but its

cubes were different in fize, for in fome of the cubes the planes of the fides only

amounted to a quarter of an inch, but in the biggeft cubes they were full two inches.

Some were exceedingly glittering, fo that it was very eafy to be perceived that they

confifted of fulphureous pyrites ; but in fome, one or two fides only glittered fo well,

and the others were dark-brown. Yet mofl: of thefe marcafites had this fame colour

on all the fides. On breaking them they fhewed the pure pyrites. They are found
near Lancafter in this province, and fometimes lie quite above the ground ; but com-
monly they are found at the depth of eight feet or more from the furface of the ground,
on digging wells and the like. Mr. Heffelius had feveral pieces of this kind of ftone,

which he made ufe of in his work. He firft burnt them, then pounded or ground them
to a powder, and at laft rubbed them ftill finer in the ufual way ; and this afforded him
a fine reddifli-brown colour.

Few black pebbles are found in this province, which on the ether hand, yields many
kinds of marble, efpecially a white one, with pale-grey bluifli fpots, which is found in

a quarry at the diftance of a few Englifli miles from Philadelphia, and is very good for

working, though it is not one of the fineft kind of marbles. They make many tomb-
ftones and tables, enchafe chimneys and doors, floors of marble flags in the rooms,
and the Hke, of this kind of marble. A quantity of this commodity is fhipped to dif-

ferent parts of America.

Mufcovyglafs| is found in many places hereabouts, and fome pieces of it are pretty

large, and as fine as thofe which are brought from Ruffia. I have feen fome of them
which were a foot and more in length ; and I have feveral in my colledion that are

nearly nine inches fquare. The Swedes on their firft arrival here made their windows
of this native glafs.

A pale grey fine limeftone§, of a compafl: texture, lies in many places hereabouts,

and afiords a fine lime. Some pieces of it are fo full of fine tranfparent cryftals, that

• Nitriim cryflallus montana, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 84. Cryftallus liexafrona pcllucJda non colorata,

Wallerius's Mineralogy, p. 100. Ciydalius montana, colourlcfs cryllal. Forfter's Introd. to Mine-
ralogy, p. 13.

t Pyrites cryflallinus, Linn. Syfl. Nat. 3. p. 113. Mardiafuae bexacdricae teffelaree. Wallerius's
Mineralogy, p. 211. Marcafits, vcl cryllalli pyritacei, Marcalitts. Forllcr's Introd. to Mineralogy,

?-39-
.

t Mica membranacea, Linn. Syft. Nat. ;j. p. 58. Mica mcmbranacea pelliicidiffima flcxilis alba. Wal-
lerius's Min. p. 120. Ruffian glafn, Mufcovy glafs, ifinglafii, Vitrum rutbenicuin, Vitrum Maria;. For-
fter's Introd. to Mineralogy, p. l».

§ Maimer rude, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 4 i. Calcareus particulisfcintilJantibus, Wall. Min. p. 39. Cal-

careus fcintillans, glittering limeftonc. Forilci's Introd. to Mineralogy, pp.
almcfl
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almon; half of the flone confifts of nothing clfe. But befidcs this limeflonc, they make
lime near the fea-fliore from cyftcr fhelis, and bring it to town in winter, which is fiiid

to be worfe for mafonry, but better for white-wafhing than that which is got from the

limeflone.

Coals have not yet been found in Penfylvania, but people pretend to have feen them
higher up in the country among the natives. Many people however agree that they are

met with in great quantity more to the north, near Cape Breton *.

The ladies make wine from fome of the fruits of the land. They principally take

white and red currants for that purpofe, fmce the fhrubs of this kind are very plentiful

in the gardens, and fucceed very well. An old failor, who had frequently been in

Newfoundland, told^me that red currants grew wild in that country in great quantity.

They likevvife make a wine of ftrawberries, which grow in great plenty in the woods,
but are fourer than the SvvediOi ones. The American blackberries, or rubus occiden-

talis, are likewife made ufe of for this purpofe, for they grow every where about the

fields, alniofl as abundantly as thirties in Sweden, and have a very a<![reeable talte. In

IN'Iaryland a wineis made of the wild grapes, which grow in the woods of that province.

Rafpberries and cherries which are planted on purpofe, and taken great care of, like-

wife afford a very fine wine. It is unneceflary to give an account of the manner of
making the currant wine, for in Sweden this art is in higher perfefliion than in North
America.

Sept. 2 1 ft. The common privet, or liguftrum vulgare, Linn, grows among the

bufhes in thickets and woods ; but I cannot determine whether it belongs to the indi-

genous plants, or to thofe which the Englifii have introduced, the fruits of which the

birds may have difperfed every where. The enclofures and pales are generally made
here' of wooden planks and pofts ; but a few good ceconomifts, having already thought

of fparing the woods for future times, have begun to plant quick-hedges round their

fields ; and to this purpofe they take the above-mentioned privet, which they plant in a
little bank, which is thrown up for it. The foil every where hereabouts is a clay mixed
with fand, and of courfe very loofe. The privet-hedges however, are only adapted to

the tamenefs of the cattle and other animals here ; for the hogs all have a triangular

yoke about their necks, and the other cattle are not very unruly. But in fuch places

where the cattle break through the enclofures, hedges of this kind would make but a

poor defence. The people who live in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, are obliged

to keep their hogs enclofed.

In the afternoon, I rode with Mr. Cock to his country feat, about nine miles from
the town, to the north-weft.

The country on both fides of the road was covered with a great foreft. The trees

were all with annual leaves, and I did not fee a fingle fir or pine. Moft of the trees

were different forts of oak ; but we likewife faw chefnut, walnut, locuft, and apple

trees, with hiccory, blackberry bufiies, and the like. The ground ceafed to be fo

even as it was before, and began to look moi'e like the Englifh ground, diverfified

with hills and vallies. We found neither mountains nor great ftones. and the wood
was fo much thinned, and the ground fo uniformly even, that we could fee a great

way between the trees, under which we rode without any inconvenience, for there

* This has been confirmed, fince Cape Breton is in tlie hands of the Enghfh ; and It is reported that

the ftrata of coals run through the whole iile, and fome baffet out tc-day near the fea- (here, fo that this

ifle will afford immenfe tieafiires of coals,' when the government will find it convenient to have them dug
for the benefit of the nation. F. 1

8 were
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were no bufhes to flop us. In feme places, where the foil was thrown up, we faw

fome little Hones of that kind of which the houfes here are fo generally built. I intend

to defcribe them in the iequel.

As we went on in the wood, we continually faw, at moderate diflancc;, little fields

which had been cleared of the wood. Each of thefe was a farm. Thefe farms were

commonly very pretty, and a walk of trees frequently led from them to the high-road.

The houfes were all built of brick, or of the flone which is here commonly met with.

Every countryman, even though he were the pooreft peafant, had an orchard with

apples, peaches, chefnuts, walnuts, cherries, quinces, and fuch fruits, and Ibmetimes

we faw the vines climbing along them. The vallies were frequently provided with

little brooks which contained a cryRal ftream. The corn, on the fides of the road,

was almoft all mown, and no other grain befides maize and buckwheat was Handing.

The former was to be met with near each farm, in greater or leffer quantities ; it grew
very well and to a great length, the Halks being from fix to ten feet high, and covered

with fine green leaves. Buckwheat likewife was not very uncommon, and in fome

places the people were beginning to reap it. I intend, in the iequel, to be more par-"

ticular about the qualities and ufe of thefe kinds of corn.

After a ride of fix Englifh miles, we came to Germantown ; this town has only one

flreet, but is near two Enghfli miles long. It is for the greatefl part inhabited by Ger-

mans, who from time to time come from their country to North America, and fettle

here, becaufe they enjoy fuch privileges, as they are not poffeffed of any where elfe.

Moll of the inhabitants are manufafturers, and make almoft every thing in fuch quan-

tity and perfection, that in a fliort time this province will want very little from Eng-

land, its mother country. Molt of the houfes were built of the flone which is mixed

with glimmer, and found every where towards Philadelphia, but is more fcarce further

on. Several houfes however were made of brick. They were commonly two flories

high, and fometimes higher. The roofs confilled of Ihingles of the white cedar wood.

Their fhape refembled that of the roofs in Sweden, but the angles they formed at the

top were either obtufe, right angled, or acute, according as the flopes were Heep or

eafy. They fometimes formed either the half of an octagon, or the half of a do-

decagon.

Many of the roofs were made in fuch a manner that they could be walked upon,

having a balullrade round them. Many of the upper flories had balconies before

them, from whence the people had a prolpeCl into the flrcet. The windows, even

thofe in the third (lory, had fluitters. Each houfe had a fine garden. The town had

three churches, one for the Lutherans, another for the Reformed Proteflants, and the

third for the Quakers. The inhabitants were fo numerous, that the ftreet was always

full. The Baptifls have likewife a meeting-houfe.

Sept. 2 2d. After I had been at church, I employed the remainder of the day in

converfing with the mofl confiderable people in town, who had lived here for a long

while, and I enquired into the curiofities hereabouts.

Mr. Cock had a fine fpring near his houfe; it came from a fandy hill, and afforded

water enough conftantly to fill a little brook. Jufl above this fpring Mr. Cock
had erected a building from thofe above-mentioned glittering flones, into which were

put many jugs and other earthern vefiels full of milk: for it kept very well in cold

water during the great heat with which the fummer is attended hci-e.

I afterwards met with many houfes which were fituatcd like this, on fprings, and

therefore were defliiied to keep the meat and milk fr. fli.

Almoft all the enclofurcs round the corn-fields and meadows hereabouts, were made

G . of
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of planks fafloncd in a horizontal direclion. I only perceived a hedge of privet in one

lingie place. The enclofures were not made like ours ; for the people here take polls

from four to fix feet in height, and make two or three holes into them, fo that there

was a diilance of two feet and above between them. Such a poll docs the fame fer-

vice as two, and fomctimcs three poles are fcarce fufficient. The polls were faflened

in the ground, at two or three fathoms diftance from each other, and the holes in

them kept up the planks, which were nine inches, and fometimes a foot broad, and

lay above each other from one poll to the next. Such an enclofure therefore looked

at a dillance like the hurdles in which we enclofe the Iheep at night in Sweden. They
were really no defer than hurdles, being only deflined to keep out the greater animals,

fuch as cows and horfes. The hogs arc kept near the farm-houfes every where about

Philadelphia, and therefore this enclofure does not need to be made clofer on their

account. Chefnut-trees were commonly made ufe of for this purpofe, becaufe this

wood keeps longefl againft putrefaction ; and an enclofure made of it can (land for

thirty years together. But where no chefnut wood was to be got, the white and likewife

black oaks were taken for that purpofe. Of all kinds of wood, that of the red cedar

holds out the longefl. The greatcft quantity of it is bought up here ; for near Phi-

ladelphia it is not plentiful enough to be made ufe of for enclofures ; however,

there are many enclofures near the town made of this wood.

The belt wood for fuel, in every body's opinion, is the hiccory, or a fpecies of wal-

nut ; for it heats well, but is not good for enclofures, fince it cannot well

withfland putrefaftion when it is in the open air. The white and black

oaks are next in goodnefs for fuel. The woods with which Philadelphia is

furrounded, would lead one to conclude, that fuel mufl be cheap there. But it

is far from being fo, becaufe the great and high foreft near the town is the pro-

perty of fome people of quality and fortune, who do not regard the money which they

could make of them. They do not fell fo much as they require for their own ufe, and

much lefs would they fell it toothers. But they leave the trees for times to come, expect-

ing that wood will become much more fcarce. However, they fell it to joiners, coach

makers, and other artifls, who pay exorbitantly for it. For a quantity of hiccory of

eight feet in length, and four in depth, and the pieces being likewife four feet long,

they paid at prefent eighteen (hillings of Penfylvanian currency. But the fame quan-

tity of oak only came to twelve fliillings. The people who came at prefent to fell

wood in the market were peafants, who lived at a great dillance from the town. Every

body complained that fuel, in the fpace of a fe\C years, was rifen in price to many times

as much again as it had been ; and to account for this, the following reafons were

given : the town is increafed to fuch a degree, as to be four or fix times bigger and

more populous than what fome old people have known it to be, when they were

young. Many brick-kilns have been made hereabouts, which require a great quantity

of wood. The country is likewife more cultivated than it ufed to be, and confequently,

great woods have been cut down for that purpofe, and the farms built in thofe places

likewife confume a quantity of wood. Laflly, they melt iron out of the ore, in feveral

places about the town, and this work always goes on without interruption. For thefe

reafons it is concluded, in future times, Philadelphia will be obliged to pay a great price

for wood.

The wine of blackberries, which has a very fine talle, is made in the following man-

ner. The juice of the blackberries is prefied out and put into a veflel, with half a

gallon of this juice, an equal quantity of water is well mixed. Three pounds of brown

fugar are added to this mixtui-e, which mult then (land for a while, and after that it is

fit
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fit for ufe. Cherry wine is made in the fame manner ; but care muft be taken that

when the juice is preffed out, the ftones be not cruflied, for they give the wine a bad
tafte.

They make brandy from peaches here, after the following method : the fruit Is cut

afunder, and the ftones are taken cut; the pieces of fruit are then put into a veflel,

where they are left for three weeks or a month, till they are quite putrid ; they are

then put into a diftilling veflel, and the brandy is made and afterwards diflilled over

again. This brandy is not good for people who have a more refined taCce, but it is only

for the common kind of people, fuch as workmen and the like.

Apples yield a brandy, when prepared in the fame manner as the peaches. But
for this purpofe thofe apples are chiefly taken which fall from the tree before they

are ripe.

The American night-fliade, or phytolacca dccandra, Linn. S. N. grows abundantly

near the farms, on the high road, in hedges and buOies, and in feveral places in the

fields. "Whenever I came to any of thefe places I was fure of finding this plant in

great abundance. Moft of them had red berries, which grew in bunches, and looked
very tempting, though they were not at all fit for eating. Some of thefe plants were yet

in flower. In fome places, fuch as in the hedges, and near the houfes, they fometimes
grow two fathoms high, but in the fields were always low

;
yet I could no where per-

ceive that the cattle had eaten of it. A German of this place, who was a confeftioner,

told me, that the dyers gathered the roots of this plant and made a fine red dye of them.
Here are feveral fpecies of fquirrels. The ground fquirrels, or fciurus fl;riatus

Linn. S. N. are commonly kept in cages, becaufe they are very pretty ; but they cannot
be entirely tamed. The greater fquirrels, or fciurus cinereus^ Linn. S. N. frequently

do a great deal of mifchief in the plantations, but particularly deftroy the maize. For
they climb up the flialks, cut the ears in pieces, and eat only the loofe and fweet kernel,

which lies quite in the infide. They fometimes come by hundreds upon a maize-field,

and then deftroy the whole crop of a countryman in one night. In IVIaryland therefore

every one is obliged annually to bring four fquirrels, and their heads are given to the

furveyor, to prevent deceit. In otherprovinces every body that kills fquirrels received two-
pence a-piece for them from the public, on delivering the heads. Their flelh is eaten

and reckoned a dainty. The fi;ins are fold, but are not much efieemed. Squirrels are

the chief food of the rattle-fnake and other fnakes ; and it was a common fancy with
the people hereabouts, that when the rattle-fnake lay on the ground, and fixed its eyes
upon a fquirrel, the latter would be as it were fafcinated, and that though it were on
the uppermoft branches of a tree, yet it would come down by degrees, till it leaped
into the fnake's mouth. The fnake then licks the little animal feveral times, and
makes it wet all over with its fpittle, that it may go down the throat eafier. It then
fwallows the whole fquirrel at once. When the fnake has made fuch a good meal, it

Jies down to reft without any concern.

The quadruped, which Dr. Linnaeus, in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of
Sciences, has defcribed by the name of urfus cauda elongraa, and which he calls urlus

lotor, in his Syfl;ema Naturas, is here called raccoon. It is found very frequently, and de-

ftroys manychickens. It is hunted by dogs; and when it runs uprtn a tree to fave itfelf, a
man clim.bs upon the tree after it and fliak^s it down to the ground, where the dogs kill

it. The flefli is eaten, and is reputed to tafte well. The bone of its male parts is made
ufe of for a tobacco-ftoppcr. "Lhe hatters purchafe their (kins, and make hats out of the
hair, which are next in goodnefs to beavers. The tail is worn round the neck in winter,

and therefore is likewife valuable. The raccoon is frequently the food of fnakes.

Some
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Some Engliflimcn afferted that near the river Potomack in Virginia, a great quantity

of oyfter-fliells were to be met with, ajid that they themfelves had feen whole moun-
tains of tlicm. The place where they are found is faid to be about two EngHfh miles

diftant from the fea-fliore. The proprietor of that ground burns h'me out of them.
This flratum of oyfter-fliclis is two fathoms and more deep. Such quantities of fhells

have likewife been found in other places, efpecially in New York, on digging in tiie

ground, and in one place, at the diitancc of fome Englifh miles from the fea, a vafl

quantity of oyfter-fliells, and of other fhells, was found. Some people conjeftured that

the natives had formerly lived in that place, and had left the fhells of the oyfters which
they had confumed, in fuch great heaps. But others could not conceive how it hap-
pened that they were thrown in fuch immenfe quantities all into one place.

Every one is of opinion that the American favages were a very good-natured people,

if they were not attacked. Nobody is fo flrift in keeping his word as a favage. If

any one of their allies come to vifit them, they Ihew him more kindnefs, and greater
endeavours to ferve him, than he could have expected from his own countrymen.
Mr. Cock gave me the following relation, as a proof of their integrity. About two
years ago an Englifh merchant travelling amongfl the favages, in order to fell them
neceflaries, and to buy other goods, was fecretly killed, without the murderer's being
found out. But about a year after, the favages found out the guilty perfon amongffe

themfelves. They immediately took him up, bound his hands on his back, and thus

fent him with a guard to the governor at Philadelphia, and fent him word, that they
could no longer acknowledge this wretch (who had been fo wicked towards an Englilh-

man) as their countryman, and therefore would have nothing more to do with him,
and that they delivered him up to the governor, to be punifhed for his villany as the

laws of England direct. This Indian was afterwards hanged at Philadelphia.

Their good natural parts are proved by the following account, which many people

have given me as a true one. When they fend their ambaffadors to the Englifh colo-

nies, in order to fettle things of coniequence with the governor, they fit down on the

ground, as foon as they come to his audience, and hear with great attention the

governor's demands, which they are to make an anfwer to. His demands are fometimes

many ;
yet they have only a ftick in their hand, and make their marks on it with a

knife, without writing any thing elfe down. But when they return the next day to

give in their refolutions, they anfwer all the governor's articles in the fame order in

which he delivered them, without leaving one our, or changing the order ; and give

fuch accurate anfwers, as if they had an account of them at full length in writing.

iVIr. Sleidorn related another flory, which gave me great pleafure. He faid he had
been at New York, and had found a venerable old American favage amongfl feveral

others in an inn. This old man began to talk with Sleidorn as foon as the liquor was
getting the better of his head, and boafted that he could write and read in EngliHi.

Sleidorn therefore defired leave to alk a queftion, which the old man readily granted.

Sleidorn then afked him, whether he knew who was firft circumcifed ? and the old man
immediately anfwered, Father Abraham ; but at the fame time afked leave to propofe

a queftion in his turn, which Sleidorn granted ; the old man then faid, who was the

firft quaker ? Sleidorn faid it was uncertain, that fome took one perfon for it, and fome

another ; but the cunning old fellow told him, you are miftaken, fir ; Mordecai was

the firft quaker, for he would not take off his hat to Haman. Many of the favages,

who are yet heathens, are faid to have fome obfcure notion of the deluge. But I am
convinced, from my own experience, that they are not at all acquainted v/ith it.

VOL. XIII. 30 I met
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I met with people here who maintained that giants had formerly livednthefe pirr^,

and the following particulars confirmed them in this opinion. A few years ago fome

people digging in the ground, met with a grave which contained human bones of an

aftonifhing fize. The tibia is faid to have been fourteen feet long, and the os femoris

to have meafured as much. The teeth are likewife faid to have been of a fize pro-

portioned to the reft. But more bones of this kind have not yet been found. Perfons

ikilled in anatomy, who have feen thefe bones, have declared that they were human

bones. One of the teeth has been fent to Hamburgh, to a perfon who collefted natural

curiofities. Among the favages, in the neighbourhood of the place where the bones

were found, there is an account handed down through many generations from fathers to

children, that in this neighbourhood, on the banks of a river, there lived a very tali

and ftrong man, in ancient times, who carried the people over the river on his back,

and waded in the water, though it was very deep. Every body to whom he did this

fervice gave him fome maize, fome Ikins of animals, or the like. In fine, he got his

livelihood by this means, and was, as it were, the ferryman of thofe who wanted to pafs

the river.

The foil here confifts for the greateft part of fand, which is more or lefs mixed with

clay. Both the fand and the clay are of the colour of pale bricks. To judge by ap-

pearance the ground was none of the beft ; and this conjefture was verified by the-

inhabitants of the country. When a corn-field has been obliged to bear the fame kind

of corn for three years together, it does not after that produce any thing at all, if it be

not well manured, or fallowed for fome years. Manure is very difficult to be got,

and therefore people rather leave the field uncultivated. In that interval it is covered

with all forts of plants and trees ; and the countryman, in the meanwhile, cultivates a

piece of ground which has till then been fallow, or he chufes a part of the ground

which has never been ploughed before, and he can in both cafes be pretty fure of a

plentiful crop. This method can here be ufed with great convenience ; lor the foil

is loofe, fo that it can eafily be ploughed, and every countryman has commonly a great

deal of land for his property. The cattle here are neither houfed in winter, nor

tended in the fields, and for this reafon they cannot gather a fufficient quantity of

dung.

The cattle were originally brought from Europe. The natives have never had any,

and at prefent, few of them care to get any. But the cattle degenerate by degrees here,

and become fmaller ; for the cows, horfes, fheep, and hogs, are all larger in England,

though thofe which are brought over are of that breed. But the firft generation de-

creafes a little, and the third and fourth is of the fame fize with the cattle already com-

mon here. The climate, the foil, and the food, altogether contribute their fhare

towards producing this change.

It is remarkable that the inhabitants of the country, connnonly fooner acquire

underftanding, but likewife grow fooner old than the people in Europe. It is nothing

uncommon to fee little children giving fprightly and ready anfwers to queftions that

are propofed to them, fo that they feem to have as much underftanding as old men.

But they do not attain to fuch an age as the Europeans ; and it is almoft an unheard of

thing, that a perfon born in this country, ftiould live to be eighty or ninety years of

age. But I only fpeak of the Europeans that fettled here ; for the favages, or firft

inhabitants, frequently attained a great age, though at prefent fuch examples are

uncommon, which is chiefly attributed to the great ufe of brandy, which the favages

have learnt of the Europeans. Thofe who are born in Eui'ope attain a greater age here

thaa
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than thofe who are born here of European parents. In the lafl; war it plainly appeared

that thcfe new Americans were by far lefs hardy than the Europeans in expeditions,

fieges, and long fca-voyagcs, and died in numbers. It is very difficult for them to ufe

themfelves to a climate different from their own. The women ceafe bearing children

fooner than in Europe. They feldom or never have children after they are forty or

forty-five years old, and fome leave off" in the thirtieth year of their age. I enquired

into the caufes of this, but no one could give me a good one. Some faid it was owing

to the affluence in which the people live here. Some afcribed it to the inconff;ancy and

changeabienefs of the weather, and believed that there hardly was a country on earth

in which the weather changes fo often in a day as it does here. For if it were ever fo

hot, one could not be certain v h nher in twenty-four hours there would not be a piercing

cold ; nay, fometimes the wea h -r will change five or fix times a day.

The trees in this country have the fame qualities as its inhabitants. For the (hips

which are built of American wood, are by no means equal in point of ftrength,

to thofe which are built in Europe. This is what nobody attempts to contradict.

When a fliip, which is built here, has ferved eight or twelve years, it is worth little ;

and if one is to be met with which has been in ufe longer, and is yet ferviceable, it is

reckoned very aftonifliing. It is difficult to find out the caufes from whence this

happens. Some lay the fault to the badnefs of the wood ; others condemn the method

of building the Ihips, which is to make them of trees which are yet green and have had

no time to dry. 1 believe both caufes are joined, for I found oak, which at the utmofl

had been cut down about twelve years, and was covered by a hard bark ; but upoa

taking off" this bark, the wood below it was almofl: entirely rotten, and hke flour, fo that

I could rub it into powder between my fingers. How much longer will not our

European oak ftand before it moulders!

At night we returned to Philadelphia.

Sept. 23d. Their are no hares in this country, but fome animals which are a medium

between our hares and rabbits, and make a great devaftation whenever they get into

fields of cabbages and turnips.

Many people have not been able to find out why the North American plants, which

are carried to Europe and planted there, for the greatefl part flower fo late, and do not

get ripe fruit before the frofl overtakes them, although it appears from feveral accounts

of travels, that the winters in Penfylvania, and more fo thofe in New York, New
England, and Canada, are full as fevere as our Swedifli winters, and therefore are

much feverer than thofe which are felt in England. Several men ofjudgment charged

me for this reafon to examine and enquire into this phenomenon with all poflible
,

care. But I ihall, inftead of an anfwer rather give a few remarks which I made upon

the climate and upon the plants of North America, and leave my readers at liberty

to draw the conclufions.

I. It is true, that the winters in Penfylvania, and much more thofe in the more

northern provinces, are frequently as fevere as our Swedifli winters, and much colder

than the Englifli ones, or thofe of the fouthern parts of Europe. For I found at

Philadelphia, which is above twenty degrees more foutherly than feveral provinces in

Sweden, that the thermometer of profeffor Celfius fell twenty-four degrees below the

freezing point in winter. Yet I was affured that the winters I fpent here were none

of the coldefl:, but only common ones, which I could likewife conclude from the

E)elaware's not being frozen ftrong enough to bear a carriage at Philadelphia during

my ftav, though this often happens. On confidering the breadth of the river, which

1 have already mentioned ii my defcription of Philadelphia, and the difference between

302 high
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high and low water, which is eight EngliOi feet; it will pretty plainly appear, that a

very intenfe frofl is required to cover the Delaware with fuch thick ice.

2. But it is likewifc true, that though the winters are fevere here, yet they are

commonly of no long duration ; and I can juftly fay, that they do not continue above

two months, and ibmetimes even lefs at Philadelphia ; and it is fomelhing very

uncommon when they continue for three months together, infomuch that it is put into

the gazettes. Nearer ths pole the winters are fomewhat longer, and in the quite

northern parts they are as long as the Swedifh winters. The daily meteorological

obfervations which I have made during my ftay in America, and which are annexed to

this work, will give more light in this matter.

3. The heat in fummer is exceffive,- and without intermiffion. I own I have feen

the thermometer rife to nearly the fame degree at Aobo in Finland. But the

difference is, that when the thermometer of profeffor Celfius rofe to thirty degrees

above the freezing point, once in two or three fummers at Aobo, the fame thermo-

meter did not only, for three months together, ftand at the fame degree, but even

fometimes rofe higher, not only in Penfylvania, but likevvife in New York, Albany,

and a great part of Canada. During the fummers which I fpent at Philadelphia, the

thermometer has two or three times rifen to thirty-fix degrees above the freezing

point. It may therefore with great certainty be faid, that in Penfylvania, the greateft

part of April, the whole of May, and all the following months till October, are like

cur Swedifli months of June and July. So exceffive and continued a heat muft cer-

tainly have very great effeifls. I here again refer to my meteorological obfervations.

It muft likewife be afcribed to the effects of this heat that the common melons, the

water melons, and the pumpions of different forts, are fown in the fields without any

bells or the like put over them, and yet are ripe as early as July ; further, that cherries

are ripe at Philadelphia about the 25th of May, and that in Penfylvania the wheat is

frequently reaped in the middle of June.

4. The whole of September, and half, if not the whole of O^fliober, are the finefl:

months in Penfylvania ; for the preceding ones are too hot. But thefe reprefent our

July and half of Auguft, The greateft part of the plants are in flower in September,

and many do not begin to open their flov/ers before the latter end of this month. I

make no doubt that the goodnefs of the feafon, which is enlivened by a clear fky and

a tolerable hot fun-fhine, greatly conti-ibutes tov%'ards this laft efi'ort of Flora. Yet
though thefe plants come out fo late, they are quite ripe before the middle of October.

But I am not able to account for their coming up fo late in autumn ; and I rather alk,

why do not the centaurea jacea, the gentiana, amarella, and centaurium of Lin-

naeus, and the common golden rod, or folidago virgaurea, flower before the end of

fummer ? or why do the common noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, the wild

violets (viola martia, Linn.) the mezereon Cdaphne mezereum, Linn.) and other

plants fhew their flowers 10 cariy in fpring ? ^It has pleafed the Almighty Creator

to give to them this difponuon. The weather at Philadelphia during thefe months

is fhewn by mv meteorological tables. I have taken the greateft care in my obferva-

tions, and have always avoided putting the thermometer into any place where the fun

could fhine upon it, or where he had before heated the wall by his beams; for in

thofe cafes my obfervations would certainly not have been exadl. The weather during

our September and October is too well known to want an explanation. *

5. However

* Tlic Englith reader, who Is perhaps not fo wellacquninted with the weather of the Swtdifli autumn,

may forta an idea of it, by having rccourfc to the CaleuJaiium FlojiVj or tlie botaaital aud occonotnical

almaiiiicic
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5. However there are feme fpontaneous plants in Penfylvania, which do not every

year bring their feeds to maturity before the cold begins. To thefe belong fome fpecies

of gentiana, of afters, and others. But in thefe too the wifdom of the Creator has

wifely ordered every thing in its turn. For almofl all the plants which have the quality

of flowering fo late in autumn, are perennial, or fuch as, though they have no feed to

propagate themfelves, can revive by fhooting new branches and ftalks from the fame
root every year. But perhaps a natural caufe may be given to account for the late

growth of thefe plants. Before the Europeans came into this country, it was inhabited

by favage nations, who pradifed agriculture but httle, or not at all, and chiefly lived

upon hunting and fifliing. The woods, therefore, have never been meddled with, ex-

cept that fometimes a fniall part was dellroyed by fire. The accounts which we have
of the firft landing of the Europeans here, fhew that they found the country all over

covered with thick forefls. * From hence it follows, that, excepting the higher trees,

and the plants which grow in the water or near the fhore, the refl mufl:, for the great-

efl part, have been obliged to grow, perhaps for a thoufand years together, in a Ihade,

either below or between the trees, and they therefore naturally belong to thofe which
are only peculiar to woody and fliady places. The trees in this country drop their leaves-

in fuch quantities in autumn, that the ground is covered with them to the depth of four

or five inches. Thefe leaves lie a good while in the next fummer before they moulder,

and this mufl: of courfe hinder the growth of the plants which are under the trees, at the

fame time depriving them of the few rays of the fun, which can come down to them
through the thick leaves at the top of the trees.- Thefe caufes joined togethermake
fuch plants flower much later than they would otherwife do. IV'Iay it not therefore be
faid, that in fo many centuries thefe plants had at lafl: contraded a habit of coming up
very late, and that it would now require a great; fpace of time to make them lofe this

habit, and ufe them to quicken their growth ?

Sept. 24th. We employed this whole day in gathering the feeds of plants of all

kinds, and in putting fcarce plants into the herbal.

Sept. 25th. Mr. Heflelius made me a prefent of a little piece of petrified wood,
which was found in the ground here. It was four inches long, one inch broad, and
three lines thick. It might plainly be feen that it had formerly been wood. For in

the places where it had been poliflied, all the longitudinal fibres were eafily difliinguifli-

able, fo that it might have been taken for a piece of oak which was cut fmooth. My
piece was part of a flill greater piece. It was here thought to be petrified hiccory.

I afterwards got more of it from other people. Mr. Lewis Evans told me, that on the

boundaries of Virginia, a great petrified block of hiccory had been found in the ground,

with the bark on it, which was likewife petrified.

Mr. John Bartram, an Englifliman, who lives in the country, about four miles from
Philadelphia, has acquired a great knowledge of natural philofophy and hifl:ory, and
feems to be born with a peculiar genius for thefe fciences. In his youth he had no
opportunity of going to fchool. But by his own diligence and indefatiijable application

he got, without inllruclion, fo far in Latin, as t ) underftand all Latin books, and even
thofe which were filled with botanical terms. H2 has, in feveral fucceflive years, made
frequent excurfions into difterent diftant parts or' North America, with an intention of
gathering all forts of plants which are fcarce and little known. Thofe which he found

almanack of Sweden, in Dr. L;r,pajn-;'s AmoBn. Acadera. and in Mr. StilUngflcct's Swedifh trafts,

tranllated from the Amoeo. Acad :d edition. F.
• Vide Kackluyt'3 CoUca. Voy, 111.24(5.

he
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he has planted in his own botanical garden, and likewife fent over their feeds or frelh

roots to England. We owe to him the knowledge of many fcarce plants, which he firfl:

found, and which were never known before. He has {hewn great judgment, and an

attention which lets nothing efcape unnoticed. Yet with all thefe great qualities, he is

to be blamed for his negligence ; for he did not care to write down his numerous and

ufeful obfervations. His friends at London once obliged him to fend them a Ihort

account of one of his travels, and they were very ready, with a good intention, though

not with fufficient judgment,' to get this account p'inted. But this book did Mr.

Bartram more harm than good ; for as he is rather backward in writing down what he

knows, this publication was found to contain but few new obfervations. It would not

however be doing juftice to Mr. Bartram's merit, if it were to be judged of by this

performance. He has not filled it with a thoufandth part of the great knowledge which

he has acquired, in natural philofophy and hiftory, efpecially in regard to North

America. I have often been at a lofs to think of the fources, from whence he got

many things which came to his knowledge. I likewife owe him many things, for he

poffelTed that great quality of communicating every thing he knew. I Ihall, therefore,

in the fequel, frequently mention this gentleman. For I Ihould never forgive myfelf

if I were to omit the name of the firft inventor, and claim that as my own invention

which I learnt from another perfon.

Many mufcle-fhells, or mytili anatini, are to be met with on the north-weft fide of

the town, in the clay-pits, which were at prefent filled with water from a little brook in

the neighbourhood. Thefe mufclesfeem to have been wafhed into that place by the

tide, when the water in the brook was high. For thefe clay-pits are not old, but were

lately made. Poor boys fometimes go out of town, wade in the water, and gather great

quantities of thefe fliells, which they fell very eafily, they being reckoned a dainty.

The Virginian azarole, with a red fruit, or Linneeus's cratasgus crus galli, is a fpecies

of hawthorn, and they plant it in hedges, for want of that hawthorn, which is commonly

ufed for this purpofe in Europe. Its berries are red, and of the fame fize, fhape, and

tafte, with thofe of our hawthorn. Yet this tree does not feem to make a good hedge,

for its leaves were already fallen, whilft other trees ftill preferved theirs. Its fpines are

very long and fharp ; their length being two or three inclies. Thefe fpines are applied

to fome inconfiderable ufe. Each beiry contains two ftones.

Mr Bartram affured me, that the North American oak cannot refift putrefaftion for -

near fuch a fpace of time as the European. For this reafon, the boats ^which carry all

forts of goods down from the upper parts of the country) upon the river Hudfon, which

is one of the greateft in thefe parts, are made of two kinds of wood. That part which

muft always be under water, is made of black oak; but the upper part, which is now

above and now under water, and is therefore more expofed to putrefadion, is made of red

cedar, or juniperis Virginiana, which is reckoned the mod hardy wood in the country.

The bottom is made of black oak, becaufe that wood is very tough. For the river

being full of ftones, and the boats frequently running againft them, the black oak

gives way, and therefore does not eafily crack. But the cedar would not do lor this

purpofe, becaufe it is hard and brittle. The oak likewife is not fo much attacked by-

putrefaction, when it is always kept under water.

In autumn, I could always get good pears here; but every body acknowledged that

this fruit would not fucceed well in the country.

All my obfervations and remarks on the qualities of the rattle-fnakc, are inferted in

the lufuioirs of the Swedifh academy of fciences, for the year 1752, p. 316, and for

the year 1753, p. 54, and thither I refer the reader.*

• Vide medical, See. cafes and experiments, traiiflated from the Swcdidi, London 1758. p. 282. P.

7 Bears
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Bears are very numerous higher up in the country, and do much mifchief. Mr.

Bartram told me, that when a bear catches a cow, he kills her in the following man-

ner: he bites a hole into the hide, and blows with all his power into it, till the animal

fwells exccflivcly and dies ; for the air expands greatly between the flelh and the hide.*

An old Swede, called Nils Guftave's fon, who was ninety-one years of age, faid, that

in his youth, the bears had been very frequent hereabouts, but that they had feldoin

attacked the cattle : that whenever a bear was killed, its fleih was prepared like pork,

and that it had a very good tafte ; and the flelh of bears is ftill prepared like ham, on

the river Morris. The environs of Philadelphia, and even the whole province of Pen-

fylvania in genera!, contain very few bears, they having been extirpated by degrees.

In Virginia they kill them in feveral different ways. Their flefli is eaten by both rich

and poor, fince it is reckoned equal in goodncfs to pork. In fome parts of this pro-

vince, where no hogs can be kept, on account of the great numbers ot bears, the people

are uied to catch and kill them, and to ufe them inflead of hogs. The American

bears, however, are faid to be lefs fierce and dangerous than the European ones.

Sept. 26th. The broad plantain, or plantago major, grows on the high-roads,

foot-paths, meadows, and in gardens, in great plenty. Mr. Bartram had found this

plant in many places on his travels, but he did not know whether it was an original

American plant, or whether the Europeans had brought it over. This doubt had its

rife from the favages (who always had an extenfive knowledge of the plants of the

country) pretending that this plant never grew here before the arrival of the Euro-

peans. They therefore gave it a name which fignifies, the Englilhman's foot; for they

fay, that where a European had walked, there this plant grew in his foot-fteps.

The chenopodium album, or goofefoot with finuated leaves, grows in plenty in the

gardens. But it is more I'carce near the houfes, in the ftreets, on dunghills, and corn-

fields. This feems to (hew, that it is not a native of America, but has been brought

over amongfl: other feeds from Europe. In the fame manner it is thought that the

tanfey, (tanacetum vulgare, Linn ) which grows here and there in the hedges, on the

roads, and near houfes, was produced from European feeds.

The common vervain, with blue flowers, or verbena officinalis, was fhewn to me by
Mr. Bartram, not far from his houfe, in a little plain near Philadelphia. It was the only

place where he had found it in America ; and for this reafon I fuppofe it was likewife

fown here amongfl; other European feeds.

Mr. Bartram was at this time building a houfe in Philadelphia, and had funk a

cellar to a confiderable depth, the foil of which was thrown out. I here obferved

the following flirata : the upper loofe foil was only half a foot deep, and of a dark

brown colour. Under it was a fl;ratum of clay, fo much blended with fand, that it

was in greater quantity than the clay itfelf ; and this fl:ratum was eight feet deep.

Thefe were both brick coloured. The next ftratum confifted of little pebbles mixed
with a coarfe fand. The fl:ones confifl:ed either of a clear, or of a dark quartz ; f

• This has all ihe appearance of a vuljrar error : neither does the fucceeding account of the American
bears being carnivorous, agree with the obfervations of the moll judicious travellers, who deny the fait. P.

But however, it might be feafible to reconcile both opinions. For Europe has two or three kinds of

bears, one fpecies of which is carnivorous, the other lives only on vegetables : the large brown fpecies,

with its fmall variety, are reputed to be carr.ivovous, the black fpecies is merely phytivorous. In cafe

therefore both fpecies arc found in Korth America, it would be very eafy to account for their being both
carnivorous and not. F.

f Quartzum hyalinum, Linn. Sy(l. Nat. 3. p. 6j. Quartzum folidum pellucidum, Wallerii Miner. 91,

The common quartz, Foi iter's Mineriilogy, p. 16. And quartzum coloratum, Linn. Syft. Nat. 3. p. 65.

Quaruura folidum op.'cura coloratum. Wall. Min, 99. The impure quartz, Foill. Min. p. 16.

they
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they were quite fmooth and roundifh on the outfide, and lay in a ftratum which was

a foot deep. Then the brick-coloured clay mixed with fand appeared again. Bat

the depth of this ftratum could not be determined. Query, Could the river formerly

have reached to this place and formed thefe ftrata ?

Mr. Bartram has not only frequently found oyfter-fhells in the ground, but like-

wife met with fuch fhclls and fnails, as undoubtedly belong to the fea, at the diftance

of a hundred and more Englifli miles from the fliore. He has even found them on

the ridge of mountains which feparate the Englifh plantations from the habitations of

the favages. Thefe mountains, which the Englifh call the blue mountains, are of

confidcrable height, and extend in one continued chain from north to fouth, or from

Canada to Carolina. Yet in fome places they have gaps, which are as it were broke

through, to afford a paffage for the great rivers, which roll down into the lower

country.

The caffia chamsecrifta grew on the roads through the woods, and fometimes on

uncultivated fields, efpecially when fhrubs grew in them. Its'leaves are like thofe of

the fenfitive plant, or mimofa, and have likewife the quality of contrading when

touched, in common with the leaves of the latter.

The crows in this country are little different from our pommon crows in Sweden.

Their fize is the fame with that of our crows, and they are as black as jet in every

part cf their body. I faw them flying to-day in great numbers together. Their

voice is not quite like that of our crows, but has rather more of the cry of the rook, or

Linnaius's corvus frugilegus.

Mr. Bartram related, that on his journies to the northern Englifh colonies, he had

difcovered great holes in the mountains on the banks of rivers, which, according to

his defcripiion, mud exactly have been fuch giants' pots, * as are to be met with in

Sweden, and which I have dcfcribed in a particular differtation read in the Royal

Svvedifh Academy of Sciences. Mr. Bartram has likewife addreffed fome letters to

the Royal Society at London upon this fubject. For fome people pretended that

thefe holes were made by the lavages, that they might in time of war hide their

corn and other valuable effefts in them. But he wrote againfl: this opinion, and ac-

counted for the origin of thefe cavities in the following manner : When the ice

fettles, many pebbles flick in it ; in fpring, when the fnow melts, the water in the

rivers fwells fo high that it reaches above the place where thefe holes are now found

in the mountains. The ice therefore will of courfe float as high. And then it

often happens that the pebbles which were contained in it ever fince autumn, when
it firfl; fettled on the banks of the river, fall out of the ice upon the rocky bank,

and are from thence carried into a cleft or crack by the water. Thefe pebbles are

then continually turned about by the water, which cornes in upon them, and by this

means they gradually form the hole. The water at the fame time polilhcs the Itone

by its circular motion round it, and helps to make the hole or cavity round. It is

certain that by this turning and toffmg the ftone is at lad unfit for this purpoie

:

but the river throws commonly every fpring other ftoncs inflead of it into the cavity,

and they are turned round in the fame manner. By this whirling, both the mountain

and the ftone aflbrd cither a fine or a co;ufe (iind, which is wafhed away by the water,

when in fpring, or at other limes, it is high enough to throw its waves into the cavity.

This was the opinion of Mr. Bartram about the origin of thefe cavities. The Royal

• In Swcd^'n, and in the north of Germany, the round holes in rivers, with a ftony or rocky bed, whicl

the whirling of the water has made, are called gianu' pots ; thefe holes are iikewife mentioned in Mr,
^rofley's new obfcrvations on Italy, Vol. i. p. S. F.

Societ'



KAI.m's travels in north AMERICA. 417

Society of Sciences at London, has given a favourable reception to, and approved of

them*. The remarks which I made in the fummer of the year 1743, du:-ing my
ilay at Land's-Ort, in my country, will prove that I was at that time of the fame opi-

nion, in regard to thefe holes. I have fince further explained this opinion ia a letter

to the Royal Academy of Sciences ; and this letter is flill prefcrvcd in the Academy's

Memoirs, which have not yet been publiihed. But there is great reafon to doubt,

whether all cavities of this kind, in mountains, have the fame origin.

Here are different fpecies of mulberry trees, which grow wild in the forefls of

North and South America. In thefe parts the red mulberry trees are more plentiful

than any other. However, iVIr. Bartram allured me, that he had likewife feen the

white mulberry trees growing wild, but that they were more fcarce. I afked him,

and feveral other people of this country, why they did not fet up filk manufaftures,

having fuch a quantity of mulberries, which fuccced fo eafily ? For it has been ob-

ferved, that when the berries fall upon the ground, where it is not compact, but loofe,

they foon put out feveral fine delicate flioots. But they replied, that it would not be

worth while to eretl any fdk manufaftures here, becaufe labour is fo dear. For a

man gets from eighteen pence to three (hillings and upwards, for one day's work, and

the women are paid in proportion. They were therefore of opinion, that the culti-

vation of all forts of corn, of hemp, and of flax, would be of greater advantage, and

that at the fame time it did not require near fo much care as the feeding of filk-worms.

By the trials of a governor in Connefticut, which is a more northern province than

New York, it is evident, however, that filk-worms fuc(?eed very well there, and that

this kind of mulberry trees is very good for them. The governor brought up a great

quantity of filk worms in his court-yard ; and they fucceeded fo well, and Ipun !o

much filk, as to afford him a fufRcient quantity for clothing himfelf and all his

family. ... '
.

Several forts of vines likewife grow wild hereabouts. Whenever I made a little

excurfion out of town, I faw them in numerous places climbing up trees and hedges.

They clafp around them, and cover them fometimes entirely, and even hang down
on the fides. This has the fame appearance, at a diftance, as the tendrils of hops

climbing along trees. I enquired of Mr. Bartram, why they did not plant vineyards,

or prefs wine from the grapes of the wild vine ? But they anfwered, that the fame

objedion lay agalnfl it, which lies againfl the ere£lion of a filk manufadure, that the

necefTary hands were too fcarce, and it therefore was more rational to make agricul-

ture their chief employment. But the true reafon undoubtedly is, that the wine

which is prefTed out of mod of the North American wild grapes, is lour and fliarp,

and has not near fuch an agreeable tafle as that which is made from European grapes.

The Virginian wake robin, or arum virginicum, grows in wet places. Mr. Bartram

told me, that the favages boiled the fpadix and the berries of this flower, and devoured

it as a great dainty. When the berries are raw, they have a harfh, pungent tafte,

which they lofe in great meafure upon boiling.

The farothra gentianoides grows abundantly in the fields, and under the budies, in

a dry fandy ground near Philadelphia. It looks extremely like our whortleberry

buflies when they firfl begin to green, and when the points of the leaves are yet red,

Mr. Bartram has fent this plant to Dr. Dillcnius ; but that gentleman did not know
where he fhould range it. It is reckoned a very good traumatic, and this quality Mr.

• How far this approbation of the Royal Society ought to be credited, is to be underftood from the

adveriifements publiflicd at the head of each new volume of the Philofophical Tranfadlions. F.

VOL. XII I. 3 H Bartram
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Bartram himfelf experienced ; for being thrown and kicked by a vicious horfe, in

I'ucli a manner as to have both his thighs greatly hurt, he boiled the farothra, and ap-

plied it to his wounds. It not only immediately appeafed his pain, which before had
been very violent, but he likewife, by its affiftance, recovered in a fliort time.

Having read, in Mr. Miller's botanical dit^ionary, that Mr. Peter CoUinfon had a

particular larch tree from America in his garden, I aiked Mr. Bartram whether he was
acquainted with it ? He anfwered, that he had fent it himfcIf to Mr. Collinfon ; that it

only grew in the eaftern parts of New Jerfey, and that he had met with it in no other

Englifli plantation. It differs from the other fpecies of larch trees, its cones being much
lefs. I afterwards faw this tree in great plenty in Canada.

Mr. Bartram was of opinion, that the apple tree was brought into America by the

Europeans, and that it never was there before their arrival. But he looked upon
peaches as an original American fruit, and as growing wild in the greateft part of

America. Others again were of opinion, that they were firfh brought over by the Eu-
ropeans. But all the French in Canada agreed, that on the banks of the river

Miflifippi, and in the country thereabouts, peaches were found growing wild in great

quantity*.

Sept. 27th. The tree which the Englifh here call perfimon, is the diofpyros

virginiana or Linnasus. It grows for the greateft part in wet places round the water-

pits. I have already mentioned, that the fruits of this tree are extremely bitter and

iharp before they are quite ripe, and that being eaten in that ftate, they quite contraft

one's mouth, and have a very difagreeable taite. But as foon as they are ripe, which

does not happen till they have been quite foftened by the froft, they are a very agree-

able fruit. They are here eaten raw, and feldom any other way. But in a great

book, which contains a defcription of Virginia, you meet with different ways of pre-

paring the perfimon, under the article of that name. Mr. Bartram related, that they

were commonly put upon the table amongft the fvveet-meats, and that fome people

made a tolerably good wine of them. Some of thefe perfimon fruits were dropped on
the ground in his garden, and were almoft quite ripe, having been expofed to a great

degree of the heat of the fun. We picked up a few and tafted them, and I muft own
that thofe who praifed this fruit as an agreeable one, have but done it juftice. It really

deferves a place among the moft palatable fruit of this country, when the froft has

thoroughly conquered its acrimony.

The verbafcum thapfus, or great white mullein, grows in great quantity on roads,

in liedges, on dry fields, and high meadows of a ground mixed with fand. The
Swedes here call it the tobacco of the favages, but owned, that they did not know
whether or no the Indians really ufed this plant inftead of tobacco. The Swedes are

ufed to tie the leaves round their feet and arms when they have the ague. Some of

them prepared a tea from the leaves, for the dyfentery. A Swede likewife told me,
that a decodiion of the roots was injetted into the -wounds of the cattle which are full

of worms, which killed thefe worms, and made them fall out f.

• Thomas Herriot, fervant to Sir Walter Raleigh, who was employed by him to examine into tlic

productions of North America, makes no mention of the peach among the oilier fruits he defcribes ; and

M. du Pra'z, wlio has given a very good account of Louifiana and the Miffilippi, fays, that the natives got
their peaclies from the Englifh colony of Carolina, before the French fettled tlieie. P.

f Thefe worms are the larvas of the oellnis or gadfly, which depofits its eggs on the back of cattle, and

the larvas being hatched from thefe eggs, c^ufe great fores, wherein tliey live till they are ready for their

change. In the fouth oi Ruflia they ufc, for ilie fame purpofe, the liceoftion of vtratruni, 01 the white

hellebore. F.

5 Sept.
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Sept. 28th. The meadows which are furroundcd by wood, and were at prcfcnt

mown, have a fine lively verdure. On the contrai7, when they lie on Iiills, or in open
fields, or in fonie elevated fituation, efpecially fo that the Am may be able to aft upon
them without my obftacles, their grafs looks brown and dry. Several people from
Virginia told me, that on account of the great heat and drought, the meadows and
paftures ahnoft always had a brown colour, and looked as if they were burnt. The
inhabitants of thofe parts do not therefore enjoy the plAfure which an European feels

at the fight of our verdant, odoriferous meadows.

The American nightfhade, or the phytolacca decandra, grows abundantly in the
fields, and under the trees, on little hills. Its black berries are now ripe. \7e ob-
ferved to-day fome little birds with a blue plumage, and of the fize of our hortulans

and yellow hammers (emberiza citrinella and emberiza hortulanus) flying down from
the trees, in order to fettle upon the nightfiiade and eat its berries.

Towards night I went to Mr. Bartram's country feat.

Sept. 29th. The gnaphaUum margaritaceum grows in aflonifhing quantities upon
all uncultivated fields, glades, hills, and the like. Its height is different according to

its different foil and fituation. Sometimes it is very ramofe, and fometimes very little.

It has a ftrong, but agreeable fmell. The Englifli call it life everlalHng ; for its flowers,

which confift chiefly of dry,^fliining, filvery leaves (folia calycina) do not change when
dried. This plant is now every wherein full bloflTom. But fome have already lofl the

flowers, and are beginning to drop the feeds. The Englifli ladies were ufed to gather
great quantities of this life everlalHng, and to pluck them with the ftalks. For they

put them into pots with or without water, amongft other fine flowers which they had
gathered both in the gardens and in the fields, and placed them as an ornament in the

rooms. The Englifli ladies in general are much inclined to have fine flowers all the

fummer long, in or upon the chimneys, fometimes upon a table, or before the windows,
either on account of their fine appearance, or for the fake of their fweet fcent. The
gnaphalium abovementioned was one of thofe which they kept in their rooms during
the winter, becaufe its flowers never altered from what they were when they fl:ood

in the ground. Mr. Bartram told me another ufe of this plant. A decodtion of the
flowers and fl;alks is ufed to bathe any pained or bruifed part, or it is rubbed with the
plant itfelf tied up in a bag.

Infl;ead of flax feveral people made ufe of a kind of dog's bane, or Linnsus's
apocynum cannabinum. The people prepared the fl:alks of this plant, in the fame
manner as we prepare thofe of hemp or flax. It was fpun, and feveral kinds of fluffs

were woven from it. The favages are faid to have had the art of making bags, fifliing-

nets, and the like, for many centuries together, before the arrival of the Europeans.
I aflced Mr. Bartram whether he had obferved in his travels that the water was

fallen, and that the fea had formerly covered any places which were now land. He
told me, that from what he had experienced he was convinced that the greatefl: part

of this country, even for feveral miles together, had formerly been under water. The
reafons which led him to give credit to this opinion were the following :

1

.

On digging in the blue mountains, which are above three hundred Englifli miles

diftant from the fea, you find loofe oyfter and other forts of fliells ; and they are alfo

likewife to be met with in the vallies formed by thefe mountains.

2. A vafl: quantity of petrified fliells are found in Umefl:one, flint, and fandftone, on
the fame mountains. Mr. Bartram affured me at the fame time, that it was incredible

what quantities of them thefe were in the different kinds of fl:ones of which the moun-
tains confilU

3H a 3. The
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3. The fame fliclls are llkcwife dug in great quantity, quite entire and not mouldered,

in the provinces of Virginia and Maryland, as alfo in Philadelphia and in New York,

4. On digging wells (not only in Philadelphia, but likewife in other places) the peo-

ple have met with trees, roots, and leaves of oak, for the greatefh part not yet rotten, at

the depth of eighteen feet.

5. The beft foil and the richefl mould is to be met with in the vallies hereabouts.

Thefe vallies are commonly cr^iled by a rivulet or brook ; and on their declivity a

mountain commonly rifes, which in thofe places, where the brook pafles clofe to it,

looks as if it were cut on purpofe. ,Mr. Bartram believed that all thefe vallies formerly

were lakes ; that the water had, by degrees, hollowed out the mountain, and opened a

paflage for itfelf through it; and that the great quantity of flime which is contained in

the water, and which had fubfided to the bottom of the lake, was the rich foil which is

at prefent in the vallies, and the caufe of their great fertility. But fuch vallies and

cloven mountains are very frequent in the country, and of this kind is the peculiar gap

between two mountains, through which a i-iver takes its courfe, on the boundaries of -

New York and Penfylvania. The people, in a jeft, fay, that this opening was made by
the devil, as he wanted to go out of Penfylvania into New York.

6. The whole appearance of the blue mountains plainly fliews, that the water

formerly covered a part of them. For many are broken in a peculiar manner, but the

highefl: are plain.

7. When thefavages are told that {hells are found on thefe high mountains, and that

from thence there is reafon lo believe that the fea muft formerly have extended to them,

and even in part flown over them ; they anfwer, that this is not new to them, they

having a tradition from their anceftors among them, that the fea formerly furrounded

thefe mountains.

8. The v\*ater in rivers and brooks likewife decreafes. Mills, which fixty years ago

were built on i-ivers, and at that time had a fufficient fupply of water almoft all the year

long, have at prefent fo little, that they cannot be ufed, but after a heavy rain, or when
the fnow melts in fpring. This decreafe of water, in part, arifes from the great

quantity cf land which is now cultivated, and from the extirpation of great forefts for

that purpofe.

q. The fea-fliore increafes likewife in time. This arifes from the quantity of fand

continually thrown on fliore from the bottom of the fea, by the waves.

Mr. Bartram thought that fome peculiar attention fliould be paid to another thing

relating to thefe obfervations. The fhells which are to be found petrified on the

northern mountains, are of fuch kinds as at prefent are not to be got in the fea, in

the fame latitude, and they are not fiflied on the fhore, till you come to South Carolina.

Mr. Bartram from hence took an occafion to defend Dr. Thomas Burnet's opinion,

that the earth, before the deluge, was in a different pofition towards the fun. He
likewife alked whether the great bones, which are fometimes found in the ground in

Siberia, and which are fuppofed to be elephants bones and tulks, did not confirm

his opinion. For at prefent thofe animals cannot live in fuch cold countries

;

but if, according to Dr. Burnet, the fun once formed different zones about our

earth, from thofe it now makes, the elephant may eafily be fuppofed to have lived in

Siberia*. However, it feems that all which we have hitherto mentioned, may have

been

• The bones and ti;fl<s of tlcpliants are not only found hi RufTia, but alfo in the canton of Bafil in

SwiflTcrland, in the dominions of the Marquis of Baieuth in Iranconia, aiid more jnilanccs arc found in the

Protogxa of the celebrated Leibnitz. Lately, near the river Ohioj have been difcovered a great number
of
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been the effeft of different caufes. To thofe belong thcuniverfal deluge, the increafe

of land, which is merely the work of time, and the changes of the courfe of

rivers, which, when the Inow melts, and in great floods, leave their firft beds, and

form new ones.

At fome dilfance from Mr. Bartram's country houfc, a little brook flowed through

the wood, and likewife ran over a rock. The attentive Mr. Bartram here fliewed me
feveral little cavities in the rock, and we plainly faw that they muft have been generated

in the manner I before dcfcribcd, that is, by fuppofing a pebble to have remained in a

cleft of the rock, and to have been turned round by the violence of the water, till it

had formed fuch a cavity in the mountain. For on putting our hands into one of thefe

cavities, we found that it contained numerous fmall pebbles, whofe furface was quite

fmooth and round. And thefe fl:ones we found in each of the holes.

Mr. Bartram fliewed me a number of plants which he had collected into a herbal

on his travels. Among thefe were the following, which likewife grow in the

northern parts of Europe, of which he had either got the whole plants or only broken

branches.

1. Bctula alba, the common birch tree, which he had found on the Cats Hills.

2. Betula tiana. This fpecies of birch grows in feveral low places towards the

hills.

3. Comarum pahiftre, in the meadows, between the hills in New Jerfey.

4. Gentiana littea, the great Gentian, from the fields near the mountains. It was

very like our variety, but had not fo many flowers under each leaf.

of flteletons of elephants, with their tuflcs, and very remarkable grinders, ftill fticking in their jaw-bones,

were fent to the Britifh Mufeum ; the late Dr. Littleton, bllhop of Carlifle, alfo lodged fome teeth,

fticking in their jaw-bones, in the Mufeum of the Royal Society, which were brought from Peru. The
rivers Chatunga and Indighirka, in Siberia, are remarkable for affording, on their banks, great quantities

of bones and tufics of elephants, which being preferved there by tlie great froft, and in the (hurt fummer of a

few weeks, the rain being rare, thefe tudcs are commonly fo frefh that they are employed in RufGi as

common ivory, on account of the great quantity brought from thefe places to RufTia ; fome of them were

eight feet long, and of three hundred pounds weight. There have been found grinders of nine inches

diameter. But the American grinders of elephants from near the Ohio are yet more remarkable, on

account of their being provided with crowns at their tops, fuch as are only found in the carnivorous animaU,

and fuch as feed on hard bones or nuts ; whilil, on the contrary, elephants, at prefent feeding on graffes

and foft vegetables, have no fuch crowns at the tops of their grinders, Livy, it is true, makes a

diftinftion between the Afiatic or Indian elephants, and the African ones ; and remarks the latter to be

inferior to the former in fize and vigour ; but whether the teeth in thefe animals are 1^3 much different from

thofe of the other variety, has never been attended to. This circumllance of the difference in the foffil

grinders of elephants, from thofe in the living ones, and the place where thefe fl<elcti»fis were found la,

viz. Siberia, Germany, and America, where at prefent no elephants are to be met with, opens a wide

field to conjeflures, in regard to the way by which thefe animals were carried to thofe fpots. The flood

in the deluge perhaps has carried them thither : nor is it contrary to reafon, hiftory or revelation, to

believe thefe flteletons to be the remainders of animals which lived on the furface of tiiis globe anterior to

the Mofaic creation ; which may be confidered only as a new modification of the creatures living on this

globe, adapted to its prefent Itate, under which it will remain until circumftances will make a new change

neceffary, and then our globe will, by a new creation or revolution, appear more adapted to its flatc,

and be flocked with a fct of animals more fuitable to that ftate. Every niair ufed to philofophy and

reafonlng will find that this plan gives a grand idea of the Creator, his ceconomy and management of the

univerfe ; and moreover, it is conformable to the meaning of the words of a facrej wiiter, who fays :

Pfal. civ. 29, 30. '• Thou hijcfl thy face and they (fmall and great bealls) are troubled; thou takcft

away their breath, they die, and return to their dull. Thou fendefl forth thy fpirit, they are created;

and thou renewell the face of the earth." See Dr. Hunter's remarks on the abuvc-mentioucd teeth in the

Philofophicul Tranf. Vol. Iviii. i'.

5. Linnaa
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5. Linnaa borealis, from the mountains in Canada. It creeps along the ground.

6. Myrica gale^ from the neighbourhood of the river Sufquehanna, where it grows

in a wet foil.

7. Potentillafruticofa, from the fwampy fields and low meadows between the river

Delaware, and the river New York.

8. Trientalis Europcza, from the Cats Hills.

9. Triglochin miritimu/n, from the fait fprings towards the country of the five

nations.

Mr. Bartram iliewed mc a letter from Eafl: Jerfey, in which he got the following

account of the difcovery of an Indian grave. In the April of the year 1 744, as fome

people were digging a cellar, they came upon a great ftone, like a tomb-Hone, which

was at la(t got out with great difficulty ; and about four feet deeper under it, they met

with a large quantity of human bones and a cake of maize. The latter was yet quite

untouched, and feveral of the people prefent tailed it out of curiofity. From thefe

circumftances it was concluded, that this was a grave of a perfon of note among the

lavages. For it is their cuftom to bury along with the deceafed meat and other

things which he liked beft. The ftone was eight feet long, four feet broad, and even

fomc inches more, where it was broadeft, and fifteen inches thick at one end, but

only twelve inches at the other end. It confifted of the fame coarfe kind of ftone that

is to be got in this country. There were no letters nor other characters vifible

on it.

The corn which the Indians chiefly cultivate is the maize, or zea mays, Linn.

They have little corn fields for that purpofe. But befides this, they hkewife plant a

great quantity of fqualhes, a fpecies of pumpions or melons, which they have always

cultivated, even in the remoteft ages. The Europeans fettled in America got the

feeds of this plant, and at prefent their gardens are full of it ; the fruit has an agree-

able tafte when it is well prepared. They are commonly boiled, then crufhed (as we
ufed to do with turnips when we make a pulfe of them) and fome pepper or other

fpice thrown upon them, and the difti is ready. The Indians likewife fow feveral

kinds of beans, which for the greateft part they have got from the Europeans. But

peafe, which they likewife fow, they have always had amongft them, before any

foreigners came into the country. The fquaflies of the Indians, which now are like-

wife cultivated by the Europeans, belong to thofe kinds of gourds (cucurbita) which

ripen before any other. They are a very delicious fruit, but will not keep. I have_

however feen them kept till pretty late in winter.

Sept. 30th. Wheat ind rye are fown in autumn about this time, and commonly
reaped towards the end of June, or in the beginning of July. Thefe kinds of com,
however, are fometimes ready to be reaped in the middle of June, and there are even

examples that they have been mown in the beginning of that month. Barley and

oats are fown in April, and they commonly begin to grow ripe towards the end of

July. Buck-wheat is fown in the middle or at the end of July, and is about this time,

or fomewhat later, ready to be reaped. If it be fown before the above-mentioned

time, as in May, or in June, it only gives flov. ers and little or no corn.

Mr. Bartram and other people affured me, that moft of the cows, which the Englifh

have here, are the offspring of thofe which they bought of the Swedes, when they

were mafters of the country. The Englifti themfelves are faid to have brought over

but few. The Swedes either brought their cattle from home, or bought them of the

Dutch, who were then fettled here.

Near
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Near the town, I faw an ivy or hedera lielix, planted a^ainH; the wall of a ftone

building, which was fo covered by the fine green leaves of this plant, as almoft to con-

ceal the whole. It was doubtlefs brought over from Europe, for I have never per-

ceived it anv where clfe on my travels through North America. But in its ftead I have

often feen wild vines made to run up the walls.

I afked Mr. Bartram whether he had obferved that trees and plants dccrcafcd in

proportion as they were brought further to the north, as Catefby pretends ; lie

anfwered, that the qucllion fhould be more limited, and then his opinion would prove

the true one. There are fome trees which grow better in fouthem countries, and
become lefs as you advance to the north. Their feeds or berries arc fometimes brought

into colder climates by birds and by other accidents. They gradually decreafc in

growth, till at laft they will not grow at all. On the other hand, there are other

trees and herbs which the wife Creator deflined for the northern countries, and they

grow there to an amazing fi7.e. But the further they are tranfplanted to the fouth

the lefs they grow, till at laft they degenerate fo much as not to be able to grow at

all. Other plants love a temperate climate, and if they be carried either fouth or

north they will not fucceed well, but always decreafe. Thus for example, Penfyl-

vania contains fome trees which grow exceedingly well, but always decreafe in pro-

portion as they are carried further oft' either to the north or to the fouth.

I afterwards, on my travels, had frequent proofs of this truth. The faffafras, which

grows in Penfylvania, under forty degrees of latitude, and becomes a pretty tall and

thick tree, was fo little at Ofwego and Fort Nicholfon, between forty-three and forty-

four degrees of latitude, that it hardly reached the height of two or four feet, and was

feldom fo thick as the little finger of a full grown perfon. This was likewife the cafe

with the tulip tree. For in Penfylvania it grows as high as our talleft oaks and firs,

and its thicknefs is proportionable to its height. But about Ofwego it was not above

twelve feet high, and no thicker than a man's arm. The fugar maple, or acer fac-

charinum, is one of the moft common trees in the woods of Canada, and grows very

tall. But in the fouthern provinces, as New Jerfey and Penfylvania, it only grows on
the northern fide of the blue mountains, and on the fteep hills which are on the banks

of the river, and which are turned to the north. Yet there it does not attain to a

third or fourth part of the height W'hich it has in Canada. It is needlefs to mention

more ex^amples.

0£t. I ft. The gnats, which are very troublefome at night here, arc called mtif-

quetoes. They are exactly like the gnats in Sweden, only fomewhat lefs ; and the

defcription which is to be met with in Dr. Linnaeus's Syftema Naturae, and Fauna

Suecica, fully agrees with them, and they are called by him culex pipiens. In day-

time or at night they come into the houfes, and when the people are gone to bed they

begin their difagrecable humming, approach always nearer to the bed, and at laft fuck

up fo much blood, that they can hardly fly away. Their bite caufes bliftcrs in

people of a delicate complexion. When the weather has been cool for fome days»

the mufquetoes difappear ; but when it changes again, and efpecially after a rain, they

gather frequently in fuch quantities about the houfes that their numbers are aftouilh-

ing. The chimneys of the Englilh, which have no valves for ftmiting them up, afford

the gnats a free entrance into the houfes. In fultry evenings, they accompany the

cattle in great fwarms from the woods to the houfes, or to town, and when they are

drove before the houfes the gnats fly in wherever they can. In the greateft heat of

fummer they are fo numerous in fome places that the air fecms to be quite full of

liiem, efpecially near fwamps and ftagnate waters, fuch as the river Morris, in Nev.'

Jerfey.
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Jerfey. The Inhabitants therefore make a fire before their houfes, to expel thefe dif-

atrreeable f^uefts by the fmoke. The old Swedes here faid that gnats had formerly

been much more ; numerous that even at prefent they fvvarmed in vaft quantities on

the fea fhore, near the fait water ; and that thole which troubled us this autumn in

Philadelphia were of a more venomous kind than they commonly ufed to be. This

laft quality appeared from the blillers which were formed on the fpots where the

enats had ini'erted their fling. In Sweden I never felt any other inconvenience from

their iting than a little itching, whilll they fucked. But when they flung me here at

ni"-ht, my face was fo disfigured by little red fpots and bHfters, that I was almoft

adiamed to fliew myfelf.

1 have already mentioned fomewhat about the enclofures ufual here ; I now add,

that moll of the planks which are put horizontally, and of which the enclofures in the

environs of Philadelphia chiefly confift, are of the red cedar wood, which is here

reckoned more durable than any other. But where this could not be got either white

or black oak fupplied its place. The people were likewife very glad if they could get

cedar wood for the polls, or elfe they took white oak or chefnut, as I was told by Mr.

Bartram. But it feems that that kind of wood in general does not keep well in the

ground for a confulerable time. I faw fome polls made of chefnut wood, and put

into the ground only the year before, which were already for the greatell part rotten

below.

The faflafras-tree, or laurus faflafras, Linn, grows in abundance in the country, and

{lands fcattered up and down the woods, and near bulhes and enclofures. On old

grounds which are left uncultivated, it is one of the firft that comes up, and is as plen-

tiful as young birches are on thofe Swedifh fields, which are formed by burning the

trees which grew on them *. The faflafras grows in a dry loofe ground, of a pale

brick colour, which confilts, for the greatefl part, of fand, mixed with fome clay» It

feems to be but a poor foil. The mountains round Gothenburg, in Sweden, would

afford many places rich enough for the faflafras to grow in, and I even fear they would

be too rich. I here faw it both in the woods amidfl; other trees, and more frequently

by itfelf along the enclofures. In both it looks equally frefli. I have never feen it on

wet or low places. The people here gather its flowers, and ufe them inflead of tea ;

but the wood itfelf is of no ufe in ceconomy ; for when it is fet on fire, it caufes a con-

tinual crackling without making any good fire. The tree fpreads its roots very much,

and new flioots come up from them in fome places ; but thefe flioots are not good for

tranfplantinor, becaufe they have fo few fibres befides the root which connects them to

the main Hem that they cannot well ilrike into the ground. If therefore any one

would plant failafras-trees, he muft endeavour to get their berries, which, however, is

difficult, fince the birds eat them before they are half ripe. The cows are very greedy

after the tender new flioots, and look for them every where.

The bark of this tree is ufed by the women here in dying worfled a fine lafling

orange colour, which does not fade in the iun. They ufe urine inflead of alum in

dying, and boil the dye in a brafs boiler, becaufe in an iron vcflel it does not yield fo

fine a colour. A woman in Virginia has fuccefsfuUy employed the berries of the faf-

fafras againll a great pain in one of her feet, which for three years together, flie had to

» 111 Mr. Ofbeck's Voyage to China, vol. i. p. 50, in a note, an account is given of this kind of land,

whicli the Swedes call Siveditland ; where it is obfervcd, that the trees being burnt, tlieir aflies afford ma-
nure fufficient for three years, after wliich they arc Icit uncultivated again, till, after twenty or more
years, a new generation of trees being produced on them, the country people burn them, and cultivate the

jCountry for three years again. F.

fuch
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fuch a degree, that it almofl hindered her from walking. She was advifcd to broil the
berries ot faflafras, and to rub the painful parts of her foot with the oil, which bv this

means would be got from the berries. She did fo, but at the fame time it made her
vomit

;
yet this was not fufficient to keep her from following the prefcription thrte

times more, though as oiten as fhe made ufc thereof, it alwavs had the fame effedt.

However, Ihe was entirely freed from that pain, and perfectly recovered.
A black woodpecker with a red head, or the picus pileatus, Linn, is frequent in the

Penfylvanian forefts, and ihys the winter, as I know from my own experience. It It

reckoned among thofe birds which deftroy the maize, bccaufe it fettles on the ripe ears,
and deftroys them with its bill. The Swedes call it tillkroka ; but all other wood-
peckers, thofe with gold yellow wings excepted, are called hackfpickar in the Swedifh
language. I intend to defcribe them all together more exadly in a particular work.
I only obferve here, that almcift all the different fpecies of woodpeckers are very
noxious to the maize, when it begins to ripen ; for by picking holes in the membrar.e
round the ear, the rain gets into it, and caufes the ear, with all the corn it contains, to

rot.

Ocl. 3. In the morning I fet out for Wilmington, which was formerly called Chrif-

tina by the Swedes, and is thirty Englifli miles to the fcuth-weft of Philadelphia.

Three miles behindPhiladelphia I paffed the river'Skulkill in a ferry, beyond which the,

country appears almoft a continual chain of m.ountains and vallies. The mountains
have an cafy Hope on all fides, and the vallies are commonly croffcd by brooks, with

cryftal itreams. The greater part of the country is covered with feveral kinds of deci-

duous trees ; for I fcarcely faw a fingle tree of the fir kind, if I except a few red cedars.

The foreft was high, but open below, fo that it left a free profpedt to the eye, and no
under-wood obftruQed the paffage between the trees. It would have been eafy in fome
places to have gone under the branches with a carnage for a quarter of a mile, the trees

{landing at great diftances from each other, and the ground being very level. In fome
places little glades opened, which were either meadows, pafhires, or corn-fields ; of
which latter fome were cultivated and others not. In a few places feveral houfes were
built clofe to each other ; but for the greatefl part they were fingle. In part of the

fields the wheat was already fown in the Englifli manner without trenches, but with

furrows pretty clofe together. I fometimes faw the country people very bufy in fow-

ing their rye. Near every farm-houfe was a little field with maize. The inhabitants

hereabouts were commonly either Englifli or Swedes.

All the day long I faw a continual variety ot trees ; walmit-trces of different forts,

which were all full of nuts ; chefnut-trees quite covered with fine chelhuts ; mulberries,

faffafras, liquidambar, tulip trees, and many others.

Several fpecies of vines grew wild hereabouts. They run up to the fummits of the

trees, their clufters of grapes and their leaves covering the ftems. I even faw fome
young oaks five or fix fathoms high, whofe tops were crowned with vines. The
ground is that which is fo common hereabouts, w.hich I have already deferibed, viz.

a clay mixed with a great quantity of fand, and covered with a rich foil or vegetable-

earth. The vines are principally feen on trees which itand fingle in corn-fields, and at.

the end of woods, where the meadows, pafturcs, and fields begin ; and likewife along

the enclofures, where they cling with their tendrils round the trees which ftand there..

The lower parts of the plant are full of grapes, which hang below the leaves, and were
now almoft ripe, and had a pleafant fourifh tafte. The country people gather them in

great quantities, and fell them in the town. They are eaten without further prepara-

tion ; and commonly people are prcfentcd with ihcm wltcn they come to pay a vifit.

VOL. XIII. 3 I. The:
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The foil does not feem to be deep hereabouts, for the upper black flratum is hardly

two inches. This I had an occafion to fee, both in fuch places where the ground is dug
up, and in fuch where the water, during heavy fhovvers of rain, has made cuts, which

are pretty numerous here. The upper foil has a dark colour, and the next a pale

colour like bricks. I have obferved every where in America, that the depth of the

upper foil does not by far agree with the computation of fome people, though we can

almofl: be fure, that in fome places it never was ftirred fmce the deluge. I fliall be more
particular in this refpecl afterwards*.

The datura ftrambnium, or thorn apple, grows in great quantities near all the vil-

lages. Its height is different according to the foil it is in ; for in a rich foil it grows eight

or ten feet high, but in a hard and poor ground, it will feldom come up to fix inches.

This datura, together with the phytolacca, or American nightfhade, grow here in thofe

places near the gardens, houfes, and roads, which in Sweden are covered with nettles

and goofe-foot, which European plants are very fcarce in America. But the datura

and Phytolacca are the worft weeds here, nobody knowing any particular ufe of them.

* The learned Dr. Wallerius, in his Mineralogy, § 8. in the note to the article humus communis atra,

meniioiis, that fome people were of opinion, that the mould of our globe increafcd gradually from the

yearly putrefaclloii of plants and their parts, efpecially in fuch places as had been uncultivated ever fince

the deluge ; and that thus, in a hundred years, half an inch of mould was produced. But he obferves, in

the fame time, that this obfervation was not at all exafl; for as the common mould feldom exceeds a foot, it

mull from thence follow, that fince the deluge no more than 2400 years were elapfed, though thefcriptuie

chronology reckons upwards of 40CO years fmce that event : btfides this, he remarks, that mould alwayj

becomes more dry and comprefled, where it is out of the reach of rain and fnow ; and where it is expofcd

to rain, it is carried off to lower places, and therefore increafes and decreafes according to the qualities of

its local fuuation. Moreover, vegetables, it is known, profpcr the beft where mould is found. As the

furface of our globe has been covered with vegetables fince the deluge, they mull have had a mould to

grow in ever fuice that time ; confequently it is highly probable, that there muft have been a mould cover-

ing the furface of our globe ever iince the firll origin. I (hould be led, by fome other confiderations, to

doubt of the infallibility of this rule for the increafe of mould. In Ruflia, on this fide the river Volga, arc

high and extenfive plains, which have been uncultivated ever fince the deiudge; for, we know fromhiftory,

that the Scythians, Sarmatians, Huns, Chazers, and Mogols, were fucceflively the mailers of thefe vaft

countries, and were altogether nomadic nations, who lived without agriculture : the country has been
without wood fince time immemorial, nor could there even fpring up any wood whatfocver, fince its ramb-
ling poireffors every fpring fet fire to the old dry grafs, in order to make room for the new grafs, which, in

the latter end of May, I found came up very near to my waile. And thefe vaft defart plains I faw every

where covered with at leaft two feet mould ; nay, in fome places it amounted to four feet ; this would
give, according to the former rule of half an inch per century, 480c years, in the firft inllance ; and, in the

fecond, 9600 years ; and therefore fiiews, that this rule for calculating the increafe of mould is very preca-

rious. The chemical analyfis of plants fliews, that they confill of water, earth, acid, alkali, oil, and an in-

flammable principle, independent of the lalt fubllance, and called by a late German chemift, the cauftic :

thefe fubftances muft enter yearly the new plants, and make their fubllance, and are as it were regenerated

in thefe new plants, after being fet at liberty from the ftrudure of the laft year's plants by putiefaclion, or

by fire. Mould; chemically examined, has the fame analogous parts. Acid and cauftic are plentifully con-
tained in the common air, and may alfo eafily be reftored to the mould, and thus circulate through a new
fyfttm of plants. Water comes llkewife from rain and fnow, out of our atmofphere ; alkaline and oily

particles, or a kind of foap, are the only things wanting, which, when added with the former to any fubtle

earth, will make a good mould ; and thefe -arc produced by putrefaftion or fire, from vegetable and animal
fubftances, and aie the great promoters of vegetation.

Eut the great queftion is, from whence thefe various fubftances, neccfTary for vegetation, originally came ?

To believe they .tre produced from putrified vegetables, is begging the queftion, and making a circulus

vitiofus in the argument. There is therefore no evafion ; tliey were certainly produced by the great
Creator of the univerfe, and endowed with fuch qualities as make them capable of producing in va-
lious mixtures new bodies; and when they are introduced by moifture into the firft flamina of a plant,

or a feed, they expand thefe ftamina, andconftilutc a new being, capable of affording food to the animal
creation. It is evident, Mr. Kalm hinted at the above-mentioned opinion of the increafe of mould; and
this gave me an opportunity of confirming his argument, and of ftating fairly the great queftion on
which agriculture, the moll iiecclfary branch of human arts, depends. F.

5 Turnip
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Turnip-fields are fomctimes to be feen. In the middle of the Iiigh road I perceived

a dead black, fnake, which was four feet fix inches long, and an inch and u half in thick-

nefs. It belonged to the viper kind.

Late at night a great halo appeared round the moon. The people faid that it prog-

noflicated either a ftorm or rain, or both together. The fmaller the ring is, or the

nearer it comes to the moon, the fooner this weather fets in. But this time neither of

thcfc changes happened, and the halo had foretold a coldnefs in the air.

I faw to day the chermes of the alder (chennes alni) in great abundance on the

branches of that tree, which for that reafou looks quite white, and at a diflance appears

as it were covered with mould.

Oft. 4th. I continued my journey early in the morning, and the country Rill had the

fame appearance as I went on. It was a continual chain of pretty high hills, with an
eafy afcent on all fides, and of vallies been them. The foil confiited of a brick-coloured

mould, mixed with clay and a few pebbles. I rode fometimes through woods of feve-

ral forts of trees, and fometimes amidfl little fields, which had been cleared of the

wood, and which ac prefent were corn-fields, meadows, and paltures. The farm-houfes

flood fingle, fometimes near the roads, and fometimes at a little difiance from them, fo

that the fpace between the road and the houfes was taken up with little fields and
meadows. Some of the houfes were built of ftone, two ftories high, and covered with

fliingles of the white cedar. But mofl of the houfes were wooden, and the crevices

flopped up with clay, inftead of mofs, which we make ufe of for that purpofe. No
valves were to be met with in the chimneys, and the people even did not know what I

meant by them. The ovens were commonly built up at fome diflance from the houfes,

and were eit-her under a roof, or without any covering againft the weather. The fields

bore partly buck-wheat, which was not yet cut, partly maize, and partly wheat, which

was but lately fown ; but fometimes they lay fallow. The vines climbed to the top

of feveral trees, and hung down again on both fides. Other trees again were fur-

rounded by the ivy (hedera quinquefolia) which, with the fame flexibility, afcended to

a great height. The fniilax laurifolia always joined with the ivy, and, together with it,

twifled itfelf round the trees. The leaves of the ivy were at this time commonly red-

difli, but thofe of the vine were ftill quite green. The trees which were furrounded

with them, looked at a diflance like thofe which are covered with hops in our country;

and on feeing them from afar off, one might expect to find wild hops climbing upon the

trees. Walnut and chefnut-trees were common near enclolures, in woods, and on

hills, and at prefent were loaded with their fruit. The perfimon was likewife plentiful

near the roads and in the woods. At fome difiance from Wilmington, 1 palled a.

bridge over a little river, which falls north into the Delaware. The rider pays here two-

pence toll for himfelf and his horfe.

Towards noon I arrived at Wilmington.

Wilmington is a little tov.n, about thirty Englifh miles fouth-wefl from Philadelphia.

It was founded in the year 1733. Part of it flands upon the grounds belonging to the

Swedifh church, which annually receives certain rents, out of which they pay the mi-

nifler's falary, and employ the refl: for other ufes. 1 he houfes are built of ftone, and

look very pretty
;

yet they are not built clofe together, but large open places are left

between them. The quakers have a meeting-houfe in this town. The Swedifh church,

which I intend to mention in the fequel, is half a mile out of town eaflwards. The
parfonage is under the fame roof with the church. A little river called Chriflina-kiil

pafTes by the town, and from thence falls into the Delaware. By following its banks,

one goes three miles before one reaches the Delaware. The river is faitl to be fuffi-

312 ciently
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ciently deep, fo that the greateft veflel may come quite up to the town ; for at its mouth

or juniJture with the Delaware it is flialloweft, and yet its depth even there, when the

water is loweft, is from two fathoms to two and a half. But as you go higher, its

depth encreafss to three, three and a half, and even four fathoms. The largefl

Ihips therefore may iafely, and with' their full cargoes, come to and from the town

with the tide. From Wilmington you have a fineprofpeft of a great part of the river

Delaware, and the fhips failing on it. On both fides of the river Chriftina-kill, almoft

, frc.u the place where the redoubt is built to its juncture with the Delaware, are low

meadows, which afford a great quantity of hay to the inhabitants. The town carries

cm a confiderable trade, and would have been more enlarged if Philadelphia and New-
caftle, which are both towns of a more ancient date, were not fo near on both fides

of it.

The redoubt, upon the river Chriftina-kill, was erefted this fummer, when it was

known that the French and Spanifli privateers intended to fail up the river, and to at-

tempt a landing. It (lands, according to the accounts of the late Rev. Mr. Tranberg,

on the fame fpot where the Swedes had built theirs. It is remarkable, that on working
"

in the ground this fummer, to make this redoubt, an old Swedifli filver coin of Queen

Chriftina, not quite I'o big as a Ihilling, was found, at the depth of a yard, among fome

other things. The Rev. Mr. Tranberg afterwards prefented me with it. On one fide

were the arms of the houfe of Wafa, with the infcription : CHRISTINA, D. G. DE.
RE. SVE.that is, Chrijiina, by the grace of God, eleBed Queen of Sweden ; and near

this theyear of ourLord 1633. On the reverfe were thefe words: MONETA NOVA
REGNI SVEC. or, a new coin of the kh2gdom of Sweden. At the fame time, a

number of old iron tools, fuch as axes, fliovels, and the like, were difcovered. The
redoubt, that is now ereded, confifts of bulwarks of planks, with a rampart on the

outfide. Near it is the powder mazagine, in a vault built of bricks. At the ere£lion

of this little fortification, it was remarkable, that the Quakers, whofe tenets rejeft

even defenfive war, were as bufy as the other people in building it. For the fear of

being every moment fuddenly attacked by privateers conquered all other thoughts.

Many of them fcrupled to put their own hands to the work, but forwarded it by fup-

plies of money, and by getting ready every thing which was neceffary.

Odi. 5th. It was my defign to crofs the Delaware, and to get into New Jerfey,

with a view to get acquainted with the country ; but as there was no ferry here to bring

my horfe over, I fet out on my return to Philadelphia. I partly went along the high

road, and partly deviated on one or the other fide of it, in order to take more exatt

obfcrvations of the country, and of its natural hiftory.

The maize was fown in fevcral places. In fome its flalks were cut fomewhat below

the ear, dried, and put up in narrow high ftacks, in order to keep them as a food for

the cattle in winter. The lower part of the (talk had likewife leaves, but as they com-

monly dry of themfelvcs, the people do not like to feed the cattle with them, all their

flavour being lofl ; but the upper ones are cut whilfl: they are yet green.

The valleys between the hills commonly contain brooks ; but they are not very broad,

and require no bridges, fo that carriages and horfe can eafily pafs through them ; for

the water is feldom above fix inches deep.

The leaves of moft trees were yet quite green, fuch as thofe of oaks, chefnut-trees,

black walnut-trees, hiccory, tulip-trees, and faflafras. The two latter fpecies are found

in plenty on the fides of the little woods, on hills, on the tallow fields, near hedges,

and on the road. The perfimon likewife had Itill its leaves; however, fome trees of

this kind had dropt them. The leaves of the American bramble were at prefent

almoit
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almoft entirely red, though fome of thcfe bu flies yet retained a lively green in the

leaves. The cornelian cherry likevvife had already a mixture of brown and pale leaves.

The leaves of the red maple were alfo red.

I continued my journey to Chichefter, a borough upon the Delaware, where tra-

vellers pafs the river in a ferry. Tiicy build here every year a iminber of fmall fliips

for fale. From an iron work which lies higher in the country, they carry iron bars to

this place, and Ihip them.

Canoes are boats made of one piece of wood, and are much in ufe with the farmers,

and other people upon the Delaware, and fome little rivers. For that purpofe a very
thick trunk of a tree is hollowed out : the red juniper, or red cedar-tree, the v/hitc

cedar, the chefnut-tree, the white oak, and the tulip-tree, are commonly made ufe of
for this purpofe. The canoes made of red and white cedar are reckoned the befl, be-
caufe they fwim very light upon the water, and laft twenty years together. But of
thefe the red cedar canoes are mofh preferable. Thofe made of chefnut-trees will

Jikewife laft for a good while. But thofe of white oak are hardly ferviccable above fix

years, and alfo fwim deep, becaufe they are fo heavy. The liquidambar tree, or
liquidambar ftyraciflua, Linn, is big enough, but unfit for making canoes, becaufe it

imbibes the water. The canoes which are made of the tulip-tree, icarce laft fo long as

thofe of white oak. The fize of the canoes is different, according to the purpofes

they are deftiued for. They can carry fix perfons, who, however, muft by no means
be unruly, but fit at the bottom of the canoe in the quieteft manner poftible, left the

boat overfet. The Swedes in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, near the rivers, have no
other boats to go to Philadelphia in, which they commonly do twice a week on the

market days, though they be feveral miles diftant from the town, and meet fometimes
with fevere florms ; yet misfortunes from the overfetting, Sec. of thefe canoes, are

fsldom heard of, though they might well be expedled, on account of the fmall fize of
this kind of boats. However, a great deal of attention and care is neceflary in

managing the canoes, when the wind is fomewhat violent ; for they are narrow, round
below, have no keel, and therefore may eafily be overfet. Accordingly, when the
wind is more brilk than ordinary the people make for the land.

The common garden crefles grow in feveral places on the roads about Chichefter,

and undoubtedly come from the feeds, which were by chance carried out of the many
gardens about that town.

The American brambles are here in great plenty. When a field is left uncultivated,

they are the firft plants that appear on it ; and I frequently obferved them in fuch fields

as are annually ploughed, and have corn fown on them. For when thefe bufties are

once rooted, they are not eafily extirpated. Such a bufti runs out tendrils fometimes
four fathoms off" its root, and then throws a new root, fo that on pulling it up, you
meet with roots on both ends. On fome old grounds, which had long been uncul-

tivated, there were fo many buflies of this kind, that it was very troublefome and
dangerous walking in them. A wine is made of the berries, as I have already men-
tioned. The berries are likewife eaten when they are ripe, and tafte well.

Oct. 6th. The chenopodium enthelminticum is very plentiful on the road, and on
the banks of the river, but chiefly in dry places, in a loofe fandy foil. The Englifli,

who are fettled here, call it worm-feed, and Jerufalem oak. it has a difagreeable

fcent. In Penfylvania and New Jerfey its feeds are given to children, againft the
worms, and for that purpofe they are excellent. The plant itfclf is fpontaneous in

both provinces.

The
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The environs of Chichcfter contain many gardens, which are full of apple-trees,

finking under the weight of innumerable apples. Mofl of them are winter fruit, and
therefore were yet quite four. Each farm has a garden, and fo has each houfe of the

better fort. The extent of thefe gardens is Hkewife not inconfiderable, and therefore

affords the poffeffor, all the year long, great fupplies in his houlekeeping, both for

eating and drinking. I frequently was furprized at the prudence ot the inhabitants of
this country. As foon as one has bought a piece of ground, which is neither built upon
nor fown, his firft care is to get young apple-trees, and to make a garden. He next
proceeds to build his houfe, and laftly prepares the uncultivated ground to receive

corn. For it is well knov.n that the trees require many years before they arrive to per-

feclion, and this makes it neceffary to plant them firft. I now perceived, near the

farms, mills, wheels, and other inftruments, which are made ufe of in crufliing the

apples, in order to prepare cyder from them afterwards.

From Chichefter I went on towards Philadelphia, The oaks were the moft plen-

tiful trees in the wood. But there were feveral fpecies of them, all different from the

European ones. The fwine now went about in great herds in the oak woods, where
they fed upon the acorns, which fell in great abundance from the trees. Each hog
had a wooden triangular yoke about its neck, by which it was hindered from pene-

trating througli the holes in the enciofures ; and, for this reafon, the enclofures are

made very flender, and eafy to put up, and do not require much wood. No other

enclofures are in ufe, but thofe which are fo like flieep-hurdles. A number of fquir-

rels were in the oak woods, partly running on the ground, and partly leaping from
one branch to another ; and at this time they chiefly fed upon acorns.

I feldom faw beech-trees ; but I found them quite the fame with the European ones.

Their wood is reckoned very good for making joiner's planes of.

I do not remember feeing any other than the black ants, or formica nigra, in

Penfylvania. They are as black as a coal, and of two forts ; fome very little, like the

leaft of our ants, and others of the fize of our common reddilh ants. I have not yet

obferved any hills of theirs, but only feen fome running about fingly. In other

parts of America I have likewife found other fpecies of ants, as I intend to remark in

the fequel.

The common privet, or liguftrum vulgare, is made ufe of in many places, as a hedge
round corn-fields and gardens ; and on my whole voyage, I did not fee that any other

trees were made ufe of for this purpofe, ».hough the Engliflimen here well know that

the hawthorn makes a much better hedge. The privet hedges grow very thick and
clofe, but, having no fpines, the hogs, and even other animals, break eafily through
them ; and when they have once made a hole, it requires a long while before it grows
up again. But when the hedges confift of fpinofe bufhes, the cattle will hardly attempt

to get through them.

About noon I came through Chefter, a little market-town, which lies on the De-
laware. A rivulet, coming down out of the country, palU's through this place, and
difcharges itfelf into the Delaware. There is a bridge over it. The houfes ftand

difperfed. Moil: of them are built of ftone, and two or three ftories high ; fome are

however made of wood. In the town is a church and a market-place.

Wheat was now fown every where. In fome places it was already green, having

been fown four weeks before. The wheat fields were maile in the Englifli manner,
having no ditches in them, but numerous furrows for draining the water, at the

diftance of fOur or fix feet from one another. Gi'oat flumps of the trees which had

been
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been cut down, arc every where feen on the fieldsj and this fhcws that the country has

been but lately cullivated.

The roots of the trees do not go deep into the ground, but fpread horizontally.

I had opportunities of obferving this in feveral places where the trees were dug up,

for I fcldoni faw one whofe root went above a foot deep into the ground, though it

was a loofe foil.

About two Englifli miles behind Chefter, I paffed by an iron forge, which was to

the right hand by the road iide. It belonged to two brothers, as I was told. The ore

however is not dug here, but thirty or forty miles from hence, where it is firft melted
in the oven, and then carried to this place. The bellows were made of leather, and
both they and the hammers, and even the hearth, but fmall in proportion to oui-s.

All the machines were worked by water. The iron was wrought into bars.

To-day I remarked, as I have fmce frequently feen on my travels in this country,

that horfes are very greedy of apples. When they are let into an orchard to feed

upon the grafs, if there are any apples on the ground, they frequently leave the frefh

green grafs and eat the apples, which, however, are not reckoned a good food for

them ; and, befides that, it is too expenfive.

The red maple, or acer rubrum, is plentiful in thefe places. Its proper fituations

are chiefly fwampy, wet places, in which the alder commonly is its companion. Out
of its wood they make plates, fpinning-wheels, rolls, feet for chairs and beds, and all

forts of work. With the bark they die both worfted and linen, giving it a dark blue

colour. For that purpofe it is firfl boiled in water, and fome copperas, fuch as the

hat-makers and flioe-makers commonly make ufe of, is added, before the flulF (which
is to be dyed) is put into the boiler. This bark lifewife affords a good black ink.

When the tree is felled early in fpring, a fweet juice runs out of it, like that which
runs out of our birches. This juice they do not make any ufe of here ; but, in

Canada, they make both treacle and fugar of it. Here is a variety of this tree,

which they call the curled maple, the wood being as it were marbled within ; it is

much ufed in all kinds of joiner's work, and the utenfils made of this wood are

preferable to thofe made of any other fort of wood in the country, and are much
dearer than thofe made of the wood of the wild cherry-trees (prunus virginiani) or of
lolack walnut-trees. But the moft valuable utenfils were thofe made of curled black

walnut, for that is an exceffive fcarce kind of wood. The curled maple was likewife

very uncommon, and you frequently find trees, whofe outfides are marbled but theur

infide not. The tree is therefore cut very deep before it is felled, to fee whether it

has veins in every part.

In the evening I reached Philadelphia.

Od. 7th. In the morning we croffed the Delaware in a boat to the other fide, which
belongs to New Jerfey, each perfon paying fourpence for his pafEige. The country

here is very difi'erent from that in Penfylvania ; for here the ground is almofl mere
fand ; but in the other province it is mixed with a good deal of clay, and this makes
the ground pretty rich. The difcoveries which I made to-day of infefts and plants

I intend to mention in another work.

A foil like this in New Jerfey, one might be led to think, could produce nothing,

becaufe it is fo dry and poor. Yet the maize, which is planted on it, grows ex-

tremely well, and we faw many fields filled with it. The earth is of that kind in

which tobacco commonly fucceeds, but it is not near fo rich. The flalks of maize
are commonly eight feet high, more or lefs, and are full of leaves. The maize is

planted, as ufual, in rows, in little fquares, fo that there is a fpace of five feet and fix

inches
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inches between each fquare, both in length and breadth ; on each of thefe httle hills

three or four ftalks come up, which were not yet cut for the cattle ; each ftalk. again

has from one to four ears, which are large and full of corn. A fandy ground could

never have been better employed. In feme places the ground between the maize is

ploughed, and rye fown in it, fo that when the maize is cut, the rye remains upon

the field.

We frequently fawafparagus growing near the enclofures, in a loofe foil, on uncul-

tivated fandy Herds. It is likcwii'e plentiful between the maize, and was at prefent full

of berries, but I cannot tell whether the feeds are carried by the wind to the places

where I faw them ; it is however certain, that I have likewife feenit growing wi4d in

other parts of America.

The worm-feed is likewife plentiful on the road, in a fandy ground, fuch as that near

the ferry, oppofite to Philadelphia. I have already mentioned that it is given to

children, as a remedy to carry off the worms. It is then put into brandy, and when
it has been in it for one hour, it is taken out again, dried, and given to the children,

either in beer, fweetened with treacle, or in any other liquor. Its effefts are talked-

of ditlerently. Some people fay it kills the worms ; others again pretend that it forwards

their increafe. But I know, by my own experience, that this worm-feed has had very

good effefts upon children.

The purllain, which we cultivate in our gardens, grows wild in great abundance ia

the loofe foil, amongft the maize. It was there creeping on the ground, and its ftalks

were pretty thick and fucculent ; which circumflances very juft ly gave reafon to wonder

from whence it could get juice fufficient to fupply it in fuch a dry ground. It is to be

found plent'ful in fuch foil, in other places of this country.

The bidens bipinnata is here called Spanifh needles. It grows fingle about farm-

houfes, near roads, pales, and along the hedges. It was yet partly in flower ; but for

the greateft part it was already out of bloflbm. When the feeds are ripe it is very

difagrceable walking where it grows, for they ftick to the clothes and make them black
;

and it is difficult to difcharge the black fpots which they occafion. Each feed has three

fpines at its extremity ; and each of thefe again is full of numerous little hooks, by
which the feed faftens itfelf to the clothes.

In the woods and along the hedges in this neiglibourhood, fome fingle red ants

(formica rubra) crept about, and their antennae or feel-horns, were as long as their

b'odies.

Towards night we returned to Philadelphia.

Ott. 8th. The fhore of Penfylvania has a great quantity of the finelT: oyfters.

About this time the people began to bring them to Philadelphia for fale. They come
from that part of the fhore which is nearVhe mouth of the river Delaware. They are

reckoned as good as the New York oyflers, of which I fliall make more particular

mention afterwards. However, I thought that this latter, fort of oyflers was generally

larger, fatter, and more palatable. It is remarkable that they commonly became
palatable at the time when the agues had left off their fury. Some men went with

whole carts full of oyflers, crying them about the flrects ; this is unufual here when
any thing elfe is to be fold, but in London it is very common. The oyflcr fliells are

thrown away, though formerly a lime was burnt from them, which has been found
unnecefTary, there being flones for burning of lime in this neighbourhood, and the

lime of oyller fhells not being as good as this other lime. The people fliewed me fome
houfes in this town which are built of ftonc, and to the mafon work of which the lime

of oyfler fliells had been employed. The walls of thefe houfes were always fo wet

two
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two or three days before a rain, that great drops of water could plainly be perceived,

on them ; and thus they were as good as hygrometers *. Several people who had
lived in this kind of houfcs complained of thcfe inconveniences.

Oft. 9. Peafe are not much cultivated in Penfylvania at prefent, though formerly,

according to the accounts of fonie old Swedes, every farmer had a little field with

peafe. In New Jerfey, and the fouthern parts of New York, peafe are likcwife not fo

much cultivated as they ufed to be. But in the northern parts of New York, or about

Albany, and in all the parts of Canada, which are inhabited by the French, the people

fow great quantities, and have a plentiful crop. In the former colonies, a little

defpicable infed has obliged the people to give up fo ufeful a part of agriculture. This
little infecl was formerly little known, but a few years ago it multiplied exccffively.

It couples in fummer, about the time when the peafe are in bloflbm, and then depofits

an egg into almoft every one of the little peafe. When the peafe are ripe, their out-

ward appearance does not difcover the worm, which, however, is found within when it

is cut. This worm lies in the pea, if it is not ftirred, during all the winter, and part

of the fpring, and in that fpace of time confumes the greatefl: part of the infide of the

pea : in fpring, therefore, little more than the mere thin outward fkin is left. This

worm at lafl: changes into an infeft of the coleoptera clafs, and in that (late creeps

through a hole of its own making in the hufk, and flies off, in order to look for new
fields of peafe, in which it may couple with its cogeneric infefts, and provide food fuf-

ficient for its pofterity.

This noxious infed: has fpread from Penfylvania to the north. For the country of

New York, where it is common at prefent, has not been plagued with it above twelve

or fifteen years ago ; and before that time the people fowed peafe every year, without

any inconvenience, and had excellent crops. But by degrees thefe little enemies came
in fuch numbers that the inhabitants were forced to leave off fowing of peafe.

The people complained of this in feveral places. The country people about Albany
have yet the pleafure to fee their fields of peafe not infefted by thefe beetles, but are

always afraid of their approach ; as it has been obferved they come every year nearer

to that province.

I know not whether this infect would live in Europe, and I fhould think our Swedifh

winters muft kill the worm, even if it be ever fo deeply inclofed in the pea; notwith-

ftanding it is often as cold in New York (where this infeft is fo abundant) as in our
country, yet it continues to multiply here every year, and proceeds always farther to

the north. I was very near bringing fome of thefe vermin into Europe without know-
ing of it. At my departure from America I took fome fvveet peafe with me in a paper,

and they were at that time quite frefli and green ; but on opening the paper, after my
arrival at Stockholm, on Auguft the iff, 1751, I found all the peafe hollow, and the

head of an infefl peeping out of each. Some of thefe infefts even crept out, in order

to try the weather of this new climate ; but I made hafle to fliut the paper again, in

order to prevent the Ipreading of this noxious infe£t t« I own, that when I firft per-

• As the (hells of oyfters are a marine animal produdlion, and their cavities are full of particles of fea-

water, the moifture of it flies off, leaving behind its fait ; when the (hells are burnt, and the lime is flacked,

the fait mixes with the lime : and though the mortar of fuch a lime grows ever fo dry^ the particles of fait

immediately attraft the moifture of the air, and caufc that dampnefs complained of here . F.
-j- Though Mr. Kalm has fo carefully avoided peopling Europe with this infeft, yet Dr. Linnxus afTures

us, in his Syftema Naturae, that the fouthern countries of Europe are already infefled with it; Scopoli

mentions it among hisinfefta carniolica, p. 63. and Geoffroy, among his Parifian infeds, vol. i. p. 16'j. t. 4.

f. 9. has given a fine figure of it. F.

VOL. XIII. 3 K ceived
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ceived them, I was more frightened than I fliould have been at the fight of a viper.

For I at once had a full view of the whole damage, which my dear country would Jiave

fuffered, if only two or three of thefe noxious infetts had efcaped me. The pofterity of

many families, and even the inhabitants of whole provinces, would have had fufficient

reafon to detefl: me, as the caufe of fo great a calamity. I afterwards fcnt feme of them,

though well fecured, to Count Teffin, and to Dr. Linnasus, together with an account of

their deftruftive qualities. Dr. Linnaeus has already inferted a defcription of iheni in an

academical dilTertation, which has been drawn up under his prefidency, and treats of

the damages made by infects*. He there calls this infeft theBruchus of North
Am.erica f. It was very peculiar that every pea in the paper was eaten without exception.

"When the inhabitants of Peniylvania few peafe procured from abroad, they are not

commonly attacked by thefe infecls for the firll year ; but in the next they take poffef-

fion of the pea. It is greatly to be wiflied that none of the fhips which annually depart

from New York or Penfylvania, may bring them into the European countries. From
hence the power of a fingle defpicable infefl will plainly appear; asalfo, that theftudy

of the ceconomy and of the qualities of infeds is not to be looked upon as a mere
paftime and ufelefs employment |.

The rhus radicans is a fhrub or tree which grows abundantly in this country,

and has in common with the ivy, called hedera arborea, the quality of not growing

without the fupport either of a tree, a wall, or a hedge. I have feen it climbing to the

very top of high trees in the woods, and its branches flioot out every where little roots,

which faften upon the tree, and as it were enter into it. When the ftem is cut, it

emits a pale brown fap of a difagreeable fcent. This fap is fo fliarp that the letters

and charafters made upon linen with it cannot be got out again, but grow blacker the

more the cloth is wafhed. Boys commonly marked their names on their linen with

this juice. If you write with it on paper the letters never go out, but grow blacker

from time to time.

This fpecies of fumach has the fame noxious qualities as the poifonous fumach, or

poifon-tree, which I have above defcribed, being poiibnous to feme people, though not

to every one. Therefore all that has been faid of the poifon-tree is likewife applicable

to this ; excepting that the former has the Wronger poifon. However, I have feen

people who have been as much fwelied from the noxious exhalations of the latter, at;

they could have been from thofe of the former. 1 likewife know, that of two filters,

the one could manage the tree without being affeded by its venom, though the other

immediately felt it as foon as the exhalations of the tree came near her, or whenever
file came a yard too near the tree, and even when fnc flood in the way of the wind,

which blew direclly from this fhrub. But upon me this fpecies of fumach has never

exerted its power ; though I made above a hundred experiments upon myfelf with the

greateft ftems, and the juice once fquirted into my eye, without doing me any harm.

On another perfon's hand, which I had covered very thick with it, the (kin, a lew hours

after, became as hard as a piece of tanned leather, and peeled oft iu the following davs,

as if little fcales fell from it.

» DifT. dc Noxa Iiiftflorum, Amocn. Acad. vol. 3. p. 147.

f In his Syflema Natura-, lie calls it bruchus pifi, or tlie peafe beetle ; and fayn, that the ;Tiacula

ula, or purple daw of Catifby, is the g'cateil dellroycr ot thtm, and though this bird has biqiiifcula, or purple daw of Catifby, is the g'cateil dellroycr ot thtm, and though this bird has been pro-

fcribed by the legiflature of Penfylvania, New Jcrfcy, and New England, as a maize-thief, they feel how.
ever the imprudence of extirpating tliis bird: for a quantity of worms, which formerly were eaten

by thefe birds, deftroy their meadows at prefent. F.

J If the pcjfe were ifeeped, before tliey arc fown, in a lye of lime wj

pUjia or aurclia of the iufctt would be killed. F.

water and feme diflblved arfenic, the

Od.
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0£V. 1 0th. In the morning I accompanied Mr. Cock to liis country feat.

Though the woods of Penfylvania afford many oaks, and more fpccies of them than

are found further north, yet they do not build fo many fliips in this province as tliey do
in the northern ones, and efpecially in New England. But experience has taught the

people that the fame kind of trees is more durable the further it grows to the north,

and that this advantage decreafes the more it grows in warm climates. It is likewife

plain that the trees in the fouth grow more every year, and form thicker ringlets, than

thofe in the north. The former have likewife much greater tubes for the circulation

of the fap than the latter. And for this reafon they do not build fo many fliips in

Penfylvania, as they do in New England, though more than in Virginia and Maryland;
but Carolina builds very few, and its merchants get all their fliips from New England.
Thofe which are here made of the beft oak hardly arc ferviceable above ten or at

moft twelve years; for then they are fo rotten that nobody ventures to go to fea in them.
Many captains of fhips come over from England to North America, in order to get

fliips built. But moft of them choofe New England, that being the raofl: northerly

province ; and if they even come over in fliips which are bound for Philadelphia, they

frequently, on their arrival, fet out from Penfylvania for New England. The Spaniards

in the Weft Indies are faid to build their fhips of a peculiar fort of cedar, which holds

out againft putrefaftion and wet ; but it is not to be met with on the continent in the

Englilh provinces. Here are above nine different forts of oak, but not one of them is

comparable to the fingle fpecies we have in Sweden, with regard to its goodnefs. And
therefore a fiiip of European oak cofts a great deal more than one made of American
oak.

Many people who chiefly employed themfelves in gardening, had found, in a fuccef-

fion of years, that the red beet, which grew out of the feed which was got from New
York, became very fweet, and had a very fine tafte ; but that it every year loft part of
its goodnefs, if it was cultivated from feeds which were got here. The people were
therefore obliged to get as many feeds of red beet every year from New York, as were
wanted in their gardens. It has likewife been generally obferved, that the plants which
are produced from Englifli feeds are always much better and more agreeable than
thofe which come from feeds of this country.

In the garden of Mr. Cock was a radifli, which was in the loofe foil grown fo big as

to be feven inches in diameter. Every body that faw it, owned it was uncommon to fee

them of fuch a fize.

That fpecies of convolvulus which is commonly called batatas, has here the name of
Berniudian potatoes. The common people, and the gentry without diftintlion,

planted them in their gardens. This is done in the fame manner as with the common
potatoes. Some people made little hillocks, into which they put thefe potatoes ; but
others only planted them in flat beds. The foil muft be a mixture of fand and earth,

and neither too rich nor too poor. When they are going to plant them, they cut

them as the common potatoes, taking care however that a bud or two be left on each
piece which is intended to be planted. Their colour is commonly red without and
yellow within. They are bigger than the common fort, and have a fweet and very
agreeable tafte which I cannot find in the other potatoes, in artichokes, or in any other

root ; and they almoft melt in the mouth. It is not long fmce they have been planted

here. They are dreffed in the fame manner as common potatoes, and eaten either

along with them, or bv themfelves. They grow very faft and very well here ; but the

greateft difficulty confifts in keeping them over winter, for they will bear neither cold

nor a great heat, nor wet. They mult therefore be kept, during winter, in a box
3 K 2 with
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with fand, in a warm room. In Penfylvania, where they have no valves in their

chimnies, they are put in I'uch a box with fand, at fomediftance from the fire, and there

they are fecured both againft frofl and againft over great heat. It will not anfwer the

purpofe to put them into dry fand in a cellar, as is commonly done with the common
fort of potatoes ; for the moifture which is always in cellars, penetrates the fand, and

makes them putrify. It would probably be very eafy to keep them in Sweden in warm
rooms, during the cold feafon. But the difficulty lies wholly in bringing them over

to Sweden. I carried a confiderable number of them with me on leaving America,

and took all poffible care in preferving them, but we had a very violent {form at fea,

by which the fliip was fo greatly damaged that the water got in every where', and

wetted our cloaths, beds, and other moveables fo much, that we could wring the

water out of them. It is therefore no wonder that my Bermuda potatoes were rotten ;

but as they are now cultivated in Portugal and Spain, nay even in England, it will

be eafy to bring them into Sweden. The drink which the Spaniards prepare from thefe

potatoes, in their American pofleflions, is not ufual in Penfylvania. *

Mr. Cock had a paper mill, on a little brook, and all the coarfer forts of paper

are manufaftured in it. It is now annually rented for fifty pounds Penfylvania

currency.

Oft. nth. I have already mentioned that every countryman has a greater or

JefTer number of apple-trees planted round his farm-houfe, from whence he gets great

quantities of fruit, part of which he fells, part he makes cyder of, and part he ufes in

his own family for pies, tarts, and the like. However, he cannot exped an equal

quantity of fruit every year ; and I was told, that this year had not by far afforded

fuch a great quantity of apples as the preceding ; the caufe of which they told me, was

the continual and great drought in the month of May, which had hurt all the blollbms

of the apple trees, and made them wither. The heat had been fo great as to dry up

all the plants, and the grafs in the fields.

The polytrichuni commune, a fpecies of mofs, grew plentifully on wet and lov/

meadows between the woods, and in feveral places quite covered them, as our moffes

cover the meadows in Sweden. It was likewife very plentiful on hills.

Af^riculture was in a very bad ftate hereabouts. When a perfon had bought a piece

of land, which perhaps had never been ploughed fince the creation, he cut down part

of the wood, tore up the roots, ploughed the ground, fowed corn on it, and the firft

time got a plentiful crop. But the fame land being tilled for feveral years fuccellively

without being manured, it at laft mull of courfe lofe its fertility. Its pofleffor there-

fore leaves it fallow, and proceeds to another part of this ground, which he treats in the

fame manner. Thus he goes on till he has changed a great part of his poffellions into

corn-fields, and by that means deprives the ground of its fertility. He then returns to

the firft field, which now is pretty well recovered ; this he again tills as long as it will

afford him a good crop, but when its fertility is exhaufled, he leaves it fallow again, and

proceeds to the reft as before.

It being cuftomary here to let the cattle go about the fields and hi the woods both day

and night, the people cannot collect much dung for manure, but by leaving the land

fallow for feveral years together, a great quantity of weeds fpring up in it, and get fuch

ftrength, that it requires a confiderable time to extirpate them. From hence it likewife

comes, that the corn is always fo much mixed with weeds. The great richnefs of the

» Mr. Miller dcfcribes this liquor in his GarJener'a DIflionary, under the article of Convolvulus, fpecies

the niUaud ibih. F.
'

8 foil,



KALM S TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 437

foil, which thefirfl European colonifls found here, and which had never been ploughed
before, has given rife to this negleft of agriculture, which is (till obferved by many of

the inhabitants. But they do not confider, that when the earth is quite exhaufted, a
great fpace of time, and an infinite deal of labour is neceffary to bring it again into

good order ; efpecially in thcfe couinries which are almoft every fummcr fo fcorched

up by the cxccflive heat and drought. The foil of the corn fields confifted of a thin

mould, greatly mixed with a brick coloured clay, and a quantity of fmall particles of
glimmer. This latter came from the ftones which are here almoft every where to be

met with at the depth of a foot or thereabouts. Thefe little pieces of glimmer made the

ground fparkle when the fun fhone upon it.

Almoll all the houfes hereabouts were built either of ftone or bricks : but thofe of
ftone were more numerous. Germantown, which is about two F.nglifh miles long, had
no other houfes, and the country houfes thereabouts were all built of ftone. But there

are fcveral varieties of that ftone which is commonly made ufe of in building. Some-
times it confifted ot a black or grey glimmer, running in undulated veins, the fpaces

between their bendings being filled up with a grey, loofe, fmall-grained limeftone,

which was eafily friable. Some tranfparent particles of quartz were fcattered in the

mafs, of which the glimmer made the greatelt part. It was very eafy to be cut, and
with proper tools could readily be fliaped into any form. Sometimes however the

pieces confifted of a black, fmall-grained glimmer, a white fmall-grained fandftone,

and fome particles of quartz, and the feveral conftituent parts were well mixed
together ; and fometimes the ftone had broad ftripes of the white limeftone without

any addition of glimmer, but moft commonly they were much blended together, and
of a grey colour. Sometimes this ftone was found to confift of quite fine and black

pieces of glimmer, and a grey, loofe, and very fmall-grained limeftone. This was
likewife very eafy to be cut, being loofe.

Thefe varieties of the itone are commonly found clofe together. They were every

whereto be met with, at a little depth, but not in equal quantity and goodnefs; and
not always eafy to be broken. When therefore a perfon intended to build a houfe,

he enquired where the beft ftone could be met with. It is to be found on corn fields

and meadows, at a depth which varies from two to fix feet. The pieces were different

as to fize. Some were eight or ten feet long, two broad, and one thick. Sometimes
they were ftill bigger, but frequently much lefs. Hereabouts they lay in ftrata one
above another, the thicknefs of each ftratum being about one foot. The length and
breadth were different, but commonly fuch as I have before mentioned. They muft:

commonly dig three or tour feet before they reach the firft ftratum. The loofe ground
above that ftratum is full of little pieces of this ftone. This ground is the commoa
brick-coloured foil, which is univcrlal here, and confifts of fand and clay, though the

former is more plentiful. The loofe pieces of glimmer which ftiine fo much in it, feein

to have been bruken oft' from the great ftrata of ftone.

It muft be obferved that when the people build with this ftone, they take care to turn

the flat fide of it outwards. But as that caiinot always be done, the ftone being

frequently rough on ail fides, it is eafily cut fmooth with tools, fince it is foft, and not

very difficult to be broken. The ftones however are unequal in thicknefs, and therefore

by putting them together they cannot be kept in fuch ftraight lines as bricks. It fome-

times likewife happens that pieces break oft when they are cut, and leave holes on the

outfide of the wall. But in order to fill up thcfe holes, the little pieces of ftone which
cannot be made ufe of are pounded, mixed with mortar, and put into the holes ; the

places thus filled up, are afterwards fmoothed, and when they are dry, they are

hardly
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hardly diftinguifliable from the reft, at fonie diftance. At laft they draw, on the out-
" iide of the wall, ftrokes of mortar, which crois each other perpendicularly, fo that it

looks as if the wall confifted wholly of equal fquare ftones, and as if the white ftrokes

were the places where they were joined with mortar. The infide of the wall is made
fmooth, covered with mortar, and white-waflied. It has not been obferved that this

kind of ftone attracts the moifture in a rainy or wet feafon. In Philadelphia and it$

environs, you find feveral houfes built of this kind of ftone.

The houfes here are commonly built in the Englifti manner.

One of Mr. Cock's negroes Ihewed me the fkin of a badger (urfus meles) which he

had killed a few days ago, and which convinced me that the American badger is the

fame with the Swedifti one : it was here called ground-hog.

Towards night I returned to Philadelphia.

0(51. 1 2th. In the morning we went to the river Skulkill, partly to gather feeds,

partly to collefl plants for the herbal, and to make all forts of obfervations. The
Skulkill is a narrow river, which falls into the Delaware, about four miles from Phila-

delphia to the fouth ; but narrow as it is, it rifes on the weft fide of thofe high moun-
tains commonly called the Blue Mountains, and runs two hundred Englifli miles, and

perhaps more. It is a great difadvantage to this country, that there are feveral cataradts

in this river as low as Philadelphia, for which reafon there can be no navigation on it.

To-day I made fome defcriptions and remarks on fuch plants as the cattle liked, or

fuch as they never touched.

I obferved feveral little fubterraneous walks in the fields, running under ground In

various diredlions, the opening of which was big enough for a mole : the earth, which

formed as it were a vault above it, and lay elevated like a little bank, was near two

inches high, full as broad as a man's hand, and about two inches thick. In unculti-

vated fields I frequently law thefe fubterraneous walks, which difcovered themfelves by

the ground thrown up above them, which when trod upon gave way, and made it in-

convenient to walk in the field.

Thefe walks are inhabited by a kind of mole *, which I intend to defcribe more ac-

curately in another work. Their food is commonly roots : I have obferved the fol-

lowing qualities in one which was caught. It had greater ftift'nefs and ftrength in its

legs than I ever obferved in other animals, in proportion to their fize. Whenever it

intended to dig, it held its legs obliquely like oars. I laid my handkerchief before it,

and it began to ftir in it with the fnout, and taking away the handkerchief to fee what

it had done to it, I found that in the fpace of a minute it had made it full of holes, and

it looked as if it had been pierced very much by an awl. 1 was obliged to put fome
books on the cover of the box in which I kept this animal, or elfe it was flung oft' im-

mediately. It was very iralciblc, and would bite great holes into any thing that was
put in its way ; I held a fteel pen-cafe to it, it at firlt bit at it with great violence, but

having felt its hardnefs, it would not venture again to bite at any thing. Thefe moles

do not make fuch hills as the European ones, but only fuch walks as I have already

defcribed.

OQ.. 13th. There is a plant here, from the berries of which they make a kind of

wax or tallow, and for that reafon the Swedes call it the tallow-fhrub. The Enolifli

call the fame tree the candleberry-tree, or baybeiry-bufh ; and Ur. Linnaeus gives it

the name of myrica ceriferaj it grows abundantly on a wet foil, and feems to thrive

* This animal is probably the forcx crillatui of Dr. Liniwiis, who fays it is like the mole, and lives in

Pcnfylvania. F.

particularly



KALM's travels IK NORTH AMERICA. 439

particularly well in the neighbourhood of the fea, nor have I ever found it high up in

the country far from the fea. The berries grow abundantly on the female (hrub, and*

look as if flour had been llrevved upon them. 'Ihey are gathered late in autumn,

being ripe about that time, and are then thrown into a kettle or pot full of boiling

water; by this means their fat melts our, floats at the top of the water, and may be

ikimmed off into a veffel ; with the flcimming, they go on till there is no tallow left.

The tallow, as foon as it is congealed, looks like common tallow or wax, but has a

dirty green colour ; it is fa- that reafon melted over again and refmed ; by which

means it acquires a fine and tranfparent green colour ; this tallow is dearer than com-

mon tallow, but cheaper than wax. In Philadelphia they pay a fhilling Pcnfylvania

currency, for a pound of this tallow ; but a pound of common tallow only canie to half

that money, and wax cods as much again. From this tallow they make candles in

many parts of this province, bat they ufually mix fome common tallow with it.

Candles of this kind do not eafily bend, nor melt in fummer as common candles do ;

they burn better and flower, nor do they caufe any fmoke, but rather yield an agreeable

fmell, when they are extinguiflied. An old Swede, of ninety-one years of age, told

me, that this fort of candles had formerly been much in ufe with his countryman. At
prefent they do not make fo many candles of this kind, if they can get the tallow of

animals ; it being too troublefome to gather the berries. However, thefe candles are

made ui'e of by poor people, who live in the neighbourhood of a place where the bufhes

grow, and have not cattle enough to kill, in order to fupply them with a fufficient

quantity of tallow. From the wax of the candleberry-tree they likewife make a foap

here, which has an agreeable fcent, and is the bed for Ihaving. This wax is likewife

ufed by doctors and furgeons,who reckon it exceedingly good for plafters upon wounds.

A merchant of this town once fent a quantity of thefe candles to thofe American pro-

vinces which had Roman Catholic inhabitants, thinking he would be well paid, fince

wax candles are made ufe of in the Roman Catholic churches ; but the clergy would

not take them. An old Swede mentioned that the root of the candleberry-tree was

formerly made ufe of by the Indians, as a remedy againft the tooth-ach, and that he

himfelf having had the tooth-ach very violently, had cut the root in pieces and applied

it round his tooth ; and that the pain had been leflTened by it. Another Swede afl'ured

me, that he had been cured of the tooth-ach, by applying the peel of the root to it.

In Carolina they not only make candles out of the wax of the berries, but likewife

fealing-wax.

Od. 14th. Penny-royal is a plant which has a peculiar ftrong fcent, and grows

abundantly on dry places in the country ; botanifts call it cunila pulegioides. It is

reckoned very wholefome to drink as a tea, when a perfon has got cold, as it promotes

perfpiration. I was likewife told, that on feeling a pain in any limb, this plant, if ap-

plied to it, would give immediate relief.

The goods which are fliipped to London from New England are the following : all

forts of fifli caught near Newfoundland and elfewhere ; train-oil of feveral forts

;

whalebone, tar, pitch, marts, new Ihips. of which a great number is annually built, a

few hides, and fometimes fome forts of wood. The Englilh iflands in America, as Ja-

maica and Barbadoes, get from New England, fifli, flefli, butter, cheefe, tallow, horfes,

cattle ; all forts of lumber, fuch as pails, buckets, and hogflieads ; and have returns

made in rum, fugar, mokifes, and other produces of the country, or in cafli, the greateft

part of all which ihey fend to London (the money efpecially) in payment of the goods

received from thence j and yet all this is infufEcient to pay off the debt.

7 , oa.
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0£1:. 1 5th. The alders grew here in confiderable abundance on wet and low places,

and even fometimes on pretty high ones, but never reached the height of the

European alders, and commonly flood like a bu(h, about a fathom or two high. Mr.
Bartram and other gentlemen who had frequently travelled in thefe provinces, told

me, that the more you go to the fouth, the lefs are the alders ; but that they are higher

and taller, the more you advance to the north. I found afterwards myfelf, that the

alders, in fome places of Canada, are little inferior to the Svvedifh ones. Their bark is

employed here in dying red and brown. A Swedifli inhabitant of America told me»

that he had cut his leg to the very bone, and that fome coagulated blood had al-

ready been fettled within ; that he had been advifed to boil the alder bark, and to wafh

the wound often with the water : that he followed this advice, and foon got his leg

healed, though it had been very dangerous at firft.

The Phytolacca decandra was called poke by the Englifli. The Swedes had no par-

ticular name for it, but made ufe of the Englifh, with fome little variation into paok.

When the juice of its berries is put upon paper or the like, it ftrikes it with a high

purple colour, which is a fine as any in the world : and it is pity that no method is as

yet found out of making this colour lafl on woollen and linen cloth, for it fades very

foon. Mr. Bartram mentioned, that having hit his foot againfl a ftone, he had got a

violent pain in it ; he then bethought himfelf to put a leaf of the phytolacca on his foot,

by which he loft the pain in a Ihort time. The berries are eaten by the birds about

this time. The Englifh and feveral Swedes make ufe of the leaves in fpring, when
they are juft come out, and are yet tender and foft, and eat them partly as green cale,

and partly in the manner we eat fpinnage. Sometimes they likewife prepare them in

the firft of thefe ways, when the ftalks are already grown a little longer, breaking off

none but the upper fprouts, which are yet tender, and not woody ; but in this latter

cafe, great care is to be taken, for if you eat the plant when it is already grown up, and

its leaves are no longer foft, you may expefl: death as a confequence, which feldom

fails to follow ; for the plant has then got a power of purging the body to excefs. I

have known people, who, by eating great full-grown leaves of this plant, have got fuch

a ftrong dyfentery, that they were near dying with it ; its berries however are eaten in

autumn by children, without any ill confequence.

Woollen and linen cloth is died yellow with the bark of hiccory. This likewife is

done with the bark of the black oak, or Linnseus's quercus nigra, and that variety of it

which Catefby in his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, vol. i. tab. 19, calls quercus mari-

landica. The flowers and leaves of the impatiens noli tangere, or balfamine, likewife

dyed all woollen ftufFs with a fine yellow colour.

The coUinfonia canadenfis was frequently found in little woods and bufhcs, in a good
rich foil. Mr. Bartram, who knew the country perfedly well, was fure that Penfyl-

vania, and all the parts of America in the fam.e climate, were the true and original places

where this plant grows ; for further to the fouth, neither he nor Meffrs. Clayton and
Mitchel ever found it, though the latter gentlemen have made accurate obfcrvations in

Virginia and part of Maryland ; and from his own experience he knew that it did not

grow in the northerly parts. I have never found it more than fifteen minutes north of

forty- three degrees. The time of the year when it com.cs up in Penfylvania is fo late,

that its feed has but juft time fufficient to ripen in, and it therefore feems unlikely that

it can fucceed farther north. Mr. Bartram was the firft who difcovered it, and fent it

over into Europe. Mr. JufTicu, during his ftay at London, and Dr. Linnasus after-

wards, called collinfonia, from the celebrated Mr. Peter Collinfon, a merchant in

London,
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London, and fellow of the Englifli and Swedidi Royal Societies. He well defervcd

the honour of having a plant called after his name, ior there are few people that have

promoted natural hiflory and all ul'eful fciences with a zeal like his ; or that have done

as much as he towards collcding, cultivating, and making known all forrs of plants.

The collinfonia has a peculiar fcent, which is agreeable, but very ftrong. It always gave

me a pretty violent head-ach whenever I paiVed by a place where it Rood in plenty, and

cfpecially when it was in flower. Mr. Bartram was acquainted with a better quality

of this plant, which was that of being an excellent remedy againft all forts of pain in

the limbs, and againfl a cold, when the parts afl'eifted are rubbed with it ; and Mr. C.on-

rad Weiiler, interpreter of the language of the Indians in Penfylvania, had told him of

a more wonderful cure with this plant. He was once among a company of Indians,

one of which had been flung by a rattle-fnake ; the favages gave him over ; but he

boiled the collinfonia, and made the poor wretch drink the water, from which he hap-

pily recovered. Somewhat more to the north, and in New York, they call this plant

horfe-weed, becaufe the horfes eat it in fpring, before any other plant comes up.

Ocl. 1 6th. I afked Mr. Franklin, and other gentlemen who were well acquainted

with this country, whether they had met with any figns, from whence they could have

concluded, that any place which was now a part of the continent, had formerly been

covered with water ? and I got the following account in anfwer

:

Firfl, on travelling from hence to the fouth you meet with a place where the high

road is very low in the ground between two mountains. On both fides you fee nothing

but oyfter-fhells and mufcle-fliells in immenfe quantities above each other ; however
the place is many miles off the fea.

Second, whenever they dig wells, or build houfes in town, they find the earth lying

in feveral ffrata above each other. At a depth of fourteen feet or more, they find

globular ffones, which are as fmooth on the outfide as thofe which lie on the fea-lhore,

and are made round and fmooth by the rolling of the waves ; and after having dug
through the fand, and reached a depth of eighteen feet or more, they difcover in fome
places a flime like that which the fea throws up on the fiiore, and which comnionly

lies at its bottom and in rivers : this flime is quite full of trees, leaves, branches, reed,

charcoal, 6cc.

Third, it has fometimes happened that new houfes have funk on one fide in a fliort

time, and have obliged the people to pull them down again. On digging deeper, for

a very hard ground to build upon, they have found a quantity of the above flime,

wood, roots, kc.

Are not thefe reafons fufBcient to make one fuppofe that thofe places in Philadelphia,

which are at prefent fourteen feet and more under ground, formerly were the bottom of

the fea, and that, by feveral accidents, fand, earth, and other things, were carried upon
it ? or, that the Delaware formerly was broader than it is at prefent ? or, that it has

changed its courfe ? This laft flill often happens at prefent ; the river breaking off the

bank on one fide, and forming one on the other. Both the Swedes and Englifli often

Ihewed me fuch places.

OA. 1 8th. At prefent I did not find above ten different kinds of plants in bloffom :

they were, a gentiana, two fpecies of after, the common golden rod, or folidago virga

aurea, a fpecies of hieracium, the yellow wood-fbrrel, or oxalis corniculata, the fox-

gloves, or digitalis purpurea, the hamamelis virginiana, or witch hazel, our common
millcfoil, or achilloea millefolium, and our dandelion, or leontodon taraxacum. All

other plants had for this year laid afide their gay colours. Several trees, efpecially

thofe which were to flower early in fpring, had already formed fuch lai-ge buds, that on
VOL. XIII. 3 L opening
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opening them all the parts of fruftificatioii, fuch as calyx, corolla, {lamina, and
piftillum, were plainly diftinguifliable. It was therefore eafy to determine the genus
to which fuch trees belonged. Such were the red maple, or acer rubrum. and the

laurus jeiti- ah's, a fpecies of bay. Thu'^ natur.^ prepared to bring forth flowcr<, with

the flrft mild weather in the next year. The buds were at prefent quite hard, and all

their parts preflcd clofe together, that the cold might by all means be excluded.

The black walnut-trees had for the greatefi; part dropt their leaves, and many of

them were entirely without them. The walnuts thenifelves were already fallen oft".

The green peel which enclofed them, if frequently handled, would yield a black

colour, which could not be got off the fingers in two or three weeks time, though the

hands were waflied ever ib much.
The cornus florida was called dog-wood by the Engl'fh, and grew abundantly in the

woods. It looks beautiful when it is adorned with its numerous great white flowers in

fpring. The wood is very hard, and is therefore nade ufe of for weavers fpools,

joiners planes, wedges, &c. When the cattle fall down in fpring for v/ant of flrength,

the people tie a branch of this tree on their neck, thinking it will help them.

Oct. 19th. The tulip-tree grows every where in the woods of this country. The
bbtanifts call it liriodendron tuhpifera, becaufe its flowers, both in refpecf to their fize,

and in refpeft to their exterior form, and even in fome meafure with regard to their

colour, refemble tulips. The Swedes call it canoe-tree, for both the Indians and the

Europeans often make their canoes of the flem of this tree. The Englilhmen in Pen-
fylvania giveit thenameof poplar. It is reckoned a tree which grov.'s to the greatefi

height and thicknefs of any in North America, and which vies in that point with our
greatefl: European trees. The white oak and the fir in North America, however,
are little inferior to it. It cannot therefore but be very agreeable to fee in fpring, at

the end of May (when it is in bloffom), one of the greatefl trees covered for a fortnight

together with flowers, which, with regard to their fhape, fize, and partly colour,

are like tulips ; the leaves have likewife fomething peculiar ; the Engliih, therefore,

in fome places, call the tree the old woman's fmock, becaufe their imagination finds

fomething like it below the leaves.

Its wood is here made ufe of for canoes, boards, planks, bowls, difhes, fpoons,

door-pofls, and all forts of joiners work. I have feen a barn of a confiderable fize,

whofe walls and roof were made of a fingle tree of this kind, fplit into boards.

Some joiners reckoned this wood better than oak, becaufe this latter frequently is

warped, which the other never does, but works very eafy ; others again valued it

very little. It is certain, that it contrafts fo much in hot weather, as to occafion

great cracks in the boards, and in wet weather it fwells fo as to be near burfting,

and the people hardly know of a wood in thefe parts which varies fo much in con-
tracting and expanding itfelf. The joiners, however, make much ufe of it in their

work ; they fay there are two fpecies of it ; but they are merely two varieties, one
of which, in time, turns yellow within ; the other is white ; the former is faid to

have a loofer texture. The bark (like Riiflian glafi;) is divifible into very thin

leaves, which are very tough like baft, though I have never feen it employed as fuch.

The leaves, when cruflied and applied to the forehead, are faid to be a remedy
againfl the head-ach. When horfes are plagued with worni!-, the bark is pounded,
and given them quite dry. Many people believe its roots to be as efficacious againfl

the fever as the jefuits bark. The trees grow in all forts of dry foil, both on hi^h
and low grounds, but too wet a foil will not agree with them.

oa.
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Oft. 20th. The be:iver-trce is to be met with in feveral parts of Penfylvania and
New Jerfey, in a poor fwampy foil, or on wet meadows. Dr. Linnzeus calls it mag-
nolia glauca ; both the Swedes and Englifh call it beaver-tree, becaufe the root of

this tree is the dainty of beavers, which are caught by its means ; however, the

Swedes fomctimes gave it a different name, and the I'nglifli as improperly called it

fwamp faffafras, and white laurel. The trees of this kind dropt their leaves early

in autumn, though fome of the young trees kept them stll the winter. I have feldom

found the beaver-tree to the north of Penfylvania, where it begins to flower about

the end of JVIay. The fcent of its bloffoms is excellent ; for by it you can difcover,

within three quarters of an Englilli mile, whether thefe little trees (land in the neigh-

bourhood, provided the wind be not againii; it. For the whole air is filled with this

fweet and pleafant fcent. It is beyond defcription agreeable to travel in the woods
about that time, efpecially towards night. They retain their flowers for three weeks,

and even longer, according to the quality of the foil on which the trees ftand ; and,

during the whole time of their behig in bloflbm, they fpread their odoriferous ex-

halations. The berries likewife look very fine when they are ripe, for they have a

rich red colour, and hang in bunches on flender ftalks. The cough, and other

peSoral difeafes, are cured by putting the berries into rum or brandy, of which a

draught every morning may be taken ; the virtues of this remedy were univerfally

extolled, and even praifed for their falutary effects in confumptions. The bark being

put into brandy, or boiled in any other liquor, is faid not only to eafe peftoral difeafes,

but likewife to be of fome fervice againft all internal pains and heat ; and it was

thought that a decoftion of it could Itop the dyfentery. Perfons who had caught

cold, boiled the branches of the beaver-tree in water, and drank it to their great relief.

A Swede, called Lars Lack, gave the following account of a cure effeded by this

tree : one of his relations, an old man, had an open fore in his leg, which would

not heal up again, though he had had much advice, and ufed many remedies. An .

Indian at laft effected the cure in the following manner : he burnt fome of this wood to

charcoal, which he reduced to powder, mixed with the frefli fat of pork, and rubbed

the open places feveral times. This dried up the holes, which before were continually

open, and the legs of the old man were quite found to his death. The wood is likewife

made ufe of for joiners planes.

Od. 22d. Upon trial it has been found that the following animals and birds, which

are wild in the woods of North America, can be made nearly as tradable as domeftic

animals.

The wild cows and oxen, of which feveral people of diftinftion have got young
calves from thefe wild cows, which are to be met with in Carolina, and other pro-

vinces to the fouth of Penfylvania, and brought* thenx up among the tame cattle;

when grown up, they were perfedlly tame, bur, at the fame time, very unruly, fo

that there was no enclofure ftrong enough to refift them, if they had a mind to break

through it ; for as they poffefs a great ftrength in their neck, it was eafy for them to

overthrow the pales with their horns, and to get into the corn-fields , and as foon as

they had made a road, all the tame cattle followed them ; they likewife copulated

with the latter, and by that means generated as it were a new breed. This American,

fpecies of oxen is Linnasus's bos bifon, jS.

American deer can likewife be tamed ; and I have feen them tame myfelf in different

places. A farmer in New Jerfey had one in his poffeflion, which he had caught when
it was very young ; and at prefent it was fo tame, that in the day-time it run into the

wood for its food, and towards night it returned home, and frequently brought a

3 L 2 wild
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wild deer out of the wood, giving its mafler an opportunity to fhoot it. Several

people have therefore tamed young deer, and make ufe of them for hunting wild

deer, or for decoying them home, efpecially in the time of their rutting.

Beavers have been fo tamed, that they have gone on filliing, and brought home what

they had caught to their mafters. This often is the cafe with otters, of which I have

feen fome, which were as tame as dogs, and followed their mafters wherever they

went ; if he went out in a boat, the otter went with him, jumped into the water, and

after a while came up with a fifli. The opoiVum can likewife be tamed, fo as to fol-

low people like a dog.

The raccoon, which we (Swedes) call fiupp, can in time be made fo tame as to run
about the ftreets like a domeftic animal ; but it is impoflible to make it leave off its

habit of ftealing. In the dark it creeps to the poultry, and kills in one night a whole

ftock. Sugar and other fweet things muft be carefully hidden from it ; for if the

chefts and boxes are not always locked up, it gets into them, eats the fugar, and licks

up the treacle with its paws : the ladies therefore have every day fome complaint

againil it, and for this reafon many people rather forbear the diverfion which this ape-

like animal affords.

The grey and flying fquirrels are fo tamed by the boys, that they fit on their

fhoulders, and follow them every where.

The turkey cocks and hens run about in the woods of this country, and differ in

nothing from our tame ones, except in their fuperior fize, and redder though more
palatable flefh. When their eggs are found in the wood, and put under tame turkey

hens, the young ones become tame ; however, when they grow up, it fometimes

happens that they fly away ; their wings are therefore commonly clipped, efpecially

when young ; but the tamed turkeys are commonly much more irafcible than thofe

which are naturally tame. The Indians likewife employ themfelves in taming them
and keeping them near their huts.

Wild geefe have likewife been tamed in the following manner : when the wild geefe

firft come hither in fpring, and fl:op a little while (for they do not breed in Penfyl-

vania) the people try to flioot them in the wing, which, however, is generally mere
chance. They then row to the place where the wild-goofe fell, catch it, and keep

it for fome time at home ; by this means many of them have been made fo tame, that

when they were let out in the morning they returned in the evening ; but, to be
more fure of them, their wings are commonly clipped. I have feen wild-geefe of

this kind, which the owner allured me that he had kept for more than twelve years
;

but though he kept eight of them, yet he never had the pleafure to fee them copulate

with the tame ones, or lay eggs.

Partridges, which are here in abundance, may likewife be fo far tamed, as to run
about all day with the poultry, and to come along with them to be fed when they are

called. In the fame manner I have feen wild pigeons, which were made fo tame as

to fly out and return again. In fome winters there are immenfe quantities of wild

pigeons in Penfylvania.

Oct. 24th. Of all the rare birds of North America, the humming-bird is the moft
admirable, or at leaft moft worthy of peculiar attention. Several reafons induce me
to believe that few parts of the world can produce its equal. Dr. Linnjeus calls it

trochilus colubris. The Swedes, and fome Engl iflimen, call it the king's bird ; but

the name of humming-bird is more common. Catefby, in his Natural Hiftory of
Carolina, vol. i. page 65. tab. 6^. has drawn it, in its natural fize, with its proper

5 colours.
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colours, and added a defcription of it *. In fizc it is not much bigger than a large

humble-bee, and is therefore the leafl of all birdsf, or it is much if there is a lelltr

fpecies in the world. Its plumage is moft beautifully coloured, mofl; of its feathers

being green, fome grey, and others forming a fhining red ring round its neck ; the

tail glows with fine feathers, changing from green into a brafs colour. Thefe birds

come here in fpring, about the time when it begins to grow very warm, and make
their nefls in fummer ; but, towards autumn, they retreat again into the more
fouthern countries of America. They fubfilt barely upon the nedar, or fweet juice

of flowers, contained in that part which botanifls call the ncftarium, and which they

fuck up with their long bills. Of ail the flowers, they like thofe moft, which have a

long tube ; and I have obfcrved that they have fluttered chiefly about the impatiens

noli tangcre, and the monarda with crimfon flowers. An inhabitant of the country is

fure to have a number of thefe beautiful and agreeable little birds before his windows
all the fummer long, if he takes care to plant a bed with all forts of fine flowers under

them. It is indeed a diverting fpeftacle to fee thefe little aftive creatures flying about

the flowers like bees, and fucking their juices with their long and narrow bills. The
flowers of the above-mentioned monarda grow verticiUated, that is. at different

diftances they furround the {talk, as the flowers of our mint (mentha), baftard hemp
(galeopfis), mother-wort (leonurus), and dead nettle (lamium). It is therefore diverting

to fee them putting their bills into every flower in the circle. As foon as they have

fucked the juice of one flower, they flutter to the next. One that has not feentheni

would hardly believe in how fhort a fpace of time they have had their tongues in all the

flowers of a plant, which when large, and with a long tube, the little bird, by putting

its head into them, looks as if it crept with half its body into them.

During their fucking the juice out of the flowers they never fettle on it, but flutter

continually like bees, bend their feet backwards, and move their wings fo quick that

they are hardly vifible. During thi fluttering they make a humming like bees, or

like that which is occafioned by the turning of a little wheeL After they have thus,

without refling, fluttered for a while, they fly to a neighbouring tree or poft, and re-

fume their vigour again. They then return to their humming and fucking. They are

not very fliy ; and I, in company with feveral other people, have not been full two
yards from the place where they fluttered about and fucked the flowers ; anJ though

we fpokeand moved, yet they were noways dilturbed ; but, on going towards them,

they would fly oflf with the fwiftnefs of an arrow. When feveral of them were on the

fame bed ti ere was always a violent combat between them, in meeting each other at

the fame flow er (for envy was likewife predominant amongft thefe little creatures), and

they attacked with fuch impetuofity that it would feem as if the ftrongeft would pierce

its antagonift through and through with its long bill. During the fight, they feem to

ftand in the air, keeping themfelves up by the incredibly fwift motion of their wings.

When the windows towards the garden are open, they purfue each other into the

rooms, fight a little, and flutter away again. Sometimes they come to a flower

which is withering, and has no more juice in it ; they then, in a fit of anger, pluck

it oft", and throw it on the ground, that it may not miftead them for the future.

If a garden contains a great number of thefe little birds, they are feen to pluck

* The fame is to be met with in Edwards's Natural Hiftory of Birds, p. iR. tah. 38. F.

+ There is a much IcfTer fpecief of humming-bird, by Linnxus called trochilus minimus, bcinp the

leaft bird known ; Sir Hans Sloane's livinjr one wtij;lu'd only twenty grains, and Mr. Edwards's dry one

forty-five. It is drawn in Edwards'a birds, t. 15c. in its natural fize, together with its egg. f.

off



44^ kalm's travels in north America.

off the flowers in fuch quantities that the ground is quite covered with them, and
-it feems as if this proceeded from a motion of envy.

Commonly you hear no other found than their humming; but when they fly againrt:

each other in the air, they make a chirping noife Uke a fparrow or chicken. I have

fometimes walked with feveral other people in fmall gardens, and thefe birds have on all

fides fluttered about us without appearing very fhy. They are fo fmall that one
would eafily miftake them for great humming-bees or butterflies, and their flight re-

fembles that of the former, and is incredibly fwift. They have never been obferved to

feed on infefts or fryit ; the nedar of flowers feems thei'efore to be their only food.

Several people have caught fome humming-birds, on account of their fingular beauty,

and have put them into, cages, where they died for want of a proper food. However,
Mr. Bartram has kept a couple of them for feveral weeks together, by feeding them
with water in which fugar had been dilfolved ; and I am of opinion, that it would not

be difficult to keep them all winter in a hot-houfe.

The humming-bird always builds its neft in the middle of a branch of a tree, and it is

fo fmall that it cannot be fcen from the ground, but he who intends to fee it mull: get

up to the branch. For this reafon it is looked upon as a great rarity if a nefl: is acci-

dentally found, efpecially as the trees in fummer have fo thick a foliage. The neft is like-

wife the leaft of all ; that which is in my poffefllon is quite round, and confiflis in the

infide of a brownifii and quite foft down, which feems to have been collefted from the

Jeaves of the great mullein or verbafcum thapfus, which are often found covered with

a foft wool of this colour, and the plant is plentiful here. The outfideof the neft has a

coating of green mofs, fuch as is common on old pales, or enclofures, and on trees ; the

inner diameter of the neft is hardly a geometrical inch at the top, and irs depth half an

inch. It is however known, that the humming-birds make their nefts likewife of flax,

hemp, mofs, hair, and other fuch foft materials ; they are faid to lay two eggs, each of

the fize of a pea.

Oft. 25th. I employed this day and the next in packing up all the feeds gathered

this autumn, for 1 had an opportunity of fending them to England by the fiiips which

failed about this time. From England they were forwarded to Sweden.

Ocl. 27th. In the morning I fet out on a little journey to New York, in company
with Mr. Cock, with a view to fee the country, and to enquire into the fafeft road,

which I could take in going to Canada, through the defart or uninhabited country be-

tween it and the Englifli provinces.

That part where we travelled at prefent was pretty well inhabited on both fides of

the road, by Engliflimen, Germans, and other Europeans. Plains and hills of different

dimenfions were feen alternately : mountains and ftones I never favv, excepting a few
pebbles. Near almoft every farm was a great orchard with peach and apple-trees,

fome of which were yet loaded with fruit.

The enclofures were in fome parts low enough for the cattle to leap over them witli

eafe ; to prevent this the hogs had a triangular wooden yoke ; and to the horfe's neck

was faftened a piece of wood, which at the lower end had a tooth or hook, faftcning in

the enclofure, and ftopping the horfe, juft when it lifted its fore feet to leap over ; but I

know not whether this be a good invention with regard to horfes. They were likewife

kept in bounds by a piece of wood, one end of which was faftened to one of the fore

feet, and the other to one of the hind feet, and it forced them to walk pretty flowly, as

at the fame time it made it impoflible for them to leap over the enclofures. To me it

appeared that the horfes were fubjed to all forts of dangerous accidents from this piece

of wood.

Near
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Near New Frankfurt we rode over a little flone bridge, and feme what further, eight

or nineEiiglifh miles from Philadelphia, we palled over another, which was likewife of

flone. There are not yet any mileftones put up in the country, and the inhabitants

only compute the diftances by guefs. We were afterwards brought over a river in a

ferry, where we paid threepence a perfon for ourfelves and our horfes.

At one of the places where we flopt to have our horfes fed, the people had a mocking-
bird in a cage ; and it is here reckoned the bed fmging bird, though its plumage be very

fimple, and not fnowy at all. At this time of the year it does not fmg. Linnsus calls

ittiurdus polyglottos; and Catefby, in his Natural Hiflory of Carolina, vol. i. p. 27.
tab. 27, has likewife defcribcd and drawn this bird. The people faid that it built its

nefts in the buflics and trees, but is fo Ihy, tliat if any body come and look at its eggs,

it leaves the neft, never to come to it again. Its young ones require great care in being

bred up. If they are taken from their mother and put into a cage fhe feeds them for

three or four days but feeing no hopes of fetting them at liberty, (he flies away ; it

then often happens, that the young ones die foon after, doubtlefs becaufe they cannot
accuftom themfclves to eat what the people give them. Thefe birds flay all fummer in

the colonies, but retire in autumn to the fouth, and ftay away all winter. They have
got the name of mocking-birds on account of their fkill in imitating the note of almoft

every bird they hear. The fong peculiar to them is excellent, and varied by an infinite

change of notes and melody ; feveral people are therefore of opinion that thcv are the

beft fmging birds in the world. So much is certain, that few birds come up to them j

this is what makes them precious.

About noon we came to New Briftol, a fmall town in Penfylvania, on the banks of
the Delaware, about fifteen Englifli miles from Philadelphia. Moil of the houfes are

built of (tone, and ftand afunder. The inhabitants carry on a fmall trade, though
moll of them get tlicir goods from Philadelphia. On the other fide of the river, almoft

diredly oppofiie to New Briftol, lies the town of Burlington, in which the governor of
New Jerfey refides.

Country feats appeared on both fides of the roads. But foon we came into a lane

enclofed with pales on both fides, including pretty great corn-fields. Next followed a

•wood, and we perceived, far the fpace of four Englifh miles, nothing but woods, and a

very poor foil, en which the lupinus pcrennis grew plentifully and fucceeded well. I

was overjoyed to fee a plant come on fo well in thefe poor dry places, and even began
to meditate how to improve this difcovery in a foil like that which it inhabited. But I

afterwards had the mortification to find that the horfes and cows eat almoft all the other

plant!?, but left the lupine, which was however very green, looked very frefti, and was
extremely foft to the touch. Perhaps means may be found out of making this plant

palatable to the cattle. In the evening we arrived at Tretiton, after having previoufly

pafled the Delaware in a ferry.

Oct. 28th. Trenton is a long narrow town, fituate at fome diflance from the river

Delaware, on a fandy plain ; it belongs to New Jerfey, and they reckon it thirty miles

from Philadelphia. It has two fmall churches, one for the people belonging to the

church of England, the other for the Pretbyterians. The houfes are partly built of

ftone, though moft of them are made of wood or planks, commonly two (tories hi'Th,

together N\iih a cellar below the building, and a kitchen under ground, clofe to the

cellar. The houfes ftand at a moderate diflance from one another. They are com-
monly built fo that the ftreet paffes along one fide of the houfes, while ga dens of dif-

ferent dimenfions bound the other fide ; in each garden is a draw-well ; the place is

reckoned very healthy. Our landlord told us, that cwenty-two years ago, when ha
8 fiflt
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firfl fettled here, there was hardly more than one houfe ; but from that time Trenton has

encreafed fo much that ther£ are at prefcnt near a hundred lioufcs. The houfes were
within divided into feveral rooms by their partitions of boards. The inhabitants of the

place carried on a fmall trade with the goods which they got from Philadelphia, but

their chier gain confilced in the arrival of the numerous travellers between that city and
New York ; for they are comnjonly brought by the Trenton yatchs from Philadelphia

to Trenton, or from thence to Philadelphia. But from Trenton further to New
Brunfwick, the travellers go in the waggons which fct out every day for that place.

Several of the inhabitants, however, likewife fubfilt: on the carriage for all forts of

goods, which are every day lent fn great quantities either from Philadelphia to New
York or from thence to the former places ; for between Philadelphia and Trenton all

goods go by water, but between Trenton and New Brunrv/ick they are all carried by
land, and both thele conveniences belong to people of this town.

For the yatchts which go between this place and the capital of Penfylvania, they

ufually pay a fliilling and fixpence of Penfylvania currency per pcrfon, and every one
pays befides for his baggage. Every pallenger mult provide meat and drink for him-

ielf, or pay fome fettled fare : between Trenton and New Brunfwick a perfon pays

, two fliillings and fixpence, and the baggage is likewife paid for feparately.

We continued our journey in the morning ; the country through which we pafled

was tor the greateft part level, though fometimes there were fome long hills ; fome
parts were covered with trees, but far the greater part of the country was without

woods ; on the other hand, I never faw any place in America, the towns excepted, fo

well peopled. An old man, who lived in this neighbourhood, and accompanied us for

fome part of the road, however aflured me, that he could well remember the time

when between Trenton and New Brunfwick there were not above three farms, and he

reckoned it was about fifty and fome odd years ago. During the greater part of the

day we had very extenfive corn-fields on both fides of the road ; and commonly to-

wards the fouth the country had a great declivity. Near almoft every farm was a

fpacious orchard full of peaches and apple-trees, and in fome of them the fruit was fallen

from the trees in fuch quantities as to cover nearly the whole furface. Part of it they

left to rot, fince they could not take it all in and confume it. Wherever we pafled by,

we were always welcome to go into the fine orchards, and gather our pockets full of

the choicell fruit, without the poflTelTor's fo much as looking after it. Cherry-trees

were plahted near the farms, en the roads, &c.

The barns* had a peculiar kind of conftrudiion hereabouts, which I will givea concife

defcriptiun of. The whole building was very great, fo as almoft to equal a fmall

church ; the roof was pretty high, covered with wooden lliingles, declining on both

fides, but not flecp : the walls which fupport it were not much higher than a full-

grown man ; bu^, on the other hand, the breadth of the building was the more confi-

derable : in the middle was the threlhing-floor, and above it, or in the loft or garret,

they put the corn which was not yet threflied, theftraw, or any thing elfe, according to

the feafon : on one fide were ftables for the horfes, and on the other for the cows.

And the fmall cattle had likewife their particular flables or ftyes ; on both ends of the

buildings were great gales, fo that one could come in with a cart and horfes through one
of them, and go out'at the other : here was therefore under one roof the threfliing-

floor, the barn, the flables, thchay-loft, the coach-houfc, &c. This kind of buildings

is chiefly made ufe of by the Dutch and Germans } for it is to be obferved, that the

* The sutlior fiems to comprehend more by this word than what it commonly includes, for he defcribes

It as u building which contains both a barn and llabks. F.

country
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country between Trenton and New York is inhabited by few Engliflimen,but, infteadof

them, by Germans or Dutch *, the latter of which cl'pccially are numerous.

Before I proceed I hnd it nccelfary to remark one thing with regard to the Indians,

or old Americans. For this account may perhaps meet with readers, who, like many
people of my acquaintance, may be of opinion that all North America was almolfc

wholly inhabited by favage or heathen nations, and they may be aRonifhed that I do
not mention them more frequently in my account. Others may perhaps imagine, that

when 1 mention in my journal that the country is much cultivated, that in feveral

places houfes of ftone or wood are built, round which are corn-fields, gardens, and

orchards, that I am fpcaking of the property of the Indians ; to undeceive them, I

here give the following explication. The country, cfpccially all along the coafts, in the

Engliih colonies, is inhabited by Europeans, who in fome places are already fo numerous
that few parts of Europe are more populous. The Indians have fold the country to

the Europeans,.and have retired further up: in molt ])arts you may travel twenty Swedifli

miles, or about a hundred and twenty Englifh miles from the fea-fliore before you
reach the firft habitations of the Indiaiis' : aiid it is very poffible for a perfon to have

been at Philadelphia and other towns on the fea-fliore for half a year together without

fo much as feeing an Indian. I intend in the fequel to give a m.ore circuniftantial

account of them, their religion, manners, oeconomy. and other particulars relating to

them : at prefent I return to the fequel of my journal.

About nine Englifli miles from Trenton, the ground began to change its colour

;

hitherto it confifted of a confiderable quantity of hazel-coloured clay, but at prefent

the earth v.-as a reddifli brown, fo that it fometimes had a purple colour, and fometimes

looked like logwood. This colour came from a red limeltone, which approached

very near to that which is on the mountain Kinnekulle in Weft Gothland, and makes
a particular ftratum in the rock. The American red limeftone therefore feems to be
merely a variety of tlrat 1 faw in Sweden, it lay in ftrata of two or three fingers

thicknefs ; but was divifible into many thinner plates or fhivers, whofe furface was
feldoin flat and fmooth, but commonly rough : the ftrata themlelves were frequently

cut off by horizontal cracks. Wheii thefe ftones were expofed to the air they, by
degrees, fhivered and withered into pieces, and at laft turned into duft. The people

of this neighbourhood did not know how to make any ufe of it ; the foil above is

fometimes rich and fometimes poor : in fuch places where the people had lately dug
new wells, I perceived that moil: of the rubbifh which was thrown up confifted of fuch

a fpecies of ftone. This reddilli brown earth we always faw till near New Brunfwick,

where it is particularly plentiful. The banks of the river (hewed, in many places, nothing

but ftrata of limeftone, which did not run horizontally but dipped very much.
About ten o'clock in the morning we came to Prince-town, which is fituated in a

plain. Moll ot the houfes are built of wood, and are not contiguous, fo that there

are gardens and paftures between them. As thefe parts were fooner inhabited by
Europeans than Penfylvania, the woods were likewife more cut away, and the

country more cultivated, fo that one might have imagined himJelf to be in Europe.

We now thought of continuing our journey, but as it began to rain very heavily,

and continued lb during the whole day and part of the night, we were forced to ftay

till next morning.

* This kind of building is frequent in the north of Germany, Holland, and Prufiia, and tlierefore it is no
wonder that it is employed by people who were iifed to them in their own country. F.

VOL. XIII. 3 M Ocl.
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Oft. 2f)th. This morning we proceeded on our journey. The country was pretty

well peopled ; however there were yet great woods in many places : they all confided

of deciduous trees; and I did not perceive a fingle tree of the fir kind till I came to

New Brunfwick. The ground was level, and did not feem to be every where of the

richeft kind. In fome places it had hillocks, lofing themfelves almoft imperceptibly

in the plains, which were commonly croffed by a rivulet. Almofl near every farm-

houfe were great orchards. The houfes were commonly built of timber, and at

fome diftance by themfelves flood the ovens for baking, confifting commonly of clay.

On a hill covered with trees, and called Rock-hill, I faw feveral pieces of ftone or

rock, fo big that they would have required three men to roll them down. But

befides thefe there were few great (tones in the country ; for mofl: of thofe

which we faw could eafily be lifted up by a fingle man. In another place we per-

ceived a number of little round pebbles, but we did not meet with either mountains

or rocks.

About noon we arrived at New Brunfwick, a pretty little town in the province of

New Jerfey, in a valley on the weft fide of the river Rareton ; on account of its low

fituatlon it cannot be feen (coming from Penfylvania) before you get to the top of

the hill, which is quite clofe up to it : the town extends north and fouth along the

river. The German inhabitants have two churches, one of ftone and the other of

wood ; the Englifli church is of the latter kind, but the preftsyterians were building

one of ftone : the town-houfe makes likevvife a pretty good appearance. Some of the

other houfes are built of bricks, but moft of them are made either wholly of wood, or

of bricks and wood ; the wooden houfes are not made of ftrong timber but merely

of boards or planks, which are within joined by laths : fuch houfes as confift of both

wood and bricks have only the wall towards the ftreet of bricks, all the other fides

being merely of planks. This peculiar kind of oftentation would eafily lead a traveller

who pafles through the town in hafte, to believe that moft of the houfes are built of

bricks. The houfes were covered with ftiingles ; before each door there was an eleva-

tion, to which you afcend by fome ftepsfrom the ftreet ; it refembled a fmall balcony,

and had fome benches on both fides, on which the people fat in the evening, in order

to enjoy the frefh air, and to have the pleafure of viewing thofe who pafTed by. The
town has only one ftreet lengthways, and at its northern extremity there is a ftreet

acrofs ; both of thefe are of a confiderable length.

The river Rareton pafles hard by the town, and is deep enough for great yachts to

come up ; its breadth near the town is within the reach of a common gun-(hot ; the

tide comes up feveral miles beyond the town, the yachts were placed lengthways along

the bridge; the river has very high and pretty fteep banks on both fides, but near the

town there are no fuch banks, it being fituated in a low valley. One of the ftreets is

almoft entirely inhabited by Dutchmen, who came hither from Albany, and for that

reafon they call it Albany-ftreet. Thefe Dutch only keep company among themfelves,

and feldom or ever go amongft the other inhabitants, living as it were quite feparate

from them. New Brunfwick belongs to New Jerfey ; however the greateft part, or

rather all its trade is to New York, which is about forty Englifh miles diilant ; to

that place they fend corn, flour in great quantities, bread, feveral other nccelfaries,

a great quantity of linfccd,. boards, timber, wooden vcdels, and all forts of carpenter's

work. Several fmall yachts are every day going backwards and forwards between

tliefe two towns. The inhabitants likevvife get a confiderable profit from the travellers

who every hour pafs through on the high road.

The
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The fleep banks confifl of the red limeftone, wliich I have before defcrrbed. It is

here plainly vifiblc that the ftrata are not horizontal, but confidcrably dipping, cfpc-

cially towards the fouth. The weather and the air has in a great meafure diflblvcd the

ftone here : I enquired whether it could not be made ufc of ; but was affured, that in

building houics it was entirely ufclefs ; for, though it is hard and permanent under
ground, yet, on being dug out, and expofed for fome time to the air, it firft crumbles
into greater, then into lelier pieces, and at lafl is converted into duft. An inhabitant

of this town, however, tried to build a houfe with this fort of ftone, but its outfides

being expofed to the air, foon began to change fo much, that the owner was obliged
to put boards all over the wall to preferve it from falling to pieces. The people
however pretend that this (tone is a very good manure, if it is fcattered upon the corn-
fields in its rubbifh I^ate, for it is faid to ftifle the weeds : it is therefore made ufc of
both on the fields and in gardens *.

Towards the evening we continued our journey, and were ferried over the river

Rareton, together with our horfcs. In a very dry fummer, and when the tide has
ebbed, it is by no means dangerous to ride through this river. On the oppofite fhore

the red juniper tree was pretty abundant. The country through which we now palTed

was pretty well inhabited, but in moll places full of fmall pebbles.

We faw guinea-hens in many places where we pafled by. They fometimes run about
the fields, at a good diftance from the farm houfes.

About eight Englifh miles from New Brunfwick the road divided. We took that

on the left, for that on the right leads to Amboy, the chief fea-town in New Jerfey.

The country now made a charming appearance ; fome parts being high, others forming
vallies, and all of them well cultivated. From the hills you had a profpe£l of houfes,
farms, gardens, corn-fields, forefts, lakes, iflands, roads, and paflures.

In moft of the places where we travelled this day the colour of the ground was reddifh.

I make no doubt but there were ftrata of the before mentioned red limeilone under it.

Sometimes the ground looked very like a cinnabar ore.

Wood-bridge is a fmall village in a plain, confifling of a few houfes : we flopped
here to reft our horfes a little. The houfes were moft of them built of boards ; the
walls had a covering of ftiingles on the outfide ; thefe fliingles were round at one end,
and all of a length in each row : fome of the houfes had an Italian roof, but the greateft

part had roofs with pediments ; moft of them were covered with ftiingles. In moft
places we met with wells, and buckets to draw up the water.

Efizabeth-town is a fmall town, about twenty Englifti miles diftant from New Brunf-
wick : we an-ived there immediately after fun-fetting. Its houfes are moftly fcattered,

but well built, and generally of boards, with a roof of fliingles, and walls covered with
the fame. There were likewife fome ftone buildings. A little rivulet palTes through the

town from weft to eaft ; it is almoft reduced to nothing when the water ebbs away, but
with the full tide they can bring up fmall yachts. Here were two fine churches, each of

which made a much better appearance than any one in Philadelphia. That belonging to

the people of the church of England was built of bricks, had a fteeple with bells, and a

baluftrade round it, from which there was a profped of the country. The meeting-houfe

of the prefbyterians was built of wood, but had both a fteeple and bells, and was, like the

other houfes, covered with ftiingles. The town-houfe made likewife a good appearance,

and had a fpire with a bell. The banks of the river were red, from the reddifli linie-

• Probably it is a (lone marie ; a blue and reddidi fpccics of this kind Is iifcd with good fuccefs in the
cojinty of BanifT in Scotland.

3 M 2 ftone
J
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ftone ; both in about the town were many gardens and orchards ; and it might truly be'

i'aid, that Elizabeth-town was fituated in a garden, the ground hereabouts being even

and well cultivated.

At night Vv'e took up our lodgings at Elizabeth-town Point, an inn, about two Englifh

miles dillant from the town, and the laft houfe on this road belonging to New Jerfey.

The man who had taken the leafe of it, together with that of the ferry near it, told us

that he paid a hundred and ten pounds of Penfylvania currency to the owner.

Oft. 30th. We were ready to proceed on our journey at fun-rifing. Near the inn

where we had pafled the night, we were to crofs a river, and we were brought over, to-

gether with our horfes, in a wretched half-rotten ferry. This river came a confider-

able way out of the country, and fmall veffels could cafily fail up it. This was a great

advantage to the inhabitants of the neighbouring country, giving them an opportunity

of fending their goods to New York with great eafe ; and they even piade ufe ot it for

trading to the Weft Indies. The country was low on both fides of the river, and con-

fided of meadows. But there was no other hay to be got than fuch as commonly

grows in fwampy grounds ; for as the tide comes up in this river, thefe low plains

were fometimes overflowed when the water was high. The people hereabouts are faid

to be troubled in fummer with immenfe fwarms oi gnats or niufquitos, which fling

them and their cattle. This was afcribed to the low fwampy meadows, on which thefe

infects depofit their eggs, which are afterwards hatched by the heat.

As foon as we had got over the river, we were upon Staten Ifland, which is quite

furrounded with fait water. This is the beginning of the province of New York.

Mofl of the people fettled here were Dutchmen, or fuch as came hither whilft the Dutch

•were yet in poflTeflion of this place. But at prefent they were fcattered among the

Engliih and other European inhabitants, and Ipoke Englifh for the greateft part. The
profpedt of the country here is extremely pleafing, as it is not fo much intercepted by

woods, but offers more cultivated fields to view. < Hills and vallies fiill continued, as

ufual, to change alternately.

The farms were near each other. Moft of the houfes were wooden ; however fome

were built of ftone. Near every farm •houfe was an orchard with apple-trees. Here,

and on the whole journey before, I obferved a prefs for cyder at every farm-houfe,

made in different manners, by which the people had already preffed the juice out of the

apples, or were juft bufied with that work. Some people made ufe of a wheel made of

thick oak planks, which turned upon a wooden axis, by means of a horfe drawing it,

much in the fame manner as the people do with woad ;
* except that here the wheel

runs upon planks. Cherry-trees {food along the enclofures round corn-fields.

The corn-fields were excellently fituated, and either fown with wheat or rye. They
had no ditches on their fides, but (as is ufual in England) only furrows, drawn at greater

or lefl'er diflances from each other.

In One place we obferved a water-mill, fo fituated that when the tide flowed the water

ran into a pond ; but when it ebbed, the floodgate was drawn up, and the mill driven by

the water flowing out of the pond.

About eight o'clock in the morning we arrived at the place where we were to crofs

the water, in order to come to the town of New York. We left our horfes here, and

went on board the yacht : we were to go eight Englifli miles by fea ; however, we
landed about eleven o'clock in the morning at New York. We faw a kind of wild

• Dr. Linnreiis, in liis Travels through '(Vellrogothia, has given a drawing of tlie machine by which woad
prepared, on the 128th page,

ducks
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ducks in immcnfe quantities upon the water: the people called them blue bills, and they

feemcd to be the fame with our pintail ducks, or Linnceus's anas acuta: but they were

very fliy. On the fliore of the continent we faw fome very fine floping corn-fields,

which at prtfcnt looked quite green, the corn being already come up. We faw many
boats, in which the fifhermen were bufy catching oyfters : to this purpofe they

make ufe of a kind of rakes with long iron teeth bent inwards ; thefe they ufed either

fingle, or two tied together, in fuch a manner that the teeth were turned towards each

other.

0(3:. 3 1 ft. About New York they find innumerable quantities of excellent oyfters^

and there are few places which have oyfters of fuch an exquifite tafte, and of fo great a

fize: they are pickled and fent to the Weft Indies and other places; which is done in

the following manner. As foon as the oyfters are caught, their ftiells are opened,

and the fiili waflied clean ; fome water is then poured into a pot, the oyfters are put

into it, and they muft boil for a while ; the pot is then taken off from the tiro again, the

oyfters taken out and put upon a difti, till they are fomewhat dry : then you take fome

mace, allfpice, black pepper, and as much vinegar as you think is fufEcient to give a

fourifh tafte. All this is mixed with half the liquor in which the oyfters were boiled,

and put over the fire again. While you boil it, great care is to be taken in fcumming

off the thick fcum ; at laft the whole pickle is poured into a glafs or earthen veffel,

the oyfters are put to it, and the veffel is well ftopped to keep out the air. In this

manner oyfters will keep for years together, and may be fent to the moft diftant parts

of the world.

The merchants here buy up great quantities of oyfters about this time, pickle them

in the above-mentioned manner, and fend them to the Weft Indies : by which they

frequently make a confiderable profit : for the oyfters which coft them five fliillings

of their currency, they commonly fell for a piftole, or about fix times as much as they

gave for them ; and fometimes they get even more: the oyfters which are thus pickled

have a very fine flavour. The following is another way of preferving oyfters : they are

taken out of the {ht\h^ fried with butter, put into a glafs or earthen veffel with the

melted butter over them, fo that they are quite covered with it, and no air can get to

them. Oyfters prepared in this manner have likewife an agreeable tafte, and are ex-

ported to the Weft Indies, and other parts.

Oyfters are here reckoned very wholefome, fome people affured us, that they had

not felt the leaft inconvenience after eating a confiderable quantity of them. It is like-

wife a common rule here, that oyfters are beft in thofe months, which have an r in

their name, fuch as September, October, &c. ; but that they are not fo good in other

months ; however there are poor people who live all the year long upon nothing but

oyfters with bread.

The fea near New York, affords annually the greateft quantity of oyfters. They

are found chiefly in a muddy ground, where they lie in the flime, and are not Co fre-

quent in a fandy bottom : a rocky and a ftony bottom is feldom found here. The
oyfter ftiells are gathered in great heaps, and burnt into a Hme, which by fome people

is made ufe of in building houfes, but is not reckoned fo good as that made of limcftone.

On our journey to New York, we faw high heaps of oyfter ftiells near the farm-houfes,

upon the fea ihore ; and about New York, we obferved the people had carried them

upon the fields, which were fovvn with wheat. However they were entire, and not

cruftied.

The Indians, who inhabited the coaft before the arrival of the Europeans*

have made oyfters and other 01011-6111 their chief food ; and at prefent, whenever they

come
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come to a fait water, where oyflers are to be got, they are very aftive in catching them,

and fell them in great quantities to other Indians, who live higher up the country : for

this reafon you fee immenfe numbers of oyfler and mufcle fliells piled up near fuch

places, where you are certain that the Indians formerly built their huts. This circum-

ftance ought to make us cautious in maintaining, that in all places on the fea-fliore, or

higher up in the country, where fuch heaps of fhells are to be met with, the latter have

lain there ever fmce the time that thofe places were overflowed by the fea.

Lobfters arelikewife plentifully caught hereabouts, pickled much in the fame way as

oyfters, and fent to feveral places. I was told of a very remarkable circumftance about

thefe lobfters, and I have afterwards frequently heard it mentioned. The coaft of New
York had already European inhabitants for a confiderable time, yet no lobfters were

to be met with on that coaft ; and though the people fifhed ever fo often, they could

never find any figns of lobfters being in this part of the fea : they were therefore con-

tinually brought in great well-boats from New I'.ngiand, where they are plentiful; but

it happened that one of thefe well-boats broke in pieces near Hellgate, about ten Englifh

miles from New York, and all the lobfters in it got oft'. Since that time they have

fo multiplied in this part of the fea that they are now caught in the greateft

abundance.

Nov. I ft. A kind of cold fever, which the Englifli in this country call fever and

ague, is very common in feveral parts of the Englilh colonies. There are, however,

other parts where the people have never felt it. I will in the fequel defcribe the

fymptonis of this difeafe at large. Several of the moft confiderable inhabitants of this

town affured me, that this difeafe was not near fo common in New York as it is in

Penfylvania, where ten were feized by it to one in the former province ; therefore

they were of opinion, that this difeafe was occafioned by the vapours arifing from ftag-

nant frefh water, from marflies, and from rivers ; for which reafon thofe provinces,

fituated on the fea fliore, could not be fo much afteded by it. However the carelefs-

nefs with which people eat quantities of melons, water melons, peaches, and other juicy

fruit, in fummer, was reckoned to contribute much towards the progrefs of this fever

;

and repeated examples confirmed the truth of this opinion. The Jcfuit's bark was

reckoned a good remedy againft it. It has, however, often been found to have ope-

rated contrary to expedation, though I am ignorant whether it was adulterated, or

whether fome miftake had been committed in the manner of taking it. Mr. Davis van

Home, a merchant, told me, that he cured himfelf, and feveral other people, of this

fever, by the leaves of the common garden fage, or falvia officinalis of Linnasus. The
leaves are crufhed or pounded in a mortar, and the juice is prefled out of them ; this is

continued till they get a fpoonful of the liquid, which is mixed with lemon juice.

This draught is taken about the time that the cold fit comes on ; and after taking it

three or four timfes the fever does not come again.

The bark of the white oak was reckoned the bcft remedy which had as yet been

found againft the dyfcntery. It is reduced to a powder, and then taken : fome people

affured me, that in cafes where nothing would help, this remedy had given a certain and

fpccdy relief. The people in this place likewife make ufe of this bark (as is ufually

done in the Englifli colonies) to dye wool a brovi'n colour, which looks like that of

bohea tea, and docs not fade by being cxpoled to the fun. Among the numerous
fliells which are found on the fea-fhore, there are fome, which by the Englifh here are

called clams, and which bear fome refemblance to the human ear. They have a con-

fiderable thicknefs, and arc chiefly white, excepting the pointed end, which both with-

out and within has a blue colour, between purple and violet. They are met with in vaft

8
'

numbers
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numbers on the fca-fhore of New York, Long Ifland, and other places. The fhells

contain a large animal, which is eaten both by the Indians and Europeans fettled

here.

A coiifiderable commerce is carried on in this article with fuch Indians as live fur-

ther up the country. When thefe people inhabited the coafl they were able to catch

their own clanis, which at that time made a great part of their food ; but at prefent

this is the bufinefs of the Dutch and Englifh, who live in Long Ifland and other mari-

time provinces. As foon as the fliellsare caught, the fifii is taken out of them, drawn

upon a wire, and hung up in the open air, in order to dry by the heat ot the fun.

When this is done, the flelh is put into proper veflels, and carried to Albany upon the

river Hudfon ; there the Indians buy them, and reckon them one of their bcfi: difhes.

Befides the Europeans, many of the native Indians come annually down to the fea-lhore,

in order to catch clams, proceeding with them afterwards in the manner 1 have jufl;

defcribed.

The fliells of thefe clams are ufed by the Indians as money, and make what they call

their wampum ; they likewife ferve their women for an ornament, when they intend

to appear in full drefs. Thefe wampums are properly made of the purple parts of the

fhells, which the Indians value more than the white parts. A traveller, who goes to

trade with the Indians, and is well flocked with them, may become a confiderable

gainer; but if he take gold coin, or bullion, he will undoubtedly be a lofer ; for the

Indians, who live farther up the country, put Httle or no value upon thefe metals which

we reckon fo precious, as I have frequently obferved in the courfe of my travels. The
Indians formerly made their own wampums, though not without a deal of trouble ; but

at prefent the Europeans employ themfelves that way, efpecially the inhabitants of

Albany, who get a confiderable profit by it. In the fequel I intend to relate the manner

of making the wampum.
Nov. 2d. Befides the different feds of Chriftians there are many Jews fettled in New

York, who poffefs great privileges. They have a fynagogue and houfes, and great

country feats of their own property, and are allowed to keep fliops in town. They
have likewife feveral fhips, which they freight, and fend out with their own goods ; in

fine, they enjoy all the privileges common to the other inhabitants of this town and

province.

During my refidence at New York this time, and in the two next years, I was fre-

quently in company with Jews. I was informed, among other things, that thefe people

never boiled any meat for themfelves on Saturday, but that they always did it the day

before ; and that in winter they kept a fire during the whole Saturday. They com-

monly eat no pork
;

yet I have been told by feveral men of credit, that many of them

(efoeciallv among the young Jews) when travelling, did not make the lead difficulty

about eating this or any other meat that was put before them ; even though they were

in c(impany with Chriftians. I was in their fynagogue laft evening for the firll time,

and this day at noon I vifited it again, and each time I was put into a particular feat,

which was fet apart for ftrangers or ChrilHans. A young rabbi read the divine fer-

vice, which was partly in Hebrew, and partly in the rabbinical dialed. Both men and

women were dreffed entirely in the* Englilh falhion ; the former had all of them their

hats on, and did not once take them oft" during fervice. The galleries, I obferved, were

appropriated to the ladies, while the men fat below. During prayers the men fpread a

white cloth over their heads ; which perhaps is to reprefent fackcioth ; but I obferved

that the wealthier fort of people had a much richer cloth than the poorer ones. Many

of the men had Hebrew books, in which they fang and read alternately. The rabbi

flood
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flood in the middle of the fynagogue, and read with his face turned towards the eaft

:

he fpoke, however, fo faft, as to make it almoft impoflible for any one to underltand
what he faid *.

New York, the capital of a province of the fame name, is fituated under forty degrees

and forty minutes north latitude, and feventy-four degrees and four minutes of weflern

longitude from London ; and is about ninety-feventy Englifli miles diflant from Phila-

delphia. The fituation of it is extremely advantageous ror trade ; for the town (lands

upon a point which is formed by two bays, into one of which the river Hudfon dif-

chargcs itfelf, not far from tlie town ; New York is therefore on three fides furroundcd
with water : the ground it is built on is level in fome parts, and hilly in others : the

place is generally reckoned very wholefome.
The town was firfl: founded by the Dutch : this, it is faid, was done in the year

1623, when they were yet maflers of the country ; tliey called it New Amflerdam,
and the country itfelf New Holland. The Englifh, towards the end of the year 1664,
taking poffeffion of it under the condudl of Des Cartes, and keeping it'by the virtue of

the next treaty of peace, gave the name of New York to both the town and the pro-

vince belonging to it ; in fize it comes nearell to Bolton and Philadelphia. But with

regard to its fine buildings, its opulence, and extenfive commerce, it difputes the pre-

ference with them : at prefent it is about half as big again as Gothenburg in Sweden.
The ftrcets do not run fo ftraight as thofe of Philadelphia, and have fometimes con-

fiderable bendings : however they are very fpacious and well-built, and moll of them
are paved, except in high places, where it has been found ufelefs. In the chief ftreets

there are trees planted, which in fummer gave them a fine appearance, and during the

excefTive heat at that time, afford a cooling (hade : I found it extremely pleafant to

walk in the town, for it feemed quite like a garden ; the trees which are planted for

this purpofe are chiefly of two kinds : the water-beech, or Linnfcus's platanus occi-

dentalis, are the mod numerous, and give an agreeable (Iiade in fummer, by their

great and numerous leaves. The locult-tree, or Linnteus's robinia pfeud-acacia, is

likewiie frequent : its fine leaves, and the odoriferous fcent which exiiales from its

flowers, make it very proper for being planted in the ftreets near the houfes, and in

gardens. There are likewife lime-trees and elms in thefe walks, but they are not by
lar fo frequent as the others : one feldom met with trees of the iame fort next to each
•other, they being in general planted alternately.

Befides numbei-s of birds of all kinds which make thefe trees their abode, there are

likewife a kind of frogs which frequent them in great numbers in fummer ; they are

Dr. Linnaeus's rana arborea, and efpecially the American variety of this animal. They
are very clamorous in the evening and in the nights (efpecially when the days had
been hot, and a rain was expeflcd) and in a manner drown the finging of the birds.

They frequently make fuch a noife that it is difficult for a perfon to make himfelf

heard.

Moft of the houfes are built of bricks, and are generally flrong and neat, and feveral

ftories high. Some had, according to old architefturc, turned the gable-end towards

the ftreets; but the new houfes were altered in this refpeft. Many of the houfes had
a balcony on the roof, on which the people ufed to fit in the evenings in tiie fummer
feafon j and from thence they had a pleafant view of a great part of the town, and
likewife of part of the adjacent water, and of the oppofite (hore. The roofs are coni-

• As there are no Jews in Sweden, Prof. Kalm was an utter (Iranger to tlicir manners and religious

cuftoms, and therefore relates them as a kind of novdty. F.

monly
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monly covered with tiles or (hinglcs ; the latter of which are made of the white fir-tree,

or pinus ftrobus (Linn. fp. plant.) which grows higher up in the country. The inha-

bitants are of opinion, that a roof made of thefe fliinglcs is as durable as one made in

Penfylvania of the white cedar, or cuprcfTus thyoides (Linn. fpcc. plant.) The walls

were white-wafhed within ; and I did not any where fee hangings, with which the people

m this country feem in general to be but little acquainted. The walls were quite

covered with all forts of drawings and pictures in fmall frames. On each fide of the

chimnies they had ufually a fort of alcove ; and the wall under the windows was waii>

fcotted, and had benches placed near it. The alcoves and all the wood work were
painted with a bluilli grey colour.

There are feveral churches in the -town, which deferve fome attention, i . The
Englifli church, built in the year 1 695, at the wefl end of the town, confiding of flone,

and has a fteeple with a bell. 2. The new Dutch church, which is likewifc built of
ftone, is pretty large, and is provided with a fteeple ; it alfo has a clock, which is the

only one in thetown. This church fl;ands almoft due from north to fouth. No particular

point of the compafs has here been in general attended to in erecting facred buildings.

Some churches ftand as is ufual from eafl; to weft, others from fouth to north, and
others in different pofitions. In this Dutch church there is neither altar, veftry, choir,

fconces, nor paintings. Some trees are planted round it, which make it look as if it

was built in a wood. 3. The old Dutch church, which is alfo built of ftone ; it is

not fo large as the new one. It was painted in the infide, though without any images,

and adorned with a fmall organ, of which Governor Burnet made them a prefent.

The men, for the moft part, fit in the gallery, and the women below. 4. The Pref-

byterian church, which is pretty large, and was built but lately ; it is of ftone, and has

a fteeple and a bell in it. 5. The German Lutheran church. 6. The German Re-
formed church. 7. The French church, for Proteftant refugees. 8. The Quaker's
meeting-houfe. 9. To thefe may be added the Jewifti fynagogue, which I mentioned
before.

Towards the fea, on the extremity of the promontory, is a pretty good fortrefs, called

Fort George, which entirely commands the port, and can defend the town, at leaft

from a fudden attack on the fea-fide. Befides that, it is likewife fecured on the north,

or towards the fliore, by a pallifade, which, however, (as for a confiderable time the

people have had nothing to fear from an enemy) is in many places in a very bad ftate

of defence.

There is no good water to be met with in the town itfelf, but at a little diftance there

is a large fpring of good water, which the inhabitants take for their tea, and for the ufes

of the kitchen. Thofe, however, who are lefs delicate in this point, make ufe of the water

from the wells in town, though it be very bad. This want of good water lies heavy
upon the horfes of the ftrangers that come to this place ; for they do not like to drink,

the water from the wells in the town.

The port is a good one ; ftiips of the greateft burthen can lie in it, quite clofe up to the

bridge^ but its water is very fait, as the fea continually comes in upon it, and therefore

is never frozen, except in extraordinary cold weather. This is of great advantage to

the city and its commerce ; for many fhips either come in or go out of the port at any
time of the year, unlefs the winds be contrary ; a convenience which, as I have before

obferved, is wanting at Philadelphia. It is fecured from all violent hurricanes from
the fouth-eaft by Long Ifland, which is fituated juft before the town ; therefore only

the ftorms from the fouth-weft are dangerous to the fhips which ride at anchor here,

becaufe the port is open only on that fide. The entrance however has its faults ; one
VOL. XIII. 3 N of
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of them is, that no men of war can pafs through it ; for though the water is pretty-

deep, yet it is not fufficiently fo for great fliips. Sometimes even merchant fliips of a

laro-e fize have, by the rolling of the waves and by finking down between them, flightly

touched the bottom, though without any bad confcqucnces. Befides this, the canal is

narrow ; and for this reafon many fliips havebeen loft here, becaufe they may be eafily

cafl: upon afand, if the fliip is not well piloted. Some old people, who had conftantly

been upon this canal, aflTured me, that it was neither deeper nor lliallovver at prefent

than in their youth.

The common difference between high and low water at New York amounts fo

about fix feet, Englifh meafure. But at a certain time in every month, when the tide

flows more than commonly, the difference in the height of the water is feven feet.

New York probably carries on a more extcnfive commerce than any town in the

Eno-lifli North American provinces ; at leaft it may be faid to equal them : Bofton and

Philadelphia however come very near up to it. The trade of New York extends to

many places ; and it is faid they fend more fliips from thence to London than they do

from Philadelphia. They export to that capital all (he various forts of fkins which they

buy of the Indians, fugar, logwood, and other dying woods, rum, mahogany, and many
other goods which are the produce of the Weft Indies ; together with alLthe fpecie

which they get in the courfe of trade. Every year they build feveral fliips here, which

are fent to London, and there fold ; and of late years they have fiiipped a quantity of

iron toEni;land. In return for thefe, they import from London fluffs, and every other

article of Englifli growth or manufafture, together with all forts of foreign goods.

England, and efpecially London, profits immcnfely by its trade with the American

colonies ; for not only New York, but likewife all the other Englilli towns on the

continent, import fo many articles from England, that all their fpecie, together with

the goods which they get in other countries, muft altogether go to Old England, in

order to pay the amount, to which they are however iniufficient. From hence it ap-

pears how much a well-regulated colony contributes to the increafe and welfare of its

mother country.

New York fends many fliips to the Weft Indies, with flour, corn, bifcuit, timber,

tuns, boards, flefli, fifli, butter, and other provifions ; together with fome of the few

fruits that grow here. Many fliips go to B>,'fton in New England, with corn and flour j

and take in exchange, flefli, butter, timber, different forts of fifli, and other articles,

which they carry further to the Weft Indies. They now and then take rum from

thence, which is diftilled there in great quantities, and -fell it here with a confiderable

advantage. Sometimes they fend yachts with goods from New York to Philadelphia,

and at other times yachts are fent from Philadelphia to New York, which is only

done, as appears from the gazettes, becaufe certain articles are cheaper at one place

than at the other. They fend fliips to Ireland every year, laden with all kinds of Weft
India goods, but efpecially with linfecd, which is reaped in this province. I have been

affure'd, that in fome years no lefs than ten fliips have been fent to Ireland, laden with

nolhinc; but linfecd, becaufe it is faid the flax in Ireland docs not afl'ord good feed
;

but probably the true reafon is this ; the people of Ireland, in order to have the better

flax, make ufe of the plant before the feed is ripe, and therefore are obliged to fend

for foreign feed ; and hence it becomes one of the chief articles in trade.

At this time a bufliel of linfeed is fold for eight fliillings of New York currency, or

exaclly a piece of eight.

The goods which arc fliippcd to the Weft Indies are fometimes paid for with ready

money, and fometimes with Weft India goods, which are cither firft brought to New
York,
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York, or immediately fcnt to England or Holland. If a fliip does not cliufe to take in

"Well India goods in its return to New York, or if nobody will freight it, it often goes

to Newcaftlo in England, to take in coals for ballait, which when brought home fell for

a pretty good price. In many parts of the town coals are made ufe of, both for kitchen

firf^s, and in rooms, becaufe they are reckoned cheaper than wood, which at prefent

coils thirty (liillings of New York currency per fathom ; of which meafure I have be-

fore made mention. New York has likewife fome intercourfe with South Carolina

;

to which it fends corn, flour, fugar, rum, and other goods, and takes rice in return,

which is almoft the only commodity exported from South Carolina.

The goods with w'hich the province of New York trades are not very numerous.
They chit, fly export the ikins of animals, wliich are bought of the Indians about Of-

wego; great quantities of boards, coming for the mod part from Albany ; timber and
ready-made lumber, from that part of the country which lies about the river Hadfon ;

and laftly, wheat, flour, barley, oats, and other kinds of corn, which are brought
from New Jerfey and the cultivated parts of this province. I have feen yachts f^om
New Brunfwick, laden with wheat which lay loofe on board, and with flour packed up
in tuns; and alfo \\ith great quantities of linfeed. New York likewife exports fome
flelh and other provifions out of its own province, but they are very few ; nor is the

quantity of peafe, which the people about Albany bring, much greater. Iron how-
ever may be had more plentifully, as it is found in feveral parts of this province, and
is of a confiderable goodnefs ; but all the other products of this country are of little

account.

Mofl of the wine, which is drank here and in the other colonies, is brought from
the ifle of Madeira, and is very fl:rong and fiery.

No manufaftures of note have as yet been efl;abliflied here ; at prefent they get all

manufactured goods, fuch as woollen and linen cloth, &c. from England, and efpe-

cially from London.

The river Hudfon is very convenient for the commerce of this city ; as it is naviga-

ble for near an hundred and fifty Englifli miles up the country, and falls into the bay
not far from the town, on its wefl:ern fide. During eight months of the year this river

is full of yachts, and other greater and leflTer veflels, either going to New York or re-

turning from thence, laden either with inland or foreign goods.

I cannot make a jufl: eflimate of the fliips that annually come to this town or fail

from it. But I have found, by the Penfylvania gazettes, that from the firfl: of De-
cember in 1729, to the fifth of December in the next year, two hundred and eleven

fhips entered the port of New York, and two hundred and twenty-two cleared it ; and
fmce that time there has been a great increafe of trade here.

The country people come to market in New York twice a v/eek, much in the fame
manner as they do at Philadelphia, with this difference, that the markets are here kept

in feveral places.

The governor of the province of New York refides here, and has a palaca in the

fort. Among thofe who have been entrufl:cd with this pofl:, William Burnet deferves

to be had in perpetual remembrance. He was one of the fons of Dr. Thomas Burnet
(fo celebrated on account of his learning) and feemed to have inherited the knowledge
of his father. But his great afliduity in promoting the welfare of this province, is what
makes the principal merit of his character. The people of New York therefore ftill

reckon him the belt governor they ever had, and think that they cannot praife his

fervices too much. The many aftronomical obfcrvations which he made in thefe parts

are inferted in feveral Englilh works. In the year 1727, at the acceflion of King

3 N 2 George
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George II. to the throne of Great Britain, he was appointed governor of New Eng-

land. In confequence of this he left New York, and went to Bofton, where he died

univerfally lamented, on the 7th of September 1729.

An aiVembly of deputies, from all the particular didricls of the province of New
York, is held at New York once or twice every year. It may be looked upon as a

parliament or diet in miniatin-e. Every thing relating to the good of the province is

here debated. The governor calls the aflembly, and diffolves it at pleafure : this is a

power which he ought only to make ufe of, either when no farther debates are necef-

fary, or when the members are not fo unanimous in the fervice of their king and coun-

try as is their duty : it frequently however happens, that, led afide by caprice or by

interelled views, he exerts it to the prejudice of the province. The colony has fome-

times had a governor whofe quarrels with the inhabitants have induced their repre-

fentatives, or the members of the affembly, through a fpirit of revenge, tooppofe in-

differently every thing he propofed, whether it was beneficial to the country or not.

In fuch cafes the governor has made ufe of his power ; diiTolving the affembly, and

calling another foon after, which however he again diffolved upon the leaft mark of

their ill humour. By this means he fo much tired them, by the many expences which

they were forced to bear in fo fhort a time, that they were at lafl; glad to unite with

him in his endeavours for the good of the province. But there have likewife been

governors who have called affemblies and diffolved them foon after, merely becaufe the

reprefentatives did not aft according to their whims, or would not give their affent to

propofals which were perhaps dangerous or hurtful to the common welfare.

The king appoints the governor according to his royal pleafure, but the inhabitants

of the province make up his excellency's falary. Therefore a man entrufted with thij

place has greater or leffer revenues, according as he knows how to gain the confidence

of the inhabitants. There are examples of governors, in this and other provinces of

North America, who, by their diffenfions with the inhabitants of their refpeftive go-

vernments, have loft their whole falary, his Majefty having no power to make them pay

it. If a governor had no other refource in thefe circumftances, he would be obliged

either to refign his office, or be content with an income too fmall for his dignity ; or

elfe to conform himfclf in every thing to the inclinations of the inhabitants ; but there

are feveral ftated profits, which in fome meafure make up for this. i. No one is al-

lowed to keep a public houfe without the governor's leave, which is only to be obtained

by the payment of a certain fee, according to the circumftances of the perfon. Some
governors therefore, when the inhabitants rcfufed to pay them a falary, have hit upon

the expedient of doubling the number of inns in their province. 2. I'ew people who
intend to be married, unlefs they be very poor, will have their banns publiftied from

the pulpit ; but inftead of this they get licenfes from the governor, which empower any

minifter to marry them . Now for fuch a licence the governor receives about half a

guinea, and this, collefted throughout the whole province, amounts to a confiderable

fum. 3. The governor figns all paffports, and efpecially of fuch as go to fea ; and

this gives him another means of fupplying his expences. There are feveral other ad-

vantages allowed to him, but as they are very trifling I ftiall omit them.

At the above affembly the old laws are reviewed and amended, and new ones are

made ; and the regulation and circulation of coin, together with all other affairs of

that kind, are there determined. For it is to be obfervcd, that each Englifh colony in

North America is independent of the other, and that each lias its proper lawc and coin,

and may be looked upon in feveral lights as a ftate by itfelf. From hence it happens,

that in time of war, things go on very flowly and irregularly here : for riot only the

fenfe

I
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ftnfeof one province is fometimes dircftly oppofite to that of another, but frequently

the views of (he governor, and thofe of the aifembly, of the fame province, are quite

different : fo that it is eafy to fee that while the people are quarrelling about the befl

and cheapefl manner of carrying on the war, an enemy has it in his power to take one

place after another. It has commonly happened that whilfl; fonie provinces have been

fuffering from their enemies, the neighbouring ones were quiet and inadive, and as if it

did net in the lead: concern them. They have frequently taken up two or three years

in confidering whether they fhould give aififtance to an oppreffed fifter colony, and
fometimes they have expreisly declared themfelves againft it. There are inflances of

provinces who were not only neuter in thefe circumftances, but who even carried on a

great trade with the power which at that very time was attacking and laying wafte fome
other provinces.

The French in Canada, who are but an inconfiderable body, in comparifon with

the Englifli in America, have, by this pofition oi affairs, been able to obtain great ad-

vantages in times of war ; for if we judge from the number and power of the Enghfh,

it would fcem very eafy for them to get the better of the French in America*^.

It is however of great advantage to the crown of England that the North American
colonies are near a country under the government of the French, like Canada.

There is reafon to believe that the King never wasearnefl: in his attempts to expel the

French from their poffeiTions there ; though it might have been done with little diffi-

culty : for the Eiiglifh colonies in this part of the world have increafed fo much in

their number of irdiabitants, and in their riches, that they alinoft vie with Old Eng-
land. Now in order to keep up the authority and trade of their mother country, and

to anfwer fevtral other purpofes, they are forbid to eflablifh new manufattures, which

would turn to the difadvantage of the Britifh commerce : they are not allowed to dig

for any gold or fdver, unlefs they fend them to England immediately : they have not

the liberty of trading to any parts that do not belong to the Britifh dominions, except-

ing fome fettled places ; and foreign traders are not allowed to fend their (hips to them.

Thefe and fome other reftridions, occafion the inhabitants of the Englifh colonies to

grow lefs tender for their mother country. This coldnefs is kept up by the many
foreigners, fuch as Germans, Dutch, and French, fettled here, and living among the

Englifh, who commonly have no particular attachment to Old England ; add to this

likewife, that many people can never be contented with their poffefTions, though they

be ever fo great, and will always be defirous of getting more, and of enjoying the

pieafure which arifes from changing ; and their over great liberty, and their luxury,

often lead them to licentioufnefs.

I have been told by Englifhmen, and not only by fuch as were born in America,

but even by fuch as came from Europe, that the Englifh colonies in North America^

in the fpace of thirty or fifty years, would be able to form a ftate by theinfelves, en-

tirely independent on Old England : but as the whole country which lies along the fea-

(hore is unguarded, and on the land fide is harraffed by the French in times of war,

thefe dangerous neighbours are fufficient to prevent the connexion of the colonies

with their mother country from being quite broken off. The Englifli government has

therefore fufficient reafon to confider the French in North America as the beft means

of keeping the colonies in their due fubmiffion. But I am almoil gone too far from my
purpofe ; I will therefore finifli my obfervations on New York.

This has really happened by a greater imion and exertion of power from the colonics and the mother

country ; fo that Canada has been conqueted, and its poirtffion has been confiinitd to Great Britain in the

laft peace. F.

The
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The declination of the magnetic needle in this town was obferved by Philip Wells,

the chief engineer of the province of New York, in the year 1686, to be eight degrees

and forty-five minutes to the weftward ; but, in 1723, it was only feven degrees and

twenty minutes, according to the obfervations of Governor Burnet.

From hence we may conclude, that in thirty-eight years the magnet approaches

about one degree and twenty-five minutes nearer to the true 'north, or, which is the

fame thing, about two minutes annually. Mr. Alexander, a man of great knowledge

in aftronomy and in mathematics, allured me, from feveral obfervations, that, in the

year 1750, on the eighteenth of September, the deviation was to be reckoned fix de-

grees and twenty-two minutes.

There are two printers in the town, and every week fome Englifh gazettes are pub-

lilhed, which contain news from all parts of the world.

The winter is much more fevere here than in Pcnfylvania, it being nearly as cold

as in fonie of the provinces of Sweden : its continuance, however, is much fliorter

than with us : their fpring is very early, and their autumn very late, and the heat in

fummcr is exccflive. For this reafon, the melons fown in the fields are ripe at the be-

(vinning of Augufl ; whereas we can hardly bring them fo foon to maturity under

glafles and on hot-beds. The cold of the winter I cannot juftly determine, as the

meteorological obfervations which were communicated to me were all calculated after

thermometers which were fo placed in the houfes that the air could not freely come

at them. The fnow lies for fome months together upon the ground, and fledges are

made ufe of here as in Sweden, but they are rather too bulky. The river Hudfon

is about an Englifli mile and a half broad at its mouth : the difference between the

higheft flood and the loweft ebb is between fix and feven feet, and the water is very

bracldlh : yet the ice flands in it not only one, but even feveral months ; it has fome-

times a thicknefs of more than two feet.

The inhabitants are fometimes greatly troubled with mufquitoes. They either follow

the hay, which is made near the town, in the low meadows which are quite penetrated

with fait water, or they accompany the cattle at night when it is brought home. I have

mvfelf experienced, and have obferved in others, how much thefe little animalcules can

disfif^ure a perfon's face during a fmgle night; for the Ikin is fometimes fo covered

over with little bliflers from their flings, that people are afliamed to appear in public.

The water melons, which are cultivated near the town, grow very large: they are ex-

tremely delicious, and are better than in other parts of North America, though they

are planted in the open fields, and never in a hot-bed. I faw a water melon at

Governor Clinton's in September 1750, which weighed forty-feven Englifh pounds,

and at a merchant's in town another of forty-two pounds weight ; however, they

were reckoned the biggefl ever fcen in this country.

In the year 1710, five kings, or fachems, of the Iroquois, went from hence to Eng-
land, in order to engage Queen Anne to make an alliance with them againll the French.

Their names, drefs, reception at court, fpeeches to the Oueen, opinion of England,

and of the European manners, and feveral other particulars about them, are fuffi-

ciently known from other writings ; it v/ould therefore be here unneceffary to enlarge

about them. The kings or fachems of the Indians, have commonly no greater au-

thority over their fubjeds than conftables in a meeting of the inhabitants of a parifh,

and hardly fo much. On my travels through the country of thofe Indians, 1 had never

any occafion to go and wait upon the fachems, for they always came into my habita-

tion without being allied : thefe vifits they commonly paid in order to get a glafs or

5 two
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two of brandy, which they value :\bove any thing they know. One of the five fa-

chems, mentioned above, died in England ; the others returned fafe.

The firft colonifts in New York were Dutchmen : when the town and its territories

were taken by the Englifh, and left them by the next peace in exchange for Surinam,

the old inhabitants were allowed either to remain at New York, and to enjoy all the

privileges and immunities which they were pofleiTcd of before, or to leave the place

with all their goods : molt of them chofe the former ; and therefore the inhabi-

tants, both of the town and of the province belonging to it, are yet for the greatefl:

part Dutchmen, who ftill, efpecially the old people, fpcak their mother tongue.

They begin, however, by degrees, to change their manners and opinions ; chiefly

indeed in the town and in its neighbourhood, for moft of the young people now ("peak,

principally Englilh, and go only to the Englifli church ; and would even take it amifs

if they were called Dutchmen and not Engliihmen.

1 hough the province of New York has been inhabited by Europeans much longer

than Pei:fylvania, yet it is not by far fo populous as that colony. This cannot be
afcribed to any particular difcouragement arifmg from the nature of the foil, for that

is pretty good ; but I was told of a very different reafon, which I will mention here.

In the reign of Oueen Anne, abput the year 1709, many Germans carne hither, who
got a tracl of land from the government, on which they might fettle. After they had
lived there for fome time, and had built houfes and churches, and made corn-fields and
meadows, their liberties and privileges were infringed, and, under fevera! pretences they

were repeatedl) deprived of parts of their land. This at laft roufed the Germans ; they

returned violence for violence, and beat thofe who thus robbed them of their poffefTions.

But thefe proceedings were looked upon in a very bad light by the government; the

moft aftive people among the Germans being taken up, they were very roughly treated,

and puniflied with the utmoft rigour of the law. This, hovVever, fo far exafperated the

reft that the greater part of them left their houfes and fields, and went to efttle in

Penfylvania ; there they were exceedingly well received, got a confiderable tract of

land, and were indulged in great privileges, Vv^hich were given them for ever. The
Germans, not fatisfied with being themfclves removed from New York, wrote to their

relations and friends, and auvifed them, if ever they intended to come to America,

not to go to New York, where the government had Ihewn itfelf fo unequitable. This

advice had fuch influence that the Germans, who afterwards went in great numbers

to North America, conftantly avoided New York, and always went to Penfylvania. It

fometimes happened that they were forced to go on board fuch ftiips as were bound to

New York ; but they were fcarce got on fhore, w^hen they haftened on to Penfylvania,

in fight of all the inhabitants of New York.

But the want of people in this province may likewife be accounted for in a different

manner. As the Dutch, v.'ho firft cultivated this country, obtained the liberty of

ftaying here by the treaty with England, and of enjoying all their privileges and

advantages without the leaft limitation, each of them took a very large piece of ground

for himfelf ; and many of the more powerful heads of families made ihemfelves the

poffefforsand mafters of a country of as great an extent as would be fufiicient to form

a middling and even a great pariih. Molt of them being very rich, their envy of the

Englifli led them not to fell them any land but at an exceffive rate ; a pradtice which

is ftill punctually obferved among their defcendants. The Englifh, therefore, as well

as people of different nations, have little encouragement to fettle here. On the other

hand, they have fulHcient opportunity in the other provinces to purchafe land at a

more moderate price, and with more fecurity to themfclves. It is not then to be

wondered
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wondered that fo many parts of New York are ftill uncultivated, and have entirely the

appearance of deferts. This inftance may teach us how much a fmall miftake in a

government will injure population.

Nov. 3d. About noon we fct out from New York on our return ; and, continuing

our journey, we arrived at Philadelphia on the fifth of November.

In the neighbourhood of this capital (of Penfylvania) the people had a month ago

made their cyder, which they were obliged to do, becaufe their apples were fo ripe as

to drop from the trees. But on our journey through New York we obferved the

people ftill employed in prefling out the cyder. This is a plain proof, that in Pen-

fylvania the apples are fooner ripe than in New York ; but whether this be owing to

the nature of the foil, or a greater heat of the fummer in Philadelphia, or to fome

other caufe, I know not. However, there is not the leaft advantage in making cyder

fo early ; for long experience had taught the hufbandmen that it is worfe for being

made early in the year ; the great heat in the beginning of autumn being faid to hinder

the fermentation of the juice.

There is a certain quadruped which is pretty common not only in Penfylvania but

likewife in other provinces both of South and North America, and goes by the name
of polecat among the EngUfh. In New York they generally call it fkunk. The
Swedes here, by way of nickname, called it filkatta, on account of the horrid ftench

it fometimes caufes, as I fhall prefently fhow. The French in Canada, for the fame

reafon, call it bete puante, or ftinking animal, and enfant du diable, or child of the

devil. Some of them likewife call it pekan : Catefby, in his Natural liiftory of

Carolina, has defcribed it in Vol. ii. p. 62. by the name of putorius Americanus

flriatus, and drawn in plate 62. Dr. Linnaeus calls it viverra putorius. This animal

which is very fimilar to the marten, is of about the fame fize, and commonly black ;

on the back it has a longitudinal white ftripe, and two others on each fide, parallel to

the former. Sometimes, but very feldom, fome are feen which are quite white. On
our return to Philadelphia, we faw one of thefe animals not far from town, near a

farmer's houfe, killed by dogs ; and afterwards I had, during my ftay in thefe parts,

feveral opportunities of feeing it, and of hearing its qualities. It keeps its young ones

in holes in the ground, and in hollow trees; for it does not confine itfeif to the ground,

but climbs up trees with the greateli: agility : it is a great enemy to birds, for it breaks

their eggs, and devours their young ones ; and if it can get into a hen-rooft, it foon

deftroys all its inhabitants.

This animal has a particular quality by which it is principally known : when it is

purfued by men or dogs, it runs at firft as faft as it can, or climbs upon a tree ; but

if it is fo befet by its purfuers as to have no other way of making its efcape, it fquirts

its urine upon them. This, according to fome, it does by wetting its tail with the

urine, whence, by a fudJen moti&n, it fcatters it abroad ; but others believe, that it

could fend its urine equally far without the help of its tail : I find the former of thefe

accounts to be themofl likely. For fome credible people allured me, that they have had
their faces wetted with it all over, though they ftood above eighteen feet oif from the

animal. I'he urine has fo horrid a ftench that nothing can equal it : it is fomething

like that of the cranefbili, or Linnseus's geranium robertianum, but infinitely ftronger.

If you come near a polecat when it fprcads its ftench you cannot breathe for a while,

and it feems as if you were ftifled ; and in cafe the urine comes into the eyes, a perfon

is likely to be blinded. Many dogs that in a chace purfue the polecat very eagerly,

run away as faft as they can when they are wetted ; however, if they be of the true

breed, thty will not give over the purfuit till they have caught and killed the polecat

;

but
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but ihey are obliged now and then to rub their nofes in the ground in order to relieve

themfelves.

Clothes which have been wetted by this animal retain the fmell for more than a

month, unlefs they be covered with frefh foil, and fuffered to remain under it for

twenty-four hours together, when it will, in a great meafure, be removed. Thofe

likewife who have got any of this urine upon their face and hands, rub them with loofc

earth ; and fome even hold their hands in the ground for an hour, as wafliing will not

help them fo foon. A certain man of rank, who had by accident been wetted by the

polecat, ftunk fo ill, that on going into a houfe, the people either ran away, or, on
his opening the door, rudely denied him entrance. Dogs that have hunted a polecat

are fo ofl'enfive, for fome days afterwards, that they cannot be borne in the houfe.

At Philadelphia I once faw a great number of people on a market-day, throwing at a

dog that was fo unfortunate as to have been engaged with a polecat jud before, and to

carry about him the tokens of its difpleafure. Perfons when travelling through a foreft,

are often troubled with the ftink which this creature makes ; and fometimes the air is fo

much infedled that it is neceffary to hold one's nofe. If the wind blows from the

place where the polecat has been, or if it be quite calm, as at night, the fmell is more
ftrong and difagreeable.

In the winter of 1749, a polecat, tempted by a dead lamb, came one night near

the farm-houfe where I then fiept. Being immediately purfued by fome dogs, it had
Tecourfe to its ufual expedient in order to get rid of them. The attempt fucceeded,

the dogs not choofing to continue the purfuit : the flink was fo extremely great, that,

though I was at fome diftance, it affedled me in the fame manner as if I had been

flifled ; and it was fo difagreeable to the cattle, that it made them roar very loudly :

however, by degrees it vaniflied. Towards the end of the fame year one of thefe animals

got into our cellar, but no ftench was obferved, for it only vents that when it is pur-

fued. The cook, however, found for feveral days together that fome of the meat
which was kept there was eaten ; and fufpefting that it was done by the cat, {lie fhut

up all avenues, in order to prevent their getting at it. But the next night, being

awoke by a noife in the cellar, fhe went down, and, though it was quite dark, faw an
animal with two {hining eyes, which feemed to be all on fire ; Ihe however refolutely

killed it, but not before the polecat had filled the cellar with a mofl: dreadful ftench.

The maid was fick of it for feveral days ; and all the bread, flefh, and other provifions

kept in the cellar, were fo penetrated with it, that we could not make the leaft ufe of

them, and were forced to throw them all away.

From an accident that happened at New York to one of my acquaintances, I con-

clude that the polecat either is not always very fhy, or that it fleeps very hard at night.

This man coming home out of a wood in a fummer evening, thought that he faw a

plant flanding before him ; {looping to pluck it, he was to his colt convinced of his

iniftake, by being all on a fudden covered with the urine of a polecat, whofe tail, as it

flood upright, the good man had taken for a plant : the creature had taken its revenge

fo efi'eftually that he was much at a lofs how to get rid of the ftench.

However, though thefe animals play fuch difagreeable tricks, yet the EngliHi, the

Swedes, the French, and the Indians, in thefe parts, tame them. They follow their

mafters like domeftic animals ; and never make ufe of their urine except they be very

much beaten or terrified. When the Indians kill fuch a polecat, they always eat its

fielh ; but when they pull off its fkin, they take care to cut away the bladder, that the

flelh may not get a tafte from it. I have fpoken with both Englilhmen and French-
men, who aflTured me that they had eaten of it, and found it very good meat, and

\'0L. XIII. 3 o not
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not much unlike the flefli of a pig. The {km, which is pretty coarfe, and has long
hair, is not made ufe of by the Europeans ; but the Indians prepare it with the hair on,
and make tobacco pouches of it, which they carry before them.

November 6ili. In the evening I made a vifit to Mr. Bartram, and found him in

converfation with a gentleman of Carolina, from whom I obtained feveral particulars
j

a few of whicli I will here mention.

Tar, pitch, and rice are the chief products of Carolina. The foil is very fandy,

and therefore many pines and furs grow in it, from which they make tar : the firs

which are taken for this purpofe are commonly fuch as are dried up of themfelves

;

the people here in general not knowing how to prepare the firs by taking the bark
off on one, or on feveral fides, as they do in Oftrobothnia, In fome parts of Carolina

they likewife make ufe of the branches. The manner of burning or boiling, as the

man dcfcribcs it to me, is entirely the fame as in Finland. The pitch is thus made

:

they dig a hole into the ground, and fmear the infide well with clay, into which they

pour the tar, and make a fire round it, which is kept up till the tar has got the con-

filtence of pitch. They make two kinds of tar in the North American colonies : one
is the common tar, which I have above defcribed, and which is made of the' ftems,

branches, and roots, of fuch 'firs, as were already confiderably dried out before ;

which is the moil common way in this countrv. The other way is peeling the bark
from the firs on one fide, and afterwards letting them ftand another year ; during
which the refin comes out between the cracks of the Item. The tree is then felled

and burnt for tar ; and the tar thus made is called green tar, not that there is that

difference of colour in it, for in this refpe£l they are both pretty much alike ; but the

latter is called fo from being made of green and frelh trees ; whereas common tar is

made of dead trees : the burning is done in the fame manner as in Finland. They ufe

only black firs ; for the white firs will not ferve this purpofe, though they are excellent

for boards, malls, &c. Green tar is dearer than common tar. It is already a

pretty general complaint, that the fir woods are almofl; wholly deftroyed by this

praftice.

Rice is planted in great quantity in Carolina ; it fucceeds bed in marfhy and fwampy
grounds, which may be laid under water, and likewife ripens there the fooneft.

Where thefe cannot be had, they mufl choofe a dry foil ; but the rice produced here,

will be much inferior to the other ; the land on which it is cultivated mull never be
manured. In Carolina they fow it in the middle of April, and it is ripe in September:
it is planted in rows like peafe, and commonly fifteen inches fpace is left between the

rows ; as foon as the plants are come up, the field is laid under water. This not only
greatly forwards the growth of the rice, but likewife kills all weeds, fo as to

render weeding unneccflary. The ftraw of rice is faid to be excellent food for cattle,

who eat it very greedily. Rice requires a hot climate, and therefore it will not

fuccecd well in Virginia, the fummer there being too fl:ort, and the winter too cold

;

and much lefs will it grow in Penfylvania. They are as yet ignorant in Carolina

of the art of making arrack from rice : it is chiefly South Carolina that produces the

greaieft quantity of rice ; and on the other hand they make the mofl tar in North
Carolina.

Nov. 7th. The flranger from Carolina, whom I have mentioned before, had met
with many oyfter fhells at the bottom of a well, feventy Englilh miles diftant from the

fea, and four from a river : thev lay in a depth of fourteen Englifh feet from the

furface of the earth : the water in the well was brackilh ; but that in the river was
frefli. The fame man, had at the building of a faw-mill, a mile and a half from a river,

5 foimd.
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found, firft fund and then clay filled with oyfler fliells. Under thefe he found feveral

bills of fca-birds as he called them, which were already quite petrified : they were
probably gloflbpctra".

There are two fpecics of foxes in the Englifli colonies, the one grey and the other

red : but in the fequel I fliall fliew that there arc others which fometimcs appear in

Canada. The grey foxes are here conflantly, and are very common in Penfylvania and

in the fouthern provinces: in the northern ones they are pretty fcarce, and the French

in Canada call them Virginian foxes on that account : in fize they do not quite come
up to our foxes. They do no harm to lambs : but they prey upon all forts of poul-

try, whenever they can come at them. They do not however feem to be looked upon

as animals that caufe a great deal of damage ; for there is no reward given for killing

them : their Ikiu is greatly fought for by hatters, who employ the hair in their work.

People have their clothes lined with it fometimes : the greafe is ufed againfl all forts of

rheumatic pains. Thefe foxes are faid to be lefs nimble than the red ones : they are

fometimes tamed; though they be not fullered to run about, but are tied up. Mr.
Catefl)y has drawn and defcribed this fort of foxes in his Natural Hiltory of Carolina,

by the name of the grey American fox, vol.2, p. 78. tab. 78. A fkin of it was fold in

Philadelphia for two fliillings and fixpence in Penfylvanian currency.

The red foxes are very fcarce here : they are entirely the fame with the European

fort. Mr. Bartram and feveral others alTured me, that, according to the unanimous

teftimony of the Indians, this kind of foxes never was in the country before the Euro-

peans fettled in it. But of the manner of their coming over I have two different ac-

counts : Mr. Bartram and feveral other people were told by the Indians, that thefe

foxes came into America foon after the arrival of the Europeans, after an extraordinary

cold winter, when all the fea to the northward was frozen: from whence they would

infer, that they could perhaps get over to America upon the ice, from Greenland or

the northern parts of Europe and Afia. But Mr. Evans, and fome others, affured me,

that the following account was ftill known by the people. A gentleman of fortune in

New England, who had a great inclination for hunting, brought over a great number of

foxes from Europe, and let them loofe in his territories, that he might be able to in-

dulge his paflion for hunting*. This is faid to have happened almoft at the very begin-

ning of New England's being peopled with European inhabitants. Thefe foxes were be-

lieved to have fo multiplied, that all the red foxes m the country were their offspring.

At prefent they are reckoned among the noxious creatures in thefe parts; for they are

not contented, as the grey foxes, with killing fowl ; but they likewife devour the lambs.

In Penfylvania therefore there is a reward of two (hillings for killing an old fox, and of

one fliilling for killing a young one. And in all other provinces there are likewife re-

wards offered for killing them. Their flcin is in great requeft, and is fold as dear as

that of the grey foxes, that is, two fhillings and fix-pence in Penfylvanian currency.

* Neither of tliefe accounts appear to be fatisfaftory ; and therefore I am inclined to believe tliat thcfc

red foxes originally came over from Afia, (moll probably from Kamtchatka, where this fpecies is common.

See Miller's account of the navigations of the Rulfians, &c.) though in remote times, and thus fpread over

North America. It is perhaps true that tlie Indians never took notice of them till the Europeans were

fettled among them ; this, however, was becaufe they never had occafion tp ufe their fivins; but when there

was a demand for theft they began to hunt them, and, as they had not been much accullomed to them

before, ihey edeemcd them as a novelty. What gives additional confirmation to this is, that when tlic

Ruffians, under Commodore Bering, landed on the weftcrn coall of America, they fiw five red foxes which

were quite tame, and feemed not to be in the leail afraid of men : now this might very well have been the

cafe, if we fuppofc them to have been for many generations in a place where nobody diflurbed them ; but

we cannot account for it, if we imagine that they had been ufed to a country where there were many in-

liabitanls, cr where they had been much hunted. F.

302 They
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1 hey have two forts of wolves here, which however fecm to be of the fame fpecies.

For foine of them arc yellowifli, or alnioft pale grey, and others are black or dark

brown. All the old Swedes related, that during their childhood, and ftill more at the

arrival of their lathers, there were exceflive numbers of wolves in thecountrv, and that

their howling and yelping might be heard all night. They likewife frequently tore in

pieces, fheep, hogs, and other young and fmall cattle. About that time or foon after,

when the Swedes and the Englifh were quite fettled here, the Indians were attacked by

the fmall-pox ; this difeafe they got from the Europeans, for they knew nothing of it

before : it killed many hundreds of them, and moft of the Indians, of the country, then

called New Sweden, died of it. The wolves then came, attracted by the flench of fo

many corpfes, in fuch great numbers that they devoured them all, and ever, attacked

the poor fick Indians in their huts, fo that the few healthy ones had enough to do to

drive them away ; but fmce that time they have difappeared, fo that they are now fel-

dom feen, and it is very rarely that they commit any diforders. I'his is attributed to the

greater cultivation of the country, and to their being killed in great numbers. But fur-

ther up the country, where it is not yet fo much inhabited, they are ftill very abundant.

On the coafts of Penfylvaniaand New Jerfey, the flieep flay all night in the fields, with-

out the people's fearing the wolves : however, to prevent their multiplying too much,

there is a reward of twenty {hillings in Penfylvania, and of thirty in New Jerfey, for

delivering in a dead wolf, and the perfon that brings it may keep the fkin. But for a

young wolf the reward is only ten Ihillings of the Penfylvanian currency. There are

examples of thefe wolves being made as tame as dogs.

The wild oxen have their abode principally in the woods of Carolina, which are far

up in the country. The inhabitants frequently hunt them, and fait their flefh like

common beef, which is eaten by fervants and the lower clafs of people. But the hide

is of little ufe, having too large pores to be made ufe of for fhoes. However the poorer

people in Carolina fpread thefe hides on the ground indead of beds.

The vlfcum filamentofum, or fibrous mifletoe, is found in abundance in Carolina ;

the inhabitants make ufe of it as ftraw in their beds, and to adorn their houfes; the

cattle are very fond of it : it is likewife employed in packing goods.

The fpartium fcoparium grew in Mr. Bartram's garden from Englifh feeds ; he faid

that he had fcveral buflies of it, but that the froit in the cold winters here had killed

moll of them : they however grow fpontancoufly in Sweden.

Mr. Bartram had fome trufHes, or Linnseus's lycoperdon tuber, which he had got

out of a fandy foil in New Jerfey, where they are abundant. Thefe he (hewed to his

friend from Carolina, and alked him whether they were the tuckahoo of the Indians.

But the llranger denied it, and added, that though thefe truffles were likewife very

common in Carolina, yet he had never feen them ufed any other way but in milk,

againll the dyfentery ; and he gave us the following defcription of the tuckahoo. It

•n'ows in fevcral fwamps and marflics, and is commonly plentiful. The hogs greedily

dig up its roots with their nofcs in fuch places ; and the Indians in Carolina likewife

leather them in their rambles in the woods, dry them in tlie fun-Hiine, grind them, and

bake bread of them. Whilfl the root is freih it is harfii and acrid, but being dried it

lofes the greatcfl part of its acrimony. To judge by thefe qualities the tuckahoo may

very likely be the arum virginianum. Compare with this account, what fliall be re-

lated in the fcqucl of the tahim and tuckah.

After dinner I again returned to town.

Nov. 8th. Several Englilh and Swedifli ceconomifls kept bee-hives, which afforded

their poffeflbrs profit : for bees fucceed very well here : the wax was for the moft part

fold
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fold to tradefinen : but the honey they made ufc of in their own fiimilies, In different

ways. The people were unanimous, that the common bees were not in North America
before the arrival of the Europeans j but that they were firft brought over by the Eng-
lifh who fettled here. The Indians likewife generally declare, that their fathers had
never feen any bees either in the woods or any where elfe, before the Europeans had
been feveral years fettled here. This is further confirmed by the name which the
Indians give them : for having no particular name for them in their language, they call

them Englifli llics, becaufe the Enghfli firfl brought them over ; but at prefent they fly

plentifully about the woods of North America. However it has been obfervcd, that

the bees always, when they fwarm, fpread to the fouthward, and never to the north-
ward. It feems as if they do not find the latter countries fo good for their conftitution :

therefore they cannot flay in Canada, and all that have beea carried over thither, died
in winter. It feemed to me as if the bees in America were fomewhat fmaller than ours
in Sweden. They have not yet been found in the woods on the other fide of the Blue
Mountains, which confirms the opinion of their being brought to America of late. A
man told Mr. Bartram, that on his travels in the woods of North America, he had
found another fort of bees, which, inftead of feparating their wax and honey, mixed it

both together in a great bag. But this account wants both clearing up and con-
firminsf.

Nov. 9th. All the old Swedes and Englifhmen, bom in America, whom I ever
queftioned, aflerted that there were not near fo many birds fit for eating at prefent, as

there ufed to be when they were children, and that their decreafe was vifible. They
even faid, that they had heard their fathers complain of this, in whofe childhood the

bays, rivers, and brooks were quite covered with all forts of water fowl, fuch as wild

geefe, ducks, and the like. But at prefent there is fometimes not a fingle bird upon
them ; about fixry or feventy years ago, a fingle perfon could kill eighty ducks in a

morning ; but at prefent you frequently wait in vain for a fingle one. A Swede above
ninety years old aflured me, that he had in his youth killed twenty-three ducks at a

fhot.

, This good luck nobody is likely to have at prefent, as you are forced to ramble

about for a wholo day without getting a fight of more than three or four. Cranes *

at that time came hither by hundreds in the fpring : at prefent there are but very few.

The wild turkeys and the birds, which the Swedes in this country call partridges and
haziiUhens, were in whole flocks in the woods. But at this time a perfon is tired with

walking before he can ftart a fingle bird.

The caufe of this diminution is not difficult to find. Before the arrival of the

Europeans, the country was uncultivated, and full of great forefls. The few Indians

that lived here feldom dillurbed the birds ; they carried on no trade among diemfelves,

iron and gi .ipowder were unknown to them. One hundredth part of the fowl which

at that time were fo plentiful here, would have fufficed to feed the fev/ inhabitants ; and
confidering that they cultivated their fniall maize fields, caught fifli, hunted flags, bea-

vers, bears, wild cattle, and other animals whofe flefh was delicious to them, it will foon

appear how little they clifturbed the birds. But fince the arrival of great crouds of

Europeans, things are greatly changed ; the country is well peopled, and the woods

are cut down ;, the people increafing in this country, they have by hunting and fhooting

* When Captain Amadas, the firll Englifhman tliat ever landed in North America, fet foot on fhore (to

life his own words) fuch a flsjck of cranes (the moll part white) arofe under us with fuch a cry, redoubled

by many echoes, as if an army of men had fhoutcd altogether.

6 in
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in part extirpated the birds, in part feared them away : in fpring the people flill take

both eggs, mothers, and young indifferently, becaufe no regulations are made to the

contrary ; and if any had been made, the fpirit of freedom which prevails in the •

country would not fuffer them to be obeyed. But though the eatable birds have been

diminiilicd greatly, yet there are others, which have "rather increafed than decreafed in

number fmce the arrival of the Europeans : this can mofl: properly be faid of a fpecies

of daws, which the Englifli call blackbirds *, and the STwedes. maize thieves ; Dr.

LinnjEus calls them gracula quifcula ; and together with them, the feveral forts of

fquirrels among the quadrupeds have fpread ; for thefe and the former live chiefly upon
maize, or at lead: they are moft greedy of it. But as population increafes, the cul-

tivation of maize increafes, and of courfe the food of the above mentioned rnimals is

more plentiful : to this it is to be added, that thefe latter are rarely eaten, and there-

fore they are more at liberty to multiply their kind. There are likewife other birds

which are not eaten, of which at prefent there are nearly as many as there were before

the arrival of the Europeans. On the other hand, I heard great complaints of the

great decreafe of eatable fowl, not only in this province, but in all the parts of North

America, where I have been.

Aged people had experienced that with the fifh, which I have juft mentioned of the

birtls : in their youth, the bays, rivers, and brooks, had fuch quantities of fifh, that at

one draught in the morning they caught as many as a horfe was able to carry home.

But at prefent things are greatly altered ; and they often work in vain all the night

long with all their fifhing tackle. The caufes of this decreafe of fifh are partly the

fame with thofe of the diminution of the number of birds ; being of late caught by a

greater variety of contrivances, and in different manners than before. The numerous

mills on the rivers and brooks likewife contribute to it in part ; for it has been obferved

here, that the fifh go up the river in order to fpawn in a fhallow water ; but when they

meet with works that prevent their proceeding, they turn back and never come again.

Of this I was affured by a man of fortune at Bofton : his father was ufed to catch a

number of herrings throughout the winter, and almofl always in fummer, in a river,

upon his couTitry feat : but he having built a mill with a dyke in this water, they were

lofl. In this manner they complained here and every where of the decreafe of fifh.

Old people alTerted the fame in regard to oyfters at New York ; for though they are

flill taken in confidcrable quantity, and are as big and as delicious as can be wiflied, yet

all the oyfler-catchers own, that the number diminifhes greatly every year ; the mofl

natural caufe of it is probably the immoderate catching of them at all times of the

year.

Mr. Franklin told me, that in that part of New England where his father lived, two
rivers fell into the fea, in one of which they caught great numbers of herrings, and in

the other not one. Yet the places where thefe rivers difcharged themfelves into the

fea were not far afundcr. They had obferved that when the herrings came in fpring

to depofit their fpawn, they always fwam up the river, where they ufed to catch them,

but never came into the other. This circumflance led Mr. Franklin's father, who was

fettled between the two rivers, to try whether it was not poflihle to make the herrings

likewife live in the other river. F'or that purpofe he put out his nets, as they were
coming up for fpawning, and he caught fome. He took the fpawn out of them, and
carefully carried it acrofs the land into the other river. It was hatched, and the con-

fequence was, that every year afterwards they caught more herrings in that river ; and

* Properly (hining blackbirds.

this
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this is flill the cafe. This leads one to bch'cvc that the fifh always like to fpavvn in the

fame place where they were hatched, and from whence they firfl: put out to fca ; being

as it were acciiftomed to it.

The following is another peculiar obfervation. It has never formerly been known
that codfifli were to be caught at Cape Hinlopcn : they were always caught at the

mouth of the Delaware ; but at prcfcnt they are numerous in the former place. From
hence it may be concluded, that fifli likcwiie change their places of abode of their own
accord.

A captain of a fliip who had been in Greenland, aflertcd from his own experience,

that on pafling the feventieth degree of north latitude, the fummer heat was there much
greater than it is below that degree. From hence he concluded, that the fummer heat

at the pole itfelf mufl: be flill more exceflive, fince the fun Ihines there for fuch a long

fpace of time without ever fetting. The fame account, with fimilar conlequcnces

drawn from thence, Mr. Franklin had heard of the lliip-captains in Bodon, wiio had

failed to the moft northern parts of this hemifphere. But (till more aftonifliing is the

account he got from Captain Henry Atkins, who (till lives at Boflon. He had for

fome time been upon the fiflicry along the coafts of New England. But not catching

as much as he wiflied, he failed north, as far as Greenland. At lafl he went fo far, that

he difcovered people, who had never feen Europeans before (and what is more aftonilh-

ing) who had no idea of the ufe of fire, which they had never employed ; and if they

had known it, they could have made no ufe of their knowledge, as there were no trees

in the country. But they eat the birds and fifli which they caught quite raw. Captain

Atkins got fome very fcarce Ikins in exchange for fome trifles. 1

It is already known from feveral accounts of voyages, that to the northward neither

trees nor bulhcs, nor any ligneous plants, are to be met with, fit for burning. But is

it not probable that the inhabitants of fo defolate a country, like other northern nations

which we know, burn the train-oil of fiflies, and the fat of animals in lamps, in order

to boil their meat, to warm their fubterraneous caves in winter, and to light them in

the darkeft feafon of the year ? elfe their darknefs would be infupportable.

Nov. I ith. In feveral writings we read of a large animal, which is to be met with

in New England, and other parts of North America. They fometimes dig very long

and branched horns out of the ground in Ireland, and nobody in that country, or any

where elfe in the world, knows an animal that has fuch horns. This has induced many
people to believe that it is the moofe-deer, fo famous in North America, and that

the horns found were of animals of this kind, which had formerly lived in that

ifland, but were gradually deftroyed. It has even been concluded, that Ireland,

in dillant ages, either was connected with North America, or that a number oi:

little iflands, which are loft at prefent, made a chain between them. This led me to

enquire, whether an animal with fuch exccirive great horns, as are defcribed to the

moofe-decr, had ever been feen in any part of this country. Mr. Bartram told me,
that, notwithftanding he had carefully enquired to that purpofe, yet there was no perfon

who could give him any information which could be relied upon; and therefore, he was

entirely of opinion, that there was no fuch an animal in North America. Mr. Franklin

related, that he had, when a boy, feen two of the animals which they call moole-deer,

but he well remembered that they were not near of fuch a fize as they muft have been,

if the horns found in Ireland were to fit them : the two animals which he f;tw, were

brought to Boflon, in order to be fent to England to Queen Anne. The height of the

animal up to the back was that of a pretty tall horfe, but the head and its horns were
flill higher : Mr. Dudley has given a defcription of the moofe-deer which is found In

North
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North America. On my travels in Canada, I often enquired of the Frenchmen, whe-

ther there had ever been feen fo large an animal in this counn-y, as feme people fay there

is in North America, and with fuch great horns as are fomerimes dug out in Ireland.

But I was always told, that they had never heard of it, and inuch lefs feen it : foujC

added, that if there was fuch an animal, they certainly mult have met with it in fome

of their excurfions in the woods. There are elks here, which are either of the fame

fort with the Swedilh ones, or a variety of them : of thefe they often catch fome which

are larger than common, whence perhaps the report of the very large animal with ex-

cpflive horns in Nortli America firll had its rife. Thefe elks are called orignals by the

French in Canada, which name they have borrowed from the Indians : perhaps Dud-

l.^y, in defcribing the moofe-deer, meant no other animals than thefe large elks*.

Mr. Franklin gave me a piece of a ftone, which, on account of its indeftruftibility in

the fire, is made ufe of in New England for making melting furnaces and forges.

It confifts of a mixture of lapis ollaris, or ferpentine flone, and of afbeft. The greatefi;

part of it is a grey ferpentine ftone, which is fat and fmooth to the touch, and is eafily

cut and worked. Here ard there are fome glittering fpeckles of that fort of albeft,

whofe fibres come from a center like rays, or ftar aibeft. This ftone is not found in

ftrata or folid rocks, but here and there fcattered on the fields.

Another ftone is called foapftone by many of the Swedes, being as fmooth as foap

on the outfide. They make ufe of it foi" rubbing fpots out of their cloaths. It might

be called faxum talcofum particulis fpataceis granatifque immixtis, or a talc with mixed

particles of fpar and garnets. A more exaQ defcription I reierve for another work.

At prefent I only add, that the ground-colour is pale green, with fome dark fpots, and

fometimes a few of a greenilh hue. It is very fmooth to the touch, and runs always

waved. It is likewife eafily fawed and cut, though it is not very fmooth. I have feen

large ftones of it which were a fathom and more long, proportionably broad, and com-

monly fix inches or a foot deep, l^ut I cannot determine any thing of their original

fize, as I have not been at the place where they are dug, and have only feen the ftones

at Philadelphia, which are brought there ready cut. The particles of talc in this ftone

are about thirty times as many as thofe of fpar and garnet. It is found in many parts of

the country, for example, in the neighbourhood of Chefter in Penfylvania. i'he Eng-
lifti likewife call it foapftone t, and it is likely that the Swedes have borrowed that name
from them.

This Hone was chiefly employed in the following manner. Firft, the people took

fpots out of their cloaths with it. But, for this purpofe, the whole ftone is not equally

ufeful, for it includes in its clear particles fome dark ones which confift wholly of fer-

pentine ftone, and may eafily be cut with a knife ; fome of the loofe ftone is fcraped

off like a powder, and ftrewed upon a greafy fpot, in filk or any other ftuft"; this im-

bibes the greafe, and after rubbing off the powder the fpot difappcars : and as this ftone is

likewife very durable in the fire, the country people make their hearths with it, efpecially

the place where the fire lies, and where the heat is the greateft, for the ftone ftands

• WTiat gWc8 ftill more weight to Mr. Kalm's opinion of tlve elk being the moofe-deer, is, the name
mufu, which the Algoiikins give to the elk, as Mr. Kalm himfclf obfcrvcs in the fequel of liis work ; and
this circumdance Is the more remarkable, as the Algonkins, before the Irokeefc, or Five Nations, got fo great

a power in America, were tlie mod powerful nation in the northern part of this continent ; infomnch tlxit,

tliongh they be now reduced to an iiiconfiderable number, their language is however a kind of univerfal

language in North America ; fo that there is no doubt that the elk is the famouo mooft-deer. F.

f It ficms to be cither the fnbftance commonly called French chalk, or perhaps the foap rock, which is

common in Cornwall, near the Lizard point, and which confifts, befides of fome particles of talc, chiefly of
an caithlikf magnefia ; which lattei, with acid of vitriol, yields an earthy vitriolic fait, or Epfom fait. F.

fhe
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tlie rtrongeft fii-e. If the people can get a fufHcient qu:uitity of this ftone, they lay

the Heps before the houfcs v\ ith it, inflead of bricks, which arc generally ufcd for that

purpofe.

The vails round the court-yards, gardens, hurying-jjlaccs, and thofe for the fioplng

cellar-doors towards the flreet, which arc all conitDonly built of brick, arc covered
wnth a coping of this ffone ; for it holds excellently againft all the effects of the fun,

air, rain, and florm, and does not decay, but fecuros the bricks. On account of this

equality, people commonly get the door-polls, in which their hinges are faflened, made
of this {tone ; and in feveral public buildings, fuch as the houfe of aflembly for the

province, the whole lower wall is built of it, and in other houfes the corners are laid

out with it.

The fait which is ufed in the Englifh North American colonies, is brought from the
Wert: Indies. The Indians have in fome places fait fprings, from which they get fait

by boiling. 1 I'hall in the fequel have occafion to defcribe fome of them. Mr.Vrank-
lin was of opinion, that the people in Penfylvania could eafier make good fait of fea

water, than in New England, where fomctimes fait is made of the fea water on their

coart: ; though their fituation is more northerly. Lead-ore has been difcovered in

Penfylvania, but as it is not to be met with in quantity, nobody ever attempted to ufe

it. Loadflones of confiderable goodnefs have likewife been found ; and I myfelt

poffcfs feveral pretty pieces of them.

Iron is dug in fuch great quantities in Penfylvania, and in the other American pro-

vinces of the Englifh, that they could provide with that commodity not onlv England,
but almoft; all Europe, and perhaps the greater part of the globe. The ore is here
commonly infinitely eafier got in the mines than our Swedifh ore. For in many places,

with a pick-axe, a crow-foot, and a wooden club, it is got with the fame eafe with

which a hole can be made in a hard foil : In many places the people know nothing of
boring, blartiing, and firing ; and the ore is likewife very fufible. Of this iron they

get fuch quantities, that not only the numerous inhabitants of the colonies themfelves

have enough of it, but great quantities are fent to the Weft Indies, and they have lately

began even to trade to Europe with it. This iron is reckoned better for Ihip-buildinf

than our Swedifli iron, or any other, becaufe fait water does not corrode it fo much.
Some people believed, that, without reckoning the freight, they could fell their iron in

England at a lower rate than any other nation ; efpecially when the country becomes
better peopled, and labour cheaper.

The mountain flax *, or that kind of ftone, which Bifhop Browallius calls amiantus

fibris feparabilibus molliufculis, in his leftures on mineralogy, which were publifhed

in 1739, or the amiant with foft fibres, which can eafily be feparatcd, is found abund-
antly in Penfylvania. Some pieces are very foft, others pretty tough : Mr. Franklin

told me, that, twenty and fome odd years ago, when he made a voyage to England,

he had a little purfe with him, made of the mountain flax of this country, which he
prefented to Sir Hans Sloane. I have likewife feen paper made of this ftone ; and I

have likewife received fome fmall pieces of it, which I keep in my cabinet. Mr. Frank-

lin had been told by others, that, on expofing this mountain flax to the open air in

winter, and leaving it in the cold and wet, it would grow together, and more fit for

fpinning. But he did not venture to determine how far this opinion was grounded,

* Amiantus (Afbeftus) fibrofus, fibris feparabilibus flcxilibus tenacibus, Linn. Syft. Nat. p. 55.
Amiantus t'lbvis moUibus parallelis facile feparabilibus, Wall. Min. 140
Mountain flax,linum montauum, Forller'a Mineralogy, p. 17. F.
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On this occafion he related a very pleafant accident which happened to him with this

mountain tlax : he had, feveral years ago, got a piece ot it, which he gave to one of

his journeymen printers, in order to get it made into a flieet at the paper mill. As foon

as the fellow brought the paper, Mr. Franklin rolled it up, and threw it into the fire,

telling the journeyman he would fee a miracle, a flieet ot paper which did not burn :

the ignorant fellow afferted the contrary, but was greatly alloniflied upon feeing him-

felf convinced. Mr. Franklin then explained to him, though not very clearly, the

peculiar qualities of the paper. As foon as he was gone, iome of his acquaintance

came in, who immediately knew the paper. The journeyman thought he would Ihew

them a great curiofity and aftonifh them. He accordingly told them, that he had

eurioufly made a flieet of paper which would not burn, though it was thrown into

the fire. They pretended to think it impolTible, and he as llrenuoufly maintained his

afiertion. At laft: they laid a wager about it ; but whilil he was bufy with llirring up

the fire, the others flily befmeared the paper with fat : the journeyman, who was not

aware of it, threw it into the fire, and that moment it was all in flames : this aftonilhed

him fo much, that he was almoft fpeechlefs ; upon which they could not help laughing,

and fo difcovered the whole artifice.

In feveral houfes of the town, a number of little ants run about, living under

ground, and in holes in the wall. The length of their bodies is one geometrical line.

Their colour is either black or dark red : they have the cuftom of carrying off fweet

things, if they can come at them, in common with the ants of other countries. Mr.

Franklin was much inclined to believe that thefe little infeSs could by fome means

communicate their thoughts or defires to each other, and he confirmed his opinion by

fome examples. When an ant finds fome fugar, it runs immediately under ground

to its hole, where, having flayed a little while, a whole army comes out, unites and

marches to the place where the fugar is, and carries it off by pieces ; or if an ant meets

with a dead fly, which it cannot carry alone, it immediately haflens home, and foon

after fome more come out, creep to the fly, and carry it away. Some time ago

Mr. Franklin put a little earthen pot with treacle into a clofet. A number of ants

got into the pot, and devoured the treacle very quickly. But as he obferved it, he

fhook them out, and tied the pot with a ihin fl:ring to a nail which he had faltened in

'the ceiling ; fo that the pot hung down by the firing. A fingle ant by chance remained

in the pot : this ant eat till it was fatisfied ; but when it wanted to get off, it was under

great concern to find its way out : it ran about the bottom of the pot, but in vain : at lalt

it found, after many attempts, the way to get to the ceiling by the firing. After it was

come there, it ran to the wall, and from thence to the ground. It had hardly been away
for half an hour, when a great fvvarm of ants came out, got up to the ceiling, and crept

along the firing into the pot, and began to eat again : this they continued till the treacle

was all eaten : in the mean time, one fwarm running doun the firing, and the other up.

Nov. lath. A man of fortune, who has long been in this province, afferted, that,

by twenty years experience, he had found a confirmation of what other people have

obferved with regard to the weather, viz. that the weather in winter was commonly
foretold by that on the firfl of November, old flile, or twelve new flile ; if that

whole day be fair, the next winter will bring but little rain and fnow along with it

;

but if the firfl half of the day be clear, and the other cloudy, the beginning of winter

would accordingly be fair, but its end, and fpring, would turn out rigorous and

difagrceable : cf the fame kind were the other prefages. I have likewife in other

places heard of fimilar figns of the weather j but as a mature judgment greatly leffens

« the
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the confidence in them, fo the meteorological obfervations have fufficlently (hewn, how
infinitely often thefe prophecies have failed.

Penfylvania abounds in fprings, and you commonly meet with a fpring of clear

water on one or the other, and fonietimes on feveral fides of a mountain. The people

near fuch fprings ufe them for every purpofe of a fine fpring water. They alfo

conduft the water into a little ftone building near the houfe, where they can confine

it, and bring frcfli fupplies at pleafure. In fuminer they place their milk, bottles of

wine, and other liquors, in this building, where they keep conl and frefli. In many
country houfes, the kitchen or buttery was fo fituated, that a rivulet ran under it, and

had the water near at hand.

Not only people of fortune, but even others that had fome poffelTions, commonly
had filh-ponds in the country near their houfes. They always took care that frelh water

might run into their ponds, which is very falutary for the fifli : for that purpofe the

ponds were placed near a fpring on a hill.

Nov. 13th. I faw, in feveral parts of this province, a ready method of getting

plenty of grafs to grow in the meadows. Here muft be remembered what 1 have

before mentioned about the fprings, which are fometimes found on the fides ol hills,

and fometimes in vallies. The meadows lie commonly in the vallies between the hills:

if they are too fwampy and wet, the water is carried oft" by feveral ditches. But the

fummer in Penfylvania is very hot ; and the fun often burns the grafs fo much, that

it dries up entirely. The hufbandmen therefore have been very attentive to prevent

this in their meadows : to that purpofe they look for all the fprings in the neighbour-

hood of a meadow ; and as the rivulets flowed before by the fliorteft way into the

vallies, they raife the water as much as poflible and neceffary, to the higher part of

meadow, and make feveral narrow channels from the brook, down into the plain^ fo

that it is entirely watered by it. When there are fome deeper places, they frequently

lay wooden gutters acrofs them, through which the water flows to the other fide ; and

from thence it is again, by very narrow channels, carried to all the places where it

feems neceifary. To raife the water the higher, and in order to fpread it more, there

are high dykes built near the fprings, between which the water rifes till it is fo high as

to run down where the people want it. Induftry and ingenuity went further : when
a brook runs in a wood, with a direction not towards the meadow, and it has been

found, by levelling, and taking an exact furvey of the land between the meadow and

the rivulet, that the latter can be conducted towards the former ; a dyke is made,

which hems the courfe of the brook, and the water is led round the meadow, over

many hills, fometimes for the fpace of an Englifh mile and further, partly acrofs

valiies in wooden pipes, till at lall it is brought where it is wanted, and where it can

be fpread as above mentioned. One that has not feen it himfelf, cannot believe how
great a quantity of grafs there is in fuch meadows, efpecially near the little channels

;

whilfi: others, which have not been thus managed, look wretchedly. The meadows
commonly lie in the vallies, and one or more of their fides have a declivity. The
water can therefore eafily be brought to run down in them. 1 hefe meadows, which

are fo carefully watered, are commonly mowed three times every fummer. But it is

likewife to be obferved, that fummer continues feven months here. The inhabitants

feldoni fail to employ a brook or fpring in this manner, if it is not too far from the

meadows to be led to them.

The leaves were at prefent fallen from all the trees ; both from oaks, and from all

thofe which have deciduous leaves, and they covered the ground in the wood fix inches

deep. The great quantity of leaves which drop annually would necefl'arily fecm to

3^2 eacreafe
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encreafe the upper black mould greatly. However, it is not above three or four inches

thick ill the woods, and under it lays a brick-coloured clay, mixed with a fand oS

the fame colour. It is remarkable, that a foil which, in all probability, has not

been ftirred, fhould be covered with fo little black mould : but I fhali fpeak of this is

the fequal.

Nov. 14th. The fquirrels, which run about plentifully in the woods, are of

different fpecies ; I here intend to deicribe the mod common forts more accurately.

The grey fquirrels are very plentiful in Penfylvania, and in the other provinces of

North America. Their (liape correfponds with that of our Swedifli fquirrel ; but they

differ from them by keeping their grey colour all the year long, and in fize being

fomething bigger. The woods in all thefe provinces, and chiefly in Penfylvania,

confift of trees with deciduous leaves, and in fuch thefe fquirrels like to live. Ray, ia

his Synopfis Quadrupedum, p. 215, and Cateiby, in his Natural Hillory of Carolina,

Vol. 2, p. 74, tab. 74, call it the Virginian greater grey fquirrel ; and the latter has

added a figure after life. 1 he Swedes call it grao ickorn, which is the fame as the

Englifli grey fquirrel. Their nelts are commonly in hollow trees, and are made of

mofs, ftraw, and other foft things : their food is chiefly nuts; as hazel nuts, chinquapins^

chefnuts, walnuts, hiccory nuts, and the acorns of the different forts of oak which

grow here ; but maize is what they are moit greedy of. The ground in the woods is

in autumn covered with acorns, and all kinds of nuts which drop from the numerous

trees ; of thefe the fquirrels gather great ftores for winter, which they lay up in holes

dug by them for that purpofe : they likewife carry a great quantity of them into their

nefts.

As foon as winter comes, the fnow and cold confines them to their holes for fe-

veral days, efpecially when the weather is very rough. During this time they con-

fume the little llore which they have brought to their nefl:s : as foon therefore as the

weather grows milder, they creep out, and dig out part of the ftore which they have

laid up in the ground : of this they eat fonie on the fpot, and carry the reft into

their nefts on the trees. We frequently obferved, that, in winter, at the eve of a

great froft, when there had been fome temperate weather, the fquirrels, a day or

two before the froft, ran about the woods in greater numbers than common, partly

in order to eat their fill, and partly to ftoi-e their nefts with a new provifion for the

enfuing great cold, during which they did not venture to come out, but lay fnug in

their nefts : therefore, feeing them run in the woods in greater numbers thaa

ordinary, was a fafe prognoftic of an enfuing cold.

The hogs which are here driven into the woods, whilft there is yet no fnow in them^
often do confiderable damage to the poor fquirrels, by rooting up their ftore-holes,

and robbing their winter provifions. Both the Indians, and the European Americans,

take great pains to find out thefe ftore-holes, whether in trees or in the ground, as all

the nuts they contain are choice, and not only quite ripe, but likewife not pierced by
worms. The nuts and acorns which the dormice, or mus cricetus, Linn, flore up in

autumn, are all in the fame condition. The Swedes relate, that, in the long winter^

which happened here in the year 1741, there fell fuch a quantity of fnow, that the

fquirrels could not get to their (tore, and many of them were ftarved to death.

The damage which ihcfe animals do in the maize fields I have already defcribed :

they do the more harm, as they do not eat all the corn, but only the inner and fweet

part, and as it were take off the huflxs. In fpring, towards the end of April, when the

oaks were in full flower, 1 once obferved a number of fquirrels on them, fometimes

five, fix, or more in a tree, who bit oft' the flowcr-fhlks a little below the flowers,

1

2

and
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and dropt them on the ground ; whether they eat any thing off" them, or made ufo of

them for fome other purpofe, I know not ; but the ground was quite covered with

oak flowers, to which part of the italic adhered. For this reafon the oaks do not bear

fo much fruit by far to feed hogs and other animals as they would othcrwife do.

Of ail the wild animals in this country the fquirrels are fome of the eaficfl: to tame,
efpecially when they arc taken young for that purpofe. I havefeen them tamed fo far

that they would follow ihe boys into the woods, and runabout every where, and when
tired would fit on their (houlders. Sometimes they only ran a little v\ay into the wood,
and then returned home again to the little hole that had been fitted up for them.
When they eat, they fit almofi: upright, hold their food between their fore feet, and
their tail bent upwards. When the tame ones got more than they could eat at a time,

they carried the remainder to their habitations, and hid it amongft the wool which-

they lay upon. Such tame fquirrels fhewed no fear of flrangers, and would fuffer

themfelves to be touched by every body, without offering to bite. They fometimes
would leap upon ftrangers' cioaths, and lie flill on them, in order to fleep. In the

farm-houfes, where they were kept, they played with cats and dogs : they likewife eat

bread.

The wild grey fquirrels likewife hold up their tails when fitting. As foon as they

perceive a man, they continually wag their tails and begin to gnafh with their teeth,

and make a great noife, which they do not readily give over. Thofe who go a flioot-

ing birds and other animals are therefore very angry at them, as this noife difcovers

them, and alarms the game. Though a grey fquirrel does not feem to be very fliy, yet

it is very difficult to kill, for when it perceives a man, it climbs upon a tree, and com-
monly chufes the higheft about it. It then tries to hide itfelf behind the trunk, fo that

the {hooter may not fee it, and though he goes ever fo fall round the tree, yet the

fquirrel changes its place as quickly, if not quicker ; if two boughs bend towards each

other, the fquirrel lies in the middle of them, and preflTes itfelf fo clofe, that it is

hardly vifible. You may then fliake the tree, throw flicks and ftones to the place

•where it lies, or (hoot at it, yet it will never fiir. If three branches join, it takes re-

fuge between them, and lies as clofe to them as poflible, and then it is fufficiently

fafe. Sometimes it efcapes on a tree where there are old nefls of fquirrels, or of

large birds ; it ilips into fuch, and cannot be got out, either by fhooting, throwing,

or any thing elfe ; for the grey fquirrels feldom leap from one tree to another, except

extreme danger compels them. They commonly run diredtly up the trees, and down
the fame way, with their head firaight forward. Several of them which I Ihot in the

woods had great numbers of fleas.

I have already mentioned, that ihefe fquirrels are among the aniutals which at

prefent are more plentiful than they formerly were, and that the infinitely greater cuU
tivation of maize, which is their favourite food, is the caufe of their multiplication^

However, it is peculiar, that in fome years a greater numbei- of fquirrels come down
from the higher countries into Penfylvania, and other Englifli colonies. They com-
monly come in autumn, and are then very bufy in the woods gathering nuts and
acorns, which they carry into hollow trees or their (fore-holes, in order to be iuHiciently

provided with food for winter. They are fo diligent in lloring up of provifions, that

though the nuts have been extremely plentiful this year, yet it is difficult to got a con-

fiderable quantity of them. The people here pretended, from their own exp^rience,

to know, that when the fquirrels came down in fuch numbers from the higher parts of

the country, the winter enfuing was uncommonly rigorous and cold, and for that

reafon they always look upon their coming down as a fure fign of fuch a winter. Yet

this
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this does not always prove true, as 1 experienced in the autumn of the year 1 749 : at

that time a great number of fquirrels came down into the colonies, yet the winter was

very mild, and no colder than common. But it appeared that their migration was

occafioned by the fcarcity of nuts and acorns, which happened that year in the higher

parts of the country, and obliged them to come hither for their food. Therefore they

generally return the next year to the place from which they came.

Some people reckon fquirrel flefli a great dainty, but the generality make no account

of it. The i]^ia is good tor little, yet fuiall ftraps are fometimes made of it, as it is

very tough : others ufe it as a fur lining, for want of a better. Ladies fhoes are like-

wife fometimes made of it.

The rattle-fnake often devours the fquirrels, notwithftanding all their agility. This

unwieldy creature is faid to catch fo agile an one merely by fafcination. I have never had

an opportunity of feeing how it is done ; but fo many credible people affured me of the

truth of the facl, and afferted that they were prefent, and paid peculiar attention to it,

that I am almofl forced to believe their unanimous accounts. The fafcination is ef-

fetiited in the following manner : the fnake lies at the bottom of the tree upon which

the fquirrel fits; its eyes are fixed upon the little animal, and from that moment it

cannot efcape ; it begins a doleful outcry, which is fo well known, that a perfon

pafllng by, on hearing it, immediately knows that it is charmed by a fnake. The
fquirrel runs up the tree a little way, comes downwards again, then goes up, and now
comes lower again. On that occafion it has been obferved, that the fquirrel always

goes down more than it goes up. The fnake ftill continues at the root of the tree,

with its eyes fixed on the fquirrel, with which its attention is fo entirely taken up, that

a perfon accidentally approaching may make a confiderable noife, without the fnake's

fo much as turning about. The iquirrel, as before-mentioned, comes always lower,

and at lafl leaps down to the fiiake, whofe mouth is already wide open for its re-
^

ception. The poor little animal then with a piteous cry runs into the fnake's jaws,

and is fwallowed at once, if it be not too big ; but if its fize will not allow it to be
fwallowcd at once, the fnake licks it feveral times with its tongue, and by that means
makes it fit for fwallowing. Every thing elfe remarkable at this enchantment I have

defcribed in a treatife infcrted in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifli Academy of

Sciences, in the volume for the year 1753. ^ therefore am not fo circumftantial here.

The fame power of enchanting is afcribed to that kind of fnake, which is commonly
called the black fnake in America, and it is faid to catch and devour fquirrels in the

fame manner as the former*.

But thefe little animals do confiderable damage to the maize, not only whilft it is

upon the ftalk, as I have before obferved, but even when it is brought home into the

barns ; for if they can come at it without any obftacle, they can in a tew nights bring

a whole buthel away into their lurking holes. The government, in moft of the North
American colonies, has therefore been obliged to offer a certain premium to be paid

out of the common treafury, for the head of a fquirrel. It feems inconceivable

what a fum of money has been paid for grey and black fquirrels heads, in the pro-

vince of Penfylvania only, Irom the firft of January 1 749 to the firfl of January

• It has been obferved, that only fucli fqtiirrcls ami birds as have their iicfts near the place where fiich

inakts come to, make tliis pitiful nolle, and are fo bufy in ninninjr up and down the tree and the
neighbouring branches, in order to draw off the attention of the fnake l;om their brood, and often ihcy
come fo very near in order to fly awiiy again, that being within reach of the fnakes, they are at lalt bit,

poifoned, and devoured ; and tin's will, 1 btlicve, pcrfedly account for the powers of fafcinating birds
and fniall creatures in the fnakcs. F.
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1750 ; for when the deputies from the feveral diflrids of the province met, in order
to deliberate upon the aflairs of the province, each of them complained tliat their

treafures were exhaufted by paying fo much for fquirrtls ; for at that time the law
had appointed a reward of threepence for each Iquirrel's head. So far extended the

vengeance taken upon thefe little creatures, i. e. upon the grey and black fquirrcls.

It was found, by calling up accounts, that in that one year eight thoufand pounds of
Penfylvania currency had been expended in paying thefe rewards : this I was alfured

of by a man who had looked over the accounts himfelf.

Many people, efpecialiy young men, left all other employment, and went into the

woods to Ihoot fquirrels ; but the government, having experienced how much three-

pence per head took out of the treafury, fettled half that fum upon each fquirrel's

head.

Flying fquirrels are a peculiar kind, which feem to be the fame with thofe which
inhabit Finland, and which Dr. Linnreus, in his P'auna Svecica, No. 38, calls fciurus

volans. The American Hying-fquirrel at the utmoll is only a variety of that which
we have in Finland. CateiLy, in his Natural Hillory of Carolina, vol. 2, p. 76, -j"],

has defcribcd it, and tab. 76, 77, drawn it after life. He likewife calls it fciurus
volans. Edwards, in his Natural Hiftory of Birds, reprefents it, t. 191. They are
met with in the woods, but not very frequently. They are fcarce ever feen in the
day-time, unlefs they are forced out by men who have difcovered their nefts ; for
they deep in the day-time, but as foon as it grows dark, they come out, and run
about almoft all night. They live in hollow trees, and by cutting one down, fevea
or more flying'-fquirrels are frequently found in it. By the additional fkin with which
Providence has provided them on both fides, they can fly from one tree to another.
They expand their (kins like wings, and contract them again as foon as they can get
hold of the oppofite tree. Some people fay that they fly in a horizontal line ; but
others aiferted that they firft went a little downwards, and then rofe up again, when
they approached the tree to which they would fly : they cannot fly further than four
or five fathoms. Among all the fquirrels in this country, thefe are the mod eafily

tamed. The boys carry them to fchool, or wherever they go, without their ever
attempting to efcape ; if even they put their fquirrcl afide, it leaps upon them again
immediately, creeps either into their bofom, or their fleeve, or any fold of the clotlies,

and lies down to ileep : its food is the fame with that of the grey fquirrel.

There is a fmall fpecies of fquirrels abounding in the woods, which the Engli/h calF

ground fquirrels. Catefby has defcribed and drawn them from life, in the 2d vol. of
his Natural Hiftory of Carolina, p. '] z^, tab. 'jz,^ and Edwards in his Natural Hiltory of
Birds, t. 181.* He and Dr. Linnaeus call it fciurus ftriatus, or the ftreaked fquirrel.

Thefe do not properly live in trees, as others of this genus, but dig holes in the ground
(much in the fame manner as rabbets) in which they live, and whither they take refuge
when ihey perceive any danger. Their holes go deep, and commonly further inwards
divide into many branches. They are alfo cunning enough to make fometimes an
opening .or hole to the furface of the ground from one of thefe branches. The ad-
vantage they have from hence, is, that when they ft roll about for food, and the hole is

flopt up through which they went out, they may not expofe themfelves to be caught,.

* It is nnt yet made out with cerrainty whether the American flying fquirrel, and that

foui.tl ill Finland, and in llie nurth of Eiinipe and Afia, be tlie fame auinal. The American
kind has a flat pcuiiatcd tail, but the European kind a round oiie^ which aiibrda a very dillinguifliinij

chiirafttr. F.

but
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but prefently find the other hole, into which they may retreat : but in autumn, when

the leaves fall from the trees, or fome time after, it is diverfion to fee the confternation

they are foinetimes in when purfucd ; for their holes being eafily covered with the

great fall of leaves, or by the wind,'they have a great deal to do, to find them on a fudden:

thev then run backwards and forwards as if they had loft their way : they feem to know
the'places where they have made their fubterraneous walks, but cannot conceive where

he entrances are. If they be then purfued, and oiv claps his hands, they know no

other refuge than that of climbing upon a tree ; for it is to be obferved that thefe

fquirrels always live under ground, and never climb upon trees unlefs purfued, and un-

able in the hurry to find their holes. This kind of fquirrels is much more numerous

in Penfylvania than in any other province of North America through which I have

travelled. Its length is commonly fix inches, without the curved tail ; and it is very nar-

row. The fkin is ferruginous, or of a reddifli brown, and marked with five black (freaks,

one of which runs along the back, and two on each fide. Their food confills of all

forts of corn, as rye, barley, wheat, maize, and of acorns, nuts, &c. They gather their

winter provifions in autumn, like the common grey fquirrels, and keep them in their

holes under ground. If they get into a granary, they do as much mifchief as mice and

rats. It has often been obferved tliat if, after eating rye, they come to foine wheat,

they throw up the former, which they do not like fo well as the wheat, in order to fill

their belly with the latter. When the maize is reaped in the fields, they ai-e very bufy

in biting ofl' the ears, and filling the pouches in their mouth with corn, fo that their

cheeks are quite blown up. With this booty they haften into the holes which they

have made in the ground.

As a Swede was making a mill-dyke, pretty late in autumn, he employed for that

purpofe the foil of a neighbouring hill, and met with a hole on a fubterraneous walk

belonging to thefe fquirrels : he followed it for fome time, and difcovered a walk on

one fide like a branch, parting from the chief ftem : it was near two feet long, and at

its end was a quantity of choice acorns of the white oak, which the Httle careful animal

had flored up for winter. Soon alter he found another walk on the fide like the for-

mer, but containing a fine ftore of maize: the next had hiccory nuts, and the lafl:

and moll hidden one contained fome excellent chefnuts, which might have filled

two hats.

In winter thefe fquirrels are feldom feen, for during that feafon they live in their

fubterraneous holes, upon the provifions which they have (lored up there. However
en a very fine and clear day they fometimcs come out. They frequently dig through

the ground, into cellars in which the country people lay up their apples, which they

partly eat, and partly fpoil, fo that the mafter has little or nothing left. They handle

the maize (lores full as roughly as the apples. But the cats are tlicir great enemies,

v/ho devour them and bring them home to their young ones: their flelh is not eaten by
men, and their (kin is not made ufe of.

Of all the fquirrels in the country, thefe arc the mod difficult to be tamed ; for,

though they be caught very young, yet it is dangerous to touch them with naked hands,

as they bite very (harp when one is not aware of them. Many boys, who had loft a

deal of time in trying to tame thefe fquirrels, owned that they knew of no art to make
them quite tame ; at lealt they are never fo far tamed as the other fpecies. In order to

do any thing towards taming them, they muft be caught when they are very fmall. Some
people kept them in that (tate in a cage, becaufe they looked very pretty.

1 (hall take another opportunity of fpeaking of the black and ferruginous fquirrels,

which likcwife inhabit this country.

Nov.
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Nov. 15th. In the morning I returned to Philadelphia. Mr. Cock told me to-day,

and on fome other occafions afterwards, an accident which happened to him, and which
feemed greatly to confirm a peculiar fign of an imminent hurricane. He failed to the

Weft Indies in a fmall yacht, and had an old man on board, who had for a confiderable

time failed in this fea. The old man founding the depth, called to the mate to tell Mr.
Cock to launch the boats immediately, and to put a fufficient number of men into them,

in order to tow the yacht during the calm, that they might reach the ifland before

them, as foon as poffible, as within twenty-tour hours there would be a ftrong hurricane.

Mr. Cock alked him what reafons he had to think fo ; the old man replied, tliat on
founding, he faw the lead in the water at a diftance of many fathoms more than he had
feen it before ; and that therefore the water was become clear all of a fudden, which he
looked upon as a certain fign of an impending hurricane in the fea. Mr. Cock likewife

Xaw the ex'ceffive clearnefs of the water. He therefore gave immediate orders for

launching the boat, and towing the yacht, fo that they arrived before night in a fafe

harbour. But before they had quite reached it the waves began to rife more and more,
and the water was as it were boiling, though no wind was perceptible. In the cnfuing

night the hurricane came on, and raged with fuch violence, that not only many Oiips

were loft, and the roofs were torn off from the houfes, but even Mr. Cock's yacht and
other fhips, though they were in fafe harbours, were by the wind, and the violence of
the fea, wafhed fo far on fhore, that feveral weeks elapfed before they could be
got off.

An old Dutch fkipper faid, that he had once caught a dogfifh in the bay of New
York, which being cut open, had a quantity of eels in his ftomach.

Nov. 1 8th. Mr. Bartram (hewed me an earthen pot, which had been found in a
place where the Indians formerly lived. He, who firft dug it out, kept greafe and fat in

it to fmear his (hoes, boots, and all forts of leather with : Mr. Bartram bought the pot

of that man ; it was yet entire and not damaged : I could perceive no glaze or colour

upon it, but on the outfide it was very much ornamented, and upon the whole well

made. Mr. Bartram ftiewed me feveral pieces of broken earthen veffels w^hich the In-

dians formerly made ufe of. It plainly appeared in all thefe that they were not made
of mere clay ; but that different materials had been mixed with it, according to the na-

ture of the places where they were made. Thofe Indians, for example, who lived

near the fea-fhore, pounded the fhells of fnails and mufcles, and mixed them with the

clay. Others who lived further up in the country, where mountain cryftals could bf
found, pounded them and mixed them with their clay ; but how they proceeded in

making the veffels, is entirely unknown: it was plain that they did not burn them much,
for they were fo foft that they might be cut in pieces with a knife : the workmanfliip

however feems to have been very good ; tor at prefent they find whole veffels or pieces

in the ground, which are not damaged at all, though they have lain in the ground
above a century. Before the Europeans fettled in North America, the Indians had no
other veffels to boil their meat in, than thefe earthen pots of their own making : but

fmce their arrival, they have always bought pots, kettles, and other neceffary veffels,

of the Europeans, and take no longer the pains of making fome, by which means this

art is entirely loft among them. Such veffels of their own conftruftion are therefore a

great rarity even among the Indians. I have feen fuch old pots and pieces of them,

confifting of a kind of ferpentine ftone, or Linna;us's talcum, Syft. Nat. 3. p. 52.

Mr. Bartram likewife thewed me little pieces of a black flate, which is plentifully

found in fome parts of the river Skullkill. There are pieces to be found which are

four feet and above fquare : the colour and configuration is the fame as in the table

VOL. XIII. 3 Q flatc
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flate (fchiftus tabul^-is Linn.) Syft. Nat. 3. p. 37., except that this is a little thicker.

The inhabitants of the country thereabouts (in the neighbourhood of the Skullkill) cover

their roofs with it ; Mr. Bartram aflurcd me, that he had feen a whole roof

compofed of four fuch flates. The rays of the fun, heat, cold, and rain do not ad
upon the ftone.

Mr. Bartram further related, that in feveral parts of the country, caves or holes were

to be met with, going deep into the mountains : he had been in feveral of them, and

had often found a number of ftaladites, Linna;us's ffaladites ftillatitius, Syft. Nat. 3.

D: 183., of different dimcnfions at the top: they differed in colour, but the greateft

curioUty was, that in fome of the caves Mr. Bartram had found ftalactites, whofe out-

ward fide was as it were wreathed from top to bottom : he had fent fome pieces of it to

London, and bad none- at prefent.

Nov. 20th. This morning I fet out in company of a friend, on a journey to Rac-

coon in New Jerfey, where many Swedes live, who have their own church. We had

three miles to go before we came to the ferry which was to bring us over the Delaware.

The country here was very low in fome places: the plains on the banks of the river

were overflowed at every high water ov flowing of the tide, and at the ebbing they were

left dry again. However the inhabitants of the country hereabouts made ul'e of this

plain : for that purpofe they had in feveral places thrown up walls or dykes of earth

towards the river, to prevent its overflowing the plains, which they made ufe of as;

meadows. On them the water-beeches (platanus occidcntalis Linn.) were planted in

great numbers on both fides the road, quite clofe together : thefe in fummer afford a

pleafant fhade, on account of the abundance and fize of their leaves, and make the

road extremely delightful, as it refembles a fine fhady walk. The Delaware has nearly

the fame breadth here which it has near Philadelphia. Near the place where the

ferry is to be met with, feveral pretty houfes were built on both fides, where t:"avellers

' might get all kinds of refrefhment. On our journey from Penfylvania to New Jerfey,

we were brought over the Delaware in a ferry belonging to the Penfylvania-men ; but

on our return we were obliged to take the ferry belonging to the New Jerfey fide.

As foon as we had croffed the river, we were in a different province ; for the Delaware

makes the divifion between Penfylvania and New Jerfey, fo that every thing to the weft

of it belongs to the former, and all to the eaft, to the latter province. Both thefe pro-

vinces have in moft things different laws, and their peculiar coin.

We now purfued our journey further, and foon obferved that the country on this

fide appeared very different from that on the other ; for in Penfylvania the ground

confifts of more clay and black mould, and is very fertile ; but in New Jerfey it is more

fandy and very poor, fo that the horl'es went very deep in fand in feveral parts of the

road. Near the place where we were brought over, and a little way along the fliore,

was a thick fir wood : the trees vi'ere not very high, but in their greateft vigour : be-

tween then\ appeared now and then a low bufli of oak. But after travelling about

three I'lnglifli miles, the fir wood ended, and we faw no more trees of this kind till we
came to the church in Raccoon. In all the parts of Penfylvania where I have been,

I have found few fir woods ; on tiic other hand, they are abundant in New Jerfey,

and cfpecially in the lower part of that province. We afterwards found all the day

long no other trees than fuch as have deciduous leaves ; moft of thefe were oaks of

different forts, and of confiderable height, but they ftood every where far enough afun-

der to admit a chaife to pafs thraugh the wood without any inconvenience, there being

feldom any fhrubs or underwood between the trees, to obftruft the way. In feveral

places flowed a fmall rivulet. The country was commonly plain, but fomctimes formed
2 a few
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a few hills with an eafy declivity, though no high mountains appeared, and in a few
places we found fome fniall ftoncs not bigger tlian a fifl:. Single farm-houfes were
fcattered in the country, and in one place only was a finall village : the country was
yet more covered with forells than cultivated, and we were for the greatefl part always
in a wood.

This day and the next we pafled feveral kills, or fmall rivulets, which flowed out of
the country into the Delaware with no great defccnt nor rapidity. When the tide

came up in the Delaware, it likewife rofe in fome of thefe rivulets a good way ; for-

merly tiiey mufl; have fpread to a confiderable breadth by the llouing of the tide, but
at prefent there were meadows on their banks, formed by throwing up ftrong dykes as

clofe as poflihle to the water, to keep it from overflowing. Such dykes were made
along all rivers here to confine their water ; therefore when the tide was highefl:, the
water in tlie rivers was much higher than the meadows : in the dykes were gates
through which the water can be drawn from, or led into the meadows ; they were
fometimes placed on the outward fide of the wall, lb that the water in the meadows
forced it open, but the river water fliut it.

In the evening we came into the houfe of a Ssvede, called Peter Rambo, and we
ftaid the night at his houfe.

The pines which we had feen to-day, and which I have mentioned before, were of that

kind which has double leaves and oblong cones, covered with aculeated fcales. The
Englifh to diftinguifh it call it the Jerfey pine : commonly there were only two fpines

or leaves in one fafcicle, as in our common Swedifh pines, but fometimes three ; the

cones had long fpines fo that they were difficult to be touched. Thefe pines look at

a distance wholly like the Swedifli ones, fo that if the cones were not regarded, they
might eafily be taken for the fame fpecies. Of thefe pines they make a great quantity

of tar, of which I fliall fpeak in the fequel ; but as moft them are but fmall, they are
good for nothing elfe ; for if they be employed as ports, or poles in the ground, they

are in a fliort time rendered ufelefs by rotting : as foon as they are cut down the
worms are very greedy of them ; they foon eat through the wood, and only a few
weeks after it is cut down ; however it is made ufe of as fuel, where no other wood is

to be got, in feveral places they make charcoal of it, as 1 intend to mention in the

fequel. There is another thing which deferves notice, in regard to thefe trees, and
which feveral people befides myfelf have experienced. In the great heat of the fum-
mer, the cattle like to ftand in the fliade of thefe trees, preferably to that of the oak,

hiccory, walnut, water-beech, and other trees of this kind, whofe foliage is very thick
;

and when the cattle find the latter with the former, they always choofe to fland under
the firs and pines, though the other trees with annual deciduous leaves could afford a

better fhade ; and if there be but a fingle pine in the wood, as many cattle from the

herd as can ftand under it throng to it. Some people would infer from hence, that

the refinous exhalations of thefe trees were beneficial to the cattle, and which made
them more inclined to be near firs and pines than any other trees.

The fpoon-tree, which never grows to a great height, we faw this day in feveral

places. The Swedes here have called it thus becaufe the Indians, who formerly lived

in thefe provinces, ufed to make their fpoons and trowels of the wood of this tree.

In my cabinet of natural curiofities I have a fpoon made of this wood by an Indian,

who has killed many fl:ags and other animals on the very fpot where Philadelphia after-

wards was built ; for in his time that fpot was yet covered with trees and ihrubs. The
Englifh call this tree a laurel, becaufe its leaves relemble thofe of the laurocerafus.

Dr. Linnaeus, conformable to the peculiar friendihip and goodnefs which he has

3 Q 2 always
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always honoured me with, has been pleafed to call this tree kalmia foliis ovatis, coryra-

bis terminalibus, or kalmia latifoHa. It fucceeds bed on the fide of hills, efpecially on

the north fide, where a brook partes by ; therefore on meeting with fome fteep places

(on hills) towards a brook, or with a fteep fide of a hill towards a marlh, you are fure

to find the kalmia. But it frequently ftands mixed among beech-trees. The higher

the kalmias ftand on the north fide of a mountain the lefs they grow : I have feen

them not only in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, but even in New York, but there they

are more fcarce : I never found them beyond the forty-fecond degree of north latitude,

though I took ever fo great care to look for them : they have the quality of pre-

ferving their fine green leaves throughout winter, fo that when all other trees have

loft their ornaments, and ftand quite naked, thefe chear the woods with their green

foliage. About the month of May they begin to flower in thefe parts, and then their

beauty rivals that of moft of the known trees in nature ; the flowers are innumerable,

and fit in great bunches. Before they open they have a fine red colour, but as they

are expanded the fun bleaches them, fo that fome are quite white ; many preferve the

colour of rofes. Their ftiape is fingular, for they refemble a crater of the ancients :

their fcent however is none of the moft agreeable. In fome places it was cuftomary to

adorn the churches on Chriftmas-day or Newyear's-day with the fine branches of this

tree, which are then thick covered with leaves.

But thefe trees are known for another remarkable quality : their leaves are poifon

to fome animals, and food for others : experience has taught the people that when
fheep eat of thefe leaves, they either die immediately, or fall very fick, and recover with

great difficulty. The young and more tender fheep are killed by a fmall portion, but

the elder ones can bear a ftronger dofe. Yet this food will likewife prove mortal to

them, if they take too much of it : the fame noxious eftecl it flicws in regard to calves

which eat too much of the leaves ; they either die, or do not recover eafily. I can

remember, that in the autumn of the year 1748, fome calves eat of the leaves, but fell

very fick, fwelled, foamed at the mouth, and could hardly ftand ; however they were

cured by giving them gunpowder and other medicines : the ftieep are moft expofed to

be tempted by thefe leaves in winter ; for, after having been kept in ftables lor fome
months, they are greedy of all greens, efpecially if the fnow ftill lies upon the fields,

and therefore the green but poifonous leaves of the kalmia are to them very tempting.

Horfes, oxen, and cows, which have eaten them, have likewife been very ill after the

meal, and though none of them ever died of eating thefe leaves, yet moft people be-

lieved, that if they took too great a portion of them, death would certainly be the refult

;

for it has been obferved that when thefe animals only eat fmall quantities, yet they

fufFer great pains. On the other hand, the leaves of the kalmia are the food of ftags,

when the fnow covers the ground, and hides all other provifions from them. Therefore,

if they be fliot in winter, their bowels are found filled with thefe leaves ; and it is very

extraordinary, that if tJiofc bowels ai'e given to dogs, they become quite ftupid, and
as it were drunk, and often fall fo fick that they feem to be at the point of death ; but

the people who have eaten the venifon have not felt the leaft indifpofition. The leaves

of the kalmia are likewife the winter food of thofe birds, which the Swedes in North
America call hazel-hens, and which ftay here all winter, for when they are killed, their

crop is found quite filled with them.
'1 he wood of the kalmia is very hard, and fome people on tliat account make the

axis of their puliies of it. Weavers' fliuttles are chiefly made of it, and the weavers

are of opinion, that no wood in this country is better for this purpofe ; for it is compadi:,

may be made very fmooth, and does not eafily crack or burft. The joiners and turners

here
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here employ it in making all kinds of work which requires the beft wood ; they chiefly

ufe the root becaufe it is quite yellow : the wood has a very fuitable Iiardnefs and
finenefs, and from the centre fpreads, as it were, fmall rays, which are at fome diflance

from each other. When the leaves of the kalniia are thrown into the fire, they make
a crackling like fait. The chimney-fweepers make brooms in winter of the branches
with the leaves on them, fince they cannot get others in that feafon. In the fummer
of the year 1750, a certain kind of worms devoured the leaves of almoll all the trees

in Penfylvania
;

yet they did not venture to attack the leaves of the kalmia. Some
people affcrtcd, that when afire happened in the woods it never went further as foon
as it came to the kalmias or fpoon-trees.

Nov. 21ft. The Swedes and all the other inhabitants of the country plant great

quantities of maize, both for themfelves and for their cattle. It was afferted that it is

the befl food for hogs, becaufe it makes them very fat, and gives their flefh an agreeable

flavour, preferable to all other other meat. I have given in two dilfertations upon this

kind of corn to the Swedifh Royal Academy of Sciences, which fland in their Memoirs
for 1 75 1 and 1752.

The wheels of the carts which are here made ufe of, are compofed of two different

kinds of wood. The .fellies were made of what is called the Spanifh oak, and the

fpokes of the white oak.

The faflafras-tree grows every where in this place. I have already obferved feveral

particulars in regard to it, and intend to add a few more here. On throwing fome of
the wood into the fire it caufes a crackling as fait does. The wood is made ufe of for

ports belonging to the inclofures, for it is faid to laft a long time in the ground : but it

is likewife laid, that there is hardly any kind of wood which is more attacked by
worms than this when it is expofed to the air without cover ; and that in a fhort time

it is quite worm-eaten through and through. The Swedes related, that the Indians,

who formerly inhabited thefe parts, made bowls of it. On cutting fome part of the

falTafras-tree, or its fhoots, and holding it to the nofe, it has a ftrong but pleafant fmell.

Some people peel the root, and boil the peel with the beer which they are brewing,

becaufe they believe it wholefome ; for the fame reafon, the peel is put into brandy,

either whillt it is diflilling, or after it is made.

An old Swede remembered that his mother cured many people of the dropfy by a

a decodion of the root of faffafras in water, drank every morning ; but fhe ufed, at the

fame time, to cup the patient on the feet. The old man affured me, he had often feen

people cured by this tneans, who had been brought to his mother wrapped up in

Iheets.

When a part of a wood is deflined for cultivation the faffafras-trees are commonly
left upon it, becaufe they have a very thick foliage, and afibrd a cool fliade to the

cattle during the great heats. Several of the Swedes wafh and fcour the vefTels in

which they intend to keep cyder, beer, or bi-andy, with water in which the fafiafras

root or its peel has been boiled ; which they think renders all thofe liquors more
wholefome. Some people get their bcd-pofts made of faffafras wood, in order to

expel the bugs ; for its ftrong fcent,^it is faid, prevents thofe vermin from fettling in

them. For two or three years together this has the dcfired effecl, or about as long

as the wood keeps its flrong aromatic fmell ; but after that time it has been obferved to

lofe its effeft. A joiner fhewed me a bed which he had made for himfelf, the pofls of
which were of fafiafras wood, but as it was ten or twelve years old, there were fo

many bugs in it that it feemed likely they would not le: him fleep peaceably. Some
Englifhmen related, that fome years ago it had been culfomary in London to drink a

kind
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kind of tea of the flowers of faffafras, becaufe it was looked upon as very falutary
; but

upon recollefting that the fame potion was much ufed againft the venereal difeafe it was
foon left off, left thofe that ufed it fhould be looked upon as infefted with that difeafe.

In Penfylvania fome people put chips of faffafras into their chefls, where they keep
all forts of woollen fluffs, in order to expel the moths (or larv^, or caterpillars of
moths or tinies) which commonly fettle in them in fummer. The root keeps its fmell

for a long while : I have feen one which had lain fiVe or fix years in the drawer of a
table, and ftill preferved the ftrength of its fcent.

A Swede, named Rambo, related that the Indians formerly dyed all forts of leather

red with the bark of the chefnut oak.

Nov. 2 2d. Aoke Helm was one of the mofl: confiderable Swedes in this place, and
his father came over into this country along wiih the Swedifli governor Prince

; he
was upwards of feventy years of age. This old man told us, that in his youth there

was grafs in the woods, which grew very clofe, and was every where two feet high
;

but that it was fo much leffened at prefent that the cattle hardly find food enough, and
that therefore four cows now give no more milk than one at that time ; but the caufes

of this alteration are eafy to find. In the younger years of old Helm, the country
was little inhabited, and hardly the tenth part of the cattle kept which is at prefent •

a cow had therefore as much food at that time as ten now have. Further, moft kinds
of grafs here are annual, and do not for feveral years together flioot up from the fame
root, as our Swedifh graffes : they muft fow themfelves every year, becaufe the laft

year's plant dies away every autumn. The great numbers of cattle hinder this fowing
as the grafs is eaten before it can produce flowers and fruit. We need not therefore

wonder that the grafs is fo thin on fields, hills, and pafl;ures in thefe provinces. This
is likewife the reafon why travellers in New Jerfey, Penfylvania, and Marvland, find

many difficulties, efpecially in winter, to get forwards with their own horfes, for the
grafs in thefe provinces is not very abundant, becaufe the cattle eat it before it can
bring feeds : but more to the north, as in Canada, are a fuflicient quantity of perennial

graffes ; fo wifely has the Creator regulated every thing. The cold parts of the earth

naturally bring forth a more durable grafs, becaufe the inhabitants want more hay to
feed their cattle with, on account of the length of the winter. The fouthern provinces
again have lefs perennial grafs, as the cattle may be in the fields all the v/inter. How-
ever careful oeconomifls have got feeds of perennial grafles from England, and other
European ftates, and fowed it in their meadows, where they feem to thrive exceed-
ingly well.

The perfimon (diofpyros Virginiana) was pretty common here : I have already men-
tioned it before, but I intend now to add fome more particulars. Some of its fruits

began to ripen and to become fit for eating about this time, for they always ripen very
late in autumn, and then the people eat them like other truit : they are very fweet and
glutinous, yet have a little aflringency : I frequently ufed to eat a great quantity of
them, without feeling the lenft inconvenience. From the perfimon feveral Engliflnnen
and Swedes brew a very palatable liquor in the following manner. xVs foon as the
fruit is ripe, a fufficient quantity is gathered, which is very eafy, as each tree is well
flocked with them. Thefe perfimon apples are put into a dough of wheat or other
flour, foruied into cakes, and put into an oven, in which they continue till they are
quite baked, and fufficiently dry, when they are taken out again : then, in order to

brew the liquor, a pot full of water is put on the fire, and fome of the cakes are put
in : thefe become fott by degrees as the water grows warm, and crumble in pieces at

laft
i

the pot is then taken from the fire, and the water in it well ftirred about, that

the
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the cakes may mix with it : this is then poured into another vcfTcl, and they continue

to fteep and break as many cakes as arc ncceflary for a brewing : the malt is then

infufed, and they proceed as ufual with the brewing. Beer thus prepared is reckoned
much preferable to other beer. They likewifc make brandy of this fruit in the follow-

ing manner ; having colledted a fufficient quantity of perfimons in autumn, they are all

together put into a veifel, where they lie for a week till they are quite foft : then they
pour water on them, and in that flate they arc left to ferment of themfelves, without
promoting the fermentation by any addition. The brandy is then made in the common
way, and is faid to be very good, efpecially if grapes (in particular of the fweet fort)

which are wild in the woods, be mixed with the perfimon fruit. Some perfimons arc
ripe at the end of September, but moft of them later, and fomc not befoi-e November
r.nd December, when the cold firfl overcomes their acrimony. The wood of this tree is

very good for joiners' inftruments, fuch as planes, handles to chiflels, &c., but if after

being cut down, it lies expofed to funfhine and rain, it is the firfl wood which rots, and
in a year's time there is nothing left but what is ufelefs. When the perfimon trees get

once into a field they are not eafilygot out of it again as they fpread fo much. I was
told, that if you cut ofl^" a branch, and put it into the ground, it ftrikes root ; but in

very ftrong winters thefe trees often die by froft, and they, together with the peach-

trees, bear cold the leaft of any.

Nov. 23d. Several kinds of gourds and melons are cultivated here : thev have
partly been originally cultivated by the Indians, and partly brought over by Europeans.

Of the gourds there was a kind which were crooked at the end, and oblong in general,

and therefore they were called crooked necks (crocknacks) ; they keep aLmofl: all

winter. There is yet another fpecies of gourds which have the fame quality : others

again are cut in pieces or flips, drawn upon thread, and dried ; they keep all the year

long, and are then boiled or flewed. All forts of gourds are prepared for eating in

different manners, as is likewife cuflomary in Sweden. Many farmers have a whole
field of gourds.

Squafhes are a kind of gourds, which the Europeans got from the Indians, and I

have already mentioned them before. They are eaten boiled, either with flefh or by
themfelves. In the firfl cafe, they are put on the edge of the difh round the meat,

they require little care, for into whatever ground they are fown, they grow in it and
fucceed well. If the feed is put into the fields in autumn it brings fquafhes next fpring,

though during winter it has fuffered from frofl, fnow, and wet.

The calibafhes are likewife gourds, which are planted in quantities by the Swedes
and other inhabitants, but they are not fit for eating, and are made ufe of for making
all forts of veflels ; they are more tender than the fquafhes, for they do not always

ripen here, and only when the weather is very warm. In order to make vefTels of

them, they are firfl dried well ; the feeds, together with the pulpy and fpungy matter

in which they lie, are afterwards taken out and thrown away ; the fhells are fcraped

very clean within, and then great fpoons or ladles, funnels, bowls, difhes, and the

like, may be made of them : they are particularly fit for keeping feeds of plants in,

which are to be fent over fea, for they keep their power of vegetating much longer,

if they be put in calibafhes, than by any other means. Some people fcrape the outfide

of the calibaflies before they are opened, dry them afterwards, and then clean them
within ; this makes them as hard as bones : they are fometimes wafhed, fo that they

always keep their white colour.

Mofl of the farmers in this country fow buck-wheat in the middle of July : it mufl
not be fown later, for in that cafe the froft ruins it ; but if it be fown before July, it

flowers
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flowers all the fummer long, but the flowers drop, and no feed is generated. Some
people plough the ground twice where they intend to fow buck-wheat ; others plough

it only once, about two weeks before they fow it. As foon as it is fown the field is

harrowed. It has been found by experience, that in a wet year buck-wheat has been

moft likely to fucceed : it ftands on the fields till the froft comes on. When the crop

is favourable, they get twenty, thirty, and even forty bufliels from one. The Swedilh

churchwarden Ragnillon, in whofe houfc we were at this time, had got fuch a crop :

they make buck-wheat cakes and pudding. The cakes are commonly made in the

morning, and are baked in a frying-pan, or on a ficne : are buttered and then eaten

with tea or coffee, inftead of toafted bread with butter, or toaft, which the Englifli

commonly eat at breakfaft. The buck-wheat cakes are very good, and are likewife

ufual at Philadelphia and in other Englifli colonies, cfpecially in winter. Buck-wheat

is an excellent food for fowls ; they eat it greedily, and lay more eggs than they do

with other food ; hogs are likewife fattened with it. Buck-wheat ftraw is of no ufe
;

it is therefore left upon the field, in the places where it has been thrafhed, or it

is fcattercd in the orchards, in order to ferve as a manure by putrifying. Neither

cattle nor any other animal will eat of it, except in the greateft neceflity, when the

fnow covers the ground, and nothmg elfe is to be met with. But though buck-

wheat is fo common in the Englifli colonies, yet the French had no right notion of it

in Canada, and it was never cultivated among them.

Towards night we found fome glow-worms in the wood : their body was linear,

confifl;ing of eleven articulations, a little pointed before and behind ; the length from

head to tail was five and a half geometrical lines ; the colour was brown, and the

articulations joined in the fame manner as in the onifci or woodlice. The antennas,

or feel-horns, were fliort and filiform, or thread-fliaped ; and the feet were fafl;ened

to the forcmoft articulations of the body : when the infedl creeps, its hindmofl;

articulations are dragged on the ground, and help its motion. The extremity of the

tail contains a matter which fliines in the dark, with a green light : the infeft could

draw it in, fo that it was not vifible. It had rained confiderably all day, yet they

crept in great numbers among the buflies, fo that the ground feemed as it were fown

with ftars. I fliall in the fequel have occafion to mention another kind of infedls or

flies which fliine in the dark, when flying in the air.

Nov. 24th. Holly, or ilex aquifolium, grows in wet places, fcattered in the foreft,

and belongs to the rare trees : its leaves are green both in fummer and in winter.

The Swedes dry its leaves, bruife them in a mortar, boil them in fmall beer, and take

them againft the pleurify.

Red is dyed with Brazil wood, and likewife with a kind of mofs, which grows on the

trees here ; blue is dyed with indigo ; but to get a black colour, the leaves of the

common field forrel (rumex acctofclla) are boiled with the duff to be dyed, which is

then dried, and boiled again with logwood and copperas: the black colour thus pro-

duced is faid to be very durable. The people fpin and weave a great part of their

every day's apparel, and dye them in their houfcs. Flax is cultivated by many people,

and fucceeds very well, but the ufe of hemp is not very common.
Rye, wheat, and buck-wheat are cut with the fickle, but oats are mown with a

fcytiie. The fickles which are here made ufe of are long and narrow, and their fliarp

edges have clofe teeth on the inner fide. The field lies fallow during a year, and in

that time the cattle may graze on it.

All the inhabitants of this place, from the highefl: to the lowefl:, have each their

crchard, which is greater or lefs according to their wealth. The trees in it are chiefly

peach
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peach trees, npple trees, and cherry trees : compare with this what I have already faid

upon tliis fubjed before.

A little betore noon we left this place, and continued our journey, part the Swedifh
church in Raccoon, to Peiis groves. The country on the fides of this road is very
fandy in many places, and pretty near level. Here and there appear fingle farms,

yet they are very fcarce ; and large extenfive pieces of ground are ftill covered with
forefls, which chiefly confifl of feveral fpccies of oak and hiccory. However, we
could go with eafe through thefe woods, as there are few bulhes (or under-wood)
and ftones to be met with. It was not only eafy to ride in every part of the wood
on horfcback, but even in moft places there was fufficient room for a fmall coach
or a cart.

Nov. i5th. During my flay at Raccoon, at this time and all the enfuing winter, I

endeavoured to get the moft information from the old Swedes relating to the increafc

of land, and the decreafe of water in thefe parts ; I fhall therefore infert the anfwers
here, which I have received to my queftions. They are as I got them ; and I fliall

only throw in a few remarks which may ferve to explain things : the reader therefore

is left at liberty to drav/ his own inferences and conclufions.

One of the Swedes called King, who was above fifty years of age, was convinced
that about this time the little lakes, brooks, fprings, and rivers, had much Icfs water
than they had when he was a boy. He could mention feveral lakes on which the

people went in large boats in his youth, and had fufficient water even in the hottefl:

fummers ; but now they were either entirely dried up, or for the greateft part ; and
in the latter cafe, all the water was loft in fummer. He had himftlf feen the filh

dying in them ; and he was apt to believe that at this time it did not rain fo much in

fummer as it did when he was young. One of his relations, who lived about eight

miles from the river Delaware, on a hill near a rivulet, had got a well dug in his court
yard : at the depth of forty feet they found a quantity of fhells of oyfters and
mufcles, and likewife a great quantity of reed and pieces of broken branches, I

alked to what cauies they afcribed what they had difcovered, and I was anfwered, that

fome people believed thefe things had lain there ever fmce the deluge, and others, that

the ground increaied.

Peter Rambo, a man who was near fixty years of age, affured me, that in feveral

places at Raccoon, where wells had been dug, or any other work carried deep into the
ground, he had feen great quantities of mufcic fheils and other marine animals. On
digging wells, the people have fometimes met with logs of wood at the depth of twenty
feet, fome of which were petrified, and others as it were burnt. They once found a
great fpoon in the ground at this depth. Query, Is it not probable that the burnt
wood which has been thus dug up was only blackened by a fubterraneous mineral
vapour ? People however have concluded from this, that America has had inhabitants

before the deluge. This man (Peter Rambo) further told me, that bricks had been
found deep in the ground ; but may not the brick-coloured clay (of which the around
here chiefly confifts, and which is a mixture of clay and fand) in a hard ftate have had
the appearance of bricks ? I have feenfuch hardened clay, which at firft fight is eafib'

miftaken for brick. He likewife afferted, that the water in rivers was ftill as high as it

ufed to be, as far back as memory could reach ; but little lakes, ponds, and waters in
marflies are vifibly decreafed, and many of them dried up.

Maons Keen, a Swede, above feventy years old, aflcrted, that, on digging a well,

he had feen, at the depth of forty feet, a great piece of chefnut wood, together with
roots and ftalks of reed, and a clayey earth like that which commonly covers the
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fhores of falt-water bays and coves. This clay had a fimilar fmell and a faline tafte.

Maons Keen, and feveral other people, inferred from hence, that the whole country,

where Raccoon and Penn's neck are fituatcd, was anciently quite overflowed by the

fea. They likewife knew, that, at a great depth in the ground, fuch a trowel as the

Indians make ufe of, had been found.

Sven Lock, and William Cobb, both above fifty years of age, agreed, that in many
places hereabouts, where wells had been dug, they had feen a great quantity of reed,

moftly rotten, at the depth of twenty or thirty feet and upwards.

As Cobb made a well for himfelf, the workmen, after digging twenty feet deep,

came upon fo thick a branch that they could not get forwards till it was cut in two
places ; the wood was ftill very hard. It is very common to find, near the furface of

the earth, quantities of all forts of leaves not quite putrified. On making a dyke
fome years ago, along the river on which the church at Raccoon flands ; and for that

purpofe cutting through a bank, it was found quite full of oyfter {hells, though this

place is above a hundred and twenty Engliih miles from the nearell fea fliore. Thefe

men, and all the inhabitants of Raccoon, concluded from this circumftance (of their

own accord, and without being led to the thought) that this trafl: of land was a part

of the fea many centuries ago. They likewife aflerted, that many little lakes, which in

their youth were full of water, even in the hotteft feafon, now hardly formed a narrow
brook in fummer, except after heavy rains ; but it did not appear to them that the

rivers had loft any water.

Aoke Helm found (on digging a well) firft fand and little ftones, to the depth of

eight feet ; next a pale-coloured clay, and then a black one. At the depth of fifteen

feet he found a piece of hard wood, and feveral pieces of mundick or pyrites. He
told me, that he knew feveral places in the Delaware, where the people went in boats

when he was young, but which at prefent were changed into little iflands, fome of

which were near an Englifh mile in length. Thefe iflands derive their origin from a

fand or bank in the river ; on this the water waflies fome clay, in which ruflies come
up, and thus the refl: is generated by degrees.

On a meeting of the oldeft Swedes in the parifli of Raccoon, I obtained the'fol-

lowing anfwers to the queftions which I afked them on this account. Whenever they

dig a well in this neighbourhood, they always find, at the depth of twenty or thirty

feet, great numbers of oyftcr fhells and clams : the latter are, as was above-men-

tioned, a kind of large fhells, which are found in bays, and of which the Indians

make their money. In many places, on digging wells, a quantity of rufhes and reeds

have been found almoft wholly undamaged ; and once on fuch an occafion a whole

bundle of flax was brought up, found between twenty and thirty feet under ground

:

it feemed as little damaged as if it had been lately put under ground : all looked at

it with afloniflmient, as it was beyond conception how it could get there ; but I be-

lieve the good people faw fome American plants, fuch as the wild Virginian flax, or

linum Virginianum, and the antirrhinum Canadcnfe, which look very like common
flax

;
yet it is remarkable that the bundle was really tied together. The Europeans,

on their arrival in America, found our common flax neither growing wild nor cul-

tivated by the Indians, how then could this bundle get into the ground ? Can it be

fuppofed, that paft ages have feen a nation here, fo early acquainted with the ufe of

flax ? I would rather abide by the opinion, that the above American plants, or other

fimilar ones, have been taken for flax. Charcoal and fire-brands have often been

found under ground. The Swedifli church-warden, Eric Ragnilfon, told me that he

had feen a quantity of them, which had been brought up at the digging of a well

:

on
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on fuch occafions people have often found (at the depth of between twenty and
fifty feet) great branches and blocks. There were fome fpots where, twenty feet

under the furface of the earth, the people had found fuch trowels as the Indians

ufe : from thefe obfervations they all concluded, that this traft of land had formerly

been the bottom of the fea. It is to be obfervcd, that nioft of the wells which have
hitherto been made, have been dug in new fettlements, where the wood was yet

ftanding, and had probably flood for centuries together. From the obfervations

which have hitherto been mentioned, and to which I fhall add fmiilar ones in the

lequel, we may, with a confiderable degree of certainty, conclude that a great part

of the province of New Jerfcy, in ages unknown to pofterity, was part of the bot-

tom of the fea, and was afterwards formed by the flime and mud, and the many
other things which the river Delaware carries down along with it, from the upper
parts of the country : however. Cape May feems to give fome occafion for doubts,

of which 1 fliall fpeak in the fequel.

Nov. 27th. The American ever-greens are,

1. Ilex aquifolium, holly.

2. Kalmia latifolia, the fpoon tree.

3. Kalmia angufli olia, another fpecies of it.

4. Magnolia glauca, the beaver tree. The young trees of this kind only keep
their leaves, the others drop them.

5. Vifcum album, or mifletoe : this commonly grows upon the nyfla aquatica, or

tupelo tree, upon the liquidambar flyraciflua, or fweet gum tree, the oak and lime

tree, fo that their whole fummits were frequently quite green in winter.

6. Myrica cerifera, or the candleberry tree : of this however only fome of the

youngeft Ihrubs preferve fome leaves, but moft of them had already loft them.

7. Pinus abies, the pine.

8. Pinus fylveftris, the fir.

9. CuprefTus thyoides, the white cedar.

10. Juniperus Virginiana, the red cedar.

Several oaks and other trees dropt their leaves here in winter, which however keep

them ever-green, a little more to the fouth, and in Carolina.

Nov. 30th. It has been obferved, that the Europeans in North America, whether

they were born in Sweden, England, Germany, or Holland ; or in North America,

of European parents, always loft their teeth much fooner than common : the women
efpecially were fubjeft to this difagreeable circumftance: the men did not fufFer fo

much from it. Girls, not above twenty years old, frequently had loft half of their

teeth, without any hopes of getting new ones. I have attempted to penetrate into

the caufes of this early fhedding of the teeth, but I know not whether I have hit

upon a true one. Many people were of opinion that the air of this country hurt

the teeth : fo much is certain, that the weather can no where be fubjedt to more

frequent and fudden changes ; for the end of a hot day often turns out piercing cold,

and vice verfa. Yet this change of weather cannot be looked upon as having any

effeft upon the ftiedding of the teeth, for the Indians prove the contrary : they live

in the fame air, and always keep fine, entire white teeth : this I have feen myfelf,

and have been afTured of by every body : others afcribe it to the great quantities of

fruit and fweetmeats which are here eaten. But I have known many people who
never eat any fruit, and neverthelefs had hardly a tooth left.

3 R 2 I then
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I tVen began to fufpeft the tea, which is drank here m the morning and afternoon,

efpccially by women, and is fo common at prefent, that there is hardly a farmer's wife,

or a poor woman, who does not drink tea in the morning : I was confirmed in this

opinion, when I took a journey through fome parts of the country which were ftill in-

habited by Indians. For Major General Johnfon told me at that time, that feveral of

the Indians, who lived clofe to .the European fettlements, had learnt to drink tea. And
it has been obferved, that fuch of the Indian women, as ufed themfelves too much to

this liquor, had, in the fame manner as the European women, loft their teeth premature-

ly, though they'Tiad formerly been quite found. Thofe again, who had not ufed tea,

preferved their teeth ftrong and found to a great age.

I afterwards found, that the ufe of tea could not entirely caufe this accident.

Several young women, who lived in this country, but were born in Europe, complained

that they loft m.ofc of their teeth after they came to America : I afked, whether they did

not think that it arofe from the frequent ufe of tea, as it was known that ftrong tea, as

it were, enters into and corrodes the teeth ; but they anfwered, that they had loft their

teeth before they had began to drink tea ; but, continuing my enquiries, I found at laft

a fufBcient caufe to account for the lofs of their teeth : each of thefe women owned,
that they were accuftomed to eat every thing hot, and nothing was good, in their

opinion, unlefs they could eat it as faft as it came from the fire. This is likewife the

cafe with the women in the country, who lofe their teeth much fooner and more abun-

dantly than the men. They drink tea in greater quantity, and much oftener, in the

morning, and even at noon, when the employment of the men will not allow them to

fit at the tea-table. Bcfides that, the Engliflimen care very little for tea, and a bowl of

punch is much more agreeable to them. When the Englifh women drink tea, they

never pour it out of the cup into the faucer, but drink it hot as it is out of the former.

The Indian women, in imitation of them, fwallow the tea in the fame manner. On the

contrary, ihofe Indians, whofe teeth are found, never eat any thing hot, but take their

meat either quite cold, or only juft milk warm.
I alked the Swcdilli church-waixlen in Philadelphia, Mr. Bengtfon, and a number of

old Swedes, whether their parents and countrymen had likewife loft their teeth as foon

as the American colonifts ; but they told me that they had preferved them to a very

great age. Bengtfon allured me, that his father, at the age of feventy, cracked peach
ftones and the black walnuts with his teeth, notwithftanding their great hardnefs, which
at this time no body dares to venture at that age. This confirms what I have before

faidjfor at that time the ufe of tea was not yet known in North America.

No difeafe is more common here, than that which the Englifh call fever and ague,

which is fometimes quotidian, tertian, or quartan. But it often happens, that a perfon

who has had a tertian ague, after lofing it for a week or two, gets a quotidian ague in

Its ftead, which after a while again changes into a tertian. The fever commonly
attacks the people at the end of Auguft, or beginning of September, and commonly
continues during autumn and winter, till towards fpring, when it ceafes entirely.

Strangers who arrive here commonly are attacked by this ficknefs the firft or fecond

year after their arrival ; and it is more violent upon them than upon the natives, fo

that they fometimes die of it ; but if they efcape the firft time, they have the advantage

of not being vifited again the next year, or perhaps never any more. It is cominonlv
faid here, that ftrangersget the fever to accuilom them to the climate. The natives of
European offspring have annual fits of this ague iji fome parts of the country : fome,
however, are foon delivered from it ; with others, on the contrary, it continues for fix

months together, and others are afllifted with it till they die. 'Ihc Indians alio fuftVr

7 it.
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it, but not fo violently as the Europeans. No age is fecured againfl it : in thofe places

where it rapes annually, you fee old men and women attacked with it ; and even
children in the cradle l'on;etiines not above three weeks old : it is likewile quotidian,

tertian, or quartan, with them. This autumn the ague was more violent here than it

commonly ufed to be. People who arc afflided with it look as pale as death, and are

greatly weakened, but in general arc not prevented from doing their work in the inter-

vals. It is remarkable, that every year there are great parts of the country where this

fever rages, and others where fcarce a fmgle perfon has been taken ill. It likewife is

worth notice, that there are places where the people cannot remember that it formerly

prevailed in their country, though at prefent it begins to grow more common : yet

there was no other vifible difference between the feveral places. All the old Swedes,
Engliflimen, Germans, &C. unanimoufly alferted, that the fever had never been fo violent,

and of fuch continuance, when they were boys, as it is at prefent. They were likewife

generally of opinion, that about the year 1680, there were not fo many people alBiftcd

with it as about this lime. However, others equally old were of opinion, that the fever

was proportionably as common formerly as it is at prefent ; but that it could not at that

time be fo fenfibly perceived, on account of the fcarcity of inhabitants, and the great

diftance of their fettlements from each other ; it is therefore probable that the effeds of

the fever have at all times been equal.

It would be difficult to determine the true caufes of this difeafe : they feem to be
numerous, and not always alke: fometimes, and I believe commonly, feveral of them
vmite. I have taken ail poffible care to found the opinions of the phyficians here on
that head, and I here offer them to the reader.

Some of them think that the peculiar qualities of the air of this country caufe this

fever ; but moft of them affert, that it is generated by the Handing and pu'rid water,

which it feems is confirmed by experience. For it has been obferved in this country,

that fuch people as live in the neighbourhood of moraffes or fwamps, or in places

where a flagnant, Ifinking water is to be met with, are commonly infefted with the

fever and ague every year, and get it more readily than others. And this chiefly hap-

pens at a time of the year when thofe flagnant waters are moil evaporated by the ex-

ceffive heat of the fan, and the air is filled with the moft noxious vapours. The fever

likewife is very violent in all places which have a very low fituation, and where fait

water comes up with the tide twice in twenty-four hours, and unites with the ftagnant

frefli water in the country. Therefore on travelling in fummer over fuch low places

where frefh and fait water unite, the naufeous flench ariiing from thence often forces

the traveller to ftop his nofe. On that account moft of the inhabitants of Penn's Neck,
and Salem in New Jerfey, where the ground has the above-mentioned quality, are an-

nually infelfed with the fever to a much greater degree than the inhabitants of the

higher country. If an inhabitant of the higher part of the country, where the people

are free from the fever, removes into the lower parts, he may be well affured that the

fever will attack hiinat the ufual time, and that he will get it again every year, as long

as he continues in that country. People of the livelieft complexion, on coming into the

low parts of the country, and continuing there for fome time, have entirely loft their

colour and become quite pale. However, this cannot be the fole caufe of the fever, as

I have been in feveral parts of the country which had a low fituation, and had ftagnant

waters near them, where the people declared they feldom fuftered from this ficknefs

;

but thefe places were about two or three degrees more northerly.

Others were of opinion that diet did very much contribute towards it, and chiefly

laid the blame upon the inconfiderate and intemperate confumption of fruit. This is

particularly
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particularly the c:fe with the Europeans who come into America, and are not ufed to

its climate and its Iruit ; for thofe who are born here can bear more, yet are not en-

tirely free from the bad eft'eds of eating too much. I have heard many Engliflimen,

Germans, and others, fpeak from their own experience on this account ; they owned,
that they had often tried, and were certain that after eating a water melon once or twice

before they had breakfafted they would have the fever and ague in a few days after.

Yet it is remarkable that the French in Canada told me that fevers were lefs common
in that country, though they confumed as many water melons as the Englifh colonies,

and that it had never been obferved that they occafioned a fever ; but that on coming in

the hot feafon to the Illinois, an Indian nation which is nearly in the fame latitude with

Penfylvania and New Jerfey, they could not eat a water melon without feeling the fhak-

ing fits of an ague, and that the Indians therefore warned them not to eat of fo danger-

ous a fruit. Query, Does not this lead us to think that the greater heat in Penfylvania,

and the country of the Illinois, which are both five or fix degrees more foutherly than

Canada, makes fruit in fome meafure more dangerous? In the Englifh North Ameri-
can colonies, every countryman plants a number of water melons, which are eaten

whilft the people make hay, or during the harvefl, when they have nothing upon their

•ilomachs, in order to cool them during the great heat, as that juicy fruit feems very

proper to give refrefhment. In the fame manner melons, cucumbers, gourds, fquafhes,

mulberries, apples, peaches, cherries, and fuch like fruit are eaten here in fummer, and
all together contribute to the attacks of the ague.

But that the manner of living coniributes greatly towards it, may be concluded from
the unanimous accounts of old people concerning the times of their childhood ; ac-

cording to which the inhabitants of thefe parts were at that time not fubjed to fo many
difeafes as they are at prefent, and people were feldom fick. All the old Swedes like-

wife agreed, that their countrymen, who firfl: came into North America, attained to a

great age, and their children nearly to the fame ; but that their grand children, and
great grand children did not reach the age of their anceflors, and their health was not

near fo vigorous and durable. But the Swedes who firft fettled in America lived very

frugally; they were poor, and could not buy rum, brandy, or other ftrong liquors,

which they feldom dilf illed themfelves, as few of them had a diftilling veffel. However
they fometimes had a good llrong beer. They did not underftand the art of making
cyder, which is now fo common in the country : tea, coffee, chocolate, which are at pre-

fent even the country people's daily breakfafl, were wholly unknown to them : molt of

them had never tailed fugar or punch. The tea which is now drank is either very old

or mixed with all forts of herbs, fo that it no longer deferves the name of tea : therefore

it cannot have any good effed upon thofe who ufe it plentifully ; befides, it cannot fail

of relaxing the bowels, as it is drank both in the morning and in the afternoon quite

boiling hot. The Indians, the offspring of the firfl: inhabitants of this country, are a

proof of what I have faid. It is well known that their anceflors, at the time of the firfl

arrival of the Europeans, lived to a very great age. According to the common ac-

counts, it was then not uncommon to find people among the Indians, who were above a

hundred years old : they lived frugally, and drank pure water : brandy, rum, wine,

and all the other ftrong liquors, were utterly unknown to them ; but fince the Chriftians

have taught them to drink thefe liquors, and the Indians have found them too palatable,

thofe who cannot refill their appetites hardly reach half the age of their parents.

Laftly, fome people pretended that the lo.'s of many odoriferous plants, with which
the woods were filled at the arrival of the Europeans, but which the cattle have now ex-

tirpated, might be looked upon as a caul'e of the greater progrefs of the fever at prefent.

4 The
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The number of thofe ftrong plants occafioned a pleafant fcent to rife In tlic woods every
morning and evening. It is therefore not unreafonable to think that the noxioufnefs-

of the effluvia from putrifying fubftances was then prevented, fo that they were not fo

dangerous to the Inhabitants.

Several remedies are employed againfl; this difeafe : the jefuit's bark was formerly

a certain one, but at prefent it has not always this effecT:, though they fell it genuine,

and for the very beft. Many people accufed it of leaving fomething noxious in the

body. Yet it was commonly obfervcd, that when the bark was good, and it was
taken as foon as the fever made Its appearance, and before the body was weakened,
it was almoft fure to conquer the fever, fo that the cold fits never returned, and no
pain or ftiffnefs remained in the limbs ; but when the difeafe Is rooted In, and has
confiderably weakened the patients, or they are naturally very weak, the fever leaves

them after ufmg the jefuit's bark, but returns again in a fortnight's time, and obhVes
them to take the bark again ; but the confequcnce frequently is a pain and a ftiffnefs

in their limbs, and fometimes In their bowels, which almoft hinders them from walk-
ing : this pain continues tor feveral years together, and even accompanies foine to the
grave. This bad effe£t is partly attributed to the bark, which can feldom be got ge-
nuine here, and partly to the little care which the patients take in ufmg the bark. A
man of my acquaintance was- particularly dexterous in expelling the ague by the ufe

of the jefuit's bark. His manner of proceeding was as follows : when It was poffible,

the patient muft ufe the remedy as foon as the fever begun, and before it was fettled

in his body ; but before he took the medicine he was to take a diaphoretic remedy,
as that had been found very falutary ; and as the fever Is frequently of fuch a nature
here as not to make the patient fweat, even when the hot fit Is upon him, a per-

fpiration was to be brought about by fome other means. To that purpofe the pa-

tient took his dofe on the day when he had his cold fit, and was not allowed to eat

any thing at night. The next morning he continued in a warm bed, drank a quan-
tity of tea, and was well covered, that he might perfpire plentifully. He continued

fo till the perfplratlon ceafed, and then left the bed In a hot room, and wafhed his

body with milk-warm water. In order to cleanfe It from the Impurities that fettled on
it from the perfplratlon, and to prevent their ftopping up of the pores. The patient

was then dried again, and at laft he took the bark feveral times in one day. This
was repeated twice or thrice on the days after he had the ague, and it commonly left

him without returning, and moft people recover fo well that they do not look pale

after their ficknefs.

The bark of the root of the tulip tree, or llriodendron tullplfera, taken in the fame
manner as the jefuit's bark, fometimes had a fimilar effect.

Several people peeled the roots of the cornus florida, or dog-wood, and gave this

peel to patients ; and even fome people, who could not be cured by the jefuit's bark,

have recovered by the help of this. I have likevvlfe feen people cured of the fever

by taking brimftone reduced to powder, and mixed with fugar, every night before

they went to bed, and every morning before they got up : they took it three or four

times in the intervals, and at each time drank fome warm liquor, to wafli the

powder down. However, others that tried the fame remedy did not find much relief

from it.

Some people collefted the yellow bark of the peach tree, efpecially that which is

on the root, and boiled it in water, till half of it was evaporated by boiling. Of this

decoflion the patient took every morning about a wine glafs full before he had eaten

any thing. This liquor has a difagreeable tafte, and contracts the mouth and tongue

like
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like alum; yet feveral perfons at Raccoon, who had tried many remedies in vain,

were cured by this.

Others boiled the leaves of the potentilla reptans, or of the potentilla canadenfis,

in water, and made the patients drink it before the ague fit came on, and it is well

known that feveral perfons have recovered by this means.

The people who are fettled upon the river Mohawk in New York, both Indians

and Europeans, coUedl the root of the geura rivale, and pound it. This powder
fome of them boil in water till it is a pretty ftrong decoftion : others only infufe cold

water on it and leave it fo for a day ; others mix it with brandy. Of this medicine
the patient is to take a wine glafs full on the morning of the day when the fever does

not come, before he has eaten any thing. I was affured that this was one of the

fureft remedies, and more certain than the jefuit's bark.

The people who live near the iron mines declared that they were feldom or never
vifited by the fever and ague ; but when they have the fever they drink the water

of fuch fountains as arife from the iron mines, and have a ftrong chalybeat tafte

;

and they affured me that this remedy was infallible. Other people therefore who
did not live very far from fuch fprings, went to them for a few days, when they had
the fever, in order to drink the water, which commonly cured them.

I have already fliewn above, that fage mixed with lemon juice has been found very

falutary againft the ague.

It was however univerfally remarkable, that that which cures one perfon of it has

Jio effecl upon another.

The pleurify is likewife a difeafe which the people of this country are much fub-

jeft to. The Swedes in this province call it flitches and burning, and they always

mean the pleurify whenever they mention thofe words. Manv of the old Swedes
told me that they had heard very little of it when they were young, and that their

parents had known ftill lefs of it in their childhood ; but that it was lb common now
that many people died every year of it : yet it has been obferved, that in fome years

this difeafe has been very moderate, and taken few people away with it, whilfl in

other years it makes great havock : it likewife is more violent in fome places than in

others.

In the autumn of the year 1728, it fvvept away many at Penn's Neck, a place

below Raccoon, and nearer to the Delaware, where a number of Swedes are fettled.

Almofl all the Swedes there died of it, though they were very numerous. From
hence it happened that their children who were left in a very tender age, and grew
up among the Englifli children, forgot their mother tongue, fo that few of them
underftand it at prefcnt. Since that time, though the pleurify has every year killed

a few people at Penn's Neck, yet it has not carried oft" any confiderable numbers.
It refled as it were till the autumn of the year 1741?, but then it began to make dread-

ful havock, and every week fix or ten of the old people died. The difeafe was fo

violent, that when it attacked a perfon, he feldom lived above two or three days

;

and of thofe who were taken ill with it very few rt'covcreJ. When the pleurify was
got into a houfe it killed moft of the old people in it : it was a true pleurify, but it

had a peculiarity with it, for it commonly began with a great fwelling under the throat

and in the neck, and with a difficulty of fwallowing. Some people looked upon it as

contagious, and others fcrioufly declared, that when it came into a family, not only

thofe who lived in the fame houfe fuffered from it, but even fuch relations as lived

far off. I'here have been feveral people at Penn's Neck, who, without vifiting their

lick friends, have got the pleurify and died of it. I do not difpute the truth of this,

though
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though I do not agree to the conclufion. The pleurify was the niofl violent in No-
vember

; yet fome old people died of it even in the next winter ; but children were

pretty free from it. The phyficians did not know what to make of it, nor how to re-

medy it.

It is difficult to determine the caufes of fuch violent difeafos. An old Englifli

furgeon who lived here gave the following reafon. The inhabitants of this coimtry

drink great quantities of punch and other ftrong liquors in fummer, when it is very

hot ; by that means the veins in the diaphragm contradt, and the blood grows thick.

Towards the end of Odober and the beginning of November, the weather is apt to

alter very fuddenly, fo that heat and cold change fcveral times a day. When the

people during this changeable weather are in the open air, they commonly get this

difeafe. It is likewife certain that the air is more unwholefome one year than ano-

ther, which depends upon the heat and other circumftanccs : this peculiar quality

of the air muft of courle produce a pleurify. It is remarkable, that both in the year

1728, and in the prefent, when fo many people died at Penu's Neck, few died at

Raccoon, though the two places are near each other, and I'eem to have the fame foil

and climate. But there is this difference, that Penn's Neck lies remarkably low, and
Raccoon pretty high. The people in the former place have fettled between marlhes

and fwamps, in which the water ftagnates and putrlfies ; and moft of thefe places are

covered with trees, by which means the wet is fhut up flill more, and near fuch

marfhes are the houfes. Laftly, the water at Penn's Neck is not reckoned fo good
as that in Raccoon. It likewife becomes brackifli in fevcral little rivers, when
the Delaware, during the tide, rifes very high, and runs up into them. On the

banks of thefe rivulets live many of the Swedes, and take water for common ufe

from them.

December the 3d. This morning I fet out for Philadelphia, where I arrived in the

evening.

Wild grapes are very abundant in the woods, and of various kinds ; a fpecies of

them, which are remarkable for their fize, grow in the marflies, and are greedily

eaten by the racoon : they are therefore called marfli grapes, but the Englifli call

them fox grape : they have not an agreeable flavour, and are feldom eaten by the

inhabitants of this country, who make ufe of a fmall kind of wild grapes, which

grow on a dry foil : pretty late in autumn, when they are quite ri[>e, they have a

very good flavour, being a mixture of fvveet and acid. Some people dry thefe grapes

when gathered, and bake them in tarts, &c. : they likewife make ufe of them as

dried fweetmeats. The Swedes formerly made a pretty good wine from them, but

have now left it off. However, fome of the Englifli flill prefs an agreeable liquor

from thefe grapes, which they aflured me was as good as the beft claret, and that it

would keep for feveral years.

The manner of preparing this fort of wine has been defcribed at large in an al-

manack of this country, for the year 1743, and is as follows: the grapes are col-

leded from the twenty-firft^ of September to about the eleventh of November, that is

as they grow ripe : they muft be gathered in dry weather, and after the dew is gone
off: the grapes are cleared of the cobwebs, dry leaves, and other things adhering to

them. Next a great hogfliead is prepared which has either had treacle or brandy in

it ; it is waflied very clean, one of the bottoms beat out, and the other placed on a

ftand for the purpole, or on pieces of wood in the cellar, or elfe in a warm room,

about two feet above the ground : the grapes are put into this hogfliead, and as they

fink lower in three or four days time, more are added. A man with naked feet

VOL. XIII. 3 s gets
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gets' into the hogfliead and treads the grapes, and in about half an hour'is time the-

juice is forced out ; the man then turns the lowed grapes uppermoft, and treads them
for about a quarter of an hour : this is fufficient to fqueeze the good juice out of them,

lor an additional preffure would even crufli the unripe grapes, and give the whole

a difagrecable flavour. The hogfliead is then covered with a thick blanket ; but

if there is no cellar, or it is very cold, two are fpread over it. Under this cover-

ing the juice is left to ferment for the firfl time, and in the next four or five

days it ferments and works very ftrongly. As foon as the fermentation ceafes, a

hole is made about fix inches from the bottom, and fome of the juice is tapped

off about twice in a day. As foon as this is clear and fettled, it is poured into

an anker of a middling fize ; for from twenty bufliels of grapes, they get about

as many gallons of juice : the anker remains untouched ; and the mufl: in it fer-

ments a fecond time : at this time it is neceflary that the anker be quite full ; the

fcum which fettles at the bung-hole mufl be taken off, and the anker always filled

up with more mufl:, which is kept ready for that purpofe ; this is continued till

Chriflmas, when the anker may be fl:opped up ; at lafl: the wine is ready in February

and bottled. It is likewife ufual here to put fome of the ripe grapes into a veffel,

in order to make a vinegar ; and that which is got by this means is very good. Se-

veral people made brandy from thefe grapes, which has a very pleafant tafl;e, but is

ftil! more pleafant if the fruits of the perfimon are mixed with it. The wood of thefe

vines is of no ufe, it is fo brittle that it cannot be ufed for fl.icks : on cutting into the

Item, a white, infipid refm comes out a few hours after the wound is made. In

many gardens vines are planted for the purpofe of making aibours, for which they

are indeed excellent ; as their large and plentiful leaves form a very clofe coveragainlt

the fcorching heat of the fun. When the vines flower here in May and Jane, the

flowers exhale a fl:rong, but exceeding pleafant and refrefliing fmell, which is per-

ceptible even at a great din;ance. Therefore on coming into the woods about that time,

you may judge from the fweet perfume in the air, arifing from the flowers of the

vines, that you are near them, though you do not fee them. Though the winters be
ever fo fevere, yet they do not afteft the vines. Each grape is about the fize of a
pea, but further foulhward they are faid to be of the fize of common raifins, and of
a fine flavour. Further up in the country, during a part of autumn, they are the

chief food of bears, who climb up the trees in order to pluck them. People are of
opinion, that if the wild vines were cultivated with more care, the grapes would grow
larger, and more palatable.

December the 5th. I fliall here mention two prognofl.ics of the weather, which
were greatly valued here. Some people ]iretended to foretel that the enfuing winter

would not be a fevere one : this they conjccfured from having feen wild geefe and
other migratory birds go to the fouth in Odobcr, but return a few days ago in great

numbers, and even pafs on further to tl>e north. Indeed, the enfuing winter was one
of the moft temperate ones.

Several perfons likewife affured us that we fliould have rain before to-morrow night.

The reafon they gave for this conjedure was, that this morning at fun-rifing, from
their windows they had fecn every thing very plainly on the other fide of the river, fo

that it appeared much nearer than ufual, and that this commonly foreboded rain. This
prefage was likewife pretty exadly fulfilled.

The Indians, before the arrival of the Europeans, had no notion of the ufe of iron,

though that metal was abundant in their country. However, they know in fome
nicafure how to make ufex)f copper. Some Dutchmen who hved here, flill prefcrved

5 the
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the old account among them, that their ancedors, on tlieir firft fetth'ng In New York,
had met with many of the Indians, who had tobacco pipes of copper, and who made
them underltand by figns, that they got them in the neighbourhood : afterwards the
fine copper mine was difcovered, upon the focond river between Elizabeth-town and
New York. On digging in this mine, the people met with holes worked in the
mountain, out of which fome copper had been taken, and they found even feme
tools, which the Indians probably made ufe of, when they endeavoured to get the
metal for their pipes. Such holes in the mountains have likewife been found ia
fome parts of Penfylvania, viz. below Newcaflle towards the fea fide, and always
fome marks of a copper ore along with them. Some people have conjeftured, that
the Spaniards, after difcovcring Mexico, failed along the coafls of North America and
landed now and then, in order to enquire whether any gold or filver was to be met
with, and that they perhaps made thefe holes in the mountains ; but fuppofing them to
have made fuch a voyage along the coafts, they could not immediately have found out
the copper mines ; and they probably did not flop to blaft this ore, as they were bent
only upon gold and fdver ; it is therefore almofl undoubted that the Indians dug thefe
holes : or may we be allowed to fufped that our old Normans, long before the dif-

coveries of Columbus, came into thefe parts, and met with fuch veins of copper
when they failed to what they called the excellent Wineland *, of which our ancient
traditional records called Sagor fpcak, and which undoubtedly was North America ?

But in regard to this, I fliall have occafion in the fequel better to explain my fen-
tinients. It was remarkable, that in all thofe places where fuch holes have lately

been found in the mountains, which manifeftly feem to have been dug by men, they
were always covered with a great quantity of earth, as if they were intended to re-

main hidden from ftrangers.

Dec. 6th. On long voyages the failors fometimes catch fuch fifli as are known to
none of the fhip's company ; but as they are very greedy after frefli provifions, they
feldom abflain from eating them ; however it proves often venturing too much, ex-
perience having fliown, that their want of caution has often cofl them their lives,

for fometimes poifonous fifli are caught. But there is a method of finding them out,
as I have heard from feveral captains of fliips ; it is ufual when fuch unknown fifli

are boiled, to put a filver button, or any piece of filver, into the kettle, which, if

the fifh be poifonous, will turn quite black, but if it be not, it will not change : fome
of the feamen referred to their own repeated experience f.

IMr. Franklin and feveral other gentlemen frequently told me, that a powerful Indian,
who poifeffed Rhode Ifland, had fold it to the Englifh for a pair of fpedlacles : it is

large enough for a prince's domain, and makes a peculiar government at prcfent. This
Indian knew to fet a true value upon a pair of fpedacles : for undoubtedly if thofe
glafles were not fo plentiful, and only a few of them could be found, they would, on
account of their great ufe, bear the fame price with diamonds.

The fervants which are made ufe of in the Englifli American colonies are either free

perfons, or flaves, and the former are again of two different forts.

• See for this opinion the fcarce and curious work intituled, " Torfasi hiftoria Vinlandias antique feu
partis America; feptentrinnalis." Hafni-x, 17 15, 410. F.

f 'I'his experiment with the filver fuppofes, that the broth of the fifh would be fo ftrong as to aft as
a folvent upon the filver ; but there may be poifons, which would not affedt the filver, and however prove
fatal to men ; the furcft way therefore would be to fiipprefs that appetite, which may become fatal not
ealy tea few men of the crew, butalfo endanger the whole (hip, by the lofsof necefTary hands. F.

3 s 2 Firft,
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Firft, Thofe who are quite free ferve by the year ; they are not only allowed to

leave their fervice at the expiration of their year, but may leave it at any time when they

do not agree with their mafters. However, in that cafe they are in danger of lofmg

their wages, which are very confiderable. A man-fervant who has fome abilities, gets

between fixteen and twenty pounds in Penfylvania currency, but thofe in the country

do not get fo much. A fervant-maid gets eight or ten pounds a year ; thefe fervants

have their food befides their wages, but muft buy their own clothes, and what they get

of thefe, they rnufl thank their mailer's goodnefs for.

Second, The fecond kind of free fervants confift of fuch perfons as annually come

from Germany, England, and other countries, in order to fettle here. Thefe new
comers are very numerous every year : there are old and young ones, and of both

fexes ; fome of them have fled from oppreflion, under which they fuppofed themfelves

to have laboured. Others have been driven from their country by perfecution on ac-

count of religion ; but mofl; of them are poor, and have not money enough to pay their

paflage, which is between fix and eight pounds fterling for each perfon ; therefore

they agree with the captain that ihey will fuffer themfelves to be fold f6r a few years,

on their arrival. In that cafe the perfon who buys them, pays the freight for them ;

but frequently very old people come over, who cannot pay their paflage, they therefore

fell their children, fo that they ferve both for themfelves and for their parents : there

are likewife fome who pay part of their palTage, and they are fold only for a (hort

lime. From thefe circumftances it appears, that the price of the poor foreigners who
come over to North America is not equal, and that fome of them ferve longer than

others : when their time is expired, they get a new fuit of clothes from their

mafl:er, and fome other things : he is likewife obliged to feed and clothe them during

the years of their fervitude. Many of the Germans who come hither, bring money
enough with them to pay their paflTage, but rather fuffer themfelves to be fold, with a

view, that during their fervitude they may get fome knowledge of the language and

quality of the country, and the like, that they may the better be able to confider what

they fhall do when they have got their liberty. Such fervants are taken preferable to

all others, becaufe they are not fo dear ; for to buy a negroe or black flave requires

too much money at once ; and men or maids who get yearly wages, are likewife too

dear ; but this kind of fervants may be got for half the money, and even for Icfs ;
for

they commonly pay fourteen pounds, Penfylvania currency, for a perfon who is to

ferve four years, and fo on in proportion. Their wages therefore are not above three

pounds Penfylvania currency per annunri This kind of fervants, the Eiiglifh call fer-

vings. When a perfon has bought fuch a fervant for a certain number of years, and

has an intention to fell him again, he is at liberty to do fo ; but he is obliged, at the

expiration of the term of the fervitude, to provide the ufual fuit of cloaths for the fer-

'" vant, unlefs he has made that part of the bargain with the purchafer. The Englifli and

Irifli commonly fell thcmfclv(>s for four years, but the Germans frequently agree with

the captain before they fct out, to pay him a certain fum of money, for a certain num-
ber of perfons ; as foon as they arrive in America, they go about and try to get a man
who will pay the pafliagc for them : in return they give according to the circumfliances,

one or feveral of their children, to ferve a certain number of years : at lafl they make
their bargain with the higheft bidder.

Third, The negroes or blacks make the third kind. They are in a manner flaves ;

for when a negro is once bought, he is the purchafcr's fervant as long as he lives, un-

lefs he gives him to another, or makes him free. However, it is not in the power of

the mailer to kill his negro for a fault, but he mufl leave it to the magiftrates to pro-

.i ' ceed
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ceed according to the laws. Formerly the negroes were brought over from Africa,

and bought by almofl every one who could afford it. The quakers alone fcruplcd to

have flaves ; but they are no longer fo nice, and they have as many negroeii as other

people. However, many people cannot conquer the idea of its being contrary to the

laws of Chriftianity to keep ilaves. There are likewife feveral free negroes in town,
who have been lucky enough to get a very zealous quaker for their mafter, who gave
them their liberty, after they had faithfully ferved him for fome time.

At prefent they feldom bring over any negroes to the Englifh colonies, for tliofe

which were formerly brought thither, have multiplied confiderably. In regard to

their marriage, they proceed as follows : In cafe you have not only male but likewife

female negroes, they muft intermarry, and then the children are all your flaves ; but if

you poflefs a male negro only, and he has an inclination to marry a female belonging

to a difierent mafter, you do not hinder your negro in fo delicate a point ; but it is no
advantage to you, for the children belong to the mafter of the female ; it is therefore

advantageous to have negro-women. A man who kills his negro muft fuffer death for

it : there is not however an example here of a white man's having been executed on
this account. A few years ago it happened that a mafter killed, his flave ; his friends

and even the magiftrates fecretly advifed him to leave the country, as otherwife they

could not avoid taking him prifoaer, and then he would be condemned to die accord-

ing to the laws of the country, without any hopes of faving him. This lenity was em-
ployed towards him, that the negroes might not have the fatisfadion of feeing a mafter

executed for killing his flave ; for this would lead them to ail forts of dangerous
defigns againfl their maflers, and to value themfelves too much.
The negroes were formerly brought from Africa, as I mentioned before ; but now

this feldom happens, for they are bought in the Weft Indies, or American Iflands,

.

whither they were originally brought from their own country : for it has been found
that on tranfporting the negroes from Africa, immediately into thefe northern coun-
tries, they have not fuch a good ftate of health, as when they gradually change places,

and are firft carried from Africa to the Weft Indies, and from thence to North
America. It has frequently been found, that the negroes cannot ftand the cold here
fo well as the Europeans or whites ; for whilft the latter are not in the leaft affected by
the cold, the toes and fingers of the former are frequently frozen. There is likewife

a material difference among them in this point ; for thofe who come immediately from
Africa, cannot bear the cold fo well as thofe who are either born in this country, or
have been here for a confiderable time ; for the froft eafily hurts the hands or feet of

the negroes which come from Africa, or occafions violent pains in their whole body,

or in fome parts of it, though it does not at all affeft thofe who have been here for

fome time. There are frequent examples that the negroes on their paffage from
Africa, if it happens in winter, have fome of their limbs deffroyed by froft, on board r

the fhip, when the cold is but very inconfiderable, and the failors are fcarce obliged to

cover their hands. I was even affured, that fbmenegroes have been feen here, who have
had an exceffive pain in their legs, which afterwards broke in the middle, and dropped
entirely from the body, together with the flelh on them. Thus it is the fame cafe

with men here, as with plants which are brought from the fouthern countries, and
cannot accuftom themfelves to a colder climate.

The price of negroes differs according to their age, health, and abilities. A full-

grown negro cofts from forty pounds and upwards to a hundred, of Penfylvania cur-
rency. A negro boy or girl, of two or three years old, can hardly be got for lefs than

eight.
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eight or fourteen pounds in Penfylvania currency. Not only the quakcrs, but likcwife

feveral chriftians of" other denominations, fometimes fet their negroes at liberty. This

is done in the following manner : When a gentleman has a faithful negro, who has

done him great fervices, he fometimes declares him independent at his death. This is

however very expenfive ; for they are obliged to make a provifion for the negro thus

fet at liberty, to afford him fubfiftence when he is grown old, that he may not be

driven by neceflity to wicked adions, or that he may be at any body's charge, for thefe

free negroes become very lazy and indolent afterwards. But tlie children which the

free negro has begot during his fcrvitude, are all flaves, though their father be free.

On the other hand, thofe negro children are free whofe parents are at liberty. The
negroes in the North American colonies are treated more mildly, and fed better than

ihofe in the Wcfl: Indies. They have as good food as the reil of the fcrvants, and

they poffefs equal advantages in all things, except their being obliged to ferve their

•whole life-time, and get no other wages than what their mailer's goodnefs allows them :

they are likewife clad at their matter's expence. On the contrary, in the Well Indies,

and efpeciaily in the Spanifli iflands, they are treated very cruelly ; therefore no threats

make more imprefiion upon a negro here, than that of fending him over to the Weft
Indies, in cal'e he would not reform. It has likewife been frequently found by expe-

rience, that when you fliow too much remiflhefs to thefe negroes, they grow fo oblUnate,

that they will no longer do any thing but of their own accord : therefore a ftridc dif-

cipline is very neceffary, if their mafter expefts to be fatisfied with their fervices.

In the year 1620, fome negroes were brought to North America in a Dutch fhip,

and in Virginia they bought twenty of them. Thefe are laid to have been the hrft that

came hither. When the Indians, who were then more numerous in the country than

at prefent, law thefe black people for the firft time, they thought they were a true breed

of devils, and therefore they called them Manitto for a great while : this word in their

language fignifics not only God, but likewife the devil. Sometime before that, when
they faw the firft European fliip on their coafts, they were perfedly perfuaded that God
himfelf was in the flu"p. This account I got from fome Indians, who preferved it among
them as a tradition which they had received from their anceftors : therefore the arrival

of the negroes feemed to them to have confufcd every thing ; but fince that time, they

have entertained lefs difagrccable notions of the negroes, for at prefent many live

among them, and they even fometimes intermarry, as I myfelf have feen.

The negroes have therefore been upwards of a hundred and thirty years in this

country : but the winters hei-e, efpeciaily m New England and New York, are as fevere

as our Swedilli winters. I therefore very carefully enquired, whether the cold had not

been obferved to affed the colour of the negroes, and to change it, fo that the third or

fourth generation from the firft that came hither, were not lo black as their anceftors.

But I V as generally anfwered, that there was not the kaft difference of colour to be

perceived ; and that a negro born here, of parents which were likewife born in this

country, and whofe anceftors both men and women had all been blacks born in this

country, up to the third or fourth generation, was not at all different in colour from
thofe negroes who are brought diredly over from Africa. From hence many people

conclude, that a negro or his pofterity do not change colour, though they continue ever

fo long in a cold climate ; but the mixing of a white man with a negro woman, or of

a negro with a white woman, has a different eikd ; thireiore to prevent any difagree-

able mixtures of the white people and negroes, and that the negroes may not form too

great an opinion of themfelves, lo the difadvantagc of their maiters, I am told there is

a law
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a Taw made, prohibiting the whites of both fexes to marry negroes, under pain of death,

and deprivation of the clergyman who marries them ; but that the whites and blacks

fometimes mix, appears from children of a mixed complexion, which arc fometimes

born.

It is likewife greatly to be pitied, that the mafters of thefe negroes in mod of the

Englifh colonies take little care of their fpirituai welfare, and let them live on in

their Pagan darknefs. There are even fome, who would be very ill pleafed at, and
would by all means hinder their negroes from being inftrufted in the doctrines of
Chriftianity ; to this they are partly led by the conceit of its being fhameful, to have
a fpirituai brother or filler among fo defpicablea people; partly by thinking that thev

fhould not be able to keep their negroes fo meanly afterwards ; and partly through
fear of the negroes growing too proud, on feeing themfelves upon a level with their

mafters in religious matters.

Several writings are well known, which mention, that the negroes in South Amf^rica

have a kind of poifon with which they kill each other, though the efFeft is not fudden,

but happens a long time after the perfon has taken it : the fame dangerous art of
poifoning is known by the negroes of North America, as has frequently been ex-

perienced. However only a few of them know the fecret, and they likewife know the

remedy againft it, therefore when a negro feels himfelf poifoned, and can recoUecl: the

enemy who might poflibly have given him the poifon, he goes to him, and endeavours
by money and entreaties to move him to deliver him from the poifon ; but if the negro
is malicious, he does not only deny that he ever poifoned him, but likewife that he
knows a remedy againft it : this poifon does not kill immediately, for fometimes the

fjck perfon dies fome years after. But from the moment he has the poifon, he falls

into a confumption, and enjoys few days of good health : fuch a poor wretch often

knows that he is poifoned, the moment he gets the poifon. The negroes commonly
employ it on fuch of their brethren as behave well, are beloved by their mafters, and
feparate as it were from their countrymen, or do not like to converfe with them.
They have likewife often other reafons for their enmity ; but there are few examples
of their having poifoned their mafters. Perhaps the mild treatment they receive,

keeps them from doing it, or perhaps they fear that they may be difcovered, and that,

in fuch a cafe, the fevereft punifltments would be inflicled on them.

They never difcover what the poifon confifts of, and keep it fecret beyond concep-

tion. It is probable that it is a very common thing, which may be got all the world
over, for wherever they are they can always eafily procure it. Therefore it eanngt be
a plant, as feveral learned men have thought; for that is not to be met with every

where. I have heard many accounts here of negroes who have been killed by this

poifon. I ftiall only mention one incident, which happened during my ftay in this

country. A man here had a negro who was exceedingly faithful to him, and behaved
fo well, that he would not have given him for twenty other negroes. His mafter

likewife (hewed him a peculiar kindnefs, and the flave's condud: equalled that of the

beft Chriftian fervant ; he likewife converfed as-little aspoflible with the other negroes;

on that account they hated him to excefs ; but as he was fcarce ever in company with,

them, they had no opportunity of conveying the poifon to him, which they had often

tried. However, on coming, to town during the fair (for he lived in the country),

fome other negroes invited him to drink with tliem. At firft he would not, but they

prefTed him till he was obliged to comply. As foon as he came into the room, the

others took a pot from the wall and pledged him, defiring him to drink likewife : he
draokj
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drank, but when he took the pot from his mouth, he faid, what beer is this ? It is full

of ***«**.
I purpofely omit what he mentioned, for it feems undoubtedly to have

been the name of the poifon with which malicious negroes do fo much harm, and which

is to be met with alnioiT: every where. It might be too much employed to wicked

purpofes, and it is therefore better that it remains unknown. The other negroes and

negro-women fell a laughing at the complaints of their hated countryman, and danced

and fung as if they had done an excellent action, and had at laft obtained the point fo

much wi(hcd-for. The innocent negro went away immediately, and, when he got home,

faid, that the other negroes had certainly poifoned him : he then fell into a confumption,

and no remedy could prevent his death.

Dec. 7th. In the morning I undertook again a little journey to Raccoon, in New
Jerfey.

It docs not fecm difficult to find out the reafons why the people multiply more here

than in Europe. As foon as a perfon is old enough, he may marry in thefe provinces,

without ai;y fear of poverty ; for there is fuch a tract of good ground yet uncultivated,

that a new-married man can, without difficulty, get a fpot of ground, where he may
fufficiently fubfift with his wife and children. The taxes are very low, and he need not

be under any concern on their account. The liberties he enjoys are fo great, that he

confiders himfelf as a prince in his pofleffions. I (hall here demonftrate, by fome plain

examples, what effeSt fuch a conftitution is capable of.

Maons Keen, one of the Swedes in Raccoon, was now near feventy years old : he

had many children, grandchildren, and great-grand-children ; fo that, of thofe who
were yet alive, he could mufter up forty-five perfons. Befides them, feveral of his

children and grand-children died young, and fome in a mature age. He was,

therefore uncommonly blelTed. Yet his happinefs is not comparable to that which

h to be feen in the following examples, and which I have extracted from the Phila-

delphia gazette.

In the year 1732, died at Ipfwich, in New England, Mrs. Sarah Tuthil, a widow, aged

eighty- fix years. She had brought fixteen children into the world ; and from fevenof

them only, flie had feen one hundred and feventy-feven grand-children and great-

grand-children.

In 1739, May 30th, the children, grand, and great-grand-children, of Mr. Richard

Buttington, in the parifli of Chefter, in Penfylvania, were aifembled In his houfe ; and

they made together one hundred and fifteen perfons. The parent of thefe children,

Richard Buttington, who was born In England, was then entering Into his eighty-fifth

year ; and was at that time quite frefh, a£tivc, and fenfible. His eldeft fon, then fixty

years old, was the firft Englifhman born In Penfylvania.

In 1742, 8th of Jan., died at Trenton, in New Jerfey, Mrs. Sarah -Fui man, a

widow, aged ninety-feven years. She was born In New England, and left five children,

fixty-one grand-children, one hundred and eighty-two great-grand-childrcn, and twelve

great-great-grand-children, who were all alive when fhe died.

In 1739, 28th of Jan., died at South Kingfton, in New England, Mrs. Maria Hazard.

a widow, in the hundredth year of her age. She was born In Rhode Illand, and was

a grandmother of the then vice-governor of that ifland, Mr. George Hazard. She
could count altogether five hundred children, grand-children, great-grand-children,

and great-grcat-grand-children. When fhe died, two hundred and five perfons of them
were alive ; a grand-daughter of hers had already been grandmother near fifteen

years.

In
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In this manner, the ufual wifh of blefling in our liturgy, that the new-married couple
may fee their grand children, till the third and fourth generation, has been literally

fulfilled in regard to fome of thefe perfons*.

Dec. 9th. In every country we commonly meet with a number of infefts ; of which
many, though they be ever fo fmall and contemptible, can do confiderable damage to

the inhabitants. Of thefe dangerous infefts there are likewife fome in North
America : fome are peculiar to that country, others are common to Europe likewife.

I have already mentioned the mofquitoes as a kind of difagreeable gnats ; and another
noxious infeft, the bruchus pifi, which deftroys whole fields with peafe. I fhall here
add fome more.

There are a kind of locufts, which about every feventeenth year, come hither in

incredible numbers. They come out of the ground in the middle of May, and make,
for fix weeks together, fuch a noife in the trees and woods, that two perfons who
meet in fuch places, cannot underftand each other, unlcfs they fpeak louder than the

locufts can chirp. During that time, they make with the ftipg in their tail, holes into

the foft bark of the little branches on the trees, by which means thefe branches are

ruined. They do no other harm to the trees or other plants. In the interval, between
the years when they are fo numerous, they are only feen or heard fingle in the woods.

There is likewife a kind of caterpillars in thefe provinces, which eat the leaves from
the trees. They are alfo innumerable in fome years. In the intervals there are but
few of them : but when they come, they ftrip the tree fo entirely of their leaves, that

the woods in the middle of fummer are as naked as in winter. They eat all kinds of
leaves, and very few trees are left untouched by them : as, about that time of the year,

the heat is raoft exceffive, the ftripping the trees of their leaves has this fatal confequence,
that they cannot withftand the heat, but dry up entirely. In this manner, great forefts

are fometimes entirely ruined. The Swedes, who live here, Ihewed me, here and there,

great trafts in the woods, where young trees were now growing, inftead of the old ones,

which fome years ago had been deftroyed by the caterpillars. Thefe caterpillars

afterwards change into moths, or phalasna;, which fhall be defcribed in the fequel, in

their proper places.

In other years the grafs-worms do a great deal of damage in feveral places, both in the

meadows and corn-fields. For the fields are at certain times over-run with great armies

of thefe worms, as with the other infedts
; yet it is very happy that thefe many plagues

do not come all together. For in thofe years, when the locufts are numerous, the

caterpillars and grafs-worms are not very confiderable, and it happens fo with the latter

kinds, fo that only one of the three kinds comes at a time. Then there are feveral

years when they are very fcarce. The grafs-worms have been obferved to fettle

chiefly in a fat foil ; but as foon as careful hu(bandmen difcover them, they draw
narrow channels with almoft perpendicular fides quite round the field in which the

worms are fettled j then, by creeping further, they all fall into the ditch, and cannot

get out again. I was aflured, by many perfons, that thefe three forts of infeds fol-

lowed each other pretty clofely ; and that the locufts came in the firft year, the cater-

pillars in the fecond, and the grafs-worms in the laft : I have likewife found, by my own
experience, that this is partly true.

Moths, or tinea;, which eat the clothes, are likewife abundant here. I have feen

cloth, worfted gloves, and other woollen ftufFs, which had hung all the fummer locked

" Mr. Kalm fpeaks here of tlie Swedift liturgy.
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up in a flirine, and had not been taken care of, quite cut through by thefe worms, [o

that whole pieces tell out. Furs, which had been kept in the garret, were frequently

fo ruined by worms, that the hair went off by handfuls. I am, however, not certain

whether thefe worms were originally in the country, or whether they were brought

ever from Europe.

Fleas arelikewife to be found in this part of the world. Many thoufands were undoubt-

edly brought over from other countries
;

yet immenfe numbers of them have certainly

been herefince time immemorial. I havefeen them on the grey fquirrels, and on the

hares which have been killed in fuch defart parts of this country, where no human

creature ever lived. As 1 afterwards came further up into the country, and was obliged

to lie at night in the huts and beds of the Indians, 1 was fo plagued by immenfe quan-

tities of fleas that 1 imagined I was put to the torture. They drove me from the

bed and I was very glad to flecp on the benches below the roof of the huts. But it is

eafy to conceive that the many dogs which the Indians keep, breed fleas without end.

Dogs and men lie promifcucufly in the huts ; and a ftranger can hardly lie down and

(hut his eyes, but he is in danger of being either fqueezcd to death, or ftifled by a

dozen or more dogs, which lie round him and upon him, in order to have a good

refl;ing place. For I imagine they do not expeft that ftrangers will venture to beat

them, or throw them off as their mafters and miilreffes commonly do.

The noify crickets (gryllus domefl;icus) which are fometimes to be met with in the

houfes in Sweden, I have not perceived in any part of Penfylvania or New Jerfey ; and

other people whom I have afked, could not fay that they had ever feen any. In fum-

mer there are a kind of black crickets * in the fields, which make exaftly the fame chirp-

ing noife as our houfe crickets. But they keep only to the fields, and were filent as

foon as winter or the cold weather came on. They fay it fometimes happens that thefe

field crickets take refuge in houfes, and chirp continually there, whilft it is warm

weather, or whilft the rooms are warm ; but as foon as it grows cold they are filent.

In fome parts of the province of New York, and in Canada, every farm-houfe, and mofl

of the houfes in the towns, fwarm with fo many, that no farm-houfe in our country can

be better ftocked with them. They continue their mufic there throughout the

whole winter.

Bugs (cimex leflularius) are very plentiful here. I have been fufiiciently tormented

by them in many places in Canada ; but I do not remember having feen any with

the Indians, during my ftay at Fort Frederick. The commander there, Mr. de Loufig-

nan told me, that none of the Illinois and other Indians of the weftern parts of North

America knew any thing of thefe vermin ; and he added, that he could with certainty

fay this from his own experience, having been among iheni for a great while. Yet

1 cannot determine whether bugs were firlt brought over by the Europeans, or whether

they have originally been in the country. Many people looked upon them as natives

of this country, and as a proof of it faid, that under the wings of bats the people had

often found bugs, which had eaten very deep into the flefli. It was therefore believed

that the bats had got them in fome hollow tree, and had afterwards brought them into

the houfes, as they connnonly fix tlamfelves dole to the wails, and creep into the little

chinks which they meet with ; but as I have never feen any bugs upon bats, I cannot

fay any thing upon that fubject. Perhaps a loufe or a tick (acarus) has been taken

* Perhaps it is the gryllus campeflris, or common black field cricket of Europe, of which Rocfcl, in his

work on infcfts, vol.2, Gtyll. 1. 13. has giving a tine drawing. 1".

for
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For a bug ; or, if a real bug has been found upon a bat's wing, it Is very eafy to con-

ceive that it fixed on the bat, whilfl; the latter was fitting in the chinks of a houfe flocked

with European bugs.

As the people here could not bear the inconvenience of thefe vermin, any more than

we can in Sweden, they endeavoured to expel thcni by different means. I have already

remarked, that the beds to that purpofe were made of faffafras wood, but that they

were only temporary remedies. Some perfons afl'ured me that they had found, from
their own experience, and by repeated trials, that no remedy was more effedual

towards the expulfion of bugs than the injefting of boiling water into all the cracks

where they are fettled, and Avafhing all the wood of the beds with it ; this being twice

or thrice repeated, the bugs are wholly deftroyed. But if there are bugs in neigh-

bouring houfes, they will fallen to one's clothes, and thus be brought over into other

houfes.

I cannot fay whether thefe remedies are good or no, as I have not tried them ; but

by repeated trials I have been convinced that fulphur, if it be properly employed,

entirely deftroys bugs and their eggs in beds and walls, though they were ten times

more numerous than the ants in an ant-hill*.

The mill-beetles, or cock-roaches, are likewife a plague of North America, and are

fettled in many of its provinces. The learned Dr. Golden was of opinion that thefe

infefts were properly natives of the Well Indies, and that thofe that were found in

North America were brought over from thofe iflands. To confirm his opinion, he

faid, that it was yet daily feen how the fhips coming with goods from the Well Indies

to North America, brought mill-beetles with them in great numbers. But from the

obfervations which I have made in this country, I have reafon to believe that thefe

infefts have been on the continent of North America time immemorial. Yet notwith-

ftanding this I do not deny their being brought over from the Well Indies. They
are in almoll every houfe in the city of New York ; and thofe undoubtedly came over

in fhips. But how can that be faid of thofe mill-beetles which are found in the midfl

of the woods and deferts ?

The Englifh likewife call the mill-beetles cock-roaches, and the Dutch give them

the name of cackerlack. The Swedes in this country call them brodoetare, or bread-

eaters, on account of the damage they do to the bread, which I am going to defcribe.

Dr. Linna;us calls them blatta orientalis. Many of the Swedes call them likewife

kackerlack. They are not only obferved in the houfes, but in the fummer they appear

often in the woods, and run about the trees which are cut down. On bringing in all

forts of old rotten blocks of wood for fuel, in February, I difcovered feveral cock-

roaches fettled in them ; they were at firfl quite torpid, or as it were dead ; but after

lying in the room for a while, they recovered, became very lively, and began to run

about. I afterwards found very often, that when old rotten wood was brought home in

winter, and cut in pieces for fuel, the cock-roaches were got into it in numbers, and

lay in it in a torpid ftate. In the fame winter, a fellow cut down a great dry tree, and

was about to fplit it. I then obferved in a crack, fome fathoms above the ground,

feveral cock-roaches together with the common ants. They were, it feenis, crept up

a great way, in order to find a fecure place of abode againfl winter. On travelling, in

the middle of October 1749, through the uninhabited country between the Englifli

and French colonies, and making a fire at night near a thick half-rotten tree, on the

• A (lill more infallible remedy is to wafh all the furniture infedled with that vermin, with a folution

ofarfenic. F.

•I T 2 fhore
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{hore of Lake Champlain, numbers of cock-roaches came out of the wood, being

wakened by the fmoke and the fire, which had driven them out of their holes. The
Frenchmen, who were then in my company, did not not know them, and could not

give them any name. In Canada the French did not remember feeing any in the

houfes. In Penfylvania, I am told, they run in immenfe numbers about the (heaves

of corn, during the harveft. At other times they live commonly in the houfes in the

Englifh fettlements, and lie in the crevices, efpecially in the cracks of thofe beams which

fupport the ceiling, and are nearefl: to the chimney.

They do a deal of damage by eating the foft parts of the bread. If they have once made

a hole into a loaf, they will in a little time eat all the foft part in it, fo that on cutting

the loaf, nothing but the cruft is left. I am told they likewife eat other victuals.

Sometimes they bite people's nofes or feet, whilfl: they are afleep. An old Swede,

called Suen Laock, a grandfon of the Rev. Mr. Laockenius, one of the firft Swedifh

clergymen that came to Penfylvania, told me, that he had in his younger years been

once very much frightened on account of a cock-roach, which crept into his ear whilft

he was afleep. He waked fuddenly, jumped out of bed, and felt that the infedl:, pro-

bably out of fear, was endeavouring with all its ftrength to get deeper. Thefe attempts

of the cock-roach were fo painful to him, that he imagined his head was burfting,

and he was almofl; fenfelefs ; however he haftened to the well, and bringing up a

bucket full of water, threw fome into his ear. As foon as the cock-roach found

itfelf in danger of being drowned, it endeavoured to fave itfelf, and puflied backwards

out of the ear, with its hind feet, and thus happily delivered the poor man from his

fears.

The wood-lice are difagreeable infeds, which in a manner are worfe than the pre-

ceding ; but as I have already defcribed them in a peculiar memoir, which is printed

among the memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences for the year 1754, I refer my
readers to that account.

Dec. nth. This morning I made a little excurfion to Penn's Neck, and further

over the Delaware to Wilmington. The country round Penn's Neck has the fame

qualities as that about other places in this part of New Jerfey. For the ground confifls

chiefly of fand, with a thin ftratum of black foil. It is not very hilly, but chiefly flat,

and in mofl: places covered v/ith open woods of fuch trees as have annual leaves, efpe-

cially oak. Now and then you fee a fmgle farm, and a little corn-field round it.

Between them are here and there little marflies or fwamps, and fometimes a brook

with water, which has a very flow motion.

The woods of thefe parts confifl: of all forts of trees, but chiefly of oak and hiccory.

Thefe woods have certainly never been cut down, and have always grown without

hindrance. It might therefore be expedted that there are trees of an uncommon great

age to be found in them ; but it happens otherwife, and there are very few trees three

hundred years old. Mofl: of them are only two hundred years old j and this convinced

me that trees have the fame quality as animals, and die after they are arrived at a cer-

tain age. Thus wc find great woods here, but when tTie trees in them have fl:ood an

hundred and fifty or an hundred and eighty years, they are either rotting within, or

lofing their crown, or their wood becomes quite foft, or their roots are no longer able

to draw in fufiicient npurifliment, or they die from fome other caufe. Therefore when
ftorms blow, which lometimes happens here, the trees are broke oflF either jufl: above

the root, or in the middle, or at the fummit. Several trees are likewife torn out with

their roots by the power of ihe winds. The fl;ormsthus caufe great devaftations in thefe

forefts. Everywhere you fee trees thrown down by the winds, after they aye too

10 much
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much weakened by one or the other of the above-mentioned caufcs to be able to refift

their fury. Fire likewife breaks out often in the woods, and burns the trees half way
from the root, fo that a violent guft of wind cafily throws them down.
On travelling through thefe woods, I purpofely tried to find out, by the pofition of

the trees which were fallen down, which winds are the ftrongefl: hereabouts. But I-

could not conclude any thing with certainty, for the trees fell on all fides, and lay

towards all the points of the compafs. I therefore judged, that any wind which blows
from that fide where the roots of the tree are weakeft and fhorteft, and where it can
make the lead refiftance, mufl root it up and throw it down. In this manner the

old trees die away continually, and are fucceeded by a young generation. Thofe
which are thrown down lie on the ground and putrify, fooner or later, and by that

means increafe the black foil, into which the leaves are likewife finally changed, which
drop abundantly in autumn, are blown about by the winds for fome time, but are

heaped up, and lie on both fides of the trees, which are fallen down. It requires

feveral years before a tree is entirely reduced to duft. When the winds tear up a tree

with the roots, a quantity of loofe foil commonly comes out with, and fticks to them
for fome time, but at laft it drops off, and forms a little hillock, which is afterwards

augmented by the leaves, which commonly gather about the roots. Thus feveral

inequalities are formed in the woods, fuch as little holes and hills ; and by this means
the upper foil mufl: likewife be heaped up in fuch places.

Some trees are more inclined to putrify than others. The tupelo-tree (nyfla), the
tulip-tree (liriodendron), and the fweet gum-tree (liquidanibar), became rotten in a
fhort time. The hiccory did not take much time, and the black oak fell fooner to

pieces than the white oak ; but this was owing to circumfl:ances. If the bark remained
on the wood, it was for the greateft part rotten, and entirely eaten by worms within,

in the fpace of fix, eight, or ten years, fo that nothing was to be found but a reddifh

brown dufl;. But if the bark was taken off, they would often lie twenty years before
they were entirely rotten. The fuddennefs of a tree's growth, the bignefs of its pores,
and the frequent changes of heat and wet in fummer, caufe it to rot fooner. To this it

muft be added, that all forts of infefts make holes into the ftems of the fallen trees, and by
that means the moifl:ure and the air get into the tree, which mufl of courfe forward
putrefaction. Mofl: of the trees here have deciduous or annual leaves. Many of
them begin to rot whilfl: they are yet fl:anding and blooming. This forms the hollow
trees, in which many animals make their nefts and places of refuge.

The breadth of the Delaware direftly oppofite Wilmington, is reckoned an Englifh
mile and a half; yet to look at it, it did not feem to be fo great. The depth of the
river, in the middle, is faid to be from four to fix fathoms here.

Dec. 1 2th. The joiners fay, that among the trees of this country they chiefly ufe

the black walnut-trees, the wild cherry-trees, and the curled maple. Of the black
walnut-trees (juglans nigra) there is yet a fufBcient quantity. However carelefs people
take pains enough to deftroy them, and fome peafants even ufe them as fuel. The
wood of the wild cherry-trees (prunus Virginianaj is very good, and looks exceedingly

well ; it has a yellow colour, and the older the furniture is, which is made of it, the

better it looks. But it is already difficult to get at it, for they cut it everywhere, and
plant it nowhere. The curled maple (acer rubrum) is a fpecies of the common red

maple, but likewife very difficult to be got. You may cut down many trees without
finding the wood which you want. The wood of the fweet gum-tree (liquidambar) is

merely employed in joiner's work, fuch as tables and other furniture. But it mufl not

be
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be brought near the fire, becaufe it w'arps. The firs and the white cedars (cupreffus

thyoides) are likewife made ufe of by the joiners for ditFerent forts of work.

The millers who attended the mill which flood here, faid, that the axletrees of the

wheels of the mill were made of white oak, and that they continued good three or four

years, but that the fir-wood does not keep fo well. The cogs of the mill-wheel and

the pullies are made of the wood of the white walnut-tree, becaufe it is the hardeft

which can be got here. The wood of mulberry-trees is of all others reckoned the mod
excellent for pegs and plugs in faips and boats.

At night I went over the river Delaware, from Wilmington to the ferrying-place, on

the New Jerfey fide.

Dec. 13th. In the morning I returned to Raccoon.

On many trees in the woods of this country, either on one of the fides, or in the

middle of a branch, or round a branch, are greater or lefler knobs or excrefcences.

Sometimes there is only a fingle one in a tree. In the fize there is a confiderable dif-

ference, for fome of thefe knobs are as big and bigger than a man's head, others are

only fmall. They projecb above the furface of the tree, like a tumor. Sometimes a

tree was quite covered with them. They do not lie on one fide only, but often form a

circle round a branch, and even round the ftem itfelf. The trees which have thefe

knobs are not always great ones, but fome not above a fathom high. The knobs com-
monly confifl of the fame parts as the wood itfelf, and look within like curled wood.

Some of them are hollow. When a knob on a little tree is cut open, we commonly
find a number of little worms in it, which are fometimes alfo common in the greater

knobs. This fhews the origin of the knobs in general. The tree is flung by infeds,

which lay their eggs under the bark, and from the eggs worms are afterwards hatched.

They occafion an extravafation of the fap, which gradually condenfes into a knob.

Only the trees with annual deciduous leaves have thefe knobs, and among them chiefly

the oak, of which again the black and Spanifli oak have the greatefl abundance of

knobs. The-afh trees, (fraxinus excelfior) and the red maple (acer rubrum) likewife

have enough of them. Formerly the Swedes, and more efpecially the Finlanders, who
are fettled here, made diflies, bowls, &c. of the knobs which were on the a(h-trees.

Thefe veffels, I am told, were very pretty, and looked as if they were made of curled

wood. The oak-knobs cannot be employed in this manner as they are commonly
worm-eaten and rotten within. At prefent the Swedes no longer make ufe of fuch

bowls and difhes, but make ufe of earthenware, or veffels made of other wood. Some
knobs are of an uncommon fize, and make a tree have a monflrous appearance. Trees

with knobs are very common in the woods of this country*.

The roads are good or bad according to the difference of the 'ground. In a fandy

foil the roads are dry and good ; but in a clayey one they are bad. The people here

are likewife very carelefs in mending them. If a rivulet be not very great, they do not

make a bridge over it ; and travellers may do as well as they can to get over : There-

fore many people are in danger of being drowned in fuch places, where the water is

* In Siberia, and in the province of Wiatka, in the government of Cazan, in Ruflia, the inhabitants

make ufe of the knobs, which are pretty frequently found in birches, to make bowls and other domellic

utenfils thereof. Tlity are turned, made pretty thin, and covered with a kind of varnifli, which gives

them a pretty appearance ; for liie utenfil looks yellow, and is marbled quite in a pidlurelque manner, with,

brown veins. The bell kind of thefe velTels aie made fo thin that they are femidiaphaiious, and when put

into hot water they grow quite pliant, and may be formed by main force, quite flit, but when ag.iin left

to theniftlves, and grown cold, they return to their original (hape. This kind of wood is called, in Kuflia,

kap, and the vedels made of it, kappowie tchaflikt, and are pretty high in price, when they are of the

befl kind, and well varniflied. F.

J rifen
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rifen by a heavy rain. When a tree falls acrofs the road, it is feldom cut off, to keep
the road clear, but the people go round it. This they can eafily do, fince the ground
is very even, and without (tones ; has no underwood or fhrubs, and the trees on it (land

much afiinder. Hence the roads here have fo many bendings.

The farms are niofl: of them fingle, and you feldom meet with even two together,

except in towns, or places which are intended for towns ; therefore there are but few
villages. Each farm has its corn-fields, its woods, its pallures and meadows. This

may perhaps have contributed fomething towards the extirpation of wolves, that they

everywhere met with houfes, and people who fired at them. Two or three farm-

houfes have generally a paftureor a wood in common, and there are feldom more to-

gether ; but mod of them have their own grounds divided from the others.

Dec. 1 8th. All perfons who intend to be married, muft either have their banns

publifhed three times from the pulpit, or get a licence from the governor. The banns

of the poorer fort of people only are publiflied, and all thofe who are a little above

them get a licence from the governor. In that licence he declares that he has examined

the affair, and found no obftacles to hinder the marriage, and therefore he allows it.

The licence is figned by the governor ; but, before he delivers it, the bridegroom muft

come to him in company with two creditable and well-known men, who anfwer for him,

that there really is no lawful obftacle to his marriage. Thefe men muft fubfcribe a cer-

tificate, in which they make themfelves anfwerable for, and engage to bear all the

damages of, any complaints made by the relations of the perfons who intend to be

married, by their guardians, their mafters, or by thofe to whom they may have been

promifed before. For all thefe circumftances the governor cannot poffibly know.
They further certify that nothing hinders the intended marriage, and that nothing

is to be feared on that account. For a licence they pay five and twenty (hillings in

Penfylvanian money, at Philadelphia. The governor keeps twenty fliillings, or one

pound, and the remaining five fhillings belong to his fecretary. The licence is directed

only to proteftant clergymen. The quakers have a peculiar licence to their marriages.

But as it would be very troublefome, elpecially for thofe who live far from the gover-

nor's refidence, to come up to town for every licence, and to bring the men with them
who are to anfwer for them, the clergymen in the country commonly take a fufficient

number of licences and certificates, which are ready printed, with blanks left for the

names ; they give them occafionally, and get the common money, one pound five ftiil-

hngs, for each of them, befides fomething for their trouble. The money that they

have collected, they deliver to the governor as foon as they come to town, together

with the certificates, which are figned by two men, as above-mentioned ; they then

take again as many licences as they think fufficient : from hence we may conceive that

the governors in the Engliih North American colonies, befides their falaries, have very

confiderable revenues *.

There is a great mixture of people of all forts in thefe colonies, partly of fuch as are

lately come over from Europe, and partly of luch as have not yet any fettled place of

abode. Hence it frequently happens that when a clergyman has married fuch a couple,

the bridegroom fays he has no money at prcfent, but v/ould pay the fee at the firft op-

portunity : however he goes oft" with his wife, and the clergyman never gets his due.

* Though it is very dtfirable that the members of the church of England may enjoy the fame religious

liberty in America as the reft of their fellow-fubjecls, and have every part of their rihgious eftabhfhment

among themfelves, and that therefore bilhops might be introduced in America, it is however to be

feared tliis will prove one of the obllacles to the introducing of Englidi bilhops in that part of the

world.

This
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This proceeding has given occafion to a cuftom which is now common in Maryland.

When the clergyman marries a very poor couple, he breaks ofF in the middle of the

liturgy, and cries out. Where is my fee ? The man mufl: then give the money, and the

clergyman proceeds ; but if the bridegroom has no money, the clergyman defers the

marriage till another time, when the man is better provided. People of fortune, of

whom the clergyman is fure to get his due, need not fear this difagreeable queftion,

when they are married.

However, though the parfon has got licences to marry a couple, yet if he be not

very careful, he may get into very difagreeable circumftances ; for in many parts of the

country there is a law made, which, notwithftanding the governor's licence, greatly

limits a clergyman in fome cafes. He is not allowed to marry a couple who are not

yet of age, unlefs he be certain of the confent of their parents. He cannot marry fuch

ftrangers as have bound themfelves to ferve a certain number of years, in order to pay

off their paffage from Europe, without the confent of their matters ; if he a£l;s without

their confent, or in oppofition to it, he muft pay a penalty of fifty pounds, Penfylvania

currency, though he has the licence, and the certificate of the two men who are to

anfwer for any objeftion. But parents or matters give themfelves no concern about

thefe men, but take hold of the clergyman, who is at liberty to profecute thofe who
gave him the certificate, and to get his damages repaid. With the confent of the pa-

rents and matters, he may marry people without danger to himfelf. No clergyman is

allowed to marry a negro with one of European extraflion, or he muft pay a penalty

of one hundred pounds, according to the laws of Penfylvania.

There is a very peculiar diverting cuttom here, in regard to marrying. When a man
dies, and leaves his widow in great poverty, or fo that (he cannot pay all the debts with

what little fhe has left ; and that, notwithttanding all that, there is a perfon who will
'

marry her, fhe muft be married in no other habit than her fliift. By that means,

fhe leaves to the creditors of her deceafed hufljand her cloaths, and every thing which

they find in the houfe. But {he is not obliged to pay them any thing more, becaufe

fhe has left them all fhe was worth, even her cloaths, keeping only a fhift to cover her,

which the laws of the country cannot refufe her. As foon as fhe is married, and no

longer belongs to the deceafed hufband, fhe puts on the cloaths which the fecond has

given her. The Swedifh clergymen here have often been obliged to marry a woman
in a drefs which is fo little expenfive, and fo light. This appears from the regifters kept

in the churches, and from the accounts given by the clergymen themfelves. I have

likewife often feen accounts of fuch marriages in the Englifh gazettes, which are printed

in thefe colonies; and I particularly remember the following relation: A woman went,

with no other drefs than her fhift, out of the houfe of her deceafed hufband to that of

her bridegroom, who met her halfway with fine new cloaths, and faid, before all who
were prefent, that he lent them his bride ; and put them on her with his own hands. It

feems he faid that he lent the cloaths, lett, if he had faid he gave them, the creditors of

the firft hufband fhould come and take them from her
;
pretending, that fhe was looked

upon as the relicl of her firft hufband, before fhe was married to the fecond.

Dec. 2 1 ft. It feems very probable, from the following obfervations, that long before

the arrival of the Swedes, there have been Europeans in this province ; and, in the

fequel, we fhall give more confirmations of this opinion. The fame old Maons Keen,

whom 1 have already mentioned before, told me repeatedly, that, on the arrival of the

Swedes in the laft century, and on their making a fettlement, called Helfingburg, on
the banks of the Delaware, fomewhat below the place where Salem is now fituated

;

they found, at the depth of twenty feet, fome wells, inclofed with walls. This could

not



kalm's Travels in north America. 513

not be a work of the native, Americans, or Indians, as bricks were entirely unknown to

them when the Europeans firfl; fettled here, at the end of the fifteenth century ; and

they flill lefs knew how to make ufe of them. The wells were at that time on the

land ; but in fuch a place, on the banks of the Delaware, as is fometimes under water,

and fometimes dry. But fmce the ground has been fo waflied away, that the wells are

entirely covered by the river, and the water is feldom low enough to fliew the wells.

As the Swedes afterwards made new wells for themfelves, at fome diftance from the

former, they difcovered in the ground, fome broken earthen veffels, and fome entire

good bricks ; and they have often got them out of the ground by ploughing.

From thefe marks, it fecms we may conclude, that, in times of yore, either Euro-

peans, orother people of the then civilized parts of the world, have been carried hither

by florms, or other accidents, fettled here, on the banks of the river, burnt bricks, and
made a colony here ; but that they afterwards mixed with the Indians, or were killed

by them. They may gradually, by converfing with the Indians, have learnt their m.an-

ners, and turn of thinking. The Swedes themfelves are accufed, that they were already

half Indians, when the Englifli arrived in the year 1682. And we ftill fee, that the

French, Englifli, Germans, Dutch, and other Europeans, who have lived for feveral

years together in diftant provinces, near and among the Indians, grow fo like them, in

their behaviour and thoughts, that they can only be diflinguiflied by the difference of

their colour. But hiftory, together with the tradition among the Indians, affures us,

that the above-mentioned wells and bricks cannot have been made at the time of Co-
lumbus's expedition, nor foon after ; as the traditions of the Indians fay, that thofe wells

were made long before that epocha. This account of the wells, which had been in-

clofed with bricks, and of fuch bricks as have been found in feveral places in the ground,

I have afterwards heard repeated by many other old Swedes.

Dec. 2 2d. An old farmer foretold a change of the weather, becaufe the air was

very warm this day at noon, though the morning had been very cold. This he like-

wife concluded, from having obferved the clouds gathering about the fun. The
meteorological obfervations annexed to this work, will prove that his obfervation

was juft.

Dec. 31 ft. The remedies againft the tooth-ach are almoft as numerous as days in a

year. There is hardly an old woman but can tell you three or four fcore of them, of

which fhe is perfectly certain that they are as infallible and fpeedy in giving relief, as a

month's fafting, by bread and water, is to a burthenfome paunch. Yet it happens often,

nay, too frequently, that this painful difeafe eludes all this formidable army of reme-

dies. However, I cannot forbear obferving the following remedies, which have fome-

times, in this country, been found effectual againft the tooth-ach.

When the pains come from the hollownefs of the teeth, the following remedy is faid

to have had a good effeft : A little cotton is put at the bottom of a tobacco-pipe ; the

tobacco is put in upon it, and lighted ; and you fmoke till it is almoft burnt up. By
fmoking, the oil of the tobacco gets into the cotton, which is then taken out, and applied

to the tooth as hot as it can be fuffered.

The chief remedy of the Iroquois, or Iroquefe, againft the tooth-ach, occafioned by
hollow teeth, I heard of Captain Lindfey's lady, at Ofwego; and ftie afTured me, that

fre knew, from her own experience, that the remedy was effeflual. They take the feed

capfules of the Virginian Anemone, as foon as the feed is ripe, and rub them in pieces.

It will then be rough, and look like cotton. This cotton-like fubftance is dipped into

ftrong brandy, and then put into the hollow tooth, which commonly ceafes to ache foon

after. The brandy is biting or fharp, and the feed; of the anemone, as moft feeds of

VOL. XIII. '\ u the
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the polyandria polygynia clafs of plants (or fuch as have many ftamina, or male flowers,

and many piftilla, or female flowers) have likevvife an acrimony. They therefore, both

tof^ether help to afluage the pain; and this remedy is much of the fame kind with the

former. Befides that, we have many feeds which have the fame qualities with the

American anemone.

The following remedy was much in vogue againfl: the tooth-ach which is attended

with a fwelling : They boil gruel of flour of maize, and milk ; to this they add,

whilfl: it is yet over the fire, fome of the fat of hogs or other fuet, and ftir it well,

that every thing may mix equally. A handkerchief is then fpread over the gruel, and

appHed as hot as poflible to the fvvelled cheek, where it is kept till it is gone cool again.

I have found, that this remedy has been very efficacious againfl a fwelling ; as it leffens

the pain, abates the fwelling, opens a gathering if there be any, and procures a good

difcharge of the pus.

I have feen the Iroquefe boil the inner bark of the fambucus Canadenfis, or Canada

elder, and put it on that part of the cheek in which the pain was mofl violent. This,

I am told, often diminiflies the pain.

Among the Iroquefe, or Five Nations, upon the river Mohawk, I faw a young Indian

woman who, by frequent drinking of tea, had got a violent tooch-ach. To cure it, flie

boiled the myrica afplenii folia, and tied it, as hot as ihe could bear it, on the whole

cheek. She laid, that remedy had often cured the tooth-ach before.

Jan. 2d, 1749. Before the Europeans, under the direflion of columbus, came to

the Weft Indies, the favages or Indians (who lived there fince times immemorial) were

entirely unacquainted with iron, which appears very (trange to us, as North America,

almofl; in every part of it, contains a number of iron mines. They were therefore

obliged to fupply this want with fliarp ftones, fliells, claws of birds and wild beaffs,

pieces of bones, and other things of that kind, whenever they intended to make

hatchets knives, and fuch like infl;ruments. From hence it appears, that they muH
have led a very wretched life. The old Swedes, who lived here, and had had an in-

tercourfe with the Indians when they were young, and at a time when they were yet

very numerous in thefe parts, could tell a great many things concerning their manner

of living. At this time the people find accidentally, by ploughing and digging in the

eround, feveral of the inflruments which the Indians employed, before the Swedes and

other Europeans had provided them with iron tools. For it is obfervable that the In-

dians at prelent make ufe of no other tools, than fuch as are made of iron and other metals,

and which they always get from the Europeans. Of this I fhall be more particular,

in its proper place. But having had an opportunity of feeing and partly colieding a

o-reat many of the ancient Indian tools, I fliall here defcribe them.

Their hatchets were made of flone. Their fhape is limilar to that of the wedges

with which we cleave our wood, about half a foot long, and broad in proportion;

they are made like a wedge, fliarp at one end, but rather blunter than ouy wedges.

As this hatchet mufl: be fixed on a handle, there was a notch made all round the thick

end. To fallen it, they fplit a flick at one end, and put the Hone between it, fo

that the two halves of the Hick come into the notches of the flone ; then they tied

the two fplit ends together with a rope, or fomething like it, almofl in the fame way

as fmiths fallen the inllrument with which they cut olf iron, to a fplit flick. Souje

of thefe fl:one-hatchets were not notched or furrowed at the upper end, and it feems

they only held thofe in their hands in order to hew or flrike with them, and did not

make handles to them. MoH of the hatchets which I have fecn, confifled of a hard

rcck-ftone j but fome were made of a fine, hard, black, apyrous Hone. When the

4 Indians
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Indians intended to fell a thick ftrong tree, they could not make ufe of their hatchets,

but, for want of proper inflruments, employed fire. They fet fire to a great quantity

of wood at the roots of the tree, and made it fall by that means. But that the fire

might not reach higher than they would have it, they faftened fome rags to a pole,

dipped them into water, and kept continually wafliing the tree, a little above the fire.

Whenever they intended to hollow out a thick tree for a canoe, they laid dry branches

all along the ftem of the tree, as far as it mufl be hollowed out. They then put fire

to thofe dry branches, and as foon as they were burnt, they were replaced by others.

Whiifl thele branches were burning, the Indians vvere very bufy witli wet rags, and
pouring water upon the tree, to prevent the fire from fprcading too far on the fides,

and at the ends. The tree being burnt hollow as far as they found it fufficienc, or as

far as it could, without damaging the canoe, they took the above defcribed flone-

hatchets, or Oiarp flints, and quartzes, or (harp fliells, and fcraped off the burnt

part of the wood, and fmoothened the boats within. By this means they likewife

gave it what fhape they pleafed. Inflead of cutting with a hatchet fuch a piece of

wood as was neceffary for making a canoe, they likewife employed fire. A canoe

was commonly between thirty and forty feet long. The chief ufe of their hatchets

was, according to the unanimous accounts of all the Swedes, to make good fields

for maize-plantations ; for if the ground where they intended to make a maize-field

was covered with trees, they cut off the bark all round the trees with their hatchets,

efpecially at the time when they lofe their fap. Ey that means the tree became dry

and could not take any more nourifhment, and the leaves could no longer ob(lru£t

the rays of the fun from paffuig. The fmaller trees were then pulled out by main
force, and the ground was a little turned up with crooked or fliarp branches.

Inftead of knives they were fatisfied with little fharp pieces of flint or quartz, or

elfe fome other hard kind of a ftone, or with a (harp Ihell, or with a piece of a bone
which they had fliarpened.

At the end of their arrows they faftened narrow angulated pieces of ftone ; they

made ufe of them, having no iron to make them fliarp again, or a wood of fufficient

hardnefs : thefe points were commonly flints or quartzes, but fometimes likewife

another kind of a ftone. Some employed the bones of animals, or the claws of birds

and beafts. Some of thefe ancient harpoons are very blunt, and it feems that the

Indians might kill birds and fmall quadrupeds with them ; but whether they could

enter deep into the body of a great beaft or of a man, by the velocity which they get

from the bow, I cannot afcertain
;

yet fome have been found very fliarp and well

made.

They had ftone peftles, about a foot long, and as thick as a man's arm. They
confift chiefly of a black fort of a ftone, and were formerly employed by the In-

dians, for pounding maize, which has, fince times immemorial, been their chief and
almoft their only corn. They had neither wind-mills, water-mills, nor hand-mills, to

grind it, and did not fo much as know a mill before the Europeans came into the

country. I have fpoken with old Frenchmen in Canada, who told me that the In-

dians had been aftoniflied beyond expreffion when the French fet up the firft wind-
mill. They came in numbers, even from the moft diftant parts, to view this wonder,
and were not tired with fitting near it for feveral days together, in order to obfervc

it ; they were long of opinion that it was not driven by the wind, but by the fpirits

who lived within it. They were partly under the fame aftonifhment when the firft

water-mill was built. They formerly pounded all their corn or maize in hollow trees,

with the above-mentioned peftles, made of ftone. Many Indians had only wooden

3 u 2 peftles.
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peftles. The blackifh ftone, of which the hatchets and pcftles are fomctlmes made,
is very good for a grindllone, and therefore both the Englifli and the Swedes
employ the hatchets and peftles chiefly as grindflones, at prefent, when they can get
them.

The old boilers or kettles of the Indians, were either made of clay, or of different

kinds of potftone, (lapis ollaris). The former confided of a dark clay, mixt with

grains of white fand or quartz, and burnt in the fire. Many of thefe kettles have
two holes in the upper margin, on each fide one, through which the Indians put a
ftick, and held the kettle over the fire, as long as it was to boil. Moft of the kettles

have no feet. It is remarkable that no pots of this kind have been found glazed,

either on the outfide or the infide. A few of the oldeft Swedes could yet re-

member feeing the Indians boil their meat in thefe pots. They are very thin, and of
different fizes ; they are made fometimes of a greenifh, and fometimes of a grey pot-

ftone, and fome are made of another fpecies of apyrous ftone ; the bottom and the

margin are frequently above an inch thick. The Indians, notwithftanding their being

unacquainted with iron, fteel, and other metals, have learnt to hollow out very in-

genioufly thefe pots or kettles of pot-ftone.

The old tobacco-pipes of the Indians are likewife made of clay, or pot-ftone, or
ferpentine-ftone. The firft fort are ft^aped like our tobacco-pipes, though much
coarfer and not fo well made. The tube is thick and ftiort, hardly an inch long,

but fometimes as long as a finger ; their colour comes neareft to that of our tobacco-

pipes which have been long ufed. Their tobacco-pipes of pot-ftone are made of the

fame ftone as their kettles. Some of them are pretty well made, though they had
neither iron nor fteel. But befides thefe kinds of tobacco-pipes, we find another fort

of pipes, which are made with great ingenuity, of a very fine red pot-ftone, or a

kind of ferpentine marble. They are very fcarce, and feldom made ufe of by any
other than the Indian fachems, or elders. The fine red ftone, of which thefe pipes

are made, is likewife very fcarce, and is found only in the country of thofe Indians

who are called Ingouez, and who, according to father Charlevoix, live on the other

fide of the river Miftifippi*. The Indians themfelves commonly value a pipe of this

kind as much as a piece of filver of the fame fize, and fometimes they make it ftili

dearer. Of the fame kind of ftone commonly confifts their pipe of peace, which the

French call calumet de paix, and which they make ufe of in their treaties of peace

and alliances. Moft authors who have wrote of thefe nations mention this iuftrument,

and I intend to fpeak of it when an opportunity ofters.

The Indians employ hooks made of bone, or bird's claws, inftcad of fifliing-hooks.

Some of the oldeii Swedes here told me, that when they were young, a great number
of Indians had been in this part of the country, which was then called New Sweden,
and had caught fiflies in the river Delaware with thefe hooks.

They made fire by rubbing one end of a hard piece of wood continually agalnft

another dry one, till the wood began to fmoke, and afterwards to burn.

Such were the tools of the ancient Indians, and the ufe which they made of them,
before the Europeans invaded this country, and before they (the Indians) were ac-

quainted with the advantages of iron. North America abounds in iron-mines, and
the Indians lived all about the country before the arrival of the Europeans, fo that

fcvcral places can be fliewn in this country where at prefent there arc iron-mines, and
where not a hundred years ago, ftood great towns or villages of the Indians. It is

* See hi3 Journal hiHorique d'un voyage de rAmcrl^uc. Tome v. p. ni. 311. and the 131I1 letter.

therefore 1
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therefore very remarkable, that the Indians did not kno* how to make ufe of a metal

or ore which was always under their eyes, and on which they could not avoid treading

every day. They even lived upon the very fpots where iron ores were afterwards

found, and yet they often went many miles in order to get a wretched hatchet, knife,

or the like, as above defcribed. They were forced to employ feveral davs in order to

fharpen their tools, by rubbing them again.1 a rock, or other itones, though the ad-

vantage was far from being equal to the labour. For they could never cut dawn a

thick tree with their hatchets, and with difficulty they felled a fmall one. They could

not hollow out a tree with their hatchets, or do a hundredth part of the work which

we can perform with eafe, by the help of our iron hatchets. Thus we fee how dif-

advantageous the ignorance and inconfiderate contempt of uleful arts is. Happy is the

country which knows their full value !

January the 5th. Chriflmas-day was celebrated this day by the Swedes and Englifli,

for they kept them to the old ftile.

January the 6th. There are a great number of hares in this country, but they

differ from cur Swedifli ones in their fize, which is very fmall, and but little bigger

than that of a rabbit ; they keep almofl the fame grey colour both in fummer and

winter, which our northern hares have in fummer only ; the tip of their ears is al-

ways grey, and not black ; the tail is likewife grey on the upper fide, at all feafons

;

they breed feveral times a year : in fpring they lodge their young ones in hollow trees,

and in fummer, in the months of June and July, they breed in the grafs. When
they are furprifed they commonly take refuge in hollow trees, out of which they are

taken by means of a crooked ftick, or by cutting a hole into the tree, oppofite to

the place where they lie ; or by fmoke, which is occafioned by making a fire on the

outfide of the tree. On all thefe occafions the greyhounds muil be at hand. Thefe

hares never bite, and can be touched without any danger. In day-time they ufually

lie in hollow trees, and hardly ever flir from thence, unlefs they be difturbed by men
or dogs ; but in the night they come out, and feek their food. In bad weather,

or when it fnows, they lie clofe for a day or two, and do not venture to leave their

retreats. They do a great deal of mifchief in the cabbage-fields ; but apple-trees

fuffer infinitely more from them, for they peel off all the bark next to the ground.

The people here agreed that the hares are fatter in a cold and fevere winter, than in

a mild and wet one, of which they could give me feveral reafons, from their own con-

jectures. The fkin is ufclefs, becaufe it is fo loofe that k can be drawn off; for when

you would feparate it from the flefli, you need only pull at the fur, and the ikin fol-

lows : thefe hares cannot be tamed. They were at all times, even in the midft of win-

ter, plagued with a number of common fleas*.

Jan. 1 6th. The common mice were in great abundance in the towns and in the

country ; they do as much mifchief as in the old countries. Oldmixon in his book,

the Britilh Empire in America, vol.i. p. 444, writes, that North America had neither

rats nor mice before European fhips brought them over. How far this is true I know
not. It is undoubted, that in feveral defart places, where no man ever lived, I have

feen and killed the common mice in crevices of (tones or mountains ; and is it pro-

bable that all fuch mice as are fprcad in this manner, throughout the inland

* Tills account fufficiently proves, that thtfe bares are a fpecies diftindl from our European rcddilTi

grey kind, and alfo of that fpecies or variety only, which in ihe northern parts of Europe and Afu 13

white in winter, with black tipped ears, and has a grey coat in fummer. Upon a clofcr examination

naturalills will perhaps find rajre charadlcrs to dillinguiili them more accurately. F.

parts



^l8 KALm's travels in north AMERICA.

parts of the country, derive their origin from thofe which were brought over from
Europe ?

Rats likewife may be ranked among thofe animals which do great damage in this

country. They live both in the citie.^ and in the country, and deltroy their provifions.

Their fizeis the fame with that of our rats, but their colour differs ; for they are grey,

or blue-grey. I enquired of the Swedes, whether thefe rats had been here prior to the

arrival of the Europeans, or whether they came over in the fnips ? But I could not get an

anfwer which I might depend upon. All agreed, that a number of thefe dangerous

and mifchievous animals were every year brought to America, by fhips from Europe

and other countries. But Mr. Bartram maintained, that before the Europeans fettled

here, rats had been in the country ; for he i.wv a great number of them on the high

mountains which are commonly called the blue mountains, where they lived among
ftones, and in the fubterraneous grottoes which are in thofe mountains. They ahvays

lie very clofe in the day-time, and you hardly ever fee one out ; but at night they come
out, and make a terrible noife. When the cold was very violent, they feemed quite

torpid ; for during the continuance of the cold weather, one could not hear the leafl:

noife or flirieking, occafioned by them. It is to be obferved, that neither the Swedes

nor the Euglifli have any dark windows in their houfes here. There is hardly a

dormer-window in the garret ; but only loofe boards. The walls in the wooden houfes

are fi-equently not clofed, even with mofs ; fo that the rooms, though they have fires

in them, are no warmer than the outfide apartment, or hall. The rooms where the

fervants fleep have never any fire in them, though the winter is pretty fevere fome-

tinics. The rats have therefore, little or no warmth in winter ; but as foon as a

milJer feafon makes its appearance, they come out again. We obferved feveral times

this winter, that the rats were very a£tive, and made an unufual noife all night, jufl:

before a fevere cold. It feems, they had fome fenfation of cold weather being at hand

;

and that they therefore eat fufficiently, or flored up provifions. In mild weather, they

were ufed to carry away apples, and other provifions : therefore, we could always

conclude with certainty, when the rats made an uncommon noife at night or were

extremely greedy, that a fevere cold would enfue. I have already obferved, that the

grey fquirrels in this country have the fame quality. When thefe, and the common
mice eat maize, they do not confume the whole grains, but only the loofe, fweet, and

foft kernel, and leave the reft.

Jan 21ft:. The cold now equalled that of Sweden, though this country is fo much
more foutherly. The Celfian or Swedifh thermometer was twenty two degrees below

the freezing point in the morning. As the rooms are without any fhutters here, the

cracks in the walls not clofed with mofs, and fometimcs no fire-place or chimney in the

room, the winters here mull be very difagreeable to one who is ufed to our Swedifli

warm winter-rooms. But the greateft comfort here is, that the cold is of a very fhort

duration. Some days of this month, the room which I lodged in was fuch, that I could

not write two lines before the ink would freeze in my pen. When I did not write, I

could not leave the ink-fland on the table ; but was forced to put it upon the hearth,

or into my pocket. Yet, notvvithlfanding it was fo cold, as appears from the meteo-

rological obfervations annexed to this work ; and though it Ihowed fometimcs for

feveral days and nights together, and the fnow lay near fix inches high upon the

ground
;

yet all the cattle are obliged to itay, day and night, in the fields during

the whole winter. For neither the Englifli nor the Swedes had any ftables ; but the

Germans and Dutch had prefervcd the cuflom of their country, and generally kept

their cattle in ftables during winter. Almofl all the old Swedes fiiy, that on their

firft
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firft arrival in this country, they made ftables for their cattle, as is ufiial in Sweden

;

but as the Englifh came and fettled among them, and left their cattle in the fields

all winter, as is cudomary in Kngland, they left off their former cuftom and adopted

the Englifh one. They owned, however, that the cattle fuffered greatly in winter

when it was very cold, efpecially when it froze after a rain ; and that fome cattle were
killed by it in feveral places, in the long winter of the year 1741. About noon, the

cattle went out into the woods, where there were yet fome leaves on the young oak;
but they did not eat the leaves, and only bit off the extremities of the branches and
the tops of the youngefl oaks. The hories went into the maize fields, and eat the dry'

leaves on the few ftalks which remained. The flieep ran about the woods and on the

corn-fields. The chickens perched on the trees of the gardens at night ; for they had
no particular habitations. The hogs were likevvife expofed to the roughnefs of the

weather, within a fmail inclofure.

A fmall kind of birds, which the Swedes call fnow-bird, and tlie Englifli chuck-bird,

came into the houfes about this time. At other times, they fought their food along

the roads. They are feldoin feen but when it fnows. Catefby, in his Natural Hi(tory

of Carolina, calls it paffer nivalis ; and Dr. Linnteus, in his Syitema Naturas, calls it

emberiza hyemalis.

The river Delaware was now covered with ice oppofite Philadelphia, and even

fomewhat lower, and the people could walk over it ; but nobody ventured to ride over

on horfeback.

Jan. 2 2d. There are partridges in this country ; but they are not of the fame kind

with ours. The Swedes called them fometimes rapphons (partridges), and fometimes

aekkerhoens (quails). Some of the Englifli likewife called them partridges, others

quails. Their Ihape is almoft the fame with that of the European partridges, and their

nature and qualities the fame: I mean, they run and hide themfelves, when purfued.

But they are fmailer, and entirely different in colour. In this work I cannot infert

at large, the defcriptions which I have made of birds, infects, quadrupeds, and plants

;

becaufe it would fwell my volume too much. 1 only obferve, that the feet are naked
and not hairy ; the back is fpotted with brown, black, and white ; the breafl: is dark

yellow ; and the belly whitifli, with black edges on the tips of the feathers. The fize

is nearly that of a hazel-hen, or tetrao bonafia. Above each eye is a narrow ftroke of

whitifli yellow. Thefe birds are numerous in this part of the country. On going but

a little way, you meet with great covexs of them. However, they keep at a great

diilance from towns ; being either extirpated or frightened there by the frequent

{hooting. They are always in leffer or greater coveys, do not fly very much, but run

in the fields, and keep under the buflies and near the inclofures, where they feek

thf ir food. They are reckoned very delicious food ; and the people here prepare th\ m
in different ways. For that purpole they are caught, and fliot in great numbers.

They are caught by putting up a fieve, or a fquare open box, made of boards, in the

places they frequent. The people ffrew fome oats under the fieve, and lift it up on
one fide by a little flick, and as foon as the partridges are got under the fieve, in order

to pick up the oats, it falls, and they are caught alive. Sometimes they get feveral

partridges at once. When they run in the buflies, you can come very near them,

without flarting them. When they fleep at night, they come together in an heap.

They fcratch in the buflies and upon the field, like common chickens. In fpring they

make their nefls. either under a bulh or in the maize fields, or on the hills in the open
air: they fcratch fome hay together, into which they lay about thirteen white eggs.

They eat feveral forts of corn, and feeds of grafs. They have likewife been feeu eating

the
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the berries of fumnch, or rhus glabra. Some people have taken them young, and kept

them in a cage till they were tame : then they let them go ; and they followed the

chickens, and never left the court-yards.

The inclofures made ufe of in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, but efpecialiy in New
York, are thofe, which on account of their ferpentine form refembiing worms, are

called worm-fences in Englifli. The poles which compofe this fence are taken from
different trees; but they are not all of equal duration : the red cedar is reckoned the

mod durable of any, for it holds out above thirty years : but it is very fcarce, and
grows only in a fingle place hereabouts, fo that no fences can be made of it. It is

true, the fences about Philadelphia (which however are different from the worm-fences)

are all made of red cedar ; but it has been brought by water from Egg-harbour, where
it grows in abundance. The fupports on which the poles lie are made of the white cedar,

or cupreffus thyoides, and the poles which are laid between them of the red cedar or

juniperus Virginiana. Next to the cedar-wood, oak and chefnut are reckoned bed.

Chefnut is commonly preferred, but it is not every where fo plentiful as to be made
into fences ; in its ftead they make ufe of feveral forts of oak. In order to make
inclofures, the people do not cut down the young trees, as is common with us, but

they fell here and there thick trees, cut them in feveral places, leaving the pieces as

long as it is neceffary, and fplit them into poles of the ufual thicknefs ; a fingle tree

affords a multitude of poles. Several old men in this country told me, that the Swedes,
on their arrival here, made fuch inclofures as are ufual in Sweden, but they were
forced to leave off in a few years time, becaufe they could not get polls enough ; for

they had found by experience, that a port; being put into the ground would not laft

above four or fix years before the part under ground was entirely rotten ; but the chief

thing was, that they could not get any fwitches for to tie them together ; they made
fome of liiccory, which is one of the toughell trees in tliis country, and of the white

oak ; but in the fpace of a year or two the fwitches were rotten, and the fence fell in

pieces of itfelf, therefore they were forced to give over making fuch inclofures. Several

of the new comers again attempted, but with the fame bad fuccefs, to make fences

with ports and fwitches. The Swedifla way of inclofing therefore will not fucceed

here. Thus the worm-fences are one of the moft ufeful forts of inclofures, efpecialiy

as they cannot get any port, made of the woods of this country, to flay above fix or
eight years in the ground without rotting. The poles in this country are very heavy,

and the polls cannot bear them well, efpecialiy when it blows a ftorm ; but the worm-
fences are eafily put up again when they are thrown down. Experience has fliewn

that an inclofure made of chefnut or white oak feldom holds out above ten or twelve

years, before the poles and pods are thoroughly rotten : when the poles are made of
other wood, the fences hardly (land fix or eight years. Confidering how much more
wood the worm-fences require, (fince they run in bendings) than other inclofures

which go in ffraight lines, and that they are fo foon ufelefs, one may imagine how the

foreds will be confumed, and what fort of an appearance the country will have forty or
fifty years hence, in cafe no alteration is made ; efpecialiy as woods is really fquandered

away in immenfe quantities, day and night all the winter, or nearly one half of the year,

for fuel.

Feb. 8th. The mufk-rats, fo called by the Englidi in this country, on account of
their fcent, are pretty common in North America ; they always live near the water,

efpecialiy on the banks of lakes, rivers, and brooks. On travelling to places where
they are, you fee the holes which they have dug in the ground jud at the water's edge,
o* a little above its furface. In thefe holes they have their neds, and there they con-

5 tinue
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tinue whenever they are not in the water in purfuit of food. The Swedes call them
definans rattor *, and the French, rats mufqucs. Linnreus calls this animal caflor

zibethicus. Their food is chiefly the mufclcs which lie at the bottom ot lakes and
rivers

; you fee a number of fuch fliells near the entrance of their holes. I am told

they Hkevvife eat feveral kinds of roots and plants. They differ from the European
mulk-rat, or Linnocus's caftor mofchatus. The teeth arc the l;mie in both ; the tail of

the American is comprefTcd on the fides fo, that one fliarp edge goes upwards and the

other downwards: the hind feet arc not palmated, or joined by a moveable (kin, but

are peculiar for having on both fides of the feet, long, white, clofc, pectinated, off-

ftanding hair, befides the fhort hair with which the feet are quite covered. Such hairs

are on both fides of the toes, and do the fame fervice in fwimming as a web. Their

fize is that of a little cat, or to be more accurate, the length of the body is about ten

inches, and the tail of the fame length : the colour of the head, neck, back, fides, and
of the outfide of the thighs, is blackifh brown ; the hairs are foft and fhining ; under
the neck, on the bi-cafts, and on the infide of the thighs, they are grey. They make
their nefts in the dykes that are erefted along the banks of rivers to keep off the water

from the adjoining meadows ; but they often do a great deal of damage, by fpoiling

the dykes with digging, and opening paifages for the water to come into the meadows ;

whereas beavers Ifop up all the holes in a dyke or bank. They make their nefts of

twigs and fuch like things externally, and carry foft (tuff into them for their young ones

to lie upon. The Swedes adverted that they could never obferve a diminution in their

number, but believed that they were as numerous at prefent as formerly. As they

damage the banks fo confiderably the people are endeavouring to extirpate them v.-hen

they can find out their nefts ; the fkin is paid for, and this is an encouragement to-

wards catching the animal. A fkin of a mufk-rat formerly coft but threepence, but

at prefent they gave from fixpence to ninepence. The {kins are chiefly employed by
hatters, who make hats of the hair,.which are faid to be nearly as good as beaver hats.

The mufk-rats are commonly caught in traps, with apples as baits. In the country of
the Iroquefe, I faw thofe Indians following the holes of the muflc-rats, by digging till

they came to their nefl:s, where they killed them all. Nobody here eats their flefh ; I

do not know whether the Indians eat it, for they are commonly not over nice in the

choice of meat. The muflc-bag is put between the cloaths, in order to preferve them
againfl: worms. It is very difficult to extirpate thefe rats when they are c«ce fettled

in a bank. A Swede, however, told me, that he had freed his bank, or piece of dyke
along the river, from them in the following manner : he fought for all their holes,

flopped them all up with earth, excepting one, on that fide from whence the wind

came. He put a quantity of fulphur into the open entrance, fet fire to it, and then

clofed the hole, leaving but a fmall one for the wind to pafs through. The finoke of
the fulphur then entered their moft remote nefls, and ftifled all the animals. As foon

as the fulphur was burnt, he^ivas obliged to dig up part of the ground in the bank,

where they had their nefts ; and he found them lie dead by heaps. He fold the fkins,

and they paid his trouble, not to mention the advantage he got by clearing his bank of

the mufk-rats.

Beavers wei'e formerly abundant in New Sweden, as all the old Swedes here tolil-

me. At that time they faw one bank after another railed in the rivers by beavers*

* Defin fignifies mufk I'n the Su'cdlfli, and in fome provincial dlakfls of the Gtrman la.i;;iiagc; confL'-

quently, defmaii rat is nothing but mufiv-iat j and from hence M. de BufTou has formetl his defmaii or

Ruffian nnifk-rat. F.
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But after the Europeans came over in great numbers, and cultivated the country

better, the beavers have been partly killed, and partly extirpated, and partly are re-

moved higher into the country, where the people are not fo numerous. Therefore

there is but a fmgle place in Penfylvania vi'here beavers are to be met with ; their

chief food is the bark of the beaver-tree, or magnolia glauca, which they prefer to any

other. The Swedes therefore put branches of this tree near the beaver-dykes, into

traps, which they laid for the beavers, whilft they were yet plentiful; and they could

almofl be certain of good fuccefs. Some perfons in Philadelphia have tamed beavers,

fo that thev go a fifliing with them, and they always come back to their mailers. Major

Roderfert, in New York, related that he had a tame beaver above half a year in his

houfe, where he went about quite loofe, like a dog. The Major gave him bread, and

fometimes filh, which he was very greedy of: he got as much water in a bowl as he

wanted. All the rags and foft things he could meet with he dragged into a corner,

where he was ufed to fleep, and made a bed of them. The cat in the houfe having

kittens, took poffefTion of his bed, and he did not hinder her. When the cat went

out, the beaver often took the kitten between his fore-paws, and held it to his breafl to

warm it, and doated upon it ; as foon as the cat returned he gave her the kitten again.

Sometimes he grumbled, but never did any hurt, or attempted to bite.

The Englifli and the Swedes gave the name of mink to an animal of this country,

which likewife lives either in the water, or very near it. I have never had an opportunity

to fee any more than the fkin of this animal ; but the ihape of the fkin, and the unani-

mous accounts I have heard of it make me conclude, with much certainty, that it be-

longed to the genus of weafels or muftelee. The greateft fkin I ever faw, was one foot

eight inches long, a lefler one was about ten inches long, and about three inches one-

third broad, before it was cut ; the colour was dark brown, and fometimes almoft

black ; the tail was bufliy, as that of a marten ; the hair was very clofe, and the ears

fliort, with fliort hair. The length of the feet belonging to the lefler fkin was about

two inches long. I am told this animal is fo fimilar to the American polecat, or

viverra putorius, that they are hardly diffinguifhable *. I have had the following

accounts given me of its way of living : it feldom appears in day time, but at night it

comes out of the hollow trees, on the banks of rivers. Sometimes it lives in the

docks and bridges, at Philadelphia, where it is a cruel enemy to the rats. Sometimes

it gets into the court-yards at night, and creeps into the chicken-houfe, through a fmall

hole, where it kills all the poultry, and fucks their blood, but feldom eats one. If it

meets with geefe, fowls, ducks, or other birds on the road, it kills and devours them.

It lives upon fifli and birds. When a brook is near the houfes, it is not eafy to keep

ducks and geefe, for the mink, which lives near rivers, kills the young ones. It lirll

kills as many as it can come at, and then it carries them off, and feafts upon them. In

banks and dykes near the water, it likewife does mifchief with digging. To catch it

the people put up traps, into which they put heads of birds, fifhes, or other meat. The
fkin is fold in the towns, and at Philadelphia ; they give twenty-pence and even two
{hillings a-piece for them, according to their fize. Some of the ladies get mufFs made
of thel'c fkins ; but for the greatell part they are fent over to England, from whence
they are diftributed to other countries. The old Swedes told me that the Indians for-

merly ufed to eat all kinds of flefli, except that of the mink.

I have already mentioned fomething of the raccoon ; I ihall here add more of the

• The mink, or minx, is a kiuj of fmall otter, which Is called by Dr. Linnaeus, muftela hitrcola, in his

fyftcm, i. p. 66. F.

nature
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nature of this animal, in a place which is properly its native country *. The Englifh

call it everywhere by the name of laccoon, which name they have undoubtedly taken

from one of the Indian nations ; the Dutch c:ill it hefpan ; the Swed'js, efpan ; and the

Iroquefe, attigbro. It conmionly lodges in hollow trees, lies ciofe in the day-time,

never going out but on a dark cloudy day ; but at night it rambles and feeks its food.

I have been told by feveral people, that in bad weather, elpccially when it fnows and
blows a florm, the raccoon lies in its hole for a week together, without coming out

once ; during that time it lives by fucking and licking its paws. Its food are feveral

forts of fruit, fuch as maize, whilft the ears are foft. In gardens it often docs a great

deal of damage among the apples, chefnuts, plumbs, and wild grapes, which are what
it likes bcfl ; among the poultry it is very cruel. When it finds the hens on their

eggs, it firfl; kills them, and then eats the eggs. It is caught by dogs, which trace it

back to its neft, in hollow trees, or by fnares and traps, in which a chicken, fome other

bird, or a fifli, is put as a bait. Some people eat its flefh. It leaps with all its feet at

once ; on account of this and of feveral other qualities, many people here reckoned it to

the genus of bears. The fkin fold for eightcen-pence at Philadelphia. I was told that

the raccoons were not near fo numerous as they were formerly
; yet in the more in-

land parts they were abundant. I have mentioned the ufe which the hatters make of
their furs ; as likewifc that they are eafily tamed, that they are very greedy of
fweet-meats, &c. in the preceding pages. Of all the North American wild quadrupeds
none can be tamed to fuch a degree as this.

February i oth. In the morning I went to Philadelphia, where I arrived towards nin-ht.

On my arrival at the ferry upon the river Delaware, I found the river quite covered
with drifts of ice, which at firft prevented our croffing the water. After waiting about
an hour, and making an opening near the ferry, I, together with many more paffen-

gers, got over before any more fhoals came on. As it began to freeze very hard foon
after the twelfth of January (or new year, according to the old ftyle) the river Dela-
ware was covered with ice, which by the intenfenefs of the frofl grew fo flrono-, that

the people crofTed the river with horfes at Philadelphia. The ice continued till the

eighth of February, when it began to get loofe, and the violent hurricane, which hap-

pened that night, broke it, and it was driven down fo faft, that on the twelfth of Fe-
bruary not a fmgle Ihoal came down, excepting a piece or two near the fhore.

Crows flew in great numbers together to-day, and fettled on the tops of trees.

During the whole winter we hardly obferved one, though they are faid to winter there.

During all this fpring they commonly ufed to fit at the tops of trees in the morning
;

yet not all together, but in feveral trees. They belong to the noxious birds in this part

of the world, for they chiefly live upon corn. After the maize is planted or fown, they

fcratch the grains out of the ground and eat them. When the maize begins to ripen,

they peck a hole into the involucrum which furrounds the ear, by which means the

maize is fpoiled, as the rain pafTes through the hole which they have made, and occafions

the putrefaftion of the corn. Befides eating corn, they hkewife fteal chickens. They
are very fond of dead carcafTes. Some years ago the government of Penfylvania had
given threepence, and that of New Jerfey fourpence premium for every head of a crow,

but this law has now been repealed, as the expences are too great. I have feen the

young crows of this kind in feveral places playing with tame ones'whofe wings were cut.

The latter hopped about the fields, near the farm-houfes where they belonged to, but

always returned again, without endeavouring to efcape on any occafion. Thefe Ame-
rican crows are only a variety of the Royfton crow, or Linnteus's corvus cornix.

Feb. 1 2th. In the afternoon I returned to Raccoon from Philadelphia.

* The village of Raccoon.

3x2 On



524 KALm's travels in north AMERICA,

On my journey to Raccoon, I attentively obferved the trees which had yet any
leaves left. The leaves were pale and dried up, but not all dropt from the following

trees

:

The beech-tree, (fagus fylvatica) whether great ojc fmall ; it always kept a con-

fiderable part of its leaves during the whole winter, even till fpring. The greater

trees kept the lowermofl leaves.

The white oak (qucrcus alba). Mofl of the young trees, which were not above a
quarter of a yard in diameter, had the greateft part of their leaves flill on them, but

the old trees had loiT: moft of theirs, except in fome places where they have got new
flioots. I'he colour of the dry leaves was much paler in the white oak than in the

black one.

The black oak (as it is commonly called here). Dr. Linnaeus calls it the red oak,

quercus rubra. Mofl of the young trees (till preferved their dried leaves. Their

colour was rcddifli brown, and darker than that of the white oak.

The Spanifli oak, which is a mere variety of the black oak. The young trees of

this kind likewife keep their leaves.

A fcarce fpecies of oak which is known by its leaves having a triangular apex or top,

whofe angles terminate in a iliort bridle ; the leaves are fmooth below, but woolly

above*. The young oaks of this fpecies had ftill their leaves.

When I came into any wood where the above kinds of oaks were only twenty years,

and even not fo old, I always found the leaves on them.

It feems that Providence has, befides other views, aimed to protefl: feveral forts of

birds, it being very cold and ftormy about this time, by preferving even the dry leaves

on thcfe trees. I have this winter at feveral times feen birds hiding in the trees covered

with old leaves, during a fevere cold or (lorm.

Feb. 13th. As I began to dig a hole to-day, I found feveral infeds which were
crept deep into the ground In order to pafs the winter. As foon as they came to the

air, they moved their limbs a little, but had not ftrength fufficient for creeping, except

the black ants, which crept a little, though flowly.

Formica nigra, or the black ant, were pretty numerous, and fomewhat lively. They
lay about ten inches below the furface.

Carabus latus. Some of thcfe lay at the fiune depth with the ants. This is a very

common infed in all North America.
ScarabjEus ; chefnut-coloured, with a hairy thorax ; the elytrse fliorter than the

abdomen, with feveral longitudinal lines, befet with hair. It is fomething fimilar

to the cock-chaffer, but differs in many rcfpeds. I found it very abundant in the

ground.

Gryllus campeflris, or the field-cricket. They lay ten inches deep ; they were
quite torpid, but as foon as they came into a w-arm place, they revived and were quite

lively. In fummcr I have found thefe crickets in great ]jlcnty in all parts of North
America where I have been. They leaped about on the fields, and made a noife like

that of our common houfe crickets, fo that it would be difficult to diflinguifli them by
their chirping. They fometimes make fo great a noife that it caufes pain in the ears,

and even two people cannot underftand each other. In fuch places where the rattle-

fnakcs live, the field-crickets are very difagrecable, and in a manner dangerous, for

.their violent chirping prevents the warning which that horrid fnakc gives with ii;j

rattle from reaching the ear, and thus deprives one of the means of avoiding it. I

* This feems to be nothing but a variety of the quercus rubra, Linn. F.

have
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fiavc already mentioned that they likcuife winter fometinies in chimnies. Here they

lie all winter in the ground, but at the beginning of March, as the air was grown warm,
they came out of their holes, and began their mufic, though at firfl it was but very

faint and rarely heard. When we were forced on our travels to fleep in uninhabited

places, the crickets had got into the folds of our clothes, fo that we were obliged

to flop an hour every morning in examining our clothes, before we could get rid of
them.

The red ants (formica rufa) which in Sweden make the great ant-hills, I likevvife

found to-day and the following day ; they were not in the ground, for when my fervant

Yungftrocm cut down old dry trees, he met with a number of them in the cracks of

the tree. Thcfe cracks were at the height of many yards in the tree, and the ants

were crept fo high, in order to find their winter habitation. As foon as they came
into a warm place, they began to ftir about very brifl-ily.

Feb. 14th. The Swedes and the Englifh gave the name of blue bird to a very

pretty little bird, which was of a fine blue colour. Linnaeus calls it motaciila fialis.

Catelby has drawn it in his Natural Hidory of Carolina, vol. i. pi. 47, and defcribed it

by the name of rubecula Americana ca^rulea ; and Edwards^ has reprefentcd it in his

Natural Hiltory of Birds, plate and page 24. In my own journal I called it motaciila

cceruloa nitida, petSlore rufo, ventre albo. In Catelljy's plate I muft obferve, that the

colour of the breaft ought to be diriy red or ferruginous ; the tibia; and feet black as

jet ; the bill too fhould be quite black ; the blue colour in general ought to be much
deeper, more lively and fhining ; no bird in Sweden has fo fhining and deep a blue

colour as this. The jay has perhaps a plumage like it. The food of the blue bird is

not merely infeds, he likevvife feeds upon plants ; therefore in winter, when no in-

fers are to be met with, they come to the farm-houfes in order to fubfifl on the feeds

of hay and other fmall grains.

Red-bird is another fpecies of fmall bird. Catefby has likewife figured it*.

Dr. Linneeus calls it loxia cardinalis. It belongs to that clafs of birds which are

enemies to bees, lying in wait for them and eating them. I fed a cock for five months
together in a cage ; it eat both maize and buck-wheat, for I gave it nothing elfe. By
its fong it attradled others of its fpecies to the court-yard ; and after we had put fome
maize on the ground under the window where I had it, the others came there every

day to get their food ; it was then ea'v to catch them by means of traps. Some of
them, efpecially old ones, both cocks and hens, would die with grief on being put
into cages. Thofe on the other hand which were grown tame, began to fing exceed-

ingly fweet. Their note very nearly refembles that of our European nightingale, and
on account of their agreeable fong, they are fent to London in cages. They have

fuch ftrength in their bill that when you hold your hand to them they pinch it fo

hard as to caufe the blood to ifTue forth. In fpring they fit warbling on the tops of

the highcft trees in the woods in the morning. But in cages they lit quite ftill for an
hour ; the next hour they hop up and down, finging ; and fo they go on alter-

nately all day.

Feb. 17th. Cranes (ardea Canadenfis) were fometimes feen flying in the day-time

to the northward. They commonly flop here early in fpring, for a fliort time, but
they do not make their nefts here, lor they proceed on more to the north. Certain

old Swedes told me that in their younger years, as the country was not yet much cul-

tivated, an incredible number of cranes were here every fpring ; but at prefent they

• See Catefby's Natural Hiftory, vol. i.pl. 3S. Coccotlirauftes rubra.
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are not fo numerous. Several people who have fettled here eat their flefli, when they

can fhoot them. They are faid to do no harm to corn or the like.

Feb. 23d. This morning I went down to Penn's Neck, and returned in the

evening.

Snow lay yet in feveral parts of the woods, efpecially where trees the flood very thick,

and the fun could not make its way ; however, it was not above four inches deep. All

along the roads was ice, efpecially in the woods, and therefore it was very difficult to

ride horfes which were not fliarp-flioed. The people who are fettled here know little

of fledges, but ride on horfeback to church in winter, though the fnow is fometimes

near a foot deep. It lays feldoni above a week before it melts, and then fome frefh

fnow falls.

A fpecies of birds, called by the Swedes maize-thieves, do the greatefl: mifchief in

this country. They have given them that name becaufe they eat maize both publicly

and fecretly, jufl after it is fown and covered with the ground, and when it is ripe. The
Englilh call them black-birds. There are two fpecies of them, both defcribed and

drawn by Catefby*. Though they are very different in fpecies, yet there is fo great a

friendfhip between them, that they frequently accompany each other in mixed flocks.

However, in Penfylvania, the firft fort are more obvious, and often ily together, with-

out any of the red-winged flares. The firft fort, or the purple daws, bear, in many
points, fo great a likenefs to the daw, the ftare, and the thrufh, that it is difficult to

determine to which genus they are to be reckoned, but feem to come nearefl to the

ftare ; for the bill is exaftly the fame with that of the thrufii, but the tongue, the flight,

, their fitting on the trees, their fong, and fliape, make it entirely a flare ; at a diftance

they look almoft black, but clofe by they have a very blue or purple cafl:, but not fo

much as Catefby 's print : their fize is that of a flare ; the bill is conic, almofl; fubulated,

ftrait, convex, naked at the bafe, black, with almoft equal mandibles, the upper being

only a very little longer than the lower ; the noftrils are oblong, yet a little angulated,

fo as to form almofl fquares : they are placed obliquely at the bafe of the bill, and

have no hair ; there is a little horny knob, or a fmall prominence, on the upper fide of

them : the tongue is fliarp and bifid at the point : the iris of the eyes is pale : the

forehead, the crown, the nucha, the upper part, and the fides of the neck, are of an

obfcure blue and green fhining colour : the fides of the head under the eyes are

obfcurely blue ; all the back and coverts of the wings are purple ; the upper coverts

of the tail are not of fo confpicuous a purple colour, but as it were blackened with

foot : the nine primary quill-feathers are black : the other fecondary ones are likewife

black, but their outward margin is purple ; the twelve tail feathers have a blackifh

purple colour, and their tips are round ; thofe on the outfide are the fliorteft, and the

middle extremely long. When the tail is fpread, it looks round towards the ex-

tremity. The throat is blueifli green, and fhining ; the breafl is likewife black or

fliining green, according as you turn it to the light ; the belly is blackifli, and the vent

feathers are obfcurely purple-coloured ; the parts of the breaft and belly which are

covered by the wings, are purple-coloured ; the wings are black below, or rather

footy ; and the thighs have blackifli feathers ; the legs (tibice), and the toes are of a

fhining black. It has four toes, as mofl birds have. The claws are black, and that on

the back toe is longer than the reft. Dr. Linnjeus calls this bird gracula quifcula.

» See Catefby's Natural HiRory of Carolina, vol. i. table 12, the purple daw ; and table 13, the reJ-

xvinged llarling.

16 A few
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A few of thefc birds are faiJ to winter in fwamps, which are quite overgrown with
thick woods j and they only appear in mild weather. But the greatefl number go to

the fouth at the approach of winter. To-day I faw them, for the firft time this year.

They flew in great flocks already. Their cliief and mofl: agreeable food is maize.
They come in great fwarms in fpring, foon after the maize is put under ground. They
fcratch up the grains of maize, and cat them. As foon as the leaf comes out, they

take hold of it with their bills, and pluck it up, together with the corn or grain ; and
thus they give a great deal of trouble to the country people, even fo early in fpring.

To leflen their greedinefs of maize, fome people dip the grains of that plant in a decodion
of the root of the vcratrum album, or white hellebore, (of which I fliall fpeak in the fe-

quel) and plant them afterwards. When the maize-thief cats a grain or two, which are

fo prepared, his head is difordered, and he falls down : this frightens his companions,
and they dare not venture to the place again. But they repay thcmfelves amply towards
autumn, when the maize grows ripe ; for at that time, they are continually feafl;ing.

They aflemble by thoui'ands in the maize-fields, and live at difcretion. They are

very bold ; for when they are difliurbed, they only go and fettle in another part

of the field. In that manner they always go from one end of the field to the

other, and do not leave it till they are quite fatisfied. They fly in incredible fwarms
in autumn ; and it can hardly be conceived whence fuch immenfe numbers of them
fhould come. When they rife in the air they darken the fl^y, and make it look quite

black. They are then in fuch great numbers, and fo clofe together, that it is furprifing

how they find room to move their wings. I have known a perfon fhoot a great number
of them on one fide of a maize-field, which was far from frightening the refl:; for they

only jufl: took flight and dropped at about the difl:ance of a mufket-fliot in another

part of the field, and always changed their place when their enemy approached. They
tired the fportfman before he could drive them from off the maize, though he killed a
great many of them at every fliot. They likewlfe eat the feeds of the aquatic tare-grafs

(zizania aquatica) commonly late in autumn, after the maize is got in. I am told, they

likewife eat buck-wheat and oats. Some people fay, that they even eat wheat, barley,

and rye, when prefled by hunger
;

yet, from the befl: information I could obtain, they

have not been found to do any damage to thefe fpecies of corn. In fpring, they fit in

numbers on the trees, near the farms ; and their note is pretty agreeable. As they are

fo defl;ruQ:ive to maize, the odium of the inhabitants againfl: them is carried fo far, that

the laws of Penfylvania and New Jerfey have fettled a premium of threepence a dozen
for dead maize- thieves. In New England, the people are fl;ill greater enemies to them

;

for Dr. Franklin told me, in the fpring of the year 1750, that, by means of the premi-

ums which have been fettled for killing them in New England, they have been fo extir-

pated, that they are very rarely feen, and in a few places only. But as, in the fummer
of the year 1749, an immenfe quantity of worms appeared on the meadows, which de-

voured the grafs, and did great darfiage, the people have abated their enmity againfl the

maize-thieves ; for they thought tliey had obferved, that thofe birds lived chiefly on
thefe worms before the maize is ripe, and confequently extirpated them, or at leafl pre-

vented their fpreading too much. They fecm therefore to be entitled, as it were, to a

reward for their trouble. But after thefe enemies and deftroyers of the worms (the

maize-thieves) were extirpated, the worms were more at liberty to multiply ; and there-

fore they grew fo numerous that they did more mifchief now than the birds did before.

In the fummer 1749, the worms left fo little hay in New England that the inhabitants

were forced to get hay from Penfylvania and even from Old England. The maize-

thieves have enemies befides the human fpecies. A fpecies of little hawks live upon
them.
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them, and upon other little birds. I faw fome oF thcfe hawks driving up the mafzc-

thieves, which were in the grealeft feCurity, and catching them in the air. Nobody eats

the flcfli of the purple maize-thieves or daws (gracula quifcula) ; but that of the red-

winged maize-thieves, or (lares (oriolus phoeniceus) is lometimcs eaten. Some old peo-

ple have told me, that this part of America, formerly called New Sweden, (till contain-

ed as many maize-thieves as it did formerly. The caufe of this they derive from the

maize, which is now fown in much greater quantity than formerly ; and they think

that the birds can get their food with more eafe at prefenr.

The American w-hortleberry, or the vaccinium hifpidulum, is extremely abundant

over all North America, and grows in fuch places where we commonly find our

whortle-berries in Sweden. The American ones are bigger, but in molt things fo like

the Swedifli ones, that many people would take them to be mere varieties. The Eng-
lifh call them cranberries, the Swedes tranbfer, and the French in Canada atopa, which

is a name they have borrowed front the Indians. They are brought to market every
' Wednefday and Saturday at Philadelphia, late in autumn. They are boiled and pre-

pared in the fame manner as we do our red whortle-berries, or vaccinium vitis idsa
;

and they are made ufe of during winter, and part of fummer, in tarts and other kinds

of paltry. But as they are very four, they require a deal of fugar ; but that is not

very dear in a country where the fugar-planrations are not far off. Quantities of thefe

berries are fent over, prefervcd, to Europe and to the Weft Indies.

Mar. 2d. Mytilus anatinus, a kind of mufcle-fliells, was found abundantly in little

furrows, which crofl'ed the meadows. The fliells were frequently covered on the out-

fide with a thin cruft of particles of iron, when the water in the iurrovvs came from an

ii-on mine. The Englifhmen and Swedes fettled here, feldom made any ufe of thefe

fhells ; but the Indians who formerly lived here, broiled them and eat the flefli. Some
of the Europeans eat them fometimes.

Mar. 3d. The Swedes call a fpecies of little birds, fnofogel, and the Englifli call it

fnow-bird. This is Dr. Linnjeus's emberiza hyemalis. Ttie reafon why it is called

fnow-bird isbecaufe it never appears in fummer, but only in winter, when the fields are

covered with fnow. In fome winters they come in as great numbers as the maize-

thieves, fly about the houies and barns, into the gardens, and eat the corn, and the feeds

of grafs, which they find fcattered on the hills.

At eight o'clock at night we obferved a meteor, commonly called a fnow'-

fire*.

Wild pigeons, (columba migratoria), flew in the woods in numbers beyond concep-

tion ; and 1 was alTured that they were more plentiful than they had been for feveral

years paft. They came this week, and continued here for about a fortnight, after

which they all difappeared, or advanced further into the country, from whence they

came. I fliall fpeak of them more particularly in another place.

Mar. 7th. Several people told me, that it wac; a certain fign of bad weather here

when a thundcr-ftorm arofe in the fouth or fouth-v.elt, if it fpread to the eaft and
afterwards to the north : but that on the contrary, when it did not fpread at all, or,

when it fpread both eaft and welt, though it fliould rile in fouth or fouth-weft, yet it

w^ould prognofticate fair weather. To-day it was heard in fouth-weft, but it did not.

fpread at all.

Till now the froft had continued in the ground, fo that if any one had a mind to dig

a hole, he was forced to cut it through with a pick-axe. However it had not penetrated

* Probably nothing but an aurora borealis,

above
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above four inches deep. But to-day it was quite gone out. This made the foil fo foft,

that on riding, even in the woods, the horfe funk in very deep.

I often enquired among the old Engliflimcn and Swedes, whether they had found
that any trees were killed in very fevere winters, or had received much hurt. I was
anfu-ered, that young hiccorv-trecs are commonly killed in very cold weather; and
the young black oaks likewife fuffcr in the fame manner. Nay, fometimes black oaks,

five inches in diameter, were killed by the frofl in a fevere winter, and fometimes,

though very feldom, a finglc mulberry-tree was killed. Peach-trees very frequently

die in a qold winter, an-d often all the peach-trees in a whole diftricl are killed by a

fevere froft. It has been found repeatedly, with regard to thefe trees, that they can
fland the frofl: much better on hills than in vallies ; infomuch, that when the trees in

a valley were killed by froft, thofe on a hill were not hurt at all. They affured me
that they had never obferved that the black walnut-tree, the faflafras, and other trees,

had bcL'n hurt in winter. In regard to a froft in fpring, they had obferved, at different

times, that a cold night or two happened often after the trees were furnilhed with pretty

large leaves, and that by this moft of the leaves were killed. But the leaves thus
killed have always been fupplied by frefh ones. It is remarkable that in fuch cold

nights the froft ads chiefly upon the more delicate trees, and in fuch a manner that

all the leaves, to the height of feven, and even of ten feet from the ground, were killed

by the froft, and all the top remained unhurt. Several old men afl'ured me they had made
this obfervation, and the attentive engineer, Mr. Lewis Evans, has fliewn it me among
his notes. Such a cold night happened here, in the year 1746, in the night between
the I4lh and 15th of June, new ftyle, attended with the fame efleft, as appears from
Mr. Evans's ob'ervations. The trees which were then in bloflbm had loft both their

leaves and their flowers in thefe parts which were neareft the ground ; fome time after

they got frefli leaves, but no new flowers. Further it is obfervable, that the cold nights

which happen in fpring and fummer never do any hurt to high grounds, damaging only
the low and moift ones. They are likewife very perceptible in fuch places where
limeftone is to be met with ; and though all the other parts of the country be not vifited

by fuch cold nights in a fummer, yet fhofe where limeftone lies have commonly one
or two every fummer. Frequently the places where the limeftone lies are fituated on
a high ground ; but they fuffer notwithftanding their fituation ; whilft a little way off in

a lower ground, where no limeftone is to be found, the effc£i:s of the cold nights are

not felt. Mr. Evans was the firft who made this obfervation, and I have had occafion

St different times to fee the truth of it on my travels, as 1 fliall mention in the fequel.

The young hiccory-trees have their leaves killed fooner than other trees in fuch a cold

night, and the young oaks next ; this has been obferved by other people, and I have

found it to be true in the years 1749 and 1750.

Mar. I ith. Of the genus of wood peckers, we find here all thofe which Cateft^y,

in his firft volume of the Natural Hiftory of Carolina, has drawn and defcribed. I

fhall only enumerate them, and add one or two of their qualities ; but their defcription

at large I defer for another occafion.

Picus principalis, the king of the wood-peckers, is found here, though very feldom,

and only at a certain feafon.

Picus pileatus, the creited wood-pecker. This I have already mentioned.

Picus auratus, the gold-winged wood-pecker. This fpecies is plentiful here, and the

Swedes call it hittock, and piut ; both thefe names have a relation to its note ; it is al-

nioft continuallv on the ground, and is not obferved to pick in the trees ; it lives chiefly

on infcds, but fometimes becomes the prey of hawks ; it is commonly very fat, and
VOL. XIII. 3 Y its
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its flefii is very palatable. As it flays all the year, and cannot eafily get infers in win-

ter, it muft doubtlefs eat feme kinds of gral's or plants in the fields. Its form, and

feme of its qualities, make it refcmble a cuckow.

Picus Carolinus, the Carolina wood-pecker. It lives here likewife, and the co-

lour of its head is of a deeper and more fhining red than Catefby has reprefented

it, vol. i. p. 1 9. t. 19.

Picus villol'us, the fpotted, hairy, middle-fized wood-pecker is abundant here ; it

deltroys the apple-trees by pecking holes into them.

Picus erythrocephalus, the red-headed wood-pecker. This bird was frequent in the

country, and the Swedes called it merely hacklpick, or wood-pecker. They give the

fame name to all the birds which I now enumerate, the gold-winged wood-pecker ex-

cepted. This fpecies is deftructive to maize fields and orchards, for it pecks through

the cars of maize, and eats apples. In fome years they are very numerous, efpecially

where fweet apples grow, which they eat fo far that nothing but the mere peels re-

main. Some years ago there was a premium of twopence per head paid from the

public funds, in order to extirpate this pernicious bird, but this law has been repealed.

They are likewife very fond of acorns. At the approach of winter they travel to the

fouthward. But when they flay in numbers in the woods, at the beginnining of win-

ter, the people look upon it as a fign of a pretty mild winter.

Picus varius, the lefl'er, fpotted, yellow-bellied wood-pecker. Thefe birds are much
more numerous than many people wifhed 5 for this, as well as the preceding and fut-

cceding fpecies, are very hurtful to apple-trees.

Picus pubefcens, or the leaft fpotted wood-pecker. This fpecies abounds here. Of
all the wood-peckers it is the mofl dangerous to orchards, becaufe it is the mod: daring.

As foon as it has pecked a hole into the tree, it makes another clofe to the firft, in a

horizontal diredtion, proceeding till it has pecked a circle of holes round the tree.

Therefore the apple-trees in the orchards here have feveral rings round their flenis,

which lie very clofe above each other, frequently only an inch diftant from each other.

Sometimes thefe wood-peckers peck the holes fb clofe that the tree dries up. This

bird, as Catefby remarks, is lb like the leffer fpotted wood-pecker, in regard to its

colour and other qualities, that they would be taken for the fame bird were not the

former (the picus pubefcens) a great deal lefs. They agree in the bad quality, which

they both pofiefs, of pecking holes into the apple-trees.

Rana ocellata are a kind of frogs here, which the Swedes call fill-hoppetoffer, i. e.

herring-hoppers, and which now began to quack in the evening, and at night, in

fwamps, pools, and ponds. The name which the Swedes give them is derived from

their beginning to make their noife in fpring, at the fame time when the people here

go catching what are called herrings, which however differ greatly from the true Euro-

pean herrings. Thefe frogs have a peculiar note, which is not like that of our Euro-

pean frogs, but rather correfponds with the chirping of fonie large birds, and can nearly

be expreffed by picet. With this noife thev ccntinued throughout a great part of

fpring, beginning their noife foon after fun-felting, and finifliing it jufl before fun-rif-

ing. The found was fharp, but yet fo loud that it could be heard at a great diflance.

"When they expelled rain they cried much worfe than commonly, and began in the

middle of the day, or when it grew cloudy, and the rain came ufually fix hours after.

As it fnowed on the i6th of the next month, and blew very violently all day, there

was not the leaft fign of them at night ; and during the whole time that it was cold, and
whilfl the fnow lay on the fields, the froft had fo filenccd them, that we could not hear

one : but as foon as the mild weather returned, they began their noife again. They
were
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were very timorous, and it was difficult to catch them ; for as foon as a perfon ap-

proached the place where they lived, they are quite filent, and none of them appeared.

It feems that they hide themfclves entirely under water, except the tip of the fnout,

when they cry. For when I fleppcd to the pond where they were in, I could not ob-

ferve a fingle one hopping into the water. I could not fee ariy of them before I had
emptied a whole pool, where they lodged in. Their colour is a dirty green, variegated

with fpots ol brown. When they are touched they make a noife and moan ; they

then fometimes affume a form as if they had blown up the hind part of the back, fo

that it makes a high elevation ; and then they do not flir, though touched. When they

are put alive into fpirits of wine, they die within a minute.

Mar. 1 2th. The bird which the Englifli and Swedes in this country call robin-red-

breaft, is found here all the year j-ound. It is a very different bird from that which

in England bears the fame name. It is Linnasus's turdus migratorius. It fings

very melodioufly, is not very fliy, but hups on the ground, quite clofe to the

houfes.

The hazels (corylus avcllana) were now opening their bloflbms. They fucceeded

befl in a rich mould, and tiie Swedes reckoned it a fign of a good foil where they found

them growing.

Mar. 13th. The alder (betula alnus) was jufl bloffoming.

The dracontium foetidum grew plentifully in the marflies, and began to flower.

Among the (linking plants, this is the mofl foe:id ; its naufeous fcent was fo flrong

that I could hardly examine the flower ; and when I fmelled a little too long at it my
head ached. The Swedes call it byorn-blad (bear's-leaf) or byorn-retter (bear's-root.)

The Englifli call it polecat-root, becaufe its efiiuvia are as naufeous atid foetid as thofe

of the polecat, which I have mentioned before. The flowers are purple-coloured
;

when they are in full flower the leaves begin to come out of the ground ; in fummer
the cattle dtfnot touch it. Dr. Golden told me, that he had employed the root in all

cafes where the root ot the arum is made ufe of, efpecially againfl: the fcurvy, &c. The
Swedifli name it got, becaufe the bears, when they leave their winter habitations, are

fond of it in fpring. It is a common plant in all North America.

The draba verna was abundant here, and now appeared in flower.

The veratrum album was very cominon in the marflies, and in low places, over all

North America. The Swedes here call it dack, dackor, or dackretter, that is puppet-

root, becaufe the children make puppets of its flalks and leaves. The Englifli call it

itch-reed or ellebore. It is a poifonous plant, and therefore the cattle never touch it
j

however it fometimes happens that the cattle are deceived in the beginning of fpring,

when the pafliures are bare, and eat of the fine broad green leaves of this plant, which

come up very early ; but fuch a meal frequently proves fatal to them. Sheep and

geefe have likewife often been killed with it. By means of its root the maize is pre-

ferved from the greedinefs of voracious birds in the following manner : The roots

are boiled in water, into which the maize is put as foon as the water is quite cool ; the

maize muil; lie all night in it, and is then planted as ufual. When the maize-thieves,

crows, or other birds, pick up or pluck out the grains of maize their heads grow
delirious, and they fall, which fo frightens the refl:, that they never venture on the

field again : when thofewhich have tafl:ed the grains recover, they leave the field, and

are no more tempted to vifit it again. By thus preparing maize one murt: be very

careful that no other creatures touch it ; for when ducks or fowls eat a grain or two

of the maize which is thus fleeped they become very fick ; but if they fwallow a con-

fiderable quantity they die. When the root is thrown away raw no animal eats it

;

3 Y 2 but
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but when it !s put out boilcJ, its fvveet tafte tempts the beads to eat it. Dogs have

been feen to eat a little of it, and have been very fick after it ; however they have

recovered after a vomit, for when animals cannot free themfelvcs of it by this means,

they often die. Some people boil the root, and wafh the^fcorbutic parts with the water

or decodion. This is faid to caufe fome pain, and even a plentiful difcharge of urine, but

it re-eftabliflies the patient. When the children here are plagued with vermin, the

women boil this root, put the comb into the decoftion, and comb the head with it, and

this kills them moft effedually.

Mar. 17 th. At the firft arrival of the Swedes in this country, and long after that

time, it was filled with Indians. But as the Europeans proceeded to cultivate the land,

the Indians fold their land, and went further into the country. But in reality few of

the Indians really left the country in this manner ; moft of them ended their days

before, either by wars among themfelves, or by the fmall pox, a difeafe which the

Indians were unacquainted with before their commerce with the Europeans, and which

fince that time has killed incredible numbers of them. For though they can heal

wounds and other external hurts, yet they know not how to proceed with fevers, or

in general with internal difeafes. One can imagine how ill they would fucceed with

thecure of thefmall-pox, when, as foon as the puftules appeared, they leaped, naked,

into the cold water of the rivers, lakes, or fountains, and either dived over head into

it, or poured it over their body in great abundance, in order to cool the heat of the

fever. In the fame manner they carry their children, when they have the fmall-pox,

into the water and duck them *. But brandy has killed moft of the Indians. This

liquor was likewife entirely unknown to them before the Europeans came hither ; but

after they had tafted it ihey could never get enough of it. A man can hardly have

a greater defire of a thing than the Indians have of brandy. I have heard them fay,

that to die by drinking brandy was a defirable and an honorable death ; and

indeed it is no very uncommon thing to kill themfelves by drinking this liquor to

excefs.

The food of thefe Indians was very different from that of the inhabitants of the other

parts of the world. Wheat, rye, barley, oats, and rice-groats, were quite unknown
in America. In the fame manner it is with regard to the fruits and herbs which are

eaten in the old countries. The maize, fome kinds of be^ns, and melons, made almoft

the whole of the Indian agriculture and gardening ; and dogs we.re the only domeftic

animals in North America. But as their agriculture and their gardening were very

trifling, and thev could hardly live two months in a year upon their produce, they were
forced to apply to hunting and fifhing, which at that time, and even at prefent, are

their chief fubfiftence, and to feek fome of the wild plants and trees here. Some of the

• ProfcfTor Kalm wrote tin's when the truly laudable inttliocl of treating the fmall-pox with a cold

regimen was not yet adoptcj ; and he tliouglit thetetore the way in wliich the Americans treated this

difeafe was the caufe of its beng lo deleterious. But when the Kalmucks, in the Ruflian dominions, get

the fmall-pox, it has been ohferved that very few efcape. Of this 1 believe no other reafon can bealledgcd

than that the fmall-pox is always dangerous, either when the open pores of the human fkin arc too

numeiouf, which is caufcd by opening them in a warm-water batii, or when they are too mueh clofcd,

which is the cafe with all the nations that are dirty and greafy. Ail the American Indians rub their body
with oil?, the Kalmucks never wa(h themfelves, and rub their bodies and their fur coats with greafe ; the

Hottentots are. I believe, known to be patterns of (ilthinefs, their bodies being richly anointed with their

ornamental grcafy fhtep gnts ; this fliuts up all the ])orts, hinders perfpiration entirely, and makes the
fmall-pox always lethal ainonj} thefe nations ; to which we may yet add the too frequent ufe of fpiriluous

inflammatory liquors, fincc their acquaintance with the Europeans. F.

4 old
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old Swedes were yet alive, who in their younger years had an intcrcourfc with

the Indians, and had feen the minutiae of their ceconomy. I was therefore defirous

of knowing which of the fpontaneous herbs they made ufe of for food at that

time ; and ail the old men agreed that the following plants were what they chiefly

confunied.

Hopnifs or hapnifs was the Indian name of a wild plant which they ate at that time.

The Swedes ftill call it by that name, and it grows in the meadows in a good foil. The
roots refemble potatoes, and were boiled by the Indians, who eat them inftead of

bread. Some of the Swedes at that time likowife ate this root for want of bread.

Some of the Englifli ftill eat them inftead of potatoes. Mr. Bartram told me, that

the Indians who live farther in the country do dot only eat thefe roots, which are

equal in goodnefs to potatoes, but likewife take the peafe which lie in the pods of

this plant, and prepare them like common peafe. Dr. Linnseus calls the plant

glycine apios.

Katnifs is another Indian name of a plant, the root of which they were likewife

accuftomed to eat, when they lived here. The Swedes ftill preferve this name. It

grows in low, muddy, and very wet ground. The root is oblong, commonly an inch

and an half long, and one inch and a quarter broad in the middle ; but fonie of the

roots have been as big as a man's fifts. The Indians either boiled this root or roafted

it in hot aflies. Some of the Swedes likewife eat them with much appetite, at the time

when the Indians were fo near the coaft ; but at prefent none of them make any ufe

of the roots. A man of ninety-one years of age, called Nils Guftafson, told me, that

he had often eaten thefe roots when he was a boy, and that he liked them very well at

that time. He added, that the Indians, efpccially their women, travelled to the iflands,

dug out the roots, and brought them home ; and whilft they had them, they defired

no other food. They faid that the hogs, which are amazingly greedy of them, have

made them very fcarce. The cattle are very fond of its leaves. I afterwards got

fome of thefe roots roafted, and in my opinion they tafted well, though they were
rather dry : the tafte was nearly the fame with that of the potatoes. When the Indians

come down to the coaft and fee the turnips of the Europeans, they likewife give them

the name of katnifs. Their katnifs is in an arrow-head or fagittaria, and is only a

variety of the Swcdifli arrow-head or fagittaria fagittifolia, for the plant above the

ground is entirely the fame, but the root under ground is much greater in the American

than in the European. Mr. Ofbeck in his voyage to China, mentions that the Chinefe

plant a fagittaria, and eat its roots. This feems undoubtedly to be a variety of this

kitnafs. Further in the north of this part of America, I met with the other fpecies of

fagittaria which we have in Sweden.

Taw-ho and taw-him was the Indian name of another plant, the root of which they

eat. Some of '.hem likewife call it tuckah ; but moft of the Swedes ftill knew it by

the name of taw-ho. It grows in moift ground and fwamps. Hogs are very greedy

of the roots, and grow very fat by feeding on them. Therefore, they often vifit the

places where thefe roots grov/ ; and they are frequently feen rooting up the mud, and

falling with their whole body into the water, fo that only a little of the back part was

out of the water. It is therefore very plain that thefe roots muft have been extirpated

in places which are frequented by hogs. The roots often grow to the thicknefs of a

man's thigh. When they are frefli they have a pungent tafte, and are reckoned a

poifon in that frefti ftatc. Nor did the Indians ever venture to eat them raw, but pre-

pared them in the following manner : They gathered a great heap of thefe roots, dug
a great
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a great long hole, fometimes two or three fathoms and upwards in length, into which

they put the roots, and covered them with the earth that had been taken out of the

hole ; they made a great fire above it, which burnt till they thought proper to remove

it ; and then they dug up the roots, and confumed them with great avidity. Thefe

roots, when prepared in this manner, I am told, tafte like potatoes. The Indians

never dry and preferve them ; but always take them frcfli out of the marflies, when
they w'ant them. Tliis (aw-ho is the arum Virginicum, or Virginian wake-robin. If

is remarkable, that the arums, vTiih the plants next akin to them, are eaten by men
in different parts of the world, though their roots, when raw, have a fiery pungent

tafte, and are almoft poifonous in that ftate. How can men have learnt that plants

fo extremely oppofite to our nature were eatable ; and that their poifon, which burns

on the tongue, can be conquered by fire ? 1 hus the root of the cala paiuitris, which

grows in the north of Europe, is fometimes ufed inftead of bread on an exigency. The
North American Indians confume this fpecies of arum. 1 hofe of South America,

and of the Weft Indies, eat other fpecies of arums. The Hottentots, at the Cape of

Good Hope, in Africa, prepare bread from a fpecies of arum or wake-robin, which

is as burning and poifonous as the other fpecies of this plant. In the fame manner,

thev employ the roots ot feme kinds of arum as a food, in Egypt and Afia. Probably,

that fevere but fometimes ufeful miflrefs, neccfTity, has firft taught men to find out a

food which the firft tafle would have rcjeftcd as uielefs. This tav.'-ho feems to be the

fame with what the Indians in Carolina call tuckahoo.

Taw-kee is another plant, fo called by the Indians, who cat it. Some of them call

it taw-kim, and others tackvim. I he Swedes call it always by the name of taw-kee.

The plant grows in marflies, near moill and low grounds, and is very plentiful in

Norlh America. The cattle, hogs, and flags, are very fond of the leaves in fpring
;

for they are fome of the carlicft. The leaves are broad, like thofe of the convallaria,

or liily of the valley, green on the upper fide, and covered with very minute hair, fo

that they looked like a fine velvet. The Indians pluck the feeds, and keep them for

eating. Thty cannot be eaten frefli or raw, but muft be dried. The Indians were

forced to boil them repeatedly in water, before they were fit for ufe ; and then they

ate them like peafc. When the Swedes gave them butter or milk, they boiled or

broiled the feeds in it. Sometimes they employ thefe feeds inflead of bread ; and they

tafte like peafe. Some of the Swedes likewife ate them, and the old mpn among them

told me, they liked this food better than any of the other plants which the Indians

formcrlv made ufe of. This taw-kee was the orontium aquaticum.

Bilberries were likewife a very common difh among the Indians. They are called

hncklG-berries by the Englifh here, and belong to feveral fpecies of vaccinium, which

are all of ihcm different from our Swedifli bilberry-bufh, though their berries, in

regard to colour, fliapc, and tafte, are fo fimilar to the Swedifli bilberry that they arc

diflingufhed from each other with difficulty. The American ones grow on flnaibs,

which are frtjni two to four feet high ; and there are fome fpecies which are above

feven feet in height. The Indians jormerly plucked them in abundance every year,

dried them either in the fun-fliine or by the fire-fide, and afterwards prepared them for

eating in different manners. Thefe hucklc-berrics are llill a dainty difh among the

Indians. On my travels through the country of the Iroqucfe, they oilered me, when-
ever they defigncd to treat me well, frefh maize-bread, baked in an oblong fliape,

mixrd with dried hucklc-bcrries, which lay as clofe in it as the raifins in a plumb-

pudding, of which more in the fequel. The Europeans arc likewife ufed to coiled a

3 quantity
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quantity of thcfe berries, to dry them in ovens, to bake them in tarts, and to employ
them in feveral other ways. Some prefcrve them with treacle. They are likewife eaten

raw, either quite alone or with frcfli milk.

I fliall, on the 27th of March, find occafion to mention another difh, which the

Indians ate formerly, and ftill eat, on formal ceremonies.

Mar. 1 8th. Almofl during the whole of this fpring, the weather and the winds

were always calm in the morning at fun ririnj:^. At eight o'clock the wind began to

blow pretty hard, and continued fo all day, till fun-fetting ; when it ceafed, and all

the night was calm. This was the regular courfe of the weather ; but fometimesthe
winds raged without intermiflion for two or three days together. At noon it was
commonly moft violent. But in the ordinary way the wind decreafed and increai'ed

as follows : At fix in the morning, a calm ; at feven, a very gentle vveftern breeze,

which grew ftronger at eight ; at eleven it was much ftronger ; but at four in the

afternoon, it is no ftronger than it was at eight o'clock In the morning ; and
thus it goes on decreafmg till it is quite a calm, juft before fun-fet. The winds

this fpring blew generally weft, as appears from the obfervatious at the end of

this work.

I was told, that it was a very certain prognoftic of bad weather, that when you fee

clouds in the horizon in the fouth-weft, about fun-fetting, and when thofe clouds

fink below the horizon, in an hour's time, it will rain the next day, though all the

forenoon be fair and clear. But if fome clouds be feen in the fouth-weft, in the

horizon at fun-fet, and they rife fome time after, you may expect fair weather the

next day.

Mar. 20th. An old Swede prognoftlcated a change in the weather, becaufe it was
calm to-day ; for when there has been wind for fome days together, and a calm follows,

they fay, rain or fnow, or fome other change in the weather will happen. I was like-

wife told, that fome people here were of that /alfe opinion, that the weather commonly
alters on Friday ; fo that, in cafe it had rained or blown hard all the week, and a

change v;as to happen, it would commonly fall on Friday. How far the former
prognoftic has been true, appears from my own obfervations of the weather, to which

I refer.

Mar. 2 1 ft. The red maple (acer rubrum) and the American elm (ulmus
Americana) began to flower at prefent ; and fome of the latter kind were already in

full bloflbm. I

Mar. 24th. I walked pretty far to-day, in order to fee whether I could find any

plants in flower. But the cloudy weather, and the great rains which had lately

fallen, had allowed little or nothing to grow up. 'I'he leaves now began to grow
pretty green. The plants which I have juft before mentioned were now in full

bio(Tom.

The noble liverwort, or anemone hepatica, was now every where in flower. It

was abundant ; and the Swedes call it blablomfter, or blue-flower. They did not

know any ufe of it.

Near :M the corn fields on which I walked to-day, I did not fee a fingle ditch,

though many of them wanted it. But the people generally followed the Englifli way
of making no ditches along the fields, without confidering whether the corn-fields

wanted thi m or not. The confequence was, that the late rain had in many places

waflied away great pieces of the grounds, fovvn with wheat and rye. There were no
ridges left between the fields, except a very narrow one near the fence, which was

entirely overgrown with the fumach, or rhus glabra, and with black-berry buflies, fo

that
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tnat there the cattle could find very little or no food. The corn-fields were broad-cafl,

e,r divided into pieces, which were near feventeen feet broad, and feparated from each

other only by means of furrows. Thefe pieces were uniform, and not elevated in the

middle.

I\Ieloe majalis, a fpccies of oil-beetle, crept about on the hills,

Papilio antiopa, or willow butterfly, flew in the woods to-day, and was the firfl:

butterfly which I faw this year.

Papilio cuphrofyne, or the April butterfly, was one of thefcarce fpecies. The other

American infefts, which I dcfcribed this day and the following days, I fhall men-

tion on fome other occafion. In the fequel I fliall only mention thofe which were re-

markable for fome peculiar qualities.

The hay-flacks were commonly made here after the the Swedifli manner, that is, in

the fliape of a thick and fliort cone, without any cover over it. When the people wanted

any hay, they cut fome of it loofe, by a peculiar fort of a knife. However, many people,

efpecially in the environs of Philadelphia, had hay-flacks with roofs which could be

moved up and down. Near the furface of the ground were fome poles laid, on which

the hay was put, that the air may pafs freely through it. I have mentioned before, that

the cattle have no ftables in winter or fammer, but muft go in the open air, during the

whole year. However, in Philadelphia, and in a few other places, I have feen that thofe

people who made ufe of the latter kind of hay-flacks, viz. that with moveable roofs,

commonly had built them fo that the hay was put a fathom or two above the ground, on

a floor of boards, under which the cattle could ftand in winter, when the weather was

very bad. Under this floor of boards were partitions of boards on all the fides, which

however flood far enough from each other to aiford the air a free paflTage.

Mar. 27th. In the morning I went in order to fpeak with the old Swede, Nils Guf-

tafson, who was ninety-one years of age. I intended to get an account of the former

ftate of Nevi' Sweden. The country which I now pafl'ed through was the fame with (hat

which I had found in thofe parts of North America I had hitherto feen. It was divcrfified

with a variety of little hills and vallies : the former confifted of a vei-y pale brick-

coloured earthy compofed, for the greateft part, of a fine fand mixed with fome mould.

I faw no mountains, and no ftones, except fome little ftones, not above the fize of a

pigeon's or hen's egg, lying on the hills, and commonly confifling of white quartz,

which was generally fmooth and poliflied on the outfide. At the bottom, along the

vallies, ran iomctimes rivulets of chryflalline water, the bottom of which was covered

with fuch white pebbles as I havejuft defcribed. Now and then I met with a fwamp ia

the vallies. Sometimes there appeared, though at confiderable diflances from each other,

fome farms frequently furrounded on all fides by corn-fields. Almoft on every corn-

field there yet remained the flumps of trees, which had been cut down ; a proof that this

country has not been long cultivated, being overgrown with trees forty or fifty years

ago. The farms did not lie together in villages, or fo that feveral of them were near

each other, in one place ; but they were all feparated from one another. Each coun-

tryman lived by himfelf, had his own ground about his houfe, feparated from the pro-

perty of his neighbour. The greateft part of the land, between thefe farms fo diffant

from each other, was overgrown with woods, confifling of tall trees. Here and there

appeared fome fallen trees, thrown down by the wind ; fome were torn up by the

roots ; others broken quite acrofs the flem. In fome parts of the country the trees

were thick and tail, but in others I found large traifls covered with young trees, only

twenty, thirty, or forty years old : thefe tratts, I am told, the Indians formerly had
iheir little plantations in. ' I did not yet fee any marks of the leaves coming out, and

I did
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I did not meet with a flower in the woods ; for the cold winds, which had blown for

.feveral days together fucccffively, had hindered this. The woods confifted chiefly of

feveral fpccies of oak, and of hiccory. The fwamps were filled with red maple, which
was all now in flower, and made thefo places look quite red at a diftance.

'J'he old Swede, whom 1 came to vifit, feenied to be ftill pretty hearty and frefli, and

could walk by the help of a ftick ; but he complained of having fult, in thefe latter

years, fome pains in his back and limbs, that he could keep his feet warm in winter

only by fitting near the fire. He faid he could very well remember the ftate of this

country, at the time when the Dutch poflcflTed it, and in what circumfiances it was in be-

fore the arrival ol the Englifli. He added, that he had brought a great deal of timber

to Philadelphia, at the time that it was built. He (till remembered to have feen a great

forefl: on the fpot where Philadelphia now Hands. The father of this old man had been

one of the Swedes who were fent over from Sweden, in order to cultivate and inhabit

this country. He returned me the following anfwers to the queftions I afked him.

Quere, Whence did the Swedes, who firft came hither, get their cattle ? The old

man anfvvered, that when he was a boy, his father and other people had told him, that

the Swedes brought their horfes, cows, and oxen, fheep, hogs, geefe, and ducks,

over with them. There were but few of a kind at firft, but they multiplied greatly

here afterwards. He faid, that Maryland, New York, New England, and Virginia, had

been fooner inhabited by Europeans than this part of the country ; but he did not

know whether the Swedes ever got cattle of any kind from any of thefe provinces,

except from New York. Whilft he was yet very young, the Swedes, as well as he

could remember, had already a fufficient ftock of all thefe animals. The hogs had

propagated fo much at that time, there being fo great a plenty of food for them, that

they ran about wild in the woods, and that the people were obliged to fhoot them,

when they intended to make ufe of them. The old man likewife recollefted, that

horfes ran wild in the woods, in fome places ; but he could not tell whether any other

kind of cattle turned wild. He thought that the cattle grow as big at prefent as they

did when he was a boy, fuppofing they get as much food as they want ; for in his

younger years, food for all kinds of cattle was fo plentiful, and even fo fuperfluous,

that the cattle were extremely well fed by it, A cow at that time gave more milk

than three or four do at prefent ; but fhe got more and better food at that time, than

three or four get now.

Quere, Whence did the Englifh in Penfylvania and New Jerfey get their cattle ?

They bought them chiefly from the Swedes and Dutch, who lived here ; and a fmali

number were brought over from Old England. The form of the cattle, and the

unanimous accounts of the Englifh here, confirmed v\'hat the old man had faid.

Quere, Whence did the Swedes here fettled get their feveral forts of corn, and like-

wife their fruit-trees and kitchen-herbs ? The old man told me that he had frequently

heard, when he was young, that the Swedes had brought all kinds of corn, and fruits,

and herbs, or feeds of them, with them. For, as far as he could recolledl, the Swedes

here were plentifully provided with wheat, rye, barley, and oats. The Swedes, at that

time, brewed all their beer of malt made of barley, and likewife made good ftrong beer.

They had already got diftilling veffels, and made good brandy. Every one among
them had not a diftilling vefTel, but when they intended to diftil, they lent their appa-

ratus to one another. At firft they were forced to buy maize of the Indians, both for

fowing and eating. But after continuing for fome years in this country, they extended

their maize plantations fo much that the Indians were obliged, fome time after, to buy

maize of the Swedes. The old man likewife aflfured me, that the Indians formerly, and

about the time of the firft fettling of the Swedes^ were more induftrious and laborious

VOL. XIII. 32 in
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in every branch of bufinefs than they are now. Whilft he was young, the Swedes had

a great quantity of very good white cabbage. Winter cabbage, or cale, which was left

on the ground during winter, was hkewife abundant. They were Hkeviife well pro-

vided with turnips : in winter they kept them in holes under ground ; but the old man
did not like that method ; for when they had lain too long in thefe holes, in winter

they became fpungy. He preferred that method of keeping them which is now com-

monly adopted, and which confifts in the following particulars. After the turnips

have been taken out of the ground in autumn, and expofed to the air for a while, they

are put in a heap upon the field, covered with ftraw at the top, and on the fides, and

with earth over the flraw. By this means they (land the winter very well here, and

do not become fpungy. The Indians are very fond of turnips, and called them fome-

times hopnifs, fometimes katnifs. The Swedes Hkewife cultivated carrots, in the old

man's younger years. Among the fruit-trees were apple-trees : they were not nume-
rous, and only fome of the Swedes had little orchards of them, whilil others had not

a fingle tree. None of the Swedes made cyder, for it is come into ufe but lately. The
Swedes brewed ftrong beer and fmall beer, and it was their common liquor ; but at

prefent there are very few who brew beer, for they commonly prepare cyder. Cherry-

trees were abundant when Nils Guftafson was yet a boy. Peach-trees were at that

time more numerous than at prefent, and the Swedes brewed beer of the fruit. The
old man could not tell from whence the Swedes firft of all got the peach-trees.

During the younger years of this old man, the Indians were every where fpread in

the country ; they lived among the Swedes, and were fcattered every where. The old

man mentioned Swedes who had been killed by the Indians ; and he mentioned two

of his countrymen who had been fcalped by them. They dole children from the Swedes,

and carried them oiF, and they were never heard of again. Once they came and killed

fome Swedes, and took the upper part of their fculls with them ; on that occafion they

fcalped a little girl, and would have killed her, if they had not perceived a boat full of

Swedes, making towards them, which obliged them to fly ; the girl was afterwards

healed, but never got any hair on her head again : fhe was married, had many chil-

dren, and lived to a confiderable age. At another time the Indians attempted to kill

the mother of this old man, but fhe vigoroufly refifted them, and in the mean while a

number of Swedes came up, who frightened the Indians, and made them run away. .

Nobody could ever find out to what nation of Indians thefe owe their origin j for in

general they lived very peaceably with the Swedes.

The Indians had their little plantations of maize in many places ; before the Swedes

came into this country, the Indians had no other than their hatchets made of ftone. In

order to make maize plantations they cut out the trees, and prepared the ground in the

manner I have before mentioned. They planted but little maize, for they lived chiefly

upon hunting ; and throughout the greatefl; part of fummer, their hopnifs, or the roots

of the glycine apios, their katnifs, or the roots of the fagittaria fagittifolia, their tawho

or the roots of the arum virginicum, their taw-kee or orontium aquaticum, and whortle-

berries, were their chief food. They had no horfes or other cattle which could be fub-

fervient to them in their agriculture, and therefore did all the woi'k with their own
hands. After they had reaped the maize, they kept it in holes under ground, during

winter ; they dug thefe holes feldom deeper than a fathom, and often not fo deep ; at

the bottom and on the fides they put broad pieces of bark. The andropogon bicorne,

a grafs which grows in great plenty here, and which the Englifli call Indian grafs, and

the Swedes wilikt grafs *, fupplies the want of bark ; the ears of maize are then thrown

into the hole, and covered to a confiderable thickncfs with the fame grafs, and the

* Grafiof ilie favagis.

1
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whole is again covered by a fufllcient quantity of earth : the maize kept extremely well

in thofe holes, and each Indian had feveral fuch fubterraneous (tores, where his corn
lay fafe, though he travelled far from it. After the Swedes had fettled here, and
planted apple-trees and peach-trees, the Indians, and cfpecially their women, fomelimes
flole the fruit in great quantity ; but when the Swedes caught them, they gave them a

fevere drubbing, took the fruit from them, and often their clothes too. In the fame
manner it happened fometimes, that as the Swedes had a great increafe of hogs, and
they ran about in the woods, the Indians killed fome of them privately and feafled

upon them ; but there were likewife fome Indians who bought hogs of the Swedes and
fed them ; they taught them to run after them like dogs, and whenever they removed
from one place to another, their hogs always followed them. Some of thofe Indians

got fuch numbers of thefe animals, that they afterwards gave them to the Swedes for

a mere trifle. When the Swedes arrived in America the Indians had no domeftic

animals, except a fpecies of little dogs. The Indians were exti-emely fond of milk,

and ate it with pleafure when the Swedes gave it them. They likewife prepared a kind
of liquor like milk in the following manner : they gathered a great number of hiccory

nuts, and v^alnuts from the black walnut-trees, dried and crufhed them ; then they

took out the kernels, pounded them fo fine as flour, and mixed this flour with water,

which took a miiky hue from them, and was as fweet as milk. They had tobacco-

pipes of clay, manufaclured by themfelves, at the time that the Swedes arrived here

;

they did not always fmoke true tobacco, but made ufe of another plant inftead of it,

which was unknown to the old Swedes, but of which he aflured me that it was not

the common mullein, or verbafcum thapfus, which is generally called Indian tobacco

here.

As to their religion, the old man thought it very trifling, and even believed that

they had none at all ; when they heard loud claps of thunder, they faid that the evil

fpirit was angry ; fome of them faid that they believed in a God, who lives in heaven.

The old Swede once walked with an Indian, and they met with a red-fpotted fnake on
the road : the old man therefore went to feek a fliick in order to kill the fnake ; but the

Indian begged he would not touch it, becaufe he adored it : perhaps the Swede would
not have killed it, but on hearing that it was the Indian's deity, he took a flick and
killed it, in the prefence of the Indian, faying : becaufe thou believeft in it, I think

myfelf obliged to kill it. Sometimes the Indians came into the Swedifli churches,

looked at them, heard them, and went away again, after a while. One day as this

old Swede was at church, and did not fing, becaufe he had no pfalm-book by him,

one of the Indians, who was well acquainted with him, tapped him on the Ihoulder, and
faid : Why doft thou not fing with the others, Tantanta ! Tantanta ! Tantanta ?

On another occafion, asafermonwas preached in the Swedifli church at Raccoon, an

Indian came in, looked about him, and, after hearkening a while to the preacher, he

faid : Here is a great deal of prattle and nonfenfe, but neither brandy nor cyder ; and
went out again. For it is to be obferved, that when an Indian makes a fpeech to his

companions, in order to encourage them to war, or to any thing elfe, they all drink

immoderately on thofe occafions.

At the time when the Swedes arrived, they bought land at a very inconfiderable

price. For a piece of baize, or a pot full of brandy, or the like, they could get a

piece of ground, which at prefent would be worth more than four hundred pounds,

Penfylvania currency. When they fold a piece of land, they commonly figned an

agreement ; and though they could neither read nor write, yet they fcribbled their

marks, or fignatures, at the bottom of it. The father of old Nils Guftafson bought a

3 z 2 piece
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piece of ground from the Indians in New Jerfey. As foon as the agreement was drawre

up, and the Indians fhould fign it, one of them, whofe name fignified a beaver, drew
a beaver; another of them drew a bow and an-ow ; and a third a mountain, inftead of
their names. Their canoes they made of thick trees, which they hollowed out by fire,

and made them fmooth again with their hatchets, as has been before mentioned.

The following account the old man gave me, in anfwer to my queftions with regard

to the weather and its changes: it was his opinion, that the weather had always been
pretty uniform ever fince his childhood : that there happen as great ftorms at prefent as

formerly : that the funjmers now are fometimes hotter, fometimes colder, than they

were at that time ; that the winters were often as cold and as long as formerly ; and
that ftill there often f.ills as great a quantity of fnow as in former times. However, he
thought that no cold winter came up to that which happened in the year 1 697 ; and which
is often mentioned in the almanacks of this country ; and I have mentioned it in the

beginning of this volume. For in that winter the river Delaware was fo ftrongly

covered with ice, that the old man brought many waggons full of hay over it, near

Chriftina ; and that it was paffable in fledges even lower. No cattle, as far as he could

recolleft, were flarved to death in cold winters ; except, in later years, fuch cattle as

were lean, and had no ftables to retire into. It commonly does not rain, neither more
nor lefs, in fummer than it did formerly ; excepting that, during the laft years, the

fummers have been more dry. Nor could the old Swede find a diminution of water in

brooks, rivers, and fwamps. He allowed, as a very common and certain hO., that

wherever you dig wells you meet with oyfter-fliells in the ground.

The old Guftafson was of opinion that intermitting fevers were as frequent and
violent formerly as they are now ; but that they feemed more uncommon, becaufe there

were fewer people at that time here. When he got this fever he was not yet full

grown. He got it in fummer, and had it till the enfuing fpring, which is almoft a year ;

but it did not hinder him from doing his work, either within or out of doors. Pleurify

likewife attacked one or two of the Swedes formerly ; but it was not near fo common
as it is now. The people in general were very healthy at that time.

Some years ago, the old Swede's eyes were fo much weakened, that he was forced

to make ufe of a pair of fpedacles. He then got a fever ; which was fo violent that

it was feared he would not recover. However, he became quite well again, and at the

fame time got new ftrengih in his eyes, fo that he has been able to read without fpedaclea

fince that time.

The houfes which the Swedes built when they firfl: fettled here, were very bad.

The whole houfe confifted of one little room, the door of which was fo low, that

one was obliged to ftoop in order to get in. As they had brought no glafs with them,

they were obliged to be content with little holes, before which a moveable board was
faftened. Thev found no mofs, or at leaft none which could have been ferviceable in

uopping up holes or cracks in the walls. They were therefore forced to clofe them,

both without and within, with clay. The chimneys were made in a corner, either of

grey fand, a ftone, or (in places where no ftone was to be got) of mere clay, which

they laid very thick in one corner of the houfe. The ovens for baking were likewife in

the rooms.

Before the Englifh came to fettle here, the Swedes could not get as many cloaths as

they wanted, and were therefore obliged to make fhift as well as they could. The men
wore waiftcoats and breeches of Ikins. Hats were not in fafliipn ; and they made little

caps, provided with flaps before. They had worfted ftockings. Their fhoes were of

their own making. Some of them had learnt to prepare leather, and to make com-

ic men
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mon ftioes, with heels ; but thofe who were not fhoemakers by profeflion, took the

length of their feet, and fewed ihe leather together accordingly ; taking a piece for the

fole, one for the hind-quarters, and one more for the upper-leather. At that time they

likewife fowed flax here, and wove linen cloth. Hemp was not to be got ; and they

madeufe of flaxen ropes and filhing tackle. The women were dreflTed in jackets and

petticoats of fkins. Their beds, excepting the flieets, were (kins of feveral animals
;

fuch as bears, wolves, &c.

Tea, coffee, and chocolate, which are at prefent univerfally in ufe here, were then*
wholly unknown. Bread and butter, and other fubftantial food, was what tjiey break-

fafted upon ; and the above-mentioned fuperfluities have only been lately intro-

duced, according to the account of the old Swede. Sugar and treacle they had in

abundance, as far as he could remember ; and rum formerly bore a more moderate
price.

From the accounts of this old Swede I concluded, that before the Englifli fettled here

they followed wholly the cuftoms of Old Sweden ; but after the Englifli had been in

the country for fome time, the Swedes began gradually to follow their cuftoms. When
this Swede was but a boy there were two Swedifh fmiths here, who made hatchets,

knives, and fcythes, exaftly like the Swcdifli ones, and made them fliarper than they

can be got now. The hatchets now in ufe are in the Englifli way, with a broad edge
;

and their handles are very narrow. Almoft all the Swedes made ufe of baths ; and
they commonly bathed every Saturday. They celebrated Chriflmas with feveral forts

of games, and with feveral peculiar diflies, as is ufual in Sweden ; all which is now,
for the greatefl: part, left off. In the younger years of this Swede they made a pecu-
liar-kind of carts here. They fawed thick pieces of liquidamber trees, and made ufe

of two of them for the foremoft wheels, and of two more for the hindmofl:. With
thofe carts they brought home their wood. Their fledges were at that time made almoft

in the fame manner as they are now, or about as broad again as the true Swedifli ones.

Timber and great beams of wood were carried upon a dray. They baked great loaves,

fuch as they do now. They had never any bifcuit, though the clergymen, who came
from Sweden, commonly got fome baked.

The Englifli on their arrival here bought large trafts of land of the Swedes, at a

very inconfiderable price. The father of the old Swede fold an eflate to the Englifli,

which at this time would be reckoned worth three hundred pounds, for which he got

a cow, a fow, and a hundred gourds.

With regard to the decreafe of birds, the number of them and fifli, he was wholly

of that opinion which I have already mentioned. This was the account which the old

man gave me of the former ftate of the Swedes in this country. I fliall fpeak more
particularly of it in the fequel.

Hurricanes are fonietimes very violent here, and often tear up great trees. They
fometimes proceed as it were in peculiar trads, or lines. Tn fome places, efpeciaily in

the hurricane's trad, all the trees are flruck down, and it looks as if the woods were
cut down defignedly ; but clofe to the trad the trees receive no hurt. Such is the

place which was fliewn to me to-day. It is dangerous to go into the woods where the

hurricanes blow ; for no one can guard fufliciencly againft the ludden fall of trees.

The Penfylvania afp was now in full bloffom. But neither this tree, nor thofe near
a-kin to it, fliewed their leaves.

* Before the Eiiglifti fettled here.

An
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An old countryman afferted, that he commonly fowed a bufliel of rye on an acre of

ground, and got twenty bufliels in return ; but from a bufliel of barley he got thirty

bufliels. However, in that cafe the ground mufl; be well prepared. Wheat returns

about as much as rye. The foil was a clay mixed with fand and mould.

In the evening I returned*.

March 28th. I found a black beetle t (fcarabseus) with a pentagonal oval clypeus

or fliield, on the head a fliort blunt horn, and a gibbous or hump-backed thorax, or

corfelet. This beetle is one of the bigger fort here. I found here and there holes on

the hills, which were fo wide that I could put my finger into them. On digging them

up I always found thefe beetles lying at the bottom, about five inches under ground.

Sometimes there were fhort whitifli worms, about as thick as one's finger, which lay

with the beetles ; and perhaps they were related to them. There were likewife other

infeds in fuch holes, as a black cricket (gryllus campeftris), fpiders, earth-beetles

(carabi), and others. This beetle had a fcent exaftly like the trifolium melilotus

casrulea, or the blue melilot. It was entirely covered with oblong pale ticks (acari).

Its feet were as ftrong as thofe of the common dung chaffer (^fcarabasus ftercora-

rius).

April 4th. A cicindela, or fliining beetle, with a gold-green head, thorax, and

feet, and a blue-green abdomen or belly, flew every where about the fields, and was

hunting other infefts. It is very common in North America, and feems to be a mere

variety of the cicindela campeftris.

Cimex lacuftris, a kind of water-bugs, hopped in numbers on the furface of waters

which had a flow courfe.

Dytifcus piceus, or, the great water-beetle, fwam fometimes in the water.

About fixty years ago, the greateft part of this country was covered with tall and

thick trees, and the fwamps were full of water. But it has undergone fo great a

change, as few other places have undergone in fo fliort a time. At prefent the forefts

are cut down in moft places, the fwamps drained by ditches, the country cultivated, and

changed into corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. Therefore, it feems very reafonable

to fuppofe, that fo fudden a change has likewife had fome effedb upon the weather. I

was therefore defirous of hearing from the old Swedes, who have lived the longeft in

this country, and have been inhabitants of this place during the whole time of the

change mentioned, whether the prefent ftate of the weather was in fome particulars re-

markably different from that which they felt in their younger years ? The following is

an account which they all unanimoufly gave me in anfwer to this queftion.

The winter came fooner formerly than it does now. Mr. Ifaac Norris, a wealthy

merchant, who has a confiderable fliare in the government of Penfylvania, confirmed

this by a particular account. His father, one of the firft Englifli merchants in this

country, obfcrvcd, that in his younger years the river Delaware was commonly covered

with ice, about the middle of November, old ftyle, fo that the merchants were

obliged to bring down their (hips in great hafte before that time, for fear of their being

obliged to lie all winter. On the contrary, this river feldom freezes over at prefent,

before the middle of December, old ftyle.

• From Nils Guflafson, the old Swede.

t The beetle here dd'cribcd fctms to be the fcarabKus Carollmis, Linn. Syd. Nat. p. 545, and of
Drnry lUullrations of Nat. Mill. tab. 35. f. 2. It is toinmon in New York, New Jeifey, Penfylvania,

Maryland, and Carolina. I'".
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It fnowed much more in winter, formerly, than it does now ; but the weather in ge*

neral was likewife more conftant and uniform ; and when the cold fet in, it continued

to the end ol February, or till March, old ftyle, when it commonly began to grow
warm. At prefent, it is warm, even the very next day after a fevere cold j and fome-

times the weather changes feveral times a day.

Mofl of the old people here were of opinion, that fpring came much later at prefent,

than formerly, and that it was now much colder in the latter end of February, and the

whole month of May, than when they were young. Formerly the fields were as green,

and the air as warm, towards the end of February, as it is now in March, or in the be-

ginning of April, old ftyle. The Swedes at that time made ufe of this phrafe : palk

bitida, pafk fent, altid gras, that is, we have always grafs at Eafter, whether it be foon or

late in the year. But perhaps we can account as follows, for the opinion which the

people here have, that vegetation appeared formerly more forward than it does now.
Formerly the cattle were not fo numerous as now ; however, the woods were full of

grafs and herbs, which, according to the teftimony of all the old people here, grew to

the height of a man. At prefent a great part of the annual gralfes and plants have

been entirely extirpated by the continual grazing of numbers of cattle. Thefe annual

grafles were probably green very early in fpring, and (being extirpated) might lead

the people to believe, that every thing came on fooner formerly than it does at

prefent.

,It ufed to rain more abundantly than it does now ; during the harveft efpecially, the

rains fell in fuch plenty, that it was very difficult to bring home the hay and corn.

Some of the laft years had been extremely dry. However, a few people were of

opinion that it rained as plentifully at prefent, as formerly.

All the people agreed, that the weather was not by far fo inconftant, when they

were young, as it is now. For at prefent it happens at all times of the year, that when
a day has been warm, the next is very cold, and vice verfa. It frequently happens
that the weather alters fever^tl times in one day ; fo that when it has been a pretty

warm morning, the wind blows from north weft about ten o'clock, and brings a

cold air with it; yet a little after noon it may be warm again. My meteorological ob-

fervations fufficiently confirm the reality of thefe fudden changes of weather, which are

faid te caufe, in a great meafure, the people to be more unhealthy at prefent, than

they were formerly.

I likewife found every body agree in aflerting, that the winter, betwixt the autumn
of the year 1697, and the fpring of the year 1698, was the coldclt and the fevereft

which they had ever felt.

April 6th. Sanguinaria Canadenfis, which is here called blood-root, becaule the

root is great and red, and, when cut, looks like the root of red beet, and the epiga:a

repens, which fome call the creeping ground-laurel, were both beginning to flower.

The former grew in a rich mould, the other in a poorer foil.

The Laurus ssftivalis, which fome people call fpice-wood, likewife began to blof-

fom about this time ; its leaves were not yet broke out ; it liked a moift foil in

the woods.

April 9th. Apocynum Cannabinum was by the Swedes called hemp of the Indi-

ans *; and grew plentifully in old corn-grounds, in woods, on hills, and in high glades.

The Swedes have given it the name of Indian hemp, becaufe the Indians formerly, and

even now, apply it to the fame purpofes as the Europeans do hemp ; for the ftalk may

* Wilfltt hampa.

b^
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be divided into iilanients, and is eafily prepared. When the Indians were yet fettled

among the Swedes, in Penfylvania and New Jerfey, they made ropes of this apocynum,
which the Swedes bought, and employed them as bridles, and for nets. Thefe ropes

were ftronger, and kept longer in water, than fuch as were made of common hemp.
The Swedes commonly got fourteen yards of thefe ropes for one piece of bread.

Many of the Europeans (till buy fuch ropes, becaufe they laft fo well. The Indians

likewife make feveral other fluffs of their hemp. On my journey through the country

of the Iroquefe, I faw the women employed in manufafturing this hemp. They made
ufe neither of fpinning-wheels nor diftaffs, but rolled the filaments upon their bare

thighs, and made thread and ftrings of them, which they dyed red, yellow, black, &c.
and afterwards worked them into fluffs, with a great deal of ingenuity. The plant is

perennial, which renders the annual planting of it altogether unneceffary. Out of the

root and flalk of this plant, when it is frefh, comes a white milky juice, which is

fomewhat poifonous. Sometimes the fifhing tackle of the Indians confifls entirely of
this hemp. The Europeans make no ufe of it, that I know of.

Flax and cat-tail, were names given to a plant which grows in bays, rivers, and in

deep whirlpools, and which is known to botanifls by the name of Typha latifolia. Its

leaves are here twifted together, and formed into great oblong rings, which are put

upon the horfe's neck, between the mane and the collar, in order to prevent the horfe's

neck from being hurt by the collar. The bottoms of chairs were frequently made of

thefe leaves, twifled together. Formerly the Swedes employed the wool or cotton

which furrounds its feeds, and put it into their beds inftead of feathers j but as it coalef-

ces into lumps after the beds have been ufed for fonie time, they have left off making
ufe of them. I omit the ufe of this plant in phyfic, it being the peculiar province of

the phyficians.

A fpecies of leek*, very like that which appears only in woods on hills in Sweden,
grows at prefent on almoft all corn-fields mixed with fand. The Englifh here called it

garlick. On fome fields it grew in great abundance. When the cattle grazed on fuch

fields, and ate the garlick, their milk, and the butter which was made of it, tafted fo

ftrongly of it, that they were fcarce eatable. Sometimes they fold butter in the Phi-

ladelphia markets, which tafted to flrongly of garlick that it was entirely ufelefs. On
this account, they do not fuller milking cows to graze on fields where garlick abounds

:

this they referve for other fpecies of cattle. When the cattle eat much of this garlick

in fummer, their flefh has likewife fuch a flrong flavour, that it is unfit for eating.

This kind of garlick appears early in fpring ; and the horfes always pafTed by it without

ever touching it.

• Allium arvenfe; odore gravi, capitulis bulbofis rubentibus. See Gronov. Flora Virginica, 37. Thi's

leek feems to be Dr. Linnsus's Allium Canadenfe, fcapo nudo tercti, foliis lincaribus, capitulo bulbifero.

Spec, plant. I. p. 43 i. F.
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PETER KALM'S TRAVELS.

VOLUME THE SECOND.

PREFACE OF THE EDITOR TO THE SECOND VOLUME.

I
COULD have left this volume without preface, was it not for fome circumftances

which I am going to memion.

The author of this account of North America is a Swede, and therefore feems

always to fhew a peculiar way of thinking in regard to the Englifli in general, and in

regard to the firfl: proprietors and inhabitants of Philadelphia in particular. The
French, the natural enemies of the Englifli, have, for upwards of a century, been the

allies of the Swedes, who therefore are in general more fond of them than of the

Englifli. The external politenefs of the French in Canada fully captivated our author,

prejudiced him in their favour, and alienated his mind, though unjuftly, from the

Englifli. I have therefore now and then, in remarks, been obliged to do the Englifli

jufl;ice, efpecially when I faw the author carried away either by prejudice or mifinfor-

mation. He pafled almoft all the winter, between 1748 and 1749, at Raccoon, and
converfed there with his countrymen ; when he came to Philadelphia he likewife was
in the company of the Swedes fettled there ; thefe, no doubt, furniflied him with

many partial and difingenuous accounts of the Englifli, and gave his mind that un-

favourable bias which he fo often difplays in prejudice of a nation, now at the head of

the enlightened world, in regard to every religious, moral, and focial virtue. The
author frequently feems to throw an illiberal reflexion on the firfl; proprietors of Pen-

fylvania, and the Quakers ; though they got that province not by force, but by a

charter from the Englifli government, to whom the Swedes gave it up by virtue of a

public treaty. Prompted by fuch falfe infinuations of his countrymen, he likewife

enters very minutely into the circumfl:ances of the Swedes, and often omits more im-

portant points relative to the legiflator and father of Penfylvania, William Penn, who
gave that province exiftience, laws, and reputation.

The author, however, often does jufl:iceto the excellent confl:itution of Penfylvania,

as may be feen in vol. i. But when he fpeaks of fliones attrafting the moifliure of the

air, fee vol. i. this is fomewhat unphilofophically exprefled. No fl:one attracts the

moifl:ure of the air unlefs impregnated with faline particles ; however, when the ftones

are colder than the atniofphere, they then condenfe the moifliure of the air on their

furface: the porous flionesabforb it immediately, but thofe of a more folid texture, as

marbles, &c. keep it on their furface till it evaporates.

I here take the opportunity of returning my humble thanks to my friends, who have

generoufly promoted this publication ; as without this public manner of acknowledging

their favours, I vi'ould think myfelf guilty of ingratitude, which, in my opinion, is one

of the mofl: detefl:able vices.

London,

Feb. the 15th, 1771.

VOL. XIII. 4 A PETER
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PETER KALM'S TRAYELS.— VOLUME THE SECOND.

APRIL the 1 2th, 1749. This morning I went to Philadelphia and the places

adjacent, in order to know whether there were more plants lately fprung up than
at Raccoon, and in New Jerfey in general. The wet weather which had happened
the preceding days had made the roads very bad in low and clayey places.

The leaves which dropt laft autumn had covered the ground in depth three or four

inches. As this feems to hinder the growth of the grafs, it was cuflomary to burn it in

March, or at the end of that month, (according to the old flile) in order to give the

grafs the liberty of growing up. I found feveral fpots burnt in this manner to-day;

but if it be ufeful one way, it does a grest deal of damage in another ; all the young
ihoots of feveral trees were burnt with the dead leaves, which diminifhes the woods
confiderably ; and in fuch places where the dead leaves had been burnt for feveral years

together, the old trees were only left, which being cut down, there remains nothing

but a great field, without any wood. At the fame time, all forts of trees "and plants

are confumed by the fire, or at lead deprived of their power of budding ; a great

number of plants, and moft of the graffes here, are annual ; their feeds fall between
the leaves, and by that means are burnt : this is another caufe of univerfal complaint,

that grafs is much fcarcer at prefent in the woods than it was formerly ; a great number
of dry and hollow trees are burnt at the fame time, though they could ferve as fuel

in the houfes, and by that means fpare part of the forefts. The upper mould likewife

burns away in part by that means, not to mention feveral other inconveniencies with

which this burning of the dead leaves is attended. To this purpofe, the government of
Penfylvania have lately publiflied an edifl:, which prohibits this burning ; neverthelefs

every one did as he pleafed, and this prohibition met with a general cenfure.

There were vafl: numbers of woodlice in the woods about this time ; they are a very

difagreeable infed ; for as foon as a perfon fits down on an old flump of a tree, or on
a tree which is cut down, or on the ground itfelf, a whole array of woodlice creep upon
his clothes, and infenfibly come upon the naked body.

I had a piece of petrified wood given me to-day, which was found deep in the ground
at Raccoon. In this wood the fibres and inward rings appeared very plainly ; it feemed
to be a piece of hiccory, for it was as like it, in every refpeft, as if it had but juft

been cut from a hiccory tree.

I likewife got fome fhells to-day, which the Englifh commonly call clams, and
whereof the Indians make their ornaments and money, which I fliall take an oppor-

tunity of fpeaking of in the fequel. Thcfe clams were not frefli, but fuch as are every

where found in New Jerfey, on digging deep into the ground ; the live fhells of this

kind are only found in fait water, and on the fca coafts. But thefe clams were found
at Raccoon, about eight or nine Englifh miles from the river Delaware, and near a
hundred from the nearcft fea-fhore.

At night I went to Mr. Bartram's feat.

April 13th. I employed this day in feveral obfervations relative to botany.

Two nefts of wafps hung in a high maple-tree, over a brook. Their form was
wholly the fame with that of our wal'p nefts, but they exceeded them in fize. Each

4 nefl
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nefl was ten inches in diameter ; in each ncft were three cakes, above one another, of

which the lowermofl was the biggcll, and the two uppcrmoft decreafed in proportion :

there were fome eggs of wafps in them. The diameter of the loweft cake was about

fix inches and one quarter, and tliat of the uppermoft, three inches and three quarters.

The cells in which the eggs, or the young ones were depofited, were hexagonal, and

the colour of the neft grey. I was told that the wafps make this kind of nefl:s out of

the grey fplints, which flick to old pales and walls. A dark brown bee, with black

antenna;, and two black rings on the belly, and purple wings, flew about the trees,

and might perhaps be an inhabitant of thcfe nefls.

Another kind of wafps, which are larger than thefe, make their nefls quite open.

It confifls merely of one cake, which hac no covering, and is made of the boughs of

trees. The cells are horizontal, and when the eggs or young larvas lie in them they

have lids or coverings, that the rain may not come into them. But whither the old

wafps retreat during ftornis, is a myflery to me, except they creep into the crevices of

rocks. That ilde of the cake which isuppermofl is covered with fome oily particles,

fo that the rain cannot penetrate. The cells are hexagonal, from five to feven lines

deep, and two lines in diameter. Mr. Bartram obferved, that thefe nefls are built of

. two forts of materials, viz. the fplints which are found upon old pales, or fences, and

w'hich the wind feparates from them; for the wafps have often been obferved to fit on

fuchold wood, and to gnaw away thefe fplints ; the fides, and the lid or cover of the

cells are made of an animal fubflance, or glutinous matter, thrown up by the wafps,

or prepared in their mouths ; for when this fubllance is thrown into the fire, it does not

burn, but is only finged, like hair or horn. But the bottom of the nefl being put

into the fire, burns like linen or half-rotten wood, and leaves a fmell of buuit wood.

The wafps, whofe nefls I have now defcribed, have three elevated black fhining points

on the forehead*, and a pentagonal black fpot on the thorax. Towards the end of

autumn thefe wafps creep into the cavities of mountains, where they lie torpid during

winter. In fpring, when the fun begins to operate, they come out during day-time,

but return towards night, when it grows cold. I faw them early in fpring during fun-

fhine, in and about fome cavities in the mountains. I was told of another fpecies of

wafps, which make their nefls under ground.
,

Gyrinus natator (Americanus), or the whirl-beetles. Thefe were found dancing in

great numbers on the furface of the waters.

April 14th. This morning I went down to Chefler: in feveral places on the road

are faw-mills ; but thofe which I faw to-day had no more than one faw. I likewife

perceived that the woods and forefts of thefe parts had been very roughly treated. It

is cuflomary here, when they ere£l faw-mills, wind-mills, or iron-works, to lead the

water a good way lower, in cafe the ground near a fall in the river is not convenient for

building upon.

April 16th. This morning I returned to Raccoon. This country has feveral kinds

of fwallows, viz. fuch as live in barns, in chimneys, and under ground ; there are

likewife martens.

The barn fwallows, or houfe fwallows, are thofe with a furcated tail. They are

Linnasus's hirundo ruflica. I found them in all the parts of North America which I

travelled over. They correfpond very nearly to the Europeanhoufe-fwallow. In regard to

* Thefe three points are common to moft infcds, and ought therefore not to be made chara(!leri(li'-3

of any particular fpecies. They are called llemmata, and are a kind of eyes which Icrve the iufeCls for

looking at dillant objetls, as the compound eyes do for objeifts near at hand. F.

4 A 2 their
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their colour, however, there feems to be a fmall difFerence in the note. I took no no-

tice this year when they arrived : but the following year, 1750, I obferved them for

the firft time, on the loth of April (new flyle) ; the next day in the morning, I faw
great numbers of them fitting on pofts and planks, and they were as wet as if they had

been juft come out of the fea *. They build their nefts in houfes, and under the roofs

on

• It has been a fubjeft of conteft among naturalifls, to determine the winter retreat of fwallows. Some
think, they go to warmer climates when they difappear in the northern countries : others fay, they creep

into hollow trees, and holes in clefts of rocks, and lie there all the winter in a torpid Hate : and others

affirm, that they take their retreat into water, and revive again in fpring. The two firll opinions have

been proved, and it feems have found credit ; the laft have been treated as ridiculous, and almoft as an

old woman's tale. Natural hiftory, as all the other hiilorles, depends not always upon the intrinfic

degree of probability, but upon fafts founded on the teftimony of people of noted veracity.— Swallows

are feldom feen finking down into the water ; fwallows have not fuch organs as frogs or lizards, which arc

torpid during winter, ergo, fwallows live not, and cannot live under water. — This way of arguing,

I believe, would carry us, in a great many cafes, too far ; for though it is not clear to every one, it may
however be true ; and lizards and frogs are animals of a clafs widely different from that of birds, and muft
therefore of courfe have a different ftrufture ; hence it is they are clafled feparately. The bear and the

marmot are in winter in a torpid ilate, and have however not fuch organs as lizards and frogs ; and nobody
doubts of their being, during fome time, in tiie mod rigid climates, iu a torpid (late ; for the Alpine na-

tions hunt the marmots frequently, by digijing their holes up, and find them fo torpid, that they cut their

throats, without their reviving or giving the lealt fign of life during the operation ; but when the torpid

marmot is brought into a warm room and placed before the fire, it revives from its lethargy. The quef-

tion muft therefore be decided by fadls ; nor are they wanting here ; Dr. Wallerius, the celebrated Swe-
difh chemift, wrote in 1748, September the 6th, O. S. to the late Mr. Klein, fecretary to the city of
Dantzick : " That be has feen, more than once, fwallows affembling on a reed, till they were all immerfed
and went to the bottom ; this being preceded by a dirge of a quarter of an hour's length. He attefts

likewife, that he had feen a fwallow caught during winter out of a lake with a net, drawn, as is common
in northern countries, under the ice : this bird was brought into a warm room, revived, fluttered about,

and foon after died."

Mr. Klein applied to many fermiers generaux of the King of Pruffia's domains, who had great lakes in

their dillrifts, the fiiliery in them being a part of the revenue ; in winter tiie fidiery thereon is the moll
confiderable under the ice, with nets fpreading more than two hundred or three hundred fathoms, and they
are often wound by fcrews and engines, on account of their weight. All the people queltioned made
affidavits upon oath before the magillrates. Firft, The mother of the Countefs Lehndorf faid, that (lie had
feen a bundle of fwallows brought from the Fri(h-haff (a lake communicating with the Baltic at Pillau)

which when brought into a moderately warm room, revived and fluttered about. Secondly, Count Schlie-

ben gave an inftrument on (lamped paper, importing, that by filhing on the lake belonging to his ellate

of Gerdauen, in winter, he faw feveral (wallows caught in the net, one of which betook up with his hand,

brought it into a warm room, where it lay about an hour, when it began to llir, and half an hour after it

flew about in the room. Thirdly, fermicr general (A mtman) Witkow(ki made affidavit, that in the year

1740, three fwallows were brought up with the net in the great pond atDidlacken; in the year 1741 he
got two fwallows from another part of the pond, and took them home, (they all being caught in his

prefence) ; after an hour's fpace they revived all in a warm room, fluttered about, and died three hours
after. Fourthly, Amtmam Bbnke fays, that having had the ellate lileflcow in farm, he had feen nine

fwallows brought up in the net from under the ice, all which he took into a warm room, where hediftiniflly

obferved how they gradually revived ; but a few hours after they all died. Another time his people got
likewife fome fwallows in a net, but he ordered them again to be thrown into the water. Fifthly, Andrew
Rutta, a mailer fiflierman, at Oletfko, made affidavit, 1747, that twenty-two years ago, two fwallows were
taken up by him, in a net, under the ice, and being brought into a warm room, they flew about. Sixthly

Jacob Kofiulo, a mafter fiflierman, at Stradauen, made affidavit, that in 1736, he brought up in winter,

in a net, from under the ice of the lake at Ra(ki, a fcemingly dead fwallow, which revived in half an hour's
time, in a warm room, and he faw, a quarter of an hour after, the bird grow weaker, and foon after

dying. Seventhly, I can reckon myfelf among the cye-witnelfes of this paradoxon of n.itural hillory. In
the year 1735, being a little boy, 1 faw Icveral fwallows brought in winter by filhcrmen, from the river

Vidula, to my father's houfe, where two of them were brought into a warm room, revived, and flew
about. I faw them fcvtral times fettling on the warm Hove, (which the northern nations have in their

rooms) aod I recoUc^l well that the fame forenoon they died, aud I had them, when dead, in my hand.

a In
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on thcoutfide ; I likewife found their nefls built on mountains and rocks whofe top

projected beyond the bottom ; they build too under the corners of perpendicular rocks ;

and this flievvs where the fwallows made their nefts, before the Europeans fettled and
built houfes here ; for it is well known that the huts of the Indians could not ferve the

purpofe of the fwallows. A very creditable lady and her children told me the fol-

lowing ftory, alfuring me that they were cye-witnefles to it : a couple of fwallows built

their neft in the ftable belonging to the lady ; the female fwallow fat upon the neft,

laid eggs in it, and was about to brood them ; fome days after, the people faw the fe-

male ftill fitting on the eggs ; but the male flying about the nelt, and fometimcs fettling

on a nail, was heard to utter a very plaintive note, which betrayed his uneafmefs : on a

nearer examination the caufe appeared, for the female was found dead in the neft. The
male then went to fit upon the eggs, but after being about two hours on them, and.

thinking the bufinefs too troublefome for him, he went out, and returned in the after-

noon with another female, which fat upon the eggs, and afterwards fed the young ones

In the year 1754, after the death of my uncle Godefroy Wolf, captain in the Poli(h regiment of foot-

guards ; being myfelfone of his heirs, I adminillered for my co-heirs feveral eflates called the Starofty of
Dirfchau, in Polifli Pruflia, which my late untie farmed under the King. In January the lake of
Lybthau, belonging to thefe eftates being covered with ice, I ordered the filhermen to fifh therein, and
in my prefence feveral fwallows were taken, which the fifhermen threw in again ; but one I took up
myfelf, brought it home, which was five miles from thence, and it revived, but died about an hour after

its reviving. Thefe are fafts attefted by people of the higheft quality, by fome in public offices, and by
others, who, though of a low rank, however made thefe afBdavits upon oath. It is impoffible to fuppofe
indifcriminately that they were prompted by views of intereft, to affert as a faft, a thing which had no
truth in it. It is therefore highly probable, or rather inconteftably true, that fwallows retire in the
Northern countries during winter into the water, and ftay there in a torpid ftate, till the return ot

warmth revives them again in fpring. The queftion therefore I believe ought for the future to be thus
ftated : The fwallows in Spain, Italy, France, and perhaps fome from England, remove to warmer cli-

mates ; fome Englith ones, and fome in Germany and other mild countries, retire into clefts and holes

in rocks, and remain there in a torpid liate. In the colder northern countries the fwallows immerfe in the
fea, in lakes and rivers, and remain in a torpid Hate under ice during winter. There are ftill fome objec-

tions to this latter affertion, which we mult remove. It is faid, why do not rapacious fifli, and aquatic

quadrupeds and liirds, devour thefe fwallows ? The anfwer is obvious. Swallows chufe only fuch places

in the water for their winter retreat, as are near reeds and rufhes, fo that finking down there between them
and their roots, they are by them fecured againft the rapacioufnefs of their enemies. But others objeft,

why are not thefe birds caught in fuch waters as are continually hariaffed by nets ? I believe the fame
anfwer which has been made to the firft objcdlion, will ferve for this likewife. Fifhermen take care ta
keep off with their nets from places filled with reeds and ruflies, for fear of entangling and tearing their

nets ; and thus the fituaiion of fwallows under water, is the reafon that they are feldom difturbed in their

filent winter retreats. What confirms this opinion ftill more is, that fwallows were never caught in Pruflia^,

according to the above-mentioned affidavits, but wiih thofe parts of the net which paffed near to the reeds

and ruflies ; and fometimes the fwallows were yet faftened with their feet to a reed when they were drawn
up by the net. As to the argument taken from their being fo long under water without corruption, I
believe there is a real difference between animals fufFocated in water, and animals being torpid therein.

We have e.\amplts of things being a long time under water, to which we may add the intenfe cold of thefe

norihein legions which preferves them. Who would have thought it, that fnails and polypes may be
diffcdled, and could reproduce the parts fevered from their body, if it was not a fa 61 J Natuial hiftory

ought to be ftndied as a coUeftion of fafts, not as the hiftory of our gueffes or opinions. Nature varies

in an infinite manner ; and Providence has diverfified the inftinft of animals, and their ceconomy, and
adapted it to the various feafons and climates. T his long digrefCon I thought neceffary and excufable ;

and the more fo, as the ingenious great friends to the caufeof Natural Hiftory, the late Mr. CoUinfon and
Mr. Pennant, have both afferted the impcflibility and improbability of this immerfion. I revere the

memory and the afhes of the one, and think the friendflilp of the other an honour to me ; but am affured,

that both prefer truth to their private opinion, and can bear a modeft oppofition, when it is propofed
with candour, with a view to promote truth, and with fentimeats of refpetl aud gratitude, as it is done
by me in the prefcnt cafe. F.

tUl
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till they were able to provide for themfelves. The people differed here in their opinions

about the abode of fwallows in winter : mofl: of the Swedes thought that they lay at

the bottom of the fea ; fomc, with the Englifli and the French in Canada, thought that

they migrate to the fouthward in Autumn, and return in fpring.^ I have likewife been

credibly informed in Albany, that they have been found fleeping in deep holes and

clefts of rocks, during winter.

The chimney fwallows are the fecond fpecies, and they derive their name from

building their nefts in chimneys, which are not made ufe of in fumnier : fometimes

when the fire is not very great, they do not mind the fmoke, and remain in the chim-

ney. I did not fee them this year till late in May, but in the enfuing year, 1750, they

arrived on the 3d of May, for they appear much later than the other fwallows. It is

remarkable that each feather in their tail ends in a fliff fliarp point, like the end of an

awl ; they appfy the tail to the fide of the wall in the chimneys, hold themfelves with

their feet, and the itiff tail fervesto keep them up : they make a great thundering noife

all the day long, by Hying up and down in the chimneys ; and as they build their nefts

in chimneys only, and it is well known that the Indians have not fo much as a hearth

made of maibnr'y, much lefs a chimney, but make their fires on the ground in their

huts. It is an obvious queftion. Where did thefe fwallows build their nefts before the

Europeans came, and made houfes with chimneys ? It is probable that they formerly

made them in great hollow trees. This opinion was adopted by Mr. Bartram, and

many others here. Cateft^y has defcribed the chimney fwallow and figured it *, and

Dr. Linnreus calls it hirundo pelafgia.

The ground fwallows or fand martins, (Linnaius's hirundo riparia) are to be met with

every where in America ; they make their nefts in the ground on the fteep fhores of

rivers and lakes.

The purple martins have likewife been defcribed and drawn in their natural colours

by Catefby f. Dr. Linnjeus likewife calls them hirundo purpurea. They are lefs

common here than the former fpecies ; I have feen in feveral places little houf -s made

of boards, and fixed on the outfide of the walls, on purpofe that thefe martins may

make their nefts in them ; for the people are very defirous of having them near their

houfes, becaufe they both drive away hawks and crows as foon as they fee them, and

alarm the poultry, by their anxious note, of the approach of their enemies. The

chickens are likewife ufed to run under ftielter, as foon as they are warned by the

martins.

April 17th. The dirca paluftris, or moufe-wood, is a little fhrub which grows on the

rifing ground adjoining to the fwamps and marfiies, and was now in full bloffom. The

En'difli in Albany, call it leather-wood, becaufe its bark is as tough as leather. The

Frelich in Canada, call it bois de plomb, or leaden-wood, becaufe the wood itfelf is as

foft and iis tough as lead. The bark of this fl^rub was made ufe of for ropes, bafliets,

&CC. by the Indians, whilft they Lved among the Swedes; and it^is real'y very fit^for

that purpofe, on

that of the lii

rica. and the ln.in,ii m vanaua, v.iiijj.v^^ h.w .^--" — -- - —• --

tree bark in Europe. The tree itfelf is very tough, and you cannot eafily feparate its

branches without the help of a knife : fome people employ the twigs for rods.

Indians, whilft they Lved among the Swedes; and it is real'y very fit for

;, on account of its remarkable ftrength and toughnefs, which is equal to

ime-troe bark. The Englifli and the Dutch in many parts of North Ame-

; French in Canada, employ this bark in all cafes where we make ufe of lime-

• Hirundo, cauda aculeata, Americana . Catcfb. Carol, vol. iii, t. 8.

t Hirundo purpurea. Nat. Hill, of Carol, vol. i. t. 51.

April
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April 2oth. This day I found the ftrawberries in flower, for the firfl time this

year : the fruit is commonly larger than that in Sweden j but it feems to be lefs fweet

and agreeable.

The annual harvcfl, I am told, is always of fuch a nature, that it affords plenty of

bread for the inhabitants, though it turns out to greater advantage in fome years than
it does in others. A venerable feptuagenary Swede, called Aoke Helm, affured me,
that in his time no abfolutely barren crop had been met with, but that the people had
always had pretty plentiful crops. It is likewife to be obferved, that the people eat

their bread of maize, rye, or wheat, quite pure and free from the inferior kinds of corn,
and clear of hulks, ftalks, or other impurities. Many aged Swedes and Engliflimea
confirmed this account, and faid, that they could not remember any crop fo bad as to
make the people fuffer in the lealt, much lefs that any body was flarved to death, whiht
they were in America. Sometimes the price of corn rofe higher in one year than in

another, on account of a great drought or bad weather, but ftill there was always corn
fufficient for the confumption of the inhabitants. Nor is it likely that any great' famine
can happen in this country, unlefs it pleafe God to afflifl: it with extraordinary punifli-

ments. The weather is well known, from more than fixty years experience. Here are
no cold m'ghts which hurt the germ ; the wet is of fhort continuance, and the drought
is feldom or never of long duration ; but the chief thing is the great variety of corn.
The people fow the different kinds at different times and feafons, and though one crop
turn out bad, yet another fucceeds. The fummer is fo long, that of fome fpecies of
corn they may get three crops. There is hardly a month from May to October or
November inclufive, in whicli the people do not reap fome kind of corn, or gather
fome fort of fruit. It would indeed be a very great misfortune if a bad crop fliould

happen ; for here, as in many other places, they lay up no ftores, and are contented
that there is plenty of food for the prefent exigencies.

The peach-trees were now every where in bloffom ; their leaves were not yet come-
out of the buds, and therefore the flowers fliewed to greater advantage ; their beauti-

ful pale red colour had a very fine effecl ; and they fat fo clofe that the branches were
entirely clad with them. The other fruit trees were not yet in flower ; however, the
apple bloffoms began to appear.

The Englifli and the Swedes of America, give the name of currants * to a fhrub-

•which grows in wet ground, and near fwamps, and which was now in bloffom ; its

flowers are white, have a very agreeable fragancy, and grow in oblong bunches ; the
fruit is very good eating, when it is ripe ; the ftyle (fl:ylus) is thread-fliaped (fili-

formis), and ftiorter than the fliamina ; it is divided in the middle, into five parts, or
fl:igmata. Dr. Linnjeus calls it crateegus f, and Dr. Gronovius calls it a mefpilus |.

April 22d. The Swedes give the name of whipperiwill,and the Enghfh that of whip-
poor-will, to a kind of nocturnal bird, whofe voice is heard in North America, almoft
throughout the whole night. Cateiby and Edwards both have defcribed and figured

it §. Dr. LinntEus calls it a variety of the caprimulgus Europa:us, or goat-fucker : its-

fhape, colour, fize, and other qualities make it diflicult to diilinguifli them from each
other ; but the peculiar note of the American one diflinguiflies it from the European

* It mud be carefully diftinguiflicd from what is called currants in England, which is the ribcs
rubrum. F.

f Cratxgus tomentofa, Linn. Spec. pi. p. 682.

j Mefpilus inermis, foliis ovato-oblongis, ferratis, fubtus tomentofis. Gronov. FI. Virgin. ^^.

^ Caprimulgus minor Americanus. Cateflj. Nat, Hilt, of Carolina, vol. ili. t. 16. Edwards'* Nat.
Hill, of Birds, t. 63.

onev.
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one, and from all other birds : it is not found here during winter, but returns with the

beginning of fummer. I heard it to-day, for the firft time, and many other people faid,

that they had not heard it before this fummer ; its Englifh and Swedifli name is taken
from its note ; but, accurately fpeaking, it does not call whipperiwill, nor whip-poor-

will, but rather whipperiwip, fo that the firft and laft fyllables are accented, and the

intermediate ones but flightly pronounced. The Englifh change the call of this bird

into whip-poor-will, that it may have fome kind of fignification : it is neither heard nor

feen in day-time ; but foon after fun-fet it begins to call, and continues for a good
while, as the cuckoo does in Europe. After it has continued calling in a place for

fome time, it removes to another, and begins again : it ufually comes feveral times in

a night, and fettles clofe to the houfes ; I have feen it coming late in the evening, and
fettling on the fteps of the houfe in order to fing its fong ; it is very (hy, and when a

perfon ftood ftill, it would fettle clofe by him, and begin to call. It came to the houfes

in order to get its food, which confifts of infefts ; and thofe always abound near the

tioufes at night ; when it fat and called its whipperiwhip, and faw an infect pafling, it

flew up and caught it, and fettled again. Sometimes you hear four or five, or more,

near each other, calling as it were for a wager, and raifing a great noife in the woods.

They were feldom heard in towns, being either extirpated there, or frightened away,

by frequent fliooting. They do not like to fit on trees, but are commonly on the

ground, or very low in bufhes, or on the lower poles of the enclofures ; they always fly

near the ground ; they continue their caUing at night till it grows quite dark ; they

are filent till the dawn of day comes on, and then they call till the fun rifes. The fun

feems to ftop their mouths, or dazzle their' eyes, fo as to make them fit ftill. I have

never heard them call in the midft of night, though I have hearkened very attentively

on purpofe to hear it, and many others have done the fame. I am told they make no
neft, but lay two eggs in the open fields. My fervant ftiot at one which fat on a bufli

near the houfe, and though he did not hit it, yet it fell down through fear, and lay for

fome time as if dead, but recovered afterwards. It never attempted to bite when it was
held in the hands, only endeavouring to get loofe by ftirring itfelf about. Above, and
clofe under the eyes, were feveral black, long, and ftifF briftles, as in other nodlurnal

birds. The Europeans eat it. Mr. Cateftjy fays, the Indians affirm, that they never

faw thefe birds, or heard of them, before a certain great battle, in which the Europeans
killed a great number of Indians. Therefore, they fuppofe that thefe birds, which are

reftlefs, and utter their plaintive note at night, are the fouls of their anceftors who died

in battle.

April 24th. To-day the cherry-trees began to ftiovv their bloflToms ; they had already

pretty large leaves.

The apple-trees likewife began to bloflbm ; however, the cherry-trees were more
forward : they likewife got a greenifli hue from their leaves.

The mulberry-trees * were yet quite naked ; and I was forry to find that this tree is

one of the lateft in getting leaves, and one of the firft which gets fruit.

April 26th. This morning I travelled to Penn's Neck. The tulip-trees, efpecially

the tall ones, looked quite preen, being covered with their leaves ; this tree is there-

fore one of the carlicft which get leaves.

To-day I faw the flowers of the faffafras-tree, (laurus faffafras.) The leaves were
not yet come out. The flowers have a fine fmell.

The lupinus perennis is abundant in the woods, and grows equally in good foil and

• Moruo rubra.

in
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In poor. I often found it thriving on very poor fandy fields, and on heaths, where on
other plants will grow. Its flowers, which commonly appear in the middle of May,
make a fine fliew by their purple hue. I was told, that the cattle eat thefc flowers

very greedily ; but I was forry to find very often that they were not fo fond of it as it

is reprefented, efpecially when they had any thing elfe to eat ; and they feldom touched

it, notwithftanding its fine green colour, and its foftnefs : the horfes eat the flowers,

but leave the fl;alks and leaves. If the cattle cat this plant in fpring, ncceffity and
hunger give it a relifli. This country does not afford any green pafl:ures like the Swedi/h

ones ; the woods are the places where the cattle mufl; colleft their food. The ground
in the woods is chiefly flat, or with very little rifings. The trees fliand far afunder

;

but the ground between them is not covered with green fods ; for there are but few
kinds of grafles in the woods, and they fl:and fingle and fcattered. The foil is very
loofe, partly owing to the dead leaves which cover the ground during a great part of
the year. Thus the cattle find very little grafs in the woods, and are forced to be fatif-

fied with all kinds of plants which come in their way, whether they be good or bad
food. I finv for fome time this fpring, that the cattle bit off the tops and flioots of young
trees, and fed upon them ; for no plants were yet come up, and they Hand in general

but very thin, and fcattered here and there, as I have jufl: mentioned. Hence you may
eafily imagine that hunger compels the cattle to eat plants, which they would not touch
were they better provided for. However, I am of opinion, that it would be worth
while to make ufe of this lupine to mend dry fandy heaths, and, I believe, it would not
be abfolutely impoffible to find out the means of making it agreeable to the cattle.

The oaks here have fimilar qualities with the European ones. They keep their

dead leaves almofl: during the whole winter, and are very backward in getting- frefh

ones ; they had no leaves as yet, and were but jufl beginning to fliew a few.

The humming-bird, which the Swedes call king's-bird*, and which I have mentioned
in a former volume, appeared hereabouts to-day, for the firfl: time this fpring.

Numbers of oil beetles, (Meloe Profcaraboeus) fat on the leaves of white hellebore

(Veratrum album) and feafl:ed on them. I confjdered them a great while, and they

devoured a leaf in a few minutes. Some of them had already eaten fo much that they
could hardly creep. Thus this plant, which is almofl certain death to other animals, is

their dainty food.

The fire-flies appeared at night, for the firfl time this year, and flew about between
the trees, in the woods. It feemed, in the dark, as if fparks of fire flew up and down.
I will give a more particular account of them in another place.

Towards night I went to Raccoon.

May I fl:. The laft night was fo cold, that the ground at fun-rifing was as white as

fnow, from the hoary-froft. The Swedifh thermometer was a degree and a half below
the freezing point. We obferved no ice in the rivers or waters of any depth ; but upon
fuch only as were about three inches deep, the ice lay to the thicknefs of one third

part of a line f. The evening before, the wind was fouth, but the night was calm.

The apple-trees and cherry-trees were in full bloffom. The peach-trees were almoft

out of flower. Mofl of the forefl:-trees had already got new and tender leaves, and
mofl of them were in flower, as almofl: all kinds of oaks, the dog-wood, (Cornus Flori-

da), hiccory, wild prunes, faffafras, horn-beam, beeches, &c.

The plants which were found damaged by the frofl:, were the following, i. The
hiccory-. Mofl of the young trees of this kind had their leaves killed by the frofl, fo

• Kungsfogel. f Tlie tenth part of an inch.

vol.. xiiu 4 B that
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that they looked quite black in the afternoon ; the leaves were confumed by froft every

where in the fields, near the marfiies, and in the woods. 2. The black oak. Severaf

of thefe trees had their leaves damaged by the froft. 3. The white oak. Some very

young trees of this kind had loft their leaves by the froft. 4. The bloffoms of the

cherry trees were hurt in feveral places. 5. The flowers of the Englifti walnut-tree

were entirely fpoiled by the froft. 6. The rhus glabra. Some of thefe trees had al-

ready got leaves, and they were killed by the cold. 7. The rhus radicans ; the tender

young trees of this kind fuffered from the froft, and had their leaves partly killed.

8. The thali6ti*a, or meadow rues, had both their flowers and leaves hurt by the froft.

9. The podophyllum peltatum. Of this plant there was not above one in five hundred

hurt by the froft. lo. The ferns. A number of them, which were lately come up,

were deftroyed. I muft add feveral plants which were likewife hurt, but which I could

not diftinguifti, on account of their fraallnefs.

I went to feveral places this day.

The bartfia coccinea grew in great abundance on feveral low meadows. Its flower-

buds were already tinged with their precious fcarlet, and adorned the meadows. It is

not yet applied to any ufe, but that of delighting the fight.

C3ne of the Swedes here had planted an Englifli walnut-tree (Juglans regia) in his

garden, and it was now about three yards high ; it was in full bloflTom, and had already

great leaves, whereas the black walnut-trees, which grow fpontaneoufly in every part of

this country, had not yet any leaves, or flowers. The laft night's froft had killed all

the leaves of the European kind. Dr. Franklin told me afterwards, that there had been

fome Englifli walnut-trees in Philadelphia, which came on very well ; but that they were

killed by the froft.

I locked about me for the trees which, had not yet got frefh leaves, and I found the

following ones

:

Juglans nigra, or the black walnut-tree.

Fraxinus excelfior, or the afti.

Acer Negundo, called the white afli here.

Nyfla aquatica, the tupelo-tree.

Diofpyros Virginiana, or the perfimon.

Vitis labrufca, or the fox-grapes j and

Rhus glabra, or the fumach.

The trees whofe leaves were coming out, were the following

:

Morus rubra, the mulberry-tree.

Fagus Caftanea, the chefnut-tree.

Platanus occidentalis, or the water-beech.

Laurus faflafras, the faflafras-tree.

Juglans alba, the hiccory. Some trees of this kind had already large leaves, but

others had none at all ; the fame difierence, 1 believe, exifts likewife among the other

fpecies of hiccory.

The Virginian cherry-tree grows here and there, in the woods and glades : its leaves

were already pretty large ; but the flowers were not yet entirely open.

The faffalras-tree was now every where in flower j but its leaves were not yet quite

difclofed

,

The Liquidambar ftyraciflua or fweet gum-tree, grows in the woods, efpecially in

wet foil, in and near purling rivulets : its leaves were now already fprouting out at its

fummit. This tree grows to a great thicknefs, and its height rivals that of the talleft

firs and oaks ; as it grows higher, the lower branches die and drop, and leave the ftem.

at
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at lafl: quite fmooth and ftrait, with a great crown at the very fumniit ; the feeds are

contained in round, dentatcd cones, which drop in autumn ; and as the tree is very

tall, fo the high winds carry the feeds away to a great diftance. I have already givea

an account of the ufc of this tree in the firfl: volume, to which I mufl: add the following

account.

The wood can be made very fmooth, becaufe its veins are extremely fine : but it is

not hard
;
you can carve letters on it with a knife, which will feem to be engraved.

Mr. Lewis Evans told me, from his own experience, that no wood in this country was

more fit for making moulds for carting brafs in, than this. I enquired of Mr. Bartram,
" Whether he had found the rofin on this tree, which is fo much praifed in phyfic?"

He told me, " That a very odoriferous rofin always flows out of any cut or wound,

which is made in the tree ; but that the quantity here was too inconfiderable to recom-

penfe the labour of collefting it." This odoriferous rofin or gum firft gave rife to the

Englifh name. The further you go to the fouth, the greater quantity of gum does the

tree yield, fo that it is cafy to colled it. Mr. Bartram was of opinion, that this tree was

properly calculated for the climate of Carolina, and that it was brought by feveral ways

fo far north as New York. In the fouthem countries the heat of the fun fills the tree

with gum, but in the northern ones it does not.

May and. This morning I travelled down to Salem, in order to fee the

•country.

The failafras-tree ftood fingle in the woods, and along the fences, round the fields

:

it was now diftinguirtiable at adiftance for its fine flowers, which being now quite open,

made it look quite yellow. The leaves were not yet come out.

In fome meadows the grafs was already grown up pretty high : but it is to be ob-

ferved, that thefe meadows were marfhy, and that no cattle had been on them this year.

Thefe meadows are mown twice a year, viz. in May, and the end of Auguft, or be-

ginning of September, old ftyle. I faw fome meadows of this kind to-day, in which I

faw grafs which was now almoft fit to be mown ; and many meadows in Sweden have

not fuch grafs at the proper time of mowing, as thefe had now ; thefe meadows lay in

marfhes and vallies, where the fun had very great power : the grafs confifted merely

of cyprus-grafs or carex. The wild prune-trees were now every where in flower

;

they grow here and there in the woods, but commonly near marflies and in wet ground

:

they are diftinguifhable by their white flowers : the fruit when ripe is eatable.

The cornus florida, or dogwood, grows in the forefts, on hills, on plains, in vallies,

in marfhes, and near rivulets. I cannot therefore fay which is its native foil ; ho\yever,

it feems that in a low but not a wet foil it fucceeds beft ; it was now adorned with its

great fnowy involucra, which render it confpicuous even at a diftance. At this time it

is a pleafure to travel through the woods, fo much are they beautified by the bloflbms

of this tree. The flowers which are within the involucra began to open to-day. The

tree docs not grow to any confiderable height or thicknefs, but is about the fize of our

mountain afli (Sorbus aucuparia). There are three fpecies of this tree in the woods

;

one with great white involucra, another with fmall white ones, and a third with reddifli

ones.

The woods were now full of birds : I faw the leffer fpecies every where hopping on

the ground, or creeping in buflies, without any great degree of fliinefs ; it is' therefore

very eafy for all kind of fnakes to approach and bite them. I believe that the rattle-

fnake has nothing to do but to lie ftill, and without waiting long, fome little bird or other

will pafs by or run direftly upon her, giving her an opportunity of catching it, without

any enchantment.

43 2 Salem
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Salem rs a little trading town, fituated at fome diflance from the river Delaware.

The houfes do not ftand far afunder, and are partly ftone, and partly wood, A rivulet

pafTes by the town, and falls into the Delaware. The inhabitants live by their feveral

trades as well as they can. In the neighbourhood, of Salem are fome very low and

fwampy meadows ; and therefore it is reckoned a very unwholefome place. Expe-

rience has fhevvn, that thofe who came hither from other places to fettle, got a very-

pale and fickly look, though they arrived in perfcft health, and with a very lively co-

lour. The town is very eafily diftinguiflied about this time, by the difagreeable Iteneh

which arifes from the fwamps. The vapours of the putrid water are carried to thofe

inhabitants which live next to the raarfhes ; and enter the body along with the air, and

through the pores, and thus are hurtful to health. At the end of every funimer, the

intermitting fevers are very frequent. I knew a young couple, who cajiie along with

me from England to America : foon after their arrival at Philadelphia, they went to

Salem, in perfed health ; but a few weeks after they fell fick, and before the winter

was half over they were both dead.

Many of the inhabitants plant faflron ; but it is not fo good and fo ftrong as the

Englifh and French faftron. Perhaps it grows better by being laid up for Ibrae years,

as tobacco does.

The goffypium herbaceum, or cotton plant, is an annual plant; and feveral of the

inhabitants of Salem had began to fow it. Sonie had the feeds from Carolina, where

they have great plantations of cotton ; but others got it out of fome cotton which they

had bought. They faid, it was difficult at firfl: to get ripe feeds from the plants

which were fown here ; for the fummer in Carolina, from whence their firfl feed

came, is both longer and hotter than it is here. But after the plants have been more

ufed to the climate, and haftened more than they were formerly, the feeds are ripe in

due time.

At night I returned to Raccoon.

May 4th. Crab trees are a fpecies of wild apple trees, which grow in the wood's

and glades, but efpecially on little hillocks near rivers *. In New Jerfey the tree is

rather fcarce ; but in Penfylvania is plentiful. Some people had planted a fingle tree

of this kind near their farms, on account of the fine fmells which its flowers afford.

It had begun to open fome of its flowers about a day or two ago ; however, mofl of

them were not yet open. They are exaftly like the bloffoms of the common apple

trees, except that the colour is a little more reddifh in the crab trees -^ though fome

kinds of the cultivated trees have flowers which are very near as red : but the fmell

diflinguifhes them plainly ; for the wild trees have a very pleafant fmell, fomewhat like

the rafp-berry. The apples, or crabs, are fmall, four, and unfit for any thing but to

make vinegar of. They lie under the trees all the winter, and acquire a yellow colour.

They feldom begin to rot before fpring comes on.

I cannot omit an obfervation here. The crab-trees opened their flowers only yefler-

day and to-day ; whereas the cultivated apple-trees, which were brought from Europe,

had already lofl their flowers. The wild cherry-trees did not flower before the 1 2th of

May : on the other hand, the cultivated or European ones, had already opened their

bloffoms on the 24th of April. The black walnut-trees of this country had neither

leaves nor flowers, when the European kind has large leaves and bloffoms. From
hence it appears that trees brought over from Europe, of the fame kind with the wild

trees of America, flower much fooner than the latter. I cannot fay what is the reafoa

• Pyrus coronaria. Linn. Sp. Plant. Malus fjlveftris, floiibiu odoratis. Gronov. Fl. Virginica, p.Jy.

3
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of this forwardnefs of the European trees in this country, unlefs they bring forth their

bloffonis as foon as they get a certain degree of warmth, which they have in their

native country. It feenis the European trees do not expeiSl, after a confiderable degree
of warmth, any fuch cold nights as wiil kill their flowers ; for, in the cold countries,

there feldom happen any hot days fucceeded by fuch cold nights as wiil hurt the

flowers confiderably. On the contrary, the wild trees in this country are diredted by
experience, (if I may fo fpeak) not to truft to the firfl: warmth ; but they wait for a
greater heat, when they are already fafe from cold nights. Therefore, it happens
often that the flowers of the European trees are killed by the frofts here ; but the native

trees are feldom hurt, though they be of the fame kind with the European ones. This
is a manifeft proof of the wifdom of the Creator.

May 5th. Early this morning I went to Rapaapo, which is a great village, whofe
farms lay all fcattered. It was inhabited merely by Swedes, and not a fingle EngliOi-

nian, or people of any other nation lived in it : therefore they have preferved their native

Swedifli tongue, and mixed but few Englifli words with it. The intention of my
journey was partly to fee the place, and to colled plants and other natural curiofities

there ; and partly to find the places where the white cedar, or cuprefTus thyoides,

grows.

The May flowers, as the Swedes call them, Vv'ere plentiful in the woods wherever T

went to-day ; efpecially on a dry foil, or one that is fomewhat moift. The Swedes
have given them this name becaufe they are in full bloflom in May. Some of the

Swedes and the Dutch call them pinxter-bloem, (Whitfunday flowers), as they really

are in bloflom about Whitfuntide. The Englifli call them wild honeyfuckies ; and at

a difliance they have fome fmiilarity to the honeyfuckle or lonicera. Dr. Linnseus, and
other botanifts, call it an azalea *. Its flowers were now open, and added a new
ornament to the woods, being little inferior to the flowers of the honeyfuckle and
hedyfarum. They fit in a circle round the flem's extremity, and have either a dark
red or a Hvely red colour ; but, by ftanding for fome time, the fun bleaches them,
and at lad they get a whitifli hue. I know not why Golden calls them yellow f. The
height of the bufh is not always alike. Some were as tall as a full grown man, and
taller ; others were but low, and fome were not above a palm from the ground

; yet

they were all full of flowers. The people have not yet found that this plant may be
applied to any ufe ; they only gather the flowers, and put them in pots, becaufe, they

are very fliewy. They have fome fmell ; but I cannot fay it is very pjcafant.

However, the beauty of the colour entitles them to a place in every flower-garden.

To-day I faw the firfl; ear of this year's rye. In Sweden, rye begins to fliew its ears

about Ericmas, that is about the 18th of May, old fliile |. liut in New Sweden, the

people faid, they always faw the ears of rye in April, old flile ; whether the fpring begins

late or early. However, in fome years the ears come early, and in others late in April.

This fpring was reckoned one of the late ones.

Bullfrogs
II

are a large fpecies of frogs which I had an opportimity of hearing and
feeing to-day. As I was riding out, I heard a roaring before me ; and I thought it

was a bull in the buflies, on the other fide of the dyke, though the found was rather

more hoarfe than that of a bull. I was, however, afraid that a bad goring bull might

* Azalea nudifiora. Linn. Spec. Plant, p. 214. Azalta rami's infra flores niiJis. Clron. Vir^. 21.

f Azalea erefta, foliis ovatis, integris, alternis, flore luteo, pilofo, prKCoci. Cold. Ebor. 25.

J Accordingly about the 29th of May, new ftile.

II
Rana bgans. Linn. Syft. L p. 358. Rana raa.\ima, Americana, aquatica, Catcfb, Carol. II, 72.

be
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be near me, though I did not fee him, and I continued to think fo till fome hours

after, when I talked with fome Swedes about the bullfrogs, and, by their account, I

immediately found that I had heard their voice ; for the Swedes told me, that there

were numbers of them in the dyke. I afterwards hunted for them. Of all the frogs

in this country, this is doubtlefs the greateft. I am told that towards autumn, as foon

as the air begins to grow a little cool, they hide themfelves under the mud, which lies

at the bottom of ponds and ftagnant waters, and lie there torpid during winter. As
foon as the weather grows mild, towards fummer, they begin to get- out of their holes

and croak. If the fpring, that is, if the mild weather begins early, they appear about

the end of March, old ftile ; but if it happens late, they tarry under water till late in

April. Their places of abode are ponds and bogs with flagnant water ; they are never

in any flowing water. When many of them croak together, they make an enormous noife.

Their croak exadtly refemblesthe roaring of an ox or bull which; is fomewhat hoarfe.

They croak fo loud, that two people talking by the fide of a pond cannot underftand

each other. They croak all together ; then flop a little, and begin again. It feems

as if they had a captain among them : for when he begins to croak, all the others

follow ; and when he flops, the others are all filent. When this captain gives the

fignal for flopping, you hear a note like poop coming from him. In day time they

feldom make any great noife, unlefs the flvy is covered. But the night is their croak-

ing time ; and, when all is calm, you may hear them, though you are near a mile

and a half off. When they croak, they commonly are near the furface of the water,

under the bulhes, and have their heads out of the tvater. Therefore, by going

flowly, one may get clofe up to them before they go away. As foon as they are quite

under water, they think themfelves fafe, though the water be very fhallow.

Sometimes they fit at a good diftance from the pond, but as foon as they fufpeft any
danger, they haften with great leaps into the water. They are very expert at hop-

ping. A lull-grown bullfrog takes near three yards at one hop. I have often been

told the following ftory by the old Swedes, which happened here, at the time when
the Indians lived with the Swedes. It is well known, that the Indians are excellent

runners ; I have feen them at Governor Johnfon's, equal the befl horfe in its fwifteft

courfe, and almofl pafs by it. Therefore, in order to try how well the bull-frogs

could leap, fome of the Swedes laid a wager with a young Indian, that he could not

overtake the frog, provided it had two leaps before hand. They carried a bull-

frog, which they had caught in a pond, upon a field, and burnt his back-fide ; the

fire, and the Indian, who endeavoured to be clofely up with the frog, had fuch an

effe£l upon the animal, that it made its long hops acrofs the field as fall as it could.

The Indian began to purfue the frog with all his might at the proper time : the noife

he made in running frightened the poor frog
;
probably it was afraid of being tortured

with fire again, and therefore it redoubled its leaps, and by that means it reached the

pond before the Indian could overtake it.

In fome years they are more numerous than in others : nobody could tell whether

the fiiakes had ever ventured to eat them, though they eat all the lefler kinds of frogs.

The women arc no friends to thefe frogs, becaufe they kill and eat young ducklings

and goflings : fometimes they carry off chickens that come too near the ponds. I

have not obferved that they bite when they arc held in the hands, though they

have little teeth ; when they are beaten, they cry out almofl like children. I

was told that fome eat the thighs of the hind legs, and that they are very palatable.

A tree which grows in the fwamps here, and in other parts of America, goes by the

name of white juniper tree. Its ftem indeed looks like one of our old tall and flrait

ID juniper-
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juniper-trees in Sweden : but the leaves are different, and the wood Is white. The
Englifh call it white cedar, becaufe the boards which are made of the wood are like

thofe made of cedar. But neither of thefe names are jufl, for the tree is of the cyprefs

kind *. It always grows in wet ground or fwamps : it is therefore difficult to come to

them, becaufe the ground between the little hillocks is full of water. The trees fland

both on the hillocks and in the water : they grow very clofe together, and have flrait,

thick, and tall ftems ; but they were greatly reduced in number to what they have

been before. In fuch places where they are left to grow up, they grow as tail and as

thick as the tailed fir trees ; they preferve their green leaves both in winter and fummer

;

the tall ones have no branches on the lower part of the Item.

The marflies where thefe trees grow are called cedar fwamps. The cedar fwamps
are numerous in New Jerfey, and likewife in fome parts of Penfylvania and New
York. The mod northerly place, where it has been hitherto found, is near Goflien

in New York, under forty-one degrees and twenty-five minutes of north latitude, as I

am informed by Dr. Golden. For to the north of Gofhen, it has not been found in the

woods. The white cedar is one of the trees which refifl: the mod to putrefaction ; and
when it is put above ground, it will lad longer than under ground : therefore it is

employed for many purpofes ; it makes good fences, and pods which are to be put

into the ground ; but in this point, the red cedar is dill preferable to the white ; it

likewife makes good canoes. The young trees are employed for hoops round barrels,

tuns, &c., becaufe they are thin and pliable ; the thick and tall trees afford timber and
wood for cooper's work. The houfes which are built of it furpafs, in duration, thofe

which are built of American oak. Many of the houfes in Rapaapo were made of this

white cedar wood ; but the chief thing which the white cedar affords is the bed kind

of fhingles- The white cedar fhingles are preferred to all others for feveral reafons

;

iird, they are more durable than any others made of American wood, the red cedar

fliingles excepted j fecondly, they are very light, fo that no drong beams are requifite

to fupport the roof. For the fame reafon it is unneceffary to build thick walls, becaufe

they are not prefTed by heavy roofs. When fires break out, it is lefs dangerous to go
under or along the roofs, becaufe the fhingles being very light can do little hurt by
falling ; they fuck the water, being fomewhat fpongy- fo that the roofs can eafily be
wetted in cafe of a fire : however, their fatnefs occafions that the water does not hurt

them, but evaporates eafily. When they burn and are carried about by the wind, they

have commonly what is called a dead coal, which does not eafily fct fire where it

alights. The roofs made of thefe fhingles can eafily be cut through, if required, becaufe

they are thin, and not very hard ; for thefe qualities the people in the country, and
in the towns, are very defirous of having their houfes covered with white cedar

fhingles, if the wood can be got. Therefore all churches, and the houfes of the more
fubdantial inhabitants of the towns, have fhingle roofs. In many parts of New York
province, where the white cedar does not grow, the people, however, have their

houfes roofed with cedar fhingles, which they get from other parts. To that purpofe

great quantities of fhingles are annually exported from Eggharbour and other parts of

New Jerfey, to the town of New York, from whence they are didributed throughout
the province. A quantity of white cedar wood is likewife exported every year to the

Wed Indies, for fhingles, pipe-daves, &c. Thus the inhabitants are very bufy here,

not only to lefTen the number of thefe trees, but even to extirpate them entirely.

* Cijpreflus thyoidcs. Linn. Spec. PI. p. X422. Cyprcffiis Americana, fru£lu minirao. Miller's

Gard. Dittionary,.

They
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They are here (and in many other places) in regard to wood, bent only upon their

own prefent advantage, utterly regardlefs of pofterity. By this means many cedar

fwamps are already quite deftitute of cedars, having only young fhoots left ; and I

plainly obferved, by counting the circles round the ftem, that they do not grow up

very quickly, but require a great deal of time before they can be cut for timber. It

is well known that a tree gets only one circle every year ; a ftem, eighteen inches in

diameter, had one hundred and eight circles round the thicker end : another, feventeen

inches in diameter, had a hundred and fixteen ; and another, two feet in diameter,

had one hundred and forty -two circles upon it. Thus near eighty years growth is

required, before a white cedar raifed from feed can be ufed for timber. Among the

advantages which the white cedar fliingles have over others, the people reckon their

lightnefs. But this good and ufeful quality may in future times turn out very difad-

vantageous to Philadelphia, and other places where the houfes are roofed with cedar

fhingles : for as the roofs made of thefe {hingles are very light, and bear but a trifling

weight on the walls, fo the people have made the walls but very thin. I meafured the

thicknefs of the walls of feveral houfes here, of three ftories high (cellar and garret not

not included), and found moft of them nine inches and a half, and fome ten inches

thick ; therefore it is by no means furprifing, that violent hurricanes fometimes make
the brick gable-ends to vibrate apparently, efpecially on fuch houfes as have a very

open fituation. And fmce the cedar trees will foon be wanting in this country, and the

prefent roofs when rotten muft be fupplied with heavier ones of tiles, or of other wood,

it is more than probable, that the thin walls will not be able to bear fuch an additional

weight, and will either break or require to be fupported by props: or elfe the whole

houfe muft be pulled down and rebuilt with thicker walls. This obfervation has

already been made by others. Some of the people here make ufe of the chips of white

cedar inftead of tea, affuring me that they preferred it in regard to its wholefomenefs

to all foreign tea. All the inhabitants here were of opinion, that the water in the cedar

fwamps is wholefomer than any other drink ; it creates a great appetite, which they

endeavoured to prove by feveral examples. They afcribed this quality to the water

itfelf, which is filled with the rofin of the trees, and to the exhalations which came

from the trees, and can eafily be fmelled. The people likewife thought that the

yellowifti colour of the water, which ftands between the cedar trees, was owing to the

rofm, which comes out of the roots of thefe trees. They likewife all agreed, that this

water is always very cold in the hotteft feafon, which may be partly owing to the con-

tinual ftiade it is in. I knew feveral people who were refolved to go to thefe cedar

fwamps, and ufe the waters for the recovery of their appetite. Mr. Bartram planted a

white cedar in a dry foil, but it could not fucceed there : he then put it into a fwampy
ground, where it got as it were new life, and came on very well ; and though it was

not taller than a man, yet it was full of cones. Another thing is very remarkable,

with regard to the propagation of this tree": Mr. Bartram cut its branches in fpring two

years fucceflively, and put them into the fwampy foil, where they ftruck roots, and

fucceeded very well. I have feen them myfelf.

The red juniper-tree k another tree which I have mentioned very frequently in the

courfe of my accoimt. The Swedes have given it the name of red juniper, becaufe

the wood is very red and fine within. The Englifli call it red cedar, and the French

ccdre rouge. However, the Swedifli name is the moft proper, as the tree belongs to

the junipers *. At its firft growth it has a deal of fimilarity to the Swedift» juniper t>

• Junipcrus Virgiiiiana. Lin. Spec. pi. p. 114.

•J-
Junipcrus communis. Linn. Spec. pi. p. 1470.

but
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but after it is grown up it gets quite different leaves. The berry exaftly refembles

that of the Swedifli juniper, in regard to its colour and (hape j however, they are not

fo' big, though the red cedar grows very tali. At Raccoon thefe trees flood fingle,

and were not very tall. But at other places I have feen them ftanding together in

clufters ; they like the fame ground as the common Swedifh juniper, efpecially on the

rifing banks of rivers, and on other rifing grounds, in a dry, and frequently in a poor

foil. I have feen them growing in abundance, as thick and tall as the talleft fir-trees,

on poor dry and fandy heaths. Towards Canada, or in the mofl northerly places,

where I have feen them, they commonly choofe the fteep fides of the mountains, and
there they grow promifcuouily with the common juniper. The mofl northerly places

where I have found them wild in the woods, is in Canada, eighteen French miles to the

fouthward of the Fort Saint Jean, or St. John, in about 44° 35' north latitude. I

have likewife feen it growing very well in a garden, on the ifland of Magdalene*, be-

longing to the then governor of Montreal, Monfieur le Baron de Longueil. But it had
been got at more foutherly places, and was tranfplanted here. Of all the woods in this

country, this is without exception the mofl durable, and withflands putrefaction longer

than any other ; it is therefore employed in all fuch cafes where it is moft liable to rot,

efpecially for all kinds of pofts which are to be put into the ground. Some people fay,

that if an iron be put into the ground along with a pole of cedar, the iron would be
half corroded by rufl in the fame time that the wood would be rotten. In many places

both the fences, and the pofts belonging to them, are made of red cedar. The befl

canoes, confifting of a fingle piece of wood, are made of red cedar ; for they laft longer

than any others, and are very light. In New York I have feen pretty large yachts

built of red cedar. Several yachts which go from New York to Albany, up the river

Hudfon, are built in a different manner, as I have mentioned in the firft volume f. In

Philadelphia they cannot make any yachts or other boats of red cedar, becaufe the

quantity and the fize of the trees will not allow of it. For the fame reafon they do not

roof their houfes with red cedar fhingles ; but in fuch places where it is plentiful, it

makes excellent good roofs. The heart of this cedar is of a fine red colour, and what-

ever is made of it looks very fine, and has a very agreeable and wholefome fmell. But
the colour fades by degrees, or elfe the wood would be exceedingly proper for cabinet

work. I faw a parlour in the country feat of Mr. Norris, one of the members of the

Penfylvanian houfe of affembly, wainfcotted many years ago with boards of red cedar.

Mr. Norris affured me that the cedar looked exceedingly well in the beginning, but it

was quite faded when I faw it, and the boards looked very fhabby, efpecially the boards

near the window had entirely loft their colour ; fo that Mr. Norris had been obliged to

put mahogany in their ftead : however, I was told, that the wood will keep its colour

if a thin varnifh is put upon it whilfl it is frefli, and juft after it has been planed, and if

care is taken that the wood is not afterwards rubbed or hurt. At leafi it makes the

wood keep its colour much longer than commonly. Since it has a very pleafant fmell

when frefh, fome people put the fhavings and chips of it among their linen to fecure it

againft being worm-eaten. Some likewife get bureaus, &c. made of red cedar, with

the fame view. But it is only ufeful for this purpofe as long as it is frefh, for it lofes

its fmell after fome time, and is then no longer good for keeping off infefts. It is fome-
tiraes fent to England, as timber, and fells very well. In many places round Philadelphia,

* An iHand in the river St. Lawrence, clofe by the town of Montreal in Canada.

f The lower part of the yachts, whicli is continually under water, is made of black oak ; the upper
part is built of red cedar, becaufe it is fometimes above and foraetimes in the water.

%'OL. XIII. 4 c ia
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in the feats of the gentry, there was commonly an avenue, with a row of thefe trees

planted on both fides, leading from the high road to the houfe. The lower branches
were cut, and only a fine crown left. In winter, when moft other trees have loft their

leaves, this looks very fine. This tree has likewife a very flow growth ; for a ftem,
thirteen inches and a quarter in diameter, had one hundred and eighty-eight rings, or
annual circles ; and another, eighteen inches in diameter, had at leaft two hundred and
fifty, for a great number of the rings were fo fine that they could not be counted.
This tree is propagated in the fame manner as the common juniper-tree is in Sweden,
viz. chiefly by birds, which eat the berries and emit the feeds entire.

In the evening I returned to Raccoon.
May 6th. The mulberry-trees (morus rubra) about this time began to bloflbm,

but their leaves were yet very fmall. The people divided them into male and female
trees or flowers ; and faid that thofe which never bore any fruit were males, and thofe

which did, females.

Smilax laurifolia was fuperabundant in all the fwamps near this place. Its

leaves were now beginning to come out, for it flieds them all every winter ; it

climbs up along trees and fhrubs, and runs acrofs from one tree or bufli to another :

'

by this means it ftiuts up the paffage between the trees, faftening itfelf everywhere with

its cirrhi or tendrils, and even on people, fo it is with the utmoft difBculty one muft
force a paflage in the fwamps and woods, where it is plentiful ; the ftalk towards the

bottom is full of long fpines, which are as ftrong as thefpines of a rofe-bulli, and catch

hold of the clothes, and tear them : this troublefome plant may fometimes bring you
into imminent danger, when botanizing or going into the woods, for, not to mention
that the cloaths muft be abfolutely ruined by its numberlefs fpines, it occafions a deep
fhade in the woods, by crofllng from tree to tree fo often ; this forces you to ftoop, and
even to creep on all fours through the little paflages which are left clofe to the ground,
and then you cannot be careful enough to prevent a fnake (of which there are numbers
here) from darting into your face. The ftalk of the plant has the fame colour as the

young rofe-buflies. It is quite green and fmooth between the fpines ; fo that a ftranger

would take it to be a kind of thorn-bufli, in winter, when it is deftitute of leaves.

May 8th. The trees hereabouts were now flocked with innumerable caterpillars
;

one kind efpecially was obfervable, which is worfe than all the others. They immedi-
ately formed great white webs, between the branches of the trees, fo that they were
perceptible, even at a diftance ; in each of thefe webs were thoufands of caterpillars,

which crept out of them afterwards, and fpread chiefly upon the apple-trees. They
confumed the leaves, and often left not one on a whole branch. I was told, that fome
years ago they did fo much damage, that the apple-trees and peach-trees hardly bore

any fruit at all ; becaufe they had confumed all the leaves, and expofed the naked
trees to the intenfe heat of the fun, by which means feveral of the trees died. The
people took the following method of killing thefe caterpillars : They fixed fome ftraw

or flax on a pole, fet it on fire, and held it under the web or ncfts ; by which a part was-
burnt, and a part fell to the ground. However, numbers of the caterpillars crept up
the trees again, which could have been prevented, if they had been trod upon, or killed

any other way. I called chickens to fuch places where they crept on the ground in

numbers ; but they would not eat them. Nor did the wild birds like them ; for the

trees were full of thefe webs, though whole flights of little birds had their nefts in the

gardens and orchards.

May 1 8th. Though it was already pretty late in May, yet the nights were very dark
here. About an hour after fun-fet, it was fo dark, that it was impoflible to read in a

4 book,
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book, though the type was ever fo large. About ten o'clock, on a clear night, the

dark was fo much incrcafed, that it looked like one of the darkeft flar-light nights in

autumn, in Sweden. It likewife fecmed to mc, that though the nights were clear, yet

the ftars did not give fo great a light as they do in Sweden. And as, about this time,

the nights are commonly dark, and the fky covered with clouds ; I could compare
them only to dark and cloudy Swedifli winter nights. It was therefore, at this time of

the year, very difficult to travel in fuch cloudy nights ; for neither man nor horfe could

find their way. The nights, in general, feem very difagreeable to me, in comparifon

to the liglit and glorious fummer nights of Sweden. Ignorance fometimes makes us

think nightly of our country. If other countries have their advantages, Sweden is not

deflitute of matter to boafl of on this head : it likewife has its peculiar advantages ; and
upon weighing the advantages and inconveniencies of different places, Sweden will be
found to be not inferior to any of them.

I will briefly mention in what points I think Sweden is preferable to this part of

America ; and why I prefer Old Sweden to New Sweden.

The nights are very dark here all the fummer ; and in winter, they are quite as

dark, if not darker, than the winter nights in Sweden; for here is no kind of aurora

borealis, and the ftars give a very faint light. It is very remarkable if an aurora

borealis appears once or twice a year. The winters here bring no fnow, to make the

nights clear, and to make travelling more fafe and eafy. The cold is, howevei', fre-

quently as intenfe as in Old Sweden. The fnow which falls lies only a few days, and
always goes off with a great deal of wet. The rattle-fnakes, horned-fnakes, red-bellied,

green, and other poifonous fnakes, againft whofe bite there is frequently no remedy,

are in great plenty here. To thefe I mufl add the wood-lice, with which the forefts

are fo peftered, that it is impoflible to pafs through a bufh without having a whole
army of them on your cloaths, or to fit down, though the place be ever fo pleafant.

The weather is fo inconflant here, that when a day is mofl exceflively hot, the next is

often fenfibly cold. This fudden change often happens in one day ; and few people

can fuffer thefe changes, without impairing their health. > The heat in fummer is ex-

ceflive, and the cold in winter often very piercing, but may be guarded againfl. But
when the great heat endures long, there is hardly any remedy for it. It has frequently

happened, fhat people who walked into the fields, dropped down dead, on account of

the violence of the heat. Several diflempers prevail here ; and they increafe every

year. Nobody is left unattacked by the intermitting fever ; and many people are forced

to fuffer it every year, together with other difeafes. Peafe cannot be fown, on account

of the infects which confume them*. Thei-e are worms in the grains of rye, and num-
bers of them are in the cherry-trees. The caterpillars often eat all the leaves from the

trees, fo that they cannot bear fruit in that year ; and numbers die every year, both of

fruit-trees and foreft-trees. The grafs in the meadows is likewife confumed by a kind

of worms, and other fpecies caufe the plumbs to drop before they are half ripe. The
-oak here affords not near fo good timber as the European oak. The houfes are of no

long duration. The meadow'S are poor, and what grafs they have is bad. The paf-

ture for cattle in the forefts confifls of fuch plants as they do not like, and which they

are compelled to cat by ncceffity ; for it is difficult to find a fingle grafs in great forefts,

where the trees ftand far afunder, notwithftanding the foil is excellent. For this reafon,

the cattle are forced, during almoft the whole wTOter and part of the fummer, to live

upon the young (hoots and branches of trees, which fometimes have no leaves : there-

fore, the cows give very little milk, and decreafe in fize every generation. The houfes

* Bruchus pii'i.

4c 2 are
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are extremely unfit for winter habitations. Hurricanes are frequent, whicli overthrow

trees, carry away roofs, and fometimes houfes, and do a great deal of damage. Some of

thefe inconveniences might be remedied by art ; but others will either admit of no altera-

tion, or they will at leaft cofl: vaft trouble. Thus every country has its advantages, and

its defeats : happy is he who can content himfelf with his own.

The rye grows very ill in moft of the fields, which is chiefly owing to the careleflhefs

in agriculture, and to the poornefs of the fields, which are feldom or never manured.

After the inhabitants have converted a tra£t of land into fields, which had been a forefl

for many centuries together, and which confequently had a very fine foil, they ufe it as

fuch, as long as it will bear any corn ; and when it ceafes to bear any, they turn it into

paftures for the cattle, and take new corn-fields in another place, where a fine foil can

be met with, and where it has never been made ufe of for this purpofe. This kind of

agriculture will do for fome time ; but it will afterwards have bad confequences, as

every one may clearly fee. A few of the inhabitants, however, treated their fields a

little better : the Englifh in general have carried agriculture to a higher degree of per-

fedtion than any other nation. But the depth and riches of the foil, which thofe found

here who came over from England, (as they were preparing land for ploughing which

had been covered with woods from times immemorial) milled them, and made them
carelefs hufljandmen. It is well known, that the Indians lived in this country for

feveral centuries before the Europeans came into it ; but it is likewife known, that they

lived chiefly by hunting and filhing, and had hardly any fields. They planted maize,

and fome fpecies of beans and gourds ; and at the fame time it is certain, that a planta-

tion of fuch vegetables as ferve an Indian family during one year, take up no more
ground than a farmer in our country takes to plant cabbage for his family upon ; at

leaft, a farmer's cabbage and turnip ground, taken together, is always as extenfive, if

not more fo, than the corn-fields and kitchen-gardens of an Indian family. Therefore,

the Indians could hardly fubfift for one month upon the produce of their gardens and

fields. Commonly, the little villages of Indians are about twelve or eighteen miles dif-

tant from each other. From hence one may judge how little ground was formerly

employed for corn-fields ; and the reft was overgrown with thick and tall trees. And
though they cleared (as is yet ufual) new ground, as foon as the old had quite loft

its fertility, yet fuch little pieces as they made ufe of were very inconfiderable when
compared to the vaft forefts which remained. Thus the upper fertile foil increafed

confiderably for centuries together ; and the Europeans coming to America found a

rich and fine foil before them, lying as loofe between the trees as the beft bed in a
garden. They had nothing to do but to cut down the wood, put it up in heaps, and
to clear the dead leaves away. They could then immediately proceed to ploughing,

which in fuch loofe ground is very eafy ; and having fown their corn, they got a moft

plentiful harveft. I'his eafy method of getting a rich crop has fpoiled the Englifli and

other European inhabitants, and induced them to adopt the fame method of agriculture

which the Indians make ufe of ; that is, to fow uncultivated grounds, as long as they

will produce a crop without manuring, but to turn them into paftures as foon as they

can bear no more, and to take in hand new fpots of ground, covered fince time imme-
morial with woods, which have been fpared by the fire or the hatchet ever fince the

creation. This is likewife the reafon why agriculture, and the knowledge of this ufeful

branch, is fo imperfetl; here, that one can learn nothing in a great tratt of land, neither

of the Englifti, nor of the Swedes, Germans, Dutch, and French ; except that, from
their grofs miftakes and careleflhefs for futurity, one finds opportunities every day of
making all forts of oblen'ations, and of growing wife at the expcnce of other people.

15 In
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In a word, the corn-fields, the meadows, the forefls, the cattle, &c. are treated with

great carcleflncfs by the inhabitants. We can hardly be more lavifli of our woods in

Sweden and Finland than they arc here : their eyes are fixed upon the prefent gain,

and they are blind to futurity. Every day their cattle are harrafled by labour, and each

generation decrcafcs in goodnefs and fize, by being kept fhort of food, as I have before

mentioned. On my travels in this country I obf«.rved feveral plants which the horfes

and cows preferred to all others. They were wild in this country, and likewife grew
well on the driefl: and poorefl; ground, where no other plants would fucceed. But the

inhabitants did not know how to turn this to their advantage, owing to the little

account made of Natural Hiftory, that fcicnce being here (as in other parts of the

world) looked upon as a mere trifle, and the paftime of fools. I am certain, and my
certainty is founded upon experience, that by mean of thefe plants, in the fpace of a few
years, I have been able to turn the poorefl; ground, which would hardly afford food

for a cow, into the richefl: and moft fertile meadow, where great flocks of cattle have
found fupcrfluous food, and are grown fat upon. I own, that thefe ufeful plants were
not to be found on the grounds of every planter ; but with a fmall fliare of natural

knowledge, a man would eafily coUeft them in the places where they were to be got.

I wasaftoniflied, when I heard the country people complaining of the badnefs of the

pafl;ures ; but I likewife perceived their negligence, and often faw excellent plants

growing on their own grounds, which only required a little more attention and aflift;-

ance from their unexperienced owners. I found every where the wifdom and good-
nefs of the Creator ; but too feldom faw any acknowledgment, or adequate eflimation

of it, among men.

O fortunatos nimium fua fi bona norint .

Agricolas ! Virg. Georgic.

I have been led to thefe refleftions, which may perhaps feem foreign to my purpofe,

by the bad and negle£ted ftate of agriculture in every part of this continent. I like-

wife intended to fhew the reafon why this journal is fo thinly flocked with ceconomical

advantages in the feveral branches of hufbandry. I do not however deny that I have
fometimes found one or two fkilful oeconomifts, but they were very fcarce.

Birds of prey which purfue the poultry are found in abundance here, and if poflible

more plentiful than in Sweden. They enjoy great liberty here, as there are ftill great

forefts in many places, from whence they can come unawares upon chickens and
ducks. To the birds of prey it is quite indifl'erent whether the woods confift: of good or
bad trees, provided ihcy are in fliade. At night the owls, which are very numerous,
endanger the fafety of the tame fowls. They live chiefly in marfhes, give a difagree-

able fhriek at night, and attack the chickens, which commonly roofl: at night in the

apple-trees, peach-trees, and cherry-trees, in the garden. But fincethey are very bufy
in clearing this country of woods, as we are in Sweden and Finland, it may be of ufe

for expofing the birds of prey, more than they are now, and for depriving them of the

opportunities of doing mifchief with fo much eafe.

The thick forefts of America contain numbers of flags ; they do not feem to be a
difiertnt fpecies from the European flags. An Engliihman was poflTefled of a tame
hind. It is obfervable that though thefe creatures are very fliy when wild in the woods
and c; dar fwamps, which are very much frequented by them, yet they can be tamed
to fuch a degree, if taken young, that they will come of their own accord to feek for
food. This hind was caught when it was but very little ; the colour of the whole body
was n dirty reddiflb brown, the belly and the under fide of the tail excepted, which
were white ; the ears were grey j the head, towards the fnout, was very narrow j but

upon
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upon the whole the creature looked very fine. The hair lay clofe together, and was
quite fhort ; the tail reached almofl to the bend of the knee, near which, on the infide

of each hind-foot, was a knob or callus. The poffefibr of the hind faid that he had
tamed feverai flags, by catching them whilfl they were very young. It was now big

with young ones. It had a little bell hung about its neck, that by walking in the

woods, the people might know it to be tame, and take care not to flioot it. It was at

liberty to go where it pleafed, and to keep it confined would have been a pretty hard
tafli, as it could leap over the higheft enclofures. Sometimes it went far into the

woods, and frequently ftaid away a night or two, but afterwards returned home like

other cattle. When it went into the woods, it was often accompanied by wild ftags,

and decoyed them even into the very houfes, efpecially in rutting time, giving its mafter
numerous opportunities of (hooting the wild ftags, almoft at his door. Its fcent was
excellent, and when it was turned towards the wind, I often faw it rifing and looking

towards that part, though I did not fee any people on the road, but they commonly
appeared about an hour after. As foon as the wild ftags have the fcent of a man,
they make off. In winter the man fed the hind with corn and hay ; but in fummer it

went out into the woods and meadows, feeking its own food, eating both grafs and
other plants : it was now kept in a meadow ; it did chiefly eat clover, the leaves of
hiccory, of the andromeda panicuiata, and the geranium maculatum. It was likewife

contented with the leaves of the common plantane, or plantago, grafles, and feverai

other plants. The pofleffor of this hind fold ftags to people in Philadelphia, who fent

them as curiofities to other places. He got twenty-five, thirty, and forty (hillings

a-piece for them. In the long and fevere winter, which commenced here upon the

tenth of December 1740, and continued to the thirteenth of March, old ftyle, during
the ccurfe of which there fell a great quantity of fnow, the ftags were found dead in

the fnow, but chiefly higher up the country, where the fnow was deeper. Nobody
could determine v/hether their death was the confequence of the great quantity and
depth of fnow, which hindered their getting out, or whether the froft had been too

fevere, and of too long duration, or whether they were (hort of food. The old people

likewife relate that vaft numbers of ftags came down in the year 1705, when there

was a heavy fall of fnow, near a yard deep, and that they were afterwards found dead
in the woods, in great numbers, becaufe the fnow was deeper than they could pafs

through. Numbers of birds were likewife found dead at that time. In that fame win-

ter a ftag came to Matfong into the ftables, and eat hay together with the cattle. It

was fo pinched by hunger that it grew tame immediately, and did not run away from
people. It afterwards continued in the houfe, as another tame creature. All aged
perfon? aflferted, that formerly this country abounded more with ftags than it does at

prefent. It was formerly not uncommon to fee thirty or forty of them in a flock

together. The reafon of their decreafe is chiefly owing to the increafe of population,

the deftrudion of the woods, and the number of people who kill and frighten the ftags

at prefent. However, high up in the country, in great forefts and defarts, there are

yet great numbers of them. Among their enemies is the lynx of this country, which
is the fame with the Swedifli one*. They climb up the trees, and when the (lags pafs

by, they dart down upon him, get faft hold, bite, and fuck the blood, and never give

over till they have killed it.

* Warglo ; fclis lynx Linn. The Swedes mention two kinds of lynx ; the one Is called the warglo»
or wolf-lynx, and the other the kattlo.. or cat-lynx. The Germans make the fame dillin£lion, and call the
former wolf.lnchs, and the latter katz-luchs: the former is thebiggcfl:, of a brownifli red, mixed with grey
and white on its back, and white towards the belly, with brownifli fpots ; the latter is fmaller, and has a
coat which is more white, and with more fpots. F,

I faw
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I faw feveral holes in the ground, both on hills and on fields, and fallow grounds

;

they were round, and commonly about an inch wide j they went almofl: perpendicularly

into the earth, and were made by dung-beetles, or by great worms, which are made ufe

of for angling. The dung-beetles had dug very deep into the ground, through horfe-

dung, though it lay on the hardefl: road, fo that a great heap of earth lay near it. Thefe

holes were afterwards occupied by other infetts, efpecially grafshoppers, (grylli) and

cicadas ; for by digging thefe holes up, I commonly found one or more young ones of

thefe infedts, which had not yet got their perfett fizc.

May 19th. This morning I left Raccoon, a parifh in the country called New
Sweden, and which is yet chiefly inhabited by Swedes, in order to proceed in my
travels to the North. I firfl: intended to fet out with the beginning of April, but for

feveral reafons this was not advifable. No leaves were come out zt that time, and

hardly any flowers appeared. I did not know what flowers grew here in fpring ; for

the autumnal plants are different from the vernal ones. The Swedes had this winter

told me the oeconomical and medical ufes of many plants, to which they gave names

unknown to me : they could not then fhew me thofe plants on account of the feafon,

and by their deficient and erroneous defcriptions, I was not able to guefs what plants

they meant» By going away fo early as the beginning of April I would have remained

in uncertainty in regard to thefe things. It was therefore fit that I fliould fpend a

part of the fpring at Raccoon, efpecially as I had flill time enough left for my tour to

the North.

On the road we faw a black fnake, which we killed, and found jufl five feet long.

Catelby has defcribed it and its qualities, and alfo drawn it*. The full-grown black

fnakes are commonly about five feet long, but very flender ; the thickeft I ever faw

was in the broadeft part hardly three inches thick ; the back is black, fhining, and

fmooth ; the chin white and fmooth ; the belly whitifli turning into blue, fliining, and

very fmooth ; I believe there are fome varieties of this fnake. One, which was nineteen

inches long, had a hundred and eighty-fix fcales on the belly, (fcuta abdominalia) and

ninety-two half fcales on the tail (fquamas fubcaudales), which I found to be true, by a

repeated counting of the fcales. Another, which was feventeen inches and a half in

length, had a hundred and eighty-four fcales on the belly, and only fixty-four half

fcales on the tail ; this I hkewife affured myfelf of, by counting the fcales over again.

It is poflible that the end of this laft fnake's tail was cut off, and the wound healed

up again f.

The country abounds with black fnakes. They are among the firft that come out

in fpring, and often appear very early if warm weather happens ; but if it grows cold

again after that, they are quite frozen, and lie ftiff and torpid on the ground or on the

ice ; when taken in this llate and put before a fire, they revive in lefs than an hour's

time. It has fometimes happened, when the beginning of January is very warm, that

Anguis niger. See Catefby'a Nat. Hift. of Carol, ii. t. 48.

f It has been found by repeated experience, that the fptcific char;idler employed by Dr. LinnKiis, for

tl-.e diftiniftion of the fpecies of fnakes, taken from tlieir fcuta abdominalia and caudalia, or their Iquams

fubcaudales, varies greatly in fnakes of the fame fpecies, fo that often the difference amounts to ten or

more : the whole number of the fcuta fometimes helps to find out the fpecies ; care ought however to be

taken that the fnake may not by any accident have loll its tail, and that it be growing again; in which cafe

it Is impoffible to make ufe of this charadlcr. The charadler is not quite fo good and decifive as may be

wiflied, but neither are the marks taken from colours, fpots, (Iripes, &c. quite conllant ; and fo It is better

to make ufe of an imperfcft charadcr than none at all. Time, and greater acquaintance with this clafs of

animals may perhaps clear up their natural charaftcrs. F.

they
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they come out of their winter habitations. They commonly appear about the end of

March, old ftyle.

This is the fwifteft of all the fnakes which are to be found here, for it moves fo

quick that a dog can hardly catch it. It is therefore almofl; impoffible for a man to

efcape it if purfued ; but happily its bite is neither poifonous nor any way dangerous ;

many people have been bit by it in the woods, and have fcarce felt any more incon-

venience than if they had been wounded by a knife ; the wounded place only remains

painful for fome time. The black fnakes feldom do any harm, except in fpring, when

they copulate ; at which time, if difturbed, they will attack the perfon that difturbs

them. I am acquainted with feveral people, who have on fuch an occafion run fo hard

as to be quite out of breath, in endeavouring to efcape the fnake, which moved with

the fwiftnefs of an arrow after them. If a perfon thus purfued can mufter up courage

enough to oppofe the fnake with a flick or any thing elfe, when it is either pafled by

him, or when he fteps afide to avoid it, it will turn back again, and feek a refuge in its

fwiftnefs. I have been affured by feveral, that when it overtakes a perfon who has

tried to efcape it, and who has not courage enough to oppofe it, it winds round his

feet, fo as to make him fall down ; it then bites him feveral times in the leg, or what-

ever part it can get hold of, and goes off again. I fhall mention two circumftances,

which confirm what I have faid. During my flay in New York, Dodor Golden told

me, that in the fpring 1748, he had feveral workmen at his country feat, and among

them one lately arrived from Europe, who of courfe knew very little of the qualities of

the black fnake. The other workmen feeing a great black fnake copulating with its

female, engaged the new comer to go and kill it, which he intended to do with a little

ftick. But on approaching the place where the fnakes lie, they perceived him, and

the male in great wrath leaves his pleafure to purfue the fellow with amazing fwiftnefs

;

he little expefted fuch courage in the fnake, and flinging away his flick, began to run

as faft as he was able. The fnake purfued him, overtook him, and twifting feveral

times round his feet, threw him down, and frightened him almofl out of his fenfes ;

he could not get rid of the fnake, till he took a knife and cut it through in two or

three places. The other workmen were rejoiced at this fight, and laughed at it, with-

out offering to help their companion. Many people at Albany told me of an accident

which happened to a young lady, who went out of town in fummer, together with many
other girls, attended by her negro. She fat down in the wood, in a place where the

others were running about, and before fhe was aware, a black fnake being dillurbed

in its amours, ran under her petticoats, and twifted round her waifl, fo that fhe fell

backwards in afwoon, occafioned by her fright or by the coniprefTion which the fnake

caufed. The negro came up to her, and fufpe£ling that a black fnake might have hurt

her, on making ufe of a remedy to bring his lady to herfelf again, he lifted up her

cloaths, and really found the fnake wound about her body as clofe as pofTible ; the

negro was not able to tear it away, and therefore cut it, and the girl came to herfelf

again ; but fhe conceived fo great an averfion to the negro, that fhe could not bear the

fight of him afterwards, and died of a confumption. At other times of the year this

fnake is more apt to run away than to attack people. However, I have heard it

afferted frequently, that even in fummer when its time of copulation is paft, it purfues

people, efpecially children, if it finds that they are afraid and run from it. Several

people likewife affured me from their own experience, that it may be provoked to pur-

fue people, if they throw at it, and then run away. I cannot well doubt of this, as I

have heard it faid by numbers of creditable people ; but though I wanted to try the

experiment I could never fuccced in provoking them.

Mofl
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]\io{l of the people in this country afcribed to this fnake a power of fufcinating birds

and Iquirrels, as I have defcribed in Icveral parts of my journal. When the fnake lies

undir a tree, and has fixed his eyes on a bird or fquirrcl above ; it obliges them to

come down, and to go direftly into its mouth. I cannot account for this, for I never

faw it done. However, I have a lift of more than twenty perfons, among which are

fome of the moft creditable people, who have all unanimoufly, though living far diftant

from each other, aflerted the fame thing ; they afliired me, upon their honour, that

they have fcen (at feveral times) thcfe black fnakes fafcinating fquirrels and birds which

fat on the tops of trees, the fnake lying at the foot of the tree, with its eyes fixed upon

the bird or fquirrel, which fits above it, and utters a doleful note ; from which it is

eafy to conclude with certainty that it is about to be fafcinatcd, though you cannot fee

it. The bird or fquirrel runs up and down along the tree continuing its plaintive fong,

and always comes nearer the fnake, whole eyes are unalterably fixed upon it. It fhould

i'eem as if thefe poor creatures endeavoured to cfcape the fnake, by hopping or run-

ning up the tree ; but there appears to be a power which withholds them : they are

forced downwaids, and each time that they turn back they approach nearer their

enemy, till they are at hdl forced to leap into its mouth, which Itands wide open for

that purpofe. Numbers of fquirrels and birds are continually running and hopping
fearlefs in the woods on the ground, where the fnakes lie in wait for them, and can
eafily give thefe poor creatures a mortal bite. Therefore it fcems that this fafcinatiou

might be thus interpreted, that the creature has firft got a mortal wound from the

fnake, which is fure of her bite, and lies quiet, being allured that the wounded crea-

ture has been poifoned with the bite, or at leafl feels pain from the violence of the bite,

and that it will at laft be obliged to come down into its mouth. The plaintive note is

perhaps occafioned by the acutenefs of the pain which the wound gives the creature.

But to this it may be objedled, that the bite of the black fnake is not poifonous ; it

may further be objedled, that if the fnake could come near enough to a bird or fquirrel

to give it a mortal bite, it might as eafily keep hold of it, or, as it fometimes does with
poultry, twift round and ftrangle or flifle it. But the chief objeftion which lies againft

this interpretation is the fcllowing account, which I received from the moft creditable

people, who have affured me of it. The fquirrel being upon the point of running into

the fnake's mouth, the fpeftators have not been able to let it come to that pitch, but
killed the fnake, and as foon as it had got a mortal blow the fquirrel or bird deftined

for deftruftion flew away, and left oft" their moanful note, as if they had broke loofe

froni a net. Some fay, that if they only touched the fnake, fo as to draw oft' its at-

tention from the fquirrel, it went off" quickly, not flopping till it had got to a great
diftance. Why do the fquirrels or birds go away fo fuddenly, and why no fooner ?

If they had been poifoned or bitten by the fnake before, fo as not to be able to get from
the tree, and to be forced to approach the fnake always more and more, they could
however not get new ftrength by the fnake being either killed or diverted. Therefore,
it feems that they are only enchanted, whilft the fnake has its eyes fixed on them.
However, this looks odd and unaccountable, though many of the worthieft and moft:

reputable people have related it, and though it is fo univerfally believed here, that to

doubt it would be to expofe onefelf to general laughter.

The black fnakes kill the fmaller fpecies of frogs, and eat them. If they get at

eggs of poultry, or of other birds, they make holes in them, and fuck the contents.

When the hens are fitting on the eggs they creep into the neft, wind round the birds,

itiflc them, and fuck the eggs. Mr. Bartram aflerted, that he had often fcen this

fnake creep up into the talleft; trees, after birds' eggs, or young birds, always with the
VOL. xin. 4 D head
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head forenioft, when defcending. A Swede told me, that a black fnake had once got

the head of one of his hens in its mouth, and was wound feveral times round the body,
when he came and killed the fnake. The hen was afterwards as well as ever.

This fnake is very greedy of milk, and it is difficult to keep it out when it is once
ufed to go into a cellar where milk is kept. It has been feen eating milk out of the

fame difh with children, without biting them, though they often gave it blows with the

fpoon upon the head, when it was over greedy. I never heard it hifling. It can raife

more than one half of its body from the ground, in order to look about her. It fkins

every year ; and its Ikin is faid to be a remedy againfl the cramp, if continually worn
about the body.

The rye was now beginning to flower.

I have often obferved with aftonifiiment, on my travels, the great difference between

the plants and the foil, on the two oppofite banks of brooks. Sometimes a brook,

which one can flride over, has plants on one bank widely different from thofe on the

oppofite bank. Therefore, whenever 1 came to a great brook or a river, I expefted to

find plants which I had not met with before. 1 heir feeds are carried down with the

ftream from diftant parts. The foil is likewife very often different on the different fides

of a rivulet, being rich and fertile on the one, and dry. barren, and fandy on the

other. But a great river can make flill greater differences. Thus we fee the great

difparity between the province of Penfylvania and New Jerfey, which are only divided

by the river Delaware. In Penfylvania the foil confifts of a mould mixed with fand

and clay, and is very rich and fertile ; and in the woods which are high in the country,

the ground is mountainous and ftony. On the other hand, in the province of New
Jerfey, the foil is poor and dry, and not very fertile, fome parts excepted. You can

hardly find a (lone in New Jerfey, and much lefs mountains. In Penfylvania you
fcarce ever fee a fir-tree, and in New Jerfey are whole woods of it.

This evening I arrived at Philadelphia.

May 22d. The locufts began to creep out of their holes in the ground lail night,

and continued to do fo to-day. As foon as their wings were dry, they began their

fong, vi'hich is ahnofl: fufficient to make one deaf, when travelling through the woods.

This year there was an immenfe number of them.

May 25th. The tulip-tree (liriodendron tulipifera) was now in full bloffom. The
flowers have a refemblance to tulips, and look very fine, and though they have not a

very agreeable fmell, yet the eye is pleafed to fee trees as tall as full-grown oaks,

covered with tulip-like flowers.

On the flowers of the tulip-tree was an olive-coloured chafer (fcarabasus), without

horns (muticus), the future and borders of his wing-fliells (elytras) were black, and his

thighs brown. I cannot with certainty fay whether they coUedted the pollen of the

flower, or whether they coupled. Later in fummer, I faw the fame kind of beetles

make deep holes into the ripe mulberries, either to eat them, or to lay their eggs in

them. I likewife found them abundant in the leaves of the magnolia glauca, or beaver-

tree.

The ftrawberries were now ripe on the hills.

The country people already brought ripe cherries up to town ; but they were only

a few to fatisfy curiofity, yet we may form a judgment of the cliuiatc from hence.

May 26th. A peculiar kind of Itorm called a travat, or travado, happened to-day.

In the evening about ten o'clock, when the iky was quite clear, a thick black cloud

came rufliing from the fouth-wefl:, with a wind. The air was quite calm, and we could

not feel any breeze ; but the approach of this cloud was perceived from the flrong

10 rufliing
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Tufliing noife in the woods to the fouth-weft, and which increafcd in proportion as the

cloud came nearer. As foon as it was come up to us, it was attended by a violent gufl

of wind, which in its courfe threw down the weaker enclofures, carried them a good
way along with it, and broke down feveral trees. It was then followed by a hard
fhower of rain, which put an end to the ftorm, and every thing was calm as before.

Thefe travadoes are frequent in fummer, and have the quality of cooling the air.

However, they often do a great deal of damage ; they are commonly attended by thun-

der and lightning ; as foon as they are palfed over the fky is as clear as it was
before.

May 28th. The magnolia glauca was now in full bloom. Its flowers have a very
pleafant fragrancy, which refreflics the travellers in the woods, efpecially towards the

evening. The flowers of the wild vine afterwards fupplied the place of thofe of the

magnolia. Several other flowers contribute likcwife towards perfuming the ambient
air.

The kalmia anguftifolia was now every where in flower : it grows chiefly on fandy

heaths or on diy poor grounds, which few other plants will agree with ; it is common
in Penfylvania, but particularly in New Jerfey and the province of New York ; it is

fcarce in Canada ; its leaves fl:ay the winter ; the flowers are a real ornament to the

woods ; they grow in bunches like crowns, and are of a fine lively purple colour ; at

the bottom is a circle of deep purple, and within it a greyifli or whitirti colour. The
flowers grow as aforefaid, in bunches, round the extremity of the ftalk, and make it look
like a decorated pyramid. The Englifli at New York, call this plant the dwarf laurel.

Its qualities are the fame with thofe of the kalmia latifolia, viz. that it kills flieep and
other fmaller animals, when they eat plentifully of it. I do not know whether it is

noxious to the greater cattle. It is not of any known ufe, and only ferves to attract

the eye whilft in flower.

The kalmia latifolia was likewife in full bloflTom at prefent : it rivals the preceding

one in the beauty of its colour
;
yet though they are confpicuous In regard to the

colours and fliape of their flowers, they are no ways remarkable for fmell, fuch as the

magnolia is; for they have little or no fmell at all. So equally and juftly does nature

dift:ribute her gifts ; no part of the creation has them all, each has its oun, and none is

abfoliitely without a fliare of them.

May 30th. The Moravian brethren, who arrived in great numbers from Europe at

New York, in May, brought two converted Greenlanderswith them. The Moravians
who were already fettled in America, immediately fent fome of their brethren from
Philadelphia to the new comers, in order to welcome them. Among thefe deputies

were two North American Indians, who had been converted to their doftrine, and like-

wife two South American Indians, from Surinam. Thefe three kinds of converted
Indians accordingly met at New York. I had no opportunity of feeing them ; but all

thofe who had feen them, and whom I converfed with, thought that they had plainly

perceived a fimilarity in their features and fliapc, the Greenlanders being only fome-
what fmaller. They concluded from hence that all thefe three kinds of Americans
were the poflierity of one and the fame defcendant of Noah, or that they were perhaps
yet more nearly related. How far their gueflfcs are to be relied upon I cannot de-

termine.

Ripe cherries were now already pretty common, and confequently cheap.

Yams are a fpecies of roots which are cukivated in the hottcfl parts of America, fox-

eating as we do potatoes. It has not yet been attempted to plant them here, and they

are brought from the Weft Indies in fhips ; therefore they are reckoned a rarity here,

4 D 2 3nd
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and as fuch 1 ate them at Dr. Franklin's to-day. They are white, and tafte like com-
mon potatoes, but not quite fo agreeable ; and I think it would not be worth while to

plant them in Sweden, though they might bear the climate. The plant thefe roots

belong to is the diofcorca alata.

The inhabitants make plenty of cheefe : they are not reckoned fo good as Englifh

cheefe : however, fome take them to be full as good when old ; and fo they feemed to

me. A man from Bolton, in ew England, told me, that they made very good cheefe

there : but they take care to keep the cattle from fait water, efpecially thofe who live

near the fea coafts ; for it has been found that the cheefe will not become fo good

when the cows graze near fait water as it will when they have frefh water. This, how-

ever, wants nearer examination, in my opinion.

May 31ft. About noon I left Philadelphia, and went on board a fmall yacht, which

fails continually up and down upon the river Delaware, between Trenton and Phila-

delphia. We failed up the river with fair wind and weather. Sturgeons leaped often

a fathom into the air. We faw them continuing this exercife all day, till we came to

Trenton. The banks on the Penfylvanian fuie were low ; and thofe on the New Jer-

fey fide fteep and fandy, but not very high. Oa both fides were perceived forefts of

tall trees, v\ith deciduous leaves.

During the courfe of this month the forenoon was always calm ; but immediately

after noon it began to blow genily, and fometimes pretty ftrongly. This morning was

likewife fair, and in the afternoon it was cloudy, but did not rain.

We faw fome fmall houfes near the fliore, in the woods ; and now and then a

good houfe built of (lone. The river now decreafed vifibly in breadth. About three

o'clock this afternoon we pafled Burlington.

Burlington, the chief town in the province of New Jerfey, and the refidence of the

governor, is but a fmall town, about twenty miles from Philadelphia, on the eaftern

fide of the Delaware. The houfes were chiefly built of ftone, though they ilood far

diftant from each other. The town has a good fituation, iince Ihips of confidtrable

burthen can fail clofe up to it : but Philadelphia prevents its carrying on an extenfive

trade ; for the proprietors of that place * have granted it great immunities, by which

it is increafed fo as to fwallow all the trade of the adjacent towns. The houfe of the

governor at Burlington is but a fmall one : it is built of itone, clofe by the river fide,

and is the ih(\. building in the town as you come from Philadelphia. It is obferved,

that about the full moons, when the tides are highefl, and the high water at Cape Hin-

iopen comes at nine o'clock in the morning, it will be at Chelter, on the river Dela-

ware, about ten minutes after one o'clock ; at Philadelphia, about ten minutes after

two o'clock ; and at Burlington, about ten minutes after three o'clock ; tor the tide

in the river Delaware comes quite up to Trenton.

The banks of the river were now chiefly high and fteep on the fide of New Jerfey,

confifting of a pale brick-coloured foil. On the Penfylvanian fide they were gently

Hoping, and confifted of a blackifh rich mould, mixed with particles of glimmer (mica).

On the New Jerfey fide appeared fome firs ; but fsldom on the other, except in a few

places where tliey were accidentally brought ever from New Jerfey.

Towards night, after the tide had begun to ebb, and the wind was quite fubfided,

we could not proceed, but dropped our anchor about feven miles from Trenton, and

paffid the night there. The woods- were full of fireflies, (lampyris) which flew like

Jparks of fire between the trees, and fometimes acrofs the river. In the marfiies, the

• William Pciui, Efq. and hij Iveirs.

bullfrogs
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br'lfrogs now and then be^ran their hid.-oits roarinp ; and more than a hundred of

them roared together. The whip-poor-will, or godt-Cuckcr, was likcwife heard every

where.

June I (I. We continued our voyage this morning af'er the rain was over. The
river i)elaware was very narrow here, and the banks the fame as we found them yefter-

day, after we had paifcd Burhngton. About eight o'clock in the morning we arrived

at Trenton.

June 2nd. This morning we left Trenton, and proceeded towards New York. The
country I have defcrib-.d before. The fields were fovvn with wheat, rye, maize, oats,

hemp, and flax. In feveral places we faw very large pieces of ground with hemp.

We faw abundance of chefnut-trees in the woods. They often flood in exciiflive

poor ground, which was neither too dry nor too wet.

Tulip-trees did not appear on the road ; but the people faid there were fome in the

woods.

1 he beaver-tree (magnolia glauca) grows in the fwamps. It was new in flower, and

the fragrancy of its bloffoms had fo perfumed the air that one could enjoy it before

one approached ihe iwamps ; and this fine fmell likewife fliewed that a beaver-tree was

near us, though we often happened not to fee it.

The phlox glaberrima grows abundantly in the woods, and cuts a fine figure with its

red flowers. It grows in fuch foil here as in Europe is occupied by the lychnis vifcaria

and lychnis dioica, or r:-ad catchfly and campion. The phlox maculata grows abun-

dantly in wet ground, and has fine red and odoriferous flowers. It grows on low

meadows, where in Europe the meadow-pinks, or lychnis flos cuculi, would be met

with. By adding to thefe flowers the bartfia coccinea, the lobelia cardinalis, and the

monarda dinyma, which grow wild in this country, they are undoubtedly altogether

adorned with the fineft red imaginable.

'1 he f lifafras-tree was abundant in the woods and near the inclofures.

The houfcs which we paffed by were moft of them wooden. In one place, I faw the

people building a houfe with walls of mere clay, which is likewife employed in making,

ovens for baking.

Buckwheat was already coming up in feveral places. We faw fingle plants of it all

day in the woods and in the fields, but alv\ays by the fide of the road; from whence

it may be concluded that they fpring up from loft and fcattered feeds.

Late this evening we arrived at New Brunfwick.

June the 3rd. Ax noon we went on board a yacht bound for New York, and failed

down the rivir which had at firit pretty hi,c;h and fteep banks of red fand-itonc on

each fide, which I have mentioned befure. Now and then there wa? a farm-houfe on

the high ihore. As we came lower down, we faw on both fides great fields and mea-

dows clofe up to the water. We could not fail at random with the yacht ; for the

river vias often Ihallow in fome places and fometimes in the very middle. For that

purpofe, the courle which we were to take was marked out by branches with leaves on

them. At lafl; we got into the fea, which bounded our profpe£t on the fouth ; but on

the other fide, we were continually in fight of land at fome diftance. On coming to

the mouth of the river, we had a choice of two roads to New York, viz. either within

the Staten Ifland, or without it. The inhabitants are determined in their choice by the

weather ; for when it is fliormy and cloudy, or dark, they do not venture to fail with-

out, where the fea itfelf coinmunicates. We took that courfe now, it being very

plealant weather ; and though we ftruck on the fands once or twice, yet we got loofe

again, and arrived at New York about nine o'clock.

5 June
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June 4th. I found vines in feveral gardens, got from the old countries. They bear

annually a quantity of excellent grapes. When the winters are very fevere they are

killed by the froft, and die quite to the ground ; but the next fpring new fhoots fpring

up from the root.

Strawberries were now fold in abundance about the town every day. An Englifliman

trom Jamaica afferted, that in that ifland there were no ftrawberries. The fnakes

are very fond of ftrawberries. Thofe which they had here were as good as the Swedifh

and Finland ones.

Red clover was fown in feveral places on the hills without the town. The country

people were now employed in mowing the meadows. Some were already mown ; and

the dry clover was put under cover, in order to be carried away the firft opportunity.

Cherry-trees were planted in great quantities before the farm houfes, and along the

high-roads, from Philadelphia to New Brunfwick ; but behind that place they became

more fcarce. On coming to Staten Ifland, in the province of New York, I found them
very common again, near the gardens. Here are not fo many varieties of cherries as

there are in Peniylvania. I feldom faw any of the black fweet cherries * at New York

;

but commonly tlie four red ones. All travellers are allowed to pluck ripe fruit as they

pafs by. Between New Brunfwick and Staten Ifland, are a few cherry-gardens ; but

proportionarly more orchards, with apple-trees.

June 6th. Several gentlemen and merchants, between fifty and fixty years of age,

afferted, that during their life they had plainly found feveral kinds of fifh decreafe in

number every yearj and that they could not get near fo many fifh now as they

could formerly.

Rum, a brandy prepared from the fugar-canes, and in great ufe with all the Englilh

North American colonies, is reckoned much wholefomer than brandy, made from wine

or corn f. In confirmation of this opinion, they fay, that if you put a piece of frefh

meat into rum, and another into brandy, and leave them there for fome months, that

in the rum will keep as it was, but that in the brandy will be quite eaten, and full of

holes. But this experiment does not feem a very accurate one to me. Major Roder-

fort told me, that being upon the Canada expedition, he had obferved, that fuch of his

men as drank brandy for fome time died of it ; but thofe who drank rum were not

hurt, though they got drunk with it every day, and oftener than the others.

Long Ifland is the name of an ifland oppofite the town of New York, in the fea.

The northern part of the ifland is much more fertile than the fouthern. Formerly

there lived a number of Indians on this ifland ; and there are yet fome, which however

decreafe in number every year, becaufe they leave the ifland. The loil of the fouthern

part of the ifland is very poor ; but this deficiency is made up by a vaft quantity of

oyfters, lobfters, crabs, feveral kinds of fifli, and numbers of water-fowl, all which are

there far more abundant than on the northern ftiores of the ifland. Therefore the

Indians formerly chofe the fouthern part to live in, becaufe they fubfifted on oyfters,

and other produdions of the fea. When the tide is out it is very eafy to fill a whole

cart with oyfters, which have been driven on (hore by one flood. The ifland is ftrewed

* Commonly called black-heart cherries.

f That rum is among the fpirituous liquors Icfs noxious than any one of tiie reft, is chiefly owing to the

balfaniic quality it gets from the fugar, which corredls the llyptic quality all kinds of brandy and fpirituous

liquors have. 'I'hc older the rum is, and the longer it has been kept in a great cafl<, the more is its ftypti-

city corrcftcd. All which has been lately proved by the clean (I experiments, explained and deducted
from the moll indifuutable principles of chemillry, in a pamphlet written by that able cbemift. Mr.
Doflie. F.

with
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with oyfter-fliells and other fliells, which the Indians left there ; thcfc /hells fcrve now
for good manure for the fields. The fouthern part of the ifland is turned into meadows,
and the northern part into fields. The winter is more conftant on the northern part,

and the fnow in fpring lies longer there than on the fouthern part. The people are
very fertile here, and commonly tall and ftrong.

June loth. At noon we left New York, and failed up the river Hudfon, in a yacht
bound for Albany. All this afternoon we faw a whole fleet of little boats returning from
New York, whither they had brought provifions and other goods for fale, which on
account of the extenfive commerce of this town, and the great number of its inhabitants,

go off very well. The river Iludfon runs from north to fouth here, except fome
high pieces of land which fometimcs projecl far into it, and alter its direftion ; its

breadth at the mouth is reckoned about a mile and a quarter. Some porpoifes played
and tumbled in the river. The eaflern fliore, or the New York fide, was at firfl: very
ileep and high ; but the weftern was very Hoping and covered with woods. There
appeared farm-houfes on both fides, furrounded with corn-fields. The ground of
which the fteep fliores confided was of a pale brick colour, and fome little rocks of a
grey fand-ftone were feen here and there. About ten or twelve miles from New York,
the weftern fliore appears quite different from what it was before; it confifts of fteep

mountains with perpendicular fides towards the river, and they are exadly like the fteep

fides of the mountains of Hall and Hunnebarg in Weft Gothland. Sometimes a rock
projects lilce the falliant angle of a ballion : the tops of thefe mountains are covered
with oaks, and other wood ; a number of ftones of all fizes lay along the fhore, having
rolled down from the mountains.

Ihefe high and fteep mountains continue for fome Englifh miles on the weftern
fhore ; but on the eaftern fide the land is high, and fometimes diverfified with hills and
vallies, which are commonly covered with deciduous trees, aniongft which there

appears a farm now and then m a glade. The hills are covered with ftones in fome
places. About twelve miles from New York we faw fturgeons * (acipenfer fturio),

leaping up out of the water, and on the whole paffage we met with porpoifes in the

river. As we proceeded we found the eaftern banks of the river very much cultivated j

and a number of pretty farms, furrounded with orchards and fine corn-fields, prefented

themfelves to our view. About twenty-two miles from New York the high mountains

which I have before mentioned left us, and made as it were a high ridge here from eaft

to weft quite acrofs the country. This altered the face of the country on the weftern.

fliore of the river : from mountainous, it became interfperfed with little vallies and
round hillocks, which were fcarce inhabited at all ; but the eaftern fliore continued to

afford us a delightful profpedt. After failing a little while in the night, we caft our

anchor and lay here till the morning, efpecially as the tide was ebbing with great

force.

June 1 ith. This morning we continued our voyage up the river, with the tide and

a faint breeze. We now pafTed the Highland mountains, which were to the eaft of us;

they confift of a grey fand-ftone, are very high and pretty lleep, and covered with

deciduous trees, and likewife with firs and red cedars. The weftern fliore was full of

rocks, which however did not come up to the height of the mountains on the oppofite

fhore ; the tops of thefe eaftern mountains were cut off from our fight by a thick fog

which furrounded them. The country was unfit tor cultivation, being fo full of rocks,

• The New York fturgeons which 1 faw this year brought over, had (hort bhiot nofes, in which par-

ticular they are diflcicnt from the Englifti ones, which have long nofes. F.

and
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and accordingly we faw no farms. The diftance from thefe mountains to New York
IS computed at thirty-lix Englifh miles.

A thick fog now rofe up from the high mountains. For the fpace of fome Englifh

mil'-S we had hills and rocks on the weftern banks of the river ; and a change of leffer

and greater mountains and vallies covered with young firs, red cedars, and oaks, on the

eaftern fide. The hills clofc to the river fide are commonly low, but their height

increafes as they are further from the river. Afterwards we faw, tor fome miles

together, nothing but high round mountains and vallies, both covered with woods; the

vallies are in reality nothing but low rocks, and fland perpendicular towards the river

in many places. The breadth of the river is fometimes two or three muiket-lhot, but

commonly not above one ; every now and then we faw feveral kinds of fifli leaping

out of the water. The wind vaniflied away about ten o'clock in the morning, and
forced us to get forwards with our oars, the tide being almoft fpent.

The water in the river has here no more a brackilh tafte
; yet I was told that the tide,

efpecially when the wind is fouth, fometimes carries the fait water up higher with it.

The colour of the water was likewife altered, for it appeared darker here than befoi-e.

To account for the firft origin of rivers is very difficult, if not wholly impoflible; fome
rivers may have come from a great refervoir of water, which being confiderably

encreafed by heavy falls of rain or other circumftances, palled its old bounds and flowed

to the lower countries, through the places where it met with the leaft oppofition.

This is perhaps the rcafon why fome rivers run in fo many bendings equally through

fields of foft earth, as likewife there, where moimtains, rocks, and ftones, divert their

paflage. However, it feems that fome rivers derive their firft origin from the creation

itfelf, and that Providence then pointed out their courfe ; for their exiftence can, in all

probability, not be owing to the accidental eruption of water alone. Among thefe

rivers vi'e may rank the river Hudfon : I was furprifed on feeing its courfe, and the

variety of its fliorcs. It takes its rife a good way above Albany, and defcends to New
York, in a dire£t line from north to fouth, which is a diftance of about a hundred

and fixty Englifli miles, and perhaps more ; for the httle bendings which it makes are

of no fignification. In many places between New York and Albany are ridges of high

mountains running welt and eaft. But it is remarkable that they go on undifturbed

till they come to the river Hudfon, which cuts directly acrofs them, and frequently

their fides ftand perpendicular towards the river. There is an opening left in the chain

of mountains, as broad as the river commonly is, for it to pafs through, and the

mountains go on as before, on the other fide, in the fame direction. It is likewife

remarkable that the river in fuch places where it paffes through the mountains is as

deep, and often deeper than in the other places. The perpendicular rocks on the fides

of the river are furprifing, and it appears that if no paffages had been opened by Pro-

vidence, for the river to pafs through, the mountains in the upper part of the country

would have been inundated, fince thefe mountains, like fo many dykes, would have

hindered the water from going on. Quere, Why does this river go on in a direct line

for fo confidcrable a diftance ? Why do the many pafTages, through which the river

flows acrofs the mountains, lie under the fame meridian ? Why are water-falls near fome
of thefe pafTages, or at leaft fhallow water with a rocky ground ?

We now perceived exccfllve high and fleep mountains on both fides of the river,

which echoed back each found we uttered. Yet notwithftanding they were fo high
and ftcc'p, they were covered with fmall trees.

The Blue Mountains, which reared their towering tops above all thcothcr mountains,
were now feen before us, towards north, but at a great diftance.

The
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The country began here to look more cultivated, and lefs mountainous.

The lafl of the high weftern mountains is called Butterhili, after whicli the country
between the mountains grows more fpacious. The farms became very numerous, and
we had a profpeifl of many corn-fields, between the hills: before we pafled thefe hills

we had the wind in our iace, and we could only get forward by tackino-, which went
very flow, as the river was hardly a mufket-fliot in breadth. Afterwards we caft

anchor, becaufe we had both wind and tide againft us.

Whilft we waited for the return of tide, and the change of wind, we went on
Ihore.

The faflafras-tree (laurus faflafras) and the chefnut-tree grows here in great

abundance. I found the tulip-tree (liriodendron tulipifera) in fome parts of the wood,
as likewife the kalmia latifolia, which was now in full bloflbin> though the flowers were
already withering.

Some time after noon the wind arofe from fouth-weft, which being a fair wind, we
weighed anchor, and continued our voyage. The place where we lay at anchor was
juft the end of thnfe fleep and amazing high mountains : their height is very amazing ;

they confifl of grey rock-ftone, and clofe to them on the fliores lay a vafl: number of

little ftones. As foon as we had pafTed thefe mountains, the country became clearer

of mountains, and higher. The river likewife increafed in breadth, fo as to be near

an Englifli mile broad. After failing for fome time, we found no more mountains
along the river ; but on the eaflern fide goes a high chain of mountains to the north-

cafl:, whofe fides are covered'with woods up to one-half of their height. The fummits
however are quite barren, for I fuppofe that nothing would grow there, on account of

the great degree of heat*, drynefs, and the violence of the wind, to which that part

is expofed. The eaflern fide of the river is much more cultivated than the weftern,

where we feldom faw a houfe, the land being covered with woods, though it is in

general very level. About fifty-fi.x: Englifli miles from New York the country is not

very high
;
yet it is every where covered with woods, except fome new farms which

were fcattered here and there. The high mountains which we left in the afternoon,

now appeared above the woods and the country. Thefe mountains which were called

the Highlands, did not projefl: more north than the other, in the place where we
anchored. Their fides (not thofe towards the river) were feldom perpendicular,

but floping, fo that one could clime up to the top, though not without difficulty.

On ievcral high grounds near the river, the people burnt lime. The mafter of the

yacht told me, that they break a fine blueifli grey linie-fl:one in the high grounds along

both fides of the river, for the fpace of fome Englifli miles, and burn lime of it. But
at fome miles diftance there is no more lime-ftone, and they find alfo none on the banks
till they come to Albany.

We paffed by a little neck of land, which projefted on the wefliern fide of the river,

and was called Dance. The name of this place is faid to derive its origin from a

feftival which the Dutch celebrated here in former times, and at which they danced
and diverted themfelves ; but once there came a number of Indians, who killed

ihtin all.

We caft anchor late at night, becaufe the wind ceafed and the tide was ebbing. The
depth of the river is twelve fathoms here. «

* Mr. Kalm was certainly millaken by thinking the fummits of thefe mountains without wood, or
account of tlie great degree of heat : for it is a general notion founded on experience, that the fun operates

jiot fo much on the tops of mountains, as in plains or vallies, and the cold often hinder* the increafc of wood
on the fummits of high mounlakis. F.
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The fire-flies pafled the river in numbers at night, and fometimes fettled upon the

rigging.

June 1 2th. This morning we proceeded with the tide, but agaiufl the wind. The
river was here a mufket-fhot broad. The country in general is low on both fides,

confilling of low rocks and flony fields, which are however covered with woods. It

isfo rockv, ftony, and poor, that nobody can fettle in it or inhabit it, there being no
fpot of ground fit for a corn-field. The country continued to have the fame appear-

ance for the fpace of fome miles, and we never perceived one fettlement. At eleven

o'clock this morning we came to a little ifland, which lies in the middle of the river,

and is faid to be half-way between New York and Albany. The fhores are flill low,

ftony, and rocky, as before. But at a greater diftance we faw high mountains,

covered with woods, chiefly on the weflern fliore, raifing their tops above the refl of

the country : and Hill further oft", the blue mountains rofe up above them. Towards
noon it was quite calm, and we went on very flow. Here the land is well cultivated,

efpecially on the eafl:ern fliore, and full of great corn-fields
;

yet the foil feemed fandy.

Several villages lay on the eaftern fide, and one of them called Stralturg, was

inhabited by a number of Germans. To the weft we faw feveral cultivated places.

The blue mountains are very plainly to be feen here. They appear through the

clouds, and tower above all other mountains. The river is full an Englifli mile broad

oppofite Straiturg.

They make ufe of a yellow agaricus, or mufliroom, which grows on maple-trees,

for tinder ; that which is found on the red-flowering maple (acer rubrum) is reckoned

the beft, and next in goodnefs is that of the fugar-maple (acer faccarinum), which is

fometimes reckoned as good as the former.

Rhinbeck is a place at fome diftance from Strafburg, further off from the river. It

is inhabited by many Germans, who have a church there.

At two in the afternoon it began again to blow from the fouth, which enabled us

to proceed. The country on the eaftern fide is high, and confifts of a well cultivated foil.

We had fine corn-fields, pretty farms, and good orchards in view. The weftern fhore

is likewife fomewhat high, but flill covered with woods, and we now and then, though

feldom, faw one or two little fettlements. The river is above an Englifli mile broad in

moft places, and comes in a ftrait line from the north, fo that we could not fometimes

follow it with our eye.

June 13th. The wind favoured our voyage during the whole night, fo that I had

no opportunity of obferving the nature of the country. This morning at five o'clock

we were but nine Englifli miles from Albany. The country on both fides the river is

low, and covered with woods, excepting a lew little fcattered fettlements. Under the

higher fliores of the river are wet meadows, covered with fword-grafs (carex), and they

formed feveral little iflands. We faw no mountains ; and haftened towards Albany.

The land on both fides of the river is chiefly low, and more carefully cultivated as we
came nearer to Albany.

As to the houfcs which we faw, fome were of wood, others of ftone. The river is

feldom above a mulket-lhot broad, and in feveral parts of it are fluids, which require

great experience for governing the yachts. At eight o'clock in the morning we arrived

at Albany.

All the yachts which ply between Albany and New York, belong to Albany. They
go up and down the river Iludlbn, as long as it is open and free from ice. They bring

from Albany boards or planks, and all forts of timber, flour, peafe, and furs, which

they get from the Indians, or which arefmuggled from the French. They come home
alnioft



KALM's travels in north AMERICA. ^yg

alniofi: empty, and only bring a few merchandizes with them, among wlilch rum is

the chief. This lafl: is abfolutely neceflary to the inhabitants of Albany ; they cheat:

the Indians in the fur trade with it ; for when the Indians are drunk, they will leave

it to the Albanians to fix the price of the furs. The yachts are pretty large, and have

a good cabin, in which the palTcngers can be very commodioufly lodged. They are

commonly built of red cedar, or of white oak. Frequently, the bottom confift^ of

white oak, and the fides of red cedar, becaufe the latter withltands putrefadion much
longer than the former. The red cedar is likewife apt to fplit when it is (truck againfl

any thing, and the river Hudfon is in many parts full of fands and rocks, againft

which the keel of the yacht fometimes hits ; therefore they choofe white oak for the

bottom, as being the fofter wood, and not fplitting lb eafily : and the bottom being

continually under water, is not fo much expofed to putrefaction, and holds out

longer.

The canoes which the yachts have along with them are made of a fingle piece of

wood, hollowed out ; they are fharp on both ends, frequently three or four fathoms

long, and as broad as the thicknefs of the wood will allow. The people in it do not

row fitting, but commonly a fellow Hands at each end, with a fhort oar in his hand
with which he governs and brings the canoe forwards. Thofe which are made here

at Albany, are commonly of the white pine ; they can do fervice for eight or twelve

years, efpecially if they be tarred and painted. At Albany they make them of the white

pine, fince there is no other wood fit for them ; at New York they are made of the

tulip-tree, and in other parts they are made of red or white cedars : but both thefe

trees are fo fmall, in the neighbourhood of Albany, that they are unfit for canoes

;

there are no feats in the canoes, for if they had any, they would be more liable to be
overfet, as one could not keep the equilibrium fo well.

Battoes * are another kind of boats, which are much In ufe in Albany : they are

made of boards of white pine ; the bottom is flat that they may row the better in fhallow

water ; they are fharp at both ends, and fomewhat higher towards the end than in the

middle. They have feats in them, and are rowed as common boats. They are long,

yet not all alike, commonly three, and fometimes four fathoms long. The height

from the bottom to the top of the board (for the fides Hand almofl: perpendicular) is

from twenty inches to two feet, and the breadth in the middle about a yard and fix

inches. They are chiefly made ufe of for carrying goods, by means of the rivers, to

the Indians ; that is, when thofe rivers are open enough for the battoes to pafs through,

and when they need not be carried by land a great way. The boats made of the

bark of trees, break eafily by knocking againft a ftone, and the canoes cannot

carry a great cargo, and are eafily overfet ; the battoes are therefore preferable

to them both. 1 faw no boats here like thofe in Sweden, and other parts of

Europe.

The froft does frequently a great deal of damage at Albany. There is hardly a
month in fummer during which a froft does not happen. The fpring comes very late,

and in April and May are numerous cold nights, which frequently kill the flowers of
trees and kitchen herbs. It was feared that the bloflbms of the apple-trees had been fo

feverely damaged by the froft laft May, that next autumn there would be but very few
apples. The oak bloflbms are very often killed by the froft in the woods. The
autumn here is of long continuance, with warm days and nights. However, the cold

*

* From the French bateaux (boats}.

4 E 2 nights
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niqhts commonly commence towards the end of September, and are frequent in

Odober. The people are forced to keep their cattle in ftables from the middle of

November till March or April, and muft find them hay during that time *.

During fummer the wind blows commonly from the fouth, and brings a great drought

along with it. Sometimes it rains a little, and as foon as it has rained the wind veers to

north-well, blowing for feveral days from that point, and then returning to the fouth.

I have had frequent opportunities of feeing this change of wind happen very exaftly,

both this year and the following.

June 15th. The enciofures were made of boards of fir-wood, of which there is

abundance in the extenfive woods, and many faw-mills to cut it into boards.

The feveral forts of apple-trees grow very well here, and bear as fine fruit as in any

other part of North America. Each farm has a large orchard. Ihey have fome

apples here, which are very large, and very palatable ; they are fent to New York,

and other places as a rarity. They make excellent cyder in autumn, in the country

round Albany.

All the kinds of cherry-trees, which have been planted here, fucceed very well.

Pear-trees do not fucceed here. This was complained of in many other parts ofNorth

America. But I fear that they do not take fufficient care in the management and

planting of them j for I had feen fine pears in feveral parts of North America.

Peach-trees have often been planted here, and never would fucceed well. This was

attributed to a worm which lives in the ground, and eats through the root, fo that the

tree dies. Perhaps the feverity of the winter contributes much to it.

They plant no other fruit-trees at Albany befides thefe I have mentioned.

They low as much hemp and iiax here as they want for home confumption.

They fow maize in great abundance : a loofe foil is reckoned the befl for this

purpofe ; for it will not grow in clay : from half a bufliel they reap a hundred bufhels.

They reckon maize a very good kind of corn, becaufe the fhoots recovers after being

hurt by the froft. They have had examples here of the flioots dying twice in fpring,

to the very ground, and yet they fliot up again afterwards, and afforded an excellent

crop. Maize has likewife the advantage of Handing much longer againft a drought

than wheat. The larger fort of maize which is commonly fown here, ripens in

September.

They fow wheat in the neighbourhood of Albany, with great advantage. From
one bufhel they get twelve fometimes ; if the foil be good, they get twenty bufhels.

If their crop amounts only to ten bullicls from one, they think it very trifling. The
inhabitants of the country round Albany are Dutch and Germans. The Germans
live in feveral _great villages, and fow great quantities of wheat, which is brought to

Albany ; and from thence they fent many yachts laden with flour to New York. The
wheat flour from Albany is reckoned the befl in all North Anierica, except that from

Sopus or King's Town, a place between Albany and New York. All the bread in

Albany is made of wheat. At New York they pay the Albany flour with feveral fliilliugs

more per hundred weight than that from other places.

Rye is likewife fown here, but not fo generally as wheat.

They do not low much barley here, becaufe they do not reckon the profits very

great. Wheat is fo plentiful that they make malt of it. In the neighbourhood of New
York I faw great fields fown with barley.

• 'J lie reader mud icckon all this according to the o!d flile.

They
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They do not fow more oats than are ncceffary for then- horfes.

The Dutch and Germans who live hereabouts, fow peafe in great abundance ; tliey

fucceed very well, and are annually carried to New York, in great quantities. They
have been free from infecls for a confidcrable time ; but of late years the fame beetles

which deftroy the peafe in Penfylvania, New Jerfey, and the lower parts of the province

of New York, have likcwife appeared abundant among the peafe here. It is a real

lofs to this town, and to the other parts of North America, which ufed to get peafe

from hence for their own confumption, and that of their failors. It had been found

that if they procured good peafe from Albany, and fowed them near King's Town, or

the lower part of the province of New York, they fucceeded very well the firft year,

but were fo full of worms the fecond, and following years, that nobody could or would

eat them. Some people put afhes into the pot, among the peafe, when they will not

boil, or foften well ; but whether this is wholefome and agreeable to the palate, I do

not know.
Potatoes are generally planted. Some people preferred afhes to fand for keeping

them in during winter.

The Bermuda potatoes (convolvulus batatas) have likewife been planted here, and

fucceed pretty well. The greatefl difficulty is to keep them during winter ; for they

generally rot in that feafon.

The humming-bird (trochilus colubris) comes to this place fometimes ; but it is

rather a fcarce bird.

The fhingles with which the houfes are covered are made of the white pine, which

is i-eckoned as good and as durable, and fometimes better, than the white cedar (cupref-

fus thyoides). The white pine is found abundant here, in fuch places where common
pines grow in Europe. I have never feen them in the lower parts of the province of

New York, nor in New Jerfey and Penfylvania. They faw a vaft quantity of deal

from the white pine on this fide of Albany, which are brought down to New York, and

from thence exported.

The woods abound with vines, which likewife grow on the fteep banks of the river

in furprifing quantities. They climbed to the tops of trees on the bank, and bent them

by their weight ; but where they found no trees, they hung down along the fteep

fhores, and covered them entirely. The grapes are eaten after the froft has attacked

them ; for they are too four before. They are not much ufed any 'other way.

The vaft woods and uninhabited grounds between Albany and Canada contain im-

menfe fvvarms of gnats, which annoy the travellers. To be in fome meafure fecured

againft thefe infects, fome befmcar their face with butter or greafe ; for the gnats do

not like to fettle on grcafy places. The great heat makes boots very unealy ; but to

prevent the gnats from ftinging the legs, they wrap fome paper round them, under the

ftockings. Some travellers wear c:ips which cover the whole face, and have fome

gauze before their eyes. At night they lie in tents, if they can carry any with them ;

and make a great fire at the entrance, by the fmoke of which the gnats are driven

away.

The porpoifes feldoin go higher up the river Hudfon than the fait water goes ; after

that, the fturgeons fill their place. It has however fometimes happened, that porpoifes

have gone quite up to Albany.

The fire-ilies (lampyris) which are the fame that arc fo common in Penfylvania

during fummer, are here feen in abundance every night. They fly up and down in

the ftreets cf this town. They come into the houfes, if the doors and windows are

open.

feveral
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Several of the Penfylvanian trees are not to be met with in thefe woods, vir»

Magnolia glauca, the beaver-tree.

Nyffa aquatica, the tupelo-tree.

Liquidambar ftyraciflua, the fweet-gum tree.

Diofpyros Virginiana, the perfimon.

Liriodendron tulipifera, the tulip-tree.

Juglans nigra, the black walnut-tree.

Ouercus , the fwamp oak.

Ccrcis Canadenfis, the fallad-tree.

Robinia pfeudacacia, the iocufl-tree.

Gleditfia triacanthos, the honey-locuft-tree.

Annona muricata, the papaw-tree.

Celtis occidentalis, the nettle-tree ; and a number of Ihrubs, which are never found

here.

The more northerly lituation of the place, the height of the blue mountains, and

the courfe of the rivers, which flow here fouthward into the fea, and accordingly carry

the feeds of plants from north to fouth, and not the contrary way, are chiefly the caufes

that feveral plants which grow in Penfylvania cannot be found here.

This afternoon I went to fee an ifland which lies in the middle of the river, about a

mile below the town. This ifland is an Englifh mile long, and not above a quarter of a

mile broad. It is almoft entirely turned into corn-fields ; and is inhabited by a fmgle

planter, who, befides poflTefllng this ifland, is the owner of two more. Here -we faw no

woods, except a few trees which were left round the ifland on the fliore, and formed as it

were a tall and great hedge. The red maple (acer rubrumj grows in abundance in

feveral places. Its leaves are white or filvery on the under fides, and when agitated by

the wind, they make the tree appear as if it was full of white flowers. The water-beech

(platanus occidentalis) grows to a great height, and is one of the moft fhady trees here.

The water-poplar * is the mofl; common tree hereabouts, grows exceedingly well on

the (V.ores of the river, and is as tall as the tallefl: of our afps. In fummer it affords

the befl: fliade for men and cattle againft the fcorching heat. On the banks of rivers

and lakes it is one of the moft ufeful trees, becaufe it holds the foil by its extenfive

branched roots, and prevents the water from waftiing it away. The water-beech and

the elm-tree (ulmus) ferve the fame purpofe. The wild prune-trees were plentiful

here, and were full of unripe fruit : its wood is not made ufe of; but its fruit is eaten.

Sumach (rhus glabra) is plentiful here ; as alfo the wild vines, which climb up the

trees, -and creep along the high ihores of the river. I was told that the grapes ripen

very late, though they were already pretty large.

The American elm-tree (ulmus Americana) formed feveral high hedges. The foil

of this ifland is a rich mould, mixed with fand, which is chiefly employed in maize

plantations. There were likewife large fields of potatoes. The whole ifland was leafed

for one hundred pounds of New York currency. The perfon who had taken the leafe

again let fome greater and fome fmaller lots of ground to the inhabitants of Albany,

for making kitchen gardens of, and by that means reimburfcd himfelf. Portulack

(portulaca olcracea) grows fpontaneoufly here in great abundance, and looks very

well.

• Populus glandulis varli's bafi foliorum adnexTs, foliis cordato-deltoidibus, acuminatis, ferrato-angulofis,

^itriii4ui.- glabris. —An populus heterophylla Liniixi ?

I ^une
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June ^oth. The tide in the river Hudfon goes about eight or ten Knglifh miles

above Albany, and conlcquently runs one hundred and fiity-fix EngHfli miles from the

fea. In fpring, when the fnovi' melts, there is hardly any flowing near this town ; for

the great quantity of water which comes from the mountains during that feafon occa-
fions a continual ebbing. This likcwifc happens after heavy rains.

The cold is generally reckoned very fevcre here. The ice in the river Hudfon is

commonly three or four feet thick. On the 3d of April I'ome of the inhabitants

crofled the river with fix pair of horfes. The ice commonly dilfolves about the end
of March or beginning of April. Great pieces of ice come down about that time,

which fometimes carry with them the houfes that ftand clofe to the fhore. The water
is very high at that time in the river, becaufe the ice flops fometimes, and flicks in places

where the river is narrow. The water has been often obferved to rife three fathoms
higher than it commonly is in fummcr. The ground is frozen here in winter to the

depth of three, four, or five feet. On the i6th of November the yachts are put up,
and about the beginning or middle of April they are in motion again.

The water of feveral wells in this town was very cool about this time ; but had a
kind of acid tafle, which was not very agreeable. On a nearer examination, I found
an abundance of little infefts in it, which were probably monoculi. Their length was
different ; fome were a geometrical line and an half, others two, and others four lines

long : they were very narrow, and of a pale colour. The head was blacker and thicker

than the other parts of the body, and about the fize of a pin's head. The tail was di-

vided into two branches, and each branch terminated in a little black globule. When
thefe infeds fwim. they proceed in crooked or undulated lines, almofl like tadooles.

I poured fome of this water into a bowl, and put near a fourth part of rum to it. The
monoculi, inflead of being affeded with it, fwam about as brifkly as they had done in

the water. This fhews, that ifone makes punch v.ith this water, it muft be very flrong

to kill the monoculi. I think this water is not very wholefome for people who are
not ufed to it, though the inhabitants of Albany, who drink it every day, fay, they do
not feel the leaft inconvenience from it. I have been feveral times obliged to drink
water here, in which I have plainly feen monoculi fwimming ; but I generally felt the
next day fomewhat like a pea in my throat, or as if I had a fwelling there ; and this

continued for above a week. I felt fuch fwellings this year, both at Albany and in

other parts. My fervant, Yungftroem, likewife got a great pain in his breafl, and a
fenfation as from a fwelling, after drinking water with monoculi in it ; but whether
thefe infeds occafioned it,or whether it came from fome other caufe, I cannot afcertain.

However, I have always endeavoured as much as poffible to do without fuch water
as had monoculi in it. I have found monoculi in very cold water taken from the

deepefl wells, in different parts of this country. Perhaps many of our difeafes arife

from waters of this kind, which we do not fufficiently examine. I have frequently

obferved abundance of minute infefiis in water, which has been remarkable for its

clearnefs. Almofl each houfein Albany has its well, the water of which is applied to

common ufe ; but for tea, brewing, and wafliing, they commonly take the water of the

river Hudfon, which flows clofe by the town. This water is generally quite muddy,
and very warm in fummer ; and, on that account, it is kept in cellars, in order that the
flime may fubfide, and that the water may cool a little.

We lodged with a gunfmith, who told us, that the befl charcoals for the forge
were made of the black pine. The next in goodncfs, in his opinion, were charcoals-

made of the beech-tree.

The
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The beft and dearefl flocks for his mufkets were made of the wood of the wild

cherry-tree ; and next to thefe he valued thofe of the red maple moft. They fcarce

make ufe of any other wood for this purpofe. The black walnut-tree affords excel-

lent wood for flocks ; but it does not grow in the neighbourhood of Albany.

June 2 1 ft. Next to the town of New York, Albany is the principal town, or at

jeafl, the moft wealthy, in the province of New York. It is fituated on the declivity of

a hill, clofctothe weftern fliore of the river Hudfon, about one hundred and forty-fix

Englifii miles from New York. The town extends along the river, which flows

here from N.N. E. to S.S.W. The high mountains in the weft, above the town,

bound the profpeft on that fide. There are two churches in Albany, an Englifli one

and a Dutch one. The Dutch church ftands at fome diftance from the river, on the

eaft fide of the market. It is built of ftone ; and in the middle it has a fmall fleeple,

with a bell. It has but one minifter, who preaches twice every Sunday. The Englifli

church is fituated on the hill, at the weft end of the market, dircftly under the fort.

It is likewife built of flone, but has no fleeple. There was no fervice at this church at

this time, becaufe they had no minifter; and all the people underftood Dutch, the

garrifon excepted. The minifler of this church has a fettled income of one hundred

pounds fterling, which he gets from England. The town-hall lies to the fouthward

of the Dutch church, clofe by the river fide. It is a fine building of ftone, three

ftories high. It has a fmall tower or fteeple, with a bell, and a gilt ball and vane at

the top of it.

The houfes in this town are very neat, and partly built with ftones covered with

ftiingles of the white pine. Some are flated with tiles from Holland, becaufe the clay

of this neighbourhood is not i-eckoned fit for tiles. Moft of the houfes are built in

the old way, with the gable-end towards the ftreet ; a few excepted, which were

lately built in the manner now ufed, A great number of houfes were built like thofe

of New Brunfwick, which I have defcribed ; the gable-end being built, towards the

ftreet, of bricks, and all the other walls of planks. The outfide of the houfes is never

covered with lime or mortar, nor have I feen it praftifed in any North American

towns which I have vifited ; and the walls do not feem to be damaged by the air.

The gutters on the roofs reach almoft to the middle of the ftreet. This prefervcs the

walls from being damaged by the rain, but is extremely difagreeable in rainy weather

for the people in the ftreets, there being hardly any means of avoiding the water from

the gutters. I'he ftrect-doors are generally in the middle of the houfes; and on both

fides are feats, on which, during fair weather, the people fpend almoft the whole day,

efpecially on thofe which are in the fliadow of the houfes. In the evening thefe feats

are covered with people of both fcxes ; but this is rather troubiefomc, as thofe who
pafs by are obliged to greet every body, unlcfs they will fliock the politenefs of the

inhabitants of this town. The ftreets are broad, and fome of them are paved ; in

fome parts they are lined with trees ; the long ftreets are almoft parallel to the river,

and the others interfeft them at right angles. The ftreet which goes between the two

churches is five times broader than the others, and fervcs as a market-place. The
ftreets upon the whole arc very dirty, becaufe the people leave their cattle in them

during the fummer nights. There are two market-places in the town, to which the

country people rcfort twice a week.

The fort lies higher than any other building, on a high fteep hill on the weft fide of

the town. It is a great building of ftone, iurrounded with high and thick walls ; its

fituation is very bad, as it can only ferve to keep off plundering parties, without being

i6 able
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able to ("uflain a ficgc. There are numerous high hills to the well: of the fort, which
command it, and from whence one may fee all that is done within it. There is com-
monly an officer and a number of foldiers quartered in it. They fay the fort contains a

fpring of water.

The fituation of Albany is very advantageous in regard to trade. The river Hudfon,
which flows clofe by it, is from twelve to twenty feet deep. There is not yet any quay
made for the better lading of the yachts, becaufe the people feared it would iuffer

greatly, or be entirely carried away in fpring by the ice, which then comes down t!ie

river ; the veffels which are in ufe here may come pretty near the fhore in order to be
laden, and heavy goods are brought to them upon canoes tied together. Albany
carries on a confiderable commerce with New York, chiefly in furs, boards, wheat,

flour, peafe, feveral kinds of timber, &c. There is not a place in all the Britifli

colonies, the Hudfon's Bay fettlements excepted, where fuch quantities of (urs and
fls.ins are bought of the Indians as at Albany. Mofl; of the merchants in this tnwn
fend a clerk or agent to Ofwego, an Englifli trading town upon the lake Ontario, to

which the Indians refort with their furs. I intend to give a more minute account of
this place in my journal for the year 1750. The merchants from Albany fpend the

whole fummer at Ofwego, and trade with many tribes of Indians who come to them
with their goods. Many people have afl"ured me, that the Indians are frequently

cheated in difpofmg of their goods, efpecially when they are in liquor, and that fome-
times they do not get one half of the value of their goods. I have been a vvitnefs to

feveral tranfaftions of this kind. The merchants of Albany glory in thefe tricks, and
are highly pleafed when they have given a poor Indian a greater portion of brandy than

he can bear, and when they can after that get all his goods for mere trifles. The
Indians often find, when they are fober again, that they have been cheated, they
grumble fomewhat, but are foon fatisfied when they refledt that they have for once
drank as much as they are able, of a liquor which they value beyond any thing elfe in

the whole world, and they are quite infenfible to their lofs if they again get a draught
of this nedar. Befides this trade at Ofwego, a number of Indians come to Albany
from feveral parts, efpecially from Canada ; but from this latter place, they hardly

bring any thing but beaver-fl^ins. There is a great penalty in Canada for carrying furs

to the Englifli, that trade belonging to the French Welt India Company ; notwith-

ftanding which the French merchants in Canada carry on a confiderable fmuggling
trade. They fend their furs, by means of the Indians, to their correfpondents at

Albany, who purchafe it at the price which they have fixed upon with the French
merchants. The Indians take in return feveral kinds of cloth, and other goods, which
may be got here at a lower rate than thofe which are fent to Canada from France.

The greater part of the merchants at Albany have extenfive efl;ates in the country,

and a great deal of wood. If their efl;ates have a little brook, they do not fail to ered
a faw-mill upon it for fawing boards and planks, with which commodity many yachts

go during the whole fummer to New York, having fcarce any other lading than

boards.

Many people at Albany make the wampum of the Indians, which is their ornament
and their money, by grinding fome kinds of fhells and mufcles ; this is a confiderable

profit to the inhabitants. I fliall fpeak of this kind of money in the fequel. The
extenfive trade vihich the inhabitants of Albany carry on, and their fearing manner of

life, in the Dutch way, contribute to the confiderable wealth which many of them
acquire.

vol.. xm. 4 F The
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The inhabitants of Albany and its environs are ahnofi: all Dutchmen. They fpeak

Dutch, have Dutch preachers, and divine fervice is performed in that language : their

manners are likevvife quite Dutch ; their drefs is however like that of the Englifh. It

is well known that the firlt Europeans who fettled in the province of New York were

Dutchmen. During the time that they were the mafters of this province, they poffeffed

themfelvesof New Sweden*, of which they were jealous. However, the pleafure of

p^ofleffing this conquered land and their own, was but of fliort duration ; for towards

the end of 1664, Sir Robert Carre, by order of King Charles the Second, went to

New York, then New Amfterdam, and took it. Soon after Colonel Nichols went to

Albany, which then bore the name of Fort Orange, and upon taking it, named it

Albany, from the Duke of York's Scotch title. The Dutch inhabitants were allowed

either to continue where they were, and, under the protection of the Englilh, to

enjoy all their former privileges, or to leave the country. The greater part of

them chofe to flay, and from them the Dutchmen are defcended, who now live in

the province of New York, and who poflefs the greatefl and beft eflates in that pro-

vince.

The avarice and felfifhnefs of the inhabitants of Albany are very well known
throughout all North America, by the Englifh, by the French, and even by the

Dutch, in the lower part of New York province. If a Jew, who underftands the art

of getting forward perfedly well, fliould fettle amongfl them, they would not fail to

ruin him. For this reafon nobody comes to this place without the mod preffing necef-

fity ; and therefore I v/as alked in fcveral places, what induced me to go to it, two

years one after another. I likewife found that the judgment, which people formed of

them, was not without foundation. For though they feldom fee any ftrangers, (except

thofe who go from the Britifli colonies to Canada and back again) and one might there-

fore expefl: to find viftuals and accommodation for travellers cheaper than in places

where travellers always refort to, yet I experienced the contrary. I was here obliged

to pay for every thing twice, thrice, and four times as dear as in any part of North

America which I have pafled through. If I wanted their affiftance, I was obliged to

pay them very well for it, and when I wanted to purchafe any thing, or to be helped

in fome cafe or other, I could prefently fee what kind of blood ran into their veins ; for

they either fixed exorbitant prices for their fervices, or were very backward to aflift

me. Such was this people in general. However, there were fome amongfl them who
equalled any in North America, or any where elfe, in polltenefs, equity, goodnefs,

and readinefs to ferve and to oblige ; but their number fell far fhort of that of the for-

mer. If I may be allowed to declare my conjeftures, the origin of the inhabitants of

Albany and its neighbourhood feems to me to be as follows. AVhilft the Dutch poifefled

this country, and intended to people it, the government took up a pack of vagabonds,

of which they intended to clear the country, and fent them along with a number of

other fettlers to this province. The vagabonds were fent far from the other colonics,

upon the borders towards the Indians and other enemies, and a few honeft families

were perfuaded to go with them, in order to keep them in bounds. I cannot any

other way account for the diil\?rence between the inhabitants of Albany, and the other

defccndants of fo refpeiiable a nation as the Dutch, who are fettled in the lower part

of New York province. The latter are civil, obliging, jufl in the prices, and fiiicere ;

and though they arc not ceremonious, yet they are well meaning and honeft, and their

promifes are to be relied on.

* New Jerfey and pait of Pcnfylvania were foimerly coinprifcJ iinder this name.

The
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The behaviour of the inhabitants of Albany, during the war between England and
France, which was ended with the peace of Aix la Chapelle, has, among fcveral other

caufes, contributed to make them the obje6l of hatred in all the Britifli colonies, but

more efpecially in New England. For at the b'jginning of that war, when the Indians

of both parties had received orders to commence hoftilities, the French engaged theirs

to attack the inhabitants of New England ; which they faithfully executed, killing

every body they met with, and carrying off whatever they found. During this time

the people of Albany remained neutral, and carried on a great trade with the very

Indians who murdered the inhabitants of New England. The plate, fuch as filver-

fpoons, bowls, cups, Sec. of which the Indians robbed the houfes in New England,

was carried to Albany, for fale. The people of that town bought up thefe filver

veirds, though the names of the owners were graved on many of them, and en-

couraged the Indians to get more of them, promifing to pay them well, and what-

ever they would demand. This was afterwards interpreted by the inhabitants of
New England, as if the Albanians encouraged the Indians to kill more of the people,

who were in a manner their brothers, and who were fubjects of the fame crown.
Upon the firft news of this behaviour, which the Indians themfelves fpread in New
England, the inhabitants of the latter province were greatly incenfed, and threatened,

that the firft ftep they would take in another war, would be to burn Albany, and the

adjacent parts. In the prefent war it would fufficiently appear how backward the other

Britifh provinces in America are in aflifting Albany, and the neighbouring places, in

cafe of an attack iVom the French or Indians*". The hatred which the Englifh bear
againft the people, at Albany, is very great, but that of the Albanians againft the

Englifli is carried to a,ten times higher degree. This hatred has fubfilted ever fmce the

time when the Englifli conquered this country, and is not yet extinguiflied, though
they could never have got fuch advantages under the Dutch government, as they have
obtained under that of the Englifh. For, in a manner, their privileges are greater

than thofe of Englifhmen.

The inhabitants of Albany are much more fparing than the Englifli. The meat
which is ferved up is often infufHcient to fatisfy the ftomach, and the bowl does not

circulate fo freely as amongfl the Englifh. The women are perfeftly well acquainted

with ceconomy ; they rife early, go to fleep very late, and are almofl over-nice and
cleanly in regard to the floor, which is frequently fcoured feveral times in the week.

The fervants in the town are chiefly negroes. Some of the inhabitants wear their own
hair, but it is very fiiort, without a bag or queue, which are looked upon as the

charafteriftics of Frenchmen ; and as I wore my hair in a bag the firfl; day I came
here from Canada, I was furrounded with children, who called me Frenchman, and
fome of the boldefl: offered to pull at my French drefs.

Their meat, and manner of drefllng it, is very different from that of the Englifh.

Their breakfafl is tea, commonly without milk. About thirty or forty years ago, tea

was unknown to them, and they breakfafted either upon bread and butter, or bread

iuid milk. They never put fugar into the cup, but take a fmall bit of it into their

mouths whillt they drink. Along with the tea they eat bread and butter, with flices

of hung beef. Coflee is not ufual here ; they breakfafl generally about feven. Their
dinner is butter-tnilk and bread, to which they fometimes add fugar, then it is a de-

liciour, di(h for them ; or frefli milk and bread ; or boiled or roafl:ed flefli. They
fjmetimes make ufe of buttcr-milic inftead of frefh milk, to boil a thin kind of porridge

* Mr. Kalnri piibliHied this third volume juft during the time of the laft war. I"'.

4^2 with.
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with, which taftes very four, but not difagrccabie in hot weather. To each dinner they

have a great fallad, prepared with abundance of vinegar, and very little or no oil.

They frequently eat butter-milk, bread, and fallad, one mouthful after another. Their

fupper is generally bread and butter, and milk and bread. They fometimes eat cheefe

at breakfafl: and at dinner ; it is not in flices, but fcraped or rafped, fo as to refemble

coarfe flour, which they pretend adds to the good tafte of cheefe. They' commonly
drink very fmall beer, or pure water.

The governor of New York often confers at Albany with the Indians of the Five

Nations, or the Iroquefe, (Mohawks,' Senekas, Cayugaws, Onondagoes, and Onidoes)

efpecially when they intend either to make war upon, or to continue a war againft the

French. Sometimes their deliberations likewife turn upon their converfion to the

chrifl:ian religion, and it appears by the anfwer of one of the Indian chiefs, or Sachems,

to Governor Hunter, at a conference in this town, that the Englifli do not pay fo much
attention to a work of fo much confequence as the French do, and that they do not fend

fuch able men to inftruft the Indians as they ought to do *. For after Governor
Hunter had prefented thefe Indians, by order of Queen Anne, with many clothes, and
other prefents, of which they were fond, he intended to convince them flill more of

Her Majefty's good-will, and care for them, by adding, that their good mother, the

Queen, had not only generoufly provided them with fine clothes for their bodies, but

likewife intended to adorn their fouls, by the preaching of the gofpel ; and that to this

purpofe fome minifters fhould be fent to them to inltrucl them. The governor had
fcarce ended, when one of the oldeft Sachems got up, and anfwered, that in the name
of all the Indians, he thanked their gracious good Queen and mother for the fine clothes

fhe had fent them ; but that in regard to the minifters, they had already had fome among
them (whom he likewife named), who inftead of preaching the holy gofpel to them,

had taught them to drink to excefs, to cheat, and to quarrel among themfelves. He
then entreated the governor to take from them thefe preachers, and a number of Euro-
peans who refided amongfl them ; for before they were come among them, the Indians

had been an honeft, fober, and innocent people, but moft of them became rogues now.
That they had formerly had the fear of God, but that they hardly believed hisexiflence

at prefent. That if he (the governor) would do them any favour, he fhould fend two
or three blackfmiths amongft them, to teach them to forge iron, in which they were un-

experienced. The governor could not forbear laughing at this extraordinary fpeech.

I think the words of St, Paul not wholly unapplicable on this occafion : For the name
of God is blafphemed amongfl; the Gentiles, through you *.

June 2 1 ft. About five o'clock in the afternoon we left Albany, and proceeded to-

wards Canada. We had two men with us, who were to accompany us to the firft

• Mr. Kalm is, I believe, not riglitly informed. The Fiencli eccltliaftics have allured fome few wretched
Indians to their religion and interell, and fettled them in fmall villages; bnt l)y the acconnts of tlicir be-

haviour in the feveral wars of the French and l.nglKh, they were always guilty of the greatcll cruelties and
brutalities ; and moie fo than their I'cathcn countrymen ; and theiefore it feems that they have been

rather perverted tiian converted. On the other hand, the i' nglifh have Iranflaled the bible into the lan-

guage of tlie Virginian Indians, and converted many of them to the true knowledge of God ; and at this

prefent time, the Indian charity fchoois and mifTions, conduced by the Rev. Mr Elcazor VVlietlock, have

brought numbers of the Indians to the knowledge of the true (lod. The fociety for propagating the

gofpel in foreign parts, fends every year many mifTionarics, at thei;" own expcnce, among the Indians.

And the Moravian brethren are alfo very adlive in the converfion of Gentiles ; fo that if Mr. Kalm had
confidered all thefe rircumllances, he would have judged othcrwiie of the zeal of the Brilifh nation, in

propagating the gofpel among the Indians. F.

t RomaQS ii. 24-.
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French place, which is Fort St. Frederick, or, as the Englifli call it. Crown Point. For

this fervice each of them was to receive five pounds of New York currency, befides

which I was to provide them with viduals. This is the common price here, and he

that does not choofe to conform to it, is obliged to travel alone. We were forced to

take up with a canoe *, as we could get neither battoes, nor boats of bark ; and as

there was a good road along the weft fide of the river Hudfon, we left the men to

row forwards, in the canoe, and we went along it on the fliore, that we might be better

able to examine it, and its curiofities, with greater accuracy. It is very incommodious

to row in thefe canoes ; for one ftands at each end and pufhes the boat forwards.

They commonly keep clofe to the fliore, that they may be able to reach the ground

eafily. Thus the rowers are forced to ftand upright, whilfl they row in a canoe.

We kept along the fhore all the evening, towards the river ; it confifted of great hills,

and next to the water grew the trees, which I have above mentioned, and which like-

yvKe are to be met with on the (hores of the ifle, in the river, fituate below Albany.

The eafterly fliore of the river is uncultivated, woody, and hilly ; but the weftern is

flat, cultivated, and chiefly turned into corn-fields, which had no drains, though they

want-id them in fonie places. It appeared very plainly here, that the river had for-

merly been broader ; for there is a lloping bank on the corn-fields, at about thirty yards

diftance from the river, with which it always runs parallel. From this it fufficiently

appears, that the rifing ground formerly was the fliore of the river, and the corn-fields

its bed. As a further proof, it may be added, that the fame fhells which abound on
the prefent fhore of the river, and are not applied to any ufe by the inhabitants, lie

plentifully fcattered on thefe fields. I cannot fay whether this change was occafioned

by the diniinifliing of the water in the river, or by its wafliing fome earth down the

river, and carrying it to its fides, or by the river's cutting deeper in on the fides.

All the grounds were ploughed very even, as is ufual in the Swedifli province of

Upland. Some were fown with yellow, and others with white wheat. Now and then

we faw great fields of flax, which was now beginning to flower. In fome parts it

grows very well, and in others it was but indiflferent. The exceflive drought which

had continued throughout this fpring, had parched all the grafs and plants on hills and
high grounds, leaving no other green plant than the common mullein (Verbafcum
thapfus Linn.) which I faw in feveral places, on the drieft and higheft hills, growing

in fpite of the parching heat of the fun, and though the paftures and meajows were

excefiively poor, and afforded fcarce any food at all, yet the cattle never touched the

mullein. Now and then I found fields with peafe, but the charlock (finapis arvenfis

Linn.) kept them quite under. The foil in moft of thefe fields is a fine mould, which

goes pretty deep.

The wild vines cover all the hills along the rivers, on which no other plants grow,

and on thofe which are covered with trees, they climb to the tops of them, and wholly

cover them, making them bend down with their weight. They had already large

grapes ; we faw them abundant all this day, and during all the time that we kept

to the river Hudfon, on the hills, along the fhores, and on fome little iflands in

the river.

The white-backed maize-thieves appeared now and then, flying amongfl: the buflies :

their note is fine, and they are not fo large as the black maize-thieves, (oriolus phoe-

niceus). We faw them near New York, for the firft time.

• See the dcfcription of it, p. 84.

We
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Wo found a walcr-beech tree (platanus occidentalls) cut down near the road, mea-
furing about five feet in diameter.

This day, and for feme days afterwards, we met with iflands in the river. The
lars;er ones were cuhivated, and turned into corn-fields and meadows.

We walked about five Englifli miles along the river to-day, and found the ground,

during that time, very uniform, and confifling of pure earth. The red maple, the

water-beech, the water-afp, the wild prune-tree, the fumach, the elm, the wild vines,

and fomc fpecies of willows, were the trees which we met with on the rifing fliores of

the river, where fome afparagus (afparagus officinalis) grew wild.

Wepaifed the night about fix miles from Albany, in a countryman's cottage. On
the weft fide of the river we law feveral houfes, one after another, inhabited by the

defcendants of the firft Dutch fettlers, who lived by cultivating their grounds. About
half an Englifli mile beyond our lodgings, was the place whei'e the tide flops in the

river Hudfon, there being only final! and fhallow flreams above it. At that place they

catch a good many forts of fifh in the river.

The barns \iere generally built in the Dutch way, as I have before defcribed ; for in

the middle was the threfhing-floor, above it a place for the hay and flraw, and on each

fide ftables for horfes, cows, and other animals. The barn itfelf was very large.

Sometimes the buildings in the court-yard confifl only of a room, and a garret above

it, together with a barn upon the above plan.

June 22d. This morning I followed one of our guides to the \yater-fall near Cohoes,

in the river Mohawk, before it falls into the river Hudfon. This fall is about three

Englifh miles from the place where I paffed the night. The country till the tall is a

plain, and only hilly about the fall itfelf. The wood is cleared in moft places, and the

ground cultivated, and interfpcrfed with farm-houfes.

The Cohoes fall is one of the greatell in North America : it is in the river Mohawk,
before it unites with the river Hudfon. Above and below the fall, the fides and the

bottom of the river confifl of hard rock. The river is three hundred yards broad

here. At the fall there is a rock crolfways in the river, running every where equally

high, and croffing in a llrait line with the fide which forms the fall. It reprefents, as

it were, a wall towards the lower fide, which is not quite perpendicular, wanting about

four yards. The height of this wall, over which the water rolls, appeared to nie about

twenty or twenty-four yards. I had marked this height in my pocket-book ; and

afterwards found it agreed pretty well with the account which that ingenious engineer,

Mr. Lewis Evans, communicated to me at Philadelphia. He laid, that he had geome-

trically meafured the breadth and height of the fall, and found it nine hundred Englifli

feet broad, and fevcnty-five feet high. The rcprefentation of this fall, which is here

joined, has been made by Mr. Evans. There was very little water in the river at prc-

fcnt, and it only ran over the fall in a few places. In fuch places where the water had

rolled down before, it had cut deep holes below into the rock, fometimes to the depth

of two or three iaihoms. The bed of the river, below the fall, was of rock, and quite

dry, there being only a channel in the middle fourteen feet broad, and a fathom or

fomcwhat !i'.:i-e; deep, through vvliich the water paffed which came over the fall. We
faw a number of holes in the rock, below the fall, which bore a perfccl refemblance to

thofc in Sweden which we call giants pots, or mountain kettles. They differed in lize;

there being liu-gc deep ones, and fmall Ihallow ones. We had clear uninterrupted

fun-fliine, not a cloud above horizon, and no wind at all. However, cloie to this fall,

where the water was in I'uch a finall quantity, there was a continual drizzling rain,

1
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occafioned by the vapours which rofe from the water during its fall, and were carried

about by the wind. Therefore, in coming within a nuifi-cct-fhot of the fall, againft the

wind, our cloths were wetted at once, as from a rain. The whirl-pools, which were in

the water below the fall, contained feveral kinds of fifli ; and they were caught by

fome people, who amufed themfelves with angling. The rocks hereabouts confifl: of

the fame black ftonc which forms the hills about Albany. When expofcd to the air,

it is apt to fhiver into horizontal flakes, as flate does.

At noon we continued our journey to Canada in the canoe, which was pretty long,

and made out of a white pine. Somewhat beyond the farm where we lay at night, the

river became fo fhallow that the men could reach the ground every where with their

oars ; it being in fome parts not above two feet and fometimcs but one foot deep. The
fiiore and bed of the river confilted of fand and pebbles. The river was very rapid,

and againft us ; fo that our rowers found it very hard work to get forward againft the

ftream. The hills along the fliore confided merely of foil ; and were very high and

fteep in fome parts. The breadth of the river was generally near two mufket-fhot.

Sturgeons abound in the river Hudfon, We faw them for feveral days together

leap high up in the air, efpecially in the evening ; our guides, and the people who lived

hereabouts, aflferted that they never fee any fturgeons in winter time, becaufe thefe fifh go

into the fea late in autumn, but come up again in fpring and ftay in the river all the

fummer. They are faid to prefer the {halloweft places in the river, which agreed pretty

well with our obfervations ; for we never faw them leap out of the water but in

fhallows. Their food is faid to be feveral kinds of conferva;, which grow in plenty in

fome places at the bottom of the river; for thefe weeds are found in their bellies when

they are opened. The Dutch who are fettled here, and the Indians, fifli for fturgeons,

and every night of our voyage upon this river, we obferved feveral boats with people

who ftruck them with harpoons. The torches which they employed were made of that

kind of pine, which they call the black pine here. The nights were exceedingly dark,

though they were now Ihorteft, and though we were in a country fo much to the fouth

of Sweden. The banks of the river lay covered with dead fturgeons, which had been

wounded with the harpoon, but efcaped, and died afterwards ; they occafioned an

infupportable ftench during the exceffive heat of the weather.

As we went further up the river, we faw an Indian woman and her boy fitting in a

boat of bark, and an Indian wading through the river, with a great cap of bark on his

head. Near them was an ifland on which there were a number of Indians at prefent,

on account of the fturgeon fifhery. We went to their huts to try if we cuold get one

of them to accompany us to Fort St. Frederick. On our arrival we found that all the

men were gone into the woods a hunting, and we were forced to engage their boys to

go and look for them. They demanded bread for payment, and we gave them twenty

little round loaves ; for as they found that it was of great importance to us to fpeak.

with the Indians, they raifed difficulties, and would not go till we gave them what they

wanted. The ifland belonged to the Dutch, who had turned it into corn-fields. But

at prefent they had leafed it to the Indians, who planted their maize and feveral kinds

of mellons on it. They built their huts or wigwams on this ifland, on a very fimple

plan. Four pofts were put into the ground perpendicularly, over which they had

placed poles, and made a roof of bark upon them. I'hey had cither no walls at all, or

they confifted of branches with leaves, which were fixed to the poles. Their beds con-

fifted of deer-fls.ins which were fpread on the ground. Their utenfils were a couple of

fmall kettles, and two ladles, and a bucket or two of bark, made fo clofe as to keep

water. The fturgeons were cut into long flicesj and hung up in the fun-fliine to dry,

and
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and to be ready againft winter. The Indian women were fitting at their work on the

hill, upon deer-flcins. They never make ufe of chairs, but fit on the ground : however
they do not fit crofs-legged, as the Turks do, but between their feet, which, though
they be turned backwards, are not crofTed, but bent outwards. The women wear no
head-drefs, and have black hair. They have a fhort blue petticoat, v>'hich reaches to

their knees, and the brim of which is bordered with red or other ribbands. They
wear their fliifts over their petticoats. They have large ear-rings; and their hair is

tied behind, and wrapped in ribbands. Their wampum, or pearls, and their money,
which is made of fliells, are tied round the neck, and hang down on the breafl. This

is their whole drefs. They were now making feveral kinds of work of fkins, to which
they fowed the quills of the American porcupines, having dyed them black or red, or

left them in their original colour.

Towards evening, we went from hence to a farm clofe to the river, where we found

only one man, looking after the maize and the fields ; the chief of the men not being

then returned from the war.

The little brooks here contain crawfifli, which are exadly the fiime with ours *, with

this diffei-ence only, that they are fomewhat lefs j however, the Dutch inhabitants will

not eat them.

June 23d. We waited a good while for the Indians, who had promifed to come
home, in order to fhew us the way to Fort St, Ann, and to aflifl; us in making a boat

of bark, to continue our voyage. About eight o'clock three of the men arrived.

Their hair was black, and cut fhort ; they wore rough pieces of woollen cloth, of a

bright green colour, on their fiioulders, a fhirt which covers their thighs, and pieces of

cloth, or ikins, which they wrap round the legs and part of the thighs. They had
neither hats, caps, nor breeches. Two of them had painted the upper part of their

foreheads, and their cheeks, with vermilion. Round their neck was a ribband, from
which hung a bag down to the breaft, containing their knives. They promifed to

accompany us for thirty {hillings ; but foon after changed their minds, and went with

an Englifhman, who gave them more. Thus we were obliged to make this journey

without thefe guides, who were, however, honefl enough to return us fifteen fhillings,

which we had paid them before-hand.

Our laft night's lodging was about ten Englifh miles from Albany. During the lafl

war, which was juft ended, the inhabitants had retreated from thence to Albany,

becaufe the French Indians had taken or killed all the people they met with, fet the

houfes on fire, and cut down the trees. Therefore, when the inhabitants returned,

they found no houfes, and were forced to lie under a few boards which were huddled

together.

The river was almoft a mufket-fhot broad, and the ground on both fides cultivated.

The hills near the river were fteep, and the earth of a pale colour.

The American elder (Sambucus occidentalis f) grows in incredible quantities along

thofe hills, which appear quite white, from the abundance of flowers on the

elder.

All this day along, we had one current after another, full of flones, which were

great obflaclcs to our getting forward. The water in the river was very clear, and
generally fhallow, being only from two to four feet deep, running very violently againft

us in mofl places. The fliorc was covered with pebbles, and a grey fand. The hills

confifted of earth, were high, and flood perpendicular towards the river, which was

• Cancer Allacue Linn.
i'

Sambucus Canadenfis Linn.

near
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near two mufket-fhot broad. Sometimes tlic land was cultivated, and fometimes it was

covered with woods.

The hills near the river abound with red and white clover. We found both thefe

kinds plentiful in the woods. It is therefore difficult to determine whether they were

brought over by the Europeans, as fome people think, or whether they were originally

in America, which the Indians deny.

We found purflanc (portulaca oleracea) growing plentifully in a fandy foil. In

gardens it was one of the worft weeds.

We found people returning every where to their habitations, which they had been

forced to leave during the war.

The farms were commonly built clofe to the river, on the hills. Each houfe has a

little kitchen-garden, and a ftill lefler orchard. Some farms, however, had large

gardens. The kitchen-gardens afford feveral kinds of gourds, water-melons, and

kidney-beans. The orchards are full of apple-trees. This year the trees had few or

no apples, on account of the frofty nights which had happened in May, and the drought

which had continued throughout this fummer.

The houfes hereabouts are generally built of beams of wood, and of unburnt bricks

dried by the fun and the air. The beams are firfl: ereftcd, and upon them a gable with

two walls, and the fpars. The wall on the gable is made of boards. The roof is

covered with fhingles of fir. They make the walls of unburnt bricks, between the

beams, to keep the rooms warmer ; and that they might not eafily be deflroyed by

rain and air, they are covered with boards on the outfide. The cellar is below the

houfe.

The farms are either built clofe to the river-fide, or on the high grounds ; and

around them are large fields with maize.

We faw great numbers of mufk-rats (caftor zibethicus Linn.) on the fhores of the

river, where they had many holes, fome on a level with the furface of the water.

Thefe holes were large enough to admit a kitten. Before and in the entrance to the

holes lay a quantity of empty fhells, the animals of which had been eaten by the mufk-

rats*. They are caught in traps placed along the water-fide, and baited with fome
maize or apples.

~

The faffafras-trees abound here, but never grow to any confiderable height.

Chefnut-trees appear now and then.

The cockfpur hawthorn (Crataegus crus galli Linn.) grows in the pooreft foil, and

has very long fpines ; which (hews, that it may be very advantagcoully planted in

hedges, efpecially in a poor foil.

This night we lodged with a farmer, who had returned to his farm after the war

was over. All his buildings, except the great bam, were burnt.

June 24th. The farm where we paffed the night was the lafl in the province of New
York, towards Canada, which had been left {landing, and which was now inhabited.

Further on, we met ftill with inhabitants ; but they had no houfes, and lived in huts

of boards ; the houfes being burnt during the war.

As we continued our journey, we obferved the country on both fides of the river to

be generally flat, but fometimes hilly ; and large trafts of it are covered with woods of

fir-trees. Now and then we found fome parts turned into corn-fields and meadows ;

however, the greater part was covered with woods. Ever fince we left Albany, almoft

* This appears to be a new obfervation, as Linnseus, De Buffon, and Sarrafin, pretend tliey only feed

On the acorns, or reeds, and other roots.
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half-way to Saratoga, the river runs very rapid ; and it coft us a deal of pains to get

upwards. But afterwards it becomes very deep, for the fpace of feveral miles ; and

the water moves very flowly. The fliores are very fteep, though they are not very

high. The river is two mufket-fhot broad. In the afternoon it changed its direftion ;

for hitherto its direction \Vas from north to fouth, but now it came from N. N. E. to

S.S.W. and fometimes from N.E. to S.W.
Ant-hills are very fcarce in America ; and I do not remember feeing a fingle one

before I came to the Cohoes Fall. We obfervcd a few in the woods to-day. The ants

wore the fame with our common red ones (formica ruFa Linn.) The ant-hills confift

chiefly of the flate-like mouldered Hone which abounds here, there being nothing elfe

for them.'

Chefnut-trees grew fcattered in the woods. We are told, that mulberry-trees

(morus rubra Linn. } likewife grow wild here, but rather fcarce ; and this is the molt

northerly place where they grow in America ; at leaft, they have not been obferved

further to the north. We met with wild parfnips every day ; but commonly in fuch

places where the kind was, or had been, cultivated. Hemp grows fpontaneoufly, and

in great abundance, near old plantations.

'Ihe woods abound with wood-lice, which were extremely troublefome to us.

The thuya occidentalis Linn, appeared along the ftiores of the river. I had notfeen

it there before.

The trees which grow along the fhores, and on the adjacent hills, within our fight

to-day, are elms, birches, white firs, aiders, dog-trees, lime-trees, red willows, and

chefnut trees. The American elder, (fambucus Canadenfis Linn.) and the wild vines,

only appear in places where the ground has been fomewhat cultivated, as if they were

defirous of being the companions of men. The lime-trees and white walnut-trees are

the moft numerous. The horn-beams, with inflated cones, (carpinus oftrya Linn.)

appeared now and then ; but the water-beech and water-poplar never came within fight

any more.

We frequently faw ground-fquirrels and black fquirrels in the woods.

At a little diftance from Saratoga, we met two Indians in their boats of bark, which

could fcarce contain more than one perfon.

Near Saratoga the river becomes Ihallov/ and rapid again. The ground is here

turned into corn-fields and meadows, but on account ot the war it was not made
uie of.

Saratoga has been a fort built of wood by the Englifli, to flop the attacks of the

French Indians upon the Englifli inhabitants in thefe parts, and to ferve as a rampart to-

Albany. It is fituated on a hill, on the call fide of the river Hudlbn, and is built of

thick pofts driven into the ground, clofe to each other, in the manner of palifades,

forming a fquare, the length of whofe fides was within the reach of a muflcet-fhot.

At each corner are the houfes of the oflicers, and within the palifades are the barracks,

all of timber. This fort has been kept in order and was garrifoned till the laft war,

when the Englifli thenifelvcs in 1747 fet fire to it, not being able to defend them-

felves in it againfl; the attacks of the French and their Indians ; for as foon as a party of

them went out of the fort, fome of thefe enemies lay concealed, and either took them

all prifoners, or (hot them.

1 fliall only mention one out of many artful tricks which were played here, and

which both the Englifli and French who were prefent here at that time told me repeat-

edly. A party of French, with their Indians, concealed thcmfclvcs one night in a

thicket near the fort. In the morning fome of their Indians, as they had previoufly

refolved,
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refolvetl, went to have a nearer view of the fort. The Englifli fired upon them, as

foon as they faw them at a dilbnce ; the hidians pretended to be wounded, fell down,
got up again, ran a little way, and dropped again. Above half the garrifon rufhed

out to take them pri Toners ; but as foon as they were come up with them, the French
and the remaining Indians came out of the bufhes, betwixt the fortrefs and the Englifh,

furroundcd them, and took them jirifoners. Thofe who remained in the fort had

hardly time to fliut the gates, nor could they fire upon the enemy, becaufe they equally

expofed their countrymen to danger, and they were vexed to fee their enemies take

and carry them off in their fight, and under their cannon. Such French artifices as

ihefe made the Englilh weary of their ill-planned fort. We faw fome of the palifades

ftill in the ground. There was an ifland in the river, near Saratoga, much better

fituated for a fortification. The country is flat on both fides of the river near

Saratoga, and its foil good. The wood round about was generally cut down. The
fliores of the river are high, fl:eep, and confifl of earth. We Hiw fome hills in the

north, beyond the difl;ant forefl:. The inhabitants are Dutch, and bear an inveterate

hatred to all Engliflimen.

We lay over night in a little hut of boards, ere£ted by the people who were come to

live here.

June 25th. Several faw-mills were built here before the war, which were very

profitable to the inhabitants, on account of the abundance of wood which grows
here.

The boards were eafily brought to Albany, and from thence to New York, in rafts

every fpring with the high water ; but all the mills were burnt at prefent.

This morning we proceeded up the river, but after we had advanced about an
Englifli mile, we fell in with a water-fall, which cofl: us a deal of pains before we could

get our canoe over it. The water was very deep juft below the fall, owing to its hollow-

ing the rock out by the fall. In every place where we met with rocks in the river,

we found the water very deep, from two to four fathoms and upwards ; becaufe by
finding a refifl:ance it had worked a deeper channel into the ground. Above the fall,

the river is very deep again, the water Hides along filently, and increafes fuddenly near

the fliores. On both fides, till you come to Fort Nicholfon, the fliore is covered with

tall trees. After rowing feveral miles we palled another water-fall which was longer

and more dangerous than the preceding one.

Giants-pots*, which I have defcribed in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifli Academy
of Sciences, are abundant near the fall of the rock which extends acrofs the river.

The rock was almoft dry at prefent, the river containing very little water at this feafon

of the year. Some of the giants-pots were round, but in general they were oblcng.

At the bottom of mofl of them lay either Hones or grit, in abundance. Some were
fifteen inches in diameter, but fome were lefs. Their depth was likewife different, and
fome that I obferved were above two feet deep. It is plain that they owed their origin

to the whirling of the water round a pebble, which by that means was put in motion,

together with the fand.

We intended to have gone quite up to Fort Nicholfon in the canoe, which would
have been a great convenience to us ; but we found it impoflible to get over the

upper fall, the canoe being heavy, and fcarce any water in the river, except in one
place where it flowed over the rock, and where it was impoflible to get up, on account

of the fteepnefs and the violence of the fall. We were accordingly obliged to leave

* This is the literal meaning of the Swedifli word jxtte grytor.

402 our
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our canoe here, and to carry our baggage through unfrequented woods to Fort Anne,
on the river Woodcreek, which is a fpace from forty-three to fifty Englifli miles,

during which we were quite fpent through the excefs of heat. Sometimes we had no

other way of crofTmg deep rivers, than by cutting down tall trees, which flood on their

banks, and throwing them acrofs the water. All the land we pafled over this after-

noon was almoll level, without hills and (tones, and entirely covered with a tall and

thick foreft, in which we continually met with trees which were fallen down,

becaufe no one made the lead ufe of the woods. We paffed the next night in the

midit of the foreft, plagued with mu(kitoes, gnats, and wood-lice, and in fear of all

kinds of liiakes.

June 26th. Early this morning we continued our journey through the wood, along

the river Hudfon. There was an old path leading to Fort Nicholfon, but it was fo over-

grown with grafs that we difcovered it with great difficulty. In fome places we found

plenty of rafpberries.

Fort Nicholfon is the place on the eaflern fhore of the river Hudfon, where a wooden

fortificaiion formerly ftood. We arrived here fome time before noon, and refted a

while. Colonel Lydius refided here till the beginning of the laft war, chiefly with a

view of carrying on a greater trade with the French Indians ; but during the war,

they burnt his houfe, and took his fon prifoner. The fort was fituated on a plain, but

at prefent the place is all overgrown with a thicket. It was built in the year 1709,

during the war with Queen Anne carried on againfi: the French, and it was named after

the brave Englifh General Nicholfon. It was not fo much a fort, as a magazine to

Fort Anne. In the year 171 1, when the Englifh naval attempt upon Canada mif-

carried, the Englifh themfelves fet fire to this place. The foil hereabouts feems to be

pretty fertile. The river Hudfon paffed clofe by here.

In the afternoon we continued our journey. We had hitherto followed the eaftern

fhore of the river Hudfon, and gone almoft due north ; but now we left it and went

N. N. E. or N. E. acrofs the woods, in order to come to the upper end of

the river Woodcreak, which flows to Fort St. Frederick, where we might go in a boat

from the former place. The ground we pafled over this afternoon was generally flat,

and fomewhat low. Sometimes we faw a little hill, but neither mountains nor ftones„

and the country was every where covered with tall and thick forefts. The trees ftood

clofe, and afforded a fine fliade ; but the pleafure which we enjoyed from it was

lefl'encd by the incredible quantity of gnats which filled the woods. We found feveral

plants here, but they were far from each other, (as in our woods vi^here the cattle have

deftroyed them) though no cattle ever came here. The ground was every where thick

covered with leaves of the laft autumn. In fome places we found the ground over-

grown with great quantities of mofs. The foil was generally very good, confifting of

a deep mould, in which the plants thri\'o very well. Therefore it feems that it would

anfwer very well if it were cultivated : however, flowing waters were very fcarce here-

abouts ; and if the woods were cleared, how great would be the efi"e6ls of the parching

heat of the fun, which might then aft with its full force

!

We lodged this night near a brook, in order to be fufficiently fupplied with water,

which was' not every where at hand during this feafon. The muikitoes, punchins, or

gnats, and the wood-lice, were very troublcfomc. Our fear of fnakcs, and of the

Indians, rendered this night's reft very precarious and infecurc.

Punchins, as the Dutch call them, are the little gnats (culcx pulicaris Linn.) which

abound here. They are very minute, and their wings grey, wiih black fpots. They

are ten times worfe than the larger ones, (culex pipiens Linn.) or muikitoes ; for their

2 fize
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fize renders them next to imperceptible ; they are every where carelefs of their lives,

fuck their fill of blood, and caufe a burning pain.

We heard feveral great trees fall of themfelves in the night, though it was fo calna

that not a leaf ftirrcd. They made a dreadful cracking.

June 27th. We continued our journey in the morning. We found the country like

that which we paffed over yeftcrday, except meeting with a few hills. Early this morn-
ing we plainly heard a fall in the river Hudfon.

In every part of the forefl: we found trees thrown down either by florms or age
j

but none were cut down, there being no inhabitants j and though the wood is very

fine, yet nobody makes ufe of it. We found it very difficult to get over fuch trees,

becauie they had flopped up almoft all the paffages, and clofe to them was the chief

refidence of rattle-fnakes, during the intenfenefs of the heat.

About two o'clock this afternoon we arrived at Fort Anne. It lies upon the river

Woodcreek, which is here at its origin no bigger than a little brook. We flayed here
all this day, and next, in order to make a new boat of bark, becaufe there was no
pofiibility to go down the river to Fort St. Frederick without it. We arrived in time,

for one of our guides fell ill this morning, and could not have gone any further with

his burthen. If he had been worfe, we fliould have been obliged to flop on his

account, which would have put us under great difficulties, as our provifions would
foon have been exhaufted, and from the defart place where we were, we could not

have arrived at any inhabited place in lefs than three or four days. Happily we reached
the wiflied for place, and the fick man had time to refl and recover.

About Fort Anne were found a number of mice of the common kind. They were
probably the offspring of thofe which were brought to the fort in the foldier's provifions,

at the time when it was kept in a ftate of defence.

We met with fome apple and plumb-trees, which were certainly planted when the

fort was in a good condition.

June 28th. The American elm, (ulmus Americana Linn.) grows in abundance
in the forefts hereabouts. There are two kinds of it. One was called the white
elm, on account of the infide of the tree being white. It was more plentiful than the

other fpecies, which was called the red elm, becaufe the colour of the wood was
reddifh. Of the bark of the former the boats made ufe of here are commonly made,
it being tougher than the bark of any other tree. With the bark of hiccory, which is

employed as baft, they fow the elm-bark together, and with the bark of the red elm
they join the ends of the boat fo clofe as to keep the water out. They beat the bark
between two ftones ; or for want of them, between two pieces of wood,
The making of the boat took up half yefterday and all this day. To make fuch a

boat they pick out a thick tall elm with a fmooth bark, and with as few branches as

poffible. This tree is cut down, and great care is taken to prevent the bark from being

hurt by falling againft other trees, or againft the ground. With this view fome people

do not fell the treds, but climb to the top of them, fplit the bark, and ftrip it off,

which was the method our carpenter took. The bark is fplit on one fide in a ftraic

line along the tree, as long as the boat is intended to be ; at the fame time, the bark
is carefully cut from the ftem a little way on both fides of the flit, that it may more
eafily feparate ; the bark is then pealed off very carefully, and particular care is taken

not to make any holes into it ; this is eafy when the fap is in the trees, and at other

fcafons the tree is heated by the fire for that purpofe. The bark thus ftript off isfpread

on the ground in a fmooth place, turning the infide downwards, and th^ rough out-

fide
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fide upwards, and to ftretch it better, fome lop^s of wood or ftones are carefully put

on it, which prefs it down. Then the fides of the bark are gently bent upwards, in

order to form the fides of the boat ; fome fticks are then fixed into the ground, at the

diflance of three or four feet from each other, in the curve line, in which the fides of

the boat are intended to be, fupporting the bark intended for the fides ; the fides of

the bark are then bent in the form which the boat is to have, and according to that the

fticks are either put nearer or further off. The ribs of the boat are made of thick

branches of hiccory, they being tough and pliable. They are cut into feveral flat

pieces, about an inch thick, and bent into the form which the ribs require, according

to their places in the broader or narrower part of the boat. Being thus bent, they are

put acrofs the boat, upon the back, or its bottom, pretty clofe, about a fpan or ten

inches from each other. The upper edge on each fide of the boat is made of two thin

poles, of the length of the boat, which are put clofe together, on the fide of the boat,

being flat, where they are to be joined. The edge of the bark is put between thefe

two poles, and fewed up with threads of bafl:, of the moufe-wood, or other tough bark,

or with roots. But before it is thus fewed up the ends of the ribs are likewife put

between the two poles on each fide, taking care to keep them at fome difl:ance from

each other ; after -that is done, the poles are fewed together, and being bent properly,

both their ends join at eadh end of the boat, where they are tied together with ropes.

To prevent the widening of the boat at the top, three or four tranfverfe bands are put

acrofs it, from one edge to the other, at the diitance of thirty or forty inches from each

other. Thefe bands are commonly made of hiccory, on account of its toughnefs and

flexibility, and have a good length. Their extremities are put through the bark on both

fides, jufl; below the poles, which make the edges ; they are bent up above thofe poles,

and twilled round the middle part of the bands, where they are carefully tied by ropes.

As the bark at the two ends of the boat cannot be put fo clofe together as to keep the

water out, the crevices are ftopped up with the cruflied or pounded bark of the red

elm, which in that ftate looks like oakum. Some pieces of bark are put upon the ribs

in the boat, without which the foot would eafily pierce the thin and weak bark below,

which forms the bottom of the boat, for the better fecurity of which, fome thin boards

are commonly laid at the bottom, which may be trod upon with more fafety. The
fide of the bark which has been upon the wood, thus becomes the outfide of the boat,

becaufe it is fmooth and flippy, and cuts the water with Icfs difficulty than the other.

The building of thefe boats is not always quick, for fometimes it happens that after

peeling the bark off an elm, and carefully examining it, it is found pierced with holes

and fplits, or it is too thin to venture one's life in ; in fuch a cale another elm mufl:

be looked out ; and it fometimes happens that feveral elms muil be ftripped of their

bark, before one is found fit for a boat. That which we made was big enough to

bear four perfons, with our baggage, which weighed fomewhat more than a man.

All podible precautions mutt be taken in rowing on the rivers and lakes of thefe

parts with a boat of bark. I'or as the rivers, and even the lakes, contain numbers of

broken trees, which are commonly hidden under the water, the boat may eafily run

againft a fliarp branch, w hich would tear half the boat away, if one rowed on very fafl:,

expofing the people in it to great danger, where the water is very deep, efpecially if fuch

a branch held the boat.

To get into fuch a dangerous veflel mufl: be done with great care, and for the

greater fafety, without fiioes. For with the flioes on, and ftill more with a fudden leap

into the boat, the heels may eafily pierce through the bottom of the boat, which might

5 fometimes
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fomctlmes be attended with very difagreeable circumftances, efpecially when the boat is

fo near a rock, and clofe to that a fudden depth of water; and fuch places are common
in the lakes and rivers here.

I never favv the mufkitoes (culex pipiens) more plentiful in any part ot America

than they are hero. They were fo eager for our blood that we could not reft all the

night, though we had furrouiided ourlVlves with fire.

Wood-lice Cacarus Americanus Linn.) abound here, and are more plentiful than

on any part of the journey. Scarcely any one of us Hit down but a whole army of

them crept upon his clothes. They caufed us as much inconvenience as the gnats,

during ihe lalt night, and the fliort time we ftayed here. Their bite is very difagree-

able, and tiiey would prove very dangerous, if any one of them fhould creep into a

man's ear, from whence it is difficult to extrad them. There are examples of people

whofe ears were fwelled to the fize of the fid, on account of one of thefe infefts creep-

ing into them, and biting them.

The whipperiwill, or whip-poor-will, cried all night on every fide. The fire-flies

flew in numbers through the woods at night.

Fort Anne derives its name from Queen Anne ; for in her time it ferved as a fortifi-

cation agaiaft the French. It lies on the weftern fide of the river Woodcreek, which

is here as inconfiderable as a brook, of a fathom's breadth, and may be waded through

in any part, during this feafon. The fort is built in the fame manner as the forts

Saratoga and Nicholfun, that is to fay, of palifad^s, within which the foldiers were

quartered, and at the corners of which were the lodgings of the officers. The whole

confifted of wood, becaufe it was erefted only with a view to refift irregular troops.

It is built on a little rifing ground which runs obliquely to the river Woodcreek. The
country round about it is partly fiat, partly hilly, and partly marfhy, but it confifts

merely of earth, and no ftones are to be met with, though ever fo carefully fought for.

General NichoUbn built this fort in the year 1709 ; but at the conclufion of the war

then carrying on againft the French, it fhared the fame fate with Saratoga and Fort

Nicholfon, being burnt by the Englifh in 1711. This happened with the following

circumllauce : In 17 11 the Engldh refolved to attack Canada by land and by fca at

the fame time. A powerful fleet failed up the river St. Lawrence to befiege Quebec,

and General Nicholfon, who was the greateft promoter of this expedition, headed a

numerous army to this place by land, to attack Montreal at the fame time from hence j

but a great part of the Englifh fleet was fliipwrecked in the river St. Lawrence, and

obliged to return to New England. The news of this misfortune was immediately

communicated to General Nicholfon, who was advifed to retreat. Captain Butler who
commanded Fort Mohawk, during my flay in i.\merica, told me, that he had been at

Fort Anne in 1711, and that General Nicholfon was about to leave it, and to go down
the river Woodcreek, in boats ready for that purpofe, when he received the accounts

of the difafter which befell the fleet. He was fo enraged, that he endcavou ed to tear

his wig, but it being too ftrong for him, he flung it to the ground, and trampled on it,

crying out. Roguery, treachery ! He then fet fire to the fort, and returned. We faw

the remains of the burnt palifades in the ground. And I afked my guides, Why the

Englifli had been at fo great an cxpence in erecting the fort, and why they afterwards

burnt it without any previous confideration ? They replied, that it was done to get

money from the government once more, for the rebuilding of the fort, which money
coming into fome people's hands, they would appropriate a great part of it to them-

felves, and ercd again a wretched, inconfiderable fort. They further told me, that

fomc
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fome of the richeft people in Albany had promoted their poor relations to the places

for fupplying the army with bread, &c. with a view to patch up their broken fortunes;

and that they had acquired fuch fortunes as rendered them equal to the richeft inha-

bitants of Albany.

The heat was exceflive to-day, efpecially in the afternoon, when it was quite calm.

We were on the very fpot where Fort Anne formerly ftood ; it was a little place free

from trees, but furrounded with them on every fide, where the fun had full liberty to

heat the air. Afternoon it grew as warm ay in a hot-bath *, and I never felt a greater

heat. I found a difficulty of breathing, and it feemed to me as if my lungs could not

draw in a fufficient quantity of air. I was more eafed when I went down into the vallies,

and efpecially along the Woodcreek. I tried to fan the air to me with my hat, but it only

encreafed the difficulty of breathing, and I received the greateft relief when I went to the

water, and in a fhady place frequently fprinkled fome water in the air. My com-
panions were all very much weakened, but they did not find fuch difficulty in breathing

as I had done ; however towards evening the air became fomewhat cooler.

June 29th. Having completed our boat, after a great deal of trouble, we continued

our journey this morning. Our provifions, which were much diminiffied, obliged us to

make great hafte; for by being obliged to carry every thing on our backs, through the

woods to Fort Anne, we could not take a great quantity of provifions with us, having

feveral other very necelfary things with us ; and we did always eat very heartily. As
there was very little water in the river, and feveral trees were fallen acrofs it, which
frequently (topped the boat, I left the men in the boat, and went along the fliore with

Yungftroem. The ground on both fides of the river was fo low, that it muit be under
water in fpring and autumn. The Ihores were covered with feveral forts of trees, which
ftood at moderate diftances from each other, and a great deal of grafs grew between
them. The trees afforded a fine (haeje, very neccflary and agreeable in this hot feafon;

but the pleafure it gave was confiderably lefTened by the numbers of gnats which we
met with. The foil was extremely rich.

As we came lower down the river, the dykes, which the beavers had made in it,

produced new difficulties. Thefe laborious animals had carried together all forts of
boughs and branches, and placed acrofs the river, putting mud and clay in betwixt

them, to flop the water. They had bit off the ends of the branches as neatly as if they
had been chopped off with a hatchet. The grafs about thefe places was trod down by
.them, and in the neighbourhood of the dykes we fometimes met with paths in the grafs,-

where the beavers probably carried trees along. We found a row of dykes before us,

which flopped us a confiderable while, as we could not get forwards with the boat, till

we had cut through them.

• In Sweden ami in RufTia it is ufual for people of all ranks to bathe every week at Isaft one time ; this

is done in a ftove heated by an oven, to a furprifing degree, and which is enough 10 (lifle people who are

not iifed to it: for commonly the heat is increafed by the hot fleam, caufed by throwing red hot Hones
into water. In tlicfe baths, in RulTia, the lower forts of people, men and women, bathe promifcuoiidy,
as the Roman'! did, and from whom, as Plutarch oliferves, in his Life of Cato, the Greeks adopted this

indelicate and indecent cullom. and which fpread fo much, that the Emperor Adrian, and MarciH Anto-
ninus were obliged to make laws againll it, but neither were they long obfervcd, for we tind foon the
Council of Landicca obliged to prefcribe a canon againll this brutal cuftom, ami notwithftanJiiig this, we
find foon after llint not only perfons of all ranks, but even clergymen and monks bathed promifciionfly
with women, in the fame baths ; and from thence, it is probable, this cullom paffed among the RufFians,
when Chriftiaiiity took place among them. Near the hath, in Ruflia, is commonly a pond, where the
people plunge ill, when quite hot, and in winter they welter in the fnow ; and Satuidays it is common to fee
before the bath naked men and women, each having a bundle of rods in their handsj with which they gcutly
-beat one another, when in the bath. F.

As
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As foon as the river was more open, we got into the boat again, and continued our
journey in it. The breadth of the river, however, did not exceed eight or nine yards,

and frequently it was not above three or lour yards broad, and generally i'o Ihallow,

that our boat got on with difficulty. Sometimes it acquired fucli a fudden depth, that

we could not reach the ground with flicks of feven feet long. The Itrcam was very

rapid in foine places, and very flow in others. The banks were low at firft, but after-

wards remarkably high and fteep, and now and then a rock projected into the water,

which always caufed a great depth in fuch places. The rocks confided here of a grey
qMartz, mixed with grey lime-ftone, lying in ilrata. The water in the river was very

clear and tranfparent, and we faw feveral little paths leading to it from the woods, faid

to be made by beavers, and other animals, which reforted here to drink. After going

a little more than three Englifh miles, we came to a place, where a fire was yet burning,

and then we little thought that we had narrowly efcaped death laft night, as we heard
this evening. Now and then wc met with feveral trees lying acrofs the river, and fome
dykes of beavers, which were troublefome to us.

Towards night we met with a French ferjeant and fix French foldiers, who were
fent by the commander of Fort St. Frederick to accompany three Englifhmen to

Saratoga, and to defend them in cafe of neceflity, againft lix French Indians, who
were gone to be revenged on the Englifn, for killing the brother of one of them in the

lafl: war. The peace was already concluded at that time, but as it had not yet been
proclaimed in Canada, the Indians thought they could take this flep ; therefore they

filently got away, contrary to the order of the governor of Montreal, and went towards

the Englifh plantations. We here had occafion to admire the care of Providence for

us, in efcaping thefe barbarians. We found the grafs trod down all the day long, but

had no thoughts of danger, as we believed every thing was quiet and peaceable. We
were afterwards informed, that thefe Indians had trod the grafs down, and pafTed the

laft night in the place where we found the burning brands in the morning. The ufual

road which they were to take, was by Fort Anne, but to fhorten their journey they had
gone an unfrequented road. If they had gone on towards Fort Anne, they would have
met us without doubt, and looking upon us all as Engliflimen, for whole blood they

were gone out, they could cafily have furprifed and fhot us all, and by that means have

been rid of the trouble of going any further to fatisfy their cruelty. We were greatly

ftruck when the Frenchmen told us how near death we had been to-day. We pafTed

the night here, and though the French repeatedly advifed and defired me not to ven-

ture any further with my company, but to follow them to the firfl Englifh fettlement,

and then back to Fort St. Frederick, yet I refolved, with the protection of the Almighty,
to continue my journey the next day.

We faw immenfe numbers of thofe wild pigeons flying in the woods, which fomc-

times come in incredible flocks to the fouthern Englifh colonies, mofl of the inhabitants

not knowing where they come from. They have their nefts in the trees here j and
almoft all the night make a great noife and cooing in the trees, where they roofl. Ihe
Frenchmen fliot a great number of them, and gave us fome, in which we found great

quantity of the feeds of the elm, which evidently demonftrated the care of Providence

in fupplying them with food j for in May the feeds of the red maple, which abounds

here, are ripe, and drop from the trees, and are eaten by the pigeons during that time:

afterwards, the feeds of the elm ripen, which then become their food, till other feeds

ripen for them. Their flefh is the moft palatable of any bird's flcfh I ever tafted.

Almoil every night, we heard fome trees crack and fall, whilft we lay here in the

woods, though the air was lb calm that not a leaf ftirred. The reafon of this break-

voL. XIII. 4 II ing
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ing I am totally unacquainted with. Perhaps the dew loofens the roots of trees at

night ; or perhaps there are too many branches on one fide of the tree. It may be,

that the above-mentioned wild-pidgeons fettle in fuch quantities on one tree as to weigh,

it down ; or perhaps the tree begins to bend more and more to one fide, from its

centre of gravity, making the weight always greater for the roots to fupport, till it

comes to the point, when it can no longer be kept upright, which may as well happen
in the midft of a calm night as at any other time. When the wind blows hard, it is

reckoned very dangerous to fleep or walk in the woods, on account of the many trees

which fall in them ; and even when it is very calm, there is fome danger in paffing

under very great and old trees. I was told, in feveral parts of America, that the

ftorms or hurricanes fometimes only pafs over a fmall part of the woods, and tear down
the trees in it ; and I have had opportunities of confirming the truth of this obfervation,

by finding places in the forefts, where almoft all the trees were thrown down, and lay all

in one direclion.

Tea is differently efteemed by different people ; and I think we would be as well^

and our purfes much better, if we were both without tea and coffee. However, I mufl

be impartial, and mention in praife of tea, that if it be ufeful, it muft certainly be fo

in fummer, on fuch journies as mine, through a defart country, where one cannot

carry wine or other liquors, and where the water is generally unfit for ufe, as being

full of infeds. In fuch cafes, it is very relifliing when boiled, and tea is drunk with

it ; and I cannot fufficienily defcribe the fine tafte it has in fuch circumftances. It

relieves a weary traveller more than can be imagined, as I have myfelf experienced,

together with a great many others who have travelled through the defart forefts

of America ; on fuch journeys, tea is found to be almoft as neceffary as victuals *.

June 30th. This morning we left our boat to the Frenchmen, who made ufe of it

to carry their provifions ; for we could not make any further ufe of it, on account of

the number of trees which the French had thrown acrofs the river during the laft war,

to prevent the attacks of the Englifh upon Canada. The Frenchmen gave us leave to

make ufe of one of their boats, which they had left behind them, about fix miles from
the place where we paffed the laft night. Thus we continued our journey on foot,

along the river ; and found the country flat, with fome little vales here and there. It

was every where covered with tall trees of the deciduous kind ; among which the

beech, the elm, the American lime-tree, and the fugar-maple, were the moft numerous.

The trees ftand at fome diftance from each other ; and the foil in which they grow is

extremely rich.

After we had walked about a Svvedifli mile, or fix Englifti miles, we came to the

place where the fix Frenchmen had left their bark boats, of which we took one, and
rowed down the river, which was now between nineteen and twenty yards broad.

The ground on both fides was very fmooth, and not very high. Sometimes we found

a hill confifting ot grey quartz, mixed with fmall fine grains of grey fpar. We like-

wife obferved black ftripes in it ; but they were fo fmall, that I could not determine

whether they were of glimmer, or of another kind of ftone. The hills were frequently

divided into ftrata, lying one above another, of the thicknefs of five inches. The
ftrata went from north to louth ; and were not quite horizontal, but dipping to the

north. As we went further on, we faw high and fteep hills on the river-fide, partly

* On my travels through the dcfaii plains, beyond the river Volga, I have had feveral opportunities of
making the fame obfcrvations on tia ; and cveiy traveller in the fame circumilances, will readily allow them
to be VI ryj 11 ft. F,

covered
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covered with trees ; but in other parts, the banks confift of a fwampy turf ground,

which gave way when it was walked upon, and had fome fimilarity to the fides of our

marfhes, which my countrymen are now about to drain. In thofe parts where the

ground was low and flat, we did not fee any (tones either on the ground or on the

fofter fhore ; and both fides of the river, when they were not hilly, were covered with

tali elms, American lime-trees, fugar-maples, beeches, hiccory-trees, fome water-

beeches, and white walnut-trees.-

On our left we faw an old fortification of ftones laid above one another ; but nobody
could tell me whether the Indians or the Europeans had built it.

We had rowed very faft all the afternoon, in order to get forward ; and we thought

that we were upon the true road, but found ourfelves greatly miflaken : for towards

night we obferved, that the reeds in the river bent towards us, which was a mark that

the river likewife flowed towards us ; whereas, if we had been on the true river, it

fhould have gone with us. We likewife obferved, from the trees which lay acrofs

the river, that nobody had lately pafledthat way, though wefliould have feen the fteps

of the Frenchmen in the grafs along the (hore, when they brought their boat over thefe

trees. At laft, we plainly faw that the river flowed againft us, by feveral pieces of

wood which floated flowly towards us ; and we were convinced, that we had gone
twelve Englifli miles and upwards upon a wrong river, which obliged us to return,

and to row till very late at night. We fometimes thought, through fear, that the

Indians, who were gone to murder fome Englifti, would unavoidably meet with us.

Though we rowed very fafl:, yet we were not able to-day to get half-way back to the

place where we firft: left the true river.

The mofl: odoriferous effluvia fometimes came from the banks of the river, towards

night, but we could not determine what flowers diflfufed them. However, we
fuppofed they chiefly ai'ofe from the afclepias fyriaca, and the apocynum andro-

fasmifolium.

The muflc rats could likewife be fmelled at night. They had many holes in the fliores,

even with the furface of the water.

We pafled the night in an ifland, where we could not fleep on account of the gnats.

We did not venture to make a fire for fear the Indians fliould find us out, and kill us.

We heard feveral of their dogs barking in the woods, at a great diftance from us, which
added to our uneafinefs.

July ifl:. 1749. At day break we got up, and rowed a good while before we got

to the place where we left the true road. The country which we paflTed was the

poorefl: and mofl; difagreeable imaginable. We faw nothing but a row of amazing high
mountains covered with woods, flieep and dirty on their fides ; fo that we found it

difficult to get to a dry place, in order to land and boil our dinner. In many places the

ground, which was very fmooth, was under water, and looked like the fides of our
Swedifli morafles which are intended to be drained ; for this reafon the Dutch in

Albany call thefe parts the drowned lands *. Some of the mountains run from S. S.

W. to N. N. E. and when they come to the river, they form perpendicular fiiores, and
are full of ftones of different magnitudes. The river runs for the diftance of fome
miles together from fouth to north.

The wind blew north all day, and made it very hard work for us to get forwards,
though we all rowed as hard as we could, for all our provifions were eaten to-day at

breakfaft. The river was frequentlyan Eiiglilh mile /and more broad, then it became

* De verdronkene landen.

4 H 2 narrow
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narrow again, and fo on alternately -, but upon the whole it kept a good breadth, and was

furrounded on both fides by high mountains.

About fix o'clock in the evening, we arrived at a point of land about twelve Englifli

miles from Fort St. Frederick. Behind this point the river is converted into a fpacious

bay • and as the wind ftill kept blowing pretty ftrong from the north, it was impoflible

for us to get forward, fince we were extremely weak. We were therefore

obliged to pafs the night here, in fpite of the remonltrances of our hungry ftomachs.

It is to be attributed to the peculiar grace of God towards us, that we met the above

mentioned Frenchmen on our journey, and that they gave us leave to take one of

their bark boats. It feldom happens once in three years, that the French go this road

to Albany ; for they commonly pafs over the Lake St, Sacrament, or, as the Englifh

call it Lake George, which is the nearer and better road, and every body wondered

why they took this troublefome one. If we had not got their large ftrong boat, and

been obliged to keep that which we had made, we would in all probability have been

very ill off; for to venture upon the great bay during the leaft wind with fo wretched

a veffel would have been a great piece of temerity, and we fhould have been in danger

of being ftarved if we had waited for a calm. For being withcut fire-arms, and thefe

deferts having but few quadrupeds, we muft have iubfifted upon frogs and fnakes,

which, (efpecially the latter) abound in thefe parts. I can never think of this

iourney, without reverently acknowledging the peculiar care and providence of the

merciful Creator. ...
July 2d. Early this morning we fet out on our journey 9gam, it being moon-fhine

and calm and we feared left the wind fhould change and become unfavourable to us

if we flopped any longer. We all rowed as hard as pofTible, and happily arrived about

eight in the morning at Fort St. Frederick, which the Englifti call Crown Point.

Monfieur Lufignan, the governor, received us very politely. He was about fifty

years old, well acquainted with polite literature, and had made feveral journies into

this country, by which he had acquired an exadt knowledge of feveral things relative to

its ftate. • , 1 L
I was informed that during the whole of this fummer, a continual drought had been

here and that they had not had any rain fince laft fpring. '1 he exceflive heat had

retarded the growth of plants ; and on all dry hills the grafs, and a vaft number of

plants were quite dried up ; the fmall trees which grew near rocks, heated by the

fun had withered leaves, and the corn in the fields bore a very wretched afped. The

wheat had not yet eared, nor were the peafe in bloflbms. The ground was full of wide

and deep cracks, in which the little fnakes retired and hid themfelves when purfued,

as into an impregnable afylum.

The country hereabout, it is faid, contains vaft forefts of firs of the white,

black and red kind, which had been formerly ftill more extenfive. One of the

chief reafons of their decreafe arc, the numerous fires which happen every year

in the woods, through the careleffnefs of the Indians, who frequently make great

fires when they are hunting, which fpread over the fir woods when every thing

Great efi"orts are made here for the advancement of natural hiftory^ and there are

few places in the world where fuch good regulations are made for this ufeful puipofe,

all which is chiefly owing to the care and zeal of ji fingle pcrfon. From hence it

appears, how well a ufcful fcience is received and fet off, when the leading men of a

country are its patrons. The governor of the fort was pleafed to fhcw me a long paper,

8 which
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which the then governor general of Canada, the Marquis la Galilfonnierc, had fent

him. It was tiie fame marquis, who, fome years after, as a French admiral, engaged

the Englifh fleet under Admiral Byng, the confequcncc of which was the conqueli of

Minorca. In this writing, a number of trees and plants are mentioned, which grow
in North America, and deferve to be colleded and cultivated on account of their

ufeful qualities. Some of them are dcfcribed, among which is the polygala fenega, or

rattle-fnake-root ; and with feveral of them the places where they grow are mentioned.

It is further requefled that all kinds of feeds and roots be gathered here ; and, to afTill

fuch an undertaking, a method of preferving the gathered feeds and roots is prefcribed,

fo that they may grow and be fent to Paris. Specimens of all kinds of minerals are

required ; and all the places in the French fettlements are mentioned^ where any ufeful

or remarkable (tone, earth, or ore has been found. There is likewife a manner of

making obfervations and collections of curiofitics in the animal kingdom. To thefe

requelts it is added, to enquire and get information, in every pofTible manner, to what
purpofe, and in what manner the Indians employ certain plants and other produftions

of nature, as medicines, or in any other cafe. This ufeful paper was drawn up by
order of the Marquis la GalifTonniere, by M. Gaultier, the royal phyfician at Quebec,

and afterwards corrected and improved by the Marquis's own hand. He had feveral

copies made of it, which he fent to all the officers in the forts, and likewife to other

learned men who travelled in the country. At the end of the writing is an injundtion

to the officers, to let the governor-general know which of the common foldiers had

ufed the greateft diligence in the difcovery and col!e£tion of plants and other natural

curiofuies, that he might be able to promote them, when an opportunity occurred, to

places adapted to their refpeftive capacities, or to reward them in any other manner.

I found that the people of di(tin£lion, in general here, had a much greater tafle for

natural hiftory and other parts of literature than in the Englifli colonies, where it was
every body's fole care and employment to fcrape a fortune together, and where the

fciences were held in univerfal contempt *. It was ftill complained of here, that thofe

who fludied natural hiftory, did not fufficiently enquire into the medicinal ufe of the

plants of Canada.

The French, who are born in France, are faid to enjoy a better health in Canada than

in their native country, and to attain to a greater age than the French born in Canada.

I was likewife alTured that the European Frenchmen can do more work, and perform

more journies in winter, without prejudice to their health, than thofe born in this country.

• It feema Mr. Kalm has forgotten his own affettions in the forn:ier part of this work. Dr. Colden,

Dr. Franklin, anj fvlr. Bartram, have been the great promuters and invtftigatots of nature in this country ;

and how would the inhabitants of Old England liave gotten the fine collcftions of North American trees,

fhnibs, and planis, which grow at prcfent almoft in eveiy garden, and are as if it were naturalized in

Old England, Imd they not been aflitted by their friends., and by the curious in North .America. One
needs only cad an eye on Dr. Linna;us's new edition of hi.^ Syilcma, and the repeated mention of Dr. Gar-
den, in order to be convinced that the tnglifh in America have contributed a greater fliare towards

promoting natural hillory than any nation under heaven, and certainly moie lliaa the French, though
their learned men are often hanJfomely penfumed by their great monarch : on the other hand t!ie Englifh

ifudy that branch of knowledge, from (he fole motive of its utihty, and the plealute it affords to a think-

ing being, with( ut any of thofe mercenary views held fouh to the learned of other countries. And as to

the other parts of literature, the EngHfli in America are undoubtedly fiiperior to the French in Canada,

witnefs the many ufelul iullitulions, colleges, and fchools founded in the Englifh colonies in North
America, and fo m;iny very confiderablc libraries now ereftfng in this country, which contain fuch a choice

of ufeful and curious books, as were very little known in Canada before it tell into the hands of the Englilh;

not to mention the produdlions of original genius wtilttn by Americans born, F.

The
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The Intermitting fever which attacks the Europeans on their arrival in Penfylvania, and

which, as it were, makes the climate familiar to them, is not known here, and the people

are as well after their arrival as before. The Englilh have frequently obferved, that

thofe who are born in America of European parents, can never bear fea-voyages, and

go to the different parts of South-America, as well as thofe born in Europe. The
French born in Canada have the fame conflitutions ; and when any of them go to the

Weft-India iflands, fuch as Martinique, Domingo, &c., and make fome ftay there, they

commonly fall fick, and die foon after : thofe who fall ill there feldom recover, unlefs

they are brought back to Canada. On the contrary, thofe who go from France to

thofe iflands can more eafily bear the climate, and attain a great age there, which I

heard confirmed in many parts of Canada.

July 5th. Whilft we were at dinner, we feveral times heard a repeated difagreeable

out-cry, at fome diftance from the fort, in the river Woodcreek. Mr. Lufignan, the

governor, told us this cry was no good omen, becaufe he could conclude from it that

the Indians, whom we efcaped near Fort Anne, had compleated their defign of reveng-

ing the death of one of their brethren upon the Englifh, and that their fliouts fliewed

that they had killed an Englilhman. As foon as I came to the window, I faw their boat,

with a long pole at one end, on the extremity of which they had put a bloody IkuU.

As foon as they were landed, we heard that they, being fix in number, had continued

their journey (from the place where we had marks of their pafllng the night), till they

had got within the Englifli boundaries, where they found a man and his fon employed

in mowing the corn. They crept on towards this man, and fliot him dead upon the

fpot. This happened near the very village, where the Englifli, two years before, killed

the brother of one of thefe Indians, who were then gone out to attack them. According

to their cuftom they cut off the flcuU of the dead man, and took it with them, together

with his clothes and his fon, who was about nine years old. As foon as they came

within a mile of Fort St. Frederick, they put the ikuli on a pole, in the fore part of the

boat, and fliouted as a fign of their fuccefs. They were drefled in fliirts, as ufual, but fome

of them had put on the dead man's clothes ; one his coat, the other his breeches, another

his hat, &c. Their faces were painted with vermillion, with which their ftiirts were

marked acrofs the flioulders. Moft of them had great rings in their ears, which feemed

to be a great inconvenience to them, as they were obliged to hold them when they

leaped, or did any thing which required a violent motion. Some of them had girdles

of the fliins of rattle-fnakes, with the rattles on them ; the fon of the murdered man
had nothing but his flilrt, breeches and cap, and the Indians had marked his flioulders

with red. When they got on fliore, they took hold of the pole on whicli the (kuU v»ras

put, and danced and fung at the fame time. Their view in taking the boy, was to carry

him to their habitations, to educate him inftead of their dead brother, and afterwards to

marry him to one of their relations. Notwithftanding they had perpetrated this aft

of violence in time of peace, contrary to the command of the governor In Montreal,

and to the advice of the governor of St. Frederick, yet the latter could not at prefent

deny them provifions, and whatever they wanted for their journey, becaufe he did not

think It advifeable to exafperate them; but when they came to Montreal, the governor

called them to account for this action, and took the boy from them, whom he after-

wards fent to his relations. Mr. Lufignan afl^ed them, what they would have done to

me and my companions, if they had met us in the defcrt ? They replied, that as it

was their chief intention to take their revenge on the Engliflimen in the village where

their brother was killed, they would have let us alone ; but it much depended on the

10 humour
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humour they were in, juft at the time when we firfl came to their fight. However, the

commander, and all the Frenchmen, faid, that what had happened to me was infinitely

fafer and better.

Some years ago a (keleton of an amazing great animal had been found in that part of

Canada where the Illinois live. One of the lieutenants in the fort aflured me, that he
had feen it. The Indians who were there, had found it in a fwamp. They were
furprifed at the fight of it, and when they were alked, what they thought it was ? They
anfwered, that it muft be the (keleton of the chief or father of all the beavers.

It was of a prodigious bulk, and had thick white teeth, about ten inches long. It was
looked upon as the fkeleton of an elephant. The lieutenant aflured me that the figure

of the whole fnout was yet to be feen, though it was half mouldered. He added,

that he had not obferved that any of the bones were taken away, but thought the

(keleton lay quite perfeft there. I have heard people talk of this monfl:rous fkeleton in

feveral other parts of Canada *.

Bears are plentiful hereabouts, and they kept a young one, about three months old,

at the fort. He had perfectly the fame fliape, and qualities, as our common bears in

Europe, except the ears, which feemed to be longer in proportion, and the hairs which
were (lifFer ; his colour was deep brown, almofl: black. He played and wrefliled every

day with one of the dogs. A vaft number of bear-fkins are annually exported to

France from Canada. The Indians prepare an oil from bear's greafe, with which in

fummer they daub their face, hands, and all naked parts of their body, to fecure them
from the bite of the gnats. With this oil they likewife frequently fmear the body,

when they are exceflively cold, tired with labour, hurt, and in other cafes. They
believe it foftens the flcin, and makes the body pliant, and is very ferviceable to old

age.

The common dandelion (Leontodon Taraxacum Linn.) grows in abundance on the

paftures and roads between the fields, and was now in flower. In fpring, when the

young leaves begin to come up, the French dig up the plants, take their roots f, wafli

them, cut them, and prepare them as a common fallad ; but they have a bitter tafte.

It is not ufual here to make ufe of the leaves for eating.

July 6th. The foldiers, which had been paid off after the war, had built houfes

round the fort, on the grounds allotted to them ; but nioft of thefe habitations were no
more than wretched cottages, no better than thofe in the niofl: wretched places of
Sweden ; with that difference, however, that their inhabitants here were rarely

oppreffed by hunger, and could eat good and pure wheat bread. The huts which
they had ereded confifted of boards, (landing perpendicularly clofe to each other.

The roofs were of wood too. The crevices were flopped up with clay, to keep.the

room warm. The floor was commonly clay, or a black lime-ftone, which is common
here. The heanli was built of the hme ftone, except the place where the fire was to-

lie, which was made of grey fand-ftones, which for the greateft part confifl of particles

of quartz. In fome hearths, the flones quite clofe to the fire-place were lime-ftones

;

however, I was affured that there was no danger of fire, efpecially if the (tones,

which were moft expofed to the heat, were of a large fize. They had no glafs in their

windows.

• The country of the lUinois is on the river Ohio, near the place whtre the Engliih have found foqte

bones, fuppofed to belong to elephants.

\ In France the young blanched leaves, which fcarce peep out of molehills, ajid have yet a yellow colour,

are univerfally eaten as a fallad, under the name of Pifenlit. F.

July
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July 8th. The galium tIn(3:orium is called tifavojaune rouge by the French through-

out all Canada, and abounds in the woods round this place, growing in a moift but fine

foil. The roots of this plant are employed by the Indians in dying the quills of the

American porcupines red, which ihey put into feveral pieces of their work ; and air,

fun, or water, feldom change this colour. The French women in Canada fometimes

dye their clothes red with thefe roots, which are but fmall, like thofe of galium uteum,

or yellow bed-flraw.

The horfes are left out of doors during the winter, and find their food in the woods,

living upon nothing but dry plants, which are very abundant ; however they do not fall

off by this food, but look very fine and plump in fpring.

July 9th. The (keleton of a whale was found fome French miles from Quebec, and

one French mile from the river St. Laurence, in a place where no flowing water comes

to at prefent. This (keleton has been of a very confiderable fize, and the governor of

the fort faid, he had fpoke with feveral people who had feen it.

July loth. The boats which are here made ufe of are of three kinds, i. Bark-

boats, made of the bark of trees, and of ribs of wood. 2. Canoes, confifting of a

fmgle piece of wood, hollowed out, which I have already defcribed before. They are

here made of the white fir, and of different fizes. They are not brought forward by

rowing, but by paddling ; by which method not half the flrength can be applied, which

is made ufe of in rowing ; and a fingie man might, I think, row as fafl: as two of them

could paddle. 3. The third kind of boats are bateaux. They are always made very

large here, and employed for large cargoes. They are flat-bottomed, and the bottom

is made of the red, but more commonly of the white oak, which refills better, when it

runs againft a ftone, than other wood. The fides are made of the white fir, becaufe

oak would make the bateau too heavy. They make plenty of tar and pitch here.

The foldiery enjoy fuch advantages here as they are not allowed in every part of

the world. Thofe who formed the garrifon of this place had a very plentiful allowance

from their government. They get every day a pound and a half of wheat bread.

They likewife get peafe, bacon, and fait meat in plenty. Sometimes they kill oxen

and other cattle, the flefh of which is diftributed among the foldiers. All the officers

kept cows, at the expence of the king, and the milk they gave was more than fufficient

to fupply them. The foldiers had each a fmall garden without the fort, which they

were allowed to attend, and plant in it whatever they liked, and fome of them had built

fummer-houfes in them, and planted all kind of pot-herbs. The governor told me,

that it was a general cuftom to allow the foldiei-s a ipot of ground for kitchen-gardens,

at fuch of the French forts hereabouts as were not fituated near great towns, from

whence they could be fupplied with greens. In time of peace the foldiers have very

little trouble with being upon guard at the fort ; and as the lake clofe by is full of filh,

and the woods abound with birds and animals, thofe amonglt them who cboofe to be

diligent may live extremely well, and very grand in regard to food. Each foldier got

a new coat every two years ; but annually, a waiftcoat, cap, hat, breeches, cravat, two

pair of {lockings, two pair of fhoes, and as much wood as he had occafion for in winter.

They likewife got five fols • a piece every day ; which is augmented to thirty fols when

they have any particular labour for the king. When this is confidered, it is not fur-

prifing to find the men are very frelh, well fed, ftrong and lively here. When a

foldier falls fick he is brought to the hofpital, where the king provides him. with a bed,

• A fol in France is about the value of one half-penny fterling.

food.
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jFood, medicines, and people to take care of and forve him. When feme of them afked

lea\'e to be abfent for a day or two, to go abroad, it was generally granted them, if

circuinftances would permit, and they enjoyed as ufual their fhare of provifions and
money, but were obliged to get fome of their comrades to mount the guard for them
as often as it came to their turns, for which they gave them an equivalent. The go-
vernor and officers were duly honoured by the foldiers ; however, the foldiers and
officers often fpoke together as comrades, without any ceremonies, and with a very
becoming freedom. The foldiers who are fent hither from France, commonly ferve

till they are forty or fifty years old, after which they are difmilTed and allowed to fettle

upon, and cultivate a piece of ground : but if they have agreed on their arrival to ferve

no longer than a certain number of years, they are difmiifed at the expiration of their

term. Thofe who are born here commonly agree to ferve the crown during fix, eight,

or ten years ; after which they are difmiffed, and fet up for farmers in the country.
The King prefents each difmifled foldier with a piece of land, being com nionly fortyar-

pents * long, and but three broad, if the foil be of equal goodnefs throughout ; but
they get fomewhat more, if it be a worfe ground f. As foon as a foldier fettles to cul-

tivate fuch a piece of land, he is at firft affifted by the King, who fupplies himfelf, his

wife and children, with provifions, during the three or four firft years. The Kin^ like-

wife gives him a cow, and the nioft neceflary inftruments for agriculture. Some fol-

diers are fent to affift him in building a houfe, for which the King pays them. Thefe
are great helps to a poor man, who begins to keep houfe ; and it feems that iA a coun-
try where the troops are fo highly diftinguiflied by the royal favour, the King cannot
be at a lofs for foldiers. For the better cultivation and populatioa of Canada, a plan
has been propofed fome years ago, for fending three hundred men over from France
every year, by which means the old foldiers may always be difmiffed, marry, and fettle

in the country. The land which was allotted to the foldiers about this place was very
good, confifting throughout of a deep mould, mixed with clay.

July I T th. The harrows which they make ufe of here are made entirely of wood,
and of a triangular form. The ploughs feemed to be lefs convenient. The wheels
upon which the plough-beam is placed are as thick as the wheels of a cart, and all the
wood-work is fo clumfily made that it requires a horfe to draw the plough along a
fmooth field.

Rock-ftones of different forts lay fcattered on the fields. Some were from three to
five feet high, and about three feet broad. They were pretty much alike in regard to

the kind of the ftone ; however, I obferved three different fpecies in them.
Firft, Some confifted of a quartz, whofe colour refembled fugar-candy, and which was

mixed with a black fmall-grained glimmer, a black horn ftone, and a few minute grains
of a brown fpar. The quartz was moft abundant in the mixture ; the glimmer was
likewife in great quantity, but the fpar was inconfiderable. The feveral kinds of ftones

were well mixed, and though the eye could diftinguifli them, yet no inftrument could

* An arpent in France contains loo French perches, and each of thofe 22 French feet ; then the French
foot being to the Englifh as 1440 to 1352 ; an arpent is about 2^4.6 Engh'lh feet, and H inches long.

Sec Ordoiinances de Louis XIV. fur Ic fait dcs Eaux and Forcts. Paris, 1687. p. I 12. F.

f Mr. Kahn fays, in his original, that tlie length of an arpent was fo determined, that they reckoned
S4 of them in a French licue or league; but as this docs by no means agiee with the ftatute arpent of
France, which by order of King Lewis XIV. was fixed at 2200 feet, Paris meafure, (fee the preceding
note) we thought proper to leave it out of the text. F.
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feparate them. The (lone was very hard and compad:, and the grains of quartz

looked very fine.

Second, Some pieces confifted of grey particles of quartz, black glimmer, and horn-

ftone, together with a few particles of fpar, which made a very dole, hard, and com-

pacl mixture, only ditfcring from the former in colour.

Third, A few of the flones confifted of a mixture of white quartz and black glim-

mer, to which fome red grains of quartz were added. The fpar (quartz) was moft

predominant in this mixture, and the glimmer appeared in large flakes. I'his ftone

was not fo well mixed as the former, and was by far not fo hard and fo compad, being

eafily pounded.

The mountains on which Fort St. Frederick is built, as likewife thofe on which the

above kinds of ftone are found, confifted generally of a deep black lime-ftone, lying in

lamella: as flates do, and it might be called a kind of flates, which can be turned into

quick-lime by fire *. This lime-ftone is quite black in the infide, and, when broken,

appears to be of an exceeding fine texture. There are fome grains of a dark fpar

fcattered in it, which, together with fome other inequalities, form veins in it. The
ftrata which lie uppermoft in the mountains confift of a grey lime-ftone, which is feem-

ingly no more than a variety of the preceding. The black lime-ftone is conftantly

found filled with petrifactions of all kinds, and chiefly the following.

Pedinites, or petrified oftreEe peftines. Thefe petrified Ihells were more abundant

than any others that have been found here, and fometimes whole ftrata are met with,

confifting merely of a quantity of ftiells of this fort, grown together ; they are gene-

rally fmall, never exceeding an inch and a half in length. They are found in two dif-

ferent ftates of petrifaftion ; one fhews always the impreflions of the elevated and

hollov/ furfaces of the fliells, without any veftige of the Ihells themfelves. In the other

appears the real fheli fticking in the ftone, and by its light colour is eafily diftinguiftiable

from the ftone. Both thefe kinds are plentiful in the ftone ; however, the impreflions

are more in number than the real fliells. Some of the Ihells are very elevated, efpecially

in the middle, where they form as it were a hump ; others again are deprefled in the

middle ; but in moft of them the outward furface is remarkably elevated. The furrows

always run longitudinally, or from the top, diverging to the margin.

Petrified cornua ammonis. Thefe are likewife frequently found, but not equal to

the former in number : like the peftinitae, they are found really petrified, and in im-

preflions ; amonglt them were fome petrified Inails. Some of thefe cornua ammonis

were remarkably big, and I do not remember feeing their equals, for they meafured

above two feet in diameter.

Different kinds of corals could be plainly fetn in, and feparated from, the ftone in

which they lay. Some were white and raniofe, or lithophytes ; others were ftarry

corals, or madrepores ; the latter were rather fcarce.

I muft give the name of Itone-balls to a kind of ftones foreign to me, which are

found in great plenty in fome of the rock-ftones. They were globular, one half of

them projecting generally above the rock, and the other remaining in it. They confifl

of nearly parallel fibres, which arifc from the bottom as from a center, and fpread over

the furface of the ball, and have a grey colour. The outfide of the balls is fmooth, but

has a number of fmall pores, which externally appear to be covered with a pale grey

cruft. They are from an inch to an inch and a half in diameter.

• Marmor fchidofiitn, Liiin. Syft. Ilf. p. 40. Marmor unieolov nigrum. Wall. Min. pag. 61. n. 2.

Liint-flalcs, fchillus calcareiis. Forlt. Intrgd. to Mill. p.t^. 1''.

Amongft
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Amongft fomc other kinds of fand, which are found on the fliores of lake Champlain,
two were very peculiar, and commonly lay in the fame place ; and one was black, and
the other reddifh brown, or granite coloured.

The black fand always lies uppermoft, confifls of very fine grains, which, when
•examined by a microfcope, appear to have a dark blue colour, like that of a fmooth
iron, not attacked by ruft. Some grains are roundifli, but mofl: of them angular, with

fhining furfaces ; and they fparkle when the fun fhines. All the grains of this fand,

without exception, are attra£ted by the magnet. Amongfl: thcfe black or deep blue

grains, they meet with a few grains of a red or garnct-colcurcd fand, which is the Hime
with the red fand which lies immediately under it, and which I fhall now defcribe.

This red or garnet-coloured fand is very fine, but not fo fine as the black fand. Its

grains not only participate of the colour of garnets, but they are really nothing but
pounded garnets. Some grains are round, others angulated : all fhine and arc femi-

pellucid ; but the magnet has no efFe£t on them, and they do not fparkle (o much in

funfhine. This red fand is feldom found very pure, it being commonly mixed with a
white fand, confiding of particles of quartz. The black and red fand is not found in

every part of the fliore, but only in a few places, in the order before mentioned. The
uppermoft or black fand lay about a quarter of an inch deep ; when it was carefully

taken off, the fand under it became of a deeper red the deeper it lay, and its depth was
commonly greater than that of the former. When this was carefully taken aviray, the

white fand of quartz appeared mixed very much at top with the red fand, but growing
purer the deeper it lay. I'his white fand was above four inches deep, had round
grains, which made it entirely like a pearl fand. Below this was a pale grey angulated

quartz fand. In fome places the garnet-coloured fand lay uppermoft, and this grey
angulated one immediately under it, without a grain of either the black or the white

fand.

I cannot determine the origin of the black or fteel-coloured fand, for it was not
known here whether there were iron mines in the neighbourhood or not. But I am
rather inclined to believe they may be found in thefe parts, as they are common in dif-

ferent parts of Canada, and as this fand is found on the fliores of almoft all the lakes

and rivers in Canada, though not in equal quantities. The red or garnet-coloured fand

has its origin hereabouts ; for though the rocks near Fort St. Frederick contained no
garnets, yet there are ftones of different fizes on the fhores, quite different from the

ftones which form thofe rocks ; thefe ftones are very full of grains of garnets, and
when pounded there is no perceptible difference between them and the red fand. In

the more northerly parts of Canada, or below Quebec, the mountains themfelves con-

tain a great number of garnets. The garnet-coloured fand is very common on the

fhores of the river St. Laurence. I fliall leave out feveral obfervations which I made
upon the minerals hereabouts, as uninterefting to moft of my readers.

The apocynum androfa;inifolium grows in abundance on hills covered with trees,

and is in full flower about this time ; the French call it herbe a le puce. When the

ftalk is cut or tore, a white milky juice comes out. The French attribute the fame
qualities to this plant, which the poifon-tree, or rhus vermix, has in the Englifli colonies ;

that its poifon is noxious to fome perfons, and harmlefs to others. The milky juice

when fpread upon the hands and body, has no bad effed on fome perfons ; whereas
others cannot come near it without being bliftered. I law a foldier whofe hands were
bliftered all over, merely by plucking the plant, in order to fhew it me; and it is faid

its exhalations affeft fome people, when they come within reach of them. It is gene-

rally allowed here, that the lade^ent juice of this plant, when fpread on any part of

4 I 2 the
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the human body not only fwells the part, but frequently corrodes the ikin ; at leaft

there are.few examples of peribns on whom it had no effed. As for my part, it has

never hurt me, though in prcfence of feveral people I touched the plant, and rubbed
my hands with the juice till they were white all over, and I have often rubbed
the plant in my hands till it w as quite cruihed, without feeling the leaft inconvenience,

or change on my hand. The cattle never touch this plant.

July icih. Burdock, or ardiuni lappa, grows in feveral places about the fort ; and
the governor told me, that its tender flioots are eaten in fpring as raddiflies, after the

exterior peel is taken ofl.

The fifon Canadenfe abounds in the woods of all North America. The French call

it ccrfeuil fauvage, and make ufe of it in fpring, in green foups, like chervil. It is uni-

verfally praifed here as a wholefonie antifcorbutic plant, and as one of the beft which
can be had here in fpring.

The alclcpias fyriaca, or, as the I'rench call it, le cotonier, grows abundant in the

country, on the fides of hills which lie near rivers and other fituations, as well in a dry

and open place in the woods, as in a rich loofe foil. When the ftalk is cut or broken
it emits a ladefccnt juice, and for this reafon the plant is reckoned in fome degree
poifonous. The French in Canada neverthelefs ufe its tender flioots in fpring, pre-

paring them like afparagus ; and the ufe of them is not attended with any bad con-

lequences, astheflender flioots have not yet had time to fuck up any thing poifonous.

Its flowers are very odoriferous, and when in feafon, they fill the woods with their

fragrant exhalations, and make it agreeable to travel in them, efpecially in the evening.

The French in Canada make a fugar of the flowers, which for that purpofe are

gathered in the morning, when they are covered all over with dew. This dew is

cxprefled, and by boiling yields a very good brown, palatable fugar. The pods of
this plant, when ripe, contain a kind of wool, which enclofes the feed, and refembles

cotton, Ironi whence the plant has got its French name. The poor colled it, and
fill their beds, efpecially their children's, with it, inft:ead of feathers. This plant

flowers in Canada at the end of June, and beginning of July, and the feeds are ripe in

the middle ot September. The horfes never eat of this plant.

July i6th. This morning I croflTed lake Champlain to the high mountain on its

wcflern fide, in order to examine the plants and other curiofities there. From the lop

ot the recks, at a little dillance from Fort St. Frederick, a row of very high mountains

appear on the weftern fliore of lake Champlain, extending from fouth to north ; and
on the eaftern fide of this lake is another chain of high mountains, running in the fame
diredion. 'ihofe on the eaft:ern fide are not dole to the lake, being about ten or
twelve miles from it; and the counuy between it and them is low and flat, and covered
with woods, which likewife clot lie the mountains, except in fuch places as the

fires, which dcllroy the forcDs litre, have reached them and burnt them down.
Thefe mountains have generally lleep fides, but fometimes they are found gradually

floping. We croflcd the lake in a canoe, which could only contain three perfons,

and as foon as we landed we walked from the fliore to the top of the mountains. Their
fides are very fteep, and covered with a mould, and fome great rock-llones lay on
them. All the mountains are covered with trees ; but in fome places the lorelts have
been dellroyed by fire. After a great deal of trouble, we reached the top of one of the

mountains, which was covered with a dully mould. It was none of the higheft j and
fome of thofe which were at a greater dillance were much higher, but we had no time

to go to them ; lor the wind encreafed, and our boat was but a little one. We found
no curious plants, or any thing remarkable here.

2 When
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When we returned to the fhore wc found the wind rifcn to fuch a height, that we
did not venture to crofs the lake in our boat, and for that reafon I left the fellow to

bring it back, as foon as the wind fubfided, and walked round the bay, which was a
walk of about feven Englifh miles. I was followed by my I'ervant, and, for want of a
road, we kept clofe to the fhore, where we pafled over mountains and fharp (lones

;

through thick forefts and deep marfhes, all which were known to be inhabited bv
numberlefs rattle-fnakes, of which we happily faw none at all. The fhore is very full

of flones in fome places, and covered with large angulated rock-flones, which are

fometimes roundifh, and their edges as it were worn off. Now and then we met with
a fmall fandy fpot covered with grey, but chiefly with the fine red fand which I have
before-mentioned ; and the black iron fand likewife occurred fometimes. We found
ftones of a red glimmer of a fine texture, on the mountains. Sometimes thefe moun-
tains with the trees on them flood perpendicular with the water-fide, but in fome places

the fliore was marfhy.

I faw a number of petrified cornua ammonis in one place, near the fhore, among a
number of flones and rocks. The rocks confifl of a grey lime-ftone, which is a variety

of the black one, and lies in a ftrata, as that does. Some of them contain a number of
petrifaQions with, and without fhells ; and in one place we found prodigious large

cornua aminonis, about twenty inches in breadth. In fome places the water had wore
off the ftone, but could not have the fame effe& on the petrifactions, which lay elevated

above, and in a manner glued on the flones.

The mountains near the fhore are amazingly high and large, confifling of a compafl
grey rock flone, which does not lie in flrata as the lime-flone, and the chief of whofe
conllituent parts are a grey quartz, and a dark glimmer. This rock-flone reached
down to the water, in places where the mountains flood clofe to the fliore ; but where
they were at fome diilance from it, they were fupplied by flrata of grey and black lime-

flone, which reached to the water-fide, and which I never have feen covered with the

grey rocks.

The zizania aquatica grows in mud, and in the mofl rapid parts of broolcs, and is

in full bloom about this time.

July 17th. The diflempers which rage among the Indians are rheumatifms and
pleurifies, which arife from their being obliged frequently to lie in moitt parts of the

woods at night ; from the fudden changes of heat and cold, to which the air is ex-
pofed here; and from their being frequently loaded with too great a quantity of flrong

liquor, in which cafe they commonly lie down naked in the open air, without any
regard tathefeafon, or the weather. Thefe diflempers, efpecially the pleurifies, are
likewife very common among the French here ; and the governor told me he had once
a very violent fit of the latter, and that Dr. Sarrafin had cured him in the following

manner, which has been found to fucceed beft here. He gave him fudorifics, whicti

were to operate between eight and ten hours ; he was then bled, and the fudorifics

repealed ; he was bled again, and that effcilually cured him.

Dr. Sarrafin was the royal phyfician at Quebec, and a correfpondent of the Royal
Academy of Sciences at Paris. He was polVefTed of great knowledge in the pradicc
of phyfic, anatomy, and other fcienccs, and very agreeable in his behaviour. . He died

at Quebec of a malignant fever, which had been brought to that place by a fhip, and
with which he was infeflcd at an hofpital, where he vifited the fick. He left a fon, ^

who likewife fludied phyfic, and went to France to make himfelf more perfect in the

pradical part of it, but he died there.

The
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The Intermitting fevers fometimes come amongfl the people here, and the venereal

difeafe is common here. The Indians are likewife infeded with it ; and many of them
have had it, and fome flill have it ; but they Hkewife are perfectly poflefled of the art

of curing it. There are examples of Frenchmen and Indians, infefted all over the

body with this difeafe, who have been radically and perfeftly cured by the Indians,

Vk-ithin five or fix months. The French have not been able to find this remedy out

;

though they know that the Indians employ no mercury, but that their chief remedies

are roots which are unknown to the French. I have afterwards heard what thefe

plants were, and given an account of them at large to the Royal Swedifti Academy of

Sciences*.

We are very well acquainted in Sweden with the pain caufed by the ta^nise, or a

kind of worms. They are lefs abundant in the Britifh North American colonies ; but

in Canada they are very frequent. Some of thefe worms, which have been evacuated

by a perfon, have been feveral yards long. It is not known, whether the Indians are

afflicted with them or not. No particular remedies againfl: them are known here, and

no one can give an account from whence they come, though the eating of fome fruits

contributes, as is conjeftured, to create them.

July 19th. Fort St. Frederick is a fortification on the fouthern extremity of lake

Champlain, fituated on a neck of land, between that lake and the river, which arifes

from the union of the river Woodcreek, and lake St. Sacrement. The breadth of this

river is here about a good mulket-fliot. The Englifli call this fortrefs Crown Point,

but its French name is derived from the French fecretary of ftate, Frederic Maurepas,

in whofe hands the diredion and management of the French court of admiralty was at

the time of the ereftion of this fort ; tor it is to be obferved, that the government of

Canada is fubject to the court of admiralty in France, and the governor-general is

always chofen out of that court. As moft of the places in Canada bear the names of

faints, cuftom has made it neceflary to prefix the word faint to the name of the for-

trefs. The fort is built on a rock, confiding of black lime-flates, as aforefaid ; it is

nearly quadrangular, has high and thick walls, made of the fame lime-ftone, of which

there is a quarry about half a mile from the fort. On the eaftern part of the fort is a

high tower, which is proof againft bombfliells, provided with very thick and fubftantial

walls, and well (torcd with cannon from the bottom almofl to the very top ; and the

governor lives in the tower. In the terre-plcin of the fort is a well built little church,

and houfes of ftone for the officers and foldiers. There are ftiarp rocks on all fides

towards the land, beyond a cannon-fliot from the fort, but among them are fome

which are as high as the walls of the fort, and very near them.

The foil about fort St. Frederick is faid to be very fertile, on both fides of the river ;

and before the lafl war a great many French families, efpecially old foldiers, have

fettled there ; but the king obliged them to go into Canada, or to fettle clofe to the

fort, and to lie in it at night. A great number of them returned at this time, and it

was thought that about forty or fifty families would go to fettle here this autumn.

Within one or two mufket-fhots to the eaft of the fort, is a wind-mill built of ftone,

with very thick walls, and moft of the flour which is wanted to fupply the fort is

ground here. This wind-mill is fo contrived as to ferve the purpofe of a redoubt, and

at the top of it are five or fix finall pieces of cannon. During the laft war there was a

number of foldiers quartered in this mill, becaufe they could from thence look a great

* Sec the Mtnioi'rs of diat Academy, for the year 1750, page 284.
'Die lliUir.^ia fylvatica U probably oie of ihclc roots. F.

way
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way up the river, and obferve whether the Englifh boats approached ; which could not

be done from the fort itfclf, and which was a matter of great confequence, as the Eng-
lifh might (if this guard had not been placed here) have gone in their little boats clofe

under the weftern fhorc of the river, and then the hills would have prevented their

being feen from the fort. 'I'herefore the fort ought to have been built on the fpot

where the mill ftands, and all thofe who come to fee it are immediately ftruck with the

abfurdity of its fituatioh. If it had been erected in the place of the mill, it would have

commanded the river, and prevented the approach of the enemy ; and a fmall ditch

cut through the loofe lime-ftone, from the river (which comes out of the lake St. Sa-

crement) to lake Champlain, would have furrounded the fort with flowing water, bc-

caufe it would have been fituated on the extremity of the neck of land. In that cafe the

fort would always have been fufficiently fupplied with frelh water, and at a diftance

from the high rocks which furrounded it in its prefent fituation. We prepared to-day

to leave this place, having waited during fonie days for the arrival of the yacht, whicli

plies conftantly all fummer between the forts St. John and St. Frederick : during our
flay here, we had received many favours. The governor of the fort, Mr. Lufignan, a

man of learning and of great politenefs, heaped obligations upon us, and treated us with

as much civility as if we had been his relations. 1 had the honour of eating at his

table during my fl:ay here, and my fervant was allowed to eat with his. We had our
rooms, Stc. to ourfelves, and at our departure the governor fupplied us with ample
provifions for our journey to fort St. John. In fliort, he did us more favours than we
could have expefted from our own countrymen, and the officers were likewife par-

ticularly obliging to us.

About eleven o'olock in the morning we fet out, with a fair wind. On both fides

of the lake are high chains of mountains ; with the difference which I have before

obferved, that on the eaftern fliore is a low piece of ground covered with a forefl:, ex-

tending between twelve and eighteen Englifli miles, after which the mountains begin
;

and the country behind them belongs to New England. This chain confifts of high

mountains, which are to be confidered as the boundaries between the French and Eng-
lifli poflTeflions in thefe parts of North America. On the wen;ern fliore of the 'ake, the

mountains reach quite to the water fide. The lake at firfl; is but a French mile broad,

but always encreafes afterwards. The country is inhabited within a French mile of the

fort, but after that, it is covered with a thick forefl:. At the difl:ance of about tea

French miles from fort St. Frederick, the lake is four fuch miles broad, and we per-

ceive fome iflands in it. The captain ot the yacht faid there were about fixty iflands in

that lake, of which fome were of a confiderable fize. He aflfured me that the lake was

In moft; parts fo deep, that a line of two hundred yards could not fathom it ; and clofe

to the fliore, where a chain of mountains generally runs acrofs the country, it fre-

quently has a depth of eighty fathoms. Fourteen French miles from fort St. Frederick

we faw four large iflands in the lake, which is here about fix French miles broad.

This day the fliy was cloudy, and the clouds, which were very low, feemed to fur-

round feveral high mountains, near the lake, with a fog ; and from many mountains

the fog rofe as the fmoke of a charcoal-kiln. Now and then we faw a little river which

fell into the lake : the country behind the high mountains, on the wefliern fide of the

lake, is, as I am told, covered for many miles together with a tall foi-e(t, interfered by

many rivers and brooks, with marflies and fmall lakes, and very fit to be inhabited.

The fliores are fometimes rocky, and fometimes fandy here.. Towards nigin the moun-
tains decreafed gradually ; the lake is very clear, and we obferved neither rocks nor

3;,
fliallows
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fhallows in it. Late at night the wind abated, and we anchored clofe to the fliore, and
fpent one night here.

July 2oth. This morning we proceeded with a fair wind. The place where we
paffed the nightwas above half way to Fort St. John ; for the diftance of that place from
Fort St. Frederick, acrofs lake Champlain is computed to be forty-one French miles

;

that lake is here about fix Englifli miles in breadth. The mountains were now out of

fight, and the country low, plain, and covered with trees. The fhores were fandy,

and the lake appeared now from four to fix miles broad. It was really broader, but the

iflands made it appear narrower.

We often faw Indians in bark-boats clofe to the (hore, which was however not in-

habited ; for the Indians came here only to catch fturgeons, wherewith this lake abounds,

and which we often faw leaping up in the air. Thefe Indians lead a very fingular life

:

at one time of the year they live upon the fmall ftore of maize, beans, and melons,

which they have planted ; during another period, or about this time, their food is fifh,

without bread or any other meat ; and another feafon they eat nothing but flags, roes,

beavers, &c., which they flioot in the woods, and rivers. They, however, enjoy long

life, perfedl health, and are more able to undergo hardlhips than other people. They
fing and dance, are joyful, and always content ; and would not, for a great deal, ex-

change their manner of life for that which is preferred in Europe.

When we were yet ten French miles from fort St. John, we faw fome houfes on the

weftern fide of the lake, in which the French had lived before the laft war, and which
they then abandoned, as it was by no means fafe : they now returned to them again.

Thefe were the firft houfes and fettlements which we faw after we had left thofe about

fort St. Frederick.

There formerly was a wooden fort, or redoubt, on the eaftern fide of the lake,

near the water-fide ; and the place where it flood was fhewn me, which at prefent is

quite overgrown with trees. The French built it to prevent the incurfions of the In-

dians over this lake ; and I was aiTured that many Frenchmen had been flain in thefe

places. At the fame time they told me, that they reckon four women to one man in

Canada, becaufe annually feveral Frenchmen are killed on their expeditions, which
they undertake for the fake of trading with the Indians.

A wind-mill built of ftone, flands on the cafl fide of the lake on a projefting piece

of ground. Some Frenchmen have lived near it ; but they left it when the war broke
out, and are not yet come back to it. From this mill to Fort St. John they reckon eight

French miles. The Englifh, with their Indians, have burnt the houfes here feveral

times, but the mill remained unhurt.

The yacht which we went into St. John was the firfl that was built here, and
employed on Lake Champlain, for formerly they made ufe of bateaux to fend pro-

vifions over the lake. The captain of the yacht was a Frenchman, born in this country
;

he had built it, and taken the foundings of the lake, in order to find out the true road
between Fort St. John and Fort St, Frederick. Oppofite the wind-mill the lake is about
three fathoms deep, but it grows more and more fhallovv the nearer it comes to Fort
St. John.

We now perceived houfes on the fliore again. The captain had otter-fkins in the
cabin, which were perfedlly the fame in colour and fpecies with the European ones.

Otters are laid to be very abundant in Canada.
Seal-fkins are here made ufe of to cover boxes and trunks, and they often made

portmantles of them in Canada. The common people had their tobacco pouches made
of
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of the fame flvlns. The feals here are entirely the fame with the Swedifli or European
one, which are grey with black fpots. They arc faid to be plentiful in the mouth of

the river St. Lawrence, below Quebec, and go up that river as far as its water is fait.

They have not been found in any of the great lakes of Canada. The French call them
loups niarins *.

The French in their colonies, fpend much more time in prayer and external worfliip,

than the EngliHi and Dutch fettlers in the Britifli colonies. The latter have neither

morning nor evening prayer in their (hips and yachts, and no difference is made between

Sunday and other days. They never, or very feldom, fay grace at dinner. On the

contrary, the French here have prayers every morning and night on board their

fhipping, and on Sundays they pray more than commonly : they regularly fay grace at

their meals ; and every one of them fays prayers in private as foon as he gets up. At
Fort St. Frederick all the foldiers aflembled together for morning and evening prayers.

The only fault was, that mofl of the prayers were read in Latin, which a great part

of the people do not underftand. Below the above mentioned wi;id-mill, the breadth

of the lake is about a mulket-fhot, and it looks more like a river than a lake. The
country on both fides is low and flat, and covered with woods. We faw at firfl: a few

fcattered cottages along the fliore ; but a little further the country is inhabited without

interruption. The lake is here from fix to ten foot deep, and forms feveral iflands.

During the whole courfe of this voyage, the fituation of the lake was always dire£tly

from S. S. W. to N. N. E.

In fome parts of Canada are great trafts of land belonging to fingle perfons ; from

thefe lands, pieces of forty arpens long, and four wide, are allotted to each difcharged

foldier who intends to fettle here ; but after his houfehold is eftablifhed, he is obliged to

pay the owner of the lands fix French francs annually.

The lake was now fo (hallow in feveral places, that we were obliged to trace the way
for the yacht, by founding the depth with branches of trees. In other places oppofite,

it was fometimes two fathom deep.

In the evening, about fun-fet, we arrived at Fort St. Jean, or St. John, having had a

continual change of rain, fun-fhine, wind, and calm, all the afternoon.

July 2 1 ft. St. John is a wooden fort which the French built in 1748, on the

weftern (hore of the mouth of Lake Champlain, clofe to the water-fide. It was intended

to cover the country round about it, which they were then going to people, and to

ferve as a magazine for provifions and ammunition, which were ufually fent from
Montreal to Fort St. Frederick ; becaufe they may go in yachts from hence to the lafl

mentioned place, which is impoffible lower down, as about two gun-lhot further, there

is a {hallow full of ftones, and very rapid water in the river, over which they can only

pafs in bateaux, or flat velfels. Formerly Fort Chamblan, which lies four French

miles lower, was the magazine of provifions ; but as they were forced firft to fend them
hither in bateaux, and then from hence on yachts, and the road to Fort Chamblan
from Montreal being by land, and much round about, this fort was ereQed. It has

a low fituation, and lies in a fandy foil, and the country about it is likewife low, flat,

and covered with woods. The fort is quadrangular, and includes the fpace of one

arpent fquare. In each of the two comers which look towards the lake is a wooden
building, four ftories high, the lower part of which is of ftone to the height of about a

fathom and a half. In thefe buildings, which are polyangular, are holes for cannon and

leflfer fire-arms. In each of the two other corners towards the country, is only a little

* See Wolves,

VOL. XIII. / 4 K wooden
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wooden houie, two ftories higli. Thefe buildings are intended for the habitations of*

the foldiers, and for the better defence of the place ; between thefe houfes there are

poles, two fathoms and a half high, (harpened at the top, and driven into the ground

clofe to one another. They are made of the thuya tree, which is here reckoned the

beft wood for keeping from petrifadion, and is much preferable to fir in that point.

Lower down the pallil'ades were double, one row within the other. For the convenience

of the foldiers, a broad elevated pavement of more than two yards in height, is made
in the infide of the fort all along the palifades, with a baluftrade. On this pavement

the foldiers ftand and fire through the holes upon the enemy, without being expofed to

their fire. In the laft year, 1748, two hundred men were in garrifon here; but at

this time there were only a governor, a commiflary, a baker, and fix foldiers to take

care of the fort and buildings, and to fuperintend the provifions which are carried to

this place. The perfon wlio now commanded at the fort, was the Chevalier de Ganues,

a very agreeable gentleman, and brother-in-law to Mr. Lufignan, the governor of Fort

St. Frederick. The ground about the fort, on both fides the water, is rich and has a very

good foil ; but it is ftill without inhabitants, though it is talked of, that it would get fome

as foon as poffible.

The French in all Canada call the gnats marangoins, which name, it is faid, they

have borrowed from the Indians. Thefe infeds are in fuch prodigious numbers in the

•woods round Fort St. John, that it would more properly be called Fort de Marangoins.

The marfhes and the low fituation of the country, together with the extent of the woods,

contribute greatly to their multiplying fo much ; and when the woods are cut down, the

water drained, and the country cultivated, they probably will decreafe in number, and

vanifli at laft, as they have done in other places.

The rattle fnake, according to the unanimous accounts of the French, is never feen

in this neighbourhood, nor further north near Montreal and Quebec ; and the mountains

which furround Fort St. Frederick, are the moft northerly part on this fide, where they

have been feen. Of ail the fnakes which are found in Canada to the north of thefe

mountains, none is poifonous enough to do any great harm to a man ; and all without

exception run away when they fee a man. My remarks on the nature and properties of

the rattle-firake, 1 have communicated to the royal Swedifh academy of fciences *, and

thither I refer my readers.

July 2 2d. This evening fome people arrived with horfes from Prairie, in order to

fetch us. The governor had fent for them at my defire, becaufe there were not yet

any horfes near Fort St. John, the place being only a year old, and the people had

not had time to fettle near it. Thofe who led the horfes, brought letters to the

governor from the governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la Galifl'oniere, dated at

Quebec the fifteenth of this month, and from the vice-governor of Montreal, the Baron
de Longueil, dated the twenty-firft of the fame month. They mentioned that I had

been particularly recommended by the French court, and that the governor fhould

fupply me with every thing I wanted, and forward my journey ; and at the fame time

the governor received two little calks of wine for me, which they thought would

relieve me on my journey. At night we drank the kings ol France and Sweden's

health, under a falute from the cannon of the fort, and the health of the governor-

general and others.

July 23d. I'his morning we fet out on our journey to Prairie, from whence we
Intended to proceed to Montreal ; the diftance of Prairie from Fort St. John, by land,

/ * See their M'.moiia for the year 1752.

is
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is reckoned fix French miles, and fi'om thence to IMontreal two lieucs (leagues) and

a half, by the river St. Lawrence, At firft we kept along the fliorc, fo that we had

on our right the Riviere de St. John (St. John's river.) This is the name of the mouth
of the Lake Champlain, which falls into the river St. Lawrence, and is fotnetimes called

Riviere de Champlain (Champlain river.) After we had travelled about a French

mile, we turned to the left from the fhore. The country was always low, woody, and

pretty wet, though it was in the midft of fummer ; fo that we found it difficult to get

forward. But it is to be obfcrved that Fort St. John was only built laft fummer, when
this road was firll made, and confequently it could not yet have acquired a proper

degree of folidity. Two hundred and fixty men were three months at work, in making
this road ; for which they were fed at the expence of the government, and each

received thirty fols every day ; and I was told that they would again refume the work
next autumn. The country hereabouts is low and woody, and of courfe the refidence

of millions of gnats and flies, which were very troublefome to us. After we had gone
about three French miles, we came out of the woods, and the ground Teemed to have

been formerly a marfh, which was now dried up. From hence we had a prett)^ good
profped: on all fides. On our right hand at a great diilance we faw two high mountains,

rifing remarkably above the reft ; and they were not far from Fort Champlain. We
could likewife from hence fee the high mountain which lies near Montreal ; and our
road went on nearly in a ftraight line. Soon after, vv'e got again upon wet and low
grounds, and after that into a wood which confifted chiefly of the fir with leaves which

have a filvery underfide *. We found the foil which we palTed over to day, very

fine and rich, and when the woods are cleared and the ground cultivated, it will

probably prove very fertile. There are no rocks, and hardly any ftones near the

road.

About four French miles from Fort St. Joh)i, the country makes quite another

appearance. It is all cultivated, and a continual variety of fields with excellent wheat,

peafe, and oats, prefented itfelf to our view ; but we faw no other kinds of corn.

The farms flood fcattered, and each of them was furrounded by its corn-fields, and
meadows ; the houfes are built of wood and very fmall. Inftead of mofs, wliich cannot

be got here, they employ clay for fl:opping up the crevices in the walls. The roofs are

made very much floping, and covered with Ifraw. The foil is good, flat, and divided

by feveral rivulets ; and only in a few places there are fome little hills. The profpecl

is very fine from this part of the road, and as far as I could fee the country, it was
cultivated ; all the fields were covered with corn, and they generally ufe fummer
wheat here. The ground is ftill very fertile, fo that there is no occafion for leaving

it to lie as fallow. The forefts are pretty much cleared, and it is to be feared that

there will be a time, when wood will become very fcarce. Such was the appearance of

the country quite up to Prairie, and the river St. Lawrence, which laft we had now always

in fight ; and, in a word, this country was in my opinion the fineftof North America,

which I had hitherto feen.

About dinner-time we arrived at Prairie, which is fituated on a little rifing ground
near the river St. Lawrence. We ftaid here this day, becaufe I intended to vifit the

places in this neighbourhood before I went on.

Prairie de la Magdalene is a fmall village on the eaftern fide of the river St. Lawrence,

about tv^-o French miles and a half from Montreal, which place lies N. W. from

hence, on the other fide of the river. All the country round Prairie is quite flat, and

* Abies foliis fubtus argentcis, «

» 4 K 2 has
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has hardly any rifings. On all fides are large corn-fields, meadows, and paftures.

On the weftern fide, the river St. Lawrence paffes by, and has here a breadth of a

French mile and a half, if not more. Moft of the houfes in Prairie are built of timber,

with lloping wooden roofs, and the crevices in the walls are (lopped up with clay.

There are fome little buildings of ftone, chiefly of the black lime-ftone, or of pieces of

rock-ilone, in which latter the enchafement of the doors and windows was made of the

black limc-ftone. In the midft of the village is a pretty church of ftone, with a fteeple

at the weft end of i:, furniflied with bells. Before the door is a crofs, together with

ladders, tongs, hammers, nails, &c., which are to reprefent all the inftruments

made ufe of at the crucifixion of our Saviour, and perhaps many others befides them.

The village is furrounded with palifades, from four yards to five high, put up formerly

as a barrier againft the incurfions of the Indians. Without thefe palifades are feveral

little kitchen and pleafure gardens, but very few fruit-trees in them. The rifing-

grounds along the river are very inconfiderable here. In this place there was a prielt,

and a captain, who affumed the name of governor. The corn-fields round the place

are extenfive, and fown with fummer-wheat; but rye, barley and maize are never feen.

To the fouth-vveft of this place is a great fall in the river St. Lawrence, and the noife

which it caufes, may be plainly heard here. When the water in fpring encreafes in

the river, on account of the ice which then begins to dilTolve, it fometimes happens to

rife fo high as to overflow a great part of the fields, and, inftead of fertilizing them as

the river Nile fertilizes the Egyptian fields by its inundations, it does them much
damage, by carrying a number of grafles and plants on them, the feeds of which fpread

the worft kind of weeds, and ruin the fields. Thefe inundations oblige the people to

take their cattle a great way off, becaufe the water covers a great trad: of land ; but

happily it never ftays on it above two or three days. The caufe of thefe inundations

is generally owing to the flopping of ice in fome part of the river.

The zizania aquatica, or folle avoine grows plentiful in the rivulet, or brook, which

flows fomevvhat below Prairie.

July 24th. This morning I went from Prairie in a bateau to Montreal, upon the

river St. Lawrence. The river is very rapid, but not very deep near Prairie, fo that

the yatcht cannot go higher than Montreal, except in fpring with the high water, when
they can come up to Prairie, but no further. The town of Montreal may be feen at

Prairie, and all the way down to it. On our arrival there we found a crowd of people

at that gate of the town, where we were to pafs through. They were very defirous of

feeing us, becaufe they were informed that fome Swedes were to come to town
;
people

of whom they had heard fomething, but whom they had never feen; and we are

afTured by every body, that we were the firft Swedes that ever came to Montreal. As
foon as we were landed, the governor of the town fent a captain to me, who defired I

would follow him to the governor's houfe, where he introduced me to him. The
Baron Longueuil was as yet vice-governor, but he daily expected Tiis promotion from

France. He received me more civilly and generoufly than I can well defcribe, and

fhewed me letters from the governor-general at Ouebec, the Marquis de la Galiffoniere,

which mentioned that he had received orders from the French court to fupply me with

whatever I fliould want, as I was to travel in this country at the expence of His moft

Chriftian Majefty. In fhort Governor Longueuil loaded me with greater favours than

I could expect or even imagine, both during my prcfent ftay and on my return from

Quebec.

The difference between the manners and cuftoms of the French in Montreal and
Canada, and thofe of the Englifh in the American colonies, is as great as that between

c the
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the manners of thofe two nations in Europe. The women in general are handfome
here; they are well bred, and virtuous, with an innocent and becoming freedom.
They drefs out very fine on Sundays ; and though on the other days they do not take
much pains with other parts of their drefs, yet they are very fond of adorning their

heads, the hair of which is always curled and powdered, and ornamented with glittering

bodkins and aigrettes. Every day but Sunday, they wear a little neat jacket, and a
fhort petticoat which hardly reaches half the leg, and in this particular they feem to

imitate the Indian women. The heels of their flioes are high, and very narrow, and it

is furprizing how they walk on them. In their knowledge of occonomy, they greatly
furpais the Englilh women in the plantations, who indeed have taken the liberty of
throwing all the burthen of houfc-kecping upon their hulbands, and fit in their chairs

all day with folded arms *. The women in Canada on the contrary do not fpare

themielves, efpecially among the common people, wiiere they are always in the fields,

meadows, ftablcs, &c. and do not diflike any work whatfoever. However, they feem
rather remifs in regard to the cleaning of the utenfils, and apartments ; for fometimes
the floors, both in the town and country, were hardly cleaned once in fix months,
which is a difagreeable fight to one who comes from amongft the Dutch and P^nglilh,

where the conftant fcouring and fcrubbing of the floors is reckoned as important as the
exercife of religion itfelf. To prevent the thick dufl:, which is thus left on the floor,

from being noxious to the health, the women wet it feveral times a day, which renders
it more confident ; repeating the afperfion as often as the dufl is dry and rifes again.

Upon the whole, however, they are not averfe to the taking a part in all the bufinefs

of houfekeeping ; and I have with pleafure leen the daughters of the better fort of
people, and of the governor himfelf, not too finely dreffed,and going into kitchens and
cellars, to look that every thing be done as it ought.

The men are extremely civil, and take their hats ofi" to every perfon indifferently

whom they meet in the flreets. It is cuftomary to return a vifit the day after you have-

received one; though one fliould have fome fcores to pay in one day.

I have been told by fome among the French, who had gone a beaver-hunting with

the Indians to the northern parts of Canada, that the animals whofe fliins they

endeavour to get, and which are there in great plenty, are beavers, wild-cats, or lynxes',

and martens. Thefe animals are the more valued, the farther they are caught to the

north, for their flcins have better hair, and look better than thofe which are taken more
fcuthward, and they became gradually better or worfe, the more they are northward
or fouthward.

White partridgesf is the name which the French in Canada give to a kind of birds,

abounding during winter near Hudfon's Bay, and which ai'e undoubtedly our ptarmi-

gans, or fnow-hens (tetrao lagopus). They are very plentiful at the time of a great

froft, and when a confiderable quantity of fnow happens to fall. They are defcribed

to me as having rough white feet, and being white all over, except three or four black

feathers in the tail ; and they are reckoned very fine eating. From Edward's Natural

Hiftory of Birds (page 72) it appears, that the ptarmigans are common about Hud-
fon's Bay |.

* It feems, that for the future, the fair fex in the Englifli colonies in North-America, will no longer

deferve the reproaches Mr. Kalm ftigmatizes them with repeatedly, fincc it is generally reported, that the

ladies of late have vyed one with another, in providing their famih'es with linen, llockmgs, and homc-fpun
cloth of their own making, and that a general fpirit of indullry prevails among them at this prefent

time. F.

t Perdrix blanches. % See Br. Zool. Suppl. plate XIII. f. i. E.

Hares
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Hares are llkewife faid to be plentiful near Hudfon's Bay, and they are abundant

even in Canada, where I have often feen, and found them perfedtly correfponding

with our Swedifh hares. In fummer they have a brownifh grey, and in winter a fnowy

white colour, as with us *.

Mechanics, fuch as archite£lure, cabinet-work, turning, and the like, were not yet

fo forward here as they ought to be ; and the Englifh, in that particular, out-do the

French. The chief caufe of this is, that fcarce any other people than difmifled foldiers

come to fettle here, who have not had any opportunity of learning a mechanical trade, but

have fometimes accidentally, and through necefllty, been obliged to it. There are

however fome who have a good notion of mechanics, and I faw a perfon here who made

very good clocks and watches, though he had had but very little inftruftion.

July 27th. The common houfe-flies have but been obferved in this country about

one hundred and fifty years ago, as I have been aflured by feveral perfons in this town,

and in Quebec. All the Indians affert the fame thing, and are of opinion that the

common flies firft came over here with the Europeans and their fliips, which were

ftranded on this coaft. I fliall not difputethis ; however, I know, that whilft I was in

the defarts between Saratoga and Crown Point, or Fort St. Frederick, and fat down to

reft or to eat, a number of our common flies always came and fettled on me. It is

therefore dubious, whether they have not been longer in America than the term above-

mentioned, or whether they have been imported from Europe. On the other hand, it

may be urged that the flies vi^ere left in thofe defarts at the time when fort Aime was

yet in a good condition, and when the Englifli often travelled there and back again

;

not to mention that feveral Europeans, both before and after that time, had travelled

through thofe places, and carried the flies with them, which were attrafted by their

provifions.

Wild cattle are'abundant in the fouthern parts of Canada, and have been there fmce

times immemorial. They are plentiful in thofe parts, particularly where the Illinois

Indians live, which are nearly in the fame latitude with Philadelphia ; but further to

the north they are feldom obferved. I faw the fkin of a wild ox to-day ; it was as big

as one of the largefl: ox hides in Europe, but had-better hair. The hair is dark brown,

like that on a brown bear-flvin. That which is clofe to the fkin is as foft as wool. This

hide was not very thick ; and in general they do not reckon them fo valuable as bear-

fkins in France. In winter they are fpread on the floors, to keep the feet warm.

Some of thefe wild cattle, as I am told, have a longand fine wool, as good, if not better,

than fheep wool. They make ftockings, cloth, gloves, and other pieces of worfted

work of it, which look as well as if they were made of the beft flieep wool ; and the

Indians employ it for feveral ufes. The flefli equals the befl: beef in goodncfs and fat-

nefs. Sometimes the hides are thick, and may be made ufe of as cow-hides are in

Europe. The wild cattle in general are faid to be fl:ronger and bigger than European

cattle, and of a brown red colour. Their horns are but fliort, though very thick clofe

to the head. Thde, and feveral other qualities, which they have in common with,

and in greater perfedion than the tame cattle, have induced fome to endeavour to tame

them ; by which means they would obtain the advantages arifing from their goodnefs

of hair, and, un account of their great flirength, be able to employ them fuccefsfuUy in

agriculture. With this view fome have repeatedly got young wild calves, and brought

them up in Quebec, and other places, among the tame cattle ; but they comir.only

died in three or four years time ; and though they have feen people every day, yet they

* See a figure of this hare in its white ftate, in the Supol, to Br, Zool. plate xlvii. f. i. F.

have
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have always retained a natural ferocity. They have conftantly been very fliy, pricked

up their ears at the fight of a man, and trembled, or run about ; fo that the art of

taming them has not hitherto been found out. Some have been of opinion, that thefe

cattle cannot well bear the cold ; as they never go north of the place I mentioned,

though the fummers be very hot, even in thofe northern parts. They think that,

when the country about the Illinois is better peopled, it will be more eafy to tame

thefe cattle, and that afterwards they might more eafily be ufed to the northerly

climates*. The Indians and French in Canada make ufe of the horns of thefe crea-

tures to put gunpowder in.

The peace which was concluded between France and England was proclaimed this

day. The foldicrs were under arms ; the artillery on the walls was fired off, and

fome falutes were given by the fmall fire-arms. All night fome fire-works were ex-

hibited, and the whole town was illuminated. All the ftreets were crowded with

people till late at night. The governor invited me to fupper, and to partake of the

joy of the inhabitants. There were prefent a number of officers, and perfons of dif-

tinclion ; and the feftival concluded with the greateft joy.

July 28th. This morning I accompanied the governor, Baron Longucuil, and his

family, to a little ifland called Magdalene, which is his own property. It lies in the

river St. Lawrence, direSly oppofite to the town, on the eaftern fide. The governor

had here a very neat houfe, though it was not very large, a fine extenfive garden, and

a court-yard. The river paffes between the town and this ifland, and is very rapid.

Near the town it is deep enough for yachts ; but towards the ifland it grows more fhal-

low, fo that they are obliged to pufli the boats forwards with poles. There was a mill

on the ifland, turned by the mere force of the ftream, without an additional mill-

dam.
The fmooth fumach, or rhus glabra, grows in great plenty here. I have no where

feen it fo tall as in this place, vi^here it had fometimes the height of eight yards, and a
proportionable thicknefs.

Saffafras is planted here ; for it is never found wild in thefe parts. Fort Anne being

the moft northerly place where I have found it wild. Thofe fiirubs which were on the

ifland had been planted many years ago ; however, they were but fmall flirubs, from
two to three feet high, and fcarce fo much. The reafon is, becaufe the Rem is killed

every winter, almofl: down to the very root, and muft produce new ftioots every

fpring, as I have found from my own obfervations here ; and fo it appeared to be near

the Forts Anne, Nicholfon, and Ofwego. It will therefore be in vain to attempt to

plant faflfafras in a very cold climate.

The red mulberry-trees (morus rubra, Linn.) are likewife planted here. I faw four

or five of them about five )ards high, which the governor told me had been twenty

years in th.is place, and were brought from more foutherly parts, fince they do not

grow wild near Montreal. The molt northerly place, where I have found it growing

ipontaneoufly, is about tv^-enty Englifii miles north of Albany, as I have been aflured

by the country people who live in that place, and who at the fame time informed me,
that it was very fcarce in the woods. When I came to Saratoga, I enquired whether

any of thefe mulberry-trees had been found in that neighbourhood ? but every body

told me, that they were never feen in thofe parts, but that the before-mentioned place,

* B;it by tin's means they would lofc that fuperiority which in their wild Hate they have over the tame
ttle; as all tlie progenies of lametl animals degenerate from the excellence of their wild and free an-cattle; as a

ceftors. F.

2 tweniy



624. KALm's travels in north AMERICA.

twenty niiles above Albany, is the mofl: northern one where they grow. Thofe mul-

berry-trees, which were planted on this ifland, i'uccecd very well, though they arc

placed in a poor foil. Their foliage is large and thick, but they did not bear any fruits

this year. However, I was informed that they can bear a confiderable degree of

cold.

The water-beech was planted here in a fliady place, and was grown to a great height.

All the French hereabouts call it cotonier *. It is never found wild near the river

St. Lawrence ; nor north of Fort St. Frederick, where it is now very fcarce.

The red cedar is called cedre rouge by the French, and it was likewife planted in

the governor's garden, whether it had been brought from more fouthern parts,

for it is not to be met with in the forefts hereabouts. However, it came on very well

here.

About half an hour after feven in the evening we left this pleafant ifland, and an

hour after our return the Baron de Longueuil received two agreeable pieces of news at

once. The firfl was, that his fon. who had been two years in France, was returned ;

and the fecond, that he had brought with him the royal patents for his father, by

which he was appointed governor of Montreal, and the country belonging to it.

They make ufe of fans here, which are made of the tails of the wild turkeys. As
foon as the birds are fliot, their tails are fpread like fans, and dried, by which means

they keep their figure. The ladies and the men of diftinction in town wear thefe fans,

when they walk in the ftreets, during the intenfenefs of the heat.

All the grafs on the meadows round Montreal confifls chiefly of a fpecies of meadow-
grafs, or the poa capillaris, Linn. f. This is a very flender grafs, which grows very

clofe, and fucceeds even on the driefl hills. It is however not rich in foliage ; and the

{lender ftalk is chiefly ufed for hay. We have numerous kinds of grafles in Sweden,

which make infinitely finer meadows than this.

July 30th. The wild plumb-trees grow in great abundance on the hills, along the

rivulets about the town. They were io loaded with fruit, that the boughs were quite

bent downwards by the weight. The fruit was not yet ripe, but when it comes to that

perfeftion, it has a red colour and a fine tafte, and preferves are fometiraes made
of it.

Black currants (ribes nigrum, Linn.) are plentiful in the fame places, and its ber-

ries were ripe at this time. They are very fmall, and not by far fo agreeable as thofe

in Sweden.

Parfnips grow in great abundance on the rifing banks of rivers, along the corn-fields,

and in other places. This led me to think, that they were original natives of America,

and not firfl brought over by the Europeans. But on my journey into the country of

the Iroquois, where no European ever had a fettlement, I never once faw it, though

the foil was excellent ; and from hence it appears plain enough, that it was tranfported

hither from Europe, and is not originally an American plant ; and therefore it is in

vain fought for in any part of this continent, except among the European fettlements.

Auguft ift. The governor-general of Canada commonly refides at Quebec ; but

he frequently goes to Montreal, and generally fpends the winter there. In fummer
they chiefly refide at Quebec, on account of the king's fliips, which arrive there

during that feafon, and bring him letters, which he mufl anfwcr ; befides other

bufinefs which comes in about that time. During his refidence in Montreal he lives in

• Cotton-tree. Mr Kalm mentions bcfurc, that this name Is given to llif ;.filepias fyriaca. F.

f Mr. Kalin defcribes it thus : poa ciilmo fubcomprcifo paiiicula leiiuiffiiiia, fpicuhs trillorls minimis,
flol'cuhs ball pubelcentibut.

the
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the caflle, as it is called, which is a large houfe of flone, built by Governor-general

Vaudrcuil, and ftill belonging to his family, who hire it to the King.

They have in Canada fcarce any other but paper-currency. I hardly ever faw any

coin, except French fols, confiding of brafs, with a very finall mixture of filver ; they

were quite thin by conftant circulation, and were valued at a fol and a half. The bills

are not printed, but written. Their origin is as follows : the Fi-ench King having

found it very dangerous to fend money for tiie pay of the troops, and other purpofes,

over to Canada, on account of privateers, fliipwrecks, and other accidents ; he ordered

that inftead of it the intendant, or King's fteward, at Quebec, or the commiflary at

Montreal, fliould write bills for the value of the funis which are due to the troops,

and which they diftribute to each foldicr. On thefe bills is infcribed, that they bear

the value of fuch or fuch a fum, till next October; and they are figned by the inten-

dant, or the commiflTary ; and in the interval they bear the value of money. In the

month of October, at a certain ftated time, every one brings the bills in his pofleflion

to the intendstnt at Quebec, or the commiflary at Montreal, who exchanges them for

bills of exchange upon France, which are paid there in lawful money, at the King's

exchequer, as foon as they are prefented. If the money is not yet wanted, the bill

may be kept till next Oiflober, when it may be exchanged by one of thofe gentlemen,

for a bill upon France. The paper money can only be delivered in October, and ex-

changed for bills upon France. They are of different values, and fome do not exceed

a livre, and perhaps fome are flill lefs. Towards autumn, when the merchants' fhips

come in froni France, the merchants endeavour to get as many bills as they can, and
change them for bills upon the French treafury. Thefe bills are partly printed, fpaces

being left for the name, fum, &c. ; bat the firft bill, or paper currency is all wrote, and

is therefore fubjed to be counterfeited, which has fometimes been done ; but the great

punilhments which have been inflicted upon the authors of thefe forged bills, and which
generally are capital, have deterred people from attempting it again) fo that examples

of this kind are very fcarce at prefent. As there is a great want of fmall coin here, the

buyers or fellers were frequently obliged to fulFer a fmail lofs, and could pay no inter-

mediate prices between one livre and two *.

They commonly give one hundred and fifty livres a year to a faithful and diligent

footman, and to a maid-fervant of the fame charafter one hundred livres. A journey-

man to an artifl gets three or four livres a day, and a common labouring man get?

thirty or forty fols a day. The fcarcity of labouring people occafions the wages to be fq

high ; for almofl: every body finds it fo eafy to fet up as a farmer in this uncultivated

country, where he can live well, and at a fmall expence, that he does not care to ferve

and work for others.

Montreal is the fecond town in Canada, in regard to fize and wealth ; but it is the

firfl: on account of its fine fituation, and mild climate. Somewhat above the town, the

river St. Lawrence divides into feveral branches, and by that means forms feveral

iflands, and among which the ifle of Montreal is the greatefl. It is ten French miles

long, and near four broad, in its broadefl; part. The town of Montreal is built on the

eafliern fide of the ifland, and clofe to one of the mofl: confiderable branches of the river

St. Lawrence ; and thus it receives a very pleafant and advantageous fituation. The
town has a quadrangular form, or rather it is a rectangular parallelogram, the long and

* The fol is the lowed coin in Canada, and is about the value of a penny in the Englifh colonies. .\ livre,

or franc, (for they are both the fame) contains twenty fols ; and three livres, or francs, make an ecu, or

crovvn.
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eaftem fide of which extends along the great branch of the river. On the other fide

it is furrounded with excellent corn-fields, charming meadows, and delightful woods.

It has got the name of Montreal from a great mountain, about half a mile weftwards of

the town, and lifting its head far above the woods. Monfieur Cartier, one of the firfl:

Frenchmen who furveyed Canada more accurately, called this mountain fo, on his

arrival in this ifland, in the year 1535, when he vifited the mountain, and the Indian

town Hofhelaga near it. The priefts who, according to the Roman Catholic way,

would call every place in this country after fome faint or other, calling Montreal,

Ville Marie, but they have not been able to make this name general, for it has always

kept its firfl; name. It is pretty well fortified, and furrounded with a high and thick

wall. On the eaft fide it has the river St. Lawrence, and on all the other fides a deep

ditch filled with water, which fecures the inhabitants againft all danger from the fud-

den incurfions of the enemy's troops. However, it cannot long ftand a regular fiege,

becaufe it requires a great garrifon, on account of its extent ; and becaufe it confifts

chiefly of wooden houfes. Here are feveral churches, of which I fhall only mention

that belonging to the friars of the order of St. Sulpitius, that of the Jefuits, that of the

Francifcan friars, that belonging to the nunnery, and that of the hofpital ; of which

the firfl is however by far the finefl, both in regard to its outward and inward orna-

ments, not only in this place, but in all Canada. The priefts of the feminary of

St. Sulpitius have a fine large houfe, where they live together. The college of the

Francifcan friars is likewife fpacious, and has good walls, but it is not fo magnificent as

the former. The college of the Jefuits is fmall, but well built. To each of thefe

three buildings are annexed fine large gardens, for the amufement, health, and ufe of

the communities to which they belong. Some of the houfes in the town are built of

ftone, but moft of them are of timber, though very neatly built. Each of the better

fort of houfes has a door towards the ftreet, with a feat on each fide of it, for amufe-

ment and recreation in the morning and evening. The long flreets are broad and ftrait,

and divided at right angles by the fhort ones : fome are paved, but moft of them very

uneven. The gates of the town are numerous ; on the eaft fide of the town to-

wards the river are five, two great and three lefler ones ; and on the other fide are

likewife feveral. The governor-general of Canada, when he is at Montreal, refides in

the caflle, which the government hires for that purpofe of the family of Vaudreuil j

but the governor of Montreal is obliged to buy or hire a houfe in town ; though I was

told, that the government contributed towards paying the rents.

In the town is a nunnery, and without its walls half a one j for though the laft was

quite ready, however, it had not yet been confirmed by the pope. In the firfl they do

not receive every girl that offers herfelf ; for their parents muft pay about five hundred

ecus, or crowns, for them. Some indeed are admitted for three hundred ecus, but

they are obliged to ferve thofe who pay more than they. No poor girls are taken

in.

The King has eredled a hofpital for fick foldiers here. The fick perfon there is pro-

vided with every thing he wants, and the King pays twelve fols every day for his ftay,

attendance, &c. The furgcons are paid by the King. When an officer is brought to

this hofpital, who is fallen fick in the fervice of the crown, he receives vi£tuals and

attendance gratis : but if he has got a ficknefs in the execution of his private concerns,

and comes to be cured here, he mufl pay it out of his own purfe. When there is

room enough in the hofpital, they likewife take in fome of the fick inhabitants of the

town and country. They have the medicines, and the attendance of the furgeons,

gratis, but muft pay twelve fols per day for meat, &c.

10 Every
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Every Friday is a market-day, when tlie country people come to the town with pro-
vifioiis, and thofe who want them mufl: fiipply themfelves on that day, becaufe it is

the only market-day in the whole week. On that day likewife a number of Indians
come to town, to fell their goods, and buy others.

The declination of the magnetic needle was here ten degrees and thirty-eight minutes
weft. Mr. Gillion, one of the priefts here, who had a particular tafte for mathematics
and aflronomy, had drawn a meridian in the garden of the fcminary, which he faid he
had examined repeatedly by the fun and ftars, and found to be very cxa£l. I com-
pared my compafs with it, taking care that no iron was near it, and found its declination

juft the fame as that w hich I have before mentioned.

According to Monfieur Gilllon's obfervations, the latitude of Montreal is forty-five

degrees and twenty-feven minutes.

Monfieur Pontarion, another prieft, had made thermometrlcal obfervations in Mont-
real, from the beginning of this year 1749. He made ufe of Reaumur's thermometer,
which he placed fometimes in the window half open, and fometimes in one quite open,
and accordingly it will feldom mark the greatcft degree of cold in the air. However,
I ihall give a Ihort abftrad of his obfervations for the winter months. In January the
greateft cold was on the i8th day of the month, when the Reaumurian thermometer
was twenty-three degrees below the freezing point. The leaft degree of cold was on
the 31ft of the fame month, when it was juft at the freezing point, but moft of the
days of this month it was from twelve to fifteen degrees below the freezing point. In
February the greateft cold was on the 19th and 25th, when the thermometer was four-

teen degrees below the freezing point; and the leaft was on the 3d day of that month,
when it rofe eight degrees above the freezing point ; but it was generally eleven degrees
below it. In March the greateft cold was on the 3d, when it was ten degrees below the

freezing point, and on the 22d, 23d, and 24th, it was mildeft, being fifteen degrees

above it : in general it was four degrees below it. In April the greateft degree of cold

happened on the 7th, the thermometer being five degrees below the freezing point ; the

25th was the mildeft day, it being twenty degrees above the freezing point ; but in

general it was twelve degrees above it. Thefe are the contents chiefly of Monfieur
Pontarion's obfervations during thofe months ; but I found, by the manner he made
his obfervations, that the cold had every day been from four to fix degrees greater than

he had marked it. He had likewife marked in his journal, that the ice in the river

St. Lawrence broke on the 3d of April at Montreal, and only on the 20th day of that

month at Quebec. On the 3d of May fome trees began to flower at Montreal, and on
the 1 2th the hoary froft was fo great, that the trees were quite covered with it, as with

fnow. The ice in the river clofe to this town is every winter above a French foot

thick, and fometimes it is two of fuch feet, as I was informed by all whom I «

confulted on that head.

Several of the friars here told me, that the fummers were remarkably longer in Ca-
nada, fince its cultivation, than they ufed to be before ; it begins earlier, and ends later.

The winters, on the other hand, are much fliorter j but the friars were of opinion,

that they were as hard as formerly, though they were not of the fame duration ; and
likewife, that the fummer at prefent was no hotter than it ufed to be. The coldeft

winds at Montreal are thofe from the north and north-weft.

Aug. 2d. Early this morning we left Montreal, and went in a bateau on our jour-

ney to Quebec, in company with the fecond major of Montreal, M. de Sermonville.

We fell down the river St. Lawrence, which was here pretty broad on our left ; on the

north-weft fide was the ifle of Montreal, and on the right a number of other ifles, and

4 L 2 the
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the fhore. The ifle of Montreal was clofely inhabited along the river ; and it was very

plain, and the rifing land near the fhore confifted of pure mould, and was between

three or four yards high. The woods were cut down along the river-fide, for the

diflance of an Erglifh mile. The dwelling-houfes were built of wood, or ftone, indif-

criminately, and white-waflied on the outfide. The other buildings, fuch as barns,

ftables, &c. were all of wood. The ground next to the river was turned either into

corn-fields or meadows. Now and then we perceived churches on both fides of the

river, the fteeples of which were generally on that fide of the church which looked

towards the river, becaufe they are not obliged here to put the fteeples on the weft end

of the churches. Within fix French miles of Montreal we faw fevcral iflands of

different fizes on the river, and moft of them were inhabited ; and if fome of them

were without houfes on them, they were fometiraes turned into corn-fields, but gene-

rally into meadows. We faw no mountains, hills, rocks, or ftones to-day, the country

being flat throughout, and confifting of pure mould.

All the farms in Canada ftand feparate from each other, fo that each farmer has his

pofleiTions entirely diftinft from thoie of his neighbour. Each church, it is true, has a

little village near it ; but that confifts chiefly of the parfonage, a fchool for the boys and

girls of the place, and of the houfes of tradefmen, but rarely of farm-houfes ; and if

that was the cafe, yet their fields were feparated. The farm-houfes hereabouts are

generally built all along the rifing banks of the river, either clofe to the water or at

fome diftance from it, and about three or four arpens from each other. To fome

farms are annexed fmall orchards : but they are in general without them ; however,

almoft every farmer has a kitchen-garden.

I have been told by all thofe who have made journies to the fouthern parts of Canada,

and to the river MiififTippi, that the woods there abound with peach-trees, which bear

excellent fruit, and that the Indians of thofe parts fay, that thofe trees have been there

lince time immemorial.

The farm-houfes are generally built of ftone, but fometimes of timber, and have

three or four rooms. The windows are feldom of glafs, but moft frequently of paper.

They have iron ftoves in one of the rooms, and chimnies in the reft. The roofs are

covered with boards. The crevices and chinks are filled up with clay. The other

buildings are covered with ftraw.

There are feveral crofles put up by the road fide, which is parallel to the fliorcs of

the river. Thefe crofTes are very common in Canada, and are put up to excite devotion

in the traveller. They are made of wood, five or fix yards high, and proportionally

broad. In that fide which looks towards the road is a fquare hole, in which they

place an image of our Saviour, the crofs, or of the holy Virgin, with the child in her

arms ; and before that they put a piece of glafs, to prevent its being fpoiled by the

weather. Thofe crolTes, which are not far from churches, are very much adorned,

and they put up about them all the inftruments which they think the Jews employed

in crucifying our Saviour, fuch as a hammer, tongs, nails, a flafk of vinegar, and per-

haps many more than were really made ufe of. A figure of the cock, which crowed

when St. Peter denied our Lord, is commonly put at the top of the crofs.

The country on both fides was very delightful to-day, and the fine ftate of its cultiva-

tion added greatly to the beauty of the fcene. It could really be called a village,

beginning at Montreal, and ending at Quebec, which is a diftance of more than one
hundred and eighty miles ; for the farm-houfes are never above five arpens, and fome-
times but three, afunder, a few places excepted. The profpe£t is exceedingly beautiful,

when the river goes on for fome miles together in a ftrait line, becaufe it then

4 lliortens
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Shortens the dlflances between the houfes, and makes them form exaftly one continued
village.

All the women in the country, without exception, wear caps of fome kind or other.

Their jackets are fhort, and fo are their petticoats, which fcarce reach down to the
middle of their legs ; and they have a filver crofs hanging down on the breail:. In

general they are very laborious ; however, I faw fome, who, like the Englifh women in

the colonies, did nothing but prattle all the day. When they have any thing to do within

doors, they (cfpeciaily the girls) commonly fing fongs, in which the words Amour and
Cceur are very frequent. In the country it is ufual, that when the hulband receives a
vifit from perlbns of rank, and dines with them, his wife Hands behind and ferves him •

but in the towns, the ladies are more diftinguifhed, and would willingly ail'ume an equal,

if not a fuperior, power to their hufbands. When they go out of doors they wear
long cloaks, which cover all their other clothes, and are either grey, brown, or blue.

The men fometimes make ufe of them, when they are obliged to go in the rain. The
women have the advantage of being in a difliabille under thefe cloaks, without any
body's perceiving it.

We fometimes faw wind-mills near the farms. They were generally built of ftone .

with a roof of boards, which, together with its flyers, could be turned to the wind
occafionally.

The breadth of the river was not always equal to-day ; in the narrowefl: place it was
about a quarter of an Englifh mile broad ; in other parts it was near two Englilh miles.

The fhore was fometimes high and fleep, and fometimes low, or floping.

At three o'clock this afternoon we palled by the river, which falls into the river

St. Lawrence, and comes from Lake Champlain, in the middle of which latter is a iar"-e

ifland. The yachts which go between Montreal and Quebec, go on the fouth-ca(l:

fide of this ifland, becaufe it is deeper there ; but the boats prefer the north-weft fide,

becaufe it is nearer, and yet deep enough for them. Befides this ifland there are

feveral more hereabouts, which are all inhabited. Somewhat further, the country on
both fides the river is uninhabited, till we come to the lac St. Pierre ; becaufe it is

fo low, as to be quite overflowed at certain times of the year. To make up for this

deficiency, the country, I am told, is as thickly inhabited further from the river, as we
found it along the banks of the river.

Lac St. Pierre is a part of the river St. Lawrence, which is fo broad that we could
hardly fee any thing but fky and water before us, and I was every where told, that it is

feven French miles long, and three broad. From the middle of this lake as it is called,

you fee a large high country in the weft, v/hich appears above the woods. In the lake

are many places covered with a kind of rufli, or fcirpus palufi:ris, Linn. There are no
houfes in fight on either fide of the lake, becaufe the land is rather too low there ; and
in fpring the water rifes fo high, that they may go with boats between the trees.

However, at fome difliance from the fhores, where the ground is higher, the farms are

clofe together. We faw no iflands in the lake this afternoon, but the next day we met
with fome.

Late in the evening we left lake St. Fierre, and rowed up a little river called Riviere

de Loup, in order to come to a houfe where v/e might pafs the night. Having rowed
about an Englifh mile, we found the country inhabited on both fides of the river. Its

fhores are high ; but the country in general is flat. We paffed the night in a farm-

houfe. The territory of Montreal extends to this place; but here begins the jurifdic-

rion of the governor of Trois Rivieres, to which place they reckon eight French miles

from hence.
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Aug. 3d. At five o'clock in the morning we fet out again, and firfl; rowed down

the little river till we came into the lake St. Pierre, which we went downwards. After

we had gone a good way, we perceived a high chain of mountains in the north-weft,

which were very much elevated above the low, flat country. The north-weft fhore of

lake St. Pierre was now in general very clofely inhabited ; but on the fouth-eaft fide we

faw no houfes, and only a country covered with woods, which is fometimes faid to be

under water, but behind which there are, as I am told, a great number of farms.

Towards the end of the lake, the river went into its proper bounds again, being not

above a mile and a half broad, and afterwards it grows ftill narrower. From the end

of lake St. Pierre to Trois Rivieres, they reckon three French miles, and about

eleven o'clock in the morning we arrived at the latter place, where we attended divine

fervice.

Trois Rivieres is a little market town, which had the appearance of a large village
;

it is however reckoned among the three great towns of Canada, which are Quebec,

Montreal, and Trois Rivieres. It is faid to lie in the middle between the two firft,

and thirty French miles diftant from each. The town is built on the north fide of the

river St. Lawrence, on a flat, elevated fand, and its fituation is very pleafant. On one

fide the river pafles by, which is here an Englifti mile and a half broad. On the other

fide, are fine corn-fields, though the foil is very much mixed with fand. In the town

are two churches of ftone, a nunnery, and a houfe for the friars of the order of

St. Francis. This town is likewife the feat of the third governor in Canada, whofe

houfe is likewife of ftone. Moft of the other houfes are of timber, a fingle ftory high,

tolerably well built, and ftand very much afunder ; and the ftreets are crooked. The

fhore here confifts of fand, and the rifing grounds along it are pretty high. When the

wind is very violent here, it raifes the fand, and blows it about the ftreets, making it

very troublefome to walk in them. The nuns, which are about twenty-two in number,

are reckoned very ingenious in all kinds of needle-work. This town formerly flouriflied

more than any other in Canada, for the Indians brought their goods to it from all fides

;

but fince that time they go to Montreal and Quebec, and to the Englifli, on account of

their wars with the Iroquefe, or five nations, and for feveral other reafons, fo that this

town is at prefent very much reduced by it. Its prefent inhabitants live chiefly by

agriculture, though the neighbouring iron-works may ferve in fome meafure to fupport

them. About an Englifli mile below the town, a great river falls into the river

St. Lawrence, but firft divides into three branches, fo that it appears as if three rivers

difembogued themfelves there. This has given occafion to call the river and this town,

Trois Rivieres (the Three Rivers.)

The tide goes about a French mile above Trois Rivieres, though it is fo trifling as to

be hardly obfervable. But about the equinoxes, and at the new moons and full moons

in fpring and autumn, the difference between the higheft and loweft water is two feet.

Accordingly the tide in this river goes very far up, for from the above-mentioned place

to the fea they reckon about a hundred and fifty French miles.

Whilft my company were refting, I went on horfeback to view the iron-work. The

country which I paflcd through was pretty high, fandy, and generally flat. I faw neither

ftones nor mountains here.

The iron-work, which is the only one in this country, lies three miles to the weft of

Trois Rivieres. Here are two great forges, befides two lefler ones to each of the great

ones, and under the fame roof with them. The bellows were made of wood, and

every thing elfe, as it is in Swedifli forges. The melting ovens ftand clofe to the forges,

and are the fame as ours. The ore is got two French miles and a half from the iron

works
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works, and is carried thither on fledges. It is a kind of moor ore *, which lies in

veins, within fix inches or a foot from the furface of the ground. Each vein is from
fix to eighteen inches deep, and below it is a white fand. The veins are furrounded
with this fand on both fides, and covered at the top with a thin mould. The ore is

pretty rich and lies in loofe lumps in the veins, of the fize of two fiflis, though there

are a few which are near eighteen inches thick. Thefe lumps are full of holes which
are filled with ochre. The ore is fo foft that it may be cruflicd betwixt the fingers.

They make- ufe of a grey lime-ftone, which is broke in the neighbourhood, for pro-

moting the fufibility of the ore; to that purpofe they likewife employ a clay marie,

which is found near this place. Charcoals are to be had in great abundance here,

becaufe all the country round this place is covered with woods, which have never been
ftirred. The charcoals from ever-green trees, that is, from the fir kind, are beft for

the forge, but thofe of deciduous trees are beft for the fmelting oven. The iron which
is here made, was to me defcribed as foft, pliable, and tough, and is faid to have the

quality of not being attacked by ruft fo eafily as other iron ; and in this point there

appears a great difference between the Spanifli iron and this in fhip building. This
iron-work was firft founded in 1737, by private perfons, who afterwards ceded it to

the king ; they caft cannon and mortars here of different fizes, iron ftoves, which are

in ufe all over Canada, kettles, &c., not to mention the bars which are made here.

They have likewife tried to make fteel here, but cannot bring it to any great perfeQion,

becaufe they are unacquainted with the beft manner of preparing it. Here are many
officers and overfeers, who have very good houfes, built on purpofe for them. It is

agreed on all hands, that the revenues of the iron-work do not pay the expences which
the king muft every year be at in maintaining it. They lay the fault on the bad ftate

of population, and fay that the few inhabitants in the country have enough to do with

agriculture, and that it therefore cofts great trouble and large fums to get a fufficient

number of workmen. But however plaufible this may appear, yet it is furprifing that

the king fliould be a lofer in carrying on this work ; for the ore is eafily broken, very

near the iron-work, and very fufible. The iron is good, and can be very conveniently

difperfed over the country. This is moreover the only iron-work in the country,

from which every body muft fupply himfelf with iron tools, and what other iron he
wants. But the officers and fervants belonging to the iron-work, appear to be in very
affluent circumftances. A river runs down from the iron-work into the river St. Law-
rence, by which all the iron can be fent in boats throughout the country at a low rate.

In the evening I returned again to Trois Rivieres.

Aug. 4th. At the dawn of day we left this place and went on towards Quebec.
We found the land on the north fide of the river fomewhat elevated, fandy, and clofely

inhabited along the water-fide. The fouth-eaft fliore, we were told, is equally well

inhabited ; but the woods along that fliore prevented our feeing the houfes, which are

built further up in the country, the land clofe to the river being fo low as to be fubjeft

to annual inundations. Near Trois Rivieres, the river grows fomewhat narrow ; but it

enlarges again, as foon as you come a little below that place, and has the breadth of
above two Englifli miles.

As we went on, we faw feveral churches of ftone, and often very well built ones.

The ftiores of the river are clofely inhabited for about three quarters of an Englifli mile

• Tophus tubalcainij Linn. Syft. Nat. III. p. 187, n. 5. Mineia ferri fubaquofa nigro caerulefcens.

Wall. Mintral. p. 263. Gerrr.. Ed. p. 340. n. 3. Iron ochrts in the rtiape of ciiiftsj are fometimcs
cavernous, as the brufh ore. Forftcr's Mineral, p. 48,

up
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up the country ; but beyond that, the woods and the wildernefs increafe. All the

rivulets falling into the river St. Lawrence are likewife well inhabited on both fides. I

obferved throughout Canada, that the cultivated lands lie only along the river

St. Lawrence, and the other rivers in the country, the environs of towns excepted,

round which the country is all cultivated and inhabited within the diftance of

twelve or eighteen Englilh miles. The great iflands in the river are likewife

inhabited.

The fliores of the river now became higher, more oblique and fteep, however they

confifted chiefly of earth. Now and then fome rivers, or great brooks, fall into the

river St. Lawrence, among which one of the moft confiderable is the Riviere Puante,

which unites to the fouth-eaft fide with the river St. Lawrence, about two French miles

below Trois Rivieres, and has on its banks, a little way from its mouth, a town called

Becancourt, which is wholly inhabited by Abenakee Indians, who have been converted

to the Roman Catholic religion, and have Jefuits among them. At a great diftance,

on the north-weft fide of the river, we faw a chain of very high mountains, running from

north to fouth, elevated above the reft of the country, which is quite flat here without

any remarkable hills,

Here were feveral lime kilns along the river ; and the lime-ftone employed in them

is broke in the neighbouring high grounds. It is compad and grey, and the lime it

yields is pretty white.

The fields here are generally fown with wheat, oats, maize, and peafe. Gourds and

water-melons are planted in abundance near the farms.

A humming bird (trochillus colubris) flew among the buflies, in a place where we
landed to-day. The French call it oifeau mouche, and fay it is pretty common in Canada

;

and 1 have feen it fince feveral times at Quebec.

About five o'clock in the afternoon we were obliged to take our night's lodgings

on fhore, the wind blowing very ftrong againft us, and being attended with rain. I

found that the nearer we came to Quebec, the more open and free from woods was

the country. The place where we pafled the night is diftant from Quebec twelve

French miles.

They have a very peculiar method of catching fiih near the fhore here. They place

hedges along the fliore, made of tvvifted oziers, fo clofe that no fifli can get through

them, and from one foot to a yard high, according to the different depth of the water.

For this purpofe they choofe fuch places where the water runs oif during the ebb, and

leaves the hedges quite dry. Within this inclofure they place feveral wheels, or fifh-

traps, in the form of cylinders, but broader below. They are placed upright, and are

about a yard high, and two feet and a half wide : on one fide near the bottom is an

entrance for the fifties, made of twigs, and foinetimes of yarn made into a net.

Oppofite to this entrance, on the other fide of the wheel, looking towards the lower

part of the river, is another entrance, like the firft, and leading to a box of boards

about four feet long, two deep, and two broad. Near each of the wheels is a hedge,

leading obliquely to the long hedge, and making an acute angle with it. This latter

hedge is made in order to lead the fifh into the trap, and it is placed on that end of the

long hedge which looks towards the upper part of the river ; now when the tide

coir.cs up the river, the fifli, and chiefly <he eels, go up with it along the river fide
;

when the water begins to ebb, the fifti likewife go down the river, and meeting with

the hedges, they fwim along them, till they come through the wheels into the boxes

of boards, at the top of which there is a hole with a cover, through which the fifli

could
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could be taken out. This apparatus is chiefly made on account of the eels. In fome
places hereabouts they place nets inflcad of the hedges of twigs.

The fliores of the river now confifted no more of pure earth ; but of a fpccics of

flate. They are very flieep, and nearly perpendicular here, and the flates ot which

they confift are black, with a brown call ; and divifible into thin (hivers, no thicker

than the back of a knife. Thefe flutes moulder as foon as they are expofed to the open

air, and the fliore is covered with grains of rnial! fund, which are nothing but particles

of fuch mouldered flates. Some of the ilrata run horizontal, others obliquely, dipping

to the fouth, and rifmg to the north, and fometimes the contrary way. Sometimes

they form bendings hke large femicircles : fometimes a perpendicular line cuts off the

ftrata, to the depth of two feet ; and the flates on both fides of the line form a perpen-

dicular and fmooth wall. In fome places hereabouts, they find amonglt the flates a

flratum about four inches thick of a grey, compact, but pretty foft lime-Jtone, of

which the Indians for many centuries have made, and the French at prefent flill make,
tobacco-pipes *.

Augull 5th. This morning we continued our journey by rowing, the contrary

wind hindering us from failing. The appearance ot the fliorcs was the fame as yeffer-

day ; they were high, pretty fteep, and quite perpendicular ; and confided of the black

flate before defcribed. The country at the top was a plain without eminences, and

clofely inhabited along the river, for about the fpace of an Englifli mile and a half inland.

Here are no iflandsin this part of the river, but feveral ftony places, perceptible at low

water only, which have feveral times proved fatal to travellers. The breadth of the

river varies ; in fome parts it was a little more than three quarters of a mile, in others

half a mile, and in fome above two miles. The inhabitants made ufe of the fame

method of catching eels along the fhores here, as that which I have jufl: before

mentioned. In many places they make ufe of nets made of ofiers inftead of the

hedge.

Bugs (cimex leftularius) abound in Canada ; and I met with them in every place where

I lodged, both in the towns and country, and the people know of no other remedy for

them than patience.

The crickets fgryllus domefticus) are alfo abundant in Canada, efpecially in the

country, where thefe difagreeable guefts lodge in the chiuinies ; nor are they uncommon
in the towns. They flay here both furamer and winter, and frequently cut cloths in

pieces for paftime.

The cock-roaches (blatta orientalis) have never been found in the houfes here.

The fliores of the river grow more floping as you come nearer to Quebec. To the

northward appears a high ridge of mountains. About two French miles and a half

from Quebec the river becomes very narrow, the lliorcs being within the reach of a

mufket-fliot from each other. The country on both fides was floping, hilly, covered

with trees, and had many fmall rocks ; the Ihore was fl:ony. About four o'clock in

the afternoon v^e happily arrived at Oucbcc. The city does not appear till one is clofe

to it, the profpeft being intercepted by a high mountain on the fouth fide. However,

a part of the fortifications appear at a good diftance, being fituate on the fame moun-
tain. As foon as the foldiers, who were with us, iaw Quebec, they called out, that

* This lime-done teems to be a marie, or rather a kind of Itcne-marl': for there is a wliitifli kind of it

in the Krim Tartary, and near Stiv.i or Tiicbes, in Greece, which is employed l»y the Tuiks and Tartars

for making heads of pipes, and that from the firlt place is c.illed KcftVkil, and in '.h« latter, ScaScum : it

may be very eafily cut, but grows harder in lime. F.
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all thofe who had never been there before fhould be ducked, if they did not pay fbrrre-

thing to releafe thcmfelves. This cuflotn even the governor-general of Canada is-

obliged to fubniit to, on his firft journey to Montreal. We did not care when we came
in fight of this town to be exempted from this old cuftom, which is very advantageous

to the rowers, as it enables them to fpend a merry evening on their arrival at Quebec,
after their troublefome labour.

Immediately after my arrival, the officer who had accompanied me from iVIontreal,.

led me to the palace of the then vice-governor-general of Canada, the Marquis la

Gali(ronni2re, a nobleman of uncommon qualities, who behaved towards me with

extraordinary goodnefs, during the time he ftaid in this country. He had already

ordered fome apartments to be got ready for me, and took care to provide me with

every thing I wanted ; befides honouring me fo far to invite me to his table, almofl

every day I was in town.

Auguil 6th. Quebec, the chief city in Canada, lies on the weflem (hore of the

river St. Lawrence, clofe to the water's edge, on a neck of land, bounded by that

river on the eafl; fide, and by the river St. Charles on the north fide ; the mountain,,

on which the town is built, rifes ftill higher on the fouth fide, and behuid it begin

great paftures ; and the fame mountain likewife extends a good way weflward. The
city is diftinguifhed into the lower and the upper *. The lower lies on the river eaft-

ward of the upper. The neck of land I mentioned before, was formed by the dirt and
filth, which had from time to time been accumulated there, and by a rock which lay

that way, not by any gradual diminution of the water. The upper city lies above the
other, on a high hill, and takes up five or fix times the fpace of the lower, though ft

is not quite fo populous. The mountain, on which the upper city is fituated, reaches

above the houfes of the lower city. Notwithftanding the latter are three or four (lories

high, and the view, from the palace of the lower city (part of which is immediately

under it) is enough to caufe a fwimming oftheh^ad. There is only one eafy way of
getting to the upper city, and there part of the mountain has been blown up. This
road is very fteep, notwithftanding it is made winding and ferpentine. However, they

go up and down it in cai-riages, and with waggons. All the other roads up the moun-
tain are fo fteep, that it is very difficult to clime to the top of them. Moft of the

merchants live in the lower city, where the houfes are built very clofe together. The
ftreets in it are narrow, very rugged, and almoft always wet. There is likewife a
church, and a finall market-place. The upper city is inhabited by people of quality,

by feveral perfons belonging to the different offices, by tradelmen, and others. In this

part are the chief buildings of the town, among which the following are worthy parti-

cular notice.

I. The palace is fituated on the weft or fteepeft fide of the mountain, juft above

the lower city. It is not properly a palace, but a large building of ftone, two ftories

high, extending north and fouth. On the weft fide of it is a court-yard, furrounded

partly with a wall, and partly with houfes. On the eaft fide, or towards the river, is

a gallery as long as the whole building, and about two fathom broad, paved with

fmooth flags, and included on the outfides by iron rails, from whence the city and the

river exhibit a charming profpcdt. This gallery ferves as a very agreeable walk after

dinner, and thofe who come to fpeak with the governor-general wait here till he is at

leifure. The palace is the lodging of the governor-general of Canada, and a number
of foldiers mount the guard before it, both at the gate and in the court-yard j and

• La haute villc and la bafTc ville,

'i when
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when the governor, or the bifliop, comes in or goes out, they mufl: all appear in

arips, and beat the drum. The governor-general has his own chapel where he hears

prayers ; however he often goes to mafs at the church of the Recolets *, which Is very-

near the palace.

II. The churches in this town are feven or eight in number, and all built of (tone.

1. The cathedral church is on the right hand, coming from the lower to the upper

city, fomowhat beyond the bifliop's houfc. The people were at prefent employed in

ornamenting it. 'On its weft fide is a round ftceple, with two divlfions, in the lower

of which are fome bells. The pulpit, and fome other parts within the church, are

gilt. The feats are very fine.

2. The Jefuits church is built in the form of a crofs, and has a round fteeple.

This is the only church that has a clock, and I fhall mention it more particularly

below.

3. The Recolets church is oppofite the gate of the palace, on the weft fide, looks

well, and has a pretty high pointed fteeple, with a divifion below for the bells.

4. The church of the Urfulines has a round fpire.

5. The church of the hofpital.

6. The bifliop's chapel.

7. The church in the lower city was built in 1690, after the town had been deli-

vered from the Englifh, and is called Notre Dame de la Viftoire. It has a fmall fteeple

in the middle of the roof, fquare at the bottom, and round at the top.

8. The little chapel of the governor-general may likewife be ranked amongft thefe

churches.

III. The bifliop's houfe is the firft, on the right hand, coming from the lower to the

upper town. It is a fine large building, furrounded by an extenfive court-yard and

kitchen garden on one fide, and by a wall on the other.

IV. The college of the Jefuits, which I will defcribe more particularly. It has a

much more noble appearance, in regard to its fize and architefture, than the palace it-

felf, and would be proper for a palace, if it had a more advantageous fituation. It is

about four times as large as the palace, and is the fineft building in town. It ftands on

the north fide of a market, on the fouth fide of which is the cathedral.

V. The houfe of the Recolets lies to the weft, near the palace and dire£lly over

againft it, and confifts of a fpacious building, with a large orchard, and kitchen garden.

The houfe is two ftories high ; in each ftory is a narrow gallery with rooms and halls

on one or both fides.

VI. The Hotel de Dieu, where the fick are taken care of, fiiall be defcribed in the

fequel. The nuns that ferve the fick, are of the Auguftine order.

VII. The houfe of the clergy f is a large building, on thenorth-eaft fide of the ca-

thedral. Here is on one fide a fpacious court, and on the other towards the river, a

great orchard, and kitchen garden. Of all the buildings in the town none has fo fine

a profpett as that in the garden belonging to this houfe, which lies on the high fliore,

and looks a good way down the river. The Jefuits, on the other hand, have the worft,

and hardly any profpect at all from their college, nor have the Recolets any fine views

from their houfe. In this building all the clergy of Quebec lodge with their fupcrior.

They have large pieces of land in feveral parts of Canada, prefented to them by the

government, from which they derive a very plentiful income.

• A kind of Fraiicifcan frisrs, called Ordo Sti. Franclfci Ihiftioris obfervantise.

+ Le Seminaire.

4 M 2 VIII. The
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VIII. The convent of the Urfuline nuns fhall be mentioned in the fequel.

Thefe are all the chief public buildings in the town, but to th% north-weft, jufl; before

the town, is

IX. The houfe of the intendant, a public building, whofe fize makes it fit for a palace.

It is covered with tin, and flands in a fecond lower town, fituated fouthward upon
the river St. Charles. It has a large and fine garden on its north fide. In this houfe

all the deliberations concerning this province are held ; and the gentlemen who have

the management of the police and the civil power meet here, and the intendant gene-

rally prefides. In affairs of great confequence the governor-general is likewife here.

On one fide of this hoijfe is the ftore-houfe of the crown, and on the other the

prifon.

Moft of the houfes in Quebec are built of flone, and in the upper city they are ge-

nerally but one itory high, the public buildhigs excepted. I faw a few wooden houfes

in the town, but they muft not be rebuilt when decayed. The houfes and churches

in the city are not built of bricks, but the black lime-flates of which the mountain

confifts, whereon Quebec flands. When thefe lime-flates are broke at a good depth

in the mountain, they look very compaift at firft, and appear to have no fhivers, or

lamcllfE, at all ; but after being expol'cd awhile to the air, they feparate into thin leaves.

Thefe flates are foft, and eafily cut ; and the city-walls, together with the garden-walls,

confift chiefly of them. The roofs of the public buildings are covered with common
flates, which are brought from France, becaufe there are none in Canada.

The flated roofs have for fome years withftood the changes of air and weather, with-

out fuffering any damage. The private houfes have roofs of boards, which are laid

parallel to the Ipars, and fometimes to the eaves, or fometimes obliquely. The corners

of houfes are made of a grey fmall-grained lime-ftone, which has a llrongfmell, like the

flink-flone *, and the windows are generally cnchafed with it. This lime-ftone is more
ufeful in thofe places than the lime-flates, which always fhiver in the air. The oiitfides

of the houfes are generally white-wafhed. The windows are placed on the inner fide of

the walls ; for they have fometimes double windows in winter. The middle roof has

two, or at moft three fpars, covered with boards only. The rooms are warmed in

winter by fmalliron ftoves, which are removed in fummer. The floors are very dirty

in every houfe, and have all the appearance of being cleaned but once every year.

The powder magazine ftands on the fummit of the mountain, on which the city is

built, and fouthward of the palace.

The ftreets in the upper city have a fuflicient breadth, but are very rugged, on ac-

count of the rock on which it lies ; and this renders them very difagret able and trou-

blefome, both to foot-palfengers and carriages. The black lime-flates baflet out and

projeft every where into fharp angles, which cut the fhoes in pieces. The ftreets crofs

other at all angles, and are very crooked.

The many great orchards and kitchen-gardens near the houfe of the Jefuits, and

other public and private buildings, make the town appear very large, though the num-
ber of houfes it contains is not very confiderablc. Its extent from fouth to north is

faid to be about fix hundred toifes, and from the ftiore of the river along the lower

town, to the weftern wall, between three hundred and fifty and four hundred toifes.

It muft be here obfervcd, that this fpacc is not yet wholly inhabited ; for on the weft

and fouth fide, along the town walls, are large pieces of land without any buildings on

• Nitrum fuillum. Lynn. Syfl. III. p. 86. Lapis fuillus piifmaticiis, 'Waller. Mineral, p. 59. a. i.

Stiiik-donc, For(Ui'« liilrod. to Mineralogy, p. /).o.

them.
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them, and deflined to be built upon In future times, when the number of inhabitants

will be increafed in Quebec.

The bifhop, whofe fee is in the city, is the only bifhop in Canada. His diocefe ex-

tends to Louifiana, on the Mexican gulf fouthward, and to the South Seas weftward.

No bifhop, the Pope excepted, ever had a more extenfive diocefe. But his fpiritual

flock is very inconfiderable at fome diftance from Quebec, and his flieep are often many
hundred miles diflant from each other.

Quebec is the only fea-port and trading town in all Canada, and from thence all the

produce of the country is exported. The port is below the town in the river, which is

thereabout a quarter of a French mile broad, twenty-five fathoms deep, and itsgi-ound

is very good for anchoring. The fhips are fecured from all florms in this port ; how-
ever the north-eafl wind is the worft, bccaufe it can aft more powerfully. When I

arrived here, I reckoned thirteen great and fmall veflels, and they expcfted more to

come in. But it is to be remarked, that no other fhips than French ones can come
into the port, though they may come from any place in France, and likewife from the

French poiTcirionsin the Weft Indies. All the foreign goods, which arc found in Mont-
real, and other parts of Canada, muff be taken from hence. The French merchants
from Montreal, on their fide, after making a fix months flay among feveral Indian

nations, in order to purchafe fldns of beafts and furs, return about the end of Augufl,
and go down to Quebec in September or Odtober, in order to fell their goods there.

The privilege of felling the imported goods, it is faid, has vaftly enriched the merchants
of Quebec ; but this is contradifted by others, who allow that there a few in affluent

circumftances, but that the generality poffefs no more than is abfolutely neceffary for

their bare fubfiftence, and that feveral are very much in debt, which they fay is owing
to their luxury and vanity. The merchants drcfs very finely, and are extravagant in

their repafts ; and their ladies are every day in full drefs, and as much adorned as if

they were to go to court.

The town is furrounded on almoft all fides by a high wall, and efpecially towards

the land. It was not quite completed when I was there, and they were verybufy in

finifliing it. It is built of the above-mentioned black lime-flate, and of a dark grey
fand-flone. For the corners of the gates they have employed a grey lime-ftone. They
have not made any walls towards the water-fide, but nature feems to have worked for

them, by placing a rock there which it is impofTible to afcend. All the rifing land

thereabouts is likewife fo well planted with cannon, that it feems impofTible for an

enemy's fliips or boats to come to the town without running into imminent danger of

being funk. On the land fide the town is likewife guarded by high mountains ; fo

that nature and art have combined to fortify it.

Quebec was founded by its former governor, Samuel de Cliamplain, in the year

1608. We are informed by hiftory, that its rife v/as very flow. In 1629, towards

the end of July, it was taken by two Engliflimen, Lewis and Thomas Kerk, by capitu-

lation, and furrendered to them by the above mentioned de Champlain. At that time,

Canada and Quebec were wholly deflitute of provifionsj fo that they looked upon the

Englifli more as their deliverers than their enemies. The above-mentioned Kerks
were the brothers of the Englifli admiral David Kerk, who lay with his fleet fome-

what lower in the river. In the year 1632, the French got the town of Quebec and
all Canada returned to them by the peace. It is remarkable, that the French were
doubtful whether they fliould reclaim Canada from the Englifli, or leave it to them.

The greater part were of opinion, that to keep it would be of no advantage to France,

becaufe the country was cold, and the expences far exceeded Its produce ; and becaufe

France could not people fo extenfive a country, without weakening herfelf, as Spain

2 had
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had done before ; that it was better to keep the people in France, and employ them
in all forts of manufactures, which would oblige the other European powers who have

colonies in America to bring their raw goods to French ports, and take French manu-
factures in return. Thofe on the other hand, who had more extenfive views, knew
that the climate was not fo rough as it had been reprefented. They likewife believed

that that which caufed the expences was a fault of the company, becaufe they did not

manage the country well. They would not have many people fent over at once, but

little by little, fo that France might not feel it. They hoped that this colony would

in future times make France powerful, for its inhabitants would become more and

more acquainted with the herring, whale, and cod filheries, and likewife with the taking

of feals ; and that by this means Canada would become a fchool for training up fea-

mcn. They further mentioned the feveral forts of furs, the converfion of the Indians,

the fliip-building, and the various ufes of the extenfive woods. And laftly, that it

would be a confiderable advantage to France, even though they fhould reap no other

benefit, to hinder by this means the progrefs of the Engliih in America, and of their

encreafing power, which would other.vife become iniupportable to France ; not to

mention leveral other reafons. Time has (hewn that thefe reafons were the refult of

mature judgment, and that they laid the foundation of the rife of France. It were to

be wiflied that we had been of the fame opinion in Sweden, at a time when we were

aQually in pofieflion of New Sweden, the fineft and belt province in all North America,

or when we were yet in a condition to get the pofleffion of it. Wifdom and forefight

does not only look upon the prefent times, but even extends its views to futurity.

In the year 1663, at the beginning of February, the great earthquake was felt m
Quebec and a great part of Canada, and there are ftill fome veftiges of its efFeds at

that time ; however, no lives were loft.

On the 16th of Oftober 1690, Quebec was befieged by the Englifli general, William

Phips, who was obliged to retire a few days after, with great lofs. 1 he Fnglifli have

tried feveral times to repair their loffes, but the river St. Lawrence has always been a

very good defence for this country. An enemy, and one that is not acquainted with

this river, cannot go upwards in it, without being ruined ; for in the neighbourhood

of Quebec, it abounds with hidden rocks, and has ftrong currents in fome places,

which oblige the fhips to make many windings.

The name of Outbec, it is faid, is derived from a Norman word, on account of its

fituation on a neck or point of land. For when one comes up in the river by I'Ifle

d' Orleans, that part of the river St. Lawrence does not come in fight, which lies above

the town, and it appears as if the river St. Charles, which lies jult before, was a con-

tinuation of the St. Lawrence. But on advancing further the true courfe of the river

comes within fight, and has at firlt a great fimilarity to the mouth of a river or a great

bay. This has given occafion to a failor, who favv it unexpeftcdly, to cry out in his

provincial dialed. Que bee *, that is, what a point of land ! and from hence it is thought

the city obtained its name. Others derive it from the Algonkin word Qucbego or

Quebec, fignifying that which grows narrow, becaufe the river becomes narrower as

it comes nearer to the town.

The river St. Lawrence is exadlly a quarter of a French mile, or three quarters of

an Lnglifli mile broad at Quebec. Ihe fait vv-ater never comes up to the town
in it, and therefore the inhabitants can make ufc ol the water in the river for their

kitchens, Sec. All accounts agree, that notwithflanding the breadth of this river, and

* Meaning Quel bee.

the
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the violence of its courfe, efpecially during ebb, it is covered with ice during the

whole winter, which is ftrong enough for walkinfr, and a carriage may go over it. It

isfaid to happen frequently that, when the river has been open in May, there are fuch

cold nights in this month, that it freezes again, and will bear walking over. This is

a clear proof of the intenfenefs of the frolt here, efpecially when one confiders that

which I fluill mention immediately after, about the ebbing and flowing of the tide in

this river. The greateft breadth of the river, at its mouth, is computed to be twenty-

fix French miles, or feventy-eight Englifli miles, though the boundary between the

fca and the river cannot well be afcertaincd, as the latter gradually lofes itfelf in, and

unites with the former. The greateft part of the water contained in the numerous

lakes of Canada, four or five of which are like large feas, is forced to difembogue mto

the fea by means of this river alone. The navigation up this river from the fea is ren-

dered very dangerous by the ftrength of the current, and by the number of fand-banks,

which often arife in places where they never were before. The Englifli have ex-

perienced this formation of new fands once or twice, when they attempted to conquer

Canada. Hence the French have good reafons to look upon the river as a barrier to

Canada*.
The tide goes far beyond Quebec in the river St. Lawrence, as I have mentioned

above. The difference between high and low water is generally between fifteen and

fixteen feet, French meafure ; but with the new and full moon, and when the wind

is likewife favourable, the difference is feventeen or eighteen feet, which is indeed very

confiderable.

Auguft yth. Ginfeng is the current French name in Canada, of a plant, the root of

which has a very great value in China f. It has been growing fince times immemorial

in the Chinefe Tartary and in Corea, where it is annually collected and brought to

China. Father Du Halde fays, it is the moft precious, and the mofl ufeful of all the

plants in Eaftern Tartary ; and attrafts, every year, a number of people into the deferts

of that country. The iVIantechoux-Tartars call it orhota, that is the moft noble, or

the queen of plants. The Tartars and Chinefe praife it very much, and afcribe to it

the power of curing feveral dangerous difeafes, and that of reftoring to the body new
ftrength, and fupplying the lofs caufed by the exertion of the mental, and corporeal

faculties. An ounce of ginfeng bears the lurprizing price of feven or eight ounces of

filver at Peking. When the French botanifts in Canada firft faw a figure of it, they

remembered to have feen a fimilar plant in this country. They were confirmed in their

conjefture by confidering that feveral fettlements in Canada lie under the fame latitude

with thofe parts of the Chinefe Tartary, and China, where the true ginfeng grows wild.

They fucceeded in their attempt, and found the fame ginfeng wild and abundant in

feveral parts of North America, both in French and Englifli plantations, in plain parts

of the woods. It is fond of fhade, and of a deep rich mould, and of land which is

neither wet nor high. It is not every where very common, for fometimes one may
fearch the woods for the fpace of feveral miles without finding a lingle plant ot it ; but

* The river St. Lawrence was no more a barrier to the viflorious BrJlifli fleets in the lad war, nor

were the fortifications of Quebec capable to withlland tlie galhnt attaclts of their land army, wliich dlf-

appointed the good Frenchmen in Canada of their too fangiiine expeflatlons ; and, at prcfent, they are

rather happy at this change of fortune, which has mad^ ihcm fubjedts of the Britifli fceplte, whufe mild

influence tliey at prcfent enjoy. F.

f Bulanifts know this plant by the name of panax qin'nqne folium, folils ternatis quinatls. Linn. Mat.

Med. ^ ii6. Sp. plant, p. 15. 12. Gronov. Fl. Virg. p. 147. See likewife Catcfby's Nat. Hilf. of

Carolina, vol. iii.p. 16 t. 16. Laffitau Ginf. ji. t, i. Fatlicr Chailcvois Hift. Jc la Nouvelle France,

torn. iv. p. 308. fig. xiii, and torn, v. p. 24.

in
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in thofe fpots where it grows it is always found in great abundance. It flowers in May
and June, and its berries are ripe at the end of Auguft. It bears tranfplanting very

well, and will foon thrive in its new ground. Some people here, who have gathered

the berries, and put them into their kitchen-gardens, told me that they lay one or two
years in the ground without coming up. The Iroquefe, or Five (Six) Nations, call the

ginfeng roots garangtoging, which it is faid fignifies a child, the roots bearing a faint

refemblance to it ; but others are of opinion that they mean the thigh and leg by it, and
the roots look pretty like it. The French ui'e this root for curing the althma, as a
flomachic, and to promote fertility in women. The trade which is carried on with it

here is very briik ; for they gather great quantities of it, and fend them to France,

from whence they are brought to China, and fold tliere to great advantage *. It is

faid the merchants in France met with amazing fuccefs in this trade at the firfl: outfet,

but by continuing to fend the ginfeng over to China, its price is fallen confiderably

there, and confequently in France and Canada ; however, they flill find their account

in it. In the fummer of 1748, a pound of ginfeng was fold for fix francs, or livres,

at Quebec ; but its common price here is one hundred fols, or five livres. During my
(lay in Canada, all the merchants at Quebec and Montreal received orders from their

correfpondents in France to fend over a quantity of ginfeng, there being an uncommon
demand for it this fummer. The roots were accordingly collected in Canada with all

poffible diligence ; the Indians efpecially travelled about the country in order to colleil

as much as they could together, and to fell it to the merchants at Montreal. The In-

dians in the neighbourhood of this town were likewife fo much taken up with this

bufmefs, that the French farmers were not able during that time to hire a fingle Indian,

as they commonly do, to help them in the harveft. Many people feared left by con-

tinuing for feveral fucceflive years to colled: thefe plants, without leaving one or two in

each place to propagate their fpecies, there will foon be very few of them left ; which
I think is very likely to happen, for by all accounts they formerly grew in abundance

round Montreal, butatprefcnt there is not a fingle plant of it to be found, fo effectually

have they been rooted out. This obliged the Indians this fummer to go far within the

Englifli boundaries to collect thefe roots. After the Indians have fold the frelh roots

to the merchants, the latter muft take a great deal of pains with them. They are

fpread on the floor to dry, which commonly requires two months and upwards, ac-

cording as the feafon is wet or dry. During that time they mud be turned once or

twice every day, left they fliould putrify or moulder. Ginfeng has never been found
far north of Montreal. The fuperior of the clergy here, and feveral other people,

affured me that the Chinefe value the Canada ginfeng as much as the Tartarian i ;

and that no one ever had been entirely acquainted with the Chinefe method of pre-

paring it. However it is thought aniongft other preparations they dip the roots in a

decoftion of the leaves of ginfeng. The roots prepared by the Chincle are almoft

tranfparent, and look like horn in the infide ; and the roots which arc fit for ufe, muft
be heavy and compadt in the infide.

The plant which tliroughout Canada bears the name of herba capillarls is likewife

one of thofe with which a great trade is carried on in Canada. The Englilh in their

plantations call it maiden-hair ; it grows in all their North American colonies, which

* Mr. Ofbeck feems to doubt whether the Europeans reap any advantages from tlie jrir.feng trade or

not, bccanfe the Chinefe do not v;)hie the Canada roots fo much as thofe of the Chinefe 1 artary ; and
therefore the former bear fcarcc half the price of the latter. See Olbeck's Voyage to Cliina, vol. i.

p. 2z^. F.

f Tliis is dire<f\Iy oppofite to Mr. O/bcck's alTerlion. See the preceding note. F.

I travelled



KALM's travels in north AMERICA. 64I

I t»'nvolled through, and likewifc in the fouthcrn parts of Canada ; but I never found
it near Oiicbcc. It grows in the woods in (hady places and in a good foil *. Several
people in Albany and Canada aifured me that its leaves were very much ufed inftead of
tea, in confumptions, coughs, and all kinds of peroral difeafes. This they have
learnt from the Indians, who have made ufe of this plant for thefe purpofes (ince time

immemorial. This American maiden-hair is reckoned preferable in furgery to that

which wc have in Europe t; and therefore they fend a great quantity of it to France
every year. The price is diflerent, and regulated according to the goodnefs of the

plant, the care in preparing it, and the quantity which is to be got. For if it be
brought to Quebec in great abundance, the price falls ; and on the contrary, it rifes,

when the quantity gathered is but fmall. Commonly the price at Quebec is between
five and fifteen fols a pound. The Indians went into the woods about this time, and
travelled far above Montreal in queft of this plant.

The kitchen herbs fucceed very well here. The white cabbage is very fine, but
fometimes fufFers greatly fronv worms. Onions (allium cepa) are very much in ufe

here, together with other fpccies of leeks. They likewife plant feveral fpccies of
gourds, melons, fallads, wild fuccory or wild endive (cichorium intybus), feveral kinds

of peafe, beans, French beans, carrots, and cucumbers. They have plenty of red
beets, horfe-radiflics and common radifhes, thyme, and marjoram. Turnips are

fown in abundance, and ufed chiefly in winter. Parfnips are fometimes eaten, though
not very conmion. Few people took notice of potatoes ; and neither the common
(folanum tuberofum) nor the Bermuda ones (convolvulus batatas) were planted in

Canada. When the French here are afked why they do not plant potatoes, they

anfwer, that they cannot find any relifli in them, and they laugh at the Englifli who are

fo fond of them. Throughout all Nurth America the root cabbage
| (braflica gon-

gylodes Linn.) is unknown to the Swedes, Englifh, Dutch, Irifh, Germans, and
French. Thofe who have been employed in fowing and planting kitchen herbs in

Canada, and have had fome experience in gardening, told me that they were obliged

to fend for frefli feeds from France every year, becaufe they commonly lofe their

ftrength here in the third generation, and do not produce fuch plants as would equal

the original ones in tafte and goodnefs.

The Europeans have never been able to find any charafters, much lefs writings, or

books, among the Indians, who have inhabited North America fince time immemorial,

and feem to be all of one nation, and fpeak the fame language. Thefe Indians have
therefore lived in the greateft ignorance and darknefs, during fome centuries, and are

totally unacquainted with the ftate of their country before the arrival of the Europeans,

and all their knowledge of it confifts in vague traditions and mere fables. It is not

certain whether any other nations poffeflTed America before the prefent Indian inha-

bitants came into it, or whether any other nations vifited this part of the globe before

Columbus difcovered it. It was equally unknown whether the Chriftian religion was
ever preached here in former times. I converfed with feveral Jefuits, who undertook

long journies in this extenfive country, and afked them, whether they had met with any
marks that there had formerly been fome Chriflians among the Indians which lived here?

* It is the adiantum peJatum of Linn. fp. pi. p. IJ57. Cornutua, in hh Canadenf. plant. Hiftorii.

p. 7. calls it adiantum Aiiiericanum, and gives together with the defcription, a figure of it, p. G.

f Adiantum capillus veneris. 'IVue maideu-hair.

j Tills is a kind of cabbage with large round eatable roots ; which grow out above the ground, where-
in it differs from the turnip-cabbage (braffica napobrafiica) whofe root grows in the ground. Both arc

common in Germany, snd the former likewife in Italy.

VOL. xnu 4 N but
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but they all anfwered, that they had not found any. The Indians have ever been as

ignorant of architedure and manual labour as of fcience and writing. In vain does one
feek for well-built towns and houfes, artificial fortifications, high towers and pillars,

and fuch like, among them, which the old world can fhew from the moll antient

times. Their dwelling-places are wretched huts of bark, expofed on all fides to wind
and rain. All their mafonry-work confifts in placing a few grey rock-ftones on the

ground, round their fire-place, to prevent the firebrands from fpreading too far in

their hut, or rather, to mark out the fpace intended for the fire-place in it. Travellers

do not enjoy a tenth part of the pleafure in traverfing ihefe countries which they muft

receive on their journies through our old countries, where they, almofl every day,

meet with fome veftige or other of antiquity : now an antient celebrated town prefents

itfelf to view ; here the remains of an old caftle ; there a field, where, many centuries

ago, the moft powerful and the moft fkilful generals, and the greateft kings, fought

a bloody battle, now the native fpot and refidence of fome great or learned man. In

fuch places the mind is delighted in various ways, and reprefents all paft occurrences

in living colours to itfelf. We can enjoy none of thefe pleafures in America. The
hiflory of the country can be traced no further than fi-om the arrival of the Europeans,

for every thing that happened before that period is more like a fidion, or a dream,

than any thing that really happened. In later times there have, however, been found

a few marks of antiquity, from which it may be conjectured, that North America was

formerly inhabited by a nation more verfed in fcience, and more civilized than that

which the Europeans found on their arrival here ; or that a great military expedition

was undertaken to this continent, from thefe known parts of the world.

This is confirmed by an account which I received from Mr. de Verandrier, who
has commanded the expedition to the foulh-fea in perfon, of which I fhall prefently

give an account. I have heard it repeated by others, w ho have been eye-witnelfes of

every thing that happened on that occafion. Some years before I came into Canada,

the then governor-general, Chevalier de Beauharnois, gave Mr. de Verandrier an order

to go from Canada, with a number of people, on an expedition acrofs North America

to the fouth fea, in order to examine how far thofe two places are diftant from each

other, and to find out what advantages might accrue to Canada or Louifiana from a

communication with that ocean. They fet out on horfeback from Montreal, and went

as much due weft as they could, on account of the lakes, rivers, and mountains, which

fell in their way. As they came far into the country, beyond many nations, they

fometimes met with large trads of land free from wood, but covered with a kind of

very tall grafs, for the fpace of fome days journey. Many of theie fields were every

where covered with furrows, as if they had been ploughed and fown formerly. It is

to be obferved, that the nations, which now inhabit North America, could not cultivate

the land in this manner, becaufe they never made ufe of horfes, oxen, ploughs, or any

inftruments of hufbandry, nor had they ever feen a plough before the Europeans came

to them. In two or three places, at a confiderable diftance from each other, our

travellers met with imprcffions of the feet of grown people and children in a rock ; but

this feems to have been no more than a lufus natura;. When they came far to the

weft, where, to the belt of their knowledge, no Frenchmen or European had ever

been, they found in one place in the woods, and again on a large plain, great pillars of

ilone, leaning upon each other. The pillars confiitcd of one fingle ftone each, and the

Frenchmen could not but luppofe that they had been ercdcd by human hands.

Sometimes they have found fuch ftones laid upon one another, and, as it were, formed

into a wall. In fome of thofe places where they found fuch Itones, they could not

find
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find any other forts of flone. They have not been ;iblc to (iifcovcr any charaders or

writing upon any of thefc ftones, though they have made a very careful fcarch after

them. At lafl they met with a large (tone, like a pillar, and in it a fmaller ftone was

fixed, which was covered on both fides with unknown charaflens. This ftone, which

was about a foot of French meafure in length, and between four or five inches broad,

they broke loofe, and carried to Canada with them, from whence it was fent to France,

to the fecretary of ftate, the Count of Maurepas. What became of it afterwards is

unknown ; to them but they think it is yet preferved in his colleftion. Several of the

Jefuits, who have feen and handled this flone in Canada, unanimoufly afHrni, that the

letters on it are the fame with thofe which in the books, containing accounts of Tataria,

are called Tatarian charaders *
; and that, on comparing both together, they found

them perfeftly alike. Notwithflanding the quetlions which the French on the fouth-

fea expedition afked the people there concerning the time when, and by whom thofe

pillars were erefted ? what their traditions and fentiments concerning them were ? who
had wrote the characters ? what was meant by them ? what kind of letters they were ?

in what language they were written ? and other circumflances
;
yet they could never get

the leaft explication, the Indians being as ignorant of all thofe things as the French

themfelves. All they could fay was, that thefe ftones had been in thofe places time

immemorial. The places where the pillars ftood were near nine hundred French miles

weftward of Montreal. The chief intention of this journey, viz. to come to the fouth-

fea, and to examine its diftance from Canada, was never attained on this occafion.

For the people fent out for that purpofe were induced to take part in a war between

fome of the moft diftant Indian nations, in which fome oi the French were taken

prifoners, and the reft obliged to return. Among the lafl and moft wefterly Indians

they were with, they heard that the fouth-fea was but a few days journey off; that they

(the Indians) often traded with the Spaniards on that c.oaft, and fometimes likewife

• This account feems to be highly probable, for we find in Marco Paolo that Kublai-Khan, one of the

fucceffors of Genghizkhan, after the conquelt of the fouthern part of China, fent fhips out to conquer the

kingdom of Japan, or, as they call it, Nipan-gri ; but in a terrible ftorm the whole fleet was cad away, and
nothing was ever heard of the men in that fleet. It feems that fome of thefe fliips were call to the fhores,

oppofite the great American lakes, between forty and fifty degrees north latitude, and there probably

crcfted thefe monuments, and were the ancetlots of fome nations who arc called Mozomlecka, and have fome
degree of civilisation. Another part of this fleet, it feems, reached the country oppofite Mexico, and there

founded the Mexican empire, which, according to their own records as preferved by the Spaniards, and in

their painted annals in Purchas's Pilgrimage, are very recent ; fo that they can fcarcely remember any more
than feven princes before Motezuma II. who was reigning when the Spaniards arrived there 1519, under
Fernando Cortez ; confequently the firfl of thefe princes, fuppofing each liad a reign of thirty-three years

and four months, and adding to ii the fixteen years of Montezuma, began to reign in the year 1270, when
Kublai-Khan, the conqueror of all China and of Jaoan, was on the throne, and in whofe time happened, I

believe, the firil abortive expedition to Japan, which I mentioned above, and probably fnrnifhcd North
America with civilized inhabitants. There ii; if I am not miftaken, a great fimilarity between the figures

of the Mexican idols, and thofe which are ufiial among the Tartars, who embrace the dodrines and religion

of the Dalai-Lama, whofe religion Knblai- Khan firfl introduced among the Mongul,:, or Moguls. The
favsge Indians of North America, it feems, have another origin, and are probably defcended from the

Yukaghiri, and Tctiucktchai, inhabitants of the moft callerly and northerly part of Afia, where, according

to the accounts of the Rnflians, there is but a fmall trajeft to America. Ihe ferocity of thefe nation.'^,

finn'lar to that of the Americans, their way of painting, their fondnels of inebriating liquors, (which the
Yukaghiri prepare from poifonous and inebriating mufliroon's. bought of the lluifianj) and many other

things, fhow them plainly to be of the fame origin. The Eikimaux feems to be the lame nation with the
inhabitants of Greenland, the Samoyed;;;, and Lapponians. South America, and efpecially Peru, is pro-
bably peopled from the great unknown fouih continent, which is very near America, civilized, and full of
inhabitants of various colours ; who therefore might very eaidy be call on the American continent, in boats,

or proas. F.

4 N 3 thev
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they went to Hudfon's Bay, to trade with the Englifli. Some of thefe Indians had

houfes, which were made of earth. Many nations had never fecn any Frenchmen;

they were commonly clad in (kins, but many were quite naked.

All thofe who had made long journies in Canada to the fouth, but chiefly weftward,

agreed that there were many great plains deftitute of trees, where the land was fur-

rowed, as if it had been ploughed. In what manner this happened no one knows ; for

the corn-fields of a great village, or town, of the Indians, are fcarce above four or fix

of our acres in extent ; whereas thofe furrowed plains fometimes continue for feveral

days journey, except now and then a fmall fmooth fpot, and here and there fome

rifing grounds.

I could not hear of any more veftiges of antiquity in Canada, notwithftanding my
careful enquiries after them. In the continuation of my journey for the year 1750 *,

I fliall finci an opportunity of fpcaking of two other remarkable curiofities. Our
Swedilh Mr. George Weftman, A. M. has clearly and circumftantially (hewn that our

Scandinavians, chiefly the northern ones, long before Columbus's time, have under-

taken voyages to North America ; fee his diifertation on that fubjed, which he read at

Abo in 1747, for obtaining his degree.

Auguft 8th. This morning I vifited the largeft nunnery in Quebec. Men are pro-

hibited from vifiting under very heavy punifliments ; except in fome rooms, divided by

iron rails, where the men and women that do not belong to the convent, Ifand without,

and the nuns within the rails, and converfe with each other. But to encreafe the many

favours which the French nation heaped upon me, as a Swede, the governor-general

got the bifliop's leave for me to enter the convent, and fee its conflirudlion. The

bifliop alone has the power of granting this favour, but he does it very fparingly. The
royal phyfician, and a furgeon, are however at liberty to go in as often as they think

proper. Mr. Gaulthier, a man of great knowledge in phyfic and botany, was at prefent

the royal phyfician here, and accompanied me to the convent. We firft faw the

hofpital, which I Ihall prefently defcribe, and then entered the convent, which forms a

part of the hofpital. It is a great building of fl:one, three ftories high, divided in the

infide into long galleries, on both fides of which are cells, halls, and rooms. The cells

of the nuns are in the highefl; flory, on both fides of the gallery ; they are but fmall ;.

net painted in the infide, but hung with paper pi<Stures of faints, and of our Saviour on

the crofs. A bed with curtains, and good bed-clothes, a little narrow deflc, and a chair

or two, is the whole furniture of a cell. They have no fires in winter, and the nuns

are forced to lie in the cold cells. On the gallery is a fliove, which is heated in winter,

and as all the rooms are left open, fome v/armth can by this means come into them.

In the middle fl:ory are rooms where they pafs the day together. One of thefe is the-

room where they are at work ; this is large, finely painted and adorned, and has an

iron flove. Here they were at their needle-work, embroidering, gilding, and making

flowers of filk, which bear a great fimilarity to the natural ones. In a word, they were

all employed in fuch nice works, as were fuitable to ladies of their rank in life. In*

another hall they affembled to hold their juntos. Another apartment contains thofe

who are indifpofcd ; but fuch as are more dangeroufly ill have rooms to themfelves.

The novices, and new comers, are taught and inftrutlcd in another hall. Another is

deftined for their refedory, or dining-room, in which are tables on all fides; on one

fide of it is a fmall deflc, on which is laid a French book, concerning the life of thofe

faints who are mentioned in the New Tefl;araent. When they dine, all are filent ; one

* This part has not yet be€n publiflied.

of
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of the cldefl gets into the defk, and reads a part of the book before-mentioned ; and

when tliey are gone through it, they read fome other religious book. During the

meal, they fit on that fide of the table which is turned towards the wall. Altnoft in

every room is a gilt table, on which are placed candies, together wiih the picture of our

Saviour on the crofs, and of foine faints : before thefe tables they fay their prayers.

On one fide is the church, and near it a large gallery, divided from the church by rails,

fo that the nuns could only look into it. In this gallery they remain during divine

fervice, and the clergyman is in the church, where the nuns reach him his lacerdotal

clothes through a hole, for they are not allowed to go into the vellry, and to be in the

fame room with the priclt. There are flill feveral other rooms and halls here, the ufe

of which 1 do not remember. The lowefl flory contains a kitchen, bake-houfe, fe-

veral butteries, &c. In the garrets they keep their corn, and dry their linen. In the

middle ftory is a balcony on the outfide, alinofl; round the whole building, where the

nuns are allowed to take air. The profpecl from the convent is very fine on every

fide ; the river, the fields, and the meadows out of town, appear there to great ad-

vantage. On one fide of the convent is a large garden, in which the nuns are at liberty

to walk about ; it belongs to the convent, and is furrounded with a high wall. There
is a quantity of all forts of fruits in it. This convent, they fay, contains about fifty

nuns, mod of them advanced in years, fcarce any being under forty years of age. At
this time there were two young ladies among them who were inftructed in thofe things

which belong to the knowledge of nuns. They are not allowed to become nuns im-

mediately after their entrance, but mufl: pafs through a noviciate of two or three years,

in order to try whether they will be conftant ; for, during that time, it is in their

power to leave the convent, if a monadic fife does not fuit their inclinations. But as

foon as they are received among the nuns, and have made their vows, they are obliged

to continue their whole life in it : if they appear willing to change their mode of life,

they are locked up in a room, from whence they can never get out. The nuns of this

convent never go further from it than to the hofpital, which lies near it, and even

makes a part of it. They go there to attend the fick, and to take care of them. I was
told by feveral people here, fome of which were ladies, that none of the nuns went
into a convent till fhe had attained to an age in which fhe had fmall hopes of ever'

getting a hufiaand. 'J'he nuns of all the three convents in Quebec looked very old, by
which it feems that there is fome foundation for this account.

The hofpital, as I have before-mentioned, makes a part of the convent. It confifts

of two large halls and fome rooms near the apothecary's fhop. In the halls are twO'

rows of beds on each fide, within each other. The beds next to the wall are furniflied.

with curtains, the outward ones are without them. In each bed are fine bed-clothes,,

with clean double fhcets. As foon as a fick perfon has left his bed, it is made again,,

in order to keep the hofpital in cleanlinefs and order. The beds are two or three yards •

diftant, and near each is a fmall table. There are good iron floves, and fine windows,

in this hall. The nuns attend the fick people, and bring them meat and other necef-

faries ; befides them there are fome men who attend, and a furgeon. The royal

phyfician is likewife obliged to come hither once or twice every day, to look after every

thing, and give pi'efcriptions. They commonly receive fick foldiers into this hofpital,

who are very numerous in July and Auguft, when the king's fliips arrive, and in time

of war; but at other times, when no great number of foldiers are fick, other people

can take their places, as far as the number of empty beds will reach. The king finds

every thing here that is requifite for the fick peifons, viz. provifions, medicines,

fuel
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fuel, &c. Thofe who are very ill are put into feparale rooms, in order that the

noife in the great hall may not be troublefome to them.
The civility of the inhabitants here is more refined than that of the Dutch and EngHfh

in the fettlements belonging to Great Britain ; but the latter, on the other hand, do
not idle their time away in dreffing, as the French do here. The ladies, efpecially,

drefs and powder their hair every day, and put their locks in papers every night

;

which idle cuftom was not introduced in the Englifh fettlements. The gentlemen wear
generally their own hair ; but fome have wigs. People of rank are ufed to wear laced

cloaths, and all the crown-officers wear fwords. AH the gentlemen, even thofe of
rank, the governor-general excepted, when they go into town on a day that looks

like rain, carry their cloaks on their left arm. Acquaintances of either fex, who
have not feen each other for fome time, on meeting again falute with mutual kifles.

Concerning the Canada plants, I can here add, that the further you go northward
the more you find the plants are the fame with the Swedifli ones : thus, on the nortfc

fide of Quebec, a fourth part of the plants, if not more, are the fame with the fpon-

taneous plants in Sweden. A few plants and trees, which have a particular quality,

or are applied to fome particular ufe, Ihall however, be mentioned in a few words, in

the fequel.

The rein-deer mofs (lichen rangiferinus) grows plentiful in the woods round Quebec.
Mr. Gaulthier, and feveral other gentlemen, told me, that the French, on their long

journies through the woods, on account of their fur trade with the Indians, fometimes

boil this mofs, and drink the decoftion for want of better food, when their provifions

are at an end ; and they fay it is very nutritive. Several Frenchmen, who have been in

the Terra Labrador, where there are many rein-deer (which the French and Indians

here call cariboux) related, that all the land there is in mofl: places covered with this

rein-deer mofs, fo that the ground looks as white as fnow.

Auguft loth. This day I dined with the Jefuits. A few days before I paid my vifit

to them ; and the next day their prefident, and another, father Jefuit called on me,
to invite me to dine with them to-day. I attended divine fervice in their church, which
is a part of their houfe. It is very fine within, though it has no feats ; for every one is

obliged to kneel down during the fervice. Above the church is a fmall fteeple, with

a clock. The building the Jefuits live in is magnificently built, and looks exceeding

fine both without and within, which gives it a fimiJarity to a fine palace. It confifts

of {tone, is three ilorics high, exclufive of the garret, covered with flates, and built

in a fquare form, like the new palace at Stockholm, including a large court. Its fize

is fuch that three hundred families would find room enough in it ; though at prefent

there were not above twenty Jefuits in it. Sometimes there is a much greater number
of them, efpecially when thofe return who have been fent as miffionaries into the

country. There is a long walk along the fides of the fquare, in every ftory, on both

fides of which are either cells, halls, or other apartments for the friars ; and likewife

their library, apothecary fliop, &c. Every thing is very well regulated, and the Jefuits

are very well accommodated here. On the outfide is their college, which is on two

fides furrounded with great orchards and kitchen-gardens, in which they have fine

walks. A part of the trees here are the remains of the forert: which flood here when
the French began to build this town. They have befides planted a number of fruit-

trees ; and the garden is flocked with all forts of plants for the ufe of the kitchen.

The Jefuits dine together in a great hall. There are tables placed all round it along

the walls, and feats between the tables and the walls, but not on the other fide. Near

2 one
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one wall is a pulpit, upon which one of the fathers gets during the meal, in order to

read fome religious book ; but this day it was omitted, all the time being employed in

converfation. They dine very well, and their dilhes are as numerous as at the greatefl:

feafts. In this fpacious building you do not fee a fingle woman ; all are fathers

or brothers ; the latter of which are young men brought up to be Jefuits. They
prepare the meal, and bring it upon table ; for the common fervants are not

admitted.

Befides the bifhop, there are three kinds of clergymen in Canada ; viz. Jefuits,

priefls, and recolets. The Jefuits are, without doubt, the moll confiderable ; therefore

they commonly fay here, by way of proverb, that a hatchet is fufficient to fketch out

a recolet ; a priefl cannot be made without a chiflel ; but a Jeluit abfolutely requires the

pencil * ; to Ihew how much one furpaffes the others. The Jefuits are commonly
very learned, lludious, and are very civil and agreeable in company. In their whole

deportment there is fomething plealing ; it is no wonder therefore that they captivate

the minds of the people. They feldom fpeak of religious matters ; and if it happens,

they generally avoid difputes. They are very ready to do any one a fervice; and

when they fee that their alliftance is wanted, they hardly give one time to fpeak of it,

falling to work immediately, to bring about what is required of them. Their converfa-

tion is very entertaining and learned, fo that one cannot be tired of their company.

Among all the Jefuits I have converfed with in Canada, I have not found one who
was not poffefled of thefe qualities in a very eminent degree. They have large pof-

feffions in this country, which the French king gave them. At Montreal they have

likewife a fine church, and a little neat houfe, with a fmail but pretty garden within.

They do not care to become preachers to a congregation in the town or country ; but

leave thefe places, together with the emoluments arifing from them, to the priefts.

All their bufmefs here is to convert the heathens ; and with that view their millionaries

are fcattered over every part of this country. Near every town and village, peopled by

converted Indians, are one or two Jefuits, who take great care that they may not return

to Paganifm, but live as Chriflians ought to do. I'hus there are Jefuits with the con-

verted Indians in Tadoulfac, Lorette, Becancourt, St. Francois, Saut St. Louis, and
all over Canada. There are likewife Jcfuit miffionaries with thofe who are not con-

verted ; fo that there is commonly a Jeluit in every village belonging to the Ladians,

whom he endeavours on all occaiions to convert. In winter he goes on their great

hunts, where he is frequently obliged to futfer all imaginable inconveniences, fuch as

walking in the fnow all day, lying in the open air all winter, being out both in good
auil bad weather, the Indians not regarding any kind of weather : lying in the Indian

huts, which often fwann with lleas and other vermin, &c. The Jefuits undergo all

thefe hardlhips for the fake of converting the Indians, and likewife for political reafons.

The Jefuits are of great ufe to their king ; for they are frequently able to perfuade the

Indians to break their treaty with the Englifli, to make war upon them, to bring their

firs to the French, and not to permit the Englifh to come amongit them. But there

is fome danger attending thefe attempts ; for when the Indians are in liquor, they

fomotimes kill the millionaries who live with them ; calling them fpies, or excufing

themfelves by faying that the brandy had killed them. Thefe axe accordingly the chief

occupations of the Jefuits here. They do not go to vifit the lick in the town, they do
not hear the confellions, and attend at no funerals. I have never feen them go in

* Pour faire un recolet il fdut ime Iwcliette, pour un priitre uu cifeaii, m.iis pour un JoUiitc il faut un
pinccau.

proceflions
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proceffions in remembrance of the Virgin Mary and other faints. They feldom go
into a houfe in order to get meat ; and though they be invited, they do not like to (lay,

except they be on a journey. Every body fees that they are, as it were, felefted

from the other people, on account of their fuperior genius and qualities. They are here

reckoned a mofl cunning fet of people, who generally fucceed in their undertakings,

and furpafs all others in acutenefs of underftanding. I have therefore feveral times

obferved that they have enemies in Canada. They never receive any others into their

fociety, but perfons of very promifing parts ; fo that there are no blockheads among
them. On the other hand, the priefts receive the bed kind of people among their

order they can meet with ; and in the choice of monks, they are yet lefs careful.

The Jefuits who live here, are all come from France ; and many of them return

thither again, after a flay of a few years here. Some (five or fix of which are yet alive)

who were born in Canada, went over to France, and were received among the

Jefuits there ; but none of them ever came back to Canada. I know not what political

reafon hindered them. During my flay in Quebec, one of the priefts, with thebifhop's

leave, gave up his priefthood and became a Jefuit. The other priefts vi'ere very ill

pleafed with this, becaufe it feemcd as if he looked upon their condition as too mean
for himfelf. Thofe congregations in the country that pay rents to the Jefuits, have,

however, divine fervice performed by priefts, who are appointed by the bifhop ; and
the land-rent only belongs to the Jefuits, Neither the priefts nor the Jefuits carry on
any trade with furs and ikins, leaving that entirely to the merchants.

This afternoon I vifited the building called the feminary, where all the priefts live

In common. They have a great houfe, built of ftone, with walks in it, and rooms on
each fide. It is feveral ftories high, and clofe to it is a fine garden, full of all forts

of fruit-trees and pot-herbs, and divided by walks. The profped; from hence is the

fineft in Quebec. The priefts of the feminary are not much inferior to the Jefuits in

civility ; and therefore I fpent my time very agreeably in their company.

The priefts are the fecond and moft numerous clafs of the clergy in this country ;

for moft of the churches, both in towns and villages (the Indian converts excepted)

are ferved by priefts. A few of them are likewife miflionaries. In Canada are two
feminaries ; one in Quebec, the other in Montreal. The priefts of the feminary of

Montreal are of the order of St. Sulpitius, and fupply only the congregation on the ifle

of Montreal, and the town of the fame name. At all the other churches in Canada,

the priefts belonging to the Quebec feminary officiate. The former, or thofe of the

order of St. Sulpitius, all come from France ; and I was affured that they never fufFer

a native of Canada to come among them. In the feminary at Quebec, the natives of

Canada make the greater part. In order to fit the children of this country for orders,

there are fchools at Quebec and St. Joachim ; where the youths arc taught Latin, and

inftru£led in the knowledge of thofe things and fciences which have a more
immediate connexion with the bufinefs they are intended for. However, they are not

very nice in their choice ; and people of a middling capacity are often received among
them. They do not feem to have made great progrefs in Latin ; for notwithftanding

the fervice is read in that language, and they read their Latin breviary, and other

books, every day, yet moft of them found it very difficult to fpeak it. All the priefts

in the Quebec feminary are confecrated by the bifliop. Both the feminaries have got

great revenues from the king ; that in Quebec has above thirty thoufand livres. All

the country on the weft fide of the river St. Lawrence, from the town of Quebec to

bay St. Paul, belongs to this feminary, befides their other pofTiffions in the country.

They leafe the land to the fettlers for a certain rent, which, if it be annually paid

3 according
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according to their agreement, the children or heirs of the fettlers may remain in an un-

difturbcd pofleflion of the lands. A piece of land, three arpents * broad, and thirty,

forty, or fifty arpents long, pays annually an ecu f, and a couple of chickens, or fome
other additional trifle. In fuch places as have convenient water-falls, they have built

water-mills, or faw-mills, from which they annually get confiderable funis. The feminary

of Montreal poffeffes the v.'hole ground on which that town (lands, together with the

whole ifle of Montreal. I have been aflTured that the ground-rent of the town and ifle

is computed at feventy thoufand livres ; befides what they get for faying maflcs, bap-

tizing, holding confeffions, attending at marriages and funerals, Szc. All the revenues

of ground-rent belong to the feminaries alone, and the priefts in the country have no
Ihare in them. But as the feminary in Montreal, confiding only of fixteen priefts, has

greater revenues than it can expend, a large fum of money is annually fent over to

France, to the chief feminary there. The land-rents belonging to the Quebec feminary

are employed fortheufe of the prieits in it, and for the maintenance of a number of

young people, who are brought up to take orders. The priefts who live in the coun-

try parifhes, get the tythe from their congregation, together with the perquifites on
vifiting the fick, &c. In fmall congregations, the King gives the priefts an additional

fum. When a prieft in the country grows old, and has done good fervices, he is

fometimes allowed to come into the feminary in town. The feminaries are allowed

to place the priefts on their own eftates ; but the other places are in the gift of the

biftiop.

The recolets are a third clafs of clergymen in Canada. They have a fine large

dwelling-houfe here, and a fine church, where they officiate. Near it is a large and
fine garden, which they cultivate with great application. In Montreal and Trois Ri-

vieres, they are lodged almoft in the fame manner as here. They do not endeavour

to choofe cunning fellows amongft them, but take all they can get. They do not tor-

ment their brains with much learning ; and I have been alTured, that after they have

put on their monaftic habit, they do not ftudy to increafe their knowledge, but forget

even what little they knew before. At night they generally lie on mats, or fome other

hard matraffes ; however, I have fometimes feen good beds in the cells of fome of them.

They have no poffeflions here, having made vows of poverty, and live chiefly on the

alms which people give them. To this purpofe, the young monks, or brothers, go
into the houies with a bag, and beg what they want. They have no congregations in

the country, but fometimes they go among the Indians as miffionaries. In each fort,

which contains forty men, the King keeps one of thefe monks inftead of a prieft, who
officiates there. The King gives him lodging, provifions, fervants, and all he wants,

befides two hundred livres a year. Half of it he fends to the community he belongs

to ; the other half he referves for his own ufe. On board the King's fliips are gene-

rally no other priefts than thefe friars, who are therefore looked upon as people be-

longing to the King. When one of the chief priefts | in the country dies, and his

place cannot immediately be filled up, they fend one of thefe friars there, to officiate

whilft the place is vacant. Part of thefe monks come over from France, and part are

natives of Canada. There are no other monks in Canada befides thefe, except now
and then one of the order of St. Auftin, or fome other, who comes with one of the

King's fliips, but goes off with it again.

* A French acre. f A French coin, value about a crown Englifh. J Pafteur.
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Auguft nth. This morning I took a walk out of fown, with the royal phyfician

Mr. Gaulthier, in order to collect plants, and to fee a nunnery at fome diftance from

Quebec. This monaftery, which is built very magnificently of Itone, lies in a pleafant

fpot, furrounded with corn-fields, meadows, and woods, from wlience Quebec and the

river St. Lawrence may be feen ; a hofpital for poor old people, cripples, &c. makes
part of the monaftery, and is divided into two halls, one for men, the other for wo-

men. The nuns attend both fexes, with this difference, however, that they only pre-

pare the meal for the men, and bring it in to them, give them phyfic, and take the

cloth away when they have eaten, leaving the reft for male fervants. But in the hall

where the women are, they do all the work that is to be done. The regulation in the

hofpital was the fame as in that at Quebec. To fhew me a particular favour, the

bifliop, at the defire of the Marquis la Galiffonniere, governor-general of Canada,

granted me leave to fee this nunnery likewife, where no man is allowed to enter without

his leave, which is an honour he feldom confers on any body. The abbefs led us

through all the apartments, accompanied by a great number of nuns. Moft of the

nuns here are of noble families, and one was the daughter of a governor. Many of

them are old, but there are likewife fome very young ones among them, who looked

very well. They feemed all to be more polite than thofe in the other nunnery. Their

rooms are the fame as in the laft place, except fome additional furniture in their cells
j

the beds are hung with blue curtains ; there are a couple of fmall bureaux,a table between

them, and fome piftures on the walls. There are however no ftoves in any cell ; but

thofe halls and rooms, in which they are affembled together, and in which the fick ones

lie, are fupplied with an iron ftove. The number of nuns is indeterminate here, and I faw

a great number of them. Here are likewife fome probationers preparing for their

reception among the nuns. A number of little girls are fent hither by their parents,

to be inftructed by the nuns in the principles of the chriftian religion, and in all forts of

ladies work. The convent at a diftance looks like a palace ; and, as I am told, was
founded by a bilhop, who they fay is buried in a part of the church.

We botanized till dinner time in the neighbouring meadows, and then returned to

the convent to dine with a venerable old father recollet, who officiated here as a prieft.

The difhes were all prepared by nuns, and as numerous and various as on the tables

of great men. There were likewife feveral forts of wine, and many preferves. The
revenues of this monaftery are faid to be confiderable. At the top of the building is a

fmall fteeple with a bell. Confidering the large tracfts of land which the King has

given in Canada to convents, Jefuits, priefts, and feveral families of rank, it feems he

has very little left for himfelf.

Our common rafpberries are fo plentiful here on the hills, near corn-fields, rivers,

and brooks, that the branches look quite red on account of the number of berries on
them. They are ripe about this time, and eaten as a defert after dinner, both frefli

and preferved.

The mountain-afti, or forb-trce * is pretty common in the woods hereabouts.

They reckon the north-eaft wind the moft piercing of all here. Many of the bed
people here aflured me, that this wind, when it is very violent in winter, pierces through

walls of a moderate thicknefs, fo that the whole wall on the infide of the houfe is co-

vered with fnow, or a thick hoar froft ; and that a candle placed near a thinner wall

is alniofl blown out by the wind which continually comes through. This wind damages

• Sorbus aucuparia.
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the houfes wlilch are built of flonc, and forces the owners to repair them very fre-

quently on the north-caft fide. The north and north-eaft winds are likcwiib reckoned
very cold here. In funimer the north wind is generally attended with rain.

The difference of climate between Quebec and Montreal is on all hands allowed to

be very great. The wind and weather of Montreal are often entirely different from
what they are at Ouebec. The winter there is not near fo cold as in the laft place.

Several forts of fine pears will grow near Montreal, but are far from fucceeding at

Quebec, where the frofl frequently kills them. Quebec has generally more rainy

weather, fpring begins I"tcr, and winter fooner than at Montreal, where all forts of
fruits ripen a week or two earlier than at Quebec.

Aug. 1 2th. This afternoon I went out of town, to flay in the country for a couple
of days, that I mie ht have nrore leifure to examine the plants which grow in the woods
here, and the li.ite of the country. In order to proceed the better, the governor-
general had fent for an Indian from l.orette, to fliew us the way, and teach us what ufe

they make of tlie fpontaneous plants hereabouts. This Indian was an Englifliman by
birth, taken by the Indians thirty years ago, when he was a boy, and adopted by them,
according to their cuftom, inftead of a relation of theirs killed by the enemy. Since
that time he conftantly flayed with them, became a Roman Catholic, and married an
Indian woman : he dreffes like an Indian, fpeaks Englifli and French, and many of the
Indian languages. In the wars between the French and Enghlli, in this country, the

French Indians have made m.mv prifoners of both fexes in the Englifh plantations,

adopted them afterwards, and they married with people of the Indian nations. From
hence the Indian blood in Canada is very much mixed with European blood, and a
great part of the Indians now living owe their origm to Europe. It is likewife re-

markable that a great part of the people they had taken during the war and incorpo-

rated with their nations, efpecially the young people, did not choofe to return to their

native country, though their parents and nearefl relations came to them and endeavoured
to perfuade them to it, and though it was in their power to do it. The licentious life

led by the Indians, pleaied them better than that of their European relations ; they
drefTed like the Indians, and regulated all their affairs in their way. It is therefore

difficult to diflinguifli them, except by their colour, which is fomewhat whiter than that

of the Indians. There are likewife examples of ibme Frenchmen going amongfl the

Indians and following their way of life. There is on the contrary fcarce one inflance

of an Indian's adopting the European cuftoms ; but thofe who were taken prifoners in

the war, have always endeavoured to come to their own people again, even after feveral

years of captivity, and though they enjoyed all the privileges that were ever pofl'cfTed

by the Europeans in America.

The lands which we paffed over were every where laid out into corn-fields, meadows,
or paflures. Almofl all round us the profpeft prefented to our view farms and farm-
houfes, and excellent fields and meadows. Near the town the land is pretty flat, and
interfered now and then by a clear rivulet. The roads are very good, broad, and lined

with ditches on each fide, in low grounds. Further from the town, the land rifes higher

and higher, and confifts as it were of terraces, one above another. This rifmg ground
is, however, pretty fmooth, chiefly without ilones, and covered with rich mould. Un-
der that is the black lime-flate, which is fo common hereabouts, and is divided into fmali

(hivers, and corroded by the air. Some or the flrata were horizontal, others perpendicu-

lar ; I have likewife found fuch perpendicular ftrata of limc-flates in other places in the

neighbourhood of Quebec. All the hills are cultivated ; and fomeare adorned with fine

churches, houfes, and corn""eIds. The meadows are commonly in the vallies, though
402 fome
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fome were likewife on eminences. Soon after we had a fine profpefl: from one of
thefe hills. Quebec appeared very plain to the eaftward, and the river St. Lawrence
could likewife be feen ; farther diftant, on the fouth-eaft fide of that river, appears a
long chain of high mountains, running generally parallel to it, though many miles

diftant from it ; to the weft again, at fome diftance from the rifing lands where we
were, the hills changed into a long chain of very high mountains, lying very clofe to

each other, and running parallel likewife to the river, that is, nearly from fouth to

north. Thefe high mountains confift of a grey rock-ftone, compofod of feveral kinds

of ftone, which I fhall mention in the fequel. Thefe mountains feem to prove, that

the lime-flates are of as ancient a date as the grey rock-ftone, and not formed in later

times
J

for the amazing large grey rocks lie on the top of the mountains, which confift

of black lime-flates.

The high meadows in Canada are excellent, and by far preferable to the meadows
round Philadelphia, and in the other Englirti colonies. The further I advanced north-

ward here, the finer were the meadows, and the turf upon them was better and clofer.

Almoft all the grafs here is oftwo kinds, viz. a fpecies of the narrow leaved meadow-
grafs *; for its fpikes f contain either three or four flowers, which are fo exceedingly

fmall, that the plant inight eafily be taken for a bent grafs | ; and its feeds have feveral

fmall downy hairs at the bottom. The other plant, which grovi's in the meadows, is

the white clover §. Thefe two plants form the hay in the meadows ; they ftand clofe

and thick together, and the meadow-grafs (poa) is pretty tall, but has very thin ftalks.

At the root of the meadow-grafs the ground was quite covered with clover, fo that

one cannot wifli for finer meadows than are found here. Almoft all the meadows have
been formerly corn-fields, as appears from the furrows on the ground, which ftill

remained. They can be mown but once every furamer, as fpring commences vei*y

hte.

They were now bufied with making hay, and getting it in ; and I was told, they had
begun about a week ago. They have hay-ftacks near moft .of their meadows, and on
the wet ones they make ufe of conic hay-ftacks. Their meadows are commonly without

enclofures, the cattle being in the paftureson the other fide of the woods, and having

cowherds to take care of them where they arc neceflary.

The corn-fields are pretty large. I faw no drains any where, though they feemed
to be wanting in fome places. They are divided into ridges, of the breadth of two or
three yards broad, between the furrows. The pei'pendicular height of the middle of
the ridge, from the level to the ground, is near one foot. All their corn is fummer-
corn ; tor as the cold in winter deltroys the corn which lies in the ground, they never
fow in autumn. I found white wheat moft commonly in !he fields. They have like-

wife large fields with peafe, oats, in fome places fummer-rye, and now and then bar-

ley. Near almoft every farm 1 met with cabbages, pumpions, and melons. The
fields are not always fown, but lie fallow every two years. The fallow-fields are not

ploughed in fummer, fo the weeds grow without reftraint in them, and the cattle are

allowed to go on them all fummer ||.

The houfes in the country are built promifcuoufly of ftone or wood. To thofe of
ftone they do not employ bricks, as there is not yet any confiderable quantity of bricks

• Poa anguftifolia, Linn.
-f

Spicula: tr! vtl quadrl flora; minimx ; femiiia bafi pubefcentia.

X Agroilris, Linn. § Ttifolium rcpcns, Linn. Trifollum pratcnfe album. C. B.

II
Here follows, in the original, an account of tlic enclofures made life of near Quebec, which is In-

tended oidy for the Swedes, but not for a nation that has made fuch progrefs in agriculture and hufbandry
as the Englilh, F.

16 made
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made here. They therefore take what ftoncs they can find in the neighbourhood,

efpecially the black lime-flates. Thefe arc quite compact when broke, but fhiver

when expofed to the air ; however, this is of Httle confequencc, as the ftones ftick fafl

in the wall, and do not fall afunder. For want of it, they fometiincs make their

buildings of lime-ftone, or fand-ftonc, and foinetiuies of grey rock-ftone. The walls

of fuch houfes are commonly two feet thick, and feldom thinner. The people here can

have lime every where in this neighbourhood. The greater part of the houfes in the

country arc built of wood, and fometimes plaiflered over on the outfide. The chinks

in the walls are filled with clay inftead of mofs. The houfes are feldom above one
ftory high. In every room is either a chimney or ftove, or both together. The ftoves

have the form of an oblong fquare ; fomc are entirely of iron, about two feet and a

half long, one foot and a half, or two feet, high, and near a foot and a half broad ;

thefe iron floves are all cafl: at the iron-works at Trois Rivieres. Some are made of
bricks, or ftones, not much larger than the iron ftoves, but covered at top with an
iron plate. The fmoke from the ftoves is conveyed up the chimney, by an iron pipe.

In fummer the ftoves are removed.

This evening we arrived at Lorette, where we lodged with the Jefuits,

Auguft 13th. In the morning we continued our journey throL.gh the woods to the

high mountains, in order to fee what fcarce plants and curiofities we could get there.

The ground was flat at firft, and covered with a thick wood all round, except in marfliy

places. Near half the plants, which are to be met with here, grow in the woods and
moraffes of Sweden.

We faw wild cherry-trees here, of two kinds, which are probably mere varieties,

though they differ in feveral refpetls. Both are pretty common in Canada, and both
have red berries. One kind, which is called cerlfier by the French, taftes like our
alpine cherries, and their acid contracts the mouth, and cheeks. The berries of the

other fort have an agreeable fournefs, and a pleafant tafte *.

The three-leaved hellebore f grows in great plenty in the woods, and in many places

it covers the ground by itfelf. However, it couimouly choofes moffy places, that are

not very wet ; and the wood-forrel |, with the mountain enchanter's night-fhade §, are

its companions. Its feeds were not yet ripe, and moft of the ftalks had no feeds at all.

This plant is called tiflavoyanne jaune by the French, all over Canada. Its leaves and
ftalks are ufed by the Indians for giving a fine yellow colour to feveral kinds oi' work,
which they make of prepared fi^ins. The Frcr.ch, who have learned this from them,

dye wool and other things yellow with this plant.

We climbed with a great deal of difficulty to the top of one of the higheft mountains

here, and I was vexed to find nothing at its fuinmit, but what I had feen in other parts

of Canada before. We had not even the pleafure of a profpedt, becaufe the trees, with

which the mountain is covered, obftruded it. The trees that grow here are a kind of

horn-beam, or carpinus oftrya, Linn., the American elm, the red maple, the fugar-

maple, that kind of maple wliich cures fcorched wounds (which I have not yet

defcribed), the beech, the common birch-tree, the fugar-birch ||, the forb-tree, the

Canada pine, called pcruile, the mealy-tree with dentated leaves ^, the afti, the cherry-

tree (certifier,) jufb before defcribed, and the berry-bearing yew.

• Tlie kind cailed cerifier by the French, I defcribed thus in ray journal : cerafus foliis ovatis ferratis,

ferraturis profundis fere fubulatis, fruclii raccmofo. The other thus : cerafus fuliis lanceolatisj cronato-

ferratis, acutia, fruftu fere folicarlo.

f Hellebonis tiifolius. J Oxalis acetofelia, Linn. § Circsea alpina, Linn.

IJ
Betula nigra, Linn. «[ Viburnum dcntatum, Linn.

The



654 KALM's travels in north AMERICA."

The gnats In this wood were more numerous than we could have wiflied. Cold
water they reckon the befl remedy againft the bite, when the wounded places are wafhed
with it immediately after.

At night we returned to Lorette, having accurately examined the plants of note we
met with to-day.

Augufl: 14th. Lorette is a village three French miles to the weftward of Quebec,
inhabited chiefly by Indians of the Huron nation, converted to the Roman Catholic

religion. The village lies near a little river, which falls over a rock there, with a great

noife, and turns a faw-mill, and a flour-mill. When the Jefuit, who is now with them,
arrived among them, they lived in their ufual huts, which are made like thofe of the

Laplanders. They have fmce laid afide this cuflom, and built all their houfes after the

French fafliion. In each houfe are two rooms, viz. their bed-room, and the kitchen on
the outfide before it. In the room is a fmall oven of flone, covered at top with an iron

plate. Their beds are near the wall, and they put no other clothes on them than

thofe which they are drefled in. Their other furniture and utenfils look equally

wretched. Here is a fine little church, with a fteeple and bell. The fteeple is raifed

pretty high, and covered with white tin plates. They pretend that there is fome
iimilarity betvi'een this church in its figure and difpofition, and the Santa Cafa, at

Loretto in Italy, from whence this village has got its name. Clofe to the church is a

houfe built of fl:one, for the clergymen, who are two Jefuits, that conftantly live here.

The divine fervice is as regularly attended here as in any other Roman Catholic church

;

and I was pleafcd with feeing the alacrity of the Indians, efpecially of the women, and
hearing their good voices, when they fing all forts of hymns in their own language.

The Indians drefs chiefly like the other adjacent Indian nations ; the men, however, like

to wear waiftcoats, or jackets, like the French. The women keep exaftly to the In-

dian drefs. It is certain, that thefe Indians and their ancefl:ors, long fince, on being

converted to the Chrifliian religion, have made a vow to God, never to drink ftrong

liquors. This vow they have kept pretty inviolable hitherto, fo that one feldom fees

one of them drunk, though brandy and other ftrong liquors are goods which other

Indians would fooner be killed for than part with them.

Thefe Indians have made the French their patterns in feveral things, befides the

houfes. They all plant maize; and fome have fmall fields of wheat and rye. Many
of them keep cows. They plant our common fun- flower* in their maize-fields, and
mix the feeds of it into their fagamite, or maize-foup. The maize which they plant

here is of the fmall fort, which ripens fooner than the other : its grains arefmaller, but

give more and better flour in proportion. It commonly ripens here at the middle,

fometimes however at the end, of Auguft.

The Swedifh winter-wheat, and winter-rye, has been tried in Canada, to fee how
well it would fucceed ; for they employ nothing but fummer-corn here, it having been
found that the French wheat and rye dies here in winter, if it be fown in autumn.

Dr. Sarrazin has therefore (as I was told by the eldeft of the two Jefuits here) got a

fmall quantity of wheat and rye, of the winter-corn fort, from Sweden. It was Town
in autumn, not hurt by the winter, and bore fine corn. The ears were not fo large

as thofe of the Canada corn, but weighed near twice as much, and gave a greater

quantity of finer flour than that fummer-corn. Nobody could tell me, why the ex-

periments have not been continued. They cannot, I am told, bake fuch white bread

here of the fummer-corn, as they can in France of their winter-wheat. Many people

• Helianthus arwiuus.

have
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have aflured me, that all the fummer-com now employed here came from Sweden, or
Norway : for the French, on their arrival, found the winters in Canada too fevere for

the French wintor-corn, and their fumiuer-corn did not always ripen, on account of

the fhortnefs of fummer. Therefore they began to look upon Canada as little better

than an ufL-lefs country, where nobody could live; till they fell upon the expedient of

getting their fummer-corn from the niofl northern parts of Europe, which has fuc-

ceeded very well.

This day I returned to Quebec, making botanical obfcrvations by the way.
Auguil 1 5th. The new governor-general of all Canada, the Marquis de la Jon-

quiere, arrived lafl: night in the river before Quebec ; but it being late, he referved his

public entrance for to-day. He had left France on the fecond of June, but could not

reach Quebec before this time, on account of the difficulty which great fhips find in

pafling the fands in the river St. Lawrence. The fhips cannot venture to go up without

a fair wind, being forced to run in many bendings, and frequently in a very narrow
channel. To-day was another great fealf, on account of the Afcenfion of the Virgin

Mary, which is very highly celebrated in Roman Catholic countries. This day was
accordingly doubly remarkable, both on account of the holiday, and of the arrival of
the new governor-general, who is always received with great pomp, as he reprefents a-

viceroy here.

About eight o'clock the chief people in town affembled at the houfe of Mr. de Vau-
dreuil, who had lately been nominated governor of Trois Rivieres, and lived in the

lower town, and whole father had likewiie been governor-general of Canada. Thither

came likewife the Marquis de la Gallflbnniere, who had till now been governor-general,,

and was to fail for France with the firft opportunity. He was accompanied by the

people belonging to the government. I was likewife invited to fee this feflivity. At
half an hour after eight the new governor-general went from the fhip into a barge,

covered with red cloth, upon which a fignal with cannons was given from the ram-
parts, for all the bells in the town to be fet a ringing. All the people of diftinction-

went down to the fliore to falute the governor, who, on alighting from the barge, was
received by the Marquis la GalilTonniere. After they had faiuted each other, the
commandant of the town addrefled the new governor-general in a very elegant fpeech,.

which he anfwered very concifely ; after which all the cannon on the ramparts gave a
general falute. The whole flreet, up to the cathedral, was lined with men in arms,

chiefly drawn out from among the burghefles. The governor-general then walked
towards the cathedral, dreffed in a fuit of red, with abundance of gold lace. His
fervants went before him in green, carrying fire-arms on their flioulders. On his

arrival at the cathedral he was received by the biihop of Canada, and the whole clergy

aflembled. The bifhop was arrayed in his pontifical robes, and had along gilt tiara on
his head, and a great crozier of mafl'y filver hi his hand. After the bifhop had ad-

drefled a fliort fpeech to the governor-general, a prieft brought a filver crucifix on a
long Ifick, (two priefts, with lighted tapers in thjir hands, going on each fide of it)

to be kiffed by the governor. The bifhop and the priefts then went through the long

walk up to the choir. The fervants of the governor-general followed with their hats

on, and arms on their fhoulders. At laft came the governor-general and his fuite,

and after them a crowd of people. At the beginning of the choir the governor-
general, and the General de la Galiflonniere, ftopt before a chair covered with red

cloth, and flood there during the whole time of the celebration of the mafs, which was
celebrated by the bifhop himfelf. From the church he went to the palace, when the

gentlemen of note in the town afterwards went to pay their refpefts to him. The re-

ligious
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ligious of the different orders, with their refpedive fuperiors, likewife came to him, to

teftify their joy on account of his happy arrival. Among the numbers that came to

vifit him, none flaid to dine but thofe that were invited before-hand, among which I

had the honour to be. The entertainment lafted very long, and was as elegant as the

occafion required.

The governor-general, Marquis de la Jonquiere, was very tall, and, at that time,

fomething above lixty years old. He had fought a defperate naval battle with the

Englifh in the lad war, but had been obliged to furrender, the Englilh being, as it was

told, vaftly fuperior in the number of fhips and men. On this occafion he was
wounded by a ball, which entered one fide of his fhoulder, and came out at the other.

He was very complaifant, but knew how to preferve his dignity, when he diftributed

favours.

Many of the gentlemen, prefent at this entertainment afferted that the following

expedient had been fuccefsfully employed to keep wine, beer, or water, cool during

fummer. The wine or other liquor is bottled ; the bottles are well corked, hung up
in the air, and wrapped in wet clouts. This cools the wine in the bottles, notwithftand-

ing it was quite warm before. After a little while the clouts are again made wet, with

the coldefl: water that is to be had, and this is always continued. The wine or other

liquor, in the bottles is then always colder than the water with which the clouts are

made wet. And though the bottles fliould be hung up in the funfhine the above way
of proceeding will always have the fame effeft *.

Augufl 1 6th. The occidental arbor vit£E t is a tree which grows very plentiful in

Canada, but not much farther fouth. The moft foutherly place I have feen it in, is a

place a little on the fouth fide of Saratoga, in the province of New -York, and likewife

near Gaffes, in the fame province, which places are in forty-two degrees and ten

minutes north latitude.

Mr. Bartram, however, informed me, that he had found a fingle tree of this kind in

Virginia, near the Falls in the river James. Dodlor Golden likewife afferted, that he

had feen it in many places round his feat at Coldingham, which lies between New-York
and Albany, about forty-one degrees thirty minutes north latitude. The French, all

over Canada, call it cedre blanc. The Englifh and Dutch in Albany, likewife call it

the white cedar. The Englifh in Virginia, have called a thuya, which grows with them,

a juniper.

The places and foil where it grows befl, are not always alike, however it generally

fucceeds in fuch ground where its roots have fufficient moifture. It feems to prefer

fwamps, marflies, and other wet places to all others, and there it grows pretty tall.

Stony hills, and places where a number of ftones lie together, covered with feveral

kinds of moffes |, feemed to be the next in order where it grows. When the fea

fhores were hilly and covered with moffy ftones, the thuya feldom failed to grow on
them. It is likewife feen now and then on the hills near rivers, and other high grounds,

• It lias been obfcrved by feveral experiments that any liquor dipt into another liquor, and then expofed

to the air for evaporation, will get a remarkable di.'gree of cold ; the quicker the evaporation fucceeds,

after repealed dippiiii^s, the greater is the cold. 1 hertfoie fpirit of wine evaporating quicker than water,

cools mure than water : and fpiiit of fal ammoniac, made by (piick-Iimc, btin^ ftill more volatile than fpirit

of wine, its cooling qnah'ty is Hill greater. The evaporation fuccteds better by moving the vcficl contain-

ing the liquor, by expoiiug it to the air, and by blowing upon it, or ufmg a pair of bellow.s. See de Mairan,

liKTv-rtation fur le Glace, Prof. Kichnun in Nov. Comment. Petrop, ad an. 1747 & 1/4^. and Dr.
CuUen in the Ediubiir;;h phyfical and literary ElTays and Obfervations. Vol. II. p. 145. F.

+ Thnja occidcntalij, Linn.

.f
Lichen, bryum, hypiium.

which
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which are covered with a dufl like earth or mould ; but it is to be obferved that fuch

places commonly carry a fourifli water with them, or receive moifture from the upper
•countries. I have however feen it growing in fome pretty dry places ; but there it

never comes to any confiderable llze. It is pretty frequent in the clefts of mountains,

but cannot grow to any remarkable height or thicknefs. The tallefl trees I have found
in the woods in Canada, were about thirty or thirty-fix feet high. A tree of exadly ten

inches diameter had ninety-two rings round the (tern *
; another of one foot and two

inches in diameter had one hundred and forty-two rings f.

The inhabitants of Canada generally make ufe of this tree in the following cafes. It

being reckoned the mofl durable wood in Canada, and which befl: withflands putrefac-

tion, fo as to remain undamaged for above a man's age, enclofures of all kinds are

fcarce made of any other than this wood. All the pofls which are driven into the

ground, are made of the Thuya wood. The palifades roimd the forts in Canada are

likewife made of the fame wood. The planks in the houfes are made of it ; and the

thin narrow pieces of wood which form both the ribs and the bottom of the bark boats,

commonly made ufe of here, are taken from this wood, becaufe it is pliant enough for

the purpofe, efpecially whilft it is frefh, and likewife becaufe it is very light. The
Thuya wood is reckoned one of the befl for the ufe of lime-kilns. Its branches are

ufed all over Canada for befoms ; and the twigs and leaves of it being naturally bent
together, feem to be very proper for the purpofe. The Indians make fuch befoms and
bring them to the towns for fale, nor do I remember having feen any befoms of any
other wood. The frefh branches have a peculiar, agreeable fcent, which is pretty

ftrongly fmelled in houf^^s where they make ufe of befoms of this kind.

This thuya is made ufe of for feveral medicinal purpofes. The commandant of Fort
St. Frederick, M. de Lufignan, could never fufficiently praife its excellence for rheu-

matic pains. He told me he had often feen it tried, with remarkable good fuccefs,

upon feveral perfons, in the following manner. The frefh leaves are pounded in a
mortar, and mixed with hog's greafe, or any other greafe. This is boiled together till

it becomes a falve, which is fpread on linen, and applied to the part where the pain is.

The falve gives certain relief in a (hort time. Againft violent pains, which move up and
down in the thighs, and fometimes fpread all over the body, they recommend the

following remedy. Take of the leaves of a kind of polypody
J

four-fiths, and of the

cones of the thuya one-fifth, both reduced to a coarfe powder by themfelves, and mixed
together afterwards. Then pour milk-warm water on it, fo as to make a poultice,

which fpread on linen, and wrap it round the body : but as the poultice burns like fire,

ihey commonly lay a cloth between it and the body, otherwife it would burn and fcorch

the fkin. I liave heard this remedy praifed beyond meafiire, by people who faid they

had experienced its good etFedls. An Iroquefe Indian told me, that a decoction of
thuya leaves was ufed as a remedy for the cough. In the neighbourhood of Saratoga,

they ufe this decottion in the intermitting fevers.

The thuya tree keeps its leaves, and is green all winter. Its feeds are ripe towai'ds

the end of September, old ftyle. The fourth of October of this year, 1749, fome of
the cones, efpecially thofe which flood much expofed to the heat of the fun, had
already dropt their feeds, and all the other cones were opening in order to llied them.
This tree has, in common with many other American trees, the quality of growing

• Of thefe rings or circles, it is well known all trees get but one every year, fo that they ferve to afcer-

tain the age of the tree, and the qnicknefs or fl )Wiief'5 of its growth. F.

•f-
Tl)e bark is not included, when I fpcak of the diameters of thffe trees.

% Polypodinm fronde pinnata,piiini8 altetnisad bafin lupcrnc appendiculatij.

VOL. xiiu 4 p plentiful
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plentiful in marflies and thick woods, which may be with certainty called its native

places. However, there is fcare a fingle thuya tree in thofe places which bears feeds

;

if, on the other liand, a tree accidentally (lands on the outfide of a wood, on the fea

fliore, or in a field, where the air can fre:4y come at it, it is always full of feeds. I

have found this to be the cafe with the thuya, on innumerable occafions. It is the
fame likewife v.ith the fugar-maple, the maple which is good for healing fcorched

wounds, the white fir-tree, the pine called Peruffe, the mulberry and feverai others.

Auguft 1 7th. This day I went to fee the nunnery of the Urfulines, which is difpofed

nearly in the fame way as the two other nunneries. It lies in the town, and has a very

fine church.^ The nuns are renowned for their piety, and they go lefs abroad than any
others. The men are likewife not allowed to go into this monaftery, except by the

fpecial licence of the biiTiop. At the defire of the Marquis de la GallilTonniere the

bifhop granted me leave to vifit this monalfcry together with the royal phyfician

M. Gaulthier. On our arrival we were received by the abbefs, who was attended by a
great number of nuns, for the moft part old ones. We faw the church; and, it being-

Sunday, we found fonie nuns on every fide of it kneeling by themfelves, and faying

prayers. As foon as we came into the church, the abbefs and the nuns with her dropt

on their knees, and fo did M. Gaulthier and myfclf. We then went to an apartment or
fmall chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, at the entrance of which, they all fell on
their knees again. »We aftewards faw the kitchen, the dining hall, and the apartment

they work in, which is large and fine. They do all forts of neat work there, gild

pifturcs, make artificial flowers, &c. The dining hall is difpofed in the fame manner as

in the other two monafteries. Under the tables are fmall drawers for each nun to keep
her napkin, knife and fork, and other things in. Their cells are fmall, and each nun
has one to herfelf. The walls are not painted ; a little bed, a table with a drawer, and
a crucifix, and piclures of faints on it, and a chair, conftitute the whole furniture of a

cell. We were then led into a room full of young ladies about twelve years old and
below that age, fent thither by their parents to be inftrufted in reading, and in matters

of religion. They are allowed to go to vifit their relations once a day, but mufl not

flay away long. When they have learnt reading, and have received inftrudions in

religion, they return to their parents again. Near the monaflery is a fine garden^

which is furrounded with a high wall. It belongs to this inditution, and is ftocked with

all forts of kitchen-herbs and fruit-trees. When the nuns are at work, or during

dinner, every thing is filent in the rooms, unlefs fome one of them reads to the others ;.

but after dinner, they have leave to take a walk for an hour or two in the garden, or

to divert themfelves vvithin-doors. After we had leen every thing remarkable here, we
took our leave, and departed.

About a quarter of a Swedifh mile to the weft of Quebec, is a well of mineral

waters, which carries a deal of iron ochre with it, and has a pretty ftrong tafte. M.
Gaulthier faid, that he had prefcribed it with fuccefs in coftive cafes, and the like

difeafes.

I have been affurcd, that there are no fnakcs in the woods and fields round Quebec,
whofe bite is poifonous j fo that one can faiely walk in the grafs. I have never found

any that endeavoured to bite, and all were very fearful. In the fouth parts of Canada,,

it is not advifeable to be off one's guard.

A very fmall fpccies of black ants • live in ant-hills, in high grounds, in woods j they

look exadly like our Swedifh ants, but are much lefs.

* Formica nigra. Linn.

Auguft
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Augufl: 21 ft. To-day there were fome people of three Indian nations in this country

with the governor-general, viz. Hurons, ]VIici<.niacks, and Anics *
; the laft of which

are a nation of Iroquefe, and allies of the Englifli, and were taken prifoners in the laft

war.

The Hurons are fome of the fame Indians with thofe who live at Lorette, and have

received the Chriftian reh'gion. They are tall, robuft people, well fhaped, and of

a copper-colour. They have ftiort black hair, which is fhaved on the forehead, from

one ear to the other. None of them wear hats or caps. Some have ear-rings, others

not. Many of them have the face painted all over with vermillion; others have only .

ftrokes of it on the forehead, and near the ears ; and fome paint their hair with ver-

million. Red is the colour they chiefly make ufeof in painting thcmfelves ; but I have

likewife feen fome, who had daubed their face with a black colour. Many of them
have figures in the face, and on the whole body, which are ftained into the fkin, fo as

to be indelible. The manner of making them Ihall be defcribed in the fequel. Thefe
figures are commonly black ; fome have a fnake painted in each cheek, fome have

feveral crolles, fome an arrow, others the fun, or any thing elfe their imagination leads

them to. They have fuch figures likewife on the breaft, thighs, and other parts of the

body ; but fome have no figures at all. They wear a fhirt, which is either white or

checked, and a fli;iggy piece of cloth, which is either blue or white, with a blue or red

ftripe below. This they always carry over their fhoulders, or let it hang down, in which
cafe they wrap it round their middle. Round their neck, they have a ftring of violet

wampums, with little white wampums between them. Thefe wampums are fmall, of

the figure of oblong pearls, and made of the flieils which the Englifli call clams f. At
the end of the wampum ftrings, many of the Indians wear a large French filver coin,

with the king's effigy, on their breafts. Others have a large fhell on the breaft, of a

fine white colour, which they value very high, and is very dear ; others, again, have no
ornament at all round the neck. They all have their breafts uncovered. Before them
hangs their tobacco-pouch, made of the Ikin of an animal, and the hairy fide turned

outwards. Their fhoes are made of {kins, and bear a great refemblance to the ftioes

without heels, which the women in Finland make ufe of. Inftead of ftockiugs, they

wrap the legs in pieces of blue cloth, as I nave feen the Ruffian boors do.

The Mickmacks are drefled like the Hurons, but diftinguifli themfelves by their long

ftrait hair, of a jetty-black colour. Almoft all the Indians have black ftrait hair ; how-
ever, I have met with a few, whofe hair was pretty much curled. But it is to be
obferved, that it is difficult to judge of the true complexion of the Canada Indians,

their blood being mixed with the Europeans, either by the adopted prifoners of both

fexes, or by the Frenchmen, who travel in the country, and often contribute their

fhare towards the encreafe of the Indian tamilies, their women not being very fliy.

The Mickmacks are commonly not fo tall as the Hurons. I have not feen any Indians

whofe hair was as long and ftrait as theirs. Their language is different from that of

the Hurons ; therefore there is an interpreter here for them on purpofe.

The Anies are the third kind of Indians which came hither. Fifty of them went
out in the war, being allies of the Englifli, in order to plunder in the neighbourhood of

Montreal. But the Frenth, being informed of their fcheme, laid an ambufh, and killed

with the firft difcharge ot their guns forty-four of them ; fo that only the four who were
here to-day faved their lives, and two others, who were ill at this time. They are as

tall as the Plurons, whofe language they fpeak. The Hurons feem to have a longer,

• Probably onidocs. f Venus mercenaria, Linn.

4 p 2 and
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and the Anies a rounder face. The Anies have fomething cruel in their looks ; but
their drefs is the fame as that of the other Indians. They wear an oblong piece of white

tin between the hair which lies on the neck. One of thofe I faw had taken a flower of

the rofe mallow, out of a garden, where it was in full bloflbm at this time, and put it

among the hair at the top of his head. Each of the Indians has a tobacco-pipe of grey

lime-lTone, which is blackened afterwards, and has a long tube of wood. There wers
no Indian women prefent at this interview. As foon as the governor-general came in,

and was fcated in order to fpeak with them, the Mickmacks fat down on the ground,

like Laplanders, but the other Indians took chairs.

There is no printing-prefs in Canada, though there formerly was one ; but all books

are brought from France, and all the orders made in the country are written, which
extends even to the paper-currency. They pretend that the prefs is not yet introduced

here, left it ihould be the means of propagating libels againft the government, and
religion. But the true reafon feems to lie in the poornefs of the country, as no printer

could put off a fufficient numbers of books for his fubfdfence ; and another reafon may
be, that France may have the profit arifing from the exportation of boolcs hither.

The meals here are in many refpefts different from thofe in the Englilh provinces.

This perhaps depends upon the difference of cuftom, tafle, and religion, between the

two nations. They eat three meals a day, viz. breakfaft, dinner, and fupper. They
breakfaft commonly between feven and eight. For the French here rife very early,

and the governor- general can be fpoke to at feven o'clock, which is the time when he
has his levee. Some of the men dip a piece of bread in brandy, and eat it ; others

take a drara of brandy, and eat a piece of bread after it. Chocolate is likewife very
common for breakfaft, and many of the ladies drink coffee. Some eat no breakfaft aC

all. I have never feen tea made ufe of j perhaps becaufe they can get coffee and cho-

colate from the French provinces in South America ; but muft get tea from China,

for which it is not worth their while to fend the money out of their country. Dinner

is pretty exaclly at noon. People of quality have a great variety of diflies, and the reft;

follow their example, when they invite ftrangers. The loaves are oval, and baked of

wheat flour. For each perfon they put a plate, napkin, fpoon, and fork. Sometimes
they likewife give knives ; but they are generally omitted, all the ladies and gentlemen

being provided with their own knives. The fpoons and forks are of fdver, and the

plates of Delft ware. The meal begins with a foup, with a good deal of bread in it,.

Then follow fi'cfh meats of various kinds, boiled and roafted, poultry, or game,,

fricaffees, ragoos, &c. of feveral forts j together with different kinds of fallads. They
commonly drink red claret at dinner, mixed with water ; and fpruce beer is likewife

much in ufe. The ladies drink water and fometimes wine. After dinner the fruit

and fweet-mcats are ferved up, which are of many different kinds, viz. walnuts from,'

France or Canada, either ripe or pickled ; almonds, raifms, hafelnuts, feveral kinds

of berries, which are ripe in the fummer ftafon, fuch as currents, cran-berries, which'

are preferved in treacle ; many prefervcs in fugar, as ftraw-berries, rafp-berries, black-

berries, and mofs-berries. Cheefe is likewife a part of the defert, and fo is milk,

which they eat laft of all with fugai*. Friday and Saturday they eat no flefh, according*

to the Roman Catholic rites ; but they well know how to guard againft hunger^ Oa
ihofe days they boil all forts of kitchen-herbs, aiid fruit; fifties, eggs, and milk,

prepared in various ways. They cut cucumbers into flices, and eat them with cream,
which is a very good difli. Sometimes they put whole cucumbers on the table, and
every body that likes them takes one, peels, and flices it, and dips the flices into fait,

eating them like jaddifhes. Melons abuuud here, and are always eaten with fugar.

They
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They never put any fugar into wine or brandy, and upon the whole, they and the
Englifli do not ufe half I'o much fugar, as we do in Sweden ; though both nations have
large fugar plantations in their Wclr Indian pofTeflions. They fay no grace before, or
after their meals, but only crofs themfclves, which is likewife omitted by feme. Im-
mediately after dinner, they drink a dilh of coffee, without cream. Supper is com-
monly at feven o'clock, or between feven and eight at night, and the difhes the fame
as at dinner. Pudding and punch is not to met with here, though the latter is well

known.
Anguft 23. In many places hereabouts they ufe their dogs to fetch water out of the

river. I faw two great dogs to-day put before a little cart, one before the other.

They had neat harnefs, like horfes, and bits in their mouths. In the cart was a barrel.

The dogs are dircdted by a boy, who runs behind the cart, and as foon as they come
to the river, they jump in of their own accord. When the barrel is filled, the dotrs-

draw their burthen up the hill again, to the houfe they belong to. I have frequently

feen dogs employed in this manner, during my flay at Quebec. Sometimes they put
but one dog before the water carts, which are made fmall on purpofe. The dogs are

not very great, hardly of the fize of our common farmers dogs. The boys that attend
them have great whips, with which they make them go on occafionally. I have feea
them fetch not only water, but likewife wood, and other things. In winter it is

cuftomary in Canada, for travellers to put dogs before little fledges, made on purpofe
to hold their cloathes, provifions, &c. Poor people commonly employ them on their

winter journies, and go on foot themfelves. Almoft all the wood, which the poorer
people in this country fetch out of the woods in winter, is carried by dogs, which have
therefore got the name of horfes of the poor people. They commonly place a pair of
dogs before each load of wood. I have likewife feen fome neat little fledges, for ladies

to ride in, in winter ; they are drawn by a pair of dogs, and go farter on a good road
than one would think. A middle-fized dog is fufficient to draw a fingle perfon, when
the roads are good. I have been told by old people, that horfes were very fcarce here
in their youth, and almoft all the land-carriage was then effedled by dogs. Several
Frenchmen, who have been among the Efquimaux on Terra Labrador, have affured

me, that they not only make ufe of dogs for drawing drays, with their provifions,.

and other neceflaries, but are likewife drawn by them themfelves, in little fledges.

Auguft 25th. The high hills to the weft of the town abound with fprings. Thefe
hills confift of the black lime-flate, before mentioned, and are pretty fleep, fo that it

is difficult to get to the top. Their perpendicular height is about twenty or four-and-

twenty yards. Their fummits are destitute of trees, and covered with a thin cruft of
earth, lying on the lime-flates, and are employed for corn-fields, or paftures. It feems
inconceivable, therefore, from whence thefe naked hills could take fo many runnino-

fprings, whJch in fome places gufli out of the hills, like torrents. Have thefe hills the

quality of attrafling the water out of the air in the day time, or at night ? Or are the

lime-flates more apt to it than others ?

All the horfes in Canada are ftrong, well made, fwift, as tall as the horfes of oue
cavalry, and of a breed imported from France. The inhabitants have the cultom of
docking the tails of their horfes, which is rather hard upon them here, as thty cannot
defend themfelves againll the numerous fwarms oi gnats, gad-flies, and horfe-flies.

They put the horfes one before the other in their carts, which- has probably occa-

fioned the docking of their tails, as the horfes would hurt the eyes of thole behind
thein, by moving their tails backwards and forwards. The governor-general, and a

few of the chief people in town, have coaches, the reft make ufe of open horfe-chairs.

k
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It is a general complaint, that the country people begin to keep too many horfes, by

which means the cows are kept fhort of food in winter.

The cows have hkewife been imported from France, and are of the fize of our

common Swedifh cows. Every body agreed that the cattle, which were born of the

original French breed, never grow up to the fame fize. This they afcribe tothe cold

winters, during which they are obliged to put their cattle into ftables, and give them

but little food. Almoft all the cows have horns, a few, however, I have feen without

them. A cow without horns would be reckoned an unheard of curiofity in Penfylvania.

The beef and veal at Quebec is reckoned fatter and more palatable than at Montreal.

Some look upon the falty paflures below Quebec as the caufe of this difference. la

Canada the oxen draw with the horns, but in the Englifli colonies they draw with their

withers, as horfes do. The cows vary in colour; however, niofl of them are either red

or black.

Every countryman commonly keeps a few fheep, which fupply him with as much
wool as he wants to clothe himfelf with. The better fort of clothes are brought from

France. The fheep degenerate here, after they are brought from France, and

their progeny Hill more fo. The want of food in winter is faid to caufe this

degeneration.

I have not feen any goats in Canada, and I have been affured that there are none.

I have feen but very few in the Englifh colonies, and only in their towns, where they

are kept on account of fome fick people, who drink the milk by the advice of their

phyficians.

The harrows are triangular; two of the fides are fix feet, and the third four feet

long. The teeth, and every other part of the harrows are of wood. The teeth are

about five inches long, and about as much diflant from each other.

The profpefl: of the country about a quarter of a mile Swcdifn, north of Quebec, on

the weil fide of the river St. Lawrence, is very fine. The country is very flcep towards

the river, and grows higher as you go farther from the walei". In maiiy places it is

naturally divided into terraces. From the heights, one can look a great way : Quebec

appears very plain to the fouth, and the river bt. Lawrence to the call, on which were

vefTels failing up and down. To the well are the high mountains, which the hills of

the river end with. All the country is laid out for corn-fields, meadows, and pafturesj

inoft of the fields were fovn with wheat, many v.ith white oats, and fome with peafe.

Several fine houfes and farms are interlperfed all over the country, and none are ever

together. '1 he dwelling houfe is commonly built of black limc-flatcs, and generally

vhite-wafhed on the outfide. Many rivulets and brooks roll down the high grounds,

above which the great mountains lie ,and which confifl: entirely of the black lime-flates,

that fhiver in pieces in the open air. On the lime-flates lies a mould of two or three

feet in depth. The foil in the corn-fields is always mixed with little pieces of the lime-

flate. All the rivulets cut their beds deep into the ground ; fo that their fhores are

commonly of lime-fiatc. A dark grey lime-flone is fometimes found among the ftrata,

iwhich, when broke, fmclls like flink-ilone.

They were now building feveral fhips below Quebec, for the king's account. How-
ever, before my departure, an order arrived from France, prohibiting the further

building of fliips of war, except ihofe which were already on the ilceks ; becaufe they

had found, that the fliips built of American oak do not lait fo long as thofe of European

oak. Near Quebec is fi;ui;d very little oak, and what grows there is not fit for ufe,

being very fmall ; therefore they are obliged to fetch their oak timber from thoft parts

of Canada which border upon New England. But all the North American oakt> have

3 the
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the quality of lading longer, and withflanding putrcfaclion better, the farther north
they grow, and vice vcrjli. The timber from the confines of New England is brought
in floats or rafts on the rivers near thofe parts, and near the lake St. Pierre, which fall

into the great river St. Lawrence. Some oak is likewifc brought from the country
between Montreal and Fort St. Frederick, or Fort Champlain ; but it is not reckoned
fo good as the firll:, and the place it comes from is further ditlant.

Auguft 26th. They fliewed a green earth, which had been brought to the general,

Marquis de la GalilTbnniere, from the upper parts of Canada. It was a clay,

which cohered very -fail together, and was of a green colour throughout, like

verdigreafe*.

All the brooks in Canada contain crawfifli, of the fame kind with ours. The French
are fond of eating them, and fay they are vaftly decreafed in number fmce they have
begun to catch them.

The common people in the country feem to be very poor. They have the neceflaries

of life, and but little elfe. They are content with meals of dry bread and water,

bringing all other provifions, fuch as butter, cheefe, flefii, poultry, eggs, kc. to town,
in order to get money for them, for which they buy clothes and brandy for themfelves,

and dreffes for their women. Notwithftanding their poverty, they are always cheerful,

and in high fpirits.

Auguft 29th. By the defire of the governor-general, Marquis de la Jonquiere, and
of Marquis de la Galiflbnniere, I fet out with fome French gentlemen to vifit the

pretended filver-mine, or the lead-mine, near the bay St. Paul. I was glad to under-

take this journey, as it gave me an opportunity of feeing a much greater part of the

country than I fhould otherwife have done. This morning therefore we fet out on our
tour in a boat, and went down the river St. Lawrence.

The profpecl near Quebec is very lively from the river. The town lies very high,

and all the churches and other buildings appear very confpicuous. The fhips in the

river below ornament the landfcape on that fide. The powder magazine, which ftands

at the fummit of the mountain on which the tov*n is built, tovi^ers above all the other
buildings.

The country we paffed by afforded a no left charming fight. The river St. Lawrence
flows nearly from fouth to north here ; on both fides. of it are cultivated fields, but

more on the weft fide than on the eaft fide. The hills on both fliores are fteep and
high. A number of fine hills feparated from each other large fields, which looked

quite white from the corn with which they are covered, and excellent woods of deci-

duous trees, made the country round us look very pleafant. Now and then we faw
a church of ftone, and in feveral places brooks fell from the hills into the river.

Where the brooks are confiderable, there they have made law-mills and water-

mills.

After rowing for the fpace of a French mile and a half, we came to the ifle of
Orleans, which is a large ifland, near feven French miles and a half long, and almoft

two of thofe miles broad, in the wideft part. It lies in the middle of the river St. Law-
rence, is very high, has fteep and very woody fhores. There are fome places without

trees, which have farm hvTufes below, quite clofe to the fi\ore. The ille itfclf is

well cultivated, and nothing but fine houfes of ftone, large corn-fields, meadows,
paftures, woods of deciduous trees, and fome churches built of ftone, are to be feen

on it.

* It was probably impregnated with particles of copper ore.

We
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We went into that branch of the river which flows on the weft fide of the ifle' of

Orleans, it being the fliortelt. It is reckoned about a quarter of a French mile broad,

but fliips cannot take this road, on account of the fand banks which lie here near the

proiedling points of land, and on account of the Ihallownefs of the water, the rocks

and ftones at the bottom. The ftiores on both fides ftill kept the fame appearance as

before. On the weft fide, or on the continent, the hills near the river confift

throughout of black lime-flate, and the houfes of the peafants are made of this kind of

ftone, white-wafhed on the outfide. Some few houfes are of different kinds of ftone.

The row of ten mountains, which is on the weft fide of the river, and runs nearly

from fouth to north, gradually comes nearer to the river : for at Quebec they are near

two French miles diftant from the fhore ; but nine French miles lower down the river

they are almoft clofe to the fliore. Thefe mountains are generally covered with woods,

but in fome places the woods have been deftroyed by accidental fires. About eight

French miles and a half from Quebec, on the weft fide of the river, is a church called

St. Anne, clofe to the fliore. This church is remarkable, becaufe the (hips from

France and other parts, as foon as they are got fo far up the river St. Lawrence, as to

get fight of it, give a general difcharge of their artillery, as a fign ofjoy, that they have

paflTed all danger in the river, and have efcaped all the fands in it.

The water had a pale red colour, and was very dirty in thofe parts of "the

river which we faw to-day, though it was every where computed above fix fathoms

deep. Somewhat below St. Anne, on the weft fide of the river St. Lawrence,

another river, called le Grande Riviere, or the Great River, falls in it. Its water

flows with fuch violence, as to make its way almoft into the middle of the branch

of the river St. Lawrence, which runs between the continent and the ifle of

Orleans.

About two o'clock in the afternoon the tide began to flow up the river, and the wind

being likewife againft us, we could not proceed any farther, till the tide began to ebb.

We therefore took up our night's lodging in a great farm belonging to the priefts in

Quebec, near which is a fine church called St. Joachim, after a voyage of about

eight French miles. We were exceeding well received here. The king has given

all the country round about this place to the feminary, or the priefts at Quebec, Vr-ho

have leafed it to farmers who have built houfes on it. Here are two priefts, and a

number of young boys, whom they inftruft in reading, writing, and Latin. Moft of

thefe boys are defigned for priefts : direftly oppofite to this farm, to the eaftward, is

the north-eaft point, or the extremity of the ifle of Orleans.

All the gardens in Canada abound with red currant flirubs, which were at firft brought

over from Europe. They grow exccfllvely well here, and the flirubs or buflies are quite

red, being covered all over with berries.

The wild vines • grow pretty plentifully in the woods. In all other parts of Canada

they plant them in the gardens, near arbours and fummer houfes. The fummer-houfes

are made entirely of laihs, over which the vines climb with their tendrils, and cover

them entirely with their foliage, fo as to flielter them entirely from the heat of the fun.

They are very refrefliing and cool in fummer.

'J he ftrong contrary winds obliged us to lie all night at St. Joachim.

Auguft 30th. This morning we continued our journey in fpite of the wind, which

was very violent againft us. The water in the river begins to get a brackifti tafte,

when the tide is higheft, fomewhat below St. Joachim j and the farther one goes down,

• Vitij labrufca & vulpina.

the
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the more the faline tafle encrcafcs. At firfl: the weftern fliore of the river has fine,

but low corn-fieKls, but foon alter the high mountains run clofe to the river fide.

Before they come to the river, the hilly fliores confift of black lime-flate ; but as foon

as the high mountains appear on the river fide, the lime-flatcs difappear. For the ftone,

of which the high mountains confift, is a chalky rock-ftonc, mixed with glimmer and

quartz *. The glimmer is black, the quartz partly violet, and partly grey. AH the

four conftituent parts are fo well mixed together, as not to be eafily feparated by an
inftrument, though plainly diftinguifliable with the eye. During our journey to-day,

the breadth of the river was generally three French miles. They fliewed me the turn-

ings the fhips are obliged to fail in, which feem to be very troublefome, as they are obli-

ged to bear away for either fliorc as occafion requires, or as the rocks and fands in the

river oblige them to do.

For the diftance of five French miles we had a very dangerous paflage to go through

;

for the whole weftern fliore, along which we rowed, conlills of very high and fteep

mountains, where we could not have found a fingle place to land with iafety, during

the fpace of five miles, in cafe a high wind had arifen. There are indeed two or three

openings, or holes, in the mountains, into which one could have drawn the boat, in

the greatefl: danger. But ihey are fo narrow, that in cafe the boat could not find

. them in the hurry, it vt'ould inevitably be daflied againft the rocks. Thefe high moun-
' tains are either quite bare, or covered with fome fmall firs fianding hr afunder. In

fome places there are great clefts going down the mountains, in which trees grow very

clofe together, and are taller than on the other parts of the mountain ; fo that thofe

places look like quick hedges, planted on the folid rock. Soon after we paffed a fmall

church, and fome farms round it. The place is called Petite Riviere, and they fay its
'

inhabitants are very poor, which feems very probable. They have no more land to

cultivate than what lies between the mountains and the river, which in the wideft part

is not above three raulket-fhot, and in moil parts but one broad. About feventeen

French miles from Quebec the water is fo falty in the river that no one can drink it,

our rowers therefore provided themfelves with a kettle full of frefli water this morn-
ing. About five o'clock in the evening we arrived at bay St. Paul, and took our

lodgings with the priefts, who have a fine large houfe here, and entertained us very

hofpitably.

Bay St. Paul is a fmall parifli, about eighteen French miles below Quebec, lying at fome
diftance from the (hore of a bay formed by the river, on a low plain. It is furrounded

by high mountains on every fide, one large gap excepted, which is over againft the

river All the farms are at fome diftance from each other. The church is rec-

'koned one of the moft ancient in Canada ; which feems to be confirmed by its bad
architetScure, and want of ornaments ; for the walls are formed of pieces of timber,

erefted at about two feet diftance from each other, fupporting the roof. Between thefe

pieces of timber, they have made the walls of the church of lime-flate ; the roof is flat

;

the church has no Iteeple, but a bell fixed above the roof, in the open air. Almofl

all the country in this neighbourhood belongs to the priefts, who have leafed it to the

farmers. The inhabitants live chiefly upon agriculture, and making of tar, which lafl

is fold at Quebec.

This country being low, and fituated upon a bay of the river, it maybe conjeftured,

ihat this flat ground was formerly part of the bottom of the river, and formed itfelf

either by a decreafe of water in the rivtr, or by an encrtafe of earth, which was carried

• Saxum micBceo quarzofo calcarium.
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upon it from the continent by the brooks, or thrown on it by ftorms. A great part of
the plants which are to be met with here are hkewife marine ; fuch as glafs-wort, fea

milk-wort, and fea-fide peafe *. But when I have alked the inhabitants, whether they

find fhells in the ground by digging for wells, they always anfwered in the negative.

I received the fame anfwer from thofe who Hve in the low fields direftly north of Que-
bec, and all agreed, that they never found any thing by digging, but different kinds of

earth and fund.

It is remai-kable, that there is generally a different wind in the bay from that in the

river, which arifes from the high mountains, covered with tall woods, with which it is

furrounded on every fide but one. For example, when the wind comes from the

river, it ftrikes againfl one of the mountains at the entrance of the bay, it is reflefted,

and confequently takes a direftion quite different from what it had before.

I found fand of three kinds upon the fhore ; one is a clear coarfe fand, confifting of
angulated grains of quartz, and is very common on the fhore ; the other is a fine black

fand, which I have likewife found in abundance on the fhores of Lake Champlain f, and
which is common all over Canada. Almofl every grain of it is attraded by the magnet.

Befides this, there is a garnet-coloured fand |, which is likewife very fine. This may
owe its origin to the garnet-coloured grains of fands which are to be found in all the

Hones and mountains here near the fhore. The fand may have arifen from the

crumbled pieces of fome ftones, or the Hones may have been compofed of it. I have

found both this and the black fand on the fhores, in feveral parts of this journey ; but

the black fand was always the mofl plentiful.

Auguft 3ifl. All the high hills in the neighbourhood fent up a fmoke this morn-
ing, as from a charcoal-kiln.

Gnats are innumerable here ; and as foon as one looks out of doors, they imme-
diately attack him ; and they are ftill worfe in the woods. They are exadtly the fame
gnats as our common Swedifh ones, being only fomewhat lefs than the North American
gnats all are. Near Fort St. Jean, I have likewife feen gnats which were the fame

with ours, but they were fomewhat bigger, almofl of the fize of our crane-flies §.

Thofe which are here beyond meafure blood-thirfty. However, I comforted mvfelf,

becaufe the time of their difappearance was near at hand.

This afternoon we went ftill lower down the river St. Lawrence, to a place, where,

we were told, there were filver or lead mines. Somewhat below bay St. Paul, we
paffed a neck of land, which confifts entirely of a grey, pretty compaft lime-ftone, lying

in dipping, and almofl perpendicular ftrata. It feems to be merely a variety of the

black lime-flatcs. The ftrata dip to the fouth-eafl, and baffet out to the north-weft.

The thicknefs of each is from ten to fifteen inches. When the ftone is broken, it has

a ftrong fmcll, like ftink-flone. We kept, as before, to the weflern flioreof the river,

which confifts of nothing but fleep mountains and rocks. The river is not above three

French miles broad here. Now and then we could fee ftripes in the rock, of a fine

white, loofe, femiopaque fpar. In fome places of the river are pieces of rock as big as

houfes, which had rolled from the mountains in fpring. The places they formerly

occupied are plainly to be fecn.

By way of amufement, I wrote down a few Algonkin words, which I learnt from a

Jefuit who has been a long time among the Algonkins. They call water, mukuman
j

the head, uftigon j the heart, uta ; the body, veetras ; the foot, ukhita j a little boat.

Salicornia, Glaux, Pifum maritlmum. t See a former paffage.

Alfu mentioned before. j Tipula horlorum. L inn,

u/hj
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ufli ; a fhip, nabikoan ; fire, fkute ; hay, maflcoefee ; the hare, whabus
; (they have a

^erb, which cxprefles the adion of hunting hares, derived from the noun) the marten,

whabiftanis ; the elk, moofu * (but fo that the final u is hardly pronounced) ; the rein-

deer, atticku ; the moufe, mawitulfis. The Jcfuit who told me thofe particulars, like-

wife informed me, that he had great reafon to believe, that, if any Indians here owed
their origin to Tataria, he thought the Algonkins certainly did ; for their language is

univerfally fpoken in that part of North America which lies far to the weft of Canada,
towarcjs Afia. It is faid to be a very copious language ; as for example, the verb to

go upon the ice, is entirely different in the Algonkin from to go upon dry land, to go
upon the mountains, Sec.

Late at night we arrived at Tcrre d'Eboulement, which is twenty-two French miles

from Quebec, and the lafl cultivated place on the weftern fhore of the river St. Law-^
rence. The country lower down is faid to be fo mountainous that no body can live

in it, there not being a fingle fpot of ground which could be tilled. A little church,
belonging to this place, ftands on the (hore, near the water.

No walnut-trees grow near this village, nor are thereany kinds of them further north
of this place. At bay St. Paul there are two or three walnut-trees of that fpecics

which the Englifh call butter-nut-trees ; but they are looked upon as great rarities,

and there are no others in the neighbourhood.

Oaks of all kinds will not grow near this place, nor lower down, or further north.

Wheat is the kind of corn which is fown in the greateft quantities here. The foil

is pretty fertile, and they have fometimes got twenty-four or twenty-fix bufhels from
one, though the harveft is generally ten or twelve fold. The bread here is whiter than

any where elfe in Canada.

They fow plenty of oats, and it fuccceds better than the wheat.

They fow likewife a great quantity of peas, which yield a greater encreafe than any
com ; and there are examples of its producing an hundred fold.

Here are but few birds ; and thofe tiiat pafs the fumnier here migrate in autumn

;

fo that there are no other birds than fnow-birds, red partridges, and ravens, in winter.

Even crows do not venture to expofe themfelves to the rigours of winter, but take

flight in autumn.

The bull-frogs live in the pools of this neighbourhood. Fire-flies are likewife to be
found here.

Inftead of candles, they make ufe of lamps in country places, in which they burn
train-oil of porpeffes, which is the common oil here. Where they have none of it,

they fupply its place with train-oil of feals.

Sept. I ft. There was a woman with child in this village, who was now in the fifty-

ninth year of her age. She had not had the catamenia during eighteen years.

In the year 1748, (he got the fmall-pox, and now ftie was very big. She faid flie was
very well, and could feel the motions of the foetus. She looked very well, and had her
hufband alive. This being an uncommon cafe, flie was brought to the royal phyfician,

M. Gaulthier, who accompanied us on this journey.

• The famous moofc-deer is accordingly nothing but an elk ; for no one can deny the derivation of
moofe-deer form moofu. Conftdering efpecially, that before the Iroquefe or Five Nations grew to that

power, which they at prefent have all over North America, the Algonkins were then the leading nation

among the Indians, and their language was of courfe then a moll univcrfal l.uiguage over the greater

part of North America; and though they have been very nearly dcllroyed by thelioquefe, their language
K fliilmore univerfal in Canada than any of the red. F.
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At half an hour after feven this morning we went down the river. The country

near Terre d'Eboulcmcnt is higli, and confiils of hills of a loofe mould, which lie iu'

three or four rows above each other, and are all well cultivated, and moflly turned inta

corn-fields; though there are likewife meadows and paftures.

The great earthquake which happened in Canada, iu February 1663, and which is

mentioned by Charlevoix *, has done confiderable damage to this place. Many hills

tumbled down ; and a great part of the corn-fields on the loweft hills were deftroyed.

'i hev fliewed me leveral little iflands, which arofe in the river on this occafion.

There are pieces of black lime-flate fcattered on thofe hills, which confift of mould.

For the fpace of eight French miles along the fide of the river there is not a piece of

lime-flate to be feen ; but iaflead of it, there are high grey mountains, confifting of a

rock-ftone, which contains a purple and a chryftaline quartz, mixed with lime-ftone,

and black glimmer. The roots of thefe mountains go into the water. We now
begin to fee the lime-flates again.

Here are a number of terns t, which fly about, and make a noife along the fliore.

The river is her computed at about four French miles broad.

On the fides of the river, about two French miles inland, there arefuch terraces of

earth as at Terra d'Eboulement j but foon after they are fucceeded by high difagreeable

mountains.

Several brooks fall into the river here, over the deep fhores, with a great noife.

The fhores are fometimes feveral yards high, and confifts either of earth, or of rock-

ftone.

One of thefe brooks, which flows over a hill of lime-fl;one, contains a mineral water.

It has a ftrong fmell of fulphur, is very clear, and does not change its colour whea
mixed with gall-apples. If it is poured into a filver cup, it looks as if the cup was

gilt ; and the water leaves a fediment of a crimfon colour at the bottom. The llones

and pieces of wood, which lie in the water, are covered with a flime, which is a pale

grey at the top, and black at the bottom of the flone. This flime has not much pun-

crency, but tades like oil of tobacco. My hands had a fulphureous fmell all day, becaufe

I had handled fome of the flimy flones.

The black lime>flate now abounds again, near the level of the water. It lies in ftrata,.

which are placed almoft perpendicularly near each other, inclining a little towards

"W. S. W. Each ftralum is between ten and fifteen inches thick. Mofl; of them are-

fhivcred into thin leaves at the top, towards the day ; but in the infide, whither neither

fun, nor air and water can penetrate, they areclofeand compad. Some of thefe ftoneS'

are not quite black, but have a greyifh caft.

About noon we arrived at Cape aux Oyes, or Geefe Cape, which has probably got

its name from the number of wild geefe which the French found near it, on their firft •

arrival in Canada. At prefent we faw neither geefe, nor any kind of birds here, a

fingle raven excepted. Ilere we were to examine the renowned metallic veins in the

mountain ; but found nothing more than fmall veins of a fine white fpar, containing a^

few fpccks of lead ore. Cap aux Oyes is computed twenty-two, or twenty-five French

miles diflant from Quebec. I was mod pleafed by finding, that mofl: of the plants are

the fame as'grow in Sweden ; a proof of which I fliall produce in the fequei.

The fand-reed
J
grows in abundance in the fand, and prevents its being blown,

about by the wind.

• See hh Hilloire ilc la Nouvcllc France, tom.ii. p. m. 125. •} Sterna hiruiido, Linn.

t Arur.do arenaria, Linn.

The
,
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The fea-limc grafs * likewife abounds on the fhorcs. Roth it and the preceding plant

are called feiglc de nicrf by the French. I have been alTurcd that thefo plants grow
in great plenty in Newfoundland, and on other North American flnrcs ; the places

covered with them looking, at a diltance, like corn-fields; which might explain the
paflagc in our northern accounts, of the excellent wine-land +

, which mention-;, that

they had found whole fields of wheat growing wild.

The fca-fide plantain § is very frequent on the fliore. The French boil its leaves

in a broth on their fea-voyages, or eat them as a HUlad. It may likewife be pickled like

fainphire.

The bear-berries
||
grow in great abundance here. The Indians, French, Englifli,

and Dutch, in thofe parts of North America, which I have feen, call them Sagackhomi,
and mix the leaves with tobacco' for their ufe.

Gale, or fweet willow ^ , is likewife abundant here. The French call it laurier, and
feme poivrier. They put the leaves into their broth, to give it a pleafant tafte.

The fea-rocket** is, likewife, not uncommon. Its root is pounded, mixed with'

flour, and eaten here, when there is a fcarcity of bread.

The forb-tree, or mountain-afli, the cranberry-bulh, the juniper-tree, the fea-fide

peafe, the Linnasa, and many other Swedifli plants, are likewife to be met with

here.

We returned to bay St. Paul to-day. A grey feal fwam behind the boat for fome time,.

but was not near enough to be fliot at.

S«pt. 2d. This morning we went to fee the filver or lead veins. They lie a little

on the fouth-fide of the mills, belonging to the priefts. The mountain in which the

veins lie has the fame conftituent parts as the other high grey rocks in this place, viz.

a rock-ftone compofed of a whitifh or pale grey lime-ffone, a purple or almoft garnet-

coloured quartz, and a black glimmer. The lime-ftone is in greater quantities here

than the other parts ; and is fo fine as to be hardly vifible. It effervefces very (Irongly

with aqua forfis. The purple or garnet-coloured quartz is next in quantity ; lies fcat-

tered in exceeding fmall grains, and ftrikes fire when ftruck with a fleel. The little

black particles of glimmer follow next ; and laft of all, the tranfparent cryllalline

fpeckles of quartz. There are fome fmall grains of fpar in the lime-ftone. x\ll the

different kinds of ftone are very well mixed together, except that the glimmer now and
then forms little veins and lines. The flone is very hard ; but when expofed to fun-

fhine and the open air, it changes fo much as to look quite rotten, and becomes friable;

and in that cafe, its conftituent particles grow quite undiftinguifliable. The mountain
is quite full of perpendicular clifts, in which the veins of lead-ore run from E. S. E.

to W. N- W. It feems the mountain had formerly got cracks here, which were
afterwards filled up with a kind of Hone, in which the lead-ore was generated. That
ftone vv'hich contains the lead-ore is a foft, white, often femidiaphanous fpar, which
works very eafily. In it there are fometimes flripes of a fnowy white Ume-ftone, and
almoft always veins of a green kind of flone like quartz. This fpar has many cracks,

and divides into fuch pieces as quartz j but is much fofter, never ftrikes fire with fteel,.

* Elymiisarenarius, I^inn. -[• Sea rye.

-^ Vinland <let goda, or the poid wine-land, is the name which the old Scandinavian navigators gave to

America, which ihey difcovertd long before CoUimb'JB. See Torfxl Hiftoria Vinlandia; antiqnx f panis

Amcricse feptentrionolis. Hafiiiie 17J5, 410. and Mr. George Weftmann's, A. M. DiiTertatioii on that

fubjeft \Ui. 1747. F.
_

^ T>]ar,:ago maritima, Linn. 11 Arbutus uva urfi, Linn.

«] Myrica gale, Linn, •" Buniaa cakile, Linn.

does
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does not efFervefce with acids, and is not fmooth to the touch. It feems to be a fpecies

of Mr. Profeflbr Wallerius's vitrefcent fpar *. There are fometimes fmall pieces of a

greyifh quartz in this fpar, which emit ftrong fparks of fire, when ftruck with a ft eel.

In thefe kinds of ftone the lead-ore is lodged. It commonly lies in little lumps of the

fize of peas ; but fometimes in fpecks of an inch fquare, or bigger. The ore is very

clear, and lies in little cubes f. It is generally very poor, a few places excepted. The
veins of foft fpar, and other kinds of ftone, are very narrow, and commonly from ten

to fifteen inches broad. In a few places they are twenty inches broad ; and in one

fm"le place twenty-two and a half. The brook which interfefts the mountain towards

the mills, runs down fo deep into the mountain, that the diftance from the fummit of

the hill, to the bottom of the brook, is near twelve yards. Here I examined the veins,

and found that they always keep the fame breadth, not encreafing near the bottom of

the brook ; and likewife, that they are no richer below, than at the top. From hence it

may be eafily concluded, that it is not worth while finking mines here. Of thefe veins

there are three or four in this neighbourhood, at fome diftance from each other, but all

of the fame quality. The veins are almoft perpendicular, fometimes deviating a little.

When pieces of the green ftone before-mentioned lie in the water, a great deal of the

adherent white fpar and lime-ftone is confumed ; but the green ftone remains untouched.

That part of the veins which is turned towards the air is always very rough, becaufe the

fun, air, and rain, have mouldered a great part of the fpar §nd lime-ftone ; but the green

ftone has rcfifted their attacks. They fometimes find deep holes in thefe veins, filled

with mountain cryftals. The greateft quantity of lead or filver ore is to be found next

to the rock, or even on the fides of vein. There are now and then little grains of pyrites

in the fpar, which have a fine gold colour. The green ftone when pounded, and put

on a red-hot ftiovel, burns with a blue flame. Some fay, they can then obferve a ful-

phureous fmell, which I could never perceive, though my fenfe of fmelling is very

perfedt. When this green ftone is grown quite red-hot, it loofes its green colour, and

acquires a whitiflt one, but will not effervefce with aqua fortis.

The fulphureous fprings (if I may fo call them) are at the foot of the mountain,

which contains the filver, or lead ore. Several fprings join here, and form a little

brook. The water in thofe brooks is covered with a white membrane, and leaves a

white, mealy matter on the trees, and other bodies in its way; this matter has a ftrong

fulphureous fmell. Trees covered with this mealy matter, when dried and fet on fire,

burn with a blue flame, and emit a fmell of fulphur. The water does not change by

being mixed with gall-apples, nor does it change blue paper into a different colour,

which is put into it. It makes no good lather with foap. Silver is tarniflied, and turns

black, if kept in this water for a little while. The blade of a knife was turned quite

black, after it had lain about three hours in it. It has a difagreeable fmell, which, they

fay, it fpreads ftill more in rainy weather. A number of grafshoppers were fallen into

it at prefent. The inhabitants ufed this water, as a remedy againft the itch.

In the afternoon we fent to fee another vein, which had been fpoken of as filver-ore.

It lies about a quarter of a mile to the north-eaft of bay St. Paul, near a point of land

called Cap au Corbeau, clofe to the ftiore of the river St. Lawrence. The mountain in

which thefe veins lie, confift of a pale red vitrefcent fpar, a black glimmer, a pale lime-

ftone, purple or garnet-coloured grains of quartz, and fome tranfparent quartz. Some-

times the rcddiih vitrefcent fpar is the moft abundant, and lies in long llripes of finall

hard grains. Sometimes the fine black glimmer abounds more than the remaining

« Sec Walkriiis's Mineralogy, Germ. cJ. p. S7. Forft. Introd. to Mineralogy, p. i j.

t Ii isa cubic Icad-orc, orkadglancc. Forlicr's Introd. to Mineralogy, p. 51.

4 conftituent
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conflltuent part^ ; and thefe two lafl kinds of ftone "generally run in alternate ftripes.

The white lime-ftone which confifts of ahnofl; invifible particles, is mixed in among
them. The garnet-coloured quartz grains appear here and there, and fometimes form

whole ftripes. They are as big as pin's heads, round, fliining, and flrike fire with

fteel. All thefe ftones are very hard, and the mountains near the fea confift entirely

of them. They fometimes lie in almoft perpendicular flrata, of ten or fifteen inches

thicknefs. The flrata, however, point with their upper ends to the north-wcfl:, and go

upwards from the river, as if the water, which is clofe to the fouth-cafl fide of the

mountains, had forced the flrata to lean on that fide. Thefe mountains contain very

narrow veins of a white, and fometimes of a greenifli, fine, femidiaphanous, foft fpar,

which crumbles eafily into grains. In this fpar they very frequently find fpecks, which

look like a calamine blind *. Now and then, and but very feldom, there is a grain of

lead-ore. The mountains near the fliore confifl fometimes of a black fine-grained

horn-flone, and a ferruginous lime-flone. The horn-flone in that cafe is always in

three or four times as great a quantity as the lime-flone.

In'this neighbourhood there is likewife a fulphureous fpring, having exaftly the fame

qualities as that which I have before defcribed. The broad-leaved reed mace f grows

in the very fpring, and fucceeds extremely well. A mountain-afli flood near it, whofe

berries were of a pale yellow fading colour, whereas on all other mountain-afhes they

have a deep red colour.

They make great quantities of tar at bay St. Paul. We now pafTed near a place in

which they burn tar, during fummer. It is exa£tly the fame with ours in Eafl Bothnia,

only fomewhat lefs ; though I have been told, that there are fometimes very great

manufaftures of it here. The tar is made folely of the pin rouge
J,

or red pine. All

other firs, of which here are feveral kinds, are not fit for this purpofe, becaufe they do
not give tar enough to repay the trouble the people are at. They make ufe of the roots

alone, which are quite full of refin, and which they dig out of the ground ;' and of

about two yards of the flem, jufl above the root, laying afide all the refl. They have

not yet learnt the art of drawing the refin to one fide of the tree, by peeling off the

bark ; at leafl they never take this method. The tar-barrels are about half the fize of

ours. A ton holds forty-fix pots, and fells at prefent for twenty-five francs at Quebec.

The tar is reckoned pretty good.

The fand on the fhore of the river St. Lawrence confifts in fome places of a kind of

pearl-fand. The grains are of quartz, fmall and femidiaphanous. In fome places, it

confifts of little particles of glimmer ; and there are likewife fpots, covered with the

garnet-coloured fand, which I have before defcribed, and which abounds in Canada.

Sept. 4th. The mountains hereabouts were covered with a very thick fog to-day,

refembling the fmoak of a charcoal-kiln. Many of thefe mountains are very high.

During my ftay in Canada, I afked many people, who have travelled much in North

America, whether they ever met with mountains lb high, that the fnow never melts

on them in winter ; to which they always anfwered in the negative. They fay that the

fnow fometimes ftays on the higheft, viz. on fome of thofe between Canada and the

Englifh colonies, during a great part of the fummer ; but that it melts as foon as the

great heat begins.

* Former's Iiitrod. to Mineralogy, p. 50. Zincum flerilum, Lfnn. Syft. Nat. iii. p. 126. ed. xli.

•)• Typha latifolia, Linn.

X Pinus foliis gemiiiislongis; ramia triplici fafciculo foliopara tcrminatis, conis ovatis lasvibus, Flor.

Canad,

Every
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Every countryman fows as much flax as he wants for his own ufe. They had already

1aken it up feme time ago, and fpread it on the fields, meadows, and paftures, in

order to bleach it. It was very fliort this year in Canada.

They find iron-ore in feveral places hereabouts, i^lmofl: a Swedifii mile from bay

"St. Paul, up in the country, there is a whole mountain full of iron-ore. The country

round it is covered with a thick foreft, and has many rivulets of different fizes, which

fecm to make the erection of iron-works very eafy here. But the government having

as yet fuffcred very much by the iron-works at Trois Rivieres, nobody ventures to

propofe any thing further in that way.

.Sept. 5rh. Early this morning we fet out on our return to Quebec. We continued

*our journey at noon, notwithftanding the heavy rain and thunder incommoded us.

At that time we were jufl; at Petite Riviere, and the tide beginning to ebb, it was im-

.poflible for us to come up againft it ; therefoi-e we lay by here, and went on iliore.

Petite Riviere is a little village on the weftern fide of the river St. Lawrence, and

lies on a Httle rivulet, from whence it takes^ its name. The houfes are built offtone,

-and are difperfed over the country. Here is likewife a fine little church of (lone. To
the weft of the village are feme very high mountains, which caufe the fun to fet three

or four hours fooner here than ordinary. The river St. Lawrence annually cuts off a

piece of land, on the eaft fide of the village, fo that the inhabitants fear they will in a

ihort time lofe all the land they poffefs here, which at moft is but a muflvet ffiot broad.

All the houfes here are very full of children.

The lime flates on the hills are of two kiiids. One is a black one, which I have

often mentioned, and on which the town of Quebec is built. The other is generally

black, and fometimes dark grey, and feems to be a fpecies of the former. It is called

pierre a, chaux here. It is chiefly difl;inguiflied from the former, by being cut very

eafily, giving a very white lime when burnt, and not eafily mouldering into fliivers

in the air. The walls of the houfes here are entirely made of this flate ; and likewife

the chimnies, thofe places excepted which are expofed to the greateft fire, where they

place pieces of grey rock-ftone, mixed with a deal of glimmer. The mountains near

JPetite Riviere confift merely of a grey rock-fl:one, which is entirely the fame with that

which I dtfcribed near the lead-mines of bay St. Paul. The foot of thefe mountains

confifls of one of the lime-flate kinds. A great part of the Canada mountains of grey

rock-ftone ftand on a kind of flate, in the fame manner as the grey rocks of Weft
Gothland in Sweden.

Sept. 6th. They catch eels and porpeffes here, at a certain feafon of the year, viz.

at the end of September, and during the whole month of Oftober. The eels come up

the river at that time, and are caught in the manner I have before defcribcd. They
arc followed by the porpeffes, which feed upon them. The greater the quantity of

-eels is, the greater is likewife the nimiber of porpeffes, which are caught in the follow-

ing manner : when the tide ebbs in the river, the porpeffes commonly go down along

the fides of the river, catching the eels which they find there. The inhabitants of this

place therefore ftick little twigs, or branches with leaves, into the river, in a curve

line or arch, the ends of which look towards the fliore, but ftand at fome diftancefroni

it, leaving a paff.ige there. The branches ftand about two feet diftant from each other.

When the porpeffes come amongft them, and perceive the ruffling the water makes
with the leaves, they dare not venture to proceed,- fearing left there ftiould be a fnare,

or trap, and endeavour to go back. Meanwhile the vfater has receded fo much, that

in going back they light upon one of the ends of the arch, whofe moving leaves frighten

them again. In this confufion they fwim backwards and forwards, till the water is

entirely
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entirely ebbed off, and they lie on the bottom, where the inhabitants kill them. They
give a great quantity of train-oil.

Near the fliore, is a grey clay, full of ferruginous cracks, and pierced by worms.
The holes are fmall, perpendicular, and big enough to admit a middling pin. Their
fides are likewife ferruginous, and half-petrified ; and where the clay has been
waflied away by the water, the reft looks like ochre-coloured ftumps of tobacco-pipe

tubes.

At noon we left Petite Riviere, and continued our journey towards St. Joachim.

Between Petite Riviere, which lies in a little bay, and St. Joachim, the weftern fiiore

of the river St. Lawrence confifts of prominent mountains, between which there are

feveral fmall bays. They have found, by long experience, that there is always a wind

on thefe mountains, even when it is calm at Petite Riviere. And when the wind is

pretty high at the laft-_mentioned place, it is not advifeable to go to Quebec in a boat,

the wind and waves, in that cafe, being very high near thefe mountains. We had at

prefent an opportunity of experiencing it. In the creeks between the mountains, the

water was almoft quite fmooth ; but on our coming near one of the points formed
by the high mountains, the waves encreafed, and the wind was fo high, that two
people were forced to take care of the helm, and the maft broke feveral times.

The waves are likewife greatly encreafed by the ftrong current near thofe points or

capes.

Sept. 7th. A little before noon, we continued our voyage from St. Joachim.

They employ tree-mulhrooms very frequently inftead of tinder. Thofe which are •

taken from the fugar-maple are reckoned the beft ; thofe of the red maple are next in

goodnefs ; and next to them, thofe of the fugar-birch. For want of thefe, they like-

wife make ufe of thofe which grow on the afp-tree or tremble.

There are no other ever-green trees in this part of Canada than the thuya, the yew,

and fome of the fir kind.

The thuya is efteemed for refifting putrefadion much longer than any other wood j

and next in goodnefs to it is the pine, called peruffe here.

, They make cheefe in feveral places hereabouts. That of the ifle of Orleans is,

however, reckoned the beft. This kind is fmall, thin, and round ; and four of them

weigh about a French pound. Twelve of them fell for thirty fols. A pound of fait

butter cofts ten fols at Quebec, and of frefli butter fifteen fols. Formerly, they could

o-et a pound of butter for four fols here.

The corn-fields towards the river are floping ; they are fuffered to lie fallow and to

be fown alternately. The fown ones looked yellow at this diftance, and the fallow

ones green. The weeds are left on the latter all fummer, for the cattle to feed upon. )

The afh wood furniflies the beft hoops for tuns here ; and for want of it, they take

the thuya, little birch-trees, wild cherry-trees, ajid others.

The hills near the river, on the weftern fide, oppofite the ifle of Orleans, are very

high and pretty fteep. Th?y confift, in moft part, of black lime-flate. There are

likewife fome fpots which confift of a rock-ftone, which, at firft fight, looks like a

fand-ftone, and is compofed of grey quartz, a reddifti lime-ftone, a little grey limc-

ftone, and fome pale grey grains of fand. Thefe parts of the ftone are fmall and pretty

eaually mixed with each other. The ftone looks red, with a greyi(h caft, and is very

hard. If lies in ftrata, one above another. The thicknefs of each Itratum is about

five inches. It is remarkable, that there are both elevated and hollow impreflions of

peftinites on the furface, where one likewife meets with the petrified ftiells themfelves ;

but on breaking the ftone, it does not even contain the leaft veftige of an impreflion or

VOL. XIII. 4 B petrified
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petrifitd fiiell. All the impreflions are fmall, about the length and breadth of an inch.

The particulars of quartz in the flone ftrike fire with fteel, and the particulars of" liine-

flone effcrvefce ftrongly with aquafortis. The upper and lo\\:er furfaces of the ftrata

confift of lime-ftone, and the inner parts of quartz. They break great qaantitici of this

{tone in order to build houfes of it, pave floors with it, and make flair-cafes of it»

Great quantities of it are fent to Quebec. It is remarkable, that there are petrifadtions

in this ftonc, but never any in the black lime-flates.

The women dye their woollen yarn yellow with feeds of gale *, which is called

poivrier here, and grows abundant in wet places.

This evening, M. Gaukhicr and I went to fee the water-fall at Montmorend. The
country near the river is high and level, and laid out into meadows. Above them the

high and fleep hills begin, which are covered with a cruft of mould, and turned into

corn-fields. In fome very fteep places, and near the rivulets, the hills confill of mere
black lime-flate, which is often crumbled into fmall pieces, like earth- All the fields

below the hills are full of fuch pieces of lime-flate. In fome more elevated places, the

earth confifls of a pale red colour ; and the lime-flates are likewife reddifli»

The water-fall near Montmorenci is one of the highefl; I ever faw. It is in a river

whofe breadth is not very confiderable, and falls over the fteep fide of a hill, confifting

entirely of black lime-flate. The fall is now at the bottom of a Httle creek of the river.

Both fides of the creek confift merely of black lime-flate, which is very much cracked

and tumbled down. The hill of lime-flate under the water-fall is quite perpendicular,

and one cannot look at it without aftonifiimenL, The rain of the preceding days had

encreafed the water in the river, which gave the fall a grander appearance. The
breadth of the fall is not above ten or twelve yards. Its perpendicular height

Mr. Gaulthier and I gueflfed to be between a hundred and ten, and a hundred and

twenty feet j^ and on our return to Quebec, we found our guefs confirmed by feveral

gentlemen, who had aftually raeafured the fall, and found it to be nearly as we had
conjeftured. The people who live in the neighbourhood exaggerate in their accounts

of it, abfolutely declaring that it is three hundred feet high. Father Charlevoix f is;

too fparing, in giving it only forty feet in height. At the bottom of the fall there is

always a thick fog of vapours fpreading about the water, being refolved into them by
its violent fall. This fog occafions ahnoft perpetual rain here, which is more or lefs

heavy, in proportion to its diftance from the fall. Mr. Gaulthier and myfelf, together

with the man who fliev/ed us the way, were willing to come nearer to the falling water,

in order to examine more accurately hov/ it came doven frotii fuch a height, and how
the ftone behind the water looked. But, being about twelve yards ofl^the fall, a fud-

"den guft of wind blew a thick fog upon us, which, in lefs than a minute, had wet us

as thoroughly as if we had. walked for half an hour in a heavy fiiower. We therefore

hurried av/ay a.s faft as we could. The noife of the fall is fometimes heard at Quebec,

which is two French miles off" to the fouthward ; and this is a fign of a north-eaft

wind. At other times, it can be well heard in the villages, a good way lower to the

north ; and it is then reckoned an undoubted lign of a fouthrweft wind, or of rairu.

The black lime-flate on the fides of the fall lies in dipping, and ahnoft perpendicular

llrata. In thefe lime-flate ftrata are the following kinds of ftone to be met with.

Fibrous gypfuni
J.

This lies in very thin leaves between the cracks of the lime-flate.

* Myrica gale. Linn. f See his Hifloire de la Nouv. France, torn, v, p. m. 100. '

t Gypfuin amiaiiiifovme, ^Waller. Mln. Germ. ol. p.74„ Fibrous or radiated gypfum, Eorll. IntroJ.

ti) Miaeralugy, p. 16.

Its:.
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Its colour Is a fnowy white. I have found it in fcveral parts of Canada, in the fame
black lime-ftone.

Pierre a calumet. This is the French name of a ftone difpofed in ftrata between the
lime-flatc, and of which they make almofl all the tobacco-pipe heads in the country.
The thicknefs of the ftrata is different. I have feen pieces near fifteen inches thick

;

but they are commonly between four and five inches thick. When the ftone is long
cxpofed to the open air or heat of the fun, it gets a yellow colour ; but in the infide it

is grey. It is a lime-ftone of fuch a compaftnefs, that its particles are not diftinguifhable

by the naked eye. It is pretty foft, and will bear cutting with a knife. From this

quality, the people likewife judge of the goodnefs of the flone for tobacco-pipe heads

;

for the hard pieces of it are not fo fit for ufe as the fofter ones. I have feen fome of
thefe ftones fliiveriiig into thin leaves on the outfide, where they were expofed to the

fun. All the tobacco-pipe heads, which the connnon people in Canada make ufe of,

are made of this ftone, and are ornamented in different ways. A great part of the

gentry likewife make ufe of them, efpecially when they are on a journey. The Indians

have employed this ftone for the fame purpofcs for feveral ages paft, and have taught
it the Europeans. The heads of the tobacco-pipes are naturally of a pale grey colour

;

but they are blackened whilft they are quite new, to make them look better. They
cover the head all over with greafe, and hold it over a burning candle, or any other

fire, by which means it gets a good black colour, which is encreafed by frequent ufe.

The tubes of the pipes are always made of wood *.

There are no coals near this fall, or in the fteep hills clofe to it. However, the

people in the neighbouring village fliewed me a piece of coal, which, they faid, they
had found on one of the hills about the fall.

We arrived at Quebec very late at night.

Sept. 8. Intermitting fevers of all kinds are very rare at Quebec, as Mr. Gaulthier
affirms. On the contrary, they are very common near Fort St. Frederick, and near
Fort Detroit, which is a French colony, between Lake Erie and Lake Huron, in forty-

three degrees north latitude.

Some of the people of quality make ufe of ice-cellars, to keep beer cool in, during
fummer, and to keep frefli flefli, which would not keep long in the great heat. Thefe
ice-cellars are commonly built of ftone, under the houfe. The walls of it are covered
with boards, becaufe the ice is more eafily confumed by ftones. In winter they fill it

with fnow, which is beat down with the feet, and covered with water. They then
open the cellar holes and the door, to admit the cold. It is cuftomary in fummer to

put a piece of ice into the water or wijie which is to be drank.

All the fait which is made ufe of here is imported from France. They can make
good fait here of the fea water ; but France keeping the fait trade entirely to itfelf, they

do not go on with it here.

The Efquimaux are a particular kind of American favages, who live only near the

water, and never far in the country, on Terra Labrador, between the moft outward
point of the mouth of the river St. Lawrence and Hudfon's bay. I have never had an
opportunity of feeing one of them. I have fpoken with many Frenchmen who have feen

* All over Poland, Ruflia, Turkey, and Tartary, tliey fmoke out of pipes made of a kind of ftone-

marle, to which they fix long wooden tubes; for which latter purpofe, they commonly employ the youn(r

ihoots of the various kinds of fpirxa, which have a kind of pith ealily to be thrull out. 'I'he llonc-marle

is called generally fea-fcum, being pretty loft ; and by the Tartars, in Crimea, it is called kelTtkil. And
as it cutsf fo eafily, various figures are cuiioufly carved iu it, when it is worked into pipe heads, which
often art mounted with filver. F.
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them, and had them on board their own velTels. I fhall here give a brief hiftory of
them, according to their unanimous accounts.

The Efquimaux are entirely different from the Indians of North America, in regard

to their complexion and their language. They are almoft as white as Europeans, and
have little eyes : the men have likewife beards. The Indians, on the contrary, are

copper-coloured, and the men have no beards. The Efquimaux language is faid to

contain fome European words *. Their houfes are either caverns or clefts in the

mountains, or huts of turf above ground. They never fow or plant vegetables, living

chiefly on various kinds of whales, on fealsf, and walrufles J. Sometimes they like-

wife catch land animals, on which they feed. They eat moft of their meat quite raw.

Their drink is water ; and people have likewife feen them drinking the fea-water, which
was like brine.

Their fhoes, ftockings, breeches, and jackets, are made of feal-lkins well prepared,

and fewed together with nerves of whales, which may be twifted like threads, and
are very tough. 1'heir cloaths, the hairy fide of which is turned outwards, are fewed
together fo well, that they can go up to their (houlders in the water without wetting

their under cloaths. Under their upper cloaths, they wear (hirts and waiflcoats made
of feals fkins, prepared fo well as to be quite foft. I faw one of their women's drefles ;

a cap, a waiftcoat, and coat, made all of one piece of feal's fkin well prepared, foft to

the touch, and the hair on the outfide. There is a long train behind at their coats,

which fcarce reach them to the middle of the thigh before ; under it they wear breeches

and boots, all of one piece. The fhirt I faw was likewife made of a very foft

feal's fkin. The Efquimaux women are faid to be handfomer than any of the

American Indian women, and their hufbands are accordingly more jealous in pro-

portion.

I have likewife feen an Efquimaux boat. The outfide of it confifts entirely of Ikins,

the hair of which has been taken off ; and the fides of the {kins on which they were
inferted are turned outwards, and feel as fmooth as vellum. The boat was near

fourteen feet long, but very narrow, and very fharp-pointed at the extremities. In the

infide of the boat they place two or three thin boards, which give a kind of form to

the boat. It is quite covered with fkins at the top, excepting, near one end, a hole big

enough for a fingle perfon to fit and row in, and keep his thighs and legs under the

deck. The figure of the hole refembles a femi-circle, the bafe or diameter of which
is turned towards the larger end of the boat. The hole is furrounded with wood, on
which a foft folded (kin is fattened with fhraps at its upper end.- When the Efquimaux
makes ufe of his boat, he puts his legs and thighs under the deck, fits down at the

bottom of ihe boat, draws the fkin before-mentioned round his body, and faftens it

well with the flraps ; the waves may then beat over his boat with confiderable violence,

and not a fingle drop comes into it ; the cloaths of the Efquimaux keep the wet from
him. He has an oar ia his hand, which has a paddle at each end ; it ferves him for

rowing with, and keeping the boat in equilibrium during a ftorm. The paddles of the

* The Moravian bretliren in GreeiilanJ, coming once over with fome Grecnlanders to Terra Labrador,
the Efquimaux ran away at their appiraiance ; but they oidered one of their Greenlanders to call them
hack in his language. The Efquimaux hearing his voice, and underftanding the language, immediately

flopped, came back, and were glad to find a countryman, and wherever they went among the other

Efquimaux, they gave out that one of their brethren was returned. This proves the Efquimaux to be of
a tribe different from any European nation, as the Greenland language has no fimilarity with any language
in Europe. F.

t Phoca vitulina. Linn. J Trichechus rofmarus. Linn,
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oar are vefy narrow. The boat will contain but a fingle perfon. Efquimaux have

often been found fafe in their boats many miles from land, in violent ftorms, where

(hips found it difficult to fave themfelves. Their boats float on the waves like bladders,

and they row them with incredible velocity. I am told they have boats of ditferent

fhapes. They have likewife larger boats of wood, covered with leather, in which

feveral people may fit, and in which their women commonly go to fea.

Bows and arrows, javelins and harpoons, are their arms. With the laft they kill

whales, and other large marine animals. The points of their arrows and harpoons-

are fomctimes made of iron, fometimes of bone, and fometimes of the teeth of the

walrufs. Their quivers are made of feals fkins. The needles with which they fow their

cloaths are likewife made of iron, or of bone. All their iron they get, by fome means

or other, from the Europeans.

They fometimes go on board the European fhips, in order to exchange fome of

their goods for knives and other iron. But it is not advifeable for Europeans to go on

fhore, unlefs they be numerous ; for the Efquimaux are falfe and treacherous, and

cannot fuffer ftrangers amongfl: them. If they find themfelves too weak, they run

away at the approach of ftrangers ; but if they think they are an over-match for them,

they kill all that come in their way, without leaving a fingle one alive. The Europeans

therefore, do not venture to let a greater number of Efquimaux come on board their

fhips than they can eafily mafter. If they are fhip-wrecked on the Efquimaux coafts,

they may as well be drowned in the fea as come fafe to the (hore : this many Europeans

have experienced. The European boats and fhips which the Efquimaux get into their

power, are immediately cut in pieces, and robbed of all nails and other iron, which

they work into knives, needles, arrow-heads, &c. They make ufe of fire for no other

purpofes but working of iron, and preparing the fkins of animals. Their meat is eaten

all raw. When they come on board an European fhip, and are offered fome of the

failors meat, they never will tafte of it till they have feen fome Europeans eat it.

Though nothing pleafed other favage nations fo much as brandy, yet many Frenchmen

have aifurcd me, that they never could prevail on the Efquimaux to take a dram of it.

Their miftruft of other nations is the caufe of it ; for they undoubtedly imagine that

they are going to poifon them, or do them fome hurt ; and I am not certain whether

they do not judge right. They have no ear-rings, and do not paint the face like the

American Indians. For many centuries paft they have had dogs whofe ears are

ereded, and never hang down. They make ufe of them for hunting, and inflead of

horfes in winter, for drawing their goods on the ice. They themfelves fometimes

ride In fledges drawn by dogs. They have no other domeftic animal. There are

indeed plenty of rein-deer in their country ; but it is not known that either the

Efquimaux, or any of the Indians in America, have ever tamed them. The French

in Canada, who are in a manner the neighbours of the Efquimaux, have taken a deal

of pains to carry on fome kind of trade with them, and to endeavour to engage them

to a more friendly Intercourfe with other nations. For that purpofe they took fome

Efquimaux children, taught them to read, and educated them in the belt manner

pofTible. The Intention of the French vias, to fend thefe children to the Efquimaux

again, that they might Inform them of the kind treatment the French had given them,

and thereby Incline them to conceive a better opinion of the French. But unhappily

all the children died of the fmall-pox, and the fcheme was dropt. Many perfons in

Canada doubted whether the fcheme would have fucceeded, though the children had

been kept alive. For they fay, there was formerly an Efquimaux taken by the French

and brought to Canada, where he ftaid a good while, and was treated with great

civility.
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civility. He learnt French pretty well, and feemed to relifh the French way of living

very well. When he vi'as fent back to his countrymen, he was not able to make the

leaft impreflion on them, in favour of the French ; but was killed by his nearefl rela-

tions, as half a Frenchman and foreigner. This inhuman proceeding of the Efquimaux
againft all flrangers, is the reafon why none of the Indians of North America ever

give quarter to the Efquimaux if they meet with them, but kill them on the fpot

;

though they frequently pardon their other enemies, and incorporate the prifoners into

their nation.

For the ufe of thcfe who are fond of comparing the languages of feveral nations, I

Have here inferted a few Efquimaux words, communicated to me by the Jefuit Saint

Pie. One, konibuc ; two, tigal ; three, ke ; four, miffilagat ; water, fillalokto
;

rain, killaluck ; heaven, taktuck, or nabugakfhe ; the fun, fhikonak, or fakaknuk

;

the moon, takock ; an egg, manneguk ; the boat, kagack ; the oar, pacotick ; the

knife, fhavie' ; a dog, mekke, or timilok ; the bow, petikfick ; an arrow, katfo ; the

head, niakock ; the ear, tchiu ; the eye, killik, or fliik ; the hair, nutfhad ; a tooth,

ukak ; the foot, itikar. Some think that they are nearly the fame nation with the

Greenlanders, or Skralingers ; and pretend that there is a great affinity in the

language *.

Plumb-trees of different forts brought over from France, fucceed very well here.

The prefent year they did not begin to flower till this month. Some of them looked

very well ; and I am told the winter does not hurt them.

Sept. nth. The Marquis de la Galiffonniere is one of the three noblemen, who,
above all others, have gained high efteem with the French admiralty in the lafl war.

They are the Marquiffes de la Galiffonniere, de la Jonquiere, and de I'Etendue. The
firft of thefe was of a low ftature, and fomewhat hump-backed. He has a furprifing

knowledge in all branches of fcience, and efpeclally in natural hiftory ; in which he is

fo well verfed, that when he began to fpeak with me about it, I imagined I faw our

great Linnseus under a new form. When he i'poke of the ufe of natural hiftory, of

the method of learning, and employing it to raife the (late of a country, I was aftonifhed

to fee him take his reafons from politics, as well as natural philofophy, mathematics,

and other fciences. I own, that my converfation with this nobleman was very

inftruftive to me ; and I always drew a deal of ufeful knowledge from it. He told

me feveral ways of employing natural hiflory to the purpofes of politics, and to make
a country powerful, in order to deprefs its envious neighbours. Never has natural

hiftory had a greater promoter in this country ; and it is very doubtful whether it will

ever have his equal here. As foon as he got the place of governor-general, he began

to take thofe meafures for getting information in natural hiftory, which I have men-
tioned before. When he faw people who had for fome time been in a fettled place

of the country, efpecially in the more remote parts, or had travelled in thofe parts,

he always queftioned them about the trees, plants, earths, ftones, ores, animals, &c.

of the place. He likewife enquired what ufe the inhabitants made of thefe things;

in what Itate their hufbandry was ; what lakes, rivers, and paffagcs there are ; and

a number of other particulars. Thofe who feemed to have clearer notions than the

reft, were obliged to give him circumftantial defcriptions of what they had feen. He

* The above account. of the Efquimaux may be compared with Henry Ellis's Account of a Voyage to

Hudfon's Bay. by the Dobbs Galley and Califoiiiia, &c., and the account of a Voyage for the Difcovery

of a Nurlh-wcfl PalTage by Hudfon's Streights, by the Clerk of the California. Two Vols. Svo. And
iaftly, with Crantz's Hillory of Greenland. Two. Vols. 8vo. F.

hinifelf
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himfelf wrote down all the accounts he had received ; and by this great application,

{o uncommon among perfons of his rank, he foon acquired a knowledge of the moll
dillant parts of America. The priells, commandants of forts, and of feveial difkmt

places, are of; en furpriicd by his queflions, and wonder at his knowledge, when they

come to Quv-bcc to pay their vifits to him ; for he often tells them, that near fuch a

mountain, or on fuch" a fhore, &c. where they often went a hunting, there are fome
particular plants, trees, earths,, ores. Sec. for he had got a knowledge of ihofe things

before. From hence it happened, that fome of the inhabitants believed he had a

preternatural knowledge of thin;rs, as he was able to mention all the curiofities of
places, fometimes near two hundred Swedifli miles from Quebec, though he never

was there himfelf. Never was there a better ftatefman than he ; and nobody can take

better meafures, and choofe more proper means for improving a country, and jncreafing

its welfare. Canada was hardly acquainted with the treafure it pofleffed in the

perfon of this nobleman, when it lofl: him again ; the king wanted his fervices at

home, and could i\ot leave him fo far oft". He was going to France with a coUettion

of natural curiofities ; and a quantity of young trees and plants, in boxes full of
earth.

The black lime-flate has been repeatedly mentioned during the courfe of my journey.

I will here give a more minute detail of it. The mountain on which Quebec is built,

and the hills along the river St. Lawrence, confifl: of it for fome miles together, on
both fides of Quebec. About a yard from the furface, this Hone is quite compact,
and without any cracks ; fo that one cannot perceive that it is a flate, its particles being

imperceptible. It lies in ftrata, which vary from three or four inches, to twenty thick,

and upwards. In the mountains on which Quebec is built, the ftrata do not lie hori-

zontal, but dipping, fo as to be nearly perpendicular ; the upper ends pointing north-

weft, and the lower ones fouth-eaft. From hence it is, the corners of thefe ftrata

always flrike out at the furface into the ftreets, and cut the flioes in pieces. I have
likewife feen fome ftrata, inclining to the northward, but nearly perpendicular as the

former. Horizontal ftrata, or nearly fuch, have occurred to me too. The ftrata are

divided by narrow cracksj which are commonly filled with fibrous white gypfum,
which can fometimes be got loofe with a knife, if the layer or ftratum of flate above it

is broken in pieces ; and in that cafe it has the appearance of a thin white leaf. The
large cracks are almoft filled up with tranfparent quartz cryftals, of different fizes.

One part of the mountain contains vail quantities of theie cryftals, from which the

corner of the mountain which lies to the S. S. E. of the palace, has got the name of

Pointe de Diamante, or Diamond Point. The fmall cracks which divide the ftane, go
generally at right angks ; the diftances between them are not always equal. The out-

fide of the ftratum, or that which is turned towards the other ftratum, is frequently

covered with a fine, black, fhining membrane, which looks like a kind of a pyrous

horn-ftone. In it there is fometimes a yellow pyrites, always lying in fmall grains.

I never found petrifaftions or impreffions, or other kinds of ftone in it, befides thole I

have juft mentioned. Almoft all the public and private buildings at Quebec confift of

this lime-flate ; and likewife the walls round the town, and round the monafteries and
gardens. It is eafily broken, and cut to the fize wanted. But it has the property of

fplitting into thin ihivers, parallel to the furface of the ftratum from r«hence they are

taken, after lying during one or more years in the air, and expofed to the ibn. How-
ever, this q^uality does no damage to the walls in which they are placed ; for the (tones-

being laid on purpofe into fuch a pofition that the cracks always run horizontally, the

mpper ftones prefs fo much upon, the lower ones,, that they can only get cracks cut-

A. wardly^
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wardly, and fliiver only on the outfide, without going further inwards. The fliivers

always grow thinner, as the houfes grow older.

In order to give my readers fome idea of the climate of Quebec, and of the different

changes of heat and cold, at the feveral feafons of the year, I will here infert fome
particulars extracted from the meteorological obfervations, of the royal phyfician, Mr.
Gaulthier : he gave me a copy of thofe which he had made from Oftober 1744, to the

end of September 1 746. The thermometrical obfervations I will omit, becaufe I do
not think them accurate ; for as Mr. Gaulthier made ufe of de la Hire's thermometer,
the degrees of cold cannot be exaftly determined, the quickfilver being deprefled into

the globe at the bottom, as foon as the cold begins to be confiderable. The obferva-

tions are made throughout the year, between feven and eight in the morning, and two
and three in the afternoon. He has feldom made any obfervations in the afternoon.

His thermometer was likewife inaccurate, by being placed in a bad fituation.

The year 1745. Jan. The 29th of this month the river St. Lawrence was covered

over with ice, near Quebec. In the obfervations of other years, it is obferved, that the

river is fometimes covered with ice in the beginning of January, or the end of
December.

Feb. Nothing remarkable happened during the courfe of this month.

March. They fay this has been the mildeft winter they ever felt ; even the eldeft

perfons could not remember one fo mild. The fnow was only two feet deep, and the

ice in the river, oppofite Quebec, had the fame thicknefs. On the twenty-firft there

was a thunder-ftorm, which fell upon a foldier, and hurt him very much. On the

19th and 20th, they began to make incifions into the fugar-maple, and to prepare

fugar from its juice.

April. During this month they continued to extrad the juice of the fugar-maple,

for making fugar. On the 7th the gardeners began to make hot-beds. On the 20th

the ice in the river broke loofe near Quebec, and went down ; which rarely happens
fo foon ; for the river St. Lawrence is fometimes covered with ice oppofite Quebec, on
the loth of May. On the 22d, and 23d, there fell a quantity of fnow. On the 25th
they began to fow near St. Joachim. The fame day they faw fome fwallows. The
29th they fowed corn all over the country. Ever fmce the 23d the river had been
clear at Quebec.

May. The third of this month the cold was fo great in the morning, that Celfius's

or the Swedifli thermometer, was four degrees below the freezing point ; however, it

did not hurt the corn. On the i6th all the fummer-corn was fown. On the 5th the

fanguinaria, narciflus, and violet, began to blow. The 17th the wild cherry-trees,

rafberry-bufhes, apple-trees, and lime-trees, began to expand their leaves. The flraw-

berries were in flower about that time. The 29th the wild cherry-trees were in

bloifoni. Oji the 26th part of the French apple-trees, cherry-trees, and plum-trees,

opcrted their flowers.

June. The 5th of this month all the trees had got leaves. The apple-trees were in

full flower. Ripe flraw-berries were to be had on the 22d. Here it is noted, that the

weather was very fine for the growth of vegetables.

July. The corn began to fhoot into ears on the 12th, and had ears every where on
the 21ft. (It is to be obferved, that they fow nothing but fummer-corn here) Soon
after the corn began to flower. Hay-making began the 22d. All this month the

weather was excellent.

Aug. On the 12th there were ripe pears and melons at Montreal. On the 20th
the corn was[ripe round Montreal, and the harveft was begun there. On the 22d the

harvefl
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harvefl began at Quebec. On the 30th and 31 ft there was a very fmall hoar-froft on
the ground.

Sept. The harveft of all kinds of corn ended on the 24th and 25th. Melons,
water-melons, cucumbers, and fine plums, were very plentiful 'luring the courfe of

this month. Apples and pears were likewife ripe, wliich Is not always the cafe. On
the lafl: days of this month they began to plough the land. The following is one of
the obfervations of this month :

" The old people in this country fay, that the corn was
formerly never ripe till the 15th or i6th of September, and fometinics on the i2th

;

but no iboner. They likewife aflert, that it never was perfeftly ripe. But fmce the

woods have been fufficiently cleared, the beams of the fun have had more room to

operate, and the corn ripens fooaer than before *•" It is further remarked, that the

hot fummers are always very fruitful in Canada, and that moft of the corn has hardly
ever arrived at pei'fecl maturity.

OQ.. During this month the fields were ploughed, and the weather was very fine

all the time. There was a little froft for feveral nights, and on the 2(ith it fnowed.
Towards the end of this month the trees began to flied their leaves.

Nov. They continued to plough till the loth of this month, when the trees had
filed all their leaves. Till the 18th the cattle went out of doors, a few days excepted,
when bad weather had kept them at home. On the i6th there was fome thunder and
lightning. There was not yet any ice in the river St. Lawrence on the 24th.

Dec. During this month it is obferved, that the autumn has been much milder
than ufual. On the ifl; a fliip could flill fet fail for France ; but on the i6th the river

St. Lawrence was covered with ice on the fides, but open in the middle. In the river

Charles the ice was thick enough for horfes with heavy loads to pafs over it. On the

26th the ice in the river St. Lawrence was walhed away by a heavy rain ; but on the

28th part of that river was again covered with ice.

The next obfervations fliew that the winter has likewife been one of the mildeft. I

now refume the account of my own journey.

• It is not only tlie clearinfr of woods, but cultivation, and population, that alter the climate of «
country, and make it mild. The Romans looked upon tlie winters of Germany and England as very fcvtre,

but happily both countries have at prefcnt a much more mild climate than formerly, owing to the three
above-mentioned reafons. Near Petcrfburg, under fixty degrees north latitude, the river Neva was covered
with ice 1765, in the beginning ot December and cleaied of it Apiil the 1 Ith 1766. At Tfaritfin, which
is under forty-eight degrees forty minutes north latitude, the river Volga was covered with ice the 26t.h of
November 1765, and the ice broke in the river April the 27th 1766, (all old lllle). Is it not almoft
incredible, that in a place very near twelve degrees more to the fouth, the cfft-fls of cold fhould be felt

longer, and more (evenly, than in the more northern climate ? And though the neighbourhood of
Peterfburg has a great many woods, the cold was, however, lefs fevere, and lalting ; Tfaritlin, ori the con-
trary, has no woods for many hundred miles in its neighbourhood, if we except fome few trees and buihet
along the Volga, and its iflcs. and the low land along it. Wherever the eye looks to the ealt, there arc vail

plains without woods, for many hundred miles. The clearing a countiy of woods, cannot therefore aLne
contribute fo much to make the climate milder. But cultivation does more. On a ploughed field the
fnow will always fooner melt, than on a field covered with grafs. The inflammable warm panicles brought
into the field, by the various kinds of manure, contribute much to foften the rigours of the climate ; but
the exh lations of thoufands of men and cattle, in a populous country, the burning of fo many combuftiblcs,

and the dlfperfion of fo many cauftic particles, through the whole atmofphcre ; thefe are things which con-
tribute fo much towards foftening the rigours of a climate. In a hundred fquare mile? near Tfaritfin,

there is not fo much cultivated land as there is within ten near Peterfburg ; it is in proportion to the
number of the inhabitants of both places, and this makes the chief difference of the dim; te. There is ftill

another confideration, Peterfburg lies near the fea, and Tfaritfin in an inland country; and. generally fptak-

ing, countries near the fea have been obferved to enjoy a milder climate. Theft few remaiks will be, I

Lclieve, fufficient to enable every body to judge of the charges of the climate in various countries, which, no
doubt, grow warmer and moie tenipeiate, as cultivation and population incrcafe. F.
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This evening I left Quebec with a fair wind. The governor-general of Canada, the

marquis de lajonquiere, ordered one of the King's boats, and feven men, to bring me
to Montreal. The middle of the boat was covered with blue cloth, under which we
were fecureil from the rain. I'his journey I made at the expence of the French King.

We -went three French miles to-day.

Sept. 1 2. We continued our journey during all this day.

The fmall kind of maize, which ripens in three months time, was ripe about this time,

and the people drew it out of the ground, and hung it up to dry.

The weather about this time was like the beginning of our Auguft, old ftile.

Therefore it feems autumn commences a whole month later in Canada, than in the

niidft of Sweden.

Near each farm there is a kitchen-garden, in which onions are molt abundant; becaufe

the French farmers eat their dinners of them with bread, on Fridays and Saturdays,

or falling days. However, I cannot fay, the French are drift obfei-vers of fading ; for

feveral of my rowers ate flefli to-day, though it was Friday. The common people in

Canada may be fmelled when one pafles by them, on account of their frequent ufe of

onions. Pumpions are likewife abundant in the farmers gardens. They drefs them

in feveral ways, but the mod common is to cut them through the middle, and place

the infide of the hearth, towards the fire, till it is quite roafted. The pulp is then cut

out of the peel, and eaten
;
people above the vulgar put fugar to it. Carrots, fallad,

French beans, cucumbers, and currant fhrubs, are planted in every farmer's little

kitchen-garden.

Every farmer plants a quantity of tobacco near his houfe, in proportion to the fize

of his family. It is likewife very neceflary that they fhould plant tobacco, becaufe it is

fo univerfally fmoaked by the common people. Boys of ten or twelve years of age run

about with the pipe in their mouths, as well as the old people. Perfons above the

vulgar do not refufe to fmoak a pipe now and then. In the northern parts of Canada,

they generally fmoak tobacco by itfelf ; but further upwards, and about Montreal, they

take the inner bark of the red Cornelian cherry *, crufli it, and mix it with the tobacco,

to make it weaker. People of both fexes, and of all ranks, ufe fnuff very much.

Almoft all the tobacco which is confumed here is the produce of the country, and fome

people prefer it even to Virginian tobacco : but thofe who pretend to be connoifleurs,

reckon the laft kind better than the other.

Though many nations imitate the French cuftoms
;
yet I obferved, on the contrary,

that the French in Canada, in many refpecls, follow the cuftoms of the Indians,

with whom they convcrfe every day. They make ufe of the tobacco-pipes,

{hoes, garters, and girdles, of the Indians. They follow the Iiidian way of making

war with exadlnefs ; they mix the fame things with tobacco ; they make ufe of the

Indian bark-boats, and row them in the Indian way ; they wrap fquare pieces of cloth

round their feet inftead of Sockings, and have adopted many other Indian fafhions.

When one comes into the houfe of a Canada peafant, or farmer, he gets up, takes his

hat off to the flranger, defires him to fit down, puts his hat on, and fits down again.

The gentlemen and ladies, as well as the pooreft peafants and their wives, are called

monfieur and madame. The peafants, and efpecially their wives, wear (hoes, which

confift of a piece of wood hollowed out, and are made almoft as flippers. Their boys,

and the old peafants themfelves, wear their hair behind in a cue ; and moft of them

vear red woollen caps at home, and fometimes on their journies.

• Cornus fangiiinea. Linr,

The
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The farmers prepare mod of their difhes of milk. Butter is but feldom feen, and

what they have is made of four cream, and therefore not fo good as Englifh butter*

Many of the French are very fond of milk, which they eat chiefly on falling days.

However, they have not fo many methods of preparing it as we have in Sweden. The
common way was to boil it, and put bits of bread, and a good deal of fugar, into it.

The French here eat near as much flefli as the Englifh, on thofe days when their religion

allows it ; for excepting the foup, the fallads, and the defert, all their other difhes

confifl: of flefh varioufly prepared.

At night we lay at a farm-houfe, near a river called Petite Riviere, which falls here

into the river St. Lawrence. This place is reckoned fixteen French miles from Que-
bec, and ten from Trois Rivieres. The tide is Hill confiderable here. Here is the

laft place where the hills, along the river, confifl: of black lime-flate ; further on they

are compofed merely of earth.

Fire-flies flew about the woods at night, though not in great numbers ; the French

call them mouches a feu.

The houfes in this neighbourhood are all made of wood ; the rooms are pretty large.

The inner roof refls on two, three, or four large thick fpars, according to the fize of

the room. The chinks are filled with clay inftead of mofs. The windows are made
entirely of paper. The chimney is erefted in the middle of the room ; that part of

the room which is oppofite the fire, is the kitchen ; that which is behind the chimney,

ferves the people to fleep, and receive ftrangers in. Sometimes there is an iron Hove
behind the chimney.

Sept. 13th. Near Champlain, which is a place about five French miles from Trois

Rivieres, the fteep hills near the river confifl of a yellow, and fometimes ochre-

coloured fandy earth, in which a number of fmall fprings arife. The water in them is

generally filled with yellow ochre, which is a fign that thefe dry fandy fields contain a

great quantity of the fame iron ore which is dug at Trois Rivieres. It is not con-

ceivable from whence that number of fmall rivulets takes their rife, the ground above

being flat, and exceeding dry in fummer. The lands near the river are cultivated for

about an Englifli mile into the country ; but behind them there are thick forefts, and
low grounds. The woods, which colleft a quantity of moifliure, and prevent the eva-

poration of the water, force it to make its way under ground to the river. The Ihores

of the river are here covered with a great deal of black iron-fand.

Towards evening we arrived at Trois Rivieres, where we fl:aid no longer than was
neceflary to deliver the letters, which we brought with us from Quebec. After that

we went a French mile higher up, before we took our night's lodging.

This afternoon we faw three remarkable old people. One was an old Jefuit, called

father Jofeph Aubery, who had been a miflionary to the converted Indians of St.

Francois. This fummer he ended the fiftieth year of his miflion. He therefore re-

turned to Quebec, to renew his vows there ; and he feemed to be healthy, and in good

fpirits. The other two people were our landlord and his wife ; and he was above

eighty years of age, and flie was not much younger. They had now been fifty-one

years married. The year before, at the end of the fiftieth year of their marriage, they

went to church together, and offered up thanks to God Almighty for the great grace

he gave them. They were yet quite well, content, merry, and talkative. The old

man faid, that he was at Quebec when the Englifli befieged it, in the year 1690, and

that the bifliop went up and down the flreets, drelfed in liis pontifical robes, and a

fword in his hand, in order t6 recruit the fpirits of the foldiers.

4 s 2 This
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This old man faid, that he thought the winters were formerly much colder than they

are now. There fell likewife a greater quantity of fnow when he was young. He
could remember the time when pumpions, cucumbers, &c. were killed by the froft

about midfummer, and he aflurcd me, that the fummers were warn)er now than they

ufed to be formerly. About thirty and fomc odd years ago, there was fuch a fevere

winter in Canada, that the froll killed many birds ; but the old man could not remem-

ber the particular year. Every body allowed, that the fummers in 1748 and 1749
had been warmer in Canada than they have been many years ago.

The foil is reckoned pretty fertile ; and wheat yields nine or ten grains from one.

But when this old man was a boy, and the country was new and rich every where, they

could get twenty or four-and-twcnty grains from one. They fovv but little rye here ;

nor do they fow much barley, except for the ufe of cattle. They complain, however,

that when th?v have a bad crop they are obliged to bake bread of bnrley.

Sept. 14th. This morning we got up early, and purfued our journey. After we

had gone about two French miles, we got into lake St. Pierre, which we crofled.

Many plants, which are common in our Svvedifh lakes, fwim at the top of this water.

This lake is faid to be covered every winter with fuch flrong ice, that a hundred loaded

horfes could go over it together with fafety.

A craw-filh, or river lobfter, fomewhat like a crab, but quite minute, about two

geometrical lines long, and broad in proportion, was frequently drawn up by us with

the aquatic weeds. Its colour is a pale greenifh white.

The cordated pontederia * grows plentiful on the fides of a long and narrow canal of

water, in the places frequented by our water-lillies f. A great number of hogs wade

far into this kind of ftrait, and fometimes duck the greatelf part of their bodies under

water, in order to get at the roots, which they are very fond of.

As foon as we were got through lake St. Pierre, the face of the country was entirely

chanTedj and became as agreeable as could be wilhed. The ifles, and the land on

both fides of us, looked like the prettieft pleafure-gardens ; and this continued till

near Montreal.

Near every farm on the river-fide there are fome boats, hollowed out of the trunks

of fingle trees, but commonly neat and well made, having the proper ihape of boats.

In one place I faw a boat made of the bark of trees.

Sept. 15th. We continued our journey early this morning. On account of the

drength of the river, which came down againft us, we were fometimes obliged to let

the rowers go on ihore, and draw the boat.

At four o'clock in the evening we arrived at Montreal ; and our voyage was

reckoned a happy one, becaufe the violence of the river flowing againd us all the way,

and the changeablenefs of the winds, commonly protraft it to fourteen days.

Sept. 19th. Several people here in town have got the French vines, and planted

them in their gardens. They have two kinds of grapes, one of a pale green, or almoft

white ; the other, of a reddifh brown colour. Froni the white ones they fay white

wine is made ; and from the red ones, red wine. The cold in winter obliges them to

put dung round the roots of the vines, without which they would be killed by the fi;oftk

The grapes began to be ripe in thefe days ; the white ones are a little fooner ripe than

the red ones. They make no wine of them here, becaufe it is not worth while ;

but they are ferved up at delTerts. They fay thefe grapes do not grow fo big here as

in France.
• Ponltdcru cjrdiita. Linn. f Nymphacx.

Water
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Water-melons * are cultivated in great plenty in the Englifh and French American
colonies ; and there is hardly a peaCant here, who has not a field planted with them.
They are chietly cultivated in the neighbourhood of towns ; and they are very rare in

the north part ot Canada. The Indians plant great quantities of water-melons at pre-

fent ; but whether they have done it of old is not eafily determined ; for an old Onidoe
Indian (of the fix Iroquefe nations) aifurtd me, that the Indians did not know water-

melons before the Europeans came into the country, and communicated them to the

Indians. The French, on the other hand, have alfured me, that the Illinois Indians

have had abundance of this fruit, when the French firlt came to them ; and that they

declare, they had planted them fmce times immemorial. However, I do not remem-
ber having read that the Europeans, who firit came to North America, mention the
water-melons, in fpeaking of the difhcs of the Indians at that time. How great the

fummer heat is in thole parts of America which 1 have palled through, can eafily be
conceived, when one conliders, that in all thofe places, they never fovv- water-melons in

hot-beds, but in the open fields in fpring, wiihout fo much as covering them, and they

ripen in time. Here are two fpecies of them, viz. one with a red pulp, and one with a
white one. The firlt is more common to the fouthward, with the Illinois, and in the
Englifli colonies ;

the lad is more abundant in Canada. The feeds are fown in fprino-,

after the cold is entirely gone olF, in a good rich ground, at fome diftance from each
other ; becaufe their italks fprfad far, and require much room, if they Ihall be very
fruitful. They were now ripe at Montreal ; but in the Englifli colonies they ripen

in July and Augufl. Ihey commonly require lefs time to ripen in than the common
melons. Thofe in the Englifh colonies are commonly fweeter and more agreeable

than the Canada ones. Does the greater heat contribute any thing towards makino-

them more palatable ? Thofe in the province of New York are, however, reckoned
the beft.

The water-melons are very juicy ; and the juice is mixed with a cooling pulp, which
is very good in the hot fummer-feafon. Nobody in Canada, in Albany and in other
parts of New York, could produce an example that the eating of water-melons in

great quantities had hurt any body ; and there are examples even of fick perfons ealine

them without any danger. Further to thefouth, the frequent ufe of them, it is thought,

brings on intermitting fevers, and other bad diftempers, efpecially in fuch people as

are lefs ufed to them. Many Frenchmen aflfured me, that when people born in Ca-
nada came to the Illinois, and eat feveral times of the water-melons of that part, they
immediately got a fever ; and therefore the Illinois advife the French not to eat of a
fruit fo dangerous to them. They themfelves are fubjed to be attacked by fevers, if

they cool their flomachs too olten with water-melons. In Canada they keep them in

a room, which is a little heated ; by which means they will keep frelh two months
after they are ripe ; but care mud be taken, that the froft fpoil them not. In the

Englifli plantations they likewife keep them frelh in dry cellars, during part of the

winter. They affured me that they keep better when they are carefully broke off from
the llalk, and afterwards burnt with a red-hot iron, in the place where the flalk was
faftened. In this manner they may be eaten at Chiiftmas, and after. In Penfylvania,

where they have a dry fandy earth, they make a hole in the ground, put the water-

melons carefully into it with their ftalks, by which means they keep verv frefli during

a great part of the winter. Few people, however, take this trouble with the water-

* Cucurbita ciCruUus. Linn.

melons.



686 kalm's travels in north America.

melons, becaufe they being very cooling, and the winter being very cold too, it feems,

to be lefs neceflary to keep them for eating in that feafon, which is already very cold.

They are of opinion in thefe parts, that cucumbers cool more than water-melons. The
latter are very ftrongly diuretic. The Iroquefe call them onoheferakatee.

Gourds of feveral kinds, oblong, round, flat or compreflTed, crook-necked, fmall, &c.

are planted in all the Englifli and French colonies. In Canada, they fill the chief part

of the farmers' kitchen-gardens, though the onions came very near up with them.

Each farmer in the Englifh plantations, has a large field planted with gourds, and the

Germans, Swedes, Dutch, and other Europeans, fettled in their colonies, plant them.

Gourds are a confiderable part of the Indian food ; however, they plant more fnualhes

than common gourds. They declare, that they have had gourds long before the Euro-

peans difcovered America ; which feems to be confirmed by the accounts of the firft

Europeans that came into thefe parts, who mentioned gourds as common food among
the Indians. The French here call them citrouilleSj and the Englilh in the colonies,

pumpkins. They are planted in fpring, when they have nothing to fear from the froft,

in an enclofed field, and a good rich foil. They are likewife frequently put into old

hot-beds. In Canada, they ripen towards the beginning of September, but further

fouthward they are ripe at the end of July. As foon as the cold weather commences,

they take off all the pumpions that remain on the ftalk, whether ripe or not, and fpread

them on the floor, in a part of the houfe, where the unripe ones grow perfedly ripe, if

they are not laid one upon the other. This is done round Montreal in the middle of

September; but in Penfylvania, I have feen fome in the fields on the 19th of

Odtober. They keep frefli for feveral months, and even throughout the winter, if they

be well fecured in dry cellars (for in damp ones they rot very foon) where the cold

cannot come in, or, which is ftill better, in dry rooms which are heated now and then,

to prevent the cold from damaging the fruit.

Pumpions are prepared for eating in various ways. The Indians boil them whole,

or roaft them in afhes, and eat them then, or go to fell them thus prepared in the

towns ; and they have, indeed, a very fine flavour, when roafl:ed. The French and

Englilh flice them, and put the flices before the fire to roaft: ; when they are roan:ed,

they generally put fugar on the pulp. Another way of roafting them, is to cut them
through the middle, take out all the feeds, put the halves together again, and roaft

them in an oven. When they are quite roafted, fome butter is put in, whilft they are

warm, which being imbibed into the pulp, renders it very palatable. They often boil

pumpions in water, and afterwards eat them, either alone or with flefh. Some make
a thin kind of pottage of them, by boiling them in water, and afterwards macerating

the pulp. 'I'his is again boiled with a little of the water, and a good deal of milk, and

ftirred about whilft it is boiling. Sometimes the pulp is ftamped and kneaded into dough,

with maize flour or other flour ; of this they make cakes. Some make puddings and

tarts of gourds. The Indians, in order to preferve the pumpions for a very long time,

cut them in long flices, which they fallen or twift together, and dry them cither by

the fun, or by the fire in a room. When they are thus dried, they will keep for years

together, and when boiled they tafte very well. The Indians prepare them thus at

home and on their journies, and from them the Europeans have adopted this method.

Sometimes they do not take the time to boil it, but eat it dry with hung-beef, or oiher

flefli ; and I own they are eatable in that ftate, and very welcome to a hungry ftomach.

They fometimes preferve them in the following manner at Montreal. They cut a

pumpion in four pieces, peel them, and take the feeds out of them. The pulp is put

2 in
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in a pot with boiling water, in which it miift boil from four to fix miaiitcs. It is then

put into a cullender, and left in it till the next day, that the water may run off.

"When it is mixed with cloves, cinnamon, and fome lemon peel, preferved in fyrup,

and there mull be an equal quantity of fyrup and of the pulp. After which it is

boiled together, till the fyrup is entirely imbibed, and the white colour of the pulp is

quite loft.

Sept. 20th. The corn of this year's harveft in Canada, was reckoned the fineft

they had ever had. In the province of New York, on the contrary, the crop was
- very poor. The autumn was very fine this year in Canada.

Sept. 22d. The French in Canada carry on a great trade with the Indians; and

though it was formerly the only trade of this extenfive country, yet its inhabitants were

confiderably enriched by it. At prefent, they have befides the Indian goods, feveral

other articles which are exported from hence. The Indians in this neighbourhood,

who go hunting in winter like the other Indian nations, commonly bring their furs

and fkins to fale in the neighbouring French towns ; however, this is not fufficient.

The Indians who live at a greater diftance, never come to Canada at all ; and, left

they fhould bring their goods to the Eiiglifh, as the Englifli go to them, the French

are obliged to undertake journies, and purchafe the Indian goods in the country of

the Indians. This trade is chiefly carried on at Montreal, and a great number of

young and old men every year undertake long and troublefome voyages for that pur-

pofe, carrying with them fuch goods as they know the Indians like, and are in want

of. It is not neceiTary to take money on fuch a journey, as the Indians do not value

it ; and indeed 1 think the French, who go on thefe journies, fcarce ever take a fol or

penny with them.

I will now enumerate the chief goods which the French carry with them for this

trade, and which have a good run among the Indians.

Muflcets, powder, fhot, and balls. The Europeans have taught the Indians in their

neighbourhood the ufe of fire-arms, and they have laid afide their bows and arrows,

which were formerly their only arms, and make ufe of mufkets. If the Europeans

(hould now refufeto fupply the Indians with mufliets, they would be ftarved to death ;

as almoft all their food confifts of theflefli of the animals, which they hunt ; or they

would be irritated to fuch a degree as to attack the Europeans. The Indians have

hitherto never tried to make mufkets or fimilar fire-arms ; and their great indolence

does not even allow them to mend thofe mufliets which they have got. They leave

this entirely to the Europeans. As the Europeans came into North America, they

were very careful not to give the Indians any fire-arms. But in the wars between the

French and Englifli, each partf^gave their Indian allies fire-arms, in order to weaken

the force of the enemy. The French lay the blame upon the Dutch fettlers in Albany,

faying, that they began, in 1642, to give their Indians fire-arms, and taught them

the ufe of them, in order to weaken the French. The inhabitants of Albany, on the

contrary, afTert, that the French firft introduced this cuftom, as they would have been

too weak to refift the combined force of the Dutch and Englifh in the colonies. Be
this as it will, it is certain that the Indians buy mufkets from the Europeans, and know
at prefent better how to make ufe of them, than fome of their teachers. It is likewife

certain, that the Europeans gain confiderably by their trade in mufliets and ammu-
nition.

Pieces of white cloth, or of a coarfe uncut cloth. The Indians conflantly wear

fuch pieces of cloth, wrapping them round their bodies. Sometimes they hang them

over their fhoulders ; in warm weather, they faften them round the middle j and in

cold
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cold weather, they put them over the head. Both their men and women wear

thefe pieces of cloth, which have commonly feveral blue or red ftripes on the edge.

Blue or red cloth. Of this the Indian women make their petticoats, which reach

only to their knees. They generally chufe the blue colour.

Shirts and fhifts of linen. As foon as an Indian fellow, or one of their women,

have put on a fliirt, they never waih it, or (trip it off, till it is entirely torn in

pieces.

Pieces of cloth. Which they wrap round their legs inftead of {lockings, like the

Ruffians.

Hatchets, knives, fciflars, needles, and a fteel to ftrike fire with. Thefe in-

flruments are now common among the Indians. They all take tftefe inftruments from

the Europeans, and reckon the hatchets and knives much better than thofe which they

formerly made of ftones and bones. The (lone hatchets of the ancient Indians are very

rare in Canada.

Kettles of copper or brafs, fometimcs tinned in the infide. In thefe the Indians now

boil all their meat, and they have a very great run with them. They formerly made

ufe of earthen or wooden pots, into which they poured water or whatever elfe they

wanted to boil, and threw in red hot ftones to make it boil. They do not want iron

bcilers, because they cannot be eafily carried on their continual journies, and would not

bear fuch falls and knocks as their kettles are fubjeft to.

Ear-rings of different fizes, commonly of brafs, and fometimes of tin. They are

worn by'both men and women, though the ufe of them is not general.

Vermillion. With this they paint their face, fhirt, and feveral parts of the body.

They formerly made ufe of a reddifli earth, which is to be found in,the country ; but

as the Europeans brought them vermillion, they thought nothing was comparable to it

in colour. Many perfons have told me, that they had heard their fathers mention, that

thefirft Frenchmen who came over here got a great heap of furs from the Indians, for

three times as much cinnabar as would lie on the tip of a knife.

Verdigreafe, to paint their faces green. For the black colour, they make ufe of the

foot at the bottom of their kettles, and daub their whole face with' it.

Looking-glaftes. The Indians are very much pleafed with them, and make ufe of

them chiefly when they want to paint themfelves- The men conftantly carry their

looking-glail'es with them on all their journies, but the women do not. The men,

upon the whole, are more fond of drefling than the women.

Burning glafles. Thefe are excellent pieces of furniture in the opinion of the In-

dians ; becaufe they ferve to light the pipe without any trouble, which an indolent

Indian is very fond of.
"•

Tobacco is bought by the northern Indians, in whofe country it will not grow. The
fouthern Indians always plant as much of it as they want for their own confumption.

Tobacco has a great run amongft the northern Indians, and it has been obferved, that

the further they live to the northward, the more they fmoke of tobacco.

Wampum, or, as they are here called, porcelanes. They are made of a particular

kind of Ihells, and turned into little fhort cylindrical beads, and ferve the Indians for

money and ornament.

Glafs beads, of a fmall fize, and white or other colours. The Indian women know
how to faften them in their ribbands, pouches, and cloths.

Brafs and fteel wire, for feveral kinds of work.

Brandy, which ihe Indians value above all other goods that can be brought them
;

nor liave they any thing, though ever fo dear to them, which they viould not give away

3 for
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for this liquor. But, on account of the many irregularities which are caufed by the

ufe of brandy, the faie of it has been prohibited under fevere penalties ; however, they

do not always pay an implicit obedience to tliis order.

Thefe are the chief goods which the French carry to the Indians, and they have a

good run among them.

The goods which they bring back from the hidians, confid: entirely in furs. The
French get them in exchange for their goods, together with all the necelTiry provifions

they want on the journey. The furs are of two kinds ; the bed are the northern ones,

and the worft fort thofe from the fouth.

In the norihern parts of America there arc chiefly the following fkins of animals

:

bears, beavers, elks*, rein-deer f, wolf-lynxes J, and martens. They fometimes

get martens' fkins from the fouth, but they are red, and good for httle. Pichou du
Nord is perhaps the animal which the Englifh, near Iludfon's bay, call the wolverene.

To the northern furs belong the bears, which are but few, and foxes, which are not

very numerous, and generally black ; and feveral other fkins.

The fkins of the fouthern pans are chiefly taken from the following animals : wild

cattle, flags, roebucks, otters, Pichoux du Sud, of which P. Charlevoix makes men-
tion §, and are probably a fpecies of cat-lynx, or perhaps a kind of panther ; foxes of

various kinds, raccoons, cat-lynxes, and feveral others.

It is inconceivable what hardlhips the people in Canada mull undergo on their

journeys. Sometimes they mufl carry their goods a great way by land ; frequently

they are abufed by the Indians, and fometimes they are killed by them. They often

fufTer hunger, thirft, heat, and cold, are bit by gnats, and expofed to the bites of

poifonous fnakes, and other dangerous animals and infeiSts. Thefe deflroy a great

part of the youth in Canada, and prevent the people from growing old. By this

means, however, they become fuch brave foldiers, and fo inured to fatigue, that none

of them fear danger or hardlhips. Many of them fettle among the Indians far from
Canada, marry Indian women, and never come back again.

The prices of the fkins in Canada, in the year 1749, were communicated to me
by M. de Couagne, a merchant at Montreal, with whom I lodged. I'hey were as

follow :

Great and middle fized bear fkins, cofl five livres.

Skins of young bears, fifty fols.

lynxes, twenty-five fols.

Pichoux du Sud, thirtv-five fols.

— foxes from the fouthern parts, thirty-five fols.

• otters, five livres.

raccoons, five livres.

martens, forty-five fols.

. wolf-lynxes j|, four hvres.

. wolves, forty fols.

Carcajoux, an animal which I do not know, five livres.

Vifons, a kind of martens, which live in the water, twenty-five fols.

Raw ikins of elks 5[, ten Hvres.

flags **

Bad fkins of elks and flags tt> three livres.

* Origiiiac^.
-f

Cariboux. J Loup cerviers.

J In liis Hill, de la Nouv. France, torn. v. p. 15R.
||

I^nups cerviers.

^ Origlnacs verts. ** Cerfj vsrts. ^ j- Originaoa et cerfs pafTcj.

vol.. XIII. 4 T Skins
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Skins of roebucks, twenty-five, or thirty lols.

red foxes, three llvres.

beavers, three livres.

I will now infert a lift of ail the different kinds of fkins, which arc to be got in Ca-

nada, and which are fent from thence to Europe. I got it from one o'f the greatefl

merchants in Montreal. They are as follow

:

Prepared roebuck (kins, chevreuils pajjcs.

Unprepared ditto, cheiireuils verts.

Tanned ditto, chevreuils tanes.

Bears, ours.

Young bears, ourfons.

Otters, loutres.

Pecans.

Cats, chats.

Wolves, loup de bois.

Lynxes, loups cerviers.

North Pichoux, pichoux du nord.

South Pichoux, pichoux dufud.

Red foxes, renards rouges.

Crofs foxes, renards croifes.

Black foxes, renards noirs.

Grey foxes, renards argentes.

Southern, or Virginian foxes, renards dufud oil de Virginie.

"White foxes, from Tadouffac, renards blancs de TadouJJac.

Martens, martres.

Vifons, or foutreaux.
Black fquirrels, ecureidls noirs.

Raw ftags Ikins, cerfs verts.

Prepared ditto, cerfs pajfes.

Raw elks Ikins, originacs verts.

Prepared ditto, originax paffes.

Rein-deer Ikins, cariboux.

Raw hind (kins, biches verts.

Prepared ditto, biches paffces.

Carcajous,

Mu(k rats, rats mifques.

Fat winter beavers, caftors gras d'hiver.

Ditto fummer beavers, cajiors gras d ete.

Dry winter beavers, caflorsfees d'hiver.

Ditto fummer beavers, caflors fees d'ete.

Old winter beavers, caftors vieux d'hiver.

Ditto fummer beavers, caflors vieux d'ete.

To-day, I got a piece of native copper from the Upper Lake. They find it there

almoft quite pure ; fo that it does not want melting over again, but is immediately

fit for working. Father Charlevoix * fpeaks of it in his hiftory of New France. One
of the Jefuits at Montreal, who had been at the place where this metal is got, told me,

• See his Hift. de. la Nouv, Fr. torn, vi, p. 4 15.

that
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that it is generally found near the mouths of rivers, and that there arc pieces of native

copper too heavy for a finglc man to lift up. The Indians there fav, that they

formerly found a piece oi about feven feet long, and near four teet thick, all of pure

copper. As it is always found in the ground near the mouths of rivers, it is probable

that the ice or water carried it down from a mountain ; but, notwithftanding the careful

fearch that has been made, no place has been found where the metal lies in any great

quantity together.

The head or fuperior of the priefls of Montreal, gave me a piece of lead-ore to-day.

He faid it was taken from a place only a few French miles from Montreal, and it con-

fifled of pretty compaft, fhining cubes of lead-ore. I was told by feveral perfons here,

that furthermore fouthward in the country, there is a place where they find a great

quantity of this lead-ore in the ground. The Indians near it, melt it, and make balls

and (hot of it. I got fome pieces of it likewife, confiiling of a fliining cubic lead-ore,

with narrow ftripes between it, and of a white hard earth or clay, which etfervefces

with aqua-fortis.

I likewife received a reddifli brown earth to-day, found near the Lac de Deux
Montagues, or Lake of Two Mountains, a few French miles from Montreal. It may
be eafily crumbled into dufl: between the fingers. It is very heavy, and more fo than

the earth of that kind generally is. Outwardly, it has a kind of glofly appearance,

and, when it is handled by the fingers for fome time, they are quite as it were filvered

over. It is therefore probable, a kind of lead-earth, or an earth mixed with iron-

glimmer.

The ladies in Canada are generally of two kinds : fome come over from France, and
the reft natives. The former poflefs the politenefs peculiar to the French nation ; the

latter may be divided into thofe of Quebec and Montreal. The firft of thefe are equal

to the French ladies in good breeding, having the advantage of frequently converfmg

with the French gentlemen and ladies, who come every fumraer with the king's (hips,

and flay feveral weeks at Quebec, but feldom go to Montreal. The ladies of this laft

place are accufed by the French of partaking too much of the pride of the Indians, and
of being much wanted in French good breeding. What I have mentioned above of

their drefling their head too afliduoufly, is the cafe with all the ladies throughout

Canada. On thofe days when they pay or receive vifits, they drefs fo gaily, that one
is almofl induced to think their parents poffeffed the greateft dignities in the ftate. The
Frenchmen, who confidered things in their true light, complained very much that a

great part of the ladies in Canada had got into the pernicious cuftom of taking too much
care of their drefs, and fquandering all their fortunes, and more, upon it, inftead of

fparing fomething for future times. They are no lefs attentive to have the neweft

fafhions ; and they laugh at each other, when they are not drelTed to each other's

fancy. But what they get as new falhions, ai'e grown old, and laid afide in France ;

for the fhips coming but once every year from thence, the people in Canada confider

that as the new tafhion for the whole year, which tlie people on board brougiit with

them, or which they impofed upon them as new. The ladies in Canada, and efpecially

at Montreal, are very ready to laugh at any blunders Itrangers make in fpeaking. In

Canada nobody ever hears the French language Ipoken by any but Frenchmen ; for

ftrangers feldom come thither, and the Indians are naturally too proud to learn French,

but oblige the French to learn their language. From hence it naturally follows, that

the nice Canada ladies cannot hear any thing uncommon without laughing at it. One
of the firft queftions they propofe to a ftranger is, whether he is married ? The next,

how he likes the ladies in the country ; and whetiior he thinks them handfomer than

4 T 2 thofe
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thofe of his own country ; and the third, whether he will take one home with him?
There is fome difference between the ladies of Quebec, and thofe of Montreal ; thofe

of the lafl: place feemed to be generally handfomer than thofe of the former. Their

behaviour likewife feemed to me to be fomewhat too free at Quebec, and of a more
becoming modedy at Montreal. The ladies at Quebec, efpecially the unmarried ones,-

are not very induftrious. A girl of eighteen is reckoned very poorly off, if flie cannot

enumerate at leaft twenty lovers. Thefe young ladies, efpecially thofe of a higher

rank, get up at feven, and drefs till nine, drinking their coffee at the fame time.

When they are dreffed, they place thcmfelves near a window that opens into the flreety

take up fome needle-work, and few a flitch now and then ; but turn their eyes into the

flreet moil of the time. When a young fellow comes in, whether they are acquainted

with him or not, they immediately lay afide their work, fit down by him, and begin

-to chat, laugh, joke, and invent double-entendres ; and this is reckoned being very

witty *. In this manner they frequently pafs the whole day, leaving their mothers to

do all the bufinefs in the houfe. In Montreal, the girls arc not quite fo volatile, but

more induftrious. They are always at their needle-work, or doing fome neceffary

bufinefs in the houfe. They are likewife cheerful and content ; and nobody can fay

that they want either wit or charms. Their fault is that they think too well of them-

felve«. However, the daughters of people of all ranks, without exception, go to

' market, and carry home what they have bought. They rife as foon, and go to bed

as late as any of the people in the houfe. I have been affured, that, in general, their

fortunes are not confiderable ; which are rendered ft;ill more fcarce by the number of

children, and the fmall revenues in a houfe. The girls at Montreal are very much
difpleafed that thofe at Quebec get hufbands fooner than they. The rcafon of this is,

that many young gentlemen that come over from France with the fliips, are

captivated by the ladies at Quebec, and marry them ; but as thefe gentlemen feldom

go up to Montreal, the girls there are not often fo happy as thofe of the former

place.

Sept. 23d. This morning I went to Saut au Recollet, a place three French miles north-

ward of Montreal, to defcribe the plants and minerals there, and chieflyto colleft feeds of

various plants. Near the town there are farms on both fides of the road ; but as one

advances farther on, the country grows woody, and varies in regard to height. It is

generally very ftrong ; and there are both pieces of rock-ftone and a kind of grey

lime-ftone. The roads are bad and almoft impaffable for chaifes. A little before I

arrived at Saut au Recollet, the woods end, and the country is turned into corn-fields,

meadows, and paftures.

About a French mile from the town are two lime-kilns on the road. They are built

of a grey lime-ftone, burnt hard, and of pieces of rock-ftone, towards the fire. The-

height of the kiln from top to bottom is feven yards.

The limc-ftonc which they burn here, is of two kinds. One is quite black, and fo-

conipad, that its conftituent particles cannot be diltinguilhed, fome difperfed grains ot

white and pale grey fpar excepted. Now and then there are thin cracks in it filled with

a white fmall-grained fpar.

I have never feen any petrifaftions in this ftone, though I looked very carefully for

them. This ftone is common on the ifle of Montreal, about ten or twenty inches below

the upper foil. It lies in ftrata of five or ten inches thicknefs. This ftone is faid to

give the beft lime j for, though it is not fo white as that of the following grey lime-

• Avoir btaucoiip d'cfprit.

3. ftone,
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Hone, yet It makes better mortar, and alinofl turns into done, growing harder and
more compaft every day. There are examples, that when they have been about to

repair a houfe made partly of this mortar, the other (tones of which the houfe confifts,

fooner broke in pieces than the mortar iifelf.

The other kind is a grey, and fometimes a dark grey lime-ftone, confifting of a cum-
paft calcareous fconc, mixed with grains of fpar, of the fame colour. It is full of
petrified ftriated (hells or pedinites. Hie grcateil part of thefe petrifaftions are, how-
ever, only impreflions of the hollow fide of the ihells. Now and then I found likewife

petrified pieces of the (liell itfclF, though I could never find the lame Ihells in their natural

(tate on the (hores ; and it feems inconceivable how fuch a quantity of imprclfions could
come together, as I fhall prefently mention.

I have had great pieces of this lime-itone, confiding of little clfe than pedinites, lying

clofe to one another. This lime-ftone is found on fevei-al parts of the ille, where it lies

in horizontal ftrata of the thicknefs of five or ten inches. This (lone yields a great
quantity of white lime, but it is not fo good as the former, becaufe it grows damp iiv

wet weather.

Fir-wood is reckoned the bell for the lime-kilns and the thuya wood next to it. The
wood of the fugar-maple, and other trees of a fimilar nature, are not (it for it, becaufe
they leave a great quantity of coals.

Grey pieces of rock-ftone are to be feen in the woods and fields hereabouts.

The leaves of feveral trees and plants began now to get a pale hue ; efpecially thofe

of the red maple, the fmooth fumach *, the polygonum fagittatum, Linn, and feveral

of the ferns.

A great crofs is ereded on the road, and the boy who fliewed me the wood, told me
that a pcrfon was buried there, who had wrought great miracles.

At noon 1 arrived at Saut au RecoUet, which is a Utile place fituated on a branch of
the river St. Lawrence, which flows with a violent current between the ifles of Montreal
and Jefus. It has got its name from an accident which happened to a RecoUet friar,.'

called Nicholas Veil, in the year 1625. He went into a boat with a converted Indian,

and fome Indians of the nation of Hurons, in order to go to Quebec ; but, on goin<r

over this place in the river, the boat overfet, and both the friar and his profelyte were
drowned. The Indians (who have been fu(peded of occafioning the overfetting of the

boat) fwam to the (hore, Caved what they could of the friar's etfeds, and kept them.

The country hereabouts is full of Ifones, and they have but lately began to cultivate

it ; for all the old people could remember the places covered with tall woods, which
are now turned into corn-fields, meadows, and paftures. The priefts fay, that this

place was formerly inhabited by fome converted Hurons. Thefe Indians lived on a

high mountain, at a little dilh nee from Montreal, when the French firft arrived here, and
the latter perfuaded them to fell that land. They did fo, and fettled here at Saut au
RecoUet, and the church which ftill remains here was built for them, and they have
attended divine fervice in it for many years. As the French began to increafe on the

ifle of Montreal, they wilhed to have it entirely to themfclves, and perfuaded the Indians,

again to fell them this fpot, and go to another. The French have fince prevailed upon
the Indians (whom they did not like to have amongft them, becaufe of their drurrken-

nefs, and rambhng idle life) to leave this place again, and go to fettle at the Lake
des Deux Montagnes, where they are at prelent, and have a fine church of (tone.

Their church at Saut au RecoUet is of wood, looks very old and ruinous, though;

* Rhus glabrum. Linn,

its
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its infide is pretty good, and is made ufe of by the Frenchmen in this place. They

have ah-eady brought a quantity of ftones hither, and intend building a new church

very foon.

Though there had been no rain for fome days paft, yet the moifture in the air was fo

great, that as I fpread fome papers on the ground this afternoon, in a Ihady place,

intending to put the feeds I colle£l:ed into them, they were fo wet in a few minutes

time, as to be rendered quite ufelefs. The whole Iky was very clear and bright, and the

heat as intolerable as in the middle of July.

One half of the corn-fields are left fallow alternately. The fallow-grounds are never

ploughed in fummer ; fo the cattle can feed upon the weeds that grow on them. All

the corn made ufe of here is fummer corn, as I have before obferved. Some plough

the fallow grounds late in autumn ; others defer that bufincfs till fpring ; but the firft

way is faid to give a much better crop. Wheat, barley, rye, and oats, are harrowed,

but peafe are ploughed under ground. They fow commonly about the i jth of April,

and begin with the peafe. Among the many kinds of peafe which are to be got here,

thev prefer the green ones to all others for fowing. They require a high, dn,-, poor

ground, mixed with coarfe fand. The harveft time commences about the end, and

fometimes in the middle of Auguft. Wheat returns generally fifteen, and fometimes

twenty fold ; oats from fifteen to thirty fold. The crop of peafe is fometimes forty fold,

but at other times only ten fold ; for they are very different. The plough and harrow

are the only inftruments of hufbandry they have, and thofe none of the befl fort neither.

The manure is carried upon the fallow grounds in fpring. The foil confifts of a grey

ftony earth, mixed with clay and fand. They fow no more barley than is necef-

fary for the cattle ; for they make no malt here. They fow a good deal of oats,

but merely for the horfes, and other cattle. Nobody knows here how to make

ufe of the leaves of deciduous trees as a food for the cattle, though the forefts

are furnilhed with no other than trees of that kind, and though the people are com-

monly forced to feed their cattle at home during five months.

I have already repeatedly mentioned, that almofl all the wheat which is fown in

Canada is fummer wheat, that is fuch as is fown in fpring. Near Quebec it fometimes

happens, when the fummer is lefs warm, or the fpring later than common, that a great

part of the wheat does not ripen perfeftly before the cold commences. I have been

affui-ed that fome people, who live on the Ifle de Jefus, fow wheat in autumn, which

is better, finer, and gives a more plentiful crop than the fummer wheat ; but it does

not ripen above a week before the other wheat.

Sept. 25th. In feveral places hereabouts, they enclofe the field with a ftone fence,

inflead of wooden pales. The plenty of ftones which are to be got here render the

harbour very trifling.

Here are abundance of beech-trees in the woods, and they now had ripe feeds.

The people in Canada collect them in autumn, dry them, and keep them till winter,

when they eat them inflead of walnuts and hazel-nuts ; and I am told they tafle

very well.

There is a fait fpring, as the priefl of this place informed me, feven French miles

from hence, near the river D'AfTomption ; of which during the war, they have made a

fine white fait. The water is faid to be very briny.

Some kinds of fruit-trees fucceed very well near Montreal, and I had here an oppor-

tunity of feeing fome very fine pears and apples of various forts. Near Quebec the

pear-trees will not fucceed, becaufe the winter is too fevere for them ; and fometimes

they are killed by the froft in the neighbourhood of Montreal. Plum-trees of feveral

2 forts
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forts were firfl brought over from France, fucceed very well, and withftand the rigours

of winter. Three forts of America wahiut-trecs grow in the woods ; but the walnut-

trees brought over from France die ahnoft every year down to the very root, bringing

forth new (hoots in fpring. Peach-trees cannot well agree with this climate ; a few

bear the cold, but, for greater fafety, they are obliged to put ftraw round them.

Chefnut-trees, mulberry-trees, and the like, have never yet been planted in Canada.

The whole cultivated part of Canada has been given away by the King to the clergy,

and feme noblemen ; but all the uncultivated parts belong to him, as likewife the place

on which (Quebec and Trois Rivieres are built. The ground on which the town of

Montreal is built, together with the whole ifle of that name, belongs to the priefts of

the order of St. Sulpicius, who live at Montreal. They have given the land in tenure

to farmers and others who were willing to fettle on it. The firfl fettlers paid a trifling

rent for their land ; for frequently the whole leafe for a piece of ground, three arpens

broad, and thirty long, confifl in a couple of chickens ; and fome pay twenty, thirty,

or forty ibis, for a piece of land of the fame fize. But thofe who came latter, muft

pay near two ecus (crowns) for fuch a piece of land, and thus the land-rent is very

unequal throughout the country. The revenues of the bifliop of Canada do not arife

from any landed property. The churches are built at the expence of the congrega-

tions. The inhabitants of Canada do not yet pay any taxes to the King ; and he has

no other revenues from it, than thofe which arife from the cuflom-houfe.

The priefts of Montreal have a mill here, where they take the fourth part of all that

is ground. However, the miller receives a third part of this ftiare. In other places

he gets the half of it. The priefts fometimes leafe the mill for a certain fum. Befides

them nobody is allowed to erecl a mill on the ifle of Montreal, they having referved

that right to themfelves. In the agreement drawn up between the priefts^and the in-

habitants of the ifle, the latter are obliged to get all their corn ground in the mills of

the former.

They boil a good deal of fugar in Canada of the juice running out of the incifions

in the fugar-maple, the red maple, and the fugar-birch ; but that of the firft tree is

moft commonly made ufe of. The way of preparing it has been more minutely de-

fcribed by me in the Memoirs of the Royal Swedifti Academy of Sciences *.

Sept. 26th. Early this morning I returned to Montreal. Every thing began now
to look like autumn. The leaves of the trees were pale or reddifli, and moft of the

plants had loft their flowers. Thofe which ftill preferved them were the following f.

Several forts of afters, both blue and white.

Golden rods of various kinds.

Common milfoil.

Common felf-heai.

The crifped thiftle.

The biennial Oenothera.

The rough-leaved fun-flower, with trifoliated leaves.

The Canada violet,

A fpecies of gentian.

Wild vines are abundant in the woods hereabouts, climbing up very high trees,

* See the volume for 175 1.

f Afteres. Solidagines. Achillea millefolium. Prunella vulgaris. Carduus crifpus. Oenothera

biennis. Rudbeckia irriloba. Viola CanadenGe. Gentiana Saponaria.

I have
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I have made enquiry among the French, who travel far into the country, concerning

the food of the Indians. Thofe who live far north, I am told, cannot plant any thing,

on account of the great degree of cold. They have, therefore, no bread, and do not

live on vegetables ; flefh and fifh is their only food, and chiefly the flefh of beavers,

bears, rein-deer, elks, hares, and feveral kinds of birds. I'hofe Indians who live far

fouthward eat the following things. Of vegetables they plant maize, wild kidney-

beatis * of feveral kinds, pumpions of different forts, fquafhes, a kind of gourds, water-

melons, and melons f. They likewife eat various fruits which grow in their woods.

Ti{h and flefli make a very great part of their food; and they chiefly like the fl^fli of

wild cattle, roe-bucks, flags, bears, beavers, and fome other quadrupeds. Among their

dainty difhes, they reckon the water tare-grafs|, which the French call Folle Avoine, and

which grows in plenty In their lakes, in ftagnant waters, and fometimes in rivers which

flow flowly. They gather its feeds in Oi5lober, and prepare them in different ways, and

chiefly as groats, which take almoft as well as rice. They make likewife many a de-

licious meal of the feveral kinds of walnuts, chefnuts, mulberries, acimine§, chin-

quapins ||, hazel-nuts, peaches, wild prunes, grapes, whortle-berries of feveral forts,

various kinds of medlars, black-berries, and other fruit and roots. But the fpecies of

corn, fo common in what is called the Old World, were entirely unknown here before

the arrival of the Europeans ; nor do the Indians at prefent ever attempt to cultivate

them, though they fee the ufe which the Europeans make of the culture of them, and
though they are fond of eating the dilhes which are prepared of them.

Sept. 27. Beavers are abundant all over North America, and they are one of the

chief articles of the trade in Canada. The Indians live upon their flefli during a great

part of the year. It is certain that thcfe animals multiply very faff ; but it is no lefs

fo, that vafl numbers of them are annually killed, and that the Indians are obliged at

prefent to undertake difliant journeys, in order to catch or fhoot them. Their decreaf-

ing in number is very eafily accounted for ; becaufe the Indians, before the arrival of

the Europeans, only caught as many as they found ncceffary to clothe themfelves with,

there being then no trade with the flvins. At prefent a number of fhips go annually

to Europe, laden chiefly with beavers flvins ; the Englifli and French endeavour to out-

do each other, by paying the Indians well for them, and this encourages the latter to

extirpate thefe animals. Many people in Canada told me, that when they were young,

all the rivers in the neighbourhood of Montreal, the river St. Lawrence not excepted,

were full of beavers and their dykes ; but at prefent they are extirpated in that

quarter.

Beaver-flefli is eaten not only by the Indians, but likewife by the Europeans, and
cfpecially the French, on their fafling days ; for His Holincfs, in his fyflem, has ranged

the beaver among the fifh. The fltfli is reckoned bcfl:, if the beaver has lived upon
vegetables, fuch as the afp, and the beaver-tree^; but when he has eaten fifli, it does

not tafle veil. To-day I tailed this fltfh boiled, for the firfl time; and though every

body prefent, bcfidcs myfelf, thought it a delicious difli, yet I ccLJd not agree with

them. I think it is eatable, but has nothing delicious. It loeks black when boiled,

2nd has a peculiar tafle. In order to prepare it vull, it mufl be boiled in feveral wateTS

from morning lill noon, that it may loofe the bad tafle it has. The. tail is likewife

«atcn, after it has been boiKd in the fame manner, and roaRed afterwards ; but it confiflis

of fat only, though they would not call it fo ; and cannot be fwallowed by one who is

• Pliaf oil. f Ciiciimis tnelo. I.iim. J Zizania aqnatica. Linn.

^ Annoiia muricata. .Linn.
|1 Fagut pumila. Linn. ^ Magnolia glauca. Linn.

not
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not 11 fed to cat it. Sometimes, though but feldom, they catch beavers with white

hair.

Wine is almoft the only liquor which people above the vulgar are ufed to drink.

They make a kind of fpruce-bcer of the top of the white-fir*, which they drink in

fummcr ; but the ufe of it is not general ; and it is feldom drank by people of quality.

Thus great funis go annually out of the country for wine; as they have no vines here

of which they could make a liquor that is fit to be drank. The common people drink

water ; for it is not yet cuftomary here to brew beer of malt ; and there are no orchar'ds

large enough to fuppiy the people with apples for making cyder. Some of the people

of rank, who poffefs large orchards, fometimes, out of curiofity, get a fmall quantity of

cyder made. The great people here, who are ufed from their youth to drink nothing

but wine, are greatly at a lofs in time of war; when all the fliips which brought wine

are intercepted by the Englifh privateers. Towards the end of the laft war, they gave

two hundred and fifty francs, and even one hundred ecus, for a barrique, or hogfhead,

of wine.

A middling horfe now cofls forty francs f and upwards ; a good horfc is valued at

an hundred francs, or more. A cow is fold for fifty francs ; but people can remember
the time when they were fold for ten. ecus |. A fhecp cofls five or fix livres at prefent;

but lafl year, when every thing was dear, it coft eight or ten francs. A hog of one
vcar old, and two hundred, or an hundred and fifty pounds weight, is fold at fifteen

francs. M. Couagne, the merchant, told me, that he had fcen a hog of four hundred
weight among the Indians. A chicken is fold for ten or twelve fols § ; and a turkey

for twenty fols. Aminot[| of wheat fold for an ecu laft year; but at prefent it cofl forty

fols. Maize is always of the fame price with wheat, becaufe here is but little of it

;

and it is all made ufe of by thofe who go to trade with the Indians. A minot of oats

cofts fometimes from fifteen to tv/enty fols ; but of late years it has been fold for

twenty-fix, or thirty fols. Pcafe bear always the fame price with wheat. A pound of

butter cofts commonly about eight or ten ibis ; but laft year it rofe up to fixteen fols.

A dozen of eggs ufed to coft but three fols; however, now are fold for five. They
make no cheefe at Montreal ; nor is there any to be had, except what is got from
abroad. A water-melon generally cofts five or fix fols ; but, if of a large fize, from
fifteen to twenty.

There are as yet no manufaftures eftabliflied in Canada ; probably, becaufe France

will not lofe the advantage of felling oft' its own goods here. However, both the

inhabitants of Canada, and the Indians, are very ill off" for want of them, in times

of war.

Thofe perfons who want to be married, muft have the confent of their parents :

however, the judge may give them leave to marry, if the parents oppofe their union

without any valid reafon. Likewife, if the man be thirty years of age, and the woman
twenty-fix, they may marry, without farther waiting for their parents confent.

Sept. 29th. This afternoon I went out of town, to the fouth -weft part of the ifie,

in order to view the country, and the ceconomy of the people, and to colletft feveral

feeds. Juft before the town are fome fine fields, which were formerly cukivatcd, but

now ferve as paftures. To the north-weft appears the high mountain which lies weft-

• Apinette blanche The way of brewino; this beer is defcribed at large in the Metnoiri of the Royal
Academy of sciences, for rhe year 1 751, p- 19c.

f Franc is the fame as livrc ; and twenty two livres make a pound fterliiig.

{; An ecu is three francc. § Twenty fols make one livre.

[I
A French meafvire, about the fame as two biifiiels in b.nglaad.

yoL. xiii. 4 u waril
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ward of Montreal, and is very fertile, and covered with fields and gardens from the

bottom to the fummit. On the fouth-eafl: fide is the river St. Lawrence, which is very-

broad here ; and on its fides are extenfive corn-fields and meadows, and fine houfes

of ftone, wiiich look white at a diftance. At a great diftance fouth-eaftward, appear
the two high mountains near Fort Chamblais, and fome others near Lake Champlain,
raifing their tops above the woods. All the fields hereabouts are filled with ftones of

ditFerent fizes ; and among them there is frequently feen a black hme-ftone. About a

French mile from the town, the high road goes along the river, which is on the left

hand ; and on the right hand all the country is cultivated and inhabited. The farm-

houfes are three, four, or five arpents diftant from each other. The hills near the

river are generally high and pretty fteep ; they confift of earth ; and the fields below
them are filled with pieces of rock-ftone, and of black lime-date. About two French
miles from Montreal, the river runs very rapidly, and is full of (tones; in fome
places there are fome waves. However, thofe who go in boats into the fouthern parts

of Canada, are obliged to work through fuch places.

Wild-geefe and ducks began to migrate in great flocks to the fouthern

countries.

Oftober 2d. The two preceding days, and this, I employed chiefly in colled-

ing feeds.

The lafl: night's frofl; had caufed a great alteration in feveral trees. Walnut-trees of
all forts flied their leaves in plenty now. The flowers of a kind of nettle * were all

entirely killed by the froft. The leaves of the American lime-tree were likewife

damaged. In the kitchen-gardens the leaves of the melons were all killed by the froft ;

however, the beech, oak, and birch, did not feem to have fuff'ered at all. The fields

were all covered with a hoar-froft. The ice in the pools of water was a geometrical

line and a half in thicknefs.

The biennial Oenothera f grows in abundance on open woody hills, and fallow

fields. An old Frenchman, who accompanied me as I was coUefting its feeds, could

not fufficiently praife its property of healing wounds. The leaves of the plant mud be
cruflied, and then laid on the wound.

Soeurs de Congregation are a kind of religious women, difi'erent from nuns. They
do not live in a convent, but have houfes both in the town and country. They go
where they pleafe, and are even allowed to marry, if an opportunity offers; but this, I

am told, happens very feldom. Li many places in the country, there are two or more
of them : they have their houfe commonly near a church, and generally the parfonage-

houfe is on the other fide of the church. Their bufinefs is to infl:rutt young girls in

the Chriftian religion, to teach them reading, writing, needle-work, and other female
accompiifhments. People of fortune board their daughters with them for lome time.

They have their boarding, lodging, beds, inftruftion, and whatever elle they want,
upon very reafonable terms. The houfe where the whole community of thefe ladies

live, and from whence they are fent out into the country, is at Montreal. A lady that

wants to become incorporated among them, mufl pay a confiderable fum of money
towards (he common flock ; and feme people reckon it to be four thoufand livres. If

a pcrfon be once received, flic is fure of a iubfifl:ence during her life-time.

La Chine is a fine village, three French miles to the fouth-eafl: of Montreal, but on
the lame ifle, clofe to the river St. Lawrence. The farm-houfes lie along the river fide,

bout four or five arpents from each other. Here is a fine church of flone, with a

Urtica divaricata. Linn. f Oenothera biennis. Linn.

fmall
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fmall fteeple ; and the whole place has a very agrccblc fituation. Its name is fald to

have had the following origin. As the unfortunate M. Salcc was here, who was after-

wards murdered by his own countrymen further up in the country, he was very intent

upon difcovering a fliorter road to China, by means of the river St. Lawrence. He
talked of nothing at that time but his new fhort way to China ; but as his project of
undertaking this journey, in order to make this difcovcry, was flopped by an accident

which happened to him here, and he did not that time come any nearer China, this

place got its name, as it were, by way of joke.

This evening I returned to Montreal.

Od. 5th. The governor-general at Quebec is; as I have already mentioned before,

the chief commander in Canada. Next to him is the intendant at Quebec ; then follows

the governor of Montreal, and after him the governor of Trois Rivieres. The
intendant has the greateft power next to the governor-general ; he pays all the money
of government, and is prefident of the board of finances, and of the court of juflice in

this country. He is, however, under the governor-general, for if he refufes to do any
thing to which he feems obliged by his office, the governor-general can give him orders

to do it, which he mufl obey. He is allowed, however, to appeal to the government
in France. In each of the capital towns, the governor is the highell perfon, then the

lieutenant-general, next to him a major, and after him the captains. The governor-

general gives the firfl; orders in all matters of confequence. When he comes to Trois

Rivieres and Montreal, the power of the governor ceafes, becaufe he always commands
where he is. The governor-general commonly goes to Montreal once every year, and
moftly in winter ; and during his abfence from Quebec, the lieutenant-general com-
mands there. When the governor-general dies, or go to France, before a new one is

come in his Head, the governor of Montreal goes to Quebec, to command in the mean
while, leaving the major to command at Montreal.

One or two of the king's fhips are annually fent from France to Canada, carrying

recruits to fupply the places of thofe foldiers, who either died in the fervice, or have
got leave to fettle in the country, and turn farmers, or to return to France. Almoft
every year they fend a hundred, or a hundred and fifty people over in this manner.
With thefe people they likewife fend over a great number of perfons who have been
found guilty of fmuggling in France. They were formerly condemned to the gallies,

but at prefent they lend them to the colonies, where they are free as foon as they arrive,

and can choofe what manner of life they pleafe, but are never allowed to go out of the

country without the king's fpecial licence. The king's fhips likewife bring a great

quantity of merchandizes which the king has bought, in order to be dillributed among
the Indians on certain occafions. The inhabitants of Canada pay very little to the

king. In the year 1748, a beginning was however made by laying a duty of three

per cent, on all French goods imported by the merchants of Canada. A regulation

was likewife made at that time, that all the furs and fkins exported to France from
hence, fhould pay a certain duty ; but what is carried to the colonies pays nothing.

The merchants of all parts of France and its colonies, are allowed to fend fliips with

goods to this place; and the Quebec merchants are at liberty likewife to fend theii*

goods to any place in France, and its colonies. But the merchants at Quebec have but

few fliips, becaufe the failors wages are very high. The towns in France which chiefly

trade with Canada, are Rochelle and Bourdeaux ; next to them are Marfeilles,

Nantes, Havre de Grace, St. Malo, and others. The king's fhips which bring goods
to this country, come either from Brefl or from Rochefort. The merchants at

Quebec fend flour, wheat, peafe, wooden utenfils, &c. on their own bottoms, to the

4 u 2 French
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French pojT'-flions in the Weft Indies. The walls round Montreal were built in 173S,

at tpo kiii.^'s expence, on condition the inhabitants fliould, little by little, pay off the

coft to the king. The town at prefent pays annually fix thoufand livres for them to

governmc at, of which two thoufand are given by the feminary of priefts. At Quebec

the walls have likewife been built at the king's expence, but he did not re-demand the

expence of the inhabitants, becaufe they had already the dufy upon goods to pay as

above mentioned. The beaver-trade belongs folely to the Indian company in France,

and nobody is allowed to carry it on here, befides the people appointed by that com-

pany. Every other fur trade is open to every body. There are feveral places among
the Indians far in the country, where the French have ftores of their goods ; and

thefe places they call les poftes. The king has no other fortreffes in Canada than

Quebec, Fort Chamblais, Fort St. Jean, Fort St. Frederick, or Crownpoint, Mont-

real, Frontenac, and Niagara. All other places belong to private perfons. The
king keeps the Niagara trade all to himfelf. Every one who intends to go to trade

with the Indians rauft have a licence from the governor-general, for which he muft

pay a fum according as the place he is going to is more or lefs advantageous for trade.

A merchant who fends out a boat laden with all forts of goods, and four or five per-

fons with it, is obliged to give five or fix hundred livres for the permiflion ; and

there are places for which they give a thoufand livres. Sometimes one cannot buy the

licence to go to a certain trading place, becaufe the governor-general has granted, or

intends to grant it to fome acquaintance or relation of his. The money arifmg from the

granting of licences belongs to the governor-general.
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TRAVELS
THROUGH

THE MIDDLE SET'JLEMENTS IN NORTH AMERICA,

In the 7'ears 1759 and 1760;

WITH OBSERVATIONS UPON THE STATE OF THE COLONIES.

BY THE REV. ANDREW BURNABY, D.D.

Archdeacon of Leicefter and Vicar of Greenwich. *

• PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

THE two former Editions of thefe Travels were publifhed, one Immediately after

the other, at a moment, when events of the greateil magnitude, and importance

to this country, were depending ; and when the minds of men were extremely agitated

and alarmed for the fate of the Britifh Empire. A rupture between Great Britain and

her American Colonies was ferioufly apprehended : and as men forefaw, or at leafl

fancied they forefaw, very calamitous confequences arifmg from fo difaftrous an event,

it was generally wilhed that the evil might, if poflible, be prevented ; and a reconcilia-

tion happily eft'eded, before matters were carried to extremity. The author, flattered

by his friends, and perhaps a little alfo by vanity, prefumed to hope, that the publica-

tion of his tour through the Middle Settlements in North America might, in fome
degree, conduce to this defirable end : and as the meafures to be adopted by Govern-
ment were at that time under the deliberation of Parliament, it was thought expedient

to fubmit it to the public, before any refolutions were formed that might eventually

be de'cifive of the fate of the Britifh Empire. There was not time, therefore, to

publifli the work in fo full and correft a manner, as the materials in the author's pof-

feffion vtould otherwife have enabled him to do. He confined himfelf to general, and

what he judged leading, circumflances ; and poftponed the infertion of others to more
favourable and tranquil times. The two former editions, however, being now entirely

cut of print, he deems it expedient to publifli a third edition, revifed, correfted, and
greatly enlarged by the infertion of new matter

;
particularly by feveral flatiftical tables

referring to the commerce of America ; and fome authentic memoirs of Thomas late

Lord Fairfax, and of the feveral branches of that noble houfe now domiciliated in Vir-

ginia ; both of which have been derived from the befl and mofl unqueflionable

authority.—The work for thefe reafons, and from its being alnioft the only account of

the Middle Settlements, during the period of their happieft and moft fiourifhing ftate,

may pcfiibly, r.otwithftanding the feparation that has iince taken place, be flill intereft-

ing ; at leafl to individuals : and the author offers the prefent edition to the public, with

the fame affurance as he did the foimer ones j viz. that he believes the contents to be

* Edition 3.1.ondon, 1798, 410.

ftridtly
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{Iriflly and literally true. If, however, fome flight errors may accidentally and

undefignedly have been committed, and any one will have the goodnefs to point them

out, the author will think himfelf highly obliged by the information, and will avail

himfelf of the firft opportunity to acknowledge and correal them.

The adoniniing events that have taken place fince the publication of the two former

editions, will probably expofe the author's opinion concerning the termination and final

ilTue of the American contefl to animadverfion : but in vindication of himfelf, he mud:

be permitted to obferve,

—

That it was not within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe,

lit. That the Britifli miniflry would perfift in requiring unconditional fubmiflion

from the colonies, till it was too late to recede ; and the opportunity was loft, and for

ever gone by :

adiy. That when coercive meafures had been refolved upon, they would have been

inforced in fo ruinous and fo ineffectual a manner

:

3dly. That, during the war, any member inoppofition would have declared publicly,

that he correfponded with, and wifhed fuccefs to, the Americans, then in arms againfl

the king

:

Still lefs was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe.

That France, though it might be expefted that fhe would fo far interfere in the contell

as to endeavour to dillrefs and embarrafi this country, would fend troops to America, to

the irreparable ruin of her own finances, in order to make the Americans free and inde-

pendent flates.

Leaft of all was it within the fphere of calculation to fuppofe,

That Spain would join in a plan inevitably leading, though by flow and imperceptible

fleps, to the final lofs of all her rich polTc^flions in South America.

There were indeed enlightened minds both in France and in Spain, who forefaw

what has fince happened, and who deprecated any interference in the difpute, and

recommended the obfervance of a flriQ neutrality : And the unfortunate Lewis the

fixteenth himfelf is faid to have (hewn the greateft repugnance to the treaty with the

Americans ; and to have declared in the bitternefs of forrow, when he figned it, that he

had figned the warrant for his own ruin and deftruclion.

In Auguft 1792, the author was at Cologne ; and there accidentally falling in with

the Duke of Bourbon, and feveral French noblemen of his fuite, the converfation

naturally turned upon the fituation and affairs of France ; and the author exprefTmg

his furprife at the impolicy of the French minillry in engaging fo deeply in the Ameri-

can war, and deducing from thence the prefent miferies of France, one of the courtiers

with great emotion exclaimed,—" Ah monfieur, c'efl: bien vrai ; nous avons mal

calculc !"—But the die is caft, and it is too late to moralize.

The reader will doubtlefs be furprifed, when the author declares, that he has not

altered his fentiments fince the year 1775, in regard to the American war and its con-

fequences. He (till thinks, that the feparation might in the firft inltance, have Been

prevented : that coercive meafures, when refolved upon, might have been inforced,

comparatively fpeaking, without bloodflied ; and with great probability of fuccefs : that

the prefent union of the American flates will not be permanent or laft for any confider-

ablc length of time : that that extenfive country mufl neceffarily be divided into feparate

(tates and kingdoms : and that America will never, at lealt for many ages, become

formidable to Europe ; or acquire, what has been fo frequently predided, univerfal

empire. The author thinks he could aflign plaufiblc reafons at loull for ihcfe various

opinions ; but it is better that they fliould be configned to oblivion. The wife Difpofer

of events has decreed, that America ftiall be independent of Great Britain : that fhe is

1

2

fo.



BURNABY's travels in north AMERICA. 703

fo, may ultimately perhaps be advantageous to both countries ; at Icaft it will be owing

to cxccfs of folly if it be highly difadvantageous to either. Let us fupplicate Heaven

to unite them in permanent friendfhip and affection ; and to prefcrve inviolate that alli-

ance, that harmony and connexion, which religion, moral habits, language, intercft,

origin, and innumerable other confiderations, can never ceafe to point out and recom-

mend to them.

INrRODUCTlON.

A FEW days before I embarked for America, being In a cofFee-houfe with fome

friends, and difcourfing of things relative to that country, an elderly gentleman ad-

vancing towartls the box where we were fitting, addreffed himfelf to me in the

following manner : " Sir," faid he, " you are young, and jufl entering into the world ;

I am old, and upon the point of leaving it : allow me therefore to give you one piece

of advice, which is the refult of experience ; and which may poffibly, fome time or

other, be of ufe to you. You are going to a country where every thing will appear

new and wonderful to you ; but it will appear fo only for a while ; for the novelty of

it will daily wear oft; and in lime it will grow quite familiar to you. Let me, there-

fore, recommend to you to note in your pocket-book every circumftance that may
niake an impreflion upon you ; for be affured, fir, though it may afterward appear

familiar and uninterefling to yourfelf, it will not appear fo to your friends, who have

never vifited that country, for they will be entertained by it."

The following obfervations were the refult of this advice : they were written upon

the feveral fpots to which they refer ; and were intended for no other purpofe, than

that of ferving as memorandums. They appeared, by the time I returned to Europe,

according to the gentleman's prediftion, fo very familiar to me, that I fcarcely thought

them deferving of the perufal of my friends. Some of thefe, however, were fo oblig-

ing as to beftow upon them that trouble ; and it is by their advice, and the confideration

of the prefent critical fituation of affairs, that I now fubmit them to the judgment of

the public.—Whatever may be their merit, which I fear is but fmall, I can allure the

reader of one thing, I believe they are generally true. They are the fruit of the molt

impartial inquiries, and beft intelligence, that I was able to procure in the different

colonies which I vifited. If 1 have been led into any error, or have mifreprefented any

thing, it has been undefignedly : a fpirit of party is univerfally prevalent in America,

and it is not always an eafy matter to arrive at the Iwiowledge of truth : but I believe,

in general, I have been pretty fuccefsful. I converfed indifcriminately with perfons of

all parties ; and endeavoured, by allowing for prejudices and collating their different

accounts, to get at the true one. If I have any doubt myfelf about any particular part

of the following obfervations (and it is one in which I wiffi I may be found to have

been mifinforrned), it is that which relates to the charafler of the Rhode Iflanders.

I was exceedingly ill at that place, and had not the fame opportunity of procuring in-

formation as elfewhere. I converfed with but few gentlemen, and they were principally

of one party ; but they were gentlemen of fuch univerfal good charader, that I could

not but rely in fome meafure on the accounts with which they favoured me. Some
allowance, however, I did make for prejudice ; and I am defirous that the reader

Ihould make a flill larger one ; indeed, I iliould be happy to itand correded in regard

to what I have faid of that people, as no one can have lefs pleafure in fpeaking un-

favourably of mankind than myfelf.

I have
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I have ftudloufly avoided all technical or fcientific terms ; fiicli to the informed

reader are unneceflary, to the uninformed one they are unintelligible and perplexing:

in relations of this kind, they have always an appearance of affeftation and pe-

dantry.

For the moft valuable part of the following collection, I mean the Diary * of the

Weather, I am entirely indebted to my efteemed friend, Francis Fauquier, Efq. fon of

the late worthy lieutenant-governor of Virginia ; who very obligingly tranfmitted it to

me from Williamfburg, while I refided, as chaplain to the Britifli faftory, at Leghorn

;

and has allowed me to make the ufe of it which I have here done.

The prefent unhappy differences fubfifting amongft us, wiih regard to America, will,

I am fenfible, expofe the publication of this account to much cenfure and criticifm
;

but I can truly aver, that I have been led to it by no party motive whatfoever. My
firlt attachment, as it is natural, is to my native country ; my next is to America ; and

fuch is my affedion for both, that I hope nothing will ever happen to diffulve that

union, which is neceffary to their common happinefs. Let every Englifliman and Ame-
rican, but for a moment or two, fubflitute themfelves in each other's place, and, I

think, a mode of reconciliation will foon take effeft.— Every American will then per-

ceive the reafonablenefs of acknowledging the fupremacy of the Britifh legiflature
;

and every Englifliman, perhaps, the hardfliip of being taxed where there is no repre-

fentation, or alTent.

There is fcarcely any fuch thing, I believe, as a perfeft government ; and folecifms

are to be found in all. The prefent difputes are feemingly the rcfult of one

Nothing can be more undeniable than the fupemacy of ^parliament over the mod
diftant branches of the Britifli empire : for although the King being eflieemed, in the

eye of the law, the original proprietor of all the lands in the kingdom ; all lands, upon

defeft of heirs to fucceed to an inheritance, efcheat to the King ; and all new diico-

vered lands vefl: in him : yet in neither cafe can he exempt them from the jurifdidion

of the legiflature of the kingdom.

He may grant them, under leafes or charters, to individuals or companies ; with

liberty of making rules and regulations for the internal government and improvement

of them ; but fuch regulations mufl; ever be confifl:ent with the laws cf the kingdom,

and fubjeft to their controul.

On the other hand, I am extremely dubious, whether it be confiflient with the gene-

ral principles of liberty (with thofe of the Britifli conftitution I think it is not) to tax

where there is no reprefentation : the arguments hitherto adduced from Manchefl:er

and Birmingham, and other great towns, not having rcprefcntatives, are foreign to the

fubjeft ; at lead they are by no means equal to it ; — for every inhabitant, poflefled of

forty fliillings freehold, has a vote in the ele£lion of members for the county : but it

is not the pcrfons, but the property of men that is taxed, and there is not a foot of

property in this'kingdom, that is not reprefented.

It appears then, that certain principles exifl; in the Britifli conflitution, which mili-

tate with each other ; the reafon of their doing fo is evident ; it was never fuppofed

that they would extend beyond the limits of Great Britain, or afl^ecl: fo diflant a coun-

try as America. It is much to be wiflied, therefore, that fomc expedient could be

thought of to reconcile them.

The conduft of the feveral adminifl:rations, that have had the direction of the affiu'rs

of this kingdom, has been reciprocally arraigned ; but, I think, without reafon j for,

* gee Appendix, No. 5 [Orig. Edit.]

15 all
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all things confidorcd, an impartial and difpaflionatc mind will find many cxcufes to

alledge in juftification of each.— The fewcfl, I am afraid, arc to be pleaded in favour

of the Americans ; for they fettled in America under charters, which exprefsly re-

ferved to the Britilh parliament the authority, whether confiftent or not confident, now

alTerted. Although, therefore, they had a right to make humble reprefentations to

His Majcfly in parHament, and to fliew the impropriety and inconvenience of enforcing

fuch principles, yet they had certainly no right to oppofe them.

Expedients may ftill be found, it is to be hoped, however, to conciliate the prefent un-

happy differences, and reftore harmony again between Great Britain and her colonies ;

but whatever meafures may be ado])ted by parliament, it is the duty and interefl ofAme-
rica to fubmit. — But it is impertinent to enter any farther into the difcuffion of a

fubjeft, whicli is at this time under the deliberation of the fupreme council of the

nation. I will therefore conclude with a fmcere prayer, that whatever meafures may
be adopted, they may be different in their iffue from what the fears of men generally

lead them to preconceive ; and that, if they be coercive ones, they may be enforced,

which, I am perfuaded, is prafticable, without the effufion of blood : if lenient

ones, which are preferable, and which I think equally practicable, conceded without

any lofs or diminution of the dignity or intereft of this kingdom.

Greenwich,

J.in. 23. I77j-.

BURNABY's TRAVELS.

ON Fi-iday the 27th of April 1759, I embarked, in company with feveral North

American gentlemen, on board the Difpatch, Captain Necks, for Virginia ; and

the next day we fet fail from Spithead, under convoy of His Majelly's lliip the Lynn,

Captain Sterling, commander, with thirty-three fail of trading veffels. We canie to

an anchor in the evening in Yarmouth Road, and the next day failed with a frelh

eafterly wind through the Needles.

April ^o. We paffcd by the Lizird, and in the evening difcovered a fail, which

proved to be an Englilh (loop laden with corn. She had been taken by a French

privateer, and was fteering for France : there were three Frenchmen and one Englifh-

man on board. The commodore fent fome hands to her, with orders to carry her to

Penzance.

May I. Thick, hazy weather with a fair wind. A large fliip paffed through the

fleet about four o'clock in the afternoon : and in the evening another veffel bore down
upon the fternmofl fhips, and fpoke with them.

May 2. Fair, plcafant weather. The next day we found by our reckoning that v/e

had made a hundred leagues from the Land's End.

May 4. Strong, violent gales at north-and-by-wefl:. Li the evening the -Molly,

Captain Chew, had her main-top-maft carried away, and hoifted a fignal of diftrefs.

May 5. From this time to the 14th, nothing remarkable happened : the wind was

feldom fair ; but the weather being moderate, we made frequent vifits, and pafled our

time very agreeably.

May 14. Captain Necks fell ill of a fever, and continued indifpofed feveral days :

he began to mend about the 17th.
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May 19. In the afternoon, a fuddenand violent fquall from the north-wefl; obliged

lis to lye-to under our reefed main-fail : it continued to increafe, and blew a ftorm for

about rhirty-fix hours, when it began to moderate.

May 21. We made fail in the afternoon, with four fhips in company; and the

next day in the evening were joined by eighteen more. From that time to the 28th,

nothing remarkable happened : we had generally pleafant weather, but adverfe winds.

We frequently vifited ; and were much entertained with feeing granipufes, turtles,

bonetas, porpoifes, flying and other fifh, common in the Atlantic.

May 28. We difcovered a large fail : Ihe direfted her courfe towards the eafl-.

We fuppofed her to be an Englifh man of war going exprefs. She carried three top-

gallant fails.

May 31. Wefpokewitha floop bound from Antigua to London. She acquainted

the commodore with the agreeable news of His Majefty's forces at Guadaloupe having

reduced that whole ifland under fubjeftion to the Brltiih government. The wind flill

continued unfavourable.

June 5. We fpoke with a fnow from Carolina, which Informed the commodore,
that a French frigate was cruizing off the Capes of Virginia. From that time to the

I ith, we had nothing remarkable. The wind was generally from weft to north-weft,

and there were frequent fqualls with lightning. We faw feveral bonetas, grampufes,

albicores, and fifti of different kinds.

June II. The water appeared difcoloured j and we concluded that we were upoa
the Banks of Newfoundland : we caft the lead, but found no ground. The weather

was thick and hazy. Nothing remarkable happened from this time to the 3d of July t-

we had pleafant weather, though now and then fqualls with lightning. We fell in with,

feveral currents and had variable winds.

July 3. We had fine weather, with a gentle breeze at norih-weft. We were now,
according to the commodore's reckoning, (which we afterward found to be true) about

fixty leagues from land. The air was richly fcented with the fragrance of the pine-

trees.

Julv 4. We faw a great many floops, from whence we Imagined that we were near

the coaft. The wind was at eaft-by-north.

Julv 5. About fix In the morning we caught fome green fifti : upon this we found-

ed, and found eighteen fathom water. At ten we difcovered land, which proved to

be Cape Charles ; and about three hours afterward failed through the capes into

Chcfapeak Bay. The commodore took his leave to go upon a cruife ; and at eight in

the evening we came to an anchor in York river, after a tedious and difagreeable voy-

age of almbft ten weeks. ^

The next morning, having hired a chaife at York, a fmall inconfiderable town, I

went to Williamftjurg, about twelve miles dillant. The road Is exceedingly pleafant,

through fome of the fineft tobacco plantations * in North America, with a beautiful

view of the river and woods of great extent.

Williamfburg

* The tobacco growing upon York river, is cftcemcd fiipcrior to any other in North America ; particu-

larly that which rs r.ifLcl upon the plantations belonging to Colonel Edward Diggs, which is faid to have a

flavour excelling all others. Of the growth of one plantation, didinguifticd froin the reft, the tobacco is

in fucli hightft inflation, that L'olontl Diggs puts upon every hogflieatl in which it is packed, the initials of

his name ; and it is from ihtncc called the li, D. tobacco, and fells for a proportioiiably higher price.

Some
I
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Williamfburg is the capital of Virginia : it is fituated between two creeks ; one
foiling into James, the other into York river; and is built nearly due cafi: and weft.

The diftance of each landing-place is fomething more than a mile from the town

;

which, with the difadvantage of not being able to bring up large veflels, is the reafon

of its not having increafed fo faft as might have been expeded. It confifts of about

two hundred houfcs, docs not contain more than one thoufand fouls, whites and ne-

groes ; and is far from being a place of any confequence. It is regularly laid out in

parallel flrcets, interfe\^ed by others at right angles ; has a handfome fquare in the

center, through which runs the principal ftreet, one of the moft fpacious in North
America, three quarters of a mile in length, and above a hundred feet wide. At the

oppofite ends of this ftreet are two public buildings, the college and the capitol ; and'

although the houfcs are of wood, covered with fliingles *, and but indifferently built,

the whole makes a handfome appearance. There are few public edifices that defcrve

to be taken notice of; thofe, which I have mentioned, are the principal ; and they

are far from being magnificent. The governor's palace is tolerably good, one of the

beft upon the continent ; but the church, the prifon, and the other buildings, are all'

of them extremely indiftcrenr. The ftrects are not paved, and are confequently very

dufty, the foil hereabout confifting chiefly of fand : however, the fituation of Williamf-

burg has one advantage, which few or no places in thefe lower parts have ; that of
being free from mufquitoes. Upon the whole, it is an agreeable refidence ; there

are ten or twelve gentlemen's families conftantly refiding in it, befides merchants and
tradefmen ; and at the times of the affemblies, and general courts, it is crowded with

the gentry of the country : on thofe occafions there are balls and other anmfements

;

but as foon as the bufinefs is finifhed, they return to their plantations ; and the town is

in a manner deferted f.

The fituation of Virginia (according to Evans's map) is between the 36th and 40th
degree of north latitude, and about 76 degrees weft longitude from London |. It is

bounded on the north by the river Potowmac, on the eaft by the Atlantic Ocean, by
Carolina on the fouth, and, to include only what is inhabited, by the great Alleghenny
on the weft.

Some time ago. Colonel Diggs having a tracl of land, feemingly of the fame quality, and under the fame
expofure and afpeft as the plantation producing the E. D. tobacco, from which it was feparatcd only by
a fmall rill of water, he direded it to be planted ; and as the produce was apparently fimilar in quality,

colour, flavour, and every other particular, he thought himlclf warranted to delineate E. D. upon the

hogfheads in which it was packed. Accordingly, it was fcnt to market with this recommendatory mark or

token. But feme time after, lie received a letter from his factor or merchant in London, informing him
that his infpcAor or agent had been guilty of fome great overfight or error, as the tobacco contained in

certain cafks, which he fpecified, though marked with E. D., was of a different and very inferior quality to

that commodity ; and that if the fame fault Ihould be again committed, it would ruin the reputation and fale

of the E. D. tobacco. It is to be obferved, that the foil or mould had been carefully analifed and examined

previous to its being planted ; and that not the fmalleft difference coiild be perceived between that of the

old and new plantation. The experiment, it will eafily be believed, was not repeated.

• Thefe are formed in the fliape of tiles, and are generally made of white cedar or of cyprefs.

(• Since the revolution, the feat of government has been removed to Richmond, a town fituated ju(l

below the falls of James river.

± Mr. Ebcllng, of Hamburgh, in a note to the German tranflation of tbi* work, fays, " Virginia is

fituated between jy and 40 degrees of north latitude, and extends from 77 to 81 degrees weft longitude

from London ;" but I believe he is miftaken, for the latell and bell maps generally agree with Mr. Evans

in regard to the fituation he has given to this country ; a: leail, thej approximate nearer to the account

here given than to that of Mr, Ebeling.

4X3 The
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The climate is extremely fine, though fubje£l to violent heats in the fiimmer : Faren-

heit's thermometer being generally for three months from 85 to 95 degrees high.

The other feafons, however, make ample amends for this inconvenience : for the

autumns and fprings are delie,htful ; and the v^'inrers are fo mild and ferene (though

there are now and then excellivcly cold days) as fcarcely to require a fire. The only

complaint that a perfon can reafonably make, is, of the very fudden changes to which

the weather is liable ; for this being entirely regulated by the winds, is exceedingly

variable. Southerly winds are produdive of heat, northerly of cold, and eafterly of

rain ; whence it is no uncommon thing for the thermometer to fall many degrees in a

very few hours ; and, after a warm day, to have fuch fevere cold, as to freeze over

a river a mile broad in one night's time *. In fummer there are frequent and violent

guffs, with thunder and lightning ; but as the country is very thinly inhabited, and

mofl of the gentry have electrical rods to their houfts, they are not attended with many
fatal accidents. Now and then, indeed, fqme of the negroes lofe their lives ; and it is

not uncommon in the woods, to fee trees torn and riven to pieces by their fury and

violence. A remarkable circumflance happened fome years ago at York, which is

well attcfted : a perfon ftanding at his door during a thunder guff, was unfortunately

killed ; there was an intermediate tree at fome diflance, which was flruck at the fame
time ; and when they came to examine the body, they found the tree delineated upon

it in miniature. Part of the body was livid, but that which was covered by the tree

was of its natural colour f.

I believe no country has more certainly proved the efficacy of eleftrical rods, than

this: before the difcovery of them, thefe gufts were frequently produftive of melan-

choly confequences ; but now it is rare to hear of fuch inflances. It is obfervable that

no houfe was ever flruck, where they were fixed ; and although it has frequently hap-

pened that the rods themfelves have been melted, or broken to pieces, and the houfes

fcprched or difcoloured along the fides of them, which manifefled that they had re-

ceived the ftroke, but that the quantity of lightning was too great to be carried off by
the conductor, yet never has any misfortune happened ; fuch a direftion having been

given to the lightning, as to prevent any danger or ill confequence. Thefe circum-

fiances, one would imagine, fhould induce every perfon to get over thofe prejudices

which many have entertained ; and to confider the negled, rather than the ufe, of them

as criminal, fince they feem to be means put into our hands by Providence, for our

fafcty and proteftion.

The foil of Virginia is in general good. There are barrens where the lands produce

nothing but pine-trees ; but taking the whole trad together, it is certainly fertile.

The low grounds upon the rivers and creeks are exceedingly rich, being loam inter-

mingled with fand : and the higher you go up into the country, towards the mountains,

the value of the land increafes ; for it grows more ftrong, and confifts of a deeper

clay.
_ _ J

Virginia, in its natural ftate, produces great quantities of fruits and medicinal plants,

with trees and flowers of infinitely various kinds. Tobacco and Indian corn are the

original produce of the country ; likewife the pigeon-berry, and rattlc-fnake-root fo

* On tin it^lh of December, 1759, being upon a vifit to Colonel Wafhington, at Mount-Vernon,

upon the river Potowmac, wliere tlie river is two miles bro;ui, I was greatly furprilcd to find it entirely

frii7xn over in the fpace of one night, when the preceding day iiad been mild and tcnipi-ratc.

f I have related this circuniltance \ipon ihe antJHirlly of the honourable John Blair, Prefident of the

Council of Viiginia, who mentioned it as a well known fatl ; but it appears io improbable and unphilo-

fophieal, that I do not pledjje my fell for the truth of it.

efteemed
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efleemcd in all ulcerous and pleuritical complaints : grapes, ftrawberries, hiccory

nuts, mulberries, chefnuts, and Icveral other fruits, grow wild ami Ipontaneoully.

Bcfides trees and flowers ot an ordinary nature, the woods produce myrtles, cedars,

cypreflcs, fugar-trces, firs of dilTerent forts, and no lefs than feven or eight kinds of

oak ; they arc likewife adorned and beautified with red-flowering maples, falfafras-

trees, dog-woods, acacias, red-buds, fcarlet-flowering chefnuts, fringe-trees, flowering

poplars, umbrellas, magnolias, yellow jafamincs, chamoedaphnes, pacoons, atamufco-
liiies, May-apples, and innumerable other forts ; fo that one may reafonably aflert that

no country ever appeared with greater elegance or beauty.

Not to notice too the almofl: numberlefs creeks and rivulets which every where
abound, it is watered by four large rivers of fuch fafe navigation, and fuch noble and
majeflic appearance, as cannot be exceeded, perhaps, in the whole known world.

James river, which was formerly called Powhatan, from its having been the feat of
that emperor, is feven miles broad at the mouth, navigable to the falls (above 150
miles) for vefTels of large burden, and thence to the mountains for fniall craft and
canoes.

Thoifalls are in length about fix or feven miles : they confifl: of innumerable breaks
of water, owing to the obllruftion of the current by an infinite number of rocks, which
are fcattered over the bed of the river ; and form a moft picturefque and beautiful

cafcade.

The honourable Colonel Byrd has a fmall place called Belvedere, upon a hill at the
lower end of thefe falls, as romantic and elegant as any thing I have ever fe^^n. It is

fituated very high, and commands a fine profpect of tlie river, which is half a mile

broad, forming cataracls in the manner above defcribed ; there are feveral little iflands

fcattered carelefsly about, very rocky, and covered with trees ; and two or three vil-

lages * in view at a fmall difl:aiice. Over ail thefe you difcover a prodigious extent of
wildernefs, and the river winding majefUcally along through the midfl: of it.

York river, for about forty miles, to a place called Weft Point, is confined in one
channel about two miles broad : it tlows in a very dired courfe, making but one angle,

and that an inconfiderable one, during the whole way. At Wefl: Point it forks, and
divides itfelf into two branches ; the fouthward called Pamunky ; the northward Mat-
tapony : each of thefe branches, including the windings and meanders of the river, is

navigable feventy or eighty miles, and a confiderable way of this fpace for large

fhips.

The Rappahannoc is navigable to the falls, which are a mile above FredericfbursT,

and about no from the bay. VeiTels of large burden may come up to this place;

and fmall craft and canoes may be carried up much higher.

The Potowmac is one of the fineft rivers in North America : it is f ten miles broad
at the mouth, navigable above 200 miles, to Alexandria, for men of war ; and,

allowing for a few carrying places, for canoes above 200 farther, to the very branches
of the Ohio. Colonel Bouquet, a Swifs gentleman in the Royal Americans, came
down this autumn from Fort Cumberland J to Shenando with very little difficulty

j

* Amonjr'l the reft, Rlchmonci, the prefcnt ftnt of jTovernment.

f The Pijtowrnac, according to Mr. JcfFerlon, is only feven and a half miles broad at its mouth, and
perhav)s his account may be founded upon better authority than my own. I liad no opportunity of
afctrtaining the fadl, and the ftatenicnt which I have made rells entirely upon the credibih'ty of thofe
Virginian orentlemen, who favouied me with the information, and who, I am perfuadcd, did not inten-

tionally mifleaj me; though it is poliible they might bemillaken.

'I
The diltance from Fort Cumberland to Shenando is above i co miles

J.
from Shenando to the great

fiills about 60 i and from the great falls to Alexandria about 17 or 18.

whence
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whence to the great Mh, I have been told, a navigation might eafily be effected : fo

that this river feems to promife to be of as great confequence as any in North
America.

In all thefe rivers the tide flows as far as the falls, and at Alexandria it rifes between
two and three feet. They difcharge themfelves into Chefapeak Bay, one of the fineft

in the world, which runs a great way up the country into Maryland ; is from ten to

twenty miles broad ; navigable near a hundred leagues for veffels of almofl any burden ;

and receives into its bofom at lead twenty great rivers.

Thefc waters are fliored with incredible quantities of fi(h, fuch as fheeps-heads, rock-

fifli, drums, white pearch, herrings, oyllers, crabs, and feveral other forts. Sturgeon

and fliad are in fuch prodigious numbers, that one day, within the fpace of two miles

only, fome gentlemen in canoes, caught above 600 of the former with hooks, which

they let down to the bottom, and drew up at a venture when they perceived them to

i-ub againft a fifh ; and of the latter above 5,000 have been caught at one fingle haul

of the ieine.

In the mountains there are very rich veins of ore ; fome mines having been already

opened which turn to great account ; particularly Spotfwood's iron mines upon the

Rappahannoc, out of which they fmelt annually above fix hundred ton : and one of

copper upon the Roanoke, belonging to Colonel Chifwell. This laft mentioned gen-

tleman is alfo going to try for lead upon fome hunting grounds belonging to the

Indians, towards New River, and the Green Briar ; where, it is faid, there is fine

ore, and in great plenty, lying above ground. Some coal mines have alfo been opened

upon James river near the falls, which are likely to anfwer very well.

The foreRs abound with plenty of game of various kinds ; hares, turkies, pheafants,

voodcocks, and partridges, are in the greatefl; abundance. In the marflies are found

forufes, a particular fpecies of bird, more exquifitely delicious than the ortolan ;

fnipes alfo, and ducks of various kinds. The American fliell-drake and blue-wing

exceed ail of the duck kind whatfoever ; and thefe are in prodigious numbers. In the

woods there are variety of birds remarkable both for fmging and for beauty ; of

which are the mocking-bird, the red-bird or nightingale, the blue-bird, the yellow-

bird, the humming-bird *, the Baltimore bird, the fummer-duck, the turtle, and
feveral other forts.

Infeds and reptiles are almofl; innumerable. The variety of butterflies is not greater

than is that of the rich and vivid colours with which each particular fpecies is dillin-

guiflied and beautified ; and fuch is the number and appearance of the fire-flies, that on
a fummcr's evening the whole air feems to glow and to be enlightened by them. Se-

veral fnakes of this country arc harmlcfs and beautiful ; fuch as the black fnake, the

vvampum-fnake, the bead-fnake, the garter-fnake, and fome others ; but the rattle-

fnake and vipers are exceedingly venomous and deadly. There are two curious fpecies

of frogs here : one is called the bull-frog, which is prodigioufly large, and makes fo

loud a noife, that it may be heard at a great diftance ; the other is a fmall green frog,

which fits upon the boughs of trees, and is found in almofl every garden.

• The humming-bird is the fmalleR and moft beautiful of all the featlicred race : Its colours are green,

crimfon, and gold : it lives chiefly by fiiftion upon tlie fweets and tfTences of flowers ; and nothing can

he more cnrious than to obferve riumbers of them in gardens, where there are honeyfutkles or trumpet-

flowers, flying from flower to flower, putting their (lender bills into every one, and fucking out the

fweetcft juices. The motion of their wings is incredibly fwifr, and produces a humming noife, not unlike

that of a large humble bee. They are frequently kept in cages, but feldona live longer than two months.

The food which is given ihcm, is either honey or fiigar, mixed with water. Repeated attempts have

been made to fend them alive to England, but always without fucccfs.

5 Of
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Of quadrupeds there are are various kinds ; fquirrels of four or five different fpecies •;

opoffums, racoons, foxes, beavers, and deer; and in the deferts and uninhabited

parts, wolves, bears, panthers, elks or moofe deer, buffaloes, mountain -cats, and
various other forts. Such are in general the natural productions of this country.

Viewed and confidered as a lettlement, Virginia is far from being arrived at that

perfeftionof which it is capable. Not a tenth of the land is yet cultivated : and that

which is cultivated, is far from being fo in the mofl advantageous manner. It pro-
duces, however, confiderable quantities of grain and cattle, and fruit of many kinds.

The Virginian pork is faid to be fuperior in flavour to any in the world ; but the fheep

and horned cattle being fmali and lean, the meat of them Is inferior to that of Great
Britain, or indeed, of molt parts of Europe. The horfes are fleet and beautiful ; and
the gentlemen of Virginia, who are exceedingly fond of horfe-racing, have fpared no
expence or trouble to improve the breed of them by importing great numbers from.
England.

The fruits introduced here from Europe fucceed extremely well
; particularly

peaches, which have a very fine flavour, and grow in fuch plenty as to ferve to feed

the hogs in the autumn of the year. Their bloflToms in the fpring make a beautiful

appearance throughout the- country.

Virginia is divided into fifty-two counties, and feventy-fevcn parlflies, and by a£t of
aflembly there ought to be forty-tour towns t ; but one half of fhefe have not more
than fivehoufes ; and the other half are little better than inconfiderable villages. This
is owing to the cheapnefs of land, and the commodioufnefs of navigation : for every
perfon may with eafe procure a fmall plantation, can fhip his tobacco at his own door,

and live independent. When the colony fhall come to be more thickly feated, and
land grow dear, people will be obliged to follow trades and manufactures, which will

neceffarily make towns and lai'ge cities ; but thib feems remote, and not likely to happen
for fome centuries.

The inhabitants are fuppofed to be ia number between two and three hundred
thoufand. There are a hundred and five thoufand tytheables, under which denomina-
tion are included all white males from fixteen to fixty ; and all negroes whatfoever
within the fame age. The former are obliged to ferve ia, the militia, and amount
to forty thoufand.

The trade of this colony is large and extenfive. Tobacco is the principal article of
it. Of this they export annually between fifty and fixty thoufand hogfheads, each
hogfliead weighing eight hundred or a thoufand weight: fome years they export much
more

I . They fhip alfo for the Madeiras, the Streights, and the Weft-Indies, feveral

articles, fuch as grain, pork, lumber, and cyder : to Great Britain, bar^iron, indigo,

and a fmall quantity of ginfeng, though of an inferior quality ; and they clear out one
year with another about ton of fhipping.

* Of the feveral fpecies of fquirrels,. the ground and flying-fqniriels are mudi the fmallefl and mod-
beautiful. The firmer are of a duficy orange liue, ftreaked with blacit ; the latter grey or artv-coloured,

.

tnd ciegantly tormed. Thefe have a fpreading or fan-tail, and two membranes adhering to tlieir ildes ;

which, when thty fpring or leap from a tree, they expand, and are thereby enabled to fly through a con-
fiderable fpace. 'Ihe former are of a very wild nature ; but thtft may be cafily, and are frequently

tamed —Tticre is a ipccies of pole-cat in this part of America, which is commonly called a (Icunk. Tills

animal, when puifued, or afTailed by its enemy, ejc^'U its urine ; which emits fuch a fetid and infupportable.

ftench, as almoft to Itifle and fulFocate wliatevtr is within the reach of it.

f Thcfe numbers have been fince greatly increafcd.

% In the year 1758, it is faid that leventy thoufand hogflreads were exported..

Theirr
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Their manufaftures are very inconfiderable. They make a kind of cotton-cloth,

with which they clothe themfelves in common, and call after the name of their country ;

and fome inconfiderable quantities of linen, hofe, and other trifling articles ; but
nothing to deferve attention.

The government is a royal one : the legiflature confining of a governor appointed
by the king ; a council of twelve perfons, under the fame nomination ; and a houfe of
burgefl"es, or reprefeatatives, of a hundred and eight or ten members, elefted by the
people ; two for each county, and one for each of the following places, viz. the Col-
lege of William and Mary, Jan\es-town, Norfolk-borough, and Williamlburg. Each
branch has a negative. AH laws, in order to be permanent, muft have the King's
approbation

; nor may any be enafted, which are repugnant to the laws of Great Britain.

The courts of judicature are either county, or general courts. The county courts

are held monthly in each county, at a place afligned for that purpofe, by the juflices

thereof; four of them making a quorum. They are appointed by the governor, and
take cognizance of all caufes at common law, or in chancery, within their refpe£live

counties, except criminal ones, punifhable with lofs of life, or member. This power
thev are not permitted to exercife except over negroes and flaves, and then not without

a fpecial commiilion from the governor for each particular purpofe *. The general

court is held twice a year at Williamfburg. It confifts of the governor and council,

any five of which make a court. I'hcy hear and determine all caufes whatfoever,

ecclefiaflical or civil, and fit four-and-twenty days : the firft five of thefe are for hearing

and determining fuits in chancery, appeals from the decrees of the county or inferior

courts in chancery ; and writs of fuperfedeas to fuch decrees. The other days are for

trying fuits or profecutions in behalf of the King ; and all other matters depending in

the faid court : appeals are allowed to the King in council, in cafes of 500I. fterling

value. The governor has a power of pardoning criminals in all cafes, except of treafon

or murder : and then he can only reprieve till he knows the King's pleafure.

The eftabliflied religion is that of the church of England ; and there are very few
Diflenters of any denomination in this province. There are at prefent between fixty

and feventy clergymen : men in general of fober and exemplary lives. They have
each a glebe of two or three hundred acres of land, a houfe, and a falary eflablilhed

by law of 16,000 weight of tobacco, with an allowance of 1,700 more for flirinkage.

This is delivered to them in hogfheads ready packed for exportation, at the mofl
convenient warehoufe. The prefentation of livings is in the hands of the veftry ;

which is a {landing body of twelve members, inverted with the fole power of raifing

levies, fettling the repairs of the church, and regulating other parochial bufinefs.

They were originally eleded by the people of the feveral parifhcs ; but now fill up

* How nccefTary it may be that tliey /Tiould have fuch a power, even in ihis cafe, I will not pretend
to fay ; but the law which tiiinsrers it to ihein feems fo inconilllent wiili the iiatiiial lights of nmnkind,
that I canno' but in pity to humanity recite it. '

_" Every fijve cotnmitling any offence, by law punifhable by death, or lofs rf member, (hall be com-
mitted to the county gaol, and the flieriff of llic county fliall forthwith certify fucli commitment, witit

the caiife thereof to the governor, or commaide* in chief, who may ilfue a coininiffion of oytr and terminer
to fuch perfons as he fliall thii.k fit, which perfons, forthwith after the receipt of fuch comminion (liall

caufe the ufRndcr to be publicly arraigned and tried at the courl-h< ufe of the faid county, and take for

evidence the confcfTion of the offender, the oath of one or more credible witneffes, or fiicli tcflimony of
iKproes, mulattoes, or Indiiins, iiond or free, with piegnant circnnillauces as to tlu-m fliall feein coiiv'ucing,

•wiih'wt ihe folemnhy ofa jury , and the oficnder being found guilty, fhall pafs fuch judgment upon him or
licr as ihc lawdiredls for the like crimes, and on fuch judgment award execution."

Mercer's Abridgment of the Virginian Laws, p. 5 42.
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\'acancies themfclvcs. If the vcftry does not prcfent to a living in lefs than twelve months,
it lapfcs to the governor. The dioccfan is the bifliop of London ; who has a power of
appointing a commilTary to prefide over, and convene the clergy on particular occa-

fions ; and to ccnfure, or even fufpend them, in cafes of neglect or immorality. His

falary is lool. flcrling per annum ; and he is generally of the council, which is of
equal emolument to him *.

An unhappy difagreement has lately arifen between the clergy and the laity, which,
it is to be feared, may be of ferious confequcnce. The caufe of it was this. Tol)acco

being extremely fcarce froin a general failure of the crop, the affembly pafled an a£l

to oblige the clergy and all public officers to receive their flipends in money inftead of
tobacco. This the clergy remonftrated againfl, allcdging tiie harJfhip of being obliged

to take a fmall price for their tobacco, when it bore an extravagant on:' : feeing they

never had any kind of compenfation allowed, when it was fo plentiful as to be almoft

a drug. They fent over an agent to England, and the law was repealed. This greatly

exafperated the people ; and fuch is their mutual animofity at this time, that I fear

it will not eafily fubfide, or be forgotten.

With regard to the law in queftion, it was certainly a very hard one ; and I doubt
whether, upon principles of free government, it can be juftified ; or whether the af-

fembly can legally interpofe any farther, than in cafes of neceflity, to oblige the clergy

to receive their falaries in money inftead of tobacco, at the current price of tobacco.

They may, I an\ perfuaded, in cafes of exigency, always make, and might then have
made, fuch a law-, without any confiderable detriment to the colony ; for fuppofing

the price of tobacco to be what it was at that time, about fifty fliillings currency per
hundred, what would the whole fum be, were the clergy to be paid ad valorem ? Not
2o,oool. fterling. There are in Virginia, as I obferved before, about fixty-five clergy-

men : each of thefe is allowed 16,000 weight of tobacco ; which, at the rate of fifty

(hillings currency per hundred, amounts to 400I.
;

400I. multiplied by 6^, is equal to

26,000 ; which, allowing 40 per cent, difcount, the difference of exchange is about

18,571!. fterling. Now what is this fum to fuch a colony as Virginia? But to this it

will be faid, perhaps, why fhould the clergy be gainers in a time of public diftrefs,

when every one elfe is a fuff'erer ? The clergy will doubtlefs reply, and why ffiould

the clergy be the only fufferers in plentiful feafons, when all but themfelves are gain-

ers ? However, as on the one hand I difapprove of the proceedings of the aflembly in

this affair ; fo, on the other, I cannot approve of the fleps which were taken by the

_ clergy : that violence of temper ; that difrefpeftful behaviour towards the governor
;

that unworthy treatment of their commiflary ; and, to mention nothing elfe, that con-

fufion of proceeding in the convention, ot which fome, though rat the majority, as

has been invidiouffy reprefented, were guilty ; thefe things wer: furely unbecoming
the facred charafter they are invefled with ; and the moderation of thof^ perfons, who
ought in all things to imitate the conduft of their divine iVlafter. If, inftead of flying

out in invectives againlt the legiflature ; of accufmg the governor of having given up
the caufe of religion by paffing the bill ; when, in fad:, had he rejeded it, he would
never have been able to have got any fupplies during the courfe of the war, though
ever fo mucii wanted ; if, inftead of charging the commiflary with want of. zeal for

having exhorted them to moderate meafures, they had followed the prudent counfcls

• The commifiary is commonly prefulent of the college, and has the Parifh of Willtamfburg, or fome
other lucrative parifh, which render him about 350I. a year : fo that his annual income is between 500
and 6col.
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of that excellent man, and had afted with more temper and moderation, they might,

I am perfuaded, in a very fhort time, have obtained any redrefs they could reafonably

have defired. The people in general were extremely well afFedted towards the clergy,

and had expreffed their regard for them in feveral inftances ; they were fenfible, more-

over, that their falaries were too fcanty to fupport them with dignity, and there had

been fome talk about raifing them : had the clergy therefore, before they applied to

England, only offered a memorial to the affembly, fetting forth that they thought the

aft extremely hard upon them, as their falaries were fmall ; and that they hoped the

affembly would take their cafe into confideration, and enable them to live with that

decency which became their character ; I am perfuaded, from the knowledge which

I have of the people in general, and from repeated converfations with feveral members

of the affembly, that they might have obtained almoft any thing they could have

wilhed ; if not, they undoubtedly would have had reafon to appeal. But, inftead of

this, without applying to the affembly for relief, after the afl: was paffed, (for before,

indeed, fome of them did apply to the fpeaker in private) they flew out into the mod
violent invedlives, immediately fent over an agent to England, and appealed to His Ma-
jefty in council. The refult has been already related.

The progrefs of arts and fciences in this colony has been very inconfiderable : the

college of William and Mary is the only public place of education, and this has by no

means anfwered the defign of its inftitution. It has a foundation for a prefident and

fix profeffors. The bufmefs of the prefident is to fuperintend the whole, and to read

four theological ledures annually. He has a handfome houfe to live in, and 200I.

fterling per annum. The profeffor of the Indian fchool has 60I. flerling, and a houfe

alfo ; his bufmefs is to inftrufl: the Indians in reading, writing, and the principles of

the Chriftian religion : this pious inftitution was fet on foot and promoted by the ex-

cellent Mr. Boyle. The profeffor of humanity has the care of Inftrufting the ftu-

dents in claffical learning : he has an uflier or affiftant under him. The four other

profeffors teach moral philofophy, metaphyfics, mathematics, and divinity. Each of

the profeffors has apartments in the college, and a falary of about eighty pounds per

annum *. The prefent chancellor of the college is the bifhop of London.

From what has been faid of this colony, it will not be difficult to form an idea of

the charafter t of its inhabitants. The climate and external appearance of the country

confpire to make them indolent, eafy, and good-natured ; extremely fond of foclety,

and much given to convivial pleafures. In confequence of this, they feldom ftiow any

fpirit of enterprize, or expofe themfelves willingly to fatigue. Their authority over

their flaves renders them vain and imperious, and entire ftrangers to that elegance of

fentlment, which Is fo peculiarly charaderiftic of refined and poliftied nations. Their

ignorance of mankind and of learning, expofes them to many errors and prejudices,

efpecially in regard to Indians and negroes, whom they fcarcely confider as of the

* Tliey have fince been raifed, I believe, to icol.

t General charafters are always liable to many exceptions. In Virginia, I liave had the pleafure to

know feveral gentlemen adorned with many virtues and accomplifliments, to whom the. following defcrip.

tion is by no means applicable. Amongft others, I cannot refift the inclination of mentioning George

Wyth Efqiiire, who, to a perfefl knowledge of the Greek language, which was taught him by his

mother in the back woods, and of the ancient, particularly the Platonic philofophy, had joined fuch a

11 ill living.
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human fpecies ; fo that it is almoft impofTible, in cafes of violence, or even murder,
committed upon thofe unhappy people by any of the planters, to have the delinquents

brought to juftice : for either the grand jury refufe to find the bill, or the petit jury
bring in their verdift, not guilty *.

The difpiay of a charafter thus conftituted, will naturally be in a£ts of extravacTance,
oftentation, and a difregard of oeconomy ; it is not extraordinary, therefore, that the
Virginians out-run their incomes ; and that having involved thcmfelves in difficulties,

they are frequently tempted to raife money by bills of exchange, which they know will

be returned protefted, with ten per cent, intercfl: t-

The public or political character of the Virginians correfponds with their private

one : they are haughty and jealous of their liberties, impatient of reftraint, and can
fcarcely bear the thought of being controuled by any fuperior power. Many of them
confider the colonies as independent dates, notconneded with Great Britain, otherwife

than by having the fame common King, and being bound to her by natural affection.

There are but few of them that have a turn for bufmefs, and even thofe are by no
means expert at it. I have known them, upon a very urgent occafion, vote the relief

of a garriibn, without once confidering whether the thing was practicable, when it was
moft evidently and demonftrably otherwife |. In matters of commerce they are igno-

* There are two laws in this colony, which make it almoft impoflible to convift a planter or white
man of the death of a ncgroe or Indian. By the firft it is enafted, that " if any flave (hall die by reafon
of any ftroke or blow, given in correttion by his or her owner, or by reafon of any accidental blow what-
foevcr, given by fiich owner; no perfon concerned in fuchcorreftion, or accidental homicide, fhall undergo
any profecution or punifliment for the fame ; unlefs, upon examination before the county court, it (hall

be proved by the oath of one lawful and credible witnefs, at leaft, that fuch flave was killed wilfully, ma-
licioufly, and defignedly ; nor fliall any perfon indifted for the murder of a flave, and upon trial found
guilty only of manflaughter, incur any forfeiture or punifliment for fuch ofl^ence or misfortune." See
Mercer's Abridgment, p. 345. By the fecond, " No negroe, mulatto, or Indian, can be admitted into
any court, or before any magillrate, to be fworn as a witnefs, or give evidence in any caufe whatfoever,
except upon the trial of a flave for a capital off^ence." Mercer's Abridgment, p. 419.

f By an adl of aflembly, if any bill of exchange is drawn for the payment of any fum of money, and
fuch bill is protefted for non-acceptance or non-payment, it carries Interell from the date thereof, after the
rate of 10 percent, per annum, until the money be fully fatisfied and paid,

A very curious anecdote relative to this law was mentioned to me at Williarafljurg, of which I am
perfuaded the reader willexcufe the relation.—An ufurer, not fatisfied with 5I. per cent, legal intereft, re-

fufed to advance a fum of money to a gentleman, unlefs, by way of fecurity, he would give him a bill of
exchange that ftiould be returned procelled, by which he would be entitled to 10 per cenc. The gentle-
man, who had immediate occafion for money, drew a bill upon a capital merchant in London, with whom he
had never had any tranfaftion, or carried on the leall correfpondence. The merchant, on the receipt of the
bill, obfcrving the name of the drawer, very readily honoured it, knowing the gentleman to be a perfon of
great property, and concluding that he meant to enter into correfpondence with fiim. The ufurer upon
this became entitled to only 5I. per cent. He was exceedingly enraged, therefore, at being, as he fuppofed,
thus tricked : and complained very heavily to the gentleman of his having given him a good bill inftead of
a bad one.

X The garrifon here alluded to, was that of Fort Loudoun, in the Cherokee country, confifting of a lieu-

tenant, and about fifty men. This unfortunate party being befieged by the Ciiergkee Indians, and reduced to

the lad extremity, fent off runners to the governoi s of Virginia and Carolina, imploring immediate fuccour
;

adding, that it was impoflible for them to hold out above twenty days longer. The alTembly of Virginia,

commiferating their unhappy fituation, very readily voted a conliderable fum for their relief. With this,

troops were ti, be levied ; were to rendezvous upon the frontiers 200 miles diftan: from Williamfburg ;

were afterward to proceed to the fort 200 miles farther through a wildcrnefs, where there was no road,
no magazines, no pofts, either to fhtlter the fick, or cover a retreat in cafe of any difaller ; fo that the
unfortunate garrifon might as effeftually have been fuccoured from the moon. The author taking notice

of thcfe difficulties to one of the members, he frankly replied, " Faith, it is true : but we have had an
opportunity at leaft of (hovving our loyalty," In a few days after arrived the melancholy news, that thi«

unfortunate party was entirely cut off.
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rant of the neceflary principles that mufl: prevail between a colony and the mother

country ; they think it a hardfhip not to have an unlimited trade to every part of the

world. They confider the duties upon their llaple as injurious only to themfelves ;

and it is utterly impoffible to perfuade them that they affeft the confumer alfo. How-
ever, to do themjuftice, the fame fpirit of generofity prevails here which does in their

private charafter ; ihey never refufe any neceflary fupplies for the fupport of govern-

ment when called upon, and are a generous and loyal people.

The women are, generally fpeaking, handfome, though not to be compared with our

fair country-women in England. They have but few advantages, and confequently

are feldom accomplifhed ; this makes them referved, and unequal to any interefting

or refined converfation. They are immoderately fond of dancing, and indeed it is

almofl the only amufement they partake of : but even in this they difcover want of

tafte and elegance, and feldom appear with that gracefulnefs and eafe, which thefe

movements are calculated to difplay. Towards the clofe of an evening, when the

company are pretty well tired with country dances, it is ufual to dance jiggs ; a prac-

tice, originally borrowed, lam informed, from the negroes*. Thefe dances are

without method or regularity : a gentleman and lady ftand up, and dance about the

room, one of them retiring, the other purfuing, then perhaps meeting, in an irregular

fantaftical manner. After fome time, another lady gets up, and then the firft lady

muft fit down, flie being, as they term it, cut out : the fecond lady adts the fame part

which the firft did, till fomebody cuts her out. The gentlemen perform in the fame

manner. The Virginian ladies, excepting thefe amufements, and now and then going

upon a party of pleafure into the woods to partake of a Barbacue t, chiefly fpend their

tinie in fewing and taking care of their families: they feldom read, or endeavour to

improve their minds ; however, they are in general good houfewives ; and though

they have not, I think, quite fo much tendernefs and fenfibility as the Englifli ladies,

yet they make as good wives, and as good mothers, as any in the world.
^

It is hard to determine, whether this colony can be called flourifliing, or not :

becaufe, though it produces great quantities of tobacco and grain, yet there feem to be

very few improvements carrying on in it. Great part of Virginia is a wildernefs, and

as many of the gentlemen are in poflfeihon of immenfe tracts of land, it is likely to

continue fo. A fpirit of enterprize is by no means the turn of the colony, and there-

fore few attempts have been made to force a trade ; which I think might eafily be

done, both to the Weft Indies and the Ohio. They have every thing neceflTary for

fuch an undertaking, viz. lumber, provifions, grain, and every other commodity, which

the other colonies, 'that fubfift and grow rich by thefe means, make ufe of for exports ;

but, inftead of this, they have only a trifling communication with the Weft Indies ;

and as to the Ohio, they have fuftered themfelves, notwithftanding the fupcrior advan-

tages they might enjoy from having a water carriage alraoft to the Yoghiogheny, to

* The author lias fincc had an opportunity of obferving fomething fimilar in Italy. The trefcone of

the Tufcans is very like the jiggs of the Virginians.

+ Monf. deWiild, in his French tranflation of thefe travels, makes the following obfervatlon upon the

word Barbacue.
«• C£t amufement barbare confide a fouetter les pores jufqu' a la mort, pour en rendrc la chair plus

delicate. Je nc fache pas que les cannibales meme le pratiquent."

In juftice to the inhabitants of Virginia, I muft beg leave to obferve, that fuel) a cruel and inhuman

aift was never, to my knowledge at lead, pradlifed in that country. A Barbacue is nothing more than a

porktt, killed in the ufual way, ftnfFed with fpiccs and other rich ingredients, and bafled with Madeira

wine. It is eftccmed a very great delicacy ; and is, I believe, a colily difli.
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ncgle(El this valuable branch of commerce ; while the induftrious Penfylvanians feize

every opportunity, and flruggle with innumerable dilTiculties, to fecurc it to themfelves.

The Virginians are content if they can but live but from day to day ; they confine

themfelves almofl entirely to the cultivation of tobacco ; and if they have but enough
of this to pay their merchants in London, and to provide for their plcafurcs, they are

fatisficd, and defire nothing more.^ Some few, indeed, have been rather more enter-

prifing, and have endeavoured to improve their edates by raifing indigo, and other

fchemes : but whether it has been owing to the climate, to their inexperience in

thefe matters, or their want of perfeverancc, I am unable to determine, but their fuc-

cefs has not anfwered their expcdations.

The taxes of this colony are con fidcrable, and the public debt amounts to at leaft

400,000!. currency ; this they have been driven into by the war, having feldom had
Icfs than a thoufand or fifteen hundred provincial troops in pay, exclufive of the ex-

peuces of fome forts. The ways and means employed for raifing the money have beea
generally the fame ; they have firft made an emillion of fo much paper currency as

the exigency required, and then laid a tax for finking it. This tax has been commonly
upon Lmds and .negroes, two fhillings for every ti^heable ; and a fliilling or eighteen-

pence upon every hundred acres of land. This mode of taxation has occafioned fome
divifions in the houfe, for the owners of large trafts being unable, perhaps, to cultivate

a tenth part of their pofleffions, and every man's real income arifing from the number
of his negroes, have thought it very hard to pay a tax for what they pretend is of no
value to them ; but much better arguments may undoubtedly be urged in fupport of
the tax than againft it.

The taxes for the prefent debt are laid till the year fixty-nine, when the whole,:

if they add nothing more to it, will be difcharged. The ufe of paper currency in

this colony has entirely baniflied from it gold and filver. Indeed the introduclion of it

was certain in time to produce this effed; ; but left it ihould not, the Virginians fell

into a meafure, which completed it at once: for by an act ofaffembly they fixed the

exchange between currency and fterling debts at five and twenty per cent, not con-

fidering that the real value of their currency could only be regulated by itfelf. The
confequence was, that when from frequent emiffions, the difference of exchange
between bills upon merchants in London and currency, was 40 per cent, the difference

between currency and fpecie * was only five and twenty. So that the monied men
collefted all fhe fpecie they could, fent it to Philadelphia, where it pafled for its real

value, purchafed bills of exchange with it there, and fold them again in Virginia with

fifteen per cent, profit : and this they continued to do till there was not a pillolc or a

dollar remaining.

During my (lay in Virginia, I made feveral excurfions into different parts of the

country : one in particular to the great Falls of Potowmac ; of which, as I expefled to

be highly entertained, I kept a journal.

I departed from AVilliamfburg, Od. i. 1759, in company with another gentle-

man t ; and we travelled that day about forty miles, to a plantation
|;

in King William

• Fixing the difference between currency and (lerling debts, was, in reality, fixing it between cup.

rency and fpecie.

f Col. Bernard Moore.

^: Belonging to Col. Symes. This gentleman's lady, a very beautiful woman, was faid to have juft

attained her 21(1 year. She was at that time the mother of ftven children, all living. The women in

general, in this country, arrive at maturity very early. Some are marriageable at eleven, many at thirteen,

and the generality at fourteen or fifteen years of age.

county J



7l8 BURNABY's travels in north AMERICA.

county ; beautifully fituated upon a high hill, on the north fide of Pamunky river,

A little below this place ftands the Pamunky Indian town ; where at prefent are the

few remains of that large tribe ; the reft having dwindled away through intemperance

and difeafe. They live in little wigwams or cabins upon the river ; and have a very

fine traft of land of about 2000 acres, which they are reftrained from alienating by

at*: of aflembly. Their employment is chiefly hunting or fifhing, for the neighbouring

gentry. They commonly drels like the Virginians, and I have fometimes miftaken

them for the lower fort of that people. The night I Ipent here, they went out

into an adjoining marfli to catch Sorufes ; and one of them, as I was informed in the

morning, caught near a hundred dozen. The manner of taking thefe birds is remark-

able. The Sorus is not known to be in Virginia, except for about fix weeks from

the latter end of September : at that time they are found in the marflies in prodigious

numbers, feeding upon the wild oats. At firfl: they are exceedingly lean, but in a

fhort time grow To fat, as to be unable to fly : in this ftate they lie upon the reeds,

and the Indians go out in canoes and knock them on the head with their paddles.

They are rather bigger than a lark, and are delicious eating. During the time of their

continuing in feafon, you meet with them at the tables of mofl: of the planters, brcak-

faft, dinner, and fupper *.

Odt. 2. We went to another plantation about twenty-four miles diflant, belonging

to a private gentleman f, upon Mattapony river. We ftaid there all that and the next

day on account of rain.

Oft. 4. We travelled twenty-five miles to another gentleman's + houfe ; and from

thence, the day following, about twenty-five miles farther, to a town called

Fredericfburg.

Fredericfburg is fituated about a mile below the Falls of Rappahannoc : it is regu-

larly laid out, as mofl of the towns in Virginia are, in parallel flreets. Part of it is

built upon an eminence, and commands a delightful profpedl ; the refl: upon the edge

of the water for the convenience of warehoufes. The town was begun about thirty-

two years ago, for the fake of carrying on a trade with the back-fettlers j and is at prefent

by far the moft flourifliing one in thefe parts.

We left Fredericfburg the 6th inftant, and went to fee the Falls. At this place is a

fmall mercantile town called P'almouth, whofe inhabitants are endeavouring to rival the

Fredericfburghers in their trade. It is built upon the north fide of the river, and confifts

of eighteen or twenty houfes.

The Falls of Rappahannoc are fimilar to thofe of James river, except that they are

not upon fo large a fcale. The whole range fcarcely exceeds half a mile, and the

breadth not a hundred yards. At the time of our going to fee them, there was a

frefli in the river, which added very much to their beauty. The centre of view was

an ifland of about an hundred acres covered with trees ; this divided the river into

two branches, in each of which, at regular diftanccs of fifteen or twenty yards, was a

chain of fix or feven falls, one above another, the leafl of them a foot perpendicular.

The margin was beautifully variegated with rocks and trees, and the whole formed a

pleafing romantic fcenc.

* In fcveral parts of Virginia tlie anticnt cutlom of eating meat at brcakfall ftill continues. At tlie

top of the tabic, wheie the lady of the houfe prefides, there h conftantly tea and coffee ; but the reft of

the table i« garniflicd with roaftcd fowls, lijm, venifon, game, and other dainties. Even at Williamfburg,

it is tlic cuitom to have a plate of cold ham upon the table ; and there is icarcely a Virginian lady who
breakfalls without it.

|- Major Henry Gaines. X Col. Bailors.

At
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At this place we met with a perfon who informed us of his having been a few days

before, a fpcdator of that extraordinary phenomenon in nature, the fafcinating power
of the rattle fnake. He obferved one lying coiled near a tree, looking diredly at a
bird which had fettled there. The bird was under great agitation, uttered the mod
doleful cries, hopped from fpray to fpray, and at length flew directly down to the fnake,

which opened its mouth and fwallowed it.

From hence we afcended up the river, about fifteen miles, to Spotfwood's iron-

mines ; and in our way had a fine view of the Apalachian mountains, or Blue Ridge,

at the diftance of feventy miles. At this place I was much affeded by the following

incident :—A gentleman in our company, which was now increafed, had a fmall negro
boy with him, about fourteen years of age, that had lived with him in a remote part

of the country fome time as a fervant ; an old woman who was working in the mines,

and who proved to be the boy's grandmother, accidentally call her eyes on him ; fhe

viewed him with great attention for fome time ; then fcreamed out, faying that it was
her child, and flung herfelf down upon the ground. She lay there fome feconds ; rofe

up, looked on him again in an extafy of joy, and fell upon his neck and kilTed him.

After this, flie retired a few paces, examined hini afrefli with fixed attention, and
immediately feemed to lofe herfelf in thoughtful and profound melancholy. The boy
all this while flood filent and motionlefs ; reclining his head on one fide, pale and
afieded beyond defcription : it would not have been in the power of painting to

exhibit a finer picture of diftrefs.

We returned from this place the next day to Fredericfburg ; and fen-ying over the

Rappahannoc into the Northern Neck, travelled about feventeen miles to a gentleman's

houfe in Stafibrd county : in the morning we proceeded through Dumfries, and over
Occoquan river to Colchefter, about twenty-one miles.

Thefe are two fmall towns lately built for the fake of the back trade ; the former *

on the Quantico, the other upon Occoquan river, both of which fall into the Potow-
mac. About two miles above Colchefter there is an iron furnace, a forge, two faw-

mills, and a bolting-mill : at bur return we had an opportunity of vifiting them : they

have every convenience of wood and water, that can be wiflied for. The ore wrought
here is brought from Maryland ; not that there is any doubt of there being plenty

enough in the adjacent hills ; but the inhabitants are difcouraged from trying for it by
the proprietor's (viz. Lord Fairfax) having referved to himfelf a third of all ore that

may be difcovered in the Northern Neck f.

From

• In the preceding editions of this book, Dumfries is mentioned as fituated upon Acquia Creek ; but
this is certainly erroneous, for all the maps deicribe it as fituattd upon the Quantico. The error

Drobably arofe from the author's having pafled the Acquia, the Quantico and tlie Occoquan, rivers

in the fame day ; and his want of perfedt and coUedi recollettion, when he wrote his journal in the
evening.

•j- An occurrence happened to me in the courfe of thii day's travelling, which, though it made a con-
Cderable impreffion upon me at the lime, 1 (liould not have thought of fufficient moment to be recorded,

had not the intcllc£lnal powers of the African Negroes been frequently, ot lace, made the fubjeft of con-
verfatlon, both by the friends and the oppofcrs of the emancipation of that unhappy race. In paffin?

either Acquia, Quantico, or Occoquan rivers, I do not recolledt which, I was rowed by an old grcy-!ieaded

Negro; who feemed quite cxliaulled and worn down by age and infirmity. I inquired into his fituation,

and received for anfvver, that he had been a flavc from his youth, and had continued to work for his mailer
till age had rendered him unfit for fervice ; that his mailer had then kindly given him a fmall piece of
ground, and the profits of the ferry, which were indeed very inconfiderable, for his maintenance: and that
witii thefe means of fubfiftence he awaited the hour when it might plcafe God to call him to another life,

I obferved
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From Colcheftcr we went about twelve miles farther to Mount Vernon. This place

is the property of Colonel Wafhington, and truly deferving of Its owner *. The
houfe is mod beautifully fituated upon a high hill on the banks of the Potowmac ; and
commands a noble profpett of water, of cliffs, of woods, and plantations. The river

is nearly two miles broad, though two hundred from the mouth j and divides the

dominions of Virginia from Maryland f. We refted here one day, and proceeded up
the river about twenty-fix miles, to take a view of the great falls. Thefe are formed
in fome refpect like thofe of the Rappahannoc ; but are infinitely more noble. The
channel of the river is contracted by hills ; and is as narrow, I was told, as at Fort

Cumberland, which is an hundred and fifty miles higher up. It is clogged moreover
with innumerable rocks ; fo that the water for a mile or two flows with accelerated

velocity. At length coming to a ledge of rocks, which runs diametrically acrofs the

xiver, it divides into two fpouts, each about eight yards wide, and ruflies down a

precipice with incredible rapidity. The fpout on the Virginian fide makes three falls,

one above another ; the firft about ten feet, the next fifteen, and the laft twenty-four

or twenty-five feet perpendicular : the water is of a vafl bulk, and almofl intire. The
fpout on the Maryland fide is nearly equal in height and quantity, but a great deal more
broken. Thefe two fpouts, after running in fcparate channels for a fliort fpace, at

length unite in one about thirty yards wide ; and as we judged from the fmoothnefs

of the furface and our unfuccefsful endeavours to fathom it, of prodigious depth. The
rocks on each fide are at leafl ninety or a hundred feet high ; and yet, in great

frefhes, the water overflows the tops of them, as appeared by feveral large and intire

trees, which had lodged there.

In the evening we retuincd down the river about fixteen miles to Alexandria, or

Bel-haven, a fmall trading place In one of the fineft fituations imaginable. The Potow-

I obferved, that he miift naturally wifh for that hour, as it would releafe him from his prefent fufferings.

His anfwer was, no ; for he was afraid to die. On my qutftioiiing him, why he was afraid to die : whether
he had any thing upon his confcience that gave him uneafintfs; or whether lie had not been honefl and faithful

to his mailer ? He anfwered, yes ; I have always done my duty to the beft of my power : but yet I am afraid

to die : and was not our Saviour himfelf afraid to die? The anfwer was fo unexpeftcd, and fo far beyond what
I fuppofed to be the intelleflual capacity of the poor Negro, that it funk deep into my mind, and I was loft

for a moment in filence.

* I cannot omit this opportunity of bearinfj teflimony to the gallant and public fpirit of this gentle-

man. Nov. I, 1753, Lieutenant Governor Dinwiddie having informed the affembly of Virginia, that

the French had erefled a fort upon the Ohio, it was refolved to fend fomebody to M. St. Pierre, the

commander, to claim that country as belonging to His Britannic Majefty, and to order him to withdraw.

Mr. Waftiington. a young gentleman of fortune juft arrived at age, offered his fervice on lhi^ 'mtinrtant

occafion. The dillance was more than <ioo miles, 2C0 of which lav through a tracklefs defart, inhabited

by cruel and mercilefs favages, and the feafon was uncommonly fevcre. Notwithftanding thefe dif-

couragirg clrcumdancer, Mr. Wafliington, attended by orre companion only, fet out upon this dangerous

enterprise ; travelled from Winchcfter on foot, carrying his provifions on his back, executed his comniiffion,

and after incredible hardfliips, and many providential efcapes, returned fafc to Williamlburg, and gave an
account of his negociaticm to the affembly, the 14th day of February following.

•j- A very curious fight is fieqiiciitly cxiiibited upon this and the other great rivers in Virginia, which
for its novelty is exceedingly diverting to (Irangers. During the fpring and fummer months the fifhing

hawk is often ften hovering fiver the rivers, or rellinf; on the wing without the leall vilible change of

place for fomc minutes, then ftiddenly darting down and plunging into the water, from Wiicnce it feldom

rifts again without a rock-fi(h, or fome other confiderable fi(h in its talons. It Immediately Ihakcs off

the water like a rr.'iCi, and makes the beft of its way towards the woods. The baldeagit, which is

gciitraily upon the watch, inftantly j urfues, and if it can overtake, endeavours to foar above it. The hawk
growing folicltous for Its own fafety drops the fifli, and the bald-eagle immediately ftoops, and feldom fails

to catch it ia Its pounces before It reaches the water.

mac
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mac aove and below the town, is not more than a mile broad, but it here op cs into a

large circular bay, of at leaft twice that diameter.

The town is built upon an arc of this bay ; at one extremity of which is a wharf,

at the other a dock for building Ihips ; with water fufficientiy deep to launch a veffel of

any rate or magnitude.

The next day we returned to Colonel Wafliington's, and in a few days afterward to

Williamfburg.

The time of my rcfidence In this colony was ten months, and I received fo many
inflances of friendlhip and good-nature, that not to acknowledge them would be an

aft of ingratitude. It would not be eafy to mention particular inftances, without

being guilty of injuftice by omitting others : but, in general, I can truly affirm, that I

took leave of this hofpitable people with regret, and (hall ever remember them with

gratitude and affeftion.

May 26, 1760. Having procured three horfes, for myfelf, fervant, and baggage,

I departed from Williamfburg, and travelled that night to Eltham *
; twent:y-five

miles.

May 27. I ferried over Pamunky river at Danfies, and went, to Todds ordinary upon
Mattopony, or the northern branch of York river ; thirty-two miles.

May 28. I went to a plantation in Caroline county t ; twenty-feven miles.

May 29. To Fredericlburg ; twenty-five miles.

As I was travelling this day, I obferved a large black fnake, about fix feet long,

lying crofs the ftump of a tree by the road fide. I touched it with my fwitch feveral

times before it ftirred ; at lafl; it darted with incredible fwiftnefs into the woods. On
looking into the hole where it had fixed its head, I obferved a fmall bead-fnake about

two feet long ; beautifully variegated with red, black, and orange colour, which the

black fnake was watching to prey upon. I took and laid it, half ftupified, in the fun

to revive. After I had proceeded about a quarter of a mile, it occurred to me that

it would be a great curiofity if I could carry it to England, I therefore fent my fervant

back v.ith orders to fetch it ; but, at his return, he acquainted me that it was not to

be found, and that the black fnake was in the fame pofition wherein I had firfl: dif-

covered it. 1 mention this as an inflance of the intrepid nature of the black fnake,

which though not venomous, will attack and devour the rattlefnake ; and, in fome
cafes, it is aflerted, even dare to affault a man.

May 30. I left Fredericfburg, and having ferried over the Rappahannoc at the Falls,

travelled that night to Neville's ordinary, about thirty-four miles.

May 31. I pafled over the Pignut and Blue Ridges ; and, eroding the Shenando,

arrived, after a long day's journey of about fifty miles, at Winche(ter|.

The Pignut Ridge is a continuation of the fouth-well mountains. It is now here very

high ; and at the gap where I pafled, the afcent is fo extremely eafy, owing to the

winding of the road between the mountains, that I was fcarcely fenfible of it.

The traft of country lying between this ridge and the coaft, is fuppofed, and with

fome appearance of probability, to have been gained from the ocean. The fituation

is extremely low, and the ground every where broken into fmall hills, nearly of the

fame elevation, with deep intermediate gullies, as if it were the eifeift of fome fudden

* The plantation of Colonel Eaflett.

+ Belonging to Colonel Bailor, mentioned above.

;J
GTecnway Court, the feat of the venerable Lord Fairfax, 15 fituated a few miles on the left of the

road, about half way between the Apalachjan mountains and Wincheller. His Lorddiip being alfent, I

was prevented from paying my refpefts to him.

VOL. x!ii. 4 z retiring
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retiring of the waters. The foil is principally of fand, and there are few if any
pebbles, within a hundred miles of the (hore ; for which reafon the Virginians n thefe

parts never flioe their horfes. Iiicredible quantities of what are called fcallop-lhells, are

found alfo near the furface of the ground ; and many of the hills are entirely formed
of them. Thefe phenomena, with others lefs obvious to common obl'ervation, feem
to indicate, that the Atlantic, either gradually or by fome fudden revolution in

nature, has retired and loft a confiderable part of that dominion which formerly

belonged to it.

The Blue Ridge is tnuch higher than the Pignut : though even thefe mountains are

not to be compared with the Alleghenny. To the fouthvi'ard, I was told, they are more
lofty ; and but little, if at all, inferior to them. The Pafs, at Afliby's Gap, from the

foot of the mountaui on the eaftem fide to the Shenando, which runs at the foot on
the weflern, is about four miles. The afcent is no where very fteep ; though the

jnountahis are, upon the whole, I think, higher than any I have ever fetn in England.

When I got to the top, I was inexprefiibly delighted with the fcene which opened
before me. Immediately under'the mountain, which was covered with chamredaphnes
in full bloom, was a moil beautiful river : beyond this an extenfive plain, diverfified

with every pleafing objeift that nature can exhibit ; and, at the diftance of fifty miles,

another ridge of ftill more lofty mountains, called the Great, or North Ridge *
, which

inclofed and terminated the whole.

The river Shenando rifes a great way to the fouthward from under this Great
North Ridge. It runs through Augufta county, and falls into the Potovvmac fome-

where in Frederic. At the place where I ferried over, it is only about a hundred
yards wide; and indeed it is no where, 1 believe, very broad. It is exceedingly ro-

mantic and beautiful, forming great variety of falls, and is fo tranfparerit, that you may
fee the fmalleft pebble at the depth of eight or ten feet. There is plenty of trout and
other fifh in it ; but it is not navigable, except for rafts. In fudden freflies it rifes above
forty or fifty feet. The low grounds upon the banks of this river are very rich and
fertile ; they are chiefly fettled by Germansr, who gain a comfortable livelihood by
jaifing ftock for the troops, and fending butter down into the lower parts of the

country. I could not but refled; with pleafure on the fituation ot thefe people; and
think if there is fuch a thing as happincfs in this life, that they enjoy it. Far from the

buftle of the world, they live in the moft delightful climate, and richeft foil imagin-

able ; they are every where furroundcd with beautilul profpectsand fylvan fcenes ; lofty

mountains, tranfparent ftreams, falls of water, rich vallies, and majeftic woods ; the

whole interfperfed with an infinite variety of flowering fhrubs, conftitute the landfcape

furrounding them : they are fubjedl to lev/ difeafes ; are generally robuft ; and live in

perfcft liberty : they are ignorant of want, and acquainted with but few vices. Their

inexperience of the elegancies of life precludes any regret that they poiTefs not the

means of enjoying them : but they pofl'cfs what many princes would give half their

dominions for, health, content, and tranquillity of mind.

Wincheftcr is a fmall town of about two hundred houfes. It is the place of general

rendezvous of the Virgiiiian troops, which is the reafon of its late rapid increalc, and

prefent flourifhing condition. The country about it, before the reduction of Fort du
Quefne, was greatly expoftd to the ravages of the Indians, who daily committed moft

horrid cruelties : even the town would have been in danger, had not Colonel Wafhington,

in order to cover and proted it, eretted a ibii upon an eminence at one end of it, which

• All llief* ridgee confift of fingle mountaini juintd togcditr, and r on parallel to each other.

7 proved
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proved of the utmon: utility ; for although the Indians were frequently in fight of tha

town, they never diired to approach within reach of the fort. It is a regular fquarc

fortification, with four baftions, mounting twenty-four cannon ; the length of each

curtain, if I am not miftaken, is about eighty yards. Within, there are barracks for

430 men. The materials of which it is conllrudcd, are logs filled up witlvearth : the

foldiers attempted to furround it with a dry ditch ; but the rock was fo extremely hard

and impenetrable that they were obliged to defifl. It is dill unfinifhed ; and, I fear,

going to ruin ; ior the aifembly, who feldom look a great way before them, after having

fpent about 9000I. currency upon it, cannot be prevailed upon to give another thoufand

towards finilhing it, becaufe we are in pofleflion of Pitiburg ; and, as they fuppofe, quite

fecure on this account
;
yet it is certain, that, in cafe of another Indian war on this fide,

which is by no means improbable, confidering our general treatment of that people, it

would be of the urmoft advantage and fecurity.

There is a peculiarity in the water at Winchefler, owing, I was told, to the foil's

being of a limy quality, which is frequently produdive of fevere gripings, efpecially in

ft rangers ; but it is generally fuppofed, on the other hand, to be fpecific againft fome
other difeafes *.

D.uring my ftay at this place, I was almoft induced to make a tour for a fortnight to

the fouthward, in x\ugufta county, for the fake of feeing fome natural curiofities ; which,

the officers allured me, were extremely well worth vifiting : but as the Cherokees had
been fcalping in thofe parts only a few days before ; and as I feared, at the fame
time, that it would detain me too long, and that I fhould lofe my paflage to Eng-
land, I judged it prudent to decline it.

The curiofities they mentioned to me were chiefly thefe :

1. About forty miles weftward of Augufta court-houfe, a beautiful cafcade, burfting

out of the fide of a rock, and, after running fome diftance through a meadow, rulhing

down a precipice 1 50 feet perpendicular.

2. To the fouthward of this about twenty miles, two curious hot fprings, one tailing

like alum, the other like the walhings of a gun.

3. A moft extraordinary cave.

4. A medicinal fpring, fpecific in venereal cafes. A foldier in the Virginian

regiment, whofe cafe was thought defperate, by drinking and bathing in thefe waters,

was, after a few days, entirely cured. This fad: was afferted very ftrongly by fome
officers, who had been ported there : but Colonel Waftiington, of whom I inquired

more particularly concerning it, informed me that he had never heard of it ; that

he was not indeed at the place where it is faid to have happened, but that having

had the command of the regiment at that time, he fhould probably have been
informed of it. What credit therefore is to be given to it the reader mufl: judge
for himfelf.

5. Sixty miles fouthward of Augufta court-houfe, a natural arch, or bridge, joining

two high mountains, with a confiderable river running underneath.

6. A river called Loft river, from its finking under a mountain, and never ap-
pearing again.

7. A fpring of a fulphureous nature, an infallible cure for particular cutaneous
difordcrs.

8. Sixteen miles north-eaft of Winchefter, a natural cave or well. Into which, at

times, a perfon may go down to the depth of 100 or 150 yards; and at other times,

* ProfcfTor Haller, in liis notes to the German trandatinn of this book, fuppofcs that the water at

Winchefler may be impregnated with vitriolic magncfia, fal amarum.

4 z 2 the
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the water rifes up to the top, and overflows plentifully. This is called the ebbing and

flowhig well, and is fituated in a plain flat country, not contiguous to any mountain

or running water.

9. A few miles from hence, fix or feven curious caves communicating with each

other.

A day or two before I left Winchefl:er, I difcovered that I had been robbed by my
fervant : he confeflTed the fad, and pleaded fo little in juftification of himfelf, that I was

oblif^ed to difmifs him. This diflreffed me very much, for it was impoflible to hire a

fervant in thefe parts, or even any one to go over the mountains with me into the lower

fettlements. However, by the politenefs of the commander of the place, the honour-

able Colonel Byard, and of another gentleman* of my acquaintance, I got over thefe

difficulties ; for the former, while I continued at Winchefter, accommodated me with

his own apartments ia the fort, ordering his fervants to attend and wait upon me ; and

the latter fent a negro boy with me as far as Colonel Wafliington's, eighty miles diftant

from this place. On the 4th of June, therefore, 1 was enabled to leave Wincheflier,

and I travelled that night about eighteen miles, to Sniker'sf ferry upon the

Shenando.

The next morning I repafled the Blue Ridge at Williams's Gap, and proceeded on my
journey about forty miles. I this day fell into converliition with a planter, who over-

took me on the road, concerning the rattlefnake, of which there are infinite numbers

in thefe parts ; and he told me, that one day going to a mill at fome diftance, he pro-

voked one to fuch a degree as to make it ftrike a fmall vine which grew clofe by, and

that the vine prefently drooped and died |.

My accommodations this evening were extremely bad ; I had been wet to the Ikin in

the afternoon ; and at the miferable plantation in which 1 had taken flielter I could get

no fire ; nothing to eat or drink but pure water ; and not even a blanket to cover me.

I threw myfelf down upon my mattrafs, but fuffered fo much from cold, and was fo

infeflied with infers and vermin, that I could not clofe my eyes. I rofe early ia the

morning, therefore, and proceeded upon my journey, being diftant from Colonel Wafh-

ington's not more than thirty miles. It was late, hov.-ever, before I arrived there, for

it rained extremely hard, and a man who undertook to Ihev.- me the neareft way, led

me among precipices and rocks, and we were loft lor above two hours. It was not

indeed, without fome compenfation ; for he brought me through as beautiful and

pifturefque a fcene as eye ever beheld. It was a delightful valley, about two miles in

length, and a quarter of one in breadth, between high and craggy mountains, covered

with chamcedaphnes § or wild ivy, in full flower. Through the middle of the valley

" Colonel Churclihill. f Called in Fry and JtfR-ifon's map, Williams's Fciry.

1 Several pcrfons to whom I have mentioned this faft have feemed lo dmibt of the probabllily of it.

But were it not true, a queilion will naturally arife, how an idea of that natuie (Tiould occur to an ignorant

planter, living remote from all cultivated fociety ; and, more particularly, how he fliould happen to fix upon

that tree; which, fuppofing the thing poflible, is the moft likely to have been adec.'ed in tlie manner

defcrihed.
. _ „ . .

4 The charaosdaphne is the mod beautiful of all flowering llirubs : Catelby in his Natural Hiftory

of Carolina fpeaks of it in the following manner: "The fl nvers grow in bunches on the tops of the

branchas, to footllalks of three inches long; they are white, ftaincd with purplifil red; ronlilling-^

one leaf in form of a cup. divide! at the verge into five fcdions. In the middle is a ftihis, and tea

ilamina. which, when the flower full opens, appear lying dole to the fides of (he cup, at equal dillances ;

glided
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glided a rivulet about eight yards wide, extremely lucid, and breaking into innumerable

cafcades ; and in different parts of it flood fniall clumps of evergreens ; fuch as myrtles,

cedars, pines, and various other forts. Upon the whole, not Tempe itlelf could have

dilplayed greater beauty or a more delightful fcene.

At Colonel Wafliiiigton's I difpofed ot mv horfes, and, having borrowed his curricle

and fervant, 1 took leave of Mount Vernon the i ith of June.

I croffed over" the Potowmac into Maryland at Clifton's Ferry, where the river is fome-

thing more than a mile broad ; and proceeded on my journey to Marlborough, eighteen

miles. I here met with a ftrolling company of players, under the diredlion of one
Douglas. I went to fee their theatre, which was a neat convenient tobacco-houfe,

well fitted up for the purpofe. From hence in the afternoon I proceeded to Queen
Ann, nine miles ; and in the evening nine miles farther, over the Patuxen to London-
town Ferry ; 1 flaid here all night, and early in the morning ferrying over South River,

three quarters of a mile in breadth, I arrived at Annapolis, four miles diflant, about

nine in the morning.

Annapolis is the capital of Maryland ; it is a fmall neat town, confifling of about a

hundred and fifty houfes, fituated on a peninfula upon Severn river. Tiie pf-ninfufa is

formed by the river, and two fmall creeks ; and although the river is not above a mile

broad
;
yet as it falls into"Chefapt-ak bay a little below, there is from this town the

lineft water-profpecl: imaginable. The bay is twelve miles over, and beyond it you may
difcern the eaftern fliore ; fo that the fcene is diverfified with fields, woods, and water.

The tide riles here about two feet, and the water is fait, though the diftance of the

capes is more than 200 miles. The town is not laid out regularly, but is tolerably well

built, and has feveral good brick houfes. None of the flreets are paved, and the fev^

public buildings here are not worth mentioning. The church is a very poor one, the

itad.-houfe but indifferent, and the governor's palace is not finifhed. This lafl men-
tioned building was begun a few years ago ; it is fituated very finely upon an eminence,

and commands a beautiful view of the town and environs. It has four large rooms on
the lower floor, befides a magnificent faloon, a flair cafe, and a veflibule. On each fide

of the entrance are four windows, and nine upon the firfl; flory ; the offices are under

ground. It was to have had a fine portico the whole range of the building ; but un-

luckily the governor and aiTembly diiagreeing about ways and means, the execution of

the defign was fufpended ; and only the fhell of the houfe has been finifhed, which is

now going to ruin. The houfe which the prefent governor inhabits, is hired by the

province at Sol. currency per annum.

There is very little trade carried on from this place, and the chief of the inhabitants

are ftorekeepers or public officers. They build two or three fhips annually, but feldoni

more. 1 here are no iortifications, except a miferable battery of fifteen fix-pounders.

Maryland is fituated between the 38th and 40th degree of north latitude, and the

75th and 80th of wefl; longitude from London. It is bounded on the eaft by the

Atlantic ocean, and the three lower counties of Delaware ; on the fouth and weft by
Virginia; and by Penfylvania on the north. The climate, foil, and natural produdions

of it are nearly the fame as thofj of Virginia. It is watered by many fine rivers, and

almofl innumerable creeks; but it is far from, being well cultivated, and is capable of

much improvement. It is divided into fourteen counties, and between forty and fifty

parilhes ; and there are feveral little towns in it which are neatly built.—The inhabitants,

ex:lufive of flaves, are fuppofed to be about ninety thouland : of which the miiiria,

including all white males between fixteen and fixiy, amounts to eighteen. The flaves

are about thirty-two thoufand.—-The ftaple of the country is tobacco ; and, com-
munibus
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munlbus annis they export near 30,000 hogflieads : lafl year their exports amounted
to 50,000.—Their nianufatlures are very trifling.—The government is a proprietary

one ; and confifts of the proprietor (viz. lord Baltimore) ; his governor ; the council,

compofed cf twelve perfons nominated by himfelf ; and a houfe of reprefentatives,

elected by the people ; four for each county, and two for Annapolis. The power of

the proprietor is next to regal ; of the other parts of the legiflature, much the fame as

in Virginia. The lower houfe has been at variance feme years with the council and
governor, concerning ways and means ; chiefly in regard to taxing the merchants book-

debts : which has been the reafon of their having done nothing for the defence of the

colonies during the war. The houfe has confl:antly voted troops, but as confliantly laid

the fame tax tor the maintenance of them ; the council therefore has always rejefted

the bill ; alledging the inconvenience of fuch a tax, as it would neceflTarily be a reitraint

upon trade ; and ruin many of the merchants credit.—The proprietor has a negative *

upon every bill, exclufive of his governor.

There are feveral courts of judicature in this province ; but the principal are either

thofe which are held quarterly in each county by the juftices thereof, like thofe in

Virginia ; or the provincial ones, which are held twice annually at Annapolis by judges

appointed for that purpofe f. The court of chancery confilts of the governor and
council ; and the dernier refort is to His Majefliy in council at home.

The efliabliflied religion is that of the church of England : but there are as many
Roman Catholics as Proteflants. The clergy are liberally provided for ; they have

not, as in Virginia, a fixed quantity of tobacco ; but fo much per head, viz. 30 lb.

weight for every tytheable in their refpedive pariflies : and feme of them make more
than 300I. flierling per annum. They are prefented to their livings by the governor

;

and are under the jurifdidtion of the Bifliop of London ; but being at a great diflance

from England, and having no commiflary to fuperintend their afl^'airs, they lie under
many difadvantages. AflTeflTments are made, I was told, by the county-courts ; the

veflry, which confift;s of twelve members diilindt from the churchwardens, have little

or no authority
J.

In each county throughout this province, there is a public free-fchool, for reading,

writing, and accounts j but no college or academy ; and the education of youth is but

little attended to.

The character of the inhabitants is much the fame as that of the Virginians ; and the

ftateot the two colonies nearly alike. Tobacco, to fpeak in general, is the chief thing

attended to in both. There have been fome attempts to make wine ; and it is certain,

that the country is capable of producing almoft any fort of grapes. Colonel Tafco, a

gentleman of diftinction in thefe parts, attempted to make Burgundy, and fucceeded

tolerably well for the firfl: trial. I drank fome of the wine at the table of Mr. Hamil-

ton, the governor of "ennfylvania, and thought it not bad. But whether, as this

gentleman is now deceafecl, any other perfon will have fpirit to profecute his plan, I

much doubt. The currency here is paper-money, and the difference of exchange
about fifty per cent. The duty upon negroes isonlv forty fliillings currency per head
at their importation ; whereas in Virginia it is ten pounds.

• This power i doubted, thou^^li it has never yet been contefted.

f Bcfidcs theft courts, there was formtrly a general court of affize held throughout llie province, eitlicr

once or twice a year, but this h.-^s been laid afide.

X The whole viftty, as in Virgitiia, coiifiils (jf twelve members ; but they go off by rotation two eveiy

jear ; and there is annually a frefh clcdioii. They have the power of appointing infpedors, &c.

June
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June 13. I hired a fchooncr of about ten ton, and embarked for the head of the

bay, dii'ant twenty-three lea^ut-s ; we made fail with a frefh breeze, and after a pleafiint

pafTage of fixteen hours, in one of the inoft d-.lightful days imaginable, arrived at

Frederick Town upon Sailafras river, about twelve in the evening. 1 never in my life

fpent a day more agreeably, or with higher entertainment. The fhores on each fide of

the bay, and ti)e many little iflands intcrfperfod in it, aflbrd very beautiful profp- ds
;

we were entertained at the fame time bv innumerable porpoifes playing about the bow
of the fliip ; and naturally fell into a train of the moft pleahng reflections, on obferving

the mouths of the many noble rivers as we paffcd along. On the weftern fliore, be-

fides thofe great rivers of Virginia, which I have already defcribcd, there are ten or
eleven others, largo and capacious, fome of them navigable a confiderable way up into

the country *. " The Patuxen, which we have left behind us, faid the mafter of the

fchooner, as we were failing over this beautiful bay, is navigable near fifty miles for

veflels of three hundred ton burthen. Yonder, he added, are South, Severn, and
Magotty rivers, navigable about ten miles. A little farther is the Patapfico, a large

and noble river ; where I have gone up fifteen miles. Back, Middle, Gunpowder,
and Bufli rivers admit only floops and fchooners, and thefe only for fix or feven miles.

The Sufquehannah, though fo majeftic, and fuperior in appearance, has only a fhort,

and that a bad navigation ; but it rifesan immenfe way off in unknown and inhofpitable

regions, is exceedingly large and beautiful, and affords great variety of fi(h. The
next, or North river, is navigable about ten miles. On the eaftern fliore, he con-

cluded, are Elk, Bahama, Saffafras, Chefter, Wye, Miles, Great Choptank, Little

Choptank, Nanticote, Manokin, and Pocomoke rivers, ail of them navigable, more
or lefs, for feveral miles f."—Such was our converfation and entertainment during
this delightful voyage.

Frederic Town is a Anall village on the weftern fide of Saffafras river, built for the

accommodation of ftrangers and travellers ; on the eaftern fide, exactly oppofite to it,

is another fmall village (George Town), erected for the fame purpofe.—Having hired

an Italian chaife, with a fervant and horfe to attend me as far as Philadelphia, I left

Frederic Town the next day, and went to Newcaftle, thirty two miles.

Newcaftle is fituated upon Delaware river, about forty miles above the Bay, and a

hundred from the Capes. It is the capital of the three lower counties, but a place of
very little confideration ; there are fcarcely more than a hundred houfes in it, and no.
public buildings that deferve to be taken notice of. The church, prefbyterian and
quakers meeting-houfes, court-houfe, and market-houfe, are almoft equally bad, and.

undeferving of attention.

The province, of which this is the capital, and which is diftinguiflied by the name of

the Three Lower Counties of Newcaftle, Suffex, and Kent, belonged formerly to the

Dutch ; but was ratified to the crown of England by the treaty of Breda ; it was after-

wards fold by the Duke of York to the proprietor of Penfylvania, and has continued a

feparate government, though nearly under the fame regulations with that province,

ever fince. The fame governor prefides over both 5 but the affembly, and courts of
judicature are different : different as to their conftituent members, for in form they are

nearly alike. The affembly confifts of eighteen perfons, eleded annually by the

* By fome enor or ovcrfiglit tlie names of feveral rivers here mentioned, thougli particularly fpeclfied In

the original manufcript, were omitted in the full and fecond editions of this work. They arc now inferted,

and the account ir. corrcft.

•J-
He fiiid from eighteen to fifty miles.

people*
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people ; fix for each county : this, with the governor, forms the legiflature of the

province. There is a militia, in which all perfons, from eighteen to fifry, are

obliged to be enrolled ; and the county of Newcaftle alone furnilhes more than feven

hundred.

The next day I fet out for Philadelphia, diflant about thirty-fix miles, and arrived

there in the evening. The country all the way bore a different afpeft from any thing

I had hitherto feen in America. It was much better cultivated, and beautifully laid

out into fields of clover, grain, and flax. I paffed by a very pretty village called

Wilmington, and rode through two others, viz. Chefter and Derby. The Delaware

river is in fight great part of the way, and is three miles broad ; upon the whole

nothing could be more pleafing than the ride which I had this day. I ferried over the

Schuilkill, about three miles below Philadelphia ; from whence to the city the whole

country is covered with villas, gardens, and luxuriant orchards.

Philadelphia, if we confider that not eighty years ago the place where it now ftands

was a wild and uncultivated defert, inhabited by nothing but, ravenous beafls, and a

favage people, niufl; certainly be the objeft of every one's wonder and admiration. It

is fituated upon a tongue of land, a few miles above the confluence of the Delaware

Schuilkill ; and contains about 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. It is built

north and fouth upon the banks of the Delaware ; and is nearly two miles in length,

and three quarters of one in breadth. The fl:reets are laid out with great regularity in

parallel lines, interfered by others at right angles, and are handlomely built : on each

fide there is a pavement of broad ftones for foot paffengers ; and in mod of them a

caufeway in the middle for carriages. Upon dark nights it is well lighted, and watched

by a patrole : there are many fair houfes, and public edifices in it. The ftadt-houfe is

a large, handfome, though heavy building ; in this are held the councils, the affemblies,

and fupreme courts ; there are apartments in it alfo for the accommodation of Indi.m

chiefs or fachems ; likewife two libraries ; one belonging to the province, the other to

a fociety, which was incorporated about ten years ago, and confifts of fixty members.

Each member upon admifllon, fubfcribed forty (hillings ; and afterward annually ten.

They can alienate their (hares, by will or deed, to any perfon approved by the fociery.

They have a fmall colleftion of medals and medallions, and a few other curiofities,

fuch as the Ikin of a rattlefnake killed at Surinam, twelve feet long ; and feveral north-

ern Indian habits made of furs and fklns. At a fmall diftance from the ftadt-houfe,

there is another fine library, confifl;ing of a very valuable and chofen colleftion of books

left by a Mr. Logan ; they are chiefly in the learned languages. Near this there is alfo

a noble hofpital for lunatics and other fick perfons. Befides thefe buildings, there

are fpacious barracks for 17 or iSco men ; a good affembly-room belonging to the

fociety of freemafons ; and eight or ten places of religious worihip ; viz. two churches,

three quakers meeting-houfes, two prefbyterian ditto, one Lutheran church, one

Dutch Calvinift ditto, one Swedifli ditto, one Romifli chapel, one Anabaptilf meeting-

houfe, one Moravian ditto : there is alfo an academy or college, originally built for a

tabernacle for Mr. Whiteficld. At the fouth end of the town, upon the river, there is

a battery mounting thirty guns, but it is in a ftate of decay. It was defigned to be a

check upon privateers. Thefe, with a few alms-houfes, and a fchool-houfe belonging

to the quakers, are the chief public buildings in Philadelphia. The city is in a very

flourifliing ftate, and inhabited by merchants, artifts, tradefmcn, and perfons of all

occupations. There is a public market held twice a week, upon Wednefday and

Saturday, almoft equal to that of Leadenhall, and a tolerable one every day befides.

^5 The
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The flrects are crowded with people, and the river with vcfll'Is. Houfes are fo dear,

that they will let for lool. currency per annum ; and lots, not above thirty feet in

breadth, and a hundred in length, in advantageous fituations, will fell for loool.

flcrling. There are feveral docks upon the river, and about twenty-five veflels are

built there annually. I counted upon the flocks at one time no lefs than feventeen,

many of them three-mafted vcffels.

Can the mind have a greater pleafure than in contemplating the rife and progrcfs of

cities and kingdoms ? Than in perceiving a rich and opulent flate arifing out of a fmall

fettlemcnt or colony ? This pleafure every one mufl. feel who confiders Penfylvania.

—

This wonderful province is fituated between the 40th and 43d degree of north latitude,

and about 76 degrees weft longitude from London, in a healthy and delightful climate,

amidft all the advantages that nature can beftow. The foil is extremely ftrong and

fertile, and produces fpontaneoufly an infinite variety of trees, flowers, fruits, and

plants of different forts. The mountains are enriched with ore, and the rivers with

fifli : fome of thcfe are fo ftately as not to be beheld without admiration : the Delaware

is navigable for large veflels as far as the falls, 1 80 miles diflant from the fea, and 120
from the bay. At the mouth it is more than three miles broad, and above one at Phi-

ladelphia. The navigation is obftrufted in the winter, for about fix weeks, by the

feverity of the froft ; but, at other times, it is bold and open. The Schullkill, though

not navigable for any great fpace, is exceedingly romantic, and affords the moft de-

lightful retirements.

Cultivation (comparatively fpeaking) is carried to a high degree of perfection ; and
Penfylvania produces not only great plenty, but alfo great variety of grain ; it yields

likewife flax -feed, hemp, cattle of difl"erent kinds, and various other articles *.

It is divided into eight counties, and contains many large and populous towns :

Carlifle, Lancafter, and German-town, confift each of near five hundred houfes
;

there are feveral others which have from one to two hundred.

The number of inhabitants is fuppofed to be between four and five hundred
thoufand f, a fifih of which are Quakers : there are very few negroes or flaves.

The trade of Penfylvania is furprifingly extenfive, carried on to Great Britain, the

Weft Indies,. every part of North America, the Madeiras, Lifbon, Cadiz, Holland,

Africa, the Spanifti main, and feveral other places ; exclufive of what is illicicly

carried on to Cape Fran9ois, and Monte Chrifto. Their exports are provifions of

all kinds, lumber, hemp, flax, flax-feed, iron, furs, and deer fkins. Their imports,

Englifli manufaftures, with the fuperfluities and luxuries of life. By their flag-of-truce

trade, they alfo get fugar, which they refine and fend to Europe.

Their manufadures are very confiderable. The German-town thread ftockings

are in high eftimation ; and the year before laft, I have been credibly informed, there

* Ir the foutliern colonics cultivation is in a very low Hate. The common proccfs of it is, iiid to cut

ofFthe trees two or three feet above ground, in orJer to let in the fun and air, leaving the ftumps to decay
and rot, whicli they do in a few years. AFter this they dig and plant, and continue to work the fame
field, year after year, without ever tnanuring it, till it is quite fpcnt. They then enter upon a frefh piece

of ground, alloaing this a refpi'e of about twenty years to recover it fclf ; during which time it becomes
beautifully covered with Virjjiiiian pines : the feeds of that tree, which arc exceedingly fmall, and, when
the cones open, ate watted tlirough the air in great abundance, fowing thenifclv^s in every vacant fpot of
negledled ground.

f Doubts have fince aufen, wheihei the number, at the time here mentioned, amounted to more than

350,000— See Morfc's Ameiican geography.

VOL. XIII. 5 A - were
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were manufaftured in that town alone above 60,000 dozen pair. Their common
retail price is a dollar per pair.

I'he Irilh fettlers make very good linens : feme woollens have alfo been fabricated,

but not, I believe, to any amount. There are feveral other manufaftures, viz. of
beaver hats, which are fuperior in goodnefs to any in Europe, of cordage, linfeed-oil,

ftarch, myrtle-wax and fpermaceti candles, foap, earthen ware, and other commodities.

The government of this province is a proprietary one. The legiflature is lodged in

the hands of a governor appointed (with the King's approbation) by the proprietor ;

and a houfe of reprefentatives, elefted by the people, confifting of thirty-feven mem-
bers. Thefe are of various religious perfuafions, for by the charter of privileges,

which Mr. Penn granted to the fettlers in Penfylvania, no perfon who believed in God
could be molefled in his calling or profeffion ; and any one who believed in Jefus

Chrift might enjoy the firfl pod under the government. The crown has referved to itfelf

a power of repealing any law which may interfere with the prerogative, or be contrary

to the laws of Great Britain.

The judicature confifts of different courts. The juftices of the peace, who, together

with the other judges, are of the governor's appointment, hold quarterly feflions

conformable to the laws of England ; and, when thefe are finifhed, continue to fit

in quality of judges of common pleas, by a fpecial commiflion. The fupreme court

confifts of a chief juftice, and two afliftant judges: they have the united authority of

the King's Bench, Common Pleas, and Court of Exchequer. They not only receive

appeals, but all caufes once commenced in the inferior courts, after the firft writ,

may be moved thither by a habeas corpus, certiorari, writ of error, &c. The judges

of the fupreme court have alfo a ftanding and diftinft commifTion to hold, as fhall

feem needful, courts of oyer and terminer, and general gaol-deliveries throughout the

province ; but this power they feldom, I believe, exercife. The fupreme courts are

held twice a year at Philadelphia. There is no Court of Chancery ; but the want of

it is fupplied, in fome meafure", by the other courts. There is a particular officer called

the regifter-general, appointed by the governor, whofe authority extends over the

whole province, where he has feveral deputies. He grants letters of adminiftration,

and probates of wills. In cafes of difpute, or caveat entered, he may call in, as

affiftants, two juftices of the peace. The governor can pardon in all cafes, except

of treafon or murder, and then can reprieve till he knows the King's pleafure.

There is here, as in moft of the other colonies, a Court of Vice Admiralty, held by

commiflion from the Admiralty in England, for the trial of captures, and of piracies,

and other mifdemeanors committed upon the high feas, but there lies an appeal fi-om it,

I believe, to the Court of Delegates in England.

As to religion, there is none properly eftablifhed ; but Proteftants of all denomi-

nations, Papifts, Jews, and all other feds whatfoever, are univerfally tolerated.

There are twelve clergymen of the church of England, who are fent by the Society

for the Propagation of the Gofpel, and are allowed annually 50I. each, befides what

they get from fubfcriptions and furplice fees. Some few of thefe are itinerant

mifiionaries, and have no fixed refidence, but travel from place to place, as occafion

requires, upon the frontiers. They are under the jurifdidtion of the Bifliop of London.

Arts and fciences are yet in their infancy. There are fome few perfons who have

difcovered a tafte for mulic and painting *, and philofophy feems not only to have made

• Mr. Benjamin Well, prefident of the Royal Academy, was, I believe, a native of Penfylvania, if not

of Pliiladcl^liia.

a con-
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a confiderable progrefs already, but to be daily gaining ground. The library fociety

is an excellent inltitution for propagating a tafle for literature ; and the college well

calculated to form and cultivate it. This lalt inftitution is erefted upon an admirable

plan, and is by far the bell fchool for learning throughout America. It has been
chiefly raifed by contributions; and its prcfent fund is about io,oooI. Pcnfylvanian

money. An account of it may be feen in Dr. Smith's (the prefident's) Uil'courfes.

The Quakers alio have an academy for inftrudting their youth in clallical learning,

and praftical mathematics: there are three teachers, and about feventy boys in it.

Befides thefe, there are feveral fchools in the province for the Dutch and other foreign

children ; and a confiderable one is going to be credtcd at German-town.
The Penfylvanians, as to charader, arc a frugal and induftrious people ; not

remarkably courteous and hofpitable to ftrangers, unlefs particularly recommended to

them J
but rather, like the denizens of molt commercial cities, the reverfe. They

are great republicans, and have fallen into the fame errors in their ideas of independency
as moft of the other colonies have. They are by far the mofl: enterprifmg people
upon the continent. As they confift of feveral nations, and talk feveral languages,
they are aliens in fome refpeft to Great Britain ; nor can it be expected that they
fliould have the fame filial attachment to her which her own immediate offspring have.
However, they are quiet, and concern themfelves but little, except about getting

money. The women are exceedingly handfome and polite : they are naturally fprightly

and fond of pleafure ; and, upon the whole, are much more agreeable and accom-
plifhed than the men. Since their intercourfe with the Englilh officers, they are
greatly improved ; and, without flattery, many of them would not make .bad figures

even in the firft aflTembhes in Europe. Their amufements are chiefly dancing in the
winter, and in the fummer, forming parties of pleafure upon the Schuilkill, and in

the country. There is a fociety of fixteen ladies, and as many gentlemen, called the
fifhing company, who meet once a fortnight upon the Schuilkill. They have a very
pleafant room ereded in a romantic fituation upon the banks of that river, where they
generally dine and drink tea. There are feveral pretty walks about it, and fome wild
and rugged rocks, which, together with the water and fine groves that adorn the banks
form a mofl: beautiful and pidurefque fcene. There are boats and fifliing tackle of all

forts, and the company divert themfelves with walking, fifliing, going up the water,
dancing, finging, converfing, or jufl: as they pleafe. The ladies wear an uniform
and appear with great eafe and advantage from the neatnefs and fimplicity of it. The
firfl; and mofl: diltinguiflied people of the colony are of this fociety ; and it is very
advantageous to a flranger to be introduced to it, as he hereby gets acquainted with the
befl: and moft refpectable company in Philadelphia. In the winter, when there
is fnow upon the ground, it is ufual to make what they call fleighing parties, or to

go upon it in fledges, but as this is a pradtice well known in Europe, it is needlefs to
defcribe if.

The prefent fl:ate of Penfylvania is undoubtedly very flourifliing. The country is

well cultivated, and there are not lefs than 9000 waggons employed in it, in different

fervices. Till this war they were exempt from taxes, and it was not without difficulty

that the Quakers were prevailed upon to grant any fupplies for the defence of the
frontiers, though expofed to the mofl: horrid cruelties : it was not from principle, fay

their enemies, that they refufed it, but from intereft ; for as they were the firfl fettlers

they chiefly occupy the interior and lower parts of the province, and are not expofed
to incurfions. At length, however, compelled by clamour and public difcontent, they

5 * 2 were
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were obliged to pafs a fupply bill for ioo,oooI. to raife five-and-twenty hundred men,
and thefe they have kept up ever fince : they afterward paifed a militia bill, but it

was fuch a one as anfwered no good purpole. The Quakers have much the greatefl

influence in the aflembly, and aie fupported there by the Dutch and Germans, who
are as adverfe to taxes as themfelves. Their power, however, at prefent feems rather on
the decline, which is the reafon, as the oppofite party pretend, that they ftir up oa
all occafions as much confufion as poffible, from that trite maxim in politics, divide et

impera. They have quarrelled with the proprietors upon fcveral occafions, whether
altogether jufkly or not, I will not pretend to fay ; it is certain, however, that the deter-

minations at home have been fometimes in their favour. The late fubjects of their

difputes have been chiefly thefe :

Firft, Whether the proprietary lands ought to be taxed ? This has been determined
at home in the affirmative.

Secondly, Whether the proprietor ought to have any choice or approbation of the
afleflcrs ?

Thirdly, Whether he ought to give his governor imtructions ? And,
Laflly, Whether the judges of his appointment ought to be during pleafure, or

quamdiu fe bene gejferlnt ? Thefe three lafl: are ftiil undecided.

Upon the whole, though this province is exceedingly flourifliing, yet there are
certainly great abufes in it ; and fuch as, if not fpeedily redified, will be productive of
bad confequences.

The difference of exchange between bills and the currency of Penfylvania is about

75 per cent.

An occurrence happened to me at Philadelphia, which, though in ilfelf of a trifling

nature, I cannot but take notice of, as a fingular initance of the flrong poffeilion which
an idea will fometimes take of the mind, fo as totally to derange it. A lady from Rhode
Iflantl, who lodged in the fame houfe with myfelf, had an unfortunate brother in the

infirmary, a lunatic. He was fuppofed to be nearly well, and was permitted occafion-

ally to fee company. A few days before I was to leave Philadelphia, this lady invited me
to accompany her in one of her vifits to him ; adding, that on her inadvertently men-
tioning to him fome circumftances relating to me, he had expreflfed a mofl: earnefl; de-

lire to fee me. I flrongly objefted to the propofal, urging the impropriety of intro-

ducing a ftranger, or, indeed, company of any fort, to a perfon in that unhappy
fituation, as it might poflibly agitate his mind, and retard his recovery. I advifed her
therefore not to take any further notice of it ; hoping he might forget, or not mention
it any more. The next day flie renewed her application ; adding, that her brother was
exceedingly difappointed ; and entreated me to attend her, in fo prcfling a manner,
that 1 could not with civility refufe it. On entering the cell, a beam of fatisfadion

feemed to dart from his eye, not eafy to be exprefled or conceived. I took him by
the hand; and, feating myfelf oppofite the bed to which he was chained, immediately

took the lead in convcrfation, talking of indifferent matters, fuch as I thought could

not poffibly tend to interefl: or difturb his mind. I had not proceeded far when he
luddenly interrupted me ; and propofed a queftion, which at once convinced me that

he was in a very unfit ftate to fee company. I immediately therefore rofe up ; and
making an excufe that my engagements that day would not admit of my entering

into fo curious a fubjeft, defired him to referve it for fome future converfation. He
feemed greatly dilconcerted ; but being near the door, which fl:ood open, I took my
leave and retired. The next morning I left Philadelphia ; nor did I think any more

of

r
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of this occurrence till I arrived at Rhode Ifland ; where I was informed that the chief,

if not fole, indances of infanity fliewn by this unhappy youn^T man, were fome attempts

which he had made to kill a clergyman of the church of England. That he had been

educated to be a teacher among ft the congregationalifls, but had taken it into his head,

that he could never gain heaven, or be happy, but by committing io heroic and meri-

torious an action. The very evening of his confinement he was prevented from ful-

filling his purpofe, in the inftant when he was raifmg up his hand to plunge a knife

into the back of a clergyman, who was reading the funeral fervice, in the px-efence of

a large congregation. What his intentions were in regard to myfelf, I cannot pretend

to fay : he offered me no violence; but thofe at Rhode Ifland of his acquaintance, to

whom I related this tranfaftion, were fully perfuaded that he was far from being cured

of his diftcmper *.

I left Philadelphia the 6th of July, and travelled in the ftage as far as Sheminey-

ferry, about feventeen miles ; where I was overtaken by a gentleman and fome ladies

of my acquaintance, who were going a few miles farther upon a party of pleafure.

They were fo obliging as to make room for me in one of their chaifes, and we pro=

ceeded and dined together at Briftol, a fmall town upon the Delaware, oppofite Bur-

lington : in the afternoon we went ten miles higher up the river, and ferried over to

Trenton, fituated in the Jerfeys. This is built on the eaft fide of the Delaware, and

contains about a hundred houfes. It has nothing remarkable ; there is a church, a

Quaker's, and Prefbyterian mceting-houfe, and barracks for three hundred men. Fronx

hence we went to Sir John Sinclair's, at the falls of Delaware, about a mile above

Trenton, a pleafant rural retirement ; where we fpent a molt agreeable evening. la

the morning, the company returned to Philadelphia ; and, having hired a chaife, I

proceeded to Prince-town, twelve miles diftant.

At this place there is a handfome fchool and college for the education of Diffenters ;

erefted upon the plan of thofe in Scotland. There are about tv/enty boys in the

grammar-fchool, and fixty in the college : at prefent there are only two profeffors, be-

fides the provoft ; but they intend, as their fund increafes, which is yet very fmall,

and does not exceed 2000I. currency, to add to this number. The building is ex-

tremely convenient, airy, and fpacious ; and has a chapel and other proper oflices.

Two ftudents are in each fet of apartments, which confifts of a large bed-room with a

fire-place, and two ftudies. There is a fmall coUedion of books, a few inftrunients,

* Since my return to Europe, I have been informed of sn inllance fimilar to this, vvhicli happened at

Florence. A gentleman had taken it into his head that a very large diamond lay burled under a moun-

tain which flood upon his ellate. and was near ruining Iiimfelf and his family by diggin;' for it. His

friends, by fome contrivance or other, got him away to Florence, and placed him under the care of the

late celebrated Dr. Cocchi. He there appeared perfcdly compofed, talked very rationally, and, having

been well educated, aiibrdcd great entertainment to the doctor and his friends, who converfed with him.

One day as they were fitting together, he mentioned to the doftor, that it was very hard he fhould be

deprived of his liberty, when he was perfeAly well ; and that it was only a ichcme of his relations to keep

him in confinement, in order tliat they miglit enjoy \\ii ellate. The doctor, who liad perceived no marks

of infanity. began to be daggered ; and promlfed, in cafe he fliould fee no reafon to alter !iis fentiments, to

fign a certificate of his being well on fuch a day, in order to its being fent to England, that he might
liave his releafe. The day arrived, and the doctor was preparing to perform liio promife ; but whether

by defign, on perceiving ibmething particular in the looks of his patient, or by accident, I could not

le.irn, he laid to the gentleman ;
•' Now, Sir, I beg from this time that you will think no more of this

foolifh affair of the mountain and diamond." " Not think of the diamond !" faid tiie madman j
" it is

for this reafon that I want my liberty : I know exactly the fpot where it lies ; and I will have it iu my
pofleffion before I am a year older."

This llory was related to me in Tufcany, and I had no reafon to qucllion the truth of it.

and
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and fome natural curiofities. The expence to a ftudent for room-rent, commons, and

tutorage, amounts to 25I. currency per year. The provoft has a falary of 200I. cur-

rency, and the profeffors 50I. each. The name of the college is NafTau-Hail.— From
hence, in the afternoon, I proceeded to Brunfwick, eighteen miles farther, a fmall town

of about a hundred houfes, fituated upon Raritan river ; where there are alfo very neat

barracks for 300 men, a church, and a Prelbyterian meeting-houfe. It is celebrated

for the number of its beauties ; and, indeed, at this place and Philadelphia were the

handfomeft women that I faw in America. At a fmall diftance from the town is a

copper-mine belonging to a Mr. French, (I was told) a pretty good one. The next

day I rode up the river, about nine miles to the Raritan hills, to fee a fmall cafcade,

which falls about fifteen or twenty feet, very romanticly, from between two rocks.

The country I paffed through is exceedingly rich and beautiful ; and the banks of the

river are covered with gentlemen's houfes. At one of thefe I had an opportunity of

feeing fome good portraits of Vandyke, and feveral other fmall Dutch paintings.

On Monday the 7th, I proceeded to Perth-Amboy, twelve miles, the capital of the

Eafl Jerfeys, which is pleafantly fituated upon a neck of land, included between the

Raritan and Amboy rivers and a large open bay. This is generally the place of the

governor's refidence ; and alternately, here and at Burlington, the capital of the Weft

Jerfeys, are held the aflemblies, and other public meetings : it contains about a hun-

dred houfes, and has a very fine barracks for three hundred men. In the afternoon I

travelled fixteen miles farther to Elizabeth-town, leaving Woodbridge, a fmall village

where there is a printing-office, a little on my right hand. Elizabeth-town is built

upon a fmall creek or river that falls into Newark-bay, and contains between two and

three hundred houfes. It has a court-houfe, a church, and a meeting-houfe ; and

barracks alfo like thofe abovementioned.

The next morning I rode out, in order to vifit Pafaic Falls, diftant about twenty-

three miles, and had a very agreeable tour. After riding fix miles, I came to a town

called Newark, built in an irregular fcattered manner, after the fafliion of fome of our

villages in England, near two miles in length. It has a church ereded in the Gothic

tafte with a fpire, the firfl: I had feen in America ; and fome other inconfiderable

public buildings. Immediately on my leaving this place, I came upon the banks of

Second, or Pafaic river, along which I travelled feventeen or eighteen miles to the

Falls, through a rich country, interfperfed with fine fields and gentlemen's feats.

The Falls are very extraordinary, different from any I had hitherto met with in

America. The river is about forty yards broad, and runs with a very fwift current,

till coming to a deep chafm or cleft which crofles the channel, it falls above feventy

fe'^t perpendicular in one intire Iheet. One end of the cleft is clofed up, and the water

rufhes out at the other with incredible rapidity, in an acute angle to its former direc-

tion, and is received into a large bafon. Hence it takes a winding courfe through

the rocks, and fpreads again into a very confiderable channel. The cleft is from four

to twelve feet broad. The fpray fornied two beautiful (viz. the primary and fecondary)

rainbows, and helped to make as fine a fcene as imagination could conceive. This

extraordinary phenomenon is fuppofed to have been produced by an earthquake. The
fate of two Indians is delivered down by tradition, who, venturing too near the Falls

in a canoe, were carried down the precipice, and dafhed to pieces. Thirty or forty

yards above the great Fall, is another, a moft beautiful one, gliding over fome ledges

of rocks, each two or three feet perpendicular, which heightens the fcene very much.
2 From
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From hence I returned, and in my way crofled over the river to Colonel John Schuy-

ler's copper-mines, where there is a very rich vein ot ore, and a fire-engine eredted

upon common principles.

After this I went down two miles farther to the park and gardens of this gentleman's

brother, Colonel Peter Schuyler. In the gardens is a very large colleftion of citrons,

orangps. limes, lemons, balfams of Peru, aloes, pomegranates, and other tropical plants

;

and in the park I faw feveral American and Englifh deer, and three or four elks or

mooft-deer. I arrived at Elizabeth-town in the evening, not a little entertained with

my expedition, but exceedingly fai igued with the violent heat of the weather, and the

many mufquitoes that had infefleJ me.
Before 1 take leave of the Jeneys, it is neceffary I fliould give fome account of this

province. New Jerfey is fituated between the 39th and 42d degree of north latitude,

and abuut feventy-five degrees weft longitude : it is bounded on the eaft by the Atlan-

tic, on the weft oy Penfylvania, or to fpeak more properly the Delaware ; on the fouth

by Delaware-bay; and on the north by Hudfon's river and the province ofNew York.

The climate is nearly the fame as that of Penfylvania ; and the foil, which is a kind

of red flate, is fo exceedingly rich, that in a fhort time after it has been turned up and
expofed to the air and moifture, it is converted into a fpecies of marie *.

New Jerfey has very great natural advantages of hills, valleys, rivers, and large

bays. The Delaware is on one fide, and Hudfon's river on the other ; befides which

it has the Raritan, Pafaic, and Amboy rivers ; and Newark and New York bays. It

produces vaft quantities of grain, befides hemp, flax, hay, Indian corn, and other ar-

ticles. It is divided into eleven counties, and has feveral fmall towns, though not

one of confideration. The number of its inhabitants is fuppofed to be 70,000 : of

which, all males between fixteen and fixty, negroes excepted, are obliged to ferve in

the militia. There is no foreign trade carried on from this province ; for the inhabi-

tants fell their produce to the merchants of Philadelphia and New York, and take in

return European goods and other neceflfaries of life. They have fome trifling manu-
faftures of their own, but nothing that deferves mentioning.

The government confifts of a governor, twelve counfellors, and a houfe of reprefen-

tatives of about twenty-fix members, the two former nominated by the King, the latter

eleded by the the people. Each branch has a negative : they meet at Amboy and at .

Burlington alternately. The governor's falary, with perquifites, is about 800 or loool.

flerling a-year : he is not allowed a houfe to refide in, but is obliged to hire one at his

own expence. There are feveral courts of judicature here, much like thofe of the

other provinces. The juftices hold quarterly feflions for petty larcenies, and trifling

caufes ; and the fupreme judge, with two afljftant juftices, holds, once a year, a general

aflize, throughout the province, of oyer and terminer, and common pleas. He holds

alfo annually four fupreme courts, alternately at Amboy and Burlington, of King's

bench, common pleas, and exchequer. The offices of chancellor and vice-admiral,

are executed by the governor ; and the dernier refort is to His Majefty in council.

There is properly no eftabliflied religion in this province, and the inhabitants are of

various perfuafions : the fociety fends fix miffionaries, who are generally well re-

* Since my return from America, I have met with a gentleman (Edward Wortley Montagu, Efquire)

who had vilucd the Holy Land. He defcrlbed the foil of that country to be fimilar in almoil every cir-

cumllancc to this of the Jerfeys. He faid it appeared to be of a red flaty fiibftance, (lerilc, and incapable

of producing any thing wurih the cultivation ; but that being broken up and expofed to the air, it be-
came exceedingly mellow, and was fertile in the higheft degree.

ceived
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ceived ; and the church gains ground daily. Their falaries are about the fame as in

Penfylvania.

Arts and fclences are here, as in the other parts of America, juft dawning. The
college will in time, without doubt, be of confiderable advantage, but being yet in

its infancy, it has not had an opportunity of operating, or efFedting any vifible im-

provement.

The New Jerfey men, as to charafter, are like moft country gentlemen
;
good-

natured, hofpitable, and of a more liberal turn than their neighbours the Penfylvanians.

They live altogether upon their eflates, and are literally gentlemen farmers. The country

in its prefent ifate can fcarcely be called flourifliing ; for although it is extremely well

cultivatcd,thicklyfeated,and the garden of North America, yet, having no foreign trade,

it is deprived of thofe riches and advantages, which it would otherwife foon acquire.

There have been fome attempts to remedy this defeO: ; but whether from the difficulty

of diverting a thing out of a channel in which it has long flowed, or from want of pro-

priety or perfeverance in the meafures, I am unable to fay ; but the truth is, they have

not fucceedcd. Upon the whole, however, this province may be called a rich one :

during the prefent war it has raifed confiderable fupplies, having feldom had lefs than-

looo men in pay, with a leader (Colonel Schuyler) at their head, who .has done honour

to his country by his patriotic and public fpirit. The paper currency of this colony is

at about 70 percent, difcount, but in very good repute; and preferred by the Pen-

fylvanians and New Yorkers, to that of their own provinces.

On Wednefday the 9th of July, I croffed over to Staten Illand, in the province of

New York ; and travelled upon it about nine miles to the point which is oppofite

New York city.

In my way I had an opportunity of feeing the method of making wampum. This,

the reader probably knows is the current money amonft the Indians. It is made of the

clam^fhell ; a fliell, confifting within of two colours, purple and white ; and in form

not unlike a thick oyiler-fliell. The procefs of manufadluring it is very fimple. It is

firfl clipped to a proper fize, which is that of a fmall oblong parallelopipcd, then drilled,

and afterward ground to a round fmooth furface, and poliflied. The purple wampum
is much more valuable than the white ; a very fmall part of the flieli being of that

colour.

At the point I embarked for New York ; and after a pleafant paflagc over the bay,

which is three leagues wide, and various delightful profpefts of rivers, iflands, fields,

hills, woods, the Narrows, New York city, veffels failing too and fro, and innume-

rable porpoifes playing upon the furface of the water, in an evening fo ferene that the

hemifphere was not ruffled by a fingle cloud, arrived there about the fetting of the

fun.

This city is fituated upon the point of a fmall ifland, lying open to the bay on one

fide, and on the others included between the north and eaft rivers ; and commands a

fine profpeft of water, the Jerfeys, Long Ifland, Staten Ifland, and feveral others, which

lie fcattered in the bay. It contains between two and three thoufand houfes, and 16

or 17,000 inhabitants, is tolerably well built, and has feveral good houfes. The
flrects are paved, and very clean, but in general narrow : there are two or three, in-

deed, which are fpacious and airy, particularly the Broad-Way. The houfes in this

ftrcet have moft of them a row of trees before them ; which form an agreeable fliade,

r.-nd produce a pretty effeft. The whole length of the town is fomething more than a

mile ; the breadth of it about half an one. The fituation is, I believe, eflccmcd healthy •

4 but
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but it is fubje£l to one great inconvenience, which is the want of frefli water ; fo that
the inhabitants are obliged to have it brought from fprings at fome diftance out of
town. I'hero are feveral public buildings, though but few that deferve attention. The
college, when finiflied, will be exceedingly handfome : it is to be built on three fides
of a quadrangle, fronting Hudfon's or North river, and will be the inoft beautifully
fituated of any college, 1 believe, in the world. At prefent only one wing is finiflied

which is of ilone, and confifls of twenty-four fets of apartments ; each having a lar^^c

fitting-room, with a lludy, and bed-chamber. They are obliged to make ufe of fome
of thefe apartments for a mafter's lodge, library, chapel, hall. Sec. but as foon as the
whole fliall be completed, there will be proper apartments for each of thefe offices.

The name of it is King's College.

There are two churches in New York, the old or Trinity Church, and the new one
or St. George's Chapel ; both of them large buildings, the former in the Gothic taflie'

with a fpire, the other upon the model of iome of the new churches in London. Be-
fides thefe, there are feveral other places of religious worlhip ; namely, two Low Dutch
Calvinifl<:hurches, one High Dutch ditto, one French ditto, one German Lutheran
church, one prefbyterian mecting-houle, one quakers ditto, ont anabaptifts ditto one
Moravian ditto, .ind a Jews fynagogue. There is alfo a very handfome charity-fchool for
fixty poor boys and girls, a good work-houfe, barracks for a regiment of foldiers and
one of the fineft prifons I have ever feen. 'J he court or ftadt-houfe makes no great
figure, but it is to be repaired and beautified. There is a quadrangular fort, capable
of mounting fixty cannon, though at prefent there are, I believe, only thirty-two.
Within this is the governor's palace, and underneath it a battery capable of mounting
ninety-four guns, and barracks for a company or two of foldiers. Upon one of the
iflands in the bay is an hofpital for fick and wounded feamen ; and, upon another a
peft-houfe. Thefe are the mofl: noted public buildings in and about the city.

The province of New York is fituated between the 40th and 45th deeree of north
latitude, and about j^ degrees weft longitude. It lies in a fine climate, and enjoys a
very wholefome air. The foil of mofl: parts of it is extremely good, particularly of
Long Ifland : and it has the advantages of a fine harbour, and fine rivers. The bay
has a communication with Newark bay, the Sound, Amboy river, and feveral others :

it receives alfo Hudfon's or North river, one of the largeft in North America, it being
navigable for floops as far as Albany, above 150 miles: whence, by the Mohock, and
other rivers, running through the country of the Six Nations, there is a communica-
tion, 1 excepting a few fiiort carrying places,) with lake Ontario ; and another with the
river St. Laurence, through the Lakes Gecvre, Champlain, and the river Sorel • fo

that this river feems to merit the greateit attention. Thefe waters afford various kinds
of fifh, biack-fifh, fea-bafs, fheeps-heads, rock-fifh, lobfters, and ftveral others all

excellent in their kind. The province in its cultivated ftate affords grain of all forts

cattle, hogs, and great variety of Engliili fruits, particularly the New-town pippin!
It is divided into ten counties, and has fome few towns, but none of any fize, except
Albany and Scheneftady, the former of which is a very confiderable place. The num-
ber of inhabitants amounts to nearly 100,000 ; 15 or 20,000 of which are fuppofed to
be capable of bearing arms, and of ferving in the militia ; but I believe this number is

exaggerated, as a confiderable part of the 1 00,000 are negroes, which are imported
more frequently into this province than into Penfylvania. The people carry on an ex-
tenfive trade, and there are faid to be cleared out annually from Nev York,
tons of fhipping. They export chiefly grain, flour, pork, fkins, furs, pi^-iron,

VOL. xii:. 5 B lumber!
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lumber, and ftaves. Their manufadlures, indeed, are not extenfive, nor by any means
to be compared with thofe of Penfylvania; they make a fmall quantity of cloth, fome
linen, hats, fhoes, and other articles for wearing apparel. They make glafs alfo, and
wampum ; refine fugars, which they import from the Weft Indies ; and diftil con-

fiderabie quantities of rum. They alfo, as well as the Penfylvanians, till both were

ren;rained by aft of parliament, had erefted feveral flitting mills, to make nails, &c.

But this is now prohibited, and they are exceedingly diflatisfied at it. They have

feveral other branches of manufaftures, but, in general, fo inconfiderable, that I (hall

not take notice of them : one thing it may be neceflary to mention, I mean the article

of fliip-building ; about which, in different parts of the province, they employ many
hands.

The government of this colony is lodged in the hands of a governor appointed by the

crown ; a council confifting of twelve members, named by the fame authority ; and a

houfe of twenty-feven reprefenratives, elected by the people ; four for the city and

county of New York ; two for the city and county of Albany ; two for each of the

other eight counties ; one for the borough of Wefl Cheiter ; one for the townfhip of

SheneQady ; and one for each of the three manors of Renflaerwyck, Livingfton, and

Courtland. The legiflative power is entirely lodged in their hands, each branch having

a negative j except that, as in the other colonies, all laws muft have the King's appro-

bation, and not interfere with, or be repugnant to, the laws of Great Britain.

The courts of judicature are fimilar, I believe, in every refpeft, to thofe in the

Jerfeys.

The eftablifhed religion is that of the church of England, there being fix churches in

this province with flipends (to the value of about 50L currency) annexed to each by
law. The clergy are twelve in number, who, exclufive of what they acquire by the

eftablifhment above-mentioned, or by contributions, receive, as mifTionaries from the

Society for the Propagation of the Gofpel, 50I. fterling each. Befides the religion of

the church of England, there is a variety of others : diflenters of all denominations,

particularly prefbyterians, abound in great numbers, and there are fome few Roman
Catholics.

Arts and fciences have made no greater progrefs here than in the other colonies

;

but as a fubfcription library has been lately opened, and every one feems zealous to

promote learning, it may be hoped they will hereafter advance fafter than they have

done hitherto. The college is eftablifhed upon the fame plan as that in the Jerfeys,

except that this at New York profcfles the principles of the church of England. At
prefent the flate of it is far from being flourifhing, or fo good as might be wiflied. Its

fund does not exceed io,oool. currency, and there is a great fcarcity of profeflbrs.

A commencement was held, neverthelefs, this fummer, and feven gentlemen took de-

•Trecs. There are in it at this time about twenty-five ftudents. The prefident, Dr.

Johnfon, is a very worthy and learned man, but rather too far advanced in life to have

the direftion of fo new an inftitution. The late Dr. Briftow left to this college a fine

library, of which they are in daily expedtation.

The inhabitants of New York, in their character, very much refemble the Penfyl-

vanians : more than half of them are Dutch, and almoft all traders : they are, there-

fore, habitually frugal, induftiious, and parfimonious. Being, however, of dill'ercnt

nations, different languages, and different religions, it is almoft impoilible to give them
any prccife or determinate character. The women are handfomc and agreeable

;

though rather more referved than the Pliiladelphian ladies. Their amufements are

16 much
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much the fame as in Penfylvania ; viz. balls, and fleighing expeditions in the winter

;

and, in the fummer, going in parties upon the water, and fifhing ; or making excur-

fions into the country. There are feveral houfes pleafantly fituated upon Euft river,

near New York, where it is common to have turtie-feafts : thefe happen once or twice

in a week. Thirty or forty gentlemen and ladies meet and dine together, drink tea in

the afternoon, fifh and amufe themfelves till evening, and then return home in Italian

chaifes, (the falhionable carriage in this and moft parts of America, Virginia excepted,

where they chiefly make ufe of coaches, and thefe commonly drawn by fix horfea,) a
gentleman and lady in each chaife. In the way there is a bridge, about three miles

diflant from New York, which you always pafs over as you return, called the Kifllng-

bridge ; where it is a part of the etiquette to falute the lady who has put herfelf under
your proteftion.

The prefent ftate of this province is flourilhing : it has an extenfive trade to many
parts of the world, particularly to the Weft Indies ; and has acquired great riches by
the commerce which it has carried on, under flags of truce, to Cape Fran9ois, and
Monte-Chrifto. The troops, by having made it the place of their general rendezvous,

havealfo enriched it very much. However, it is burthened with taxes, and the prefent

public debt amounts to more than 300,0001. currency. The taxes are laid upon eftates-

real and perfonal ; and there are duties upon negroes, and other importations. The
provincial troops are about 2,600 men. The difference of exchange between currency
and bills, is from 70 to 80 percent.

Before I left New York, I took a ride upon Long Ifland, the richefl: fpot, in the

opinion of the New Yorkers, of all America ; and where they generally have their

villas, or country houfes. It is undeniably beautiful, and fome parts of it are remark-
ably fertile, but not equal, I think, to the Jerfeys. The length of it is fomething
more than 100 miles, and the breadth 25. About 15 or 16 miles from the weft: end
of it, there opens a large plain between 20 and 30 miles long, and four or five broad.

There is not a tree growing upon it, and it is aflerted that there never were any.

Strangers are always carried to fee this place, as a great curiofity, and the only one of
the kind in North America.

Tuefday the 5th of Auguft, being indifpofed, and unable to travel any farther by
land, I embarked on board a brigantine for Rhode Ifland. We made fail up the

Sound with a fair wind, and after two hours, pafled through Hell-gate. It is impof-
fible to go through this place without recalling to mind the defcription of Scylla and
Charybdis. The breadth of the Sound is here half a mile, but the channel is very
narrow, not exceeding eighty yards : the water runs with great rapidity, and in dif-

ferent currents, only one of which will carry a veflTel through with fafety ; for, on one
fide, there is a fhoal of rocks juft peeping above the water ; and, on the other, a
dreadful vortex produced by a rock lying about nine feet under the furface : if there-

fore you get into any but the right current, you are either dafhed upon the fhoal, or
elfe fucked into the eddy, whirled round with incredible rapidity, and at length fwal-

lowed up in the vortex. There are exceeding good pilots to navigate veflTels through
this place, notwithftanding which, they are frequently loft. The proper time of
pafling it is at high water. Wc had pleafant weather during the paflTage, which is about
feventy leagues, with beautiful views of Long Ifland and Connefticut ; and arrived in

the harbour at Newport the 7th of Auguft.

This town is fituated upon a fmall ifland, about twelve miles in length, and five or
fix in breadth, called Rhode Ifland, whence the province takes its name. It is the

5 B 2 capital
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capital city, and contains 800, or 1000 houfes, chiefly built of wood ; and 6 or 700a"
inhabitants. There are few buildings in it worth notice. The court-houfe is indeed
handfome, and of brick ; and there is a public library, built in the form of a Grecian
temple, and by no means inelegant. It is of the Doric order, and has a portico in

front with four pillars, fupporting a pediment ; but the whole is fpoilt by two fmall

wings, which are annexed to it. The foundation of a very pretty building is laid for

the ufe of the free-mafons, to ferve alfo occafionally for an alTembly-room ; and there is

going to be erefted a market-houfe, upon a very elegant defign. The places of public

worfliip, except the Jev/s fynagogue, are all of wood ; and not one of them is worth
looking at. They confifl; chiefly of a church, two prefbyterian meeting-houfes, one
quakers ditto, three anabaptifts ditto, one Moravian ditto, and the fynagogue above-
mentioned. This building was defigned, as indeed were feveral of the others, by a

Mr. Harrifon, an ingenious Englifli gentleman who lives here. It will be extremely
elegant within when completed : but the outfide is totally fpoilt by a fchool, which the

Jews would have annexed to it for the education of their children.— Upon a fmall

ifland, before the town, is part of a fine fortification, defigned to confift of a pentagon
fort, and an upper and lower battery. Only two of the curtains, and a ravelin, are

yet finiflied ; and it is doubted whether the whole will ever be completed. There are

now mounted upon it 26 cannon ; but the works, when complete, will require above
150.—At the entrance of the harbour there is likewife an exceeding good light-houfe.

—Thefe are the chief public buildings.

Three miles from the town is an indifferent wooden houfe, built by Dean Berkley,

when he was in thefe parts : the fituation is low, but commands a fine view of the

ocean, and of fome wild rugged rocks that are on the left hand of it. They relate

here feveral flories of the dean's wild and chimerical notions ; which, as they are

charafteriftic of that extraordinary man, deferve to be taken notice of: one in par-

ticular I muff beg the reader's indulgence to allow me to repeat to him. The dean had
formed the plan of building a town upon the rocks which I have juft now taken notice'

of, and of cutting a road through a fandy beach which lies a httle belOw it, in order

thatfliips might come up and be fheltered in bad weather. He was fo full of this pro-

jefl:, as one day to fay to one Smibert, a defigner, whom he had brought over with

him from Europe, on the latter's afking fome ludicrous queftion concerning the future

importance of the place : " Truly, you have very little forefight, for in fifty years time

every foot of land in this place will be as valuable as the land in Cheapfide." The
dean's houfe, notwithftanding his predidlion, is at prefent nothing better than a farm-

houfe, and his library is converted into the dairy : when he left America, he gave it

to the college at Newhavcn in Connefficut, who have let it to a farmer on a long

leafe : his books he divided between this college and that in MaiTachufets. The dean
is faid to have written in this place The Minute Phi'ofophcr.

The province of Rhode Ifland is fituated between the 41 fl: and 42d degree of north

latitude; and about 72 or y;^ degrees weft longitude; in the mofl healthy climate of

North America. The winters are fevere, though not equally fo with thofe of the other

provinces ; but the fummers are delightful, efpccially in the ifland ; the violent and ex-

ceflive heats, to which America is in general fubjc^l, being allayed by the cool and
temperate breezes that come from the fca. The foil is tolerably good, though rather

too ftony ; its natural produce is maize or Indian corn, with a variety of flirubs and
trees. It produces in particular the button-tree ; the fprucc-pinc, of the young twigs

of which is made excellent beer j and the pfeudo-acacia, or locuft-tree j but none of

thofe
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thofe fine flowering trees, which are fuch an ornament to the woods in Carolina and
Virginia. It enjoys many advantages, has feveral large rivers, and one of the fined

harbours in the world. Fifli are in the great^eit plenty and pcrfeiftion, particularly the

tataag or black-tifli, lobfters, and fca bafs. In its cultivated (late, it produces very

little, except (heep and horned cattle ; the whole province being laid out into paflure

or grazing ground. The horl'es are bony and ftrong, and the oxen much the largefl

in America ; feveral of them weighing from 16 to 1800 weight. The butter and chcefe

are excellent.

The province of Rhode Ifland is divided into counties and townfliips ; of the former

there are four or five, but they are exceedingly fmall ; of the latter between twenty and

thirty ; the towns themfclves are inconfiderablc villages : however, they fend members
to the aflembly, in the whole about feventy. The number of inhabitants, with Negroes,

and Indians, of which in this province there are feveral hundreds, amounts to 35,000.
As the province affords but few commodities for exportation ; horfes, provifions, and

an inconfiderablc quantity of grain, with fpermaccti candles, being the chief articles j

they are obliged to Connedlicut, and the neighbouring colonies, for moft of their traffic j

and by their means they carry on an extenfive trade. Their mode of commerce is

this ; they trade to Great Britain, Holland, Africa, the Weft Indies, and the neighbour-

ing colonies; from each of which places they import the following articles : from Great

Britain, dry goods ; from Holland, money ; from Africa, flaves; from the Weft Indies,

fugars, coffee, and molalfes ; and from the neighbouring colonies, lumber and provi-

fions : and with what they purchafe in one place they make their returns in another.

Thus with the money they get in Holland, they pay their merchants in London ; the

fugars they procure in the Weft Indies, they carry to Holland ; the flaves they fetch

from Africa they fend to the Weft Indies, together with lum.ber and provifions, which

they get from the neighbouring colonies : the rum that they diftil they export to Africa ;

and with the dry goods, which they purchafe in London, they traffick in the neigh-

bouring colonies. By this kind of circular commerce they fubfift and grow rich. They
have befides thefe fome other inconfiderablc branches of trade, but nothing worth men-
tioning. They have very few manufaftures ; they diftil rum and make fpermaceti

candles ; but in the article of dry goods, they are far behind the people of New York
and Penfylvania.

The government of this province is intircly democratical; every officer, except the

colleiflor of the cuftoms, being appointed, I believe, either immediately by the people, or

by the general alfembly. The people chufe annually a governor, lieutenant-governor,

and ten afliftants, which conftitute an upper-houfe. The reprefentatives, or lower-

houfe, are eleQed every half year. Thefe jointly have the appointment of

all other public officers, (except the recorder, treafurer, and attorney-general,

which are appointed likewife annually by the people) both military and civil

;

are invefted with the powers of legiflation, of regulating the militia, and of

performing all other acts of government. The governor has no negative, but votes

with the alTiftants, and in cafe of an equality has a cafting voice. TheaiTembly, or two
houfes united, are obliged to fit immediately after each eleftion ; at Newport in the

fummer, and in the winter alternately at Providence and South Kingfton in Narraganfet

:

they adjoi>rn themfelves, but may be called together, notwithftanding fuch adjournment,

upon any urgent occafion by the governor. No affiftant, or reprefentative, is allowed

any falary or pay for his attendance or fervice..

There
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There are feveral courts of judicature. The aflembly nominates annually fo many
juftices for each townfhip, as are deemed neceflary. Thefe have power to join people

in matrimony, and to exercife other acts of authority ufually granted to this order of

magiftrates. Any two of them may hear caufes concerning fmall debts and trefpafles

;

and three may try criminals for thefts, not exceeding ten pounds currency. Appeals

in civil caufes are allowed to the inferior courts of common-pleas ; in criminal ones to

the feflions of the peace ; and in thefe the determinations are final.—The feffions are

held in each county twice every year by five or more juftices ; they adjudge all matters

relating to the prefervation of the peace, and the punifliment of criminals, except in

cafes of death. Appeals are allowed from this court, in all caufes that have originated

in it, to the fuperior one.—The inferior courts of common-pleas fit twice every year in

each county, and are held by three or more jaftices. They take cognizance of all civil

caufes whatfoever, triable at common law ; and if any one thinks himfelf aggrieved here,

he may appeal to the fuperior one ; which is held alio annually twice in each county, by

three judges, and which exercifes all the authority of a court of king's bench, common-
pleas, and exchequer. The dernier refort is to the King in council, but this only in

cafes of 300I. value, new tenor. The people have the power of pardoning criminals,

except in cafes of piracy, murder, or high treafon ; and then it is doubted whether they

can even reprieve.

There is no eftablifhed form of religion here ; but church of England men, inde-

pendents, quakers, anabaptifts, Moravians, Jews, and all other fefts whatfoever, have

liberty to exercife their feveral profeffions. The fociety for the propagation of the

gofpel fends only four miffionaries.

Arts and fciences are alniofl unknown, except to fome few individuals ; and there are

no public feminaries of learning; nor do the Rhode Iflanders in general feem to regret the

want of them. The inftitution of a library fociety, which has lately taken place, may
poffibly in time produce a change in thefe matters.

The character of the Rhode Iflanders is by no means engaging, or amiable : a "cir-

cumftance principally owing to their form of government. Their men in power,

from the higheft to the loweft, are dependent upon the people, and frequently act

without that ftrifl: regard to probity and honour, which ought invariably to influ-

ence and dire£t mankind. The private people are cunning, deceitful, and felfifli : they

live almofl: entirely by unfair and illicit trading. Their magiftrates are partial and cor-

rupt : audit is folly to expeft juftice in their courts of judicature; for he, who has the

greateft influence, is generally found to have the faireft caufe *. Were the governor

to interpofe his authority, were he to refufe to grant flags of truce t, or not to wink at

abufes
;

• The form of the'r judical oatli, or afHrmation (fays Douglas, in liis Aimmary), does not invoke the

judgments of the oninilcient God, who fees in fecret, but only upon peril of the penalty of perjury.—This

does not feem (adds the fame author in a note) to be a facred or folemn oath, and may be illullrated by the

ftory of two profligate thieves ; one of them had ilolen fomething, and told hi3 friend of it : well, fays his

friend, but did any body fee you ? No : then, fays his friend, it is yours as much as if you had bought it

with your money. Vol. ii. p. 95.
•{ It was ufual during the late war for feveral governors in North America, on receiving a pecuniary con-

fideration, to grant to the merchants flags of truce; by which they were licenfed to go to the French Weft

Indian iflands, in order to exchange prifoners. The real fcope anddefign of the voyage was, to carry on a

prohibited trade with the French, and to fupply them with Uorcs and provifions. Two or three prifoners

were fnfficient to cover the dtfign ; and in order to have a Uore in readinefs, they fcldom carried more. By

this abufe both governors and merchants acquired great riches. Very plaufible arguments indeed might be

adduced iigainft prohibiting, or even rellraining a commerce of that nature : but as the wifdoin of govern-

msnt
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abufes ; he would at the expiration of the year be excluded from his office, the only thing

perhaps which he has to fubfifl: upon. Were the judges to aft with impartiality, and

to decide a caufe to the prejudice or difadvantage of any great or popular leader, they

would probably never be re-cleded ; indeed, they are incapable in general of determin-

ing the merits of a fuit, for they are exceedingly illiterate, and, where they have nothing

to make them partial, are managed almofl: intirely by the lawyers. In (hort, to give

an idea of the wretched ftate of this colony, it has happened more than once, that a

perfon has had fufficient influence to procure a frefli emiflion of paper-money, folely to

defraud his creditors : for having perhaps borrowed a confiderable funi of money, when
the difl'ereuce of exchange has been 1200 per cent, he has afterward, under fandion of

the law, repaid only the fame nominal fum in new currency, when the difference has

amounted perhaps to 2500 per cent.—Such alas! is the fituation and chara£ler of this

colony. It is needlefs, after this, to obferve that it is in a very declining ftate ; for it is

impoflible that it fhould profpcr under fuch abufes. Its Weft Indian trade has dimi-

nifhed ; owing indeed, in fome meafure, to the other colonies having entered more
largely into this lucrative branch of commerce : it has loft during the war, by the enemy,

above 1 50 veffels : its own privateers, and it has generally had a great many, have had

very ill fuccefs : having kept up a regiment of provincial troops, it has alfo been loaded

with taxes, and many of the people have been opprefled by the mode of coUefting

them : for, the afiembly having determined the quota of each townftiip, the inhabitants

have been aflTefled by the town-council *, confifting of the affiftants refiding there, the

juftices of the town, and a few freeholders eletled annually by the freemen ; and thefe

have been generally partial in their affeffments, as muft neceflarily happen under a com-
bination of fuch circumftances.—After having faid fo much to the difadvantage of this

colony, I ftiould be guilty of injuftice and ingratitude, were I not to declare that there

are many worthy gentlemen in it, who fee the misfortunes of their country, and lament

them ; who are fenfible that they arife from the wretched nature of the government,

and wifli to have it altered ; who arc courteous and polite ; kind and hofpitable to

ftrangers ; and capable of great acts of gcnerofity and goodnefs, as I myfelf experienced

during a very fevere fit of ficknefs which I lay under at this place.— The paper-money

here is as bad as it is poflible to be ; the diftercnce of exchange being at leafl

2500 per cent.

The 4th of September I took leave of Newport, and having crofted over the river at

Briftol-fen^y, where it is about a mile broad, and two other inconfiderable ferries, I

arrived in the evening at Providence. This is the chief town of what was formerly

called Providence Plantation in Narraganfet, and is at prefent the fecond confiderable

town in the province of Rhode Ifland. It is fituated upon a pretty large river, and is

diftant from Newport about thirty miles. In the morning 1 fet out for Bofton, and

meiu did tliink fit, and probably with better rcafon, to forbid it ; nothing could excufe the corrupt and mer-

cenary fpirit of tliofe governors, who prtfunied to connive at and encourage it —The honourable Francis

Fauquier, lituttnaut-governer of Virginia, who, amongll lome ftw others, never could be prevailed upon to

countenance it, refufed at one time an offer ol near 200I for the grant of a permit to make a finglc voyage.
* Each townfhip ia managed by a town council, confilling of the afliftants who refide in the town, the

juftices of the town, and fix freeholders chofcn annually by the fretmen of the town ; the major part of them
is a quorum, with full power to manage the ariairs and intercfl of the town to which they refpeftvely

belong, to grant licences to public houfes : and area prob ite office for proving wills, and granting adminif-

tration, with appeal to governor and council, as fupreme ordinary. Douglas's Summary, Vol. ii. p. fij.

arrived
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arrived there about fun-fet, after a journey of five and forty miles. The country, which
I travelled over, is chiefly grazing ground, laid out into neat inclofures, furrounded
with ftone walls, and rows of pfeudo acacia or locuft-trees, which are faid with their

leaves to manure and fertilize the land. 1 paffed over a beautiful fall of water in

Pantucket river, upon a bridge, which is built diredly over it. The fall is about
twenty feet high, through feveral chafins in a rock, which runs diametricallv crofs it,

and ferves as a dam to hold up the water. There are tv»'o or three mills, which have
been erefted for the advantage of having the different fpouts or ftreams of water con-

ducted to their refpeftive wheels. Thefe have taken very much froin the beauty of
the fcene ; which would otherwife be tranfcendently elegant ; for the fall, though not

large or upon a great fcale, is by far the moft romantic and pidurefque of any that I

met with in my tour.

During the courfe of my ride from Newport, I obferved prodigious flights of wild

pigeons : they direfted their courfe to the fouthv.'ard, and the hemifphere was never
intirely free from them. They are birds of paflage, of beautiful plumage, and are ex-

cellent eating. The accounts given of their numbers are almofl incredible
;

yet they

are fo well attefled, and the opportunities of proving the truth of them are fu frequent,

as not to admit of their being called in queftion. Towards evening they generally

iettle upon trees, and fit one upon another in fuch crowds, as fometimes to break down
the largcit branches. The inhabitants, at fuch times, go out with long poles, and knock
numbers of them on the head upon the roofl: ; for they are either fo fatigued by their

flight, or terrified by the obfcurity of the night, that they will not move, or take wing,
without fome great and uncommon noife to alarm them. I met with fcarcely any other

food iit the ordinaries where I put up : and during their flight, the common people fub-

lift almoft wholly upon them.

Bofton, the metropolis of Maflachufets-Bay, in New England, is one of the largefl

and mod flourifliing towns in North America. It is fituated upon a peninfula, or rather

an ifland joined to the continent by an illhmus or narrow neck of land half a mile in

length, at the bottom of a fpacious and noble harbour, defended from the fea by a
number of fmall iflands. The length of it is nearly two mileS; and the breadth of it half a

one; and it is fuppofed to contain 3000 houfes, and 18 or 20,000 inhabitants. At the

entrance of the harbour fl:ands a very good light-houfe; and upon an ifland, about a league

li'om the town, a confiderable caftle, mounting near 150 cannon : there are feveral

good batteries about it, and one in particular very flrong, built by Mr. Shirley. There
are alfo two batteries in the town, for 16 or 20 guns each ; but they are not, I believe,

of any force. The buildings in Bofton are in general good ; the ftreets are open and
fpacious, and well paved ; and the whole has much the air of fome of our beft county
towns in England.—The country round about it is exceedingly delightful ; and from a

hill, which ftands clofe to the town, where there is a beacon to alarm the neighbourhood
in cafe of any furprize, is one of the fineft profpe£ts, the mofl beautifully variegated,

and richly grouped, of any without exception that I have ever feen.

The chief public buildings are, three churches ; thirteen or fourteen meeting-houfes ;

the governor's palace ; the court-houfe, or exchange ; Faneuils-hall ; a linen-manufac-

luring-houfe ; a work-houfe ; a bridewell ; a public granary ; and a very fine wharf, at

leafl half a mile long, undertaken at the expence of a number of private gentlemen, for

the advantage of unloading and loading veffels. Mofl of thefe buildings are handfome :

the church, called King's Chapel, is exceedingly elegant ; and fitted up in the Corin-

thian taltc. There is alfo an elegant private concert-room, highly finillicd in the Ionic

1 manner.
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manner.—I had reafon to think the fituation of Bofton unhcahhy, at leafl: in this feafoa

of the year ; as there were frequent funerals every nighi. during my ^\^y there.

The fituation of the province of Maflachufets Bay, including tlie diftridt of Plymouth*,
IS between the 41(1 and 43d degree of north latitude, and about 72 degrees weft longi-

tude. The climate, foil, natural produce, and improved (late of it, are much the fame
as of Rhode Ifland. It is divided into counties and townfliipsf ; and each townfhip, if it

contains forty freeholders
J,

has a right to fend a member to the aflembly §, the pre-

fent number of reprefentatives amounts to between 130 and 140; of which Boilon

fends four.

The number of fouls in this province is fuppofed to amount to 200,000; and 40,000
of them to be capable of bearing arms. They carry on a confiderable traffic, chiefly

in the manner of the Rhode Iflanders ; but have fome material articles for exportation,

which the- Rhode Iflanders have not, except in a very trifling degree ; thefeare fak-

fifh and veflels. Of the latter they build annually a great number, and fend them,
laden with cargoes of the former, to Great Britain, where they fell them. They clear

out from Bofton, Salem, Marblehead, and the difi^erent ports in this province, yearly,

about ton of fliipping. Exclufive of thefe articles, their manufaftures are not
large ; thofe of fpirits, fifli-oil, and iron, are, I believe, the mofl: confiderable. They
fabricate beaver-hats, which they fell for a moidore a-piece ; and fome years ago thev
ereded a manufactory, with a defign to encourage the Irifli fettlers to make linens'-

but at the breaking out of the war the price of labour was enhanced fo much that it

was impoffible to carry it on. Like the refl: of the coloni?s they alfo endeavour to

make woollens ; but they have not yet been able to bring them to any degree of per-

fe£lion ; indeed, it is an article in which I think they will not eafily fucceed ; for the

American wool is not only coarfe, but in comparifon of the Englifli, exceedingly fhort.

Upon the befl; inquiry I could make, I was not able to difcover that any one had ever

feen a ftaple of American wool longer than feven inches ; whereas in the counties of
Lincoln and Leicefter, they are frequently twenty-two

||
inches long. In the fouthern

colonies, at lead in thofe parts where I travelled, there is fcarcely any herbage^
; and

whether it is owing to this, or to the exceflive heats, I am ignorant, the wool is fliort

and hairy. The northern colonies have indeed greater plenty of herbage, but are for

fome months covered with fnow ; and without a degree of attention and care in houfing
the flieep, and guarding them againft: accidents, and wild hearts, which would not
eafily be compenfated, it would be very difficult to increafe their numbers to any great

amount. The Americans feein very confcious of this faft, and notvvithn;anding a very

• Sagadahoc nnd the Main, very large territories, lying north of New Hampfliire, belong alfo to the
province of Maffachufets Bay; they were annexed to it by the new charter of 169 t. The Main forms
on- county called the county of York, and fends three members to the council; Sagadahoc, which is an.
nexed to it, fends^one. «

-|- Townfliips are generally fix miles fquare, and divided into fixty-three equal lots, viz. one lot for the

firft fettled miniller as inheritance, one lot for the minillry as glebe-lands, one lot for the benefit of a
{chool ; the other fixly lots to fixty perfons or famih'es, who, within five years from the grant, are to ereft

a dwellini^-hoiife, and clear feven acres of land, fit for mowing or ploughing, S:c.

J:
By the charter, every freeholder fiiould poffefs 403. freehold, or 50I. perfoaal eftatc ; but I believe

this article has not been ilrictly adhered to.

J Every town, containing forty freeholders, has a " right" to fend a member to the aflembly, but is

not abfolutely " obliged" to do fo, unlcfs it contains eighty freeholders.

II
The common average length, I am told, is ;ibout fixteen inches.

^ 1 fpcak of the country in general ; in particular fpots, as at Greenway Court, the herbage is very

fine and luxuriant,

VOL. XIII. 5 c feverc
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fevere prohibition, contrive to procure from England every year a confiJerable

number of rams, in order to improve and multiply the breed. What the lands be-

yond the Alleghenny and upon the banks of the Ohio may be, I do not know ; they

are faid to be very rich : but the climate, I believe, is not lefs fevere ; and I think,

upon collating different accounts, that the feverity of heat and cold is not much abated

by cultivation. The air becomes drier and more wholefome, in proportion as the

woods are cut down, and the ground is cleared and cultivated ; but the cold is not lefs

piercing, nor the fnow lefs frequent. I think therefore upon the whole, that America,

though it may with particular care and attention, produce fmall quantities of tolerably

good wool, will yet never be able to produce it in fuch plenty and of fuch a quality as

to ferve for the neceflary confumption of its inhabitants.

The government of this province is lodged in the hands of a governor or lieutenant-

governor, appointed by the king ; a counfel of twenty-eight perlbns chofen annually,

with the jiovernor's approbation, by the general affembly *
; and a houle of reprefen-?

tatives f annually elefted by the freeholders. The governor commiffions all the

militia, and other military officers ; and, with confent of the council, alfo nominates

and appoints all civil officers, except thofe that are concerned in the revenue. He
calls and adjourns the affembly, and has in every refpeft a very extenfive authority.

His falary, with perquifites, amounts to about i,3ool. flerling per year. The governor

and council together have the probate of wills, and the power of granting admiuiflrations

and divorces.

There are feveral courts of judicature. All actions under twenty (hilllno-s fferling

are cognizable by a juftice of peace, from whofe determination there lies an appeal

to the inferior county-court of common-pleas ; and from hence to the fuperior pro-

vincial court in its circuits, which is alfo a court of oyer and terminer in criminal affairs,

and is held by a chief juftice and fome affiftant judges. In this court, if the determina-

tion is not fatisfaftory, a rehearing of the caufe may be had with a different jury
J ;

and even, by petition to the general affembly, a fecond rehearing : the dernier refort is

to His Majefly's council, but this is only in cafes of 300I. flerling value ; and the appeal

mull be made within fourteen days after judgment.

The eftablilhed religion here, as in all the other provinces of New England, is that of
the congregationalifts ; a religion different in fome trifling articles, though none very
material, from the Prefbyterian. There are, befides thefe however, great numbers of
people of different perfuafions, particularly of the religion of the church of England,
which feems to gain ground, and to become more faffiionable every day. A church
has been lately erefted at Cambridge, within fight of the college, which has greatly

alarmed the congregationaliffs, who confider it as the mofl fatal ftroke that could pof-

fibly have been levelled at their religion. The building is elegant, and the minifter of
it (the reverend Mr. Apthorpe,) is a young man of ffiining parts, great learning, and
pure and engaging manners (j.

* They are chofen by the new reprefentatives, and the lall year's counfcllors ; fo that eacli counfellor

has a vote in his own re-eleftion. The governor has a negative to every counfellor's elcdion, without
being obh'ged to alTign a rtafon.

f Each rcprefcntative mull be rcfident in the townfliip for which he is elefted ; he miift alfo have a
plurality of votes refpcfliiig the number of voters, and not in comparifon only of the other candidates ; he
M paid for his attendance and fervices, and fubjfCl to a fine if he ncglefts them.

I Juries are, I believe, appointed partly by lot. and partly by rotation.

II This gentleman, 1 have heard, afterward met with fo much' oppolition and pcrfecution from the con-
gregationalifts, that he was obliged to refign his cure, to quit the colony, and has fmce lived in England
upon a living, (I believe in Surry,) which was given him by the late Archbilhop Seeker.

Arts
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Arts and fcienccs fcein to have nude a greater progrefs here than in any other par" of

Anicrira. Harvard college has been founded above a hundred years; and althou:^h it

is not upon a perfeft plan, yet it has produced a very good effeft. The arts are un-

deniably forwarder in Mallachufets Bay, than either in Peniylvania or New York.

The public bu.idings are more elegant j and there is a more general turn lor inu.ic,

painting, and the belles lettres.

The charadier of the inhabitants of this province is much improved, in comparifcMi

of what it was ; but puritanilin and a fpirit of perfecution is not yet totally extinguifhed.

The gentry of both fexes are hofpitable and good-natured ; there is an air of civility in

their behaviour, but it is conftrained by formality and precifenefs. Even the women,

though eafmefs of carriage is peculiarly charafteriftic of their nature, appear here with

more ftiffnefs and referve than in the rher colonies. They are formed with fymm'e-

try, are handfome, and have fair and delicate complexions ; but are faid univerfally,

and even proverbially, to have very indifferent teeth.

The lower clafs of the people are more in the extreme of this chara£tcr ; and which

is conflantly mentioned as Angularly peculiar to them, are impertinently curious and

inquifuive. I was told of a gentleman of Philadelphia, who, in travelling through

the provinces of New England, having met with many impertinences from this extra-

ordinary turn of charader, at length fell upon an expedient almoft as extraordinary,

to get rid of them. He had obferved, when he went into an ordinary *, that every

indiviJual of the family had a queftion or two to propofe to him, relative to his hiftory,

and that, till each was fatisfied, and they had conferred and compared together their

information, there was no poffibihty of procuring any refrelhment. He therefore

the moment he went into any of thefe places, inquired for the mafter, the miftrefs,

the fons, the daughters, the men fervants and the maid-fervants ; and having aflembled.

them all together, he began in this manner: " Worthy people, I am B, F f. of Phi-

adeiphia, by trade a , and a bachelor; I have fome relations at Bofton, to

whom I am goiiig to make a vifit ; my (lay will be (hort, and I fhall then return and

follow my bufinefs, as a prudent man ought to do. This is all I know of myfelf, and

all I can polTibly inform you of; I beg therefore that you will have pity upon me and

my h )rfe, and give us both fome refrelhment."

Singular fituations and m.mners wili be produdive of fingular cuftoms, but frequently

fuch as upon flight exann'nation may appear to be the effeds of mere groffnefs of cha-

racter, will, upon deeper refearch, be found to proceed from fimplicity and innocence.

A very extraordinary meihod of courtlhip, which is fometimes pracliied amongit the

lower people of this province, and is called tarrying, has given occafiou to this

refleclion. When a man is enamoured of a young woman, and wifhes to marry her,

he propofes the affair to her parents, (without whofe confent no marriage in this colony

can take place) ; if they have no objection, they allow him to tarry with her one

night, in order to make his court to her. At their ufual time the old couple retire

to bed, leaving the young ones to fettle matters as they can ; who, after having fate

lip as long as they think proper, get into bed together alfo, but without pulling off

their under garments, in order to prevent fcandal. If the parties agree, it is all very

well ; the banns are publiflied, and they are married without delay. If not they part,

and poflibly never fee each other again ; unlefs, which is an accident that fcldom hap-

pens, the forfaken fair- one prove pregnant, and then the man is obliged to marry her,

under pain of excommunication t.

The

• Inn8 are fo called in America. t Benjamin Franklin.

% A gentleman fome time ago travelling upon the frontiers of Virginia, where there are few fettlements,

was oblij^ed to take up his quarters one evening at a miferable plantation, where, c&clufive of a negro or

S c 2 two,
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The province of Maffachufets Bay, has been for forae years part, I believe, rather

on the decline. Its inhabitants have loft feveral branches of trade, which they are net

likely to recover again. They formerly fupplied not only Connefticiit, but other

parts of the continent, with dry goods, and received fpecie in return ; but fince the

introduclion of paper currency they have been deprived of great part of this commerce.

Their fnip trade is confiderably decreafed, owing to their not having been fo careful

in the conftruflion of veffels as formerly ; their fifherjcn too have not been equiUy

fuccefsful : they have had alfo a confiderable number of provincial troops t in pay

during the courfe of the prefent war, and have been burthened with heavy taxes.

Thefe have been laid upon eftates real and perfonal. Some merchants in Bofton, I

have been credibly informed, have paid near 400I. fterling annually.— Affeifments

are made by particular officers, who, v.'ith the felecl men, conftables, overfeers, and

feveral others, are eledled annually by the freemen, for the direction and -management

of each particular townfliip.

There is lefs paper money in this colony than in any other of America ; the current

coin is chiefly gold and fdver; and Bolton is the only place, I believe, where there ever

was a mint to coin money.

I was told of a very impolitic law in force in this province, which forbids any mailer

or commander of a veflel, to bring ftrangers into the colony, without giving fecurity

that they fliall not become chargeable to it.

However, notwithftanding what has been faid, Maffachufets Bay is a rich, populous,

and well-cultivated province.

I cannot take leave of it without relating a very extraordinary ftory, communicated

to me by perfons of undoubted credit, as it further tends to illuilrate the character and

manners of its inhabitants.

Some years ago, a commander of one of His Majcfly's (hips of war being ftationed

at this place, had orders to cruife from time to time, in order to protect our trade and

diftrefs the enemy. It happened unluckily that he returned from one of his cruifes

on a Sunday ; and as he had left his lady at Boflon, the moment flie heard of the fliip's

arrival, Ihe haflened down to the water's fide, in order to receive him. 'I'he captain on

landing, embraced her with tendernefs and atfedion ; this, as there were feveral

fpectators by, gave great offence, and was coniidered as an aft of indecency, and a

flagrant profanation of the Sabbath. The next day, therefore, he was fummoned

before the magiftrates, who with many fevere rebukes and pious exhortations, ordered

him to be publickly whipped. The captain ftifled his indignation and refentment as

much as poifible, and as the punifhmenf, from the frequency of it, was not attended

with any great degree of ignominy or difgrace, he mixed with the beft company, was

well received by them, and they were apparently good friends. * At length the time

of the flation expired, and he was recalled ; he went, therefore, with feeming concern

two, the family confifled of a man and his wife, and one daughter about fixtcen years of age. Being

fnigued, he piefenlly di fired tlicm to fliew him where he was to deep ; accordingly lliey pointed to a bed

in a corner of the room where they were fitting. The gentlem in was a little embarrafFed, but being

excffllvely weary, lie retired, half undreffed himfelf, and got Into bed. After fome time the old

gentlewoman came to bed to him, after her the old gentleman, and lall ol' all the young lady. ThU, in

a country excluded from all civlh'ztd fociety, could only proceed from fimpllcity and innocence ; and indeed

it is a general and true obfervatioii that forme and obi'ervances become necell'aiy, and are attended to,- in

proportion a^ manners become corrupt, and it is found expedient to guard againft vice, and that dcfign and

duplicity of character, which, from the nature of things, will ever prevail in lar^e and cultivated focitties.

f Between fix and feven tliuufaiid, I believe.

to
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to take leave of his worthy friends, and that they might fpend one more happy day

together before their final fcparation, he invited the principal magiftrates and feic£t

men to dine with him on board his (liip, on the day of his departure. They accepted

the invitation, and nothing could be more joyous and convivial than the entertain-

ment which he gave them. At lengtii the fatal moment arrived that was to fcparate

them ; the anchor was apeak, the fails were unfurled, and nothing was wanting but

the fignal to get under way *. The captain, after taking an affedionate leave of his

worthy friends, accompanied them upon deck, where the boatfwain and crew were

in readinefs to receive them. He there thanked them afrefh for the civilities they had

fliown him, of which he laid, he (liould retain an eternal remembrance, and to which

he wilhed it had been in his power to have made a more adequate return. One point of

civility only remained to be adjufted between them, which, as it was in his power, fo he

meant mofl fully to rccompenfe to them. He then reminded them of what had paffed,

and ordering the crew to pinion them, had them brought one by one to the gang-way,

where the boatfwain dripped off their fhirts, and with a cat-of-nine-tails laid on the

back of each forty ftripes fave one. They were then, amidfl the fliouts and acclama-

tions of the crew, (hoved into their boats ; and the captain immediately getting under

way, failed for England f.

The 1 2th of October I embarked on board His Majefty's ilvp the Winchefter,

of fifty guns Captain Hale commander, for the river Pifcataqua, in New Hampfliire j

and we came 10 an anchor there the next day, after a pleafant paffage.

The capital of thi^ province is Portfmouth, which is fituated upon the river ; it is an
inconfiderable place, and chiefly built of wood. Very little can be faid of the province

of New Hampfhire, materially different from what has been faid of Maffachufets

Bay. — The climate, produce, trade, government, religion, and manners of it are

much the fame.— There are fuppofed to be about 40,000 inhabitants, 8,000 militia,

and 6 or 700 provincial troops. — There are only two miffionaries of the church of

England, and one of thefe has lately applied to be removed to Rhode Ifland.— The
chief articles for exportation are fi(h, cattle, fliips, of which they annually build near

200, and malls for the royal navy. Thefe are made of the white pine, and are, I

believe, the fined in the world, many 'of them being forty yards long, and as many
inches in diameter. They never cut them down but in times of deep fnovv, as it would
be impoffible in any other feafon to get them down to the river. When the trees are

fallen, they yoke feventy or eighty pair of oxen, and drag them along the fnow. It

is exceedingly difficult to put theni firft into motion, which they call raifmg them

;

and when they have once affected this, they never flop upon any account whatfoever

till they arrive at the water's fide. Frequently fome of the oxen are taken ill, upon
which they immediately cut them out of the gears, and arefometimes obliged, I was
told, to deftroy five or fix pair of them.— The forefls where thefe marts grow are

referved to the crown, which appoints a furveyor of them, who is commonly the

governor of this province. " This is not the only expedient employed by government
for the prefervationfof fuch trees as may be of ufe for the royal navy ; for there is an adt

of parliament, 1 believe, which prohibits under pain of certain fines and penalties, the

• This is ufually written " under weigh :" but I am extremely doubtful of the propriety of the

plirafe.

J-
This {lory has lately appeared in one of the Englifh Newfpapers, told with much humour, and with

fouie dlffeitncc refpcfllHg thc^occafion and mode of the captain's punifliment. The author cannot take
upon himfelf to fay which account may be molt ex3ft, but he lias chofcn to abide by that which he heard
at Boflon. They either cf them ferve to charafterize the people, and to dufwcr the author's purpofe in

relating it.

7 cutting
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cutting down ordeftroying of any white pine-tree of fpecified dimenfions, not growing

within the boundaries of any townfliip, without His Majefty's licence, in any of t^he

provinces of New England, New York, or iNew Jeri'ey ; a reitridtion abfolutely

neceilary, whether coufuiered as fecuring a provifion for the navy, or as a check

upon that very deftrudive pradice taken from the Indians, of fire-hunting. It ufed to

be the cuftom for large companies to go into the woods in the winter, and to fet fire

to the brufli and underwood in a circle of feveral miles. This circle gradually con-

trafting itfelf, the deer, and other wild animals incloied, naturally retired from the

flames, till at length they got herded together in a very fmall compafs. Then blinded

arid fuffbcated by the fmoke, and fcorched by the fire, which every moment came
nearer to them, they forced their way, under the greateft trepidation and difmay,

through the flames; and were no fooner got into the open day-light again, than they

were Ihot by the hunters, wlio fliood without, and were in readinels to fire upon
them.— The ti-ees included within the circle, although not abfolutely burnt down,
•were fo dried and injured, that they never vegetated any more ; and as the fire did

not only contradl itfelf inwardly, but dilated alfo outwardly, and fonvnimes continued

burning for feveral weeks, till rain, or fome accidental circumftance put it out ; it is

incredible what injury and devaltation it occafioned in the woods.— I was once a

fpcctator of a fimilar fire in Virginia, which had happened through accident. Nothing
could be more awful and tremendous than the fight. It was ot great extent, and
burned feveral weeks before the inhabitants could fubdue it. They efl'efled it at lafl:

by cutting away the underwood, in wide and long avenues, to leeward of the fire, by
•which it was deprived of the means ot communicating or Ipreading any farther. — In

Virginia (and 1 beheve the other colonies), there is an expiels act ot aflembly, pafled in

the 1 2th year of his late Miijelly, to turbid this practice.

The province ot New Hamplhire, I was intorintd at Portfmouth, has grown rich

during the war, by the lols ot its own veflcls, they having been commonly infured

above value.

The currency here is extremely bad, not beiter than that in Rhode Ifland.

Having traveikd over fo large a tradt ot this valt coniinent, belofe 1 bid a final

farewell to it, I mufl: beg the reader's indulgeiice, while I Itop tor a moment, and as ic

were from the top ot a high eminenct-, take one general reirolp^dtive look at the

whole. An Idea, ttrange as it is v fionary, has entered into the minds of the

generality of mankind, that empire is travelling weflv\ard ; and every one is looking

forward with eager and impatient exptdation to ihat dtliintd moment, when America is

to give law to the retl of the world. But if ever an idea was illufory and tallacious, I

am fully perfuaded that this will be fo.

America is formed for happinefs, but not for empire: in a courfe of 1,200 miles

I did not fee a fingle objeft that lolicited charity, but 1 law inluperable caules of weak-

nels, which will neceflfarily prevent its being a potent itate.

Our colonies may be diflinguifhed into the foutheru and northern, feparated from
each other by the Sulquehannah and that imaginary line which divides Maryland troiu

Penfylvania.

'1 he fouthern colonies have fo many inherent caufes of weaknefs that they never can

pofliefs any real flrength. The climate operates very powerfully upon them, and

renders them indolent, inaftive, and unenterprifing ; this is vifible in every line of

their charafter. I myfelf have heen a fpedator, and it is not an uncommon fight of a

man in the vigour of hfe, lying upon a couch, and a female flavc liandmg over him,

wafting olf the fli s, and fanning him, while he took his repofe.

12 The
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The fouthern colonics (Maryland, which is the fmalleft and mnft inconfiderable, alone

excepted) v\ill never be thickly leaded : fir as ihey are not confined within determinate

limits, but extend to the weltward indefi litely ; men, fooner than apply to laborious

occupations, occupations militating with their difpofitions, and generally confidered too

as tb.e inheritance and badge of flavery, will gradually retire weflward, and fettle upon

frclh lands, which are fiid alfo to be more fertile ; where, by the fervitude of a ne^ro

or two, they may enjoy all the fatibfadlion of an eafy and indolent independency : hence

the lands upnn the coaft will of courfe remain thin of inhabitants.

The mode of cultivation by flavery is another inTurmountabie caufe of weaknefs.

The number of negroes in the fouthern colonies is upon the whole nearly eq-;al, if not

fuperior, to that of the white men ; and they propagate and increafe even fall':.— I'heir

condition is truly pitiable; their labour exceflively h.u-d, their diet poor and fcar'tv, their

treatm nt cruel and opprefTive: they cannot therefore but be a fubje£t of terror lo thofe

who fo inhumanly tyrannize over them.

The Indians near the frontiers are a ftill farther formidable caufe of fubj-'ftlon.

The fouthern Indians are numerous, and are governed by a founder policy than for-

merly : experience has taught them wifdoin. They never make war with the colonifts

without carrying terror and devaflation along with them. They fometinies break up

intire counties together.—Such is the (late of the fouthern colonies.

The northern colonies are of ilronger ftamina, but they have other difficulties and

difadvantages to ilruggle with, not let arduous, or more eafy to be furmounted than

•what have been already mentioned. Their limits being defined, they will und )ubtedly

become exceedingly populous : for though nxen will readily retire back towards the

frontiers of their own colony, yet they will not fo eafily be induced to fettle b ^yond

them, where different laws and polities prevail ; and where, in fliort, they are a different

people : but in proportion to want of territory, if we confider the propofition in a general

and abftract light, will be want of power : but the northern cohmies have (till more
pofitive and real difadvantages to contend with. They are compofed of people of dif-

ferent nations, different manners, different religions, and different languages. They
have a mutual jealoufy of each other, fomented by confiderations of intereft, power, and
afcendency. Religious zeal too, like a finothered fire, is fecretly burning in the hearts

of the different fedaries that inhabit them, and were it not reftrained by laws and fupe-

rior authority, would foon burll out into a flame of univerfal perfecution. Even the

peaceable quakers flruggle hard for pre-eminence, and evince in a very ibiking

manner that the paffions of mankind are much ftronger than any principles of
religion.

The colonies, therefore, feparately confidered, are internally weak ; but it may be
fuppofed, that by an union or coalition they would become ftrong and formidable : but
an union feems almoft impoffible : one founded in dominion or power is morally fo : for

were not England to interfere, the colonies themfelves fo well underfland the policy of
preferving a balance, that, I think, they would not be idle fpectators, were any one of
them to endeavour to fubjugate its next neighbour. Indeed, it appears to me a very-

doubtful point, even fuppofmg all the colonies of America to be united undc;r one head
whether it would be poffible to keep in due order and government fo wide and extended
an empire ; the difficulties of communication, of intercourfe, of correfpondence, and all

otner circumftances confidered.

A voluntary affociation or coalition, at leafl; a permanent one, is almoft as difficult to

be fuppofed : for fire and water are not more heterogeneous than the different colonies

in
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in North America. Nothing can exceed thejealoufy and emulation wlilch they poflfefs

in regard to each other. The inhabitants of Penfvlvania and New York have an Inex-

hauftible fource of animofity. In their jealoufy for the trade of the Jerfeys. Maffachnfets

Bay and Rhode Ifland are not lefs Interefted in that of Conneftlcut. The Wefl Indies

are a common fubject of emulation to them all. Even the limits and boundaries of each

colony are a conftant fource of litigation. In fliort, fuch is the difference of characler,

of manners, of religion, of intereft, of the different colonies, that I think, if I am not

wholly ignorant of the human mind, were they left to themfelves, there would foon

be a civil war, from one end of the continent to the other ; while the Indians

and negroes would, with better reafon, impatiently watch the opportunity of ex-

terminating them all together.

After all, however, fuppoffmg what I firmly believe will never take place, a permanent

union or alliance of all the colonies, yet it could not be effedtual, or productive of the

event fuppofed ; for fuch is the extent of coafl fettled by the American colonies, that it

can never be defended but by a maratlme power. America muff firft be miftrefs of the

fea before fhe can be Independent or miftrefs of herfelf, Suppofe the colonies ever fo

populous ; fuppofe them capable of maintaining 100,000 men conftantly in arms, (a fup-

pofitlon in the higheft degree extravagant), yet half a dozen frigates would, with eafe,

ravage and lay wafte the whole country from end to end, without a poffiblllty of their

being able to prevent it ; the country Is fo interfered by rivers, rivers of fuch

magnitude as to render it Impoffible to build bridges over them, that all communication

is in a manner cut off. An army under fuch circumftances could never aft to any pur-

pofe or effecl ; its operations would be totally fruftratcd.

Further, a great part of the opulence and power of America depends upon her

fifherles, and her commerce with the Weft Indies ; fhe cannot fubfift without them ;

but thefe would be Intlrely at the mercy of that power, which might have the fovereignty

of the feas. I conclude therefore, that England, fo long as flie maintains her

iuperiority In that refpecl:, will alio poffefs a fuperiorlty In America ; but the moment
fhe lofes the empire of the one, fhe will be deprived of the fovereignty of the other :

for were that empire to be held by France, Holland, or any other power, America,

will, in all probability, be annexed to It.—New eftabllfliments formed In the Interior

parts of America, will not come under this predicament ; I fliould therefore think It

the beft policy to enlarge the prefent colonics, but not to eftablifli frefh ones; for to

fuppofe interior colonies to be of ufe to the mother country, by being a check upon

thoie already fettled, is to fuppofe what Is contrary to experience, and the nature

of things, viz. that men removed beyond the reach of power will be fubordlnate to it.

October 20. I embarked again on board the WInchefter, for England ; and

arrived in Plymouth Sound the 2ifl of November, after, a rough and tempeftuous

voyage.
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TRAVELS TO GUAXACA*,

CAPITAL OF THE PROVINCE OF THE SAME NAME, IN THE KINGDOM

OF MEXICO.

BY M. NICOLAS JOSEPH THIERY DE MENONVILLE.

Avocat de Parliament, and Botanift to the King.

\ FTER communicating to the minifter of His Majefty at the head of the naval

1^. department the plan I had laid of naturalizing the nopal and cochineal infe£t ia

the French colonies, and receiving with his approbation of my defign the means

requifite for infuring its fuccefs, I made all diligence to put this plan in pradice.

In this view I embarked for Port-au-Prince, and arrived there after a paflage,

equally tedious and fatiguing, of fixty-fix days. Tired and difgulled with the fea I

determined on enjoying eafe for the fpace of a month or two on fliore, a relaxation for

which length of time appeared to me neceffary towards my becoming acquainted with

the mode to be adopted for penetrating into the interior of the Spanifh territory bor-

dering on that belonging to France, whence I expected to find a more ready convey-

ance to Vera Cruz, or to Honduras. Already had I formed fchemes for proceeding

to Santo Domingo, or, at any rate, for feeking at the Cape an opportunity of reaching

Havannah by the veflels of the Affienro company, which pafs between that place and

the Cape in the traffic for flaves ; but I could not difguife from myfelf that either of

thefe two plans was attended with inconvenience.

In the firft place, I might experience a tedious delay by waiting at the Cape till a

veffel fliould fail for the Havannah. On the other hand, a journey to Santo Domingo

would prefent many difficulties to an individual unacquainted either with the roads or

the uAigesofthe inhabitants, and naturally alarmed by the accounts he received of the

little intercourfe fubfifting between the colonifts of the two nations.

I was ftill wavering in opinion refpefting the mod prudent plan to adopt, when,

by one of thofe fortunate events which, occafionally, in my travels, I was fo happy to

experience, 1 was relieved from all perplexity.

I learned that a merchant of Port-au-Prince was about to difpatch a brigantine to

Havannah for the purpofe of recovering the cargo of a veffel which had been wrecked in

its vicinage.

Inftantly, altogether mindlefs of the comforts I began to enjoy in a country which

I had fo ardently defired to fee ; difregarding the want even which I phyfically ex-

perienced of fome repofe, I refolved to avail myfelf of this opportunity. Repairing,

* The fame with Oaxaca, pronounced 'Hooah'-haca.
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therefore, to the intendant * of the colony, I obtained from him a paffport In which I

was defignated botanift and phyfician. This latter title, to which I had juft preten-

fions, poirefling a diploma for the practice of phyfic, I conceived would enable me to

travel with additional pleafantnefs, and render me lefs fufpected than I might otherwife

be in my incurfion into New Spain. To conclude, I received, in lieu of fix thoufand

livres promifed me by the minifter of the n;ivy, no more than four thoufand, a circum-

ftance occafioned by the deficiency of money in the treafury.

However fmall this fum I refrained from all contention in the m-atter. I was in-

deed far more fearful of not undertaking the voyage than of the want of comforts to

which I might be expofed ; nay, after a nice computation of the amount I might need,

I decided on carrying with me no more than two thoufand livres ; nor let my decifion

be charged with arifing from a fordid parfimony, it was not for my individual benefit I

thus made a retrenchment from the expence incident on an undertaking of fuch im-

portance, and refolved on fubmitting to every facrifice to enfure its completion : no
;

by thus adling I preferved a refource in cafe of the failure of my firft attempts.

Eventually I might meet with oppofition to my views at the Havannah, and wafte there

much time and money ; in which cafe I fhould have means left for trying other ex-

pedients, feeing that Porto Bello, Carthagena, and St. Thomas de Honduras, were fo

many other roads I might attempt with profpefl: of fuccefs. Indeed, I computed on
no other heavy expences than thofe which the different charges for pafl'age would
occafion, as I made up my mind beforehand to fubfifl on bread and water on my
journey, fupported by the pleafing reflection that fhould I meet with fliipwreck I yet

had two planks remaining, one in the hands of a trufly friend, and the other in the

royal treafury.

My preparations were fimply and fpeedily effe£i:ed : a few clothes, fome fruit and

other refrefhments, but efpecially a number of phials, flaiks, cafes, and boxes of all

fizes, comprized the whole of my little cargo.

I embarked t on the 2 1 ft January 1777, on board the brigantine Dauphin, pierced

for fixteen guns, and an excellent failer. At ten P. M. we weighed anchor, and by

eight the next morning, under favour of a breeze from the eaft, were a-breaft of the

Point of Gonave.

We fteered on different tacks the whole of the 22d, in the channel of Gonave ; by
eight P. M. we were under Mount Louis, and attempted to double the point of Saint

Mark ; the wind blew from theN. E., and enabled us to effeft this objeft in courfe of

the night, which was remarkably fine : a meteor, refembling an arrow of fire, fliot

horizontally from eaft to weft through the atmofphere, at an elevation of eight hundred

toifes |, its courfe marked by a broad train of light.

By morning on the 23d we had palled Point St. Mark, and diftinguiriied the bay of

Gonaves, and the table of St. Nicholas Mole ; at noon we perceived from one point

Gonave, Point Mayzi in the ifland of Cuba, and the crazy Cape (Cap a Fou) of

St. Nicholas Mole. The ftiores of Cuba on this eaftern fide fcemed to me of equal

elevation with thofe of Santa Domingo.
The 24th, at ten in the morning, I obferved. two very light and broken clouds,

refembling reeds, fpreading through the fpace of a league, and crolnng each otlier at

obtufe angles, whence 1 conjedured that in the upper regions ot air two different

• M. de Vaivne, bow (at the publication of the book) intendant-gencral of the colonies,

"t"
Notwithflaiiding this journal of the voyage from Saiilo Domingo prefciits little that is intciefting,

it has, for the benefit of fcamcn, been thought right to give it inlcition.

X About 5000 feet.
''

currents
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currents exiftcd, oneof which.byobtainingpredominanceoverthe other, would necefTarily

caufe tile wind to change which at that period filled our fails. This day we coaftcd

along the whole of the fouth-caftcrn fliores of the ifland Cuba, in kngth at lead

thirty leagues. The lands in this part are fo high that during almo(t the whole day

the clouds floated below the fuminit of the mountains. The coaft, very lofty towards

the eafl, becomes infenfibly lefs fteep as you proceed fouth-weft, until at length it

finks into a low Ihore. At Cape Cruz the country has a barren appearance ; the

mountains are fteep and craggy, with many black rocks which projed confiderably,

and there is no appearance either of cultivation or inhabitants : we were but four

leagues off this coaflr, and diflinguiihed at the time that of Jamaica. When the moon
rofe we noticed a repetition of the phenomenon of the crolfing clouds.

On the 25th a moderate wind, aififted by the currents, carried us out of fight of the

fhores of Cuba. We caught a feine, two feet long, weighing fix pounds, and

beautifully marked with blackilh vertical ftripes. At eight P. M. the wind frefhened

to that degree we were obliged to lower our main top-gallants, take in our Iweeps,

and reef our top-fails : the fea ran high and the veflTel pitched terribly ; fortunately the

moon, now at her full, afforded us a welcome light.

The wind during the 26th flill continued violent, with a heavy fea, but this

gradually became more calm as the wind, which was from the north-eaft, abated of

its force. The wind continued on our quarter during the remainder of the day, fo

that we made nine knots an hour. At noon we difcovered the ifland of Caymans,

very low, almoft covered by the fea, and apparently four leagues dift:ant ; we were

now on the parallel of the Jardin de la Reyna, expeding on the morrow to fee the

Ifland de Pozos (of Wells). At eight we caught a caranque, a kind of perch.

The evening was ferene, the wind abaft from the weft. At eight o'clock more than

five hundred porpoifes were feen frolicking before us in the water ; of thefe one was

taken five feet long ; this, which was a female, I diflefted, and defcribed. At
three P. M. on the 27th, we perceived El Jardin de la Reyna, low iflands adjacent to

that of Pines : we therefore had made a progrefs of fixty leagues from yefterday.

The whole night we had fair weather with a good breeze ; but as all the currents off

this coaft run towards the fliore, we were under neceffity of fleering fouth-weft till day-

break, with Hi tie fail out.

On the 28th we again fteered north-weft. By eight in the morning we made the

Ifle of Pines; this is a very long ifland : on it are three mountains, and a flat country

covered with lofty trees, and feemingly adapted to cultivation. At three P. M. we
diftinguiflied the Eaftern Cape, preceded by a chain of mountains, fome of them fepa-

rate from the others. This cape confifts of low lands, which ftrctch into the fea the

diftance of fix leagues. We made off here ten knots an hour, with a brilk gale from

the N.N.E. In the evening we diftinguiflied Cape Saint Antonio, but as there are

breakers four leagues out at fea, we dared not venture to double it during the night

;

we therefore fteered with little fail till eleven at night, making frequent tacks ; but

the man at the helm being overcome with fleep, by two A. M., we found ourfelves

fteering for land a league only a-head ; immediately we changed our tack, and backed
fails ; at five A. M. we refumed our courfe, and doubled the cape at a league diftant.

The low lands of this cape appear fertile, being covered with large and beautiful trees.

At eleven o'clock we were near the fliallovvs, on which we perceived the vefl'el whofc
cargo* we came to demand. Thefe ftiallows abound in little iflets, and extend from
feven to eight leagues out to fea, in a direction north and fouth. The water above
them is of an emerald green, brilliant and pellucid when looked at in a glafs ; the

502 colour



y^6 DE menonville's travels to guaxaca.

colour of the furrounding fea is a deep blue. The greatefl depth of water in this

bank does not exceed eight feet ; fo that not the fmallefl craft dare venture to

crofs it at right angles. When upon the fkirts of this fliallow we faw diftinftly the

bottom veined black and white, though there was fifteen fathoms water. We imme-
diaicly veered about and fleered N. W. and faw a French vefl'el imitate us. We
were obliged all night long to fleer upon different tacks, firfl N. W. and then S. W.,
the wind being adverfe.

The 30th the wind blew flill from the fame point, with lefs or greater violence

:

whether the men at the helm had fleered falfe during the night, or whether the fliip

had deffefted from her courfe owing to the currents, we found ourfelves three leagues

to leeward of our reckoning ; indeed, we again diflinguifhed the vefTel belonging to

the owner of our fliip near the fhore, bearing S. E., and by it a boat leaving a cove in

its vicinage.

The 3 ifl we found ourfelves fifteen leagues above the fhoal ; in facl, after tacking,

by four P.M., we again had fight of Cape Saint Antonio, four leagues below us. In the

evening a mizzling fhower obfcured objefts from our view, but after the rain the wind
veered to the north, when we fleered eaflward.

The ifl of February in the morning, the wind blowing from the fouth-eafl, we di-

refted our courfe northward : during the whole night we ran along the coafl, fleering

E. N. E., but out of fight of land. The winds were this day fo adverfe that fpite of

our reckoning we were much embarrafl'ed to know where we were, but fuppofed our-

felves near to land, and being unwilling to continue out of fight of it, we fleered S. E.
under eafy fail throughout the night.

On the 2d at day-break, we made land three leagues diflant, but were unconfcious

what part. By noon, however, we clearly diflinguifhed a forry hamlet, compofed of a

few ftraw-houfes, which we afcertained to be Batcyaouda. We now continued our
courfe with all fails fet, and under main and mizen top-gallants ; neverthelefs, we were
unable to fetch the Havannah, though we had a highly pitlurefque profpecl in our run
of twelve leagues along the coafl, of very lofty mountains, with fudden and pleafing in-

tervals ; the mountains, from the effeft of (hade, occafionally appearing perpendicular.

At length night came on, when we found ourfelves oppofite a very large mountain.

Here we backed fails. This whole coafl, bounded by fhoals, the whole diflance

from Cape Saint Antonio, appears to be very unhealthy.

We remained oppofite this mountain the whole night, for fear of palling the Ha-
vannah, the precife fite of which was unknown to us, in order not to near the land too

clofe, taking care to keep conflantly founding. The wind, on this occafion, which

was very violent, and the flrength of the currents, gave us conflant trouble, and much
fatigued our crew.

On the 3d at dawn of day, we had deflefted nearly ten leagues towards the E. S. E.

and were oppofite Marian's Table, a remarkable objeft, the form of which is defcribed

in the journal of a previous voyage. This table is the annunciator of the Havannah,

which is fituate three leagues beyond, and is readily diflinguifhed by two hills, near to

each other, in the fliape of the female breafl. We now unfurled all fails, and by nine

in the morning diflinguifhed the city.

As loon as within fight of it, we hoifled the French flag ; an inflant after we faw

three flags raifed as fignals on a baftion of fort Moro. The view of the city,

the Havannah, occafioned in me a fingular emotion. The cities of our colonies re-

femble nothing better than an affemblage of fifhcrmen's huts conflrufted in lines ; but

the fortrefll's of the Havannah, its numerous domes, its lofty fleeplcs, the red tops of

5 its
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its houfes, its high and white buildings, all give it the appearance of an European

town, and powerfully awakened in me the recolledion of my darling country.

From the rampart we were directed, through a (peaking trumpet, to caft anchor ;

but the noife of the waves breaking againfl the rocks, the whirling of the wind, and

the clamour of the crew, combined to prevent our comprehending exaclly what was
prefcribed, and conilquently our obedience of the prefcription ; nay, allowing that the

injunctions had been fairly underflood, as we could not conceive the necefTity of them,

they yet would have been difi-egarded ; hence, partly from chance, partly from defign,

availing ourfelves of the wind and tide, which carried us forward through the narrow flrait

almoft in fpite of exertion, we fleered under full fail into the mouth of the port ; thus,

by one of thofe adventurous darings, which are common perhaps to Frenchmen alone,

we cut fhort many ceremonies. It is indeed true, had the commander of the fort

been a man more inclined to form and feverity than the one who fortunately for us

was in ffation, we fliould not have afted thus, without imminent rifk of a few un-

grateful falutes from twenty-four pounders.

The whole city affembled to enjoy the fpeiEtacle of a foreign fliip entering the port

without firif cafling anchor. The captain, who afterwards carried me to Vera Cruz,
was among the number : he told me that our temerity occafioned him the utmofl

aftonifhment, and that ours was the only vefTel whicii had ever made fo bold an attempt:

without having caufe for repentance.

Be this as it may, beyond the Moro fort we were met by the barge of the- captain of

the port, making towards us with great fpeed, and which completed our pilotage to an
anchoring : by him we were conducted into the bafm, and placed in front of the

government-houfe, under the cannon of the captain of the port.

We had fcarcely caff anchor before we were furrounded by a number of boats, in

which were many idlers, and inquifitive individuals, who immediately boarded us ;

four officers of theculloms came in the number, who were fucceeded by a major of the

navy, with four foldiers from the fhip of the admiral of the port, a vefTel of fixty-four

guns ; finally, the aide-major of the place, with a ferjeant and four fufileers feconded

thefe ; our briganiine was crowded, and relembled a prize ; the officers of the con-

tadors, and thofe belonging to the navy and the land fervice, feparately interrogated us,

and received our declarations in writing of the motives of our voyage. For my part,

I itated that I was a botani(t,and came with intention of herborifmg. In reply to the con-

fequent queflion, if we had not plants in our own country ? I acknowledged that we were
not deficient in that refpeft, but that thofe of the Havannah had the credit of pofTeffinp-

fuperior virtues. This, like all thofe reprefentations which flatter Spanifli vanity,

attracted towards me a degree of confideration which was the more augmented,when by
a vifo of my paffport, they noticed I was a regular phyfician : at this inflant alfo a

pafTenger fecretly, and in confidence, imparted to fome of the Spaniards that I was
not only a phyfician, but one alfo of great eminence, who, however, wifhed to hide

my abilities, fearful if they fhould become public, that I might be impelled to exercifa

them in the city : this communication much encreafed the refpeft fhewn to me from
fcveral quarters.

While at anchor we had notice given that we could not be permitted to land, and
two guards belonging to the contador were left on board until orders fliould be re-

ceived from the governor, who was abfent, and not expected to return before a week
fliould pafs ; learning this, we refolved on addrefling a memorial to him, but were void

of expectation of any anfwer before the lapfe of two days ; we were confcquently

obliged to arm ourfelves with patience.

One
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One of our paflengers having ventured to land, and proceeded fo far as to pafs for

the captain of the fhip, was detected in his impoilure, and fent back under a guard of

four mufqueteers.

This a£t of imprudence was nigh being of ferious injury to us : it caufed us to be
looked upon with fufpicion, and we in confequence were very narrowly watched ; for

three fucceflive nights I obferved their boats, which reheved one the other every hour,

and were conflantly rowed round our fliip, founding with grapHngs to determine whether

or no any thing had been caft overboard ; in the day-time alfo nothing was allowed to

leave the fhip without being firft fubjeft to the nicefl: fcrutiny.

So little congenial with my feelings was this mode of life, that it caufed me to look

upon our fhip as a prifon : the fancy had a powerful efled on me ; and whether to this,

whether to the thick and heavy air we breathed in the port, enclofed as it is by hills

on every fide, the complaint was to be afcribed, I felt a violent head-ach, and breathed

with great difficulty ; fucceeded to thefefymptoms a fever, with prognoflics of a ferious

diforder. I immediately had recource to a flrift diet, and pectoral and refrefliing po-

tations
J
and the very day wrote to M.Dorrira, the intendant of the port, to the Marquis

de la Tour, the governor, and to Don Juan Davant, the King's lieutenant, expofmg in

my letters that my profeflion was one which could give no room for fufpicion, and my
ftate of health fuch as rendered confinement on board the fhip not only very irkfome,

but even dangerous ; I reprefented to them, moreover, the perfuafion I felt, from the

high opinion held of them by the public in general, that, under the circumltances I

detailed, they would offer no objedtion to my rcquefl to be allowed to go on fliore.

By eight o'clock in the morning next day I difpatched my letters, and as early as nine

I received a moft obliging and favorable anfwer from the intendant ; but already the

King's lieutenant, apprehenfive for my health, the injury I fufiained, which had been

confirmed to him, fent the aide-major of the place on board, to bring me on fhore, and

offer me the houfe of one of his friends for my refidence until I fliould recover.

I immediately left the fhip, leaving my efteQs on board, fearful of the arrival of

fome counter-order, and afterwards paid a vifit to the two gentlemen mentioned, for

the purpofe of returning them my thanks. In M. Dorrira, formerly conful at Bour-

deauxjl noticed a highly prepofTefling phyfiognomy, a ferious, but at the fame time mild

deportment, accompanied by much affability, every appearance of a worthy charafter,

and, finally, fomewhat of French in his manners. He is a knight of the order of St.

Charles ; and, refpedting his deferts, his integrity, and benevolence, there exifts but one

and that a highly flattering opinion. Don Juan Davant is one of thofe veteran and

gallant military charadlers whom experience has rendered confummate in his duty,

full offranknefs, and pofTefTed of that noble-mindednefs which is almofl: ever the con-

comitant of real bravery : he is brigadier of the armies, and general infpeftor of the

colony.

Both thefe gentlemen received me in the mofl handfome manner, begging my par-

don even for their ignorance of my indif])ofition : they proffered their fervices to me
in every refpedt, and to confirm definitively the order for my landing, which hitherto

had been but provifional.

I held a long difcourfe with the intendant on fubjefts regarding natural hiffory,

commerce, and manufaftures ; on his part he related to me, with much gratification to

himfelf, the fadl of certain bees which had accidentally been tranfported to the

Havannah from Florida, having multiplied to fuch a degree as to produce a very

important branch of commerce and taxation, and this in the very limited fpace of fix

years.

For
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For the King's lieutenant he made many enquiries rcfpefting the population of our
colony in St. Domingo ; its a£lual ftrength in European foldiers, colonial troops, and
militia : he frankly expofed to me thofe of the ifland of Cuba ; and teftified a full con-
fidence in the perpetuation of the alliance fubfifting between France and Spain.

He was fo obliging to admit my requeft of being allowed to pay my relpedts to him,

as alfo was the intcndant : he even folicited me to make iny vifits frequent, an invi-

tation of which I availed myfelf with much fatisfatlion during my flay.

On leaving them I took a lodging in an inn in the great fquare, where then the

palace of government was building, and where already the office of accounts (conta-

doria) had been completed.

The land air, liberty, the grateful reception I experienced, thefe combined had a

very falmary influence on my health, which was almoil inftantly evinced : three days

were fufficient to effe£t my perfect refloration.

I then had opportunity of furveying the whole of the town and its environs, and
began to augur favourably of my travels.

On the return of the governor I haflened to pay my refpecls to him. The inten-

dant had already acquainted him with my landing : he received me with kindnefs, and
granted me permifTion to herborife within the precindls of the city ; but vviiile the ap-

peal of humanity to his finer feelings enacted a grant of wider extenfion, the imperious
obligation of the law forbade the allowance ; he even in exprefs terms prohibited my
advancing farther inland than ten leagues from the city. I returned him thanks in the
moll cordial manner for the licence I received, and not only, at my requefl, obtained

leave to pay my refpeds to him ; but, after taking coffee, was politely invited to dine
with him the fucceeding day. I found him furrounded by many perfons of rank, as

well military as others, to whom he introduced me, and' efpecially Don Luis Huet,
diredor-general of the engineers and of fortifications, whom he informed me was of
French extrattion. On my praifmg a very beautiful fquirrel from Mexico, of which,
as well as of a parrot, I begged his permifTion to take a likenefs, he infilled on my
accepting both the one and the other ; but this excefs of liberality I declined. Shortly
after he made me withdraw into his cabinet to converfe r^fpeding France : his queflions,

as well as his eafy and noble manners, Itamped him diflinftly a finifhed courtier : our
converfation afterwards turned upon the arts. On this occafion he led me to an alley

he had planted with trees, and which I had previoully feen : I frankly imparted my dif-

approbation of the manner in which the ground was laid out; and after giving my reafons

why, in fuch a burning climate, it ought rather to be covered with turf, he felt con-
viction. The flage formed the next fubje£t of our difcourfe: he fhewed me the defign
for the curtain of the opera-houfe he had built, and on the boards of which he had
fucceeded in caufing the Didone of Metaftafio to be reprefented : the defign was a.

delicately flattering compliment paid the governor by the inhabitants, and one that, for

an American city, might jullly be confidered of lively invention ; but the execution of
the draught by no means correfponded. Phcebus was reprefented in the chariot of
day, leaving the palace of the hours, and illuminating with his beams the city of the
Havannah, pei-fonified under the figure of a female, feated at the foot of a tree, near
the margin of the lea, and fronting the Moro caflle : flie was crowned with towers and
battlements, and refled her right hand on a fliield difplaying the arms of the city, while
with the other fhe v/antoned with genii. The fault in the execution chiefly confifled

in the forced compliment intended for the marquis, and the confequent inappropriate

reprefentation of " the gorgeous palace of the fun." Here, the name of the governor
being de la Tour, the fun was reprefented ifluing from a very fmall tower, the gate of

8 which.
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which, difproportionately fmall, refembled more that of a dungeon than a porta

for the paffage of the radiant car of the fun, and its four impetuous courfers. I pointed

out this defeft to the governor, obfei-ving at the time that feemingly the painter was
ignorant of the metamorphofes of Ovid, and the pompous defcription of the palace of
the fun, in that work beginning Regia folis erat. He fought excufe for the painter,

and recommended me to go to the opera ; at length I left him, greatly pleafed with

my reception, and perfedly eafy refpetling my fojourn at Havannah.
The following day I vifited the opera : the interior conftrufted on the plan of that

at Naples, is truly handfome, and poffeffes an airinefs and elegance peculiar to itfelf,

arifmg from the circumftance of the boxes being feparated from each other only by
delicate baluftrades very wide apart : through every part of the houfe found is con-
veyed diflinctly ; and from every quarter there is a perfeft view of the ffage ; add to

thefe, the pit has the advantage, uncommon in France, of feats for the fpedtators. The
opera was performed in a manner, in my opinion, fuperior to any I had ever feen

before. iEneas was reprefentcd by an Italian virtuofo, of exquifite voice, a mofl: elegant

figure, and noble countenance, and, with thefe prepoffeflions in his favor, who
thoroughly comprehended his part, and afted in the firft ftyle : a Caftilian was the Uido
of the piece, her confident a mulatrefs, and Yarbe was given by a Spaniard : thefe

three a£tors, a circumftance certainly not very common, alike fang with tafte and pre-

cifion, and admirably played alike the different charafters. This was the firft opera at

which I had been prefent, where in lieu of the repeated thumps of a clumfy and noify

truncheon, the time was led by a violin of extraordinary power and precifion, played

by the fecretary of the governor, which infpired the whole of the pei-formers with an
accuracy, a truth of expreflion, that rendered the harmony complete : through the

whole piece I found no room for the flighteft blame, except on the introduQion of a

folo, intended no doubt to difplay the fuperior abilities of an exquifite violin, and which
perfectly effefted this end, but which at the fame time interrupted the concatination

of the piece, and neceffarily caufed a diminution of intereft in it among the audience.

However pleafed with the opera, with their comedia I was far from fatisfied ; fo many _

things in it occurred oppofite to the tafte and rules by which we are guided in France,

that I faw nothing but ridiculous defefts, of which thefe are fome fpecimens : the name
of God, of Jefus, of the Virgin, and of various faints occur in almoft every phrafe :

the aftors generally, but efpecially the women, never make their appearance without

a rofary of beads ; in every fcene a duel is introduced ; do two lovers meet, the fcab-

bard muft of confequence be emptied, and between two parcnthefes you read {Saca la

Spado) ; all pieces, whether comic or tragic, are not only comedias, but comed'ms

famofas, however wretched the piece, however defpicable the author : to complete the

pifture, the titles of their pieces are ridiculoufly filly, as an inftancc, La cahellcra de

Abfalon, The long hair of Abfalom.

The comedia which fuccecded the opera, was of a fingular defcription I'a fingle adlor

kills a dozen men, women, and children, without the flighteft refiftance on their parts,

and ranges them in a row as he ftabs them ; the work complete, he calmly wipes his

dagger on the upper leather of his ftioc ; this fcene, fo ftrange is the depravity of

Spanilh tafte, was regarded as very fine. For my part, as it was carnival time, I

imagined that this was an emblematic reprefentation of the horrors attendant on drunk-

ennefs ; but enquiring of one near me, I learnt I was miftaken : ftill, notwithftanding

what Ihave obferved, I have fince difcovered in their works of this kind abundance of

wit, and many paffagcs remarkable for their fpirituality, delicacy, and gallant bearing.

Xlie author moll admired at prefent is Calderon de la Barca.

The
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The follow'inj^ day I again paid a vifit to the governor, and fpoke to him of what

I had feen, when the account I rendered appeared to give him great fatisfaction.

I prefented to him, as T had previoufly to the intendant, a fmall packet of feeds for

the kitchen garden, and flower-feeds : thefe he divided, giving part to Don Luis Huet,

who dined with him that day ; and, as I afterwards underftood he was a planter, I

begged his acceptance of another packet: he exprefled with great civility the inclination

he felt to form an acquaintance with me ; in confcquence, I invited him to my apart-

ments, and a few days after he came in his carriage to take me to his country-houfe :

here I found his lady, a Genoefe of noble birth and extraordinary merit, one of his

daughters, and an ofiicer of the artillery. After breakfart, we went into the garden and
fewed all the feeds which I had prefented to him : our paftime was truly a feftival,

enlivened by gaiety, wit, well merited compliments, and the mofl: pleafnig converfa

tion, in which due regard was maintained to decorum ; in fhort, fo agreeably fped the

moments that we pait through four hours of toil and fcarcely thought them one.

After our gardening was finiflied, a very delicate dinner was ferved up in the French

ftile : cards were then introduced ; and when we had taken a walk through the planta-

tion, we returned to town.

This villa is fituate under the cannon of Fort Principe, which was planned by Don
I.uis Huet himfelf ; and the works of which he pointed out to me with as much con-

fidence as if we had been for years acquainted : the foil is ftony and dry ; flill manive,

(Called by the Spaniards yacca, is cultivated here ; and fuch is the indufl:ry of the

proprietor of the ground, that its produce yields an annual revenue of three thoufand

piafters.

Don Luis Huet is a man in high efl:eera for ability in his profeffion, as well as for

his partiality to literature. With the confidence of the court he enjoys the refpedt of the

people ; and his rank of colonel, places him in a condition to look forward to a flill more
diftinguiflied appointment.

His houfe was that where I mod frequently vifited at the Havannah. Occafionally I

went to pay my refpefts to the governor, the intendant, and the King's lieutenant :

the reft of my time was employed in botanical excurfions round the town, in ftudying

the Spanifh language, and pondering on the mofl material, the chief objeft of my
travels.

Still I muft confefs time flew with leaden wings during my ftay at the Havannah, a flay

of more than fix weeks.

The promife of the exterior of the city of the Havannah is belied by its internal

appearance, which has little in it pleafing ; its length is about a mile and a half

(1240 toifes) ; its breadth three quarters of a mile (600 toifes) ; its fite is on a rock

on the fea fide, and its form a femicircle, or rather femiellipfis, the greater diameter

being along the fliore ; the houfes are all of them built of flone, from one to three

flories high ; it contains four very extenfive fquarcs, which however are only half

finiflied, poffcfs little fymmetry, and are covered every where with rubbifli ; the flreets

are regular and flraight, but narrow, with a foot-pavement on each fide, and an
unpaved road in the midft, in which two carriages can fcarcely pafs abreaft ; as the

city is on a dead level, the water frequently ftagnates on the rock, in which deep ruts

hav.. on progrefs of time been formed by the wheels of carriages ; a plan has been
propofed for repairing the road, paving it, and giving it a flope ; but the mode of
paving projected, a fpecimen of which 1 favv in fome of the flreets near the govern-

ment-houfe, is too fingular to pafs unmcntioned. The material employed is blocks of
iron wood, ten inches fquare, conneded with other blocks longitudinally laid like a

VOL. xiii. 5 E floor;
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floor ; the folidity of this pavement is fuch, that notwithftanding the roads thus made
have been travelled over for two years by a vafl number of carriages, no trace on the

wood of any wheel is feen, nor have the blocks in any part been difliurbed from their

original pofition. Should the plan be carried into effeft, and the whole city be thus

paved, it will difplay a very curious and fpecial fmgularity. Towards the land fide

the Havannah is not ftrong, as it is defended merely by a fimple curtain, flanked by
baflions, and almoft in every part without a ditch, owing to the immenfe labour requi-

fite to excavate the rock ; it is however now fecured from any attack on this fide by

the Fort del Principe, built eight hundred toifes (nearly one mile) in advance, on an

eminence which ftretches to the town : on the fide next the fort it is inacceflible. The
port, one of the mofl beautiful and fpacious in the world, is a bafon nearly circular,

which receives feveral fmall rivers ; it runs a league in depth from the neck to the

extremity ; the entrance is protefted on the town fide by a fort, oppofite to the wall

and fides of three baftions, which, placed one above the other in tiers, command the

anchorage in the road ; on each of the flanks of thefe baftions there are commonly
mounted eighteen twenty-four pounders : on the fide fronting the country, a wall built

on a rock, till the arrival of the Englifla before it, confidered impregnable, defends

the entrance of the port ; the Cavana, another fortrefs Tnewly conftruded above the

wall, commands both the port and city, and its fire croffes that of Fort del Principe ;

finally, two other fmall forts at the bottom of the port, two tiers of guns on low

batteries beneath the wall, the Cavana along the fliore, and a battery level with the

water, render this city extremely formidable : it is fuppofed that its different defences

mount altogether eight hundred pieces of cannon, chiefly twenty-four pounders.

Never will it be attempted on the part of any nation to force the gut, for fuch an

attempt would be madnefs : two Englifli frigates which ventured the hazardous enter-

prize during the fiege of the place, were in confequence funk : nothing more beautiful

than the appearance of the forts can pofllbly be imagined, their conftrudion being on

the mofl profufely expenfive fcale. The only recommendation of the houfes of the town

Is a certain air of grandeur, large gates and courts, wide windows projedling two feet over

the flreet, fupported on pilafters, heavy balconies of wood covered with tiles on the

upper ftories, palilTades of wood coarftly faftened, and of enormous fize, all thefe give

fomewhat heavy, fombre, and repulfive to the look of the houfes ; internally they

have commonly a vaft court furrounded by Gothic arcades, large, and in the Moori'fh

flyle ; the gallery formed by thefe, communicates with large bat ill difpofed apart-

ments badly furniflied the doors and windows of them refembling thofe of a fort or

dungeon, as much by the thicknefs of the portals as by their Gothic fl:ru£ture. In

the veftibule, or in the chief apartment of the houfe, it is common to have the arms of

the family blazoned in manner of trophies, an ufage derived from the time of chivalry,

which if occafionally it be but vain parade yet again oftentimes ferves to excite true

bravery and a fpirit capable of any daring enterprize. The houfes of the lower orders

have rarely any flat ceilings, and all, even thofe belonging to people in eafy circumflances,

inftead of being favoured with wood, or fquares of tile or ftone, have merely an earthen

floor, which by its prefervlng humidity, I found of injurious effefts to health. With
the wealthy, the furniture of the rooms is of wood partly gilt, curtains of criinfon

damaflv with gold fringe, and fome japanned works, paintings, and glafs lu fires. \{The

beds are very fimple, and no pler-glalfcs or other mirrors are feen, no inlaid work of

wood for floors, and neither carpets or tapeflry, in fliort nothing correfponding with

the fumptuoufity or elegance of French apartments. The Spaniard is as modefl in

his dwelling as he is fober in his mode of living ; the Englilh have taught him the

method
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method of cooking certain difhes, and the ufe of different pieces of furniture ; of the

talents of the difciple, a judgment may readily be formed by refleSion on who were his

maflers.

The men wear coats of the French fafhion, but the cut of the body is fo fliort, that

the pockets arc nearly under the arm ; above this coat, generally of cotton or taflity,

a cloak is worn of buradilli or camblet ; thofe who feek to render thcmfelves con-

fpicuous, wear a blue or fcarlet cloak, embroidered or trimmed with gold ; this is a
fumptuofity, however, not within the compufs of every one, as fuch a cloak cofts five

hundred piafters ; ftill thofe of the height of fafhion decline wearing it, preferring the

French drefs. The hair, which is rarely feen powdered or frizzled, is enveloped
in a net, and covered with a broad brimmed hat. Such is the drefs of the men.
The women feldom w^ear gowns, but almofl always are dreffed in a corfet and

petticoat, with an apron of gauze or muflin, and a few ribbands ; they wear no
powder, nor is their hair frizzled, but braided and turned up, or worn in chignon
under their cap; to this is added, attached above the hair, a fprig of rue or abfynthum.
Their ornaments confift of crofTes, rings, gold necklaces, and large bracelets of

maflive gold, that weigh a quarter of a pound. Happy llie who wears a bi-acelet on
her left wrifi: ! but how much happier if one on each ! She amufes herfelf conftantly

in faftening and detaching them, as well as in pulling ofi" and drawing on her glove,

and all for the purpofe of attracting attention to her beautiful and well turned arm,
French women paint : for the Spanifh ladies they have a black patch of a round or
oval form at each temple ; thefc at night are removed, and white patches are fubftituted

(which pretty well refemble a plaifter) ; in the morning, they wear inftead the leaf of
an orange tree.

Few handfome women, and ftill fewer who had pretenfions to elegance, were feen

by me at the Havannah ; they never go abroad, but in the morning to mafs, and the

evening for a ride, hence they are not to be feen either in the flreets, fhops, or any
public room. Conflantly Ihut up in their own apartments, the pleafure of enjoying

an airing out of the city is the only enticement can induce them to leave them. This
indeed is their favourite pleafure, nor is it coftly ; four hundred piaflers for a coach-

man, a hundred and fifty for a mule, five hundred for a chaife, in all about a thoufand

piafters pay every expence ; hence the city fwarms with carriages. Even the meanefl
clerk drives his chaife ; and it is as common to prefent one to a miflrefs, as in France a

box of fweetmeats.

It mufl further be obferved, that in no part of the world is money fo plenteous as at

tlie Havannah. It circulates in taligas, refembling thofe bags of a hundred piftoles in

courfe at Paris ; and the counters of the officers of revenue are covered with piles of
reals of plate, which they exchange for hard dollars with fingular difpatch.

The markets are plenteoufly fupplied with every kind of provifion, but efpecially

vegetables, which are quite as good as in France; fifh and turtle are extremely cheap ;

beef fells at a real the four pounds ; excellent mountain and tent wine at two rials

the bottle; indeed, no town in America is better furnifhcd with means of good living,

or at a more reafonable rate. This advantage is to be attributed in great meafure to

the divifion of the real into quartillos of tin, for nothing is more favorable to ceconomy
than fmall coin.

The trade of Havannah and Mexico is in the hands of the Catalans, whofc commonly
aftive, laborious, enterprifing and perfevering difpofition, have acquired for many of
them confidcrable fortunes ; they are in confequence an objeft of envy to Spaniards at

5^2 large.
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large, who feek to difguife this feeling under the veil of contempt, an afTumed fentiment

as little commendable as that which is the real one. For one Caftilian ene;aged in trade

there are thirty Catalans. Intoxicated with fuccefs, however, they prayed for exclufive

privileges, a kind of monopoly but too common In Spain. They had propofed, as fpe-

culators, to fupply the colony altogether with wines from Malaga and Alicant at a real the

bottle, whereas the actual price is two rcalsj but their petition was rejected; as itwas accom-

panied by a requeft of being the only ones allowed to introduce and fell the commodity.

The articles of trade are iron, linen, iron ware, filks, clocks and watches, wines and

fpices.

At the Havannah, as in Mexico, little other is feen than Brittany linen, the coarfefl: of

which fells at a dollar the vara *. The iron ware is all of it imported from Germany
;

the clocks and watches from England ; the fmall quantity of Indianasand Perfianas con-

fumed, which are not from the fabrics of Mexico, are derived from France. The

Genoefe for whom the Spaniards evince great partiality, furnifli them with all filk

articles for veils, caiTocks, black hoods worn by the women on going to church, mantles

for priefts, &c. Their iron is partly drawn from Sweden, partly from old Spain. Spain

likewife fends hither oil, wine, and paper of deteftable quality. What is highly fingular,

neither at Havannah nor at Vera Cruz can blue paper be procured : I wanted forae

quires to dry my herbs between, but was only able to procure a few fheets in which cer-

tain goods had been inveloped, and which, notwithflanding, I was charged for at a very-

extravagant rate.
, . , ,

Neither at the Havannah nor in any part of America is fuch a thmg known as a pub-

lic promenade planted with trees. M. le Marquis de la Tour attempted to form One

round the ramparts, but it did not fucceed, and nothing but the walk remains unfhcl-

tered • another, attempted at an earlier period, and planted with orange trees, is likewife

gone to ruin.

The Havannah contains about twenty-five thoufand inhabitants. The whole popula-

tion of the ifland, including negroes and mulattoes, does not exceed a hundred and

fixtv-fix thoufand fouls, according to the ftatement in poffeffion of the governor which

I faw • and from a French engineer from Vera Cruz, who had lived a length of time at

Mexico I learnt that all this vafl: empire of Spain, in America, contains no more than a

million inhabitants.

At the time I was there the Havannah contained no more than three thoufand regular

troops, there was, however, in addition to thefe,abody of mihtia, excellently difciplincd,

confining of fixteen hundred men.

Not aVm"-!e church did I obferve worthy an account of its architefturc to be noticed ;

all of them are long buildings, dark as dungeons, ornamented on the right and left with

innumerable chapels, with frontifpieces compofcd of a medley of orders of architefture,

wretchedly encumbered with ufelefs trappings, and (till more wretchedly disfigured by

the utter abfence of all proportion ; though profufely covered with gildings, thefe were

at the fame time claffed, if the term be applicable, in the moll revolting and luperftitious

conlufion: not one of thefe chapels but will have cofl: upwards of ten thuufand piafters,

and in every church are at lead thirty or forty. At this time the church of the Jefuits,

defigned for a cathedral, is nearly complete ; on furveying it yon would imagine before

you a ftrufture of the ninth century.

Each of the thirty churches contained within the city, has fcvcn or eight brotherhoods,

who are conftantly making proctfilons out of number, but thefe molt efpccially at the

* A meafure fomcwliat Kfs ihan a yard Englifli.

7 period
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period of carnival. At this time, fthe ceremonies on which occafion I had b >fore noticed

in France and St, Domingo,) at this time, I fay, there could not have been here lefs than

three thoufand proceflions : 'nothing could be leen but proceflions, and no other talk or
noife was heard but of which thefe were the caufe or theme. They were everlafting,

from morning to night, general proceflions, and procciiions of individuals, of pariflies,

communities, and of every brotherhood : the members of ihefe patroled the ftreets with

lanterns, deafening the ear with the difcordant notes of hoarfe baffoons, and twanging
guitars, and driving the god of fleep from every eyelid as long as they lafted ; finally,

were procefTions of every father of a family, followed by his wife, his children, arid

domcftics, who, chaplet in hand, repaired to their particular chapels.

Every houfe has its chapel, at which each month a particular feftival is ce-

lebrated.

The feflival of the dedication of the different churches, and ftill more particularly

that of their feveral patrons, are grand celebrations : the evening before by nine o'clock

the fteeple is illuminated, and a grand concert is given, to which it is ufual to liften from
the roofs of the neighbouring houfes. The fucceeding day this fame fteeple exhibits a
variety of ftreamers of different colours ; the body of the church is filled with tapers to

fuch extreme as not badly to reprefent a fiery furnace, through the aifles of
which bad mufic is badly heard, but in which alfo fplendid offerings are made.
The biihopric of the Havannah reputedly produces forty thoufand piafters. Don

Fulano Echavaria, who is the prefent incumbent, is apparently high in favor at court.

He caufed an order to be publiflied which bore for title " Eneuentra il execrable

crimen de los contrabandiftas," againfl the execrable crime of fmuggling. I could not
refrain alking a prieft of my acquaintance, who happened to be his fecretary, if fuch an
offence was entitled execrable what epithet was in referve for the crime of treafon ? but

my queftion remained unfolved.

Nothing can be conceived more rigid than the ordinances againfl, nor more harfh

than the punifliments for fmuggling, fince the very firft delinquency deteded renders

both body and goods of the culprit liable to confifcation. Notwithftanding this, nothing

is more common than contraband ti-afiic : all alike purfue it : burghers, priefts and
foldiers. Does a veffel arrive ? it inftanily fvvarms with faces utterly unknown, and
whofe only bufinefs is to inform you, that fuch and fuch articles are prohibited, and*
officioufly and out of pure good will to render you the fervice of conveying furrepti-

tioufly on Ihore your boxes of gold lace or other unlicenfed articles of import ; nor pre-

fume to fhew or entertain the leaft miftruft : an infidelity in inftances of this kind is

a matter unheard of, fo readily are all in league to evade a law fo barbarous and
unjuft.

Falfe coining is punifhed by the (lake.

In fhort, every thing is either farmed or othorwife monopolifed, which multiplies not
only the temptation but the necefhry of fmuggling.

The baker of Havannah is obliged to buy a licenfe to profecute his trade, for which
be pays a htindred piafters to government.

Paper, gunpowder, wine, tobacco, all are farmed throughout the whole of Mexico,
and what is ftill more fingular, ftill more odious, the tobacco and cacao grown in one
province are prohibited articles in another. On the miferable, and, verily, moft miferable,

fhores of Yucatan. I have feen the trade for boats, cables, cordage, and even hammocks
exclufively engroffed by farmers under the government.

Thus it is, by erroneous calculations, that the Spanifh government annihilates the com-
merce, the population, and comforts of its fubjects ; hence flow difcouragement, in-

adivity
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aftivity and wretchednefs, the infallible precurfors of weaknefs, uncleanlinefs, dlforders,

and death.

To thefe caufes, no doubt can be entertained, is the endemial leprofy of Carthagena,

mentioned by the Abbe Raynal, to be afcribed. Already has it fpread to the Havannah,

where a leper-fpital has been conftruded for the reception of a hundred and fifty

patients : in this verv fpital are at the fame time admitted fuch as are afflided with

venereal complaints. I made a vifit to it in company with a phyfician of the country,

but confefs the fight filled me with horror, and that I had need of great exertion, and

the prefervative of a flafk of ftrong vinegar, with which I took care to be provided, to

qualify me to fupport the difgufl: by which my fenfes were affailed. The management
of the hofpital is but indifferent, for, though furrounded with walls, the doors are con-

fliantly kept open in the day time, and the fick are perpetually going in and out,

without any reftridtion even from their traverfing the whole of the city.

Though France can boaft of but little commerce with the Havannah, it is mucli to be

apprehended that this frightful malady may eventually be introduced into her colonies;

to effed this but little intercourfe is I'equired, and communication to a certain extent is

continuous. I could not look on a negrefs whom I faw at Port au Prince, and who
was completely covered with an elephantiafis, without fhuddering at once with pity and

horror : I faw the poor wretch, abandoned by her owners, begging through the flreets

and markets, where thoufands of flaves were liable to receive the infeftion ; and cannot

refrain from obferving, that much greater attention than is, ought to be paid to

the prevention of thofe terrible confequences, to which this and fimilar occurrences

might lead.

For want of wells, all the houfes at the Havannah have cifterns. Two of the fquares

are adorned with fountains which ftream forth water conduced by fubterranean chan-

nels from a fmall river, the courfe of which is defended by the Fort del Principe, fothat

an enemy would be unable to cut off this fupply from the city, in cafe of a fiege, without

firft taking the citadel.

The air of the city is generally pure and healthy ; the winds from the north, which

prevail throughout half the year on the coafi, cool the atmofphere to that degree that I

always felt cold at night, and even in the morning, until by ten the fun's warmth dif-

perfed it, raifing the thermometer of Bourbon, to five or fix degrees above the freezing

point.

Already had fix months elapfed fince my arrival at the Havannah, during which I

had inceflantly been tormented with the defire of completing my enterprize : the time

appeared to me in confequence intolerably tedious. I delayed thus long the profecution

of my plan merely to prevent my becoming fufpecled by a people naturally jealous and

mifirudful, and whofe eyes were conftantly upon me: the better to lull fufpicion re-

fpecting the real objed of my refearches, I conftantly affeded the heedleffnefs of a man
intent on harborizing ; but, at length, weary of the ftate of incertitude in which I lived,

and yielding to the impulfe which direded me to Vera Cruz, I began to think ferioufly

of the means of reaching that city.
*

I thought it prudent ftill to ufe ftratagem, and pretending to be aduated by that

volatility and inconftancy of difpofition, oftcntimci with fo little propriety afcribed to

Frenchmen, and which occafionally is fo favourable a cover to deep defigns, 1 feigned

to be overcome with ennui from my long ftay at the Havannah, and the too narrow

limits prefcribcd me as a botanift. I readily obtained belief, and met with commifera-

tion ; and by this trick partly, and partly by a fortunate occurrence of which 1 availed

nivfelf, 1 fuccceded to the height of my wifhes.

II One
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One day Don Manuel Feliz Ruick, the fador of the Afliento company, at whofe
houfe I h;id twice before been to obtain change for fome joes *, enquired if the report

he had heard was true of my being a pupil of Mr. Juflieu. On my fatisfying him in the

affirmative, he informed me that he himfelf had been fecretary to Don Antonio Uloa,

one of the literary charadters difpatched by the King of Spain, in company with our acade-

micians to Peru ; that he had been very intimate with him; and on account of his intelli-

gence and focial virtues, that he had a more tender regard for him than any man alive.

This fubjeft of our converfation gave room for my obferving, that I alfo fhould have been
delighted with an opportunity of viliting Peru ; but that, as my time was limited, and
my means deficient for this purpofe, I Ihould feel much pleafure if any chance fhould

enable me to traverfe Mexico. Don Ruick inflantly tendered me his fervice towards

procuring me the facility of making this journey ; he was already highly interefted in

my favor from my intimacy with Mr. Juflieu, promifed me letters for Don Antonio
Uloa, at that time general of the fleet at Vera Cruz, and generoufly proffered to become
my furety in a bond of a hundred ihoufand dollars.

This, certainly, was a very lucky incident, and a handfome progrefs towards the ef-

feftuationof mydefigns; but this was not all; I yet feared lefl; the governor fliould object

to grant me a paflport, notwithflanding he had promifed he would upon the inclination

I exprefled of feeing a country, in the praife of which he w^s no lefs lavifli than the refl;

of his countrymen, prone to think well of their poflcflions. I perhaps miflrufl:ed him
unjufl:ly, but certainly not without fome grounds for my fear; as, amid the careflfes and
kindnefs I experienced from Don Lues Huit and his lady, I was able to trace a
fund of curiofity, and was fubjefl: to queftions, natural enough in themfelves, and
efpecially fo coming from a woman,

I communicated my doubts to Don Ruick, which he eafily difperfed, and even
promifed to fpeak on the fubjed the fucceeding day, to the Marquis de la Tour.

I now made preparation for my departure, without communicating my intentions to

any one breathing, not even my hoft : the packet for Vera Cruz was to fail in three

days time, and fliort as the notice, I relolved not to mifs the opportunity before me.
rhe next day was Sunday, a day on which the governor holds a levee at his palace.

The fuperior officers, on this occafion, the municipal officers of police and finance,

repair to the palace between the hours often and eleven. The governor grants them
audience, and receives their refpecls in the government hall : it may fafely be faid that

ifthiscuftom efliabliflies, and reminds the courtiers of fubordination, it lefliens the
humiliation which the high fpirited man, lofl in the crowd, muft feel at being obliged to

render homage to individuals undcferving either of affeclion or elleem ; for this levee

alfo furniffies an occafion for foliciting and obtaining trifling favours, and for expediting

aff^airs of little moment which would only tend to perplex or clog thofe particular

audiences held for matters of graver import.

This was the firfl: tiipe of my being prefent at a fimilar audience, and the objeft of
my attending it was to folicit my paflTport ; but finding here Don Manuel Ruick, who
repeated the promife he had made me of fpeaidng himfelf on the fubjeft to the Marquis
de la Tour, I judged it expedient to leave the management of my felicitation with him,,

and withdrew, well fatisfied with the profpefts before me.

In the afternoon the militia cavalry was to be reviewed : I faw the Marquis in company
with Don Luis Huet, and both bent to me with great civility ; this appeared to me o£

* A Portiigu.fe coin value 35s. 2d. the price of Engiiih (landard gold being 37s. lOjd. tiie ounce troy..
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good omen, and I haftened to the government houfe. As I afcended the fteps I met
Don Luis who was leaving the hall, and who enquired if I repaired thither in view of
afking any favor ; I anfwered in the affirmative, informing him of as much as was pro-
per of my defign : upon this he proffered to accompany me to fecond my requeft, at

the fame time adding, he thought his interpofition would not be needed: in confequence
I thanked him for his politenefs, and took my leave of him.

I waited but little ere the governor approached towards me with that benignant look
his features commonly wore, and enquired what my wilhes ? I took the liberty of
reminding him of the promife he had made of granting me a paflport for Mexico ; and
ftated I had come for the purpofe of obtaining it. He gave it me at the inftant, and
without making it dear, as is but too common with his equals, by thoufands of dif-

ficulties and delays ; he merely told me he was fearful I might not eventually meet
with that gracious reception from the viceroy of Mexico which he himfeif defired

;

concluding with wifhing me fuccefs on my voyage. I thanked him for his kindnefs,

and after paying my refpefts withdrew. This excellent man remained a long time in

the veflibule to fee me depart ; and when on the laft ftair of the flight of flcps I turned
again to make my lafl lalutation, I had the fatisfaftion to fee him return it, teftifying

by his features and geflure the intereft he took in my welfare. Men in place ! how
eafy is it for you to engender love and veneration ! whence can you ever choofe to be
diftant, harfh, and rude ?

In pofleffion of my paflport the livelinefs of my joy was proportioned to the in-

quietude I had felt refpefting the pofTibility of my procuring it ; folded in my pocket I

kept it as the deareft treafure, and woe to him fliould dare to ravifli it from my pof-

feflion ! That it might be perfeftly fecure I flew to place it in fafety ; I hafl;ened light

as air to Don Ruick, who gave me his letters for Don Antonio Uloa ; I embraced
him while I aflured him of my devotion and gratitude, and returned to my hod to fup

with a feeling of contentment which defies expreflion. Then only did I fpeak of my
departure : though apparently grieved to lofe me, as he reckoned upon my longer

flay, mine hofl yet condefcended to fliare the joy I expreflfed, and gave me letters for

a merchant at Vera Cruz, and a fettler at Theulchiftan, on the road to Mexico.

I had now to treat for my paflfage : the mailer of the packet would take no lefs than

a hundred hard dollars ; the demand was exorbitant, but it was vain to reafon, his

avarice was inflexible : to all my arguments he oppofed a truly Spanilh phlegm and
gravity, and coolly pocketed my money without once taking his cigar from his mouth.

We were to have failed the following day, but his departure was procraftinated three

days longer, during which I made my farewell vifits.

At length, on the iith March 1777, we went en board, and weighed anchor at

eight in the morning, fainting the city and the feven citadels with one gun.

What then, and at all limes feemed to nie incredible, was the fmall number of vef-

fels in this famous port ; during the fix weeks of my flay I noticed no more than fifteen

of from eighty to two hundred tons, including the packet from Vera Cruz,
and in this laft port, though I remained there afterwards ten weeks, I faw ho greater

number.
With what pleafure, as I left the port, did I contemplate thofe tiers of batteries,

the citadels and forts which line the approaches to the Ilavannah, and the innumerable

mouths of thundering cannon with which they arefurnifhed ! On my arrival I fancied

them all dircded againfl me, all pointed towards the prevention of my fcheme of
obtaining the cochineal infe£t : how much then mufl I not have felt elated ! how grate-

ful the felf-applaufe I enjoyed, at having had the temerity of braving, and the great good
fortune
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fortune of avoiding tlieir terribly menacing rows ! No ; when the Englifli captured

this important place, they experienced no higher fatisfadion at their fuccefs. Like

them, I thought I held the key of Mexico : all future obftacles vaniflied from my fight,

and already I poflefled in idea the precious troafure which 1 fought.

The veflel on board of which I failed was a brig of fixty feet keel, called the Vera
Cruz Packet : it carried four carronadcs, two cannon, and a crew of nine perlons

:

we had fcarccly left the fort before a twelve-oared cutter, rowing towards us, hailed

us on the part of the governor : what was my conflernation ! I inllantly imagined that,

repenting of having fuffered my departure, the marquis had fent orders for my being

relanded : this apprehenfion threw a deadly pale over my countenance, and occafioned

fuch a trembling in my frame that, had I been obferved, I fliould neceflarily have been
taken for a criminal. Dei, dtaqiic ! quam male cjl extra legem viventibus, quidquid

merueruntfcmpcr expedant. 1 was however quit from the panic I experienced : the

miflion of the cutter was merely to deliver letters on the part of the governor for Vera
Cruz.

The {ky was ferene, a favouring wind rippled the eafy fea, and the veffel was an
excellent Aiiler : we kept in with the coaft, (teering as clofe to the weft as poffible,

and at day-fall were already eighteen leagues from the city.

The wind encreafed during the night, and veered from S. W.to E. S. E.: welofl: fight

of land, and by noon on the i2th March were parallel with the Ihoals which bound Cape
Sant Antonio. From the period of our departure we had conftantly run fix knots an
hour with all fails fet. In the afternoon the fea which had been very rough became
more calm, and its furface was entirely covered by thofe molufcze, called by failors,

(galeres) ; we law feveral large trunks of trees which had floated down the MiflifTippi

into the Gulf of Mexico, and which by the currents of the Bahama rtrelghts had been
fped hither. I had before remarked others fimilar on the coaft of Cuba, where they

had been call by a tremendous ftorm from the north : among thefe was one which
exceeded a hundred and twenty feet in length, and of a diameter fo confiderable that,

although on fhore, I was unable to afcend it otherwife than by the branchy end. I

conjeftured from the nature of the knots on the tree that it belonged to the family of
pines of the larch kind : from time immemorial the whole coaft of Vera Cruz has been
covered with them ; and fome are fo completely buried in the fand, which encreafes in

this port daily, that nothing now but the roots are feen. Thefe trees are dangerous,

no doubt, to approach in the night, but they ferve as refting places to an infinite

number of aquatic fowl, who find rich pafturc in the fea, infefts which engender on
them, and the ftiell fi(h, which, as to rocks, faften on the trunks, roots, and
branches.

At fix in the evening we had a dead calm. The whole night long we failed with the

•wind ilack but abaft. At five in the morning of the 13th we were again becalmed,
but a wind arofe with the fun on that as well as on the fucceeding day ; though,
throughout both, notwithftanding we had the wind abaft, and the line fhewed a run
of ten knots an hour, we did not advance an inch : the fea, through which we cut at

a great rate, foamed and broke hard againft the ribs of our Ihip, like where the wheel
of a mill is violently afted upon by a rapid torrent : the vellel bore on the fame tack,

riding very heavily, but with great celerity. We ftill on the 14th continued oppofite

to the fame mountains of Cuba we had feen the night of our departure : in fhorr, we
actually had no change of pofition, a coniequence when the violence of the current is

adverfe, and equivalent to the impetus of the wind. Nothing can be conceived more
vexatious and tirefome than fuch a predicament j fortunately we had good hammocks,

Vol. xui. 5 1? ' .and
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and an excellent table : the ftriftell difcipllne and mod profound filence reigned on

board, and the captain, a prime failor, was at the fame time, thcugh rather taciturn,

extremely obliging. He affured us that for eleven years that he had frequented thefe

feas, he never before experienced currents fo powerful : he added, moreover, that the

worfl months for navigating the gulph are September, Odtober, November, and

December, on account of the prevalence of north winds ; that in June calms are

frequent ; and that the months of June, July, and Auguff, the rainy feaion, are fub-

jed to ftorms and hurricanes : from thefe obfervations I determined on returning, if

poffible, in January, but at any rate, and at furtheft, by Auguft or September.

At length, on the ifth in the morning, after having doubled the fhoals during the

night, we loft fight of land, and by reckoning had alfo doubled Cape Sant Antonio.

At noon the wind had much encreafed : we furled our ftay fails and top gallants, and

direfted our courfe fouth-weft.

From this time we conftantly had the wind either abaft or on the beam, that is to

fay, eaft or fouth-eafl:. On this day I faw Venus, the fun being at that time five degrees

above the horizon. The i6th we were on the bank of Yucatan, in the Gu!f of Mexico :

on founding we met with fine white fand mixed with fiiells, in twenty-three fathoms

water : in the gulf the winds were eaft and fouth-eaft : from ten in the morning they

infenfibly turned to the weftward, and after four P. M. revolved from weft to eaft.

Our line fhewed the run fix knots ; and as we were only a hundred leagues from Vera

Cruz, we hoped, if the wind fliould continue favourable, to reach it in four days.

In the three days preceding we had feen a number of fifli of the phocas tribe, and three

er four hundred porpoifes and fmall phocas fported and rolled about our ftiip, oc-

cafionally preceding it, and feemingly endeavouring the one to outfti-ip the other in

velocity of fwimming, now fpringing to the height of a fathom above the furface, and

falling with a dafhing noife, now advancing in pairs by the fide of the iliip, and ap-

parently careffing each other, while at a diltance their dams were feen, half as large

again as their offspring, feemingly pointing out to them the courfe they ought to take.

How far more pleafing lure the innocent enjoyment of fuch a fcene than amufing one-

felf, as is cuftomary, in puri'uing, harpooning, and deftroyiiig thefe interefting

animals! Fortunately for them our failors had not leifure for luch an aniufement
;

and, feparately from this circumftance, they lived too well to feck lor better fare.

At four P. M. we again heaved the lead, and found thirty fathoms on a bottom of

remarkably white fand.

The 17th, with fimilar ground, we had but twenty fathoms. From midnight till

noon the wind had flacked, and we made only three knots, but on its veering to the

north after mid-day it frefhened fo as to double our fpeed. The Iky, covered with

clouds at fun-rife, became again ferene. We d:ftinguiflied certain white birds, the fize

of a duck, with the end of their wings fringed with black : I iikevvifewife remarked a

pelican, or frigate-bird, with a complete tail : all this announced to us the neighbouri.

hood of land.

During the whole night of the 1 8th the wind blew ftrong : on founding, the lead

fhewed firft twenty-two, then twenty fathoms, with fine blue fand mingled with fhcUs.

We faw a vaft number of porpoifes at ten A. M. At noon the vvind,\vhich had bcca

fouth, changed to fouth-weft, and funk into a calm : we availed ourltlvcs of this to

throw out lines to the bottom of the fea : thefe lines have each a hook attached to

them \\ith about an ounce of bacon, and are precipitated by means of two (hot of a

pound weight : this little exercife is diverting and profiiable : in an hour's time we had

caught two hundred weight of excellent filh : they were of three fpccies, but all of the.

8 perch
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1

JiercTi kind : one denominated the negro, another a beautiful red fardine, the third

with long pedtoral fins.

At four a wind fprung up from the north, and blew from that quarter the whole

night througii, but afterwards reverted to the fouth-eafl; : \vc made fix knots an

hour.

On the 19th we had forty-five fathoms water ; from this we conjcdured we were

but eiglity hagues from Vera Cruz, and that in three days time we might anchor

before the town : this was the «^ />/;« a//ra of our wiflies, but they were not fo fooij

to be gratificxk

In the evening we were becalmed ; the fun on fetting was dimmed by a vapour which,

though it did not eciipfe its light, diniinifhcd the vivacity of its rays : the Iky, as well

as the horizon, wore a gloom prognolticating fomevvhat fad and mournful : from
feven till eleven the wind was north, and our courfe four knots : by two in the

morning it encrcafed to a gale : the fea ran frightfully high : we took in all fails, chained

up the rudder, and left the fhip to the mercy of the waves : a thoufand times did they

deluge the deck of our fragile vefiel, which now rode on their backs, and now was
enveloped by their overtopping fpray.

The whole of the 20th the weather was horrid : never in Europe had I experienced

the like. In thefe feas the winds from the north blow with violence for the fpace of

four-and-twenty hours, after which they abate for thirty more, and ceafe for three

days : they are piercingly cold and very frequent, fo much fo, that it is rare a fortnight

paiTes in thefe regions during the winter without their being felt.

On the 2 1 ft the wind was lefs violent, and veered to the north-weft, the morning
mifty : at noon it blew north-eaft, and for three hours it continued to rain : in the

fpace of eight-and-forty hours we had not advanced twenty leagues, and we yet had
fifty to pafs, which we no longer expected to malce in lefs than three more days.

The night of the 2 2d was rather a bad one : the wind was inceflantly changing from
fouth-weft to fouth-eaft, and, as well as the mift with which we were eight different

times enveloped, was every now and then fucceeded by a dead calm ; the rolling of

the Ihip throughout the day was dreadfully fatiguing. In the morning a poor little bird

of the fize of a wren, but the colour of a green finch, came and roofted on the vcffel

:

it endeavoured, fkimming on the furface of the fea, to fly againft the wind, but, con-

stantly overpowered, returned to us again : others made their appearance, one of

which was taken, the refidue were driven out to fea by the violence of the hurricane.

At one o'clock a butterfly paid us a vifit, and was greeted as jn infallible index of our
nearing the land, a truft to which we gave ourfelves up with pleafing reliance.

At night the unchequered fky was fpread before us in all its magnificence : a dead

calm prevailed, and the rolling of the veffel affctted us exceedingly.

At length, on the 23d, we had fight of land : the captain at firft had doubts, but
thefe were fcon difmilTed : it bore fouth, and we found ourfelves twenty leagues to

leeward of Old Vera Cruz. We fliould by this time have been at the mouth of the

port had my advice been taken, which was, on the 22d, to fail direct before the wind
from the north : what induced me to give this counfel to the captain was a knowledge
that in the Gulf of Mexico the north wind is but of three days duration ; now as that

was then the third, and the regular winds blow from the fouth-eaft, by fteering from
north to fouth at the rifk of over-reaching New Vera Cruz on the 23d, the fouth wind,

which prevails throughout the whole day, would have been favourable to our en-

creafui^ our latitude, ajid recovering the loft way j inftead of which, by being now to

j; F 2 ieewaa-d
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leeward of the port, we had to beat up againft the wind, and could fcarcely hope to

reach the port even on the fucceeding day.

We (leered withm feven points of the wind, and made bat (lender progrefs. The
lands of the coaft we faw are more lofty than thofe of Santo Domingo : they ran weft

and north : at night we were but ten leagues off, and the fight of them diffufed joy

and fatisfaclion through every bread, but, the wind continuing as little favourable as

ever, when within two leagues of land we tacked, and ran all night through to fea.

The fliore we by this means avoided is that of Las Terras Liones, which ftretches to the

mountains of Alvarado, from the midfl of which, of a fugar-loaf form, rifes the vol-

cano Oriffava, which we diftinguifhed the day before, though diftant five-and-forty

leagues, the country had a beautiful appearance, but, for tlie fpace of forty-five

leagues, that is to fay, as far as to Old Vera Cruz, it is, notwithftanding, unpeopled.

The 24th, in the morning, we had made about a league of progrefs : by noon the

wind again came to the eaft, nearly large, and infpirited us with expefliation of entering

Vera Cruz on the fucceeding day : at four it frefhened from the north-eafl : at fix

abated : by eight we diftinguiflied the reefs in the vicinage of the port : we fired a gun,

and immediately after diftinguiflied a light, which we conjedured to be from thecaftle

of Saint John de Uloa, and we anfwered it by a light at our main-rop-gallant, and

fired a fecond gun ; we then perceived a fecond light, prefumed from the (hip of the

admiral of the port. I thought it advifable another gun ihould be fired, but was fearful

of com.municating my opinion to the captain, mindful how little attention had been paid

to my former obl'ervation : no doubt had a third gun been fired the major of the fleet,

who in a galley with thirty men on board had left the port in fearch of us, would not

have milled his way.

We however made fome way, but with little fail fet, and conftantly founding : the

fathoms indicate the paffage into the port, for the i-eefs by which it is bounded render

it very difficult of accefs.

At ten at night we were boarded by two boats, each with thirty men on board, fur-

nifhed with cables for mooring us, and with anchors and grapplings in cafe of need :

they enquired afccr the major of the port, whom they expeded to find with us, as he

had failed before them.

They towed us along by dint of oars, favoured by a light wind : we threaded the

tortuous labyrinth of the entrance, through which at length, by midnight, we reached

the port.

We anchored under the cannon of the fhip belonging to the captain of the port

;

itfelf at anchor a half cable's length from the caftle. All night long it rained ; and we
were exceedingly incommoded by the hot and moift atnaofphere of this climate, as alfo

by the vapours from land.

At five in the morning I was preparing to land, when the major of the fleet joined

us : this gentleman was Don Pedro de Verthuizen, with whom it will be feen I after-

wards was on terms of clofeft intimacy : at this inftant I paid but little attention to him ;

for, judging after the French manner, I efteemed him from the old coat he wore,

covered by a rufty furtout, to be no better than a ferjeant of marines : he requefted

my paffport, which I gave him, and he kept, and I obtained permifllon to go on

fhore.

Uneafy in extreme refpedting the reception I fliould meet with here, I put my bag-

gage into the boat, and traverfcd the port : on landing at a jetty about ten fathoms

broad, and a hundred in length, which terminates at one of the gates of the city, I

found
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found there a numerous guard, contadors, officers of the port, and a muhitudc of

curious idlers. It was requifitemy trunlcs Ihould be opened, but they were very loofely

examined ; as foon, however, as thcv came to my books they rcfufed to let them pals

before a permit for that purpofe fliould be obtained from the vicar-j^eneral of the iu-

quifition : I huftened to him, and found liim a little old man with the air of a perfect

faint, mounted on a chair near a table, and recitinf^ his breviary. He held out to me
his hand to kifs ; tor my part, but little accuftomed to a ceremony of this kind, and
not aware at the inllant of his intention, I fliook it in a cordial manner. He requefled of

me a catalogue of my books : I anfwcred, that they merely confilled of works relative to

phyfic and natural hiltory, fuitable to a medical man and a botanifl, and were fo few in

number that I had made out no catalogue of them : he was fatisfied with my anfwer,

and the bare meniion of the names of the authors, and immediately gave me a licence

for their entry.

Inftantly the gates were opened to me, I waited on Don Thomas Taxuena,
for whom my hod: at the Havannah, Don Bernardin Liagotera, had given me letters :

the merchant of Vera Cruz appeared to feel perplexed at this recommendation, and
informed me that he had no other knowledge of Liagotera than what was derived

from certain commercial intercourfe ; and I fet him much at his eafe by informing him
that, for the prefent, all that I expefted from him was the kindnefs of indicating to

me fome good inn. He pointed out to me one oppofite to the gate of Mexico, which
I afterwards learnt was the bed in the town ; but, after this remark, what will be
thought of the refl; when I make known that the only furniture of my apartment con-

fided of a table four feet by three, and that two benches fix feet by three, formed the

only bed, worthy, indeed, of a Spanilh gentleman. As for mattrefles, chairs, looking-

glalfes, &c. all thefe no doubt are regarded either as fuperfluities, or conveniences of
too extravagant a nature.

As foon as I had fafely depofited my effects in this charming apartment, I repaired

to the general of the fleet, Don Antonio Uloa : at his gate I found a guard of ten

men : his fecretary introduced me into a large hall with furniture of very ancient date,

and announcing me as a gentleman who brought letters from Don Manuel Feliz Ruick,
a little man, at mod but four feet ten inches high, fpeedily made his appearance,

drefled in an old jacket of nankeen, with filver buttons, grey-headed, and his hair

without either powder or pomatum, tied and hanging over his fhoulders ; his coun-
tenance was bad, but his looks extremely mild and affable, and his eyes lively : a little

diamond crofs, fufpended from a button-hole, befpoke a man of rank. Such was Don
Antonio Uloa : I faluted him as I prefented my letters : thefe explained the objed of
my journey, and intrcated his adidance to obtain a paffport for me to Mexico : he
read them attentively

;
promifed immediately to write on my behalf to the viceroy,

and advifed me to write at the fame time myfelf. He invited me to be a frequent vifitor

at his houfe and table, admonifhing that dinner was regularly fcrved at half pad one,
and infided on my dining with him that very day to begin ; finally, he caufed me to

be prefented to the governor by the major of the fleet, whom I recognized for the

fame perfonage who had denianded my paflport.

On repairing to the governor's, Major Don Pedro de Verthuizen was fo kind as to

tell me my acquaintance would be very, agreeable to him : to this compliment I made a
fuitable reply, and I had full occafion to prove it perfectly fincere.

Don Fernan Palacio, governor of Vera Cruz, was a very different charafter to the
general of the fleet: his four looks, his rough tone of voice, and rude fpeech, predifpofed

one againft him at once. He readily granted me permiffion to refide at Vera Cruz,

and
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and botanize in his government ; but refufed to return my paffport, which the genera!

recommended me to aflc for; and at my departure pretended even it was miflaid. I

afterwards learnt that he afl'umed the governor of the Havannah had no pri\ ilege to

grant fimilar paffports, and intended to avail himfelf of mine, to his difcredit, for which
purpofe he was fo obftinate in refufing it me.

I left him much chagrined at the reception I met with : it however occafioned me
the lefs furprife on learning, as I did afterwards, that he was on unfriendly terms with

Don Uloa.

The next day the general did me the honour of introducing me to Dona Fuiana de

Boutilloz, the lady of the late intendant. She was a woman of fifty, who iiad been a

perfeft beauty, and flill retained traces of her former charms : her lively and natural

Sow of wit, and her noble and open character, endeared her to every one. Thb'recom-
mendation of the general was undoubtedly of ufe, tor that very day flie offered me
repeatedly her fervice. La cafa es a iijied, my houfe is yours, (lie feveral times ob-

ferved, and that in a manner fo cordial as perfuaded me of her fincerity. She after-

wards prefented me to her daughters, and informed me that the youngeft was on the

point of marriage with M. de Verthuizen ; in fliort, flie iofifled upon my becoming as

one of the family. At the inftant her fon made his appearance Don Juan de Boutilloz,

a captain of the regiment of the crown. Soon as fhe faw him,- " Hither, my
fon," {he exclaimed, beckoning him, " here is a gentleman from your own country."

This young man, in fadl, had been educated in France, and had all the amenity peculiar

to our youth. Such qualifications endeared him but more to his mother, who was as

partial to the a£livity, politenefs, and tolerant principles of the French, as difgufted

with the idlenefs, want of nicety in drefs, and the fanaticifm of the Spaniard.

Young Boutilloz w'as foon on terms of clofefl; intimacy with me : he afted as inter-

preter between me and all the family, and efpecially the ladies his fifters, who were

conftantly exafting French fongs from me. I tranflated for them the romance of Ber-

quin,at which they were foftened even to tears ; and I made hence the conclufion that

this little piece is truly as excellent as individually it appeared to myfelf, obferving the

effeft it had on fenfible minds, though foreigners.

Some days after, at the fame houfe, I met with M. de Ferfen, fon of the lieutenant-

general of that name : he advanced towards and embraced me, enquiring news from

Paris, where he was born : he added that, being apprized of the arrival of a Frenchman
in the country, he had for three days wandered in fearch of me, with all the anxioufnefs

natural to a fellow countryman. When we left the houfe, the lady of it was fo oblig-

ing to ftate, as M. de Ferfen kiffed her hand, that as we were both Frenchmen we
ought not to be fcparate, and that it was a province he ought to fill, the bringing me
with him, and rendering me partaker of thofe moments of recreation he occafionally

paflTed at her houfe.

This amiable youth led me to his houfe, where I found M. Duparquet, a gentleman

from Dauphiny, as well as himfelf a captain in the Corps de Genie. They made me
ftay dinner; and here I was not a little furprifcd at finding our beverage cooled with ice,

nor lefs at learning that this enjoyment, ample compenfationfor a thoufand privations

experienced here, is obtained for a trifle at Vera Cruz : daily eight mules, relieved at

regular ftages, arrive at this city laden with frozen fnow from the mountain Oriflava,

dillant about forty leagues. By this plan a pound of ice is obtained for a real of plate,

and ice creams a I'anana, or a la fapotilla, four times as large as in Paris tbofe charged

fourteen fous, may be had for an equal funx.

The
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The dinners given by the lady of the intendant were ferved up equally well In town

as in the country, and what tended to render them the more grateful to me, the

cookery and ftylo were French.

In parties, formed by the individuals noticed, I fpent my leifure hours ; but my bo-

tanical excurfions were not forgotten : they occupied daily the interval between four

and ten in the morning.

In the earliefl: of my walks I found the convolvolus jalappa of Linne. I gathered

as many feeds of it as I was able, pulled up fevcral roots, and had them verified by the

druggids of Vera Cruz, who, without knowing whence they came, pronounced then^

the real jalap : their opinion, as it conformed with the defcription of Miller, convinced

me of this plant being the true jalap of Mexico. I prefented feeils of it to the general,

and with them a root weighing five-and-twenty pounds : he caufed it to be planted in

a box, for the purpofe of tranfporting it to Europe, and enquired if it was common in

the environs of Vera Cruz : nothing however could equal his furprizc, when I informed

him that, if he was anxious for fuch a meafure, I could engage to freight the veffel with

it, that bore his flag from the exclufive produce of the vicinage. Such is the idlenefs,

the ignorance of this people, that they give three reals * a pound for this root at Ja-

lappa t, while they might have it for a quartetto at Vera Cruz, if they would but

take the pains to colled it.

A difcovery like this rendered me famous throughout the city : I was looked upon
as a mofl: extraordinary character in thus being able to difcover a treafure in the very

cuftody of thofe who were ignorant ot its value. The efteem this gave me was grate--

ful ; and the good difpofuion ot the people generally towards me, which my difcovery

occafioned, I endeavoured to maintain and augment, not only by the earneftnefs of my
ftudy of nature, which was no irklbme talk, but a!fo by a fpecies of quarkery, which

I reckoned ferviceable tov/ards concealing my definitive projefts. Whether in the

fields or in the ftreets I conftantly had plants in my hand, and either employed myfelf

in obferving them through a magnifying glafs, or in diiTefting them with niceft care.

My room was overfpread with papers, covered with plants, and my tables with phials

and boxes containing feeds.

This policy indeed was requifite to form an excufe for my cuftoms, and the walks I

undertook, v/hich elfe had been looked upon as purely vulgar ; for the pride and
vanity of the Spaniards was not a little fliocked at leeing me journeying on foot every

morning the diftance of four or five leagues, loaded with a port-folio, and attended

merely by a fingle negro, who carried my books, a hatchet, a mattock, and my break-

fad.

1 fucceeded even beyond my wiflies in conciliating the admiration of every rank, and
was known by no other denomination than the French phyfician. The failors and
foldlers laid in wait for me to ailc advice for their complaints; at firR, with the bed
intentions, I prcfcribed remedies ; but when this became irkfome to me, from their

repetition and intemperance, 1 got rid of them by charging the caufe to themfelves.

The conftant diforders to which thefe folks are fubjedl: are a permanent fpafm, occa<.

fioned and maintained by the practice of fmoklnjj; tobacco, and the brandy and rum
which they take without nioderation : in confequence, I prolcribed the uie of thefe

* From i8d. to lod. (lerling.

t A town twelve lea.Tues from Vera Cruz, at the back of a mountain, and hindfomely bui'lt : here that
famuus lair Is held ordinarily of four months duration, at which the iiiterdiange of the produce of
Europe and America takes place.

articles^
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articles, and forbade the applicants coming again to mc for advice until after an abfti-

nence of three days : the prefcription fpecdily difguflcd them, and they came to me
no more ; (till 1 conflantly liiw and noticed them pointing me out to their companions,

with figns of great refpeft. A number of other perfons, tradefpeople and individuals,

of whom I had no knov.dedge, followed my ftcps with their eyes, and exclaimed with

a kind of wonder, " Do but fee that Frenchman, why he is going to Medelina on
foot !" Unhappy people, fo corrupted by eafe and idlenefs were they, that thefe ex-

cu/fions, delightful to me, appeared to them infupportable j nay, to fuch a pitch is

their inertnefs carried, that their meaneft fervants cannot go a quarter of a league

without requiring a horfe, nor enter a wood, till cafed in leather to preferve their ikin

from mufquitos.

La Medelina is a hamlet fix leagues from Vera Cruz, whither it is common to refort

in order to bathe in the river of that name. The fpot itfelf has nothing to recommend

it but its happy fite, which draws thither many of the inhabitants of Vera Cruz. The
bathing feafon begins in May ; for the houfes they are but wretched huts, almoft loft

in the afpiring grafs ; and for refrefliments, fcarcely is there a fowl or an egg to be

had for money. Here, however, I part two days in the moft agreeable manner, in

company with the general of the fleet and uhe family of the intendant's lady.

But it is time now I fliould give fome idea of Vera Cruz.

This city Hands in the Gulf of Mexico, on the margin of the fea, in a fandy and

barren plain. Not the flighteft culture embellifhes its neighbourhood : on the fouth

infedious exhalations from ftagnant marflies contribute to render it exceedingly un-

healthy. On the north, where, from the arid fand, fait in cryftals may conftantly be

coUeded, is the road to Mexico, which for feven or eight leagues runs parallel to the

fea. On the weft downs of fand, ejeded by the waves, obflrud the view of all but the

loftieft trees.

In proportion as this fand,heaped up by winds from the eaft and north, becomes dry,

it is again difperfed by the fame winds, and thrown forward, either into the town, fo

as to cover all the houfes, or farther inland : to this circumftance are to be attributed

the downs by which it is furrounded. Whirlwinds, by raifing this fand, occafionally

obftrucl the fight, and render breathing difficult.

Beyond this fandy plain and the mountains by which it is enclofed, are woods full

of wild beafts, and meadows covered with flocks.

Vera Cruz is built in a femi-oval form: its largeft diameter along 'the fea-fiiore iriea-

fures from fix to I'even hundred fathoms. It is furrounded merely by a wall or parapet

fix feet high by three broad, furrounded by a pahfade of iron-wood in bad con-

dition. This wall, at intervals, is flanked by fix indifferent baftions, or fquare towers,

twelve feet high by twenty each fide, fome of them terraflcd, but th-; reit empty; the

wall has neither ditch, counterlcarp, nor any outward work. On the fea-fhore, on the

fouth-eaft and north-weft of the tow', are two redoubts, or rather terraffed baftions,

more regular than the others, with a cavalier, and a battery of cannon : the entrance

into the port is commanded by thefe baftions.

The whole of t!ie houfes are of ftone. The lime which mixed with fand forms the

cement, is obiained from madrepores, drawn up from the bottom of the fea ; as for the

ftone for the houfes, it is brought from Campechy. M. L'Abbe' Raynal, led into

error no doubt by the information he received refpefling this city, defcrlbes it as being

built of wood, but I have the evidence of my fcnfes for the contrary, and the engineers,

to whom I ihcv/ed the palfage in his philofophical hiftory, affurcd me that the wholp

place did not contain a fingle wooden houfe : it cannot even be affirmed that fuch ever

5 was
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was the nature of its ftrudure, as I have fcen at leafl: twenty houfes, mayorafgas*, which

have laid in ruins lor fifty years, the whole of the walls of which were of mafon's worksj

I however imagine that perfons have been induced to commit an error thus grofs in

their defcription from noticing the heavy and maflivc balconies of wood which entirely

furround the houfesas at the Havannah, and which principally exciting and engrofllng

their attention, will have raufed them to make the ftatement they have done.

The houlcs are neither built with greater regularity nor are they more elegant tljan

thofe of the Havannah, but the flreets are wider and lefs clofe: they are ftraight, per-

fedly well paved with pebble, level, and well kept, which contributes to their neatnefs,

and gives them the better appearance.

The only remarkable buildings are the churches ; like thofe of the Havannah, they

are rich in filvcr plate, as arc the houfes in porcelaine, and other furniture from China:

in this confiils the whole of the luxury of the inhabitants, for they are fo temperate

that chocolate and fweetnieats conftitute almofl; the whole of their food.

Vera Cruz has thi-ee gates, that of La Medclina, that of OrilTava, and that of Mexico.

Its only inhabitants are a (lender garrifon, the agents of government, failors, and a

certain number of merchants, or rather faQors, for the vanilla, anifeed, and cochineal,

which could not be exported by the galeons, the chief commerce for European goods

being tranladed at Jalapa, iron only excepted ; which is taken from Vera Cruz. This

collective population may amount to from fix to feven thoufand perfons, among whom
if the governor be excepted, the adminiltrators and the oflicers belonging to the land or

fea fervice, there are very few you can vifit on fecial terms.

The men are, generally fpeaking, lofty minded and proud ; either from this being

the fpecific character of their nation, or owing to their exceflive wealth in a country

where gold rtamps fo much value on its poficiTort. They comprehend trade very well,

but here, as elfewhere, their natural indolence, and their rooted habits, and fuperltition,

render them irremediably averfe from labour. Inceffantly are they feen with their

chaplets and relics on their arms and round their neck: their houfes are filled wah
llatues, and paintings of faints ; and their life is a feries of devotional praftices.

The women live reclufe in their apartments above flairs, to avoid being feen by

flrangers ; though it is by no means difficult to perceive that, but for the reltridioiis

impofed on them by their hufbands, they would be far more eafy of accefs. Whenever
they go abroad it is conflantly in a carriage, as I have before noticed is the cafe at the

Havannah ; and as for thofe who have no carriage they are wrapped up in a large

cloak of filk, which covers them from head to heel, and has merely a fmall opening on

the right to enable them to fee their road. Within doors they wear over the fliift

nothing but a fmall filk corfet, laced with a gold or filvcr cord : the whole art of drelV-

ing their hair is confined to braiding it, turning it up, and faltening it on the top of the

head. Still, though fo fimple their drefs, they wear a gold necklace, bracelets at the

wrift of the fame metal, and at their ears pendants of emeralds of greatcft value, fo true

is the obfervation, that fafliion and a tafte for luxury is prefcribed by no rule ! Gens-

rally fpeaking, the fair in this city are not handfome ; for however rich their drefs they

{hew a deficiency of grace and fancy, and, under an apparent referve, are ftrongly in-

clined to lafcivioufnefs.

The only amufements are the negeria, a fort of cofiee-houfe, whither the genteeler

fort repair to take ice-creams, and fome imitations of bull-fights lor the vulgar j unlefs

* Noble eftatcs which devolve in the male line ad perpeluitatem.

f At Vera Cni/ are feven or eight lioufen of commerce, in every one of which might be found a mi'lton

of pcfus-fueites (225,000!.)

VOL. xin. 5 G indeed
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indeed under this denomination be comprized the proceflions and flagellations of the
holy week, a period at which I arrived at Vera Cruz.

Twenty times during this week was I called to my window by the clinking of chains.

What a fhocking fpeftacle prefented itfelf! now a penitent in a woman's drefs, in a
petticoat and body of linen cloth of a flate colour, with arms extended and faftened

tightly in an horizontal pofition, his back and (houlders fupporting feven old fwords
fuch as are ufed for figns by our armourers, and whofe points collefted in a (luffed pad
preffed en the os coccis, his legs loaded with chains and iron weights, and in

this garb marching flowly along through the city, and paying his devotional vifits

to every church.

An inftant after this miferable objeft was fucceeded by another mafk, likewife in a

woman's drefs, but in white muflin and naked to the waift, a handkerchief covering

the bofom, the legs loaded with chains, but the hands left at liberty. This penitent in

the left hand held a crucifix, and in the right a rough whip with which at every hundred
fleps he lacerated his (houlders and reins till ftreams of blood ran from the wounds,
and crimfoned the petticoat he wore.

Ifi the fpace of a week I reckoned not lefs than eighty ma(ks of this defcrlption.

The proce(rions prefent nothing more attradlive : every chapel has its patron faint

modelled in wax, of the natural fize, but of frightful afped, which is carried on a litter

by eight men who are relieved at intervals : all are drelTed in women's apparel, the

petticoat, the corfet, and the ma(k of all are fimilar ; that is to fay, of linen cloth of a

bluilh (late colour. They hold thofe exhibitions in fuch efteem that penitents are to be
feen thus accoutred all day long, nay, even from the evening before, the next and the

following day.

Aihong thefe proce(fions is one which, on account of the objeft of it, is deferving of

mention : it was inftituted on occafion of a fund of fix thoufand piafters, eftabhlhed to

portion off annually four poor marriageable girls ; but by an abufe too common, the lot

now falls, by means of connivance, very often on thofe in eafy circumftances, and at

times on children of feven or eight years of age ; and while the objeft of the inftitutors

of this benevolent charity was the folace of mifery, and the inculcation into thefe future

mothers of children, of a fpirit of religion and a modeft deportment, the intent of the

ceremony appears rather to be the inftilling into their minds a tafte for expenceand a

love of frivolity. The chofen parties are conducted to church in fuperb carriages

covered with cloth of gold or filver, trimmed with magnificent lace, and adorned
with the richeft pearls and diamonds, which opulent ladies take pride in lending

for the occafion. A fquire, or a kind of fponfor, one of the mod refpetlable perfons in

the city, gives the female his hand, and leads her, as in triumph, in the procelfion which
follows the nuptial blefiing. During my (lay I twice witnelTed this celebration ; but

out of the eight elefted I certainly would have refufed to have taken feven for

fervants.

Fronting Vera Cruz, at the diftance of four hundred fathoms, is an iflet on which
the caftle of St.John de Uloa is built, the fire of the batteries of which cover and de-

fend the town : this fort, long after its ilrft ere£lion, was (trengthened by more regular for-

tifications: it is a parallelogram, compofed of four large baftionsand three demi-lanes, with

ditches, counterfcarp, covered way, palilTades and glacis from the fouth-weft to the fouth-

eaft, where the iflet is daily encreafing, owing to the accumulation of fand, (hells, and

madrepores : on the fouth the port forms a fuificient ioSe, as the (hip of the captain of

the port is anchored at half-cable length from the rampart, which has an elevation of

from thirty-five to forty feet. Nevcrthelefs, to prevent a landing, and the approach of

boats
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boats under cover of the cannon, the whole of the curtain, which Is bare, as well as of
the flanks of the two baftions bearing on the port, are fraized with flakes of a remark-
ably hard wood, as black as ebony, which (harpened, and rifing a foot and a half out
of the water, hinder any vefl^cl approaching within mufquet (hot.

Here are three-hundred pieces of cannon carrying balls of from twelve to thirty-fix

pounds. Still the place is not impregnable, fpite of the reefs which bound it on one
iide, and the fort by which on the other it is defended ; and in this opinion I was con-

firmed by the cafual glance of a French engineer with whom I converfed on thefubjed
;

for while he fupported the contrary, he call his eyes towards the fouth-eaft, where in

fa£l is a landing-place of much lefs length from the fort than the principal one, and ofl'

which veflels ailailing would not fo long be expofcd to the fire of the batteries which
crown the fort from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, and might even anchor under the

curtain, a veftige of ancient fortificr.tions raifed very high, the fire from which would
hence be of no avail.

A fquare tower fixty feet high above the rampart, or the ballion of the fouth-eaft fide,

commands the city, the port, the whole road, and the entire vicinage, and ferves for

exhibiting fignals, which are repeated by the ftiip of the captain of the port. I afcended
this : on the firft ftory is a terrace, on which is a battery of four brafs twenty-four

pounders, with a corps de garde of ten men. On the laft ftory is a centinel who is

relieved every half hour, and gives advice of all he obferves ; and from his account it is,

verified by the corporal of the guard, that the fignals are made. At the time I was there

there was but one battalion in garrifon, with one company of artillery, and about a
thoufand convids employed on public works.

The port of Vera Cruz is clofcd by this caftle and the iflet on which it ftands.

From forty to fixty ftiips of war and a hundred merchant fliips may anchor here in from
four to ten fathoms. The reefs which furround it as far as the Ifland of Sacrifices,

towards the fouth-eaft and the north-eaft, break the waves, and render it fecure againft

winds blowing from the intervening points ; but to winds from the north-eaft to the
weft-north-weft the port is expofed, and the north wind, which blows with great violence,

frequently drives fhips from their moorings and cafts them on ftiore. To this road
however, it is, the only one in th^ gulph of Mexico, that all fliips laden with goods for

Mexico repair, and hence alfo is remitted to Europe the precious metals and mer-
chandize rendered in exchange by thefc cxtenfive countries.

Seen from the caftle the city prefents a very handfome appearance. On the fouth it

has a natural meadow, which forms an agreeable promenade except in the rainy feafon,

when it is overflowed by a rivulet which forms a niarfli at about a mile from the town,
and furniflies the city with water ; as, however, the rivulet is not the produce of a fpring,

but arifes from filtrations from the neighbouring downs which collect and form a
marfliy pond, the water is neither frcfli nor palatable, whence that is preferred by the
inhabitants during the rainy feafon which is kept in cifterns in the caftle ; but in dry
weather, when the water is filtered through a greater depth of fand, and confequently

more purified, it is conduced to the city by means of a ftone aqueduft.

Though this rivulet can boaft but little depth of water it neverthelefs nouriflies

caymans (alligators) from feven to eight feet long. I have myfelf frequently

traced their footfteps, and even feen them plunge into the pool ; but they are by
no means dangerous.

Vera Cruz has but one fuburb, which is very fmall, and lies fouth-eaft of the town.
It contains two chapels, a bowling-green, and fome few gardens ; but thefe are in bad
cultivation, and without any ornaments. The lemon, the palm-cabbage, and a few cocoa-

5^2 trees
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Irets are all the produ£tive ones that are feen: a bombax or cotton-tree with red flowers,

the azaderach or bead-tree, and piftachio trees (plumaria) with red, white and yellow blol-

foniF, are the only trees pleaftng to the eye: hence the city is rendered fo dull, and fterile

of aipeft, that but for the meadow on the fouth which i'erves as a refort for carriages,

and (he verdure of which recreates the eye. Vera Cruz would be one of the mofl: tire-

fome refidences in the univerfe. Fortunately nature, fo niggard of her boons in the

vegeiabl: kingdom, has compenfated in the animal by a large difplay of bounty. The
city and furrounding country fwarm with birds, whofe various plumage and enlivening

fong, at once delight the eye and charm the ear. The flreets of Vera Cruz abound in

innumerable flocks of magpies of three diiferent fpecies, all of them of a jet black : the

fmalltft is of the fame fize, as lively, and as numerous as our fparrows, but lefs noify,

and lefs troublefome ; the fecond, of the fize and colour of our blackbird, refembles it

fo much as often to deceive one as to its fpecies ; the third, called in our colonies bout

de tcbae, is a kind of parrot. Thefe three fpecies of birds are remarkably tame, and

highly entertaining by their different antics : they never attack ihe feeds of plants, but prey

on infects and the dung of mules, horfes, &c. Larger than thefe three fpecies fucceeds

the vultur aurea, fo well defcribed by Mr. Jaquin : the name of this animal would induce

a fuppofuion of its being formidable ; it is however one of the lead daring and moll

ftupid of all the birds of prey, and never pounces on any thing alive : it is of the fize of

a turkcy.polt,and much refembles it by its brown colour, and bare head, covered with

a carunculated fl^ni, and it has juft fuflicient courage to fteal and fly away with pieces of

meat from kitchens ; for this purpofe it lays in ambufli until nobody is at hand, when it

feuds fwift and lightly in at the door or window, fnatching up whatever chances to be in

its way, and flies out at the oppofite openings. Its moft aflured reliance is however on

the fewers, the flaughter-houfes, and the chance of the country ; occafionally it is feen

partaking with dogs, when thefe happen not to be very hungry, the carcafe of a mule.

The tropillot (thus the Indians denominate our vulture) is inceffantly eating, and when
at length full, fleeps by the carrion, nor leaves it till it picks the very bones. I have on

a morning feen a dead mule lying in the road, and at night noticed only the flceleton

remaining, though on the land where it laid, I could not diicern the minutefl: trace of the

footllep of a dog ; the carcafe confequently mull have been devoured by vultures : this

bird is fo little timid that it will fcarcely trouble itfelf to remove from the way of a

palTenger, but, at the the fame time, it is fo fearful when caught, that it inflantly

difgorges the contents of its craw, which forms a refource for its enemy the frigate-

bird, a fpecies of pelican.

The tropillot is eafily taken, rifcs but to a fmall height from the ground, and the

fcent of a piece of meat takes from it all inclination to fly away : if, then, this bird be

purfued, all it relies on for efcape is its legs, when it is eafily run down : the cooks and

children then amufe themfelves with it, and after fafl;ening tight round its wing a little

bell, a bladder, or a ribbon, releafc it again ; for the Spaniards, more humane than

Frenchmen, take no pleafure in deflroying fife. We know very well that, inflead of the

flocks which now enliven the air, if Vera Cruz were peopled by the former nation, not

a bird in time would be feen. El tomarjll, enjoyment of funfliine, fo much the delight

of Spaniards, appears to be not lefs grateful to thefe birds. To witnefs the feeming

pleafure they receive from the prefence of the god of day, they fhould be feen at fun-

rife, as, at the lummit of a tree, or the top of a fleeple, they fimultaneoufly, or in

fuccefllion, extend their wings, and keep in this attitude to receive on every part its warm-
ing rays, and again when they rife in air at noon, and Ikim over the town in fwarms,

which almoft oblcure the iky.

Ott
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On the margin of the fea, fl<imming inccffantly over the waves and the fiiore, is fecn

a fpecievS of larus or gull, which has the gait and flight of a hiipe, but which is Icarcely

half its fizi-', and of a greyifh blue plumage. Does z temporal make its appearance,

or a (hark leek its prey in the port, inftantly fwarnis of little fifh, fnaller than our

gudgeons, throw themfelves out of the water on to the fands ; tiien does this little

gull, after a mofl annifing fpectacle, as it pounces down with the rapidity of lightning

from the regions of air, rifes again, and repeats this evolution inceflantly for the

fpace of a quarter of an hour: I once had the curiofity to reckon the delcents of one
of thefe little birds : in the lapfe of fcven minutes, I counted eighty : it is indeed true

that its extreme impatience oftentimes caufes the lofs of its prey, but nothing can be
conceived more admirable than its excellent manageinent and dexterity in feizing

the fifli at the furface of the water without even moiflening its wing.

The buoys in the fea, and the bowfprits of the vcflels in the port, are covered with

onocrotali, (the tantalus of Linne, the tree-pelican of America), the pelican with

a large craw, denominated by Linne the true pelican, boobies, and ducks of every

fpecies.

On fhore the rivulets and marflies are inhabited by fwarms of fpoon-bills, four fpecies

of ftorks, as many of divers and coots, and fnipes more than twice the fize of thofe

which are feen in Europe.

The meadows are covered with beautiful flarlings of a black colour, with the flioulders

and half the wing a blood red.

On the bufhes and hedges the male and female cirrls or heron, appear to form
three fpecies, equally rare in their kind : the male from the fplendid hues of its

plumage, and the female from the blue mantle which forms itsfummer garb, and which
in winter changes to grey. Here too is feen the cardinal of as bright and fhining a red
as that of Louillana, its fong, not fo varied nor fo melodious as that of the nightingale,

is yet as powerful and as bold. Here a lark, of the fize and colour of the wit-wall or

golden thrulh, but more handfomely feathered, and of fweeter fong than our European
lark ; the ramphaflas, toucan or American goofe, whofe beak marked with yellow

and black, is longer than its body from head to tail : honey-fuckers or humming birds,

(trochili) of all colours and of various fize : one fpecies of them which foars aloft ia

air, finging like the rifmg lark, has its head and belly, which it proudly difplays,

of a fcarlet colour ; in another fpecies it is of the mofl fplendid azure.

In the woods arc found a kind of partridge as large as, and of plumage much
refembling that of our guinea fowl ; another fpecies no larger than quails ; craces or
hocos of two fpecies with crops and crefts of the colour of wax, as large as turkeys,

and truly a royal difli
;
green perroquets, no larger than fparrows ; aras or arara-

coyas ; Amazonian perroquets of a green and yellow hue ; four kinds of turtle-doves,

in which clafs is that fpecies denominated ortolans by the colonifts of Sant

Dom.ingo.

Vaft numbers of bulls and cows, almofl in a wild flate, rove through the forefls

;

a fpecies of rabbit makes thefe likewife its haunt ; it is fmaller, but in iw greater plenty,

than with us. Bucks and does, more than two feet high, are here lb common that

venifon~ is fold in the markets at only three reals the pound. Tortoifes are very

numerous ; land-crabs too, as large as a man's head, which leave the forefls for the

town, penetrate into the houfes, and climb into the granaries ; another fpecies is met
with fo audacious that when furprifed, inftead of attempting to cfcape, raifed on two

claws, it defends itfelf with the others. A kind of Iquirrcl much larger than ours, and

perfedly of an afli colour, is another inhabitant of the fylvaii kingdom, with ignans

or
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or lizards, which grow to the prodigious fize of two feet in length, by ten inches

in breadth, and furnifh an exquifite difh for thofe not affedled with venereal com-
plaints.

Finally, the fea fwarms with fifh of mofl delicious flavour, which are fold almofl: for

nothing in the markets.

Such are the riches I remarked in this country, where my flay was limited to but

one feafon, and where on this account, and owing to the important obje£t of my
million, I was enabled to purfue my remarks to no greater length ; fuch are the

objefts it prefents, fo worthy of the curiofity of a naturalift, and fo well calculated

to render interefting a fojourn at Vera Cruz.

Though the general aflured me that the country produced rattlefnakes, I met with

none, whether my deviations were along the marlhes fides, or whether I ftrolled

through the woods ; but every where was I peftered with gnats (maringovins) muf-
quitos, and chicos or karapattas : had I ever the misfortune to brufh with my cloaths

the branch of a tree, or any herbage, I was inllantly covered with thefe infects : the

drefs of the centaur NelTus, that fo fatal prefent of Dejanira to Alcides, had not a

prompter or more tormenting eSeQ. than the intolerable itching occafioned by the bite

of this laft tribe of infefts : they penetrate in an inftant through wool and filk, and the

Spaniards, in order to preferve themfelves from the torture they occafion, are con-

ftantly accuflomed to clothe themfelves in pantaloons of Oriflava leather, and boots,

and never venture through woods, except where they crofs the roads they have to

pafs. What however is extraordinary, this fpecies of tinea or wood-loufe (the kara-

patta) is only found in the neighbourhood of the fea, the interior of the country, ten

leagues inland, being free from its tormenting perfecution. Thefe infefts at firft oc-

cafioned me dreadful fuiferings. Three or four times on my botanical excurfions, was I

obliged to pull off my breeches and boots, and fcrape them off me with a knife ; on
reaching my lodgings, I was ufed to ftrip in hafte and throw all my drefs into water,

and found full employment during a couple of hours, in wafhing myfelf, and feparating

with a pen-knife thefe tiniae from my Ikin ; thefe are truly the dragon, multiplied to

infinity, which guards the fruit of the Hefperides.

I had now been fix weeks at Vera Cruz, nor would my flay have feemed long to

me, but for the anxious, the impatient defire I nourifhed in the inmofl receffes of the

heart, of penetrating deeper into the country, and attaining the end of all my fecret

prayers.

Not all of this delay however was thriftlefs ; as a furtherance of my defigns, I

liftened to all I heard ; and put opportune queflions occafionally, as if on a matter of

indifference, and merely for the fatisfadion of an idle curiofity ; and by fuch means
fucceedcd, without the leafl indifcretion, in forming conception of the meafures by
which my enterprize might be carried into efiedl.

One day while converfing with M. de Ferfen on the fubjeft of the riches of our

colonies,and the commerce they induced, he enquired of me if we cultivated cochineal ?

1 anfwered in a carelefs manner " yes, certainly." " What," replied he v.ith aflonifli-

ment, mingled with vexation ftrongly depi£led in his countenance, " do the French

then mean to deprive us of this branch of commerce hitherto exclufively our own ?"

" Why not," rejoined I, fmiling, and rallying him :
" do you then fmcy yourfelf

privileged wholly to monopolize this excellent boon of nature ?" " In what part of

St. Domingo then is cochineal cultivated ?" enquired he. " At Fond des Negres,"

I boldly anfwered, for having already deviated from fafl:, I thought it improper

xo draw back, and was at the time far from being aware of fpeaking the real truth
j

lo and
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and that the white or Sylvefler-cochincal did indeed cxiftat the time at Mole St.NIcho-

las ; but I wifhed to prepare refourccs againft furprifc and miftruft, in cafe of being in

the end dctc£lcd in bringing away the infeds.

At another time the major of the fleet, who had repeatedly promifed to fhcw me
cochineal in the vicinage of Vera Cruz, took me an airing with him along the meadow,
and proud of his rare knowlege, pointed out to me on a ca£lus called by the Spaniards

tunas, for the cochineal infet^t, a fort of caterpillar enveloped in white cotton, which
turned out to be merely the worm of the phalena or moth which preys on that precious

infeft, and from which I had fo much difliculty in cleanfmg my nopals ; I pofiiively

denied that it was the cochmeal, and this milfake ot my preceptor led me into

a direft error, I mean to fay, a perfuafion, oppofite to the fa£t, that the infedl did

not exifl: in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a wrong perfuafion which prevented my
purfuing my fearch for it any further here.

The major undoubtedly related to Don Uloa what occurred during our ride ; for

the next day, while at dinner with that general, he enquired if I had not feen cochineal

the day before ; I was apprehenfive that this queftion was meant as a fiiare, and this the

rather as I fancied he was obferving me as he looked in the glafs before which, with
his back towards me, he was adjufting part of his drefs ; and affuredly, if fuch had
been the cafe, he muft: have feen my confufion ; I endeavoured however, as well as I

could to c'ompofe my countenance, and anfwered, that what I had feen was not cochineal

but a worm ; that worms were without feet, and that the one which had been fhewn
to me was long and cylindrical, whereas, either the cochineal mufl have legs and a.

body of hemifpherical figure, or the works of Linne, and of Pedro Gaza and fier-

nandez, both Spanifii naturalifts, who had thus defcribed the infe<ff, deferved to be
given to the flames.

I had fcarcely efcaped from the peril I have related, before I had to encounter
another : in the courfe of dinner the general of the fleet offered to procure for me
from the governor of Mexico the appointment of botanifl: on board the fleet then
equipping at Acupulco for the purpofe of making difcoveries north-wefh of California,

and to infure me a falary of two thoufand dollars a year, with befides a thoufand in

hand for my equipment : he dwelt fl:rongly on this propofition, and offered to prefent

me himfelf to the viceroy of Mexico, to whofe court he was about to repair. By
accepting this off'er I muft neceflarily belong to the fovereign of Spain as a botanift

;

but 1 did not fuffer myfelf to be perfuaded by the great advantages held out to me,
from ferving my country ; the hope of rendering it a fervice weighed with me more
than the feduttive offers of Don Uloa. I, however, returned him unfeigned thanks,

and excufed myfelf without evincing any difdain of the propofal ; he again prefled for

my acquiefcence, when I replied that, having fuftained no wrong, having no caufe of
complaint againft the country to which I had the honour to belong, I could not efteem
myfelf juftified in abandoning it ; and that, being a fubjeit of the King of I'rance, it

was not allowable on my part, at leaft without his permiflion, to difpofe of my fervices

to any other prince ; I added moreover, that being unprepared for any fuch expedition,

I could not refolve on creating in my whole family, and efpecially in a father who felt

for me the tendcrefl folicitude, that uneafinefs which would follow the ignorance of
what had become of me, and where I was ; at laft, as his folicitations were flill continued
with much earnellnefs, I waved the converfation, and began fome other topic.

We fpoke of the Paraguay tea ; from the defcription of it given to me, I was unable
to comprehend farther than that it was the leaf of fome tree. I alkcd the governor in

a joking manner, whether the confumption being fo very confiderable, there was no
tax
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tax on it when fold ; and he anfvvercd, laughingly, that it really was in contemplation.

After which, folicitous of turning the converfation on cochineal, he added that it was

about to be farmed in Mexico. The very mention of cochineal ftartled me, but I was
upon my guard.

I am unaware whether my refufal had or not engendered any ill will towards me
In the general ; but fome days after he affeQed to fpeak. of botany in a very flight man-
ner : he could not conceive, he faid, how any one could take the trouble of making
colleftions of plants ; that, for his part, had he the fineft herbal in the world, he

fhould think it of no other value than to light fires with. Hurt at an attack fo rude,

I looked at him with attention, and warmly anfwered, that for my part I was fo

unfortunate as to be ignorant of mathematics, of aftronomy, and navigation, but that,

if perchance a book treating of ihofe fubjeds fell into my hands, far from committing

it to the flames, I fliould carefully preferve it for my children, or for fome other

perfon w ho might better than myfelf be capable of appreciating its value : 1 could not

obferve that Don Uloa felt any ways offended at the firmnefs of my remark ; nay, I

have generally noticed that the Spaniards, though naturally lofty and proud, defpife

thofe who have not the hardihood of thinking or exprcffing themfelves with becoming
boldnefs and dignity. Still had I to afcribe to this converfation the atilicfing con-

fequence, that, though he never gave me occafion for complaint, the general never

after feemed to entertain the fame edeem for, nor confide in me to the extent

I wiflied, and that, for the future, I fliould have to place little reliance on his

intereft.

I felt the uneafinefs this afTurance occafioned me, materially increafed upon reflefting

on the obfervation of thecaptain of the quarter-deck, who one day dining with the general,

in a naif manner, confefled, that when a lieutenant, he had been appointed in conjunQion

with one of his comrades, to accompany the Abbe de la Chappe on his journey from Vera

Cruz to Mexico, apparently as a mark of diflindion, but in reality for the purpofe of

watching his movements, and preventing his vifiting the works of the fortrefs of Piroie in

the vicinage of Jalappa, which were then under hand : I drew, as a conclufion from this,

with greater reafon as I had come to the country without a palTport from the court, that

1 alfo was beleaguered with fpies ; thefe I reckoned could be no other than my officers of

the corps de genie, and under this impreffion, it was not without much difquiet I

obferved their noticing every thing, and ferriting every corner of my apartment : how-
ever, reHt cling that 1 had had the prudence of concealing my plan from every body, and

thatno papers I had could betray me, I became lefs alarmed ; I even palled my time very

pleafantly with my fancied fpies, vifited them very frequently, and profeiTed great attach-

ment to, and confidence in them.

They told me much refpecfing the Abbe Chappe-de-Haute-Roche ; they themfelves

had miide correfponding and fimultaneous obfervations in the province of Sonora, at

the time of the expedition againlt the favages, while the Abbe' was obferving the tranfit

of Venus over the diik of the fun.

The arrival of learned men in this dull country is fo remarkable that it is tra-

ditionally preferved in the memory of every body, and forms an epoch as noted as the

appeai-ance of ihe celeftial bodies they come hither to obferve. A Peruvian marquis

whom I met with at the Havannah, never fwore by other name than de la Condamine
;

he was indeed generally well beloved, and his departure was feen with fentinients of

regret by all the Peruvians ; this by Don Uloa was not however attributed to any

honorable defert in him ; he told me that he was a jocofe characler, much addicted to

plcafantry in his converfation, and complimentary, even to adulation, towards the

5 Peruvians,
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Peruvians, whofe fricndfliip and affcftion he was folicitous of captivating ; tliat at bottom

he was a fliallow brained ieilow, full of prcfumption, and ready to facrifice every thing

to the acquirement of fame ; he added, tliat he had the ineanncfs to obtain a clafllcal

defcriptiou from Mf. Judleu of Quinquina, and robbed him thus unfairly of the honour
due to him of its difcovery.

I availed myfelf of the opportunity a converfalion on this head afforded, to learn the

truth of the relation given byiVI. de la Condamine, of the murder of Segniergues, refpeft-

ing which I had always had my doubts ; 1 confequently put many queflions on the fubje(3:

to Don Uloa, the rcfult of which was as follows : Segniergues fell in love with a trades-

man's daughter, who was under promile of marriage to an Alcalde of the place : he
met a return, and even more than a return to his paffion ; but, fatiety cooling his

warmth, he fancied he could not fhew his gratitude towards the lady in a better manner
than by endeavouring to renew the engagement between her and the Alcalde. Now
in matters of this nature, the Spaniards are to the full as delicate as the French. The
Alcalde turned a deaf ear to all fuggcftions on that head, and Segniergues threatened

compulfory meafurcs ; ituie ira. As, ill luck would have it, Segniergues went to a bull

fight, and was feated in his miflrcfs's box, at the inflant the fpeclacle was beginning,

and the Alcalde was ifluing his orders for all the mafks to leave the arena. The father

of his dulcinca, obdinatcly determining to remain, was greeted with a threfliing, and
the daughter, in the box where ihe was feated, recognizing him by his cries, wrung
her hands in greateft trepidation and alarm. " My God ! my God ! fhe fcreamcd out,

it is my father they are beating !" At thefe words, another Don Quixotte, Segnier-

gues jumps into the arena out of the box, and, fword in hand, cutting and pulhing,

attempts to force a pafTage through the poffe of officers ; the number of alquazils

increafes, and the mob fly to their afTiflance ; diforder and tumult are at their height;

and though the Alcalde iliues no other order than for the arrefl: of Segniergues, he
gets killed in the fray. In this event there is nothing but what is perfectly natural, and
what might be expeded from the petulance common to Frenchmen, and the arrogance

of a young furgeon, who, intoxicated by a fortunate opening, fucceeded by the moft
happy fuccefs, imagined in himfelf a right to do as he pleafed with the Peruvians, and
injure them in their very home-fteds. D. Uloa further affured me, that no one but
M. de la Condamine would have inftituted the procefs which followed. He likewife

related to me the adventure of the night, pafTed in Pichincha, by M. de la Con-
damine, vi'ho, out of bravado, had feparated from his party, and loft his way, and
how he jeered him upon it in the morning, on his reaching the rendezvous, drenched
with wet, benumbed with cold, and dying with hunger: " What a fine night this, eh,

M. de la Condamine, faid he, what a precious page for your journal
!"

On another occafion the converfation turned on the Duchefs of Pompadour, with

whom he had acquaintance when in France. From the affectionate manner in which

he fpoke of her, I gudfed he was indebted to her interference for his advancement at

the Spanilh court.

What however to me was far more interefling than all, was his account of the

affair of New Orleans. Though he might appear to me inclined to relate fads in

a manner widely different from that ufed by certain enthufiafts, the unaffected manner
in which he defcribed the rude treatment he had to endure, the little animition or

vivacity he mingled in his recital, perfuaded me that the revolution was no other than,

as he affured me, the cffeQ; of mifcondud and imprudenco; and that it was kindled

and blown into a flame by the cupidity of the chief admin ftrators of the affairs of the

colony. The revenge taken by the Spanifii court was not merely a confequcnce of

VOL. xiu. 5 H the
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the reprefentations of Don Uloa ; it was a merited punifhment of what was confidered

an aft of rebellion, and fuch as in any other nation would probably have been extended
to a far greater number of delinquents. The general agreed that the vexation of the

people, at feeing themfelves turned over like inanimate beings, or animals fold in a

market, to another mafter in Lewis XV. was not without foundation : " But then,"

he obferved, " as governor, what had I to do with this vexation ; how could I remedy
it ; or how even the King of Spain himfelf, fufficiently chagrined at being obliged to be
content with fo fmall a compenfation ? Circumftances," added he, " alone were to

blame, and the hard neceflity to which, and to the infiftance of a powerful monarch,
he was obliged to fubmit ; while for the new government it has not after all been either

injurious or fevere to thofe by whom it was oppofed." I have heard much fault found
with Don Uloa ; but all the fubjefts of complaint that were alledged againfl; him were
charges of familiarity unworthy of his rank, and a fhabby meannefs in his domeftic

concerns. He has never given room for any one accufmg him of injuftice or cruelty ;

he was in faft the log of fable, his exceflive patience made him be defpifed and dif-

mifled. O'Reilly, who fucceeded him, was the ftork.

However much amufed by thefe narratives of the general, I never lofl fight of the

objeft I had in view. I frequently vifited Don Athenas and Don Lobo, two Spanish

merchants ; but faw them thus often merely for putting myfelf in the way of hearing

matters relating to my plan.

One day while in company with my French engineer, at the houfe of the latter mer-
chant, I faw him examining certain packages of vanilla. I enquired, as if cafually,

from what quarter it was obtained, and learnt that it came from Guadalaxara, fixty

leagues diftant, or from Guaxaca, the diflance of which latter place was a hundred
leagues from Vera Cruz ; alfo that it was cultivated by the Indians. They next talked

about cochineal : I did not, as may well be conceived, begin this fubje£l, but I profited

by what I heard, I learnt that the cochineal from Guaxaca was preferable, and yielded

a more beautiful colour than ihat from Flafcala, or Guadalaxara, which made me
refolve on choofing Guaxaca for the fpot I fliould repair to. I had moreover two other

reafons equally weighty for this decifion : the firfl, the better opportunity I fliould

have of obtaining the mofl perfefl; information refpefting the cochineal, in a country

where it is largely cultivated ; the fecond, the circumftance of this road being lefs

frequented than that leading to Mexico by Flafcala and Guadalaxara, ajul this circum-

ftance affording me a greater facility in avoiding highwaymen, and inquifitive eyes.

It is a certain matter, in faft, that, refolved as I was on the journey, though I iliould

not even obtain my paffport, and in fpite of all the viceroys in the world, I ran much
lefs rilk of difcovery on the road to Guaxaca, on which I fhould not be fufpeded, than

on that of Mexico, the only city worth feeing, that only for which 1 had fought a pafs-

port, and on which I fhould be fought after on the firft notice of my departure.

Thus, with a refolution, if I fliould obtain a paffport for Mexico, to ul'e it merely for

Guaxaca, the route to which I had adroitly learnt from a Frenchman who had been in

the fervice of the late viceroy, I waited with impatience an anfwer to the three me-
moirs which in fucceffion I had addrcffed to the viceroy of Mexico, to obtain the fo

much wifhcd for paffport*, and ceafcd to frequent the houfe of Don Uloa, except to

enquire refpeding it.

* Even Spaniards themfvlvcs, from whatfoever part of the world they arrive at Vera Cruz, are not

allowed to leave it without a piitfport from the viceroy.

At
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At length, on Wednefday, the 30th May, he in a very cool manner before dinner

announced, that he had received an anfvver from Don Bukarcily *, in which he plainly

fignified it was not in his power, as I was a foreigner, to admit of my entering et

famofo reyno, except by fpecial order from the court of Spain. Tliis news aft'efted me
far more in reality than I chol'e to (hew, and 1 made a very bad dinner, though without

attending to what I did I devoured a great deal. The general did not fail to enquire

what I meant to do. I pretended to be fatisfied, and to be determined to demand the

neceflary paflfports through the court of France, and wait for them at Vera Cruz, or in

cafe of my being fent out of the country, to go myfelf in fearch of them ; but I had
already made up my miiiJ in cafe of fuch an event occurring as had happened. As
Don Uloa had a quarrel with the governor, I naturally concluded that the latter would
have no knowledge of the objeftion raifed by the viceroy, and decided on requefting of
him a diftinft palfport for Oriflava, which was within his jurifdiction, and about forty

leagues from Vera Cruz. By means of this palfport, to the licence in which I meant
to give the trifling cxtenfion of fixty leagues, I hoped to reach Guaxaca, but hardly to

jtfelf did my foul unburthen this defign, and with much more reafon was it then
referved from others.

I went in confequence to Mr. Ferfen, and, concealing from him the refufal I had
experienced, intimated how impatient I was to reach Mexico, what vexation fo much
tardinefs occafioned me, and how happy it would make me if even I merely obtained
permiifion to herborize on the volcanic mountain of Oriflava : he flopped me upon
this, and proffered, in the handfomeft manner, himfelf to folicit the governor for the
favour I fought. I flew into his arms, embraced him in the moft affedionate manner
and that very evening, as a token of my grateful feelings, fent him certain books which
he had manifefted a defire to poflefs.

I faw him the next day ; he had dined with the governor, and obtained the paflport.

On Saturday he brought it me in good order : I concealed from him in a great degree
the tranfport I felt, left he fhould recognize the great importance I attached to this

paper, and be anxious to fearch into its motive.

The next day (Sunday) I pafled in preparations for my journey, ^nd dined with the
general, that he might have no fufpicion of my project.

Monday I was to have hired horfes in order to fet off the next mornino-. The
morning of this day, this fatal Monday, I rofe in raptures of traitorous joy, and gayer
than ever before; I repaired to the dwelling of Mr. Ferfen for letters of recommenda-
tion to Oriflava, breakfaflied with him, and returned home to complete the packincj of
my things.

Of a fudden I perceived a man in a blue coat with a red cockade, enter my apartment

:

he was quite out of breath, and looked wild, finifl:er, and angry ; as foon as he was
able to fpeak, he announced himfelf as the fecretary of the governor, and ordered me
in Spanifli, in the name of the King, to give up the pafl"port which the governor had
entruflied to Mr. Ferfen. Thefe words, which I but too well comprehended, afteded
me as would have done an elediric fhock. I alternately became pale and red and
feigned, in order to have time for recollecting myfelf, that I could not underftand
what he faid ; but he fo often and fo diltinclly repeated tome, el papel que el fenor
gobernador entrego al fenor D. Francifco de Ferfen, that I thought it vain any longer to

• However ungrateful to me the name of this nobleman, I here give it for reafons wtiich it may not
be difficult to comprehend : he was called El Excellentiffimo Senor, y Bcaco Frailc, Don Antonio
Bukarcily y UifuaTenicnte General de Los Reinos de Nueba Efpana.

5 " 2 turn
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turn a deaf ear : then all at once, with another turn of features, and affumintr a gay and
gracious air, as if I began to comprehend him, I faid I was incap-ihle of making any
improper ufe of a kindnefs I mii;ht receive from the governor, and delivered up the

papel fo much fighed for by me, begging him at ihe fame time to prefent my refpe£ts

with my thanks.

I wifhed, as he feemed m.uch fatigued, to induce the fecretary to reft himfelf ; but he
begged to be excufed, affiiring me that he had exprefs orders to make no ftoppage any
where until ho had brought back my palTport, and not to appear before his mafter

, unlefs he took it with him.

I readilv conceived from thefe words that fome alarming ftonri wasburfling over my
head; but ftill, ufing diflimulation, I alked him, apparently wiih the utmoft indiffer-

ence, what pofTibly could be the motives of fo fudden a change in the fentiments of the

governor ? He anfwered, that the poll that day had brought certain orders from the

viceroy concerning me, in virtue of which he verbally notified that I was forbidden, in

the King's name, to leave the diflrict of the city of Vera Cruz.

I haftencd to Mr. Ferfen wiih fuch impatience that I almoft flew. I faw, I heard
nothing, and v,'as unable, but haitily, and in half-ejaculated words, to relate to him
my difaftrous adventure, conjuring him at the fame time to conduct me to the gover-

nor, in order to have this matter elucidated. We repaired to the palace, and found
there the governor ; for his part, perfectly fatisfied with recovering his papel, and
making no computation beyond, he received me very politely, but at the fame time
repeated to me the forbiddance before announced by his fecretary, of exceeding the

limits of the jurifditlion of the city ; an injiiaftion, he faid, which by order of his

fuperiors, he was bound to communicate. M. de Ferfen joked with him, obferving

that, if I had taken his advice, he would have found the bird flown ; but afterwards,

in a more ferious tone, he enquired what poflibly could have originated fo rigid an
hijunftion. In anfwer, Don Palacio exhibited to us the letter ot the viceroy, written

after a deliberation of the audiencia real of IVIexico, and the conclufum of the pro-

curator general, grounded among other matters on the apprehenfion of opening to

ftrangers the fecrets of the rich culture of the coimtry. Here my heart panted fo

violently that I no longer heard any thing but the order for my leaving the country,

(an order quite the reverfe of that I folicited) beginning : pcro de re^refa in fu tierra.

On this the governor, who read the whole with much emphafis, laid (lill greater flrefs,

reading it even thrice over, and fhewing me the letter where it was written : in fine,

he was exprefsly enjoined to be himfelf prefent at my going on board, to draw up a
declaration to that efFeft, and certify the fan^e to the viceroy. He then, fpeaking for

himfelf, defired I would inform him when I meant to depart, and what fhip I meant
to fail in. This I promifed : after which he took leave of me, making a thoufnnd
excufes and profellions, and even going the length of calling me hijo mio, or fon ; but
I was not his dupe.

On leaving the palace I took a hafty leave of Mr. Ferfen in the flreet, and repaired

to my lodging, deadly fick at heart : I walked backwards and forwards, now threw
myfelf on a feat, and now into my cot, fwinging it from one fide to the other with

fuch violence as to riik breaking my head againil the cieling ; not the leaft ray of
comfort beamed on my mind ; in vain did I exclaim to myfelf aloud, if pofllble, that

I might liflen and become lefs diftracted. In vain did I exclaim. Be calm, thou mad
man ! poor intemperate fool, take pity on thy intelledls ! Art thou not yet at Vera
Cruz ? haft thou not reached this diftance on thy road ? and doft thou not Hill remain .?

Oh ! yes, retorted anguifli, but thou art ordered hence, thou' muft go, and empty-

handed
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hanJed go thy ways ! Thv plan of four years {landing, even in the very port, now

falls to wreck ; four years are ioft of ihe pr.-fofTion iliyfelf fi^l;'flcda ; that hope of

fortune vanilhes ! fo fondly piclured in ihy inimi ; the advances made by thy family,

the bounty of thy fovereign are vain, and foolilhlv gone ; thou faileft in an affair

undertaken in contradicli m to the advice of thy father, thy friends, and every one ;

an affair which for four yoars has fubjecl:ed thee to nothing but alarms, chagrin, mor-

tification, toil, and dangers of every defcription ; and what a bleffed profit haft thou

gained ! Thou hall radily pledged thvfelt to the miniHer, and what account haft thou

to render? Shame, humiliation, ridicule, contempt, will be thy lot on every fide thou

turneft ; and worft of all, thy object w II remain uneffected : the Spaniards exclufively

pofTel's their cochineal ! ThiLkcft thou of this, and drft not die of anguifli ? What then,

is grief fo little to be feared ; is it fo powerlels of fiiffocation ?

I pafTed the whole morning a prey to fuch tormenting rffleftions, and under the

greatelt agitation, f>\'allnwing three quarts of lemonade, but without the leaft appetite

for food ; no, the fnialleit morftd would cert:iiidy have choked me.

At length, tired and overcome by the weight of fo much affliction, my mind made
a laft effort for relief; by dint of perpetual repetition,— thou art ftill at Vera Cruz—
the fundamental point of a defperate projeft prefented iifelf to my ideas; I calculated,

that as no appo'nted time was hxed for my departure, and as there was no fhip in the

port which would fail for three weeks to come, I might in a fortnight's time complete

a fl:olen jouriuy. Thou abfolutely mult, faid I to myfelf, penetrate into the interior,

though dtfliiute of paflTporr, mufl bear awav the fl.ece for which thou haft failed,

d.'fpite of all the dragons in the way. Inflamed by this idea, the very apprehenfion of

being unable to realife it threw me into a cold fweat.

Gclano !e -reiic, bollon i SpiiitL

But this beam of light difperfed the former gloom, and brought with it a portion of
tranquillity. I now thought of nothing but developing my plan, and digefting its

detail. I walked out in the evening to take an airing, ^nd went to the Nieveria, where
I treated my engineers. They coinplimented me on forgetting fo foon the vexation to

which I had in the m rning been fuhjtft. I fuffered them to remaiii in their error, and
returned home where, without taking any fupper, I palFed the night in reviewing the

plan I had projected in rny mind ; in retrenching, adding, and changing its minutijE,

and in calculating on probabilities and accidents. At length I fell afleep ,and, refreflicd

after three hours, found my fpirits lefs heated, and my head more clear : at day-break^

however, I reflefted with foine furprize that there was no room left for any alteration

in the plan projctted the night before, a circumftance arifing from my peculiar and
conflraintd pofition ; Malum eji conJiUum quod mutari r.cquit, fays Tacitus ; this I

repeated to myfelf but in vain. I could find no plan better than the whole I had
in mind, and no choice left but either to put it in execution, or return unfuccefsful :

the latter to me was more dreadful than death itfelf, and this at once juftitied in the eye
cf rtafon the evident rafhnefs of the attempt.

I rofe in the morning rather lefs content than on the morning before, but fufficiently

fo to look on the maximum of danger I riiked with a difpaflionate eye; I found the

worft that could happen to me, in cafe of arreft, would be to be fent back, tied hand
and foot, to Vera Cruz, and there to be impi-ifoned in the fort, or on board the fhip

of the general ot th? port, until my embarkation; in fhort, merely a failure, that

probably might not take place, in my objeft, which would be the cafe however at

certainty if 1 did not attempt the journey.

Every
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Every thing tended to ftrengthen me in my lafl: refolves, though I reflefted upon
many obftacles I fliould have to encounter.

In the firfl; place, nothing Id's than a miracle, on a road over which fo many pike-

men were difperfed for the purpofe ot arrefling deferters and Grangers, could guard me
from being afked by fome one or other of them for my paffport.

In the fecond place, my drefs was not that of a Spaniard, and this inconvenience

neither time nor my means allowed of my remedying ; this circumftance (hewed me a

foreigner, and expofed me the more to the looks ot curiofity.

Thirdly, an appendage to the lafl: noticed predicament, I fpoke the Spanifh language

very indifferently.

In the fourth place, I was almofl entirely ignorant of the road, and it was only by
the merefl chance and niceft management I was enabled to learn by what gate I had
to leave the town.

Finally, it was necefTary I fhould fet out on foot, in a climate where I fhould have

much to encounter from the feaion of the year, and the fands through which I had to

travel. I muff alfogo unprovided with linen, provifion, change of drefs, and books, and

without inflruments to reap the pofTible refult of my excurfion, in encreaiing our
knowledge of natural hiftory.

The plan I framed for remedying thefe inconveniencies was as follows : I fhall travel

on foot, faid I to myielf, as a botanical phyfician refident at Vera Cruz, in fearch of

fimples ; I fhall alfume the appearance of taking a walk rather than being on a journey,

fhall lodge only in the pooreft huts of the Indians, and in places away from the high

road, pretending to have loft my way ; I fhall avoid all towns, hamlets, and villages,

where pofTible, and where not, pafs through them by night ; I fhall declare myll'lf a

Catalan from the frontiers of France, which will explain the'reafon of my fpeaking

French well, and the Spanifh but indifferently; 1 ihall always go neuly dreft, wear

fome trinkets, affeft a good-humoured and free difpofition, and pay liberally for all I

take. With all thefe precautions I mult; indeed be unlucky if I fliould be taken for a

foreigner or a deferter.

In fine, after fome little provifion againft the moft urgent wants, for example, a

broad brimmed hat, a net for the hair, a rofary, an indifpenfable article, &c. ; and after

fetting afide about three hundred gourds in quadruples, I fixed upon the Friday night

following for my departure.

In the mean time I vifited my friends and acquaintance, whom I apprized in a loofe

manner that I meant to pafs the remainder of my ftay with Madame de Boutilloz, at

Medelina.

On the Friday I dined with the general, to whom I related the trick I had played

the governor. It feemed to pleafe him greatly ; and he affurcd me, if 1 had fuddenly

made my departure after obtaining the palTport, no notice had been taken of the

matter.

The remainder of the day I paflfed with the engineers ; and returned home to refleft

a few moments on my undertaking.

It was about nine o'clock when, after carefully locking up all my effetls, I departed,

as if merely to take a walk.

I fuon reached the rampart, fcaled it, and bade adieu to the city.

For a long time I travelled brifkly along through the fands, under favour of the

light afforded by the ftars ; but a violent wind effacing all traces of the road, and the

fky being oveiciiiudtii, I found myfelf wandering 1 knew not whither, at the diffance

of more than a league from the town : undecided, I went firfl one way then another,

II to
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to the crowing of cocks, and obfcrvcd the rifing of fmoke, but all in vain. Though
I had twenty times before travelled over thefe fpots, night, by enveloping all objefts

with the fame fhadowy veil, disfigured the rallying points which otherwife might have

{truck my memory. I climbed large mounts of fand, fome firm, and others moveable,

until I was utterly exhaufted. At length anxiety, combined with fatigue, made me
determine on re-entering the city ; but now was the embarralTment to find it, for I no
longer diftinguifhed its fires : at length I faw one at the diftance of three hundred
toifes, I ran thither, it was the cabin of a free negro whom I had feen before in my
neighbourhood. I told him I had lofl my way in returning from Medelina ; he directed

me on the right road, and I was exceedingly furprized at finding myfelf a quarter of a

league fouth of the city, while I imagined myfelf in the weft. I immediately fcaled the

rampart, and returned to my home, terribly fatigued, and ftill more vexed at my bad
beginning.

However, after changing my linen, I threw myfelf into my hammock, and enjoyed

a fleep as fweet as it was neceflary. The next day, at three in the morning, I left home
a fecond time, and again fcaled the ramparts, this time with fome rifk of breaking my
neck ; — behold now Don Quixotte in the country.

I ufed every precaution not to mifs the road ; but diredling my fteps too much
towards the north, I again ftrayed from my way, and was loft nearly an hour in the

fands ; however, recognizing in the heavens the ear of corn of the conftellation Virgo,

and Mars, and Saturn, which were already in the eaft, I direfted my fteps weftward

till day-break : at four I over-heard the country people going to market, and, guided

by their voice, kept on a parallel with the road, but about a hundred fathoms diftant,

to avoid being feen. At length, by dawn of day, the road taking through a foreft, I

was obliged to enter it, but I took the precaution to flacken my pace as often as I

diftinguifhed any Indians, negroes, or Spaniards ; after they had pafTed I made up for

loft time. At five o'clock 1 had cleared the foreft, and was two leagues and a half

from Vera Cruz : here the road divided, and occafioned a new embarrafTment.

Perceiving a muleteer with a train of a hundred and twenty mules advancing, I put

queftions to him with caution, and learnt that he came from Guaxaca, by the road of

Monte Calabacja, which he pointed out to me, obferving at the fame time, that he

pafTed it the day before. After this. Very good, faid I to myfelf, to-night I fliall fleep

at Calaba^a ; and fauntering leifurely along till he was cut of fight, proceeded on my
way ; but when no longer vifible to the muleteer, I got on at fuch a rate that by eleven

o'cliKk I had travelled nine German leagues. I drank a glafs of brandy and ate a

bifcuit in a tavern by the road fide near the foreft : this fatisfied me till nine o'clock,

when I was parched with thirft. 1 was walking in a level favannah thinly ftrcwed

with copies of mimofa cornigera, boinbax, ceiba, and wild fig-trees ; fave where thefe

made their cafual appearance the earth was bare ; for we were now at the clofe of

winter, that is to fay, of the dry heats, which parch all the herbage; and the cottagers

had fet fire to the dry grafs, to admit of the young blades pufhing after the rain. It was

to me a fpeclacle truly pleafing to behold, already, from the plain where I ftood, the

mountains Alvorado on the fouth, thofe of.OrilTava on the weft, and the Sierra

Leona on the north-weft, forming a natural rampart extending the fpace of a hundred

and fifty leagues, and which mountains I trufted foon to furmount ; but in the mean
time I was dying with heat and thirfh I met two muleteers, conducting two hundred

and fifty mules : I entreated them to fell me fome water : they anfwered they were not

water-fellers, but at the fame time one of them unfaftencd from the pummel of his

faddle, a bottle full and prefcntcd it to me. When I had drunk after this fafliion much.
at
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at my eafe, I pulled out my purfe ; but, flicking the fpurs into their mules, the mule-"

teers merely called out, Va iijled con Dios, God be vvitli you.
I continued my way : by eleven 1 tound myfelf as thirfly as ever : I fancied I diftin-

guiflied a hut ; it turiied out however to be only one of thofe Mexican ornaments, of
which on n^y road I met with fever .d, formed of earth in a pyramidal Ihapc, from thirty-

five to forty feet high, on a bafe of twenty, and bearing a perfect refemblance to our
ice-houies. I looked round in vain on every fide, no habitation was vifible nearer than
fix kagues towards the north ; 1 could not travel thus far out of my road. I felt no
fatigue, the road was good, but I was dying with thirft. I imagined I had made a
charming difcovery on diflinguifliing in a thicket a kind of fphirical cucumber; it is

but infipid, faid I to myfelf, but it is aqueous and refrefhing. I ran to the fpot, gathered,

and even bit one. The eieftric fliock is not more fudden of effedt : I thought myfelf
poifoned ; in this dry and fpungy fruit I found a hot and corrofive bitternefs, which
increafed my thirft in the propor'ion as fulphur and bitumen would the flames of a

burning pyre. Footilh botanilt, then faid I to myfelf, did you then imagine that all

coloquiiuidas muff neceffarily be fmall ? This wilt teach you more carefully to ftudy

the different fpecies. The fize of the fruit, equal to that of our melons, and its round
figure complettly deluded me ; I therefore fought fome other afTuager of thirft. I faw
fome fruit of a certain ca£lus, called by the Spaniards tunas ; it is a fpecies of opuntia

found in St. Domingo, with red fruit. I took two or three of thefe figs, peeled and ate

them. Thefe greatly lefTened my thirft, when I plucked others, and devoured near
thirty ; but failing poflibly of peeling them with due care, their burning cottony cover-

ing occafioned my tongue and lips to fwell immediately, and I found myfelf on the

point of fuffocation. 1 ftill continued my journey, and met with no one. At times

the leaves of trees agitated by zephyrs, ftruck the ear in the manner of diftant water-

falls, or fome murmuring brook : while liftening to this plcafing promife the winds
ftilled into calm ; I no longer heard any thing, and almoft refigned myfelf to defpair.

In the mean time, the god of day, already four-and-twenty degrees above the hori-

zon, darted his unflieltercd beams upon me, a thoufand times reflected by the burning
plain beneath. I had merely a very light fea breeze at my back ; before an immenfe
plain eighty leagues deep, prefent.rd to my view at the extremity nothing but lofty

mountains : it feemed as if all nature confpired againft me. I thought at one inftant:

I plainly difti:iguiflied the roof of a hut. I quickened my fteps, but after going three

quarters of a league in the dire<5tion I faw it, I found myfelf in a little thicket, where,

no longer perceiving the object, 1 fancied myfelf miftaken, and for once loft all patience.

I halted, and looking carefully round a bombax, to fee if thei-e were neither a ferpent

nor mufquitos to dread, I laid down under its (hade, and flept nearly two hours. The fun

had now paffed its meridian, I rofe, and fad enough, continued my journey ; but oh !

unlooked-for happinefs, I had fcarcely proceeded a quarter of a league before 1 dif-

tindtly faw the houfe I thought I had teen before. It was ftill about fix hundred yards

from me on the fummit of a hillock, near the river Jamapa ; to reach it took but an
inftant, and enchanted with the fight of that beautiful river, I would fain have leapt into

its waves. I entered the cabin about three in the afternoon. The holt was a fliepherd :

him I conjured, as well as the hoftefs, por amor de Dies to give me drink and food :

this they did with all diligence. I drank iuccefTively a quart of water, two quarts of

milk, and as many of lemonade, and devourcil the wing and thigh of a turkey, with

three frefh-laid eggs, before I anfwered the leaft queftion. The fliepherd afked me if

I was a Spaniard (CaftiUano). I anlwered, I was a phylician of Caialonin. 1 judged as

much, fa.d he, from your gait
;
you Europt^ans take longer ftrides than we Creols.

3 Thus
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Thus do thofe who are niofl nearly conneded with nature obferve her with keenefl: eye.

As the fhephcrd fcenicd to me rather curious and difcerning, I paid him, and complain-
ing of a dreadful head-ach, threw myfelf on a hurdle made of branches, where I fell

afleep. Four reals which I gave my hoft earned me at leafl; four thoufand bene-
diftions.

I flept fo tranquilly that I did not wake until three the next morning. The morning
broke on the world here only at four, (till I did not fail purfuing my journey, without
taking leave of my hofts, for fear of awakening them.

I defcendcd the hill and reached the fide of the river : at firfl: I was under fome
embarraflfment rcfpeding the means of crofling it ; but recoUefting that it is but a

branch of the fame river which flows by Medelina, and that it is not deep, I was on
the point of undrefllng myfelf to wade over, when about twenty fathoms higher up
I diftinguifhed a flat-bottomed canoe : I jumped into it, and feizing a boat-hook, pufhed
over in an inftant to the other fide : in no part did I find more than three feet water,
though the river was two hundred yards broad. By jumping on fliore I awakened
a dog, which began to bark, and foon after I noticed a negro looking at me over a

hedge. 1 alked him what was the fare of the ferry ? A real was his reply. Then
give it me, faid I, jokingly, for having done your work for you : he at this was content
to receive nothing, though I left him his fare.

At this fpot I avoided the firfl danger I had to encounter. The right paflage, as I

learnt on my return, is lower down, and there a corps de garde is itationed, and a
picquet of pikemen : my ignorance of the right road thus freed me from many inter-

rogatories. "

After pafling this riverT had no other to crofs for fixteen leagues. I tripped along
lightly by narrow but good and eafy paths : for the fpace of fix leagues I law not a

fingle human being, and fliould willingly have fancied myfelf for an inftant the only
one in nature, but for an immenfe number of rabbits, far from wild, that gambolled in

my pathway. Few deferts are feen equally beautiful : more than half the ground con-
fifts of an excellent ftaple of loamy earth, yellow, or black, and well adapted to culti-

vation, the remainder of Savannahs. At fix in the morning I heard turkeys on my
right, which made me imagine myfelf near fome dwelling. About feven, I faw a dozen
of them fpring forth from fome withered herbage before me, and fly away with a
terrible noife : their flight was fo rapid, and fo long continued, that I was fatisfied of
their being wild turkeys. A quarter of an hour after, two others ran from the ground
about a hundred fteps from me, and afterwards, three more from my left; circumftances

which convinced me of their being an Indian produftion, or at leaft of their having
become naturalized in the country, and fliook off the domeftic yoke.

By nine in the morning I found myfelf within reach of what is called a rancho, (a

fort of canteen.) Here 1 found an old, curious, and impudent hegrefs, but neither

bread, nor meat, nor eggs, nor brandy : I was fain to be content with a difli of hard
beans, badly (tewed, and a morfel of bread I had brought with me from Vera Cruz.
Happy precaution ! I made myfelf fome punch with taffia, and afterwards took three

hours reft on a frame of bamboos in fliape of a bedftead.

At one in the afternoon I continued my journey. The fky was overclouded, and a

brifk wind blew. In the morning I had crofTed five arroyos, or torrent-beds, and in

the afternoon palTed again twelve others. Nothing can be conceived more fatiguing

and unpleafant than thefe paffes, owing to the trunks of trees, blocks of ftone, and
monftrous pebbles, with which they are ftrewed. I was indeed in a flight degree in-

demnified by the variety of the plants I found in them. I faw a mimofa perfedly
Vol. xiii. 5 1 fimilar
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fimilar in leaf and port to the pomegranate-tree, yucas fixty feet high, ferns of very

lingular kinds, an arum with an upright but low ftem, and a palmated-pinnatifide leaf,

a plant of great beauty, but fo large that a root would weigh ten pounds
;

polyanthi,

amaryllides, &c. I found among thefe torrent-beds likewife feveral wild horfes, but

very rarely any water.

At length I reached mount Calaba^a by five in the evening, much fatigued. The
apprehenfion of lofing my way, and of not readily finding any other refting-place, made
me determine on halting here. I expecled to have found it a village : it was but a

rancho or mefs-rooms, round which horfes, horned and other cattle, were reared, and
nothing but maize was fown, which ferves for food as well to the cattle as their

guardians. Thefe ranchos are compofed of three or four wretched huts : the demelVie

dependent on them is fometimes from ten to twenty-five fquare leagues, in which were

about a hundred horfes, three or four hundred flieep, and a few hundred cows : this

rancho was cxtenfive, the farmer, a Spaniard, or at leaft of mixed breed, was about

fixty years of age, of handfome figure, civil, but grave, and of rather, as he feemed to

nie, a harfli charadter. I accofled him, and entreated flielter : he granted my requefl:,

admonifliing me beforehand that he kept no inn, and had neither bread, nor meat, nor

wine, nor brandy, but to what he had I was heartily welcome. I begged of him half a

dozen eggs, which I ate with tordillas. Thefe tordillas are cakes made of maize^ firft

boiled in water, into which a handful of lime is call: to foften the exterior fkin : the

fkin is afterwards waflied off, and the peeled maize is crufted with a cylindrical Itone,

by rolling it over a flat one eighteen inches long by ten broad : after this firft procefs,

it is kneaded with the hand, and rounded and flattened to the thicknefs of about four

lines: it is then baked on a ftone or iron plate, heated for the purpofe, and turned,

that both fides may be properly baked : in two minutes the cake is made. It is always

an infipid food, but very flomachic, never caufes indigeftion, and at no time occafioned

me any inconvenience. In a family confiding of two women and five or fix men, the

former are conftantly employed, morning and night, in preparing tordillas : five or fix

are requifite for one perfon at each meal, and they are conftantly eaten new.

My hoft, who appeared to me to be an old foldier, and who, as I afterwards learnt,

was really one of thofe pikemen whom I fo much dreaded, feemed a wily old fox, at

leaft by the queftions he put to me ; but as I had undoubtedly every rcfemblance of a

phyfician, he could but give me credit for my tale. Notwithftanding this he perti-

nacioufly refufed me a horfe for the next day, for I thought niyfelf now far enough
from Vera Cruz to venture this indulgence : I was however forced to forego it. I

offered to pay him for his fupper, but he refufed to take any recompence Upon this

I gave four reals to his wife or miftrefs ; for though he had a number of children I

could not learn from him whether or no he was married. My liberality earned me
for the night the enjoyment of an old cloak, which had once been blue, but which

from fervice had become grey. In this I wrapped myfelf, and laid me down on a mat
on the floor of a neighbouring penthoufe : but for this kindnefs I rifl^ed to have died

of cold for fcarcely had I left the door of the hut before one of thofe dreadful ftorms

of rain fell which are termed at St. Domingo avelaffes, and of which the drops are as

large, and fall with as loud a found as the moft formidable hail-ftones of Europe. The
noife ifiey made was frightful : the rain driven by the wind penetrated the branches and

leaves which covered the penthoufe, and ran through as from fo many fpouts : in aa
inftant the whole of the interior was drenched : one would have thought a water-fpout

had burft over the place. The weather cauCed me the moft mournful reflexions. In

a country interfctk-d by torrents and rivers, if this ftorni ihould only be the precurfor

5 of
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of Others, how fliould I be able to travel, cfpecially on my return with the bootv I

hoped to gain ? Could even the bert: horfc in the world carry me fafe among the rocks
and trees which are almofl: always brought down the ravines after fuch ftorms ? Thefe
reflections were very far from comfortable ; but having planned every thing for the
bed, I had no other reliance than on Providence : wiih this conclufion I covered my
head with the cloak, and enjoyed a profound ilecp till lour the next morning.
The melancholy ideas which had aflliSed me the evening before vaniflied with the

fliades of night : a clear and ferene fky, a cool morning, the profped of the mountains
of OrifTava, from which I was now but twenty leagues diftant : their branch, which
advanced forward about eight leagues like a fteep and inacccflible rampart along
the whole contour of the plain, delighted me, and inftilled frcfli courage in my
breaft. From Vera Cruz I conflanily advanced fouth-weft : here the mountains in

front of the plain, having no opening on the weft, the road bends feveral points to-

wards the fouth.

It is worthy of remark, that throughout this vaft plain the courfe of the torrents and
rivers is from north-weft to fouth-eaft, and that their beds, though in a country fo flat

as to feem a level, have confiderablc depth : this fingularity arifes no doubt from their

defcending uniformly from the mountains of Oriffava, and from the immenfe volumes
of water proceeding from the melted fnow, and the hot fprings of thefe mountains
having, by their weight and impulfe, gradually excavated the country to a vaft diftance

and thus, in the lapfe of time, worked a flope for thcmfelves, which they do not feem
to have poflefled at an earlier period.

Though the rain was dreadfully violent during the night, fuch was the parched ftate

of thefe fandy cantons, that the ground was moiitened fcarcely two inches below the
furface. On this day's journey I found oaks with ovate leaves flightly dentated ; a

white amaryllis, which I brought back with me ; a polyanthus, whofe rafped root is

ufed by the Indians in lieu of foap ; three large flocks of flieep ; twenty coveys of par-

tridges, not fo large as quails, and rabbits out of number : I had to pafs, moreover, no
lefs than fixtecn arroyos. The foil appeared to me generally more fertile and of better

ftaple than that obferved the day before ; ftill is it not the lefs uncultivated, and with-

out inhabitants.

By eleven in the morning I had travelled eight leagues without eating, and without
drinking any thing but a little lemonade, which I procured of two Indians who were
buildmg a hut, and who were the only rational beings I met with. I now found my-
felf at the foot of the tirft chain of mountains, but the fteep and ahnoft perpendicular

declivity before me, the projed:ing rocks of which were difcernable through the hang-
ing woods, formed only a portion of the obftacles which nature, not fatisfied with this

bulwark, has oppofed to the entrance into Mexico. In advance of thefe fteeps, and at

the very foot of them, fhe has formed an enormous fofle, at the bottom of which runs
a river ten fathoms broad, of fuch rapid, fuch violent current that it has dug itfelf a

bed, through ten ftrata of different kinds of ftone, of eighty feet deep ; over this bed
it winds its courfe like a ferpent amid the fands, almoft without a murmur, but foam-
ing, and with the rapidity of lightening : on throwing a pebble into the river, I judged
the depth of it to be fifteen feet : when from a wretched bridge made of half rotten

bavcns, by which this river is crofted, one looks down on the torrent below, the head
turns dizzy. At the extremity of this bridge is a rock which conmiands and covers it

in fuch manner that ten men might keep as many regiments in check : in the rock
an angular and zig-zag paflTage is cut, through which the road lies, and in v\hich no

5 " 2 more
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more than two perfons can march a-breafl ; add to this, a few pieces of artillery placed

on the fummit could thence deflroy an entire army venturing to force a paflage.

Haifa league lower down is another river, which empties itfelf into this, called the

Rio de la Punta, or of the Point : this is not fo deeply incafed as the one it joins. I

found at the end of the bridge by which it ispaffed a Spaniard who received toll ; as he

had neither bread nor wine, I refolved on proceeding to dine at San Lorenzo, though

the diftance was full three leagues. The toll-gatherer warned me, de las agu'as, (the

coming rain,) I heeded him not, but had caufe to repent : a heavy fliower quickly

brought me back, and fubjecled me to his jeers. On its ceafing I refumed my road,

and foon reached fome fugar grounds, which feemed to me forfaken, notwithftanding

the buildings were capacious, the plantations very extenfive, and the canes fifteen feet

high. At length I came to a ravine, the bed of a torrent, a hundred and fifty fathoms

broad, and forty feet deep. I fancied before me the enormous fkeleton of fome extindi:

river, if fuch an exprefTion be permitted, the only one I could fancy adequate to depi£t-\

ing the gigantic ideas enforced on my imagination by the fmgular fpedacle of the rocks,

the immenfe trunks of trees, the enormous flones of all colours, rounded by long and

violent fridion, which were piled on each other in confufion in the chafra. What a

horrid fpeftacle, but yet how magnificent, how terrible ! All thefe malTes, now motion-

lefs, and furrounded by deepeft filence, had erft been driven with refiftlefs impetuofity,

had experienced, amid the noife of horrid crafli and dafhing foam, an a6tive change

of ftation : how mightily powerful then muft have been the vaft and inconceivable

volume of wjter, that thus could have m.ade the fport of weights and bulks like thefe 1

Scarcely, though the bed was dry, was I enabled to pafs thefe obftrudions to my way.

Pidure to yourfelf, reader, this chafm, winding, vaft, and deep, enclofed on cither fide

by a foreft of trees, equally lofty, ftill, and fombre, and alk, what painter could venture

the difplay of fcenes fo wild and monftrous ? O Vernet ! 'tis thou alone perhaps

wouldft not in vain have dared.

Here it was I faw many pairs of thofe beautiful parrots of the Brazils, with pointed

tails, called araracaunas ; of the Amazons, with green plumage, mixed with the yellow

of the jonquil, and of the fize of the Guinea parrot ; and a bird of prey, black and

white, with red feathers round the beak, the fize of our buzzard.

A moft excellent ftaple, in addition, prefented me on every fide a vegetation equally

abundant and varied ; but, alas ! it was impofTible for me to load mylel.'" with fuch a

mafs of treafure ; I therefore made th« beft of my way, with my eyes call down, and

folicitous almoft of avoiding the fight of .objeQs I could not choofe but figh for.

At length I arrived, exccflively fatigued, at San Lorenzo. The inn here is for a

Spanifh inn a charming one, and to me was truly fo. The miftrefs was civil, and 1 was

ferved with diligence. I had four frefli eggs, a chicken, and fome excellent bread,

together with fome tent wine. Immediately after I departed, refolved on reaching

Villa Cordova that day, but fcarcely had I left the church-yard, where I had been to

examine at leifurc its plumeria;, (frangipaniers) with purple coloured, rofy, and yellow

flowers, and thirty feet high, before the rain again began to fall. 1 took fliclter under

an Indian hut, when at the inltant a negro paffed me with three horfes, the fame I had

before feen at La Punta : I did not venture to accoft the negro before the Spaniard,

but with Indians I was rendered bold by neceflity. I alked him to let me one of his

holies, and he agreed tocondufl me as far as to his village, two leagues beyond, but

the name of which I forget. I jumped on horfeback, upon this, without either boots,

fpur, or cloak : the negro, in order to flielter me from the rain, contrived to cover my
II head
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head with a mat, which hung down before and behind like a Dalmatian mantle : never

was Robinfon Crufoe more grotefquely apparelled.

We had got, at a pretty brilk pace, a league on our way, when my guide pointed out

to me the garita, or guard-houfe of the cuftom officers, by the fide of the road.

I trembled on remembrance that I had no pafl'port : the guards had the right to (top

mc, but we were now too near to feek to avoid them ; I therefore conceived I could

do no better than pretend to be afleep on my horfe, and even half dead, in cafe they

fhould attempt to force me to alight or fpeak. How over-charitable my opinion of

Spanifli Gentries to nourifli fuch difquiet ! The rain prevented thefe vigilant gentry

from leaving their fhelter, and even, no doubt, from feeing us ; and we reached the

village by night, without any accident. In the (hop of a grocer I met with bread,

wine, eggs, and chocolate, and went to reft, after agreeing with the negro to condudt

me in the morning to the city of Cordova for thirteen reals.

I (lept badly : at two in the morning I ran to the hut of my negro to awaken
him, and haden our departure ; but in vain, we were not able to fet off before four.

We entered the gorge of the firft chain of mountains through an immenfe foreft.

It feems the Spaniards, at one epoch, deemed this palTage of importance ; for at every

league we difcerned the ruins of forts, redoubts, intrenchments, and other fortifications,

more or lefs dilapidated, by which the gorge had once been defended. This gorge is

about a hundred fathoms in breadth. Between San Lorenzo and the city of Cordova

I reckoned feven of thefe forts, all of them built of (lone, but not any of them in an
integral (late : in lieu of thefe it is, and near them, that fome guard-hou(es, called by
the Spaniards garitas, have been condrudled. Never did I look upon thefe guard-

houfes againft fmilggling in fuch an odious light, or as fuch a (hocking proof of the

arbitrarinefs of power as in the New World. In a country where with difficulty the

mod abfolute neceffarics of life can be obtained, is it tolerable, that by the exertion of

atrocious barbarity, an indigenous plant, which nature (Irevvs beneath the very footdeps

of the inhabitants for their comfort, fhould become fo far a fcourge to them, that they

are not at liberty, without the livelied dread, to dupify themfelves by its narcotic qua-

lity, and deep in oblivion the memory of their fufferings !

The foil we travelled over confided of a deep and inexhaudible red earth, fingularly

fertile. I ("aw again another fugar plantation, and canes of mondrous fize, beyond
immenfe (ields of tobacco : thus the mod produdive ground in nature is in the hands

of a lazy people, who merely cultivate a plant which can give no nouridiment to its

cultivator.

Four leagues brought us to the Villa de Cordova. Domes, towers, numerous
deeples, announced a large city, and gave me great apprehenfion. A frelh garita at

the gates of the city ! Might there not be fome information given refpe£ling me ? Might

not a troop of pikemen be waiting to put me into irons ? Alone, on foot, I might

have avoided the town, as I intended ; but to adt thus in the face of an enemy, to im-

plant fufpicion in the mind of my guide, or even to make him a confident, him, an

African, an individual of a nation the mod perfidious, one of the fubjetls of the King

of Spain, the mod devoted to his fervice. This could never enter my head : to fend

him back was by no means a fafer plan ; on the contrary, I treated him with great

kindnefs. I therefore refolutely entered the city, but I deemed it right to play the fame

part I had done at the lad village. How little I knew of the Spaniards ! they are by
no means fo vigilant or adive : they never enquired for my portmantjau, nor fub-

jefted me to the lead fcrutiny.

I. alighted.
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I alighted at an inn in the fuburbs, where I fell fuddenly ill. I laid me down to reft

and had a foup made ready for me. I flept till two o'clock, and arofe radically cured.
After eating an indiflerent foup, made with excellent mutton, I paid my reckoning,
and enquiring for the refidence of the Alcade-Mayor, I pretended to diretl: my fteps

towards it, and traverfed the whole length of the city without meeting any other than
Indians or Negroes.

Thb city of Cordova may be a thoufand fathoms fquare. Although an ancient
town, the iflets are flill, at leafl: the greater part of them, gardens excepted, in the
centre of the city, where is a large fquare, equal in fize to the place Vendofme, at Paris

-with three fides of Gothic or Moorilh arcades, ornamented with a tarty fountain, which
jets forth a prodigious volume of exquifite water : the fourth fide is occupied by the
great church : the flrects are paved, broad^ and redileniar : three-fourths of the houfes
are of ftone, but the inhabitants are poor. Whenever nature is peculiarly bounteous to

man, there is man conilantly leaft attentive to nature : accuftomed to her boons he
contracts a liftlefs lazy habit, which prevents him from laying up flore againll her
viciflitudes. The city is built on a raifed plain, formed by a long hill, between two
valleys, each of them bounded by lofty mountains, which form the 'pafs into Mexico.
The opening between the mountains may be about a league wide, but no where is fuch
rich and beauteous vegetation apparent ; no where a field for culture which would be
fo luxuriantly repaid as on this long plain. The fuil here is a red loam, from ten to

fifteen feet deep. In the gardens, cherry-trees, apples, peaches, and apricots, are in-

termingled with fapotiliers and orange trees, thus combining the fruits of both hemif-
pheres. In the hedges are elders and afli trees, with a fort of arborefcent tegetes or con-
volvolus, the feed of which I could not procure ; and a fecond kind of this plant with
bell fhaped flowers, which, eight inches in length by a breadth of three, are pendent
the margin terminating in long lacinias.

The quantify of rain that fell at noon was confiderable, and the road was very
flippery ; fUll, in order to avoid all interrogations, I determined on fetting off: the moft
difficult point was to find the road to Oriffava, feven leagues diffant : I followed one at

all riik till I reached the extremity of the fuburbs, where I met fome Indians who put
me in the right way, from which I had deviated about a hundred fteps.

After an hour's travelling it began again to rain. At this inftant I met a train of more
than two hundred mules : their loading had been depofitcd under tents, and as for the
mules themfelves they remained quietly feeding in the high road, which is conftantly a
fpace two hundred yards broad, covered with turf of perpetual growth, but without any
ruts, or tracks of carriages, as there are none ufed in the whole diftance between Vera
Cruz and Tecuacan. I was obliged to enter an Indian cabin, where I drank a glafs of
pine apple water, a beverage, if well made, equally pleafant with lemonade: for this T
paid a real, andthe rain ceafing, refumed my journey.

-Two leagues thence I defcended a deep ravine, in which I perceived a very folid

flone building, without any roof, and long deferted ; but whether it had been a citadel

a temple or a private houle, I was unable to afcertain, owing to the trees and herbage
•with which it was covered, and which concealed the plan of it. I merely remarked
that the walls, ftill twenty feet high, were three feet in thicknefa : the windows refem-
bled thofe of our ancient churches ; but of what utility a church in this pofition, where
not the fmalleft veflige of a village could be feen? It is therefore more probable, it was
originally fome fort intended to defend a bridge, over a fmall but very rapid river,

which runs by its walls: Hill, for this purpofe the fitc could not have been worfe
chofen, for by afcending or defcending the river, the fort would have eafily been

avoided
j
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avoiilcd ; and it Is, moreover, commanded by thefummit of the hill, on theflope of which

it is conllrudted.

A few paces diftant are feven or eight huts, near another river, which like this has

its courfe from the north-weft: in the ravine in which it run were fome elders and

a(h trees of rin;i;u!ar beauty. A league beyond, on the lefr, and at a hundred paces from

the high road. I faw four Mexican monuments, forming a quadrangle: each confifted

of a pyramid about twelve yards high, with a bafe of twcniy. The foil here was

excellent, yet, n itwithftanding, deftitute of cultivation, if a little tobacco be excepted. As
for the paftures they were fo exuberantly clothed, that on a plot of about a fquare

league, I counted no lefs than eleven flocks of fheep, cr,ch confifting of fix hundred.

Night was now drawing on, when fortunately I met an Indian, whofe diredions pre-

ferved me in the right road to Orillava.

Thanks to the rain and the fliades of night, I was not ftopt either at the garita of the

city, or at another which I paffcd on an eivinence near the ravine.

I was much fatigued with a march of eight leagues, through the rain, and over a bad

road. I entered three inns in fucc-ffion, but could meet with refuge in neither, their hofts.

objefting to receive me, and recommending me as a ftranger to the cafa reale, a kind

of hofpital for travellers, the name of which, however refpeftable, was repugnant to my
feelings; fo much does ignorance at times give formidable fliape to names ! At length I

entered a fourth inn, called la cafa grande : the front of it w-as a grocer's fhop : withia

was a vaft court, furrounded by arcades, which ferved as a corridor from top to bottom,

and four fides of building ; the cofero introduced meat firft into a room, beftrewed with

the dung of the poultry which roofted in it. I looked at him indignantly, with my ftick

raifed * and ready to ftrike him, in cafe of his not fliewing me fome other apartment.

Though lefs filthy, the chamber he gave me was nowife better furnifhed : a''bed-frame

of bambo, a table, a wretched feat, with one of its legs rotten, a door-way fimilar to that

of a citadel, and the rufty hinges of which would not admit its clofmg ; fuch was the

lodging I had to fliare with a poffe of flapping bats : for fupper I had four eggs, a diflv

of ftewed beans two Spaiiifli radifhes, and half a dozen lettice leaves ; as for bread and
wine I was obliged to feek them myfelf at the fliop. Such an expenditure made
no be confidered of confequence, and for two reals 1 obtained a mattrafs : my fupper

coil me four.

At dawn next day, I pondered on the means oflearning diftinftly the route and dif-

tance to Guaxaca. Atter long meditation I entered a convent of Carmelites, where I

begged to fpeak with the prior : I was no doubt thought to affume above my fphere in

fuch a requeft:, and the fub-prior came to me. Judging from his round and jolly coun-

tenance, I deemed him a perfon in whom I might confide. 1 therefore told him, as in.

ftcret, that being a phyfician and botanift, my occupation was the ftudy of natural hiftory

and plants ; thac for three years 1 had been on my travels in view of perfecting myfelf

in this branch of fcience ; that during a tempeft I had made a vow to go on foot to

Nfra. Snra. de la Soledad, in Guaxaca, which till now I had faithfully executed, but

that, feeling myfelf exhaufted with-fatigue, and preffed for time in order to return for

embarkation, I was folicitous of learning whether fuch a favorable interpretation of my
vow could be admitted, as would allow my completing the refidue of my pilgrimage oa
foot, in prefenting, as was but reafonable, for the indulgence of deviating from the

letter of my vow, certain pious offerings and alms. After a learned difcufiion on thi

* It is fit I fhoiild remark that no rcfpciflable tradefman, nor any one in eafy circumftincf s, vou.hfafes
to keep an Inn ; inns are confequently let at fo much per day to a cafero ; a dcfcriptlon of men regarded in

a meaner light than our footmen, and who may be roughly treated with impunity.

point
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point, my Carmelite was of opinion that I certainly might, by means of prayers and
alms, acquit myfelf towards our Lady of the Solitude : taking him at his word, I drew
from my purfe four medios d'oro *, and begged of him to take upon himfelf the offer-

ing I wiflied to make : this he refufed, affirming the fum to be thrice too large. In vain

did I infift : I could not prevail on him to accept anv thing, which not a little difcon-

certed me, as I hoped by dint of bribery to obtain from him the information which I

needed ; neverthelefs I did not lofe ail hope from the civility he fliewed me : he even

prefented me to four other fathers, fliewed me the houfe, the garden, and was in rap-

tures at the defcription I afforded him of different plants, of which the community was
wholly ignorant. At length I was on the point of lofmg my fub-prior, when I be-

thought of inquiring whether there was not a convent of Carmelites at Guaxaca, and

how far that city might be diftant : this time my good monk fell into the fnare.

Anxious to appear well informed on what I enquired, he afforded me an itinerary fo

minutely detailed, league by league, and village after village, that the general of

an army might have trufted to it for the plan of a march, as I had full means afterwards

of afcertaining.

Highly charmed, after a route of forty leagues, in which I had, as it were, been

obliged to feel my way, at meeting with a perfefl: and unfufpedled guide, I was pre-

paring to take my leave, when the brethren obligingly preffed me to take a furvey of

the upper apartments of their houfe ; hence it was that I could but admire the

delightful fituation of OriTava. This city is about three thoufand yards long, by a

thoufand in breadth ; the ftreets, fpacious, clean, and well paved. Excellent water,

pure as cryftal, is found" in every quarter, but the cool proceeding thence gives

fuch a fpur to vegetation, that, fpite of every precaution, the pavement is overfpread

with herbage, nay, even the houfts though of fl:one are covered with mofs, evergreens,

and ferns of every fpecies : its population is 3000 whites and 1500 negroes or Indians:

its manufadures confift of fome tanneries and coarfe cloths. This is the entrepot for

the traffic between Vera Cruz and the cold countries : here the caravans of mules

are wont to reft and fojourn a while ; and here the clerks of different houfes fix their

prices on the articles brought from the interior and from Europe. The city ftands in

a valley a league wide. The country about enjoys the advantage of yielding the fruits

of Europe by the fide of thofe of America. '1 he air is mild yet lively, and the tem-

perature enchanting. At nine in the morning, the thermometer of Bourbon denotes

12° above the freezing point. The city is furrounded by infulated mountains, which

leave between them fo many little gorges or openings : the fummits of thefe mountains

prefent the effeft of a palifade of pyramids covered with forefts of the livelieft verdure,

delighting while they eafe the eye : their angular points refemble fo many pines, while

above them, proudly eminent, rifes the volcano of Oriffava, clad in perpetual fnow,

and prefentjng at once, in conjundlion with the minor mountains, the fingular contraft

of boreal winter with the fummer's grateful gaib. Let the reader figure to himfelf an

immenfe fugar-Ioaf, its apex obliquely truncated towards the city, and evincing a proof

that, when it burnt, the ignited eruption rolled towards the plain of Vera Cruz, and

he will have the linage of the volcano of Oriffava. The faft of the eruption of the lava

in the direction affumed, is confirmed by the pumices found by me on the very margin

of the Gulf of Mexico, in the neighbourhood of Vera Cruz, a faft the more furprifing

when it is confidered the diftance is not lefs than five and thirty leagues from the city

of Oriffava, a city which affuredly was not founded previous to the extinftion of the

* Sterling 7I. izs.

volcano,
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volcano, which fccnis even now to threaten the city. When in the morning the plain

was Hill enveloped with the darknefs of night, I (aw, and with fentirncnts of admira-

tion and delight, the towering fummit of this lofty mountain, fliining like fiiver, but

filvcr gilt with the faffron beam of day.

The convent of the Carmelites built with a magnificence, truly barbarous, poffcfles

in its maflive ftrufture fomewhat noble and ftriking : internally it is lively, very clean,

and kept in excellent order. Paintings, in the molt extravagant ftile, are lavifhed on
every part, but their bright colouring pleafes the eye : the church, as ufual, is gilt in

ridiculous profufion ; but in the fanftuary, worthy of remark, is a very extraordinary

pidure, reprefenting the Affumption of the Virgin : Mary is feen, ftill proflrate, but

in a fuperb chariot with fix wheels : two bifliops drefl in copes and mitres, hold the

naves of the wheels in one hand, and a flambeau in the other : fix others are mounted
behind on the footman's ftand : the trainers are twelve cherubims with blue wings,

and in Roman drefles, a helmet on the head with feathers, and their hair floating in

the manner of dancers in a ferious opera, and they are harnefled to the car, with traces

like our cannoneers, to the gun. Elias on the box, with a lily in his hand held like a

whip, ads as coachman ; and his difciplc Elijah, on horfeback, as poftillion.

After having thus furveyed the whole of the convent of the Carmelites, I departed

loaded with civility ; when in the middle of the ftreet, a new incident, which I had not
forefeen, difl;urbed me an inftant : I knew every fl;age on my road by heart, and all

but the mofl: effential matter, the gate by which I had to leave the city : I ventured to

enquire, and a rogue of a fhopkeeper diredted me oppofite to the right, I had in

confequence to retrace my fteps, and on return, met my gentleman, who merely laughed
at me, bu*- a frowning brow and an angry look I darted upon him, changed his coun-
tenance, and made him pale as death. I at length pafled the right gate into the road,

over a bridge that croffed a fmall river, which bathes the exterior of the city : a very
large fi:reet, which ferves as a fuburb, led me to the barrier at the foot of another
bridge. This pafs was guarded by cufl:oms officers ; one of them enquired whither I

was going: I told him to coUedt plants ; and that I lodged at the Carmelite convent,

from which I was fliortly about to go to Vera Cruz. In turn, I put many quefl:ions to

himj; and the fellow conceived himfelf highly honoured at having in his power to give

information to a foreign phyfician fo learned as myfelf. The chief of the officers then
took me afide, into a room well furniflied with fpears, piflols, and fwords ; and now,
thought I to myfelf, you are caged ; I was however quit for a moment's dread, and
a fight but little agreeable indeed, though without danger : the fpedacle difplayed,

was the confequence of a malady faid to have originated in the country where I was,

and with which our chief was dreadfully affected : I prefcribed to him a mode of
treatment ; after which, dying with impatience to refume my journey, I left him,
in fpite of all his offers of fervice, and his invitation to take chocolate.

I left Oriflava fatisfied with having fome claim of fervice from a man whom I fhould

elfe have reafon to fear on my return. I marched on in high fpirits, and mended my
pace in view of gaining the moimtain before me, and even of climbing it, if poflible,

to enjoy the beautiful profpefl: I promifed myfelf from its fummit ; but when I had
travelled about four leagues, I found myfelf tired, and in need of nourifliment.

I refolvedon entering an Indian cottage on the road, where I was well received, and
treated with bread and eggs, all that can well be expefted from this wretched clafs

of men : but what Itruck and charmed me far beyond my meal, was the perfed
beauty of the miftrefs of the cottage : I looked for faultinefs in her, but, almofl: naked
as fhe was, having nothing on but a furbelowed muflin petticoat, trimmed with a rofe-

voL. XIII. 5 K coloured
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coloured cord, and a fhift which left her flioulders bare, the nicefl; fcrutiny difcovered

no defeat, her whole figure emulatinsr in fymnietry the regularity of her features.

I told her flie was very handfome : it feemed to pleafe her and two old women who
were prefent ; the one her mother, and the other her aunt, laughed heartily on the

occafion. I put many queftions to her ; and learnt (he was married and had children
;

thefe circumftances but rendered her the more interefting, and her charms had even

a diforderly eSeSt on my fenfes. I ventured to draw forth a piece of gold ; but recol-

leding myfelf : wretch ! faid I, what wouldft thou ? Is fuch the objefl: of thy

toil ? In a foreign country, friendlefs, and without fupport, environed by myriads

of dangers ftill ever fpringing beneath your feet, wouldft thou lofe thyfelf ? wouldft

yield to the enervations of voluptuoufnefs ? Madman away ! With thefe felf-reproofs

I left the cottage without fpeaking a word, or daring to take another glance, and

dragged myfelf, fighing along. When I had journeyed half a league^ I found myfelf

better : a thoufand different ideas came to my affiftance and confolation, and I found

myfelf quite refreflied, proving what is faid by La Bruyere, that " nothing more
enlivens the fpirits than the reflection of avoiding a folly." .

Defpight of the bad roads, I journeyed on a league and "a half, and found myfelf

oppofite to Aquulfingo, where the dedication of a belfry was celebrating : I did not

choofe to flop, for I could have halted only at the Cafa Reale, and I had imbibed fuch

a dread of lodgings of this kind, that I had no inclination for experiment.

I muft obferve that, in every village, the Cafa Reale is the court in which the

Alcalde fits, and juftice is adniiniftered : when not appropriated to this auguft purpofe,

the Cafa Reale is only a wretched caravanferai. or rather penthoufe, in which travellers

obtain fhelter gratis. Commonly the whole furniture confifts of two or three frames

of bamboo for beds, a table, a feat, and a hemifphere of crefcentia or veflel, which

ferves at once for pail, for pifs-pot, and to drink from. An Indian is kept in guard

of thefe precious articles, and to wait on travellers, that is to fay, to fetch them what-

ever eatable can be found in the village for their money : this guardian is denominated

a cafero, he is alfo a cook ; but his whole knowledge of cookery is confined to boiling

an egg hard, and burning a chicken.

I travelled on, and came to about fifty Indian huts built on the road fide : vifavering

in opinion whether or no I (liould ftop here, or attempt to climb the mountain at the

ri(k of being caught in the rain, I remained fome time irrefolute ; at length fatigue,

the dread of lofing my way, and the more weighty dread of being thoroughly foaked,

determined me, though it was yet broad day-light, to enter the laft of the Indian huts

which I faw on the road : it was built like the cabins of the charcoal-makers in the woods

of France, but fo low as prevented one ftanding upright.

1 found here a female Indian and a little girl, bufily employed in making tordilyas:

they received me without ceremony, but yet with refped:. They did not comprehend

a fingle word of Spanilh, nor I the leaft of the Mexican tongue, fo that our converfa-

tion was neceffarily by figns. The mother prefented me a tordilya, which I took and

ate, but with no appetite, giving her in return a real. I prefented the little girl a packet

of pins, which (he accepted, and found mighty curious : immediately another tordilya

was ferved up, covered with an egg and chili : the latter difh I found excellent, and

paid for with another real. I faw they were preparing me ftill others, but I made them

figns to defift.

Tordilyas have before been noticed : they form the chief food of the Indians. As'for

chili it is a Mexican fauce made of pimento and tomatas, or love-apples, pounded

together in a mortar, and mixed with fait and water : it is the common fauce, and

1 o indifferently
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indifFerently for bread, meat, and fifh, and is the nioft delicate ragout known to thefe

worthy people. Thofe who are in cafy circuinflanccs, always keep it by them to eat

their tordilyas with, which are without it infipid. The Indian when he has no tomatas,

knowing without doubt the aflinity between them and nightdiade and phyfalis, or the

winter-cherry, fubftitutes alkckcngi, or the winter-cherry, as I frequently remarked
on my v/ay, a circumflance which put me on my guard in eating this fauce.

Night coming on, the father of the family arrived with live children, the oldeft

about fifteen : three others, one of which at the breaft, had remained at home ; thus in

all eight children, the father, mother, and myfelf, were collcftcd under a little roof of

fhinglein a hut, but fifteen feet fquare. The poor Indian, tired with labour, and half

ftarved, prefented a mild and benignant phyfiognomy : he fliewed mc fome little

attention, but overflowing with afFedion, he fmothcred his children with kifles, while

the tendereft love beamed in his looks, which were conftantly diredled to his wife, fave

when from courtefy they were turned to me. lie fpoke a iew words of Spanifh, but

our converfation was little. A profound filence reigned during the whole repafl: ferved

up, confiding of tordilyas and chili : it was the ftillnefs of delight, interrupted at

intervals by the tones of a language fwect and Ihort, and by founds which refembled

the melodious notes of the bullfinch ; thus joy, tendernefs, and repofe awaited the

worthy Indian, as compenfations for his daily toil. He gained by his work but two
reals, I gave him in addition two, but profit feemed to intereft him little. Avarice finds

rarely entrance in the heart of the child of nature, awake to the feelings of a hufband

and a father !

I laid down to refl:, my heart full of this fcene, and adverting in thought to that at

my dinner, fuch, faid I, fuch are the hearts in which you would have plunged ten

thoufand daggers by the fedudion of a wife, the joy and only folace of her partner.

To thefe reflections a thoufand infefts joined their troublefome hum to drive away
repofe. I laid fl;retched on two bad flieep-lkins, but the night was cold, and I had no
covering, the rain even penetrated our flenJcr roof. As therefore I could not

fleep, I rofe and left thefe good people in filence, but deeply afFeded with what I had
obferved.

The evening before I noticed near their houfe a bath of rather a curious confl:ruc-

tion : it was a little houfe eight feet long and fix broad, with walls two feet in height :

its roof, fliaped like ours, covered with ridge tiles, overtopped a wall built of brick,

and refembling that of an oven : the floor alfo was paved with brick : it was raifed near

a fountain or rivulet, and beneath its level. Within the building a fire is kindled, as

in an oven to heat it : the fire is afterwards withdrawn, and the flu'eamlet fuffered to

enter. After a few minutes the invalid, about to avail himfelf of the bath, is placed in it,

feet downwards, with no means of breathing, but by the door which is about eighteen

inches fquare ; this remedy is rarely ufed, and only in defperate cafes, as I was enabled

to gather from the J^roken fentences and geflures of the Indian : of ftoves fimilar to this

I met with feveral on my way.

I have obferved that on quittiug the plain, the road lays through a gorge which
begms at La Punta. This gorge is bounded on the fouth-weft by Aquulfingo, and fud-

denly by an appendage of the volcano of OrifTava, which forms, as it were, a kernel, or

tenant, that unites the frame of the two ranges of mountains which form the gorge in

which the cities of Cordova and Oriflava are fituate. This kernel or tenant it was
neceflTary I fliould pafs to enter into Tecuacan. I had obferved it attentively the day
before, and noticed the road traced on its revcrfc. However high and flicep the moun-
tain, this road, which is very well planned, and paved even in certain parts, would be

s 5 k: 2 far
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far lefs laborious to traverfe, were due care taken to repair the injuries to which it is

'

fubjeft from fprings precipitated from the top of the rocks in a thoufand fmgularly

curious cafcades ; and from the torrents which, during heavy rains, bear every thing

before them.

I was on this road by tvs^o in the morning. The atmofphere was replete with moifture,

owing to the night dew and a thick fog which covered the mountain : the cold in con-

fequence was fo benumbing that I could fcarcely move my fingers. I afcended

rapidly, and by day-break was on the ridge of the mountain. I faw there a number of

oaks, fimilar to thofe of the plain, the favin Ihrubs*, and arbufliEe, which I took for

myrtles, but which the obfcurity prevented my afcertaining. I was pleafmg myfelf

with the magnificent profpedt I Ihould enjoy ; the eafe with which I Ihould contemplate

the volcano, and the birds-eye view I fhould have of the gorge I had quitted, and the

plain I had to enter on the rifing of day, as I afcended the mountain, but my expefta-

tions were fruflrated by the fog, which did not difperfe the whole day long.

I faw on my way two dealers in poultry ; and farther on, two caravans of mules

feeding around their encampment.

Scarcely had I gained the fummit before 1 had to defcend, for the creft of the moun-
tain is barely ten fathoms broad. I now tripped lightly down, fatisfied within myfelf

I had nothing further to apprehend, and as much at my eafe as if a thoufand leagues

from thofe whom my fears reprefented in purfuit of me.

I fancied myfelf in quite another country ; and in fafl: nature prefented a volume

perfectly new to my delighted eyes, and treated them with a mofl fuperb difplay of

plants of various genera.

Here the geratiiumi, there a fpecies of heliotrope
I,

of a very curious fpecies, no

feeds of which unfortunately were ripe : beyond thefe mijletocs ||, tradas cantias §, of

very fingular kinds ; a fpecies of medlar, yucas \ thirty feet high, and finally,

at the bottom of the mountain, magueys, a plant which became the moil pre-

dominant.

The gorge I traverfed now prefented a road of beautiful turf, and now a foft and

even fand.

At feven in the morning I difcovered a village, the huts and houfes of which divided

from each other by long intervals, gave me an idea of what the Spaniards call a

pueblo, it was clapideo, divided into a reftory and curacy, and about a league in

length.
• This fpot may be reckoned the vineyard of the country ; but what a vineyard

!

A valley extending three leagues by half a league in breadth, is enclofed by moun-
tains covered with fome ca^li, but chiefly with the agave Americana or aloes. This

plant, which is indigenous, in addition, is here cultivated and multiplied ad infinitum

by the Indians. Its leaves, three or four feet in length by a foot and a half broad,

ferve the inhabitants in lieu of tiles ; and fome cottages I have feen were very Ikilfully

covered with them. The plant yields a beverage efteemed by this people delicious,

but of which the mere appearance was fufficient to excite difgufl in me : it is of a whitifh

colour, thick, conflantly turbid, and unfufceptible of clarification. The following is

the manner in which it is extracted. Previous to the aloes (hooting forth its fpear,

the Indian, after cutting away fome of the leaves in order to form a paifage, on arriving

at the heart of the plant, tap it to the pith in nearly the fame manner as an artichoke,

• Dioecia monaddphica. i"
Monaddpliia dccandria. | rciitandria monogynia.

fl
Dioecia tctraudria. § I Icx.mdiia monogynia. ^ Tlie fame clals^ a fpecies of aloes.

he
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he removes the crown of upper leaves, enclofed the one within the other, and
after hollowing in the flcni of the plant a cavity capable of containing two or three

quarts, he places the crown on again, and leaves it. In the courfe of that day and

the following night the fap of the plant tranfudes from every part of the young leaves

cut off with the crown, and falls into the well below ; this the next day great care is

taken in emptying, and this procefs is repeated until the plant becomes exhaufled,

when it perifhes : it is then hewn down, and renewed by the pipings it generally

bears.

This fpecies of aloes is fometimes fo large as to meafiire fifteen feet in diameter : it

throws out its leaves like the fpears of chevaux de friz, but of far more folid ftrufture :

it occupies all the backs of the hills of Clapuleo, a talky and flony foil : the bottom is

fown with barley and other corn. The morne of Port-au-Prince grows many of this

fpecies of aloes.

This forms one of the chief objefts of culture at Clapuleo, which furniflies the con-

fumption of a circuit of eighteen leagues radius. There are Indians who have con-

Ilantly forty of thefe wells, which I could fafely wager they empty every day. I am
ignorant at what price this beverage is fold, but it is in great requcil:, and I have fecn

it on its way in fkins to every quarter round about.

I had travelled fix long leagues without eating, after a very indifferent night, and
but a bad fupper the evening before. It was nowife aftonifhing therefore that I felt

hungry : I enquired of the firft Indian I met where the tienda was (the eating-houfe)
;

but neither he, nor feveral others I met with in fucceflion, undcrftood me : at lafl: I

ventured to enter a hut, where 1 found two women and a young man : I made figns to

them by pointing to fome eggs, that I wanted food : they brought me half a dozen,
which I caufed to be roafled in their {hell, and devoured, with four tordilyas. I after-

wards for beverage made a kind of lemonade, and might have been content with this

meal, but feeing my fly Indian had a fowl in the pot over the fire, well feafoned, I

without ceremony aflced him for a part : he gave me firft one wing, then another, and
afterwards a leg. Thefe I ate entirely, to the great aftonifhment of the bye-ftanders,

who thought me, no doubt, but ill qualified in purfe for fuch an appetite. To difmifs

their fulpicions I took four reals from my purfe, which they received with pleafure,

and would have had me take the remainder of the fowl, but this I refufed, as I did alfo

a beverage made from the maguey, and called by them pulque, as the whitifli,

troubled, and dirty appearance of it, infpircd me with difguft. I afterwards laid me
down for an hour to reft in this little hut, conftrudted in the fame manner as the huts

of our foidiers, and but ten feet long, but fo clean, with every thing in fo much order,

that nothing can be imagined more fo. Thele good people were fimplicity perfonified.

Their language, different from that of the Indians of Aquuliingo, is fingular, and little

but clucking. The only founds diftinguifhable are a multitude of lya's, or 1 mouille's,

and mutee's. The man who comprehended and fpokea few Spanifh words, enquired

of me how far it was from there to Caftile ? I anfwered, two thoufand leagues, but here

J fpoke beyond his underftanding. He readily conceived the numbers ten, twenty, nay
a hundred, but beyond this number his ideas did not extend. He admired the knot
of my cane and its handle, my watch and fnuff-box, obferving them with the mod
innocent curiofity, but without defire or anxietv to poffefs them.

At nine in the morning, finding myfelf fufliciently refrefhed, I left my kind hofls.

A cooling breeze, a cloudy fl^y, every thing proniifed me a pleafant journey, and I

determined on fleeping beyond Tccuacan.

Scarcely
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Scarcely had I gone a hundred fteps before I was accofled by an Indian, who en-

quired of me whither I was going ? I anfwered to Guaxaca : upon this he offered me
horfes, but as he had a beggarly and ideotifh appearance, I paid no attention to what

he faid. He continued obftinately to follow me, and flopping me at the end of a flreet,

he fhewed me a 'horfe held by a young man. His purfuing me engendered fufpicion :

I took him for a thief, or at befl, a fpy ; and treated him in fuch manner as induced him
to go his ways. I have fince learnt that my fufpicions of him were groundlefs, and

that he was only one of thofe people called topiths, whofe office it is to feek horfes for

travellers, and ferve them as guides. Still, I was not forry on learning this, that I had

not taken advantage of his proffer, for he would mofl afluredly have conduced me
on horfeback, in broad day, through the ftreets of Tecuacan ; a rifk would have made
me die ten thoufand deaths with fear.

On leaving the pueblo, I faw a number of pretty rabbits, by no means wild, feveral

birds of charming plumage, and the arbol Peruano, which yields a fpecies of pepper.

After three leagues through beautiful vallies, in which the harvefi had been reaped

fome days before, and where already the hufbandman was employed in fowing again,

I difcovered from an eminence the plain of Tecuacan. Hitherto I had only travelled

through the gorge leading to it : the fcene which afterwards ftruck me was fingularly

delightful, but the pleafure it occafioned was lefTened by the revival of my curfed fears,

at the fight of a cotmtry fo well peopled, and the refledion that I muff necefTarily

travel through fo large a city as Tecuacan, which I painted to myfelf fwarming with

corps de gardes, alcaldes, and alguazils of every defcription.

As it was too early to wait till night-fall, I bethought myfelf of the expedient of

rounding the town, without entering it ; in confequence, I continued my way at a

quick rate, but not fo quick as to be blind to the beautiful profpefts around.

From the extremity of the gorge I had jufl traverfed, on reaching the flope of the

hill, is feen the vafl and fuperb plain of Tecuacan. Its breadth is fix leagues, and it

extends in a fouth-eafl and north-weft diredion fome twenty leagues beyond Jalappa,

between two chains of mountains, which bound it eaft and weft, and feparate the pro-

vince of Tecuacan from that of Mexico Proper. The river of Tecuacan, and generally

fpeaking, all the waters run in the fame diredlion for the fpace of fifteen leagues

towards the fouth. The eye embraces with delight in a country covered with eternal

verdure, interfered by innumerable rivers, and chequered with five or fix cities, and

villages, and pueblos, and habitations, without number.

This fine country, however minutely examined, does not appear to be naturally fo

fertile as a view of its whole announces. The plain, properly fo called, is indeed very

produdive, and yields every grain peculiar to Europe ; but the foil is of a greyifh

colour, abounds in clay, and requires, in order to render it fit for fowing, a long

continued inundation ; and when the growing crops appear to fuffer from drought, it

is again watered, by means of fluices contrived at its different falls with much ingenuity

and care, in the banks of the river of Tecuacan : this is one of the beft managed regu-

lations 1 had hitherto obferved in the whole country, and doubtlefs the population were

taught'in its inftitution by neceffity, for the only compoft ncccfTary for the foil is water

;

and here it is diftributed to all the different farms, in the fame manner as it is to the

fugar plantations of Santo Domingo. The lands are tilled with the plough, and they

yield two crops annually, the one in May, the other in September. Corn does not

rife to the fame height as in the Beauce in France, but the ftraw ftands thick, and the

ear is well filled. It is trampled on by ten or a fcore horfes, on an area in front of the

barns,
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barns, to get out the grain, and the ftraw fells at a very high rate. By the home (talis

the lands appeared to be divided into large eftates ; but as there are no flaves in this

country, and as the fmall number of negroes here are free, and commonly hire them-

felves out at four piaftrcs per month, every procefs of cultivation necefFitates the em-

ployment, on the part of the proprietor, of other hands in addition to thofe regularly

kept in his fervice : to obtain thefe he is obliged to prefent a requeft to the alcalde,

mayor, who afligns him the rcquifite number of Indian labourers, at two reals per head

per day. The alcalde of the pueblos conducts them every morning by eight o'clock to

the rendezvous, always about two hundred yards out of the village, where the bailiffs

of the farms meet them, and point out their work, which continues until fun-fet.

Thefe bailiffs remain conflantly on horfeback all day long, expofed to the heat of the

fun, for the purpofe of overlooking their labourers.

The upper part of the plain, which comprehends the midway up the mountains fides,

is fufceptible of no fpecies of culture, owing to the impofTibility of furnifhing water, as

much as from the nature of the foil, which confifls of little more than an inch of vege-

table earth on a bottom of talc. Here nothing grows in fad but mimofas, cafti, and

certain fhrubs which, feen at a diftance, induce a conception of the foil poflfcfrmg a

degree of fertility.

The fummit of the mountains is covered with many kinds of trees, oaks, pines, &c.

But whichever way the eye is turned it conftantly embraces a view of difruptions,

erafions, and chafms among the mountains, vifibly occafioned by violent convulfions ;

for the ground there feems not to be a depofit of waters, but entirely free from fuch

accumulations. Among the innumerable fpecies of catli that I diflinguifhed was

efpecially the ca£tus nobilis, icofandria monogynia, Linn., mantiifa : it does not rife

more than a foot from the ground, and may be ten inches in diameter. I remarked

twenty other fpecies, which I have no where feen defcribed, and which, unfortunately,

I had no time to form a defcription of. In order to have brought with me all I found

worthy of thefchool of botany, I fhould have needed an additional cart at every twenty

leagues. I therefore continued my journey, fighing to leave behind me fo vaft a heap

of treafures.

After crolling a divifion of the river, I arrived at the fuburbs of Tecuacan. I faw a

trellis covered with grapes, yet green: what would I not have given for ripe ones!

There I left the high road for the plain. The corn had been jufl reaped, and I

noticed that abundance was left behind, yet green and growing, which proved to me
that it does not ripen evenly, an obfervation which I made every where along the

road.

I thus avoided the city, as far as the real bed of the river which runs through it.

At this part it is fix yards broad, and about three feet deep. In order to pafs it, I was
obliged to undrefs, but at the inftant I was about to enter it, fo prodigious a number of

turtles, which I had not obferved, plunged into it, that I was extremely frightened :

on feeing them my apprehenfions were difmilTed : thefe turtles are no larger than the

palm of the hand, of an oval Ihape, of a dirty mud colour, not ftriated, plated, nor

flated, or in any degree refembling others, but even backed like land-turtles or

tortoifes ; the flernum, which is all of a piece, is joined by an ofFification, and level

with the back, except the openings for the paws, the head, and the tail of the animal :

the fize appears to be regularly as I have ftated, for though the number I faw was con-

fiderable, there was no difference.

Unfortunately I drank of the water of this river, I fay unfortunately, for all the

night and all the following day my lips felt as if ulcerated. I attributed this incon-

venience



8o8 DE menonville's travels to cuaxaca.

venience to a rafti proceeding from my drinking of it when warm, and after being

weakened by fatigue ; but on my return, the fame accident happening, and not to me
alone, but to feveral others, I learnt that fuch is the common effett of its waters, which

are brinv, but which I had not before obferved, on account of my eagernefs and thirft.

I entered the extremity of a fuburb, bought fome bread there, and drank a glafs of

wine : this refreflied me ; and of refrefliment 1 had urgent need.

It was now but three in the afternoon, and I had already travelled twelve leagues

;

but defirous of not entering the city, I refolved to pufh on to San Francifco, ftill five

leagues further.

i then journeyed E. S. E. ; and the fun enlightening from behind me the beautiful

plain I had in front, my profpe£t was exceedingly varied and enlivened.

The high road in which I travelled is twenty yards broad, and bordered with hedges

of cifalpine and miraofa. On every fide I diftinguifhed nothing but fpacious dwel-

lings, lands well cultivated, or covered with crops, which were being gathered : fuch

an afternoon would to me have been mod delightful, had T not been fo perfeftly

tired.

After three hours walk I refolved on refting, butfcarcely had I ftretched myfelf on

the turf, before I felt my tendons fliffen, and my mufcles fvy^ell : I rofe haflily, in order

not to catch cold. The fun was on the point of fetting ; the fummit of the mountains

on my left was beginning to be covered with clouds, whence lightenings flaftied, and

the noife of thunder proceeded. I feared being caught in the rain, and to avoid it,

determined on halting at the very firft inn. I enquired of a labouring negro where I

fhould meet with one. He anfwered, that there was one at San Francifco, about two

leagues farther, but that I might meet with fhelter at a farm (la hacienda) of Don
Joachim, the herald (armorial) of Caflile, which he pointed out to me the diflance of a

quarter of a league from where I flood. I was fearful of ftraying from the high road,

during the night, from which I had already deviated, and above all, I dreaded the rain.

I therefore followed the advice of the negro, and repaired to the farm-yard. The

houfe was well built. I found in the yard a bailiif employed in caufing the corn to be

gathered in, which had been trodden from the flieafs, and be fanned in the barn. Mif-

taking him for the owner, I explained to him my embarraflment, and claimed his hof-

pitality, offering at the fame time to pay for what I might have. He received me
with politenefs, and informed me he was not the mafter ; but if I could wait till he had

completed the bufinefs which engroffed his attention, he would have the pleafure of

introducing me to him. I confented to wait his leifure, and entered the barn, where I

ftretched myfelf on fome truffes of ftraw : there I gave myfelf up to the refledions

fu"gefled by circumflances. Here, faid I, is corn, truffes of ftraw, a barn ; here is the

fame mode of culture as in France ; but what a difference does locality make in fen-

timents ! There, with what pleafure fliould I contemplate their labours, always

mingled with innocent paftimes ; there, with fecurity, might I give myfelf up to the

contemplation of nature : fhould I change my fite,it would ever be at pleafure, and with

certainly, at a trifle of expcnce, of fatisfying all my wants; here, in the fame manner

as a malefaftor, a fmuggler, it is requifite I fhould wear difguife ; that I fliould diffmiu-

late in order to procure for my fellow-citizens the enjoyment of a benefit which nature

hcrfelf dcfigned no Icfs for them than this jealous nation, from whom it mufl be ftolen ;

I find myfelf at length obliged to b( g for fhelter and fubfiflcncc ; to be indebted to

men who, not knowing me, perhaps may treat mc with contumely !

Thefe ideas, undoubtedly a prefage of what was about to happen, were interrupted

by the arrival of the bailiff: he conduced me inflantly into the hall of the houfe,

1

6

which.
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\\'hich, properly fpeaking, was no other than a pcnthoufe, while he went to fpeak to

his niafter.

I faw myfelf immediately furroundcd by a crowd of negroes and Indian fcrvants,

fome in livery, others in cloaks ; I lelt cold, approached a ftove where chocolate was

boiling, and fcatcd myfelf on the ground, my back to the fire, and wholly indifferent to

the ftupid admiration, and the brutal laughs of the fervants' hall.

At length, after half an hour had paffed, the bailiff made his appearance; he

brought the anfwer of his patron, who was willing to allow me fhelter, but excufed

himfelf from feeing me : indignant at fuch behaviour, I immediately decided on my
reply : I told the bailiff that I thanked his patron ; but not being of a quality to bear

with indignity, nor accuflomed to fuch uncivil treatment, I would neither fleep under

his roof, nor owe the flenderefl: obligation to a man whofe vanity felt a fliock at re-

ceiving me in perfon ; and raifing my voice at the inftant, and pulling from my pocket

a purfe of gold, ! took out a piaftre, and fliewing it to the fervants, exclaimed, " Who
will earn this, by fliewing me the v>ay to San L'rancifco ?" Twenty voices anfwered,

"I:"— and I was only emb:;rraffed refpe£l:ing choice. I fixed on a ftrong and
hearty negro, of good phyfiognomy, and took my leave of the bailiff, whom I left con-

fufed at the infult I had received ; it teemed to me even that this imitation of SpaniHi

pride was not dipleafing to the whole troop of fervants ; and that one and all they

blamed the conduct of their mafter.

It will readily be gathered, that my offended pride caufed me to make this hafl:y

determination, and 1 muff confefs that this weighed ftrong with me ; but at the fame
time, it occurred to me that a man who could ad in this ignominious manner might

be capable of fHll greater bafenefs and perfuly ; hence in my refolve a portion of pru-

dence was mingled.

When I left this unwelcome abode I breathed with greater freedom, and, as if I had
juft efcaped from fome impending danger ; and whether the refult of my indignation,

whether of the reft I had taken, 1 felt myfelf reanimated, and in a fliort time reached

San Francifco, but not wiihout a lowering atmofphere which threatened rain.

Then I entered the dwelling of a tradefman, as indifferent and eafy as moft of his

countrymen. I found in the houfe nothing to eat fave eggs and peas, but at the fame
time fome tolerable wine, and above all valuable, two mattreffes, of which I availed

myfelf with the more willingnefs, from its being the firff time fmce my departure that

I had found fo comfortable a lodging. I undreffed myfelf, and after well barricading

the doors of my room, flept peaceably.

The next day I left my hoft at four in the morning, after paying him fix reals, with

which he appeared fatisfied : he informed me that at Sant Antonio, two leagues further,

I fliould find horfcs, and infiru£ted me how to procure them.

I travelled along, fprightly as the lark, the morning cool and refrefliing, and the

road good as on the preceding day. Before I arrived at Sant Antonio I had to traverfe the

river Tecuacan, which at this fpot is ninety yards broad, its bed twelve yards deep ; it was
now, however, nearly dry, owing to the drainage of the fluices for watering the fields.

I conjectured, from the enormous depth of the bed of this river throughout a fpace of
five leagues from Tecuacan, that its fv, ells niufl: be frightful, and attributed them to the

torrents of the mountains ot the north-eaft, in which precipices are frequent ; whereas

in thofe of the north-eaft there are none to be feen ; thus affording a conclufivc proof

that the heavieft rains throughout the gorge are brought by winds from the weft.

J5y then 1 reached San Antonio, it was fix in the morning. This is a vaft pueblo oi

Indians, extending from one fide of the river, the fpace of a league, to the firft rife of

VOL. XIII. 5 L hills
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hills which precede the mountains ; there is but little land in culture ; the objefls at-

tended to are pimento, French beans, &:c. The ftreets are large, and covered with a

mimofa, exceedingly gummy, and of which the bark, of whatever age the tree, is con-

ftantly ofa bright green. I forwarded fome feeds of it to the King's garden. I took

my dinner at the houfe of the Spaniard who ke.eps the fhop (at the fame time the inn_)

of the hamlet : he was a good kind of man ; he fent for topiths for me for horfes :

there was but one mule to be had, and while it was got ready, I vifited the church in

the neighbourhood. It was adorned as much as poflible after the Spaniih manner
;

but before all the faints I noticed bouques, formed of liliacrous flowers, white and fear-

let, in very pleafmg clufters. I requefted the veftry-keeper in vain to furnifli me with

fome of its bulbs ; he could not comprehend what 1 afked of him ; and I had no leifure

to extend my refearches the length of feeking for the roots of them. What, however,

afforded me the moft delight, becaufe it depitled naturally the fimple manners of the

inhabitants, was the fight of two candelabras of a fmguhir defcription, one on each fide

of the chief altar : thefe were fo many plantain-trees, which in the (hade of the church

had rifen to the height of thirty feet, and nearly touched the roof: and why, thought

I, (hould thefe fimple, thefe natural gihs of heaven, fuem a lefs fuitable decoration to

the temples of the Eternal, than thofe vafes of gold and filver, difplayed with fuch

oftentation on his altars ? Muff not the fight of thefe plantains, fo valuable in their

productions to man, miprefs more ftelingiy than thofe rich metals the benevolence

and power of the Creator of all ?

On leaving the church I beftrode my mule, which was an excellent one ; and five

hours brought me to San Sebailiano, feven leagues from Sant Antonio : the hire was

feven reals for the mafter, and two for the topith, or guide, who ran before me.

However great the heat, 1 yet could not refrain fn)m alighting three or four times,

to colled fome pieces of a talc, fo beautiful, and fo brilliant, as at firfl: to be midaken

for native filver, or at lead the molt fplendid mother of pearl.

The whole country was richly cultivated in corn ; the plants I faw, as throughout

the whole of the plain, are very various ; the borders of fireams yield a fpccies of big-

nonia *, with yellow flowers, and leaves refembling thoi'e of the afh, bearing a fimilitude

to the bignonia ftans, except in being merely a fhrub, whereas the other is a tree which

rifes to the height of from fixty to one hundred feet. The hedges are covered with

the pafTi-flora foetidat (paflion flower), the fruit of which, fmall us cherries, are of the

fame colour ; finally, in thefe trees, which bearing plums of a yellow colour, and

tolerably pleafant, mimic in appearance fo well ihe pear-tree, that one might with eafe

be deceived ; but above all are remarkable the tred cadi, every where leen half way

up the hill, of prodigious fize, and a great orna.nent to the landfcape ; cerei
J, of eight

or ten different fpecies, their common height from thirty to forty feet on a trunk or

flem rifing from fifteen to fixteen feet, and five or fix in circumference. From this

trunk ilTue vertical branches, which give origin to other fimilar, the one fupporting the

other, and dividing like the branches of a chandelier, in fuch manner that the colledive

ftock fometimes occupies a circular fpace in the air of from forty to fifty feet in dia-

meter, and reprefents a kind of chandelier of a fea-green colour, and of fingular

beauty : all the branches, as well as the main flem, are furuilhed, at about ten or

fifteen thumbs breadth apart, with a fafcicule, covering the fpace of an inch, and com-
prifing about eight or ten thorns, Itionger and thicker than the largclt needles; the

fruit, fimilar to that of the opuntia, or prickly pear, is hke that dctcnded externally

• Didyaraia angioff crnaia. f Gynandria pentandri* % Icofandria monogynia.

with
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mih thorns ; in order to eat of it (for its tafle is plcafant) it is neceflTary to wait till it

opens, and the pulp, of a crimfon colour, falls; the Indians then extract the pulp with

a fpoon faflcned to a long pole, if the birds fliould not be beforehand with them. A vafl

number of birds build their neds among the branches, after the manner of our mag-
pies. Nothing is more dangerous than the f;\ll of the leaves of thefe trees : thcfe

leaves arc beams twenty feet long by one broad, covered with thorns, and would in-

fallibly kill the unfortunate traveller who (hould happen to be beneath them : but as

they never fall, except on occafion of violent florms, or when rotten, it is eafy to be
prepared. I'his fingular tree is more common than any other in this gorge, through-

out a fpace oi thirty leagues.

The pitahiaha, one of the fpecies of cerei, is commonly of minor fize ; its fruit is

not covered with thorns, but fcales, which are the leaves of the cup of the flower ; it is

truly a delicious fruit, and of valf variety of flavour : it is acidulous, and has a fragrant

tafle like rafpberries, which gives it a great fuperiority over the other fpecies that have

no poignancy ; within it is ot a purple colour, without brown, and its fize is that of a

fmall hen's egg. In order to gather it, the Indians make ufe of a long perch, to the end
of which is faltened a bafket of twiftcd branches,of an oval fliape, open at the fides, clofed

only at the bottom, and the top covered with two crofs-bars ; they elevate the perch,

and entangle the fruit in the bars, when the flighteft motion difengages it from the tree,

it falls into the baflcet, and is emptied into another; this, indeed, is the only method
that can be adopted to obtain the fruit, for neither man nor beafl: can climb the

tree.

Throughout the whole country the Indian lives on the fruit of this tree ; even the

young branches, when yet but half a foot long, and v/hile the thorns are yet foft, are

cooked. He makes ragouts of the buds and of the flowers before they are open ; for the

feeds, which are black, and covered with a hard ikin, he dries them, lays them in fliore,

and pounds ihcm to make him bread. At Guaxaca, I faw in the market leaves of a
kind of opuniia, which, long, narrow, and flender, are boiled and eaten like afparagus,

with butter, oil, or lard. Thus the prudent and frugal inhabitant of thefe parts com-
plying, without murmur or difficulty, with the laws of nature, draws from the native

produdions his means of fubfiflence ; while the capricious European, not fatisfied with

the precious boons of Ceres and Pomona, or the animals which he has fucceeded in

naturalizing in the country, is yet anxious, at an enormous expence, for thofe fruits

and viands with which nature here refufes to pamper his infatiable and gluttonous

appetite.

The pueblo of San Schafliano is pieafantly fituate ; It is in particular thickly planted
with trees, and in the rnidfl is a public fquare, and a cafa reale. For the firli; time I

ventured to alight at this formidable hotel, which had been reprefented to me in fuch
an unfavourable light. I called immediately for horfes. The alcalde, who was an
Indian, happened to be intoxicated ; the cafero, more fober, fliewed me a fchedule in

the houfe, on which the charge of travelling on every road was noted as eftabliflaed by
royal authority : it is commonly a fkilling (un efcalin) a league for each beafl of bur-
then ; to the topith one, two, and fometimes three fkillings are given. The roads here
are excellent, and conned the neighbouring cities and hamlets.

I met here neither with wine nor bread : fortunately I had brought fome bread
with me from Sant Antonio, which I ate with fome eggs, but for drink I was fain to

content myfelf with water. In getting fupplied with horfes I had no fuch difficulty,

for the providers of them went to loggerheads for who fliould furnifli me.

5 L 2 I now
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I now fet out, mounted on a moft excellent horfe. On leaving this place, the beau-

tiful valley of Tecuacan begins to become narrow, and is no more than a league broad ;

cultivation is alfo more f, are, the track of fertile land being of lefs extent ; little is

feen but fmall hills of talky foil huddled together, clogging the gorge, through which
ftill runs the river of Tecuacan, receiving another ftream about a league beyond : its

banks are moftly fowed with corn or maize as far as Los Cues, Efter which its banks
are barren decliviiics : however, before I reached this village, I faw a fugar plantation,

the fecond only I had feen in culture in all my journey.

Here I diftinguiflied canes of monftrous fize and height, a mill of wretched flrufture,

moulds a foot in height, and loaves of coarfe fugar, jufl taken from the pans ; in fine,

a few negroes, who appeared to work very leifurely. Sugar-works niuft neceffarily

be very expenfive in this country ; as for hard and laborious works, negroes are indif-

penfible, and as the price of a negro here is from five to fix hundred piaflers. Indians

who can be hired only for a month or forty days, fufficient time for other objeds of

culture, would not be adaptable to this, as owing to the continual change, they would
not have time to learn their bufinefs ; and as, moreover, they could not very often be
obtained at thofe moments when the fugar-works mod urgently require their affift-

ance.

I arrived at I.os Cues about feven in the evening : the nece filty I was under of
perpetually alcending and defcending the hills I have mentioned, rendered the way
tedious, and made reft defirable.

The village of Los Cues, feated on a fteep rock, and covered with a mount, which
was reprefented to me to have been at fome period a fortrefs belonging to the Indians,

feemed a pafs which might with eafe be fortified. All that would be requifite for this

purpofe would be to place a battery on the mount, to command the river and road.

I afcended this mount to fee if I could trace any veftige of a v/all, but the only thing

1 noticed was the remains of an Indian dwelling.

On going to the cafa reale, I overtook a Spaniard of good appearance, who was
travelling with two horfes : after axchange of falutation, he offered me fome pitahiahas,

which I ate with much gratification. We converfed together for fome time ; he in-

formed me there were robbers towards Atletta, whither I was going, but that fome of

them had been taken. I learnt from him alfo, that the topiths were by birth the al-

guazils of the villages, and authorized to arreft all thieves; that this, however, they

rarely effected, being great cowards, except when backed by Spaniards.

At Los Cues again 1 was obliged to have recourfe to my Itock of bread, and to be

fatisfied with water. There is not in the village a fingle inn, or rather, it contains

nothing to be had, except the fruit of certain trees with which it is fhaded. This

fhade, combined with the cool of a rivulet, which trickles through the town, gives

it a pleafing appearance, that, without thefe recommendations, it would fail to poifefs.

Here alfo I was obliged to pafs the night, on a fofa of bamboos ; but notwithftanding

the hardnefs of my pallet, my flumber was found.

At three in the morning I awakened my topith, and fet off for Aquiotepec, after

giving my horfe a bundle of facates. This caution often feemed to me neceffary, either

on account of the avarice of the owners, or the knavery of their fervants.

On the road, at the creft of a hill which commanded tlie highway we travelled, I

perceived fome men, who feemed as if concealing thcmfelves behind bufhes. The
relation I had of the exillence of robbers in this part now occurred to me, and I made "

preparation to defend myfelf with my knife, the only weapon I had ; but on nearing the

fpot,
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fpot, we faw the fuppofed thieves were only a poor Indian and his fon, with poles and

baikets, gathering piuiliiahas.

As we let off early we reached Aquiotepec by ten o'clock. At three leagues on this

fide of it, the gorge of Tecuacan is but a hundred toifcs broad ; at the village itfelf it

diaiinifhes to the breadth of the Rio Grande, the name of the river of Tecuacan, which

previoufly has received the contribution of another ; at this place it has a rapid courfe

over very bulky round pebbles, which render it highly difficult for a horfe to pafs when
there is any water in the river, as the horfe, unable to fix his feet with any fecurity,

rifks being carried away with the current : we were to the girths in water, but arrived

at the oppolite bank without any accident.

Aquiotepec, built on the back of the north-caftern mountain, is a pretty confiderable

hamlet, furrounded by a number of cocoa-trees, fironelliers, zapotes. Sec. A copious

rivulet walhes all its ftreets, and diffufes a delightful cool to the mild and tranquil inha-

bitants ; for here, as in every other part on my journey, mildnefsand tranquillity are the

charaderiflics of the Indians,

Generally they are flout and well made ; the women are tolerably fair, and have plea-

fing, nay moitly handfome features. I did not fee a fingle individual either diltorted in

perfon, or marked with the Anall pox. They do not feem deftitufe of induflry, but they

neither polfefs the hberty nor means of putting their talents to ufe : fiill the Spanifh mob
(for perfons of any knowledge are far from entertaining fuch an opinion) imagine they

poffefs wealth, and conceal their treafures, and in confcquence of this rooted and popu-
lar belief, they are fubjeft to continual vexations, notwithftanding the pofitive edicts in

their favour iil'ued by the Sovereign ; but again, how iillily ftupid is the obftinate per-

fiftance of the people, in maintaining fo wild a fancy! When a perfon has gold, will he
not purchafe with it the firll objects of neceffity ? will he not feek for more to multiply

his means of enjoyment, and to polTefs fome property which he may tranfmit to his

children .'' Such is the conftant bias of the human mind : cupidity indeed may induce a

mifer, who prefers to the pleafure of enjoying and diffufmg the means of happinefs the

bafe and difgraceful employ of hoarding ; cupidity, I fay, may induce fuch a being to

hide his wealth, and he may fucceed in concealing it from every eye ; but to fuppofe a

whole people would fubjedi themfelves to a thoufandy privations while in poffeffion of
treafures which would afford them every enjoyment ; that they fhould yet roll in wealth

where not the flightefl trace of it is vifible, and where fo many watchful eyes interefted

in detefting fuch a fact have never been fuccefsful, however well they might be dif-

pofed to deceive their cruel oppreffors, this is a charge againfl them which never can

be admitted.

By what happened to me at Aquiotepec, a judgment may be formed of the extreme
poverty of the inhabitants of that pueblo : on my arrival I aiked for horfes, which were
immediately brought ; but when about to pay in advance, as is ufual, I found I had no
filver : upon this I prefented a medio d^oro, but neither the mafler of the horfes, nor
anyone in the village, could give me change for it. Much embarraffed, I repaired to

the alcalde (a very civil Indian, as all are to whom the Spaniards entrufl this charge),

and entreated him to give me fmall coin for my gold, which I ihewed him ; but he
protelled por dios, por la madre dc Dios, por todos los Santos, that he could not, he even
proflrated himfelf at my feet, and implored me to believe him : his altonifhment, and
that exhibited by his whole family, at the fight of the medio d'oro, convinced me Itili

more than his words. Will Spaniards prefume to fay all this was a farce? For my
part I cannot think fo, and I teifilied my opinion by railing the good Indian from the

ground j 1 begged of him, moreover, feeing how impoifible it was I could manage other-

wife
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wife for want of money, to order the tr pith to condud me to Ouicaftan, where undoubt-

edly I fhould obtain change, and would pay him. He a;:;;reed in the reafonablcnefs of

my requeft ; and as the fundamental laws of the country exprefsly enjoin him to give all

aid and proteftion to travellers, he accompanied me to the cafa re:ile, and in a dignified

tone, of which I did not imagine him capable, ordered the topith to proceed with me to

Quicattan.

I departed therefore at eleven in the morning, after taking fome refrefhments : it was
necefl'ary in order to pafs the mountain, at the foot of which Aquiitepec is fituate, to

afcend by a path only two feet broad, cut in the fide of the rock. Let the reader figure

to himfelf two hundred fteps of this tremendous ftaircafe, from each of which a preci-

pice was vifible below, fix hundred yards deep, in which with horrid crafli Rio Grande
forced its way, and then conceive the dread which froze my faculties ; I trembled in

every limb, my head turned dizzy, and I was obliged to alight, and lead my horfe behind

me ; I held him by the bridle, but without looking back, and conftantly ready, in cafe of

the lead falfe ftep, to leave my hold, and let him drink alone of the water of that (tream,

which would for him have been the river of oblivion. Oftentimes at a flipperv fpot, there

was merely the branch of a tree, laid on infecure (lones, to hinder the paffenger from
rolling into this frightful abyfs ; beyond, it was requifite to make a turn in a very narrow
paffage, where the body of a horfe could only pafs by twifting ; I know not how the poor

animal contrived, though one might freely venture a wager he had done fo a hundred
times.

By three o'clock I found myfelf on the crefl: of this mountain ; fpite of its elevation,

as nothing is great but by comparifon, it feemed but a hillock by fide of thofe mountains

I faw on my left : we travelled on this crefl: the fpace of three hours. 1 found here

fome new fpecies of caiStus with flat and rampant leaves, and an aloe with crenclled

leaves, dentated at the edges with thorns.

The neighbouring mountains, however lofty, prefented to our obfervation fevcral

villages ; one of them termed San Juan del Re ; but which was not the village of that

name we fought.

I was now enabled to enjoy at leifure one of the mofl beautiful profpe5ls in nature;

behind me, ftill were diflinftly vifible the environs of Tecuacan ; in front the two pro-

minences of La Corta, a mountain fix leagues from Guaxaca ; Rio Grande ran on my
right between frightful fleeps ; finally, on the left, an immenfe country confifling of

hills and gorges covered with wood, extended between me and the mountains on
which San Joan del Re was fituate, and terminated with an infenfible flopc towards

Tecuacan.

I began to be fatigued and weary of fo long a route, when an opening fliewed me
the end of my toils, at lead for this day. This was Quicattan, which we difcovered two
leagues before us, in a tolerably handfome gorge ; we defcended into it by a road fome-

what lefs bad than that of the afcent; but the afpedt it prefented was not lefs horrible : it

was a perpendicular chafm of eight hundred yards, by a breadth of thrice that number,
feemingly occafioned by a mountain which had been fwallowed up in this fpot, and the

fragments and ruins of which flrewed around Quicattan formed fo many eminences.

Combined with this fcene of horror was yet fomewhat pleafing ; on the falient

ftones of the fciffure of the mountain, up rofe the cereus Peruvianas, which formed a

very grateful decoration.

But how much was the pleafure of beholding Quicattan interrupted by the appearance

of a garita, which feemed to forbid my entrance ! How to pafs without being flopt, in-

terrogated, and delayed by thefe wretched guards ! Thefe were the continually renafcent

8 fubje<a
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fubjed of my fears ; to flccp on my Iiorfc, to counterfeit ficknefs, thefe were flender llra-

tagems now worn thread bare, and which I felt no inclination to repeat : I chofe a piaa

more fimple, founded on the litile confideration thefe kind of people had infpired me with,

as defpicable hero as elfewhore. On getting near them, I defcendod my horfe in a bold

and determined manner, and my gold cane hanging at my button hole, and my diamond
ring on my finger, entered the garita witiiout ceremony, and pulling out fomc gold

before the tobacco guards, related to them the omlxirrallment I was under for want of

change. I mingled the ftatement with a thoufand incidents relating to my dread of

thieves, and the unevenn'-fs of the road ; finifhing wiih begging change for fome medio
d'oros, ordoublons. Such prattle no doubt made them fo filent ; they never put a fingle

queftiou to me: on the contrary I met with civility from them, approaching even to

mcanncfs, and they gave mc change for as much as I wanted. 1 then thanked and
left them, inviting the chief of the guard, in a manner a fuperior accofts one beneath him,
to pay me a vifit at the cafa reale.

Ouicattan, the capital of an ancient kingdom, is ftill a pretty large town, containing

about two hundred families. It is planted with trees of every kind, beneath which many
fountains of frefh water, fpread health and coolnefs. 1 made the tour of the town : its

population appeared to me confulerable, for every where I faw men walking about, and
women, feat^-d in the current of the rills which flowed from the fountains, combing,
wafliing, and foaping themfelves, for bathing is very ufual with the Spanifh women here,

efpecrally the head ; after well wafhing the head, it is foaped with the powdered root of

a polyanthus, which I brought back with mc, and which is fold in the country by the

pint ; with this fubftitute for foap, the flioulders and bofom are likewife waflied. The
fight of the beautiful black hair of thefe women, hanging down the neck and flioulders,

extremely fair, was highly intereffing nor did their fimple drefs delight me lefs ; their

long hair, divided into two treff's, and interwove with a rofe coloured ribbon, falls down
to the ground ; a very white fhift, a furbelowed muflin petticoat, a fcarf of gauze, or
Alengon lace, iometimes bordered with a fringe of gold or filver ; this, with a little

bouquet on the fide of the head, compleats their neat coflume, a coflume, if feen, which
would not be defpifed even by our niccft coquettes.

In this part I remarked a degree of emulation in culture, which I noticed no where
elfe : corn is fown, and the trees are lopped and grafted. I remarked, in the hedge
which furroundod a verv pretty garden, a fpecies of crefcentia didynum angiofpenn,

which w. uld have delighted Linne, feeing he enquires if any new fpecies exilt ; the

leaves of this fpecies are in bundles, of the fame form and colour, though fmaller than

in the one noticed by the father of botmy ; but the fruit, which is but two inches in

diameter, is ten inches long, angular and tuberculous like the cacao ; the feeds of the

fliape or a heart, fiii nhered in the pulp, are not larger than thofe of the capficum.

The fruit is ufed in kitchens as a pot-herb, or in ragouts : I met with the fame again in

the markets at Campoechy.

I was folicitous of feeing the parfonage houfe and the church: the firfl was very

commodious ; its owner, the rector, received me at firft with coolnefs, but on learning I

was a botanift , he made amends by a profufion of civilities, and confulted me on fome
complaints under whicii he laboured. This clerical gentleman was of good appearance,

with ruby countenance, which befpoke good living.

The pariih church is large, well lighted, and kept remarkably clean; it ' true, on
this occafion it was put in order, as the feaft of Pcntecoft was to be celebrated the next

day. A matter that furprifed me, was to lee a fchool-inaller there pradifing mottts for

the
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the following day, and fix choriflers repeating the mufick in very good time. To me
the air was pleafnig, and not without taitc.

The belfry is not more fmgular ; it is raifed on a natural mound of earth, and confifts

of four piles, eighteen feet high, faflened and croffed at top : from the crofs bars the

bell is fufpended, weighing not lefs than len thoufand weight. The roof of the belfry

is of ftraw thatch, like the roofs of our ice-houfes.

I returned to fupper ; and in the interval arrived the officer of the tobacco guard,

from whom I learnt whatever I would by means of a few glafles of brandy. The rogue

was perfectly well acquainted with the whole country from Panama to Acapulco, and

from Carthagena to Vera Cruz : he talked fluently on politics, declaimed againfl the

govei'nment ; and in cafe of need, afluredly was open to fedudion.

The cafero introduced to me likewife another traveller, in an honefl Francifcan friar,

about to preach at Guatimala. I enquired if he was inclined to accompany me in the

morning ; and he confented, provided I would wait until he had celebrated mafs : this

being agreed upon, 1 retired to reft, and he to fupper.

The next day we fet off at five in the morning, and arrived, after a fmart ride of a

league and a half, at the paffage of Rio Grande. Rain had fallen in the mountains ;

another day's rain would have rendered the river imprafliicable. Here it is much wider

than at Aquiotepec, its breadth not being lefs than four hundred yards, and the fides

confequently much lefs precipitous. An Lidian, beckoned to from the oppofire fide,

came, and took the leading horfes by the bridle, and, perfectly naked, conducted us

over the river ; for our part, we were in the water up to the faddle bow, and he to the

breaft ; and this look place fo leifurely that I had lull opportunity of noticing all the

danger. The current was fo rapid, that it confounded me. I was obliged to fleady

myfelf by the pummel, my legs on the horfes rump, and my breaft on iis neck. The
animal itfelf trembled, and advanced not a fiep without firll feeling his way, on account

of the enormous rounded ftones at the bottom. At length we got through, and my
fellow traveller, breathlefs with fear, and not lefs pale than myfelf, remarked in good
French, that if we had been drowned without having fint gone to mafs, the people

,, would not have failed to afcribe our death to a failure of devotion. I laughed heartily

at the fancy, and feeing whom I had to deal with by this fally, I was no longer under

any conftraint with him : he was indeed one of the pleafantell fellows, for a monk,
I ever met with ; and with this a man of fenfe, one who had fecn the world, lively,

and inquifitive as much as becomes a man ; finally, he was highly engaging, obliging,

and unceremonious.

We continually kept along the banks of the river till dinner time : it was covered

with twenty fpecies of water-fowl, both large and fmall, ci'pccially the crow, orgoofe,

corvus aquaticus minor, Linn., which I much regretted not having time to examine.

We arrived at an early hour at Don Dominquiilo, where, thanks to the good father,

who took with him a well fupplicd larder, we made an excellent dinner.

Don Don^quillo is fituate at the confluence of the Rio Grande, and the Rio de las

Vueltas, or the Turns, fo denominated from its frequent windings : it abounds in fruit

trees, and is plentifully watered.

As we were faddling our horfes in order to depart, wc heard a horn, and imme-

diately after faw a Spaniard, dreficd in blue turned up with red, with a large filver

plate, in form of a flTield, on his fide, and a fmall horn of the fame metal depending

from a cord which palled over the (lioulder ; he was a courier. As a fpccimeu of his

diligence, he left Tecuacan the day before, and reckoned on reaching Guaxaca on the

2 morrow
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morrow by fix in the morning. I held difcourfe with him for a few minutes : he
feemed inquifitive, but I readily concealed from him my defigns : he took a diflFerent

road to ours, over the mountains, in order to avoid crofling the rivers, no doubt from
apprchenfion of being (lopt by their courfe.

As for us, we pafled through the gorge in which flows the river de las Vueltas : this

gorge is in places a hundred paces broad, at others fcarcely a dozen yards : in order to

go in adiredt line through the windings of this gorge, it is neceflary to crofs the river

ievcnty times : my fellow travellers reckoned the number ; the muleteer by means of
fmall pebbles, and the monk by the beads of his rofary, and their accounts tallied ;

for my part, after the twentieth time I was tired of counting, and wasfo much fatigued

that 1 could willingly have halted midway in order to take a nap.

I found on the banks of the river a plant much resembling cockle *, a tree covered

with flowers, which I recognized imm.ediately for the cuffard-apple, or annona, but"

which in the country is commonly called the chirin)oia, which makes it ahnofl certain

that the famous chirimoia of Mexico, fo much extolled, is really nothing elfe than a

reticulated annona. I moreover found here the Mexican folanum, arborefcent, and
with large lanceolate leaves, which I had before noticed in the King's garden, and a
fpecies of fruir-bearing afclepias, with leaves like myrtle, a ffraight Ifem, and yellovp

flowers of the fhape and fize of our fmall yellow jeffamine.

At length the gorge through which we were travelling, enlargening to a quarter of a

league, we left the windings of the river, and arrived at Atletlauca, a pueblo fituate

in the gorge, and moll defirably on account of its excellent water. On the left of the

mountains and on a glacis, the flope of which is towards the river, ftand the church
and the cafa reale.

I felt unpleafantly from having my feet fo frequently wetted, and retired to red
without fupper, in fpite of the folicitations of my fellow traveller : tormented by the

gnats, I rofe the next morning by three, and wakened everybody : it was fo cold that

we were obliged to make a fire : my thermometer flood at 9* above the freezing point,

(48^° of Fahrenheit). We made a hearty breakfafl from the flora of the good father,

and vthen about to faddle my horfe, I was witnefs to a fpetlacle which frightened and
furprized me exceedingly : the riding mule of the mailer of the houfe, faftened to %

poft, had all night long been fucked, fome faidby a vampire (a fpirit), but really by a
living animal, a bat, which had bit it between the left ear and the mane, below the

occiput, and had drawn from it more than four quarts of blood : the whole head and
neck of the mule was covered with gore, as well as the poft, againfl which it no doubt

had rubbed, in order to difengage itfelf from this cruel harpy. I was in complete

aflonifliment at the fight, but I learnt that fuch events are common, and that when one
bat has fucceeded in thus opening the vein of a horfe or mule, all the reft come and
fatiate themfelves from this fource.

I gucfTcd this place to be wretchedly poor, from the care I noticed with which fome
women were colleding a few grains of maize, from a fpot where a caravSn of mules

had been recently fed. I learnt alfo that the maize which was the moft efteemed in the

country, and moft common, is long, flat, and quadrangular, and the ftraw white.

At about four o'clock we departed, and, four leagues from Atletlauca, after having

crofTed the river of Turns feven or eight tiines, we diftinguifhed Galiatitlan : charm-

ing hamlet! no, never fhall I forget thee. I no longer wonder at the anxiety I felt

that morning to fet off, the impatience I experienced to arrive : thefe were, doubtlefs,

• Agrollemma decandria pcniagynia.
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forebodings of my good fortune. Not mines nor metallic wealth dofl: thou enjoy,

perhaps, but for me, nothing that is curious ; but thou firfl prefented me with the

objeft of my prayers and refearches : yes, thou art the moft lovely of hamlets !

At Galiatitlan it was that, for the firfl time in my life, I faw the cochineal alive on
the nopal by which it is nourilhed : I even trembled with extafy : the day before, my
capuchin, who was very well acquainted with the country, on detailing its riches and

cultivation, had mentioned to me cochineal. I merely expreffed to him a defire of

having fome in my pofleflion, that I might the better be enabled to defcribe it ; but

when he told me it was likewife to be found at Los Cues, which I had pafled through,

I was vexed with myfelf exceedingly, at miffing the opportunity I had had of finding it

fooner, and at lefs expence.

Still I had nothing wherewith to reproach myfelf, for how was I to have known
there was cochineal at Los Cues ? Under apprehenfion of difclofing my fecret, I had
impofed on myfelf a reftridion from even mentioning the word cochineal. In this vil-

lage I met not with a fingle Indian who underftood Spanilh ; and the only Spaniard I

encountered, though he did indeed fpeak to me of cochineal, by no means even hinted

at its being cultivated there ; I never thought, therefore, of looking for it at that place,

and chance alone could have thrown it in my way.

After all, I had no caufe to repent my going fo far in fearch of it, as my extra

journies afforded me the opportunity of feeing more of it, of fpeaking of it more
largely, of procuring excellent vanilla, and finally, of meeting with more fafe means
of tranfporting and preferving all my treafures.

I'o return to my dear cochineal. On arriving at Galiatitlan, I faw a garden full of

nopals, and had no doubt I Ihould there find the precious infeft I was fo defirous to

examine. I therefore leapt from my horfe, under pretence of altering my flirrup

leathers, entered the grounds of the Indian proprietor, began a converfation with him,

and enquired to what ufe he put thofe plants? He anfwered, " to cultivate la grana"
I feemed aftonifhed, and begged to fee the cochineal ; but my furprize was real when
he brought it me, for inflead of the red infe£t I expefted, there appeared one covered

with a white powder. I was tormented with the doubts I entertained, and to refolve

them bethought me of crufhing one on white paper ; and what was the refult ? It yielded

the truly royal purple hue. Intoxicated with joy and admiration, I haftily left my
Indian, throwing him two reals for his pains, and galloped at full fpeed after my com-
panion, who was waiting for me at a wretched fugar-work, the canes about which,

however, were fuperb. At lafl, faid I to myfelf, I have feen this infeft, have held it

in my hands, I fhall undoubtedly meet with it again, as I am now in the country where

it is cultivated : the Indians affuredly will fell it me ; and I thus fliall be able to bear off

my prize, the object and end of all my ardent wifhes !

Still certain reflexions mixed gall with my delight : I could not hide from myfelf

the difficulty I fhould have to bring to a fafe haven an animal fo light, fo pliable, fo

eafy to crum ; an animal which, once feparated from the plant, could never fettle on
it again : the fhocks of the horfe, a journey of a hundred leagues by land, could I hope
with thefe to preferve it ? and the enormous plants on which I iiiw the infecV, was it

poffible for me to tranfport them ? how was I to hide them ? and what a cafe muft it

not require to contain a tree eight feet high, by a diameter of five or fix.

Thefe mournful ideas occafioned me a deep revery, which not all the gaiety of the

capuchin could difperfe. I excufed myfelf, by pretending fatigue, and the vexation I

endured from my horfe, the worft, in real truth, I had hitherto croffed.

To
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To San Juan del Re thediftancc was fix leagues, with but one intervening mountaiii,

called La Coda. It is nearly a league perpendicular in height, and the road over it is

almoft as difficult as that of Aquiotepec ; while to complete our trouble in paffing it,

we were beleaguered by two caravans of loaded mules : the road was fo narrow, that

we were obliged to alight from our horfes, and climb upon rocks, in order to leave

room for them to pafs, and made way for five hundred animals following each

other one by one : the found of the bells, and the whiftling and fmacking of whips of

thirty muleteers, echoed by the furrounding mountains, occafioned a flrange confufion,

a noife with which we were almoft ftupified.

However, after attaining a certain height, the road becomes wider and of more

gentle afcent. The foil confifts of vegetable earth, yielding in abundance excellent

herbage, on which, at their halting, the mules are wont to pafture. This mountain,

conftantly enveloped in fog, is remarkable for its perpetual cool, and the deep fliades ;

its pines, its oaks, and large timber of various kind, occafion regret, that to remove

them to the plains, fhould be a work fo difficult and expenfive.

The profpeft from the creft of the mountain is wonderful : behind is feen Quicattan,

and that mountain of Tecuacan, from which we had diftinguifhed the one on which

we were, in part extended the magnificent plain of Guaxaca, and the valley, between

two chains of mountains, which reaches to Guatimala, three hundred leagues diftant.

On the right and left, the eye embraces diftindlly a fcope of forty leagues of beautiful

country ; but in front it was that a real paradife was difplayed. The views of Guaxaca

in the diftance, and of fifty villages or hamlets on this fide of it, vying with each other

in beauty and pleafantnefs of fitc. Tiie fplendor of the ftone with which they are built,

their roofs of curved tiles as in Lorrain, the gardens and charming trees with which

they are encompaffed, had certainly a ravifhing efFeft.

The road prefented us with objefls no lefs curious : I might have collected more
than twenty herbaceous plants and fhrubs of a curious and novel kind, but all my
attention was attraftcd by a flower of a fplendid blood-red colour: it was a lily of

St. Jago, amaryllis formofiffima •
; the whole neighbourhood was covered with it.

I rccolleftcd having feen it in flower in the royal apartments at Verfailles ; and I pro-

mifed myfelf to pluck fome bulbs of it on my return, for my friend Mr. Thouin, the

head gardener of His Majefty ; he had made me a prefent of two, for the purpofe of

naturalizing them at Santo Domingo, but having left that ifland fo foon after reaching it,

I had entruftcd them with an inhabitant of the colony, by whofc negligence they

periflied : and here I cannot refrain from remarking how little curiofity, invention, or

induftry, except indeed in what regards the peculiar objedts of culture, fuch as coffee,

fugar, or indigo, is difplayed by the inhabitants of Santo Domingo. His immediate

culture alone engrofles all his faculties ; what is merely commodious or ornamental

never enters his fancy ; from fuch a charafter is not to be expected any care for the

naturalization of different fruits and flowers, or a folicitude of perfecting fuch as have

been tranfplanted there : why fhould I ? he quelUons ; am I not fufficieritly occupied

in making my fortune ? I look, as the end of my labours, for enjoyment of life, and

next year I fhall fet off. Even ten years after, the colonift is flill found on the ifland j

and finally there he terminates his days.

We arrived at Sant Juan del Re at noon. The lands fown with corn through which

we travelled, reminded me of Europe. The firft thing that ftruck me on entering the

puebfo, was a plantation of nopals in moft excellent order. I was dying with inipa-

* Hexandria mooogynia.
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tience to enter it, but was obliged to accompany my party to the cafa reale : r/hile,

however, fupper was being prepared, 1 flipt away^ Thinking it the houfe of the reSor
of the village to whom the plantation of nopal was dated to belong, I entered that of

a tall and ftout negro, who was the alcalde of the place. After firft compliinents, I

fixed my attention on a pewter bafon on the table, in v/hich I faw a quantity of dry

cochineal, mixed with dirt ; refpefting it, I put a thoufand qucftions to him, and
Hated how much I fhould be gratified in feeing bis plantation of nopals ; my roque

feemed to pleafe him as much as my condefcenfion]; for this defcription of people is in

general treated by European Spaniards with the moft profound contempt. He led me
with readinefs to his garden, at the gate of which I faw a fingular affixture ; it was a

ieaf of the nopal nailed to the threfliold, on which, faftened by as many pins, were
ftuck a number of caterpillars, and two or three fpecies of coccinelli, one of which
was the coccinella caSi coccmelliferi, coleoptris atris duobiis pundis luieis, Lin. This, at

firft, I regarded as fome amulet or charm, and of bad augury with refpeft to the

religion of my African ; but the lady of the alcalde, though as black as her hufband,

iindeceived me in the moft fatisfaftory manner, by informing me that there were lot

enemigos de la grana, the enemies of the cochineal, which were thus immolated at every

;harveft, and which were placed there in order that they might be univerfally known
and devoted to general perfecutioa.

The plantation of nopals might have an extent equal to an acre and a half; it was

neat, kept in good order, and the trees loaded with the laft crop, which appeared t9

me a very abundant one. The nopals, all of them of the fame age, were about four feet

high, by as many broad ; the order in which they were planted like as at Galiatitlan, was

from eaft to weft. I fancied that I difcovered the male infeft in a fpecies of coccinellus,

of a very lively red colour, but I have fince been fatisfied by experience, that I

was in error. The proprietor informed me, that he collected from four to eight

arobas of cochineal annually, and that its price on the fpot was from eighteen to twenty-

four reals the pound.

"While in converfation with the alcalde, my travelling companion became impatient

for his dinner, and fent out in fearch of me. I ate with a good appetite, imagining we
fhould make another ftage after dinner, and reach Guaxaca that day, from which we
were yet eight leagues diftant ; but the monk, who loved his eafe, fignified that he did

not mean to proceed farther.

For my part, I refolved on fetting oft immediately after dinner; and returning thanks

to my monk as well as his major-domo, to whom I made a fmall prefent, I jumped on

my horfe, and already anticipated the found of the clack of the whip in the faux-

bourgs of Guaxaca : how wide in my reckoning was I ! The rafcally topith had

furniThed me with a mare in foal, which could not be made to exceed a walk. I was

perfeSly in a rage, but foon became calm from the refle£l:ions to which the incident

gave rife. I faw confirmed the old obfervation, that the depravity of man is in pro-

portion to the extent of fociety ; in fad all the Indians I had feen in my way as far as

Sant Juan del Re, were generally fpeaking fimple, mild, and ingenuous, becaufe at

-diftance from great towns ; but from this place to Guaxaca, they are fly, fubtle, and

even knavifh and idle : it may truly be faid, that the neighbourhood of European

Spaniards has been a peft, a plague equally unfortunate and prompt of diffufion.

How different the condudi of the topiths who hud been my condudors before this

one ! I had had tolerable good horfes, or at leaft had not been led into error, but this

fcoundrel had had the impudence to extol the excellence of the mare I rode, though

.a truly good-for-nothing beaft j but this was not all, tired at length with the obftinacy
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•of the wretched animal, i enquired if there was no place where I might red? the

topith anfwercd no. 1 had heard of the band of thieves of Atlctla, and now had
ftrong fufpicions, not only that ray condudor was a rogue, but alfo that he might be
one of the band.

Night was drawing on, I fc-arcely knew what plan to adopt, when fortunately I

.diftinguiflied a procelhon, which fatisfied me we were at but a (hort diftance from
Attetla. I made all diligence to reach the redory, alighted from my horfe, kiffed the

Heeve of the redor's furplice, according to the culhom of the place, and enquired for the

cafa reale : we entered by the lower part of the hamlet, he pointed out the cafa ia

the upper part, about a quarter of a league diftant, whither I repaired: it is fituate

in an immenfe explanade, and forms part of a large pile of building, which feeraed to

me a farm-houfe : in front there is a large gallery paved, on the left a prifon, on the

right a.''/Vw/(2,or (hop,kept by the lieutenant of the alcalde; on the north-eafl the explanade

is terminated by an imnK-nfe builduig, which feemed a magnificent cadle. I had the

curlofuy to vifit it, and found it to be a convent of Dominicans which had formerly

belonged to the Jefuits, but which their fuccelTors had fuffered to fall to decay. The
architefture of it, half Roman, half Arabefk, notwithflanding the excellence of the

mafonry, was, in my eyes, poor: I entered the hall in which the courts are held, the

ornaments of which announced that the diftricl of this alcadia is large.

While waiting the return of the lieutenant of the alcalde, in order to procure fupper,

ten or twelve men in cloaks paiTed in fucceffion before me, making low bows, and as

if defirous of accofling me. Their Httle promifmg phyfiognomy was a fufficient induce-

ment with me to fend them about their bufinel's ; and I afterwards learnt that they were

•idle fcoundrels, who lived (in the language of our excellent La Fontaine) merely by
franches-lippe'^s, or fpunging : men fit for thofe employments only which exacT: neither

labour nor fidelity. I concluded, as muft every one, that fuch l^Uows are of no value,

and that the fooner the country fhould be quit of them the better.

In the mean time the lieutenant of the alcalde returned : I paid him a vifit, and found
him feated at his counter in the middle of the fliop : he received roe with the gravity

of a monarch giving audience to ambaffadors, and fcarcely vouchfafed a look ; but

I had for my part too contemptible an opinion of the wretch to take any offence at my
reception. All I wanted of him was fomewhat for fupper ; he furniflied me with bread,

four eggs, and a gallon of wine ; but Ihortly after I had occafion for him, for per-

ceiving that my knave of a topith gave my horfe nothing to eat, I requefted the inter-

ference of the lieutenant of *he alcalde, who attended to my requeft, and even threat-

ened to make .him pay for its food himfelf.

After this I laid myfelf down to reft on fome very clean mats in the auditory, and
flept with that tranquillity a many may do in a court of juftice, who have nothing to

dread from the laws.

The next morning I departed at day-break ; the cold very fnarp : my mare, thanks

•to my pains, went fomewhat better than fhe had done the day before, but {he fooa

became tired, and at two leagues from Attetla, I was fain to fend away my topith,

not without a ftrong inclination to give him a found threfhing: fortunately for him.

pity interpofed and pleaded his caufe, fo that he efcaped punilhment.

I continued my road on foot. The town was no more than a league and a half

•diftant, the country along the road delightful. I fancied myfelf transported into our
plains in Europe, and proceeded to Guaxaca between hedges filled with trees and plants

unknown to me before : among thefe were a juniperusfabina* of twelve feet in dia-

''' JDioetia manadclphu^

imeter^
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meter, convolvuli, palos, cordovans, &c. The fuburbs of Guaxaca were thickly fei

with plantations of nopals, at which I glanced an eye occafionally, but without exhibit-

ing any fymptoms of curiofity. Finally, I entered the town with the appearance of a

perfon who had recently left it for a walk, and halted at an inn pointed out to me
on my right, a hundred paces diftant from Noftra Sra de la Soledad, the term of my
pilgrimage.

Nothing can be conceived more magnificent than the fite of Guaxaca. From Sant

Juan del Re to this town, opens a plain two leagues in breadth, which extends the

length of five or fix to the environs of the town. On the lowefl: part of the Hope of a

hill, which appends to the chain of mountains on the north-eaft, ftands Guaxaca, the

capital of the province of the fame name, at a diftance of fomewhat more than a league

from the mountains. It fronts the opening of three plains, that of Sant Juan del Re,

that which leads to Guatimala on the fouth-eaft, and another on the fouth-weft, of

which I forget the name. This pofition has rendered it a centre at which the firfl

fale takes place, of all the annifeed, cochineal, and vanilla collefted in the gorges between

the high mountains, by which it is encompafled at diftance of five, fix, and fevenleagues.

It is amply furnilhed with cereal productions, and fruit of all kinds from the plain ; the

foot of the flope on which it is built, is bathed by a beautiful river ; and well planned

aqueduds fupply it with abundance of water of the utmoft excellence. The air,

conftantly refrefhed by eaftern breezes in the morning, and at evening by others from

the weft, is pure and delightful, and of fuch moderate temj>erature, that at eight in the

morning in May, my thermometer denoted 16'' above the freezing point, and at noon
22°*. From this happy circumftance, notwithftanding it is fituate about the ao"* of

latitude, it enjoys an ever-blooming fpring. Finally, magnificent and highly orna-

mented profpefts, excellence of foil, profufion of fruits as well European as Ame-
rican, which fucceed each other in unremitting continuance, would make an aftual

paradife of Guaxaca, were it only pofleffed by a more induftrious and aftive race

of men.

Its numerous fteeples and elevated domes give this city, at a diftance, an air of

grandeur ; and it may be truly affirmed, that its interior correfponds. It is fixteen

hundred fathoms long, by about a thoufand broad, and nearly quadrangular, if the

fuburbs be included, which are replete, as I have before remarked, with plantations of

nopals and gardens. Its ftreets are wide, ftraight, well-paved and level. The houfes on

each fide are built with ftone, two ftories high. At the time I was there, a town-houfe

was building on a plan which evinced ^fome tafte,and will prove a great ornament to the

great fquare on which it is built : the ftone is of a fea-green colour. The fame fquare

is adorned by the bifliop's palace and the church, which form two of its fides, and

both of which, after the manner of the Spaniards, are entirely furrounded by arcades,

ft.rongly conftrufted, and of infinite utility in protefting paffengers from the fun and

from rain ; to conclude, all the churches, which are numerous and finely built, are

neatly whitened without, and richly ornamented within.

The population of this city, including negroes, mulattoes, and Indians, amounts to fix

thoufand ; it is the refidence of a biftiop and a governor of the province, and is under

the jurifdiftion of the audencia of Guatimala, to the viceroy of which province the

governor of Guaxaca is fubordinate.

The inn to which I had been direfted was fo wretched and filthy that I could not

reft fatisfied with making it my abode. I made hafte in dreffing myfelf, depofited in

my room the packet of clothes which I had conftantly carried with me, and which I

• 68* the morning, and 81V of Farenheit at noon.

found.
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found, however fmall, yet cumberfonie, and left the place, much embarrafled at my
appearance, and not knowing whither to go. Without a cloak I looked at once a

foreigner ; a net for my hair, aTid a broad-brimmed hat fcarcely in any degree pro-

tected me from a crowd of inquifitive eyes. To get rid of the curiofity of the people,

I entered the firfl; church I met with, and thus without fufpeifting it, accomplifhed my
vow ; for it turned out to be that of Noflra Sra de la Soledad. After admiring its

treafure, its gildings, the dome, in a bad tafte, but built of brick varnifhed externally

with chequer-work, and a multitude of ex votos, equally ridiculous and fanatic, I left

the church as little forwarded as, and in no better heart than when I entered. I

wandered about at random in the ftreets, when at laft I noticed that I was followed

by a man in a cloak, whom I had feen at the inn. He was loaded with rofaries and
fcapularies, and at firfl: fight might be miftaken for a very devout zealot. When in

the church he kneeled as I kneeled, rofe as I rofe, walked in my fteps, and ftopped

when I halted. I was feized with fear. I imagined him to be a fpy employed by the

police, and fixed there purpofely to watch my motions, or perhaps thofe of all new
comers. I refolved on knowing the truth, and accofled him, enquiring whether his

rofaries were for fale ; he anfwered in the afHrmative, but that he had another occupa-

tion, which was to learn where I fhould pafs the day : where I pleafc, was my inftant

anfwer, in a tone demonfl:rating a greater fund of affurance than what I aftually

poffeffed : but why this queftion ? Becaufe, faid he, fimpering, and in a myfterious

manner, I fhould feel myfelf fo happy if it fhould be in my power to procure any
enjoyment to a flranger fo kind and generous as you appear to be. At thefe words,

which at once unmafked his charader, I breathed with greater freedom. I now
perfedly comprehended that this gentleman was no other than what at court, where
all things are painted in their faired colours, is termed the prince's friend. Gracious

powers ! faid I to myfelf, and is it in the very fanftuary of the immaculate Virgin that

vice prefumes under the veil of hypocrify to exhibit her allurements ? Turning then

to ihe unknown ; friend, faid I, you follow then a pretty and very obliging fort of

trade ; but I have no need of you, and beware how you follow me any further.

After this incident, I penetrated into the city, where 1 met with fome tolerably

handfome coaches, and crowds of people. I was folicitous of feeing the cathedral.

It was now the third feflival of Whitfuntide, and high mafs was celebrating ; the

mufic was fine, grave, and majeftic, the voices excellent, the cadences in good
meafure, and the numerous and folemn paufes well calculated to infpire devotion and
reflefting thoughts : I was in a profound extacy, when at the elevation of the hoft, a

grey-headed prieft:, holding a filver crofs in one hand, like our chorifl:ers in France, and
in the other a wand of the fame metal, like our porters, touched me gcjitly with the

latter, and requefted me to take off the net from my hair, which hitherto I had con-

ftantly worn unnoticed in all the churches ; I did immediately as I was defired ; and
could but admire this regulation, though feeling hurt at the fpecies of affront I had
unwearily drawn upon me, I immediately left the church.

I had occafion for fome repairs to my watch, and after looking about, at length

found a watch maker's. He was abfent, but his wife received me in fuch a manner
as almoft; to put me to the blufh ; fhe was a woman of fix and thirty, a brunette who had
been handfome, and was fl;ill tormented with that immoderate defire of pleafing, which
fome women lofe only with life itfelf. She made mc a thoufand queltions, and fuc-

ceeded in learning I was a botanilt. She concluded thence that I was a phyfician, and
endeavoured to perfuade me to fix at Guaxaca, telling me, that notwithflanding the

extent of the city, there was not in it either a phyfician or furgeon, and that Ihe would
1
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vouch that her hufband, who was a corregidor, (hould forward me to the full of hw
ability ; fhe even in pretty difl;in£l terms told me fhe could herfelf be of fervice to me 5^

and I began to feel Ibmewhat fbr the gratitude fhe might expeift, when fortunately her

hufband entered : he was an excellent maehinift, and drew extremely well, as he

fatisfied me by a multitude of works, which he difplayed as well in relief as on paper,

of his doing. He had moreover rather a curious garden, in which I gathered fome
feeds of mira-fol, and fage with corn-rofe flowers.

After leaving the con-egidor, I obtained a direction to a trunk maker's. My plan

required I fliould be furnifhed with cafes or coffers eafy of tranfport. The tradefman

to whom I was direfted (hewed me fome of all fizes. 1 chofe eight two feet long by
fourteen inches broad, and of fimilar depth. They were of a white and very light

wood, dove-tailed, even bound at the corners, and with locks ; they were moreover
fo folid and fo well made, that better could not have been produced in any workihop

in Paris. The price alfo was reafonable. They coft me feventeen reals the pair, or
about four (hillings each ; I afked for no abatement, and my liberality purchafed me
the prefent of a baflcet of apricots which had juft been given to the trunk-maker, and
which he obferved me notke with longing eyes. This European fruit is fo much
degenerated from not having been grafted, that it is but little larger than the Mont-
morency cherry. It has notwithftanding preferved its original flavour.

I now perceived that I (hould never have been able at Los Cues to have met with

the fame refources as at Guaxaca ; there indeed I might have obtained cochineal, but

this was not fufiicient, the means of tranfportrng it were alike neceffary. I was
confequently very well fatis(ied with my bargain : I merely conditioned, over and
above the purchafe, to have partitions made in each of the boxes, and I brought away
with me the keys.

Delighted at having thus affured id a degree fuccefs to my undertaking, aiT:oni(hed

at finding myfelf fo far advanced, and at having fo readily overcome all the difficulties

I had to (ight againft, I was fcarcely able to bear my weight of joy, and imagined

myfelf in a dream from which I dreaded to awake, but which every inftant I found

Would be the cafe ; the greater the facility I had hitherto met with, the more was I

apprehenfive of the obftacles which I painted to myfelf would attend the future. This
mixture of fatisfadion and inquietude occafioned an opprelTion on my mind, a melan-

choly which I was utterly unable to fliake off.

In this (late I walked through the (treets without well knowing whither I went ; at

length I found myfelf in one of the fuburbs called de las Bueltas or the Turnings, z

name diftinftive of the gardens of this country, where it is confidercd beauty to interfe£l

them by walls and partitions, which occafion fo many windings and receffts in the

fame inclofure. Among others were fome plantations of nopals, the order of the

rows in which 1 obferved to be (fill the fame as I before had noticed, that is to fay,

from cafl to wcfl, but in almoft all of which the crops had been recently gathered. Iq

fome plantations I faw men employed lopping off the branches, in others planting ; at

length I diftinguiflicd one which appeared to me magnificent, and fo thickly loaded with

cochineal, that not a fingle leaf could be taken from the nopal without cruihing a thoufand

of the infedts. In order to take a furvey at leifure, I entered into a garden, parted

from the plantation only by a hedge, under pretence of buying flowers. The firft

objects in this garden which excited my attention, was a violet coloured after, as large

as thofe grown with us, but produced on a (hrub refembling, by its pinnated leaves,

our elder tree, and which had a very fine effect: what however cngroffed almoft the

whole of my attention and thoughts, was the beautiful plantiitiou of nopals, and while

the
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the bouquet I had ordered was bcinp gathered, I fatiated my eyes with the fpeftacle-

before me. The nopals were thickly planted at about four feet diftance, in lines fix

feet apart. I learnt that this nopal ground belonged to a negro who was not there
at that time, I fed myfelf with hopes of buying of him both the nopal and fome of
the infedts.

After traverfing feveral other gardens, I returned to the city, and caufed thofe to

be pointed out to me belonging to an apothecary whofe name was l)on Antonio Pifa,

and which had been highly extolled by the gardeners I had fpoken with. The pro-
prietor, conceiving by my drefs that I was a Frenchman, fhewed me the utmofl civility,

and proliered me his fervices : after which, informing him, that being a botanifl: I

was anxious to fee his garden, he caufed his nephew to accompany me to it,

politely excufing himfelf from not being of the party, owing to his advanced age and
infirmities.

This garden, interfered by five or fix walls, which, no doubt, announced fo many
frefli acquifitions, appeared to have been framed at great expence. A copious foun-
tain, very plcafingly ornamented, delivered its waters at the height of eight feet, into

an antique vafe, whence through four fpouts, they defcended into a fpacious bafin,

from which they were conducted into different refervoirs. A number of Indifferent

pinks, a quantity of falvia othecas, a fpecies of fage, fome agaves, mililot, blue ever-
laftings, cxal * or forrcl, pot-herbs, malvae (mallows), apricots, grapes, and peaches ;

thefe formed the whole of the rarities I found in this garden, which moreover was kept
in very indifferent order.

While I was there, I faw a female enter the garden, the lady of a corregidor. In a
rich veil of black velvet trimmed with gold fringe. She came efcorted by a very
handfome man for the purpofe of feeing, as I afterwards learnt, the face of a French-
man. I paid my refpefts to her in the mofl: polite manner, yet, hurt at thus becom-
ing the objeft of general curiofity, and much vexed at my foreign appearance. After
ihe had retired, I went to return thanks to the apothecary, and fpoke in high terms of
•his garden.

Much pleafed with me, Don Antonio Pifa was follcltous I fliould vifit another
.garden not lefs curious : I repaired thither, and did indeed find a garden which would
have done honour to the marfhes of Paris, by the fine difplay it afforded of cabbages
artichokes, rafpberrics, apricots, and grapes. Water was every where diftributed in
little gutters along plots planted with parfley, turnips, radifhes, and well hearted
lettuce. Five or fix workmen Indians, or of mixed breed, were at work here • here
alfo I found the owner Don Gregorio Meuta, one of the corregidors of the city, a
man about five and forty, of handfome countenance, and graceful deportment : he
condefcended to applaud my refearches and curiofity, and pointed out to me every
thing that was curious. What however appeared to me mod worthy of remark, was
a tree which at firll fight refembled much a reine claude plum-tree, but which
was no other than a malpighia which I had not hitherto fecn. I begged the proprietor
to allow me to gather fome of the fruit in order to obtain the Hones : the fruit it yields

is as large as our white-heart cherries. I wiffied to pay for what I gathered, but was
not fuffered ; nor would even the Indian workmen who attended accept the two reals

which I proffered them.

I again returned to my apothecary, and having given himapifture of the wretched
inn at which 1 had taken up my abode, a pidure which, from the difficulty I had to

* Decandria pentagynia.
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exprefs myfelf in Spanifh, made him laugh till the tears dropped, I befought him to

point out to me feme one where I might get a decent meal ; and this he promifed to

do. The converfaiion next turned on the different objecls of culture in the country ;

he enquired if I was acquainted with them, to which I anfwercd in the affirmative,

with the exception of vanilla, which I was anxious of feeing in order to defcribe it with

the precifion of a botanift. A prieft, who happened to be profent, interrupted me, to

ftate that he had feme in a wood dependent on a farm belonging to him, about fix

leagues thence, and that, if I wiflied it, he would fend one of his Indians thither with

me the next day as a guide : he even offered to obtain a horfe for me, and this with all

that politenefs and kind anticipation which we Frenchmen are wont to deem peculiar to

ourfelves.

I then look my leave, exceedingly pleafed with my day's work, and well convinced,

that with a little hardihood and uftivity much may be effedlied.

I repaired to my new inn, recommended by Don Antonio Pifa, conduced by a fer-

vant of that gentleman : it was kept by a Frenchman, who had been cook to the late

governor. I accofted my countryman with a fenfation of pleafure, and with that con--,

fidence which might eafily be conceived by any one who for the inftant would place

himfelf in my fituation. 1 did not even take into account the difference of our ftations

in life, nor had I any reafon to repent my condefcenfion, for he was really, and not

merelv in appearance, a very good kind of man. I could perceive he was rich, though

he complained of his bad fortune, and plainly fiw that this was only the better to hide

his profperity, and not excite envy, in a people always jealous of our induftry and

fuccefs, and at the fame time, poffibly, that he might the better be enabled to leave the

country, at a favourable opportunity.

I begged of him to give me a good fupper, affuring him that it would be the firfl;

Cnce my leaving France: he promifed he would, and kept his word, for I had One

truly worthy of a governor's table ; and afterwards was enabled to take a delicious

night's reft, undrefled, and between ftieets, on a tolerably good bed, an enjoyment I

had not experienced for a length of time.

The plan I had arranged, to purchafe fome nopals and cochineal on the fucceeding

day, occafioned me to wake very early in the morning : I was up therefore by three

o'clock, and taking with me two Indian fervants belonging to the inn, each with a large

bafket and tov,'e!s, I repaired to the plantation of nopals I had feen the day before.

I left the fervants at the gate on entering, and myfelf took charge of their bafkets.

The negro owner was fcarcely awake. He came towards me with a fimple, modeft, and

civil air, quite different from what is ufual among people of his ftamp in the kingdom

of Mexico. I informed him that being a phyfician, I wanted, for the purpofe of

making an ointment for the gout, a few leaves of the nopal, with the cochineal upon

them, which I begged him to fell me, as the cafe was urgent j telling him I was willing

to pay for them whatever he might require : he permitted me to take as much as I

pleafed. I did not require twice bidding, but immediately fele£i;ed eight of the hand-

iomeft branches, each two feet long, and confifting of feven or eight leaves in length,

but fo pcrfeftly covered with cochineals, as to be quite white with them. I cut them

off myfelf, placed them in thebeft poffible manner in the boxes, and covered them with

the towels. I then enquired what they were worth. He protefted they were well

worth two reals : I readily believed him : I, who would not have held them dear at as

many quadruples ; but, that I might not render him aware of how good a bargain I

reckoned upon having made, I merely gave him a dollar, telling him I had no change,

and begging him to keep the remainder to drink my health with. The good old negro

3 rubbed
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rubbed his eyes, fancying himfelf flill aflccp; and while he overwhchncd nic with

gratitude, I called in my Indians, loaded them with the two bafkcts, and made ofF

with the rapidity ot lightning.

My heart beat in a manner that beggars defcription : it fcemed to me as if I was
bearing away the golden fleece, but, at the fame time, as if the furious dragon, placed

over it as a guard, was following clofe at my heels ; all the way along I kept humming
the famous line. At length I baie it in my po-wcr, and fliould willingly have fung it aloud,

but for fear of being overheard. 1 arrived at my inn out of breath, and flipped in

unperceived, and without having met with a fingle perfon in the flirects. The dawn was
opening, but nobody yet had rifen in the houfe. I fliut myfelf up in my room, and

then packed my dear nopals, with incxpreflible fatisfaflion, and in the tenderefl: man-
ner imaginable, in two of my fmall boxes, taking the precaution to lay them two at

top, and two at bottom, feparating them by the partition, and fl:icks of a dry and
pliant wood.

Thus, by five in the morning, I found myfelf in poflfeflion of a fine cargo of cochi-

neal, which not afoul had either feen me purchafe or pack. The negro who fold it me
was a fimple, good kind of man, and the Indians, whom I liberally rewarded, enjoin-

ing them at the fame time to fecrecy, with refpcft to where they had been with me in

the morning, were themfelves ignorant of what the precious load th^^y carried.

Tranquil on this head, I went to enjoy, beneath fome orange-trees in the court, the

pleafure of my reflexions, and the cool of morning, waiting the period of my hofl;

rifing. Never had the fky before appeared fo beautiful, never the climate fo pleafing.

The day before my imagination was filled with monflirous chimasras : this day every

thing was of charming afpeft, and admitted of my giving the reins to fancy.

Whatever my future fortune may be, faid I to myfelf, I have now completed the

end of my journey ; I may now fet off. Yes, evea direftly ; but no ; vanilla, which I had
been told could be obtained no nearer than at a difl:ance of twenty leagues hence, va-

nilla comes as it were of itfelf to invite my taking it : let us effedl this fecond conquefl:.

At length the people of the houfs roufed from their flumbers. Breakfafl: was ferved

up, to which I did more juftice than any one, and at which I noticed a Angular fruit

:

it was an apple, the pulp of which was foft, and black as raifin. The Spaniards call it

fapota negra : I opened feveral, and took out their kernels. As I meant to fet out at

noon in fearch of vanilla, I ordered a good dinner to be provided for me at eleven

o'clock.

I then fent my compliments to the priefl: Don Jofe Ortiz, and reminded him of his

promife, after which I drefl: myfelf, for the purpofe of taking a furvey of the city.

My countryman, who was my guide, had the kindnefs to lend me a cloak : with

this, my hair in a net, and my broad brimmed hat, I looked perfedtly a Spaniard, and
had no longer the vexation to endure of hearing conftantly rung in my ears, aqui Jla
Francefe, there goes a Frenchman.

We made the whole tour of the city, and I meafured its ftreets : it appeared to me,
on this occafion, even more handfome than it had done the day before. The only

thing which feemed wanting, and which, not only here, but throughout Spanifh

America, if Mexico be excepted, is every where a defideratum, is an alley of trees, or

a promenade : one indeed had been planned here below the aqueduft. There are even
bafins of fl;one prepared for conduding water to it from a fountain ; and this fpot, its

fitualion confidcrcd, would without doubt have been a mo ft delightful one for a public

walk, but the plantation was never carried into efll'ft, and the whole plan dropt to the

ground.

5 N 2 We
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We vifited the market, one the befl: fiipplied of any I had feen fince I feft the

Havannah. I found in it all kinds of fruit ; but what moft forcibly ftruck me, was rhe

fight of raw cochineal expofed for fale: when I fay raw, I mean undried, and whh the

mfecls yet alive. The price of it was eight reals the pound. I at length returned

home loaded with plants, leaves, and branches of all kinds ; among the reff with a

fpecies of palma Chrifti, or ricinus*, of an uncommon fpecies, which I have fince

difpatched for the King's garden.

After having packed my plants in my chamber, I went to a man who had been

pointed out to me for one who let horfes, and without a fyllable faid to my hofl; on the

fubject, who reckoned on having measagueft at leaft for a fortnight to come, I hired

five horfes, at eight reals each, to carry me the next morning to Sant Juan del Re.

At eleven o'clock I had another meal worthy of a governor's table, and ferved with

equal promptitude and elegance ; but what again ? Doubtlefs the reader, in perufing

this narrative, will take me for an abfolute glutton ; but let him paufe an inltant. I

was intoxicated with joy. I fought for gratifications, '
as a compenfation for my

labours, and poffibly this was of a lefs dangerous nature than another, for there furely

could be no harm in ftrengthening my poor body, weakened by the fafls and bad fare

it had endured, and rendering it capable of withflanding the mortifications it had yet

to undergo.

Don Ortiz had not forgot me : by noon his horfes were at my door. I immediately

rofe from, table, and leapt into the faddle, loading the muleteer, my guide, with a linen

fack, four feet high, which I had bought for the purpofe in the morning. After this

wefetoft'at full fpeed, each of us with a handkerchief round the head, covered by a

large flapped hat,* and the crown of this furmounted with a cone-fliaped cap of cotton,

to caufe a divergency of the rays of the fun, a precaution highly neceflary.

We reached, without halting, a mountain four leagues from the city, which it took

us a quarter of an hour to afcend. After this we went down into a valley, in which

the farm of Don Ortiz was fituate. The produce of the valley nothing but wood and

maize. We continued our journey two leagues farther, when we met fome people

belonging to the farm. I wifhed to addrefs them, in order to know where we might

find what we were infearch of, but the muleteer pretended to know vanilla very well ;

and boafted that he could fliew it me himfelf. We in confequence alighted, and during

half an hour fought for it in vain among all the trees. I Itill waited for my muleteer

doftor to point it out to me, and, at laft, whether from ignorance, whether from

defign, he fhewed me inftead of it an arum fcandens, with palmated leaves, the ftem

of which, it mufl beconfefied, pretty much refembles that of the vanilla. I told him

he was an afs, and that inftead of thus making me lofe my time, he would have done

much better had he called for one of the Indians. It was, in faft, five o'clock, and I

was under the grcateft anxiety left I fliould be obliged to return without the vanilla,

or have to fleep at the farm, which would defer my intended departure on the next

morning. I was almoft mad with vexation.

At length an Indian, with a hoe in his hand, made his appearance. Brother, faid I,

holding out a dollar, fhew me fome vanilla, and this is yours. He coolly bade me
follow him ; and advancing a few fteps through the underwood into a thicket, in which

were a number of trees, he immediately climbed up one, threw down lo me two cods

of vanilla, perfcftly ripe, and pointed out to me a branch on which fcveral othe-s were

hanging, yet green, together with two faded flowers, of which the neftarium flill

* Monoecia polyadelphia.

remained.
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remnincd. I recognized it for an cpldendruni. 'l"he form of the leaves, the flone, and

the fruit, perfeQly well defcribed, the peculiar fmell of the plant : every thing con-

vinced me it was the real vanilla, in every thing correfponding with fuch I liad feen

at the houfe of Don Athenas, at Vera Cruz. All the trees of this little copfe were

covered with it. I faw a quantity of green fruit, but colleded no more than fix

fpecimens of thefe, and four large cods, which were ripe. I caufed the Indian after-

wards to part from the root fome of the fcions which had fprung up. Thefe I tied

well together, wrapping up the whole in the leaves of an arum, which at their bafe are

three feet wide. After thus packing a faggot, which weighed upwards of thirty pounds,

I placed it in my large fack, which I fattened on the rump of my horfe. I was fo well

fiitisfied with my Indian, that befides the gourd I promifed him, I gave him in addition

two reals. For his part, unwilling to be outdone in generofuy, he ran to his hut, and
brought me three other cods of vanilla.

Who now was more confufed than my mulatto ? for me, I was highly pleafed with

not having liftened to him.

We again mounted our horfes, and we made fuch good fpeed, that by nine in the

evening we reached Guaxaca.

I direfted my guide to make my beft refpefts to his mafter, and repeat how much I

held myfelf obliged to him. I gave him, for the ufe of the horfes, fix piaftres, and
two for his individual trouble, aiter which 1 again entered my inn, with the vanilla,

without any one knowing what it was.

It was late, and I fupped by myfelf. After fupper, I defired my landlord and
countryman to make out his account, and announced my departure on the next

morning. He feemed greatly furprifed at my intention, but anfwered, that he had no
demand to make ; that he had entertained me with great pleafure, as a countryman,

but without any view of gain. I eafily comprehended his drift, and, prefenting him
three dollars, enquired if that was fufficient. He flill affumed that he had received me"

as a friend, and that I might pay him nothing if I pleafed. To this I drily anfwered,

that he, being a Frenchman, was capable of difcerning, by my exterior manners, that

I was not a pcrfon to be treated gratuitoufly by him ; and that, moreover, his fituation

in life obliged him to fell his fervices to every one. I thought it right with this to add
three more dollars to thofe I had before placed on the table, at the fame limerequefting

him to prepare me a few provifions. When our holl noticed the tone I affumed, with

a fatisfied look he placed the fix dollars in his pocket, and in very polite terms returned

me thanks. Shortly after he fent me what I had required.

I now fhut myfelf up in my chamber, and paifed a part of the night in examining

and arranging all my plants in my boxes. Two of thefe were dellined for the vanilla,

which I marked, and mingled with a thoufand other plants, collected at hazard. As
while doing this I frequently opened and fliut the boxes, my hoftefs, on hearing the

noife, became exceedingly curious, and fought to fatisfy her inquifitivenefs, under
pretence of making me a fmall prefent of chocolate. She therefore knocked three or
four times at the door of my room, but I conftantly objefted to opening it, fo that at

laft flie was tired out, and decided on leaving the chocolate on a chair in the adjoining

room.

I flcpt but a little time. By four in the morning my horfes being come, I awakened
mine hoft. His aflonifliment was at its height, for I had not apprized him of the

meafures I had taken. My cafes and baggage were all laid on my cattle in an inftant.

I mounted on one of the horfes, and obliged the topith to lead on the others before me
at a good rate. 5
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Day-light had not yet beamed on Guaxaca, when I fet off. On account of my train I

found the ftreets exceedingly long, for I was anxious to avoid examination, and the

excitement of curiofity ; at length by day break I gained the open country. The
morning was remarkably cool. I ftruck my heels into the fides of my horfe, and increafed

our pace. My horfes turned out to be excellent ones, and fpecded fo well, that by half

pafl; feven we reached Atletta, whence, without halting for rcfrefliment, I proceeded

onwards to Sant Juan del Re, occafionally alighting to gather plants.

On the road I met with a do£lor, who, converfing on the objefts of culture, informed

me, that nopals had been tranfported into Caftille, for the pnrpofe of attempting the

naturalization of the cochineal, but that the projedt failed, from which he drew the very

wife conclufion, that it was impoffible the culture of it fliould fucceed any where but in

the kingdom of Mexico. This anecdote, whether fabulous or true, was calculated not-

wlthflanding, to give me at the time fome uneafinefs ; but now, while writing this, that I

am well aflured of the fallacy of the affumption, I cannot but fmile at the folly of thofe

people who make deductions, which they generalize from circumftances true only in

particular cafes.

By then I entered Sant Juan del Re, it was eleven o'clock. I was in hopes of pur-

chafing here fome cochineal, but the black alcalde not being at home, I determined to

wait till his wife returned : fhe came in a little time, and I immediately afked her for

four branches from her nopals; and without giving leifure for refleftion, fhewed her a

dollar, which perfuaded better than words : I at the fame time enquired of her refpedting

a variety of matters, which I had either omitted to obtain information upon before, or

which I thought might need comparifon with what I had learnt at Guaxaca, though chiefly

refpecting the mixture of the fylveftre or wood cochineal, with the black or fine. She
illuftrated the different points I queflioned her upon, and to my fatisiadion ; and per-

mitted me to feleft four branches from the nopals, which I placed in a fifth box.

After taking a nap I fet off precifely at noon, and again afcended the famous moun-
tain La Cofta, frequently calling back an anxious eye on the beautiful country I was
about to leave. How numerous were the curious plants I b?held ! . How much did I

regret my incapacity of carrying away fpecimens of all ! I did however alight to pull up
fome of the bulbs of the lily of St. Jago, or amaryllis fermofiflima. I colleded fix

dozen of the roots, though with extraordinary difficulty, on account of their being a

foot deep in the ground, and that, fiiff and very hard as the foil was, I had nothing but

a knife with which to remove it, while a vertical fun darted its noon-tide rays on my
back. I likewife found a violet with a bulbous root like that of the lily, of which I

dug up a dozen roots : I gathered, moreover, a hundred oxales (forrels), with bulbous

roots, foiiis oftonatis pellatis ozatis. I morever gathered fome feeds of a thiflle, large

as our artichoke plants; fome of the fruit of a fort of medlar; fome of the Sabina

juniperus ; and certain acorns large as our largefl walnuts.

While thus endeavouring to diffipate the tirefomenefs incidental on a long journey,

I perceived that my muleteer had turned out of the king's highway, which topiths are

exprefsly forbidden to do ; and I was violently enraged at his condud, promifing, within

myfclf, at leaft to withhold his trinkgiit, or drink money. However we began to

defcend by roads, very bad it is true, but which kffcned our way by a league. I then

allowed that my guide was not fo much in the wrong, and was pacified. At the bottom

of the Hope I found the beautiful fage, with corn-rofe flowers, which I had feen at

Guaxaca : from this I extracted feeds, as well as from another variety with blue and

highly beautiful flowers.

While
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While threading a narrow path cr.t out of the rock, I had a fingular rencounter : it

was of an Indian who was driving two hogs to Guaxaca. They were of mondrous fiiJej

and I was obliged to ftand afide, in order to allow them to pafs ; while, in confequence,

I was attentively looking at them, I obferved, and not without a hearty laugh at the

whim, that they had pumps, or rather boots on. What, faid I to myfelf, a hog in pumps,
while the poor Indian that drives them is barefoot ! The hogs had, really, on each of

the joints of their parted hoof, a boot with a fole of ftrong lea'ther; and the whole fo

neatly fewed, and fitting with fuch exaflitude, that at firfl I thought them natural appen-

dages belonging to the animal. It was in vain for me to puzzle my brain for the reafon of

fuch a whim, and I was fain to apply for information to the Indian. For him, he feemed

to pily my ignorance, aitonifhment, and laughter ; and in a very phlegmatic manner
anfvvered, that it was to prevent their becoming foot-fore. Rcfleftion made the motive

feem but reafonable, for the animals were fo fat, and are naturally fo lazy, that if they

had not been booted, having a journey to make of five and twenty leagues, and (hould

wound their feet, they would have fallen away, and even have remained on the road.

When at dinner, at an after period, with theintendant of St. Domingo, on his afking me
refpedling the roads in Mexico, I telt a ftrong inclination of relating this faft, in order

to quality him to form himfelf an opinion ; but as there was a large company at table,

to whom I was unknown, I was fearful, on giving account of a circumflance fo fmgular,

to pafs for an inventor of fables ; I therefore merely anfwered his interrogation by
telling him in general terms, that I found them very bad ; and in good truth, though

the road I was now travelling was that of Guatimala, and the only highway on which
is tranfported the various produce of a valley, which extends four hundred and eighty

leagues, I did not find thirty leagues of road on which a carriage could pafs.

After a long journey of fixteen larger leagues, I again revifited my charming hamlet

of Galiatitlan. I faluied it on my arrival full of gratitude, for its having firfl prefented

me with the delightful fpeclacle of a plantation of nopals. It was too late, and I was too

much fatigued, to vifit the Indian into whofe grounds I had entered on my way to

Guaxaca ; I therefore thought only of getting my fupper, and retiring to reft. I flept:

but little. I had judged it rcquifite to give air to my plants ; and for the purpofe placed

my boxes, opened, in the court of the cafa reale, and every half hour paid them a vifit.

In the intervals between I took a walk in the church-yard, which was at no great diftance.

A beautiful moon light (hewed me the way ; and with pleafure I collected the roots of
ami»ry uidas from the tomb. At this inftant, calling to mind the Night Thoughts of

Young, I faid to myfelf. Is it then really confequent that reflexion on the immortality

of the foul (hould give rife to melancholy, as the cafe with that gloomy doctor? By na
means, but rather

Let us, while through this vale we fpeed»

Cull every flowret in our way.

At two in the morning, I again clofed my cafes, carried them In-doors, and laid down
to fleep till dawn.

As foon as I arofe, I haftened to the garden of my Indian. The cochineal harvefl had
been gathered ; and I merely took from him four plants of the nopal, which had already

rooted, and for which I gave him fix reals.

It is to be obferved that I burthened myfelf with thefe nopals, and with four other

plants which I collected at Sant Antonio de Los Cues, apparently froni an excefs of

caution, and that I might not have any thing wherewith to blame myfelf: but how wife

this caution v^ill be fcen j for of all the branches loaded with cochineal, which I had
' bougliJ
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bought at Guaxaca, and Sant Juan del Re, and on which I placed my chief depend-

ence, not one was preferved to the end of my voyage, as I had the afllidion of feeing

them all rot one after the other, and of being obliged to throw them into the fea while

traverfing the gulf of Mexico. It was to thofe plants on which I placed the lead re-

liance that 1 had to afcribe the ultimate fuccefs of my projed, as thefe were the only

ones which furvived the voyage, and which have multiplied.

The Indian who fold me the nopal plants was the fame who let me my horfes ; and his

fon afted as my topith. This atForded me means to hold a very interefting converfation,

and acquire confiderable information refpefting that culture, to which he paid his chief

attention. It was this man who prefented me with fome of the fibrous net work of the

cocoa, of which he informed me the nefl: for the cochineal was made : it was from him

alfo I underftood, and at his plantation that I faw, that the mother cochineals for the

fucceeding harveft are preferved in open air and on the fame plant, and not as averred

by the Abbe Raynal, and that even in his laft addition, on detached branches put under

fhelter in the houfe. I made, as very natural, remark on hearing this, that I fliould have

thought them liable to be deftroyed by the rains ; but this objeftion he fet at reft, by the

anfwer he gave, which was, that in the ftormy feafon of the year, Se tapan con petales,

they are fheltered under leaves.

At the plantation of this Indian I likewife, as I had done before in fome of the

church- yards, coUeded fome buds of a beautiful fyringa afperifoliis, but they

perifhed.

When on point of departure with his fon we perceived near a fountain his young

filter, who at that inftant was fetching water. She was a lovely brunette, about nine or

ten years of age, with blue eyes, and the moft beautiful complexion. I had juft before

given her a real. She drew nigh her brother, and without uttering a fyllable flipt it into

his hand. My poor brother, Ihe no doubt reafoned, is now about to travel on foot over

fix weary leagues of ground for merely a wretched real, and which even my father puts

in his pocket, and has but four tordillas and fome pimento for his dinner. Suppofe I give

him this real, he will be able to fare better, and better be able to endure the tedioufnefs

of the way, and the burning heat of the fun. Such in fliort was the refledion I read in

the expreflive eyes, full of intereft and compafTion, of this amiable child, and in the

look of gratitude the young lad direfled at his filler. I was deeply affeded by this little

incident. Come hither, my child, faid I. She came blufliiug and uneafy about the motive

of my calling her. I gave her another real, which I bade her keep for herfelf. The little

maid' laughed with joy, took the real, and turned her back on me, without the flighted

thanks ; but what thanks were neceflary ? Did fhe not fmile ? Throughout the whole

morning I amufed myfelf with pleafing refledions on fraternal love ; and this incident

confirmed me in the idea I had ever entertained, that a tender affeftion for their brothers

is not uncommon with females ; and that it could not have been fcenes like this which

originated the obfervation of rara concordia fratruvu Incidents like thefe it is which

render one difpofed to love mankind ; but how rare are they in large aflbclations of the

fpecies ! and where did I meet with this ? Was it not among the fteepeft mountains,

in the moft diftant parts of America, amid people little removed from the wild ftate of

nature ?

After proceeding three leagues on my way, I met a herd of fwine, confifting of about

fixty, all of them in new boots. Now, indeed, faid I, accofting the Indian who was

driving them along, I plainly fee that this is not a mere whim, but a fafliion, quite the

fafliion of the country : in truth, now all that thefe gentry want, to draw down not only

admiration, but even the envj of their drivers, would be to make an addition to their

^refs
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drcfs of a cloak, hat, and ruffles ; but all I could fiiy failed of exciting a fmlle, for the

Indian was of a mod grave and ferious turn of mind.

When I arrived at Atlellanca, I was obliged to go to the re£lor to change fome gold :

he appeared tome to have great partiality for this fhining metal, and to be ready, if

needed, to give mc filver for ail I had. He fliewed me the (lutfed (kins of two animals,

• which he called tigers but which were juft as much the fkins of tigers, as of Mexican
bears; of this I am fatisfied, as at an after period I bought fome of both the one and the

other, thefe much fmaller: thofe of thcredor were fix feet in length from head to tail,

and two feet and a half in height ; the head, face, hair, and teeth of them were fimilar

to thofe of the cat ; but the colour of the hair was that of the fawn, very bright, per-

fedly fmooth, and without anv longitudinal ftripes, or ocellary * fpots ; thefe nionflrous

aninials, faid to be very ferocious and fanguinary, had been killed within two leagues

of the village : would I could have borne them away with me ! the reftor would affur-

edly have parted with them for gold.

On difiiiifling my topith 1 gave him another real, as well becaufe he was the brother of

the fweet little Indian girl, as becaufe he had conduced himfelf with propriety, and that

on fuch occafions I feldom reftrided myfclf to .abiding by the regular prefcriptions for

drink money : thefe kind of people are commonly fo wretched, and at the fame time

appeared to me fo worthy, that I always confidered a real or two extra not idly thrown

away.

I again crofTed the numerous windings of the river de las Vueltas, and again with the

like impatience and vexation, but at the fame time with lefs inconvenience, on account

of being better mounted. I was unable however to reach Don Dominquillo before

night, where I again met with a jubilee and proceflion, for it had been ordained I think

that from Paris to Mexico had 1 gone I fhould conftantly fee nothing elfe : this one I

found interefling; the mufic of the charming Salve Maria, which I took down in notes,

is really excellent ; it was fung in chorus, the parts given in perfect unifon, and was a
piece of mufic altogether capable of pleafing even the moft delicate.

When Juftice and Peace, tired of living with mortals, by whom they daily were infult-

ed, abandoned for ever their ungrateful hofls ; Fame fays, they took refuge in heaven,

from whence they came. The rumour here was wrong : after wandering over the

different portions of the globe, conftantly vagabonds, and conftantly abufed, thefe

celeftial beings withdrew to a corner of North America
;

yes, the village of Don
Dominquillo, This little hamlet, fimple in appearance, unadorned by the meritricious

works of art, but rich, but charming from its fite on the Hope of a hill, at the con-

fluence of the Rio Grande, and that of Las Vueltas, appeared to them worthy of their

abode ; and here I enjoyed the mild prefence of thefe amiable but flighted powers.

The circumftance which called for this remark I fhall relate : While I was at fupper,

I fent for a topith, with whom I had entered into contradl for furnifhing me with
horfes for Ouicatlan ; the knave had the addrefs to cheat me of three piaftres, without

my noticing the fraud ; his lively and feemingly ingenuous looks, and poffibly the

cares with which my head were filled, combined to lay me open to deception : the

keeper of the cafa reale, however, perceived the fraud, and pointed it out to me, but
the topith was already out of fight with my money. In the mean time, after the pro-

ceffion, while walking in the public fquare, I faw two Indians carrying each of them a
ftaff fix feet long, on which they fupported both their hands. I paid at firft but little

• Ocellaire, in the original, from ocelli, little eyes an Italian word.
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attention to this incident, till at length I heard a cry repeated thrice in the Mexican
language, and three whiRles. In an inltant, ray rogue of a guide prefents himfelf,

out of breath with running, and makes a number of low bows to the men with flaffs,

the diftinclive marks of their office : the one was the alcalde, the other his afleffor.

As 1 faw them advancing towards me, I met them half way : in my prefence, in a very

deliberate manner, they interrogated the topith refpe<5ling the number of horfes I had
requeued, and the price he had afked. He confeffed the whole he had alked, except

two reals. They next enquired of me, how much I had paid. I told them the exa£t

fum. Turning next to the topith, they a{ked him, if he had fhewn me the table of

fares ; and, on his confefling that he had never even mentioned it to me, the alcalde

very feverely, though at the fame time without the leail fymptom of paflion, repri-

manded him ; firfl, for having exacted more than the ordonnance prefcribed ; and
fecondly, for having dated the fum he had received at two reals lefs than what it really

was. While they were fpeaking, I minutely obferved, by help of the moon-light, the

features of thefe fimple officers : they exhibited not the leafl fymptom of rage or in-

dignation, not even the leaft emotion. Immutable as the law, they judged and decided

by its rule, and never did fenator, counfellor, or judge, with all their fumptuous para-

phernalia of office, in fdk and ermined robes, in fcarlet or in black, in coronets, caps,

or periwigs, never, I fay, did either look more auguft or majeftic than did, on this

occafion, thefe poor and tattered Indians.

Ahei- convifting the culprit, on his own confeffion, they made him reftore the whole
fum he had received ; after which, entering my apartment, where was a light, they

attempted to calculate what was juftly his due, but, little ufed to handle money, they

were unable to fucceed, and I was obliged to take on myfelf this talk ; when, having

(hewn to their fatisfadion, that I had given three dollars and two reals more than I

iliouid have done to the topith, the alcalde reftored them to me, and gave the remain-

der to the topith, enjoining him to have his horfes ready at the hour appointed. I was
dumb with admiration. I thought myfelf in a dream ; a judgment io unartificial, fo

fpeedy, fo perfeftly equitable, was what I could not conceive : a6tuated by the en-

thufiafm by which I was filled, I gave the cafero, by whofe inftituting the procefs I had
enjoyed this fnterefting fpeftacle, a dollar, and begged the alcalde to keep in his own
hands the three dollars and two reals, for the purpofe of diftributing them among the

{X)or of the hamlet. I would willingly have given, had I means, a thoufand piafters,

to have perpetuated the memory of this honourable act of juftice ; for it cannot be dif-

guifedjthat the bell means of enforcing among mankind the pradice of wifdom and
virtue is to honour and reward even the moll infignificant adions which denote its

cxiflence : men always ad from fome interefted motive ; and what motive can be re-

garded as more valuable than that which has for its end tha efleem of one's fellow

creatures and polterity ? Let us then but applaud good adions, and ihofe fame applaufes

%vill prove the feeds of others.

With thefe pleafing fancies I retired to reft, and fweet was the flumber I enjoyed ;

but at two in the morning, folicitous of making a long day, I awoke my topith : the

rogue was out of temper, which I noticed the mofl: plainly at the paflage of Rio
Grande. In this river I fiiw an animal fwimming, which I took to be cither a crocodUe
or a cayman, though its muzzle did not yet feeni to be fo long as theirs. I enquired

what animal it was, but inftead of informing me, in order to prevent the gratification

I might receive from fatisfying my curiofity by a more minute examination, the malicious

rogue picked up a (tone, and threw it with fuch nicety, that, though at eighty paces

12 didaatj
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diflant, he flriick it on the head, which occafioncd it to dive under water, and it did

not appear again. At dinner he met with his reward, as I neither gave him a meal,
nor money to buy drink, as I was elle accuftomcd to do.

I reached Ouicatlan at nine, and after purchafmg a provifion of bread, left that place

at ten, palling, without flopping, by the guard-houfe ; the chief of it, whofe good-will

I had injured on palling before, whether on this account, whether owing to his being

employed in counting the mules laden for Guaxaca, paid no attention to mine, but

made a fign to my topith to proceed without unloading his cafes : I fqueezed his hand
in token of gratitude, and clapped fpurs into my horfe.

But little after noon, the fun almofl: at its zenith, and vertical above me, I had to climb

the terrible and fatiguing mountain Aquiotepec ; 1 found it neceffary, in order to bear up
agaiaft the diltrcfs occafioncd by the toil, and the heat of the day, to feek revivification

from advertence to my worthy and faithful friends in France ; this was my ordinary

pradice
;
perpetually were they prefent to my imagination, and often did I hold converfe

with them. Oh, could you only fee me here, laid I, and with what formidable diffi-

culties I have to contend, then, partners of my heart, then would you learn the coft ai

which I feek to merit your eltecm.

At length I attained the funimit of the mountain, by half paft one, as I found by the

clock then Ifriking at Ouicatlan, the found of which I flill diftinguiflied, and by three

had attained its foot, on the banks of the Rio Grande : here it was I hrfl faw the fyl-

vefter cochineal on a thorny caftus, with leaves nearly round : I took away two articula-

tions, which I preferved for a long time at fea, but which at lafl decayed.

I had laid in a flore of bread, but this was not enough. Irecollefted the bad fare

I had to expecl if I depended on the fupply of the hamlet whither I was journeying

:

fortunately I faw an Indian who had juft been fifliing ; in anfwer to my interrogatory,

of what fuccefs he had experienced, I learnt he had caught a trout ; but this pre-

tended trout turned out to be a fpecies of mullet, which however was delicious.

While changing horfes at Aquiotepec, I gathered from the margin of a fountain a

pancratium foliis lingalatis ftriftiflimis *, which I continue to cultivate at Port au Princej

but on this occafion, my curiofity, or rather my imprudence (for I made ufe in raifing

the plant ofmy hands) was nigh cofting me dear; a ferpent, four feet long, of a yellowifh

colour, ifTued from the ground I had jufl been dilturbing, but without doing me the

leafl injurjf, it glided under fome other plants : this ferpent was the firfl that I met
with in my botanical colledtions in North America. Farther on, on crofling the Rio
Grande, I faw a liliaceous plant, lefs eminent, but which was fimilar to that I had found

on the brink of the fountain of Aquiotepec.

I did not reach Los Cues before half pafl nine at night ; I was dying of hunger,

and my fifh was mofl welcome : it was fo large even that I was enabled to fpare a part

for my topith, who had been able to procure nothing better throughout the whole

hamlet than a couple of tordillas of blue maize, fo much refembling pieces of flate in

their appearance, that I was obliged to bite them, in order to be convinced of the con-

trary : as fauce for thefe he had fome little chili.

The next day. Trinity Sunday, I propofed, as it would be the lafl time I fliould meet

with plantations of nopals, to make feme frelh purchafes of nopal and cochineal : in-

formed of the exiflence of them at this place by my Francifcan, on feeking I readily

found them ; nay, there was one clofe even to the houfe at which I lodged : this,

however, did not appear to have been fown, fo thinly was the cochineal fpread over

* Hexandiia monogynia.
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the leaves. I then entered another, in which were many young plants that had taken

root, and were loaded with fine cochineal. I was very folicitous of procuring fome of

thefe, but the owner was at mafs. In a third I met with fome women, who confented

to fell me eight branches richly loaded for ten reals : this was rather dear, efpecialiy

when compared with what my good negro of Guaxaca had a{ked me ; but on my
exprefTing fuch to be my opinion, they remarked to me, that there was upon them at

leaft twelve ounces of cochineal, and, on the other hand, thefe were what I wanted. I

faw in addition, the plantation of a poor cultivator who was drying the feeds of the

caftus, with which to make bread : the garden had not been planted more than fifteen

months, and from him for fix reals I bought as many fmall rooted plants. He was

willing even to have fpared me a greater number, and at this rate even would gladly

have parted with his whole garden ; but 1 was now mofl; amply fupplied, and had great

difficulty to flow my lad purchafe.

I however fucceeded and fet off with my cafes, mounted on an afs, which tranfported

me to Santo Antonio by noon, according to the eftimation I made by a fingular means.

I noticed that the ears of my afs, at every turn, whether eaflward or weflward, to the

north or the fouth, conftantly both the one and the other threw their fhadow on the

earth, at an equal diftance from the head and body, the fliade of which latter was

immediately under the belly of the animal : followed that the fun muft: be at its zenith,

and confequently that the hour was noon. This meridian, fo novel and fo whimfical,

made me laugh much, and for an inflant configned to oblivion my cares and jading

ride.

At San Sebaftiano I fwallowed two new-laid eggs, and immediately fet off again

with excellent horfes : the one I rode, however, was difficult to manage, and had no

bridle, a circumftance to which I failed to pay attention on fetting off, or till I had left

the village : every thing, however, went on well until I reached Santo Antonio : thrice

had I alighted to collect feeds from plants, and thrice had I again quietly mounted ;

but the fourth time, the reftive beafl: rifing on its hind legs, ftruck at me on the

ftomach with the fore ones, and with fuch force as to fell me to the ground ;

not content, he fpurned again his hind legs at me, and galiopped away at full fpeed.

For an inftant I thought all was over with me, and far as the little power of refledion

allowed, which remained with me, I was anxious only for my dear cochineal. I

dreaded left it would yet remain buried in Mexico, and be for ever loft to my country :

the thought went near to kill me ; however, refuming, after a few inftants, the faculty

of breathing, and my ftomach by degrees recovering its tone, I gathered that I did not

immediately need extreme unftion. Colleding ftrength, I rofe, though with great

difficulty, and drew as a conclufion from the incident, that a botanift fhould travel on

foot.

I took no trouble about the horfe. It carried away not any of my property,and fliould

I have recovered, I fliould not have mounted him again : fo giving him heartily to the

devil, I continued my journey on foot, at a very gentle pace, quit for a few grazes

and a torn jacket.

In vain did I call after my topith, who travelled at a briflc rate before me ; and when
I arrived at San Francifco, I found he had already been there an hour. I related to

him what had happened, and was apprehenfive he might infift on my paying for the

runaway ; but he was fatisfied with merely aflcing for a note, which might account for

his not taking it back, which I gave him, ftaiing the reftivenefs of the animal, and the

want of a bridle, as the caufe. I moreover prcfented my guide with four i-eals for

himfelf.

The
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The next day I took care to be provided with gentler horfes, and more complete

furniture, and by ten o'clock arrived in fight of Tecuacan. In the courfe of my
journey, I remarked a nicotiana (tobacco plant) with narrow and pointed leaves, which

was confpicuous as a weed among the corn of this beautiful plain.

I was anxious to pafs round Tecuacan, as I had done on my way coming ; but with

all my baggage this was not pradicable, and the topith, in Ihort, fiatly refui'ed : it was
necerii^r^' therefore I (hould travel through it : the town appeared to me a defert, and
I compared it to thofe enchanted cities the work of genii, when a magician of the mofl
formidable kind, in my eyes, made his appearance before me, and drove awaythe pleafmg
ideas of enchantment. This magician was no other than a (lout, fharking cuftonis officer,

mounted on an excellent horfe, his faddle bow befet, both in front and behind, with

piftols. This redoubled champion advancing, fummoned me, in the King's name, to

return to the cuftoms houfe. I anfwered to him, in a tone of voice which denoted
vexation, that I certainly (hould pay all the refped; due to the King's orders ; but that

if he had had the lealt notion of civility, he would not have fuffered me to have rode
through the whole of the town merely for the pleafure of making me return. How-
ever high the tone I alTumed, my heart was chilled with fear ; the v/ord cuftoms
houfe turned my brain, and I gave up all for loft. I (liall have, faid I, to open all my
cafes, my pilferings will all be expofed ; there may be laws which prohibit the tranfport

of cochineal on nopals ; nay, this ought necelfarily to form a part of the policy and
ordonnances of this people, one fo anxious to maintain the exclufive polTellion of this

commerce. Should this be the cafe, adieu to all my treafures, all will be ravifhed from
me, and confifcated : what grief for me ! what fhame ! curfed rencounter ! unlucky
travels 1

I was in a dreadful ftate, though it muft be allowed, that at times danger affords

refources which are gathered merely from its prefence. On reaching the cuftoms
houfe, I inftantly determined on my plan : compofuig my countenance, therefore, I

entered with an eafy air, and exprelTed much difconteut at the trouble which had thus

unneceffarily been occafioned me. I found two Spaniards in the office, one of whom,
the director, lelTened my colour by the affable and prepolfeffing manner in which he
received me. I told him that I was a botanift, that I had been employed in colleftin"-

medicinal plants throughout the whole province, with which my trunks were full, and
that I had with me nothing elfe. I added, moreover, that I begged they would (atisfy

themfelves on this head, and proceed through the examination as fpeedily as poflible,

as I was folicitous of reaching Vera Cruz for the purpofe of going on ffiip board.

The direftor laid that this was enough, and entered into the moft friendly conver-

fation with me ; however I notwithftanding caufed my boxes to be opened, although

againft his inclination, for the purpofe of fatisfying him, and out of bravado towards
his deputy, who appeared to be inquifitive and lufpicious. On looking over the cafes,

in which, among a variety of herbs and roots, with which he was altogether unac-
quainted, was the vanilla which was equally unknown to him ; he (hrugged up his

fhoulders, and fmiled. I opened others which contained cochineal, covered and
mingled with other plants : aqiii Jla grana,— this is cochineal, faid he, apparentlv with

furprize, but at the fame time, with an air of indifference which argued nothing dif-

pleafmg. In my notice of his obfervation, I feemed equally indifferent. He after-

wards noticed the double bottoms, and fancied for an inftant he had caught his bird

fignifying as much by a glance, which at the fame time feemed to hint that he could
fliut his eyes occafionally to what he could not fee without injuring ; but, rendered
bold by the affurance I had acquired, that no objection would be taken to my cochineal,

I raifed
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I raifed the bottoms, partitions, and the pieces of wood, which feparated the plant?,

when my nopals were diltinguiflied among other plants, carefully folded in fiae white

paper. What are thefe nopals for, this cochineal ? For an unguent. For what
malady ? The gout. Ah ah ! do but fee, exclaimed he then, laughed heartily as he

pointed out among my collection the nuts of the mofl common fruits of the country,

and feeds even of its moil defpifed herbs.

The direftor now obliged me to fliut all my cafes ; before I did this, I picked up
even the fmallefl leaves which had fallen, but with fo much care, that they could enter-

tain not the flightefl doubt of my placing on them a value, far greater than on the

cochineal : they could not indeed help admiring to fee a Frenchman come from fuch a

diftance to collect fome of the meanefl: herbs of the country ; and frankly confeffed,

that no Spaniard could be found poffeifed of equal refolution. Walking in the court, I faw

drying in the fun the fruit of a certain caftus, not larger than currants : in turn, I en-

quired what ufe it was applied to ? To making of tarts, was the anfwer. He invited me
moreover to tafte them : I found them delicious, and preferved fome of the grains.

From all he had feen the direftor concluded within himfelf, that I was an eminent

dodor, and in confequence entreated me to vifit a friend of his who was ill : I told him,

that unlefs His Majefty himfelf required my aiTiftance, I could on no account procraf-

tinate my flay : at the fame time I enquired of him to whom I had to addrefs myfelf to

obtain horfes : he informed me I muil apply to the alcalde-mayor. Thiscircumfiance

difpleafed me. I apprehended a fecond inquifition, and could not hope perpetually to be

favoured as I had hitherto been, by good fortune : however, no choice was left, nor

could I draw back ; I therefore paid him a vifit, and found him employed with a man drefl:

in black, whom at firfl; I miflook for the alcade himfelf. It was not long however before I

was undeceived; Don Marcos Chopin, Cavallero de Sant Jago, Gobernador de Tecuacan,

alcalde-mayor informed me in perfon, that it was he to whom I had to addrefs myfelf

;

he converfed with me with an afl'ability, a fuavity of manners which could not be fur-

paifed by the mofl amiable among our French gentry, and immediately diretted an
alquazil to go in fearch of horfes for me. I entreated that they might be gentle, and

with good bridles, as a caufe of which injunftion I related the adventure which had

befallen me : he laughed heartily at my narrative; and obferved that I mufl in this cafe

have been but an indifferent horfeman. Pardon me, Senor, replied I, but ray horfe

was unufually reftive.

By accident a mirror happened to hang before me, and feeing myfelf in it, dirty and

with my clothes torn, I could not but feel amazement and high gratification at the

little difficulty I had hitherto met with. In France, taken for an highwayman, I

fhould have been flopped by the police : in Mexico I was not even afked for my pafs-

port ; I fcarcely knew to what I had to afcribe this diflinftion
;
polfibly in a fmall degree

it is to be attributed to the inertia and negligence of the Spanifli people, but at the fame

time much liberality and noblenefs of mind are apparent in their cuflom of not fuftering

thcmfelves to be influenced towards, nor their confidence diminilhed in, a man and a

traveller, bccaufe of the garb he wears : their conduft moreover may be owing, and

principally perhaps, to the officers of the interior relying on the governors of the fron-

tier cities and towns for care that no one be admitted into the kingdom but Spaniards,

or individuals furnifhcd with regular paffports.

However this may be, the alcalde-mayor behaved to me with the fame politenefs as

if I had been dreft in the nicefl manner; he even played me a little trick, which, no
doubt, afforded him confiderable ainufement, and which made me laugh myfelf:

be font me to the farmer of the tobacco duty, whom he reprefcnted to me as being ill,

and
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and at the fame time a Frenchman, two motives for my rendering him whatever aflirt-

ance my art was cap.tble of. In vain did I decline Roing, on pretence that not pertaining

to the college of phyficiaiis in New Spain, iheconiequences ot fuch a procedure on my
part might injure me ; he infilled and proficred to take all rcfponfibility on himfelf;

but what was my ailonifhment, on conijdying with the wi/h of the governor, at finding

my dear countryman ])Iump as a partridge, and with a complexion ruddy as the morn;
I -was not able however to draw from him a fingle word of FreiKh : and when 1

explained to him the nature of my vifit, he anfwered me coolly in Spanifli, that the

alcalde might keep hisphyfic and phyficians to himfelf; as for his part he was in want

neither of the one nor ihe other. I was much pleafed with having to render account

to the governor of the fuccefs of my miflion : he received ine with lefs kindnefs than

on the former occafion; but this was merely to hide the trick, he laughing all the while

in his fleeve : he thought me his dupe this : however 1 frankly forgave, on refledting

how much more fo he was mine.

I afterwards went to his fecretary to beg him to change me fome gold, and this I per-

ceived had a good efleO ; for in this, as in my dear country, gold is clofcly cherifhed,

and gives much confequence to thofe who are its maflers.

Soon as it was known I had gold, I was well enough drell, and the fecretary received

me in a manner no lefs courteous than the alcalde. I found him a man of fenfe, and

v-ho diflinguiflied the value of ftudy after the French manaer : he enquired how many
academies we had ; and when I informed him that, befides five or fix in the capital, we
had more than twenty in the provinces, he was wrapt in aftonifhment, ajid mute witli

•wc«ider. Happy country ! he exclaimed ; thrice happy country i He was in the right.

In what other country do the arts, does fcience flourifh in the fame degree? Where elfe

is truth and knowledge of e\'erY defcription fo fully placed within the reach of all!

What refources does Paris furni/h as well to the inquifitivewho merely Ikim the furface,

as to the ftudious who feek for perfefl; acquaintance with truth] Public and private

Jibraries, academies, focieties of amateurs in which literature is cultivated, models^

chefs d'oeuvres of every kind, thefe are all found in the capital of France, and found

but there alone. Does one wi(h to eltimate the vidue .of thefe ? Let us caft our eyes over

the neighbouring nations; thefe, though competitors, are obliged to yield us the palm:

and however difpofed to give their due to them on the fcore of their individual merits,

a Frenchman placed in any of them fighs for his darling home<
From the fecretary I went fo the alquazil, who was to furnifh me with horfes ; and

not choofing to leave the fpot until I had feen them, I fent word to the direftor who had

invited me to dine with bim, not to wait. I had a triile ferved up for me, which I fwal-

Jowed with good appetite, but of which I fhould have partaken with more zeft in any

othw fituation ; the rcafon this: the alquazil chanced to be the jailor of the royal

prifon, fo that I adually took my meal between two wickets, furrounded by guards, ia

a place whofe only decorations were bundles of keys, locks and chains ; a place where

i heard inceflant moans and lamentations ; and where all the time I flayed, I was witnefs

to the tears of,a nuiltitude of poor Indians, who had i3ocked hither to comfort a father

or a friend.

As foon as the horfes arrived, I made all hafle to the cufloms houfe to load my effects.

Thexlirector reproached me, yet kindly, for not dining with him, and repeated his

•urgent entreaties, that 1 would call on his fick friend : he is, added he, on your road

at four leagues from here; and his name Don Joachim Armoral de Callilla : Great

Codi exclaimed I, what turn out of my way for the fake of a man who treated me
ttixh
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with fuch indignity ? Heaven forbid ! Upon this I recounted the humiliating refufal

of this gentleman to fee me, and the reft of my adventure at his houfe. I however

added, that, out of refped individually to the director himfelf, I would yet confent to

prefcribe for his complaint at Tecuacan, and wait for him there, provided the diredor

would fend for him : but, as for ever fetting foot again on his threfhold, it was that

to which I never could confent. The direftor was confounded and mortified, and

made me a hundred excufes for the fick man, concluding with abandoning his caufe

altogether, and perfifting from further perfuafion. Thus had I my turn ; and without

being adually a phyfician myfelf, phyfic was revenged for the flight it had received in

my perfon. At length I departed, efcorted by the guards belonging to the tobacco farm,

as far as the fuburbs, either to do me honour, or, which is moft likely, to be fare I took

the road to Vera Cruz.

I now was happy as if I had efcaped from the galleys, and breathed with freedom
j

but I alfo made fuch ufe of my liberty, that I was foon at a diftance, fpite of the

extreme heat of the day, reaching Chapulco by four in the afternoon. The great

heat and extreme thirft induced me again to drink of the water from the river Tecu-

acan, and my draught was followed by the fame effeft which I had experienced before.

I enjoyed this day a fight perfeftly new to me, and exceedingly fingular ; it was a

mountain of fnow, fituate within the Torrid Zone. Oriflfava, on my pafling it this

time, was perfectly free from clouds, and I had an unmolefted view of its mighty

mafs, though from a diftance of ten leagues. Its form feen from this fpot is that of

a fugar-loaf, and appears but a quarter of a league from Chapulco. It is inconceivable,

notwithftanding the extreme warmth of the atmofphere where I was, what pleafure I

received from the fight of this frozen mountain ; it feemed even to cool and revive

me : my very mouth, as is laid, watered at feeing it, and I felt almoft perfuaded I

could have fwallowed the whole, if it were but within my grafp.

I prefented myfelf immediately before the alcalde, whofe houfe, according tocuftom,

fronted the prifon. He caufed his people to go in fearch of horfes for me, and, as

none were readily to be found, he was on the point of ordering men for tranfport

of my luggage. Eight Indians, each laden with about two hundred weight, would

have been equal to the taflv, and have carried it for the fame price paid for beafts of

burthen. The idea appeared to me (hocking ; I intreated the alcalde therefore to have

patience ; I would in fadt rather have halted a week than be witnefs of fo fad, fo

humiliating a fpeflacle, in my efteem, for any human being. At length afles

were obtained for carrying my boxes, and for myfelf a horfe, I paid as cuftomary,

before hand, and ordered all to be in readinefs to fet off next morning by three.

After thefe precautions, I took a walk in the village, where I enjoyed a coolnefs as

pleafant as if in Europe. I entered the grounds of a worthy Indian : the garden was

full of pear trees, and from thefe I gathered and ate about a dozen pears, final ler

than and not equally good with the rouffelet. In another garden I faw a fpecies of

cherries called cappuUne, the ftones of which I prcferved : in a third, I was (hewn

filk worms ; and the good folks were aftoniflied to find that thefe infcfts were known

to me. After my walk, I returned to my inn, where I Tupped off a meagre fowl ; and

opening all my trunks to give air to the cochineals, I laid down to reft ; but on what

do you imagine ? A hundred times fliall the reader gucfs, and yet be wide of the

truth ; it was on the old gate of a prifon. Thefe gates are made in the lame manner as

the gratings to the hold of a ftiip : and fuch a gate or grating was the only bedftead

the cafa rcale could boaft. I might here be faid with reafon to be fluttering about the

1

6

flame.
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flame, and wns full of caufelefs apprehenfion left I fliould burn my wings ; the thought
reminded me of tiie vcrfc 9f Marini.

Corre !a vaga, far/aW al chiaro lume.

Still, after chafing from their ufurped territory the gloomy thoughts which haunted my
brain, and commiiting myfelf to Providence, I funk iiito a flumber, and, bad as my bed,
enjoyed rcfrefliing reii.

I was wakened at the hour I appointed in the morning by the feverity of the cold.

T determined on walking for a time to keep myfelf warm, but as day-light appeared,

I bellrode my Rofmante to reft my legs. Oh, what a number of rare and curious
plants did 1 again behold ! Scd omnes illaflrymabilcs urgentur /oa^a node. At the funmiit

of the mountain I met with the three litters of a Spaniard of fome rank. The two
firft were occupied by women and children, the third by himfelf alone : notwlthftand-

ing the extreme acclivity of the mountain, he had afcended it in this manner from the
fide whence he came.

This morning the mountain OriiTava, being again enveloped in clouds, was not
vifible.

I arrived at Aquulfingo at noon, and left it an hour afterwards, but at a flow rate.

I was felicitous of not reaching Oriifava before night, not only that I might efcape

fearch, but to avoid being confulted on their maladies by the guards j however, what is

predcftined muft have its courfe.

I reached the town as I intended at night : the guard-houfe on the right was fhut up,
and I hoped to pafs without any mifchance : but there was another on the left which
I had not remarked. My horfewas flopped by the bridle; a new alarm, though now
not fo lively as that I had experienced at Tecuacan. I had become better accuftomed
to fuch events ; I halted, and began with my cuftomary peroration : Gentlemen, I am
a botanift, I have nothing but herbs, nothing which is contraband. I was now inter-

rupted by the chief of the guard, who clafped me in his arms, and exclaimed. Ah, Senor

!

and is it indeed you ! you have long been gone, where do you come from ? Angel
fure from heaven ! you it was who fnatched from the hands of death the chief of the
other guard-houfe, for God's fake deign to vifit my poor wife. It will readily be con-
jeftured from this accoft, that my boxes would need no fearching, but in turn I mufl
neceflarily vifit the fick perfon. She was a young woman, reduced by that dreadful
diforder which has been faid to derive its origin from America, to the very lafl

extremity : this I did not conceal from her hufband and parents, at the fame time
declaring what the malady was •, for it is fo common in this country, that the mention
of it never gives offence. 1 ordered fome palliatives, and promifed to return ; after

reafoning in a manner which enchanted all who were prefent, I was led back to my
Iiorfe, palling, no doubt, for a moft extraordinary perfonage. My vanity was not excited

by this, for grief alone had poflelTion of my faculties, as I refleftcd on the dreadful
effeds of this formidable malady.

The next day I thought only of my departure, but being detained, owing^ to the

negligence of the alguazil, I had occaf.on to pals by a fhop where I faw fome very
handfome Afiatic tygers' fkins; I purchafed four for houfings for horfes, which I

meant to fend to my father, and two finall fldns of tyger cats, lit for making mufis
for women, which 1 intended for my fifter; but being injured by mites, I was obliged

to fell both the one and the other, and was thus deprived of the pleafure of prefenting

to my dear parents thcfe intended tributes of my gratitude and afl'edion. I fold them
VOL. xiii. 5 p at
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at the rate of a piafter a-piece at Port au Prince ; and one with another they coft me
four reals.

From Oriflava I proceeded to Villa de Cordova, which I reached by noon, after

having had my trunks examined at the gate, but in a carelefs manner. I made a very

indifferent dinner in a very indifferent inn ; but I faw there a Angular painting : it

reprefented a Spanifti youth at dinner at that inn, and behind him a young negro, who,
with a loaded piflol, was amufing himfelf in (hooting at a painting of Chrift fufpended

from the wall : but wonderful to behold ! from the wound, fo great a quantity of

blood iffued, as to fill a large tub. The whole of this happened in this very inn, at

leaft, if reliance could be placed on the afleverations of my hoftefs, who affirmed it with

the moft folemn oaths. I did not take the trouble to contradidl her, but coolly

enquired what fhe had done with fuch a large quantity of blood ? This fhe could not

anfwer.

I left her for thepurpofe of hiring horfes, and was able to obtain them upon no other

condition than the promife of a piaftre to the alguazil of the diftrifi: : it was then fo

late that I could not arrive at San Severo before the clofe of day. At this place I

alighted at the grours, where I had lodged before on coming ; my firfl; care was to urge

him to procure horfes for me, as owing to the darknefs of the night, I could have no

chance myfelf of fuccefs, efpecially ccnfidering the numerous windings of the pueblo,

the houfes of which are as it were buried in thickets. I promifed mine hoft, if he

would procure me them, a couple of dollars; but the idle fcoundrel would not budge an

inch, though to earn before he retired to refl more money perhaps than he had gained

in the whole preceding week.

Nothing could exceed the ignorance, the folly, and the pride of this fellow and his

brothers. They laughed out like idiots at feeing me bring back nothing but plants, and

at the fancy that for matters of fuch little value I fhould have daily expofed myfelf to

the rifk of perifhing of hunger and fatigue.

I was in confequence obliged to go myfelf to the alcalde, groping niy way through

the bufhes. The alcalde was a negro whom I found in a fick Itate ; I entreated his

•yvife to intereft herfelf in my behalf, and gave her fix reals, with promife of an

additional remuneration in cafe of fuccefs ; but whether owing to pride or idlenefs, when
fome hours after I returned, the alcalde informed me there were no horfes to be had. I

was in a violent rage, and fufpedted ftrongly that the idle fellow had not even given

himfelf the trouble to enquire : in order to convince myfelf therefore, I defired the

woman to return me the fix reals I had given her, with which without any hcfitation

fhe complied. This conducl I regarded as fhewing much good faith and delicacy.

Good faith, inafmuch as it would not have been difficult for her to have maintained (hat

{lie had really endeavoured to get horfes ; and delicacy, feeing fhe might think fhe

had no right to keep a fum of money which had been given her for a purpofe fhe had

not effeded.

At length I was obliged to return to my lame negro * : he confented readily to take

me to La Punta, but I wifhcd to go as far as Calabaca: he fwore he would take me no

farther than La Punta ; and for my part, I fwore to myfelf in filence that, if I could

not find horfes at that place, I would make him go on to Calabaca.

We did not depart till day-break. The whole road in the gorge we traverfed from

Oriffava to this place is marked by a cut, a hundred and fifty fathoms broad, anciently

interfered by fmall forts, redoubts, and other ftrong buildings, the veftiges of which,

* This relates to fome antecedent pafTage in the narrative, which is loft.

In
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in mafonry, arc ftill to be feen. This is one entrance into Mexico, which formerly

was more frequented than is now the road which leads from Vera Cruz to Jalappa.

At the fquare where, near thefc ancient redoubts, the guard-houfes for tobacco are

conftructed, I was again vifited three times in the courfe of the morning, and was

unmercifully obliged to open all my cafes ; but 1 have no caufe of complaint ; for to

this rigorous conduct it is that I was indebted for the prefervation of the major part

of my cochineals.

On this occafion it was that I perceived a fpecies of moth, which having made itfeif

a kind of nefl of their cottony down, committed a dreadful ravage among n\y infects.

I was fliocked at the lofs I had fuftained, and halted to cleanfe my nopals from thefe

murderers, an operation which coft me upwards of an hour.

While thus occupied, one of the officers of the guard, who recognized the cochineal,

advanced in a familiar manner, obferving I mud certainly be fond of travelling, fince

I could choofe to go fo far to obtain what might be had at Vera Cruz. 1 obferved to

him that the fpecies was not the fame, and that this alone was the only one proper to

ufe in unguents for the gout. On his part, he infilled on the contrary, and aflumed

that with this matter he was much better acquainted than me : I on my part, was

obftinate, and maintained my opinion as long as I thought neceflary to encourage his

mifconception as to my real objects, and at lad I gave up to him, promifing to follow

his advice ; there was, no doubt, abundant field for laughter in the folly and impu-

dence of this ignorant chap ; but 1 had fpecial reafon for keeping my countenance, and

merely ftored on the occafion this obfervation : that ignorance, filly pride, and felf-

conceit, are conftant companions.

I arrived at La Punta about ten o'clock. The Spaniards and Indians, all in their

holiday cloaths, were flocking hither from every part of the country. It happened

to be the feftival of the Holy Sacrament ; the mofl folemn of all in Spain. They

were about to begin the proceffion in the fquare planted with pliumria, a fpecies of

jeffamine, with flowers of a yellow, red, white, nay of almoft all ihades of colours.

I repaired thither, and found there had been a gallery of verdure conllrufted by means

of the leaves of plantains, through which the proceffion advanced. I made one in it,

and afterwards went to breakfaft with my former hoftefs.

At her houfe I found an Indian alcalde, whom I recognized by his black flaff, the

diftinguifhing mark of his office. I begged of him to obtain horfes for me, but not-

tvithftanding the mofl diligent fearch, there were none to be had. Why, faid he, do

not the fame horfes take you forward to Calabaca ? Why did not the alcalde of San

Severo, give fuch orders to the negro who brought you hither ? I had no time to

anfwer ; a fcore of Indian voices remarked, oh 'efu nacion : Their infintiation was, that

the alcalde himfelf being a negro, favoured thofe of his own country. After this, I

was enabled to obtain a hearing. I reprefented that though I had offered fix reals

to the alcalde of San Severo, as an inducement for him to procure horfes for me as far

as Calabaca, neither my money nor my entreaties were of any avail. At thefe words

my Indian knits his brow, fends for the topith, and commands him to carry me forward

to Calabaca. The people applaud the determination, delighted at feeing a negro

punifhed. The black however does not fo foon acknowledge defeat ; he afiferts that

the alcalde has no jurifdiiEtion over any but the inhabitants of his own diflrid, and

that, for his part, belonging to another, he was by no means under his controul. The
countenance of the alcalde at this afforded an admirable fight ; his looks denoted

paffion, and could his eyes have darted lightning, they would have flruck the negro

5 p 2 to
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to the earth. Come with me Senor, faid he, taking me by the hand, we {hall let

this fcoundrel fee (this picaro') whether or no my orders go tor ought, while he is in

my jurifdidion. He then led me to the houfe of the lieutenant of the alcalde-mayor,

whither he ordered the negro to follow, and was accompanied by all the crowd.

While the alcalde was making his report, I drew the reftor afide, and after making
him my friend, by propofmg to him tO give me change for fome gold, of which he
appeared to me very covetous, I entreated him to intereft himfclf in the matter : this

he promifed me, and drawing the lieutenant on one fide, he pointed out to him, with

much energy, that the ordonnances of the King of Spain are precife, in direfting

officers to render affiftance and ferviceto all travellers, and that there are no injunctions

which ought to be more rigidly enforced. This remonftrance had the defired eflefl:

;

the lieutenant enquired how many horfes I wanted, whither I was going, and what I

ofFered ? 1 faw the bent of thefe very judicious queftions, and that my anfwer would
fhortly occafion a decifion. I therefore ftated, that I wanted five horfes for Calabaca,

feven leagues diftant, and that I was willing to pay nine piafters. -My offer appeared

fo handfome, that it excited a general burli of admiration. The audience raifed their

hands to heaven, looked at each other, and finifhed by murmuring at the obftinacy of
the negro, who flill made objeftion to going farther. The alcalde, however, threat-

ening to caft him into prifon, and caufe me to be forwarded by another topith, he at

length agreed, and withdrew, purfued by the hootings and hifles of the Indians.

This, however, was not all ; the lieutenant caufed him to be brought back, and re-

quefted me, in his prefence, if any injury or ill condu£t was fhewn towards me on the

road, to advife him of it immediately. The recommendation was applauded, and
drew forth frefh hootings of theinfolent topith. This fcene convinced me of the truth

of what I had read in the work of the Abbe Raynal, refpe£ting the jealoufy and
animofity fubfiding between the Indians and negroes in this country.

I departed from La Punta at two in the afternoon, and had to travel feven tedious

leagues by a very bad road. The unfortunate negro, defirous of fliortening the way,
lengthened our journey Hill one league more, for after reaching a ford, in a river

which empties itfelf into the Rio de la Punta, he found it impaffable, and we were
confequcntly obliged to return. Above the jundion of the two rivers, I again noticed

the frightful paffage over the wretched bridge, and the tremendous foffe in the rock
through which this deep and rapid river glides, foaming in many a curve. After

crofiing this bridge, we proceeded at full gallop over the favannahs of the plain on
which we entered. I had fome words with the negro ; but as I affumed a commanding
tone, he was foon calm, and in fpiie of all the torrent beds (arroyas), we reached

Monte Calabaca by eight o'clock in the evening.

I loft a milled quadruple from my purfe on this flage ; it had, no doubt, got out
of my purfe into the waiftcoat pocket, and thence through fome opening had fallen on
the plain of fand we had now entered upon. I regretted it, as it was lofl: to every

body. Alas ! faid I to myfelf, were it not far better I had given it to the beautiful

Indian of Oriflava, or rather, to the kind and worthy family I had feen at Aquulfingo.

At the village of Calabaca I again beheld my old fox of a hoft, much aftonifhed at

feeing me, whom he had obferved going on foot, return on horfeback, and with fuch

a train. I alked for horfes, which at firft he told me it was impofiible to procure, that

there were none, that none were at hand. He ufed many other contradiftory and
frivolous excufes for not fupplying me. The end of all this I faw plainly was only

extortion, and at length I obtained what I wanted ; though for lix horfes to Vera Cruz,

5 a diftaiice
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a dif!ancc of eighteen leagues, he exaftcd no lefs than twenty dollars. The horfcs

indeed were excellent.

Before I left the place I caft a glance about me. The whole landfcape was changed

in the interval of a fortnight. I'he rains that had fallen, in lieu of barrennefs and per-

feci nudity, had occafioncd the difplay of the moft charming and lively verdure. The
vhole green carpet before me, and every fhrub, were enamelled with flowers, while

innumerable birds gave, by their plcafing notes, a charming animation to nature. I

here purchafed a neft of fix beautiful green parroquets, with blue wings, no larger

than fparrovvs. I brought them in fafety to Vera Cruz, in a calabalh fufpended

from my faddle, but they pcriflied at fea.

We travelled the firfl: ftage at a briik rate, and reached the miferable rancho of the

old and ugly negrefs, at which I had halted on leaving Vera Cruz. Fatigued, har-

ralTed, and half-dying with hunger, I entreated of her four eggs that I faw ; but (he

would fparc me only two. She had brandy, but no wine, fo that I made myfelf a kind

of lemonade. This was all I could get for my forry dinner.

As an additional vexation, I was fubjeded to a thoufand ridiculous queftions from,

this talkative and impertinent woman, and to raillery fuch as were admiflible only from

an equal. I was nearly out of patience with her, but rightly reckoned that contempt

was the only return due from me to fuch a creature.

I took much pains, in courfe of my long excurfion, in examining the charafter of

the Africans and Americans, and marked dilHnftions highly favourable to the latter,

notwithflanding their nearly fnnilar condition in life under the dominion of Spain.

The African conftantly appeared to me to be proud, paflionate, vindictive, and

effeminate, bafe, and intolerably idle. The Mexican, on the contrary, is phlegmatic,

mild, and fubmilTivc, faithful and laborious. His humility is in no refpect allied t(»

meannefs. The negro is humble from fear alone, the Indian from reflection , and
oftentimes from attachment, for he is truly as partial to Spaniards as abhorrent of

negroes. With the former he frequently intermarries, but never with the latter.

The negroes are fpies over the conduit of the Indians, and in their charges are almoft

always calumniators, either with a wifli of flattering their maflers, or from jealoufy of

their fellovv-fervants : fnnilar to thofe dogs which guard the weak and timid flock,

they avenge themfelves for the fufl'erings they endure from their maft:er on thofe fub-

jeft to their vengeance, and frequently tear them to pieces.

The Americans have that natural benignity of foul which makes them prepoffefllng in

their manners, and hofpitable to every one. I met on my way with a thoufand Indians :

their falute was made when yet at a difl:ance : their gratulation always uttered un-

affectedly, at the very indant of our meeting ; and how thankful ought I not to be for

the conffantly kind reception I experienced from them. For the negroes, fc.ircely

would they deign to bow on my pafllng ; and at the lafl: place that I halted at, and
elfewhere, how did I prove their want of complaifance to travellers. The firfl; in fol-

lowing their employments, flray ten and even fifteen leagues from their hamlets, and
carry enormous loads ; but never did I meet a fingle negro on foot, or carrying the

lighted burthen.

The dream of certain authors that the liberty of America will be the inffitution of a
negro, is furely chimerical. Liberty is indeed a bleifing, by whatever hand befl;owed ;

but, that an African, a voluntary flave, a man of flie moft depraved nature, the feoff:

even of his equals, and thrown like the foam of the fea on the fliores of America,

—

that fuch a vile, wicked, and cowardly people, fhould appreciate juflly the value of

liberty.
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liberty, and fo far lofe their known illiberality as to fhare its benefits with their

mafters, is what cannot be expefted. No ; fhould a revolution happen, I can far

more readily believe it will proceed from a people, mild indeed, but endowed with

fenfe ; a people who ftill occupy the foil on which their anceftors lived free,

who dill hold this tradition, and whofe temper, foured at lad by the indignities to

which they are fubject, may break their yoke in pieces, and difdain their forced

fubjeclion. The negro by no means poffefles that energy of mind, nor that love for

his country, whicli are the origin of great enterprizes ; his heart, eflentially corrupt,

and daflardized by intcrefl: and debauchery, is incapable of fublime feeling, as his foul

of grand conceptions. True bravery exifts only in the worthy foul ; and who can

boaft a more noble foul, one confequently fufceptible of real courage, than the inha-

bitant of America ; fo little yet removed from the priftine ftate of nature ? Let then

the Indian unfold the banners of freedom. This profpect mod delights me. This is

my view of futurity.

After thefe reflections, fuggefled to me by circumftances, I reverted to thofe which
more immediately affefted myfelfT I had ample room for congratulating myfelf at

having reached the lafl; day of a journey fo interefting, and at feeing it thus crowned
with the mofl complete fuccefs, defpite of two viceroys, fix governors, thirty alcaldes,

and twelve hundred cuftoms-guards ; ftill, in midit of my felf-gratulation, two
gnawing worms interrupted the perfedtnefs of my happinefs, and conftantly tormented

me ; in the firft place, I was not yet clear of the perquifitions of the governor of

Vera Cruz, and I dreaded his reproaches, if he (hould come to the knowledge that,

in fpite of his orders, I had exceeded the limits of the jurifdiftion of the city he

governed. I was prccifeiyin the condition of the truant, who fncaks into his father's

houfe after a holiday he has been making, while his parents thought him at fchool.

On the other hand, whatever reliance I placed on Spanilh dilatorinefs, I trembled left

I Ihould not arrive before the departure of the two fliips dellined for the Havannah, in

the forward part of June, and by which I reckoned upon returning. That I might fo

do, had been the motive for my haltening my departure from Guaxaca, and making

fuch fpeed on my way ; and on this head I had verily no occafion to reproach myfelf,

for I had ufed the utmoft diligence.

By four in the evening we arrived at Rio de Jamapa. Though this river was greatly

fwollen, we were affured it was paflfable. The Indian, my guide, went before ; in a

little time the water was up to our faddle-bows. Mod luckily, I had condantly had

my boxes packed very high, but for which all my treafures had been lod ; for us

ourfelves the rifle we ran was imminent. This was no longer the broad and tranquil

dream but three feet deep which I had paffed before in a boat, but a rapid river,

whofe impetuous current bore every thing before it, and which was more than fix

hundred yards over ; befides the oblique line which its rapidity lorced us to take, we
were moreover obliged to make an angle, in order to lord it, and reach the proper

place of landing. I found all my exertion requifite in keeping myfelf deady on my
horfe, which trembled with dread beneath me, and all my courage not to be intimi-

dated at the fight of our danger. I found it utterly impoflible to look at the current

without being dizzy, fo much fo, indeed, as almod to lofe my feat. Our horfes,

feeling their way at every dep, were twenty minutes in relieving us from the frightful

fears we endured throughout this dangerous pafl'age. It was certainly the mod perilous

fituation I ever was placed in in my life, and were a million ofi'ered, I would not have

ventured to return to the other fide. On landing, I was pale and faint, and needed a

draught
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draught of brandy to bring me to iiiyfclf. Three hundred paces from where we landed

we faw a cabin at which we fhould have made the fhore but for the depth and ex-

treme rapidity of the flood.

Night overtook us at two leagues from Vera Cruz. It was unfortunate for us not to

be able to reach that city, but to attempt it would be running the riik of lofing our-

felves in a country where the tracks made in the fand one day are elTaced by the winds

on the next ; moreover, our horfes were exceeingly tired ; and after all we fhould have
found the gates of the city fliut.

We were therefore forced to flop, and halted for the night by the fide of a caravan,

confifting of three hundred mules. I had before met with fimilar caravans, and at firfl

conceived, as may be gathered from my narrative, a very high opinion of the population

and commerce of the country ; but I have fmce, on weighing thefecircumflances more
maturely, been convinced of the contrary, and that, compared with the confumption and
commerce of the whole ot Mexico, the number of mules is far from great. During my
flay at Vera Cruz, I faw more than ten thoufand mules loaded there ; but then

it mufl be confidered that the exportation and import of a country four times as large,

though not a twentieth part fo populous as France, is all carried on at this one port

:

that thefe animals convey the produce of the whole of the north of Mexico, Vera Cruz,
Guaxaca, and Guatimala, a gorge between the mountains of more than five hundred
leagues in length ; and that the returns brought by them are either of great bulk, or

very heavy, for example, wine, oil, iron, <5cc. ; nor is this all, though the common
load of the Mexican mules is from five to fix hundred weight, it is not the lefs true that

thirty, or even forty of them, on account of the necefTity of relays for fhifting the loads,

fcarcely carry as much as one of our broad-wheel waggons, fuch as are ufed between

Nantz and Strafburg, and which carry twelve thoufand weight ; after this computa-

tion, fix of fuch waggons in reality effecl as much as two hundred mules, though they

make a far lefs conlpicuous appearance : to thefe confiderations, let there be added
that thefe numerous caravans are only feen every other year when the galeons are off

thecoafl, and then we fliall be enabled to appreciate at their jufl value this pompous
and iinpofing diiplay of mules and muleteers.

We hoped to meet with fome fupply of food from thefe muleteers, for we were
utterly deflitute of provifion, having reckoned for certain on reaching Vera Cruz. I

therefore entreated them to fell me fome of their thin cakes of maize, but this they

flatly refufed ; however, a few moments after, they brought me a dith of beans, and
fome maize, prepared in a manner I had never feen before : they take the finefl part ot

the flour of this grain, after fihing it, which is formed into a puti" pafle, and chey after-

wards bake it in the fame manner as bifcuit. They thus make chippings of white

bread, which are eaten in pieces, and are really both very good and wholefome, but

require long mallication, as they are very dry and hard. The prefent of the muleteers

I fhared with my topith.

I opened all my cafes, in the fame manner I had done the day before, to give air to

my cochineals. After this I was anxious for refl ; but in vain did the cool of ni^'-ht

combine with fatigue to clofe my eyelids, a cloud of gnats hovering condantly about
prevented the gentle influence of the poppies of Morpheus. I low vexatious, how
tormentingly vexatious the flruggle between exhaufled nature and the continual buz
of myriads of winged adders, now alarmed with their hum, and as often with a fling :

a fling, the pain of which, of long duration, and fevere, ceafes only to be fucceeded

by a terrible itching, which nothing alleviates, and which is only the more encreafed

by fcratching, till bathed in blood ; fcratches, indeed, are often followed by danger-
a OUR
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ous ulcers. Ever fummoned and flill ever driven away, my difturbcJ flumbors w:rrft

to me a real torture, and at the clofe of night, I found myfelf flill niOre weary than if

I had palled a whole week in the moil exhaufting labour.

At length I faw on the horizon the brilliant ftar of the fhip Argos, and concluding

thence it was two o'clock, we departed.

We arrived at Vera Cruz, at the gate of OrliTava, before day-break. I was in a

condition fo little fit to be feen, that I thought it bell to go and change my drefs be-

fore I entered the city. Leaving, therefore, the ' Indian to take care of my trunks, I

fcaled the walls, entered my lodgings, where I found every thing as I had left it ; drefled

myfelf in a decent manner, and repaired to the gate of Oriffava, which was then open-

ing. I was a little furpriied and fomewhat terrified at not finding there my horfes
;

but I learpt that, there being no officers at that gate, they had been taken to that of

Mexico. I ran through the town thither, and reached it at the inftant of their making
their approach. The guards wifhed to fend me to the cuftoms houfe, which did not

open before eight o'clock : I inflantly felt all the inconvenience confequent on tra-

verfing the city, and expofing my prize to the looks of every one, and fiiuddered at

the thought : I therefore faw no better expedient of difembarralling myfelf than

tickling the natural vanity of the Spaniards. What, faid I to the chief clerk, do you

then fo foon forget the French phyfician ? and is it poflible you could wiih to make
him kick his heels in attendance like a footman, for the fpace of four hours ? Befides,

are you fuch novices ? Cannot you yourfelves make the requifite examination ? You
cannot be fuch geefe but know your bufmefs, and how to ad: without advice. Do but

look, what I bring is nothing but herbs, nothing but botanical coUeftions ; and as I

fpoke, I opened my boxes. They were not difpofed to take the trouble of examining

more than two, and the only things to which my good folks took exception were the

flicks which fupported my nopals : they fancied thefe mufl needs be fome precious

wood, and enquired its name of me. I found it no difficult matter to invent one, and

I obtained my difmiffion. Fay ujled con Dios, Pafs in God's name, was all they faid.

I did not require twice bidding, but foon reached my own home.

There was nobody yet up in the houfe, not a foul ftirring in the flreet, and every

thing was placed fecure in my apartment without a fingle perfon obferving me.

I had now attained my wiihes, and my fatisfaflion was extreme ; my expedition was

complete, and in the fhort fpace of twenty days, the half of one of which had been

ufelefsly fpent. I had alfo flopped two days at Guaxaca ; fo that I had travelled in

fixteen days I had journeyed two hundred and forty leagues, of which forty on foot,

over roads fo bad as often to be almofl impaffable, under a burning fun, in a wretched

country, without relburces, and among people of whofe language I was ignorant ; in a

country, in fliort, where I was deflitute of a protector, or any connections, and where
every public officer from his flation ought to be inimical to me ; to have effefted,

under fuch circumllances, fo long and tirefome a journey, without illnefs, and without

accident, was a matter fo extraordinary, fo lucky, that I fcarcely was able to perfuade

myfelf of its reality.

In order to fecure my felicity, and more fully enjoy my thoughts, I refolved on fliut-

ting myfelf up, and not going out the whole of the day.

After breakfafl I fcnt out for fome mould, in which to plant my nopals, which I had
taken out of the cafes, and expofed to the air. I found they had luflainod fome trivial

injury from rubbing, but this was inconfequential ; and all confidcred, I had no room
to complain. I put the nopals into my bed-room, the moll retired of my apartments

;

as for the vanilla and other plants, they were oilentaiioufly expofed in the hall, in

order
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order to attract the attention of tliofe individuals, from whom I mufl neceflarily re-

ceive vifits.

However great my fatisfadion (and when is it ever perfeft ?) I could not difguife from
myfelf the revcrfe of the pidure. My return by fea to St. Domingo was adventurous,

but my chief embarraffment was how to get my treafurp on board at Vera Cruz, in

confpeilu omnium, in the face of all Ifrael ; and then the fecond gauntlet I had to run
at the riavannah, where I prefumcd 1 fliould have to touch ; for to how many acci-

dents and inconveniences muft I not be fubjcft, if in the crowd ofinquifuive fpedtatorsi

mufl: encounter, there fliould happen to be but one of them malevolent ?

I was moreover anxioufly difquieted about the means of fixing my plants on board
fhip in fuch manner that they might be leafl; liable to harm ; however, after forming
one general plan, I afterwards made a point to difmifs the care of particulars till time
fhould require their adoption.

Following this rule, the hrfl; thing which claimed attention was my paflage. Before
my departure,! had been prcfented to the Marquis of Hariflbn, then two months at Vera
Cruz, who had arrived with a cargo of wines, and who, on going to the Havannah,
was anxious to have a Frenchman for his companion : he had accepted of me, and we
had agreed to treat for my paflTage in three weeks from the time of our converfation.

I arrived in good time therefore, and propofed vifiting him that very evening, for the
purpofe of learning what day he meant to fail : at duflc therefore I went out, calling

firfl: on my friends the engineers, who I knew would not be at home, in order to gather
from the fervants how the land laid. Thefe good folks were delighted to fee me ; and
by their attentions, I reafonably judged that no change had taken place in their mafl:ers

with refpeft to me. They informed me, that I was (till conjedured to be at La Mede-
lina, employed in botanizing and enjoying {he baths. I next vifited the general of the

fleet, under like certainty of not meeting with him ; my furprize, on this occafion, was
of the moft plcafing kind, when I was informed by his major-domo, that Don Antonio
Uloa was at Mexico. This incident was the more favourable, owing to the conflant

vifits I received from this inquifitive gentleman, who would have examined every thing,

and infallibly have difcovered what I wiflied to conceal. I have had confirmation of
my being fuppofed at La Medelina. It was indeed known that I had brought back
cafes with me full of plants ; but if nothing further was fufpeded, of what concern
to me was this ?

I returned home to fupper, therefore, perfectly tranquillized. I had here my
mattrefles, pillow, and white flieets, which I found the more delightful from having
long been ill-accufl;omed to a good lodging and comfortable repofe. There is, in

truth, nothing like privations to teach one the real value of comfort.

The next morning, after a refrefliing night's refl:, I rofc, and was dreffing myfelf to

call on Mr. Hariflbn, when Mr. Ferfen entered. So, fo, my little libertine, faid he
to me, you have not been all this time at Medelina, of that I may fafely wager ?

Confefs now. faid he fmiling, that I am not wrong in my conjeftures. I wiflied firrt:

to learn if the governor had mentioned me, and was informed that, in anfwer to inter-

rogations twice made at his table, he had been told that I was fliill at Medelina : upon
hearing this, I made hin\ partially acquainted with my journey, telling him that in my
excurfions I had been infenfibly attracted by my curiofity as far as the volcano of
Oriflava : he was all afl:onifliment at my having been able to go fo far in the time, and
folicited a detail of my expedition. I found it no difficult matter to vamp up a

ftory with little embellifliments, and fuited to the fpots I had feen, but of which I

placed the fcene between Vera Cruz and Oriflava. 1 afterwards fliewed him, with an
VOL. XIII. 5 Q air
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air of triumph, all my plants. Why what the deuce will you do with all thefe ? faid he
jeeringly. 1 let him enjoy his laugh ; but I had my turn, for he, having entered my
bed-room, faw my nopals there, and no more, for knowing nothing of the cochineal

infeft, he paid them no attention ; I therefore laughed in my flecve. Confefs, however,
added he, that you have had the fight of a moft beautiful country. Yes, retorted I,

and alfo a mofl wretched one. With this he agreed ; and on my noticing with aftonifh-

ment the fcarcity of cultivation and inhabitants I had remarked, he enhanced my
wonder exceedingly by informing me that from Panama, on the fouth-wofl, to

California and Sonora, on the north-weft, and from Carthagena to the Miffiffipi, em-
bracing a furface of two millions of fquare leagues, the enumeration of the inhabitants

does not exceed a m.illion, including not only all the Spaniards, but likewife Indians,

mixed breeds, (ffieiis) and negroes.

M. de Ferfen likewife informed me, that M. de HariiTon would not fail for a month
to come, when he left me, inviting me to dine with him : I promifed him I would ;

but in the interval I wiftied to find out a carpenter, to order different cales for my
plants, and concert with him on the beft mode of conftruQing them with fecurity to

bear the rolling of the fhip. Having planned all this, I ordered fixteen boxes of
twenty inches long, ten broad, and fix deep, for each of which I was to give him two
reals. I hkewife wanted two large cheils to hold them, but for thefe he afked me
ninety-five livres of the money of our iflands, for each. The grofsnefs of the fum
difpleafed me, and I thought no farther on the matter, till, in croiTing the market, I

faw in a carrier's fhop, two large trunks, which ferved him for locking up his goods
at night ; thefe I purchafed for eight dollars a-piece, and I found them larger than

thofe I had intended, made of good afh plank, well bound with iron, and with good
locks.

One eflential matter thus complete, I began to think of my departure. I went to

my cook's, and learnt there with inexpreffible delight, that D. was about to fail that

very week for Guarico: (thus the Spaniards denominate Cape Francois). Ail that

was wanting now was to agree with the captain ; but this was what gave me fome un-
eafinefs, on account of the poffibility of fome inveteracy he might entertain againft

me, upon the following occafion : at the hotel of Mexico, I had been a near neigh-

bour of his, and he had oftentimes intruded upon me at thofe moments which were
the only ones I could dedicate to ftudy ; but what even more than this had made me
averfe from him was his common practice of fpeaking on religion and politics, of de-

claiming againft the fanaticifm of his countrymen, and extolling to the (kies Voltaire

and other authors, who have the moft freely written on thefe fubjects. This at the

firft only made me look on him as an eccentric character ; but it afterwards originated

a lufpicion of his being a fpy, who only meant to pump my fentiments : on this I cut

him quite fhort, by obferving that it by no means fuited his ftation to meddle with
affairs which naturally pertained to the civil and ecclefiaftical powers, to whofe impe-
rative decifionsand fuperior intelligence it were better he Ihould fubmit.

I was fearful left when I needed him he might retain refentment at my haftlnefs.

1 was at the time unacquainted with the circumftance of his being on intimate terms'
with the lady of the late intendant, and that flie had infpired him with that good-will

towards me which I had fo conftantly experienced in herfelf : of the good elTed of this

1 had foon the moft ample proof.

On my very firft enquiry if he would take me as a palTenger on board his veffel, he
anfwcred, without the leaft hcfitation, that he would with the greateft pleafure ; and
when, on my agreeing to accompany him, whatever courfe lie might ftcer, I enquired

3 what
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what I fliould pay him for my paflagc ? Nothing, fir, was his reply. He afterwards

aJked mc, if I was aware of his actual deflination ? and on my informing him of my fuf-

picion of its being to Cape Francois, he acknowledged it was, and on this head enjoined

fecrecy ; this I folemnly vowed, and again adverted to the price for my paffage ; but

he would liften to nothing on this head, and leaving me, begged me to have every

thing ready by the next Wednefday. His liberal demeanor aft'efted me
;

yet, flill not

having altogether difinifled the prcpoffcfllon againft him which had haunted my mind,

I feared left tlie circumltance of his giving me a free paffage might engage him to treat

me, or what was more confequent with me, my plants, with lefs attention : in order

therefore to come to a clearer underftanding, and conclude our agreement, I conducted

him to the ice-houfe, where I propofcd to treat him with creams, but this he would

not fuffer ; in fliort, all I could obtain from him was that I fliould have allowance to

put on board feme rcfrefhments ; in confequence, I (hipped in his veflel fixty bottles

of wine, fifty fowls, &c. &c. j and as early as Tuefday embarked all my effc<!^s, my
nopals only excepted.

While this was paffing, my fmall cafes were in hand : when completed, I found that

eight of them readily entered, but exattly filled each of my large chefts. I afterwards

planted in each cafe four large plants of the nopal, covered with living cochineal, be-

fides twenty leaves or articulations of nopal, juft taking root, which would form fo

many plants, without reckoning fixteen large ones, part of which had begun to root ; in

all nearly three hundred plants ; with thefe I mingled a number of other plants of wild

caftus, from Vera Cruz ; upon which, on my return from Guaxaca, I had feen and

recognized the fylvefter cochineal, without fuftering myfelf to be deceived, as I had

been before by the caterpillar of the deftrudive moth, which Don Uloa miftook for

the cochineal infedt itfelf. As for the plants of vanilla, I placed them, divided into

pieces two or three feet long, in a dozen calks and cafes, but fo intermingled with

twenty other kinds of plants, that none but a botanift could have diftinguifhed the

valuable ones from thofe which were not. I watered all my plants to complete fatu-

ration, in order that they might want no water for fome time to come on board, and

all being ready, I waited only theinftant for failing, the moments to which period were

as tedious to mc, and counted with as much impatience, as the intervening time which

divides an expeding Tover from the miftrefs on whom he doats.

I fpent the interval of my ftay in bidding adieu to all my acquaintance, but efpecially

Senora de Boutillos, who was returned from the country, for the celebration of the

nuptials of her daughter and the general of the fleet. She, as well as her daughters,

tendered their fervices in the mofl: obliging manner, and even teftified regret at my
departure. In return, I wifhed them happinefs, and the profperity of their family ; nor

ever were wiflies more fmcere.

Meflrs. Duparquet and M. Ferfcn were not forgotten ; I in like manner wiflied them
every blefllng of life. They pitied me much for having gathered fo little fruit from

my expedition ; I thanked them for their commiferation, but was not fo candid as to

undeceive them.

"What was moft irkfome to me was taking leave of the governor. I however pre-

fented myfelf before him, for the purpofe of advifing him of my departure ; intelli-

gence which occafioned him as much pleafure as I pretended regret, on announcing

it to him. He at the fame time enjoined me to acquaint him what hour I went ou
board, in order that he might be prefent at the entrance of the port, to take a depofi-

tion on the occafion, in company with his fecretary. This I promifed, but with fettled

5 Q 2 refolutioH
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refolution to the contrary, fo abfurd did fucli forms appear to me, and fo humiliating

for myfc'l.' ! Af bottom, however, it was a fubjeft for lauj^hter; his prefence un-

doubtedly was for the purpofe of afcertaining that I bore off nothing with me, and

already were all mv effects on board.

I was folicitous of bearing away with me the letter of the viceroy of Mexico *. This

was a curious piece, and had I obtained it, I fliould have fufpcnded it from my nopals

as a trophy. The governor had indeed promifed to give it me ; but, leaving him time

for refledtion, he perhaps confidered that it would not much redound to the honour of

his fuperior, and in confequence flatly refufed it ; on my iaft audience, I infilled upon
it. You are very bold, faid he angrily ; but did you offer me a hundred thoufand

crowns, you fhould not have it. His pretended anger had no effect on me ; I told him
therefore, that it was requifite for me that I fhould poffefs the means of fatisfying my
patron that I had not been at liberty to follow up my botanical refearches in the king-

dom of Mexico ; dill however he remained obflinate ; he even went fo far as to add

that he would not give me the letter, though my patron were the King of France him-

felf ! The King of France, faid I, in a modeft manner but (till with firmnefs, is as

much the protestor of his meanefl: fubjefts as the King of Spain can poffibly be of

his, however elevated. When a criminal is banifhed, he receives the minutes of his

trial ; and (hall I, who am free from crime, be treated lefs favourably ? My boldnefs

pleafed him ; he did not indeed give up the objedb itfelf which I folicited, but he be-

came calmer, and confented to notice in my paffport the order of the viceroy.

He moreover withheld from me the paffport for Vera Cruz, given me by the Marquis

de la Tour, at the Havannah ; and I even fufpected that this was done for the purpofe

of making it the bafe of a charge againft that excellent man, which occafioned me
great uneafinefs.

As for the letter of the viceroy, I, in good truth, cared little about it ; at the fame

time it gave me pleafure to have the governor fancy, as well as the reft, that 1 left

the country much vexed at not having penetrated the interior ; as fuch an opinion

tended to remove any fufpicion which might be entertained of the value of what I

bore away.

On my return to my lodgings, I v;rote a letter to Don Antonio Uloa, at Mexico
;

it was in a complaining ftyle. I obferved, with refpeft to the. refufal of the viceroy,

affeding a liberality, or rather, a fort of rhodomontade, that however vexed I might

feel on the occafion, I (hould never place this circumftance, or any exertion of mine, in

the way of thofe Spaniards who might come to France for the ftudy of the arts and
fciences ; but, on the contrary, if it refted with me, they Ihould experience even

more indulgence than they had before been wont to enjoy, were it only to ftjew that a

Frenchman has too lofty a fpirit to attend to trivial injuries.

After this I fettled all my bills : in order to difcharge the whole of my debts, I

found myfelf obliged not only to difpofe of every article of furniture I had bought at

Vera Cruz, fuch as my bed, chairs, tables, &c. but alfo of my watch and ring, after

which, and all paid, 1 found myfelf with only two gourds (dollars) remaining, a fum
which I reckoned would about cover the charges for going on board. Had 1 fought

it, there is no doubt the purfe of fome one or other of my friends at Vera Cruz,

• It will be recolkfted, our author addtefled letters to the viceroy for permillioii to travel in that

kingdom : the anfwcr, as is Hated, was unfavourable ; and the fubitauce of the letter is given iu the early-

part of the narrative. Trans.

would



DE MENONVILLe's TRAVELS TO GUAXACA. 853

Would have been open to inc, bur I thought fuch a procedure beneath me, and
adapted to create fufpicion ot my individual charartcr, and that even of the nation

itfc'lf to which 1 belonged; I tluTcfore preferred depriving myfelf of every thing,

and thus avoided a poflible obloquy.

I had yet a few days to flay, which I fpcnt in vifiting and walking about : a fm-
gular proceflion, to which the delay of my departure enabled me to be a witnefs, on
the odtave of Corpus Chrifti Day, was of too curious a defcription to admit of my
pafling it over in fdence.

At the head of this proceflion were feen fix gigantic figures, in pafteboard, twenty
feet high, reprefenting a male and female Indian, a negro and negrefs, and a Spanifh

man and woman, carried by fhoe-blacks, and dancing an allemande ; thefe were fuc-

ceeded by a flout fellow carrying a French figure made of ftraw, with a diflorted

haunch, and all its limbs out of joint ; this figure, which is fixed at the end of a
pole, as on a pivot, is made to move its limbs like the pafteboard harlequins of
children, and its fomerfets and aukward motions are a fubjecT: of confiderable merri-

ment to the Spanifh populace; follow this harlequinade ten other fellows in the guife

of fifli, with each a blown bladder with peas in it, faflened to the end of a flick, and
with this they flrike at random, right and left, whoever may be in their reach. Thefe
porpoifes are precurfers of a whale, framed on a large waggon, which is moved along

by men beneath the exterior, reprefenting the whale : thefe men likewife occafionally

make the whale open and fliut its mouth, as if about to devour the filly fools afraid

of it ; after thefe, the different brotherhoods and religious orders, each with the image
of their founder, in filver, carried on a platform by fix men, march in regular order

:

the refidue of the procefTion prefented nothing extraordinary.

I remarked another religious praftice at Vera Cruz, which will not appear lefs

fingular : when the facrament of the wafer is carried to the fick, it is taken in a coach,

magnificently gilt, and adorned with plate glafs in the fame manner as the carriages

of ftate of fovereign princes ; it is drawn by mules, four a-breaft, which go a foot

pace; at each of the angles of the imperial is a lamp: the perfon who carries the

wafer fits at the extremity of the coach, in a fpecies of niche, purpofely made for him;
oppofite is a priefl, his employment to drive away the flics, that the perfon who carries

the facrament may not leave his hold of the pix which he carries in his two hands.

The coachman wears a great coat of fcarlet, with filver lace and filver buttons, like our
vergers at Paris. At the doors are two grenadiers, and two miquelets, and behind,

the coach is followed by double bafl'es, bafoons, violins, guitars, and other inflru-

ments, efcorted by a crowd of people : during the proceflion, the great bell of the

church is founded gently.

At laft, Wednefday arrived, the day on which I had to embark. I was not without

fome dread, and, in real truth, this appeared to me the decifive day. At day-break I

caufed all my cafes of plants, as well as all my empty boxes, feries longijjima rerum,

to be carried from my lodgings, and every thing before fix had reached the gate of
the quay. I computed that at this hour the idle would be yet alleep, that the foldiers

and officers, tired with the night-guard, would be at refl in their hammocks, and that

all uniKCupied and inquifitive at the market : my conjeQurcs were well founded, for

if a few failors be excepted, three or four officers, and the guard, I met with very

few in the ftreets. I reached the port, followed by thirty porters, hired a boat, and
returning to the quay, caultd my cafes, filled with earth, to be placed on the ground
before the fearchers : thus far, all went on very well ; but in a few minutes, foldiers,

faiiors, ciid trades-people all ruflied forwards to fee the plants which the French

botanift



^54 OE MEN0NV1LLE*S TRAVELS TO CUAXACA.

botanlfl; was bearing away. The officer of the guard complimented me on my
refearches and colleftion of herbs ; the fearchers admired them in flupid aftoniftiment,

but at the fame time were fo civil as not to found any of the cafes, though they might
have done fo without injuring any of my plants ; and the head of the office, fatisfied

svitli my readinefs to fuffer examination, told me I might pafs on. It is a certain

matter, that I had it in my power to defraud the King of his dues, and might have
carried away in gold to the amount of a million, or a dozen talegas ; but I was fo well

known, that no one fufpe£ted my being capable of fuch bafenefs. I, however, made
hafle to get away with my things, lell fome one more enlightened fhould play me,
either imintentionally or from defign, fome fcurvy trick or other. The whole of my
goods being now in the boat, it put off, and I followed it, when I placed the cafes

in the chefts, which I locked, and caufed to be fecurely faflened on the deck. I

recommended the failors to be careful of them, and, as an entrance fee on coming on
board, prefented them with a couple of gourds, which, for the purpofe, I borrowed of

the captain.

I returned now on fhore to announce to the governor that I fhould go on board

at eight o'clock ; I could not fee him, but held my promife efl'e£ted, and never fet

foot in his houfe again : we did not, however, fail till feveral days after, which gave

me much uneafmefs ; my plants, fhut up as they were, neceifarily fufiering greatly. I

had, indeed, at each fide of the chefts caufed four holes to be made of four inches

fquare, that I might be provided againfl flormy weather, when I fhould not be able

to open the chefts, and I went on board twice every day in order to give them air

;

flill, that I fhould be obliged to be feparated from my dear plants, to fleep away from
them as I did for three nights, this occafioned me indefcribable torment, and never

certainly could a mifer feel more pain from the fear of lofmg his gold : the different

trips on thefe three days cofl me three piafters, which made the whole I was indebted

to the captain, five ; to acquit myfelf of this debt, I fold fome very beautiful fleeve

buttons, and this done, found myfelf poor as Bias.

At length, even Spanifli dilatorinefs feemed near its end ; the captain fwore he
would weigh anchor on Saturday.

That day I went on board, according to cuflom, to give air to my plants at five

o'clock in the morning. The captain's boat came on board, to dire(5l the pilot to

weigh anchor. Imagining now his promife would be fulfilled, I put on board the reft

of my things ; but after waiting for the captain in vain till three in the afternoon, I

gave up hopes of failing that day: this night, however, I flept on board.

On Sunday the neceffity of attending mafs again delayed us. I went on fhore,

and took a laft farewell of Mr. Ferfen. I brought back with me on board likewife five

or fix cafes of mould, in order to give more room to my jalap and vanilla plants.

8th June 1777. At length, by eleven o'clock, we quitted the port, faluting the

caftle and the captain of the port with one gun, and feven times exclaiming, "viva el

Re, to which falute the captain's fhip anfwered by one exclamation only. The
weather was fine ; we had a light breeze, and the log fhewed five knots. When a
league from the city, we perceived a boat making after us, which was foon alongfide.

On firft diflinguifliing it, I had again, as at the Havannah, the wcaknefs to fancy that I

was the objedt of its purfuit. 1 conceived, with fome appearance of reafon, that the

governor, piqued at my having avoided the proces verbal which he meant to draw up
on my departure, had fent an order for me to be put again on fliore. I was, how-
ever, foon undeceived, and faw that it came merely to bring a man on board who had
failed of being ready at the time of the laft boat putting off; but this gave me an

oppor-
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opportunity of learning a curious circumdance, which was, that on the captain's

waiting on the governor to receive his orders for Canipcachy, the latter made inquiry

if I was on board, and exafted a receipt from the captain for my body ; he likewife

enquired if I feemed very melancholy ; to which qucftion the captain anfwcred in the

affirmative. It will be readily conjeftured that this little narrative amufed me greatly.

The whole of the bay abounds in excellent fifli.

9th June. The night has been dreadful ; florms of thunder and lightning and
torrents of rain feemed to threaten a fecond deluge ; flill, we had little wind, and the

ihip rolled dreadfully.

In the morning, I had a very interefling converfation with the captain of the Ihip,

with whom it was now plain I fhould have every reafon to be fatisfied.

As obferving me giving air to my plants, 1 have found you out, faid he to me in a

low tone of voice
;
you mofl affuredly are not about to tranfport this cochineal to your

own country, but with a view of naturalizing it there ? The liberality he had fliewn to-

wards me, the frank manner of his accoft, determined me on confeffing to him that

which it was now of no fervice to deny ; nor had I any room to repent my confidence,

but, on the contrary, by his afli fiance, perfectly cajoled the failors, who, as well as the

captain, ftood near me, and one of whom, more cunning than the reft, had taken one

of the infefts, and cruflied it on a white deal board, and obferving the purple hue
it gave, cried out to his fellows, why, this is cochineal, and cochineal is contraband.

To divert them from the idea they might elfe entertain on this fubject, the captain and
myfelf planned a fhort fcene, which played off ferioufly before them, eflranged their

fancies a hundred leagues from the track they were taking. One afternoon, the

captain being on deck, with his officers and mofl of the feamen, alked me in a grave

and inquifitive manner, what I meant to do with all thofe plants ? They are, faid I, in

as candid and eafy a manner as I was capable of affuming, they are intended for a pre-

paration, a remedy. A remedy ? for what complaint ? For the gout ? Indeed, and

pray what is the procefs of making it ? Why, this ; the nopals, cochineal, vanilla and

jalap are pounded together in a filver mortar ; the mixture is afterwards boiled ; the

expreffed juice, in proportion of an ounce at a time, is adminiflered to the patient in-

ternally, and of the mark a cataplafm is formed which is applied to the feet. And are

there no other ingredients in the prefcription ? At this I feemed loth to tell the whole

fecret ; I, however, acknowledged that the balm of Mecca was a component, incenfe,

gold dufl, leaf filver, (and, in a half whifper, but loud enough to be heard without

difficulty) fome blefled lint which had touched the relics of Santo Torribio ; this, with

a few Latin words I intermingled in my anfvvers, rendered my receipt exceedingly

refpedtable in the minds of my auditors. Never indeed was nonfenfc liflened to with

more attention, and the bamboozled failors as well were convinced of the purity of my
intentions, as of the efficacioufnefs of the prefcription. I fighed, however, as much as

I laughed at this ridiculous impofition ; but it was indifpenfible, that I might parry the

denunciations which might have been made againfl me otherwife at Carapeachy, by
fome one or other of the crew.

We were no more than twenty leagues from Vera Cruz. The wind at firfl very

variable, afterwards flrong, and then again a dead calm. We diilinguifhed the Cam*
peachy packet, which failed a little before us, at three leagues to leeward. In the

evening we faw a (hark.

10th June. The whole night through it rained, and the calm lafled till half pafl

three P. M. I planted fome vanilla, jalap, and nopals which I had remaining. Three
leaves of my large nopals, loaded with cochineal, rotted, (a firll caufe of anguilh) ; but I

was
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was fomowhat confoled by having fucceeded in fettling the new-born cochineals upon
tther nopiil lenvts in a very healthy (late.

At half pad three we had the wind abaft, making for the E. S. E. We were

accompanied throughout the whole day by a fhoal of bonitos, which played about our

fhip, and which, though againfl: the wind, frequently fwam round the veffel : this

circumftance appears to me worthy of confideration. I likewife faw a number of

beautiful dorados. The Iky was clouded throughout the whole day, the temperature

highly pleafing.

nth June. The fun again made its appearance with encreafed fplendour; there

was no rain in the night ; we made but little way, and by reckoning were only thirty-

five leagues from the point of departure; from nine till three a dead calm, a clear Iky

and high temperature ; we were followed by the fame efcort of bonitos, and by

a number of other fmall fifli, which had followed us from Vera Cruz ; at three

o'clock a wind from the north fpi-ang up, and we ran four knots. Additional loifes

gave new caufe for regret : I was obliged, after colleding the cochineal, to throw five

other leaves of my large nopals into the fea. What a mournful profpefl for the future,

provided, as it is threatened, we fliould be two months out at fea

!

1 2th June. The north wind continued till three in the morning, when it veered to

the fouth-eafl: : the night fine and without rain. At eight the wind funk into a calm,

but a very light breeze from the north fprang up at ten.

13th June. The night beautiful, and the morning lovely : at eight a calm, a breeze

at ten, rain at noon, fucceeded by a calm till five. Again had fight of the brigantine

for Campeachy ; it advanced no fafler than ourfelves. Rain and a ftorm at eight in

the evening.

14th June. The night tranquil, the wind changed from the north to the fouth-eafl:

;

though it blew hard, it yet did not prevent our progrefs j the whole morning, fqualls

with rain. By reckoning, according to the pilot, we were fifteen leagues from found-

ings, and forty from Campeachy. I loft the beautiful brood of Mexican parroquets

which I brought with me, and three other leavesof my nopals. My cochineals exaded
all my attention ; it was their time of bringing forth ; I had nefts to make for them

;

nor was this all ; the hurricanes that blew, threatened to fill all my cafes with fait

water, which is utterly deftruftive of thefe plants. I was obliged to Hand centry over

them on thefe critical occafions, and cover them with thick matting, giving them air

only by means of the fmall fide openings. Were it not for the extreme tedioufnefs

of navigation in this gulf the voyage would have been pleafant ; but the winds which

prevail at this feafon in alternation with calms, being fouth-fouth-eaft and north-north-

eaft, they blow to no port whatever in a direft line.

We enjoyed the fight of an infinite number of dorados ; the moft beautiful fifli that

fwims the fea ; ftill, we had not a fingle man on board who had any inclination

to fifh.

15th June. The whole of the following night we had a terrible hurricane, the rain

fell in large drops, and with a noife like balls of lead. The wind blew furioufly from

the north-eafV, till three in the morning, at five it got round to the fouth-eaft ; neither

on this nor on the preceding day was there intervention of calm. We had been upon
foundings from ten in the morning, and might expeft to arrive in five or fix days at

Campeachy. We faw a great number of birds. The colour of the fea underwent a

change, and was of a grecnifli blue.

i6ih June. It blew hard all night long, with fqualls of rain, the morning grey, the

remainder of the day remarkably fine. In fpite of all my care, my cafes were waflied

16 by
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by a wave. The young cochineals did not fuccecd in faflening on the caSus fylveftris

of Vera Cruz, called tunas. Ten other of my opuntiai had become rotten. Irre-

mediable lofs

!

The whole night through adverfe wind. Abundance of porpoifcs of enormous

bulk.

1 7th June. Saw land on the fouth, and hoped to arrive the next day at Campcachy

;

but the wind, which blew from lliorc, kept us at dirtance the whole day : the lands low,

and nearly level with the fea. A flock of boobies and fiigatc-birds. 'I'he colour of the

fea changed by ftripcs, according to the greater or lefs depth of water : at noon we
had but nine fathoms : the Iky clouded.

The captain added this day to the fund of continually regenerating inquietude with

which I was aflailed : he apprized me that at Campeachy we fliould have guards and

foldiers put on board ; and who knows how long we might lie oiF this place ?

A hurricane ftill more violent than that of the 15th, was experienced this night.

The thunder roared in loudeft peals. Inceflant flafhes of lightning furrowed the atmof-

phere in every direction. Rain fell in torrents; and the whiflling of the blafl; was even

louder than the noife of the thunder and the waters. Dread and conflernation feized

upon every one. We were obliged to take in every inch of canvafs. Fortunately, my
chefts were well faftened and covered, but for which precaution adieu to my nopals

:

they would have perifhed with my plans, and probably myfclf with them.

18th June. After the ftorm the wind blew ftrong from the fouth. We muft have

been driven far indeed during the tempeft, for we had from fixtecn to twenty-fix

fathoms water ; whereas the day before, when we made land, we had but fix fathoms

water, and were only eight leagues from fliore ; for in this part the number of fathoms

denote pretty nearly the number of leagues from land, the foundings lefTenrng in gra-

dual proportion as the diflance becomes lefs. We faw a fhark and a number of birds.

19th June. The foundings various in proportion as the north carried us forward

or the fouth drove us from fhore. It feemed as though we were under fomc enchant-

ment, and as if this wretched country ficd from our approach. In thirteen days we

had not been able to go more than ninety leagues. This day we could not diflinguifli

land, though the line gave but fix fathoms in the evening, and though all night long

we fmelt the land and its flowers ; but we had a dfead calm. After the calm, a guft of

wind fucceeding, we got into three fathoms water, and call one of our anchors. We
had had no rain for four-and-twenty hours.

20th June. This day we faw land by five in the morning : it is more lofty eaflward

than towards the fouth. At fun-rife we raifed anchor in order to get nearer in to land,

and at feven we diftinguifhed the town of Campeachy on the Ibuth-fouth-eafl;. It has

no port, but merely a bad open road liable to every wind, and lying three leagues

from the town, which cannot be approached nearer by any vefTel carrying more than

ninety tons : at nine we anchored.

The Bylander of ninety tons, which brought us from Vera Cruz, was l.-sden with

maize, for w hich the captain expefted to find a market, intending to replace it by a

loading of dyeing-wood, which at Cape Francois would have paid him a confiderable

profit ; but in order to fucceed great fkill and circunifpedion were rcquilite, as this

was an aft of fmuggling, and as imuggling is punifhable with flavery and confifcation

of property. The captain fold his maize to great advantage, as it was fcarce ; but, no

doubt intoxicated with fuccefs, he idled away his time, and miffed the opportunity of

profiting to the full extent of his means.

VOL. xiii. 5 R For
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For my part, the delay to which he fubjedled us, and the additional loffes I every

day fuftained among my nopals, not lefs than forty of which I was obliged to throw

into the fea, were fources to me of extreme vexation.

I had moreover much room for complaint againft the crew ; and for the purpofe of

acquainting the captain with their condudt, I went on fhore ; and thus had an oppor-

tunity of vifiting the town.
_

'

San Francifco de Campeche is a town of a fquare form, each fide meafuring upwards

of twelve hundred yards : it is perfectly well built of hewn ftone, in the Spanilh llyle,

with rectilinear ftreets, kept very clean, and of tolerable breadth. It is furrounded

with curtains and baftions, but is without ramparts or terraces. The walls are thirty

feet high by from five to fix in thicknefs, but have no fofle. On the fide towards

the land an immenfe pueblo or fuburb of Indians encloles it, which much delighted

me on account of the trees and thicket by which each houfe is furrounded. The

fuburbs may contain about a thoufand Indians : the population of the town, including

the garrifon with the citizens, may be about three thoufand. Money at this place is

fo rare that nuts of cacao form the currency : for eight of thefe nuis you purchafe an

egg at the market, and you are boarded at the inn for two reals the day. Debauchery

is here prevalent to the fame extent as wretchednefs, but its miniilers are fuch as

could pleafe but failors alone, yet thefe fo well that they reckon this a paradife. Such

was the extremity of mifery throughout all Yucutan about fix years back, that, accord-

ing to the account, even of the Spaniards themfelvcs, there died from want no lefs than

forty thoufand perfons. It is however doubtful, notwithftanding the immenfe extent

of this province, whether it ever contained fo many inhabitants ; but, on the contrary,

Ihould it be true, fhould any credit be due to the Spaniards when they give fuch a

fhocking lift of deaths, have we not to charge government with the moft reprehenfible

negledt ? How can it have been carelefs to fuch degree as to fuffer this province to

remain fo deftltute of provifion, while with fo much facility grain might have been fup-

plied either from the Havannah, where all kinds of European corn abounds, and which

is but two hundred leagues diftant, or from Vera Cruz, but eighty leagues away, and

where a fimilar plenty reigns ! This extenfive region has the more need of affiftance

from the frequency of dearth. The caufe is to be attributed to the droughts fo fatal to this

country, the foil of which confifts merely of a flight quantity of vegetable earth on a

rocky bafe ; and fo frequent, owing to the land lying low, and the want of mountains

to break the clouds, which, in confequence, except where the north winds encounter

others from the fouth, and occafion them to break over the land, are conftantly borne

out to fea. Should the months of May, June, and July, thofe in which maize is

fown, unfortunately pafs without rain, all the hopes of the colonifts are loft, and they

are left wholly deftitute of refource.

The only trade carried on at Campeachy is in ftone fent to Vera Cruz, and dye-

woods, iimuenfe piles of which, cut for upwards of thirty years, are feen in different

parts, which the Spaniards prefer feeing rot before their faces to felling to any inter-

" loper, though they caimot pollibly export them themfelvcs. The whole time I was

there, I faw but three brigantines loaded, and at no time perhaps is there a greater

number here. The culture of cacao is not allowed in this country : I know not from

what lamentable policy, for it would fuccced admirably. Cacao, in confequence, is

fo dear that the nuts or beans are ufcd as money. The poor, who in confequence of

the dearnefs of chocolate are deprived of the enjoyment of that beverage, fubftitute for

it the pips of the zapota marmue, whofe fruit is large as an egg and bitter as colo-

quintida.^
I tra-
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I travcrfcd the whole of the gardens in Campcachy, and found not one that was
curious. I culled here at hazard fixtecn plants of two fpecics of caclus without thorns,

\Yhich afterwards were of great ufe to me.
However, on the 6th July, the captain repaired on board with intention to put off

to fea, and within three days at farthefl: three barHs were to bring us out to fca the

Campeachy wood we were to take on board.

Notwiihftanding all my pains I never was able to procure either branches, leaves,

or feeds of this tree to fatisfy myfelf whether or no it is diflercnt from that we poflefs

in our own colonies. I paid a failor beforehand to procure me fome, but they never

came.

We were juft on the point of weighing anchor, when the mafter of a boat which
had brought us in a flock of wood for cooking, faw my nopals and cochineal, and
told me that they were cultivated within fix leagues of Campeachy. Though I have
ftrong doubt of the truth of this ftatentent, I neverthelefs felt much vexed at not

having had an opportunity of afcertaining whether it was true or not, and in the

former cafe of renewing my plants, and recruiting my infedts.

Whether in hopes of other little prefents in return, whether as a compenfation for

the vexation I endured from his having made fo long a flay, the captain gave me the-

handfomeft parrot, not larger than a dove, that ever perhaps was feen : its beak
yellow at the bafe, and black at the extremity, the whole of the body a bright green,

the cheeks and the circle round the eyes of a blood red, the forehead, fhoulders and
thighs of the fame colour, the upper part of the head crowned with yellow, the centre

white, and the hinder part azure blue, the wings green, blue, flame-coloured, and
purple, finally, the legs yellow, the eyes blue, but the iris yellow. The captain

moreover prefented me with a cardinal, and three tigers* fkins.

nth July. At length, after a ufelefs flay of five days, we found we muft give up
all hopes of the dye-wood coming on board. The poor captain thus faw all his dreams
of fortune vanifh, and in addition lofl the twenty piaftres he had paid down as earnefl

of the bargain to the perfon who was to have procured him the wood : thus, either

owing to negligence, or to want of management, the unlucky man lofl a profit of at

leafl three thoufand dollars, for the wood which at Campeachy fetches but three reals,

at the Cape is worth three piaflres. I was exceedingly hurt that he had not made a
confident of me at an earlier period, as it flruck me I might not only have given him
good advice but have obtained for him a hundred ton of wood.

We weighed anchor at ten in the morning, and with a wind from the fouth-wefl

advanced in a direftion E.N.E. at about half a league an hour. At two o'clock the

wind changed, and we fleered W.S.W. We were fain to anchor at four in four and
a half fathoms. The whole night through it blew hard with much thunder, but no
rain.

1 2th July. After looking out for a wind, but in vain, throughout the whole of the

night, it blew from the fouih at three in the morning ; we, in confcquence, quickly

raifed anchor, and made north-eafl witli a fine fea and beautiful weather, which con-

tinued till half-pafl ten, when we were becalmed. After advancing, notwithftandino-,

,

about half a league, by half-pafl one we had a breeze from tlie north-weft, which was
of much fervice to us. The water now again changed colour, and from a blucifh

green became of an azure hue ; but at four o'clock the wind rounding to the north-

eafl ftopped our further advance, and we cafl anchor to avoid being thrown nearer

the fliore, but not till, as tlie day before, we were within fight of land. At nine

5 R 2 o'clock.
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o'clock, after many threats of rain, which however were followed by no efFefl:, the

wind veering again to the fouth-weft, we weighed anchor.

13th July. This day the wind funk into a calm at ten o'clock in the morning :

during the time it lafled, which was two hours and a half, the Spaniards took it into

their heads to filh. They caught in the time eighteen perch of a nionftrous fize, the

fmalleft of them weighing upwards of nine pounds, it is the perca philadelphica de-

fcribed by Linne. This fifh is of exquifite flavor, and is caught iii depths of about

five fathoms, with a hook two inches long, and as thick as a crow's quill. The bait is

a piece of bacon, meat, or entrails of fowls : about a foot above the hook a ball of

about a pound weight is fufpended to make the line fink : the fifiierman has rarely

time to throw out lures on the top of the water. About noon we had a breeze from

the north-weft, when we fet fail anew, and at three again came to an anchor. Such

is the navigation common along this coaft, which runs north and fouth : the fouth-eafl:

drove us out to fea in the night, and in the afternoon the north-eaft again fent us in

Ihore. Thefe are the winds predominant In thefe latitudes ; but the winds blow fome-

times fouth or fouth-weft, and north or north-weft, when a vefl'el may make fome way
imder favour of them. It is requifite for two reafons to keep at not more than from

four to eight leagues from the coaft ; in the firft place, becaufe, at a greater diftance

from fliore, cayos (rocky ftioals) and other fand-banks occur, on which a veflel might

be driven by the north-eaft wind ; and fecondly, becaufe in the open fea winds being

more uncommon, and always, as well as the currents, adverfe, a voyage would be of

eternal duration : indeed no navigation in any part of the world is more difficult than

that of the Gulf of Mexico. Should you leave foundings for the open fea you are en-

gaged in perpetual currents ; fliould you keep in foundings you have only light winds,

and can make but four or five leagues in four-and-twenty_ hours. On proceeding,

whether from the North or South Seas, towards Vera Cruz, or any other part of the

Gulf of Mexico, it is not only ncceflary to reconnoitre the bank or foundings of Yucu-
tan but alfo that of Florida. The terms fondas, or foundings, is applicable to the

whole of the fea, of little depth, which borders the Gulf of Mexico, from Cape
Catoche as far as and even beyond Cape St. Auguftin, to a diftance from ftiore of

from fix to fixty leagues, and in fuch gradation with refped to depth, that from the

deepeft foundings, that is to fay, in fixty-eight fathoms, you may judge, proceeding

in fhore, how far you are from land, the depth diminiftiing a fathom at each league,

fo that at one league from fhore there is feldom more than three, and fometimes but

one fathom water. To this notice refpeding the Gulf of Mexico is to be added that

the north is the predominant wiiul, and is felt here with more violence than in any part

of America, and with fuch in the months of Odober and November as to render

thefe feas almoft impaffable.

13th July. The north wind very ftrong. We were obliged to anchor till mid-

night.

14th July. At ten in the morning the land-breeze fell, the wind again blew from

the north, and in the afternoon we Iteered E.S.E. at the rate qf four knots an hour.

The temperature of the atmofphere on this fea is moderate, for, notwithftanding the

iky was clear and the lun exhibited itfelf in all its fplcndour, my thermometer at noon
did not rife higher than 20° (yy" of Fahrenheit). We were now about fifty leagues

from Campeachy.
At five in the evening we came to our inn for the night, for fomewhat fimilar muft

our conftant praftice of calling anchor every 'evening at the fame hour be efteemed.

We
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We had, an hour before, feen a fliip which was nearer in fhore than ourfelvcs : we
likewife faw another brigantinc, which we imagined to be the Havannah packet : it

failed with the wind abaft, and all its canvas our, but flill made lefs way than as though

we had an adverfe wind. The whole day and night pafl'cd without rain, but the quan-
tity of dew that fell was confiderable.

At eleven at njght the wind changing we weighed anchor, but made very little way,
the breeze from the fouth-eafl being very light, and finking to a dead calm by feven

in the morning, a calm which continued till the next day at ten, when the north again

fprang up.

1 5th July. This day the north-eaft, at firfl: feeble, encreafed in ftrength fo as to

advance us a league.

A new anchorage at five o'clock. We had no rain at fea, though we diftinguifhed

it falling on fliore. We avoided a projeding bank, which makes the water appear

of a yellowifli green colour, three leagues from the fliore ; we likewife difcerned

the Havannah packet : it was the fame which had failed five days before us from
Vera Cruz, and was now on its return to the Havannah. The captain informed

us, that the governor, the Marquis de la Tour, had been recalled : a new motive for

felf-gratulation at having effeclcd my obje£l without delay ; for could I flatter myfelf

with ever meeting with in any other governor who might fucceed him, fo much
kindnefs as I had met with from him ? As this packet was deftined to Campeachy
our captain forwarded letters by it. At midnight we weighed anchor, the wind fouth-

wefl: blew very feebly, and by eight o'clock funk into a calm.

1 6th July. At noon the north-eaft admitted of our tacking and making a little way,
but by three the wind encreafing, we were threatened with a fl:orm. After a violent

fall of rain we cafl: anchor, and fent a boat on fliore oppofite to a garitu, or centry-box,

to take in twelve barrels of water and twenty-four fanegas of fait. I was folicitous of
vifiting the falt-pans here, and of making a flight harveft of the plants of the country,

and of fea fliells, but the dread I had left any injury fliould befall my infeds and plants

during my abfence, prevented my indulging myfelf with this gratification : this was
another facrifice I had to add to the number I had already made on their account.

I had, however, on the other hand, the fatisfaftion of already being in fonie degree

compenfated : my vanilla threw out fome branches, my jalap and my nopals wei-e

budding : I had indeed lofl: a great many, but the refidue were in good condition,

and I had well-founded hopes of the moft complete fuccefs.

17th July. We were detained all day by our pilot, who with four failors had gone
on fliore, and never returned. As he was an habitual drunkard, we conje£lured that

intoxication had been the caufe of his delay. The breeze of morning had been feeble,

calm fucceeded as ufual, and at three o'clock rain, with but little wind. The brigantine,

which kepi us company, advanced only a league the whole day long.

After pafling the day in greatelt anxiety of mind, I advifed the captain in the even-

ing to fire a gun. I was mad with vexation. A charming breeze blew from Ihore,

and this night we might have advanced at leaft ten leagues ; unfortunately, the

captain was by no means a good failor, and we had not fuflicient hands remaining on
board to work the fliip.

18th July. At length, in the morning, the boat returned with the failors. They
had heard the report of the patercros, though a league and a half difl:ant to windward
of us. The pilot difpatched them with the fait, but himfelf did not reckon upon getting

on board before noon, as he was waiting for fowls, eggs, and fwine, which the In-

dians were to bring him. The captain in a rage fent the boat again on fliore, with

orders
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orders for his coming inftantly on board. He came by four o'clock, and we weighed
anchor ; but we had conftant calms the whole day.

My pretty cardinal having got out of its cage, and fallen into the fea, the captain,

without my knowledge, promifed a good fwimmer on board a bbttle of brandy if he
recovered my bird. The failor jumped at the propofal, and the profpedl of gain

blinding hini to the danger, he precipitated himfelt into the fea from the cabin window,
and after fwimming about ten or twelve fathoms, recovered the little bird, held it in

his mouth, and making for the rudder of the boat, feized on the ring of it, by which
he held till a rope was thrown out to him, by means of which he got on board. I

was uneafy in extreme the whole time he was in the water, left fome of the fharks,

which are fo common in this fea, alarmed by the noife he made on plunging in, fhould

make for the fpot, and devour my bold adventurer ; and I felt mortified that the

captain, for a m.atter of fuch little value, fhould thus have expofed the life of one of
his crew : fortunately, he efcaped, and befides the bottle of brandy, he earned a

handfome pulicat handkerchief, of which I made him a prefent.

We were at anchor, oppofite to a garita, or watch-houfe, in three fathoms water.

Thefe watch-houfes are huts of wood, in form of fquare towers, forty feet high,

and raifed at the diflance of every four leagues along the coafls of New Spain. In

thefe centinels are ftationed, whofe duty it is to give advice of all veffels they perceive
;

and thefe centinels, who are Indians, are relieved every four days.

It fo fell out, that one of thofe appointed on guard at one of thefe watch-houfes,

being tired of his occupation, afked our people to take him and his luggage on board
with them, and they very imprudently conlented. I fay imprudently, for it is ex-

prefsly forbidden, under the moft fevere penalties, that any captain fhould receive an
Indian on board. I had the curiofity to examine the packet of this poor fellow : it

contained provifion for four days, and confifled of a dozen tordillas of eight ounces
each, and about two pounds of the pafle of maize, coarfely ground, which, fteeped in

water, forms a beverage Angularly pleafing to the Indians. The man who came on
board was flout and well made, twenty-one years of age, but had not a fingle hair on
his chin. He had been married two years, but exprefled not the leaft regret at leaving

his wife. On my enquiring whether he had any children, he at firfb anfwered, no
j

but correfting himfelf, as if he juft recolleded the matter, he faid he had one
pequenito, or very little baby ; and as he faid this he knitted his brows, as if he
wifhed to exprefs that it was too fmall to be worth mentioning. The fancy diverted

us much.

1 9th July. We weighed anchor in the morning, and fleered the whole day before

the wind : a very light breeze from the fouth-wefl. At feven we anchored, and raifed

anchor again at eight, the wind changing to the fouth-eaft : it was but a puff, which
foon abated into a calm, and we anchored ; but a breeze fpringing up, we again

heaved anchor, and kept under fail the whole night through.

20th July. This day the north and fouth winds enabled us to proceed at the rate

of a league an hour. The flv.y all the morning was overcafl : at three the wind fell,

and changed four times in lefs than half an hour : at length came on a dreadful fform
of rain. After much entreaty, I fuccceded in inducing the colkdion of half-a-dozen

barrels of rain water : thirty at leaft, if care had been taken, might in the time have
been filled. After the rain we fleered eaft- fouth-eaft, for our pilot pretending his

object was to avoid the currents, would not keep off from fhore : we therefore made
frequent tacks, and remained a long time at anchor. In the evening we found our-

fclves oppofite to the Prio de Lagartos, or the River of Crocodiles, which announced
2 to
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to US our having made eighteen leagues fince the day before. - This was indeed a good
day's work, but we had yet forty leagues of fliore to coafl: along.

At length we quitted thcfe melancholy and tirefome fliores for the open fea, and
depofited all our anchors in the hold ; but being immediately after overtaken by a

calm, we let down a fmall anchor. At eleven at night, the wind blowing again from
the fouth-eafl, we made fail anc w : it frcfliened foon to fuch a degree, that from
midnight to two o'clock we had advanced nearly twenty leagues, and the fea had
again rcfumed an indigo blue colour : had the weather thus continued, we (hould

have required but four days to reach the Ilavannah. This was the firfl; inftance of fair

weather we had had fince our departure from Vera Cruz. The circumflance delighted

me fo nmch as to ferve as a counterbalance to the grief I experienced at the lofs of
fifteen or fixteen leaves of nopals, in the fpace of three days. To leeward we defcried

a wretched little boat : foon we Ihould have to fee a number of confiderable fhips.

Seas of our fortunate colonies, how different your appearance from that of this melan-
choly gulph ! Numerous and rich veflels furrow your bofom in every dire£tion, like

our gay carriages on the magnificent roads of Paris, while the Gulph of Mexico is as

bare of veflels as the crofs-roads which lead to its infulate and wretchedly poor habita-

tions !

2 2d July. At three in the morning the wind had much flackened, though from the

20th we notvvithftanding reckoned our progrefs to be fifty leagues, and confequently

that we were beyond a (liallow which extends the fpace of two leagues, at the ex-

tremity of foundings, in the dire£tion north and fouth,andin latitude 23° north, longitude

286° 10' from the meridian of Teneriffe. In our reckoning we had erred, for by two
in the afternoon, a fcream of horror from the deck called us to the fearful fight of this

bank, which, concealed under water, extends itfelf right and left, in branches,

through a fpace of a league in breadth, by three in length : inflantly we changed our
tack, and on founding had a bottom of reddilli rock, in forty-five fathoms : the rock
apparently fragments of coral, was blended with herbs. The fhelf fcemed of a re idifh

colour in every part, and gave a ruddy appearance to "the water. Fortunate was it for

us that we encountered this fhelf inv the day-time : had it been night, we fhould have
pafTed over it, and jirobabiy have perifhed'; for though the fea does not break on this

bank, and though it appears to be covered by a depth of water, the adual foundings

upon it, as well as the nature of the fhelf, are altogether unknown. In remembrance
of our having efcaped this danger, we drank two bottles of excellent cyder, of which
the captain made me a prcfent, and which was equal to Champaigne, and found our
fpirits heightened by the libation.

23d July. We pafled the night without any danger: the fouth wind had blown,
but the fhip made no way. We caught a prodigious porpoife, eight feet long, by five

and a half in diameter. Its tail was two feet broad. The fifh caught was a female : in

cutting up, no doubt, fome of the ladteal dufts were feparated, as the animal yielded

more than a quart of a very pure and remarkably white milk. One of the veflfels

from which this milk flowed was in diameter of equal breadth with my little fini^er.

The womb, in which I very diftindly faw the fallopian tubes, meafured at the entrance

of the vagina four inches and a half. The exterior orifice was very ftrait, callous,

wrinkled in folds, and of a fubftance and tifl'ue fo clofe, that with difficulty could one
introduce the little finger : nor did it appear fufceptible of farther expanfion. The
diameter of the vagina, eafy of dilation, was an inch and a half: at the extremity of
the vagina from the interior was a fpecies of valve, refembiing that of the fucker of a
pump, very much wrinkled, and higlily capable of expanfion ; and the internal

capacity
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capacity of the canal it formed, of inferior length to the vagina, appeared to be of

fimilar diameter, and- equally fit for diflenfion : at the end was another fucker-like

valve, which ferved as a door to a fecond fimilar receptacle, of rather greater capacity

than the former : finally, there was a third receptacle, clofed by a fimilar valve, with

the extremity of which the two fallopian tubes communicated : thefe were of a fpongy

fubftance, and, internally, difplayed an infinite multitude of veffels, part of which
feemed lafteal or lymphatic, others, conductors of blood, but folded one within the

other, and croffing each other, fo that at the firfl; glance they might be miflaken for a

mafs of little worms relied up together. In the fiomach of the animal were feveral

fmall fifli, which had already attained that fiate of digeftion which made them look as if

fomewhat too much boiled. The fhip was furrounded by a numerous troop of thefe

animals, which, notwithltanding their enormous fize, feemed in the water no larger

than carp of eight or ten pounds weight.

24th July. In the night we had a light wind, but the day a dead calm. At the

rifing of the moon in the evening the wind again arofe.

25th. At ten this morning we caught a fhark : it happened to be the fqualus tiburo

of Linne.: it was five feet long, had a fin at the anus ; five lineary ports in the neck,

for the bronchise of the pulfe ; a large head, and a broad neck : its teeth in the lower

jaw triangular, of fimilar breadth, but even fharper than lancets, and about an inch

in heighth, of thefe teeth the animal has three rows : the inmoft row turns back on
the gums : thofe of the jaw are fubulated like the teeth of pike, and, as the others, are

an inch long. This animal is of hideous appearance in the water, and fhines by day as

well as by night : it was harpooned with a javelin a foot long, attached to a pole of fix

feet ; however hard its fkin, which refills the point of a knife, it was not proof againft

this weapon ; and the monfler made lefs refinance in the water, and fought lefs on deck

than did the porpoife we had before caught : it was furrounded as ufual by the pilot-

fifh, fo called on account of its conflantly advancing in front of the fliark : this fifh is

a kind of perch, tranfverfely flriped with alternations of black and yellow. Part of

the fhark was cooked and placed on table, but I could not prevail on niyfelf to touch

it, notwithftanding it is a favourite difh with the people of Campeachy, a predileftion

which fpeaks little for the delicacy of their tafte, as there is abundance of fifh in their

roadfted of exquifite flavour. We afterwards caught another of fuch monftrous fize

that we needed tackle for lifting it on board : it was a female, but of a different fpecies.

This animal was ten feet four inches (French) in length, and from the back to the belly

meafured two feet and a half: the flcin of the back was perfectly blue, of the belly

white : it had the fame proportions as, and refembled the one before defcribed/ with

the following exceptions : the teeth of the upper jaw were curved towards the throat,

from the bafe : they were moreover fliarp, pointed, but rounded like barley, and jagged

like the teeth of a law. In the upper jaw it had but one row of teeth, but in the lower

three : the head was not proportionately large, though fomewhat of the fame lliape,

being only more oblong, and fomewhat lefs flattened than that of the male. The
vagina was fix inches in diameter, and was not callous and in folds, as I had obferved

in the dolphin. Thereftum terminated with the vagina in one common orifice, which

may be regarded as the anus. By the fide of the matrix were two prominences which

might be taken for teats, and of which the interior orifices terminated in the womb,
but had no communicant dudls, whether glandular or ladeal : the vagina was fix inches

long: at the extremity it divided into two cavities, two feet and a half in length, by a

breadth of a foot, but fufceptible of confiderable diflenfion : the orifice of either of

thefe trunks was filled with a fpcrmatic matter : the interior occupied by an extremely

fine
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fine and fpongy membrane, attached throughout its wliolo length to the inward and

upper part ot the cavity, and full of an infinite number of cells, each containing an egg

with its yolk, and an cmbrio, or foetus, an inch and a half long : the yolk of the egg

was like, but fomevvhat paler than that of a hen, but the mucilaginous part, inftead of

being white, was of a grcenifh yellow, refembling bile. In order to extract an egg

from one of the cells, it was neceffary to break the cell: this cavity was afluredly an

oviary ; the fubftance of it was of a whitifli colour, tranfpareut, lymphatic, greafy,

and the membrane eafy to break. Difgull prevented my counting tlic number of eggs,

but in every oviary I certainly faw at leaft a hundred. I took fonie of the foeti and

preferved them in rum. I am not certain whether or no amphibious animals have two

vagina;, but it appears very evident from diffections that they iiave two oviaries.

This fliark was viviparous, as I believe are all. Some of the fceti, which I notice my
having preferved, I fent to Mr. Daubenton.

At noon we had a heavy fall of rain, and for two hours fuccefiive fhowers : this, by
occafioning wind, enabled us to make a flight progrefs ; but at five we were becalmed,

and continued fo until the moon rofe, when it began to blow pretty frefii.

26th July. The wind of the night was fucceeded by flight fqualls, by which we
advanced about half a league an hour. Some fhowers fell, but unattended by wind.

The crew were uninterruptedly employed in manoeuvring fo as to catch the leaft putf,

but without fuccefs. Did we itand on either tack, the fails fcarcely filled, and the fliip

barely obeyed the rudder. We fell in with two amazingly large pieces of floating

timber, loaded with birds. The pilot flatcd us by reckoning to be five-and-twenty

leagues from the Florida foundings. Our latitude was twenty-five degrees.

27th July. The morning a dead calm, provoking quietude, difcouraging inertia !

Why muft I thus be flayed, exclaimed I repeatedly, when it would be fo grateful to

my heart to reach our deflination ? My cochineals brought foith now a fecond time,

and I had no more plants on which 1 could multiply them. One young leaf of a nopal,

and one old one had jufl: died ; one half of another had been confumed by a blatta

lucifera, and I faw that I ran great hazard of lofing the new generation ; however, 1

had the confolation to fee two plants of vanilla throw out other branches. A number
of bonitos fwam about our fliip. The name applied to this fpecies of corypha:na is

derived from the Spanifli buenito, the augmentative of bueno good, and fignifies very

good, or excellent. We likewife faw fome dorados, another fpecies of coryphsaa, the

tquifolis of Linne. One of thefe was caught by our men : from head to tail it

meafured four feet three inches, and at the ftomach was a foot and a half in diameter.

The fea contains no fifli more beautiful, nor indeed another that equals this in beauty.

The body is of a golden yellow, refplendent above a changeable green, marked with

round fpots, an inch- in diameter, of an ultra-marine blue ; the fins and tail are a bril-

liant green. la calm weather its Ihining colours render it diftinguifiiable at the depth

even of fifty feet.

28th July. We had fome wind again at night, and the horizon was fo much over-

clouded that we apprehended a terrible florm. The wind we had, however, was
adverfe, and all niglu long we had our head to the fouth. In the morning we made a

tack N.N.E., but were flopped by a calm. Ever fince eight o'clock, I had obfervcd

in the norlh-north-eafl divifion of the Iky, a cloud (liaped like a hoife's tail, fpreading

in the diredion from N.N.E. to S.S. W., and wliich appeared to be the precurfor of

calms, in the fame manner as the procellaria, in my opinion, truly indicates wind.

29th July. By midnight the calm cealed, and we made about five leagues in nine

hours ; from nine to eleven again calm, then wind till one, when my Iiorfe-tail cloud

. VOL. XIII. 5 s appe.'.red
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appeared anew. We founded but found no bottom. The pilot, who fancied himfelf

upon the Florida Soundings, was thus in error, and I the more vexed on reflefting that,

although but fixty leagues from the Havannah, we had fcarcely effeded half our
voyage : what tirefome navigation

!

30th July. At four in the evening of the 29th, a wind fprang up, which, from its

direftion, we recognized for a brifk and regular gale : this continued till the morning
of the 30th, when the wind from land fucceeded. By obfervation we had now pafled the
Florida Soundings, and all night long were on the look out to avoid Las Tortugas, an
affemblage of four or five fmall iflands on the border of the foundings of the

peninfula of Florida. All this day the fky was over-caft, and we had feveral fliowers

of rain.

On vifiting my nopals I found three leaves dead : I cleaned all the others, and dulled

them to remove the white powder with which they had become covered. I likewife exter-

minated all the fylvefter cochineals, which had intermingled with the fine, and which had
fmothered a confiderable number. Finding myfelf overltocked with thofe cacti of Vera
Cruz, frightfully armed with thorns, I threw thirteen of them into the fea ; after which
I dried the fylvefter cochineals I had collefted, in order to fend them to my father, and
to MefTrs. Roftagin and Juffieu. While thus cleanfing my cherts, or rather my gardens,

I difcovered three chacherlas and a fcolopendra tnorfitans; fortunately thefe infeds are

no devourers of cochineal, or othorwife adieu to my treafures. The employ I undertook
was for fome time an amufement to me, though fatiguing.

31ft July. After luffing up the whole night long to avoid the Ihore, at day-break we
difcovered the coaft of Cuba, and had advanced twenty leagues into the channel : the

next day we Ihould diftinguilh the Havannah, and two days after be out of the Bahama
channel ; a profpecl which affured us a prompt return.

In the meantime our crew infifted on entering the Havannah, but the captain and
myfelf could not confent to this, without running the greateft rilk, not only of our
liberty, but even of our lives ; we therefore determined on forcing obedience, and, in

cafe of any obftinate perfiftance on the part of the fhip's company, to put the moft

mutinous to death, at a preconcerted fignal. However violent fuch meafures may ap-

pear, it muft be confidered that it could be of no confequence to our crew what port

they made, whereas it was important for us to avoid the Havannah.

Carried forward by the wind and current, by noon we were oppofite to Bahia Konda,
(Deep Bay) ; for two days we had had the moft charming weather poflible for our
voyage, but we had ftill four hundred leagues to fail, and had not yet attained the end
of our toils.

In fact the wind increafed, and we had a terrible night. From the heavy fhocks our •

fmall veflel received, I was fearful fhe would founder. We lowered the fvveeps of the

forefail, and reefed the mainfail, fpite of which the veflel rolled fo dreadfully that we
were conftraincd to fleep on the floor, an inconvenience, thanks to my apprcnticefliip to

travels, which was to me no great hardfliip.

ift Auguft. This morning, fpite of contrary winds, the currents having impelled

us all night long, we diftinguiflied the table-land of Mariana ; and at four in the evening

a frefli tack had carried us under the guns of the Moro caftle. From a diltance I dif-

tinguifhed the country-houfe of Senor Huet, the neighbourhood, and the Fort del

Principe, the works of which he had fhewn me. The day was fine ; but a violent wind
from the north-north-caft, occafioned us at fix in the evening to reef again our fails,

which we had fpread to the gale. An unlucky manoeuvre was near being f;ital to us. All

was noife ; and the men running about with precipitancy increafed the evident alarm

;

2 and
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and for myfelf I experienced the greater dread from the confidcration of my being fo

rich, fo truly rich
;
poflefling what I had fo much coveted : I had no fuch fears on my

voyage to Mexico.

2d Auguft. The wind keeping at north- cafl; alJ the night through, we had made
but little way by nine in the morning. This morning, the firfl time I had ever feen a

ftorm in the morning in America, I was witncfs to one mofl: violent. The whole of the

day, and all the fuccecding night, was a period of toil and fatigue, owing to our perpe-

tual tacks. At three o'clock we diflinguifhed the pine-tree of Matanza. The fea ran

dreadfully high ; and we were the more loth to enter the mouth of the Bahama channel

from our fails and rigging being in the word poflible condition : here was a fre(h evi-

dence of Spanifli idlenefs. During the frequent calms we had experienced, nothing

would have been more eafy than to have taughtened the fhrouds ; and for want of this

precaution, which I fo ftrongly but ineftcdually recommended, we were obliged to lay

to, and lofe much time.

3d Augufl:. After numerous tacks this day, the fea conftantly rough, we were fain

at night to take flielter in the Bay of Matanza.

This bay is nearly a league over at its mouth, by a depth of two. Three rivers, or

rather rivulets, empty themfelves into it. Towards evening we anchored about half-cable

length from the fliorc. The fort a fquare building, flanked by four baftions, is about fixty

yards long. I'he curtain, which fronts the fea, is defended by a crown work, which

feemed in excellent condition : I entered it as a conqueror, and found no centinels either

at the barrier of the covered way, or at the gates, fo that without interruption I marched
to the parade, where I found fix foldiers playing at cards : thefe without leaving their

game, or aflcing me any queftions, futfered me as quietly to depart as I had
entered.

However well fortified this caflle, it feems to me of no other utility than to prevent a

landing, and hinder merchant Ihips or privateers from taking in water ; for it could not

certainly withftand the fire of a fixty-four gun fhip.

Matanza, (the Place of Slaughter) which lies at the bottom of the bay, is an ill-built

fpof, in a low, marfliy, moift, and unhealthy pofition : it has no trade, nor any cultivation

about it. The people who inhabit it prefent the moft difgufting fpeclacle, and render it the

fcene of the mofl abominable filth and frightful mifery : they are covered with crabs

of a monftrous fize, which prey on them, and which, in turn, ferve them for food.

The village flands at the union of two fmall ftreams, which ferve to float down timber,

for the Havannah, from the interior of the country. A wretched redoubt of flone,

denominated a caflle, (lands in front of the village, and defends the bottom of

the bay.

We put into this miferable place merely for the purpofe of taughtening our fhrouds,

and taking in water ; but the defertion of a failor, and the drunkennefs of the pilot,

delayed us two days.

5th Augufl:. I'his day I bought, at Matanza, fix cardinals, two ciris, two larks, and

eight other very pretty birds, of the names of which I am ignorant : 1 broiiglu thence,

iikewife, a number of leaves of a cactus, called in our colonies, la raqucite Efpagno e,

and the value of which I intended to prove by my cochineals. Again had 1 the mif-

fortune to fee three leaves of my nopals rot : what lofles ! what regret at not having

reached Santo Domingo

!

6th and 7th Augufl;. At length we weighed anchor, and left the bay. On the 7th

we were twenty leagues from Matanza. Our wretch of a pilot again iteered a wrong
courfe, owing to which we did not reach Los Martires before night, which we

5 s 2 ought
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ought to have made in the morning, in order to enter the mouth of the Bahama
channel.

8th Auguft. In confequence of the error of the pilot we were obliged to lufF up

all night in a dreadful fea; and it \v,;: not till the morning of the 8th, at five o'clock,

we took a direct courfe N. E. with a wind from the S. E.

The currents had carried us on fo far that by noon we were in latitude 26° 6' ; thus,

notwithftanding the wind in courfe of the night, we had advanced forty-two leagues.

The fea ran high the whole day, but it became calmer in the evening. We had three

ftparate {howers.

This day we caught a booby, the plumage of which was brown without any fpots,

its beak blue, its eyes fiery, and capable of diredion with eafe towards the beak, which

renders it of frightful afped : its legs and feet of a chamois colour After examination I

gave it liberty.

9th Auguft. Had the wind been favourable we might this day have got out of the

channel, but blowing from the north-eafl: we were obliged to lufFup through the night,

(leering on a north- weft and fouth-eaft courfe, for fear of running on the fhoais, right

and left. The fun rofe with a horizon covered with clouds, a prognoflic, in thefe feas,

of bad weather, which failed not in this inftance : we had a dreadful fea, the wind fufFo-

cating, the waves of monftrous fize dafhing againft the fhip ; and the natural clafh

occafioned by the oppofition of the wind and current, made a terrible noife. We con-

ftantly luffed up in the fame direction, but (till advanced thirty-five leagues. Such

indeed is the force of the current, that however high the fea may run, it never breaks

with that furge noticed in other feas, but each wave, impelled varioufly and in adverfe

direction by the wind and current, and with equal power by each, rifes in a pyramidal

form, and links with a crafh on its bafe: it may hence readily be conjedured how
orrcat the labour and fatigue to which the fhip and its jrew in thefe parts are

cxpofed.

In order to form an opinion of the origin and effect of the famous current which carried

us along,we muft reflect that this channel is the vaft outlet of the waters of the Gulphs of

Honduras and Mexico, and the more fouthern feas, as well as of the accumulations thefe

gulfs receive from the rivers Amazon, Orinoco, Madelena, Miflillippi, and an infinity of

others of inferior volume. The waters of thefe feas and rivers, confined by the barrier

formed by the archipelago of the Caribbee Iflands eaft and weft, rufh forward to the

channel of Bahama, the deepefl of all, no doubt, formed by the difterent iflands, and thus

find an exit into the north fea. In a dead calm this current runs four knots an hour,

with a contrary wind four and a half. The Trident, a Spanlfh fhip of war, of fixty

guns, was on one occafion adverfcly carried from before the Havaimah, notwithftanding

ihe had the wind abaft, and all fails fet as far as off the coafl of Carolina, without being

able to ftem the flood.

The fea was fo frightful during the night that we merely hoifted the mainfail. The
wind was eaft, our direftion north, and according to my computation, the current raa

wefterly ; this caufcd me to imagine that by drifting we lliould run towards the coaft;

thrice did I feel an inclination to make tlie obfervation to the captain, a;id as often was

I prevented from the fear of pafling for an importunate and ridiculous interferer. It was

not long however before I had to repent of my filly modclty, for by two in the morning

the captain, or ratlicr terror perfonified, came to waken me : he was in tears, and in

perfect defpair. What is the matter, captain ? Malefumus, perditifiimus, we are all loft!

How fo, what is the matter ? llciy fiinclo, we have foundings ! In fa£t the plummet had

been thrown, and forty fathoms was the rcfult, the wind as well as the current bearing

on
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on flaoi'e. Pacicncia, paciencia, faid I. I went on deck, and now affuming more boldnefs

and confidence, I advifed our (leering fouth-weH:. The captain, the pilot, and mate,

agreed with me in opinion : we lacked, and in lefs than two hours were out of
foundings.

loih Auguft. The fun rofe, lowering with a fadly portentous fombrezo of thick

black clouds. A number of gulls and -other fea-birds flew towards fliorc at the fight.

My birds picked up iheir food haflily ; and the fong of my larks, infallible baifandras,

foreboded a perilous day, and in fad fqualls and hurricanes fuccceded one the other

with ihegreatefl; rapidiiy. I was fearful we Ihould not h^ able to take an obfervation

;

but fortunately a gleam of I'unfliine allowed us to afcertain our latitude, which was 29°

:

thus, as I told the captain would be found the cafe, the velfel, fpite of oppofite winds,

had, by the mere force of the current, drifted more than twenty leagues, and carried us

through the channel. Now was the time to fteer for Europe, had we that courfe to

take ; but we were bound for St. Domingo, where, not only on my own account, but

alio on account of my infefts, which had light only once in four-and-twenty hours, I was
fo anxious to arrive.

1 ith Auguft. The violence of the wind gradually abated, the fea was pretty calm,

the heavens ferene, but the currents had borne us forty-four leagues to the north-north-

eaft. The wind veered tov-ards the fouth in fuch manner as to premifc we might be
able to {hape an eaftward courfe, after which we fhould only have to leflen our latitude

in order to reach St. Domingo, where with the wind abaft we might arrive in a

week.

We found ourfelves this day in 3
1" 30', on parallel with Charleftown, Carolina. At

four in the afternoon, caught a bird, called by the Spaniards tinofa, the larus of
Linne.

12th Auguft. Calms prevailed till evening: the little wind occafionally breathed

was from the fouth-weft. We ftcered, S. E. by E. At three the wind frefliened in the

fame quarter, and we direfted our courfe fouth-eaft.

13th and 14th Auguft. The wind gradually increafed on the 13th, fo as to allow

our making four knots an hour. On the 14th at noon we were becalmed, but a gentle

gale fprung up at four. Our latitude this laft day was 31° 6'.

The whole of the 14th we fpread all our canvas to catch the little wind that blew.

Our failors again caught a tiburo. Their avidity for this wretched fi(h, charadterizes, at

once, their lazinefs and want ot tafte ; being eafy to catch, they prefer it to the dorado,

a fifli exquifitely delicate, but which would have required more pains to take. They
devoured the whole of it in one day, notwithftanding it weighed upwards of thirty

pounds.

15th Auguft. A light wind from the fouth-weft advanced us two or three leagues

in courfe of the night, but was fucceeded the whole of the following day by a dead
calm ; a cruel calm, which threatened the fruftration of all my toilfome, tedious

labours ! Four more of my nopals I tound this day had perilhed, one of them with three

young leaves, and an ample progeny of young cochineal. What on this, as on fimilar

occaiions, furprifed me greatly, my mistortunes proceeded conftantly from the plants

too weak to refift the injuries of the fea air and their confinement, and not from the

infe£ls, as I the moft expeded, but which proved to be extremely patient, and aftoniih-

ingly hardy : not one of them died ; I had therefore confidcrable reafon for i'elf-

gratulation, on having collected three other fpecies of cafti at Campeachy, all of which
afforded nouriftiment to the cochineal, though more fparingly and with lefs advantage

than the nopal.

At .
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At fun-fet, the wind conftantly feeble, after veering from the fouth-wefl: to the fouth-

eaft, funk into a calm.

1 6th Augufl:. The wind ftill fouth-eaft : after luffing fome time we (leered nearly

fouth-wefl:, advancing about half a league an hour. At eleven at night the wind

frefliened.

17th Augufl:. Saw to leeward a frigate and another armed veflel, in company with

four fliips under colours with red and white fl:ripes, and a number of golettas. We
hoifted a red flag with a Burgundy crofs, and fired a gun : they made fail for us ; and

the frigate, mounting thirty guns, and commanded by Captain Cherry from New
York, placed us between him and his galley, in which were eight men, with four

cannonades ready levelled, and with matches lighted. She hailed us in Englifli : we
were able to anfwer in Spanifli only. She then failed round our fl:ern to our

fl:arboard fide. The frigate put out her boat with an officer and fix men on board ;

but the officer underfl:anding no other than the Englifli language, could but give us

the longitude, which was 75° 17' W. of Paris. We fliewed him our paflTports from

Vera Cruz, and our regifter ; and after fignifying that we came from that port, we
prefented him fome provifions, fuch as potatoes, bananas, and calalon, with which he

left us perfeftly fatisfied. What however is fingular enough, we omitted to enquire

the name of the commander of this fmall fquadron, and which party it efpoufed, that

of the Englifli or the rebels : we were however led to conclude that it was the former,

from his telling us his veflTel, formerly the Bofton, was now called the Daphne.

The four veflfels under efcort, all of them mounted royals : the firfl: I had ever feen.

We continued our courfe N. E. The full moon, on rifing, brought us wind with

(howers ; and I conftantly found that every change of the moon was accompanied by

fimilar variations.

18th Augufl. The laft obfervatlon was more clearly verified this day. At three in

the morning we had a brifli wind and rain, and fucceflive fliowers coming from every

point of the compafs. The whole of the morning we were crofled by contrary winds,

and obliged to tack every infl:ant. At noon the wind increafed, blowing firfl; from the

fouth, and afterwards from the fouth-wefl. A gloomy fliy now threatened a ftorni

:

the wind ftill increafed, and fome rain fell. AVe deemed it right to lower our ftay-fail

and reef the main-fail ; but we loft much precious time by our vain alarm, for

the ftorni blew over, and the night was fine. From noon we had advanced about a

league and a half an hour ; and caught a fifli the gajleros-terus of Linne.

19th Augufl. A curfed calm from three in the morning till nine. At this hour,

and till the next day, we had wind from the fouth, and Iteered north-caft by eaft,

advancing but three knots an hour.

A colony of fmall migratory fifti followed us on the right and left of our rudder,

confifling of perch, gajieros terns, and pilot fifli. Thefe flioals of inhabitants, from a

different hemifphere, which are occafionally feen in diff"erent feas, refemble fo many
wandering colonics fceking an afylum. Do they encounter a fliip, to them it feems a

rock, a bank, an ifland, a fliore : they conftantly find food in its vicinage, and exertion

in fwiinming, unncceffary borne as they are in its wake. At length the veflel arrives,

arid the colonies fhift to their quarters.

20th Augufl. The wind blowing N. E. by E. we fteered S. W. by W.; it after-

wards veered to the fouth wavering. We made fcarcely three knots an hour. This flow

failing is little lefs vexatious than a calm, but more advantageous. We had to-day no
rain ; the pilot reckoned us in the longitude of the point of Mezy, in latitude three

degrees
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degrees twenty-one minutes *, fo that we were yet two hundrcd-and-fifty leagues at

leafl:, from our deflination : the land we fought for thus feeming to Uy before us.

Indeed it appeared to me, that the captain and pilot had afted very wrong in fuffering

us to be carried by the current from the Bahama channel, to fo high a latitude as

thirty-three degrees. I make no doubt that the elevation of our latitude above what
we need have made it, was the caufe of our being fubjed to all the calms and contrary

winds we had experienced ; as, if we had avoided the current, in latitude twenty-eight

degrees, we fhould have been fecure of the trade winds much earlier, and at any rate,

if we had coafted by the Lucayos, fhould have been certain of land breezes. The
captain, in anfwer to my obfervation, pretended that on the day we were in latitude

twenty-eight degrees the wind was unfavourable to our making eaflward ; but this

lame excufe was contradicted by my journal. The wind on that day was eafl, and
by fleering fouth, the compofite action ofthe eafl wind and the current, which ran to

the north, would affuredly have borne us in a fouth-eafl diredlion.

This day I had to regret the lofs of other nopals ; and I felt it the more bitterly

from the circumflance of the impoffibility of fixing the infects attached to the dead
plants on any other, as will appear in the appendix, wherein I treat of the cochineal

infeft.

I was perfectly in defpair, and almofl gave up the hope of being able to tranfport my
little colony in health and fafety to Santo Domingo, the caufe of which I could only

attribute to the length of our voyage and the want of friends, which had prevented my
making more favourable arrangements.

2ifl Augufl. This day the wind, which during the night had blown but gently

N. E. by E., at fix in the morning veering to the N. E., blew with greater force,

and we advanced five or at leafl four knots an hour, and found ourfelves in the

longitude of Cape Nicholas Mole, latitude twenty-nine degrees forty-nine minutes
north. The fky was beautiful, a line of clouds branching in flips fine as the flax

which is fpun from the diflalf, in the direction north and fouth indicated, at length the

fpeedy prefence of the winds for which we fighed. Should they continue favourable

but only fix days, they will carry us to Cape Fran9ois.

1 obferved Mercury an hour before fun-rife, in the conflellation Cancer.

2 2d Augufl. While running N. N. E. f, at the rate of five or fix knbts an hour,
the wind increafed to fuch a degree, that by five in the evening we were obliged to

lower our tops and reef our main-fail. At noon by obfervation, we were in latitude

twenty-eight degrees forty-four minutes, and in the longitude of Tortuga. The fun

rofe through a red and lowering atmofphere. At fetting it was entirely obfcured by
vapour, which covered the horizon in every diredion.

At ten, notwithflanding we had lowered our tops and top-gallants, we failed at the

rate of five knots. The waves beat with a deep and hollow found againft the fides of
the veffel, and fhook it by the violence of their percuffion : twenty times did they

break over the deck, and a violent rain falling at the fame time, we were fain to clofe

the hatchways, and put up all our dead lights. I endeavoured to fleep, but in vain,

one could refl no where. Every billow threw the fhip on her beam-ends, and not any
thing could be kept fleady on the deck. The fea ran dreadfully high : our fragile

veffel was now raifed an hundred feet from the level, and now engulphed in a hollow

abyfs, while the noife ofthe winds in the rigging was equal to the roaring of thunder.

* Thin is an error, it fhoulJ he 33", 2 1' at is feen by what follows. Trans.

f It flioulJ be, as the fignal (hews, S. S. VV., that ia the direAly oppotite rhumb. Trans.

I wifhed
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I wiflied much to contemplate this horrible fcene, but there was no keeping the deck
;

and what, in fa£t, could be fecn in a night as dark as Erebus ? We diflributed brandy

to our men, who feemcd in fpirits, and fang in midfl: of the ftorm *, while we were

a prey to the mod alarming apprehenfions. At firft, I was inclined from this circum-

ftance to conclude that the danger was not imminent, but the folace of this fancy

endured but for a moment. I refleflied on the nature of thefe beings, fo differently

modified to us, and blamed my firfl conclufion.

23d Augufl. Day beamed, yet brought us no alleviation, for the temped raged

with undiminilhed violence. The impetuous winds howled in the fhrouds, dark clouds

overhanging obfcured the whole horizon, and the fea ran mountain high. Our crew

were harraffed to death, the captain dejefted, our rigging flack, and our fails in fliivers;

every thing, in fliort, made us dread exceedingly a night like that we pad, while, fpite

of fome reddened clouds in the weft, towards fix in the evening, which \vs were

willing to hail as a prefage of a calm, or at leaft an abatement of the tempcft, the

winds feemed to redouble their force, and a heavy ftorm of rain continued till

midnight.

24th Auguft. This morning, though the fea ftill ran very high, the violence of the

wind had fomewhat abated : it blew now from the fouth-lbuth-caft. On rifing I dif-

tint^uiflied a gleam of fun-fliine fliooting through fome light clouds ; and as the day

advanced the fun fhewed itfelf at intervals, and enabled us to take the latitude at

noon, which we found to be twenty-fix degrees twenty-eight minutes : our longitude

was that of the WeflernCape of Maguana, fo that, notwithftanding the ftorm, as I had

'

premifed, we had loft nothing of our longitude, and on the other hand, had diminifhed.

our latitude by nearly fifty leagues. We fteered eaftnorth-eaft f, certainly a bad

courfe, for had we direded the veffel to the fouth, we fhould in two days had Maguana

under our lee, and in three days after might have made the Cape, from which we were

only a hundred-and-twenty leagues diftant.

Though I have made feven voyages at fea, I never was witnefs to fuch dreadful

weather, unaccompanied with lightning and thunder. The florm had driven from us

moft of the fhoal of colonifts which furrounded our rudder, for of all their number

remained only two fmall white pilot-fifh, and two large black perch. My parrot, and

indeed all my birds, foreboded the bad weather by their agitation, fluttering, and

louder and hoarfer notes than ufual. I loft none of them. My jalop fuflered fo much

as to make me apprehenfive of its perifliing ; but fortunately my infeds and nopals

received lefs injury than 1 expefted. My firft objedl was the prefervation of the former,

ior I conieftured that 1 might meet with nopals in the King's garden.

2i;th Auguft. The wind blowing eaft-north-eaft, we fteered fouth till noon, when

it appeared by obfcrvation, we were in twenty-fix degrees twenty- five minutes,

and on the meridian of the Caicos. The winds variable and light throughout

the day.

26th Auguft. Calms and contrary winds again fettered us to thefe feas : it feemed

as if we were never to be releafed from our captivity, and as though the captain and

pilot were in league to prolong it. The laft fault they were guiky of was in not

making way to leeward by a weft-fouth-wcft courfe : we fliould, it is true, by this

nieans have got lower down than Maguana, but by help of the fouth-wcft winds,

• Ma re/o efperto fi poco teme

Che dorm' al fuon' del mar che frcme

O ful' piord cantando va. MtT stasio.

f It fhould be E. S. E. tlic current rimniiig S. W. Trans.

which
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Avhich afterwards prevailed, we fliould have recovered our latitude *, and hive advanced

eighty leagues on our way. It certainly was moft vexatious to have been upwards of

three months at fea, and have run nearly two thoufand leagues, to fetch a place but

five hundred leagues in a direcl line from our point of departure.

At night however we had wcflwardly winds, but fo feeble, as alfo on the two following

days, that we fcarcely proceeded at the rate of a league an hour. This however was

a better fate than befell us on the 29th, when we had a dead calm.

27th Auguft. At nine in the morning this day we fancied we difcerned a flielf,

a white band thirty toifcs long tj was fcen nearly in the direction we were failing.

Was this the trunk of fonie enormous tree, fuch as is fometimes feen in the Gulf of

Mexico ? Was it fome veflel which had capfifcd ? Round it was feen a number of (harks,

and fkimming about flocked a variety of fea-fowl, whence I conjeftured it to be the

carcafe of fome vafl monfter of the fea. The captain, againft my will, as I regretted

the lofs of fo much precious time, fleered towards it, and approached it within the

diftance of thirty fathoms, but at a hundred we already diflinguiflied what it was by

the putrid fmcll it exhaled. One fingie piece of this leviathan appeared to be fifteen

fathoms long,' befides which were feven or eight continuous but disjunft pieces of

from two to three fixthoms in length : the breadth of it was feven fathoms, and its

thicknefs, befides about three feet which floated out of the water, froni fix to feven

fathoms. It had been rotting, no doubt, a confiderable length of time, for it refembled

nothing but a hide blown out, mifliapen, and without trace of any form ; the entrails,

floating on the water like the filaments of mollufcEc, extended in network the fpace of

eighty feet : many feparate parts were feen about it at the diftance of about twenty

fathoms from the main piece : we clearly diftinguiflied the whole to be rotten flefli

notwithflanding a greafy froth of dazzling whitenefs floated all around.' Some parts

of the carcafe were of a blackifli hue, and gore like : the whole undulated irregularly

with the water, whence I concluded that the bony frame was diifolved, and that, of

couife, the monfl:er muft have long been dead. But again, to what enormous animal

could thefe vaft relics have belonged ? This it is the province of our illuftrious Pliny *

to decide, of him to whom is known the whole furprifing volume of nature's grand

produdions.

This day the obfervatlon at noon gave for our latitude twenty-fix degrees twenty-

one minutes : our longitude was the meridian of Fort Dauphin.

30th Auguft. Our latitude this day was twenty-five degrees twelve minutes north :

our longitude that of the Caicos. At fix in the evening, a gale fprang up. During
the calm, a flock of birds, frigates, gulls, lari, and boobies, avatjled themfelves of the

purfuit, on the part of dorados and bonitos of the flying-fifli, to make them in turn their

prey. The fea was beaten and covered for the fpace of a league by the flying-fifli,

alternately in the air and the fea, by the bonitos, who purfued them, and the winged

tribes which caught thefe latter from the fuiface. Who has ever feen the king hunt-

ing in the plains of Choify, Mount Rouge, or St. Denis ? Here game enclofed is driven

from all quarters as into an enclofure : the hunt is a hunt no longer, but the field of

fport a flaughter-houfe ; fuch was the hunt of the doradoes and birds.

The afpecl of heaven was through the whole night frightful : here dingy clouds,

there grey were furrowed by inccffant flafhes of vivid lightning : the wind fouth-caft :

cur courfe fouth-vi'eft by welt

31ft Auguft. This day we. were unable to take an obfervatlon : tlie fky ftill over-

caft, the wind lefs ftrong, after pafling to the fouth again, veered to the eaft. An unfor-

* It fhould be longitude. Trans. f 190 feet Englifli. :j: BufFon,
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tunate fwell from the north had prevented our enjoying reft or comfort, whether by day
or night, for four preceding days.

I ft September. This day at noon we found ourfelves in latitude twenty-five den-rees,

twenty-four minutes. The wind, conftantly caft-fouth-eaft, Teemed regular, and con-
tinuous. We hoped to fee Maria Juana, called otherwife Maguana ; but not fucceed-

ing in our expectations, laid to, for fear of running on the fliallows. Some few drops
of rain fell this day.

ad September. This morning we proceeded on our courfe at five o'clock, and at

fix hoifted our fquare fail, or fail of fortune, fteering weft-fouth-weft to make the land.

At length, at eight o'clock, we perceived to windward fome extremely low lands,

bounded by reefs, on which the furges breaking, rofe to upwards of twenty feet : this

at leaft we computed, as at four leagues oft' the breakers refembled the latten fails of
fifliermen. We thought thefe lands the Caicos, and flattered ourfelves widi reaching

the Gape next day : the land, however, turned out to be Moguana, as was verified, not-

withftanding the different opinion of the pilot and captain, our joint obfervations lliewing

the latitude twenty-two degrees, twenty minutes, the exacl latitude of Moguana.
So many errors on the part ofmy conductors encouraged me to ofter advice. I re-

commended the captain to run on oppofite tacks, in order to double th^ Heneagas to

windward, feeing we were fteering direft upon them. He heeded me not, but laid to.

What was the confequence ? At eight in the morning we faw Little Heneaga : it was
miftaken tor the Cai(*os, and we did not change our courfe. At noon, land ! land ! was
called out. Some faid it was Tortuga, fome the Main : neither were in the right: it

was Greater Heneaga, along which we were obliged to coait from eaft to weft the

whole afternoon, in order to double it to leeward, with the difadvantage of a wind in

oppofition to the currents.

In coafting along Greater Heneaga, entirely furrounded by flioals, while from three

to four leagues from ftiore, we faw bottom a-hcad : terror now was general, and the

clamoar ufual on fimiiar occafions with Spaniards, ferved only to increafe the alarm.

Scarcely had we time to tack about. This would indeed have been a wreck in port,

and, thanks to the drunkennefs and inexperience of our pilot, who, notwithftanding,

reckoned himfclf a very clever fellow, we were in this inftance placed in greater danger

than we had experienced before throughout the whole three months of our voyage.

4th September. The wind blowing ftrong from the north-eaft. we kept under fail

all night, and in the morning, by ten, got fight of the head-lands of St. Domingo.
At noon I recognized Point Jean Rabel and Cape Fou to the fouthward. .I'was

exceedingly affected, for I had reckoned on reaching the Cape that day, which it now
was impoifible we fliould do while the wind blew from the quarter it did. The vexa-

tion prevented my eating any dinner : the captain, noticing tliis, enquired the caufo

with much folicitude and kindnefs. I feized the opportunity prefented to me by this

queftion, to entreat him to land meat Saint Nicholas Mole, offering to pay all the

charges of anchorage and port dues his compliance might occafion : he was grieved

even to tears at the thought. He faid, that the moment was at hand when we muft fe-

parate. AVhat, obferved I, did you then imagine we were never to part ? Have we
not through the whole courfe of life conftantly before us examples of feparations in all

men from every object of their fondcft attachment, feparations which every one of

them but precurfors of others ? Do we not fee that nothing is durable, nothing

ftable ? Alas, my friend, this is an eftabliflied law to which of ncceflity we muft fub-

mit either with good-will or per force ! You have been kind to me in extreme : the

talk your generous heart preferred has been moft amply accomplifhed ; would to

5 Heaven
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Mcaven I were able to render you flill more elTential fcrvices ;
yes, my future tafk

fliall be to flicvv my gratitude by every polllble means.

The captain liitencd to rcafon, and readily agreed to fleer for the Mole, though ftiil

in melancholy mood. Soon, however, the plcafure of being on land earlier than he

expefted, and of not having to buffet with the waves for two or three days longer,

which poffibly it would take him to reach the Cap^e, in cafe the winds lliould not be-

come more favourable, unruffled his brow, and we entered the bay of the Mole, eacii

alike gay and cheerful : as for me, I was fo plcafmgly furpriiied to fee myfelt on St.

Domingo, that I rubbed my eyes, and dreaded to wake from a dream.

My firll care was to wait upon M. de la Valtiere, tlie King's lieutenant, at Saint

Nicholas Mole. I informed him who I was, and what the objed of the voyage I had

undertaken. He loaded me with kindnefs, fought how to render me fervice by

every means, and puniflied according to their merits fomc failors who had given me
caufe of complaint. I had here alfo the good fortune of forming an acquaintance

witli Meffrs. Dunlteville and Dumanolr, of the engineer fervice, who fliewed nie the

greatcll civility.

I now wrote to the intendant of the colony, but burning with impatience to reach

Port au Prince, without waiting his anfwer, I availed myfelfof the offer of M. de

Vaffal to repair thither, in a King's galley, which he commanded. We failed on the

ij'th September, and on the 25th arrived at Port au Prince.

The intendant gave me a moft kind and gracious reception : he ordered payment of

the two thoufand livres due to me, according to the direction of the minifter ; and

moreover, gave me an appointment under himfelf, with a thoufand crowns a-year.

The pleafure 1 felt at feeing my friends again, the fatigue I endured on my voyage,

the change of air and diet, all combined, occafioned me a ficknefs of more than fix

weeks duration.

As foon as I recovered, I wrote to my parents and friends. I forwarded a relation

of my voyage to the minifter, and difpatched the firfl fpecimens of the plants I had
brought from Mexico for the King's garden ; but all thefe were loft with Captain

Gillet, on his return fi-om the Cape, whither he had come in the Poflillon of Rochelle,

with the firil: intelligence of an embargo.
My Spaniih captain, from whom I thoughtlefsly feparated myfelf at the Mole, while

he was careening his boat, without taking leave, revenged himfelf of my incivility, in a

manner highly honourable to himfelf, by fending me back a bill for fifty-four dollars,

which I fent him before my departure, that is to fay, fourteen to repay advances he had
made mc, and forty which I held it my duty to pay him for my paffage. I much re-

gretted and Itill remember with the liveliefl affedtion, this excellent and obligbg young
man, whom I never can think of without inquietude, as fmce our parting I have not

once heard from him, notwithftanding his promife of correfponding with me. May
I never hear but good news of this youth, to whom I was indebted for my 'return,

however accompanied, as it happened to be, with tedious toil and danger !

I did not enjoy the fweet arifing from the fuccefs of my expedition without fome
bitter mingled in the cup. I had effected a matter of public utility, and could but be-

come a butt for the arrows of envy ; ftiil the fliaft which ftruck the deepefl, and caufed
the greateft pain, was an infinuation attributed to have been circulated by the Spaniflj

captain, by a man fo truly my friend, t/j,7t I bad Jiolcfi viy cochineal.

It was however impofflble that any fuch like charge could have been made by the

captain ; for, feparate from his being moft affeftionatcly attached to me, I never had
told him fo ; but, on the contrary, as was the truth, that I had bought them at four

different
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different places in Mexico ; and I have fuch opinion of his honour,as to be focure he could

as little be guilty of falilhood as of calumny. It it be faid, however, that the captain

might have committed fuch a double outrage, for his own defence, and in order to

difculpate himfelf in the eyes of the Spanifli nation, for being an accomplice in carrying

oC" the prize, I mud anfwer, that while at the Cape he could not have been in a pre-

dicament requiring fuch procedure ; nor even if he were in his own county do I

believe that any charge on fuch account could be alledged againfl; him, fince, how-

ever fevere the laws which prohibit the exportation of dry cochineal, there are none

which forbid the tranfport of it alive. . There is not, (herefore, the flightefl likelihood

that this dart was lanced by the captain ; no, it was the poifoned javelin of a fecret

enemy, fome foe to my tranquillity, or rather of fome infa;nous niifcreants who look

on all that is meritorious only with invidious eyes.

And after all, can it be imagined, if it had been impoffible for me to have purchafed

this precious infefl:, an infeft I was fo anxious to naturalize in our country, that I

fhould endure the abortion of my projeft on account of a falfe and ridiculous delicacy ?

IMoll affurcdly I fliould not, any more than a favage coming to France in fearch of

grain, with which to enrich the land of his birth.

After fuch an avowal, doubtlefs my teftimony will admit of credit ; but more may
be faid : have I at any time paffed with any one for a fool or an ideot ? and fliould I

deferve to be efteemed other in dealing a matter, precious certainty in my eyes, but

which might be obtained for a mere trifle, and in thus expofmg myfelf to the attacks, the

mortification, the obloquy, which mud; naturally follow ? In faft, what at the fir ft cuftom-

houfe could I have anfwered, on being interrogated, how I had got his produftion ? A
lie in fuch cafe would not have been lefs dangerous than a confellion hurtful : 1 fiiould

have been expofed to the lofs of the whole fruit of my travels, and in the eyes of

Spaniards have incurred an opprobrium more painful to me than death.

I think I do not deceive myfelf with refpedl to right and wrong. To have ftolen

the cochineal would, in my opinion, have been an aft of focial injuftice, as far as re-

gards tlie cultivator whofe garden I might have defpoiled, an injuftice which I fought

to avoid, and I think fuccefsfuUy ; for by buying it, I only committed a wrong againft:

the nation from whom I bore it away : now, in my pofition, I regarded myfelf as the

prototype of a different nation, on whom nature has beftowed the fame prerogatives,

the fame right to her favours ; and if, after offering payment for the cochineal at what-

ever price might have been impofed, all the Indians to whom I might have applied had

combined to refufe my requeft, I fliould then have confidered myfelf, as in cafe of

war, abfolved from the reftrictions of focial laws ; but in infringing them, in carrying

away by ftratagem what had been denied to entreaty, I would have conipenfated the

individual towards whom I might be guilty of a real injury, and have covered with

piaitcrs the ground from which I bore oft" my prize.

From the fentiments which thus with the utmoft fincerity I have expofed, let it be

judged if I have ought wherewith to reproach myfelf. Were I to decide, from my
heart Ihould I gain acquittal ; butoa a fubjed fo delicate, and involving myfelf, I muft

Jeave with others to decide.

END OF VOL. XIII,

Stralnn and Prcflon,

Piiiitcrt-StrC6t, London.









University of California
SOUTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY

405 Hllgard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90024-1388
Return this material to the library

from which It was borrowed.

E

20m-8,'61(C2084s4)476






